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THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY ROAD TO REVOLUTION 1913–19


The desire for Irish independence from England was reawakened during the early twentieth century. Initially, the status of what was referred to at the time as Home Rule was considered sufficient by most of the Nationalist population across the island of Ireland. This would have resulted in a devolved government in Dublin, which would have provided partial political independence from the UK government in Westminster. However, Home Rule was unacceptable for the majority loyalist population in the northern counties because they considered Home Rule as Rome Rule. As a result, the Ulster Loyalists formed an armed paramilitary force called the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) in 1913 to resist the introduction of Home Rule by force of arms if necessary.


In response, the Irish Nationalists formed the Irish Volunteers in 1914 to promote the introduction of Home Rule by force of arms if necessary. The public meeting to formally establish the Irish Volunteers was held in the Rotunda Rink in Dublin on 25 November 1913, presided over by Eoin MacNeill.1 The public meeting to inaugurate the Irish Volunteers in Cork City and county was held in the old Cork City Hall on Sunday evening, 14 December 1913.2 The principal speakers were Eoin MacNeill and Sir Roger Casement; also in attendance was Tomás MacCurtáin, officer commanding the 1 Cork Brigade Irish Volunteers, who was to become the future Lord Mayor of Cork.


Politically, the Home Rule Bill was being pushed in Westminster Parliament by John Redmond’s Irish Nationalist Party and was supported by the newly formed Sinn Féin Party. Their work was being aided because they were supporting a minority Conservative government. The Home Rule Bill received its final reading in Westminster and was passed by the Conservative government.


However, because of the outbreak of the First World War in August 1914, the bill was put on hold for the duration of the war. Redmond proposed in a speech in Woodenbridge, Co. Wicklow on 20 September 1914 that members of the Irish Volunteers should militarily support Britain in its hour of need, and by doing so would help end the war earlier and thus ensure that Home Rule would be obtained. This led to a split in the Irish Volunteers. The majority, approximately 170,000, followed Redmond, and they became known as the Irish National Volunteers (INV), or Redmond’s Volunteers, and many enlisted in the British forces. Quite a few enlisted in the famous Irish regiments of the British Army, such as the South Irish Horse and the Royal Munster Fusiliers. Approximately 12,000 remained in the Irish Volunteers and retained their principles.3 It was this group that instigated the 1916 Easter Rising.


During Easter week 1916, some of the Cork members of the Irish Volunteers mobilised at their headquarters in Sheares Street in Cork City. These Volunteers included those who travelled to Cork City from Cobh and Dungourney to participate in the 1916 Rising. Their first mission was to provide security for distributing the arms and ammunition expected from the gun-running ship Aud.


However, as a result of the capture of the Aud off the Kerry coast on Good Friday evening, 21 April 1916, by a Royal Navy warship, and its later scuttling outside the entrance to Cork Harbour early the next day, Easter Saturday, all the eagerly awaited weapons and ammunition were lost, therefore the men returned to the city empty-handed. Also, because of conflicting orders and a lack of direct communications with their superior officers in Dublin, the Cork units did not play an active part in the Rising of Easter Week. This was beneficial in the long term because the Irish Volunteer companies in Cork remained intact and were very well placed to play a significant part in the War of Independence.


In the immediate post-1916 Rising period, the British authorities made at least two major errors. First, they executed the leaders and overnight turned these men into martyrs. Second, they interned 1,863 of the insurgents in a disused distillery and former prisoner-of-war camp in Frongoch, north Wales.4 The internment camp has been aptly described as ‘a university of revolution’.5 This was a major error because it brought together many individuals who would go on to play prominent roles in the War of Independence, including Michael Brennan of Clare; Michael Collins, Tomás MacCurtáin and Terence MacSwiney of Cork; Michael Leahy of Cobh; Tom McEllistrim of Kerry; and Dick McKee, Dick Mulcahy and Sean T. O’Kelly of Dublin, to name but a few.6


It was at Frongoch that these senior Irish Volunteer officers recognised that in a future attempt at gaining independence, priority must be given to destroying the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC), a force that was seen as the eyes and ears of Dublin Castle in every corner of Ireland and responsible for everything from the muzzling of a dog to the suppression of a rebellion, and also the ‘G’ (Intelligence) Division of the Dublin Metropolitan Police.


The network of contacts for conducting a national resistance movement was forged during their internment in north Wales. This camaraderie was the driving force that propelled the Irish Republican Army (IRA) during the War of Independence, 1917–21, a period described by the volunteers as the ‘four glorious years’.7


The lessons of the Rising were debated at Frongoch, the mistakes identified, and the new strategies and tactics of the War of Independence decided. It was decided that never again would they take on the might of the Crown Forces using conventional warfare.8


As a result of the sacrifices of the 1916 Rising, Home Rule was no longer acceptable to the Irish Volunteers; it was too little, too late. The new demands were for full independence from Great Britain and an Irish Republic.


The General Election of December 1918 was a resounding victory for Sinn Féin. Of the 105 candidates elected, seventy-three were Sinn Féin, twenty-six were Loyalists, and just six were for the Irish Parliamentary Party.9 The elected Republicans refused to take their seats at Westminster and instead formed the First Dáil, which met in the Mansion House, Dublin, on 21 January 1919. The Dáil adopted three foundation deeds, with the ‘Declaration of Independence’ being the most important to the IRA.10 This declared, ‘That a state of war existed which could never end until Ireland is evacuated by the armed forces of England.’11


The Deputies, while standing, affirmed, ‘We adopt this Declaration of Independence, and we pledge ourselves to put it into effect by every means in our power.’12


As a result of Sinn Féin’s success in the general election, the Dáil had a mandate from the majority of the Irish people for its military campaign against the British forces. The Dáil adopted the Irish Volunteers as the army of the Irish Republic. From then on, the Irish Volunteers were more commonly referred to as the Irish Republican Army, the IRA. In the eyes of those involved, there was now an Irish political establishment with a military force ready for the impending war.


The Irish Volunteers changed their military strategies and tactics because of the lessons learned during the 1916 Rising. The Volunteer Executive decided that in future, they would use guerrilla warfare – hit-and-run tactics. Priority would be given to neutralising the Royal Irish Constabulary. The Volunteers/IRA would also focus on the intelligence and counterintelligence war, finding out as much as possible about the enemy and passing on that information as quickly as possible to those who needed it, and at the same time preventing the enemy from doing the same to the IRA. Sinn Féin and the IRA would also wage a propaganda war against the Crown Forces and the British authorities. It was the intelligence and propaganda campaigns that would be the Irish Volunteers’, Sinn Féin’s and to IRA’s greatest successes.


In keeping with the new strategies and tactics of the IRA, the opening shots of the War of Independence were fired at members of the Royal Irish Constabulary at Soloheadbeg in Co. Tipperary on 21 January 1919, which resulted in the deaths of two constables, James McDonnell from Co. Mayo and Patrick O’Connell from Coachford, Co. Cork.13 The neutralising of the RIC by the IRA was achieved initially by attacking armed policemen and their isolated barracks, which were soft targets. This suited the IRA’s capability at this stage in the war. The authorities were forced to close hundreds of isolated RIC barracks and to withdraw the RIC into the large towns.


Initially, small, part-time IRA squads conducted the attacks on the RIC. The RIC, however, were gathering intelligence as to the identities of these IRA men and began raiding their homes. This forced some of the active members of the IRA to go on the run. This, in turn, led to the formation of the IRA flying columns from around September 1920. These were normally selected from the most active members of the IRA companies and battalions, or from IRA brigades where large tracts of remote terrain were available for manoeuvring.


Because all parts of East Cork were well serviced with public roads and because there was no substantial wilderness area, the principal flying column was the battalion column. The 4th Battalion flying column existed from September 1920 until it was wiped out at Clonmult on 20 February 1921. After that, most active companies in East Cork formed company flying columns. These were quite successful and made up of the most active men. There were occasions when two or more company columns came together for a planned ambush, as happened at Ballyonane outside Cloyne in early December 1920. There the company columns reinforced the battalion flying column. The planned ambush was unsuccessful only because the Crown Forces’ mobile convoy used a different road.


As part of the IRA’s war on the RIC, they also intimidated members of the RIC to resign and prevented potential recruits from enlisting. As a result, the strength and efficiency of the force diminished greatly. This compelled the British government to look for RIC recruits from the UK mainland. The first of these were former enlisted ranks of the British forces, and they became Temporary Constables in the RIC, better known as ‘the Black and Tans’. The second group were former commissioned officers from across the British armed forces. They became Temporary Cadets of the Auxiliary Division of the RIC, usually referred to as Auxiliaries or Auxies.


Confusingly, both the Temporary Constables and the Temporary Cadets were referred to as Black and Tans by the IRA. ‘Black and Tans is a term used in Ireland for the two branches of the English armed forces known as Royal Irish Constabulary English recruits and RIC Auxiliary.’14 Of the two, the Auxiliary Police were by far the most notorious.


The experience gained by the IRA during the early phase of the war and the capturing of service weapons, primarily from the RIC, enhanced their fighting confidence, and the forming of the flying columns gave the IRA the capability to take the fight to the British Army.


The British Army became more involved in the fight against the IRA due to the reduction of RIC capabilities. The superior firepower advantage enjoyed by the British Army was reduced by their lack of local knowledge. In particular, the military lacked local intelligence as to the identities of their IRA adversaries, and they certainly did not have the support of the civilian population.


The new guerrilla warfare strategy of the IRA using the flying columns led to many successful operations against the Crown Forces, particularly in remote locations. The flying columns focussed on their advantages of local knowledge and local support. It was critical for the IRA flying column operations that a hit-and-run action did not develop into a conventional engagement.


The logistics of supplying weapons and ammunition was a major difficulty for the IRA throughout the War of Independence. Some were smuggled into the country, however, most were captured during successful actions against the Crown Forces, particularly during 1920.


Another important new development for the IRA officers after the 1916 Rising was that they finally realised the importance of including an intelligence branch within their organisation and recognising the importance of winning the intelligence war. The IRA recognised the importance of having spies, touts and informers.


The IRA created a directorate of intelligence, and Michael Collins was the most successful director of intelligence. This was a major new development for the Irish Volunteers/IRA. Collins and his intelligence staff set up a national intelligence network to coordinate the IRA’s intelligence and counterintelligence war. Intelligence officers were appointed at IRA Brigade Headquarters and locally at Battalion Headquarters. Individual officers and Volunteers were made aware of the vital importance of collecting information on the Crown Forces. The local officers and members of the Irish Volunteers/IRA were also made aware of the requirement for the security of their information and the need for vigilance at all levels against British spies and informers, which is counterintelligence.


The IRA had a single head or director of intelligence. This enabled all information to be collected, analysed and passed on quickly so that actions could be taken. Fortunately for the IRA, the Crown Forces had a head of military intelligence and a separate head of police intelligence, and neither side trusted the other. As a result, for most of the War of Independence, only the minimum of intelligence was shared between the RIC and the British Army.


