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La "Colección de Lope de Vega" representa un compendio significativo de la producción dramática del autor, cuyo estilo se caracteriza por la agilidad del verso y la profunda exploración de emociones humanas. Este conjunto abarca diversas temáticas, desde el amor hasta la honra, situando a los personajes en un contexto sociocultural profundamente arraigado en la España del Siglo de Oro. La obra de Lope se distingue por su capacidad de entrelazar lo trágico y lo cómico, además de su audaz estructura narrativa que desafía las convenciones de su tiempo, lo que lo convierte en un pionero del teatro moderno. Lope de Vega, conocido como el 'Fénix de los Ingenios', fue un prolífico dramaturgo y poeta que dejó una huella indeleble en la literatura española. Su vida estuvo marcada por intensas experiencias personales, incluyendo amores y pérdidas, que influyeron en su vasta producción artística. Además, su relación con las corrientes literarias de su época, como el Renacimiento y el Barroco, lo llevó a experimentar con formas y géneros, enriqueciendo su legado literario. Recomiendo encarecidamente la "Colección de Lope de Vega" a los lectores interesados en el teatro clásico español. La obra no solo ofrece un panorama del ingenio y la creatividad literaria de uno de los más grandes dramaturgos, sino que también brinda una reflexión profunda sobre la naturaleza humana y la complejidad de las relaciones interpersonales en un contexto histórico fascinante.
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Las "Comedias inéditas" de Lope de Vega representan una colección de obras dramáticas que revelan la maestría del autor en la construcción de tramas complejas y diálogos incisivos. El estilo literario de Lope se caracteriza por su riqueza en el lenguaje, su agilidad en la estructura narrativa y su habilidad para entrelazar lo trágico y lo cómico. El contexto literario en el que se inscriben estas comedias es el Siglo de Oro español, momento en el que el teatro alcanzó su máxima expresión y donde Lope se erige como una figura central que rompe con las convenciones dramáticas anteriores, estableciendo nuevos paradigmas que influirían en generaciones futuras. Lope de Vega, conocido como el Fénix de los Ingenios, fue un prolífico dramaturgo y poeta que logró escribir más de 1500 obras, reflejando las vivencias y inquietudes de la sociedad de su tiempo. Su vida estuvo marcada por la pasión, los amores y una curiosidad insaciable por el mundo, lo que le llevó a explorar diversas temáticas en su escritura. Las experiencias personales y su profundo entendimiento de la naturaleza humana son, sin duda, pilares de este compendio teatral. Recomiendo fervientemente la lectura de "Comedias inéditas" no solo por su valor literario, sino también por su capacidad para reflejar la complejidad de las relaciones humanas y la sociedad de su época. Esta obra no solo entretiene, sino que invita a la reflexión sobre la condición humana, haciendo de cada comedia una experiencia integral que perdura en la mente del lector.
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Fuente Ovejuna es una obra maestra del dramaturgo español Lope de Vega, escrita en el contexto del Siglo de Oro español. Este drama histórico se centra en la lucha de un pueblo, Ovejuna, contra la opresión del comendador Fernán Gómez, reflejando temas de justicia, honor y la unidad popular. La estructura de la obra, que mezcla el verse y la prosa, se enriquece con un estilo accesible y dinámico, propiciando una conexión única entre los personajes y el público. A través de un tratamiento audaz de los personajes femeninos como Laurencia, Lope presenta una crítica social profunda en un periodo donde la voz de la mujer estaba relegada, planteando cuestiones sobre el poder y la resistencia colectiva ante la tiranía. Lope de Vega, reconocido como uno de los más grandes dramaturgos del teatro español, es una figura emblemática del Renacimiento y el Barroco. Su vasta producción literaria, que abarca cientos de obras, se nutre tanto de sus vivencias personales como de las tensiones sociales de su tiempo. Su experiencia en la corte y su compromiso con la vida popular y emocional le llevaron a querer darle voz a los oprimidos a través de sus textos, siendo Fuente Ovejuna un ejemplo culminante de esta intención. Recomiendo encarecidamente Fuente Ovejuna a todos aquellos interesados en la literatura clásica, la historia social y la evolución del teatro. La obra no solo ofrece un retrato vívido de la lucha por la justicia, sino que también invita a la reflexión sobre la naturaleza del poder y la resistencia. Es, sin duda, un texto fundamental para comprender la riqueza del patrimonio cultural español y las complejidades sociales de su tiempo.
