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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Zain Javadd "Zayn" Malik ( Urdu: زین مالک‎) (born 12 January 1993), who records mononymously as Zayn, is a British singer and songwriter. Born and raised in Bradford, Malik aspired to pursue a career in music from a young age leading him to audition as a solo artist for the British reality television music competition The X Factor in 2010. After being eliminated as a solo performer, Malik was brought back into the competition, along with four other contestants, to form the boy band that would become known as One Direction. During his time in the group, they released the albums Up All Night (2011), Take Me Home (2012), Midnight Memories (2013), and Four (2014). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 270 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Georges Bizet (French: ; 25 October 1838 – 3 June 1875), registered at birth as Alexandre César Léopold Bizet, was a French composer of the romantic era. Best known for his operas in a career cut short by his early death, Bizet achieved few successes before his final work, Carmen, which has become one of the most popular and frequently performed works in the entire opera repertoire. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 252 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Lukas Graham is a Danish pop and soul band. It consists of lead vocalist Lukas Forchhammer, drummer Mark Falgren, and bassist Magnus Larsson. The band released their first album, Lukas Graham, with labels Copenhagen Records and Then We Take the World in 2012. The album peaked at number one on the Danish charts. Their second album was released in 2015 and earned international attention with singles like "Mama Said" and "7 Years", the latter of which peaked at number two on the Billboard Hot 100 list (among other countries' charts). The self-titled global debut album was officially released in the United States by Warner Bros. Records on 1 April 2016. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 94 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The UEFA Champions League is an annual continental club football competition organised by the Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) and contested by top-division European clubs. It is one of the most prestigious tournaments in the world and the most prestigious club competition in European football, played by the national league champion (and, for some nations, one or more runners-up) of each UEFA national association. The UEFA Champions League final is the most watched annual sporting event worldwide. The final of the 2012–13 tournament had the highest TV ratings to date, drawing 360 million television viewers. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 576 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Allen Ezail Iverson (born June 7, 1975) is an American professional basketball player who played for 14 seasons in the National Basketball Association (NBA). He played both the shooting guard and point guard positions. Iverson was an eleven-time NBA All-Star, won the All-Star game MVP award in 2001 and 2005, and was the NBA's Most Valuable Player (MVP) in 2001. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 907 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Zlatan Ibrahimović





"Ibrahimović" redirects here. For other people with the name, see Ibrahimović (surname).

Zlatan Ibrahimović (Swedish pronunciation: [ˈslaːtan ɪbraˈhiːmɔvɪtɕ][image: External link] ( listen[image: External link]), Bosnian: [zlǎtan ibraxǐːmoʋitɕ][image: External link] ( listen[image: External link]); born 3 October 1981) is a Swedish professional footballer who plays as a forward for English club Manchester United[image: External link]. He was also a member of the Sweden national team[image: External link], making his senior international debut in 2001 and serving as captain from 2010 until he retired from international football in 2016.[3] Primarily a striker[image: External link], he is a prolific goalscorer, who is best known for his technique, creativity, strength, ability in the air, and his powerful and accurate striking ability. As of February 2017, he is the second most decorated active footballer in the world, having won 32 trophies in his career.[4]

Ibrahimović began his career at Malmö FF[image: External link] in the late 1990s before being signed by Ajax[image: External link], where he made a name for himself. He signed for Juventus[image: External link] and excelled in Serie A in a strike partnership with David Trezeguet. In 2006, he signed for rival side Internazionale[image: External link] and was named to the UEFA Team of the Year[image: External link] in both 2007[image: External link] and 2009[image: External link]. In addition, Ibrahimović would finish as the league's top scorer in 2008–09 and win three straight Scudetti. In the summer of 2009, he transferred to Barcelona, before moving back to Serie A football the following season, joining Milan[image: External link] in a deal that made him one of the highest-paid players in the world.[5] He won another Scudetto with Milan in the 2010–11 season[image: External link]. He joined Paris Saint-Germain in July 2012. During his four-season stay at PSG, Ibrahimović won four consecutive Ligue 1 titles, three Coupes de la Ligue, two Coupes de France and was the top scorer in Ligue 1 for three seasons. In October 2015, he became PSG's all time leading goalscorer[image: External link]. He finished his PSG career with 156 goals in 180 competitive matches.[6]

Ibrahimović is one of ten players to have made 100 or more appearances for the Swedish national team. He is the country's all-time leading goalscorer with 62 goals. He represented Sweden at the 2002[image: External link] and 2006[image: External link] FIFA World Cups[image: External link], as well as the 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], and 2016[image: External link] UEFA European Championships[image: External link]. He has been awarded Guldbollen[image: External link] (the Golden Ball), given to the Swedish player of the year, a record 11 times, including 10 consecutive times from 2007 to 2016.[7]

With his playing style and acrobatic finishing compared to Dutch retired striker Marco van Basten, Ibrahimović is widely regarded as one of the best strikers[image: External link] in the game and one of the best footballers of his generation.[8][9][10][11] His spectacular bicycle kick for Sweden against England won the 2013 FIFA Puskás Award[image: External link] for Goal of the Year.[12] Off the field, he is known for his brash persona and outspoken comments, in addition to referring to himself in the third person.[13][14] In December 2013, Ibrahimović was ranked by The Guardian as the third-best player in the world, behind only Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo.[15] In December 2014, Swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter named him the second-greatest Swedish sportsperson of all time, after tennis player Björn Borg.[16]
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 Early life




Ibrahimović was born in Sweden to a Muslim Bosniak father, Šefik Ibrahimović,[17] who emigrated to Sweden in 1977, and a Croatian Catholic mother, Jurka Gravić, who had also emigrated to Sweden, where the couple first met. His father was born in Bijeljina, Bosnia, and his mother was born in the village of Prkos near Škabrnja in Croatia's Zadar County.[18]

After receiving a pair of football boots, Ibrahimović began playing at the age of six, alternating between local junior clubs Malmö BI[image: External link] and FBK Balkan.[19][20] While in his early teens, he was a regular for his hometown club Malmö FF[image: External link].[20] At the age of 15, Ibrahimović was close to quitting his football career, in favour of working at the docks in Malmö, but his manager convinced him to continue playing.[21] His idol was Brazilian star Ronaldo when he was growing up.[22]
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"Arsène Wenger asked me to have a trial with Arsenal when I was 17. I turned it down. Zlatan doesn't do auditions."





— Ibrahimović on turning down Arsenal.[13]


Ibrahimović signed his first contract with Malmö in 1996, and moved up to the senior side for the 1999 season of Allsvenskan[image: External link], Sweden's top-flight league. That season, Malmö finished 13th in the league and were relegated to the second division, but returned to the top flight the next season. Arsène Wenger unsuccessfully tried to persuade Ibrahimović to join Arsenal[image: External link], while Leo Beenhakker (the technical director of Ajax[image: External link]) also expressed interest in the player after watching him in a friendly against Norwegian side Moss FK[image: External link].[23] On 22 March 2001, a deal between Ajax and Malmö regarding Ibrahimović's transfer to Amsterdam was announced, and in July, Ibrahimović officially joined Ajax for 80 million Swedish kronor (€8.7 million).[24]
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Ibrahimović received little playing time under manager Co Adriaanse, but when Adriaanse was sacked on 29 November 2001, new coach Ronald Koeman inserted Ibrahimović into the starting lineup as Ajax won the 2001–02 Eredivisie title. The next season, Ibrahimović scored twice in a 2–1 victory over French champions Lyon in his Champions League[image: External link] debut on 17 September 2002. He scored five Champions League goals overall as Ajax fell to Milan in the quarter-finals.[25][26] In his final season with Ajax, Ibrahimović's profile rose when he scored a goal against NAC[image: External link] on 22 August 2004 that was eventually voted the "Goal of the Year" by Eurosport[image: External link] viewers.[27]

On 18 August 2004, during an international match against the Netherlands[image: External link], Ibrahimović injured Ajax teammate Rafael van der Vaart, who later accused Ibrahimović of hurting him intentionally. This led to Ibrahimović's sudden sale to Juventus[image: External link] on 31 August.[28]
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 Juventus




Ibrahimović moved from Ajax to Juventus for €16 million.[29] He was promptly inserted into the starting eleven due in part to top scorer David Trezeguet's injury problems, and scored 16 goals. Near the end of the season, Juventus reportedly rejected a €70 million bid for him from Real Madrid, which was later revealed to be a publicity stunt initiated by Ibrahimović's agent, Mino Raiola, in order to increase his market value.[27] On 14 November 2005, he was awarded the Guldbollen[image: External link], a prize awarded to the best Swedish footballer of the year.[30]

The following season was poor compared to his first season; his role in Juventus' attack changed, as he became less of a goalscorer and moved more to the sidelines, taking much part in the build-up play, especially as a target player, and his assist numbers increased. In the 2005–06 season, Juventus fans often got frustrated with him due to his anonymous presence in certain important games such as the Champions League defeat to Arsenal. Juventus were stripped of their last two Scudetti as part of the verdict from the Calciopoli scandal, and were relegated to Serie B[image: External link]. The new staff tried to persuade Ibrahimović and other top players to stay with Juventus, but the player and his agent were adamant to move on, with Raiola threatening legal action in order to extricate Ibrahimović from his contract.[31]
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On 10 August 2006, Ibrahimović completed a €24.8 million move to Internazionale[image: External link], signing a four-year-deal,[32] this coming only a few days after 30-year-old midfielder Patrick Vieira[image: External link] had completed his own transfer from Juve to the Nerazzurri.[33] Ibrahimović revealed that he had supported Inter when he was young.[34]

Ibrahimović made his debut for Inter on 26 August 2006 against Roma[image: External link] in the 2006 Supercoppa Italiana, playing the full 90 minutes as Inter won after extra time.[35] He scored in his Serie A debut against Fiorentina[image: External link] on 9 September as Inter commenced the league with a 3–2 win at Stadio Artemio Franchi.[36] Three days later, in his first Champions League appearance for Inter, Ibrahimović was not able to avoid the 1–0 away defeat to Sporting CP[image: External link] as Inter begun their European campaign in the wrong way.[37] Later, on 28 October, in his first "Derby della Madonnina[image: External link]" match against cross-town rivals Milan, Ibrahimović scored the third Inter goal of the match and also his third league goal of the season in a 4–3 thriller win.[38] In his first season at the club, Ibrahimović top scored for Inter in Serie A with 15 goals, as the team won the Scudetto with a record[image: External link] 97 points.[39]

Ibrahimović played his 100th Serie A match on 16 September 2007 at the San Siro[image: External link] against Catania, where he appeared as a second-half substitute for Hernán Crespo in an eventual 2–0 win.[40] In 2007, he signed a new contract until June 2013;[41] it was reported that this contract had made him the world's highest paid footballer.[42] On 18 May 2008, Ibrahimović scored both goals in a 2–0 defeat of Parma[image: External link] on the final day of the 2007–08 Serie A season to give Inter a second consecutive Scudetto.[43] Overall, he scored 17 goals in 26 league matches, and was named both Serie A Footballer of the Year and Serie A Foreign Footballer of the Year[image: External link].[43]

Ibrahimović started his third Inter season by winning the Supercoppa Italiana against Roma. After the regular and extra time had finished in a draw, the match went to a penalty shootout where he successfully converted his penalty attempt.[44] He scored his team's only goal in the 2008–09 Serie A opening match against Sampdoria, which finished in a 1–1 draw.[45] On 4 October, during the match against Bologna at home which Inter won 2–1, Ibrahimović scored a sensational goal, stunning Francesco Antonioli[image: External link] with an irresistible backheeled shot from Adriano's left-wing cross. The goal was later voted Goal of the Year in Serie A.[46] On 19 October 2008, Ibrahimović continued with his solid performances by scoring twice in an impressive 4–0 win at Roma, taking his tally up to five league goals.[47] He then scored another double in the Matchday 12 win against Palermo to help Inter take the lead in the Serie A table by one point.[48] In the next fixture, Ibrahimović provided the assist on the only goal in the Derby d'Italia[image: External link] match against Juventus at home, helping Inter to extend their league lead.[49]

Ibrahimović ended the 2008–09 Serie A season as the league's top goalscorer[image: External link] with 25 goals,[50] helping Inter to another league title. He was also named both Footballer of the Year and Foreign Footballer of the Year for the second consecutive season.[51]
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"I was probably with the best team in history. Their football was beautiful. When I prepared for a game, I knew I had won even before we started. I looked at the players around me and saw Messi and Iniesta and Xavi and Puyol and Piqué and Dani Alves and Busquets. Unbelievable! It was football from another planet and I loved it. It was technically perfect."





— "Zlatan Ibrahimović, the Guardian"[image: External link]. Interview, 6 October 2014


After Inter teammate Maxwell completed his transfer to Barcelona, Barça president Joan Laporta confirmed that there was an agreement in principle between Barcelona and Inter for Ibrahimović to join the club in exchange for striker Samuel Eto'o, plus a reported fee of £59 million.[52][53] Ibrahimović left Inter during their United States summer tour in the World Football Challenge[image: External link] on 23 July 2009 for negotiations with Barcelona, with his last match for Inter being against Chelsea[image: External link].[54] After Inter agreed terms with Eto'o[55] and Barcelona with Ibrahimović,[56] Barcelona announced Ibrahimović would arrive on 26 July 2009 and undergo a medical test on 27 July 2009.[57]

Ibrahimović passed his medical and was presented to a crowd of over 60,000 at Camp Nou[image: External link].[58] He signed a five-year contract,[59] for €46 million[59] and the exchange of Eto'o (valued at €20 million) and loan of Alexander Hleb[image: External link] (with an option to purchase for a €10 million fee),[59] with a €250 million release clause,[59] making Ibrahimović worth €66 million. The Hleb deal, however, collapsed. Eventually, Ibrahimović cost Barcelona €69.884 million (£59 million), which included other fees.[60] As per the Inter book, the fee was €69.5 million,[61][62] but part of the Inter fee (about 4.5%) was redistributed to youth clubs as solidarity contribution (save for Juventus).[63]

Ibrahimović started the 2009–10 season[image: External link] with his competitive debut for Barcelona on 23 August 2009 by assisting on a goal by Lionel Messi, leading them to the Supercopa de España, beating Athletic Bilbao[image: External link] 5–1 on aggregate. In his next competitive match, Barcelona won the 2009 UEFA Super Cup[image: External link] with a 1–0 win over Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link].[64] In his third appearance, he scored his first goal in Barcelona's La Liga season opener[image: External link] against Sporting Gijón[image: External link] in a 3–0 win. Ibrahimović went on to score in his next four games, thus setting a team record as the only player ever to score in his first five league matches.[65][66]

On 20 October, he scored his first Champions League[image: External link] goal for Barcelona in a group stage[image: External link] match against Rubin Kazan[image: External link]. Five days later, he scored twice in a 6–1 thrashing of Real Zaragoza[image: External link], giving him a league-leading seven goals in seven league matches while sending Barcelona to the top of the table.[67] On 7 November, however, he suffered a thigh injury that kept him out for three weeks. He returned to action in week 12 of the season against Real Madrid as a second-half substitute for Thierry Henry, and scored his eighth goal of the campaign.[68] He finished with 11 goals and 4 assists in all but two of Barcelona's first 15 league matches. Barcelona capped off 2009 by winning the 2009 FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] against Estudiantes on 19 December 2009.[69]

Ibrahimović scored Barcelona's only goal in the 2009–10 Copa del Rey first leg match of the round of 16 in a 2–1 loss to Sevilla[image: External link] on 5 January 2010. On 20 January, he was selected in the 2009 UEFA Team of the Year[image: External link].[70] His first goal of 2010 came on 14 February against Atlético Madrid[image: External link]. In his next appearance, Ibrahimović scored against Stuttgart[image: External link] in the first leg[image: External link] of their UEFA Champions League knockout stage fixture. He was sent off on 6 March in a league match against Almería, which Barcelona appealed to no avail, and he was suspended for one game.[71] A calf strain[image: External link] during warmups before the next La Liga match following his return from suspension against Athletic Bilbao ruled Ibrahimović out of the second leg[image: External link] 4–1 victory over Arsenal, in which he scored two goals away from home, the return leg of El Clásico[image: External link] against Madrid (which Barcelona won 2–0),[72] and the next league match against Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]. He made his return as a substitute in the 82nd minute in a 0–0 away draw against Espanyol[image: External link] on 17 April.[73]




"You bought a Ferrari, but you drive it like a Fiat."





— Ibrahimović criticises Guardiola on how he was used at Barcelona.[74]


He scored his final goal for Barcelona in the 2010 Supercopa de España on 14 August in a 3–1 defeat against Sevilla, and on 25 August, he played his last match for the club against Milan for the Joan Gamper Trophy[image: External link], after which he claimed to the media that his relationship with coach Pep Guardiola[image: External link] had started deteriorating and that Guardiola had not spoken to him since February.[75]
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On 28 August 2010, Milan[image: External link] announced via their official website that they had signed Ibrahimović for the 2010–11 season[image: External link]. He was loaned out to Milan for the season, with the club having the option to purchase him outright for €24 million at the end of the season.[76][77] He signed a four-year deal immediately after successfully passing the medical examinations.[78] Upon signing, Ibrahimović said, "This move gives me more adrenaline. I have moved here to win the Champions League with Milan. I want to win the double."[78]

Ibrahimović made his Milan debut in a 2–0 loss to Cesena[image: External link] on 11 September, in which he missed a penalty late in the match,[79] and scored his first goals for the club when Milan defeated Auxerre in their first Champions League[image: External link] match of the season on 15 September. On 14 November, Ibrahimović scored the only goal in a 1–0 victory against his former club Inter in the Derby della Madonnina.[80] On 20 November, he scored his seventh goal against Fiorentina[image: External link] in the 45th minute with an over-the-head bicycle kick, passing Alexandre Pato as the team's top goalscorer for the season. On 4 December 2010, in a game against Brescia, he assisted Kevin-Prince Boateng to give Milan an early lead and then scored the third goal by a powerful shot near the edge of the penalty box to give Milan a 3–0 win.[81] On 12 December 2010, history repeated itself in the game against Bologna after he assisted Boateng to give Milan an early lead once again and scoring later that match to make it 3–0, leading him to 13 goals with 8 assists in 21 matches in all competitions. Within days of the match, he was compared to Milan legend Marco van Basten by both the media and van Basten himself.[8][10][82]

Ibrahimović received a three-match ban after being shown a red card in a 1–1 home draw against Bari in March 2011 for punching Bari defender Marco Rossi in the stomach.[83] An additional three-match ban was given to Ibrahimović in February 2012 in a 2–1 home defeat against Fiorentina for swearing at an assistant referee. Ibrahimović stated in his defence that he was talking to himself in frustration.[84] He won his first Scudetto with Milan after a draw against Roma. All agreements between Milan and Barcelona were confirmed on 18 June 2011.[85]
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 2011–12 season




Ibrahimović started the new season on 6 August in the 2011 Supercoppa Italiana against city rivals Inter, where he scored the first goal of a 2–1 comeback victory to clinch the first trophy of the season.[86] In the opening league match of the 2011–12 season[image: External link], Ibrahimović scored Milan's first goal of a 2–2 home draw against Lazio[image: External link].[87] He scored his first Champions League goal of the season on 28 September in a 2–0 home win against Viktoria Plzeň,[88] which was followed by another one on 19 October against BATE Borisov[image: External link] in another 2–0 home win.[89] He continued with his solid performances as he scored in a 4–1 home win against Parma and a brace[image: External link] in the team's 3–2 away victory over Roma, ending a successful month of October.[90]

November saw him score in consecutive games against BATE, in the Champions League, and Catania, in the league. Later in the month against Barcelona in another Champions League tie, Ibrahimović scored against his old club to equalise the game at 1–1. Barça eventually pulled away however with Xavi scoring the winning goal for the Catalan giants to make it 3–2 at the San Siro. He ended November with a brace against Chievo, the first of those tallies brought his Serie A career total to 100 goals. In December, Ibrahimović scored a goal in each of five Serie A games.

As 2012 started, he scored against Atalanta[image: External link] converting a penalty kick. He was the top goalscorer of Serie A, with 14 goals in 16 appearance following a brace against Novara, of which the second goal came on a cheeky backheel. On 5 January 2012 in a match against Napoli[image: External link], he was shown a red card for slapping Salvatore Aronica in an off-the-ball incident, and was given yet another three-match ban from Serie A games.[91]

On 15 February, in the first leg of the Champions League's round of 16[image: External link], Ibrahimović set up both of Robinho[image: External link]'s goals and also scored by a spot kick, thus helping Milan win 4–0 over Arsenal.[92] On 3 March, during the 4–0 away win against Palermo, Ibrahimović took the lead of the goalscorers table as he scored a first-half hat-trick to take his tally up to 17 goals.[93] He finished the season as Serie A top scorer with 28 goals in 32 matches.[94]
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 Paris Saint-Germain
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 2012–13 season




On 17 July 2012, Paris Saint-Germain confirmed that they had reached an agreement to acquire the sporting and economic rights of Ibrahimović from Milan, having already agreed personal terms with the striker, for an initial transfer fee of around €20 million, making Ibrahimović the most expensive footballer in combined transfer fees. Valued at €180 million, these combined fees eclipsed those commanded by Nicolas Anelka. His three-year contract would see him receive a net annual salary of €14 million including bonuses (which would be €2 million more than what he was earning per year just before he left Milan), and make him the second best paid footballer in the world behind Samuel Eto'o.[95][96][97]

The following day, Ibrahimović signed the contract[98] and made the following statement during the press conference: "It is a big step in my career and another dream come true. I am very happy because it is a project that I want to be involved in. I want to be part of the history of the club. I am here to win and nothing else."[99]

Ibrahimović scored twice in the second half for PSG to help them rally from 2–0 down at half-time to salvage a 2–2 home draw with Lorient in their opening 2012–13 Ligue 1[image: External link] match.[100] He scored two goals in the first half to help PSG to a 2–1 win over Lille[image: External link] which was PSG's first Ligue 1 win after three successive draws in the first three league matches of the 2012–13 season.[101]




"We haven't had a goalscorer like him in France for a long time. He is on a different planet to anyone else."





— Jean-Pierre Papin[image: External link] on Ibrahimović[10]


In the opening 2012–13 Champions League[image: External link] Group A match against Dynamo Kyiv[image: External link] on 18 September 2012, Ibrahimović scored his sixth goal in only his fifth appearance for Carlo Ancelotti[image: External link]'s side through a penalty. He thus became the first man to score for six clubs in the UEFA Champions League.[102] On 8 October, Ibrahimović became only the third player (after Ronaldinho and Laurent Blanc[image: External link]) to have played in El Clásico in Spain, the Derby della Madonnina in Italy and Le Classique, the derby between Marseille[image: External link] and PSG. He scored both of PSG's goals (the first goal was from a backheel and the second was from a free kick) in the Ligue 1 Classique derby at the Stade Vélodrome[image: External link] on that day, with the match finishing 2–2.[103] On 11 December 2012, he scored a hat-trick in a 4–0 away win against Valenciennes.[104]

In January 2013, Ibrahimović was handed the number 10 jersey after the departure of Brazilian winger Nenê. In April 2013, Ibrahimović scored in a 2–2 draw against his former club Barcelona in the quarter-finals of the Champions League[image: External link]. PSG, however, were knocked out on away goals after drawing 1–1 at Camp Nou[image: External link] in the second leg. He ended the season as the assists leader[image: External link] in the 2012–13 Champions League[image: External link], providing seven assists.[105]

On 12 May 2013, Paris Saint-Germain won the Ligue 1 title after a 1–0 away win against Lyon, their third title and first since 1994.[106][107][108] He ended the year as Ligue 1's top goalscorer[image: External link] with 30 goals, becoming the first player to reach that mark in the French top flight since Jean-Pierre Papin[image: External link] in the 1989–90 season[image: External link].[109] On 20 May, he was named as Ligue 1's Player of the Year by the Union nationale des footballeurs professionnels (UNFP).[110][111]
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 2013–14 season




Ibrahimović netted his first goal of the season on 31 August 2013, scoring deep into stoppage time as PSG recorded a 2–0 victory over Guingamp[image: External link].[112] On 24 September, it was announced that Ibrahimović had extended his contract with PSG, which would see him stay at the club until 2016.[113] A week later on 2 October, the Swede scored twice as PSG ran out 3–0 winners over Benfica[image: External link] in a Champions League[image: External link] group match[image: External link].[114]

On 19 October, he scored two goals in PSG's 4–0 win over Bastia, one an audacious volleyed back heel as he reached behind the defender to fire the ball into the net.[115] The goal was later named as Ligue 1's Goal of the Season.[115] Four days later, Ibrahimović scored four goals in PSG's 5–0 away win against RSC Anderlecht in the Champions League; he scored the eighth-fastest hat-trick in the competition's history and became the 11th player to score four times or more in a Champions League match.[116] The third goal of the four was clocked at a speed of 93 mph.[117]

On 27 November, Ibrahimović made his 100th UEFA Champions League appearance, scoring the opening goal in a 2–1 win over Olympiacos[image: External link] at the Parc des Princes.[118]

On 16 March 2014, Ibrahimović scored both goals in a 2–0 win over Saint-Étienne[image: External link] to surpass Carlos Bianchi's club record of 39 goals in a season.[119] On 11 May, he was named Ligue 1's Player of the Year for the second consecutive season.[115] Ibrahimović ended the Ligue 1 season[image: External link] as top scorer with 26 goals as PSG won a second consecutive league title.[120] Overall, he scored 41 goals in all competitions, including ten in eight Champions League matches.[121]
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 2014–15 season




Ibrahimović scored his first two goals for Paris Saint Germain on 2 August 2014 against Guingamp in the 2014 Trophée des Champions, winning his first silverware of the season.[122] In the first league match of the season, Ibrahimović scored twice but also missed an open net and had a penalty saved as PSG drew 2–2 with Reims.[123] Ibrahimović scored his first league hat-trick of the season in a match against Saint-Étienne on 31 August.[124]

In the quarter-finals of the Coupe de la Ligue on 13 January 2015, Ibrahimović scored the only goal to win away at Saint-Étienne. The home team argued that the ball had not crossed the line, and fans threw objects onto the pitch, disrupting play for ten minutes.[125]

On 11 March, Ibrahimović received a straight red card in a Champions League[image: External link] round of 16[image: External link] match against Chelsea[image: External link] at Stamford Bridge[image: External link], for a foul on Oscar[image: External link]. PSG drew 2–2 after extra time to qualify for the quarter-finals on away goals.[126] Nine days later, he scored a hat-trick in a 3–0 win over Lorient at the Parc des Princes.[127][128][129] He netted another hat-trick on 8 April as PSG reached the 2015 Coupe de France Final with a 4–1 win over Saint-Étienne, starting with a penalty for his 100th goal for the club. He ended the match with 102 career goals for PSG, second only to Pauleta.[130][131][132] Three days later, he scored twice as PSG defeated Bastia 4–0 in the 2015 Coupe de la Ligue Final. The first goal was a penalty which he won when fouled by Sébastien Squillaci, resulting in the Bastia defender's dismissal.[133]
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 2015–16 season




On 4 October 2015, Ibrahimović scored both goals from penalty kicks in a 2–1 home win over Marseille to overtake Pauleta and become Paris Saint-Germain's all-time leading goalscorer[image: External link] with 110 goals in all official competitions.[134]

On 25 November, Ibrahimović captained PSG on his return to hometown club Malmö FF in the group stage[image: External link] of the 2015–16 Champions League[image: External link]. He scored the team's third goal in a 5–0 win, a result that confirmed PSG's qualification to the knockout stage[image: External link] of the competition.[135] In scoring twice in PSG's 3–0 win over Nice[image: External link] on 4 December 2015, Ibrahimović beat Mustapha Dahleb's previous record of 85 goals to become the club's all-time top goalscorer in the French first division.[136]

On 16 February 2016, in the 2015–16 UEFA Champions League[image: External link] round of 16 first leg against Chelsea at home, Ibrahimović scored the opener in the 39th minute with a free kick to help his team win 2–1.[137] This was Ibrahimović's 116th appearance in the Champions League, meaning that he overtook Carles Puyol[image: External link] to enter the competition's all-time top ten appearance makers[image: External link].[138] Four days later, Ibrahimović netted twice during the 4–1 home win over Reims, taking his tally up to 23 league goals; he also set up the goals of Edinson Cavani[image: External link] and Gregory van der Wiel.[139]

On 9 March, in the second leg of PSG's Champions League tie with Chelsea at Stamford Bridge, Ibrahimović assisted a goal for Adrien Rabiot and scored the winning goal himself as Paris won the match 2–1 and progressed to the quarter-final stage with a 4–2 aggregate victory.[140] With this goal, he became the 14th player to score 50 or more goals in UEFA club competitions.[141] Four days later, he scored four times in a 9–0 win at bottom team Troyes that sealed PSG's league conquest with eight games remaining; his hat-trick goal was his 100th in the league.[142] His nine-minute hat-trick was the fastest in Ligue 1 history.[143]

Later that day, he announced he would be leaving PSG at the end of the season, while joking that only if they replaced the Eiffel Tower with a statue of himself would he stay.[144] On 16 April, Ibrahimović scored twice in a 6–0 home win against Caen to earn him a season-best 32 goals in league; it was also his 41st goal of the season, equaling his season-best in 2013–14 season[image: External link] with two games less playing.[145] Three days later, he netted the winner in the 2015–16 Coupe de France[image: External link] semi-final match away against Lorient to send Paris into the final for the second consecutive season; it was also his 42nd goal of the season, setting a new personal best.[146] On 8 May 2016, Ibrahimović was named UNFP Ligue 1 Player of the Season for the third consecutive year.[147]

Ibrahimović made his final Ligue 1 appearance for PSG against Nantes at the Parc des Princes on 14 May 2016, scoring twice in a 4–0 victory to become Paris Saint-Germain's top scorer in a single Ligue 1 season with 38 goals, which put him one goal ahead of Carlos Bianchi, who managed 37 in the 1977–78 campaign. Ibrahimović ended the 2015–16 Ligue 1[image: External link] season as its top scorer, the third time that he had done so. The league match was stopped briefly in the tenth minute as fans gave Ibrahimović – whose PSG shirt was number 10 – a standing ovation. He was also cheered just before the final whistle, holding his two sons in his arms. They had run onto the pitch moments earlier, wearing number 10 PSG shirts with either the word "King" or "Legend" written in English on the back. The names were in reference to their father's "I came like a king, left like a legend" post on social media before the match.[148][149]

On 21 May 2016, Ibrahimović scored twice (his 155th and 156th goals in his 180th and final competitive match for the club) in the second half of the 2016 Coupe de France final, and also set up Edinson Cavani's goal. PSG defeated Marseille 4–2 in that match. He was substituted to a standing ovation in the final minutes of the match. PSG thus won the Ligue 1-Coupe de France-Coupe de la Ligue domestic treble[image: External link] for the second consecutive season, and equalled Marseille's all-time record of ten Coupe de France titles.[150][151]
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 Manchester United




On 1 July 2016, Ibrahimović signed as a free agent for Manchester United[image: External link] on a one-year contract, which had the option of being extended depending on his performance for the club.[152][153] His salary is reported to be £200,000 per week.[154] He was handed the number 9 jersey ahead of the 2016–17 season[image: External link].[155]

On 7 August, Ibrahimović scored the match-winning goal for Manchester United in the 2016 FA Community Shield, rising above Wes Morgan to head past Leicester City[image: External link] goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel in a 2–1 victory.[156] In his Premier League[image: External link] debut one week later, he scored with a long-range strike in the 3–1 away win at Bournemouth[image: External link] on the opening day.[157] On 20 August, he scored both goals; a header in the first half and a penalty in the second, to beat Southampton[image: External link] 2–0 on his home debut for the club.[158] On 6 November, he scored twice in a 3–1 away win against Swansea City[image: External link]; his first goal of the match was the 25,000th goal in Premier League history. He was later booked however, picking up his fifth yellow card of the season, ruling him out of Manchester United's league fixture at home against Arsenal on 19 November.[159] On 5 February 2017, Ibrahimović scored his 15th league goal of the season and 20th in all competitions in a 3–0 away win against Leicester City, becoming the oldest player to manage at least 15 goals in a single Premier League season at the age of 35 years and 125 days.[160][161]

On 16 February, Ibrahimović registered his first Manchester United hat-trick in a 3–0 win over Saint-Étienne[image: External link] in the Europa League[image: External link] Round of 32[image: External link].[162] On 19 February, he made his first FA Cup[image: External link] appearance, coming on as a 62nd-minute substitute and scoring the winner in a 2–1 fifth round win against Blackburn Rovers[image: External link] at Ewood Park.[163] Exactly a week after his FA Cup debut, Ibrahimović scored two goals, a free-kick and a header (the winning goal), in the 2017 EFL Cup Final to clinch United's fifth League Cup and to win his second trophy with the club.[164]

On 7 March, Ibrahimović was suspended for three matches by The Football Association for violent conduct after elbowing Bournemouth's Tyrone Mings in a 1–1 draw at Old Trafford three days earlier.[165] Later on 13 April, Ibrahimović was included in the six player shortlist for the PFA Player of the Year.[166]

On 20 April, Ibrahimović sustained serious ligament damage in his right knee in a Europa League quarter-final against Anderlecht at Old Trafford. Several sources reported that the injury would sideline the player until at least the end of the 2016–17 season[image: External link].[167] He decided not to accept any wages from the club whilst he regained fitness.[168]
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 International career




See also: List of international goals scored by Zlatan Ibrahimović
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 Early career and 2002 World Cup




Ibrahimović was eligible to represent Sweden[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] or Croatia[image: External link] at international level; he chose Sweden.[169] He made his debut for Sweden in a 0–0 friendly draw against the Faroe Islands[image: External link] at Tipshallen on 31 January 2001 during the 2000–01 Nordic Football Championship[image: External link].[170][171] On 7 October 2001, he played his first competitive match, a 2002 World Cup qualifier[image: External link] against Azerbaijan[image: External link], scoring his first ever international goal in a 3–0 win as Sweden topped their group to qualify for the upcoming tournament.[172][173][174]

Ibrahimović was part of the Sweden squad at the 2002 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] held in Korea and Japan, who were eliminated at the round of 16 by newcomers Senegal[image: External link].[175]
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 Euro 2004 and 2006 World Cup




Sweden qualified for UEFA Euro 2004[image: External link] as group winners, with Ibrahimović scoring three goals throughout the qualifying campaign[image: External link].[176] In Sweden's opening group match of Euro 2004 against Bulgaria[image: External link] on 14 June, Ibrahimović assisted one of Fredrik Ljungberg[image: External link]'s goals and later scored from a penalty in a 5–0 win.[177] In the following match against Italy[image: External link] on 18 June, he scored an 85th-minute equaliser with a back-heel lob to seal a 1–1 draw and was named Man of the Match;[178][179] the goal was later named the best goal of the tournament.[180] Sweden and Denmark[image: External link] subsequently sealed a place in the knockout round on direct encounters following a 2–2 draw in their final group match, despite a three-way five-point tie with Italy, with Sweden topping the group.[181] In the quarter-finals against the Netherlands[image: External link], he missed a penalty in the resulting shoot-out following a 0–0 draw after extra-time, as Sweden were eliminated from the competition.[182]

During the 2006 World Cup qualification campaign[image: External link], Ibrahimović scored four goals in a 7–0 victory away to Malta[image: External link] on 4 September 2004.[183] He did not score during the 2006 World Cup[image: External link] finals, as Sweden were knocked out in the round of 16, this time by Germany[image: External link].[184]
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 Euro 2008 and 2010 World Cup qualifying




Ibrahimović was called up for a Euro 2008[image: External link] qualifier[image: External link] against Liechtenstein[image: External link] on 6 September 2006, but two days before the match, he violated team curfew by leaving the hotel with teammates Christian Wilhelmsson[image: External link] and Olof Mellberg[image: External link], visiting a nightclub. Though none of the players consumed any alcohol, they were nonetheless all sent home by manager Lars Lagerbäck as punishment and did not take part in the match. Mellberg and Wilhelmsson did not appeal the coach's decision, but Ibrahimović felt that it was unjust and therefore refused to take part in Sweden's next qualifiers against Iceland[image: External link] and Spain[image: External link]. He also refused to partake in a friendly against Egypt[image: External link] on 7 February 2007, but ended his self-imposed boycott a month later,[185] and returned for Sweden's loss to Northern Ireland[image: External link] on 28 March. He did not score in any of the 12 qualifying matches. Ibrahimović was awarded the 2007 Swedish Golden Ball[image: External link] as the "Country's Top Player of the Year".[186]

Ibrahimović ended his international goal drought, which had lasted for over two years, against Greece[image: External link] in Sweden's Euro 2008[image: External link] opener on 10 June 2008, in which he was named Man of the Match,[187][188] also scoring in the next match against Spain four days later.[189] He finished the tournament with two goals as Sweden were eliminated in the group stage by Russia[image: External link].[190] Ibrahimović scored a goal in a 4–0 win against Malta on 10 June 2009 in a 2010 World Cup qualifier[image: External link].[191] On 5 September 2009, he scored a last second goal in Ferenc Puskás Stadium against Hungary[image: External link] in a 2–1 win for Sweden in their qualification[image: External link] match,[192] although Sweden ultimately failed to qualify for the tournament, finishing third in their qualifying group.[3]
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 Euro 2012




Ahead of the Euro 2012 qualification[image: External link], Ibrahimović was named team captain on his return to the national team by manager Erik Hamrén[image: External link].[193] He scored his first goals of the qualifying game against San Marino[image: External link], where he scored the first and fifth goals in a 6–0 win in front of over 21,000 home fans despite being down to ten men for over an hour.[194] His next goals came in the form of a hat-trick against Finland[image: External link], whom they beat 5–0.[195]

At the Euro 2012[image: External link] finals, Ibrahimović scored the opening goal in Sweden's first game of the tournament, a 2–1 defeat against hosts Ukraine[image: External link].[196] He then scored with a volley, later considered the goal of the tournament,[197] to open the score in Sweden's 2–0 win against France[image: External link] in the last group match; he was later named Man of the Match.[198] Despite the victory, Sweden were knocked out of the competition in the group stage.[199] Although Sweden suffered a group stage elimination, Ibrahimović was named to the Team of the Tournament for his performances[image: External link].[200]
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 2014 World Cup qualifying




In October 2012, Ibrahimović scored Sweden's first goal as they came from 4–0 down to draw 4–4 in a 2014 World Cup qualifier[image: External link] against Germany in Berlin.[201] It was the first time in its history that the German national team had not won a match after leading by four goals.[202]

On 14 November 2012, he scored all four goals in a 4–2 win over England[image: External link] in the first ever match at the Friends Arena.[203][204] His fourth goal, a 35-yard overhead kick with his back to goal, won him praise from players and pundits, with the BBC describing it as a goal that "combined unfathomable imagination and expert technique".[205] It would win the 2013 FIFA Puskás Award[image: External link] for Goal of the Year.[12]

On 14 August 2013, Ibrahimović scored another international hat-trick at the Friends Arena, scoring Sweden's first three goals in a 4–2 friendly win against Scandinavian rivals Norway[image: External link].[206] Ibrahimović ended Sweden's qualifying campaign[image: External link] with eight goals, including two in a play-off[image: External link] defeat to Portugal[image: External link], as the team failed to reach the 2014 World Cup[image: External link].[207] Ibrahimović summarised the defeat by saying: "One thing is for sure, a World Cup without me is nothing to watch."[208]
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 Sweden's top scorer, Euro 2016 and retirement




On 4 September 2014, Ibrahimović scored his 50th international goal in a 2–0 friendly match victory over Estonia[image: External link], making him the Swedish national team's all-time leading goalscorer. Earlier in the same match, he equaled Sven Rydell[image: External link]'s record of 49 by scoring the opening goal.[209] On 8 September, he made his 100th appearance for Sweden in a Euro 2016 qualifier[image: External link] against Austria[image: External link] at the Ernst Happel Stadion[image: External link] in Vienna[image: External link].[210]

On 14 November 2015, Ibrahimović scored the winning goal for Sweden in a 2–1 victory in the home leg of the Euro 2016 qualifying play-off[image: External link] against rivals Denmark. Three days later, he scored both Sweden's goals of a 2–2 draw in Copenhagen to qualify the nation for the Euro 2016[image: External link] finals.[211] Ibrahimović scored 11 goals during the qualifying phase, making him its second-top goalscorer after Poland[image: External link]'s Robert Lewandowski.[212]

On 11 May 2016, Ibrahimović made the final 23-man squad for Sweden at Euro 2016. As captain, he played every minute of Sweden's three group matches[image: External link], but did not score any goals. He managed only one shot on target during the tournament.[213] Sweden finished in last place in their group and as a result were eliminated along with seven other teams in the group stage.[214] On 21 June 2016, Ibrahimović announced that he would retire from international football immediately after Sweden's last match at Euro 2016.[215]
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 Style of play







"Swedish style? No. Yugoslavian style? Of course not. It has to be Zlatan-style."





