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This book is dedicated to my wonderful wife and my dear family, whose unconditional love has continually spurred me on to greater works.

		
	
		

THANK YOU

To my mentors who helped me become the Christian I am; to you, the reader, whose life I hope I will touch through this book; to my Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ, to whom I owe everything.
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My Prayer for You

Heavenly Father,

As you have led me by Your Holy Spirit these many decades, I pray that you use the words in this book to raise up an army of determined, Spirit-led people, ready and willing to hear and obey Your voice; keep them from the hand of the enemy and from the voice of the deceiver; raise them up in purity of heart so they may see You and follow You; make them channels of Your peace and use them for Your glory. I ask this in the holy and glorious name of Jesus Christ, Your Son.

Amen.

		
	
		
Chapter 1

THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO LIFE

Sitting alone on my bed, my hands rested in my lap, as though I was going to receive something. A young man of 20, I waited in silence with my eyes closed, quietening my thoughts. Psalm 62:1 was guiding me: “Truly my soul silently waits for God; from Him comes my salvation.” With my eyes closed, I saw what looked like the light from a lantern in the distance coming towards me. As I called on the name of the Lord, the light got brighter and closer until I was completely enveloped in His glorious presence. An encounter like this marks you forever; I could never go back to life as usual.

The Treadmill

Many of us live far below our true potential. We wake up, get dressed, go to work, meet friends, come home, go to bed. Repeat. For some, they never escape the treadmill, going from birth to school, to work, to retirement, and, ultimately, to their death, without ever understanding (or fulfilling) their purpose. We live on a planet suspended in space, spinning relentlessly at 1,400 miles an hour, and go about our daily tasks, three meals a day, eight hours sleep a night, pursuing a fleeting feeling called ‘happiness’. We save and spend, smile, laugh, cry, eat and drink, but often lack the joy of living every day in the knowledge of God’s will.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (AMP) reveals the Lord’s desires for us all: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He also has planted eternity in men’s hearts and minds [a divinely implanted sense of a purpose working through the ages which nothing under the sun but God alone can satisfy].” When we live without a strong sense of mission, even our achievements can feel empty, and life’s inevitable disappointments can bring us to a grinding halt. We often end up feeling that the abundant life for which Jesus died to provide, is just out of our reach. We ask ourselves: What’s it all about?

If you have ever been arrested by God on your journey through life, you will realise that there’s much more to life than all the drudge I mentioned above. But how do we enjoy God’s very best? How do we live every day of our lives to the full? How do we fulfill our God-given destinies and ensure we eventually hear the words: “Well done, good and faithful servant!”? (Matthew 25:23.)


Levels of Relationship

There are varying degrees of relationship between God and His people. Some believers enjoy an intimacy that seems to evade others. There are those who live fruitful, rewarding lives, experiencing success in life and ministry, while many others struggle. Favour and blessings follow some while recurring issues cause others to stumble frequently. Others have an ‘arm’s length’ relationship with their Heavenly Father.

All too often, people chase the wrong things at the wrong time and, as a result, their lives are out of sync with God’s agenda. When you discover how to be led by the Holy Spirit, you will be able to enter a new season, and you will enjoy greater maturity in Christ.

I have written this book to help you grow in God and embrace your heavenly destiny. If you read this book with an open heart, I believe you will develop a deeper intimacy with the Lord and you will discover how to fulfill your highest purpose.

Thanks to the amazing favour of the Lord, it’s possible to do God’s will every day of your life. It’s just as possible to live a godly, destiny-filled life today (more so) as it was in the days when we could have walked side by side with the Messiah. How do we know? Because the Bible says that where sin abounds around us, the favor of God abounds even more! (Romans 5:20-21). Understanding God’s favour towards us is a vital revelation in itself. We will approach this divine mystery later in the book.

The New You

The first step towards living life led by the Spirit of God is understanding your position in the ‘‘new creation’ life. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” When we gave our lives to Christ, unless you received some kind of external miracle that changed your appearance, everything on the outside will have stayed very much the same.

There may be a new sparkle in your eye or a new spring in your step, but really, the changes will have happened in the realm of the unseen: the internal world, the spirit world. The change there is instantaneous and seismic. Like all big earthquakes, the effects can take a while to reach the surface of your life. The Holy Spirit is a gentleman; He requires your approval and your cooperation in your journey to newness of life.

Getting our heads around some of those seismic changes can be life-changing; the sheer extent of difference in the ‘new’ us can be overwhelming if we try to unbox them and walk them out all at once. So, like all good elephant-eating analogies, we’ll digest them one bite at a time. The best place to start is to begin with who we now are. The Lord told me once that the biggest crisis in the body of Christ is an identity crisis. We don’t know who we are! Many of us think and behave like we’re just some old tramp who stumbled into a church, an old beggar who found bread, or a dying wretch who found ‘grace’.

