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            About Scripture Union

         

         
            Scripture Union is a Christian charity, inviting children and young people to explore the difference Jesus can make to the challenges and adventures of life.
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            Through a wide range of activities and initiatives, we provide opportunities for young people to explore the Bible, respond to Jesus and grow in faith. Having been established in England over 150 years ago, Scripture Union is now a global movement active in over 120 countries.

            We believe every child should have the chance to discover Jesus. And, with an estimated 95% of children in England and Wales not part of a church, we’re working harder than ever to take the good news of Jesus beyond the church in exciting and culturally relevant ways.
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            Thank you for buying Daily Bread. 

            We hope you’ll find it a real blessing as you delve regularly into God’s Word.

            Scripture Union – beyond Bible reading guides

            By purchasing this Bible reading guide, you are helping to support Scripture Union’s mission to reach the next generation with the good news of Jesus. All profit made from the sales of this resource are used to introduce children and young people to Jesus in a whole range of exciting ways. Thank you for the part you’re already playing in that.

            Get further involved

            If you’d like to find out more about Scripture Union, or you’d like to get further involved, go to www.su.org.uk/beyondbibleguides

            This edition of Daily Bread copyright © Scripture Union 2023

            ISSN 0963-4797 (print)

ISSN 2050-5361 (online).

ISBN 9781785069376 (EPUB ebook)

All rights reserved.

            No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of Scripture Union.

            Scripture Union, Trinity House, Opal Court, Opal Drive,

Fox Milne, Milton Keynes MK15 0DF, UK

            Tel: 01908 856000 Email: info@scriptureunion.org.uk

Website: www.scriptureunion.org.uk
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            Scripture Union is a member of the worldwide Scripture

Union international community.

Website: https://scriptureunion.global

            Daily Bread is also available on memory stick, DAISY CD

and in Braille from Torch Trust, Tel: 01858 438260;

Website: www.torchtrust.org

            Printed in India by Nutech Print Services

Design by The Smithy Creative
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            Daily Bread toolbox
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            WAY IN

            This page introduces both the notes and the writer. It sets the scene and tells you what you need to know to get into each series.

            A DAY’S NOTE

            The notes for each day include five key elements: Prepare, Read (the Bible passage for the day), Explore, Respond and Bible in a year. These are intended to provide a helpful way of meeting God in his Word.

            PREPARE

            Prepare yourself to meet with God and pray that the Holy Spirit will help you to understand and respond to what you read.

            READ

            Read the Bible passage, taking time to absorb and simply enjoy it. A verse or two from the Bible text is usually included on each page, but it’s important to read the whole passage.

            EXPLORE

            Explore the meaning of the passage, listening for what God may be saying to you. Before you read the comment, ask yourself: what is the main point of this passage? What is God showing me about himself or about my life? Is there a promise or a command, a warning or example to take special notice of?

            RESPOND

            Respond to what God has shown you in the passage in worship and pray for yourself and others. Decide how to share your discoveries with others.

            BIBLE IN A YEAR

            If your aim is to know God and his Word more deeply, why not follow this plan and read the whole Bible in one year?

            
                

            

            Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 Biblica, Inc.

Used by permission of Hodder & Stoughton.

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Introduction

            A golden thread

         

         Through distant times a golden thread runs through our story. Over the next few weeks, as we read God’s Word, we’ll see it in the promise-filled life of Abraham, the not-so-good leaders of Judges, in Ruth’s faithful commitment as a refugee, and in the prophet Micah’s hopeful words, despite the hard truths of judgement.

         In New Testament times the good news story continues in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians – those ‘miraculous but messy’ times (Andy Bathgate). The golden thread runs through Paul’s letter to the Philippians too, encouraging us to shine like stars. Supremely, we see and hear Jesus through the words of John’s Gospel. He is Light in the darkness of our world and its story. It may be a long road, but Jesus walks with us.

         As editors, we have some news to share with you. We’re stepping down from our role in Daily Bread and are pleased to say that we’re passing on this responsibility into the safe hands of Sally Nash from the next issue. This work has been a privilege and we’re thankful to the team of writers who have brought God’s light and encouragement to us over the past few years – and to the SU office team who bring it all to publication. We’re thankful too to you, our readers, as together we walk this way and learn from God’s Word.

         As we were going to press we received the sad and shocking news that Andy Bathgate had passed away in his sleep. You will see that two of the last notes that he wrote were on 1 Corinthians 15! He wrote, ‘Jesus has been raised, countering all that Adam spoiled. Adam’s legacy is death. Jesus bequeaths life. He is raised and all those in Christ rise with him into new life and on the final day share Jesus’ indestructible life.’ We praise God for Andy’s faithful life of service and encouragement to others. With him, we rejoice that: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory’ (1 Corinthians 15:54).