— Ibrahimović describes his unique playing style[216]


Ibrahimović has been described by ESPN as being "good in the air, quick, tall, strong and agile, he plays well with his back to goal and boasts some of the best finishing, vision, passing and ball control around."[8][217] A versatile and well-rounded footballer, from a tactical standpoint, Ibrahimović is capable of playing anywhere along the front line, due to his ability to both create and score goals for his team, although he is most often deployed as a striker[image: External link], due to his composure and eye for goal.[217][218][219] He has also functioned in a more creative playmaking role at times, as a supporting forward[image: External link] or even as a number 10[image: External link], in particular in his later career, after losing some of his pace and stamina with age; this deeper position allows him to drop into midfield to pick up the ball, where he can utilise his technical ability, vision, passing, and movement to create space and provide assists for teammates.[219][220][221][222][223][224][225][226]

While naturally right-footed, Ibrahimović is a powerful and accurate striker of the ball from both inside or outside the penalty area with either foot,[217][218][219][227][228][229] and is also known for his accuracy from penalties and dead ball situations.[229][230][231] An accurate finisher with his head as well as with his feet,[229][232] his height, elevation, and strength often give him an advantage at winning aerial challenges, and also allow him to function as a "target man[image: External link]";[222][233][234] despite his large stature, Ibrahimović is uncommonly agile for a player of his size,[235] and his athleticism and ability in the air have seen him score several goals from acrobatic strikes and volleys throughout his career, which earned him the monicker Ibracadabra in the Italian media.[8][218][227][236][237][238] In spite of his size and physique, Ibrahimović possesses excellent technique and ball control, which, coupled with his balance, power, and physicality, enables him to hold up the ball well with his back to goal, retain possession, and link up with other players;[8][219][221][222][235] he has also been praised by pundits for his creativity and dribbling[image: External link] skills.[217][218][219][239]

Due to his prolific goalscoring, consistency, and spectacular strikes,[217][219][240] Ibrahimović is regarded by many in the sport to be one of the best players in the world and one of the most complete strikers of his generation;[241] he has also drawn praise from managers and teammates for his leadership and longevity, as well as his fitness, professionalism, and dedication in training.[221][242] Although he has been criticised for his work-rate in big matches, in particular in his youth,[8] throughout his career he has scored in some of the biggest matches in football, including the Milan Derby[image: External link] in Italy, El Clásico[image: External link] in Spain, Le Classique in France, and the Manchester Derby[image: External link] and North-West Derby in England, as well as in UEFA Champions League and UEFA Euro Championship games, against some of the strongest opponents in football, also winning titles in several different countries;[229][243][244][245][246][247] he is the only player to have scored for six different clubs in the Champions League.[248] Known for his extroverted personality, despite his reputation as a footballer, he has been criticised, however, for his arrogance, aggression and rebellious character at times.[217][218][229][249] Ibrahimović has frequently been compared to Dutch legend Marco van Basten, due to their similar playing style and proclivity for scoring from powerful shots and volleys;[218] despite this comparison, Ibrahimović has stated that his main influence was his idol, former Brazilian superstar Ronaldo, whom he regards as the greatest player of all time.[250]
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 Controversies




Ibrahimović has been involved in several violent incidents with teammates, some of which have gone viral on the internet. After a 2004 international friendly against the Netherlands, Ajax teammate Rafael van der Vaart publicly accused Ibrahimović of deliberately injuring him during the game. Ibrahimović responded by threatening to break both of van der Vaart's legs.[251] Ibrahimović also punched Ajax teammate Mido[image: External link] in the dressing room after the latter had thrown a pair of scissors at him.[251]

During his spell at Barcelona, Ibrahimović had a falling-out with coach Pep Guardiola, culminating in a dressing room incident in which Ibrahimović threw a training-kit box across the room and screamed insults at Guardiola. Guardiola eventually refused to speak to Ibrahimović and loaned him out to Milan.[252] Barcelona vice president Carles Vilarrubi further revealed that Ibrahimović had threatened to publicly beat up Guardiola if he was not released to Milan.[253]

In 2010, Ibrahimović was involved in a training-ground fistfight with Milan teammate Oguchi Onyewu[image: External link], after Ibrahimović made a two-footed tackle on him, followed by a headbutt. They were separated and the session prematurely abandoned, with Ibrahimović having suffered a broken rib in the fracas. Both players had accused one of insulting the other.[251][254] In March 2011, Ibrahimović was given a three-match ban for punching Bari defender Marco Rossi in the stomach during a game.[255] He received another three-match ban in February 2012 for slapping Napoli player Salvatore Aronica.[256] In 2011, Ibrahimović kicked teammate Antonio Cassano[image: External link] in the face while Cassano was speaking to reporters,[257] and kicked Milan teammate Rodney Strasser during a training session.[258]

In November 2012 with PSG, he received a two-match ban for kicking AS Saint-Étienne[image: External link] goalkeeper Stéphane Ruffier in the chest.[259][260] In December 2012, Ibrahimović was accused by Lyon defender Dejan Lovren[image: External link] and president Jean-Michel Aulas of deliberately stamping on Lovren's head.[261] In February 2013, UEFA[image: External link] handed Ibrahimović a two-match ban for stamping on Valencia[image: External link] winger Andrés Guardado.[262][263] In March 2013, PSG winger Lucas claimed that Ibrahimović regularly insulted teammates, stating, "He always asks for the ball and insults a lot. He is sometimes a bit arrogant and complains."[264] Lucas later claimed, however, that the interview was twisted and badly translated.[265] In May 2013, Ibrahimović was filmed screaming at PSG sporting director Leonardo after the club's Ligue 1 title victory.[266]

Lyon coach Hubert Fournier accused Ibrahimović of abusing officials, stating in January 2015 that "all the referees in this league get insulted by this person".[267] Two months later, after a loss by PSG in a Ligue 1 match, Ibrahimović ranted, "In 15 years I've never seen a [good] referee in this shit country ... [they] don't even deserve PSG." He later apologised, but was criticised by French politicians,[268][269] and Ligue 1 imposed a four-match ban.[270]

Ibrahimović has additionally engaged in multiple incidents while with the national team. After Sweden's 1–0 victory over the Faroe Islands in October 2012, Faroes captain Fróði Benjaminsen[image: External link] accused Ibrahimović of foul play and insults, describing him as "arrogant", "childish", "ignorant", and a "dirty player".[271] In December 2015, French sports daily L'Équipe branded Ibrahimović and Cristiano Ronaldo the "most arrogant" footballers in the world.[272] Ibrahimović was additionally caught on camera kicking teammate Christian Wilhelmsson[image: External link] during training.[258][273] In 2013, he came under fire from the Sweden women's national team[image: External link] for an interview published on Christmas Day by tabloid Expressen, in which he had commented about the disparity of achievements by, and the treatment of, male and female footballers. His former teammate Anders Svensson had been rewarded with a car for becoming Sweden's most-capped player that year, but Therese Sjögran had received no such reward for doing likewise for the women's team, despite owning 41 more caps (187 to 146) than Svensson at the time.[274] Ibrahimović's response to the issue was that Sweden would be "devaluing" Svensson "by comparing him with the ladies' individual achievements. They can get a bike with my autograph on it and then we're good."[274] Coach Pia Sundhage[image: External link] replied that his comments were "sad and unfortunate" and epitomised "failings in the basic values of male football", while Sjögran said, "I understand him when he says that the men's national team brings in more money and exposure. That's true. But this is about respect."[274]

In April 2016, Mino Raiola announced that Ibrahimović would be suing Swedish trainer Ulf Karlsson over doping claims.[275] According to Expressen, Karlsson cited Ibrahimović's "unnatural" and "rapid weight gain" during his stint with Juventus.[276] Raiola said about the allegations, "The claims are just crazy – the facts are not there. All the clubs Zlatan has been at know he doesn't even take aspirin."[275]
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 Personal life




Ibrahimović has two siblings and three half-siblings. His longtime partner is Helena Seger with whom he has two sons: Maximilian (born 22 September 2006) and Vincent (born 6 March 2008). He currently resides outside Manchester[image: External link], although he still has a home in Malmö where he spends his summers. Ibrahimović received an honorary black belt in taekwondo; he attended classes at the Malmö Taekwondo club Enighet (English: Unity) as a child.[277] Ibrahimović is fluent in five languages; Swedish, Bosnian, English, Spanish and Italian.[278][279] He has stated that he is a Catholic.[280][281][282]

The name "Zlatan" was trademarked in May 2003 at the Swedish Patent and Registration Office for "most likely being perceived as Zlatan Ibrahimović", which meant that he received exclusive rights to the name for certain products, including sporting goods, clothing, and shoes.[283] Ibrahimović is under contract with Nike and features in their television advertising where he has appeared alongside other players in the Nike stable including Cristiano Ronaldo, Neymar and Wayne Rooney.[284] He wears the Nike Mercurial boot line and has the names and dates of birth of his sons embedded onto the external sides of his boots. In late 2007, Ibrahimović, with the help of Nike, self-funded Zlatan Court in the streets of the city district Rosengård in his hometown Malmö: he provided a playing mat, goalposts[image: External link], lighting and a modern fence.[285] In 2008, he donated new Nike kits to his youth club, FBK Balkan.[286]

In a February 2011 interview, Ibrahimović stated that the boxer Muhammad Ali[image: External link] is one of his role models, going on to say: "One of my idols in sport and outside the sport also [sic]...he believed in his [principles] and he never gave [them] up."[287] While in Malmö with the national team in September 2012, Ibrahimović was honoured with the inscription of his name on the city's "Walk of Fame of Sports".[288] The Swedish Post Office issued a set of five postage stamps featuring Ibrahimovic in March 2014.[289] Ibrahimović features in EA Sports' FIFA video game series, and was the fourth highest rated player in FIFA 15.[290]

On 11 August 2014, Ibrahimović paid US$51,000 to send the Swedish national football team for the intellectually disabled to the INAS World Football Championships[image: External link] in Brazil. After teammates Johan Elmander[image: External link], Kim Källström[image: External link], Andreas Isaksson and Per Nilsson donated autographed jerseys to be auctioned off for the cause, Ibrahimović responded, "What the hell are you going to do with a shirt? How much is it to go?".[291][292]

In a league match against Caen on 14 February 2015, Ibrahimović took off his shirt after scoring a goal to unveil the removable tattooed names of 50 people suffering from hunger around the world, in a gesture to raise awareness for famine in accordance with the United Nations World Food Programme.[293]

Independent Swedish film production company Auto Images released the sports documentary Becoming Zlatan in February 2016 which follows Ibrahimović through his formative years with Malmö FF and Ajax all the way to his breakthrough with Juventus in 2005. The film has been featured at several film festivals including the International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam[image: External link], Helsinki Documentary Film Festival and the Rouen Nordic Film Festival amongst others.[294]

He does not drink alcohol.[295]
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 Religious and social background




Ibrahimović was born to a Bosnian Muslim father, Šefik Ibrahimović, and a Croatian Catholic mother, Jurka Gravić; his parents were immigrants to Sweden from the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link], and met for the first time in Sweden. Ibrahimović's parents divorced when he was a child, and although his upbringing was divided between them, he spent more time with his father: 'I had time with my mother but I really lived with my father.'[296][297] He has said in an 2012 interview with PSG that: "My father is Muslim, my mother is Catholic, but none of that has anything to do with football. I received a special education. I'm me and football is a religion in its own right, and everyone is welcome..."[298] In an interview with CNN on 24 November 2015, he stressed that his Muslim background was "not a factor" in fans' perception of him: "For me, it didn't change (anything) because my father is Muslim and my mother is Catholic... For me it is all about respect. That's how I grew up and the way I learned to be. This is what I am."[299]

The Malmö-based television presenter Teddy Landén, who was interviewed for the same documentary, noted that Ibrahimović's choice of shirt name following his 2001 transfer to Ajax[image: External link]:

"You can see that just the fact that when he [emerged] in the professional [football] world [at Ajax], from Sweden, where he was only known [by the name] Zlatan – his first name – he changed so he would have Ibrahimović on his shirt, on his jersey, because he wanted to honour his background. Being from a Muslim background, being from a very very low key, very low status background, he really [wanted] to show all the kids from Rosengård [and] from Malmö in general: 'If I can do it, you can do it.'"[300]
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 Body art




His surname is tattooed in Arabic on the back of his right arm, the names of his sons Vincent and Maximilian on his right arm. He has the common Buddhist "Five Deva Faces Yantra" representing wind, water, fire, creative perception and space, arranged in a way believed to ward off illness and injury, on his lower back. Another Buddhist tattoo, a "Yant Prajao Khao Nirote" is a protective emblem intended to end the suffering of a family, is on his upper right arm. The phrase 'Only God can judge me' is tattooed on his rib cage, said to reflect the player's 'religious and rebellious' nature, taken from 2Pac. He also has a feather, a Koi fish, Polynesian tribal, and ace of hearts and clubs.[301]
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As of match played 20 April 2017[302][8]






	Appearances and goals by club, season and competition



	Club
	Season
	League
	National Cup
	League Cup
	Continental1
	Other2
	Total



	Division
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals



	Malmö FF[image: External link]
	1999
	Allsvenskan[image: External link]
	6
	1
	—
	—
	—
	—
	6
	1



	2000[image: External link]
	Superettan[image: External link]
	26
	12
	3
	2
	—
	—
	—
	29
	14



	2001[image: External link]
	Allsvenskan
	8
	3
	4
	0
	—
	—
	—
	12
	3



	Total
	40
	16
	7
	2
	—
	—
	—
	47
	18



	Ajax[image: External link]
	2001–02
	Eredivisie
	24
	6
	3
	1
	—
	6
	2
	—
	33
	9



	2002–03
	Eredivisie
	25
	13
	3
	3
	—
	13
	5
	1
	0
	42
	21



	2003–04
	Eredivisie
	22
	13
	1
	0
	—
	8
	2
	—
	31
	15



	2004–05[image: External link]
	Eredivisie
	3
	3
	—
	—
	—
	1
	0
	4
	3



	Total
	74
	35
	7
	4
	—
	27
	9
	2
	0
	110
	48



	Juventus[image: External link]
	2004–05[image: External link]
	Serie A
	35
	16
	0
	0
	—
	10
	0
	—
	45
	16



	2005–06[image: External link]
	Serie A
	35
	7
	2
	0
	—
	9
	3
	1
	0
	47
	10



	Total
	70
	23
	2
	0
	—
	19
	3
	1
	0
	92
	26



	Internazionale[image: External link]
	2006–07
	Serie A
	27
	15
	1
	0
	—
	7
	0
	1
	0
	36
	15



	2007–08[image: External link]
	Serie A
	26
	17
	0
	0
	—
	7
	5
	1
	0
	34
	22



	2008–09[image: External link]
	Serie A
	35
	25
	3
	3
	—
	8
	1
	1
	0
	47
	29



	Total
	88
	57
	4
	3
	—
	22
	6
	3
	0
	117
	66



	Barcelona
	2009–10[image: External link]
	La Liga
	29
	16
	2
	1
	—
	10
	4
	4
	0
	45
	21



	2010–11[image: External link]
	La Liga
	—
	—
	—
	—
	1
	1
	1
	1



	Total
	29
	16
	2
	1
	—
	10
	4
	5
	1
	46
	22



	Milan[image: External link]
	2010–11[image: External link]
	Serie A
	29
	14
	4
	3
	—
	8
	4
	—
	41
	21



	2011–12[image: External link]
	Serie A
	32
	28
	3
	1
	—
	8
	5
	1
	1
	44
	35



	Total
	61
	42
	7
	4
	—
	16
	9
	1
	1
	85
	56



	Paris Saint-Germain
	2012–13[image: External link]
	Ligue 1
	34
	30
	2
	2
	1
	0
	9
	3
	—
	46
	35



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Ligue 1
	33
	26
	2
	3
	2
	2
	8
	10
	1
	0
	46
	41



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Ligue 1
	24
	19
	3
	4
	3
	3
	6
	2
	1
	2
	37
	30



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Ligue 1
	31
	38
	6
	7
	3
	0
	10
	5
	1
	0
	51
	50



	Total
	122
	113
	13
	16
	9
	5
	33
	20
	3
	2
	180
	156



	Manchester United[image: External link]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	Premier League[image: External link]
	28
	17
	1
	1
	5
	4
	11
	5
	1
	1
	46
	28



	Career total
	512
	319
	43
	31
	14
	9
	138
	56
	16
	5
	723
	420




1 Includes UEFA Champions League and UEFA Cup / Europa League matches.

2 Includes Johan Cruyff Shield[image: External link], Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link], Supercopa de España, Trophée des Champions[image: External link], FA Community Shield, UEFA Super Cup and FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] matches.
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 International




Source:[303]



	Appearances and goals by national team and year



	National team
	Year
	Apps
	Goals



	Sweden[image: External link]



	2001
	5
	1



	2002
	10
	2



	2003
	4
	3



	2004
	12
	8



	2005
	5
	4



	2006
	6
	0



	2007
	7
	0



	2008
	7
	2



	2009
	6
	2



	2010
	4
	3



	2011
	11
	3



	2012
	8
	11



	2013
	11
	9



	2014
	5
	3



	2015
	10
	11



	2016
	5
	0



	Total
	116
	62
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	Ajax[304]





	
Eredivisie: 2001–02, 2003–04[image: External link]


	
KNVB Cup[image: External link]: 2001–02


	
Johan Cruyff Shield[image: External link]: 2002





	Juventus[304]





	
Serie A: 2004–05, 2005–06 (both revoked due to the Calciopoli scandal)




	Internazionale[304]





	
Serie A: 2006–07, 2007–08, 2008–09


	
Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link]: 2006, 2008





	Barcelona[304]





	
La Liga: 2009–10[image: External link]


	
Supercopa de España: 2009, 2010


	
UEFA Super Cup: 2009[image: External link]


	
FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]: 2009[image: External link]





	Milan[304]





	
Serie A: 2010–11[image: External link]


	
Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link]: 2011





	Paris Saint-Germain[304]





	
Ligue 1: 2012–13[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]


	
Coupe de France: 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]


	
Coupe de la Ligue: 2013–14, 2014–15, 2015–16


	
Trophée des Champions[image: External link]: 2013, 2014, 2015





	Manchester United[304]





	
EFL Cup: 2016–17


	
FA Community Shield: 2016
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 Individual





	
Swedish Football Personality of the Year: 2002[305]


	
Eurosport Goal Of The Year[image: External link]: 2004 vs NAC Breda[306]


	
UEFA Euro 2004[image: External link] Man of the Match: Italy vs Sweden[image: External link][179]


	
Serie A Most Loved Player[image: External link]: 2005[307]


	
Jerringpriset: 2007[308]


	
Serie A Goal of the Year[image: External link]: 2008 vs Bologna[307]


	
UEFA Euro 2008[image: External link] Man of the Match: Greece vs Sweden[image: External link][187]


	
Ballon d'or[image: External link]: 2005 (8th place),[309] 2007 (7th place),[310] 2008 (9th place),[311] 2009 (7th place)[312]


	
Serie A Foreign Footballer of the Year[image: External link] (3): 2005, 2008, 2009[307]


	
Serie A Footballer of the Year (3): 2008, 2009, 2011[313]


	
2011 Supercoppa Italiana: Man of the Match[314]


	
Serie A Team of the Year (2): 2010–11[image: External link],[315] 2011–12[image: External link][316]


	
Golden Foot: 2012[317]


	
Serie A Top Scorer[image: External link] (2): 2009[image: External link],[50] 2012[image: External link][318]


	
UEFA Euro 2012[image: External link] Man of the Match: Sweden vs France[image: External link][198]


	
UEFA Euro Team of the Tournament[image: External link]: 2012[image: External link][200]


	
UEFA Champions League Most assists: 2012–13[image: External link][105]


	
FIFA Ballon D'or[image: External link]: 2012 (10th place), 2013 (4th place)[319]


	
FIFA FIFPro World XI[image: External link]: 2013[320]


	
FIFA Puskás Award[image: External link]: 2013[image: External link][321]


	
Swedish Goal of the Year (2): 2012, 2013[305]


	
UEFA Best Player in Europe Award[image: External link]: 2011 (8th place),[322] 2013 (9th place)[323]


	
UEFA Team of the Year[image: External link] (4): 2007[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link][324]


	
ESM Team of the Year[image: External link] (4): 2006–07[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link][325]


	
UEFA Champions League Team of the Season[image: External link]: 2013–14[image: External link][326]


	
2014 Trophée des Champions: Man of the Match[327]


	
Ligue 1 Goal of the Year[image: External link]: 2014 vs Bastia[328]


	
2015 Coupe de la Ligue Final: Man of the Match[327]


	
Swedish Male Athlete of the Year[image: External link] (4): 2008,[329] 2010,[330] 2013,[331] 2015[332]


	
UEFA Ultimate Team of the Year[image: External link] (substitute; published 2015)[324]


	
UNFP Player of the Month (6): September 2012, January 2014, February 2014, March 2014, November 2015, December 2015[333]


	
Ligue 1 Player of the Year[image: External link] (3): 2012–13[image: External link],[327] 2013–14[image: External link],[334] 2015–16[image: External link][327]


	
Ligue 1 Team of the Year[image: External link] (4): 2012–13[image: External link],[335] 2013–14[image: External link],[334] 2014–15[image: External link],[336] 2015–16[image: External link][337]


	
Ligue 1 Top Goalscorer (3): 2012–13[image: External link],[327] 2013–14[image: External link],[327] 2015–16[image: External link][338]


	
Guldbollen[image: External link] (11): 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016[339]


	
Eurosport European Player of the Month[image: External link]: August 2016[340]


	
PFA Fans' Premier League Player of the Month: December 2016[341]


	
Premier League Player of the Month[image: External link]: December 2016[342]


	
Alan Hardaker Trophy: 2017[343]


	
Swedish Forward of the Year (11): 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016[305]


	A.C. Milan Hall of Fame[344]
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	The only player to score in the UEFA Champions League with six different teams: Ajax[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link], Internazionale[image: External link], Barcelona, Milan[image: External link], Paris Saint-Germain[345]


	The only player to have won 13 championships in four different leagues: Eredivisie, Serie A, La Liga, Ligue 1[346]


	One of the two players, along with Cristiano Ronaldo, to have scored a goal in every minute of a football match during their careers[347]


	One of the two players, along with Ronaldinho, to have scored at least a goal in Derby della Madonnina[image: External link] in Italy, El Clásico[image: External link] in Spain and Le Classique in France

	The only foreign player to have won Capocannoniere[image: External link] with two different teams, in addition to two teams from the same city: Internazionale (2008–09) and Milan ( 2011–12[image: External link])[348]


	The only player to have scored at least a goal in De Klassieker[image: External link] in Netherlands, Derby della Madonnina[image: External link] and Derby d'Italia[image: External link] in Italy, El Clásico[image: External link] and Derbi barceloní in Spain, Le Classique in France, Manchester Derby[image: External link] and North-West Derby in England[349]
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 Sweden





	All-time top goalscorer for Sweden[350]


	Most Guldbollen[image: External link]: 11[7]


	Most consecutive Guldbollen[image: External link]: 10 (2007–2016)[7]


	Sweden's top goalscorer in UEFA European Championship[image: External link]: 6 goals

	Sweden's only player to score in three consecutive UEFA European Championship tournaments: 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2012[image: External link][351]
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 Barcelona





	The only player to score in his first five league matches[65]
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 Paris Saint-Germain





	Top goalscorer in official competitions[134]


	Top goalscorer in Ligue 1[136]


	Only Paris Saint-Germain player to be top goalscorer in three Ligue 1 seasons (2012–13, 2013–14, 2015–16)[134]


	Most Ligue 1 goals in a season: 38 in 2015–16 season[image: External link][352][353]


	Fastest Ligue 1 hat-trick: 9 minutes, (vs. Troyes, 13 March 2016)[354]


	Longest goalscoring run in Ligue 1: 9 matches in 2015–16 season (shared with Vahid Halilhodžić[image: External link])[134]


	Most goals scored in a single season: 50[image: External link] in 2015–16 season[image: External link]


	Paris Saint-Germain record goalscorer in UEFA[image: External link] competitions: 20 goals[image: External link]
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 Manchester United





	The second player (after Ian Storey-Moore in 1971–1972 season[image: External link][A]) to score in his first three league matches[355]





	The second player (after Javier Hernández in 2010–2011 season[image: External link]) to score in the Premier League, FA Cup[image: External link], League Cup, Europe competition and Community Shield in a single season (2016–2017 season[image: External link])[355]





	The fourth player to reach 15 goals in the fastest number of matches (23 matches, behind only Ruud van Nistelrooy (19 matches), Dwight Yorke[image: External link] (20 matches) and Robin van Persie (21 matches)[355]





	Note





	
^ But was the first Man.Utd player in the Premier League format.
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	The player who scored the 25,000th Premier League[image: External link] goal[356]


	The third player to have scored 14 goals in the first 20 Premier League games (shared with Alan Shearer[image: External link] and Sergio Agüero)[357]


	The oldest player to reach 15 goals in a single season (2016–2017 season[image: External link] at 35 years and 125 days)[358]
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 Singles






	Year
	Album
	Peak positions



	
SWE





	2014
	"Du gamla, Du fria"

(Zlatan featuring Day)

(Produced by Max Martin[image: External link])[359]

	13
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Ibrahimović is a surname. Notable people with the name include:
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Zlatan Ibrahimović (born 1981), Swedish professional footballer
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Malmö





For other uses, see Malmö (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Malmö ( IPA[image: External link] /'maelme /[image: External link]; Swedish pronunciation:  [²malːmøː][image: External link] ( listen[image: External link]); Danish[image: External link]: Malmø) is the capital and largest city of the Swedish county[image: External link] of Scania[image: External link]. Malmö is the third largest city[image: External link] in Sweden, after Stockholm[image: External link] and Gothenburg[image: External link], and the 5th biggest city in Scandinavia[image: External link], with a population of above 300,000.[5] The Malmö Metropolitan Region[image: External link] is home to 700,000 people,[6] and the Øresund Region[image: External link], which includes Malmö, is home to 3.9 million people.[7]

Malmö was one of the earliest and most industrialized[image: External link] towns of Scandinavia, but it struggled with the adaptation to post-industrialism[image: External link]. Since the construction of the Øresund Bridge[image: External link], Malmö has undergone a major transformation with architectural developments, and it has attracted new biotech[image: External link] and IT companies, and particularly students through Malmö University[image: External link], founded in 1998. The city contains many historic buildings and parks, and is also a commercial centre for the western part of Scania[image: External link].
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 History




The earliest written mention of Malmö as a city dates from 1275.[8] It is thought to have been founded a couple of decades earlier,[8] as a fortified quay[image: External link] or ferry[image: External link] berth of the Archbishop[image: External link] of Lund[image: External link],[9] some 20 kilometres (12 miles) to the north-east. Malmö was for centuries Denmark's second-biggest city. Its original name was Malmhaug (with alternate spellings), meaning "Gravel pile" or "Ore Hill".

In the 15th century, Malmö became one of Denmark's largest and most frequented cities, reaching a population of approximately 5,000 inhabitants. It became the most important city around the Øresund[image: External link], with the German Hanseatic League[image: External link] frequenting it as a marketplace[image: External link], and was notable for its flourishing herring[image: External link] fishery. In 1437, King Eric of Pomerania[image: External link] (King of Denmark from 1396–1439) granted the city's arms: argent[image: External link] with a griffin[image: External link] gules[image: External link], based on Eric's arms from Pomerania[image: External link]. The griffin's head as a symbol of Malmö extended to the entire province of Scania[image: External link] from 1660.

In 1434, a new citadel[image: External link] was constructed at the beach south of the town. This fortress[image: External link], known today as Malmöhus[image: External link], did not take its current form until the mid-16th century. Several other fortifications were constructed, making Malmö Sweden's most fortified city, but only Malmöhus remains.

Lutheran[image: External link] teachings spread during the 16th century Protestant Reformation[image: External link], and Malmö became one of the first cities in Scandinavia to fully convert (1527–1529) to this Protestant denomination.

In the 17th century, Malmö and the Scanian region ( Skåneland[image: External link]) came under control of Sweden following the Treaty of Roskilde[image: External link] with Denmark, signed in 1658. Fighting continued, however; in June 1677, 14,000 Danish troops laid siege to Malmö for a month, but were unable to defeat the Swedish troops holding it.

By the dawn of the 18th century, Malmö had about 2,300 inhabitants. However, due to the wars of Charles XII of Sweden[image: External link] (reigned 1697–1718) and to bubonic plague[image: External link] epidemics, the population dropped to 1,500 by 1727. The population did not grow much until the modern harbour was constructed in 1775. The city started to expand and the population in 1800 was 4,000. 15 years later, it had increased to 6,000.[10]

In 1840, Frans Henrik Kockum founded the workshop from which the Kockums[image: External link] shipyard eventually developed as one of the largest shipyards in the world. Between 1856 and 1864 the Southern Main Line[image: External link] was built and enabled Malmö to become a center of manufacture, with major textile and mechanical industries. In 1870, Malmö overtook Norrköping[image: External link] to become Sweden's third-most populous city, and by 1900 Malmö had strengthened this position with 60,000 inhabitants. Malmö continued to grow through the first half of the 20th century. The population had swiftly increased to 100,000 by 1915 and to 200,000 by 1952.
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 1970s and later




By 1971, Malmö reached 265,000 inhabitants, but this was the peak which would stand for more than 30 years.[citation needed[image: External link]]

By the mid-1970s Sweden experienced a recession[image: External link] that hit the industrial sector especially hard; shipyards and manufacturing industries suffered, which led to high unemployment in many cities of Scania[image: External link]. Kockums shipyard had become a symbol of Malmö as its largest employer and, when shipbuilding ceased in 1986, confidence in the future of Malmö plummeted among politicians and the public. In addition, many middle-class families moved into one-family houses in surrounding municipalities such as Vellinge Municipality[image: External link], Lomma Municipality[image: External link] and Staffanstorp Municipality[image: External link], which profiled themselves as the suburbs of the upper-middle class. By 1985, Malmö had lost 35,000 inhabitants and was down to 229,000.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Swedish financial crises of the early 1990s exacerbated Malmö's decline as an industrial city; between 1990 and 1995 Malmö lost about 27,000 jobs and its economy was seriously strained. However, from 1994 under the leadership of the then mayor Ilmar Reepalu[image: External link], the city of Malmö started to create a new economy as a centre of culture and knowledge. Malmö reached bottom in 1995, but that same year marked the commencement of the massive Øresund Bridge[image: External link] road, railway and tunnel project, connecting it to Copenhagen and to the rail lines of Europe. The new Malmö University[image: External link] opened in 1998 on Kockums' former dockside. Further redevelopment of the now disused south-western harbour followed; a city architecture exposition ( Bo01[image: External link]) was held in the area in 2001, and its buildings and villas form the core of a new city district. Designed with attractive waterfront vistas, it was intended to be and has been successful in attracting the urban middle-class.

Since 1974, the Kockums Crane[image: External link] had been a landmark in Malmö and a symbol of the city's manufacturing industry, but in 2002 it was disassembled and moved to South Korea. In 2005, Malmö got a new landmark with completion of Turning Torso[image: External link], the tallest skyscraper in Scandinavia. Although the transformation from a city with its economic base in manufacturing has returned growth to Malmö, the new types of jobs have largely benefited the middle and upper classes. While the inner city becomes gentrified[image: External link] and the upper-middle class have settled the Western Harbour, little has changed for the inhabitants of the districts of the Million Programme[image: External link]; Malmö remains a city of sharp social divides and high unemployment.
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 Geography




Malmö is located at 13°00' east[image: External link] and 55°35' north. It is located near the southwestern tip of Sweden, in the Scania[image: External link] province.

Malmö is part of the transnational Øresund Region[image: External link] and since 2000, the Øresund Bridge crosses the Øresund[image: External link] to Copenhagen, Denmark[image: External link]. The bridge opened 1 July 2000, and measures 8 kilometres (5 miles) (the whole link totalling 16 km), with pylons reaching 204.5 metres (670.9 feet) vertically. Apart from the Helsingborg[image: External link]- Helsingør[image: External link] ferry links further north, most ferry connections have been discontinued.
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 Climate




Malmö, like the rest of southern Sweden, has an oceanic climate[image: External link]. Despite its northern location, the climate is surprisingly mild compared to other locations in similar latitudes, or even somewhat farther south, mainly because of the Gulf Stream[image: External link]. Because of its northern latitude, daylight extends 17 hours in midsummer, to only around 7 hours in midwinter. The actual sunshine is measured at 1,700 hours per annum in Falsterbo[image: External link] a bit further south and 1,592 hours per annum in Lund[image: External link] somewhat north, according to the 1961–1990 averages. For 2002–2014, the sunshine is measured at 1,895 hours per annum in Falsterbo[image: External link] and 1,803 hours per annum in Lund[image: External link]. The sunshine data in the weather box is based on the 2002–2014 data for Falsterbo[image: External link] which most closely resemble those for Malmö.[11]

Summers are mild with average high temperatures of 20 to 23 °C (68 to 73 °F) and lows of around 11 to 13 °C (52 to 55 °F). Heat waves during the summer arise occasionally. Winters are fairly cold and windy, with temperatures steady between −3 to 4 °C (27 to 39 °F), but it rarely drops below −10 °C (14 °F). Scania's summers are in general made warmer due to its proximity to the Atlantic, with Denmark in between, which reduces continental effects with large temperature differences between seasons.

Rainfall is light to moderate throughout the year with 169 wet days. Snowfall occurs mainly in December through March, but snow covers do not remain for a long time,[citation needed[image: External link]] and some winters are virtually free of snow.



	Climate data for Malmö, 2002–2015; extremes since 1901, precipitation 1961–1990



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	10.6

(51.1)
	12.5

(54.5)
	19.5

(67.1)
	26.2

(79.2)
	29.6

(85.3)
	34.0

(93.2)
	33.2

(91.8)
	33.6

(92.5)
	28.0

(82.4)
	22.8

(73)
	16.5

(61.7)
	11.9

(53.4)
	34.0

(93.2)



	Average high °C (°F)
	2.8

(37)
	2.9

(37.2)
	6.8

(44.2)
	12.6

(54.7)
	17.0

(62.6)
	20.1

(68.2)
	23.1

(73.6)
	22.3

(72.1)
	18.4

(65.1)
	12.5

(54.5)
	8.0

(46.4)
	4.5

(40.1)
	12.5

(54.5)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	0.7

(33.3)
	0.7

(33.3)
	3.4

(38.1)
	7.9

(46.2)
	12.3

(54.1)
	15.5

(59.9)
	18.4

(65.1)
	18.0

(64.4)
	14.5

(58.1)
	9.3

(48.7)
	5.9

(42.6)
	2.4

(36.3)
	9.0

(48.2)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−1.4

(29.5)
	−1.5

(29.3)
	0.0

(32)
	3.2

(37.8)
	7.5

(45.5)
	10.8

(51.4)
	13.7

(56.7)
	13.6

(56.5)
	10.5

(50.9)
	6.1

(43)
	3.8

(38.8)
	0.4

(32.7)
	5.5

(41.9)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−28.0

(−18.4)
	−23.1

(−9.6)
	−23.3

(−9.9)
	−12.1

(10.2)
	−4.5

(23.9)
	−0.1

(31.8)
	2.5

(36.5)
	3.0

(37.4)
	−4.0

(24.8)
	−8.5

(16.7)
	−15.0

(5)
	−22.2

(−8)
	−28.0

(−18.4)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	48.5

(1.909)
	29.8

(1.173)
	40.1

(1.579)
	37.6

(1.48)
	40.6

(1.598)
	51.5

(2.028)
	61.2

(2.409)
	57.6

(2.268)
	58.7

(2.311)
	57.1

(2.248)
	61.4

(2.417)
	58.1

(2.287)
	602.3

(23.713)



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	43
	61
	151
	219
	264
	268
	270
	231
	189
	121
	50
	28
	1,895



	Source #1: SMHI Average Precipitation 1961–1990[12]



	Source #2: SMHI Average Data 2002–2015[13]
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 Transport




Oresund Line[image: External link] trains cross Øresund Bridge every 20 minutes connecting Malmö to Copenhagen, and the Copenhagen Airport[image: External link]. The trip takes around 20 minutes. Also some of the X 2000[image: External link] and Intercity trains[image: External link] to Stockholm[image: External link], Gothenburg[image: External link], and Kalmar[image: External link] cross the bridge, stopping at Copenhagen Airport. In March 2005, excavation began on a new railway connection called the City Tunnel[image: External link], which opened for traffic on 4 December 2010. The tunnel runs south from Malmö Central Station through an underground station at the Triangeln railway station[image: External link] to Hyllievång[image: External link] (Hyllie Meadow). Then, the line comes to the surface to enter Hyllie Station[image: External link], also created as part of the tunnel project. From Hyllie Station, the line connects to the existing Øresund line in either direction, with the Øresund Bridge lying due West.

Besides the Copenhagen Airport, Malmö has an airport of its own, Malmö Airport[image: External link], today chiefly used for domestic Swedish destinations, charter flights[image: External link] and low-cost carriers[image: External link].

The motorway[image: External link] system has been incorporated with the Øresund Bridge; the European route E20[image: External link] goes over the bridge and then, together with the European route E6[image: External link] follows the Swedish west coast from Malmö– Helsingborg[image: External link] to Gothenburg. E6 goes further north along the west coast and through Norway[image: External link] to the Norwegian town Kirkenes[image: External link] at Barents Sea[image: External link]. The European route to Jönköping[image: External link]– Stockholm[image: External link] ( E4[image: External link]) starts at Helsingborg. Main roads in direction of Växjö[image: External link]– Kalmar[image: External link], Kristianstad[image: External link]– Karlskrona[image: External link], Ystad[image: External link] ( E65[image: External link]), and Trelleborg[image: External link] start as freeways[image: External link].

Malmö has 410 kilometres (250 mi) of bike paths and approximately 40% of all commuting is done by bicycle.

Malmö has two industrial harbours; one is still in active use and is the largest Nordic port for car importation.[14] It also has two marinas: the publicly owned Limhamn Marina (55°35′N 12°55′E[image: External link]) and the private Lagunen (55°35′N 12°56′E[image: External link]), both offering a limited number of guest docks.

The public transport has been served by a tram network[image: External link] from 1887 till 1973. Afterwards it was replaced by a bus network.
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 Municipality




Main article: Malmö Municipality[image: External link]


Malmö Municipality is an administrative unit defined by geographical borders, consisting of the City of Malmö[15] and its immediate surroundings.

Malmö (Malmö tätort) consists of the urban part of the municipality together with the small town of Arlöv[image: External link] in the Burlöv Municipality[image: External link]. Both municipalities also include smaller urban areas[image: External link] and rural areas, such as the suburbs of Oxie[image: External link] and Åkarp[image: External link]. Malmö tätort is to be distinguished from Malmö stad (the city of Malmö), which is a semi-official name of Malmö Municipality[image: External link].

The leaders in Malmö created a commission for a socially sustainable Malmö in November 2010. The commission's was tasked with providing evidence-based strategies for reducing health inequalities and improve living conditions for all citizens of Malmö, especially for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged and issued its final report in December 2013.[16][non-primary source needed[image: External link]]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1950
	198,856
	—    



	1960
	234,453
	+17.9%



	1970
	265,505
	+13.2%



	1980
	233,803
	−11.9%



	1990
	233,887
	+0.0%



	2000
	259,579
	+11.0%



	2010
	298,963
	+15.2%



	2015
	320,147
	+7.1%



	
[17][18]





Malmö is a young city, with almost half of the population under the age of 35 (48%).[19]

After 1971, Malmö had 265,000 inhabitants, but the population then dropped to 229,000 by 1985.[20] The total population of the urban area was 280,415 in December 2010. It then began to rise again, and had passed the previous record by the 1 January 2003 census, when it had 265,481 inhabitants.[21] On 27 April 2011, the population of Malmö reached the 300,000 mark.[22]

Circa 43% of the population have a foreign background (135,509 residents); 31% was born abroad (99,788) and another 11% was Swedish-born (35,721), with foreign-born parents.[23] The Middle East, Horn of Africa, former Yugoslavia and Denmark are the main sources of immigration.[24][25]

As of 2015, Malmö had the fourth-highest proportion of foreign-born residents of any municipality in Sweden.[26] In addition to these figures, 14% of the population are foreign nationals.[27]

In 2011, the 10 largest groups of immigrants[image: External link] were born in Iraq[image: External link] (9,940), Denmark[image: External link] (8,972), Serbia[image: External link] (8,426), Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] (5,969), Lebanon[image: External link] (3,780), Iran[image: External link] (3,375), Poland[image: External link] (3,053), Turkey[image: External link] (2,110), Hungary[image: External link] (2,038) and Romania[image: External link] (2,014).[28] The 5 largest groups in 2014 were:[23][29]


	
Iraq[image: External link] (11,003)

	
Serbia[image: External link] (8,179)

	
Denmark[image: External link] (7,916)

	
Poland[image: External link] (7,103)

	
Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] (6,223)



In 2011, 174 countries and about 150 languages were represented in Malmö.[30]

Greater Malmö[image: External link] is one of Sweden's three officially recognized Metropolitan areas (storstadsområden) and since 2005 is defined as the municipality of Malmö and 11 other municipalities in the southwestern corner of Scania.[31] On 31 March 2012, its population was recorded as 664,428.[4][32] The region covers an area of 2,522 square kilometres (974 sq mi).[1] The municipalities included, apart from Malmö, are Burlöv[image: External link], Eslöv[image: External link], Höör[image: External link], Kävlinge[image: External link], Lomma[image: External link], Lund[image: External link], Skurup[image: External link], Staffanstorp[image: External link], Svedala[image: External link], Trelleborg[image: External link] and Vellinge[image: External link]. Together with Lund, Malmö is the region's economic and education hub.
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 Economy




The economy of Malmö was traditionally based on shipbuilding ( Kockums[image: External link]) and construction related industries, such as concrete factories. The region's leading university, along with its associated hi-tech and pharmaceutical industries, is located in Lund[image: External link] about 16 kilometres (10 miles) to the north-east. As a result, Malmö had a troubled economic situation following the mid-1970s. Between 1990–1995, 27,000 jobs were lost, and the budget deficit was more than one billion Swedish krona. In 1995, Malmö had Sweden's highest unemployment rate.[citation needed[image: External link]]

However, during the last few years there has been a revival. The main contributing factor has been the economic integration with Denmark[image: External link] brought about by the Øresund Bridge. Almost 10% of the population[citation needed[image: External link]] of Malmö works in Copenhagen. Also the university founded in 1998 and the effects of integration into the European Union[image: External link] have contributed.

In 2004, the rate of wage-earners was 63%, compared to 74% in Stockholm[image: External link] and 71% in Gothenburg[image: External link].[33] This in turn led to Malmö municipality in 2007 having the 9th lowest median income in Sweden.[34]

As of 2005, the largest companies were:[35]


	
Skanska[image: External link] – heavy construction: 3,025 employees

	ISS Facility Service AB – hospital service, cleaning, etc.: 1,725 employees

	
E.ON Sverige[image: External link] – electricity: 1,025 employees

	
Sydsvenskan – newspaper: 1,025 employees

	
Pågen[image: External link] – bakery: 975 employees

	
Seavus[image: External link] – software developer: 515 employees



Almost 30 companies have moved their headquarters to Malmö during the last seven years, generating around 2,300 jobs.[36]

The number of start-up companies is high in Malmö. Around 7 new companies are started every day in Malmö. In 2010, the renewal of the number of companies amounted to 13.9%, which exceeds both Stockholm and Gothenburg. Among the industries that continue to increase their share of companies in Malmö are transport, financial and business services, entertainment, leisure and construction.[37]
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 Education




Malmö has the country's eighth largest school of higher education, Malmö University[image: External link], established in 1998. It has 1,500 employees and 24,000 students (2011).

In addition nearby Lund University[image: External link] (established in 1666) has some education located in Malmö:


	Malmö Art Academy (Konsthögskolan i Malmö)

	
Malmö Academy of Music[image: External link] (Musikhögskolan i Malmö)

	
Malmö Theatre Academy[image: External link] (Teaterhögskolan i Malmö)

	The Faculty of Medicine, which is located in both Malmö and Lund[image: External link].



The United Nations[image: External link] World Maritime University[image: External link] is also located in Malmö. The World Maritime University (WMU)[38] operates under the auspices of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), a specialized agency of the United Nations. WMU thus enjoys the status, privileges and immunities of a UN institution in Sweden.

Secondary education schools in Malmö are ranked at place 248 out of the 290 councils in Sweden.[39]
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 Culture
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 Film and television




A striking depiction of Malmö (in the 1930s) was made by Bo Widerberg[image: External link] in his debut film Kvarteret Korpen[image: External link] (Raven's End) (1963), largely shot in the shabby Korpen working-class district in Malmö. With humour and tenderness it depicts the tensions between classes and generations. The movie was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link] in 1965. The 2005 documentary "Utan gränser – en film om idrott och integration" (Without Borders – A Film About Sports and Integration) was filmed by journalist Paul Jackson for the sports club IFK Malmö and was described by Swedish newspaper Aftonbladet[image: External link] as "a documentary on how to succeed with integration" of migrants into Swedish society.[40] The film featured Malmö native Osama Krayem[image: External link], who would later be one of the perpetrators of the 2016 Brussels bombings[image: External link].

The cities of Malmö and Copenhagen are, with the Öresund Bridge, the main locations in the television series The Bridge (Bron/Broen)[image: External link].[41]
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 Theatre




In 1944, Malmö Stadsteater (Malmö Municipal Theatre) with a repertoire comprising stage theatre, opera, musical, ballet, musical recitals and experimental theatre. In 1993 it was split into three units, Dramatiska Teater (Dramatical Theatre), Malmö Musikteater (Music Theatre) and Skånes Dansteater (Scanian Dance Theatre) and the name was abandoned. The ownership of the last two where transferred to Region Skåne[image: External link] in 2006 Dramatiska Teatern regained its old name. In the 1950s Ingmar Bergman[image: External link] was the Director and Chief Stage Director of Malmö Stadsteater and many of his actors, like Max von Sydow[image: External link] and Ingrid Thulin[image: External link] became known through his films. Later stage directors include Staffan Valdemar Holm[image: External link] and Göran Stangertz[image: External link].[42] Malmö Musikteater were renamed Malmö Operan[image: External link] and plays operas and musicals, classics as newly composed, on one of Scandinavia's large opera scenes with 1,511 seats.[43] Skånes dansteater is active and plays contemporary dance repertory and present works by Swedish and international choreographers in their house in Malmö harbour.[44]

Since the 1970s the city has also been home to independent theatre groups and show/musical companies. It also hosts a rock/dance/dub culture; in the 1960s The Rolling Stones[image: External link] played the Klubb Bongo, and in recent years stars like Morrissey[image: External link], Nick Cave[image: External link], B.B. King[image: External link] and Pat Metheny[image: External link] have made repeated visits.

The Cardigans[image: External link] debuted in Malmö and recorded their albums there. On 7 January 2009 CNN Travel broadcast a segment called "MyCity_MyLife" featuring Nina Persson[image: External link] taking the camera to some of the sites in Malmö that she enjoys.

The Rooseum[image: External link] Centre for Contemporary Art, founded in 1988 by the Swedish art collector and financier Fredrik Roos and housed in a former power station which had been built in 1900, was one of the foremost centres for contemporary art[image: External link] in Europe during the 1980s and 1990s. By 2006, most of the collection had been sold off and the museum was on a time-out; by 2010 Rooseum had been dismantled and a subsidiary of the national Museum of Modern Art inaugurated in its place.
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 Museums




In December 2009, Moderna Museet Malmö[image: External link] was opened in the old Rooseum[image: External link] building. It is a part of the Moderna Museet[image: External link], with independent exhibitions of modern and contemporary art. The collection of Moderna Museet holds key pieces of, among others, Marcel Duchamp[image: External link], Louise Bourgeois[image: External link], Pablo Picasso[image: External link], Niki de Saint Phalle[image: External link], Salvador Dalí[image: External link], Carolee Schneemann[image: External link], Henri Matisse[image: External link] and Robert Rauschenberg[image: External link][45][46]

The Malmö Konsthall[image: External link] is one of the largest exhibition halls in Europe for contemporary art, opened in 1975.[47]
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 Architecture




Malmö's oldest building is Sankt Petri Church[image: External link]. It was built in the early 14th century in Baltic Brick Gothic probably after St Mary's Church[image: External link] in Lübeck. The church is built with a nave[image: External link], two aisles, a transept[image: External link] and a tower. Its exterior is characterized above all by the flying buttresses[image: External link] spanning its airy arches over the aisles and ambulatory[image: External link]. The tower, which fell down twice during the 15th century, got its current look in 1890.[48] Another major church of significance is the Church of Our Saviour, Malmö[image: External link], which was founded in 1870.

Another old building is Tunneln, 300 metres (1,000 ft) to the west of Sankt Petri Church, which also dates back to around 1300.

The oldest parts of Malmö were built between 1300–1600 during its first major period of expansion.[citation needed[image: External link]] The central city's layout as well as some of its oldest buildings are from this time. Many of the smaller buildings from this time are typical Scanian: two story urban houses that show a strong Danish influence.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Recession followed in the ensuing centuries. The next expansion period was in the mid 19th century and led to the modern stone and brick city. This expansion lasted into the 20th century and can be seen by a number of Art Nouveau[image: External link] buildings, among those is the Malmö synagogue[image: External link]. Malmö was relatively late to be influenced by modern ideas of functionalist[image: External link] tenement architecture in the 1930s.

Around 1965, the government initiated the so-called Million Programme[image: External link], intending to offer affordable apartments in the outskirts of major Swedish cities. But this period also saw the reconstruction (and razing) of much of the historical city centre.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Since the late 1990s, Malmö have seen a more cosmopolitan architecture. Västra Hamnen[image: External link] (The Western Harbour), like most of the harbour to the north of the city centre, was industrial. In 2001 its reconstruction began as an urban residential neighbourhood, with 500 residential units, most were part of the exhibition Bo01[image: External link].[49] The exhibition had two main objectives: develop self-sufficient housing units in terms of energy and greatly diminish phosphorus emissions. Among the new buildings towers were the Turning Torso[image: External link], a skyscraper with a twisting design, 190 metres (620 ft) tall, the majority of which is residential. It became Malmö's new landmark.[50][51] The most recent addition (2015) is the new development of Malmö Live[image: External link] This new building features a hotel, a concert hall, congress hall and a sky bar in the centre of Malmö.
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 Other sights




The beach Ribersborg, by locals usually called Ribban,[52] south-west of the harbour area, is a man-made shallow beach, stretching along Malmö's coastline. Despite Malmö's chilly climate, it is sometimes referred to as the "Copacabana of Malmö".[53] It is the site of Ribersborgs open-air bath[image: External link], opened in the 1890s.

The long boardwalk at The Western Harbour, Scaniaparken and Daniaparken, has become a new favourite summer hang-out for the people of Malmö and is a popular place for bathing.[54] The harbour is particularly popular with Malmö's vibrant student community and has been the scene of several impromptu outdoor parties and gatherings.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Events




In the third week of August each year a festival, Malmöfestivalen, fills the streets of Malmö with different kinds of cuisines and events.

BUFF International Film Festival[image: External link], an international children and young people's film festival[image: External link] held in Malmö every year in March.

Nordisk Panorama – Nordic Short & Doc Film Festival[image: External link], a film festival for short[image: External link] and documentary films[image: External link] by film makers from the Nordic countries[image: External link], held every year in September.

Malmö Arab Film Festival[image: External link] (MAFF), the largest Arabic film festival in Europe.

The Nordic Game[image: External link] conference takes place in Malmö every April/May.[55][56] The event consists of conference itself, recruitment expo and game expo and attracts hundreds of gamedev professionals every year.

Malmö also hosts other 3rd party events that cater to all communities that reside in Malmö, including religious and political celebrations.
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 Notable past events




In 1914 the Baltic Exhibition[image: External link] was held in Malmö which consisted of exhibitions about industry, art and crafts from Sweden, Denmark, Germany and Russia.