The IRA recruited their spies, informers and, in Dublin, the famous ‘Squad’. These were successfully incorporated into the IRA’s war-fighting machine, and they became the main operatives in the IRA’s intelligence and counterintelligence war against the Crown Forces. These IRA spies, informers and the ‘Squad’ became extremely successful, and their work weakened the Crown Forces’ fighting and intelligence-gathering capability.


The widespread support of the population was vital for the success of the IRA. A guerrilla army can never survive in the field without this support. The proof of this widespread support can be seen in the diverse occupations and professions of the imprisoned republicans. Every male occupation in Ireland was represented among the almost 4,000 IRA men held as prisoners and internees.


The active involvement of the women of Ireland was another major asset for the IRA. This support came from the members of Cuman na mBan and the women and girls in the communities across the country. Their involvement in gathering intelligence, carrying messages, nursing wounded Volunteers, carrying dispatches, hiding weapons and many other vital activities was essential.As long as they would remain united, the Irish Volunteers, Sinn Féin and the Irish Republican Army had potentially a war-winning combination.


During the War of Independence, the IRA had its General Headquarters (GHQ) in Dublin, and for command-and-control purposes, the country was divided into brigade areas. All the IRA brigades throughout the country were directly under the command of the IRA GHQ. This command-and-control system was quite successful.


Later in the war, divisions were introduced between GHQ and the brigades. The divisions consisted of several brigades. This system enabled IRA commanders and staff officers in GHQ to issue orders and instructions to officers throughout the country using the chain of command from GHQ – division – brigade – battalions – companies. Also, just as important, it enabled local commanders to communicate with GHQ, working through their chain of command by the reverse route.


For most of the War of Independence, the largest formation of the IRA at the regional level was the brigade. The brigades were subdivided into battalions, and some of the larger brigades had as many as ten of these, numbered one to ten. In practice, battalion areas were made up of a number of the larger towns in the area. The towns and villages within the battalion areas were designated as companies. Some larger battalions had as many as eighteen companies designated by letters, such as ‘A’ Company, ‘B’ Company. For example, Cobh, Co. Cork was designated ‘A’ Company, 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade. When companies were divided, the subdivision was referred to as a section.





_____________
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THE 4TH BATTALION, 1 CORK BRIGADE


Until 5 January 1919, the area of operations of the 1 Cork Brigade covered all of Co. Cork.1 This area of responsibility for 1 Cork Brigade operations was recognised as being far too large in an era of poor telephone systems, poor roads and the limited availability of motor cars, which meant that 1 Cork Brigade was proving almost impossible to command, control and administer.


On 5 January 1919, a meeting was held at Kilnadur, Dunmanway, which was chaired by Michael Collins, who was representing GHQ. During the meeting, it was decided to divide Co. Cork into three brigade areas.2 The 1 Cork Brigade’s new and reduced area of operations covered the city, west to Ballingeary and east to Youghal, with Tomás MacCurtáin, later Lord Mayor of Cork City, as brigade commander. 2 Cork Brigade covered North Cork with Liam Lynch in command, and the 3 (West Cork) Brigade under Tom Hales covered the western part of Co. Cork as far as the Kerry border.


During the War of Independence, the 1 Cork Brigade IRA consisted of nine battalions. The 1st and 2nd Battalions were in Cork City, the 3rd Battalion covered Ballincollig and Coachford, the 4th Battalion covered East Cork, the 5th Battalion, Glenville and Whitechurch, the 6th Battalion, north and north-west of Dripsey and Blarney, the 7th Battalion north and south of Macroom, the 8th Battalion, Inchigeelagh and Ballyvourney, and the 9th Battalion, Carrigaline, Belgooly and Ballinahassig.


All the attacks and ambushes carried out by the IRA in East Cork during the War of Independence were carried out by members of the 4th Battalion. It was the men of the 4th Battalion, using the appropriate strategy, initially involving their respective companies and later with their flying column, with the political mandate based on the results of the general election of 1918 and with the material support of a large percentage of the local population, which made the War of Independence in East Cork possible. The IRA men were greatly assisted by the local women of Cumann na mBan and the young boys of the IRA youth organisation, Na Fianna Éireann.


Comdt Michael Leahy of Cobh was appointed officer commanding the 4th Battalion in January 1918.3 He was arrested and imprisoned in 1919, and Daithí O’Brien was acting battalion OC during his temporary absence. When Leahy was released from prison in October 1919, he resumed command of the battalion. Leahy remained in that appointment until he was promoted to Vice Brigadier of 1 Cork Brigade in late October 1920. Comdt Leahy became the second in command of the brigade. Comdt Diarmuid Hurley was the battalion commander until he was killed by the RIC on 28 May 1921. Vice Comdt Joe Ahern replaced Comdt Hurley as the new OC 4th Battalion, a position he held for the remainder of the War of Independence.


The territorial boundary of the 4th Battalion corresponded roughly with the old Parliamentary area of East Cork. The western boundary of the battalion extended from Roche’s Point at the south-eastern corner of Cork Harbour, along the eastern side of the harbour, taking in the Great Island and Little Island, to Dunkettle Bridge adjacent to the northern entrance to the Jack Lynch Tunnel and north to Knockraha. The northern boundary was from Knockraha, east through Leamlara, Ballincurrig, Clonmult, Dungourney, Killeagh, Inch and Youghal. The southern boundary was the coastline from Youghal back to Roche’s Point.


[image: ]


L to R: Comdts Michael Leahy, Diarmuid Hurley and Joseph Ahern.








In early 1917, the battalion and company structures were introduced into the Irish Volunteer brigades, with accompanying military titles for the commissioned and non-commissioned officers.4 Initially, there were fifteen companies in the 4th Battalion. This was increased to seventeen when the Shanagarry/Ballycotton Company became two separate companies and after a company was formed in Cloyne in May 1920. At its peak, there were over 1,200 men in the 4th Battalion.5 The seventeen companies of the 4th Battalion were designated by a capital letter and were as follows:


‘A’ (Cobh) Company


‘B’ (Midleton) Company


‘C’ (Youghal) Company


‘D’ (Carrigtwohill) Company


‘E’ (Knockraha) Company


‘F’ (Dungourney, Clonmult, Mogeely and Castlemartyr) Company


‘G’ (Lisgoold) Company


‘H’ (Leamlara) Company


‘I’ (Ladysbridge) Company


‘J’ (Killeagh and Inch) Company


‘K’ (Cloyne) Company


‘L’ (Aghada) Company


‘M’ (Shanagarry) Company


‘N’ (Ballycotton) Company


‘O’ (Ballymacoda) Company


‘P’ (Glounthaune) Company


‘R’ (Churchtown South) Company


The 4th Battalion retained these seventeen companies until after the Truce was declared on 11 July 1921. In September 1921, two months after the Truce came into effect, the 4th Battalion was divided into two battalions, the 4th and the 10th.6 Nine companies were detached from the 4th Battalion to create the new 10th Battalion. All the East Cork men who served in the 10th Battalion and were involved in actions against Crown Forces during the War of Independence did so while members of the 4th Battalion.





_____________
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THE 4TH BATTALION COMPANY ACTIVITIES AND ACTIONS


One of the priorities of all active IRA companies throughout the War of Independence was to acquire arms and ammunition. The IRA obtained their weapons from a variety of sources. Initially, the Volunteers raided private houses and gun shops, but this proved successful only to a point, as the types of weapons procured generally only amounted to shotguns and .22in rifles, which were quite useless against Crown Forces’ .303in rifles.1 The IRA’s main focus for weapons was on the Crown Forces because service rifles, revolvers and ammunition were their major requirement. A fruitful source of service rifles were the Irishmen who were home on leave from the British Army. If the individual was lucky, he was asked to sell the rifle, but often, there was no choice. The authorities soon cut off this source when armouries were made available in England to secure the rifles of soldiers travelling home to Ireland. The weapons and ammunition captured in the successful ambushes on Crown Forces and the capture of the three RIC barracks, Carrigtwohill, Castlemartyr and Cloyne, greatly added to their armoury.


The activities carried out by the men of the companies of the 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade IRA, during the War of Independence can be found in two large files in Military Archives Ireland. These are Military Archives Ireland, MA/MSPC/A/1(4), 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade and MA/MSPC/A/1(10), 10th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade.


Confusingly, the accounts of the nine companies detached from the 4th Battalion in September 1921 to form the 10th Battalion are under the company designations when they were the 10th Battalion, when all their actions took place while they were companies of the 4th Battalion. For example, the accounts of the actions around Youghal are credited to ‘L’ Company, which did not exist during the height of the War of Independence because Youghal was ‘C’ Company 4th Battalion during the war and only became ‘L’ Company when it was transferred to the 10th Battalion after September 1921.


The accounts of these actions are available down to company level and were written by the veterans themselves during the 1930s and later. As a result, there are quite a few errors, omissions and contradictions compared with other accounts of events written nearer to the time.


THE COBH IRISH VOLUNTEER COMPANY, LATER ‘A’ (COBH) COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION


The Cobh Irish Volunteer Company was formed in early 1914, and within a few months it had approximately 500 members, organised into six companies. Mick Leahy was appointed leader of the Cobh unit, and Seamus Fitzgerald was appointed assistant leader; military titles or ranks were not used then. The company activities were in the hands of a committee of five or six members. That was the general pattern throughout the country.2


When the split occurred in the Irish Volunteers in late 1914, most of the Cobh members left and enlisted in the Irish National Volunteers, also called Redmond’s Volunteers. Only about twenty members remained in the Irish Volunteers.3


Approximately twelve members of the Cobh Company paraded with their weapons and equipment in Cobh at noon on Easter Saturday, 22 April 1916. They set off from Cobh and marched to Cork City. Just before they left the town, one of the Cobh harbour pilots informed them that a ship with Germans on board and a large cargo of arms had been sunk at the mouth of the harbour. This was the Aud, carrying the cargo of weapons and ammunition that the Irish Volunteers in Munster were depending so much on.4 When the Cobh men arrived in the city, they were billeted for the night in the Irish Volunteer HQ in Sheare’s Street. At around noon on Easter Sunday, the Cobh Company members set off for Macroom, and when they arrived there, they were paraded in the town square, in heavy rain, with the other Irish Volunteer companies. The assembled Irish Volunteers were complimented on their turnout and were told they would be returning to Cork by train. The Cobh men spent Easter Sunday night again billeted in Sheare’s Street.


At 8 p.m. on Easter Monday night, Mick Leahy was told by Tomás MacCurtáin to tell his Cobh men to deposit their firearms and ammunition in safe custody with the Cork City Volunteers at Sheare’s Street and then to return to Cobh by train.5


On Tuesday, 3 May 1916, Leahy and Seamus Fitzgerald were arrested by the RIC while at work on Haulbowline. They were taken to Cobh and from there by train to Cork City. In Cork, the two men were briefly imprisoned in the Military Detention Barracks before being transferred to Dublin. From Dublin, they were transferred to imprisonment in England. Sometime later, they were imprisoned with hundreds of fellow Irish Volunteers in Frongoch, north Wales. They were released from Frongoch just before Christmas 1916.6


By early 1917, Cobh had increased its strength to two companies of the 4th Battalion.7 The Cobh Company intensified training, collected firearms and began making explosives, detonators, bombs and mines.