         ’Tricia and Emlyn Williams

Editors
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         ’Tricia & Emlyn Williams
worked with Scripture Union for many years. Emlyn led Schools ministry, then worked with SU International. ’Tricia was also part of the Schools team and later worked for SU Publishing, developing, writing and editing Bible resources. Having recently completed research in the area of faith and dementia, she continues with writing and editing faith resources. Retired from his role as discipleship pastor in a local church, Emlyn now continues his writing and talking ministries.
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            SU article

            Sport speaks of God

         

         
            Sport has huge appeal among young people and provides unique opportunities to connect with them, build relationships and share Jesus. Thanks to your support, we’re able to help more churches than ever before to use this amazing medium for mission!

         

         Scripture Union Sports Mission Team Leader Mark Oliver and his team – Sarah Bowey, Ruth Anderson and Holly Phipps – want every church in England and Wales to be able to make the most of the mission opportunities that sport can offer, whether that’s just throwing a frisbee round the local park or running a sports-themed camp.

         Mark says, ‘We all have a responsibility to tell the next generation about Jesus. As we engage with children and young people, it’s important that we do so in a way that is accessible to them. With more children and young people playing sport every Sunday than attending church, we know that sport speaks a language that they understand.’5

         A broad appeal to young people

         Not every young person would consider themselves to be ‘sporty’ and Mark is keen to point out that in the context of mission, ‘… we’re not just talking about competitive, conventional or organised sports such as football, netball or tennis. We include simple and fun physical games and activities too, things that appeal to most young people and require no previous experience to play.

         ‘Mission through Sport brings the community together and helps young people from a variety of backgrounds to develop skills and confidence that are useful both on and off the pitch. It builds relationships and so provides a way in to sharing the good news about Jesus.’

         Flexibility suits a range of church settings

         Mission through sport can also be readily adapted to most contexts. Mark says, ‘We’ve trained our Mission Enablers so that they can help Faith Guides run sports mission easily and effectively, whether they’re from a big church with access to a playing field or a small rural church with more limited local facilities, or anything between.’

         The team is also developing new off-the-shelf resources for churches to use. These are based on the Revealing Jesus mission framework. ‘So, whether a church is connecting with young people for the first time, or helping them to explore faith, respond or grow spiritually, these Mission through Sport resources will help,’ explains Mark. ‘For example, we’ve created a series of “Half-time talks” with videos and accompanying games which Faith Guides can use to share something from the Bible, linked to a games session. We’re also developing an additional set of videos that the young people can access in their own time, which help them explore that week’s theme in more depth.

         ‘For those Faith Guides who want to go a step further and specialise in Mission through Sport, we’re developing an accredited training course so they can construct their own programmes that are specifically tailored to the needs of the young people they work with.

         ‘Mission through Sport is amazingly flexible – we really love showing churches how to make it a success in their particular circumstances!’
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         6A missional game-changer

         Having piloted lots of ‘estate-based’ sports programmes in the past few years, SU’s Sports Mission Team is leading the way in supporting churches in low-income neighbourhoods to step out and reach the local children and young people.
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         Mark’s passion is rooted in Isaiah 61 where we are instructed to ‘bring good news to the poor’. He says, ‘In such communities where I’ve worked, alongside the economic challenges, I’ve witnessed a poverty of hope. What greater hope is there than knowing Jesus? But a much higher proportion of churches in low-income communities have closed their doors than in affluent areas. We can use sports, games and fitness activities to make connections with children and young people and introduce them to Jesus. It can literally be a missional game-changer!

         ‘It is such a privilege to work alongside churches and congregation members living and working on those estates. They are so willing to roll up their sleeves and get out into their communities and share God’s love in practical ways.’

         More intensive help

         Getting Mission through Sport programmes off the ground in these areas is not always plain sailing and the churches involved often appreciate the extra practical help they can get from Mark and his team.

         Holly Phipps is one of SU’s two Sports Mission Pioneers and is based in Sheffield. She’s been working with All Nations, a church founded on the Fir Vale estate in September 2022. In Easter 2023, Holly and Mark partnered with a team of church volunteers and Christians in Sport to run a three-day sports camp to connect with local young people. Over 30 came. They included Josh*, who arrived on the first day to see his friends who were at the event. Sadly, his attitude was disrespectful and his actions disruptive.7
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         Mark says, ‘My instinct was to send Josh home, but I felt that God had other plans. I decided to invite him back the next day on the condition that he got his parents to complete a consent form and that he changed his attitude. To my surprise, he returned.’