In 1992 Malmö was the host of the Eurovision Song Contest 1992[image: External link] after Carola won it the previous year, 1991 in Rome[image: External link], Italy[image: External link]. Malmö hosted again in 2013[image: External link] at the newer Malmö Arena[image: External link],[57] after Swedish singer Loreen[image: External link]'s victory at Eurovision Song Contest 2012[image: External link], in Baku[image: External link], Azerbaijan[image: External link].
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 Media




Sydsvenskan, founded in 1870, is Malmö's largest daily newspaper, and also one of its larger employers (see section Economy). It has an average circulation of 130,000. Its main competitor is the regional daily Skånska Dagbladet, which has a circulation of 34,000. In addition to these, a number of free-of-charge papers, generally dealing with entertainment, music and fashion have local editions (for instance City, Rodeo, Metro and Nöjesguiden). Malmö is also home to the Egmont Group[image: External link]'s Swedish magazine operations. A number of local and regional radio and TV broadcasters are based in the Greater Malmö area.
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 Sports




Sports in southern Sweden is dominated by Football. Over the years the city's best football team has been Malmö FF[image: External link] who play in the top level Allsvenskan[image: External link]. They had their most successful periods in the 1970s and 1980s, when they won the league several times. In 1979, they advanced to the final of the European Cup[image: External link] defeating AS Monaco, Dynamo Kiew, Wisla Krakow and Austria Wien (Vienna) but lost in the final at the Munich Olympic Stadium[image: External link] against Nottingham Forest[image: External link] by a single goal just before half time scored by Trevor Francis[image: External link]. To date, they are the only Swedish football club to have reached the final of the competition. Malmö FF is the club where for instance Bosse Larsson and Zlatan Ibrahimović began his their football careers. A second football team, IFK Malmö[image: External link] played in Sweden's top flight for about 20 years and the club's quarterfinal in the European Cup is the club's greatest achievement in its history. Today, the club resides in the sixth tier of the Swedish league system. Examples of other Malmö based clubs are IF Limhamn Bunkeflo[image: External link] and FC Rosengård[image: External link]. Both in Division 1 South, the third tier. Held in Sweden, Malmö was one of the four cities to host the 2009 UEFA European Under-21 Football Championship[image: External link] and hosted the final.

The most notable other sports team is the ice hockey team Malmö Redhawks[image: External link]. They were the creation of millionaire Percy Nilsson and quickly rose to the highest rank in the early to mid-1990s and won two Swedish championships, but for a number of years have found themselves residing outside of the top flight. Malmö also has teams that play first division handball HK Malmö[image: External link], baseball, American football and Australian football. Of these last mentioned sports only handball attracts a fair amount of attendance. Gaelic football[image: External link] has also been introduced to Malmö, with the new Malmö G.A.A. club winning the Scandinavian Championships in their inaugural year, 2009, and were again in the running for 2011.

Among non-team sports badminton[image: External link] and athletics[image: External link] are the most popular together with east Asian martial arts and boxing. Basketball is also fairly a big sport in the city, including the clubs Malbas[image: External link] and SF Srbija among others.

Women are permitted by the city council to swim topless in public swimming pools.[58][59] Everyone must wear bathing attire, but covering of the breasts is not mandatory.[60] "We don’t decide what men should do with their torso, why then do women have to listen to the men. Moreover, many men have larger breasts than women", remarked a council spokesman.[61]

Malmö hosted the 2014 World Junior Ice Hockey Championships[image: External link] from 26 December 2013 to 5 January 2014.
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 Notable events






	Venue
	Event



	Malmö Stadion[image: External link]
	
FIFA World Cup 1958[image: External link]

UEFA Euro 1992[image: External link]




	Baltic Hall[image: External link]
	
Table Tennis European Championships 1964[image: External link]

IHF World Men's Handball Championships 1967[image: External link]

Davis Cup 1996[image: External link]

Men's World Floorball Championships 2006[image: External link]

European Women's Handball Championships 2006[image: External link]

WFTDA European Tournament 2014




	Malmö Isstadion[image: External link]
	
European Figure Skating Championships 2003[image: External link]

World Junior Ice Hockey Championships 2014[image: External link]




	Swedbank Stadion[image: External link]
	UEFA European Under-21 Football Championships 2009[image: External link]



	Malmö Arena[image: External link]
	
World Men's Handball Championships 2011[image: External link]

Eurovision Song Contest 2013[image: External link]
Dreamhack Masters 2016
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 See also





	Scania[image: External link]

	Malmö Bulltofta Airport[image: External link]

	
Chapter 4 Concerning the Friary in Malmø[image: External link] in Chronicle of the Expulsion of the Greyfriars[image: External link]


	List of governors of Malmöhus County[image: External link]

	List of people connected to Malmö[image: External link]

	Ports of the Baltic Sea[image: External link]
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FBK Balkan





FBK Balkan is a Swedish football club located in the district Rosengård of Malmö. The club was founded in 1962. They currently play in Division 4[image: External link] Skåne Sydvästra. The club comes from a Malmö neighbourhood known for its very large immigrant community. Balkan is most famous for being the club where Zlatan Ibrahimović started playing football. Other notable former players for the team include Goran Slavkovski[image: External link] and Valentino Lai[image: External link].
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 History




FBK Balkan was founded in 1962 in Malmö by Yugoslav[image: External link] immigrants and is named after the Balkans[image: External link]. The club spent many seasons in Swedish Division 6 but later finding their way up the tiers to Division 3 in present day. The club is one of the oldest immigrants association in Europe[image: External link]. Players of many nationalities have played here, from former Yugoslavia[image: External link] ( Serbia[image: External link], Bosnia[image: External link], Slovenia[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], Montenegro[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link]), Romania[image: External link], Albania[image: External link], Bulgaria[image: External link] and Turkey[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The club is affiliated to the Skånes Fotbollförbund[image: External link].[2]
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 Season to season






	


	Season
	Level
	Division
	Section
	Position
	Movements



	1990
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	1st
	Promoted



	1991[image: External link]
	Tier 3
	Division 2
	Södra Götaland
	7th
	Vårserier (Spring Series)



	
	Tier 3
	Division 2
	Södra Götaland – Hösttvåan
	7th
	Höstserier (Autumn Series) – Relegated



	1992
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland B
	4th
	Vårserier (Spring Series)



	
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	5th
	Höstserier (Autumn Series)



	1993
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	9th
	



	1994
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	10th
	Relegated



	1995
	Tier 5
	Division 4
	Skåne Sydvästra
	4th
	



	1996
	Tier 5
	Division 4
	Skåne Sydvästra
	4th
	



	1997
	Tier 5
	Division 4
	Skåne Sydvästra
	2nd
	Promoted



	1998
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	6th
	



	1999
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	11th
	Relegated



	2000
	Tier 5
	Division 4
	Skåne Södra
	3rd
	Promotion Playoffs



	2001
	Tier 5
	Division 4
	Skåne Södra
	1st
	Promoted



	2002
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	6th
	



	2003
	Tier 4
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	9th
	Relegation Playoffs – Relegated



	2004
	Tier 5
	Division 4
	Skåne Södra
	5th
	



	2005
	Tier 5
	Division 4
	Skåne Södra
	3rd
	Promotion Playoffs – Promoted



	2006*
	Tier 5
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	7th
	



	2007
	Tier 5
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	12th
	Relegated



	2008
	Tier 6
	Division 4
	Skåne Västra
	1st
	Promoted



	2009
	Tier 5
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	7th
	



	2010
	Tier 5
	Division 3
	Södra Götaland
	11th
	Relegated



	2011
	Tier 6
	Division 4
	Skåne Sydvästra
	10th
	Relegation Playoffs




* League restructuring in 2006 resulted in a new division being created at Tier 3 and subsequent divisions dropping a level.[3][4][5]
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 Attendances




In recent seasons, FBK Balkan have had the following average attendances:



	


	Season
	Average Attendance
	Division / Section
	Level



	2005
	Not available
	Div 4 Skåne Södra
	Tier 6



	2006
	103
	Div 3 Södra Götaland
	Tier 5



	2007
	89
	Div 3 Södra Götaland
	Tier 5



	2008
	Not available
	Div 4 Skåne Södra
	Tier 6



	2009
	106
	Div 3 Södra Götaland
	Tier 5



	2010
	91
	Div 3 Södra Götaland
	Tier 5




* Attendances are provided in the Publikliga sections of the Svenska Fotbollförbundet website.[6]
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(Swedish) FBK Balkan website[image: External link]
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FC Barcelona





"Barça" redirects here. For other uses, see Barca (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about the men's football club. For other uses, see FC Barcelona (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Barcelona S.C.[image: External link].



	Barcelona



	Full name
	Futbol Club Barcelona



	Nickname(s)
	
Barça or Blaugrana (team)

Culés or Barcelonistas (supporters)

Blaugranes or Azulgranas (supporters)



	Short name
	FCB



	Founded
	29 November 1899; 117 years ago
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Futbol Club Barcelona (Catalan pronunciation: [fubˈbɔɫ ˈkɫub bərsəˈɫonə][image: External link] ( listen[image: External link])), commonly known as Barcelona and familiarly as Barça,[note 1] is a professional football club[image: External link] based in Barcelona[image: External link], Catalonia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link].

Founded in 1899 by a group of Swiss, English and Catalan footballers led by Joan Gamper[image: External link], the club has become a symbol of Catalan culture and Catalanism[image: External link], hence the motto "Més que un club" (English: "More than a club"). Unlike many other football clubs, the supporters[image: External link] own and operate Barcelona. It is the second most valuable sports team in the world, worth $3.56 billion, and the world's second richest football club[image: External link] in terms of revenue, with an annual turnover of €560.8 million.[2][3] The official Barcelona anthem is the "Cant del Barça[image: External link]", written by Jaume Picas and Josep Maria Espinàs[image: External link].[4]

Domestically, Barcelona has won[image: External link] 24 La Liga, 28 Copa del Rey[image: External link], 12 Supercopa de España, 3 Copa Eva Duarte[image: External link] and 2 Copa de la Liga[image: External link] trophies, as well as being the record holder for the latter four competitions. In international club football[image: External link], Barcelona has won five European titles — four UEFA Champions League titles and one European Cup, a record four UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link], a shared record five UEFA Super Cup, a record three Inter-Cities Fairs Cup[image: External link] and a record three FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link].[5] Barcelona was ranked first in the IFFHS[image: External link] Club World Ranking for 1997, 2009, 2011, 2012 and 2015[6][7] and currently occupies the third position on the UEFA club rankings[image: External link].[8] The club has a long-standing rivalry with Real Madrid; matches between the two teams are referred to as El Clásico[image: External link].

Barcelona is one of the most widely supported teams in the world, and the club has the largest social media following in the world among sports teams.[9][10] Barcelona players have won a record number of Ballon d'Or[image: External link] awards (11), with recipients including Johan Cruyff[image: External link], as well as a record number of FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] awards (7), with winners including Ronaldo, Romário[image: External link] and Ronaldinho. In 2010, three players who came through the club's youth academy (Lionel Messi, Andrés Iniesta and Xavi) were chosen as the three best players in the world in the FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link] awards, an unprecedented feat for players from the same football school.

Barcelona is one of three founding members of the Primera División that have never been relegated[image: External link] from the top division, along with Athletic Bilbao[image: External link] and Real Madrid. In 2009, Barcelona became the first Spanish club to win the continental treble[image: External link] consisting of La Liga[image: External link], Copa del Rey[image: External link], and the UEFA Champions League[image: External link], and also became the first football club to win six out of six competitions in a single year, completing the sextuple[image: External link] in also winning the Spanish Super Cup, UEFA Super Cup[image: External link] and FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link].[11] In 2011, the club became European champions again and won five trophies. This Barcelona team, which won 14 trophies in just 4 years under Pep Guardiola[image: External link], is considered by some in the sport to be the greatest team of all time.[12][13][14] By winning their fifth Champions League trophy on 6 June 2015[image: External link], Barcelona became the first European club in history to achieve the continental treble twice.
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 History




Main article: History of FC Barcelona[image: External link]
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 Beginnings of FC Barcelona (1899–1922)




On 22 October 1899, Hans Gamper[image: External link] placed an advertisement in Los Deportes declaring his wish to form a football club; a positive response resulted in a meeting at the Gimnasio Solé on 29 November. Eleven players attended — Walter Wild[image: External link] (the first director of the club), Lluís d'Ossó, Bartomeu Terradas[image: External link], Otto Kunzle, Otto Maier, Enric Ducal, Pere Cabot, Carles Pujol, Josep Llobet, John Parsons, and William Parsons — and Foot-Ball Club Barcelona was born.[16]

FC Barcelona had a successful start in regional and national cups, competing in the Campionat de Catalunya[image: External link] and the Copa del Rey[image: External link]. In 1902, the club won its first trophy, the Copa Macaya[image: External link], and participated in the first Copa del Rey, losing 1–2 to Bizcaya[image: External link] in the final.[17] In 1908, Hans Gamper – now known as Joan Gamper – became club president in a desperate attempt to save Barcelona from extinction, finding the club struggling not just on the pitch, but also financially and socially, after not winning a competition since the Campionat de Catalunya in 1905. He said in a meeting, "Barcelona cannot die and must not die. If there is nobody who is going to try, then I will assume the responsibility of running the club from now on."[18] Club president on five separate occasions between 1908 and 1925, he spent 25 years in total at the helm. One of his main achievements was ensuring Barça acquire its own stadium and thus generate a stable income.[19]

On 14 March 1909, the team moved into the Camp de la Indústria[image: External link], a stadium with a capacity of 8,000. To celebrate their new surroundings, the club conducted a logo contest the following year. Carles Comamala[image: External link] won the contest, and his suggestion became the crest that the club still wears – with some minor changes – as of the present day.[20]

With the new stadium, Barcelona participated in the inaugural version of the Pyrenees Cup[image: External link], which, at the time, consisted of the best teams of Languedoc[image: External link], Midi[image: External link] and Aquitaine[image: External link] (Southern France), the Basque Country[image: External link] and Catalonia; all were former members of the Marca Hispanica[image: External link] region. The contest was the most prestigious in that era.[21] From the inaugural year in 1910 to 1913, Barcelona won the competition four consecutive times. Carles Comamala played an integral part of the four-time champion, managing the side along with Amechazurra and Jack Greenwell[image: External link]. The latter became the club's first full-time coach in 1917.[22] The last edition was held in 1914 in the city of Barcelona, which local rivals Espanyol[image: External link] won.[23]

During the same period, the club changed its official language from Castilian[image: External link] to Catalan[image: External link] and gradually evolved into an important symbol of Catalan identity. For many fans, participating in the club had less to do with the game itself and more with being a part of the club's collective identity.[24] On 4 February 1917, the club held its first testimonial match[image: External link] to honour Ramón Torralba[image: External link], who played from 1913 to 1928. The match was against local side Terrassa: Barcelona won 6–2.[25]

Gamper simultaneously launched a campaign to recruit more club members, and by 1922, the club had more than 20,000, who helped finance a new stadium. The club then moved to the new Les Cortes[image: External link], which they inaugurated the same year.[26] Les Cortes had an initial capacity of 30,000, and in the 1940s it was expanded to 60,000.[27]

Gamper recruited Jack Greenwell[image: External link] as the first full-time manager in Barcelona's history. After this hiring, the club's fortunes began to improve on the field. During the Gamper-led era, Barcelona won eleven Campionats de Catalunya[image: External link], six Copa del Rey[image: External link] and four Pyrenees Cups and enjoyed its first "golden age".[17][19]
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 Rivera, Republic and Civil War (1923–1957)




On 14 June 1925, in a spontaneous reaction against Primo de Rivera[image: External link]'s dictatorship, the crowd in the stadium jeered the Royal March[image: External link]. As a reprisal, the ground was closed for six months and Gamper was forced to relinquish the presidency of the club.[28] This coincided with the transition to professional football, and, in 1926, the directors of Barcelona publicly claimed, for the first time, to operate a professional football club.[26] On 3 July 1927, the club held a second testimonial match for Paulino Alcántara[image: External link], against the Spanish national team[image: External link]. To kick off the match, local journalist and pilot Josep Canudas dropped the ball onto the pitch from his aeroplane.[25] In 1928, victory in the Spanish Cup was celebrated with a poem titled "Oda a Platko[image: External link]", which was written by a member of the Generation of '27[image: External link], Rafael Alberti[image: External link], inspired by the heroic performance of the Barcelona goalkeeper, Franz Platko.[29] On 23 June 1929, Barcelona won the inaugural Spanish League[image: External link]. A year after winning the championship, on 30 July 1930, Gamper committed suicide after a period of depression brought on by personal and financial problems.[19]

Although they continued to have players of the standing of Josep Escolà[image: External link], the club now entered a period of decline, in which political conflict overshadowed sports throughout society. Attendance at matches dropped as the citizens of Barcelona were occupied with discussing political matters.[30] Although the team won the Campionat de Catalunya[image: External link] in 1930, 1931, 1932, 1934, 1936 and 1938,[17] success at a national level (with the exception of the 1937 disputed title[image: External link]) evaded them.

A month after the Spanish Civil War[image: External link] began in 1936, several players from Barcelona enlisted in the ranks of those who fought against the military uprising, along with players from Athletic Bilbao.[31] On 6 August, Falangist[image: External link] soldiers near Guadarrama[image: External link] murdered club president Josep Sunyol[image: External link], a representative of the pro-independence political party.[32] He was dubbed the martyr of barcelonisme, and his murder was a defining moment in the history of FC Barcelona and Catalan identity.[33] In the summer of 1937, the squad was on tour in Mexico and the United States, where it was received as an ambassador of the Second Spanish Republic[image: External link]. The tour led to the financial security of the club, but also resulted in half of the team seeking asylum[image: External link] in Mexico and France, making it harder for the remaining team to contest for trophies.[34][35]

On 16 March 1938, Barcelona came under aerial bombardment from the Italian Air Force[image: External link], causing more than 3,000 deaths, with one of the bombs hitting the club's offices.[36][37] A few months later, Catalonia came under occupation and as a symbol of the "undisciplined" Catalanism[image: External link], the club, now down to just 3,486 members, faced a number of restrictions. All signs of regional nationalism, including language, flag and other signs of separatism were banned throughout Spain. The Catalan flag[image: External link] was banned and the club were prohibited from using non-Spanish names. These measures forced the club to change its name to Club de Fútbol Barcelona and to remove the Catalan flag from its crest.[38]

In 1943[image: External link], Barcelona faced rivals Real Madrid in the semi-finals of Copa del Generalísimo[image: External link] (now the Copa del Rey). The first match at Les Corts[image: External link] was won by Barcelona 3–0. Real Madrid comfortably won the second leg, beating Barcelona 11–1.[39] According to football writer Sid Lowe[image: External link], "There have been relatively few mentions of the game [since] and it is not a result that has been particularly celebrated in Madrid. Indeed, the 11–1 occupies a far more prominent place in Barcelona's history. This was the game that first formed the identification of Madrid as the team of the dictatorship and Barcelona as its victims."[40] It has been alleged by local journalist Paco Aguilar that Barcelona's players were threatened by police in the changing room, though nothing was ever proven.[41]

Despite the difficult political situation, CF Barcelona enjoyed considerable success during the 1940s and 1950s. In 1945, with Josep Samitier[image: External link] as coach and players like César[image: External link], Ramallets[image: External link] and Velasco[image: External link], they won La Liga for the first time since 1929. They added two more titles in 1948 and 1949.[42] In 1949, they also won the first Copa Latina[image: External link].[43] In June 1950, Barcelona signed László Kubala[image: External link], who was to be an important figure at the club.[44]

On a rainy Sunday of 1951, the crowd left Les Corts stadium after a 2–1 win against Santander[image: External link] by foot, refusing to catch any trams, and surprising the Francoist[image: External link] authorities. The reason was simple: at the same time, a tram strike was taking place in Barcelona, receiving the support of blaugrana fans[image: External link]. Events like this made CF Barcelona represent much more than just Catalonia and many progressive Spaniards[image: External link] saw the club as a staunch defender of rights[image: External link] and freedoms[image: External link].[45][46]

Coach Ferdinand Daučík[image: External link] and László Kubala led the team to five different trophies including La Liga, the Copa del Generalísimo, the Copa Latina[image: External link], the Copa Eva Duarte, and the Copa Martini Rossi in 1952. In 1953, the club won La Liga and the Copa del Generalísimo again.[27]
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 Club de Fútbol Barcelona (1957–1978)




With Helenio Herrera[image: External link] as coach, a young Luis Suárez[image: External link], the European Footballer of the Year[image: External link] in 1960, and two influential Hungarians[image: External link] recommended by Kubala, Sándor Kocsis[image: External link] and Zoltán Czibor[image: External link], the team won another national double in 1959 and a La Liga and Fairs Cup double in 1960. In 1961, they became the first club to beat Real Madrid in a European Cup[image: External link] play-off. However, they lost 2–3 to Benfica[image: External link] in the final.[47][48]

The 1960s were less successful for the club, with Real Madrid monopolising La Liga. The completion of the Camp Nou[image: External link], finished in 1957, meant the club had little money to spend on new players.[48] The 1960s saw the emergence of Josep Maria Fusté[image: External link] and Carles Rexach[image: External link], and the club won the Copa del Generalísimo in 1963 and the Fairs Cup in 1966. Barcelona restored some pride by beating Real Madrid 1–0 in the 1968 Copa del Generalísimo final at the Santiago Bernabéu[image: External link] in front of Francisco Franco[image: External link], with coach Salvador Artigas[image: External link], a former republican[image: External link] pilot in the Civil War. With the end of Franco's dictatorship in 1974, the club changed its official name back to Futbol Club Barcelona and reverted the crest to its original design, including the original letters once again.[49][50]

The 1973–74 season saw the arrival of Johan Cruyff[image: External link], who was bought for a world record £920,000 from Ajax[image: External link].[51] Already an established player with Ajax, Cruyff quickly won over the Barcelona fans when he told the European press that he chose Barcelona over Real Madrid because he could not play for a club associated with Francisco Franco[image: External link]. He further endeared himself when he named his son "Jordi"[image: External link], after the local Catalan Saint George[image: External link].[52] Next to champions like Juan Manuel Asensi[image: External link], Carles Rexach and Hugo Sotil[image: External link], he helped the club win the 1973–74 season[image: External link] for the first time since 1960,[17] defeating Real Madrid 5–0 at the Santiago Bernabéu en route. He was crowned European Footballer of the Year[image: External link] in 1973 during his first season with Barcelona (his second Ballon d'Or win; he won his first while playing for Ajax in 1971). Cruyff received this prestigious award a third time (the first player to do so) in 1974, while he was still with Barcelona.[53]
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 Núñez and the stabilisation years (1978–2000)




In 1978, Josep Lluís Núñez[image: External link] became the first elected president of FC Barcelona, and, since then, the members of Barcelona have elected the club president. The process of electing a president of FC Barcelona was closely tied to Spain's transition to democracy in 1974 and the end of Franco's dictatorship. The new president's main objective was to develop Barcelona into a world-class club by giving it stability both on and off the pitch. His presidency was to last for 22 years, and it deeply affected the image of Barcelona, as Núñez held to a strict policy regarding wages and discipline, letting go of such players as Diego Maradona[image: External link], Romário[image: External link] and Ronaldo rather than meeting their demands.[56][57]

On 16 May 1979, the club won its first European Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] by beating Fortuna Düsseldorf[image: External link] 4–3 in Basel[image: External link] in a final watched by more than 30,000 travelling blaugrana fans. The same year, Núñez began to invest in the club's youth programme by converting La Masia into a dormitory for young academy players from abroad. The name of the dormitory would later become synonymous with the youth programme of Barcelona.[58]

In June 1982, Diego Maradona was signed for a world record fee of £5 million from Boca Juniors[image: External link].[59] In the following season, under coach César Luis Menotti[image: External link], Barcelona won the Copa del Rey, beating Real Madrid. Maradona's time with Barcelona, however, was short-lived and he soon left for Napoli[image: External link]. At the start of the 1984–85[image: External link] season, Terry Venables[image: External link] was hired as manager and he won La Liga with noteworthy displays by German midfielder Bernd Schuster[image: External link]. The next season, he took the team to their second European Cup[image: External link] final[image: External link], only to lose on penalties to Steaua București[image: External link] during a dramatic evening in Seville[image: External link].[56]

Around this time, tensions began to arise between what was perceived as president Núñez's dictatorial rule and the nationalistic support group, Boixos Nois[image: External link]. The group, identified with a left-wing separatism, repeatedly demanded the resignation of Núñez and openly defied him through chants and banners at matches. At the same time, Barcelona experienced an eruption in skinheads[image: External link], who often identified with a right-wing separatism. The skinheads slowly transferred the Boixos Nois' ideology from liberalism[image: External link] to fascism[image: External link], which caused division within the group and a sudden support for Núñez's presidency.[60] Inspired by British hooligans, the remaining Boixos Nois became violent, causing havoc leading to large-scale arrests.[61]

After the 1986 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], Barcelona signed the English top-scorer Gary Lineker[image: External link], along with goalkeeper Andoni Zubizarreta[image: External link], but the team could not achieve success, as Schuster was excluded from the team. Terry Venables was subsequently fired at the beginning of the 1987–88 season and replaced with Luis Aragonés[image: External link]. The season finished with the players rebelling against president Núñez, in an event known as the Hesperia mutiny, and a 1–0 victory in the Copa del Rey final against Real Sociedad[image: External link].[56]
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 Dream Team




In 1988, Johan Cruyff returned to the club as manager and he assembled the so-called "Dream Team".[62] He used a mix of Spanish players like Pep Guardiola[image: External link], José Mari Bakero[image: External link] and Txiki Begiristain[image: External link] while signing international players such as Ronald Koeman, Michael Laudrup[image: External link], Romário[image: External link] and Hristo Stoichkov[image: External link].[63]

It was ten years after the inception of the youth programme, La Masia, when the young players began to graduate and play for their first team. One of the first graduates, who would later earn international acclaim, was previous Barcelona coach Pep Guardiola.[64] Under Cruyff's guidance, Barcelona won four consecutive La Liga titles from 1991 to 1994. They beat Sampdoria in both the 1989 UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] final and the 1992 European Cup[image: External link] final at Wembley[image: External link], with a free kick goal from Dutch international Ronald Koeman. They also won a Copa del Rey in 1990, the European Super Cup in 1992 and three Supercopa de España trophies. With 11 trophies, Cruyff became the club's most successful manager at that point. He also became the club's longest consecutive serving manager, serving eight years.[65] Cruyff's fortune was to change, and, in his final two seasons, he failed to win any trophies and fell out with president Josep Lluís Núñez, resulting in his departure.[56] On the legacy of Cruyff's football philosophy and the passing style of play he introduced to the club, future coach of Barcelona Pep Guardiola would state, "Cruyff built the cathedral, our job is to maintain and renovate it."[66]

Reacting to Cruyff's departure, an independent protest group was organised by Armand Caraben, Joan Laporta and Alfons Godall.[67] The objective of the group, called L'Elefant Blau, was to oppose the presidency of Núñez, which they regarded as a corruption of the club's traditional values.[67][68] Laporta would later take over the presidency of Barcelona in 2003.[69]

Cruyff was briefly replaced by Bobby Robson[image: External link], who took charge of the club for a single season in 1996–97. He recruited Ronaldo from his previous club, PSV[image: External link] and delivered a cup treble[image: External link], winning the Copa del Rey, UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] and the Supercopa de España. Despite his success, Robson was only ever seen as a short-term solution while the club waited for Louis van Gaal[image: External link] to become available.[70]

Like Maradona, Ronaldo only stayed a short time before he left for Internazionale[image: External link]. However, new heroes emerged, such as Luís Figo[image: External link], Patrick Kluivert[image: External link], Luis Enrique[image: External link] and Rivaldo[image: External link], and the team won a Copa del Rey and La Liga double in 1998. In 1999, the club celebrated its centenari, winning the Primera División title, and Rivaldo became the fourth Barcelona player to be awarded European Footballer of the Year[image: External link]. Despite this domestic success, the failure to emulate Real Madrid in the Champions League led to van Gaal and Núñez resigning in 2000.[70]
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 Exit Núñez, enter Laporta (2000–2008)




The departures of Núñez and Van Gaal were hardly noticed by the fans when compared to that of Luís Figo, then club vice-captain. Figo had become a cult hero and was considered by Catalans to be one of their own. Barcelona fans, however, were distraught by Figo's decision to join arch-rivals Real Madrid, and, during subsequent visits to the Camp Nou, Figo was given an extremely hostile reception. Upon his first return, a piglet's head and a full bottle of whiskey were thrown at him from the crowd.[73] The next three years saw the club in decline, and managers came and went. Van Gaal was replaced by Lorenzo Serra Ferrer[image: External link] who, despite an extensive investment in players in the summer of 2000, presided over a mediocre league campaign and a humiliating first-round Champions League exit, and was eventually dismissed late in the season. Long-serving coach Carles Rexach[image: External link] was appointed as his replacement, initially on a temporary basis, and managed to at least steer the club to the last Champions League spot on the final day of the season. Despite better form in La Liga and a good run to the semi-finals of the Champions League, Rexach was never viewed as a long-term solution and that summer Van Gaal returned to the club for a second spell as manager. What followed, despite another decent Champions League performance, was one of the worst La Liga campaigns in the club's history, with the team as low as 15th in February 2003. This led to Van Gaal's resignation and replacement for the rest of the campaign by Radomir Antić[image: External link], though a sixth-place finish was the best that he could manage. At the end of the season, Antić's short-term contract was not renewed, and club president Joan Gaspart[image: External link] resigned, his position having been made completely untenable by such a disastrous season on top of the club's overall decline in fortunes since he became president three years prior.[74]

After the disappointment of the Gaspart era, the combination of a new young president, Joan Laporta, and a young new manager, former Dutch[image: External link] and Milan[image: External link] star Frank Rijkaard[image: External link], saw the club bounce back. On the field, an influx of international players, including Ronaldinho, Deco[image: External link], Henrik Larsson[image: External link], Ludovic Giuly[image: External link], Samuel Eto'o, and Rafael Márquez[image: External link], combined with home grown Spanish players, such as Carles Puyol[image: External link], Andrés Iniesta, Xavi and Víctor Valdés[image: External link], led to the club's return to success. Barcelona won La Liga and the Supercopa de España in 2004–05[image: External link], and Ronaldinho and Eto'o were voted first and third, respectively, in the FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] awards.[75]

In the 2005–06 season[image: External link], Barcelona repeated their league and Supercopa successes. The pinnacle of the league season arrived at the Santiago Bernabéu in a 3–0 win over Real Madrid. It was Rijkaard's second victory at the Bernabéu, making him the first Barcelona manager to win there twice. Ronaldinho's performance was so impressive that after his second goal, which was Barcelona's third, some Real Madrid fans gave him a standing ovation.[76] In the Champions League, Barcelona beat the English club Arsenal[image: External link] in the final. Trailing 1–0 to a ten-man Arsenal and with less than 15 minutes remaining, they came back to win 2–1, with substitute Henrik Larsson, in his final appearance for the club, setting up goals for Samuel Eto'o and fellow substitute Juliano Belletti[image: External link], for the club's first European Cup victory in 14 years.[77]

Despite being the favourites and starting strongly, Barcelona finished the 2006–07 season[image: External link] without trophies. A pre-season US tour was later blamed for a string of injuries to key players, including leading scorer Eto'o and rising star Lionel Messi. There was open feuding as Eto'o publicly criticised coach Rijkaard and Ronaldinho.[78] Ronaldinho also admitted that a lack of fitness affected his form.[79] In La Liga, Barcelona were in first place for much of the season, but inconsistency in the New Year saw Real Madrid overtake them to become champions. Barcelona advanced to the semi-finals of the Copa del Rey[image: External link], winning the first leg against Getafe[image: External link] 5–2, with a goal from Messi bringing comparison to Diego Maradona's goal of the century[image: External link], but then lost the second leg 4–0. They took part in the 2006 FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link], but were beaten by a late goal in the final against Brazilian side Internacional[image: External link].[80] In the Champions League[image: External link], Barcelona were knocked out of the competition in the last 16 by eventual runners-up Liverpool[image: External link] on away goals[image: External link].

Barcelona finished the 2007–08 season[image: External link] third in La Liga and reached the semi-finals of the UEFA Champions League[image: External link] and Copa del Rey[image: External link], both times losing to the eventual champions, Manchester United[image: External link] and Valencia[image: External link], respectively. The day after a 4–1 defeat to Real Madrid, Joan Laporta announced that Barcelona B[image: External link] coach Pep Guardiola would take over Frank Rijkaard's duties on 30 June 2008.[81]
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 Guardiola era (2008–2012)




Barcelona B[image: External link] youth manager Pep Guardiola took over Frank Rijkaard's duties at the conclusion of the season.[81] Guardiola brought with him the now famous tiki-taka[image: External link] style of play he had been taught during his time in the Barcelona youth teams. In the process, Guardiola sold Ronaldinho and Deco and started building the Barcelona team around Xavi, Andrés Iniesta and Lionel Messi.

Barça beat Athletic Bilbao 4–1 in the 2009 Copa del Rey final[image: External link], winning the competition for a record-breaking 25th time. A historic 2–6 victory against Real Madrid followed three days later and ensured that Barcelona became 2008–09 La Liga[image: External link] champions. Barça finished the season by beating the previous year's Champions League winners Manchester United 2–0 at the Stadio Olimpico[image: External link] in Rome[image: External link] to win their third Champions League title and completed the first ever treble[image: External link] won by a Spanish team.[83][84][85] The team went on to win the 2009 Supercopa de España against Athletic Bilbao[86] and the 2009 UEFA Super Cup[image: External link] against Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link],[87] becoming the first European club to win both domestic and European Super Cups following a treble. In December 2009, Barcelona won the 2009 Club World Cup[image: External link],[88] and became the first football club ever to accomplish the sextuple[image: External link].[89] Barcelona accomplished two new records in Spanish football in 2010 as they retained the La Liga trophy with 99 points and won the Supercopa de España for a ninth time.[90][91]

After Laporta's departure from the club in June 2010, Sandro Rosell[image: External link] was soon elected as the new president. The elections were held on 13 June, where he got 61.35% (57,088 votes, a record) of total votes.[92] Rosell signed David Villa[image: External link] from Valencia for €40 million[93] and Javier Mascherano[image: External link] from Liverpool for €19 million.[94]

At the 2010 World Cup[image: External link] in South Africa, Barcelona players that had graduated from the club's La Masia youth system would play a major role in Spain becoming world champions. On 11 July, seven players who came through the academy participated in the final[image: External link], six of which were Barcelona players whom started the match, with Iniesta scoring the winning goal against the Netherlands.[95]

In November 2010, Barcelona defeated their main rival, Real Madrid 5–0 in El Clásico[image: External link]. In the 2010–11 season[image: External link], Barcelona retained the La Liga trophy, their third title in succession, finishing with 96 points.[96] In April 2011, the club reached the Copa del Rey final[image: External link], losing 1–0 to Real Madrid at the Mestalla Stadium[image: External link] in Valencia[image: External link].[97] In May, Barcelona defeated Manchester United in the 2011 Champions League final[image: External link] 3–1 held at Wembley Stadium[image: External link], a repeat of the 2009 final, winning their fourth European Cup.[98] In August 2011, La Masia graduate Cesc Fàbregas was bought from Arsenal and he would help Barcelona defend the Spanish Supercup against Real Madrid. The Supercup victory brought the total number of official trophies to 73, matching the number of titles won by Real Madrid.[99]

Later the same month, Barcelona won the UEFA Super Cup after defeating Porto[image: External link] 2–0 thanks to goals from Lionel Messi and Cesc Fàbregas. This extended the club's overall number of official trophies to 74, surpassing Real Madrid's total amount of official trophies.[100] The Super Cup victory also marked another impressive achievement as Pep Guardiola won his 12th trophy out of 15 possible in only three years at the helm of the club, becoming the all-time record holder of most titles won as a coach at Barcelona.[101]

In December, Barcelona won the Club World Cup[image: External link] for a record second time since its establishment, after defeating 2011 Copa Libertadores[image: External link] holders Santos[image: External link] 4–0 in the final[image: External link] thanks to two goals from Messi and goals from Xavi and Fàbregas.[102] As a result, the overall trophy title during the reign of Guardiola was further extended and saw Barcelona win their 13th trophy out of 24 possible in four years, continuing their high-quality performance in recent world football competitions.[103][104]

In the 2011–12 season[image: External link], Barcelona lost the semi-finals of the Champions League against Chelsea[image: External link]. Right afterward, coach Guardiola, who had been on a rolling contract and had faced criticism over his recent tactics and squad selections,[105][106] announced that he would step down as manager on 30 June and be succeeded by assistant Tito Vilanova[image: External link].[107][108] Guardiola finished his tenure with Barça winning the Copa del Rey[image: External link] final 3–0, bringing the tally to 14 trophies that Barça had won under his coaching.[109]
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 Recent history (2012–)




It was announced in summer of 2012 that Tito Vilanova, assistant manager at Barcelona, would take over from Pep Guardiola as manager. Following his appointment, Barcelona went on an incredible run that saw them hold the top spot on the league table for the entire season, recording only two losses and amassing 100 points. Their top scorer once again was Lionel Messi, who scored 46 goals in La Liga, including two hat-tricks. On 11 May 2013, Barcelona were crowned as the Spanish football champions for the 22nd time, still with four games left to play. Ultimately, Barcelona ended the season 15 points clear of rivals Real Madrid, despite losing 2–1 to them at the beginning of March.[110] They reached the semifinal stage of both the Copa del Rey[image: External link] and the Champions League[image: External link], going out to Real Madrid and Bayern Munich[image: External link] respectively. On 19 July, it was announced that Vilanova was resigning as Barcelona manager because his throat cancer had returned, and he would be receiving treatment for the second time after a three-month medical leave in December 2012.[111]

On 22 July 2013, Gerardo "Tata" Martino[image: External link] was confirmed as manager of Barcelona for the 2013–14 season[image: External link].[112] Barcelona's first official games under Martino were the home and away legs of the 2013 Supercopa de España[image: External link], which Barça won 1–1 on away goals. On 23 January 2014, Sandro Rosell resigned as president by the admissibility of the complaint for alleged misappropriation following the transfer of Neymar. Josep Maria Bartomeu[image: External link] replaced him to finish the term in 2016.

In April 2014, FIFA[image: External link] banned the club from buying players for the next two transfer windows following the violation of the FIFA's rules about the transfer of footballers aged under 18.[113] A statement on FIFA's website read, "With regard to the case in question, FC Barcelona has been found to be in breach of art. 19 of the Regulations in the case of ten minor players and to have committed several other concurrent infringements in the context of other players, including under Annexe 2 of the Regulations. The Disciplinary Committee regarded the infringements as serious and decided to sanction the club with a transfer ban at both national and international level for two complete and consecutive transfer periods, together with a fine of CHF[image: External link] 450,000. Additionally, the club was granted a period of 90 days in which to regularise the situation of all minor players concerned."[114] FIFA rejected an appeal in August but the pending appeal to the Court of Arbitration for Sport[image: External link] allowed Barcelona to sign players during the summer of 2014.[115]

On 17 May, in a game where they needed to defeat Atlético Madrid[image: External link] (who had eliminated them from the Champions League[image: External link] in the quarter-finals[image: External link] earlier in the year) to be crowned champions of La Liga for the 23rd time, they drew after Atlético defender Diego Godín[image: External link] headed in the equaliser in the 49th minute, giving Atlético the championship.[116]

Two days later, it was announced that Luis Enrique would return to Barcelona as head coach, after he agreed to a two-year deal. He was recommended by sporting director Andoni Zubizarreta[image: External link], his former national teammate.[117][118] Following Enrique's arrival, Barcelona broke their transfer record[image: External link] when they paid Liverpool between €81 to €94 million for striker Luis Suárez[image: External link],[119][120] who was serving a four-month ban from all football-related activity imposed by the FIFA Disciplinary Committee[image: External link] after biting Italian defender[image: External link] Giorgio Chiellini[image: External link] during his appearance for Uruguay in a World Cup group stage match[image: External link].[121][122][123]

In late December, Barcelona's appeal to the Court of Arbitration for Sport[image: External link] was unsuccessful and the original transfer ban was reinstated, leaving the club unable to utilise the 2015 winter and summer transfer windows.[115] On 5 January 2015, Zubizareta was sacked by the board after four years as director of football.[124] The next month, Barcelona announced the formation of a new Football Area Technical Commission, made up of vice-president Jordi Mestre, board member Javier Bordas, Carles Rexach and Ariedo Braida.[125]

Barcelona won the treble[image: External link] in the 2014–15 season[image: External link], winning La Liga, Copa del Rey and Champions League titles, and became the first European team to have won the treble twice.[126] On 17 May, the club clinched their 23rd La Liga title after defeating Atlético Madrid.[127] This was Barcelona's seventh La Liga title in the last ten years.[128] On 30 May, the club defeated Athletic Bilbao in the Copa del Rey[image: External link] final[image: External link] at Camp Nou.[129] On 6 June, Barcelona won the Champions League[image: External link] final[image: External link] with a 3–1 win against Juventus[image: External link], which completed the treble, the club's second in six years.[130] Barcelona's attacking trio of Messi, Suárez and Neymar, dubbed "MSN", scored 122 goals in all competitions, the most in a season for an attacking trio in Spanish football history.[131]

On 11 August, Barcelona started the 2015–16[image: External link] season winning a joint record fifth European Super Cup by beating Sevilla[image: External link] 5–4 in the 2015 UEFA Super Cup[image: External link]. They ended the year with a 3–0 win over Argentine club River Plate[image: External link] in the 2015 Club World Cup final[image: External link] on 20 December to win the trophy for a record third time, with Suárez, Messi and Iniesta the top three players of the tournament.[132] The Club World Cup was Barcelona's 20th international title, a record only matched by Egyptian club Al Ahly[image: External link].[133][134] By scoring 180 goals in 2015 in all competitions, Barcelona set the record for most goals scored in a calendar year, breaking Real Madrid's record of 178 goals scored in 2014.[135]

On 4 January 2016, Barcelona's transfer ban ended. The same day, they registered 77 players across all categories and ages, and both last summer signings Arda Turan[image: External link] and Aleix Vidal[image: External link] became eligible to play with the first team.[136] On 10 February, qualifying for the sixth Copa del Rey final in the last eight seasons, Luis Enrique's Barcelona broke the club's record of 28 consecutive games unbeaten in all competitions set by Guardiola's team in the 2010–11 season, with a 1–1 draw with Valencia in the second leg of the 2015–16 Copa del Rey[image: External link].[137][138] With a 5–1 win at Rayo Vallecano[image: External link] on 3 March, Barcelona's 35th match unbeaten, the club broke Real Madrid's Spanish record of 34 games unbeaten in all competitions from the 1988–1989 season.[139][140] After Barça reached 39 matches unbeaten, the run has ended on 2 April 2016 with a 2–1 defeat to Real Madrid at Camp Nou.[141] On 14 May 2016, Barcelona won their sixth La Liga title in eight seasons with a 3–0 win in the final day of the season at Granada[image: External link].[142] On 8 March 2017, Barcelona made the largest comeback in Champions League history in the 2016-17 UEFA Champions League[image: External link] in 2nd Leg, beating Paris Saint-Germain[image: External link] by a score of 6–1 (aggregate score 6–5), despite losing the first leg in France by a score of 4–0.[143]
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 Support




Main article: Supporters of FC Barcelona[image: External link]


The nickname culé for a Barcelona supporter is derived from the Catalan cul (English: arse), as the spectators at the first stadium, Camp de la Indústria[image: External link], sat with their culs over the stand. In Spain, about 25% of the population is said to be Barça sympathisers, second behind Real Madrid, supported by 32% of the population.[144] Throughout Europe, Barcelona is the favourite second-choice club.[145] The club's membership figures have seen a significant increase from 100,000 in the 2003–04 season to 170,000 in September 2009,[146] the sharp rise being attributed to the influence of Ronaldinho and then-president Joan Laporta's media strategy that focused on Spanish and English online media.[147][148]

In addition to membership, as of 2015 there are 1,267 officially registered fan clubs, called penyes, around the world.[149] The fan clubs promote Barcelona in their locality and receive beneficial offers when visiting Barcelona.[150] Among the best supported teams globally, Barcelona has the second highest social media following in the world among sports teams, with over 100 million Facebook fans as of April 2017, just behind Real Madrid.[9][151][152] The club has had many prominent people among its supporters, including Pope John Paul II[image: External link], who was an honorary member, and former prime minister of Spain José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero[image: External link].[153][154] Barcelona has the second highest average attendance of European football clubs only behind Borussia Dortmund[image: External link].[155][156]
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 Club rivalries
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 El Clásico




Main article: El Clásico[image: External link]


There is often a fierce rivalry between the two strongest teams in a national league, and this is particularly the case in La Liga, where the game between Barcelona and Real Madrid is known as El Clásico. From the start of national competitions the clubs were seen as representatives of two rival regions in Spain: Catalonia[image: External link] and Castile[image: External link], as well as of the two cities. The rivalry reflects what many regard as the political and cultural tensions felt between Catalans[image: External link] and the Castilians[image: External link], seen by one author as a re-enactment of the Spanish Civil War[image: External link].[157]

During the dictatorships of Miguel Primo de Rivera[image: External link] (1923–1930) and especially of Francisco Franco[image: External link] (1939–1975), all regional cultures were suppressed. All of the languages spoken in Spanish territory, except Spanish ( Castilian[image: External link]) itself, were officially banned.[158][159] Symbolising the Catalan people's desire for freedom, Barça became 'More than a club' (Més que un club) for the Catalans. According to Manuel Vázquez Montalbán[image: External link], the best way for the Catalans to demonstrate their identity was by joining Barça. It was less risky than joining a clandestine anti-Franco movement, and allowed them to express their dissidence.[160] During Franco's regime, however, the blaugrana team was granted profit due to its good relationship with the dictator at management level, even giving two awards to him.[161]

On the other hand, Real Madrid was widely seen as the embodiment of the sovereign oppressive centralism[image: External link] and the fascist regime at management level and beyond: Santiago Bernabéu[image: External link], the former club president for whom their stadium[image: External link] is named, fought on the Nationalist side[image: External link] during the Spanish Civil War[image: External link].[162][163] During the Spanish Civil War, however, members of both clubs such as Josep Sunyol[image: External link] and Rafael Sánchez Guerra[image: External link] suffered at the hands of Franco supporters.