On Saturday/Sunday, 2–3 February 1918, some Cobh volunteers carried out a night-time raid on O’Keeffe’s Gunsmith’s Shop on Harbour Row, Cobh. They entered the premises through a skylight and removed a large quantity of assorted weapons and ammunition. A British military patrol passed by while the raiders were on the premises.8 The raiders procured thirteen rifles, four shotguns and ammunition, including nine Sneider rifles, with ammunition to suit. They also took three Lee-Enfield rifles, six revolvers, some shotguns and rifles of different patterns, and 1,800 rounds of Lee-Enfield, Morris-Tube (.22in) rounds and other ammunition.9
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Comdt Michael Burke, Cobh.
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Capt Daithí O’Brien, Cobh.








In January 1919, Comdt Mick Leahy was appointed OC of the 4th Battalion and was arrested soon afterwards.10 Daithí O’Brien replaced him as OC until Leahy was released from prison in October the same year.11 Jack O’Connell from Cobh was originally a member of the Irish Volunteers. After the split of September 1914, he joined Redmond’s National Volunteers, and in March 1915, he re-joined the Irish Volunteers.12 Paddy Whelan, Capt James Ahern, James Glavin, Maurice Moore and Patrick O’Sullivan were all active in the Volunteer movement from this period. Capt James Ahern and James Glavin were killed at Clonmult, and Maurice Moore and Patrick O’Sullivan were captured there and later executed. Daithí O’Brien, Jack O’Connell and Michael Burke were company commanders of ‘A’ (Cobh) Company at various times during the War of Independence.


Paddy Whelan was originally from Wexford. He moved to Cobh, where his father was employed by Irish Lights and worked on the Daunt Rock Lightship. Paddy began work as a boilermaker’s apprentice in His Majesty’s Dockyard, Haulbowline, in September 1914.13


Members of ‘A’ Company frequently ambushed Crown Forces for weapons and ammunition in Cobh and on the Great Island in general. Cobh had the greatest concentration of Crown Forces in the 4th Battalion’s area of operations. These included the British Army in Belmont Huts and Spike Island, the RIC in the town and the Royal Navy and Royal Marines at Admiralty House, on Haulbowline and in the dockyard.


The names of the men from ‘A’ Company who were involved in the various actions against Crown Forces during 1920 and 1921 are listed in this book, within the accounts of the actions.The following are details of some of the smaller actions against Crown Forces in which members of ‘A’ (Cobh) Company participated during the War of Independence.14
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Seamus Fitzgerald, Cobh.








On Saturday/Sunday, 2–3 February 1918, O’Keeffe’s Gun Shop, Cobh, was raided by Cobh Volunteers who secured a range of arms and ammunition. See p.25.15


Also in early 1918, members of the Cobh branch of the IRA youth organisation Na Fianna carried out a raid for arms on a British armed trawler at Deepwater Quay, Cobh. The Na Fianna boys got on board the vessel at night and began searching for firearms. Some of the crew spotted them and raised the alarm. Tommy Hayes, one of the raiders, was caught. He was arrested, convicted and sentenced to a long term of imprisonment, some of which he served in Belfast Gaol. He took part in the hunger strike there and the general smashing up of the prison, which had been ordered by IRA leader Austin Stack, the IRA prisoners’ commandant in the gaol. When Hayes was finally released from prison, his mind was unhinged as a result of the treatment he received and he died in a mental hospital some years later.16


In February 1919, members of the Cobh Company ambushed and disarmed three British soldiers who were relieving a guard at Spy Hill, Cobh. The ambush was carried out very early in the morning by about twelve members of the Cobh Company, and three or four rifles were captured. The rifles were dumped in a vault in the old church cemetery at Ticknock, about a kilometre from the scene of the ambush. The vault chosen was covered with ivy, and the following week, when the RIC were searching for the captured rifles, they came to the vault, noticed the dead ivy on it and became suspicious. They opened the vault and spotted the hidden rifles, which they duly recovered.17


In 1919, some members of the Cobh Company noticed that three British soldiers had left their rifles lying carelessly about while waiting for a train at Cobh Railway Station. The Volunteers waited for their opportunity, seized the rifles and dropped them into a bread basket on the platform. They then walked calmly out of the station, carrying the basket with the rifles.18


In mid-1919, some members of the Cobh Company spotted two British soldiers armed with rifles walking in the part of Cobh known as ‘The Bench’. The Volunteers overpowered the soldiers and escaped with their rifles.19


In October 1919, three or four Cobh Company men were returning home from a hurling match by train when they noticed three armed soldiers on the train, who were also travelling to Cobh. The unarmed Volunteers got into the same carriage as the soldiers. When the train stopped at Carrigaloe Station about 4 kilometres from Cobh, the Volunteers overpowered the soldiers, took their three rifles and got away.20


On 3 January 1920, members of the company were very involved in the attack, capture and destruction of Carrigtwohill RIC Barracks. See Chapter 5.


On 28 February, men from the Cobh Company ambushed and disarmed members of a British military patrol at Bunker Hill, Rushbrook, Cobh, and five rifles were captured. British soldier Pte William Newman was shot during the ambush and died of his wounds the following day. See Chapter 7.


On 8 May, Cobh men were involved in the attack, capture and destruction of Cloyne RIC Barracks. See Chapter 8.


On Friday, 6 August, RIC DI George Archie Morant, not Mordaunt, the officer in charge of the Cobh RIC, where he had been stationed for about twelve months, was ambushed at The Park, Cobh, by four members of the Cobh Company. See Chapter 11.


Also in August, 1 Brigade HQ received information that Lord French, the Lord Lieutenant, intended to visit Admiral Sir Reginald Tupper in Cobh. Brigade HQ instructed the company commander in Cobh that Lord French was to be shot when he came ashore. On the day of his arrival in Cobh, he came ashore at the customary landing place and was driven to Admiralty House, which was about a kilometre away, escorted by a strong military force. All this happened so quickly that the IRA did not have sufficient time to prepare an ambush.


That Saturday evening, the IRA men set up an ambush position between Admiralty House and the pier, covering the road on which they expected Lord French’s convoy would travel. Cobh IRA man Patrick O’Sullivan, later captured and executed for Clonmult, was positioned nearer Admiralty House, and he was to signal the ambushers if he saw the convoy leaving for the pier. O’Sullivan’s brother was working in Admiralty House and was to signal when he saw the convoy leaving the house. All stayed in their positions until 11 p.m. when they received word that Lord French was staying in Admiralty House for the night. The ambushers and scouts were in position all the next day, and again Lord French stayed where he was.


The IRA men went back to their ambush positions on Monday morning until about 11 a.m., when they received word that Lord French had left Admiralty House by a rear exit. A car was waiting for him, and he was driven rapidly to a small private harbour at Cuskinny on the east side of the town. He boarded a launch and was taken out to a destroyer in the harbour. From when Lord French arrived in Cobh until his departure, all the roads in the vicinity of Admiralty House were patrolled by a strong military force.21


On 25 August 1920, men from ‘A’ (Cobh) Company attacked and disarmed a military party working in a quarry in Cobh. Twelve rifles were captured and two soldiers were wounded. See Chapter 10.


On 20 February 1921, the battle of Clonmult took place, and two members of ‘A’ Company, Capt James Ahern and Vol James Glavin, were killed in action. Two other ‘A’ Company men, Lt Patrick O’Sullivan and Vol Maurice Moore, were captured and subsequently executed. Capt Jack O’Connell from Cobh was the only one to escape from Clonmult. See Chapter 21.


On Saturday, 30 April, members of the company assisted in the escape of three republican prisoners from the British Military Prison in the Field on Spike Island, capturing one rifle. See Chapter 27.


Members of the company carried out a raid on a British ship at Rushbrook docks in which three rifles and 2,000 rounds of ammunition were captured. (The date for this was not found.)


On 3 May, Comdt Mick Burke assembled about eight members of the Cobh Company, all armed with revolvers, to carry out a raid on six obsolete Royal Navy sloops off Passage Docks. They boarded the six sloops at about 4 a.m. and took the watchmen off. The IRA men opened the sea cocks on the sloops and then smashed the sea cocks to prevent them being shut, and they also smashed the watertight doors with sledgehammers. When the IRA men returned the following morning to see the results of their night’s work, the only things visible were the masts and funnels of the vessels; the sloops were well underwater.22


The Cork Examiner correspondent reported:




On 3 May 1921, attempts were made to sink six obsolete ex-Royal Navy sloops that had been discarded since the end of the world war and were moored near Passage Docks. Attempts were made to scuttle some of them in the early hours of 3 May, and a destroyer was ordered from Cobh to Passage to stand by, one of the boats was sinking.23





The following official statement on the matter was handed to the Examiner correspondent by the Admiralty authorities:




An attempt was made to damage six small obsolete ships, lying off Passage, in the early hours of May 3, which are on the Admiralty disposal list or already sold to private firms. No damage of any importance was affected. It seems a somewhat shortsighted policy that mischievous attempts of this nature to damage Admiralty property should be made at a time when the fate of Haulbowline Dockyard is hanging in the balance. Such attempts, if successful, would throw out of employment the civilian caretakers of these vessels and thereby add to the already considerable unemployment at Queenstown (Cobh).24





During May, 1 Brigade HQ instructed the OC of Cobh Company that passports and tickets issued to Irish men of military age leaving Cobh for America should be seized. This was to be carried out on the night before a ship sailed. The idea was to discourage such men from leaving the country at a time when the Irish government considered that such men should stay at home and play their part in the fight for freedom. Members of the company were mobilised and, in groups of two or three, searched all hotels and boarding houses in and around Cobh. The IRA men confiscated upwards of eighty passports and tickets that night.25


Also in May, Mick Burke requested about 14 pounds of gelignite from battalion stocks, which he intended to use to demolish Belvelly Bridge, the only land link between the Great Island and the mainland. A few nights after receiving the explosives, Burke, along with some members of the Cobh Company, tried unsuccessfully to demolish the bridge. They were unable to dislodge the keystone in the short time available. So, instead, they placed about 3 pounds of gelignite in the water traps at each side of the bridge and detonated it, badly damaging the bridge and destroying the water main serving the Great Island. Burke decided to use the remaining gelignite to mine a Royal Navy destroyer, HMS Trenchant, being repaired in Haulbowline Dockyard.26


In late May, Burke selected two men from the Cobh Company working in Haulbowline Dockyard and instructed them where to place the gelignite in the destroyer. At the time, the two IRA men were working on the destroyer with many others, and all had to be off the destroyer at about 4.30 p.m. every evening. The two were told to lay the explosives just before coming off the boat and to ignite the fuse by setting a candle, which would detonate the explosives about two hours after everyone had gone ashore. The gelignite exploded at about 9.30 p.m. on 1 June 1921, resulting in some minor damage to the boiler room. The dockyard was closed on the orders of Royal Navy Admiral Tupper and did not reopen until 15 June. One thousand men were out of work during the closure, which caused considerable financial difficulty for the men and their families.


