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The "Finishing" Line

As with every issue, the team at

WCI

, along with our

talented contributors, has assembled a great array of

skill-building projects—from basic ﬂat-plane carving and

chip carving to power carving and some terriﬁc advanced

caricature work.

Our cover for this issue features a stellar example of

what can be accomplished with fundamental carving

tools, alongside a masterful understanding of ﬁnishing

techniques. Chris Hammack—CCA member, expert carver, and

teacher—takes us to school with his one-of-a-kind

Viking character (page 24).

One of the most valuable lessons from

the “Angry Viking” project is the power of

“antiquing.” When done well, this technique is

transformative, adding depth and expression

that brings a piece to life. As someone who has

carved a few pieces over the years, I ﬁnd myself

thinking about the antiquing stage during

the carving process—anticipating where

that darker ﬁnish will settle into the cracks,

crannies, and intentional cuts.

In this issue, several contributors oﬀer

fantastic ﬁnishing insights in their projects,

including:

• Dwayne Gosnell’s “Hipster

Frankenstein” (page 16)

• Manuel De Santis’ “Rock and Roll

Gnome” (page 39)

• Tony Tanev’s “Pumpkin Candlestick” (page 48)

• Rich Wetherbee’s “Goofy Gargoyle” (page 56)

All of these pieces are carved in basswood, yet each has its own

distinct character and ﬁnish. Pay close attention to how Rich

Wetherbee achieves an incredibly soft, stone-like feel using a ﬁnal

application of a watered-down walnut gel stain, “thinned to the

consistency of buttermilk.” While we do our best to capture the

essence of each piece in photographs, there’s nothing quite like

holding the real thing and observing the texture and ﬁnish

ﬁrsthand. Rich’s technique—like those of all our

contributors—is the result of countless hours of trial,

error, and persistence.

We’re truly grateful for the wisdom and generosity of

our contributors who share their hard-earned tips that

help us all bring our carvings across the ﬁnish line with

less frustration and more conﬁdence.

editor’s

note
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Tools for professional use. 38 varieties of high-grade carving blades.

HAND-CRAFT

HCT-30A & S

1. The blade reciprocates at super high

speed (12000 times per minute) and hard

wood can be carved sharply.

2.

There is no problem in continuous use.

3. Upgraded version (HCT-30

S

) with both

reciprocating and rotational movements

(12000 rpm) of standard version HCT-30A

(reciprocating only).

2-7-10 HATANODAI SHINAGAWA-KU

TOKYO 142-0064 JAPAN

FAX:

+81-3-5702-0552

TOKYO

CO ., LTD.

Ultra high-speed reciprocation technology

HCT-30

A

$330.00

HCT-30

S

$470.00

Made in

JAPAN

Compare our cutting

performance with competitors.
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CELEBRATING OUR 56th YEAR

WEBSITE:

www.automach.com

E-mail: a@automach.com


Optional

Blades

Phone: 1-800-535-4482

Phone: 1-508-222-6255

Phone: 1-800-537-7820

Phone: 1-800-284-6229

Phone:

800-541-5994

Phone: 1-844-586-9153

Phone: 1-800-630-2260

Phone: 1-888-682-9801

www.woodcraft.com

custserv@woodcraft.com

www.gregdorrance.com

greg@gregdorrance.com

www.japanwoodworker.com

support@thejapanwoodworker.com

www.woodcarverssupply.com

help@woodcarverssupply.com

www.woodcarvers.com

sales@woodcarvers.com

www.primetools.com

support@primetools.com

http://timberlinetools.com

help@timberlinetools.com

www.chippingaway.com

cindy@chippingaway.com

WOODCRAFT SUPPLY, LLC.

OVER 80 STORES NATIONWIDE

GREG DORRANCE CO.

MASSACHUSETTS

*FULL LINE SALES & REPAIR SERVICE CENTER

JAPAN WOODWORKER CATALOG

WEST VIRGINIA

WOODCARVERS SUPPLY, INC.

FLORIDA

SMOKY MOUNTAIN WOODCARVERS

U.S.A.

*FULL LINE SALES & REPAIR SERVICE CENTER

PRIME PRODUCTS LLC.

IOWA

TIMBERLINE TOOLS.COM

UTAH

CHIPPING AWAY, INC.

ONTARIO, CANADA

Dealer List





[image: ]

Woodcarving Illustrated

|

FALL 2025

6

letters

to the editor

Aye Aye, Captain

I came across Jonathan

Creason’s “Salty Sea

Captain” from issue

#111 and decided to

give it a try. Thanks for

this fun-to-carve piece.

Sue MacCullum

Ottawa, ON

Voyage to Mars

This power-carved rocket mounted on a piece of

driftwood was inspired by Rick Stoddard’s “Blast Off!”

from issue #95. The main difference is that I made the

exhaust plume with glued pieces of pine edge trim.

Patrick Caton

Sainte-Luce, QC

Peace and Love

I have followed Bruce

Ankeny since I started

carving about eight years

ago and think he’s a very

creative artist and a great

inspiration. I saw his

“Peace, Man” caricature

in issue #111 and carved

my own version of the

hippie. Keep up the great

magazine articles.