During the 1950s, the rivalry was exacerbated further when there was a controversy[image: External link] surrounding the transfer of Alfredo Di Stéfano[image: External link], who finally played for Real Madrid and was key to their subsequent success.[164] The 1960s saw the rivalry reach the European stage when they met twice in a controversial knock-out round of the European Cup, with Madrid receiving unfavourable treatment from the referee,[165][166] In 2002, the European encounter between the clubs was dubbed the "Match of The Century" by Spanish media, and Madrid's win was watched by more than 500 million people.[167]
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 El derbi Barceloní




Main article: Derbi barceloní


Barça's local rival has always been Espanyol[image: External link]. Blanc-i-blaus, being one of the clubs granted royal patronage, was founded exclusively by Spanish football fans, unlike the multinational nature of Barça's primary board. The founding message of the club was clearly anti-Barcelona, and they disapprovingly saw FC Barcelona as a team of foreigners.[168] The rivalry was strengthened by what Catalonians saw as a provocative representative of Madrid.[169] Their original ground was in the affluent district of Sarrià[image: External link].[170][171]

Traditionally, Espanyol was seen by the vast majority of Barcelona's citizens as a club which cultivated a kind of compliance to the central authority, in stark contrast to Barça's revolutionary spirit.[172] Also in the 1960s and 1970s, while FC Barcelona acted as an integrating force for Catalonia's new arrivals from poorer regions of Spain expecting to find a better life, Espanyol drew their support mainly from sectors close to the regime[image: External link] such as policemen, military officers, civil servants and career fascists.[173]

In 1918, Espanyol started a counter-petition against autonomy, which at that time had become a pertinent issue.[168] Later on, an Espanyol supporter group would join the Falangists in the Spanish Civil War, siding with the fascists. Despite these differences in ideology, the derbi has always been more relevant to Espanyol supporters than Barcelona ones due to the difference in objectives. In recent years the rivalry has become less political, as Espanyol translated its official name and anthem from Spanish to Catalan.[168]

Though it is the most played local derby in the history of La Liga, it is also the most unbalanced, with Barcelona overwhelmingly dominant[image: External link]. In the primera división league table, Espanyol has only managed to end above Barça on three occasions from 81 seasons (1928–2016) and the only all-Catalan Copa del Rey final was won by Barça in 1957[image: External link]. Espanyol has the consolation of achieving the largest margin win with a 6–0 in 1951, while Barcelona's biggest win was 5–0 on six occasions (in 1933, 1947, 1964, 1975, 1992 and 2016). Espanyol achieved a 2–1 win against Barça during the 2008–09 season, becoming the first team to defeat Barcelona at Camp Nou in their treble-winning season[image: External link].[174]
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 Rivalry with A.C. Milan




Barcelona's rival in European football is Italian club A.C. Milan[image: External link].[175][176][177][178] The team against which Barcelona has played the most matches (19), it is also the second most played match in European competitions, tied with Real Madrid - Juventus and both after Real Madrid - Bayern Munich (24).[179][180] Two of the most successful clubs in Europe, Milan has won seven European Cups to Barça's five, while both clubs have won a record five European Super Cups.[181] Barcelona and Milan have won other continental titles, which make them the second and third most decorated teams in world football, with 20 and 18 titles respectively, both behind Real Madrid's 21.[182]

Barcelona leads the Head-To-Head record with eight wins and five defeats. The first encounter between the two clubs was in the 1959–60 European Cup[image: External link]. They faced off in the round of 16 and Barça won the tie on a 7–1 aggregate score (0–2 in Milan and 5–1 in Barcelona).[183] While Milan had never knocked Barcelona out of the European Cup, they've beaten Johan Cruyff[image: External link]'s Dream Team 4–0 in the 1994 Champions League final[image: External link], despite being the underdogs.[184][185] In 2013, however, Barcelona made a "historic" comeback from a 0–2 first leg defeat in the round of 16 of the 2012–13 Champions League[image: External link], winning 4–0 at the Camp Nou.[186][187]
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 Ownership and finances




Along with Real Madrid, Athletic Bilbao and Osasuna[image: External link], Barcelona is organised as a registered association. Unlike a limited company[image: External link], it is not possible to purchase shares in the club, but only membership.[188] The members of Barcelona, called socis, form an assembly of delegates which is the highest governing body of the club.[189] As of 2016 the club has 140,000 socis.[190]

In 2010, Forbes[image: External link] evaluated Barcelona's worth to be around €752 million (US$1 billion), ranking them fourth after Manchester United, Real Madrid and Arsenal, based on figures from the 2008–09 season.[191][192] According to Deloitte[image: External link], Barcelona had a recorded revenue of €366 million in the same period, ranking second to Real Madrid, who generated €401 million in revenue.[193] In 2013, Forbes magazine ranked Barcelona the third most valuable sports team in the world, behind Real Madrid and Manchester United, with a value of $2.6 billion.[194] In 2014, Forbes ranked them the second most valuable sports team in the world, worth $3.2 billion, and Deloitte ranked them the world's fourth richest football club in terms of revenue, with an annual turnover of €484.6 million.[3][195]
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 Records




For more details on this topic, see List of FC Barcelona records and statistics[image: External link].

Xavi presently holds the team record for most number of total games played (767) and the record number of La Liga appearances (505), Andrés Iniesta comes second with 627 in all competitions and 410 in the League.

Barcelona's all-time highest goalscorer in all competitions (including friendlies) is Lionel Messi with 536 goals, surpassing Paulino Alcántara[image: External link]'s record (369 goals) held for 87 years,[196] as well as being the highest goalscorer in official competitions with 504 goals. He is also the record goalscorer for Barcelona in European (97 goals) and international club competitions (102 goals), and the record league scorer with 347 goals in La Liga. Alongside Messi, three other players[image: External link] have managed to score over 100 league goals at Barcelona: César[image: External link] (190), László Kubala[image: External link] (131) and Samuel Eto'o (108). Josep Samitier[image: External link] is the club's highest goalscorer in the Copa del Rey, with 65 goals.

László Kubala holds La Liga record of most goals scored in one match, with seven goals against Sporting de Gijón[image: External link] in 1952[image: External link].[197] Lionel Messi, with five goals against Bayer Leverkusen[image: External link] in 2012[image: External link], has the Champions League record alongside Luiz Adriano.[198] Eulogio Martínez[image: External link] became Barça's top goalscorer in a cup game, when he scored seven goals against Atlético Madrid[image: External link] in 1957[image: External link].

Barcelona goalkeepers have won a record number of Zamora trophies[image: External link] (20), with Antoni Ramallets[image: External link] and Víctor Valdés[image: External link] winning a record five each. Valdés had a ratio of 0.832 goals-conceded-per-game, a La Liga record,[199] and he also holds the record for longest period without conceding a goal (896 minutes) in all competitions for Barcelona.[200] Claudio Bravo[image: External link] has the record of best unbeaten start in a season in La Liga history (754 minutes).[201][202]

Barcelona's longest serving manager is Jack Greenwell[image: External link], with nine years in two spells (1917–1924) and (1931–1933), and Pep Guardiola[image: External link] is the club's most successful manager (14 trophies in 4 years). The most successful Barcelona players are Andrés Iniesta and Messi (29 trophies), surpassing Xavi (25 trophies).[203]

Barcelona's Camp Nou is the largest[image: External link] stadium in Europe. The club's highest home attendance was 120,000 in a European Cup quarter-final against Juventus[image: External link] on 3 March 1986.[204] The modernisation of Camp Nou during the 1990s and the introduction of all-seater stands[image: External link] means the record will not be broken for the foreseeable future as the current capacity of the stadium is 99,354.[205]

El Barça de les Cinc Copes is the first team in Spanish football to have won five trophies in a single season (1951–1952).[206][207][208] Barcelona is the only club to have played in every season of European competitions since they started in 1955 counting non-UEFA competition Inter Cities Fair Cup.[209][210] On 18 December 2009, alongside being the only Spanish club to achieve the continental treble[image: External link], Barcelona became the first ever football team to complete the sextuple.[211][212] On July 2014, Barcelona signed Luis Suárez[image: External link] from Liverpool for about £75 million, the highest transfer fee in club history without considering Neymar's one which after spanish courts investigations, still in progress, raised up to more than £83 million.[213][214][215] In 2016, the club set a Spanish record for most consecutive games unbeaten in all competitions (39).[139] One year later the record was broken by Real Madrid (40).[216][217]

Barcelona's La Masia[image: External link] is ranked by the International Centre for Sports Studies (CIES) as the second academy that produces more top-level players than any other academy in the world just behind Real Madrid.[218]
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 Crest and colours




The club's original crest was a quartered diamond-shaped crest topped by the Crown of Aragon[image: External link] and the bat of King James[image: External link], and surrounded by two branches, one of a laurel tree and the other a palm.[20] In 1910, the club held a competition among its members to design a new crest. The winner was Carles Comamala[image: External link], who at the time played for the club. Comamala's suggestion became the crest that the club wears today, with some minor variations. The crest consists of the St George Cross[image: External link] in the upper-left corner with the Catalan flag beside it, and the team colours at the bottom.[20]

The blue and red colours of the shirt were first worn in a match against Hispania[image: External link] in 1900.[220] Several competing theories have been put forth for the blue and red design of the Barcelona shirt. The son of the first president, Arthur Witty[image: External link], claimed it was the idea of his father as the colours were the same as the Merchant Taylor's School[image: External link] team. Another explanation, according to author Toni Strubell, is that the colours are from Robespierre's First Republic[image: External link]. In Catalonia the common perception is that the colours were chosen by Joan Gamper and are those of his home team, FC Basel[image: External link].[221] The club's most frequently used change colours have been yellow and orange. An away kit featuring the red and yellow stripes of the flag of Catalonia[image: External link] has also been used.




	































The first kit worn by the club in 1899.[222]







	































Traditional Barcelona uniform since the 1920s.[223]







	































The club used horizontal stripes in the 2015–2016 season only.[224]
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 Kit manufacturers and shirt sponsors




Prior to the 2011–2012 season, Barcelona had a long history of avoiding corporate sponsorship on the playing shirts. On 14 July 2006, the club announced a five-year agreement with UNICEF[image: External link], which includes having the UNICEF logo on their shirts. The agreement had the club donate €1.5 million per year to UNICEF (0.7% of its ordinary income, equal to the UN International Aid Target, cf.[image: External link] ODA[image: External link]) via the FC Barcelona Foundation.[225] The FC Barcelona Foundation is an entity set up in 1994 on the suggestion of then-chairman of the Economical-Statutory Committee, Jaime Gil-Aluja. The idea was to set up a foundation that could attract financial sponsorships to support a non-profit sport company.[226] In 2004, a company could become one of 25 "Honorary members" by contributing between £40,000–60,000 (£55,400–83,100)[227] per year. There are also 48 associate memberships available for an annual fee of £14,000 (£19,400)[227] and an unlimited number of "patronages" for the cost of £4,000 per year (£5,500).[227] It is unclear whether the honorary members have any formal say in club policy, but according to the author Anthony King, it is "unlikely that Honorary Membership would not involve at least some informal influence over the club".[228]

Barcelona ended their refusal of corporate sponsorship prior to the commencement of the 2011–12 season, signing a five-year, €150 million deal with Qatar Sports Investments, that meant the Qatar Foundation[image: External link][229] was on the club's shirt for the 2011–12 and 2012–13 seasons, then replaced by Qatar Airways[image: External link] for the 2013–14 season, the deal allowing for a commercial sponsor logo to replace the charity logo, two years into the six-year deal.[230] The deal with Qatar Airways was extended for one more year in 2016.[231]



	Period
	
Kit manufacturer
	Shirt partner



	1982–1992
	Meyba[image: External link]
	—



	1992–1998
	Kappa[image: External link]



	1998–2006
	Nike



	2006–2011
	UNICEF[image: External link]



	2011–2013
	
Qatar Foundation[image: External link] / UNICEF[image: External link]




	2013–2014
	
Qatar Airways[image: External link] / Intel[image: External link] / UNICEF[image: External link]




	2014–2016
	
Qatar Airways[image: External link] / Intel[image: External link] / UNICEF[image: External link] / Beko[image: External link]




	2016–0000

	
Qatar Airways[image: External link] / Intel[image: External link] / UNICEF[image: External link] / Beko[image: External link] / Gatorade[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Stadia




Main articles: Camp de la Indústria[image: External link], Camp de Les Corts[image: External link], and Camp Nou[image: External link]


Barcelona initially played in the Camp de la Indústria[image: External link]. The capacity was about 6,000, and club officials deemed the facilities inadequate for a club with growing membership.[232]

In 1922, the number of supporters had surpassed 20,000 and by lending money to the club, Barça was able to build the larger Camp de Les Corts[image: External link], which had an initial capacity of 20,000 spectators. After the Spanish Civil War the club started attracting more members and a larger number of spectators at matches. This led to several expansion projects: the grandstand in 1944, the southern stand in 1946, and finally the northern stand in 1950. After the last expansion, Les Corts could hold 60,000 spectators.[233]

After the construction was complete there was no further room for expansion at Les Corts. Back-to-back La Liga titles in 1948 and 1949 and the signing of László Kubala[image: External link] in June 1950, who would later go on to score 196 goals in 256 matches, drew larger crowds to the games.[233][234][235] The club began to make plans for a new stadium.[233] The building of Camp Nou[image: External link] commenced on 28 March 1954, before a crowd of 60,000 Barça fans. The first stone of the future stadium was laid in place under the auspices of Governor Felipe Acedo Colunga and with the blessing of Archbishop of Barcelona Gregorio Modrego. Construction took three years and ended on 24 September 1957 with a final cost of 288 million pesetas[image: External link], 336% over budget.[233]

In 1980, when the stadium was in need of redesign to meet UEFA criteria, the club raised money by offering supporters the opportunity to inscribe their name on the bricks for a small fee. The idea was popular with supporters, and thousands of people paid the fee. Later this became the centre of controversy when media in Madrid picked up reports that one of the stones was inscribed with the name of long-time Real Madrid chairman and Franco[image: External link] supporter Santiago Bernabéu[image: External link].[236][237][238] In preparation for the 1992 Summer Olympics[image: External link] two tiers of seating were installed above the previous roofline.[239] It has a current capacity of 99,354 making it the largest stadium[image: External link] in Europe.[1]

There are also other facilities, which include:[240]


	
Ciutat Esportiva Joan Gamper[image: External link] (FC Barcelona's training ground)

	Masia-Centre de Formació Oriol Tort (Residence of young players)

	
Mini Estadi[image: External link] (Home of the reserve team)

	
Palau Blaugrana[image: External link] (FC Barcelona indoor sports arena)

	Palau Blaugrana 2 (Secondary indoor arena of FC Barcelona)

	Pista de Gel (FC Barcelona ice rink)
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 Honours




See also: List of FC Barcelona records and statistics[image: External link] and FC Barcelona in European football[image: External link]
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 Domestic competitions





	
La Liga[241]





	
Winners (24): 1928–29[image: External link], 1944–45[image: External link], 1947–48[image: External link], 1948–49[image: External link], 1951–52[image: External link], 1952–53[image: External link], 1958–59[image: External link], 1959–60[image: External link], 1973–74[image: External link], 1984–85[image: External link], 1990–91[image: External link], 1991–92[image: External link], 1992–93[image: External link], 1993–94[image: External link], 1997–98[image: External link], 1998–99[image: External link], 2004–05[image: External link], 2005–06[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link], 2009–10[image: External link], 2010–11[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]





	
Copa del Rey[image: External link][242]





	
Winners (28) – record: 1909–10[image: External link], 1911–12[image: External link], 1912–13[image: External link], 1919–20[image: External link], 1921–22[image: External link], 1924–25[image: External link], 1925–26[image: External link], 1927–28[image: External link], 1941–42[image: External link], 1950–51[image: External link], 1951–52[image: External link], 1952–53[image: External link], 1956–57[image: External link], 1958–59[image: External link], 1962–63[image: External link], 1967–68[image: External link], 1970–71[image: External link], 1977–78[image: External link], 1980–81[image: External link], 1982–83[image: External link], 1987–88[image: External link], 1989–90[image: External link], 1996–97[image: External link], 1997–98[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link], 2011–12[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]





	
Supercopa de España[243]





	
Winners (12) – record: 1983[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2009, 2010, 2011[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]





	
Copa Eva Duarte[image: External link][244][245][note 2]





	
Winners (3) – record: 1948, 1952, 1953




	
Copa de la Liga[image: External link][246]





	
Winners (2) – record: 1982–83[image: External link], 1985–86[image: External link]
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 European competitions





	
European Cup / UEFA Champions League[247]





	
Winners (5): 1991–92[image: External link], 2005–06[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link], 2010–11[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link]





	
European Super Cup / UEFA Super Cup[248]





	
Winners (5) – shared record: 1992[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link]





	
European Cup Winners' Cup / UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link][249]





	
Winners (4) – record: 1978–79[image: External link], 1981–82[image: External link], 1988–89[image: External link], 1996–97[image: External link]





	
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup[image: External link][250]





	
Winners (3) – record: 1955–58[image: External link], 1958–60[image: External link], 1965–66[image: External link]
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 Worldwide competitions





	
FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link][251]





	
Winners (3) – record: 2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link]
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 Players




Main article: List of FC Barcelona players[image: External link]


For a list of all former and current FC Barcelona players with a Wikipedia article, see Category:FC Barcelona players[image: External link].

Spanish teams are limited to three players without EU citizenship. The squad list includes only the principal nationality of each player; several non-European players on the squad have dual citizenship with an EU country. Also, players from the ACP countries[image: External link]—countries in Africa, the Caribbean, and the Pacific that are signatories to the Cotonou Agreement[image: External link]—are not counted against non-EU quotas due to the Kolpak ruling[image: External link].

Further information: 2015–16 FC Barcelona season § Squad information[image: External link]
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 Current squad





	
As of 31 August 2016[252][253]




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	1
	
	GK
	Marc-André ter Stegen[image: External link]



	3
	
	DF
	Gerard Piqué



	4
	
	MF
	Ivan Rakitić[image: External link]



	5
	
	MF
	Sergio Busquets (3rd captain)



	6
	
	MF
	Denis Suárez[image: External link]



	7
	
	MF
	Arda Turan[image: External link]



	8
	
	MF
	Andrés Iniesta (captain)



	9
	
	FW
	Luis Suárez[image: External link]



	10
	
	FW
	Lionel Messi (vice-captain)



	11
	
	FW
	Neymar



	12
	
	MF
	Rafinha[image: External link]





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	13
	
	GK
	Jasper Cillessen[image: External link]



	14
	
	DF
	Javier Mascherano[image: External link] (4th captain)



	17
	
	FW
	Paco Alcácer[image: External link]



	18
	
	DF
	Jordi Alba[image: External link]



	19
	
	DF
	Lucas Digne[image: External link]



	20
	
	MF
	Sergi Roberto[image: External link]



	21
	
	MF
	André Gomes[image: External link]



	22
	
	DF
	Aleix Vidal[image: External link]



	23
	
	DF
	Samuel Umtiti[image: External link]



	24
	
	DF
	Jérémy Mathieu[image: External link]



	25
	
	GK
	Jordi Masip[image: External link]
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 Out on loan




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	—
	
	GK
	Jokin Ezkieta (at Sabadell[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	GK
	Adrián Ortolá[image: External link] (at Alavés[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	DF
	Enric Franquesa (at Gavà[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	DF
	Lucas Gafarot[image: External link] (at Cornellà[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	DF
	Xavi Quintillà (at Lleida[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	DF
	Diawandou Diagne[image: External link] (at Eupen[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	—
	
	DF
	Douglas[image: External link] (at Sporting Gijón[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	DF
	Thomas Vermaelen[image: External link] (at Roma[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	MF
	Sergi Samper[image: External link] (at Granada[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	MF
	Juan Cámara[image: External link] (at Girona[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	FW
	Cristian Tello[image: External link] (at Fiorentina[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	—
	
	FW
	Munir[image: External link] (at Valencia[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)










[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personnel
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 Current technical staff




See also: List of FC Barcelona managers[image: External link]




	Position
	Staff



	Head coach
	Luis Enrique[image: External link]



	Assistant manager
	Juan Carlos Unzué[image: External link]



	Second manager
	Robert Moreno



	Auxiliary coach
	Joan Barbarà[image: External link]



	Fitness coach
	Rafel Pol

Edu Pons

Francesc Cos

Paco Seirullo



	Goalkeeping coach
	José Ramón de la Fuente[image: External link]



	Head of international scouting
	Ariedo Braida



	Head of national scouting
	Carles Rexach[image: External link]



	Scoutings
	Isidre Ramón

Jesús Casas

Jordi Melero

Jaume Torras



	Physiotherapist
	Jaume Munill

Juanjo Brau

Xavi López

Xavi Linde



	Psychologist
	Joaquín Valdés



	Doctor
	Ramón Canal

Ricard Pruna

Daniel Medina



	Team liaison
	Carles Naval



	Director of football
	Albert Soler



	Academy director
	Jordi Roura[image: External link]



	
B team[image: External link] coach
	Gerard López[image: External link]



	Secretary
	Jordi Calsamiglia



	Treasurer
	Enrique Tombas



	Vice secretary
	Maria Teixidor



	Technical secretary of the football first team
	Robert Fernández



	Technical secretary of professional youth football
	Josep Segura





Last updated: 11 July 2015

Source: [254]
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 Board members




See also: List of FC Barcelona presidents[image: External link]




	Office
	Name



	President
	Josep Maria Bartomeu[image: External link]



	President Commission
	Ramon Adell



	Vice-president of economic and strategic area
	Javier Faus



	Vice-president of social area
	Jordi Cardoner



	Vice-president of institutional area
	Carles Vilarrubí



	Vice-president of sports area
	Jordi Mestre



	Vice-president of media and communication area
	Manel Arroyo



	Treasurer
	Susana Monje



	Board secretary
	Antoni Freixa



	Director of sports area (Medical area)
	Jordi Monés



	Director of sports area (Football)
	Josep Ramon Vidal



	Director of sports area (Basketball)
	Joan Bladé



	Director of sports area (Futsal)
	Javier Bordas



	Director of sports area (Youth football)
	Ramon Cierco Noguer



	Director of social area and sports area (Handball)
	Eduard Coll



	Director of social area
	Ramon Pont



	Director of social area
	Pilar Guinovart



	Director of economic and strategic area
	Jordi Moix



	Director of economic and strategic area
	Silvio Elías



	Director of technology area
	Dídac Lee[image: External link]





Last updated: 23 January 2014

Source: FC Barcelona[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of fan-owned sports teams[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Pronounced [ˈbar.sə][image: External link].


	
^ The Copa Eva Duarte was only recognised and organised with that name by the RFEF from 1947 until 1953, and therefore Barcelona's "Copa de Oro Argentina" win of 1945 is not included in this count.
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Paris Saint-Germain F.C.





"Paris Saint-Germain" redirects here. For other uses, see Paris Saint-Germain (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Paris Saint-Germain Football Club, commonly known as Paris Saint-Germain (French pronunciation: ​[paʁi sɛ̃ ʒɛʁmɛ̃][image: External link]) and familiarly as PSG or Paris SG, is a French sports club[image: External link] founded in 1970, and based in the city of Paris[image: External link] in France[image: External link]. The club is most notable for its professional football team, which plays in the highest tier[image: External link] of French football[image: External link], the Ligue 1.[1]

The Parc des Princes has been the home ground of Paris Saint-Germain since 1974.[2] PSG is France's most successful football club[image: External link] in terms of trophies won, with 32.[3] Domestically, the Parisians have won six Ligue 1 titles, a record ten French Cups, a record seven French League Cups, six French Super Cups[image: External link] and one Ligue 2[image: External link] title. In international club football, they have won one UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] and one UEFA Intertoto Cup[image: External link].[4]

Paris SG is also the only club to have never been relegated from Ligue 1,[5] one of only two French clubs to have won a major European title[image: External link],[6] and the most popular football club in France.[7] Moreover, the Red-and-Blues have a long-standing rivalry with Olympique de Marseille[image: External link]. The duo contest French football's most notorious match, known as Le Classique.[8]

Oryx Qatar Sports Investments[image: External link] (QSi) has been the club's owner since 2011.[9] The takeover made Paris Saint-Germain not only the richest club in France but one of the wealthiest in the world.[10] The club has other departments for youth football[image: External link],[11] women's football[image: External link],[12] handball[image: External link],[13] and eSports[image: External link].[14]
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 History




Main article: History of Paris Saint-Germain F.C.[image: External link]


Towards the end of the 1960s, an ambitious group of businessmen decided to create a major club in the French capital.[2] After a petition was signed by 20,000 people, Paris Saint-Germain Football Club were founded in 1970 with the merger of Paris FC[image: External link] and Stade Saint-Germain[image: External link] (the latter team having existed since 1904).[6]

The Parisians won the Ligue 2 title[image: External link] in their inaugural season and celebrated their first birthday in Ligue 1.[1] PSG has never formally been relegated from Ligue 1. However, the club split into two in 1972.[5] Paris FC continued life in the top-flight[image: External link],[1] while PSG had to restart in Division 3[image: External link].[5] PSG returned to Ligue 1 in 1974, ironically the same year that Paris FC were relegated,[1] and moved into the Parc des Princes.[2] Since then, PSG has always played in Ligue 1.[1]

The club's trophy cabinet welcomed its first major silverware in the shape of the French Cup in 1981–82[image: External link]. The following season, Paris SG made it back-to-back cups. Manager Gérard Houllier[image: External link] then led the club to their maiden league success in 1985–86[image: External link], with Safet Sušić[image: External link] pulling the strings in midfield.[2] But competition for recognition as the capital's No1 sporting entity came from Matra Racing[image: External link] between 1984 and 1989, and PSG went into decline.[6]

The takeover by broadcaster Canal+[image: External link] in 1991 revitalised the club.[6] The Red-and-Blues entered their 'Golden Era' following the buyout and an avalanche of trophies followed.[15] PSG's crowning glory came with triumph in the 1996 UEFA Cup Winners' Cup Final[image: External link].[2] Domestically, PSG celebrated their second league title in 1994, three French Cups, two French League Cups and two French Super Cup[image: External link].[16]

PSG launched the new millennium by claiming the 2001 UEFA Intertoto Cup[image: External link], followed by three French Cups and one League Cup.[17] Cup successes notwithstanding, the 2000s were tough for PSG, who flirted with relegation on occasion.[2] After two years of solid progress and stability,[18] the club was purchased by Oryx Qatar Sports Investments[image: External link] (QSi) in 2011.[6] QSi pledged to form a team capable of winning the UEFA Champions League and making the club France's biggest name.[18] Reinforced by the likes of Carlo Ancelotti[image: External link] and Zlatan Ibrahimović, PSG secured the club's first Ligue 1 title in 19 years, and third overall in 2012–13.[19]

Ancelotti left but the titles kept coming under Laurent Blanc[image: External link]. In 2013–14, the Red-and-Blues clinched a maiden national treble (Ligue 1, French League Cup and French Super Cup).[20] Paris SG then left their mark on French and European football in 2014–15 and 2015–16.[21][22] The club claimed an unprecedented national quadruple twice in a row (Ligue 1, French Cup, French League Cup and French Super Cup).[23][24]
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 Club identity







"Certainly one of few professional football shirts to have been designed by a great fashion designer (Daniel Hechter[image: External link]), the jersey of our club - recognizable between 1000 - is blue with a red central band framed by white edgings. This is PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN: in France or in Europe, it is by this shirt that we are identified."





— PSG fans protest against the 2009–10 shirt in a joint statement in the summer of 2009.[25]


Red, blue and white are the traditional colours of Paris Saint-Germain. The red and blue represent the city of Paris[image: External link], while the white stands for the nearby commune[image: External link] of Saint-Germain-en-Laye[image: External link].[26] PSG has always stand for both Paris and nearby Saint-Germain-en-Laye.[16]

In the club's crest, the French capital is represented by the Eiffel Tower in red and the blue background. For its part, the white cradle with the white fleur de lys[image: External link] on top is a hint to the coat of arms[image: External link] of Saint-Germain-en-Laye and to French royalty[image: External link]. In France, white is the colour of royalty and the fleur de lys is a royal symbol. The cradle and the fleur de lys also recall that French King Louis XIV[image: External link] was born in Saint Germain-en-Laye in 1638.[26]

Likewise, PSG's home shirt has always featured the three colours of the club. The three main home jerseys worn by Paris SG throughout its history have been predominantly red, blue or white. The club's first shirt was red, while the other two were predominantly blue (« Hechter shirt ») and white. However, all three have included the remaining two colours, as well as with further variations of the home jersey.[25]

"Allez Paris!" ("Go Paris!"),[27] "Paris est magique!" ("Paris is magic!"),[28] and "Ici, c'est Paris!" ("Here is Paris!") have historically been the club's most popular mottos.[29] More recently, PSG introduced its official anthem and mascot. In commemoration of its 40th anniversary in 2010, the capital club revived its Tournoi de Paris[image: External link] pre-season competition.[30] Ahead of the tournament, PSG unveiled « Allez Paris Saint-Germain », to the tune of "Go West[image: External link]" by Village People[image: External link], and Germain the Lynx as the club's anthem and mascot, respectively.[31] « Ville Lumière », to the tune of "Flower of Scotland[image: External link]", is considered a club anthem as well.[27]
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 Crest




The first crest of the club, also known as Paris FC[image: External link] logo, surfaced in 1970 and was used during the following two seasons.[32] It featured a ball and a vessel, two powerful symbols of Paris[image: External link].[33] After the split from Paris FC in 1972, Paris Saint-Germain created their historic crest, known as the Eiffel Tower logo.[32]

The Eiffel Tower logo finally represented both Paris and Saint-Germain-en-Laye[image: External link]. It mainly consisted of a blue background with the Eiffel Tower in red. But between the tower's legs sat two Saint-Germain-en-Laye symbols in white: Louis XIV[image: External link]'s cradle and a fleur de lys[image: External link].[33]

According to former PSG manager Robert Vicot[image: External link], club president Daniel Hechter[image: External link] introduced the Eiffel Tower in the crest. However, it was a draftsman called Mr. Vallot who had the idea of placing the birthplace of Louis XIV between the legs of the tower.[34]

Former Paris SG shareholder Canal+[image: External link] was the first to replace the iconic crest in 1994. The new model had the acronym "PSG" and underneath it "Paris Saint-Germain." Under pressure from supporters, the traditional crest returned in 1995.[33]

The Eiffel Tower crest received a makeover in 2013. PSG president Nasser Al-Khelaifi approved a renovated and modern design.[35] PSG shareholder Oryx Qatar Sports Investments[image: External link] (QSi) wanted to take full advantage of the city's global appeal and the new crest clearly brought to the fore the name "PARIS," which is written in large bold letters. On top of that, the cradle which marked the birth of Louis XIV was discarded and in place the fleur de lys sits solely under the Eiffel Tower. Additionally, the founding year 1970 made way with "Saint-Germain" taking its place at the bottom.[36]
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 Home shirt






	Period
	Kit manufacturer
	Shirt partner



	1970–1972
	Le Coq Sportif[image: External link]
	—



	1972–1973
	Montreal[image: External link]



	1973–1974
	Canada Dry[image: External link]



	1974–1975
	RTL[image: External link]



	1975–1976
	Kopa[image: External link]



	1976–1977
	Le Coq Sportif[image: External link]



	1977–1978
	Pony[image: External link]



	1978–1986
	Le Coq Sportif[image: External link]



	1986–1988
	Adidas[image: External link]
	
RTL[image: External link]

Canal+[image: External link]




	1988–1989
	
RTL[image: External link]

La Cinq[image: External link]




	1989–1990
	Nike
	
RTL[image: External link]

TDK[image: External link]




	1990–1991
	
RTL[image: External link]

Alain Afflelou[image: External link]




	1991–1992
	
Commodore[image: External link]

Müller[image: External link]




	1992–1994
	
Commodore[image: External link]

Tourtel[image: External link]




	1994–1995
	
SEAT[image: External link]

Tourtel[image: External link]




	1995–2002
	Opel[image: External link]



	2002–2006
	Thomson[image: External link]



	2006–
	Emirates[image: External link]




Led by coach Pierre Phelipon[image: External link] and star Jean Djorkaeff[image: External link], the newly formed Paris Saint-Germain disembarked in Ligue 2[image: External link] in 1970, wearing a red shirt.[25] The jersey also featured a blue and white collar to bring together the three colours of the club: the red and blue of Paris[image: External link], and the white of Saint-Germain-en-Laye[image: External link]. The shirt was further complemented by white shorts and blue socks.[32]

After Paris Saint-Germain and Paris FC[image: External link] split into two at the end of the 1971–72 season, PSG assumed amateur status and had to restart in Division 3[image: External link], sporting an identical red shirt. Not for long, though. Paris SG's iconic jersey was conceived by Daniel Hechter[image: External link], a great Parisian couturier who became club president in 1973.[25]

The fashion designer later admitted his creation was indirectly influenced by Ajax[image: External link]'s shirt. Nicknamed « Hechter shirt », it is blue with a red central and vertical band framed by white edgings. The famous jersey was first used in 1973–74, becoming PSG's home identity until the 1980s.[25]

For PSG fans, the blue-white-red-white-blue shirt is that of the five European Cup semi-finals in a row from 1993 to 1997, the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] victory in 1995–96[image: External link], the memorable European nights against Barcelona, Liverpool[image: External link], Steaua Bucharest[image: External link], and later Rosenborg[image: External link], Porto[image: External link] or Twente[image: External link].[25]



	
































Red shirt








	
































« Hechter shirt »








	
































White shirt












The « Hechter shirt » also represents Raí[image: External link]'s tears after his last match with the club in 1998, Ronaldinho's dribbling, the (first) eight consecutive wins against Olympique de Marseille[image: External link] between 2002 and 2004, Pauleta's goal celebrations, the cup titles in the 2000s, as well as the struggles to avoid relegation to Ligue 2 in 2006–07 and 2007–08.[25]

Promoted by club president Francis Borelli[image: External link], the away white shirt became PSG's new home jersey from the 1982 to 1994. Conversely, the « Hechter shirt » became the away outfit. More than with the Hechter's shirt, Safet Sušić[image: External link], Luis Fernández[image: External link], Dominique Bathenay[image: External link] and other players who left their mark on the capital side in the 1980s are associated with the white jersey decorated with a red and blue stripe on the left side.[25]

It was with the white shirt that fans saw the first big Paris SG, which won its first French Cup in 1981–82[image: External link], experienced its first European campaign the following year (eliminated by Belgian club Waterschei[image: External link] in the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] quarter-finals), clinched a second French Cup in 1982–83[image: External link], and then won its first Ligue 1 title in 1985–86[image: External link].[25]

The « Hechter shirt » returned in 1994–95 and remained as home shirt until the summer of 2009, albeit with several modifications to the original Hechter design by kit supplier Nike along the way. In 2001–02 and 2009–10, fans protested against Nike's innovations. PSG's iconic jersey made a short comeback in 2011–12, before reappearing in 2015–16.[25]
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 Grounds
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 Parc des Princes




Main article: Parc des Princes


The Parc des Princes (French pronunciation: ​[paʁk de pʁɛ̃s][image: External link], literally "Princes’ Park" in English) is an all-seater[image: External link] football stadium[image: External link] in Paris[image: External link], France[image: External link].[37] The venue is located in the south-west of the French capital,[38] inside the 16th arrondissement of Paris[image: External link], in the immediate vicinity of the Stade Jean-Bouin[image: External link] (rugby venue) and within walking distance from the Stade Roland Garros[image: External link] (tennis venue).[37]

The stadium, with a seating capacity[image: External link] of 48,583 spectators,[39] has been the home pitch of Paris Saint-Germain since 1974. Before the opening of the Stade de France[image: External link] in 1998, it was also the home arena of the French national football[image: External link] and rugby union[image: External link] teams.[40] The Parc des Princes pitch is surrounded by four covered all-seater stands, officially known as the Présidentielle Francis Borelli[image: External link], Auteuil, Paris and Boulogne Stands.[41]

Conceived by architect Roger Taillibert[image: External link], the current version of the Parc des Princes officially opened on 4 June 1972,[16] at a cost of 80–150 million francs[image: External link].[42] The stadium is the third to have been built on the site, the first opening its doors in 1897 and the second following in 1932.[38]

PSG registered its record home attendance in 1983, when 49,575 spectators witnessed the club's 2–0 win over Waterschei[image: External link] in the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] quarter-finals.[43] However, the French national rugby team[image: External link] holds the stadium's absolute attendance record. They defeated Wales[image: External link] 31–12 in the 1989 Five Nations Championship[image: External link] in front of 50,370 spectators.[44]
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 Camp des Loges




Main article: Camp des Loges[image: External link]


The Camp des Loges[image: External link], also known as the Ooredoo[image: External link] Training Centre for sponsorship reasons,[45] is a sports complex[image: External link] located in Saint-Germain-en-Laye[image: External link].[46] The current version of the Camp des Loges officially opened on 4 November 2008.[47] It is the second to have been built on the site, the first opening its doors in 1904.[46]

The sports complex has been the training centre of Paris Saint-Germain since the club's foundation in 1970, as well as playing host to the Paris Saint-Germain Academy[image: External link] since its opening on 4 November 1975.[46] In July 2016, PSG chose Poissy as the site of its future performance centre, which is scheduled to open at the start of the 2019–20 season.[48]
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 Stade Municipal Georges Lefèvre




Main article: Stade Municipal Georges Lefèvre[image: External link]


The Stade Municipal Georges Lefèvre[image: External link] is a sports complex[image: External link] located on Président-Kennedy avenue in the forest of Saint-Germain-en-Laye[image: External link], just across the street from Paris Saint-Germain's training centre, the Camp des Loges[image: External link].[49]

The complex's main football stadium, with a seating capacity of 2,164 spectators,[49] was the home pitch of PSG until 1974,[18] when the club moved into the Parc des Princes.[2] Currently, the stadium — as well as the other artificial turf and grass football pitches of the complex — hosts training sessions and home matches for the Paris Saint-Germain Academy[image: External link].[49]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Support




Paris Saint-Germain is the most popular football club in France ahead of arch-rivals Olympique de Marseille[image: External link].[7] Former French President[image: External link] Nicolas Sarkozy[image: External link] is one of the club's most prominent supporters.[28] Since the emergence of the Boulogne Boys in the 1980s, PSG fan groups or ultras have been linked to football hooliganism[image: External link].[50]

PSG's Boulogne Boys, considered one of the oldest hooligan groups in France,[51] took their British neighbours as dubious role models. In contrast to the post- Heysel[image: External link] clampdown in Britain, the violence escalated in the early 1990s. PSG owner Canal+[image: External link], France's premium pay channel, even tried to break up the Boulogne Boys without success.[50]

The feared French riot police[image: External link] were expelled by the Boulogne Boys and other minor fan groups in the Boulogne stand during a game against Caen in 1993. Incidents occurred wherever PSG travelled, and only multiplied with the emergence of the Supras Auteuil in the Autueil stand as a rival to Boulogne's hegemony.[50]

Things came to a head in February 2010 shortly after Marseille beat PSG 3-0 at Parc des Princes.[52] PSG supporter Yann Lorence was involved in a violent exchange outside the Parc des Princes between the Boulogne Boys and their counterparts in the Auteuil stand at the other end of the stadium.[50]

The 37-year-old was left in a critical condition and hospitalised but was pronounced clinically dead the following month because of the injuries he sustained that night. Lorence's death forced then PSG president Robin Leproux[image: External link] to take action to avoid the risk of a repeat event in future. Therefore, all season tickets at Parc des Princes were revoked and all ultra groups were exiled in what was known as "Plan Leproux."[52] The incident led to the dissolution of the Supras Auteuil that same year.[53]

The death of Yann Lorence was not even the first in recent memory. Julien Quemener, a Boulogne Boys member, was shot dead by an off-duty policeman during violence following PSG's UEFA Cup tie with Hapoel Tel Aviv[image: External link] in November 2006.[50] During the 2008 Coupe de la Ligue Final[image: External link], the Boulogne Boys also unfurled a banner which referred to Lens[image: External link] fans as incestuous, jobless paedophiles. The episode led to the dissolution of the Boulogne Boys.[51]

Before "Plan Leproux" came into effect, Parc des Princes was one of the most intimidating stadiums to visit in Europe.[52] Since then, the club has paid the price both in its pocket and in terms of atmosphere, with one of Ligue 1's most feared venues now subdued.[50] However, the ultras are slowly returning. In late October 2016, the club and the Paris Ultras Collective (CUP) first agreed a Parc des Princes return for PSG's 0-0 home draw with Marseille in Le Classique.[52]
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 Rivalries




Main article: Le Classique


Paris Saint-Germain shares an intense rivalry with Olympique de Marseille[image: External link]; matches between the two teams are referred to as Le Classique (French pronunciation: ​[lə klasik][image: External link], The Classic).[54] PSG vs. OM is considered France's biggest rivalry,[54] and one of the greatest in club football.[55] At the very least, it is France's most violent. Important security measures are taken to prevent confrontations between the fans, but violent episodes still often occur when the duo meet.[54]

PSG and l'OM remain, along with Saint-Étienne[image: External link], the only French clubs with a big history pre-millennium. The duo are the only two French clubs to have won major European trophies[image: External link] and were the dominant forces in the land prior to the emergence of Olympique Lyonnais at the start of the millennium.[8] They are also the two most popular clubs in France, and the most followed French clubs outside the country. Both teams are at or near the top of the attendance lists every year as well.[54]

Like all the game's major rivalries, PSG vs. OM extends beyond the pitch.[8] The fixture has a historical, cultural and social importance that makes it more than just a football match.[54] It involves the two largest cities in France:[8] the upper class in Paris[image: External link] against the working class in Marseille[image: External link], capital against province and north against south.[54]
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 Tournoi de Paris




Main article: Tournoi de Paris[image: External link]


Paris Saint-Germain has hosted the Tournoi de Paris[image: External link], also known as Trophée de Paris, at the Parc des Princes since 1975. The competition was founded in 1957 by former hosts Racing Paris[image: External link] to celebrate their 25h anniversary. Since the tournament's inception, the winners have received different trophies.[56][57]

Regarded as French football's most prestigious friendly tournament,[56] the Tournoi de Paris was held annually each summer between 1957 and 1966 by Racing Paris. It briefly returned in 1973 with new hosts Paris FC[image: External link].[58] In 1975, current hosts Paris Saint-Germain successfully relaunched the competition. After an almost uninterrupted 18-year spell (the 1990 edition was not held),[56] PSG abandoned the tournament in 1993 for financial reasons.[59]

However, PSG revived the Tournoi de Paris in 2010 to commemorate its 40th anniversary.[30] From 1957 to 1993, four teams (including the hosts) played in a knockout format. The tournament featured two semi-finals, a third-place play-off, and a final.[60] Modeled off Arsenal[image: External link]'s Emirates Cup[image: External link], the competition switched to a group-stage format in 2010.[58] Not held in 2011, it was renamed Trophée de Paris in 2012, and featured a single prestigious match. This was the tournament's last edition to date.[61]

Brazilian team Vasco da Gama[image: External link] won the inaugural Tournoi de Paris in 1957, while Barcelona won the last edition in 2012.[61] Paris Saint-Germain is the most successful club in the competition's history, having lifted the trophy on seven occasions.[56] Belgian outfit Anderlecht is next on the title count with three, while fellow French club Racing Paris and Brazilian sides Santos[image: External link] and Fluminense[image: External link] are the only other teams to have won the competition more than once. PSG arch-rivals Olympique de Marseille[image: External link] is among a group of clubs to have won the tournament once.[60]
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 Ownership and finances




Presided over by a group of wealthy businessmen,[18] including Pierre-Étienne Guyot[image: External link], Guy Crescent[image: External link] and Henri Patrelle[image: External link],[1] Paris Saint-Germain was formed in 1970. The capital club grew at an astounding pace early, claiming the Ligue 2[image: External link] title in its first year of existence.[18] However, PSG has rarely been profitable.[62]

In 1973, president Henri Patrelle, looking for new backing, made way for Daniel Hechter[image: External link] and the club attained professional status.[1] In January 1978, Hechter was banned for life from football by the French Football Federation[image: External link] following the scandal of double ticketing at the Parc des Princes. Francis Borelli[image: External link] replaced him as club president.[63]

A decade later, PSG were again looking for new backers to confront mounting debts.[15] The takeover by broadcaster Canal+[image: External link] in 1991 revitalised the club.[6] Canal+ managed the club through delegated-president Michel Denisot[image: External link].[15] In 1998, Paris SG went into decline following years of mismanagement and eventually, a split from owners Canal+ became inevitable.[18]

The divorce arrived in 2006 after years of underachievement. Canal+ sold PSG to investment firms Colony Capital[image: External link], Butler Capital Partners[image: External link] and Morgan Stanley[image: External link] for €41m.[64] Colony Capital purchased the majority of Butler Capital Partners' shares in 2008, though the latter retained a 5% stake in the club.[65] Colony Capital then bought out Morgan Stanley's shares in 2009 to become 95% owners,[66] but it wasn't until 2011 that PSG finally restored a sense of balance.[18]

After two years of solid progress and stability under the stewardship of president Robin Leproux[image: External link],[18] the club was purchased by Oryx Qatar Sports Investments[image: External link] (QSi) in 2011.[6] QSi chairman Nasser Al-Khelaifi became PSG's new president.[67][68]

QSi bought a controlling 70% of the shares and became the majority shareholder of PSG. Colony Capital (29%) and Butler Capital Partners (1%) remained minority shareholders.[9] The deal was worth €50m, which covered an estimated €15–20m in debt and €19m in losses from the 2010–11 season.[68] In 2012, QSI purchased the remaining 30% stake for €30m to become the club's sole shareholder.[9]

The takeover made Paris Saint-Germain not only the richest club in France but one of the wealthiest in the world.[10] Prior to the Qatar buyout PSG had recorded losses for over a decade. The year before, the club recorded a loss of $37m.[62] Currently, PSG has the sixth-highest revenue in the footballing world[image: External link] with an annual revenue of €520.9m,[69] and are the world's thirteenth most valuable football club[image: External link], worth $814m.[70]
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 Honours




See also: List of Paris Saint-Germain F.C. records and statistics and List of Paris Saint-Germain F.C. seasons[image: External link]



	
As of the 2016–17 season.[4]
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 National titles





	
Ligue 1

	
Winners (6): 1985–86[image: External link], 1993–94[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]









	
Ligue 2[image: External link]

	
Winners (1): 1970–71[image: External link]