The event was widely reported in the local newspapers. On 1 June, an attempt was made to blow up the Royal Navy destroyer HMS Trenchant, which was lying in Haulbowline Naval Dockyard. A bomb that had been placed in the boiler room exploded at 9.27 p.m. One of the bomb plates was slightly damaged, but there were no casualties.27 The day after the bomb exploded on the destroyer, all the civilian workers in the dockyard were paid off. The Freeman’s Journal correspondent stated, ‘the news of the explosion came as a bombshell to the people of Cove, whose main source of steady income came from Haulbowline’. The R-Class destroyer was undergoing a refit in Haulbowline. Although the destroyer was only slightly damaged, the dockyard was closed until 15 June. The destroyer was sent to Devonport, England, to complete its refit.28


Because ‘A’ (Cobh) Company was located in a major British military area, it was probably the most active company in the 4th Battalion. The company’s area of operations was a target-rich environment.


During 1920 and 1921, ‘A’ (Cobh) Company consisted of six sections. Sections 1 to 4 were in Cobh town and the other two were the Belvelly and Ballymore Sections. When the Truce came into effect on 11 July 1921, there were approximately 120 men in the Cobh Company, excluding men on the run or in prison. The officers in the Cobh Company were:29


Michael J. Burke, Capt, Company Commander


John Moore, First Lt, Company Second in Command


Andrew Butterly, Second Lt


Patrick Collins, NT, Company Adjutant (Adjt)


Denis Duggan, Quartermaster (QM)


George Reilly, OC No. 1 Section


Jerome Grayley, OC No. 2 Section


Daniel Leahy, OC No. 3 Section


Thomas Lehane, OC No. 4 Section


Edward Butler, OC Belvelly Section


OC Ballymore Section not listed


For comprehensive lists of the men who served in ‘A’ (Cobh) Company during the War of Independence, see Military Archives Ireland, MA/MSPC/A/1(4), 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade, ‘A’ Company.


THE MIDLETON IRISH VOLUNTEER COMPANY, LATER ‘B’ (MIDLETON) COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION


The Midleton Company Irish Volunteers was formed in October 1916.30 Jack O’Shea, John Brady and Sean Buckley were the company officers and the company consisted of upwards of twenty men.31 Towards the end of 1917, the 4th Battalion companies were redesignated, and Midleton became ‘B’ Company. During the conscription crisis in late 1918, the company’s strength increased to about seventy men.


Capt John Brady was the company captain, also called the company commander, and John O’Shea was a lieutenant in the Midleton Company. John Brady was arrested by the RIC for the third time on 12 March 1918 and charged with unlawful assembly and drilling in Midleton on 24 February 1918.32 Brady refused to recognise the court and was remanded to the next sitting of the Queenstown (Cobh) Court. As a result of Brady’s arrest, Lt John O’Shea was made acting captain of the Midleton Company. O’Shea remained captain for three weeks until he was arrested on 2 April and charged with unlawful assembly in Midleton on 20 March 1918. He was tried on 11 April 1918, convicted and sentenced to three months’ imprisonment without hard labour in Belfast Gaol.33
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L to R: Capt Jack O’Shea, Capt John Brady and Vol Sean Buckley, all from Midleton.








The Midleton Company parade ground was a walled enclosure in an old, ruined castle yard at Cahermone, a short distance on the east side of the town. Their rifles were ‘stout branches broken off nearby trees’.34


Diarmuid Hurley from Kilbrittain, West Cork, arrived in Midleton from Belfast in September 1918. He worked as a foreman in T.S.R. Coppinger, grain merchants, on Main Street. It was here that he received the nickname ‘The Gaffer’. He was afterwards appointed OC of ‘B’ (Midleton) Company.35
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Vol Denis Ring, Midleton.








Joseph Ahern was active in the Volunteers in Midleton from the earliest days. He was the company’s second in command and later became the second in command of the battalion flying column.36 Vice Comdt Joseph Ahern was the commanding officer of the 4th Battalion at the Truce.


On Easter Sunday, 20 April 1919, members of the Midleton Company raised the Irish tricolour on the tower above the Town Hall on Main Street, Midleton. Information was received that the local RIC was going to remove it. About twenty of the company were mobilised in the Town Hall and armed under the company officers. They were prepared to resist the RIC, but although they remained until late that night, the RIC never turned up.37


Members of the company regularly raided private houses for firearms. RIC DI John Webster’s house near Ballinacurra was raided, and several rifles were procured. In July 1919, there were simultaneous raids around Midleton and in the surrounding districts for firearms. The entire company was divided into sections under their section commanders. They were ordered to raid all houses where they believed arms were to be found. The raids greatly increased the quantity of firearms in the company, but they mainly consisted of shotguns and cartridges.


In July 1919, members of the Midleton Company mobilised, along with men from adjoining companies, for a planned raid on Ballyquirke Aerodrome near Killeagh. Unfortunately, the attack had to be called off. See Chapter 4.


Meanwhile, the strength of the company increased and training was intensified. Some members of the company were engaged in the manufacture of home-made bombs. The bombs were made from gunpowder and scrap metal and loaded in tin cans.


Early in November 1919, Diarmuid Hurley, the company captain, Joe Ahern, Tadgh Manley, M. Cronin and John Kelleher carried out a reconnaissance on Ballyquirke Aerodrome on several nights to plan another attempt to raid the base. The second attempt was for 11 November, and again several men from the local companies were mobilised. The plan depended on a member of the base garrison being taken captive and the IRA using him to gain entry. The mission had to be called off again when the soldiers on guard at the base became suspicious. See Chapter 4.


Comdt Diarmuid Hurley was appointed the officer commanding the 4th Battalion at the end of 1920 after Comdt Mick Leahy was transferred to 1 Cork Brigade Headquarters. This was in addition to Comdt Hurley’s position as company commander of ‘B’ (Midleton) Company. Comdt Hurley’s promotion to battalion commander showed the high standing in which he was held among the senior officers of 1 Cork Brigade.


The names of the men from ‘B’ (Midleton) Company who were involved in the various actions against Crown Forces during 1920 and 1921 are listed in this book, within the accounts of the actions.
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Vol Denis Dennehy, Midleton, with a Lewis Gun. His brother, Donal, was killed at Clonmult.








The following are some of the actions in which members of ‘B’ (Midleton) Company participated during the War of Independence:38


1) July 1919, the first attempted raid on Ballyquirke Aerodrome, see Chapter 4.


2) 11 November 1919, a second attempted raid on Ballyquirke Aerodrome, see Chapter 4.


3) 3 January 1920, the capture and destruction of Carrigtwohill RIC Barracks, see Chapter 5.


4) 9 February 1920, the capture of Castlemartyr RIC Barracks, see Chapter 6.


5) 8 May 1920, the capture and destruction of Cloyne RIC Barracks, see Chapter 8.


6) 5 June 1920, the Mile Bush ambush, see Chapter 9.


7) 6 June 1920, a planned attack on Ballycotton RIC Barracks, see Chapter 9.


8) A planned attack on an armoured car on Main Street, Midleton, see Chapter 9.


9) 27 August 1920, the Churchtown North ambush, see Chapter 12.


10) 27 November 1920, the deaths of Vol William Heffernan and RIC Constable Quinn in Castlemartyr, see Chapter 16.


11) 12 December 1920, Flying Column’s narrow escape from Cloyne, see Chapter 18.


12) 29 December 1920, the Main Street, Midleton ambush, see Chapter 19.


13) 10 April 1921, the Ballyedekin ambush, see Chapter 24.


14) 1 May 1921, the killing of two Black and Tans in Castlemartyr Wood, see Chapter 26.


15) 11 May 1921, mine attack on Midleton RIC Barracks and Midleton Courthouse, see Chapter 28.


16) 14 May 1921, the killing of three RIC men in Midleton, see Chapter 26.


17) 14 May 1921, the killing of two Royal Marines near Ballinacurra, see Chapter 26.


18) 3 July 1921, the Carrigshane ambush, see Chapter 34.


For comprehensive lists of the men who served in ‘B’ (Midleton) Company during the War of Independence, see Military Archives Ireland, MA/MSPC/A/1(4), 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade, ‘B’ Company.


THE YOUGHAL IRISH VOLUNTEER COMPANY, LATER ‘C’ (YOUGHAL) COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION


The Youghal Company Irish Volunteers was formed in October/November 1916 by Mick Walsh and James Keogh. The company was reorganised again on 14 February 1917. Con O’Brien was selected as company captain, also referred to as company commander, with First Lt James Keogh selected as his second in command. During 1917, the senior members of the Youghal Company were involved in organising Volunteer companies in Piltown, Clashmore, Ardmore, West Waterford, Knockanore, Ballymacoda and Killeagh in Co. Cork.


After O’Brien was transferred to ‘B’ Company, 1st Battalion, Dublin Brigade, in July 1918, Keogh took over as company commander, a position he retained until he was arrested by Crown Forces in February 1920. William Bland became the company commander in February 1921 and continued until he was arrested by Crown Forces.


In November 1916, members of the Youghal Company captured sixteen rifles belonging to the Irish National Volunteers (INV), the Redmondites.


By order of GHQ, during the general election of 1918, members of the Youghal Company were engaged in protecting the Sinn Féin candidates and guarding the ballot boxes during and after the voting.


On 13 November 1918, members of the company raided the residence of Rev Hodges and managed to get two shotguns, two revolvers, one rifle and an assortment of ammunition.


On 15 November, members of the company raided Mr Robert’s home about 2 kilometres from Youghal and managed to get one sporting rifle and one revolver.


On 27 November, members of the Youghal Company raided Heathfield Towers, about 2 kilometres from Youghal, where two shotguns and one revolver were found.


In April 1919, company members raided Col Roch’s residence at Woodbine House, Monatrea, Co. Waterford. One shotgun, one revolver and a small amount of ammunition were taken.


Around that time, members of the company raided Uniacke’s House near Mount Uniacke. Two shotguns, four boxes of cartridges, a sporting rifle and a good quantity of ammunition were taken.


On 3 October 1919, members of the company raided Davis Place, 1 kilometre from Youghal, and one shotgun and one revolver were found.


In early September, a request was received by the OC Youghal Company from the OC Fermoy Battalion, asking him to send six men in a car to Fermoy on the morning of 9 September to assist in the planned ambush of British soldiers parading to church. The six men selected were OC James Keogh, S.P. Daly, Gerald Kenneally, M. McCarthy, Don O’Driscoll and Michael Shalloe. McCarthy was commanded to drive the car, but he refused. A later dispatch from Fermoy stated they had enough men, but they wanted the car badly. However, they couldn’t get the car to Fermoy because McCarthy was the only driver. The dispatches were sent to Youghal by Liam Lynch and were received by Miss B. O’Keeffe.