Billy Terrell

Fort Worth, Texas

An Artist’s

Influence

I began carving

after I got my

first knife from

my brother when

I was 12 years

old and started

making small

things, like little

snowmen and

birds, before

moving on to

larger carvings.

I look for

inspiration wherever I can from what is happening

in nature to the music I listen to. An older

woodworker once told me that it isn’t the tools that

make the carving but the artist themselves. I try to

keep that piece of advice in mind with each cut.

Angeline Kashino

Buffalo, N.Y.

This Little Piggy Went to France

I am a big fan of

WCI

, and I have not found anything equivalent to it in

France. Even though I don’t understand English, it has been a great source of

inspiration. Since my daughter bought me some knives, I have not been able to

put them down! I recently carved Pete Zanauskas’ “Uncle Ham and the Patriotic

Piggy” from issue #107 and personalized it to include the flag of Brittany, which

is a very beautiful region of France where many pigs are raised!

Sarah Le Guen

Durdat-Larequille, France
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A Big Dill

After seeing Jonathan

Creason’s “Christmas

Pickle Ornament”

in the winter issue, I

knew it would be my

next carving project. I

struggled a little carving

the eyes, so I decided

to give him a nice pair

of glasses.

Beth Singer

New Berlin, Wis.

We love hearing about the carvings that readers like you create! If you

tried your hand at one of our projects, or put your own spin on an existing

design, send us an email at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

Please include your name, where you live, high-res photos, and a brief

description of the piece.

SABURRTOOTH.COM

FAWC2025

A Hike with Friends

I had such a blast carving Peter Jof’s “Winter Hiker”

from Issue #93 that I decided to use the original

template and create two other fellows to keep him

company: the “Summer Hiker” and the “Construction

Manager.” Thanks to Peter and

WCI

for the

inspiration.

Kerem Kozak

Calgary, AB
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Peter Hardy

Stubbington, England

During the pandemic, Peter Hardy started whittling to

keep himself busy in his free time. The new hobby soon

blossomed into an obsession, and he began carving

character faces. “I learn something from each carving

and see every mistake as an opportunity to improve,” he

said. Even when faced with obstacles in his carvings, Peter

ﬁnds the craft fun and relaxing and enjoys every step

of the process. See more of Peter’s work @p.j.hardwood


on Instagram.

artists

to watch

Share Your Latest Work!

Send a slide, professional print, or digital image (300 dpi minimum)

with 100 words about you and your piece. Include your hometown,

the name of the pattern maker, and a list of wood and materials used.

Send to Artists to Watch,

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 903 Square Street,

Mount Joy, PA 17552, or email editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

Sławek Matwijczuk

Jarosław, Poland

Sławek Matwijczuk started carving 30 years ago when he

began learning the basics from a friend and soon taught

himself the advanced

skills he utilizes in his

pieces today. “Even

all these years later,

I try to learn more

about woodcarving

wherever I can,” he

said. Sławek’s wood

of choice is basswood

due to its soft nature

and light color that

allows him to bring his

masterpieces to life. See

more of Sławek @rezbapol


on Instagram.

William Barsley

Dartington, England

Woodcarving ﬁrst sparked William Barsley’s interest when

his father took him to a woodturning class at a young

age. He began carving regularly in his 20s and eventually

documented and wrote magazine articles on various

carving traditions around the world. “My simple carving

hobby soon became my full-time career, and I haven’t

looked back since,” he said. William ﬁnds inspiration in

the hop ﬁelds that grow right outside his workshop and in

the wood species that encompass the English landscape,

such as oak and sweet chestnut. See more of William’s

work @williambarsley on Instagram, or on his website

at williambarsley.com.
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NEW - Kutzall Contour Wheels
Craft beautiful contours,reine curves, or
hollow concave surfaces with ease.
Greatfor spoon and bowls!
Includes 1/4° Shaft Adapter.

NEW - Kutzall Detailer Burs
Similar o the popular Gold Kutzal burs,
the new Kutzaldetale bursae smaller
and greatfor controled detail work.

1/8 Shaftsize,sold ina set of 4.

[

Manpa Belt Sander Kit
Manpa EZ Sander 6 conversion kit to turn your 4-1/2' angle grinder intoan
Compatible with effective belt sander. This kit also includes sandpaper which
Drillsor foredom is 1-3/16" (30mm) wide with 2 types including 40 and 100
n}mokmm it Thiskitseasy assembly and operation makesitagreat

addition o anyones workshop.

Ultimate Power Sharpener
“This Canadian made machine hs proven to be
theultimate tool and knife sharpenr. Ithasa
1/4 HP electrcal motor thatis safety approved.
“The motorruns ina lockwise motion, which
allows you much more control when sharpening
orstropping

1300 RPM
Includes: Trizact A30 Grinding Belt 700 Grit,
Aluminum Oxide Belts in 80, 120 and 320 grits,
Heavy Dty Leather tropping Belt,

Ultimate power Sharpenr.

Ultimate Power Honer

‘Qur Ultimate Power Honer i like puttinga motor on your lp trop.
Keeping your tool n tp-top shape requires work but with our Power Honer
‘youcan make that work quick and easy! 3-step pulley allows 850, 1350, and.
2I50RPM.