	
Coupe de France

	
Winners (10) – Record: 1981–82[image: External link], 1982–83[image: External link], 1992–93[image: External link], 1994–95[image: External link], 1997–98[image: External link], 2003–04[image: External link], 2005–06[image: External link], 2009–10[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]









	
Coupe de la Ligue

	
Winners (7) – Record: 1994–95[image: External link], 1997–98[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link], 2013–14, 2014–15, 2015–16, 2016–17[image: External link]









	
Trophée des Champions[image: External link]

	
Winners (6): 1995[image: External link], 1998[image: External link], 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016[image: External link]
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 International titles





	
UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link]

	
Winners (1): 1995–96[image: External link]









	
UEFA Intertoto Cup[image: External link]

	
Winners (1): 2001[image: External link]
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 Players





	
As of the 2016–17 season.[71]
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 First-team squad




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	1
	
	GK
	Kevin Trapp[image: External link]



	2
	
	DF
	Thiago Silva[image: External link] (captain)



	3
	
	DF
	Presnel Kimpembe[image: External link]



	4
	
	MF
	Grzegorz Krychowiak[image: External link]



	5
	
	DF
	Marquinhos[image: External link]



	6
	
	MF
	Marco Verratti[image: External link]



	7
	
	MF
	Lucas Moura



	8
	
	MF
	Thiago Motta (vice-captain)



	9
	
	FW
	Edinson Cavani[image: External link]



	10
	
	MF
	Javier Pastore



	11
	
	MF
	Ángel Di María



	12
	
	DF
	Thomas Meunier[image: External link]



	14
	
	MF
	Blaise Matuidi





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	15
	
	FW
	Gonçalo Guedes[image: External link]



	16
	
	GK
	Alphonse Areola[image: External link]



	17
	
	DF
	Maxwell



	18
	
	MF
	Giovani Lo Celso[image: External link]



	19
	
	DF
	Serge Aurier[image: External link]



	20
	
	DF
	Layvin Kurzawa



	21
	
	MF
	Hatem Ben Arfa[image: External link]



	23
	
	MF
	Julian Draxler[image: External link]



	24
	
	MF
	Christopher Nkunku[image: External link]



	25
	
	MF
	Adrien Rabiot



	29
	
	FW
	Jean-Kévin Augustin[image: External link]



	40
	
	GK
	Rémy Descamps



	—
	
	FW
	Odsonne Édouard[image: External link]
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 Out on loan




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	
	
	GK
	Salvatore Sirigu (at Osasuna[image: External link])



	
	
	DF
	Youssouf Sabaly[image: External link] (at Bordeaux[image: External link])



	
	
	MF
	Jonathan Ikoné[image: External link] (at Montpellier[image: External link])



	
	
	MF
	Romain Habran[image: External link] (at Boulogne[image: External link])





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	
	
	FW
	Jean-Christophe Bahebeck[image: External link] (at Pescara[image: External link])



	
	
	FW
	Jesé[image: External link] (at Las Palmas[image: External link])



	
	
	FW
	Wilfried Kanga (at US Créteil-Lusitanos[image: External link])
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 Former players




See also: List of Paris Saint-Germain F.C. players[image: External link], List of Paris Saint-Germain F.C. players (25–99 appearances)[image: External link], and List of Paris Saint-Germain F.C. players (1–24 appearances)[image: External link]
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 Club officials




See also: List of Paris Saint-Germain F.C. presidents[image: External link] and List of Paris Saint-Germain F.C. managers[image: External link]
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 Board members






	President
	Nasser Al-Khelaifi



	General Manager
	Jean-Claude Blanc[image: External link]



	Administration and finances
	Philippe Boindreux



	Commercial activities
	Frédéric Longuépée



	Director of football
	Patrick Kluivert[image: External link]



	Sporting director
	Olivier Létang[image: External link]



	Association president
	Benoît Rousseau




Source: LFP.fr[image: External link]
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 Technical staff






	Manager
	Unai Emery[image: External link]



	Assistant managers
	
Juan Carlos Carcedo[image: External link]

Zoumana Camara[image: External link]

Pablo Villanueva



	Goalkeeping coach
	Nicolas Dehon[image: External link]



	Head doctors
	Éric Rolland

Laurent Aumont




Source: PSG.fr[image: External link]
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 Other departments
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 Football
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 Youth system




Main article: Paris Saint-Germain Academy[image: External link]


Since the academy's inception in 1974, many graduates have gone on to sign professional contracts with Paris SG or other clubs. Recognized by the French Football Federation[image: External link] as one of the best in the country, the PSG Academy holds a Category 1, Class A rating,[11] and has been ranked best youth club in the 1988–89, 2010–11, 2012–13 and 2013–14 seasons.[72]

The academy consists of three teams: the CFA team, the U19 team, and the U17 team. They train at the Camp des Loges[image: External link], while the Stade Municipal Georges Lefèvre[image: External link] is their home ground. Domestically, the teams have won four U19 league titles, three Paris Cups[image: External link], two U17 league titles, one Gambardella Cup[image: External link] and one U16 league title. In international club football, the U19 side reached the final of the UEFA Youth League[image: External link] in the 2015–16 edition[image: External link].[11]
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 Women's section




Main article: Paris Saint-Germain Féminines[image: External link]


Founded in 1991, the women's football team play in the highest tier[image: External link] of French football[image: External link], the Division 1 Féminine[image: External link]. They train at the Centre Sports et Loisirs de la Banque de France de Bougival[image: External link] (CSLBF de Bougival), while the Stade Sébastien Charléty[image: External link] and the Stade Municipal Georges Lefèvre[image: External link] are their home grounds.[12]

Domestically, PSG's first team has won one Division 2[image: External link] title and one French Cup[image: External link]. In international club football, the Parisian side reached the 2015 UEFA Women's Champions League Final[image: External link]. The U19 team, for its part, has won one Challenge National Féminin U19 title (Division 1 equivalent).[12]
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 Handball




Main article: Paris Saint-Germain Handball[image: External link]


Founded in 1941, the handball team play in the highest tier of French handball, the LNH Division 1[image: External link].[13] The Stade Pierre de Coubertin[image: External link] is their home ground. The stadium, with a seating capacity[image: External link] of 3,402 spectators, is located in the south-west of the French capital, inside the 16th arrondissement of Paris[image: External link], only a few hundred meters from the Parc des Princes.[73]

Initially called Patriotes d'Asnières (1941–1942), the club has gone through several name changes: Asnières Sports (1942–1987), Paris-Racing-Asnières (1987–1988), Paris-Asnières (1988–1992), PSG-Asnières (1992–2002), and Paris Handball (2002–2012). After being bought by Paris Saint-Germain owners Oryx Qatar Sports Investments[image: External link] (QSi) in 2012, the club became Paris Saint-Germain Handball.[13]

Since its inception, the club has won 12 titles. Domestically, Paris SG has clinched three LNH Division 1 titles, three French Cups[image: External link], one French League Cup[image: External link], a record three French Super Cups[image: External link] and two LNH Division 2[image: External link] titles. In international club handball, the capital side finished third in the 2015–16 edition[image: External link] of the EHF Champions League[image: External link].[13]
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 Affiliated clubs




The following clubs are currently affiliated with Paris Saint-Germain:


	
Bali United[image: External link] (2017–present). Inauguration of the Paris Saint-Germain Academy[image: External link] in Bali, Indonesia at the beginning of 2017 in partnership with local club Bali United.[74]
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Association Football





"Soccer" redirects here. For other uses, see Soccer (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about the sport of association football. For other codes of football, see Football[image: External link].

Association football, more commonly known as football or soccer,[3] is a team sport[image: External link] played between two teams of eleven players[image: External link] with a spherical ball[image: External link]. It is played by 250 million players in over 200 countries and dependencies making it the world's most popular sport.[4][5][6][7] The game is played on a rectangular field[image: External link] with a goal at each end. The object of the game is to score[image: External link] by getting the ball into the opposing goal.

Players are not allowed to touch the ball with their hands or arms while it is in play, unless they are goalkeepers (and then only when within their penalty area). Other players mainly use their feet to strike or pass the ball, but may also use their head or torso. The team that scores the most goals by the end of the match wins. If the score is level at the end of the game, either a draw[image: External link] is declared or the game goes into extra time or a penalty shootout[image: External link] depending on the format of the competition. The Laws of the Game[image: External link] were originally codified in England by The Football Association in 1863. Association football is governed internationally by the International Federation of Association Football[image: External link] (FIFA; French[image: External link]: Fédération Internationale de Football Association), which organises World Cups for both men[image: External link] and women[image: External link] every four years.[8]
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 Name




Main article: Names for association football[image: External link]


The rules of association football were codified in England by the Football Association in 1863 and the name association football was coined to distinguish the game from the other forms of football[image: External link] played at the time, specifically rugby football[image: External link]. The first written "reference to the inflated ball used in the game" was in the mid-14th century: "Þe heued fro þe body went, Als it were a foteballe".[9] The Online Etymology Dictionary[image: External link] states that the word "soccer" was "split off in 1863".[9] According to Partha Mazumdar, the term soccer originated in England, first appearing in the 1880s as an Oxford "-er"[image: External link] abbreviation of the word "association".[10]

Within the English-speaking world[image: External link], association football is now usually called football in the United Kingdom and mainly soccer in Canada and the United States. People in Australia, Ireland, South Africa and New Zealand use either or both terms, although national associations in Australia and New Zealand now primarily use "football" for the formal name.[11]
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Main article: History of association football[image: External link]


According to FIFA[image: External link], the Chinese competitive game cuju[image: External link] (蹴鞠, literally "kick ball") is the earliest form of football for which there is scientific evidence.[13] Cuju players could use any part of the body apart from hands and the intent was kicking a ball through an opening into a net. It was remarkably similar to modern football, though similarities to rugby[image: External link] occurred.[14][15] During the Han Dynasty[image: External link] (206 BC – 220 AD), cuju games were standardised and rules were established.[14]

Phaininda and episkyros[image: External link] were Greek ball games.[16][17] An image of an episkyros player depicted in low relief on a vase at the National Archaeological Museum of Athens[image: External link][12] appears on the UEFA European Championship[image: External link] Cup.[18] Athenaeus[image: External link], writing in 228 AD, referenced the Roman[image: External link] ball game harpastum[image: External link]. Phaininda, episkyros and harpastum were played involving hands and violence. They all appear to have resembled rugby football[image: External link], wrestling[image: External link] and volleyball[image: External link] more than what is recognizable as modern football.[14][19][20][21][22][23] As with pre-codified "mob football[image: External link]", the antecedent of all modern football codes[image: External link], these three games involved more handling the ball than kicking.[24][25] Non-competitive games included kemari[image: External link] in Japan, chuk-guk[image: External link] in Korea and woggabaliri[image: External link] in Australia.

Association football in itself does not have a classical history.[26] Notwithstanding any similarities to other ball games played around the world FIFA has recognised that no historical connection exists with any game played in antiquity outside Europe.[27] The modern rules of association football are based on the mid-19th century efforts to standardise the widely varying forms of football[image: External link] played in the public schools[image: External link] of England. The history of football in England dates back to at least the eighth century AD[image: External link].[28]

The Cambridge Rules[image: External link], first drawn up at Cambridge University in 1848, were particularly influential in the development of subsequent codes, including association football. The Cambridge Rules were written at Trinity College, Cambridge[image: External link], at a meeting attended by representatives from Eton[image: External link], Harrow[image: External link], Rugby[image: External link], Winchester[image: External link] and Shrewsbury[image: External link] schools. They were not universally adopted. During the 1850s, many clubs unconnected to schools or universities were formed throughout the English-speaking world, to play various forms of football. Some came up with their own distinct codes of rules, most notably the Sheffield Football Club[image: External link], formed by former public school pupils in 1857,[29] which led to formation of a Sheffield FA[image: External link] in 1867. In 1862, John Charles Thring[image: External link] of Uppingham School[image: External link] also devised an influential set of rules.[30]

These ongoing efforts contributed to the formation of The Football Association (The FA) in 1863, which first met on the morning of 26 October 1863 at the Freemasons' Tavern[image: External link] in Great Queen Street[image: External link], London.[31] The only school to be represented on this occasion was Charterhouse[image: External link]. The Freemason's Tavern was the setting for five more meetings between October and December, which eventually produced the first comprehensive set of rules. At the final meeting, the first FA treasurer, the representative from Blackheath[image: External link], withdrew his club from the FA over the removal of two draft rules at the previous meeting: the first allowed for running with the ball in hand; the second for obstructing such a run by hacking (kicking an opponent in the shins), tripping and holding. Other English rugby clubs followed this lead[image: External link] and did not join the FA and instead in 1871 formed the Rugby Football Union[image: External link]. The eleven remaining clubs, under the charge of Ebenezer Cobb Morley[image: External link], went on to ratify the original thirteen laws of the game.[31] These rules included handling of the ball by "marks" and the lack of a crossbar, rules which made it remarkably similar to Victorian rules football[image: External link] being developed at that time in Australia. The Sheffield FA played by its own rules until the 1870s with the FA absorbing some of its rules until there was little difference between the games.[32]

The world's oldest football competition is the FA Cup[image: External link], which was founded by C. W. Alcock[image: External link] and has been contested by English teams since 1872. The first official international football match[image: External link] also took place in 1872, between Scotland and England in Glasgow[image: External link], again at the instigation of C. W. Alcock. England is also home to the world's first football league[image: External link], which was founded in Birmingham[image: External link] in 1888 by Aston Villa[image: External link] director William McGregor[image: External link].[33] The original format contained 12 clubs from the Midlands[image: External link] and Northern England[image: External link].

The laws of the game are determined by the International Football Association Board[image: External link] (IFAB).[34] The board was formed in 1886[35] after a meeting in Manchester[image: External link] of The Football Association, the Scottish Football Association[image: External link], the Football Association of Wales[image: External link], and the Irish Football Association[image: External link]. FIFA[image: External link], the international football body, was formed in Paris in 1904 and declared that they would adhere to Laws of the Game of the Football Association.[36] The growing popularity of the international game led to the admittance of FIFA representatives to the International Football Association Board[image: External link] in 1913. The board consists of four representatives from FIFA and one representative from each of the four British associations.[37]

Today, football is played at a professional level all over the world. Millions of people regularly go to football stadiums to follow their favourite teams,[38] while billions more watch the game on television or on the internet.[39][40] A very large number of people also play football at an amateur level. According to a survey conducted by FIFA published in 2001, over 240 million people from more than 200 countries regularly play football.[41] Football has the highest global television audience in sport.[42]

In many parts of the world football evokes great passions and plays an important role in the life of individual fans[image: External link], local communities, and even nations. R. Kapuscinski says that Europeans who are polite, modest, or humble fall easily into rage when playing or watching football games.[43] The Côte d'Ivoire national football team[image: External link] helped secure a truce to the nation's civil war[image: External link] in 2006[44] and it helped further reduce tensions between government and rebel forces in 2007 by playing a match in the rebel capital of Bouaké[image: External link], an occasion that brought both armies together peacefully for the first time.[45] By contrast, football is widely considered to have been the final proximate cause for the Football War[image: External link] in June 1969 between El Salvador and Honduras.[46] The sport also exacerbated tensions at the beginning of the Yugoslav Wars[image: External link] of the 1990s, when a match between Dinamo Zagreb[image: External link] and Red Star Belgrade[image: External link] degenerated into rioting in May 1990.[47]
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 Women's association football




Main article: Women's association football[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early women's football




Women may have been playing "football" for as long as the game has existed. Evidence shows that an ancient version of the game (Tsu Chu[image: External link]) was played by women during the Han Dynasty[image: External link] (25–220 CE). Two female figures are depicted in Han Dynasty[image: External link] (25–220 CE) frescoes, playing Tsu Chu.[48] There are, however, a number of opinions about the accuracy of dates, the earliest estimates at 5000 BCE.[49]

Association football, the modern game, also has documented early involvement of women. An annual competition in Mid-Lothian, Scotland during the 1790s is reported, too.[50][51] In 1863, football governing bodies introduced standardised rules to prohibit violence on the pitch, making it more socially acceptable for women to play.[52] The first match recorded by the Scottish Football Association[image: External link] took place in 1892 in Glasgow[image: External link]. In England, the first recorded game of football between women took place in 1895.[52][53]

The most well-documented early European team was founded by activist Nettie Honeyball[image: External link] in England in 1894. It was named the British Ladies' Football Club[image: External link]. Nettie Honeyball is quoted, "I founded the association late last year [1894], with the fixed resolve of proving to the world that women are not the 'ornamental and useless' creatures men have pictured. I must confess, my convictions on all matters where the sexes are so widely divided are all on the side of emancipation[image: External link], and I look forward to the time when ladies may sit in Parliament[image: External link] and have a voice in the direction of affairs, especially those which concern them most." [54] Honeyball and those like her paved the way for women's football. However the women's game was frowned upon by the British football associations, and continued without their support. It has been suggested that this was motivated by a perceived threat to the 'masculinity' of the game.[55]

Women's football became popular on a large scale at the time of the First World War[image: External link], when employment in heavy industry spurred the growth of the game, much as it had done for men fifty years earlier. The most successful team of the era was Dick, Kerr's Ladies[image: External link] of Preston, England[image: External link]. The team played in the first women's international matches in 1920, against a team from Paris[image: External link], France, in April, and also made up most of the England team against a Scottish[image: External link] Ladies XI in 1920, and winning 22-0.[50]

Despite being more popular than some men's football events (one match saw a 53,000 strong crowd),[56] women's football in England suffered a blow in 1921 when The Football Association outlawed the playing of the game on Association members' pitches, on the grounds that the game (as played by women) was distasteful.[57] Some speculated that this may have also been due to envy of the large crowds that women's matches attracted.[58] This led to the formation of the English Ladies Football Association and play moved to rugby[image: External link] grounds.[59]

Association football has been played by women since at least the time of the first recorded women's games in the late 19th century.[60][61] It has traditionally been associated with charity games and physical exercise, particularly in the United Kingdom.[61] In the late 1960s and early 1970s women's association football was organised in the United Kingdom, eventually becoming the most prominent team sport[image: External link] for British women.[61]
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 20th and 21st century




The growth in women's football has seen major competitions being launched at both national[image: External link] and international[image: External link] level mirroring the male competitions. Women's football has faced many struggles. It had a "golden age" in the United Kingdom in the early 1920s when crowds reached 50,000 at some matches;[62] this was stopped on 5 December 1921 when England's Football Association voted to ban the game from grounds used by its member clubs. The FA's ban was rescinded in December 1969 with UEFA voting to officially recognise women's football in 1971.[61] The FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] was inaugurated in 1991 and has been held every four years since,[63] while women's football has been an Olympic event since 1996[image: External link].
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Association football is played in accordance with a set of rules known as the Laws of the Game[image: External link]. The game is played using a spherical ball of 68–70 cm (27–28 in) circumference,[64] known as the football[image: External link] (or soccer ball). Two teams of eleven players each compete to get the ball into the other team's goal (between the posts and under the bar), thereby scoring a goal. The team that has scored more goals at the end of the game is the winner; if both teams have scored an equal number of goals then the game is a draw. Each team is led by a captain who has only one official responsibility as mandated by the Laws of the Game: to represent his or her team in the coin toss prior to kick-off or penalty kicks.[65]

The primary law is that players other than goalkeepers[image: External link] may not deliberately handle the ball with their hands or arms during play, though they must use both their hands during a throw-in[image: External link] restart. Although players usually use their feet to move the ball around they may use any part of their body (notably, "heading" with the forehead)[66] other than their hands or arms.[67] Within normal play, all players are free to play the ball in any direction and move throughout the pitch, though the ball cannot be received in an offside[image: External link] position.[68]

During gameplay, players attempt to create goal-scoring opportunities through individual control of the ball, such as by dribbling[image: External link], passing the ball to a teammate, and by taking shots at the goal, which is guarded by the opposing goalkeeper. Opposing players may try to regain control of the ball by intercepting a pass or through tackling[image: External link] the opponent in possession of the ball; however, physical contact between opponents is restricted. Football is generally a free-flowing game, with play stopping only when the ball has left the field of play or when play is stopped by the referee for an infringement of the rules. After a stoppage, play recommences with a specified restart.[69]

At a professional level, most matches produce only a few goals. For example, the 2005–06 season[image: External link] of the English Premier League[image: External link] produced an average of 2.48 goals per match.[70] The Laws of the Game do not specify any player positions other than goalkeeper,[71] but a number of specialised roles[image: External link] have evolved. Broadly, these include three main categories: strikers[image: External link], or forwards, whose main task is to score goals; defenders[image: External link], who specialise in preventing their opponents from scoring; and midfielders, who dispossess the opposition and keep possession of the ball to pass it to the forwards on their team. Players in these positions are referred to as outfield players, to distinguish them from the goalkeeper. These positions are further subdivided according to the area of the field in which the player spends most time. For example, there are central defenders, and left and right midfielders. The ten outfield players may be arranged in any combination. The number of players in each position determines the style of the team's play; more forwards and fewer defenders creates a more aggressive and offensive-minded game, while the reverse creates a slower, more defensive style of play. While players typically spend most of the game in a specific position, there are few restrictions on player movement, and players can switch positions at any time.[72] The layout of a team's players is known as a formation[image: External link]. Defining the team's formation and tactics is usually the prerogative of the team's manager.[73]
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 Laws




"Rules of football" redirects here. For the rules of other football games, see Football[image: External link].

Main article: Laws of the Game (association football)[image: External link]


There are 17 laws in the official Laws of the Game, each containing a collection of stipulation and guidelines. The same laws are designed to apply to all levels of football, although certain modifications for groups such as juniors, seniors, women and people with physical disabilities are permitted. The laws are often framed in broad terms, which allow flexibility in their application depending on the nature of the game. The Laws of the Game are published by FIFA, but are maintained by the International Football Association Board[image: External link] (IFAB).[74] In addition to the seventeen laws, numerous IFAB decisions and other directives contribute to the regulation of football.
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 Players, equipment, and officials




See also: Association football positions[image: External link], Formation (association football)[image: External link], and Kit (association football)


Each team consists of a maximum of eleven players (excluding substitutes), one of whom must be the goalkeeper[image: External link]. Competition rules may state a minimum number of players required to constitute a team, which is usually seven. Goalkeepers are the only players allowed to play the ball with their hands or arms, provided they do so within the penalty area in front of their own goal. Though there are a variety of positions[image: External link] in which the outfield (non-goalkeeper) players are strategically placed by a coach, these positions are not defined or required by the Laws.[71]

The basic equipment or kit players are required to wear includes a shirt, shorts, socks, footwear and adequate shin guards[image: External link]. An athletic supporter[image: External link] and protective cup is highly recommended for male players by medical experts and professionals.[75][76] Headgear[image: External link] is not a required piece of basic equipment, but players today may choose to wear it to protect themselves from head injury. Players are forbidden to wear or use anything that is dangerous to themselves or another player, such as jewellery or watches. The goalkeeper must wear clothing that is easily distinguishable from that worn by the other players and the match officials.[77]

A number of players may be replaced by substitutes during the course of the game. The maximum number of substitutions permitted in most competitive international and domestic league games is three, though the permitted number may vary in other competitions or in friendly matches. Common reasons for a substitution include injury, tiredness, ineffectiveness, a tactical switch, or timewasting[image: External link] at the end of a finely poised game. In standard adult matches, a player who has been substituted may not take further part in a match.[78] IFAB recommends "that a match should not continue if there are fewer than seven players in either team." Any decision regarding points awarded for abandoned games is left to the individual football associations.[79]

A game is officiated by a referee, who has "full authority to enforce the Laws of the Game in connection with the match to which he has been appointed" (Law 5), and whose decisions are final. The referee is assisted by two assistant referees[image: External link]. In many high-level games there is also a fourth official[image: External link] who assists the referee and may replace another official should the need arise.[80]
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Main article: Ball (association football)[image: External link]


The ball is spherical with a circumference of between 68 and 70 centimetres (27 and 28 in), a weight in the range of 410 to 450 grams (14 to 16 oz), and a pressure between 0.6 and 1.1 bars[image: External link] (8.5 and 15.6 pounds per square inch[image: External link]) at sea level. In the past the ball was made up of leather panels sewn together, with a latex bladder for pressurisation but modern balls at all levels of the game are now synthetic.[81][82]
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Main article: Football pitch[image: External link]


As the Laws were formulated in England, and were initially administered solely by the four British football associations within IFAB[image: External link], the standard dimensions of a football pitch were originally expressed in imperial units[image: External link]. The Laws now express dimensions with approximate metric[image: External link] equivalents (followed by traditional units in brackets), though use of imperial units remains popular in English-speaking countries with a relatively recent history of metrication[image: External link] (or only partial metrication), such as Britain.[83]

The length of the pitch, or field, for international adult matches is in the range of 100–110 m (110–120 yd) and the width is in the range of 64–75 m (70–80 yd). Fields for non-international matches may be 90–120 m (100–130 yd) length and 45–90 m (50–100 yd) in width, provided that the pitch does not become square. In 2008, the IFAB initially approved a fixed size of 105 m (344 ft) long and 68 m (223 ft) wide as a standard pitch dimension for international matches;[84] however, this decision was later put on hold and was never actually implemented.[85]

The longer boundary lines are touchlines, while the shorter boundaries (on which the goals are placed) are goal lines. A rectangular goal is positioned at the middle of each goal line.[86] The inner edges of the vertical goal posts must be 24 feet (7.3 m) apart, and the lower edge of the horizontal crossbar supported by the goal posts must be 8 feet (2.4 m) above the ground. Nets are usually placed behind the goal, but are not required by the Laws.[87]

In front of the goal is the penalty area. This area is marked by the goal line, two lines starting on the goal line 16.5 m (18 yd) from the goalposts and extending 16.5 m (18 yd) into the pitch perpendicular to the goal line, and a line joining them. This area has a number of functions, the most prominent being to mark where the goalkeeper may handle the ball and where a penalty foul by a member of the defending team becomes punishable by a penalty kick. Other markings define the position of the ball or players at kick-offs[image: External link], goal kicks, penalty kicks and corner kicks.[88]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Duration and tie-breaking methods




A standard adult football match consists of two periods of 45 minutes each, known as halves. Each half runs continuously, meaning that the clock is not stopped when the ball is out of play. There is usually a 15-minute half-time break between halves. The end of the match is known as full-time.[89] The referee is the official timekeeper for the match, and may make an allowance for time lost through substitutions, injured players requiring attention, or other stoppages. This added time is called additional time in FIFA documents,[90][91] but is most commonly referred to as stoppage time or injury time, while loss time can also be used as a synonym. The duration of stoppage time is at the sole discretion of the referee. The referee alone signals the end of the match. In matches where a fourth official is appointed, towards the end of the half the referee signals how many minutes of stoppage time he intends to add. The fourth official then informs the players and spectators by holding up a board showing this number. The signalled stoppage time may be further extended by the referee.[89] Added time was introduced because of an incident which happened in 1891 during a match between Stoke[image: External link] and Aston Villa[image: External link]. Trailing 1–0 and with just two minutes remaining, Stoke were awarded a penalty. Villa's goalkeeper kicked the ball out of the ground, and by the time the ball had been recovered, the 90 minutes had elapsed and the game was over.[92] The same law also states that the duration of either half is extended until the penalty kick to be taken or retaken is completed, thus no game shall end with a penalty to be taken.[93]

In league competitions, games may end in a draw. In knockout competitions where a winner is required various methods may be employed to break such a deadlock, some competitions may invoke replays[image: External link].[94] A game tied at the end of regulation time may go into extra time, which consists of two further 15-minute periods. If the score is still tied after extra time, some competitions allow the use of penalty shootouts[image: External link] (known officially in the Laws of the Game as "kicks from the penalty mark") to determine which team will progress to the next stage of the tournament. Goals scored during extra time periods count towards the final score of the game, but kicks from the penalty mark are only used to decide the team that progresses to the next part of the tournament (with goals scored in a penalty shootout not making up part of the final score).[65]

In competitions using two-legged matches[image: External link], each team competes at home once, with an aggregate score from the two matches deciding which team progresses. Where aggregates are equal, the away goals rule may be used to determine the winners, in which case the winner is the team that scored the most goals in the leg they played away from home. If the result is still equal, extra time and potentially a penalty shootout are required.[65]

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, the IFAB[image: External link] experimented with ways of creating a winner without requiring a penalty shootout, which was often seen as an undesirable way to end a match. These involved rules ending a game in extra time early, either when the first goal in extra time was scored (golden goal[image: External link]), or if one team held a lead at the end of the first period of extra time (silver goal[image: External link]). Golden goal was used at the World Cup in 1998[image: External link] and 2002[image: External link]. The first World Cup game decided by a golden goal was France[image: External link]'s victory over Paraguay[image: External link] in 1998. Germany[image: External link] was the first nation to score a golden goal in a major competition, beating Czech Republic[image: External link] in the final of Euro 1996[image: External link]. Silver goal was used in Euro 2004[image: External link]. Both these experiments have been discontinued by IFAB.[95]
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Main article: Ball in and out of play[image: External link]


Under the Laws, the two basic states of play during a game are ball in play and ball out of play. From the beginning of each playing period with a kick-off until the end of the playing period, the ball is in play at all times, except when either the ball leaves the field of play, or play is stopped by the referee. When the ball becomes out of play, play is restarted by one of eight restart methods depending on how it went out of play:


	
Kick-off[image: External link]: following a goal by the opposing team, or to begin each period of play.[69]


	
Throw-in[image: External link]: when the ball has crossed the touchline; awarded to the opposing team to that which last touched the ball.[96]


	
Goal kick[image: External link]: when the ball has wholly crossed the goal line without a goal having been scored and having last been touched by a player of the attacking team; awarded to defending team.[97]


	
Corner kick[image: External link]: when the ball has wholly crossed the goal line without a goal having been scored and having last been touched by a player of the defending team; awarded to attacking team.[98]


	
Indirect free kick[image: External link]: awarded to the opposing team following "non-penal" fouls, certain technical infringements, or when play is stopped to caution or dismiss an opponent without a specific foul having occurred. A goal may not be scored directly (without the ball first touching another player) from an indirect free kick.[99]


	
Direct free kick: awarded to fouled team following certain listed "penal" fouls.[99] A goal may be scored directly from a direct free kick.

	
Penalty kick: awarded to the fouled team following a foul usually punishable by a direct free kick but that has occurred within their opponent's penalty area.[100]


	
Dropped-ball[image: External link]: occurs when the referee has stopped play for any other reason, such as a serious injury to a player, interference by an external party, or a ball becoming defective.[69]
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Main article: Foul (association football)[image: External link]
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 On-field




A foul[image: External link] occurs when a player commits an offence listed in the Laws of the Game while the ball is in play. The offences that constitute a foul are listed in Law 12. Handling the ball deliberately, tripping an opponent, or pushing an opponent, are examples of "penal fouls", punishable by a direct free kick or penalty kick depending on where the offence occurred. Other fouls are punishable by an indirect free kick[image: External link].[67]

The referee may punish a player's or substitute's misconduct[image: External link] by a caution (yellow card) or dismissal (red card). A second yellow card in the same game leads to a red card, and which results in a dismissal. A player given a yellow card is said to have been "booked", the referee writing the player's name in his official notebook. If a player has been dismissed, no substitute can be brought on in their place and the player must leave the field. Misconduct may occur at any time, and while the offences that constitute misconduct are listed, the definitions are broad. In particular, the offence of "unsporting behaviour" may be used to deal with most events that violate the spirit of the game, even if they are not listed as specific offences. A referee can show a yellow or red card to a player, substitute or substituted player. Non-players such as managers and support staff cannot be shown the yellow or red card, but may be expelled from the technical area if they fail to conduct themselves in a responsible manner.[67]

Rather than stopping play, the referee may allow play to continue if doing so will benefit the team against which an offence has been committed. This is known as "playing an advantage".[101] The referee may "call back" play and penalise the original offence if the anticipated advantage does not ensue within "a few seconds". Even if an offence is not penalised due to advantage being played, the offender may still be sanctioned for misconduct at the next stoppage of play.[102]

The referee's decision in all on-pitch matters is considered final.[103] The score of a match cannot be altered after the game, even if later evidence shows that decisions (including awards/non-awards of goals) were incorrect.
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See also: Foul (association football) § Post-match[image: External link]


Along with the general administration of the sport, football associations and competition organisers also enforce good conduct in wider aspects of the game, dealing with issues such as comments to the press, clubs' financial management, doping[image: External link], age fraud[image: External link] and match fixing[image: External link]. Most competitions enforce mandatory suspensions for players who are sent off in a game.[104] Some on-field incidents, if considered very serious (such as allegations of racial abuse), may result in competitions deciding to impose heavier sanctions than those normally associated with a red card.[105] Some associations allow for appeals against player suspensions incurred on-field if clubs feel a referee was incorrect or unduly harsh.[104]

Sanctions for such infractions may be levied on individuals or on to clubs as a whole. Penalties may include fines, points deductions (in league competitions) or even expulsion from competitions. For example, the English and Scottish leagues will often deduct 10 points from a team that enters financial administration[image: External link]. Among other administrative sanctions are penalties against game forfeiture. Teams that had forfeited a game or had been forfeited against would be awarded a technical loss or win.
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See also: Association football around the world[image: External link]


The recognised international governing body of football (and associated games, such as futsal[image: External link] and beach soccer[image: External link]) is FIFA[image: External link]. The FIFA headquarters are located in Zürich[image: External link], Switzerland. Six regional confederations are associated with FIFA; these are:[106]


	Asia: Asian Football Confederation[image: External link] (AFC)

	Africa: Confederation of African Football[image: External link] (CAF)

	Europe: Union of European Football Associations[image: External link] (UEFA)

	North/Central America & Caribbean: Confederation of North, Central American and Caribbean Association Football[image: External link] (CONCACAF)

	Oceania: Oceania Football Confederation[image: External link] (OFC)

	South America: Confederación Sudamericana de Fútbol/Confederação Sul-americana de Futebol[image: External link] (South American Football Confederation; CONMEBOL)



National associations oversee football within individual countries. These are generally synonymous with sovereign states, (for example: the Fédération Camerounaise de Football[image: External link] in Cameroon) but also include a smaller number of associations responsible for sub-national entities or autonomous regions (for example the Scottish Football Association[image: External link] in Scotland). 209 national associations are affiliated both with FIFA and with their respective continental confederations.[106]

While FIFA is responsible for arranging competitions and most rules related to international competition, the actual Laws of the Game are set by the International Football Association Board[image: External link], where each of the UK Associations has one vote, while FIFA collectively has four votes.[37]
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Main article: List of association football competitions[image: External link]


The major international competition in football is the World Cup[image: External link], organised by FIFA. This competition takes place every four years. Approximately 190–200 national teams compete in qualifying tournaments within the scope of continental confederations for a place in the finals. The finals tournament, which is held every four years, involves 32 national teams competing over a four-week period.[107] The most recent edition of the tournament was the 2014 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] in Brazil.

There has been a football tournament[image: External link] at every Summer Olympic Games since 1900, except at the 1932 games in Los Angeles[image: External link].[108] Before the inception of the World Cup, the Olympics (especially during the 1920s) had the same status as the World Cup. Originally, the event was for amateurs only;[36] however, since the 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link], professional players have been permitted, albeit with certain restrictions which prevent countries from fielding their strongest sides. The Olympic men's tournament is played at Under-23 level. In the past the Olympics have allowed a restricted number of over-age players per team.[109] A women's tournament was added in 1996; in contrast to the men's event, full international sides without age restrictions play the women's Olympic tournament.[110]

After the World Cup, the most important international football competitions are the continental championships, which are organised by each continental confederation and contested between national teams. These are the European Championship[image: External link] (UEFA), the Copa América[image: External link] (CONMEBOL), African Cup of Nations[image: External link] (CAF), the Asian Cup[image: External link] (AFC), the CONCACAF Gold Cup[image: External link] (CONCACAF) and the OFC Nations Cup[image: External link] (OFC). The FIFA Confederations Cup[image: External link] is contested by the winners of all six continental championships, the current FIFA World Cup[image: External link] champions and the country which is hosting the Confederations Cup. This is generally regarded as a warm-up tournament for the upcoming FIFA World Cup and does not carry the same prestige as the World Cup itself. The most prestigious competitions in club football are the respective continental championships, which are generally contested between national champions, for example the UEFA Champions League in Europe and the Copa Libertadores[image: External link] in South America. The winners of each continental competition contest the FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link].[111]
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Main article: Association football around the world[image: External link]


The governing bodies in each country operate league systems[image: External link] in a domestic season[image: External link], normally comprising several divisions[image: External link], in which the teams gain points throughout the season depending on results. Teams are placed into tables[image: External link], placing them in order according to points accrued. Most commonly, each team plays every other team in its league at home and away in each season, in a round-robin tournament[image: External link]. At the end of a season, the top team is declared the champion. The top few teams may be promoted[image: External link] to a higher division, and one or more of the teams finishing at the bottom are relegated[image: External link] to a lower division.[112]

The teams finishing at the top of a country's league may be eligible also to play in international club competitions in the following season. The main exceptions to this system occur in some Latin American leagues, which divide football championships into two sections named Apertura and Clausura[image: External link] (Spanish for Opening and Closing), awarding a champion for each.[113] The majority of countries supplement the league system with one or more "cup" competitions organised on a knock-out[image: External link] basis.

Some countries' top divisions feature highly paid star players; in smaller countries and lower divisions, players may be part-timers with a second job, or amateurs. The five top European leagues – the Bundesliga[image: External link] (Germany), Premier League[image: External link] (England),[114] La Liga (Spain), Serie A (Italy), and Ligue 1 (France) – attract most of the world's best players and each of the leagues has a total wage cost in excess of £600 million/€763 million/US$1.185 billion.[115]
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See also: Variants of association football[image: External link] and Street football[image: External link]




Play media[image: External link]


[image: External link]

To many, football is more than just a sport: a video short on the many styles and ethnicities who play football.





Variants of football have been codified for reduced-sized teams (i.e. five-a-side football[image: External link]) play in non-field environments (i.e. beach soccer[image: External link], indoor soccer[image: External link], and futsal[image: External link]) and for teams with disabilities (i.e. paralympic association football[image: External link]).

Casual games[image: External link] can be played with only minimal equipment – a basic game can be played on almost any open area of reasonable size with just a ball and items to mark the positions of two sets of goalposts. Such games can have team sizes that vary from eleven-a-side, can use a limited or modified subset of the official rules, and can be self-officiated by the players.
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Forward (association football)





Forwards are the players on an association football team who play nearest to the opposing team's goal, and are therefore most responsible for scoring goals[image: External link].

Their advanced position and limited defensive responsibilities mean forwards normally score more goals on behalf of their team than other players.

Modern team formations[image: External link] generally include one to three forwards; for example, the common 4–2–3–1[image: External link] formation includes one forward.[1] Unconventional formations may include more than three forwards, or none.[2][3]
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 Centre-forward




The traditional role of a striker is to score the majority of goals on behalf of the team. The player may also be used to win long balls[image: External link] or receive passes and retain possession of the ball as teammates[image: External link] advance, to help teammates score by providing a pass ('through ball' into the box[image: External link]); the latter variation usually requiring quicker pace. Most modern centre-forwards operate in front of the second strikers or central attacking midfielders, and do the majority of the ball handling outside the box. The present role of centre-forward is sometimes interchangeable with that of an attacking midfielder[image: External link], especially in the 4–3–1–2 or 4–1–2–1–2 formations. The term "target man" is often used to describe a particular type of striker whose main role is to win high balls in the air and create chances for other members of the team (not necessarily scoring many goals themselves).[4] These players are usually tall and physically strong, being adept at heading the ball. The term centre-forward is taken from the early football playing formation[image: External link] in which there were five forward players: two outside forwards[image: External link], two inside forwards[image: External link], and one centre-forward.

When numbers were introduced in the 1933 English FA Cup final[image: External link], one of the two centre-forwards that day wore the number nine – Everton's[image: External link] Dixie Dean[image: External link] a strong, powerful forward who had set the record for the most goals scored in a season in English football[image: External link] during the 1927–28 season. The number would then become synonymous with the centre-forward position (only worn that day because one team was numbered 1–11 whilst the other was numbered 12–22).[5]
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 Striker




The role of a striker is rather different from that of a traditional centre-forward, although the terms centre forward and striker are used interchangeably as both play further up the field than other players and with tall, heavy and technical players like Zlatan Ibrahimović having qualities of both.[6] Strikers are known for their ability to peel off defenders and to run into space via the blind side of the defender and to receive the ball in a good goalscoring position, as typified by Ronaldo.[7] They are typically fast players with good ball control and dribbling abilities. More agile strikers like Michael Owen[image: External link] have an advantage over taller defenders due to their short burst speed. A good striker should be able to shoot confidently with either foot, possess great power and accuracy, and have the ability to pass the ball under pressure in breakaway situations. While many strikers also wear the number 9 shirt, the position is also associated with the number 10, which is frequently worn by more creative deep-lying forwards, and occasionally with numbers 7 and 11, which are often associated with wingers.[5]
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 Second striker




Deep-lying forwards have a long history in the game, but the terminology to describe their playing activity has varied over the years. Originally such players were termed inside forwards, creative or deep-lying centre-forwards. More recently, two more variations of this old type of player have developed: the second, or shadow, or support, or auxiliary striker and, in what is in fact a distinct position unto its own, the number 10,[8] Diego Maradona[image: External link] who is often described as an attacking midfielder[image: External link] or the playmaker.

The second striker position is a loosely defined and most often misapplied description of a player positioned somewhere between the out-and-out striker, whether he is a target-man or more of a poacher, and the Number 10 attacking midfielder, while possibly showing some of the characteristics of both. In fact, a coined term, the "nine-and-a-half", has been an attempt to become a standard in defining the position.[9] Conceivably, a Number 10 can alternate as a second-striker provided that he is also a prolific goalscorer, otherwise a mobile forward with good technical ability ( dribbling[image: External link] and ball control), who can both score and create opportunities[image: External link] for a less versatile centre-forward, is more suited. Second or support strikers do not tend to get as involved in the orchestration of attacks as the Number 10, nor do they bring as many other players into play, since they do not share the burden of responsibility, functioning predominantly as assist providers.[10] In Italy, this role is known as a "rifinitore" or "seconda punta",[11] whereas in Brazil, it is known as "segundo atacante".[12]
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 Inside forward




The position of inside forward was popularly used in the late nineteenth and first half of the twentieth centuries. The inside forwards would support the Centre forward, running and making space in the opposition defence, and, as the passing game developed, supporting him with passes. The role is broadly analogous to the "hole"[image: External link] or second striker position in the modern game, although here there were two such players, known as inside right and inside left.

In early 2–3–5 formations[image: External link] the inside-forwards would flank the centre forward on both sides. With the advent of the "WM" formation[image: External link], the inside forwards were brought back to become attacking midfielders, supplying balls to the centre forward and the two attacking Outside forwards[image: External link] – known as the outside right and outside left.

In the modern game, inside forwards have either been pushed up front to become out-and-out attackers (in 4–3–3 formations[image: External link]) or one has been switched back into midfield and the other up front (in 4–4–2[image: External link]). Many teams, however, still employ one of their strikers in a withdrawn role as a support forward for the main striker, in a role broadly similar to the inside forward.
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 Outside forward




An outside forward plays as the advanced forward on the right or left wing – as an outside right or outside left, typically as part of a 2–3–5 formation[image: External link] or one of its variants. As football tactics have largely developed, and wingers have dropped back to become midfielders, the terminology has changed and "outside forward" has become a historical term. Many commentators and football analysts still refer to the wing positions as "outside right" and "outside left".

The responsibilities of an outside forward include but are not limited to:


	Scoring: their first option should be to shoot, while their second option should be to find another way to create a goal opportunity for the team.

	Passing: when they run into a shooting angle that is unlikely to become a goal, they must find a way to pass the ball to the middle of the penalty box area allowing the centre-forwards to finish the job.



Due to these responsibilities some of the most important attributes include:


	Good dribbling and circumventing defenders

	Speed as a necessity to produce effective counter-attacks




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Winger




Main article: Midfielder § Winger[image: External link]


A winger is an attacking player who is stationed in a wide position near the touchlines. They can be classified as forwards, considering their origin as the old "outside-forward" position, and continue to be termed as such in most parts of the world, especially in Latin and Dutch footballing cultures. However, in the British game (in which the 4–4–2 formation and its variants are most commonly used) they are usually counted as part of the midfield.

It is a winger's duty to beat opposing full-backs, deliver cut-backs or crosses from wide positions and, to a lesser extent, to beat defenders and score from close range. They are usually some of the quickest players in the team and usually have good dribbling skills as well. In their Dutch, Spanish and Portuguese[image: External link] usage, the defensive duties of the winger have been usually confined to pressing the opposition fullbacks when they have the ball. Otherwise, a winger will drop closer to the midfield to make himself available, should his team win back the ball.

In British and other northern European styles of football, the wide-midfielder is expected to track back all the way to his own corner flag should his full-back require help, and also to track back his marker, as well as tucking into the midfield when the more central players are trying to pressure the opposition for the ball, a large responsibility for attack-oriented players, and particularly those like Joaquín[image: External link] (winger/wide midfielder) or Cristiano Ronaldo (winger/second-striker/trequartista) or Ryan Giggs and John Barnes[image: External link] (winger/central midfielder) who lack the physical attributes of a wing-back or of a more orthodox midfield player. As these players grow older and lose their natural pace, they are frequently redeployed as Number 10s between the midfield and the forward line, where their innate ball control and improved reading of the game in the final third can serve to improve their teams' attacking options in tight spaces. An example is Internazionale[image: External link]'s use of veteran Luís Figo[image: External link] behind one or two other attackers.[13]

In recent years there has been a trend of playing inverted wingers[image: External link] – wide men stationed on the 'wrong' side of the pitch, in order to enable them to cut inside and shoot on their stronger foot and sometimes provide in-swinging crosses. This tactic was used by Frank Rijkaard[image: External link], who whilst at Barcelona, moved Lionel Messi from the left flank onto the right wing, initially against the player's wishes, allowing him to cut into the centre and shoot or cross with his left foot.[14]
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 False 9




The false 9, in some ways similar to a more advanced attacking midfielder/playmaker role, is an unconventional lone striker or centre-forward, who drops deep into midfield. The purpose of this is that it creates a problem for opposing centre-backs who can either follow him, leaving space behind them for onrushing midfielders, forwards or wingers to exploit, or leaving him to have time and space to dribble or pick out a pass.

The term comes from the traditional number for center-forwards (nine), and the fact that normally a centre-forward traditionally stayed near the line of defenders until they got an opportunity to move past them toward goal.[15]

Key attributes for a false 9 are similar to those of a deep-lying striker; dribbling ability to take advantage of space between the lines, good short passing ability to link up with the midfield and vision to play through teammates making runs from deep to goal.