On the evening of 9 September 1919, a few hours after the Fermoy ambush, George Power arrived in Youghal, where he met Jim Cashman and Jim Keogh. He told them that Lynch had been wounded during the ambush and urgently needed medical care and protection. Several members of the Youghal Company managed to get Lynch into a private house near the mental hospital and received medical care for him. Lynch wanted to get to West Waterford on 10 September. Keogh travelled to Dungarvan to arrange for Lynch’s protection. Keogh met Jim Mansfield, the OC West Waterford Battalion, and he moved Lynch to the Curragh, Ardmore.


On 19 October, members of the company raided the home of the Rev Mr Crone near the lighthouse. One sporting rifle, two shotguns and two revolvers were taken. Two of his sons, who were serving as officers in the British Army, were at home during the raid.


In November, members of the company spotted two soldiers with their rifles coming from the railway station. Both were relieved of their weapons and a small amount of ammunition.


On 11 November, men from the company were on scout duty as part of the plan for the second raid on Ballyquirke Aerodrome outside Killeagh. They were to cut the telegraph and telephone lines. They were also in ambush positions to delay British troops, lorries or bicycle patrols that would be sent to the aerodrome after the planned attack began. However, the attack was called off. The Youghal men involved were OC James Keogh and Vols D. Sullivan, Gerald Kenneally, John Whelan and Richard Whelan. See Chapter 4.


In January and February 1920, the OC West Waterford Brigade requested assistance from the Youghal Company during the first and second attacks on the RIC barracks in Ardmore. They wanted the Youghal men to cut telegraph wires, block roads and, if necessary, snipe at British forces from Youghal Military Barracks heading to Ardmore. The roads were blocked, and wires were cut, but the Crown Forces in Youghal did not attempt to get to Ardmore.


During June and July 1920, local tradesmen employed in the Youghal Military Barracks managed to smuggle out small arms and some ammunition on three separate occasions.


In July, members of the Youghal Company raided Forde’s home in Lower Strand for weapons. One .22in sporting rifle and four boxes of ammunition were taken.


On 1 August, Head Constable Thomas Ruddock was shot by the IRA just after leaving Sunday Service, he was merely wounded in the leg. The shooting took place near the Youghal Post Office and just about 100 metres from the RIC barracks. The head constable left his posting in Youghal shortly afterwards.


In August, military mails were captured near Green Park, Youghal. After that raid, military lorries carried the mail to and from the army barracks and the railway station.


In September, a military doctor’s bicycle was captured on Cork Hill.


In October, OC Youghal Company received orders from Brigade HQ that he was to try to either capture or shoot a local man, Alfred Kidney, because he was believed to be a spy. The man was about 31 and lived in Nile Street, now North Main Street, Youghal, just 70 metres from the RIC barracks. He was an ex-serviceman, and at the time, he was an unemployed cabinetmaker. The IRA men tried to capture him, but he resisted, and an RIC patrol came to his assistance. The IRA men had to withdraw while under fire from the RIC men.


In November, OC Youghal Company received further orders from Brigade HQ that he was to try to get Kidney dead or alive. One Sunday night, P. O’Reilly, James Keogh and S.P. Daly waited for Kidney, and they spotted him near the Clock Gate around 8 p.m. The congregation were emerging from the nearby Catholic church, and pedestrians were on the street. The job had to be called off because of the danger to members of the public. Kidney spotted the three IRA men and hid among the civilians.


Also in November, the West Waterford Brigade took part in a feint attack on Ardmore RIC Barracks and the marines in the local Coastguard Station. The attack was a ploy to lure the military and RIC from Youghal. The IRA were in positions at Piltown Cross, waiting to ambush the Crown Forces from Youghal going to the assistance of their colleagues in Ardmore. See Chapter 17.
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Vice Comdt Patrick O’Reilly, Youghal.








According to IRA battalion records, on 5 November 1920, the British military raided the Sinn Féin Hall in Youghal while the volunteers were having a meeting there. A fight occurred, during which Pte William George King, 2nd Battalion, the Hampshire Regiment, was killed.


However, newspaper accounts tell a different story. On Friday, 5 November, an officer and four soldiers entered Bransfield’s barber’s shop in Youghal, where an armed man had been reported. The military were fired on by IRA men from shops on the opposite side of the street. Pte King was shot in the chest by a bullet fired from the backyard.39 The volunteers captured one rifle with fifty rounds of ammunition and one revolver. The soldiers retaliated that night and started to ‘beat up the town’. The Volunteers sniped at them in Cork Hill and the soldiers retreated.


About noon on 3 December, members of the Ardmore Company attacked a six-man RIC foot patrol from Youghal while the policemen were crossing the old Youghal bridge over the River Blackwater. When the RIC patrol appeared on the bridge, the IRA opened fire, mortally wounding RIC Constable Maurice Prendiville and wounding two other policemen. See Chapter 17.


On 4 December, members of the company carried out a raid for firearms on Ballinatray House, Youghal. They captured three shotguns, a sporting rifle, two revolvers and an assortment of ammunition.


On 11 December, a suspected spy was fired on but not hit, and he left the country. On 18 December, another suspected spy was captured and sent out of the country.


On a date not listed, members of the company carried out a raid for firearms on Dr Charles Ronayne’s home, at South Abbey, Youghal, capturing two revolvers and an assortment of ammunition. Two of Dr Ronayne’s sons were British Army officers.


Also, in December, members of the Youghal Company held up two British Army officers in civilian dress near the Clock Tower. A patrol of soldiers came on the scene and the Volunteers had to withdraw.


Alfred Kidney was eventually shot and mortally wounded by P. O’Reilly and James Keogh on 4 February 1921 while walking along Nile Street (North Main Street) around 8 p.m. He was shot in the head and back, and he died of his wounds in the Workhouse Hospital later that night.40 Two soldiers and an RIC officer were in Fitzgerald’s shop opposite the site of the shooting and rushed out ‘to see a very tall man running away’. Military and police witnesses described hearing four gunshots.


On 17 February, while members of the company were collecting the Arms Fund Levy near Pilmore Cross, 5 kilometres from Youghal, they ran into a British Army mobile patrol consisting of three lorries.41 An engagement took place that lasted for about twenty minutes. The Youghal company commander James Keogh was captured, as were Michael Kelleher and Patrick J. Power. Keogh and Kelleher were charged with possession of arms and ammunition and were tried by Military Court in Victoria Barracks, Cork, on 6 March. Both men were convicted and sentenced to ten years’ penal servitude.42 Power was charged with possession of arms and tried by Military Court, also in Victoria Barracks, Cork, on 7 March 1921. He was convicted and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment with hard labour. The three men were imprisoned on Spike Island in 1921.


On 6 March, members of the company attempted to capture and shoot a military sergeant near O’Rahilly Street, approximately 100 metres from the Clock Gate. The attempt was unsuccessful.
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L to R: Youghal Company officers, James Keogh, William Bland, Michael Kelleher and Patrick Power. Photo taken on Spike Island in 1921 while the men were prisoners.








In early March, 1 Cork Brigade HQ ordered the shooting of John Cathcart, of Devonshire Square, Youghal, managing director of Pasley’s Ltd, Youghal, for supplying information about the IRA to the Crown Forces. At 3.30 a.m. on 25 March, Cathcart was in his office when he was shot dead by local IRA men. He was convicted of spying for the Crown Forces when information about him was found after an aircraft carrying dispatches crashed. Cathcart was aged 52, a widower with three children.


Also, in March, 1 Cork Brigade HQ ordered two suspected spies, Rev Mr Hogges and Mrs Rearson, to leave the country.


During the last week of March, while Jerome Cadogan of Knocknacally, Youghal, was bringing dispatches from the Youghal Unit to Killeagh, he received a slight wound to his left foot. He spotted a lorry of British troops travelling in the direction of Midleton. Cadogan was afraid of losing the important dispatches and being caught, so he dropped his bicycle and escaped on foot with the dispatches.


In April, members of the Youghal Company commandeered Noble’s motor car carrying a Methodist minister to Youghal Military Barracks. Also in April, Mr Moloney, a solicitor in Youghal, had his motorbike commandeered by the IRA.


Between February and April, 4th Battalion HQ ordered bicycles to be taken from the ‘enemy’ and used for transport purposes for the column and dispatch purposes.


In April, the IRA in Youghal planned to ambush Crown Forces at Burgess Cross, located between Youghal and Killeagh. Capt William Hoare was carrying small arms for the ambush from Ballymacoda district, ran into a party of RIC and was killed in the engagement. The planned ambush was called off for fear that Hoare had the plans in his possession when he was killed. See Chapter 23.


The IRA staged an ambush in the Fair Field on 7 May. The Youghal Na Fianna unit reported that a dance was being held in the military barracks and that a British ex-servicemen’s band and local members of the RIC were invited. Some of those invited went to the dance at about 9 p.m., and while they were leaving at about 2.30 a.m., Vol Wm Bland signalled their approach to the waiting ambushers. The IRA men opened fire on the group from Green’s Quay and Church Street. Thomas Collins, an ex-soldier, was mortally wounded.


On 15 May, Pat Meade’s motorbike was commandeered for transport purposes for the Active Service Unit (ASU).


Members of the Youghal Company concealed a landmine on the Claycastle Road in Youghal on 20 May to be used against a British Army lorry from the Essex Regiment that passed that position every day. The IRA men waited there for five days, but the lorry never passed. Meanwhile, the Essex Regiment was transferred out of Youghal and replaced by troops from the Hampshire Regiment. The ambush was called off.


Shortly afterwards, local IRA men noticed that the Hampshire Regiment troops marched from the army barracks in the town to the rifle range at Claycastle via the Golf Links Road. So, on 30 May, they shifted the mine from Claycastle Road to midway in the Golf Links Road. The following morning, the mine exploded while the band of the Hampshire Regiment accompanied by a marching body of troops was passing. Several members were killed or died of their wounds. See Chapter 31.


On 10 May, near Piltown, Kinsalebeg, Youghal, Vice Comdt William Doyle, 3rd Battalion, Waterford Brigade, with three members of the Kinsalebeg Unit, along with Vols James Quain and E.P. Lynch, from the Youghal Unit, all of whom were on the run, heard that thirty marines with an officer were on cycling duty from Ardmore, and were raiding in the area. The IRA men were discussing the possibility of sniping the marines, when suddenly the marines surprised the IRA men and opened fire on them. The IRA men replied with their rifles and revolvers. Being outnumbered, the IRA men had to break off the engagement and retreat very quickly. They had bad cover while retreating. Vol Quain was killed and Vol Lynch was captured, the remainder escaping.


IRA men from Youghal confiscated a large quantity of petrol from Youghal railway station on 6 June. The petrol was transported to the Youghal Company dump and later to the battalion dump.
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Vol James Mary Quain, Youghal.








At the end of May, there was an attempted ambush on the Black and Tans at the corner of Ashton Court and Green Park in Youghal. The ten-man police foot patrol was marching towards the ambush position when suddenly they decided to turn back. They were about 40 metres from the ambush position, so all the IRA men could do was snipe at them. After a short skirmish, the police retreated.