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"El perro del hortelano" es una obra maestra del dramaturgo español Lope de Vega, escrita en el Siglo de Oro español. Esta comedia de enredos se centra en el conflicto amoroso entre la nobleza y el plebeyo, explorando temas como la posesividad y el amor no correspondido. El estilo ágil y poético de Lope, característico de sus comedias, se manifiesta a través de diálogos ingeniosos y situaciones cómicas que exhiben la complejidad de las relaciones humanas. La obra refleja, además, un contexto social donde las diferencias de clase se vuelven el eje de las interacciones, dejando entrever la crítica al sistema social vigente en la época. Lope de Vega, conocido como el 'Fénix de los Ingenios', fue una figura central en el desarrollo del teatro español. Su prolífica carrera, que incluye más de 1,500 obras, se vio influenciada por sus experiencias personales, desde el amor hasta la tragedia, lo que le permitió crear personajes profundamente humanos. "El perro del hortelano" es un reflejo de su interés por las dinámicas de poder y deseo, características que lo llevaron a establecer nuevos paradigmas en la comedia y el teatro en general. Recomiendo encarecidamente "El perro del hortelano" a cualquier lector interesado en la literatura clásica, ya que ofrece una visión aguda de las relaciones humanas y los intrincados juegos de amor y celos. La habilidad de Lope para entrelazar humor y crítica social hace de esta obra no solo un placer literario, sino también un documento relevante de su época.
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La "Colección integral de Lope de Vega" es una antología que ofrece una visión completa del universo literario de uno de los más grandes dramaturgos del Siglo de Oro español. La obra presenta un vasto repertorio de comedias, dramas y poesía que abarcan diversas temáticas, desde el amor y la honra hasta la crítica social, evidenciando el ingenio y la agilidad del estilo de Lope. Su habilidad para mezclar diferentes géneros, junto a un lenguaje accesible y musical, lo sitúa en un contexto literario fundamental, donde la innovación y la tradición coexisten. El contexto histórico de la España de los siglos XVI y XVII, marcada por cambios sociales y culturales, añade una dimensión importante a sus obras, reflejando la complejidad de la época y su influencia sobre el teatro y la literatura en general. Lope de Vega, a menudo considerado el precursor del teatro moderno, fue un prolífico escritor cuyo trabajo empujó los límites de la dramaturgia de su tiempo. Su vida, marcada por pasiones intensas y tragedias personales, influenció profundamente su creación literaria. Formado en un ambiente rico en influencias literarias y teatrales, su capacidad de captar la esencia de la condición humana y de plasmarla en sus personajes le permitió conectar con públicos diversos, estableciendo un modelo para los dramaturgos posteriores. Recomiendo encarecidamente la "Colección integral de Lope de Vega" no solo a los aficionados del teatro clásico, sino también a todos aquellos interesados en la literatura en general. Esta obra proporciona no solo una ventana al entretenimiento del pasado, sino también una reflexión sobre las emociones humanas, la moralidad y la sociedad, lo que la convierte en una lectura atemporal y enriquecedora.
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The vast number of the works of Lope de Vega renders the task of selecting one of them as an appropriate text for publication very difficult, and it is only after having examined a large number of the works of the great poet that the editor has chosen La Moza de Cántaro, not only because it is one of the author's most interesting comedies, but also because it stands forth prominently in the field in which he is preëminent—the interpretation of Spanish life and character. It too is one of the few plays of the poet which have continued down to recent times in the favor of the Spanish theater-going public,—perhaps in the end the most trustworthy critic. Written in Lope's more mature years, at the time of his greatest activity, and probably corrected or rewritten seven years later, this play contains few of the inaccuracies and obscure passages so common to many of his works, reveals to us much of interest in Spanish daily life and in a way reflects the condition of the Spanish capital during the reign of Philip IV, which certainly was one of the most brilliant in the history of the kingdom.