The first false 9 in a World Cup was Juan Peregrino Anselmo[image: External link] in the Uruguay national team[image: External link], although he could not play the match against Argentina[image: External link] in the 1930 World Cup[image: External link] due to injury. Matthias Sindelar[image: External link] was the false 9 of the Wunderteam, the Austria national team[image: External link], in 1934.[16] A false 9 was also utilized by Hungary[image: External link] during the beginning of the 1950s, with striker Nándor Hidegkuti[image: External link] acting in the role.

Roma[image: External link] under manager Luciano Spalletti[image: External link] used Francesco Totti, nominally a trequartista, up-front in an innovative "4–6–0" formation;[17] this was met with a run of 11 consecutive victories.

Arsenal[image: External link] under Arsène Wenger utilised Robin van Persie as a false 9, often partnering with Theo Walcott[image: External link] who would move into the box from the flanks, in a false 4–2–3–1.[citation needed[image: External link]]

At Euro 2012[image: External link], Spain[image: External link] manager Vicente del Bosque[image: External link], although sometimes using a typical striker in Fernando Torres[image: External link], used a false 9 in Cesc Fàbregas in several matches, including the final[image: External link]. By the end of 2012, the False 9 had gone "mainstream" with many clubs employing a version of the system. Barcelona's Lionel Messi has been an exponent of the false 9 position to much success in recent years, first under coach Pep Guardiola[image: External link] and later under Tito Vilanova[image: External link].[18]

One approach to stop false 9s has been to create congestion in the midfield by bringing several players back into a more defensive role in an attempt to deny them space needed to create plays, notably in José Mourinho's "parking the bus" strategy.[15]
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 Strike teams and combinations




A strike team is two or more strikers who work together. The history of football has been filled with many effective combinations. Three-man teams often operate in "triangles", giving a wealth of attacking options. Four-man packages expand options even more.

Strikers must also be flexible, and be able to switch roles at a moment's notice, between the first (advanced penetrator position), second (deep-lying manoeuvre) and third (support and expansion, e.g. wings) attacker roles.

Another example was the Total Football[image: External link] played by the Dutch team in the 1970s, where the ability of their players, and in particular Johan Cruyff[image: External link], to swap positions allowed a flexible attacking approach which opposition teams found difficult to effectively mark.
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Captain (association football)





The team captain of an association football team, sometimes known as the skipper,[1] is a team member chosen to be the on-pitch leader of the team: it is often one of the older or more experienced members of the squad, or a player that can heavily influence a game. The team captain is usually identified by the wearing of an armband[image: External link].[2]
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 Responsibilities




The only official responsibility of a captain specified by the Laws of the Game[image: External link] is to participate in the coin toss[image: External link] prior to kick-off[image: External link][3] (for choice of ends) and prior to a penalty shootout[image: External link]. Contrary to what is sometimes said, captains have no special authority under the Laws to challenge a decision by the referee.[4] However, referees may talk to the captain of a side about the side's general behaviour when necessary.[5]

At an award-giving ceremony after a fixture like a cup competition final, the captain usually leads the team up to collect their medals. Any trophy won by a team will be received by the captain who will also be the first one to hoist it. The captain also generally leads the teams out of the dressing room at the start of the match.

The captain generally provides a rallying point for the team: if morale is low, it is the captain who will be looked upon to boost their team's spirits.[6]

Captains may join the manager in deciding the first team for a certain game. In youth or recreational football, the captain often takes on duties, that would, at a higher level, be delegated to the manager.
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 Club




A club captain is usually appointed for a season[image: External link]. If he is unavailable or not selected for a particular game, then the club vice-captain will be appointed to perform a similar role.

The match captain is the first player to lift a trophy[image: External link] should the team win one, even if he was not the club captain. A good example of this was in the 1999 UEFA Champions League Final[image: External link] when match captain Peter Schmeichel[image: External link] lifted the trophy for Manchester United[image: External link] as club captain Roy Keane[image: External link] was suspended. In the 2012 UEFA Champions League Final[image: External link], match captain (who was the vice-captain) Frank Lampard[image: External link] jointly lifted the trophy for Chelsea[image: External link] with club captain John Terry[image: External link] (who was suspended, but given permission by UEFA).[7]

A club may appoint two distinct roles: a club captain to represent the players in a public relations role, and correspondent on the pitch. Manchester United[image: External link] has had both of these types of captains; Roy Keane[image: External link] was the club captain on and off the pitch from 1997 to 2005 as he was a regular in the starting eleven, but his successor Gary Neville[image: External link] while nominally club captain from 2005 to 2010 had made few first team appearances due to injuries and in his absence other players (Rio Ferdinand[image: External link] or vice-captain Ryan Giggs) were chosen to skipper the team on the field, such as in the 2008[image: External link] (Ferdinand was captain as he was in the starting XI, while Giggs was a substitute) and 2009 UEFA Champions League Finals[image: External link], respectively.[1] After Neville retired in 2011, regular starter Nemanja Vidić[image: External link] was named as club captain.

São Paulo's[image: External link] Rogério Ceni[image: External link] is the player who has worn the captain's armband the most times (980 times, from 1999 to 2015, all playing for São Paulo, a record considered unbreakable).
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 Vice-captain




A vice-captain (or assistant captain) is a player that is expected to captain the side when the club's captain is not included in the starting eleven, or if, during a game, the captain is substituted or sent off. Examples include Manuel Neuer[image: External link] succeeding Philipp Lahm[image: External link] at Bayern Munich[image: External link], Marcelo[image: External link] attaining from Sergio Ramos at Real Madrid C.F., Gary Cahill[image: External link] being the understudy of John Terry[image: External link] at Chelsea FC[image: External link] and Lionel Messi taking over from Andrés Iniesta at FC Barcelona.

Similarly, some clubs also name a 3rd captain to take the role of captain when both the captain and vice-captain are unavailable.
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 International




In the 1986 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], when Bryan Robson[image: External link] was injured and vice-captain Ray Wilkins[image: External link] received a two-game suspension for a red card, Peter Shilton[image: External link] became England's skipper for the rest of the tournament.

During the 2010 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] in South Africa, Germany had three captains. Michael Ballack[image: External link] had skippered the national team since 2004, including the successful qualifiers for the 2010 World Cup, but he did not play in the latter tournament due to a last minute injury. Philipp Lahm[image: External link] was appointed captain in South Africa, but due to an illness that ruled him out of Germany's final fixture, Bastian Schweinsteiger[image: External link] skippered the team for that game which was the third-place match. Lahm stated in an interview that he would not relinquish the captaincy when Ballack returned, causing some controversy, so team manager Oliver Bierhoff[image: External link] clarified the situation saying "Philipp Lahm is the World Cup captain and Michael Ballack is still the captain".[8][9] Lahm ended up becoming the permanent captain of Germany, as Ballack was never again called up for the national team.[10][11]
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Serie A





This article is about the Italian football league. For other uses, see Serie A (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Serie A (Italian pronunciation: [ˈsɛːrje ˈa][image: External link]), also called Serie A TIM due to sponsorship[image: External link] by TIM[image: External link], is a professional league competition for football clubs located at the top of the Italian football league system[image: External link] and has been operating for over eighty years since the 1929–30 season. It had been organized by Lega Calcio[image: External link] until 2010, but a new league, the Lega Serie A[image: External link], was created for the 2010–11 season. Serie A is regarded as one of the best football leagues in the world and it is often depicted as the most tactical national league.[1] Serie A is the world's second-strongest national league according to IFFHS[image: External link][2] and has produced the highest number of European Cup[image: External link] finalists: Italian clubs have reached the final of the competition on a record 27 different occasions, winning the title 12 times.[3] Serie A is ranked fourth among European leagues according to UEFA's league coefficient[image: External link], behind La Liga, the Bundesliga[image: External link], the Premier League[image: External link] and ahead of Ligue 1, which is based on the performance of Italian clubs in the Champions League and the Europa League during the last five years.[4] Serie A led the UEFA ranking from 1986 to 1988 and from 1990 to 1999[image: External link].[5]

In its current format, the Italian Football Championship[image: External link] was revised from having regional and interregional rounds, to a single-tier league from the 1929–30[image: External link] season onwards. The championship titles won prior to 1929 are officially recognised by FIGC[image: External link] with the same weighting as titles that were subsequently awarded. However, the 1945–46 season, when the league was played over two geographical groups due to the ravages of WWII[image: External link], is not statistically considered, even if its title is fully official.[6] All the winning teams are recognised with the title[image: External link] of Campione d'Italia ("Champion of Italy"), which is ratified by the Lega Serie A before the start of the next edition of the championship.

The league hosts three of the world's most famous clubs as Juventus[image: External link], Milan[image: External link] and Internazionale[image: External link], all founding members of the G-14[image: External link], a group which represented the largest and most prestigious European football clubs since 2000 to 2008,[7] being the first two cited also founding members of its successive organisation, European Club Association[image: External link] (ECA). More players have won the coveted Ballon d'Or[image: External link] award while playing at a Serie A club than any other league in the world[8] – although Spain's La Liga has the highest total number of Ballon d'Or winners including the FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link]. Juventus, Italy's most successful club of the 20th century[9] and the most successful Italian team[image: External link],[10] is tied for fourth in Europe and eighth in the world with the most official international titles.[11] The club is also the only one in the world to have won all possible official continental competitions[image: External link] and the world title.[12][13][14] Milan is joint third club for official international titles won in the world, with 18.[15] Internazionale, following their achievements in the 2009–10 season[image: External link], became the first Italian team to have achieved a treble[image: External link].[16] Juventus, Milan and Inter, along with Roma[image: External link], Fiorentina[image: External link], Lazio[image: External link] and Napoli[image: External link], are known as the Seven Sisters of Italian football[image: External link].[17][18][19][20][21][note 1]
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 Format




For most of Serie A's history, there were 16 or 18 clubs competing at the top level. Since 2004–05, however, there have been 20 clubs altogether. One season (1947–48) was played with 21 teams for political reasons. Below is a complete record of how many teams played in each season throughout the league's history;


	18 clubs: 1929–1934

	16 clubs: 1934–1942

	18 clubs: 1942–1946

	20 clubs: 1946–1947

	21 clubs: 1947–1948

	20 clubs: 1948–1952

	18 clubs: 1952–1967

	16 clubs: 1967–1988

	18 clubs: 1988–2004

	20 clubs: 2004–present



During the season, which runs from August to May, each club plays each of the other teams twice; once at home and once away, totalling 38 games for each team by the end of the season. Thus, in Italian football a true round-robin[image: External link] format is used. In the first half of the season, called the andata, each team plays once against each league opponent, for a total of 19 games. In the second half of the season, called the ritorno, the teams play in exactly the same order that they did in the first half of the season, the only difference being that home and away situations are switched. Since the 1994–95 season, teams are awarded three points for a win, one point for a draw and no points for a loss.

Since Italy is currently rated fourth in Europe in terms of club football ratings,[22] the top three teams in the Serie A qualify for the UEFA Champions League (from the 2011–12 season). The top two teams qualify directly to the group phase, while the third-placed team enters the competition at the playoff qualifying round and must win a two-legged knockout tie in order to enter the group phase. Teams finishing fourth and fifth qualify for the UEFA Europa League tournament. A third UEFA Europa League spot is reserved for the winner of the Coppa Italia[image: External link]. If the Coppa Italia champion has already qualified for the major European tournament by placing in the top three of Serie A, the third UEFA Europa League spot goes to the sixth-ranked team in Serie A. If both Coppa Italia finalists finish among the top five teams in Serie A, the sixth-ranked team in Serie A is awarded the UEFA Europa League spot. The three lowest-placed teams are relegated[image: External link] to Serie B[image: External link].

From 2005–06 season if 2 or more teams are tied in points (for every place), the deciding tie-breakers are follows:


	Head-to-head records (results and points)

	
Goal difference[image: External link] of head-to-head games

	Goal difference overall

	Higher number of goals scored

	Draw



Until 2004–05 season, a playoff would be used to determine the champions, European spots or relegation, if the two teams were tied on points. Any play-off was held after the end of regular season. The last championship playoff occurred in the 1963-64 season[image: External link] when Bologna and Inter both finished on 54 points. Bologna won the play-off 2-0.
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 Serie A clubs





	For more details see List of Italian Football Championship clubs[image: External link]



Prior to 1929, many clubs competed in the top level of Italian football as the earlier rounds were competed up to 1922 on a regional[image: External link] basis then interregional up to 1929. Below is a list of Serie A clubs who have competed in the competition when it has been a league format (66 in total).
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 Serie A Members for 2016–17






	Team
	Home city
	Stadium
	Capacity
	2015–16 season



	Atalanta[image: External link]
	Bergamo[image: External link]
	Stadio Atleti Azzurri d'Italia[image: External link]
	26,542
	13th in Serie A



	Bologna
	Bologna[image: External link]
	Stadio Renato Dall'Ara[image: External link]
	38,279
	14th in Serie A



	Cagliari[image: External link]
	Cagliari[image: External link]
	Stadio Sant'Elia[image: External link]
	16,000
	Serie B Champions[image: External link]



	Chievo
	Verona[image: External link]
	Stadio Marc'Antonio Bentegodi[image: External link]
	38,402
	9th in Serie A



	Crotone[image: External link]
	Crotone[image: External link]
	Stadio Ezio Scida[image: External link]
	9,631
	Serie B Runners-up[image: External link]



	Empoli[image: External link]
	Empoli[image: External link]
	Stadio Carlo Castellani[image: External link]
	16,800
	10th in Serie A



	Fiorentina[image: External link]
	Florence[image: External link]
	Stadio Artemio Franchi
	47,282
	5th in Serie A



	Genoa[image: External link]
	Genoa[image: External link]
	Stadio Luigi Ferraris[image: External link]
	36,685
	11th in Serie A



	Internazionale[image: External link]
	Milan[image: External link]
	San Siro[image: External link]
	80,018
	4th in Serie A



	Juventus[image: External link]
	Turin[image: External link]
	Juventus Stadium[image: External link]
	41,475
	Serie A Champions[image: External link]



	Lazio[image: External link]
	Rome[image: External link]
	Stadio Olimpico[image: External link]
	72,698
	8th in Serie A



	Milan[image: External link]
	Milan
	San Siro[image: External link]
	80,018
	7th in Serie A



	Napoli[image: External link]
	Naples[image: External link]
	Stadio San Paolo[image: External link]
	60,240
	2nd in Serie A



	Palermo
	Palermo[image: External link]
	Stadio Renzo Barbera[image: External link]
	36,349
	16th in Serie A



	Pescara[image: External link]
	Pescara[image: External link]
	Stadio Adriatico[image: External link]
	20,476
	Serie B Playoffs Winners[image: External link]



	Roma[image: External link]
	Rome
	Stadio Olimpico[image: External link]
	72,698
	3rd in Serie A



	Sampdoria
	Genoa
	Stadio Luigi Ferraris[image: External link]
	36,685
	15th in Serie A



	Sassuolo[image: External link]
	Sassuolo[image: External link]
	Mapei Stadium[image: External link]
	23,717
	6th in Serie A



	Torino[image: External link]
	Turin
	Stadio Olimpico Grande Torino[image: External link]
	27,994
	12th in Serie A



	Udinese[image: External link]
	Udine[image: External link]
	Stadio Friuli[image: External link]
	25,144
	17th in Serie A
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 Seasons in Serie A




There are 66 teams that have taken part in 85 Serie A championships in a single round that was played from the 1929–30 season[image: External link] until the 2016–17 season[image: External link]. The teams in bold compete in Serie A currently. Internazionale[image: External link] is the only team that has played Serie A football in every season.



	
	

	
85 seasons: Internazionale[image: External link]


	
84 seasons: Juventus[image: External link], Roma[image: External link]


	
83 seasons: Milan[image: External link]


	
79 seasons: Fiorentina[image: External link]


	
74 seasons: Lazio[image: External link]


	
73 seasons: Torino[image: External link]


	
71 seasons: Napoli[image: External link]


	
70 seasons: Bologna


	
60 seasons: Sampdoria


	
56 seasons: Atalanta[image: External link]


	
50 seasons: Genoa[image: External link]


	
44 seasons: Udinese[image: External link]


	
37 seasons: Cagliari[image: External link]


	
30 seasons: Bari, Vicenza[image: External link]


	
29 seasons: Palermo


	
27 seasons: Hellas Verona[image: External link]


	
26 seasons: Triestina[image: External link]


	
24 seasons: Parma[image: External link]


	
22 seasons: Brescia





	

	
18 seasons: Livorno[image: External link]


	
17 seasons: Catania


	
16 seasons: Ascoli[image: External link], Padova[image: External link], SPAL[image: External link]


	
15 seasons: Chievo, Lecce[image: External link]


	
13 seasons: Alessandria[image: External link], Cesena[image: External link], Como[image: External link], Modena[image: External link], Novara, Perugia[image: External link]


	
12 seasons: Empoli[image: External link], Pro Patria[image: External link], Venezia[image: External link]


	
11 seasons: Foggia[image: External link]


	
10 seasons: Avellino[image: External link]


	
9 seasons: Reggina[image: External link], Siena[image: External link]


	
8 seasons: Lucchese[image: External link], Piacenza[image: External link]


	
7 seasons: Catanzaro[image: External link], Cremonese[image: External link], Mantova[image: External link], Pescara[image: External link], Pisa[image: External link], Varese[image: External link]


	
6 seasons: Pro Vercelli[image: External link]


	
5 seasons: Liguria, Messina[image: External link]


	
4 seasons: Casale[image: External link], Sassuolo[image: External link]


	
3 seasons: Lecco[image: External link], Legnano[image: External link], Reggiana[image: External link], Sampierdarenese


	
2 seasons: Ancona[image: External link], Salernitana[image: External link], Ternana[image: External link]


	
1 season: Carpi[image: External link], Crotone[image: External link], Frosinone[image: External link], Pistoiese[image: External link], Treviso[image: External link]
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 History




Serie A, as it is structured today, began during the 1929–1930 season. From 1898 to 1922, the competition was organised into regional groups. Because of ever growing teams attending regional championships, the Italian Football Federation[image: External link] (FIGC) split the CCI (Italian Football Confederation) in 1921. When CCI teams rejoined the FIGC created two interregional divisions renaming Categories into Divisions and splitting FIGC sections into two North-South leagues. In 1926, due to internal crises, the FIGC changed internal settings, adding southern teams to the national division, ultimately leading to the 1929–30 final settlement. No title was awarded in 1927 after Torino[image: External link] were stripped of the championship by the FIGC. Torino were declared champions in the 1948–49 season following a plane crash[image: External link] near the end of the season in which the entire team was killed.

The Serie A Championship title is often referred to as the scudetto ("small shield") because since the 1924–25 season, the winning team will bear a small coat of arms with the Italian tricolour[image: External link] on their strip in the following season. The most successful club[image: External link] is Juventus[image: External link] with 32 championships, followed by both Milan[image: External link] and Internazionale[image: External link], with 18 championships apiece. From 2004–05 onwards, an actual trophy was awarded to club on the pitch after the last turn of the championship. The trophy, called the Coppa Campioni d'Italia[image: External link], has officially been used since the 1960–61 season, but between 1961 and 2004 was consigned to the winning clubs at the head office of the Lega Nazionale Professionisti[image: External link].

On 30 April 2009, Serie A announced a split from Serie B. Nineteen of the twenty clubs voted in favour of the move in an argument over television rights; the relegation-threatened Lecce[image: External link] had voted against the decision. Maurizio Beretta, the former head of Italy's employers' association, became president of the new league.[23][24][25][26]

On 14 April 2016, it was announced that Serie A was selected by the International Football Association Board[image: External link] to test video replays, which will initially be private for the 2016–17 season, before allowing them to become a live pilot phase with replay assistance by the 2017–18 season at the latest. On the decision, FIGC President Carlo Tavecchio[image: External link] said, "We were among the first supporters of using technology on the pitch and we believe we have everything required to offer our contribution to this important experiment."[27]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television rights




In the past, individual clubs competing in the league had the rights to sell their broadcast rights to specific channels throughout Italy, unlike in most other European countries. Currently, the two broadcasters in Italy are the satellite broadcaster Sky Italia[image: External link] and terrestrial broadcaster Mediaset Premium[image: External link] for its own pay television networks; RAI[image: External link] is allowed to broadcast only highlights (in exclusive from 13:30 to 22:30 CET[image: External link]). This is a list of television rights in Italy (until 2009–10):


	Sky Italia (all matches)

	
Mediaset Premium[image: External link] (all matches of Milan[image: External link], Inter[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link], Lazio[image: External link], Roma[image: External link], Napoli[image: External link] and matches in house and guests of the above teams of Genoa[image: External link], Atalanta[image: External link], Chievo, Bari[image: External link])

	
RAI[image: External link] (highlights)



For the 2010–11 and 2011–12 seasons, Serie A clubs negotiating club TV rights collectively rather than individually for the first time since 1998–99. The domestic rights for those two seasons were sold for €1.149 billion to Sky Italia.[28]
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 International




Global rights for the 2010–11 and 2011–12 seasons were sold for €181.5 million to MP & Silva[image: External link].[29]

In countries and territories outside of Italy, the league is broadcast on:


	
Rai Italia[image: External link] (numerous countries in several continents)

	
BT Sport[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
CBC Sport[image: External link] (Azerbaijan)

	
Setanta Sports[image: External link] (Ireland)

	
beIN Sports[image: External link] (Spain)

	
Benfica TV[image: External link] (Portugal)

	
Teleclub[image: External link] (Switzerland)

	
beIN Sports USA[image: External link] (United States as well as Canada while not having a broadcast channel)

	
TV Esporte Interativo[image: External link], Fox Sports[image: External link] (Brazil)

	
ESPN Latin America[image: External link] (Latin America, Brazil and Caribbean)

	
CCTV5[image: External link] (China)

	
Sony ESPN[image: External link] (India)

	
beIN Sports[image: External link] (Middle East and North Africa)

	
Astro SuperSport[image: External link] (Malaysia)

	
Global TV[image: External link], Jak TV[image: External link], Trans 7[image: External link], Topas TV (Indonesia)

	
Neo Sports[image: External link], TrueVisions[image: External link] (Thailand)

	
mio TV[image: External link] (Singapore)

	Fox Sports (Netherlands)

	
OTE Sport[image: External link] (Greece)

	Eleven Sports Network (Poland)

	
Sport1 (Czech Republic and Slovakia)

	
NTV Turkey[image: External link] (Turkey)

	
bTV Action[image: External link], RING[image: External link] (Bulgaria)

	
Arenasport[image: External link] (Croatia)

	
Arena Sport[image: External link] (Bosnia and Herzegovina)

	
Digi Sport[image: External link] (Romania)

	
Match TV[image: External link] (Russia)

	
Arena Sport[image: External link] (Serbia)

	
Arena Sport[image: External link] (Montenegro)

	
Arena Sport[image: External link] (Macedonia)

	
SuperSport[image: External link] (Albania)

	
IPKO[image: External link] (Kosovo)

	
Multichoice[image: External link] (South Africa)

	
Sport 5[image: External link] (Israel)

	
HiTV[image: External link] (Nigeria)

	Sport1 (Lithuania)

	
Canal9[image: External link] (Denmark and Norway)

	
Sportbox[image: External link] (Mongolia)

	
Stöð 2 Sport[image: External link] (Iceland)

	
beIN Sports[image: External link] (Australia)

	
Caracol TV[image: External link] (Colombia)



In the 1990s, Serie A was at its most popular in the United Kingdom when it was shown on Channel 4[image: External link], although it has actually appeared on more UK channels than any other league, rarely staying in one place for long since 2002. Serie A has appeared in the UK on BSB[image: External link] Sports Channel (1990–91), Sky Sports (1991–92), Channel 4 (1992–2002), Eurosport (2002–04), Setanta Sports and Bravo[image: External link] (2004–07), Channel 5 (2007–08), ESPN (2009–13) and BT Sport (since 2013). In Mexico, Televisa Deportes Network HD two games delay in the week.
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 Champions





	
Main article: List of Italian football champions[image: External link]








	Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Championship seasons



	Juventus[image: External link]
	32
	21
	1905[image: External link], 1925–26[image: External link], 1930–31[image: External link], 1931–32[image: External link], 1932–33[image: External link], 1933–34[image: External link], 1934–35[image: External link], 1949–50[image: External link], 1951–52[image: External link], 1957–58[image: External link], 1959–60[image: External link], 1960–61[image: External link], 1966–67[image: External link], 1971–72[image: External link], 1972–73[image: External link], 1974–75[image: External link], 1976-77[image: External link], 1977–78[image: External link], 1980–81[image: External link], 1981–82[image: External link], 1983–84[image: External link], 1985–86[image: External link], 1994–95[image: External link], 1996–97[image: External link], 1997–98[image: External link], 2001–02[image: External link], 2002–03[image: External link], 2004–05,[nb 1] 2005–06,[nb 2] 2011–12[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]



	Milan[image: External link]
	18
	15
	1901[image: External link], 1906[image: External link], 1907[image: External link], 1950–51[image: External link], 1954–55[image: External link], 1956–57[image: External link], 1958–59[image: External link], 1961–62[image: External link], 1967–68[image: External link], 1978–79[image: External link], 1987–88[image: External link], 1991–92[image: External link], 1992–93[image: External link], 1993–94[image: External link], 1995–96[image: External link], 1998–99[image: External link], 2003–04[image: External link], 2010–11[image: External link]



	Internazionale[image: External link]
	18
	14
	1909–10[image: External link], 1919–20[image: External link], 1929–30[image: External link], 1937–38[image: External link], 1939–40[image: External link], 1952–53[image: External link], 1953–54[image: External link], 1962–63[image: External link], 1964–65[image: External link], 1965–66[image: External link], 1970–71[image: External link], 1979–80[image: External link], 1988–89[image: External link], 2005–06,[nb 2] 2006–07, 2007–08, 2008–09, 2009–10[image: External link]



	Genoa[image: External link]
	9
	4
	1898[image: External link], 1899[image: External link], 1900[image: External link], 1902[image: External link], 1903[image: External link], 1904[image: External link], 1914–15[image: External link], 1922–23[image: External link], 1923–24[image: External link]



	Torino[image: External link]
	7
	7
	1926–27[image: External link],[nb 3] 1927–28[image: External link], 1942–43[image: External link], 1945–46[image: External link], 1946–47[image: External link], 1947–48[image: External link], 1948–49[image: External link], 1975–76[image: External link]



	Bologna
	7
	4
	1924–25[image: External link], 1928–29[image: External link], 1935–36[image: External link], 1936–37[image: External link], 1938–39[image: External link], 1940–41[image: External link], 1963–64[image: External link]



	Pro Vercelli[image: External link]
	7
	1
	1908[image: External link], 1909[image: External link], 1910–11[image: External link], 1911–12[image: External link], 1912–13[image: External link], 1920–21[image: External link], 1921–22 (C.C.I.)[image: External link]



	Roma[image: External link]
	3
	13
	1941–42[image: External link], 1982–83[image: External link], 2000–01[image: External link]



	Lazio[image: External link]
	2
	6
	1973–74[image: External link], 1999–2000[image: External link]



	Napoli[image: External link]
	2
	6
	1986–87[image: External link], 1989–90[image: External link]



	Fiorentina[image: External link]
	2
	5
	1955–56[image: External link], 1968–69[image: External link]



	Cagliari[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1969–70[image: External link]



	Casale[image: External link]
	1
	-
	1913–14[image: External link]



	Novese[image: External link]
	1
	-
	1921–22 (F.I.G.C.)[image: External link]



	Hellas Verona[image: External link]
	1
	-
	1984–85[image: External link]



	Sampdoria
	1
	-
	1990–91[image: External link]




Bold indicates clubs which will play in the 2016–17 Serie A[image: External link].


	The overall first places of Juventus[image: External link] are 33: 32 victories of the championship and 1 scudetto revoked in 2004–05.

	The overall first places of Torino[image: External link] are 8: 7 victories of the championship and 1 scudetto revoked in 1926–27.

	The overall first places of Genoa[image: External link] are 8: the scudetto won in 1914–15 was assigned to the club with the 1st/2nd place final unplayed.

	A decoration was awarded to Spezia[image: External link] in 2002 by the FIGC for the 1944 wartime championship[image: External link]. However, the FIGC has stated that it cannot be considered as a scudetto.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 By city






	City
	Championships
	Clubs



	Turin[image: External link]
	
39


	
Juventus[image: External link] (32), Torino[image: External link] (7),



	Milan[image: External link]
	
36


	
Milan[image: External link] (18), Inter Milan[image: External link] (18)



	Genoa[image: External link]
	
10


	
Genoa[image: External link] (9), Sampdoria (1)



	Bologna[image: External link]
	
7


	
Bologna (7)



	Vercelli[image: External link]
	
7


	
Pro Vercelli[image: External link] (7)



	Rome[image: External link]
	
5


	
Roma[image: External link] (3), Lazio[image: External link] (2)



	Florence[image: External link]
	
2


	
Fiorentina[image: External link] (2)



	Naples[image: External link]
	
2


	
Napoli[image: External link] (2)



	Cagliari[image: External link]
	
1


	
Cagliari[image: External link] (1)



	Casale Monferrato[image: External link]
	
1


	
Casale[image: External link] (1)



	Novi Ligure[image: External link]
	
1


	
Novese[image: External link] (1)



	Verona[image: External link]
	
1


	
Verona[image: External link] (1)
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	Region
	Championships
	Clubs



	Piedmont[image: External link]
	
48


	
Juventus[image: External link] (32), Torino[image: External link] (7), Pro Vercelli[image: External link] (7), Casale[image: External link] (1), Novese[image: External link] (1)



	Lombardy[image: External link]
	
36


	
Milan[image: External link] (18), Internazionale[image: External link] (18)



	Liguria[image: External link]
	
10


	
Genoa[image: External link] (9), Sampdoria (1)



	Emilia-Romagna[image: External link]
	
7


	
Bologna (7)



	Lazio[image: External link]
	
5


	
Roma[image: External link] (3), Lazio[image: External link] (2)



	Campania[image: External link]
	
2


	
Napoli[image: External link] (2)



	Tuscany[image: External link]
	
2


	
Fiorentina[image: External link] (2)



	Sardinia[image: External link]
	
1


	
Cagliari[image: External link] (1)



	Veneto[image: External link]
	
1


	
Verona[image: External link] (1)
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Further information: Football records in Italy[image: External link]




	
Top 10 players with most appearances

Last updated as of 14 May 2017




	Player
	Period
	Club(s)
	Games



	1
	Paolo Maldini[image: External link]
	1985–2009
	Milan[image: External link]
	647



	2
	Gianluigi Buffon
	1995–
	Parma[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link]
	618



	3
	Francesco Totti
	1992–
	Roma[image: External link]
	617



	3
	Javier Zanetti[image: External link]
	1995–2014
	Internazionale[image: External link]
	615



	5
	Gianluca Pagliuca[image: External link]
	1987–2007
	Sampdoria, Internazionale[image: External link], Bologna, Ascoli[image: External link]
	592



	6
	Dino Zoff[image: External link]
	1961–1983
	Udinese[image: External link], Mantova[image: External link], Napoli[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link]
	570



	7
	Pietro Vierchowod[image: External link]
	1980–2000
	Como[image: External link], Fiorentina[image: External link], Roma[image: External link], Sampdoria, Juventus[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], Piacenza[image: External link]
	562



	8
	Roberto Mancini[image: External link]
	1981–2001
	Bologna, Sampdoria, Lazio[image: External link]
	541



	9
	Silvio Piola
	1929–1954
	Pro Vercelli[image: External link], Lazio[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link], Novara
	537



	10
	Enrico Albertosi[image: External link]
	1958–1980
	Fiorentina[image: External link], Cagliari[image: External link], Milan[image: External link]
	532






	
Top 10 goalscorers

Last updated as of 14 May 2017




	Player
	Period
	Club(s)
	Goals



	1
	Silvio Piola
	1929–1954
	Pro Vercelli[image: External link], Lazio[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link], Novara
	274



	2
	Francesco Totti
	1992–
	Roma[image: External link]
	250



	3
	Gunnar Nordahl
	1948–1958
	Milan[image: External link], Roma[image: External link]
	225



	4
	José Altafini[image: External link]
	1958–1976
	Milan[image: External link], Napoli[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link]
	216



	4
	Giuseppe Meazza
	1929–1947
	Internazionale[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link]
	216



	6
	Antonio Di Natale[image: External link]
	2002–2016
	Empoli[image: External link], Udinese[image: External link]
	209



	7
	Roberto Baggio[image: External link]
	1986–2004
	Fiorentina[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], Bologna, Internazionale[image: External link], Brescia
	205



	8
	Kurt Hamrin[image: External link]
	1956–1971
	Juventus[image: External link], Padova[image: External link], Fiorentina[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], Napoli[image: External link]
	190



	9
	Giuseppe Signori
	1991–2004
	Foggia[image: External link], Lazio[image: External link], Sampdoria, Bologna
	188



	9
	Alessandro Del Piero
	1993–2012
	Juventus[image: External link]
	188



	9
	Alberto Gilardino
	1999–
	Piacenza[image: External link], Verona[image: External link], Parma[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], Fiorentina[image: External link], Genoa[image: External link], Bologna, Palermo, Empoli[image: External link], Pescara[image: External link]
	188






Further information: List of Serie A players with 100 or more goals[image: External link]
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 Non-EU players




Unlike La Liga, which imposed a quota on the number of non-EU players on each club, Serie A clubs could sign as many non-EU players as available on domestic transfer.

During the 1980s and 1990s, most Serie A clubs signed a large number of players from foreign nations (both EU and non-EU members). Notable foreign players to play in Serie A during this era included England internationals[image: External link] Paul Gascoigne[image: External link] and David Platt[image: External link], France's[image: External link] Michel Platini and Laurent Blanc[image: External link], Lothar Matthaus[image: External link] and Jurgen Klinsmann[image: External link] from Germany, Dutchmen[image: External link] Ruud Gullit[image: External link] and Dennis Bergkamp[image: External link], and Argentina's[image: External link] Diego Maradona[image: External link].

But since the 2003–04 season, a quota has been imposed on each of the clubs limiting the number of non-EU, non-EFTA and non-Swiss players who may be signed from abroad each season,[32] following provisional measures[33] introduced in the 2002–03 season, which allowed Serie A and B clubs to sign only one non-EU player in the 2002 summer transfer window.

In the middle of the 2000–01 season, the old quota system was abolished, which no longer limited each team to having more than five non-EU players and using no more than three in each match.[33][34] Concurrent with the abolishment of the quota, the FIGC had investigated footballers that used fake passports. Alberto[image: External link] and Warley[image: External link], Alejandro Da Silva[image: External link] and Jorginho Paulista[image: External link] of Udinese;[35] Fábio Júnior[image: External link] and Gustavo Bartelt[image: External link] of Roma;[36] Dida[image: External link] of Milan; Álvaro Recoba[image: External link] of Inter; Thomas Job[image: External link], Francis Zé[image: External link], Jean Ondoa[image: External link] of Sampdoria; and Jeda[image: External link] and Dede[image: External link] of Vicenza were all banned in July 2001 for lengths ranging from six months to one year.[37] However, most of the bans were subsequently reduced.

The number of non-EU players was reduced from 265 in 2002–03 season to 166 in 2006–07 season.[38] It also included players who received EU status after their respective countries joined the EU (see 2004[image: External link] and 2007 enlargement[image: External link]), which made players such as Adrian Mutu[image: External link], Valeri Bojinov[image: External link], Marek Jankulovski[image: External link] and Marius Stankevičius[image: External link] EU players.

The rule underwent minor changes in August 2004,[39] June 2005,[40] June 2006.[41][42] and June 2007.[43]

Since the 2008–09 season, three quotas have been awarded to clubs that do not have non-EU players in their squad (previously only newly promoted clubs could have three quotas); clubs that have one non-EU player have two quotas. Those clubs that have two non-EU players, are awarded one quota and one conditional quota, which is awarded after: 1) Transferred 1 non-EU player abroad, or 2) Release 1 non-EU player as free agent, or 3) A non-EU player received EU nationality. Clubs with three or more non-EU players, have two conditional quotas, but releasing two non-EU players as free agent, will only have one quota instead of two.[44] Serie B and Lega Pro clubs cannot sign non-EU player from abroad, except those followed the club promoted from Serie D[image: External link].

Large clubs with many foreigners usually borrow quotas from other clubs that have few foreigners or no foreigners in order to sign more non-EU players. For example, Adrian Mutu[image: External link] joined Juventus[image: External link] via Livorno[image: External link] in 2005, as at the time Romania was not a member of the EU. Other examples include Júlio César[image: External link], Victor Obinna[image: External link] and Maxwell, who joined Internazionale[image: External link] from Chievo (first two) and Empoli[image: External link] respectively.

On 2 July 2010, the above conditional quota reduced back to one, though if a team did not have any non-EU players, that team could still sign up to three non-EU players.[45][46][47] In 2011 the signing quota reverted to two.[48]
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 Homegrown players




Serie A also imposed Homegrown players rule, a modification of Homegrown Player Rule (UEFA)[image: External link]. Unlike UEFA, Serie A at first did not cap the number of players in first team squad at 25, meaning the club could employ more foreigners by increasing the size of the squad.[49] However, a cap of 25 (under-21 players were excluded) was introduced to 2015–16 season (in 2015–16 season, squad simply require 8 homegrown players but not require 4 of them from their own youth team).[50] In the 2016–17 season, the FIGC sanctioned Sassuolo for fielding ineligible player, Antonino Ragusa[image: External link].[51] Although the club did not exceed the capacity of 21 players that were not from their own youth team (only Domenico Berardi[image: External link] was eligible as youth product of their own) as well as under 21 of age (born 1995 or after, of which four players were eligible) in their 24-men call-up,[52] It was reported that on Lega Serie A side the squad list was not updated.[53]

In 2015–16 season, the following quota was announced.



	Size of First team squad
	Local + club youth product



	<=25
	min. 8 (max. 4 NOT from own youth team)
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 FIFA World Players of the Year




Main article: FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link]



	
Lothar Matthäus[image: External link]: 1991 ( Internazionale[image: External link])

	
Marco van Basten: 1992 ( Milan[image: External link])

	
Roberto Baggio[image: External link]: 1993 ( Juventus[image: External link])

	
George Weah[image: External link]: 1995 (Milan2)

	
Ronaldo: 19972 and 20021 (Internazionale)

	
Zinedine Zidane: 1998, 2000 (Juventus)

	
Pavel Nedvěd[image: External link]: 2003 (Juventus)

	
Fabio Cannavaro[image: External link]: 2006 (Juventus1)

	
Kaká: 2007 (Milan)



1Player was a member of the club for the first half of the calendar year (The second part of a finished season - January to May)

2Player was a member of the club for the second half of the calendar year (The first part of a new season - August to December)
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 Official match ball





	2007–2008: Nike T90 Aerow II

	2008–2009: Nike T90 Omni

	2009–2010: Nike T90 Ascente

	2010–2011: Nike T90 Tracer

	2011–2012: Nike Seitiro

	2012–2013: Nike Maxim

	2013–2014: Nike Incyte

	2014–present: Nike Ordem
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 Kick-off times




Until 1993, Serie A matches were all played at the same time,on Sunday afternoon at 2:30 p.m. or 4:30 p.m. (depending on the number of hours of daylight). For the 1993–94 season[image: External link], Lega Calcio made a notable change: a deferred match, scheduled for Sunday evening at 8:30 p.m. (8:45 p.m. from 2009–10[image: External link]) was made possible. This format was changed again in 1999–2000[image: External link], due to the emergence of pay television[image: External link] in Italian football:


	Saturday: two matches, the first at 6 p.m[image: External link] and the second at 8:45;

	Sunday: most of a matchday begins at 3 p.m, while a deferred match is still possible.



In 2004, due to the presence of 20 teams, it also became possible to play in midweek: on Wednesday evening, with some matches on Tuesday and others on Thursday (at 8:45). In 2010, a "lunch match" was introduced: a match played on Sunday at 12:30. Finally, for a few weeks, matches can be played on Friday or on Monday (in the evenings).[54]
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 List of Lega Serie A presidents





	
Maurizio Beretta ( it[image: External link]), 2010–present.[55][56]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also
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David Trezeguet





"Trezeguet" redirects here. For the Egyptian footballer who uses the name Trezeguet, see Mahmoud Hassan (footballer)[image: External link].

David Sergio Trezeguet (French pronunciation: ​[da.vid sɛʁ.ʒjo tʁe.ze.ɡɛ][image: External link]; Spanish pronunciation: [ðaˈβið ˈserxjo tɾeseˈɣet][image: External link]; born 15 October 1977) is a French former footballer who played as a striker[image: External link].

Trezeguet began his career in Argentina with Club Atlético Platense[image: External link] at the age of eight, progressing through their youth system[image: External link] to their first team, where he made his debut in the Primera División[image: External link] in 1994. After one season, he transferred to Ligue 1 side AS Monaco[image: External link], where he would form a striking partnership with international teammate Thierry Henry, winning the league in the 1996–97 season[image: External link]. He left the club in 2000, having scored 52 goals in 93 Ligue 1 appearances and having claimed two Ligue 1 championships and the 1997 Trophée des champions[image: External link]. In 2000, Trezeguet signed for Italian Serie A club Juventus[image: External link] for a transfer fee of £20 million. With 24 goals, he was the joint recipient of the Capocannoniere[image: External link] award for top scorer as his team won the 2001–02 Serie A[image: External link] title; Trezeguet also scored eight goals in 10 Champions League[image: External link] appearances as Juventus reached the second round of the tournament. Despite struggling with injuries the following season, he won another league title[image: External link] with the club, and also scored four goals in 10 Champions League[image: External link] appearances as Juventus reached the final[image: External link] of the tournament, eventually losing 2–3 on penalties to Milan[image: External link], as Trezeguet missed his spot kick in the resulting shoot-out. Overall, Trezeguet scored 135 goals in 245 league appearances for Juventus, making him the fourth-highest goalscorer in the club's history.[2] Later in his career he had brief spells in Spain, the United Arab Emirates, Argentina and India.

At international level, Trezeguet scored 34 goals in 71 appearances for the France national team[image: External link] between 1998 and 2008. He also played for France at under-18[image: External link], under-20[image: External link], and under-21[image: External link] levels.[3][4] Trezeguet represented France at the 1997 FIFA World Youth Championship[image: External link], the 1998 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], UEFA Euro 2000[image: External link], the 2002 World Cup[image: External link], Euro 2004[image: External link] and the 2006 World Cup[image: External link]. Despite France winning the 1998 World Cup and finishing runners-up at the 2006 tournament, Trezeguet is perhaps most famous for scoring the golden goal[image: External link] in the Euro 2000 final[image: External link] against Italy[image: External link], which gave France a 2–1 win in extra time[image: External link] and missing his penalty in the 2006 World Cup final[image: External link]. Trezeguet is part of the FIFA 100[image: External link] list of 125 Greatest living players. In 2015, he was named one of the Golden Foot Award Legends[image: External link].[5]
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 Personal life




Trezeguet was born in Rouen[image: External link], Normandy[image: External link], France, but grew up in Buenos Aires[image: External link], Argentina. He is the son of Argentine[image: External link] parents Jorge Trezeguet[image: External link], a former footballer who now works as his agent, and Beatriz. David Trezeguet has a younger sister.