Around the end of June, P. O’Reilly, the commander of the Youghal Company, along with Thomas Power and Jerome Cadogan, were going on foot from Youghal to Killeagh. Power was scouting ahead of his colleagues. Suddenly, they saw three lorries of soldiers heading in their direction. The three IRA men very quickly retreated, and the soldiers opened fire on them. Cadogan received a bullet wound in his groin. The three men escaped even though the soldiers followed them for about thirty minutes.


On various occasions, IRA men stopped, disarmed and searched British officers and soldiers going to and from their barracks near Cork Hill. Sometimes, they managed to get small arms, ammunition and valuable information from the soldiers.


The Truce came into effect on Monday, 11 July 1921. During September, the 4th Battalion’s area of operations was divided in two. The eastern half was detached from the 4th Battalion and reformed as a new 10th Battalion. The Youghal Company was redesignated ‘L’ (Youghal) Company, 10th Battalion. All the actions carried out by Youghal Company men during the War of Independence were while they were members of ‘C’ (Youghal) Company, 4th Battalion.


For comprehensive lists of members of ‘C’ (Youghal) Company during the War of Independence, see Military Archives Ireland, MA/MSPC/A/1(10), 10th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade, ‘L’ Company.


In September 1921, ‘C’ (Youghal) Company, 4th Battalion became ‘L’ (Youghal) Company, 10th Battalion.


THE CARRIGTWOHILL IRISH VOLUNTEER COMPANY, LATER ‘D’ (CARRIGTWOHILL) COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION


Initially, members of ‘D’ (Carrigtwohill) Company were involved in raiding for arms and ammunition in the Carrigtwohill district and at Cobh Junction. The senior officer of ‘D’ Company was Capt Thomas Cotter from Carrigane, Carrigtwohill.43


For security reasons and to avoid suspicion in the locality, members of the local ‘D’ Company were not called on to participate in the attack and capture of Carrigtwohill RIC Barracks on 3 January 1920, however, Capt Thomas Cotter was involved that night.44


During the Midleton ambush on 29 December 1920, members of ‘D’ Company were mobilised to man two blocking positions about 100 metres apart on the main road west of Midleton at Ballyrichard, Mile Bush. See Chapter 9. This was to prevent or delay police or military reinforcements from Cork City and Cobh gaining access to Midleton during the operation. These were the only blocking positions where the IRA engaged a Crown Forces relief patrol a few hours after the ambush. The Carrigtwohill IRA men were divided into two sections, and they were in position about 50 metres back from the road, each armed with a rifle.45


Thirty-three men from ‘D’ (Carrigtwohill) Company manned these blocking positions.46 These were Volunteers David Ahern, James Ahern, Daniel Browne, James Browne, Thomas Browne, James Coffey, Michael Cotter, Thomas Cotter, John Creedon, Daniel Cronin, John Crowley, Francis Deasy, James Deasy, Edmond Donovan, William Fenton, David Fitzgerald, John Fitzgerald, John J. Fitzgerald, Richard Flynn, Francis Healy, James Kelleher, John J. Lawton, Edmond Mulcahy, Patrick Mulcahy, William Mulcahy, Michael Murnane, William O’Brien, James O’Connell, Michael O’Connell, Patrick O’Mahony, John Perry, Michael Ryan and Maurice Wallace.


There are no members of ‘D’ (Carrigtwohill) Company listed in the 4th Battalion records for the Cloyne RIC Barracks attack.


For lists of the men who served in ‘D’ (Carrigtwohill) Company during the War of Independence, see Military Archives Ireland, MA/MSPC/A/1(4), 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade, ‘D’ Company.


The names of the men from ‘D’ (Carrigtwohill) Company who were involved in the major actions of the 4th Battalion against the Crown Forces between 1920 and 1921 are detailed elsewhere in this book, within the accounts of the actions.


THE KNOCKRAHA IRISH VOLUNTEER COMPANY, LATER ‘E’ (KNOCKRAHA) COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION


The meeting to form the Knockraha Irish Volunteer Company was held in February 1917 in Fitzgerald’s family home in Ballinbrittig, Knockraha. Jack Ahern, Jim Ahern, Martin Corry, Dan Fenton, Bill Fitzgerald, John Fitzgerald, Patrick Fitzgerald, Jack Long, Danny Lynch, Dan Madden and Jim Murphy attended that first meeting.47 Meetings continued to be held in the house, which was known as ‘Liberty Hall’.


Martin J. Corry was the company captain (company commander) of ‘E’ (Knockraha) Company for most of the War of Independence. Corry was born in Cork City, the son of an RIC head constable. A head constable was the equivalent of a garda inspector.


Corry was at the meeting in ‘Liberty Hall’ in February 1917 when the Knockraha Company was formed. The only occasions he was replaced as company captain were while he was in prison. He was imprisoned in Cork Male Gaol, off Western Road, in November 1917, for participating in raids on houses for firearms. He went on a hunger strike, and as a result, he was released after six days. Corry was arrested again after participating in a battalion parade in Midleton. As a result, he was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment in Crumlin Road Gaol, Belfast. He was imprisoned in Cork Male Gaol, Crumlin Road Gaol and Wormwood Scrubs Gaol, London, in 1920.


Between 1917 and 1919, members of the company carried out twenty-three armed raids on local houses for weapons and ammunition. During 1918 and 1919, members of the company were trained in manufacturing grenades and gunpowder.48 The company specialised in manufacturing grenades and road mines during the War of Independence.


During the attack on the Carrigtwohill RIC Barracks on 3 January 1920, the company was responsible for blocking and trenching the main road from Cork City to Carrigtwohill. This was to prevent or at least delay the expected arrival of Crown Forces from the city after the attack had begun. See Chapter 5.
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Capt Martin Corry with a Knockraha-made grenade mould and a grenade.








Similarly, during the attack on the Cloyne RIC Barracks on 8 May 1920, members of ‘E’ Company were responsible for blocking and trenching the main road from Cork City to Carrigtwohill. They felled trees at Cobh Junction and on the city side of Carrigtwohill to prevent or delay the passage of Crown Forces on their way through Carrigtwohill to relieve the RIC men in Cloyne. These obstructions proved very beneficial during the attack.49 See Chapter 8.


One of the many difficulties that had to be overcome by the officers of the 1 Cork Brigade at the time was to find a suitable, secure and very isolated location to be used to detain Crown Forces and civilian prisoners. For a short while, prisoners arrested by the IRA were detained in the dungeons of Barryscourt Castle outside Carrigtwohill. Ned Moloney of ‘E’ (Knockraha) Company suggested that a vault in Kilquane graveyard near Knockraha may be more suitable because it was in an isolated area and he felt it was a very secure structure. On inspection, the vault was deemed suitable. The entrance was cleared of briars, and the iron gate at the entrance was found to be solid enough for the task. After the inside of the vault was cleared out, it was ready for prisoners and was referred to as Sing Sing Prison. Prisoners were blindfolded while being taken in and brought out so any lucky enough to be released could not divulge their whereabouts. The prison was primarily used to detain members of the Crown Forces and civilian informers captured by the IRA in Cork City and near Knockraha.50 Edward Moloney from Knockraha was the governor.
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L to R: Knockraha Volunteers Jim Roche, Jim Fitzgerald and Jim Murphy. Photo taken near ‘Liberty Hall’, 1920.








Quite a few of the prisoners were executed, although estimates vary considerably as to how many were executed and buried locally.51A remote area north of Knockraha known as ‘The Rea’ was where the executed were buried. Members of the Cameron Highlanders, Black and Tans, Auxiliary Police and British intelligence officers were among the dead, as well as some civilian informers. The executed were buried by members of the company from Ballyrea.


In November 1920, the 1 Cork Brigade OC Sean O’Hegarty decided that the Knockraha Company would enrol a special active service column to work and protect the brigade grenade factory established in Knockraha. All men in the column were to be full time. It was decided by Brigade HQ that no IRA attacks would be made against Crown Forces in or around Knockraha, to keep Crown Forces away from the area.


Eventually, Knockraha became the location of two bombK-making factories, the first located in Knockraha East. In May 1921, the second factory was opened in Pidgeon Hill, with Edward Fitzgerald in charge. The factories were located in underground dugouts. The grenade and mine casings were made of cast iron. The second factory more than doubled the output of the first. It was estimated locally that approximately 2,000 grenades and road mine casings were made and forwarded to the brigade engineer for completion. The completion process involved filling the casings with explosives and fitting detonators.


Between April and July 1921, the column was in ambush position at Brooklodge, and they also claimed to have wrecked the Dunkettle and Killacloyne bridges. While there is other evidence of damage to Dunkettle Bridge, there does not appear to be any evidence of the destruction to Killacloyne. The Truce came into effect shortly afterwards.


The names of the men from ‘E’ (Knockraha) Company who were involved in the major actions of the 4th Battalion against the Crown Forces between 1920 and 1921 are detailed elsewhere in this book, within the accounts of the actions.


For lists of the men who served in ‘E’ (Knockraha) Company during the War of Independence, see also Military Archives Ireland, MA/MSPC/A/1(4), 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade, ‘E’ Company.


DUNGOURNEY, CLONMULT AND BALLYNOE IRISH VOLUNTEER COMPANY, LATER ‘F’ (DUNGOURNEY, CLONMULT, MOGEELY AND CASTLEMARTYR) COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION52



The Dungourney, Clonmult and Ballynoe Irish Volunteer Company was formed at a meeting held in Dungourney in December 1915. The districts initially included in the company area were Dungourney, Clonmult and Ballynoe. The immediate circumstances that gave rise to the formation of the company were that Thomas and David Kent from Castlelyons, near Fermoy, came to Dungourney on a Sunday in late 1915 to help form a company; they were both wearing Volunteer uniforms.53 Initially, the company had between fifty and sixty members and Capt Maurice Ahern was selected as the company captain (company commander), and his brother Eamonn was the secretary.54 The day the company was formed members broke up a British Army recruiting meeting in Dungourney. Tom Kent was executed in the Cork Military Detention Barracks on Tuesday, 9 May 1916, as a result of his actions during the 1916 Rising.


From then on, the company was constantly called out for similar work throughout East Cork. The members drilled and trained and took all possible steps to hinder the efficient functioning of the British administration in the area.


On Easter Saturday, the whole company was warned to stand in readiness, and Eamonn Ahern proceeded to Cork and kept in touch with headquarters. He arranged billets and, on instruction, summoned the company to Cork for Easter Sunday.


Twenty-seven men from the company mobilised and travelled to Cork. The Volunteers arrived in Cork on Easter Sunday and proceeded to the Volunteer Hall in Sheare’s Street that evening with their arms and equipment. From there, they travelled to Crookstown by train and then marched to Macroom.55 Their mission was to assist in the distribution of the weapons expected on the gun-running ship Aud. Unfortunately, the Aud had been intercepted by the Royal Navy and the crew scuttled the ship. The eagerly awaited weapons and ammunition were on the seabed outside Cork Harbour. The Volunteers were paraded in Crookstown, afterwards, and then they were dismissed and ordered to return to Dungourney by train.