         ‘I think I need Jesus to change me’

         However, Josh’s conduct was even more challenging on day two. ‘He was resistant to everything we were doing to the point that his behaviour was spoiling things for everyone else,’ recalls Mark. ‘I spent time talking with him and could see that he had potential, but I didn’t know how to get through to him.’

         Nevertheless, Josh returned on the final day of the sports camp as Mark was preparing to share the good news of Jesus. ‘It was one of the toughest groups I’ve ever had to face, but as I began speaking, the group went really quiet.

         ‘At the end, I asked them to get into pairs and a member of the team went to speak with each pair. I found myself talking to Josh. He’d been really affected by the message I’d shared and what he said next was amazing: “I think I need Jesus to change me.” And he meant it.

         ‘Hearing that after the challenges of the previous days made it all worthwhile. Josh didn’t become a Christian that day, but he did encounter hope and love on a sports field and now attends weekly sports sessions delivered by our team and the local church. God’s love had started to dismantle the seemingly impenetrable wall of resistance that Josh had built around himself.

         ‘Sport really can reach the hearts that other kinds of mission might not reach. My prayer is that many more churches will come to realise its value in sharing Jesus with a generation that don’t yet know him.’

         
            * Name changed to protect identity

         

         
            A shorter version of this story first appeared in Connecting You, Scripture Union’s free quarterly supporter magazine. If you’d like to receive copies of Connecting You and learn more of how God is moving in the hearts and lives of children and young people today, you can sign up on our website at su.org.uk/connectingyou.
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            Way in Acts 4–8

            Between Pentecost and Paul

         

         This section of Acts is sometimes overlooked: the period between Pentecost and Paul. Yet it is a foundational time for the church. We see patterns established of daily gatherings, of sharing possessions and of preaching accompanied by miracles. We also see the beginnings of organisation and structure as deacons are appointed. In addition, this is the period of the first persecutions.

         This series starts and ends with the first deaths within the early church. But what a contrast between them! Ananias and Sapphira forfeit their lives because they think they can lie to God. Stephen, on the other hand, is killed because he refuses to deny God. Together these deaths teach us that following Jesus is not to be taken lightly. We may face opposition for our faith, but that is surely better than facing the wrath of the Almighty God.

         In these chapters we will meet ordinary Christians, some named but many not. Not many of us will be superstars of the faith like Peter and John or Paul, but in these early chapters of Acts we meet believers to whom we can all relate, from those who shared their wealth (4:34), to the unnamed voices bringing the widows to the apostles’ attention (6:1), to those who buried Stephen (8:2) and those arrested by Saul (8:3). As we explore these texts, let’s ask God to show us our own place in the story of the church.
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            About the writer

            Alison Allen

            After 14 years as a single missionary in Romania, Alison now lives in Suffolk with one husband, two children and three cats. She is currently in the final stages of a PhD in the Sociology of Religion, looking at British Millennials in international missions.
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            Monday 1 July

            Giving freely

         

         PREPARE

         At the start of this week, bring to the Lord your plans, your hopes and your concerns.

         READ

         Acts 4:32 – 5:11

         EXPLORE

         This passage is unsettling to say the least! God takes the lives of an ordinary Christian couple because of a lie that was completely unnecessary. If they had simply said that they were keeping some money aside, nobody would have minded: the property was theirs to dispose of as they wished (5:4). But they chose to lie and paid for it with their lives. So why did they do it? It seems that Ananias and Sapphira were seeking prestige among the believers; perhaps they thought they could buy influence or position. Though the act of giving appeared generous, God saw through the facade. God cares more about the heart of the giver than the amount they give.

         However, it is not only this story that I find unsettling. The first part of the passage also makes me uncomfortable. In a world where the accumulation of possessions is prized, sacrificial giving seems crazy. One could argue that it is better to steward resources well than to sell up and give the proceeds away. Barnabas could have paid people to farm his land, then given the food grown to the poor. The difference 2,000 years on is that we have lost the eternal perspective of the first believers: if you genuinely believe that Christ could return tomorrow, what use are more possessions (Luke 12:16–21)?

         RESPOND

         Ask the Lord to show you what or how much he wants you to give, and to whom.

         All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.

         Acts 4:32

         Bible in a year: 2 Chronicles 33,34;  Psalms 75,76
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