Trezeguet was married to Beatriz Villalba for 13 years, they have two sons together, Aarón (born 2000) and Noraan (born 2008). Beatriz is from Alicante[image: External link], Spain.[6] They divorced in 2012.
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 Club career
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 Platense




Trezeguet began his career at Platense[image: External link] in the Argentine Primera División[image: External link], where he played his first professional game on 12 June 1994 as a 16-year-old in a 1–1 tie against Gimnasia y Esgrima de La Plata[image: External link].[7] After just five matches with the team, he moved to his native country to play for AS Monaco[image: External link].[7]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Monaco




In 1995, he was close to joining Paris Saint-Germain, but the deal was cancelled after the two clubs failed to agree a deal. Shortly afterwards, he opted to join Monaco.[7] Monaco coach Jean Tigana[image: External link] was "impressed" by Trezeguet who scored 5 goals in trial, signing a deal which saw him earn 15,000 francs a month.[8]

Trezeguet spent two seasons with Monaco B, having made just nine appearances in total for the club's first team during his first two seasons.[9] In 1998, Trezeguet scored the fastest ever goal in terms of velocity in UEFA Champions League history in a quarter-final match against Manchester United[image: External link]. The shot that resulted in a goal was clocked at 97.6 mph (157.3 km/h).[citation needed[image: External link]] With Monaco, he won Ligue 1 twice and was named Ligue 1 Young Player of the Year[image: External link] in 1998. He scored a total of 60 goals in 113 appearances for the French club and it was here that he made his name as a potent goalscoring poacher[image: External link].[10]
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 Juventus




During his first season with Juventus[image: External link], under manager Carlo Ancelotti[image: External link], Trezeguet managed 14 goals in Serie A, despite being predominantly utilised as a substitute striker, behind Filippo Inzaghi[image: External link], who started alongside Alessandro Del Piero. Juventus missed out on the 2000–01 Serie A title[image: External link] that season, finishing in second place behind Roma[image: External link]. In his second season at the club, under manager Marcello Lippi[image: External link], he scored 24 league goals in 34 league matches to finish as the Serie A top goalscorer[image: External link], along with Dario Hübner[image: External link] of Piacenza[image: External link], as Juventus won the 2001–02[image: External link] Serie A title. That same season, he was named Serie A Footballer of the Year and Serie A Foreign Footballer of the Year[image: External link], also reaching the final of the 2001–02 Coppa Italia[image: External link]; he also scored eight goals in ten UEFA Champions League[image: External link] appearances, although the club were eliminated in the second round of the competition. In his second season, his appearances were limited by injuries, although he still helped Juventus to defend the Serie A title[image: External link], also winning the 2002 Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link] and scoring four goals in ten appearances as Juventus reached the 2003 UEFA Champions League Final[image: External link]. In the final, Trezeguet was one of three Juventus players to have their penalty saved by Milan[image: External link] keeper Dida[image: External link], as Juventus lost 3–2 on penalty kicks after a 0–0 draw. This would be the closest Trezeguet ever got to winning the Champions League. During the 2003–04 season, Trezeguet helped the team to win a second consecutive Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link] title, scoring a goal during the match, also reaching another Coppa Italia final[image: External link], although their European[image: External link] and domestic league campaigns[image: External link] would be less successful, despite his 16 goals in Serie A that season, as the club finished the league in third place. In 2004, Brazilian[image: External link] legend Pelé[image: External link] included Trezeguet in the FIFA 100[image: External link], his list of the 125 greatest living footballers.[10]

Although Trezeguet won the 2004–05 Serie A and 2005–06 Serie A titles with Juventus, scoring 23 league goals in the 2005–06 season, Juventus were caught in the 2006 Italian football scandal that rocked Italian football, and along with Milan, Fiorentina[image: External link], Lazio[image: External link], and Reggina[image: External link], Juventus were accused of match fixing[image: External link]. While the players had no part in the scandal, Juventus were subsequently stripped of their 2004–05 and 2005–06 titles, relegated to Serie B[image: External link], and were to start the 2006–07 season[image: External link] with a deficit of 30 points, eventually reduced to nine points on appeal. Following the enforced relegation to Serie B, the club lost several of its star players, including Fabio Cannavaro[image: External link] to Real Madrid, Gianluca Zambrotta[image: External link] to FC Barcelona, Adrian Mutu[image: External link] to Fiorentina, and Zlatan Ibrahimović to Internazionale[image: External link]. Trezeguet's compatriots Lilian Thuram[image: External link] and Patrick Vieira[image: External link] also left Juventus, for Barcelona and Inter, respectively. Manager Fabio Capello[image: External link] defected to Real Madrid and former Juventus legend and Trezeguet's former France[image: External link] teammate and captain, Didier Deschamps[image: External link], was appointed the new manager of Juve. As one of the club's star players, Trezeguet was heavily linked to a move away from Juventus, but he ultimately stayed with the Bianconeri to help the club return to Italy's top flight.[10]

On 16 September 2006, before Juventus' Serie B[image: External link] match against Vicenza[image: External link], he was awarded a commemorative plate in recognition of his 125 career goals. On 19 May 2007, Juventus achieved promotion to Serie A after a 5–1 win over Arezzo[image: External link]. Trezeguet scored the fifth goal which made the promotion mathematically possible. Despite the successful return to Serie A, and an eventual Serie B title, the season was not without controversy. After scoring a goal in Juventus' final match of the 2006–07 Serie B[image: External link] season against Spezia[image: External link], Trezeguet made a gesture toward the club president, making a number 15 with his fingers – the number of goals he scored throughout the Serie B season – which was followed by a hand gesture which, in Italian[image: External link], means "I'm out of here".[citation needed[image: External link]] Juventus, however, announced on 25 June 2007 that Trezeguet had renewed his contract until 2011.[11][12]

During the 2007–08 Serie A season, Trezeguet scored 20 league goals and was second only to teammate and club captain Alessandro Del Piero for the Capocannoniere. Juventus finished third in the league to qualify for the Champions League after missing out on the tournament for two consecutive seasons.[10]

In the 2008–09 season, Trezeguet sustained a groin injury that kept him out for most of the season. Trezeguet finally made his return on 4 February 2009 against Napoli[image: External link] in the Coppa Italia[image: External link] and had a goal controversially disallowed. Nevertheless, he was one of the players who scored in the penalty shootout, which Juventus won 4–3. Trezeguet would shortly get his first goal of 2009 in a 2–0 win against Palermo in late February – a match where he received the captaincy for the first time in his professional career. Juventus finished the season in second place in the league, also reaching the semi-finals of the Coppa Italia[image: External link] and the round of 16 of the UEFA Champions League[image: External link].[10]

On 9 December 2009, Trezeguet scored his 168th goal for Juventus in a 4–1 defeat to Bayern Munich[image: External link] in the 2009–10 UEFA Champions League[image: External link], making him the club's highest-ever foreign goalscorer, surpassing Omar Sívori[image: External link]'s total of 167 goals.[13] At the end of the 2009–10 season[image: External link], Trezeguet ranked fourth among Juventus' all-time top goalscorers with 171 goals. In August 2010, he was released from the remaining 12 months of his contract by Juventus.[14]
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 Hércules




On 30 August 2010, Trezeguet completed his move to newly promoted La Liga team Hércules CF[image: External link] on a two-year deal in the Spanish La Liga.[15] On 11 September 2010, Trezeguet made his debut in a 2–0 surprise victory against defending Liga champions Barcelona. Also in his debut, Trezeguet received a yellow card.[16] Eight days after since his debut, Trezeguet scored his first goal for the club, a conversion from the penalty spot in a 2–1 loss against Valencia CF[image: External link].[17] He was unable to prevent relegation for the side, however, and left the club at the start of the summer of 2011.[18] Trezeguet made 31 league appearance and scored 12 goals, making him the club's top goalscorer for the season.
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 Baniyas




On 30 August 2011, Trezeguet completed his move to UAE Pro-League[image: External link] side Baniyas SC[image: External link] on a one-year deal.[19] On 21 November 2011, his contract was mutually terminated due to an injury which had kept him sidelined for most of the season.[20] Trezeguet only appeared in the opening league match and a fixture in the Etisalat Emirates Cup[image: External link] for Baniyas.[21]
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 River Plate




On 19 December 2011, Trezeguet moved to River Plate[image: External link] in Argentina on a thee-year contract, shortly after the club was relegated to the Argentine second division[image: External link] for the first time in its history.[22] Trezeguet, a childhood fan of River, having grown up in Buenos Aires[image: External link],[23] spoke of it as his dream move, saying, "Being here is a unique feeling, motivated by everything that River represents."[24] On 19 January 2012, Trezeguet scored in his first appearance for River Plate in a friendly match against Racing Club de Avellaneda[image: External link].[25]

He made his official debut on 13 February 2012. He played his first match at Estadio Monumental[image: External link] the following week and scored his first official goal for River Plate after coming on as a substitute. On 26 February, he scored his second official goal, again after coming on as a substitute on the second half. Trezeguet scored his first double in River Plate on 10 March against Defensa y Justicia[image: External link], the first goal giving River Plate a 2–1 lead, while the second one tying the match 3–3. In the next match, he played for the first time in the starting XI and scored in the first half to maintain his excellent scoring form for River Plate.

Trezeguet would later state that the adrenaline he gets while playing for River surpasses any other moment he experienced in his career, including winning the 1998 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] with France and scoring the golden goal[image: External link] in the finals of UEFA Euro 2000[image: External link]: "I am feeling things that I have never felt before. Not with Juventus, nor with Monaco and not even at international level with France. Being a River fan and seeing the passion that exists in this team, all the people and all the pressure, I have more adrenaline than ever before."[26]

In the final match of the championship against Almirante Brown[image: External link] on 23 June, Trezeguet secured victory by scoring both of River's goals to seal promotion back to the top flight[image: External link]; Trezeguet also missed a penalty during the match.[27] Trezeguet finished his first season at River Plate with 13 goals in 18 matches, finishing sixth behind the team's top goalscorer, Fernando Cavenaghi[image: External link].[28]

On 9 September 2012, he scored his first goal in the Primera División Argentina[image: External link] against Newell's Old Boys[image: External link] in a 3–3 draw. He would later score against Estudiantes de La Plata in a 1–0 win and also against Colón de Santa Fe[image: External link] in a 2–1 victory.

Despite being a key member of the River Plate squad which returned to the Primera División Argentina, it was decided in June by head coach and manager Ramón Díaz[image: External link] that he would no longer be a part of the team's squad, despite fan protests.
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 Newell's Old Boys




On 22 July 2013, Trezeguet joined Newell's Old Boys[image: External link] on a one-year deal.[29] He made his debut on 18 August coming on as a substitute for Víctor Aquino[image: External link] in the 73rd minute, his side drew 0–0 with Belgrano de Córdoba[image: External link]. In his second game for the NOB he scored his first goal in the 90th minute against Atletico Rafaela[image: External link], they won the game 2–0. On 1 November, Trezeguet scored his 300th career goal against Colón de Santa Fe[image: External link] and 11 minutes later followed up with his 301st career goal and subsequently the equaliser, drawing 2–2 on the night.

On 16 March 2014, Trezeguet was subbed on in the 78th minute for Ezequiel Ponce. In the 83rd minute he scored the second goal of the game with his side winning 2–0 against Racing Club de Avellaneda[image: External link], a team which Trezeguet's former Juventus teammate Mauro Camoranesi[image: External link] currently plays for and was subbed on earlier in the match.
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 FC Pune City




On 30 July 2014, Trezeguet signed for Indian Super League[image: External link] franchise Pune City[image: External link].[30] Trezeguet scored his first goal for the club against FC Goa[image: External link], by the virtue of which, his franchise registered their first victory in the tournament.[31] This was followed by his second and his last goal in ISL, which came in a defeat against Kerala Blasters FC[image: External link].[32]

On 20 January 2015, it was announced that Trezeguet had retired as a player and was set to join the Juventus management team. It was confirmed by Trezeguet's agent.[33]
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 International career




As a French–Argentinian, Trezeguet was eligible to play for France or Argentina[image: External link].

Trezeguet first competed internationally in the French youth squad alongside Thierry Henry, Willy Sagnol[image: External link], and William Gallas[image: External link], and played in the 1997 FIFA World Youth Championship[image: External link]. In the lead up to the 1998 World Cup[image: External link] in France, Aimé Jacquet[image: External link] gave younger players such as David Trezeguet, Henry and Patrick Vieira[image: External link] the chance to display their talent, and all three were eventually selected for the World Cup ahead of experienced French players including David Ginola. Trezeguet scored one goal in the tournament, in the 4–0 win over Saudi Arabia[image: External link], as France went on to win the World Cup, defeating Brazil[image: External link] 3–0 in the final at the Stade de France[image: External link]. Two years later France were crowned European champions after defeating Italy[image: External link] 2–1 in the Euro 2000 final[image: External link], courtesy of Trezeguet's golden goal[image: External link] in extra time[image: External link] from a Robert Pirès[image: External link] assist.[34]

Although ranked first in the world, France failed spectacularly in the 2002 World Cup[image: External link], crashing out in the group stage without scoring a single goal, despite David Trezeguet, Thierry Henry and Djibril Cissé being the top goalscorers respectively in Serie A[image: External link], the Premier League[image: External link] and Ligue 1[image: External link] that season. The failure was then followed up by a quarter-final exit at Euro 2004[image: External link] at the hands of unheralded Greece[image: External link] with Trezeguet scoring just one goal in the tournament in a 2–2 draw against Croatia[image: External link]. However, with the return of Zinedine Zidane from brief international retirement, France would go on to reach the final of the 2006 World Cup[image: External link]. Throughout the tournament, Trezeguet found himself out of place in Raymond Domenech[image: External link]'s 4–2–3–1 formation[image: External link] which only used one striker – a position allocated to Thierry Henry. On 9 July 2006, Trezeguet took part in the final, coming on as a substitute. The match, against Italy, went to a penalty shootout[image: External link] and Trezeguet was the only player from either team to miss his penalty, his shot hitting the crossbar, as Italy won 5–3 on penalty kicks after a 1–1 draw.[10]

On 19 October 2007, Trezeguet threatened to quit France after being overlooked for two Euro 2008 qualifying[image: External link] matches by coach Raymond Domenech[image: External link].[35] On 26 March 2008, Trezeguet was selected for a friendly against England[image: External link] to replace the injured Karim Benzema, which would turn out to be his last appearance for France as he was subsequently not chosen for the squad that competed in Euro 2008[image: External link].[36]

On 9 July 2008, he announced his retirement from international football, finishing his France career ranked third among France's all-time top goalscorers with 34 goals from 71 caps.[37] He cited "the awful Euro 2008 and the reappointment of the coach" being the main reasons for this decision, and also added "I see football differently from how they see it in France. Euro 2008 was very negative, but what annoys me more is that Domenech is staying."[38]
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 Style of play




Trezeguet was a prolific, complete, and talented striker, who was gifted with pace, power, instinct, and an eye for goal.[10][39] A highly opportunistic player, he was excellent at taking advantage of chances and loose balls in the area, and was an accurate striker of the ball, known for his clinical finishing, as well as his ability to score with few touches, due to his ability to shoot first time and finish off chances from close range, even when off-balance or from awkward positions. He was capable of scoring with either foot, despite being naturally right footed, as well as with his head, and excelled in the air; he was also known for having a penchant for scoring acrobatic goals. Although he wasn't particularly talented, skilful, or known for his link-up play, he was also highly regarded for his positional sense, anticipation, reactions, offensive movement, and his ability to lose his markers, as well as for his skill at playing with his back to goal, courtesy of his solid technique.[10][40][41] Considered to be one of the best strikers of his generation, due to the number of goals he scored for Juventus he gained the nicknames: Cobra, Trezegol, and Re David (King David, in Italian), during his time at the club. Despite his ability, his playing time throughout his career was often limited by injuries.[10][42][43]
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 Career statistics





	
As of 9 December 2014.[44]






	Club performance
	League
	Cup
	Continental
	Total



	Season
	Club
	League
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals



	Argentina
	League
	Cup
	South America[image: External link]
	Total



	1993–94[image: External link]
	Platense[image: External link]
	Primera División[image: External link]
	3
	0
	—
	—
	3
	0



	1994–95[image: External link]
	2
	0
	—
	—
	2
	0



	France
	League
	Coupe de France
	Europe[image: External link]
	Total



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Monaco[image: External link]
	Division 1
	4
	0
	1
	0
	—
	5
	0



	1996–97[image: External link]
	5
	0
	0
	0
	—
	5
	0



	1997–98[image: External link]
	27
	18
	5
	2
	9
	4
	41
	24



	1998–99[image: External link]
	27
	12
	3
	0
	5
	2
	35
	14



	1999–2000[image: External link]
	30
	22
	2
	0
	6
	2
	38
	24



	Italy
	League
	Coppa Italia[image: External link]
	Europe[image: External link]
	Total



	2000–01[image: External link]
	Juventus[image: External link]
	Serie A
	25
	14
	2
	0
	5
	1
	32
	15



	2001–02[image: External link]
	34
	24
	2
	0
	10
	8
	46
	32



	2002–03[image: External link]
	17
	9
	1
	0
	10
	4
	28
	13



	2003–04[image: External link]
	25
	16
	4
	2
	5
	4
	34
	22



	2004–05
	18
	9
	1
	1
	5
	4
	24
	14



	2005–06
	32
	23
	1
	0
	9
	6
	42
	29



	2006–07[image: External link]
	Serie B[image: External link]
	31
	15
	1
	0
	—
	32
	15



	2007–08
	Serie A
	36
	20
	3
	0
	—
	39
	20



	2008–09
	8
	1
	1
	0
	4
	0
	12
	1



	2009–10[image: External link]
	19
	7
	0
	0
	8
	3
	27
	10



	2010–11[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0



	Spain
	League
	Copa del Rey[image: External link]
	Europe[image: External link]
	Total



	2010–11[image: External link]1
	Hércules[image: External link]
	La Liga
	31
	12
	0
	0
	—
	31
	12



	United Arab Emirates
	League
	President's Cup[image: External link]
	Asia[image: External link]
	Total



	2011–12[image: External link]
	Baniyas[image: External link]
	Pro-League[image: External link]
	3
	0
	0
	0
	—
	3
	0



	Argentina
	League
	Copa Argentina[image: External link]
	South America[image: External link]
	Total



	2011–12[image: External link]
	River Plate[image: External link]
	Primera B Nacional[image: External link]
	19
	13
	2
	1
	—
	21
	14



	2012–13[image: External link]
	Primera División[image: External link]
	16
	3
	0
	0
	—
	16
	3



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Newell's Old Boys[image: External link]
	24
	7
	0
	0
	6
	2
	30
	9



	India
	League
	—
	—
	Total



	2014[image: External link]
	Pune City[image: External link]
	Indian Super League[image: External link]
	9
	2
	—
	—
	9
	2



	Total
	Argentina
	64
	23
	2
	1
	6
	2
	72
	26



	France
	93
	52
	11
	2
	20
	8
	124
	62



	Italy
	245
	138
	16
	3
	57
	30
	318
	171



	Spain
	31
	12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	31
	12



	United Arab Emirates
	3
	0
	0
	0
	—
	3
	0



	India
	9
	2
	—
	—
	9
	2



	Career total
	445
	227
	29
	6
	82
	40
	557
	273
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 Club





	AS Monaco[44]





	
Ligue 1 (2): 1996–97[image: External link], 1999–2000[image: External link]


	
Trophée des champions[image: External link] (1): 1997[image: External link]





	Juventus[44]





	
Serie A (2): 2001–02[image: External link], 2002–03[image: External link]


	
Serie B[image: External link] (1): 2006–07[image: External link]


	
Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link] (2): 2002[image: External link], 2003[image: External link]; Runner-up 2005[image: External link]


	
Coppa Italia[image: External link]: Runner-up 2001–02[image: External link], 2003–04[image: External link]


	
UEFA Champions League: Runner-up 2002–03[image: External link]





	River Plate[44]





	
Primera B Nacional[image: External link] (1): 2011–12[image: External link]
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 International





	France[44]





	
FIFA World Cup[image: External link] (1): 1998[image: External link]; Runner-up 2006[image: External link]
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Scudetto





The scudetto ( Italian[image: External link] for: "little shield") is a decoration worn by Italian sports clubs that win the annual championship of their respective sport in the previous season.

The scudetto was created in the 1920s to honour the winner of the national association football league (which eventually become Serie A in 1929) and the first ever team to wear it was Genoa C.F.C.[image: External link] in 1924.

Later, it was adopted by the teams of other sports.

Origin

Sources generally agree that the inventor of the scudetto was the Italian poet and playwright Gabriele D'Annunzio[image: External link]. In his youth, D'Annunzio was a keen follower of football and in 1887 he bought in London[image: External link] a leather ball from the same manufacturer that used to supply the Football League[image: External link][1] and used to play football with his friends on the beach of Pescara[image: External link], his native place.[1]

Later in 1920, once the former Austro-Hungarian city of Fiume[image: External link] (now the Croatian[image: External link] Rijeka[image: External link]) was annexed to Italy, D'Annunzio proposed that the local football team wear on its jerseys a small shield with the tricolore[image: External link] ( green[image: External link], white[image: External link] and red[image: External link]) to symbolize the Italian sovereignty over the city.[1][2]

In 1924, the Italian Football Federation[image: External link] approved the decision to honour the incumbent champion allowing them to wear the scudetto on their jerseys. Since then, the scudetto has become the symbol of the incumbent champions of every sports league in Italy.

The Italian rugby union championship[image: External link] which started in 1928 also adopted the scudetto on the champion team's jerseys and so did the other team sports in Italy.
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List of Spanish football transfers summer 2009





This is a list of Spanish football transfers for the summer sale in 2009–10 season. Only moves from La Liga and Segunda División[image: External link] are listed.

The summer transfer window[image: External link] opened on 1 July 2009, although a few transfers took place prior to that date. The window closed at midnight on 31 August 2009. Players without a club could have joined one at any time, either during or in between transfer windows. Clubs below La Liga level could also have signed players on loan at any time. If need be, clubs could have signed a goalkeeper on an emergency loan, if all others were unavailable.

Summer 2009 transfer window



	Date
	Name
	Moving from
	Moving to
	Fee



	2009-03-12
	Ángel Dealbert[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Free[1]



	2009-04-27
	Jefferson Montero[image: External link]
	Independiente J.T.[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Free[2]



	2009-04-28
	Jonás Gutiérrez[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Newcastle United[image: External link]
	€2.6m[3]



	2009-05-19
	Fabio Cannavaro[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Juventus FC[image: External link]
	Free[4]



	2009-05-22
	Leo Franco[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Galatasaray[image: External link]
	Free[5]



	2009-05-28
	Roberto Juca[image: External link]
	FK Partizan[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Free[6]



	2009-06-03
	Alain Nef[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Udinese Calcio[image: External link]
	Loan return[7]



	2009-06-03
	Mané Ortiz[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	€2.5m[8]



	2009-06-04
	Joan Verdú[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Free[9]



	2009-06-05
	Iñaki Goitia[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Free[10]



	2009-06-08
	Antonio Barragán[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[11]



	2009-06-08
	Álvaro Negredo[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Real Madrid
	€5m[12]



	2009-06-09
	Kaká
	AC Milan[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	€65m[13]



	2009-06-09
	Pablo Gallardo[image: External link]
	Sevilla Atlético[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Free[14]



	2009-06-10
	Diego Costa[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Loan return[15]



	2009-06-11
	Cristiano Ronaldo
	Manchester United[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	€94m[16]



	2009-06-11
	Jorge Molina[image: External link]
	Polideportivo Ejido[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Free[17]



	2009-06-11
	Juli[image: External link]
	Polideportivo Ejido[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Free[18]



	2009-06-11
	Sergio Pelegrín[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Free[19]



	2009-06-11
	Néstor Susaeta[image: External link]
	AD Alcorcón[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Free[20]



	2009-06-12
	Alberto Rivera[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Free[21]



	2009-06-12
	Xavi Torres[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlétic[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Free[22]



	2009-06-12
	Iñigo Díaz de Cerio[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	Free[23]



	2009-06-12
	Jérémy Mathieu[image: External link]
	Toulouse FC[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Free[24]



	2009-06-12
	Javier Calleja[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	Free[25]



	2009-06-12
	David Fuster[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	€0.4m[26]



	2009-06-12
	Abraham González[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlétic[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Free[27]



	2009-06-12
	Joni López[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlétic[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Loan return[28]



	2009-06-12
	Goran Marić[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlétic[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Loan return[29]



	2009-06-13
	Pablo Camacho[image: External link]
	Caracas FC[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Loan[30]



	2009-06-13
	Carlos Peña[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Free[31]



	2009-06-13
	Eugen Polanski[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	FSV Mainz 05[image: External link]
	Loan[32]



	2009-06-15
	Jacobo Sanz[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Loan return[33]



	2009-06-16
	Wellington Baroni[image: External link]
	AA Iguaçu[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Free[34]



	2009-06-16
	Wellington Baroni[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Panionios F.C.[image: External link]
	Loan[35]



	2009-06-16
	Alejandro Alfaro[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Loan return[36]



	2009-06-16
	Pedro Botelho[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Arsenal[image: External link]
	Loan return[37]



	2009-06-16
	Kiko Casilla[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Re-Loan[38]



	2009-06-17
	Alejandro Zamora
	Real Betis B[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[39]



	2009-06-17
	Álvaro Silva[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[40]



	2009-06-17
	Jonathan Estrada[image: External link]
	CD Los Millonarios[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Loan[41]



	2009-06-17
	Miguel Pallardó[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Re-Loan[42]



	2009-06-17
	Fabián Vargas[image: External link]
	Boca Juniors[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Free[43]



	2009-06-17
	Jorge Gonçalves[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Vitória S.C.[image: External link]
	Loan[44]



	2009-06-18
	Biel Medina[image: External link]
	SD Eibar[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[45]



	2009-06-18
	Jordi Gómez[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Wigan Athletic[image: External link]
	€2m[46]



	2009-06-18
	Ben Sahar[image: External link]
	Chelsea[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	€1m[47]



	2009-06-18
	Nauzet Alemán[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[48]



	2009-06-19
	Jaime Romero[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Udinese Calcio[image: External link]
	€1.8m[49]



	2009-06-19
	Edu Albácar[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Free[50]



	2009-06-19
	Pedro Ríos[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Free[51]



	2009-06-20
	Paco Peña[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[52]



	2009-06-20
	Carlos García[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Loan[53]



	2009-06-20
	Eliseu[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	S.S. Lazio[image: External link]
	€1m[54]



	2009-06-21
	Cristian Bustos[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Free[55]



	2009-06-22
	Bruno Saltor[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Free[56]



	2009-06-22
	Pedro Sánchez[image: External link]
	Alicante CF[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[57]



	2009-06-22
	Sergio Fernández[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[58]



	2009-06-22
	Rubén Navarro[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[59]



	2009-06-22
	Juan Pablo Colinas[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	€0.5m[60]



	2009-06-22
	Leandro Cabrera[image: External link]
	Defensor Sporting[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	€1.5m[61]



	2009-06-22
	Roberto García[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[62]



	2009-06-23
	Tiago Dutra[image: External link]
	Grêmio[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	€1m[63]



	2009-06-23
	Ersen Martin[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Gaziantepspor[image: External link]
	Free[64]



	2009-06-23
	Jordi Alba[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[65]



	2009-06-23
	Shunsuke Nakamura[image: External link]
	Celtic F.C.[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Free[66]



	2009-06-23
	Xavier Margairaz[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	FC Zürich[image: External link]
	€0.4m[67]



	2009-06-23
	David Catalá[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Free[68]



	2009-06-23
	Jorge Alonso[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[69]



	2009-06-23
	Miguel Linares[image: External link]
	CD Alcoyano[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[70]



	2009-06-23
	Aritz López Garai[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Free[71]



	2009-06-23
	Eduardo Navarro[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Free[72]



	2009-06-24
	Raúl Albiol[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	€15m[73]



	2009-06-24
	Javier Oliva[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Free[74]



	2009-06-24
	Gregory Arnolin[image: External link]
	Vitória S.C.[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Free[75]



	2009-06-25
	Morgan De Sanctis[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	S.S.C. Napoli[image: External link]
	€1.7m[76]



	2009-06-25
	Daniel Giménez[image: External link]
	Zamora CF[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Free[77]



	2009-06-25
	Juan Ramón Cabrero[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[78]



	2009-06-25
	Miguel de las Cuevas[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	€0.3m[79]



	2009-06-25
	Miguel Ángel Moyà[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	€6m[80]



	2009-06-26
	Nihat Kahveci[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Beşiktaş[image: External link]
	€4.5m[81]



	2009-06-26
	Patrick Mtiliga[image: External link]
	NAC Breda[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Free[82]



	2009-06-26
	Miguel Tena[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Free[83]



	2009-06-26
	Brayan Angulo[image: External link]
	Leixões S.C.[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan[84]



	2009-06-26
	Perico[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[85]



	2009-06-26
	Álex Cruz[image: External link]
	UD Vecindario[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[86]



	2009-06-26
	Vicente Pérez[image: External link]
	Granada CF[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[87]



	2009-06-26
	Diego León[image: External link]
	Barnsley F.C.[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Free[88]



	2009-06-26
	Javier Saviola[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	S.L. Benfica[image: External link]
	€5m[89]



	2009-06-27
	Juan Arango[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Borussia Mönchengladbach[image: External link]
	€3.3m[90]



	2009-06-27
	Gustavo Munúa[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Free[91]



	2009-06-27
	Matías Fernández[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Sporting C.P.[image: External link]
	€4.5m[92]



	2009-06-27
	Javier Casas[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[93]



	2009-06-28
	Raúl Cámara[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Free[94]



	2009-06-29
	Ángel Bernabé[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[95]



	2009-06-29
	Iriney[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Free[96]



	2009-06-29
	Grégory Coupet[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain
	Free[97]



	2009-06-29
	Manuel Arana[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Free[98]



	2009-06-29
	Jordi Codina[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Free[99]



	2009-06-30
	Hernán Bernardello[image: External link]
	Newell's Old Boys[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	€3m[100]



	2009-06-30
	Ximo Enguix[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Free[101]



	2009-06-30
	Stephen Sunday[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Loan[102]



	2009-06-30
	Héctor Font[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[103]



	2009-06-30
	Aquivaldo Mosquera[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Club América[image: External link]
	€4.2m[104]



	2009-06-30
	Roberto Souza[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	C.S. Marítimo[image: External link]
	Free[105]



	2009-07-01
	Domingo Cisma[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Loan return[106]



	2009-07-01
	David Rodríguez[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Loan return[107]



	2009-07-01
	Natalio Poquet[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Loan return[108]



	2009-07-01
	Iban Zubiaurre[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	Loan return[109]



	2009-07-01
	Iñaki Lafuente[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	Loan return[110]



	2009-07-01
	Tiko[image: External link]
	SD Eibar[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	Loan return[111]



	2009-07-01
	José Manuel Jurado[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Loan return[112]



	2009-07-01
	Cléber Santana[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Loan return[113]



	2009-07-01
	Juan Valera[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Loan return[114]



	2009-07-01
	José Antonio Reyes[image: External link]
	S.L. Benfica[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Loan return[115]



	2009-07-01
	Éver Banega[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[116]



	2009-07-01
	Henrique[image: External link]
	Bayer 04 Leverkusen[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	Loan return[117]



	2009-07-01
	Adrián López[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan return[118]



	2009-07-01
	Omar Bravo[image: External link]
	UANL Tigres[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan return[119]



	2009-07-01
	Aythami[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan return[120]



	2009-07-01
	Sergio Rodríguez[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan return[121]



	2009-07-01
	Sebastián Taborda[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan return[122]



	2009-07-01
	Nenê[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	Loan return[123]



	2009-07-01
	Nacho Pérez[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[124]



	2009-07-01
	Vladimir Stojković[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Sporting C.P.[image: External link]
	Loan return[125]



	2009-07-01
	Duda[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Loan return[126]



	2009-07-01
	Lolo[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Loan return[127]



	2009-07-01
	Albert Luque[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	AFC Ajax[image: External link]
	Loan return[128]



	2009-07-01
	Pablo Barros[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Loan return[129]



	2009-07-01
	Adriano Ferreira[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Sport Club Internacional[image: External link]
	Loan return[130]



	2009-07-01
	Emilio Nsue[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan return[131]



	2009-07-01
	Ion Erice[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	Loan return[132]



	2009-07-01
	Jokin Esparza[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	Loan return[133]



	2009-07-01
	Nicolás Medina[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	Loan return[134]



	2009-07-01
	Tiago Gomes[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	S.L. Benfica[image: External link]
	Loan return[135]



	2009-07-01
	Antonio Hidalgo[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Loan return[136]



	2009-07-01
	Iván Bolado[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan return[137]



	2009-07-01
	Juanjo Expósito[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan return[138]



	2009-07-01
	Euzebiusz Smolarek[image: External link]
	Bolton Wanderers[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan return[139]



	2009-07-01
	Vitolo[image: External link]
	Aris Thessaloniki[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan return[140]



	2009-07-01
	Brian Sarmiento[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan return[141]



	2009-07-01
	Ezequiel Garay[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Loan return[142]



	2009-07-01
	László Sepsi[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	S.L. Benfica[image: External link]
	Loan return[143]



	2009-07-01
	Jonathan Pereira[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[144]



	2009-07-01
	Peter Luccin[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Loan return[145]



	2009-07-01
	Nikola Žigić[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[146]



	2009-07-01
	Julien Faubert[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	West Ham United[image: External link]
	Loan return[147]



	2009-07-01
	Tom De Mul[image: External link]
	K.R.C. Genk[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Loan return[148]



	2009-07-01
	Carlos Bellvís[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[149]



	2009-07-01
	Álvaro Antón[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Loan return[150]



	2009-07-01
	Asier Arranz[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Loan return[151]



	2009-07-01
	Marcos García[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[152]



	2009-07-01
	Jozy Altidore[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[153]



	2009-07-01
	Martí Crespí[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan return[154]



	2009-07-01
	Antonio Calle[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Loan return[155]



	2009-07-01
	Addison[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[156]



	2009-07-01
	Igor de Souza[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Ipatinga[image: External link]
	Loan return[157]



	2009-07-01
	Miki Roque[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Liverpool[image: External link]
	Loan return[158]



	2009-07-01
	Óscar Díaz[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan return[159]



	2009-07-01
	Jonathan Soriano[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Loan return[160]



	2009-07-01
	Fabiano Lima[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Genoa C.F.C.[image: External link]
	Loan return[161]



	2009-07-01
	Pablo Ruiz[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Loan return[162]



	2009-07-01
	Gustavo Oberman[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	CFR Cluj[image: External link]
	Loan return[163]



	2009-07-01
	Daniel Benítez[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan return[164]



	2009-07-01
	Javier Iturriaga[image: External link]
	SD Lemona[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Loan return[165]



	2009-07-01
	Abel Aguilar[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Udinese Calcio[image: External link]
	Loan return[166]



	2009-07-01
	Tuni[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan return[167]



	2009-07-01
	Rubén Castro[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan return[168]



	2009-07-01
	Ángel Montoro[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[169]



	2009-07-01
	Lillo[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[170]



	2009-07-01
	Dinei[image: External link]
	Clube Atlético Paranaense[image: External link]
	Clube Atlético Paranaense[image: External link]
	Loan return[171]



	2009-07-01
	Víctor Casadesús[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan return[172]



	2009-07-01
	Fran Mérida[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Arsenal[image: External link]
	Loan return[173]



	2009-07-01
	Felipe Manoel
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Loan return[174]



	2009-07-01
	Roberto Platero[image: External link]
	SD Ponferradina[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Loan return[175]



	2009-07-01
	Josu Villar
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Loan return[176]



	2009-07-01
	Sebastián Abreu[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	C.A. River Plate[image: External link]
	Loan return[177]



	2009-07-01
	Necati Ateş[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Galatasaray[image: External link]
	Loan return[178]



	2009-07-01
	Boukary Dramé[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	FC Sochaux[image: External link]
	Loan return[179]



	2009-07-01
	Manuel García
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	SD Eibar[image: External link]
	Loan return[180]



	2009-07-01
	Marco Rubén[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[181]



	2009-07-01
	Nasief Morris[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Panathinaikos FC[image: External link]
	Loan return[182]



	2009-07-01
	Asier Riesgo[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Loan return[183]



	2009-07-01
	Kanga Akalé[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	RC Lens[image: External link]
	Loan return[184]



	2009-07-01
	Miku[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[185]



	2009-07-01
	Robert Flores[image: External link]
	C.A. River Plate[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[186]



	2009-07-01
	Pablo Cendrós[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan return[187]



	2009-07-01
	Damián Escudero[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[188]



	2009-07-01
	Álex Bergantiños[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan return[189]



	2009-07-01
	Jairo Álvarez[image: External link]
	Lorca Deportiva CF[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Loan return[190]



	2009-07-01
	Pedro Alcalá[image: External link]
	UD Marbella[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[191]



	2009-07-01
	Popo[image: External link]
	Antequera CF[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[192]



	2009-07-01
	Carlos Carmona[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan return[193]



	2009-07-01
	Henok Goitom[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Loan return[194]



	2009-07-01
	Marcos Aguirre[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Club Atlético Lanús[image: External link]
	Loan return[195]



	2009-07-01
	Pedro Oldoni[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Clube Atlético Paranaense[image: External link]
	Loan return[196]



	2009-07-01
	Líbero Parri[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Cádiz[image: External link]
	Loan return[197]



	2009-07-01
	Nano[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Loan return[198]



	2009-07-01
	Lionnel Franck[image: External link]
	CD San Fernando[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan return[199]



	2009-07-01
	Luciano Monzón[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Boca Juniors[image: External link]
	Loan return[200]



	2009-07-01
	Álvaro Zazo[image: External link]
	Lorca Deportiva CF[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Loan return[201]



	2009-07-01
	Miguel Pallardó[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Loan return[202]



	2009-07-01
	Karim Benzema
	Olympique Lyonnais
	Real Madrid
	€35m[203]



	2009-07-01
	Miguel Ángel[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Loan[204]



	2009-07-01
	Carlos Carmona[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Free[205]



	2009-07-01
	Fernando Velasco[image: External link]
	Lucena CF[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Free[206]



	2009-07-01
	Juanito[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Free[207]



	2009-07-01
	Guzmán Casaseca[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Free[208]



	2009-07-01
	Jesús Mendoza[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Free[209]



	2009-07-01
	Joseba Arriaga[image: External link]
	Real Jaén[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Free[210]



	2009-07-01
	Javier Flaño[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Free[211]



	2009-07-01
	Álex Blanco
	Marino de Luanco[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Free[212]



	2009-07-02
	Suso[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Heart of Midlothian[image: External link]
	Free[213]



	2009-07-02
	Pablo Cendrós[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Loan[214]



	2009-07-02
	David Lombán[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Loan[215]



	2009-07-02
	Iván Marcano[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	€6m[216]



	2009-07-03
	José Ángel Crespo[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan[217]



	2009-07-03
	David Pociello
	Santa Eulàlia[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[218]



	2009-07-03
	Rafael Clavero[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[219]



	2009-07-03
	Alberto Cifuentes[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[220]



	2009-07-03
	Isaac Jové[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[221]



	2009-07-03
	Iñaki Bea[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[222]



	2009-07-03
	Carlos Bellvís[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Free[223]



	2009-07-03
	Joseba del Olmo[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[224]



	2009-07-03
	Sergio Ortega[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Free[225]



	2009-07-04
	Jerónimo Barrales[image: External link]
	Club Atlético Banfield[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Loan[226]



	2009-07-05
	José María Movilla[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Free[227]



	2009-07-05
	Daniel Giménez[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Loan[228]



	2009-07-06
	Iván Pillud[image: External link]
	Newell's Old Boys[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Loan[229]



	2009-07-06
	Óscar Sánchez[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[230]



	2009-07-06
	Nivaldo[image: External link]
	Umm-Salal[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[231]



	2009-07-06
	Vasco Fernandes[image: External link]
	Leixões S.C.[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Loan[232]



	2009-07-07
	Miguel Albiol[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[233]



	2009-07-07
	Alex Goikoetxea[image: External link]
	Cultural y Deportiva Leonesa[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[234]



	2009-07-07
	Laionel Silva[image: External link]
	Vitória F.C.[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Loan[235]



	2009-07-07
	Iñaki Descarga[image: External link]
	Legia Warszawa[image: External link]
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	Free[236]



	2009-07-07
	Pedro Vega[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Free[237]



	2009-07-07
	José Manuel Catalá[image: External link]
	Alicante CF[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF B[image: External link]
	Free[238]



	2009-07-07
	Víctor Pérez[image: External link]
	AD Alcorcón[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Free[239]



	2009-07-08
	Sergio Asenjo[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	€5.5m[240]



	2009-07-08
	Diego Costa[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[241]



	2009-07-08
	Jorge Luque[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[242]



	2009-07-08
	Mikel Rico[image: External link]
	Polideportivo Ejido[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Free[243]



	2009-07-08
	Didier Zokora[image: External link]
	Tottenham Hotspur[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	€10m[244]



	2009-07-08
	Jaume Costa[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Loan[245]



	2009-07-08
	David Córcoles[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlètic[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Free[246]



	2009-07-08
	Sito Riera[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Panionios F.C.[image: External link]
	Free[247]



	2009-07-08
	Jônatas Domingos[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Botafogo[image: External link]
	Loan[248]



	2009-07-09
	Juan Quero[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Free[249]



	2009-07-09
	Nano[image: External link]
	Racing de Ferrol[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Free[250]



	2009-07-09
	Mikel Dañobeitia[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[251]



	2009-07-09
	Mario Rosas[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[252]



	2009-07-09
	Jaroslav Plašil[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	Girondins Bordeaux[image: External link]
	€3m[253]



	2009-07-09
	Pablo Sánchez[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Free[254]



	2009-07-09
	Juanma Marrero[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Loan[255]



	2009-07-09
	Jermaine Pennant[image: External link]
	Liverpool[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Free[256]



	2009-07-10
	Jandro Castro[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Free[257]



	2009-07-10
	Alberto de la Bella[image: External link]
	Sevilla Atlético[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Free[258]



	2009-07-10
	Víctor Fernández[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[259]



	2009-07-10
	Rafael Jordá[image: External link]
	Alicante CF[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[260]



	2009-07-10
	Vicente Guaita[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Loan[261]



	2009-07-10
	Óscar de Marcos[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	Free[262]



	2009-07-11
	Daniel Candeias[image: External link]
	FC Porto[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Loan[263]



	2009-07-11
	Ángel Díez
	Racing de Santander B[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Free[264]



	2009-07-11
	Enzo Maresca[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Olympiacos F.C.[image: External link]
	€1.2m[265]



	2009-07-11
	Jonay Díaz
	UD Las Palmas Atlético[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Free[266]



	2009-07-12
	Daniel Mallo[image: External link]
	Falkirk F.C.[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[267]



	2009-07-13
	Edu[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Corinthians[image: External link]
	Free[268]



	2009-07-13
	Henok Goitom[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	€2.2m[269]



	2009-07-13
	Emiliano Moretti[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Genoa C.F.C.[image: External link]
	Loan[270]



	2009-07-13
	Roberto Jiménez[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	€1.5m[271]



	2009-07-13
	Iñaki Lafuente[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Free[272]



	2009-07-13
	Juan Pablo Carrizo[image: External link]
	S.S. Lazio[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Loan[273]



	2009-07-13
	Bernardo Domínguez[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Free[274]



	2009-07-13
	Rubén Durán[image: External link]
	CD Lugo[image: External link]
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	Free[275]



	2009-07-13
	Álvaro Cejudo[image: External link]
	AD Ceuta[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Free[276]



	2009-07-13
	Fernando Sales[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[277]



	2009-07-13
	Vivar Dorado[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[278]



	2009-07-14
	Alberto Botía[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlétic[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Loan[279]



	2009-07-14
	Nuno Coelho[image: External link]
	FC Porto[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF B[image: External link]
	Free[280]



	2009-07-14
	José Mora[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	€0.2m[281]



	2009-07-14
	Jorge García[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Loan[282]



	2009-07-14
	Antonio López[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[283]



	2009-07-14
	Juanfran Moreno
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Real Madrid Castilla[image: External link]
	Free[284]



	2009-07-14
	Mikel Pagola[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Free[285]



	2009-07-14
	Fabricio Agosto[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[286]



	2009-07-14
	Valdo[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Loan[287]



	2009-07-14
	Richi Álvarez[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo B[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[288]



	2009-07-14
	Saulo dos Santos[image: External link]
	Os Belenenses[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Free[289]



	2009-07-15
	Nasief Morris[image: External link]
	Panathinaikos FC[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan[290]



	2009-07-15
	Alberto Bueno[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	€3m[291]



	2009-07-15
	Cristo Marrero[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Universidad de Las Palmas CF[image: External link]
	Free[292]



	2009-07-15
	Daniel Pérez[image: External link]
	CD Alcoyano[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[293]



	2009-07-15
	Omar Hernández
	Sporting de Gijón B[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Free[294]



	2009-07-15
	Juanma Hernández[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Loan[295]



	2009-07-15
	Ernesto Galán[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Loan[296]



	2009-07-15
	Aitor Núñez[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Free[297]



	2009-07-15
	Xabier Castillo[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	€1m[298]



	2009-07-15
	Adrián Hernández[image: External link]
	Universidad de Las Palmas CF[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Free[299]



	2009-07-15
	Jesús Rueda[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid B[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Loan[300]



	2009-07-15
	Daniel López[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[301]



	2009-07-15
	Ander Lafuente[image: External link]
	Granada CF[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[302]



	2009-07-15
	Maxwell Andrade[image: External link]
	F.C. Internazionale[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	€4.5m[303]



	2009-07-16
	Rafael Gómez[image: External link]
	CD Alcoyano[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Free[304]



	2009-07-16
	Javier Lara[image: External link]
	RSD Alcalá[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Free[305]



	2009-07-16
	Jagoba Beobide[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad B[image: External link]
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	Free[306]



	2009-07-16
	Iriome González[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Loan[307]



	2009-07-16
	Vicente Pascual[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza B[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Free[308]



	2009-07-16
	Diego de Miguel[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	CD Izarra[image: External link]
	Loan[309]



	2009-07-16
	Álvaro Silva[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Free[310]



	2009-07-16
	Francisco Lledó[image: External link]
	AD Ceuta[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Free[311]



	2009-07-16
	Carlos Aranda[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	€1.2m[312]



	2009-07-16
	Jesús Coca
	Real Madrid C[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[313]



	2009-07-16
	Daniel Carril[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Free[314]



	2009-07-16
	Tiago Gomes[image: External link]
	Estrela Amadora[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[315]



	2009-07-17
	Santiago Santos[image: External link]
	Cultural y Deportiva Leonesa[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[316]



	2009-07-17
	Emilio Nsue[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Loan[317]



	2009-07-17
	Marc Torrejón[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	€1.5m[318]



	2009-07-17
	Endika Bordas[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[319]



	2009-07-17
	Manucho[image: External link]
	Manchester United[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[320]



	2009-07-17
	Ricardo Oliveira[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Al-Jazira Club[image: External link]
	€14m[321]



	2009-07-17
	Jorge Morcillo[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[322]



	2009-07-17
	Mikel Álvaro[image: External link]
	UE Lleida[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Free[323]



	2009-07-17
	Francisco Rufete[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[324]



	2009-07-18
	Mikel Amantegui[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[325]



	2009-07-18
	Arthuro[image: External link]
	Flamengo[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Free[326]



	2009-07-18
	Ikechukwu Uche[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	€5.5m[327]



	2009-07-18
	Hugo Leal[image: External link]
	CD Trofense[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[328]



	2009-07-19
	Antonio Amaro
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[329]



	2009-07-19
	Kike López[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[330]



	2009-07-20
	Daniel Mustafa[image: External link]
	Estrela Amadora[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Free[331]



	2009-07-20
	Sergio Tejera[image: External link]
	Chelsea[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan[332]



	2009-07-20
	Yuri Berchiche[image: External link]
	Tottenham Hotspur[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[333]



	2009-07-20
	Cristian Hidalgo[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[334]



	2009-07-20
	Pelé[image: External link]
	FC Porto[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Loan[335]



	2009-07-20
	Maniche[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	FC Köln[image: External link]
	Free[336]



	2009-07-20
	Kiko Ratón[image: External link]
	Iraklis Thessaloniki[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[337]



	2009-07-20
	Ximo Navarro[image: External link]
	Valencia CF Mestalla[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Loan[338]



	2009-07-20
	Unai Expósito[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[339]



	2009-07-20
	Manuel Blanco[image: External link]
	Alicante CF[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[340]



	2009-07-20
	Chus Herrero[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[341]



	2009-07-20
	Antonio Longás[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlétic[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[342]



	2009-07-20
	Gorka Brit[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	Free[343]



	2009-07-21
	Javier García[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	S.L. Benfica[image: External link]
	€7m[344]



	2009-07-21
	Francisco Sousa[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[345]



	2009-07-21
	Valentín Brasca
	Talleres de Córdoba[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF B[image: External link]
	Free[346]



	2009-07-21
	Iñigo Vélez[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Free[347]



	2009-07-21
	David Lopes[image: External link]
	FC Terek Grozny[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[348]



	2009-07-21
	Esteban Granero[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	€4m[349]



	2009-07-22
	César Martín[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Free[350]



	2009-07-22
	Andrés Lamas[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Loan[351]



	2009-07-22
	Jonathan Valle[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Free[352]



	2009-07-22
	Cristian Portilla[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Free[353]



	2009-07-22
	Sergio Sánchez[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	€3m[354]