The text has been taken completely, without any omissions or modifications, from the Hartzenbusch collection of Comedias Escogidas de Lope de Vega published in the Biblioteca de Autores Españoles and, where it varies from other texts with which it has been compared, the variation is noted. The accentuation has been changed freely to conform with present usage, translations have been suggested for passages of more than ordinary difficulty and full notes given on proper names and on passages that suggest historical or other connection. Literary comparisons have been made occasionally and modern forms or equivalents for archaic words and expressions have been given, but usually these have been limited to words not found in the better class of dictionaries commonly used in the study of such works.

The editor is especially indebted to Sr. D. Eugenio Fernández for aid in the interpretation of several passages and in the correction of accentuation, to Professor J. D. M. Ford for valuable suggestions, and to Sr. D. Manuel Saavedra Martínez, Professor in the Escuela Normal de Salamanca, for information not easily accessible.

M. S.

West Virginia University.
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I. LIFE OF LOPE DE VEGA

The family of Lope de Vega Carpio was one of high rank, if not noble, and had a manor house in the mountain regions of northwestern Spain. Of his parents we know nothing more than the scanty mention the poet has given them in his works. It would seem that they lived a while at least in Madrid, where the future prince of Spanish dramatists was born, November 25, 1562. Of his childhood and early youth we have no definite knowledge, but it appears that his parents died when he was very young and that he lived some time with his uncle, Don Miguel del Carpio.

From his own utterances and those of his friend and biographer, Montalvan, we know that genius developed early with him and that he dictated verses to his schoolmates before he was able to write. In school he was particularly brilliant and showed remarkable aptitude in the study of Latin, rhetoric, and literature. These school days were interrupted once by a truant flight to the north of Spain, but at Astorga, near the ancestral estate of Vega, Lope, weary of the hardships of travel, turned back to Madrid.

Soon after he left the Colegio de los Teatinos, at about the age of fourteen, Lope entered the service of Don Jerónimo Manrique, Bishop of Ávila, who took so great an interest in him that he sent him to the famous University of Alcalá de Henares, where he seems to have spent from his sixteenth to his twentieth year and on leaving to have received his bachelor's degree. The next five years of his life are shrouded in considerable obscurity. It was formerly believed, as related by Montalvan, that he returned from the University of Alcalá to Madrid about 1582, was married and, after a duel with a nobleman, was obliged to flee to Valencia, where he remained until he enlisted in the Invincible Armada in 1588, but recent research [1] has proved the case to be quite otherwise. It would seem that, on leaving the University about 1582, he became Secretary to the Marqués de las Navas and that for four or five years he led in Madrid a dissolute life, writing verses and frequenting the society of actors and of other young degenerates like himself and enjoying the favor of a young woman, Elena Osorio, whom he addressed in numberless poems as "Filis" and whom he calls "Dorotea" in his dramatic romance of the same name. In the latter work he relates shamelessly and with evident respect for truth of detail many of his adventures of the period, which, as Ticknor says, "do him little credit as a young man of honor and a cavalier."

In the light of the recent information cited above, we know also that Lope's career immediately after 1587 was quite different from what his contemporary Montalvan had led the world long to believe. In the Proceso de Lope de Vega por libelos contra unos Cómicos, it is shown that the poet, having broken with "Filis," circulated slanderous verses written against her father, Jerónimo Velázquez, and his family. The author was tried and sentenced to two years' banishment from Castile and eight more from within five leagues of the city of Madrid. He began his exile in Valencia, but soon disobeyed the decree of banishment, which carried with it the penalty of death if broken, and entered Castile secretly to marry, early in 1588, Doña Isabel de Urbina, a young woman of good family in the capital. Accompanied by his young wife, he doubtless went on directly to Lisbon, where he left her and enlisted in the Invincible Armada, which sailed from that port, May 29, 1588. During the expedition, according to his own account, Lope fought bravely against the English and the Dutch, using, as he says, his poems written to "Filis" for gun-wads, and yet found time to write a work of eleven thousand verses entitled la Hermosura de Angélica. The disastrous expedition returned to Cadiz in December, and Lope made his way back to the city of his exile, Valencia, where he was joined by his wife. There they lived happily for some time, the poet gaining their livelihood by writing and selling plays, which up to that time he had written for his own amusement and given to the theatrical managers.