In the aftermath of the Easter Rising, the company continued its previous activities and sent Eamonn Ahern as a delegate to the first convention of the Irish Volunteers, which was held in Parnell Square, Dublin, around the end of June 1916. On Ahern’s return, the work of recruiting, drilling and other activities was intensified. A boycott of all British government orders was enforced. Constant clashes with the RIC took place, in some cases, fines were imposed but never collected or a period in prison was served in lieu. After the Rising, Capt Maurice Ahern was arrested and interned in England. His health deteriorated as a result of his imprisonment, and in 1919, he was replaced as company commander by William Ahern.56


When the three-brigade structure was introduced in Co. Cork at the beginning of 1919, ‘F’ Company’s area of operations was reduced. As a result of the redrawing of the brigade boundaries, Conna and Ballynoe were in the 2 Cork Brigade area. In the new 1 Cork Brigade, ‘F’ Company was made up of four sections in Dungourney, Clonmult, Mogeely and Castlemartyr.


The work of reorganising and training the company was carried on under Capt William Ahern. All firearms in the area were collected, ammunition was manufactured and all possible steps were taken to bring the company to a high state of efficiency.


On 9 February 1920, Capt William Ahern, Lt M. O’Brien and Vol J. Stanton were in Midleton when Comdt Diarmuid Hurley, the commander of ‘B’ (Midleton) Company, decided to go ahead with the attack on Castlemartyr RIC Barracks that evening. The full account of the involvement of the ‘F’ Company men in the attack is detailed in Chapter 6.


After the capture of Castlemartyr RIC Barracks, there was intensive police activity in the company area, and reports of this were forwarded to 4th Battalion HQ. The company renewed its previous activities, drilling, training and manufacturing ammunition.


On 8 May, orders were received by the company to proceed to Cloyne and to bring all arms with them. This they did, taking six rifles, over a dozen bombs and some shotguns. They travelled to Cloyne and took part in the actual attack on the RIC barracks. See Chapter 8.


During the summer of 1920, an RIC patrol attended fairs to protect a local family hostile to the IRA. At the Killeagh Fair in July, a party of ‘F’ Company were in attendance to disarm the RIC patrol, however, the RIC turned up unarmed and the plan was cancelled.


The same month, Capt William Ahern and P. Begley, both armed with revolvers and rifles, took part in an attack on a military lorry at Shanagarry on the orders of Diarmuid Hurley.


Also in 1920, a military outpost close to Ballyquirke Aerodrome was burned to the ground by a party from ‘F’ Company armed with revolvers.


In October, orders were received to capture a lorry load of petrol. The petrol was captured close to Castlemartyr, then transported and stored in the ‘F’ Company area.


On the night of Saturday, 27 November, members of ‘F’ Company were in the vicinity of Castlemartyr when RIC Constable Timothy J. Quinn was mortally wounded by Capt Joe Ahern of ‘B’ (Midleton) Company. Seconds later, RIC Sergeant Curley shot and mortally wounded Vol William Heffernan before the sergeant was wounded. Constable Quinn died of his wounds the following day. For a full account of the events in Castlemartyr that night, see Chapter 16.


After the shootings in Castlemartyr, military and RIC activity in the ‘F’ Company area intensified. Lorry loads of soldiers were constantly on the move, the whole time escorting the RIC, even if they as much as crossed the road. During this time, the company was constantly being mobilised to attempt to ambush some of these patrols. When ‘F’ Company’s endeavours proved futile, it was decided to harass the enemy as much as possible, even though no victory was gained. Consequently, the RIC barracks in Castlemartyr was sniped on three different occasions, once in January, again in February and in April, all during 1921.


On the three occasions, the roads around Castlemartyr were blocked, telephone lines were cut, and fire kept up until the ‘F’ Company scouts reported the approach of Crown Forces reinforcements. By April 1921, the occupants of the RIC barracks in Castlemartyr were in a panicky state and only ventured out when in a strong patrol or escorted by the military.


‘F’ Company then decided that ordinary company activity could make no headway in capturing the RIC barracks, so permission was sought and granted by Comdt Hurley to have a company flying column formed, whose members were constantly under arms ready to take Castlemartyr RIC Barracks if an opportunity to do so presented itself. The company column was formed, and three houses were taken over in different areas so that the column could move about freely from one to another.


Crown Forces activity was such that it was impossible to remain more than a few days in any one place. The column was not long in existence when its vigilance was rewarded when on Sunday, 1 May 1921, several Black and Tans were observed leaving the RIC barracks in Castlemartyr to go fishing in the nearby demesne. The constables were ambushed, and two Black and Tans, Constables John F. Webb and William Albert Smith, were killed.57


The killing of the two Black and Tans was carried out by members of the ‘F’ Company column, which on the day consisted of the OC, W. Kelly, J. O’Keeffe, M. O’Keeffe, P. Quirke, M. Wallace, E. Wallace, J. Dunlea, J. Leahy, J. Collins, J. Morgan, M. Walsh and M. Whyte.58


During June, members of ‘B’ (Midleton) Company planned to carry out a sniping and mine attack on Midleton RIC Barracks. Men from ‘F’ Company were involved in blocking the main road between Castlemartyr and Midleton to prevent or at least delay the military from Youghal Barracks coming to the assistance of the Midleton RIC after the commencement of the attack.


Towards the end of June, a curfew was declared by the British authorities, and a large body of armed RIC attempted to enforce it in the ‘F’ Company area. On 1 July, members of the ‘F’ Company column attacked the RIC patrol and compelled them to withdraw to their barracks. They remained in their barracks until the Truce came into effect at noon on Monday, 11 July.


For lists of the men who served in ‘F’ (Dungourney, Clonmult, Mogeely and Castlemartyr) Company during the War of Independence, see also Military Archives Ireland, MA/MSPC/A/1(4), 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade, ‘F’ Company.


THE CLONMULT SECTION IRISH VOLUNTEERS, LATER ‘F2’ (DUNGOURNEY, CLONMULT, MOGEELY AND CASTLEMARTYR) COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION59



The Clonmult section of ‘F’ Company Irish Volunteers was formed in November 1915 by Terence MacSwiney, Daithí Barry, Eamonn Lynch and Fred Murray. James Kelleher was the first company captain (company commander), and Michael Hennessy was the first adjutant.


On 7 March 1916, the company paraded after the 9.30 a.m. mass at Clonmult and marched the 8 kilometres to Mogeely railway station. Every volunteer was carrying a shotgun, a haversack and a bandolier. The company entrained at Mogeely for Cork City and, that afternoon, took part in the general parade through the city.


On Good Friday, 20 April, a dispatch was received from Brigade HQ, directing that the company parade in Cork City on Easter Sunday. The men were to travel to the city on Easter Saturday and would be accommodated for the night in the Irish Volunteer Hall, Sheare’s Street.


All available volunteers paraded with their weapons, ammunition and equipment in Clonmult at noon on Easter Saturday. From there, they marched to Mogeely and entrained that evening for Cork City. The Clonmult Company men who paraded were Michael Hennessy, Thomas Cronin, Edmond Cronin, Denis Murphy, John Lawton, Patrick Knowles, Michael Carey, Martin Desmond, Patrick O’Keeffe, Patrick Geaney, Timothy Mulcahy, William Foley, William Barrett and John Murphy.


When the men reached the Volunteer Hall, they were given their accommodation for the night. That night, they were detailed for sentry duty and for patrolling the streets outside the hall. They were armed with rifles.


After mass and breakfast on Easter Sunday morning, the volunteers paraded on Sheare’s Street with the other companies of 1 Cork Brigade, all under the command of the brigade OC, Tomás MacCurtáin, along with Terence MacSwiney and Tadgh Barry. All the volunteers present had their weapons, ammunition and full marching equipment with them. Na Fianna units were also on parade that day with their Red Cross equipment.


The parade moved off at 11 a.m. and boarded a special train for Macroom railway station. They left the train at Crookstown station. From there, the Clonmult Company returned by train to Cork. They marched from the city to Cobh Junction railway station, took a train to Mogeely and marched back to Clonmult.


On 24 April 1916, the company was ordered to hold themselves in readiness for news from Dublin about the Rising. There was a general meeting of company officers and men in Clonmult on Tuesday night because there had been no news from Brigade HQ. The following day, Michael Hennessy, company adjutant, travelled to Volunteer HQ in Cork to ascertain their position. The following day, he met the senior Irish Volunteer officers and was told that the company were to await orders. When the Rising was suppressed a few days later, the company were told by Brigade HQ to stand down. The remainder of 1916 and 1917 was a quiet time for the Volunteer companies.


From May to July 1918, the Clonmult ‘F2’ Company was reorganised and began drilling, collecting spent cartridges, manufacturing gunpowder and buckshot, and reloading the empty cartridges. A buckshot lathe was borrowed from Brigade HQ for two days. Members of the company carried out some general training in first aid, signalling and rifle practice. They also carried out raids for weapons in the district and experimented with explosives, with various classes of powder and fulminate of mercury.


During 1919, the full company was engaged in a military funeral for Tim McCarthy from Ballinacole, who died of influenza on 6 March.


In July, men from the company volunteered to participate in the planned raid on Ballyquirke Aerodrome, which did not take place, and Michael Hennessy attended the first brigade convention in Cork City.


Clonmult man William O’Mahony, armed with a revolver, took part in the daylight ambush by 2 Cork Brigade men on fifteen British soldiers parading to the Wesleyan Church in Fermoy on Sunday, 7 September 1919. Pte Jones, one of the soldiers, was killed, and thirteen rifles were captured.


In October 1919, a lorry carrying 200 gallons of petrol was seized. It was planned to try a second time to attack Ballyquirke Aerodrome on 11 November and to use the petrol to burn some of the buildings. Once again, the attack was called off, and the petrol was used by the Active Service Unit instead.


In 1920, members of the company raided several local farmhouses for firearms. On 1 February, Michael Hennessy, armed with a revolver and William O’Mahony, armed with a rifle, assisted IRA men from 2 Cork Brigade in their raid on Aghern RIC Barracks. On 3 April, William O’Mahony was involved in burning the vacated Ballynoe RIC Barracks. On 9 April, the company captain, Michael Hennessy, was arrested by Crown Forces.


On 8 May, nine members of the Clonmult section were involved in the mission to capture Cloyne RIC Barracks. See Chapter 8.


In November, Hennessy was interned, and John Lawton was elected company captain (commander).


During the shootout in Castlemartyr on Saturday, 27 November, when Vol William Heffernan and RIC Constable Quinn lost their lives, members of ‘F’ Company were nearby, as they were to reinforce the column for the planned second attack on the barracks. These included Capt William Ahern, Volunteers William Kelly, James Collins, J. Leahy, John Morgan, John O’Keeffe, Michael O’Keeffe, Patrick Quirke, Patrick Wade, Edward Wallace, Maurice Wallace, Michael Walsh and Maurice Whyte.60 Most of the volunteers were from the Castlemartyr section of ‘F’ Company.61


Following the death of Vol William Heffernan in Castlemartyr on Saturday, 27 November 1920, William O’Mahony, John Lawton, Patrick Daly, and John O’Donovan were engaged in disposing of the car in which he was killed. It was dumped in Gurteen, Clonmult.