Your New Life

We may have started our new life in Christ that way, but when we said yes to Jesus, a series of laws as complex as the laws of gravity and elevation commenced their activities. Those lasting principles bring about change and transformation in every part of our lives. As we continue on this path called ‘newness of life’ by the Bible, these laws continue their remedial, transformational, and generational upgrade work.

The more we learn about these laws and embrace them (it’s a bit like wearing the right clothing in the right season), the more we’ll experience the glory of God in our daily lives.

So, who are we, then?

When you really grasp who you are, what you have been given, and what you are now capable of, it will change your life. 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) says: “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.” These are not empty words – this is your new truth. The Bible says that you have been chosen; you have royal blood running through your veins, and you have been made holy. When you really understand who you are, it will become natural for you to walk in your supernatural purpose.

Limitless

The Bible says that you have been given limitless cognitive abilities: “… we have the mind of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 2:16.) It doesn’t stop there. Deuteronomy 28:12b-13 says that the Lord will, “… bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. The Lord will make you the head and not the tail, and you only will be above, and you will not be underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the Lord your God.” In other words, your new life in Christ gives you access to unlimited mental resources; it gives you the opportunity to enjoy the favour of God upon the work of your hands, and offers you the opportunity to live in abundance, above your circumstances.

Knowing who you are and what God has given to you will help you adopt the right posture as you seek to be led by the Holy Spirit every day of your life. This book will help you to understand and fulfil your purpose; it will teach you how to follow the leading of the Lord as you navigate the twists and turns of life. It will show you how to live life His way, and how to embrace the multitude of blessings our Heavenly Father has provided. Following the leading of the Holy Spirit is the greatest and most exciting way to live!

		
	
		
Chapter 2

BORN INTO THE SUPERNATURAL

The Holy Spirit taught me how to follow His leading after an encounter with God that literally scared the hell out of me and changed the entire direction of my life. To help you understand my journey, I am going to share some of my testimony with you in this chapter. It will help you follow some of what I share later in this book.

I was born in London, England, during the baby boom of the mid 1960s. My father was a strict, devout Irish Catholic man while my mother was an English rose. Sandwiched in between two sisters, I was the only boy. My family lived in a cold, damp council house with no inside toilet, running hot water or central heating. My constant bedwetting made for the strangest odour, especially when I only had a bath every few months. Our clothes were second-hand, jumble sale leftovers, scavenged or sometimes donated by neighbours who pitied us.


Religion only reinforced our wretched lifestyle. One of the Catholic vows is poverty. We were dutifully dragged to church every Sunday to participate in Mass. Woe betide if we ever acted up during Mass. Trouble sometimes meant a telling off, but at times my father used excessive violence towards us kids. It was often a shocking bolt out of the blue, creating almost constant tension. For no reason at all, cups would go flying and plates would become missiles. Silly mistakes (like jam on the outside of the jar) resulted in severe beatings with fists or sticks.

There is still a sizeable piece of bone missing from my leg where my dad threw a boulder at me for breaking something I hadn’t broken; my lower jaw hangs looser than it should because he punched me in the face one night. I quickly connected his devotion to religion as the cause for his behaviour, so, to me, God was an angry masochist who bred haters and hypocrites. I rejected God. My mother, on the other hand, was an unconditionally loving diamond of a lady. Everything around her exuded love, acceptance and kindness. She became a protective barrier from the worst of my dad’s character flaws and a shining example of how to love. Dysfunction and poverty were our hallmarks, but Mum was our pain relief.

We moved from our broken-down, uninhabitable wreck of a house in a leafy suburb of London to a newly built, four-bedroom townhouse with central heating and two toilets inside. But it was located in a hellhole neighbourhood called Tottenham. Things went crazy from there. Somebody high up in our local municipality probably had the idea that if they mixed all the troubled families with a few good ones, everyone would end up nice and righteous. Of course, the opposite happened. Criminality was rife.

A Cruel, Criminal Culture

Every day, something went on in our neighbourhood: domestic violence, stolen goods being sold door to door, wholesale drug dealing, prostitution, muggings, robberies, street fights, road rage, burglaries. The list went on. The Irish political scene had reached a febrile state as well. The hunger strikers were at their worst, and bombings, shootings and reprisals were in full swing. The IRA membership that my dad had relinquished in the late 1960s to focus on raising us, was starting to itch him again.
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