Of the early literary efforts of Lope de Vega, such as have come down to us are evidently but a small part, but from them we know something of the breadth of his genius. In childhood even he wrote voluminously, and one of his plays, El Verdadero Amante, which we have of this early period, was written at the age of twelve, but was probably rewritten later in the author's life. He wrote also many ballads, not a few of which have been preserved, and we know that, at the time of his banishment, he was perhaps the most popular poet of the day.

The two years following the return of the Armada, Lope continued to live in Valencia, busied with his literary pursuits, but in 1590, after his two years of banishment from Castile had expired, he moved to Toledo and later to Alba de Tormes and entered the service of the Duke of Alba, grandson of the great soldier, in the capacity of secretary. For his employer he composed about this time the pastoral romance Arcadia, which was not published until 1598. The remaining years of his banishment, which was evidently remitted in 1595, were uneventful enough, but this last year brought to him a great sorrow in the death of his faithful wife. However, he seems to have consoled himself easily, for on his return to Madrid the following year we know of his entering upon a career of gallant adventures which were to last many years and which were scarcely interrupted by his second marriage in 1598 to Doña Juana de Guardo.

Aside from his literary works the following twelve years of the life of Lope offer us but little of interest. The first few years of the period saw the appearance of La Dragontea, an epic poem on Sir Francis Drake, and Isidro, a long narrative poem on the life and achievements of San Isidro, patron of Madrid. These two works were followed in 1605 by his epic, Jerusalén Conquistada, an untrustworthy narration of the achievements of Richard Cœur-de-Lion and Alfonso VIII in the crusade at the close of the twelfth century. Lope left the service of the Duke of Alba on his return to Madrid, or about that time, and during the next decade held similar positions under the Marqués de Malpica and the Conde de Lemos, and during a large part of this period he led a more or less vagabond existence wherever the whims of his employers or his own gallant adventures led him. About 1605 he made the acquaintance of the Duque de Sessa, who shortly afterwards became his patron and so continued until the death of the poet about thirty years later. The correspondence of the two forms the best source for the biography of this part of Lope's career. From 1605 until 1610 he lived in Toledo with his much neglected wife, of whom we have no mention since their marriage in 1598. But in 1610 they moved to Madrid, where Lope bought the little house in what is now the Calle de Cervantes, and in this house the great poet passed the last quarter of a century of his long and eventful life.

The next few years following this return to the capital were made sorrowful to Lope by the sickness and death of both his wife and his beloved little son, Carlos Félix, in whom the father had founded the fondest hopes. Then it was that Lope, now past the fiftieth year of his age, sought refuge, like so many of his contemporaries and compatriots, in the protecting fold of the Church. Before the death of his wife he had given evidence of religious fervor by numerous short poems and in his sacred work, los Pastores de Belén, a long pastoral in prose and in verse relating the early history of the Holy Family. Whether Lope was influenced to take orders by motives of pure devotion or by reasons of interest has been a question of speculation for scholars ever since his time. From his works we can easily believe that both of these motives entered into it; in fact he says as much in his correspondence with the Duque de Sessa. Speaking of this phase of the poet's life, Fitzmaurice-Kelly says: "It was an ill-advised move. Ticknor, indeed, speaks of a 'Lope, no longer at an age to be deluded by his passions'; but no such Lope is known to history. While a Familiar of the Inquisition the true Lope wrote love-letters for the loose-living Duque de Sessa, till at last his confessor threatened to deny him absolution. Nor is this all: his intrigue with Marta de Navares Santoyo, wife of Roque Hernández de Ayala, was notorious." But later, speaking of those who may study these darker pages of Lope's career, he adds: "If they judge by the standards of Lope's time, they will deal gently with a miracle of genius, unchaste but not licentious; like that old Dumas, who, in matters of gaiety, energy and strength, is his nearest modern compeer." We may say further that Lope, with no motive to deceive or shield himself, for he seems to have almost sought to give publicity to his licentiousness, was faithful in the discharge of his religious offices, evincing therein a fervor and devotion quite exemplary. Yet neither does his gallantry nor his devotion seem to have ever halted his pen for a moment in the years that succeeded his ordination. His dramatic composition of this period is quite abundant and other literary forms are not neglected.
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