On 10 December 1920, John Lawton, Patrick Daly and Patrick O’Keeffe were involved in removing the rifles that were captured from British soldiers by the 2 Cork Brigade men during the Leary’s Cross ambush, south of Fermoy. The rifles were secured in an arms dump.


The 4th Battalion flying column commanded by Comdt Diarmuid Hurley arrived in Cottstown, Dungourney, from Kilmountain near Mogeely, on or about 6 January 1921.


The Clonmult Company account states that the column arrived in Garrylaurence, Clonmult, from Cottstown on or about 16 January, other accounts state the arrival as 6 January. While the column was in Clonmult, members of ‘F2’ Company were on continuous active service as sentries and collecting stores for the column.


The work carried out by Capt Paddy Whelan in Clonmult to convert a 6in shell into a landmine was carried out before the battle of Clonmult and not during May as suggested in the Clonmult Company history.62 The mine was later detonated with devastating results outside Youghal on 31 May 1921. As a result of the explosion, six members of the band of the Hampshire Regiment were killed and twenty-one members of the military were wounded, five seriously, including four band boys. See Chapter 31.


The 4th Battalion flying column was wiped out at Clonmult on Sunday afternoon, 20 February 1921. There is no mention of that day in the Clonmult ‘F2’ Company accounts in the 4th Battalion history. For some unknown reason, the local IRA men did not provide any assistance to the members of the trapped column during that tragic Sunday afternoon in Garrylaurence.


Following the killings of two Black and Tans, Constables John F. Webb and William Albert Smith, in Castlemartyr Wood on Sunday, 1 May, the Active Service Unit (ASU) men involved drove from Castlemartyr to Clonmult in a motor car to hide from the expected Crown Forces response. They brought eight rifles and ammunition with them, which had to be hidden in a local arms dump. Members of the Clonmult Company were also mobilised to provide security for them. The military arrived in Clonmult the following day, having tracked the wheel marks of the car on the road from Castlemartyr to Clonmult.


Having linked the village to the killings in Castlemartyr, the official reprisals followed swiftly. On 6 May, the licensed premises of Mrs Ellen Cronin and the house belonging to Mr and Mrs Michael Fitzgerald, both buildings in Clonmult, were destroyed by Crown Forces.


Following the killings of RIC Sergeant Joseph Coleman, Black and Tan Harold Thompson and Constable Thomas Cornyn on Main Street, Midleton, on 14 May, two of the men involved, John Donovan and James Donovan, made their way to Clonmult to hide from the Crown Forces. The two IRA men remained in the Clonmult area for one week, and members of the company were mobilised to provide security for them.


On or about 24 May, Comdt Diarmuid Hurley, John Daly and Michael Cronin carried out a reconnaissance of Ballyquirke Aerodrome. On 26–27 May, members of the Clonmult Company raided and carried out another reconnaissance of the aerodrome, and blankets and similar materials were removed. On 27 May, members of the company raided the aerodrome and a considerable amount of material was taken. Comdt Hurley was killed the following day when he was surprised by an RIC bicycle patrol on the north side of Midleton. It was decided to move Hurley’s body from Midleton to Paddy Daly’s house at Gurteen, just across the fields from where the battle of Clonmult happened.63


During June, trees were felled and roads trenched in the townlands of Condonstown, Ballynona North and near Dungourney. This was in preparation for raiding houses in the areas for weapons. Three rifles and three revolvers were taken in the raids, which were carried out by Michael Cronin, Thomas Cronin and John Lawton. On the orders of Michael Cronin, the adjutant, the weapons were delivered to Michael Kearney in Churchtown North.


Also, in June 1921, on the orders of the OC Active Service Unit (ASU), six rifles and a large quantity of ammunition were handed over to Capt Edmond Mountain, OC of ‘J’ (Killeagh & Inch) Company,


During 1920 and 1921, John Lawton’s house in Gurteen, Clonmult, was an important location for the battalion and the ASU.


For lists of the men who served in ‘F’ (Dungourney, Clonmult, Mogeely and Castlemartyr) Company during the War of Independence, see Military Archives Ireland, MA/MSPC/A/1(4), 4th Battalion, 1 Cork Brigade, ‘F’ Company.


THE LISGOOLD COMPANY IRISH VOLUNTEERS, LATER ‘G’ (LISGOOLD) COMPANY, 4TH BATTALION


The Lisgoold branch of Sinn Féin was founded in 1914, following the failure of the British Government to implement Herbert Asquith’s Home Rule Bill. The leading officers of the branch were Edmond Stack, Templenacarriga, John C. Riordan, Lisgoold, James Ward, Ballyera, and Jim Coleman, Ballycrana.64


The Lisgoold Company of the Irish Volunteers, later ‘G’ (Lisgoold) Company, 4th Battalion, was founded in September 1917 at an open-air meeting at Carrigeen, Lisgoold North. The 1 Cork Brigade Headquarters were represented at the meeting by Tadgh Barry and Sean Nolan. Seventeen men from Lisgoold joined the Irish Volunteers at the inaugural meeting, and during the following years, the average membership was about 22. Tadgh Barry was fatally shot by a British Army sentry at Ballykinlar Internment Camp in Co.Down, on 15 November 1921.65


Several houses in the Lisgoold district were raided for firearms and ammunition by members of the Lisgoold Company. The most prominent houses were the Smith-Barrys of Ballyedmond House, Capt Creagh Barry of Dundullerick, and the Standish Barrys of Leamlara.66


On 16 April 1918, the British government passed the final stages of a bill to enforce conscription in Ireland. This bill would have made it compulsory for Irish men to be enlisted into the British forces. An anti-conscription meeting was held in a field near Lisgoold, and about twenty local men joined the Volunteers. However, as a result of public pressure, conscription was never enforced, and when the threat receded, most of these men left the organisation. There was a similar pattern across the country.


Jim Colman of Ballycrana was the first captain of the Lisgoold Company, and was also a member of the East Cork Executive of Sinn Féin. He was succeeded as company captain by John Riordan, of Lisgoold North. Other company officers were Ned Ahern of Ballyleagh, John Joe Barry of Leadington, and John (Perry) Ring of Walshtownbeg.67


Members of the Lisgoold Company, commanded by their company captain, John Riordan, were guarding the road from Lisgoold to Carrigtwohill before and during the attack on the Carrigtwohill RIC Barracks.68 In the aftermath of the successful attack at Carrigtwohill, the isolated RIC barracks in Ballincurrig was vacated. In April 1920, on the fourth anniversary of the 1916 Rising, Ballincurrig RIC Barracks was burned out after information was received that they were to be reoccupied by the RIC.69


Members of the Lisgoold Company went into ambush positions on three occasions during 1920. The first occasion was near Lisgoold in July, the second in Dundullerick and the third near Lisgoold in August or September. The men spent an entire day waiting for the Crown Forces on the first two occasions and two days waiting on the third attempt. Those who took part in one or more of the attempted ambushes were the company OC John Riordan, Edmond Ahern, John G Barry, Maurice Cahill, James Coleman, Thomas Coleman, Martin Riordan, Thomas Riordan, Patrick Sliney, John Smart, Thomas Woods, along with two Cobh men, Maurice Moore and Patrick O’Sullivan. Thomas Ward was acting as a scout at the ambush positions. The two Cobh men later became members of the 4th Battalion flying column; both were captured at Clonmult and later executed.


In May 1920, members of the Lisgoold Company were engaged in cutting telegraph and telephone wires along the Lisgoold to Midleton road as part of the 4th Battalion plan to disrupt the Crown Forces communications system after the attack on Cloyne RIC Barracks had commenced.70


In January 1921, Lisgoold Company Captain John Riordan, along with Quartermaster James Coleman, Thomas Colman and Ned Stack, were arrested by Crown Forces and interned in Ballykinlar Internment Camp, Co. Down.71 They had been wanted and on the run since November 1920. Martin Riordan, Lisgoold West and John C. Riordan were also arrested by Crown Forces and interned in Fermoy Military Barracks and Cork Male Gaol. Following the arrest of their predecessors, John Smart was appointed company captain, and Patrick Sliney was appointed quartermaster (QM). The QM was held responsible for the safety of arms and ammunition dumps.


Also in 1920, members of the Lisgoold Company excavated an underground shelter or dugout on John Riordan’s land in Lisgoold North. The shelter was completed just before the Truce in July 1921 and was never used. Also, in 1920, a Republican Court operated in Lisgoold, and the judges were Thomas Barry, Ballyera, and Peter Hickey, Templenacarriga.72


One of the occasions when men from the Lisgoold Company assisted in the preparation of an ambush was in March 1921. Word was received by the Lisgoold Company that a British military convoy was going to travel from Fermoy military barracks to Midleton, via the Rathcormac–Ballincurrig–Lisgoold road. It was decided to ambush the convoy at a point on the road about 100 metres south of the ruin of Rathgobane Castle. The spot selected was ideal because there was high ground on the eastern side of the road. On the western side, the ground was irregular and broken by a narrow road (a boreen), an old limekiln and some mounds. In their preparation, the IRA blew up a nearby bridge to make the road impassable. Approximately eighty IRA men from the companies in the district, including some Second North Cork Brigade men, were involved in the ambush. Comdt Michael Keane from Kilmallock, Co. Limerick, was in charge of the IRA men. He was, for some time, a creamery manager in Castlelyons. However, the ambush never took place because the route of the convoy was changed, and the convoy travelled from Fermoy, via Watergrasshill, to Dunkettle and down the main road from Cork to Midleton.73


From November 1920 until the Truce on 11 July 1921, the full company was engaged in trenching roads in the company area to disrupt and delay Crown Forces mobile patrols. Also, members of the company provided security for a 2 (North Cork) Brigade flying column that occasionally operated adjacent to Lisgoold.


The following were members of the Lisgoold Company, Irish Volunteers: Ned and Bill Ahern, Ballyleagh; Jack Barry, Oldcourt, and his brother Tom, late of Rathgobane; John Joe, David and Tom Barry, Leadington; Michael Barry, Leadington and Reisk, and his brother, David; Moss Cahill, Corbally; Andy Jim, and Tom Colman, Ballycrana; Andy Donovan, Corbally; Dan Fitzgerald, Ballincurrig; Jack and Patrick Fitzgerald, Peafield; Andy and Jack Heaphy, Reisk; Dan and William Hennessy; Rathguire, Michael and Tom Hickey, Templenacarriga; Dan and Michael McCarthy, Templeboden; David Mackey, Ballyera, Moss Mackey, Peafield; Paddy (Bill) O’Keeffe, John (Perry) Ring and John Ring, Walshtown; Denis, Martin, Mick, Tom and John Riordan, Lisgoold North; Martin and Tom Riordan, Lisgoold West; Jim Sexton, Templenacarriga; Dan and Ned Stack, Templenacarriga; Jack Smart, Ballincurrig; Paddy Sliney, Corbally; Dave Twomey, Lisgoold East; Jerry Twomey, Reisk; Tom Woods, Lisgoold North; and Thomas (son) Ward, Ballyera.
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