JOUOY] 33 1uddIeyS JOMO SJeUIny[n)

Includes : Ultimate power honer bascand 1/4 HP Motor,
Maple wheelwith 6 profes,

ﬁ @Chipping Away Inc

NEW  Proxxon Diamond Burs

NEW - Foredom Diamond Burrs ~ Foredom

‘The Foredom Diamond Burs (3/32"shank)arethe  Ruby Burrs

perfectchoicefor deaild carving, engraving,and  Foredom Ruby Burs (332"

finishingon hard material ke wood, gas,stone,  shank).The Rubyare Larger

ceramic, and meta, and coarer thana diamond.
burs,but finer than acarbide

bur.

I

‘Proxxon Quality Diamond
‘Burs are 3/32” shank, and will
providea inish similarto

120 grit sandpaper.

- Dual ports Mastercarver < ‘Woodcarvers Choice
=¥ -Digital Display Micro Pro MicroMotor
2 -upt0 50,000 RPM. -Up 10 46,000 RPM -Up t0 35,000 RPM.
5 ( -2 Year Warranty. “Includes 3/32"and -1/8" Collet
5 - Foot Pedal /8" collets Y ~Foot Pedal
~Bur storage holes 3 ~Burstorage holes
Manpa Multi Cutter Basic Kit

‘Acontrolled one length extension

fitted t04-1/2" angle grinder havinga
5/8°1INC center shaft.
Cutsincredibly fas, smooth in both
ections. Comes with Safety cover, Timing
Bels, 4" Circular Cutter & Adapter Rings.

Colwood Cub Wood

Burning Beginner Kit
Comeswith: Colwood Cub.
‘Woodburner, 3 ofthe most popular
Colwood pens, and 3 basswood
practce boards.

SK Woodburner
Great Value and 3year warranty.
Comes with the Standard Cord
F1FL and the FIL Standard

Colwood Detailer

Wood Burning Kit
Comeswith: Detailerburner,
3ofthe most popular Colwood pens,
and 3 basswood practice boards.

$8-D10 Woodburner
Great Value and 3 year warranty.
‘Comes with the Standard Cord #1FL
and the FIL Standard

BPH Interchangeable Pen
Acceptsalmost any thickness
oftipwire from 1622 ga a5
wellas most Razertip lps.

/3 Boltsadjusted with asmall
Sot screwdriver to customize.

Wearryawide
selection of pens for
BOTH Razertipand

Colwood. Tosee options
visitour website!

@chipping awayinc
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NEW - Stencil Woodcarving Kits Contact Chipping Away

3D Printed stencil kits now
available!

Toll free at: 1-888-682-9801

Locally at: 1-519-743-9008
Differentdesign options
available, check out the website
tosee more!

Visit Chipping Away

60 Baffin Pl, Unit #3
‘Waterloo, ON N2V 127,
Canada

Brand Knives!
Detailers, Spoons,

/ P and Upsweeps.
) ‘We have a wide selection of Canadian Made!

Swiss made Pfeil Tools!
Peilisaleading manufacturerof carving
tools.

matter of principle - since 1902!

mm— Chipping Avay is proud lo inventory  wide range of
B i s - and ifwe donot stock the ool you areafter,

‘wewillbe glad to check theavailability tosee fwe can,
o sPecilorderitin foryou.
‘We offer prime Canadian Basswood,
‘Canadian Cottonwood Bark, and Cyprus
Knees from the United States.

Shipping costsmay need (o be custom quoted
‘when ordering Basswood, Bark,
orcyprusknees.”

Both Pleil and.

7 Em NEW - Flexcut Pro Series Two Cherries
FroSorios The Flscu roLine is Flescuts et eleseof premr haveexcellent  Since 1858 - over 157 years fumily
Palmtools!  The company Wilh. Schmitt & Company
| of Germany has roduced high quality
woodsworking toolsunder the brand name
“Two Cherries. Even today their wide rangeis
‘manufactured maialy by hand.

P!
and durabledetail carving tps yet. A larger clearance between the chol
and heel of the utting edg, you will have a more consistent
stropping experience keeping
forlonger.

2 Fiesc PRO Rosghing ke pletud sove

NEW - Deep Holler Knives

Newly Relaunched, and under new ownerships
‘The Deep Holler Carving Knives are a quality made
tool with premium seel which i recognized as one of ()T Knives
the finest blade materialsin theindustry. These knives are made from quality tool
stec, hardencd and will hold a edge for
‘hours. Carvers can count on the same time
Anexcellent option foranyone who’s tested quality and a producttht they can
interestedin trying out wood counton to make theircarvingjourney an
carving forthe first time! enjopableone.

Call Us Toll Free: 1-888-682-9801

Beginner Carving Kit







OEBPS/images/page005.jpg
ACRRRIRLR bt aan






OEBPS/images/page006.jpg





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg
WOODCARVING

Dytrpis—





OEBPS/images/page007.jpg
Use Promo Codé

PUMPKIN

SPICE 20%0FF






OEBPS/images/page008.jpg











































