	2009-07-23
	Stéphane Pignol[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Free[355]



	2009-07-23
	Grégory Béranger[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Loan[356]



	2009-07-23
	Antonio Guayre[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Free[357]



	2009-07-23
	Abel Aguilar[image: External link]
	Udinese Calcio[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Loan[358]



	2009-07-23
	Keirrison[image: External link]
	Palmeiras[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	€14m[359]



	2009-07-23
	Emilio Sánchez[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	€0.24m[360]



	2009-07-23
	Javier Herreros[image: External link]
	Real Murcia Imperial[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[361]



	2009-07-23
	Joffre Guerrón[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Cruzeiro[image: External link]
	Loan[362]



	2009-07-23
	Daniel Parejo[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	€3m[363]



	2009-07-23
	Víctor Salas[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	SD Ponferradina[image: External link]
	Free[364]



	2009-07-24
	Diego Tristán[image: External link]
	West Ham United[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Free[365]



	2009-07-24
	Papa Diop[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	€1.5m[366]



	2009-07-24
	César Arzo[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[367]



	2009-07-24
	Marcos García[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[368]



	2009-07-24
	Jesús Perera[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Loan[369]



	2009-07-24
	Iván Malón[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Pontevedra CF[image: External link]
	Free[370]



	2009-07-24
	Nilmar da Silva[image: External link]
	Sport Club Internacional[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	€11m[371]



	2009-07-24
	Joseba Garmendia[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Free[372]



	2009-07-24
	Pedro Botelho[image: External link]
	Arsenal[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Loan[373]



	2009-07-25
	Fernando Forestieri[image: External link]
	Genoa C.F.C.[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Loan[374]



	2009-07-25
	Jordi Pablo[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Free[375]



	2009-07-25
	Milan Stepanov[image: External link]
	FC Porto[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Loan[376]



	2009-07-25
	Alberto Zapater[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Genoa C.F.C.[image: External link]
	€4.5m[377]



	2009-07-25
	Serge N'Gal[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	€0.2m[378]



	2009-07-25
	Luis Doménech
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Benidorm CD[image: External link]
	Free[379]



	2009-07-25
	Juanmi Callejón[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Loan[380]



	2009-07-26
	Luciano González[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Polideportivo Ejido[image: External link]
	Free[381]



	2009-07-26
	César Diop[image: External link]
	SO Cassis Carnoux[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[382]



	2009-07-27
	Curro Torres[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[383]



	2009-07-27
	Renan Brito[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan[384]



	2009-07-27
	Samuel Eto'o
	FC Barcelona
	F.C. Internazionale[image: External link]
	Free[385]



	2009-07-27
	Zlatan Ibrahimović
	F.C. Internazionale[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	€45m[386]



	2009-07-27
	Dani Tortolero[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[387]



	2009-07-28
	Juanlu[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Free[388]



	2009-07-28
	David Generelo[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Free[389]



	2009-07-28
	Óscar Arpón[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	UD Logroñés[image: External link]
	Free[390]



	2009-07-28
	Alexandre Geijo[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	€1.8m[391]



	2009-07-28
	Fernando Morientes[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Olympique de Marseille[image: External link]
	Free[392]



	2009-07-28
	Moisés García[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Free[393]



	2009-07-28
	Álvaro Arbeloa[image: External link]
	Liverpool[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	€4m[394]



	2009-07-28
	Keirrison[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	S.L. Benfica[image: External link]
	Loan[395]



	2009-07-29
	Alexander Hleb[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	VfB Stuttgart[image: External link]
	Loan[396]



	2009-07-29
	Martín Cáceres[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	Juventus FC[image: External link]
	Loan[397]



	2009-07-29
	Markel Robles[image: External link]
	SD Eibar[image: External link]
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	Free[398]



	2009-07-29
	Facundo Roncaglia[image: External link]
	Boca Juniors[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Loan[399]



	2009-07-30
	Leandro Gioda[image: External link]
	CA Independiente[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan[400]



	2009-07-30
	Gabriel Heinze[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Olympique de Marseille[image: External link]
	Free[401]



	2009-07-30
	Ezequiel Luna[image: External link]
	Tiro Federal[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Free[402]



	2009-07-30
	Jonathan Soriano[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlétic[image: External link]
	Free[403]



	2009-07-30
	César Ortiz[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid B[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Loan[404]



	2009-07-30
	Edinho[image: External link]
	AEK Athens[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	€0.9m[405]



	2009-07-30
	Albert Luque[image: External link]
	AFC Ajax[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Free[406]



	2009-07-30
	Derek Boateng[image: External link]
	FC Köln[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	€0.7m[407]



	2009-07-31
	Hernán Pérez[image: External link]
	Club Libertad[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	€2m[408]



	2009-07-31
	Sergio Rodríguez[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[409]



	2009-07-31
	Christian Stuani[image: External link]
	Reggina Calcio[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Loan[410]



	2009-07-31
	László Sepsi[image: External link]
	S.L. Benfica[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan[411]



	2009-07-31
	Hugo Viana[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	SC Braga[image: External link]
	Loan[412]



	2009-07-31
	Pablo Ruiz[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[413]



	2009-08-01
	Ángel Martínez[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Loan[414]



	2009-08-01
	Román Martínez[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Loan[415]



	2009-08-02
	Juanito Gutiérrez[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Free[416]



	2009-08-03
	Roberto Román[image: External link]
	AD Alcorcón[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Free[417]



	2009-08-03
	Pablo Amo[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Free[418]



	2009-08-03
	Josico[image: External link]
	Fenerbahçe[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Free[419]



	2009-08-04
	Emiliano Armenteros[image: External link]
	Sevilla Atlético[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Free[420]



	2009-08-04
	Xabi Alonso[image: External link]
	Liverpool[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	€30m[421]



	2009-08-05
	Antonio Amaya[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Wigan Athletic[image: External link]
	€1.9m[422]



	2009-08-05
	Mohamed Diamé[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Wigan Athletic[image: External link]
	€1.9m[423]



	2009-08-05
	Klaas-Jan Huntelaar[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	AC Milan[image: External link]
	€15m[424]



	2009-08-05
	Álex Cruz[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	CF Atlético Ciudad[image: External link]
	Loan[425]



	2009-08-05
	José Luis Cabrera[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[426]



	2009-08-05
	Jozy Altidore[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Hull City[image: External link]
	Loan[427]



	2009-08-05
	Natalio Poquet[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Loan[428]



	2009-08-06
	Javier Katxorro
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Polideportivo Ejido[image: External link]
	Free[429]



	2009-08-06
	Edu[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Sport Club Internacional[image: External link]
	Free[430]



	2009-08-06
	Fran Mérida[image: External link]
	Arsenal[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Loan[431]



	2009-08-06
	Javi Guerra[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Loan[432]



	2009-08-06
	Ángel Montoro[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	Loan[433]



	2009-08-06
	Líbero Parri[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[434]



	2009-08-06
	Addison[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	UD Puertollano[image: External link]
	Free[435]



	2009-08-06
	Antonio Notario[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[436]



	2009-08-06
	Ariel Rosada[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Boca Juniors[image: External link]
	Free[437]



	2009-08-07
	Enrique de Lucas[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[438]



	2009-08-08
	Marko Babić[image: External link]
	Hertha BSC[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Free[439]



	2009-08-08
	Damián Lizio[image: External link]
	C.A. River Plate[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Loan[440]



	2009-08-10
	Omar Pérez[image: External link]
	C.A. Peñarol[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Free[441]



	2009-08-10
	Fernando Morán[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[442]



	2009-08-10
	Igor de Souza[image: External link]
	Ipatinga[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Loan[443]



	2009-08-10
	Damián Ísmodes[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Sporting Cristal[image: External link]
	Loan[444]



	2009-08-10
	Pascal Cygan[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[445]



	2009-08-10
	Luis García[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Free[446]



	2009-08-11
	Mikel Balenziaga[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Loan[447]



	2009-08-11
	Ander Murillo[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Loan[448]



	2009-08-11
	Mark González[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	CSKA Moscow[image: External link]
	€6.5m[449]



	2009-08-11
	Germán Pacheco[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid B[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Loan[450]



	2009-08-12
	Jito[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Cultural y Deportiva Leonesa[image: External link]
	Free[451]



	2009-08-12
	Xavi Jiménez[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	UE Lleida[image: External link]
	Free[452]



	2009-08-12
	Mariano Uglessich[image: External link]
	Arsenal de Sarandí[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[453]



	2009-08-12
	Kamel Ghilas[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Hull City[image: External link]
	€2m[454]



	2009-08-13
	Selim Ben Achour[image: External link]
	Al Qadsia Kuwait[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Free[455]



	2009-08-14
	Neru[image: External link]
	Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Free[456]



	2009-08-14
	Víctor Sánchez[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona Atlétic[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan[457]



	2009-08-14
	Mikel San José[image: External link]
	Liverpool[image: External link]
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	Loan[458]



	2009-08-15
	Moha[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[459]



	2009-08-16
	Mario Gibanel
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	UD Logroñés[image: External link]
	Free[460]



	2009-08-16
	Mark van den Boogaart[image: External link]
	NEC Nijmegen[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[461]



	2009-08-17
	Aythami[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Re-Loan[462]



	2009-08-17
	Xisco Campos[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Loan[463]



	2009-08-17
	Míchel Salgado[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Blackburn Rovers[image: External link]
	Free[464]



	2009-08-18
	Alberto Quintero[image: External link]
	Torrellano CF[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[465]



	2009-08-18
	Carlos Bueno[image: External link]
	C.A. Peñarol[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Loan[466]



	2009-08-18
	Ritchie Kitoko[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Udinese Calcio[image: External link]
	€2m[467]



	2009-08-18
	David Prieto[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan[468]



	2009-08-18
	Javier Guerrero[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Free[469]



	2009-08-19
	Ion Echaide[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna B[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Loan[470]



	2009-08-19
	Borja Rubiato[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Free[471]



	2009-08-19
	András Simon[image: External link]
	Liverpool[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Loan[472]



	2009-08-19
	Raúl Amarilla[image: External link]
	Écija Balompié[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Free[473]



	2009-08-19
	Álvaro Negredo[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	€14m[474]



	2009-08-20
	Thiago Carleto[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Loan[475]



	2009-08-20
	Bruno China[image: External link]
	Leixões S.C.[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Free[476]



	2009-08-21
	Pedro León[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	€4m[477]



	2009-08-21
	Fabiano Rossato[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[478]



	2009-08-21
	Álvaro Antón[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Loan[479]



	2009-08-21
	Rubén González[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Free[480]



	2009-08-21
	Javier González[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Club Portugalete[image: External link]
	Free[481]



	2009-08-21
	Guillermo Pereyra[image: External link]
	BSC Young Boys[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[482]



	2009-08-21
	Pedro Alcalá[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Real Unión[image: External link]
	Loan[483]



	2009-08-22
	Roberto Peragón[image: External link]
	Alicante CF[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[484]



	2009-08-22
	Rubén Castro[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]
	Loan[485]



	2009-08-22
	Óscar Trejo[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Loan[486]



	2009-08-22
	Ivan Obradović[image: External link]
	FK Partizan[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Free[487]



	2009-08-22
	Ricardo Páez[image: External link]
	Universidad César Vallejo[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Free[488]



	2009-08-23
	Xisco Muñoz[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Free[489]



	2009-08-24
	Sisinio González[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Free[490]



	2009-08-24
	Javier Castellano[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Loan[491]



	2009-08-24
	Miguel Palanca[image: External link]
	Real Madrid Castilla[image: External link]
	CD Castellón[image: External link]
	Loan[492]



	2009-08-24
	Agustín García[image: External link]
	Real Madrid Castilla[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Loan[493]



	2009-08-24
	Javier Camuñas[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	€1m[494]



	2009-08-25
	Óscar Sielva[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Loan[495]



	2009-08-25
	Roberto Platero[image: External link]
	CD Numancia[image: External link]
	Barakaldo CF[image: External link]
	Loan[496]



	2009-08-25
	Alejandro Alfaro[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Re-Loan[497]



	2009-08-25
	Dinei[image: External link]
	Clube Atlético Paranaense[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Loan[498]



	2009-08-25
	Giancarlo Maldonado[image: External link]
	Atlante FC[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan[499]



	2009-08-25
	Antonio Troyano
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	UD Marbella[image: External link]
	Loan[500]



	2009-08-25
	Natxo Insa[image: External link]
	SD Eibar[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF B[image: External link]
	Free[501]



	2009-08-25
	José Manuel Casado[image: External link]
	Sevilla Atlético[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan[502]



	2009-08-25
	Albert Jorquera[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[503]



	2009-08-25
	Juan Forlín[image: External link]
	Boca Juniors[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	€4m[504]



	2009-08-26
	Chando Torres[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF B[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[505]



	2009-08-26
	Fernando Marqués[image: External link]
	Iraklis Thessaloniki[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Free[506]



	2009-08-26
	Marc Fachan[image: External link]
	AJ Auxerre
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[507]



	2009-08-26
	Martí Crespí[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Elche CF[image: External link]
	Loan[508]



	2009-08-26
	Victor Obinna[image: External link]
	F.C. Internazionale[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Loan[509]



	2009-08-26
	Wesley Sneijder[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	F.C. Internazionale[image: External link]
	€15m[510]



	2009-08-26
	Felipe Mattioni[image: External link]
	Grêmio[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan[511]



	2009-08-26
	Zdeněk Zlámal[image: External link]
	Udinese Calcio[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Loan[512]



	2009-08-26
	Gustavo Savoia[image: External link]
	Ponte Preta[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[513]



	2009-08-27
	Álex Bergantiños[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Re-Loan[514]



	2009-08-27
	Dmytro Chyhrynskiy[image: External link]
	Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	€25m[515]



	2009-08-27
	Arjen Robben[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Bayern Munich[image: External link]
	€25m[516]



	2009-08-27
	Leonel Altobelli[image: External link]
	Club Atlético Tigre[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Loan[517]



	2009-08-27
	Toché Verdú[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Free[518]



	2009-08-27
	Duda[image: External link]
	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	€0.4m[519]



	2009-08-28
	Albert Serra[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Levante UD[image: External link]
	Free[520]



	2009-08-28
	Noé Pamarot[image: External link]
	Portsmouth[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[521]



	2009-08-28
	Nacho Pérez[image: External link]
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	Free[522]



	2009-08-28
	José Juan Luque[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Free[523]



	2009-08-28
	Mehrdad Oladi[image: External link]
	Al-Shabab[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Free[524]



	2009-08-28
	Fabián Assmann[image: External link]
	CA Independiente[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Loan[525]



	2009-08-28
	Javier Iturriaga[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Club Portugalete[image: External link]
	Free[526]



	2009-08-29
	Popo[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	UD Logroñés[image: External link]
	Free[527]



	2009-08-29
	Fabián Orellana[image: External link]
	Udinese Calcio[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan[528]



	2009-08-29
	Miguel Ángel Angulo[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Sporting Clube de Portugal[image: External link]
	Free[529]



	2009-08-30
	Eiður Guðjohnsen[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	Free[530]



	2009-08-30
	Julio Álvarez[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Free[531]



	2009-08-31
	Bruno Fornaroli[image: External link]
	U.C. Sampdoria
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Loan[532]



	2009-08-31
	Aarón Ñíguez[image: External link]
	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Loan[533]



	2009-08-31
	Magnus Troest[image: External link]
	Genoa C.F.C.[image: External link]
	Recreativo de Huelva[image: External link]
	Loan[534]



	2009-08-31
	Henrique[image: External link]
	FC Barcelona
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan[535]



	2009-08-31
	Xisco Jiménez[image: External link]
	Newcastle United[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Loan[536]



	2009-08-31
	Roberto Santamaría[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Loan[537]



	2009-08-31
	Ionel Dănciulescu[image: External link]
	Dinamo Bucureşti[image: External link]
	Hércules CF[image: External link]
	Free[538]



	2009-08-31
	Ranko Despotović[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Loan[539]



	2009-08-31
	Mateo Musacchio[image: External link]
	C.A. River Plate[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF B[image: External link]
	Free[540]



	2009-08-31
	Miguel Torres[image: External link]
	Real Madrid
	Getafe CF[image: External link]
	€2m[541]



	2009-08-31
	Álex Quillo
	Atlético Madrid B[image: External link]
	UD Almería
	Free[542]



	2009-08-31
	Ruymán Hernández[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	UD Vecindario[image: External link]
	Free[543]



	2009-08-31
	Salva Ballesta[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[544]



	2009-08-31
	Javier Almirón[image: External link]
	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[545]



	2009-08-31
	Pere Martí[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Loan[546]



	2009-08-31
	Brian Sarmiento[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Loan[547]



	2009-08-31
	Branko Ilič[image: External link]
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	FC Moscow[image: External link]
	Loan[548]



	2009-08-31
	Paulo Pezzolano[image: External link]
	Liverpool de Montevideo[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan[549]



	2009-08-31
	Borja Valero[image: External link]
	West Bromwich Albion[image: External link]
	RCD Mallorca[image: External link]
	Loan[550]



	2009-08-31
	David Cuéllar[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	UD Salamanca[image: External link]
	Free[551]



	2009-08-31
	Sidi Keita[image: External link]
	RC Lens[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Loan[552]



	2009-08-31
	Tiago Dutra[image: External link]
	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Maccabi Haifa[image: External link]
	Loan[553]



	2009-08-31
	Roberto Batres[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid B[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[554]



	2009-08-31
	Antonio Hidalgo[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Albacete Balompié[image: External link]
	Free[555]



	2009-08-31
	Hiroshi Ibusuki[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Real Madrid Castilla[image: External link]
	Loan[556]



	2009-08-31
	Nano González[image: External link]
	FC Cartagena[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Free[557]



	2009-08-31
	Reinaldo Gonçalves[image: External link]
	Esporte Clube Bahia[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	Free[558]



	2009-08-31
	Alberto García[image: External link]
	Real Murcia[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[559]



	2009-08-31
	Gerardo García[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[560]



	2009-08-31
	Dardo Caballero[image: External link]
	River Plate de Montevideo[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Free[561]



	2009-08-31
	Juanjo Expósito[image: External link]
	Racing de Santander[image: External link]
	Córdoba CF[image: External link]
	Loan[562]



	2009-08-31
	Bartholomew Ogbeche[image: External link]
	Real Valladolid[image: External link]
	Cádiz CF[image: External link]
	Loan[563]



	2009-08-31
	Jonan García[image: External link]
	SD Huesca[image: External link]
	UE Lleida[image: External link]
	Loan[564]



	2009-08-31
	Cheli[image: External link]
	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	UE Lleida[image: External link]
	Free[565]



	2009-08-31
	Gerardo Carrera[image: External link]
	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Pontevedra CF[image: External link]
	Free[566]



	2009-08-31
	Toño Ramírez[image: External link]
	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	CD Tenerife[image: External link]
	Loan[567]



	2009-08-31
	Aleix Vidal[image: External link]
	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Gimnàstic de Tarragona[image: External link]
	Free[568]



	2009-08-31
	John Heitinga[image: External link]
	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	Everton[image: External link]
	€7.5m[569]



	2009-08-31
	Antonio Calle[image: External link]
	Xerez CD[image: External link]
	Girona FC[image: External link]
	Free[570]



	2009-08-31
	Ángel Lafita[image: External link]
	Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	€2m[571]




References




	
^ "El Valencia ficha a Dealbert"[image: External link]. somosche.com. Retrieved 2009-03-12.


	
^ "Villarreal confirma el fichaje de Jefferson Montero"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-04-27.


	
^ "Mallorca percibe 2,6 millones por Jonás Gutiérrez"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-04-28.


	
^ "Cannavaro back with Juventus"[image: External link]. juventus.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 23 May 2009. Retrieved 2009-05-19.


	
^ "Leo Franco ficha por el Galatasaray"[image: External link]. goal.com. Retrieved 2009-05-22.


	
^ "Juca, nueva incorporación del Deportivo"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-05-28.


	
^ "Nef regresa al Udinese"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-03.


	
^ "Oficial la llegada de Mané al Getafe"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-03.


	
^ "El Espanyol ficha a Joan Verdú"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-04.


	
^ "El Betis confirma la llegada de Goitia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-05.


	
^ "El Valladolid firma a Barragán"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-08.


	
^ "El Real Madrid recompra a Negredo por cinco millones"[image: External link]. goal.com. Retrieved 2009-06-08.


	
^ "El Real Madrid ficha al mediapunta brasileño Kaká"[image: External link]. realmadrid.com. Retrieved 2009-06-09.


	
^ "El Recreativo ficha a Pablo Gallardo"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-09.


	
^ "Diego Costa anticipó su adiós y regresa al Atlético"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-10.


	
^ "Cristiano Ronaldo to Real Madrid"[image: External link]. www.manutd.com. Retrieved 2009-06-11.


	
^ "Jorge Molina ficha por el Elche"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-11.


	
^ "Juli llega al Elche con la carta de libertad"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-11.


	
^ "Pelegrín se marcha al Rayo"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-11.


	
^ "Néstor Susaeta se marcha firma dos años con el Rayo"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-11.


	
^ "Rivera, el primer fichaje del Sporting"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "El Málaga acuerda el fichaje del joven Xavi Torres"[image: External link]. diariosur.es. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "De Cerio, primer goleador fichado libre en 20 años"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "Mathieu se convertirá en el séptimo jugador francés en la historia del Valencia"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "Osasuna, firma Calleja"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "Villarreal recupera a David Fuster"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "Abraham firma con el Cádiz"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "Joni López regresa al Sporting"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "Goran Marić regresa al Celta"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-12.


	
^ "El venezolano Camacho jugará cedido en el Espanyol"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-13.


	
^ "Peña sigue la estela del central sevillista Gallardo"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-13.


	
^ "Polanski se va cedido al Mainz alemán"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-13.


	
^ "Jacobo regresa al Valladolid"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-15.


	
^ "El Espanyol se ficha a Wellington Baroni"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-16.


	
^ "El Espanyol cede Wellington Baroni al Panionios griego"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-16.


	
^ "Alfaro regresa al Sevilla"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-16.


	
^ "Botelho vuelve al Arsenal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-16.


	
^ "Nueva cesión de Casilla al Cádiz por parte del Espanyol"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-16.


	
^ "El central Zamora será el primer refuerzo charro"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-17.


	
^ "Álvaro Silva se reincorpora al Málaga"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-17.


	
^ "Jonathan Estrada será el primer fichaje de la Real Sociedad"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-17.


	
^ "Prorrogada la cesión de Pallardó"[image: External link]. esfutol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-17.


	
^ "El Almería ficha a Fabián Vargas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-17.


	
^ "Gonçalves, cedido al Guimaraes"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-17.


	
^ "Biel Medina jugará en el Nástic"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-18.


	
^ "El Espanyol traspasa a Jordi Gómez al Wigan"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-18.


	
^ "El Espanyol ficha al delantero israelí Ben Sahar"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-18.


	
^ "Nauzet Alemán es el segundo refuerzo del Valladolid"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-18.


	
^ "El Udinese ficha a Jaime, del Albacete"[image: External link]. goal.com. Retrieved 2009-06-19.


	
^ "Albacar se compromete con el Rayo"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-19.


	
^ "Pedro Ríos confirma su fichaje por el Getafe"[image: External link]. elgetafe.com. Retrieved 2009-06-19.


	
^ "Paco Peña firmará por el Hércules"[image: External link]. goal.com. Retrieved 2009-06-20.


	
^ "Carlos García renueva y se va cedido al Betis"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-20.


	
^ "Eliseu se marcha a la Lazio"[image: External link]. malagahoy.com. Retrieved 2009-06-20.


	
^ "El Celta ficha a Cristian Bustos"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-21.


	
^ "Bruno Saltor ficha por el Valencia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-22.


	
^ "Pedro Sánchez ficha por el Murcia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-22.


	
^ "Sergio Fernández ficha por el Murcia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-22.


	
^ "Rubén Navarro firma por el Nástic"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-22.


	
^ "Juan Pablo jugará en el Sporting las tres próximas temporadas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-22.


	
^ "Leandro Cabrera, al Atlético de Madrid"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-22.


	
^ "Roberto se marcha al Nástic"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-22.


	
^ "Thiago Dutra ficha por el Villarreal"[image: External link]. futbolbalear.es. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Ersen Martin se va al Gaziantepspor"[image: External link]. goal.com. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Jordi López regresa al Valencia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Nakamura jugará las dos próximas temporadas en el Espanyol"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Margairaz abandona Osasuna y se marcha al Zurich"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Catalá, segundo refuerzo del Celta"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Jorge Alonso, primer fichaje del Hércules"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Confirmado el fichaje de Linares por el Salamanca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "López Garai firma por el Celta"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Edu Navarro firma con el Numancia"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-23.


	
^ "Albiol ya es madridista"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-24.


	
^ "Oliva firma por el Villarreal"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-24.


	
^ "El Sporting ficha a Gregory Arnolin por tres temporadas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-24.


	
^ "De Sanctis, al Nápoles por 1,7 millones"[image: External link]. muchodeporte.com. Retrieved 2009-06-25.


	
^ "Dani, nuevo meta del Rayo Vallecano"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-25.


	
^ "El lateral derecho Juanra se convierte en el segundo fichaje del Hércules"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-25.


	
^ "El Sporting cierra el fichaje de Miguel de las Cuevas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-25.


	
^ "Valencia y Mallorca acuerdan el pase de Moyà"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-25.


	
^ "Nihat se marcha al Besiktas"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "El Málaga cierra el fichaje de Mtiliga"[image: External link]. diariosur.es. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "Tena será el sustituto de Iván Amaya en el Elche"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "El colombiano 'Chico Angulo' llega cedido al Deportivo con opción de compra"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "El Salamanca ficha a Perico"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "Álex Cruz se compromete con el Gimnastic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "Vicente Pérez ficha por el Gimnastic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "Diego León firma por Las Palmas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "Saviola se va al Benfica a cambio de cinco millones"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-26.


	
^ "Arango ficha por el Borussia M'Gladbach"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-27.


	
^ "El Málaga ficha a Munúa"[image: External link]. diariosur.es. Retrieved 2009-06-27.


	
^ "El Sporting de Portugal confirma el fichaje de Matías Fernández"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-27.


	
^ "El lateral zurdo Javi Casas, primer fichaje del FC Cartagena"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-27.


	
^ "El Decano cierra el lateral derecho con Raúl Cámara"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-28.


	
^ "Ángel Bernabé es presentado como portero del Salamanca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-29.


	
^ "Iriney ya es nuevo jugador del Betis por tres años"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-29.


	
^ "El PSG confirma el fichaje de Coupet"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-29.


	
^ "El Racing cierra el fichaje de Arana"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-29.


	
^ "Codina jugará tres temporadas en el Getafe"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-29.


	
^ "Bernardello firmará seis campañas por el Almería"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-30.


	
^ "Enguix se convierte en el primer refuerzo del Castellón"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-30.


	
^ "Sunny jugará cedido en el Betis con opción de compra"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-30.


	
^ "El Valladolid fihca a Héctor Font"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-06-30.


	
^ "El América paga 4,2 millones por el traspaso de Mosquera"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-30.


	
^ "Roberto Souza se desvincula del Celta y jugará en el Marítimo de Madeira"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-06-30.


	
^ "Cisma regresa al Almería"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "David Rodríguez vuelve de jugar cedido en el Celta"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Natalio regresa al Almería"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Zubiaurre llega al Athletic de jugar cedido en el Elche"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Lafuente llega al Athletic de jugar cedido en el Sporting"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Tiko deja al Eibar y regresa al Athletic"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Jurado regresa al Atlético"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Cléber Santana regresa al Atlético"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Valera regresa al Atlético"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Reyes regresa al Atlético"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Éver Banega regresa al Atlético"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Henrique regresa al Barça"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Adrián regresa al Dépor"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Omar Bravo regresa al Dépor"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Aythami regresa al Dépor"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Rodri regresa al Dépor"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Taborda regresa al Dépor"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Nenê regresa al Mónaco"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Nacho regresa al Getafe"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Stojkovic regresa al Sporting de Portugal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Duda regresa al Sevilla"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Lolo regresa al Sevilla"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Luque regresa al Ajax"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Pablo Barros regresa al Zaragoza"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Adriano regresa al Internacional"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Nsue regresa al Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Erice regresa al Osasuna"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Esparza regresa al Osasuna"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Nico Medina regresa al Osasuna"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Tiago Gomes regresa al Benfica"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Hidalgo regresa al Zaragoza"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Iván Bolado regresa al Racing"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Juanjo regresa al Racing"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Smolarek regresa al Racing"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Vitolo regresa al Racing"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Sarmiento regresa al Racing"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Garay regresa al Real Madrid"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Sepsi regresa al Benfica"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Jonathan Pereira regresa al Villarreal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Luccin regresa al Zaragoza"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Zigic regresa al Valencia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Faubert regresa al West Ham"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Tom De Mul regresa al Sevilla"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Bellvís regresa al Valencia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Antón regresa al Valladolid"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Asier regresa al Valladolid"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Marcos regresa al Villarreal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Altidore regresa al Villarreal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Crespí regresa al Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Calle regresa al Gimnástic"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Addison regresa al Hércules"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Igor regresa al Ipatinga"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Roque regresa al Liverpool"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Óscar Díaz regresa al Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Jonathan Soriano regresa al Espanyol"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Fabiano regresa al Genoa"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Pablo Ruiz regresa al Sevilla"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Oberman regresa al Cluj"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Dani Benítez regresa al Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Iturriaga regresa al Salamanca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Abel Aguilar regresa al Udinese"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Tuni regresa al Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Rubén Castro regresa al Dépor"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Montoro regresa al Valencia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Lillo regresa al Valencia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Dinei regresa al Atlético Paranaense"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Víctor regresa al Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Fran Mérida regresa al Arsenal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Felipe Manoel regresa al Huesca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Platero regresa al Numancia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Josu Villar regresa a la Real Sociedad"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Abreu regresa al River Plate"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Necati regresa al Galatasaray"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Dramé regresa al Sochaux"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Manu García regresa al Eibar"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Marco Rubén regresa al Villarreal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Morris regresa al Panathinaikos"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Riesgo regresa a la Real Sociedad"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Akalé regresa al Lens"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Miku regresa al Valencia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Flores regresa al Villarreal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Cendrós regresa al Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Escudero regresa al Villarreal"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Bergantiños regresa al Dépor"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Jairo regresa al Dépor"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Alcalá regresa al Málaga"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Popo regresa al Málaga"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Carmona regresa al Mallorca"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Goitom regresa al Murcia"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Aguirre regresa al Lanús"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Oldoni regresa al Paranaense"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Parri regresa al Cádiz"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Nano regresa al Betis"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Franck regresa al Xerez"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Monzón regresa al Boca Juniors"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Zazo regresa al Rayo"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Pallardó regresa al Getafe"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Benzema ya es jugador del Madrid"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Miguel Ángel refuerza al Gimnástic"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Carmona llega al Decano"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Lucena refuerza al Cádiz"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Juanito ya es rojiblanco"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "El Castellón ficha a Guzmán Casaseca por dos temporadas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Mendoza hace oficial su fichaje por el Rayo Vallecano"[image: External link]. canalazulino.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "El Cádiz ficha a Joseba Arriaga"[image: External link]. canalamarillo.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "El Numancia ficha a Javi Flaño"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "El Numancia ficha a Álex"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-01.


	
^ "Suso ficha por el Hearts"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-02.


	
^ "El Levante consigue la cesión de Pau Cendrós"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-02.


	
^ "El Salamanca y Valencia llegan a un acuerdo para la cesión de Lombán"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-02.


	
^ "Marcano firma por el Villarreal"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-02.


	
^ "Crespo llegará cedido al Racing"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "Pociello se compromete con el Girona"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "Clavero ficha por el Cartagena"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "Alberto ficha por el Murcia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "Isaac ficha por el Murcia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "Iñaki Bea ficha por el Murcia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "Bellvis primer fichaje del Tenerife tras su vuelta a primera"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "Del Olmo llega al Athletic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "El Celta cierra el fichaje de Sergio Ortega"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-03.


	
^ "El Recreativo firma al argentino Jerónimo Barrales"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-04.


	
^ "Movilla jugará dos años en el Rayo"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-05.


	
^ "Dani, el Zamora de Segunda B, llegará cedido al Huesca"[image: External link]. diariodelaltoaragon.es. Retrieved 2009-07-05.


	
^ "El Espanyol hace oficial el fichaje del argentino Pillud"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-06.


	
^ "Óscar Sánchez firma por el Murcia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-06.


	
^ "Nivaldo, nueva incorporación del Valladolid"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-06.


	
^ "Vasco Fernandes ya es nuevo jugador del Celta"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-06.


	
^ "Miguel Albiol sí cumple su palabra con el club grana y ficha por el Murcia"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-07.


	
^ "El Salamanca ficha a Goikoetxea"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-07.


	
^ "Laionel llega cedido al Salamanca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-07.


	
^ "Iñaki Descarga se convierte en el primer fichaje del Real Unión de Irún"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-07.


	
^ "Las Palmas se refuerza con la contratación de Pedro Vega"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-07.


	
^ "Catalá, primer refuerzo del filial del Villarreal"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-07.


	
^ "Víctor Pérez jugará en el Huesca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-07.


	
^ "Asenjo ya es el nuevo portero del Atlético"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "Diego Costa se marcha al Valladolid con opción de recompra"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "Jorge Luque firma dos temporadas con el Córdoba"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "Mikel Rico regresa al Huesca para las dos próximas temporadas"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "Didier Zokora ya es nuevo jugador del Sevilla"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "Jaume Costa se presenta con el Cádiz "con mucha ilusión" "[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "El Recreativo de Huelva ficha al lateral diestro David Córcoles por dos temporadas"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "El delantero Sito Riera ha sido traspasado al Panionios"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "Jonatas se marcha cedido al Botafogo hasta diciembre"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-08.


	
^ "Quero firma hoy por tres campañas"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-09.


	
^ "Nano firmará por el club rojillo para reforzar el ataque"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-09.


	
^ "El Córdoba anuncia el fichaje del centrocampista Dañobeitia para las dos próximas temporadas"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-09.


	
^ "El Murcia cerró por fin la llegada de Mario Rosas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-09.


	
^ "Plasil ha sido traspasado al Girondins de Burdeos"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-09.


	
^ "El Recreativo anuncia el fichaje de Pablo Sánchez"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-09.


	
^ "Juanma, llega al Huesca cedido por una temporada"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-09.


	
^ "Pennant, primer inglés en la historia del Zaragoza"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-09.


	
^ "El Elche llega a un acuerdo con Jandro por dos años"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-10.


	
^ "De la Bella jugará en San Sebastián"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-10.


	
^ "Víctor firma por el Cartagena"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-10.


	
^ "Rafa Jordá firma por el Hércules"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-10.


	
^ "Guaita jugará cedido la próxima temporada en el Recre"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-10.


	
^ "Óscar de Marcos firma por el Athletic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-10.


	
^ "Candeias, cedido al Recre"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-11.


	
^ "El Recreativo anuncia la contratación del portero Ángel"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-11.


	
^ "Maresca se va a Olympiacos"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-11.


	
^ "Jonay Díaz "Romario" ficha por el Huesca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-11.


	
^ "Dani Mallo es el nuevo portero del Girona"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-12.


	
^ "El Corinthians fichó a Edu"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Murcia y Almería llegan a un acuerdo para traspasar a Goitom"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Moretti jugará cedido un año en el Genoa"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Oficializado el regreso de Roberto al Atlético de Madrid"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Iñaki Lafuente defenderá la portería del Numancia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "El argentino Carrizo será el nuevo portero del Zaragoza"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Bernardo se desvincula del Alavés para jugar en Huelva"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Confirmada la llegada de Rubén Durán al Real Unión"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Álvaro firma por Las Palmas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Fernando Sales ficha por el Albacete"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Vivar Dorado ficha por el Albacete"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-13.


	
^ "Botía, cedido un año al Sporting"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "Nuno Coelho refuerza la zaga del filial del Villarreal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "Mora aportará su veteranía a la zaga recreativista"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "El acuerdo con Botía acelera la salida del defensa Jorge"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "Antonio López, tercer fichaje del Albacete"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "Juanfran deja el Getafe por el Real Madrid Castilla"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "Pagola, nueva incorporación del Alavés"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "Fabricio se compromete con el Valladolid"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "Valdo llega cedido al Málaga"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "El Córdoba ficha a Richi Álvarez"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "El Celta ficha al delantero Saulo Rodríguez Dos Santos"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-14.


	
^ "Morris, cedido por el Panathinaikos, estará un año en Santander"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Mendilibar ya tiene el delantero que quería: Alberto Bueno"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Cristo Marrero ficha por el Universidad de Las Palmas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "El Cartagena hacew oficial el fichaje de Daniel Pérez "Tonino" "[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "El Málaga anuncia la contratación del defensa del Sporting Omar"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Juanma Hernández jugará cedido en el Girona"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Ernesto Galán jugará cedido en el Girona"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Aitor Núñez se suma al Tenerife por tres temporadas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Xabi Castillo ya es nuevo jugador del Athletic"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Adrián Hernández 'Pollo' se convierte en el cuarto refuerzo amarillo"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Jesús Rueda jugará cedido en el Córdoba la próxima temporada"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "López Ramos se compromete con el Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Lafuente regresa al Cartagena"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "El Barça cierra el fichaje de Maxwell"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-15.


	
^ "Rafa Gómez firma por el Elche"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Javi Lara firma por el Elche"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Beobide firma por el Real Unión"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Iriome llega cedido al Huesca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Vicente Pascual firma por el Huesca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "El Numancia cede al portero De Miguel al Izarra"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Silva refuerza la defensa del Cádiz"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Lledó ficha por el Castellón"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Aranda ficha por el Osasuna"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Coca ficha por el Córdoba"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Dani Carril firma por el Levante"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Tiago Gomes es el sexto fichaje del Hércules"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-16.


	
^ "Santi Santos se compromete con el Cartagena"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "Emilio Nsue se convierte en el tercer fichaje de la Real por sorpresa"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "Marc Torrejón, nuevo jugador del Racing"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "Bordas, ex del Córdoba, ficha por el Salamanca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "El Valladolid ficha al delantero angoleño Manucho"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "Oliveira confirma su marcha al Al Jazira porque la oferta era "irrechazable" "[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "El defensor Morcillo firma por el Córdoba"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "Mikel Álvaro se incorpora al Numancia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "Rufete jugará en el Hércules las dos próximas temporadas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-17.


	
^ "El Albacete cierra el traspaso de Miguel Amantegui"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-18.


	
^ "Arthuro jugará en el Celta"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-18.


	
^ "El Zaragoza ficha a Uche"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-18.


	
^ "El Salamanca ficha al portugués Hugo Leal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-18.


	
^ "Amaro se marcha al Valladolid"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-19.


	
^ "Kike ficha por el Salamanca"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-19.


	
^ "El Huesca ficha a Mustafa"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "El Mallorca alcanza un preacuerdo con el Chelsea para fichar a Sergio Tejera"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "El Valladolid llega a un acuerdo con el Tottenham por Berchiche"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "El Hércules obtiene el fichaje de Cristian"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "El Valladolid llega a un acuerdo con el Oporto para la cesión de "Pelé" "[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "Maniche, nuevo jugador del Colonia"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "Kiko Ratón, nuevo jugador del Girona FC"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "El Elche consigue la cesión de Ximo Navarro"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "Unai Expósito, al Cartagena"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "El Albacete ficha al lateral derecho Manuel Blanco"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "El Cartagena incorpora a Chus Herrero"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "El Cartagena incorpora a Longás"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "Gorka Brit firma por el Real Unión"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-20.


	
^ "Javi García deja Irlanda y ficha por el Benfica"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-21.


	
^ "Sousa ficha por el Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-21.


	
^ "Brasca, nuevo fichaje del filial del Villarreal"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-21.


	
^ "Iñigo Vélez firma por el Numancia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-21.


	
^ "David Lopes se incorpora al Córdoba"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-21.


	
^ "El Real Madrid recompra a Granero"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-21.


	
^ "César Martín firma por el Castellón"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-22.


	
^ "Lamas se marcha cedido a Las Palmas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-22.


	
^ "Jonathan Valle, nuevo jugador del Castellón"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-22.


	
^ "Cristian Portilla, nuevo fichaje del Sporting"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-22.


	
^ "El Sevilla se hace con los servicios de Sergio Sánchez"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-22.


	
^ "Stéphane Pignol ficha por Las Palmas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Béranger, cedido a Las Palmas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Guayre ficha por Las Palmas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Abel Aguilar ficha por el Zaragoza"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "El Barcelona oficializa fichaje de Keirrison"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Emilio Sánchez firma con el Recreativo"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "El Córdoba ficha a Javier Herreros Gorria"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Guerrón se va cedido al Cruzeiro brasileño"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Parejo se marcha al Getafe"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Víctor Salas y Mackay se unen a la Ponferradina"[image: External link]. la-cronica.net. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Diego Tristán se incorpora al Cádiz"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "Diop se va al Racing y el Nàstic ingresará 1'5 'kilos' "[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "César Arzo firma por el Valladolid"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "Marcos firma por el Valladolid"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "Jesús Perera llega al Elche cedido por el Rayo Vallecano"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "Iván Malón se marcha al Pontevedra"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "Nilmar, nuevo jugador del Villarreal por las cinco próximas temporadas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "Garmendia se desliga del Athletic y va al Numancia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "Botelho llega cedido al Celta"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-24.


	
^ "Forestieri jugará cedido en el Málaga"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-25.


	
^ "El Málaga consigue la contratación de Jordi Pablo"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-25.


	
^ "El Málaga cierra la cesión por una temporada del defensa del Oporto Stepanov"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-25.


	
^ "Zapater se irá al Genoa"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-25.


	
^ "N'Gal reforzará al Tenerife"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-25.


	
^ "Luis Doménech se desvincula del Elche para jugar en el Benidorm"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-25.


	
^ "Juanmi Callejón, cedido al Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-25.


	
^ "Luciano, desvinculado del Salamanca, firma por el Poli Ejido"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-26.


	
^ "El Gimnastic ficha al "otro" Diop"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-26.


	
^ "Curro Torres ficha por el Nástic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-27.


	
^ "Renan es cedido al Xerez"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-27.


	
^ "Eto'o ficha por el Inter de Milán"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-27.


	
^ "Ibrahimovic, nuevo jugador del Barcelona"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-27.


	
^ "Dani Tortolero ficha por el Girona"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-27.


	
^ "Juanlu ficha por el Levante"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-28.


	
^ "David Generelo ficha por dos temporadas por el Elche"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-28.


	
^ "Óscar Arpón llega a un acuerdo con la U.D.Logroñés"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-28.


	
^ "Geijo ficha por el Racing"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-28.


	
^ "Morientes se marcha al Olympique de Marsella"[image: External link]. cadenaser.com. Retrieved 2009-07-28.


	
^ "Moisés ficha por el Huesca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-28.


	
^ "El Real Madrid ficha a Arbeloa"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-28.


	
^ "El Barcelona cede a Keirrison al Benfica"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-28.


	
^ "Hleb cedido al Stuttgart"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-29.


	
^ "Cáceres cedido al Juventus"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-29.


	
^ "Markel Robles ficha por el Real Unión"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-29.


	
^ "Roncaglia jugará cedido en el Espanyol"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-29.


	
^ "Gioda jugará cedido en el Xerez"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-30.


	
^ "Heinze se marcha al Olympique de Marsella"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-30.


	
^ "Ezequiel Luna firma por cuatro temporadas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-30.


	
^ "Jonathan Soriano, un fichaje de primera para el Barça B"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-30.


	
^ "César Ortiz, cedido al Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-30.


	
^ "El Málaga confirma el fichaje de Edinho"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-30.


	
^ "Albert Luque se desvincula del Ajax y ficha por el Málaga"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-30.


	
^ "El Getafe ficha a Boateng"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-07-30.


	
^ "El Submarino ficha al paraguayo Hernán Pérez"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-31.


	
^ "Confirmado el fichaje de Rodri por el Hércules"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-31.


	
^ "Stuani es cedido al Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-31.


	
^ "Sepsi vuelve cedido al Racing de Santander"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-31.


	
^ "Hugo Viana jugará cedido en el Sporting de Braga"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-07-31.


	
^ "Pablo Ruiz, nuevo refuerzo del Cartagena"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-07-31.


	
^ "Ángel Martínez firmó su cesión al Rayo"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-01.


	
^ "Román Martínez firmó su cesión al Tenerife"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-01.


	
^ "Juanito se compromete con el Málaga por cuatro temporadas"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-02.


	
^ "Roberto Román "Tito" ficha por el Rayo"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-03.


	
^ "Pablo Amo ficha por el Zaragoza"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-03.


	
^ "Josico regresa a Las Palmas"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-03.


	
^ "El Xerez ata por fin a Armenteros"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-04.


	
^ "El Real Madrid cierra el traspaso de Xabi Alonso"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-04.


	
^ "El Rayo vende a Amaya al Wigan"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-05.


	
^ "El Rayo vende a Diamé al Wigan"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-05.


	
^ "Huntelaar se marcha al Milan por 15 millones"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-05.


	
^ "Álex Cruz llegará cedido al Atlético Ciudad"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-05.


	
^ "El Córdoba cierra su novena contratación con el medio-centro Cabrera"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-05.


	
^ "Altidore se marcha cedido al Hull City"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-05.


	
^ "Murcia y Almería acuerdan la cesión de Natalio"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-05.


	
^ "Katxorro ficha por el Poli Ejido"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "Edu firma por el Internacional"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "El Arsenal cede a Fran Mérida al Levante"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "Levante y Mallorca acuerdan la cesión de Javi Guerra"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "Montoro es la quinta incorporacion del Real Unión"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "Parri, nuevo jugador del Nàstic"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "Addison ficha por el Puertollano"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "Notario ficha por el Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "Ariel Rosada deja el Celta y se marcha a Boca Juniors"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-06.


	
^ "Quique de Lucas firma por el Cartagena"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-07.


	
^ "El Zaragoza hace oficial el fichaje de Babic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-08.


	
^ "El Córdoba logra la cesión del mediapunta Lizio, del River Plate"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-08.


	
^ "Omar Pérez se incorpora al Castellón"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-10.


	
^ "Fernando Morán ficha por el Gimnástic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-10.


	
^ "Igor jugará por fin cedido en el Levante"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-10.


	
^ "Ísmodes regresa al Sporting de Cristal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-10.


	
^ "El Cartagena ficha a Cygan"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-10.


	
^ "Luis García ficha por el Racing de Santander"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-10.


	
^ "El Numancia completa su plantilla con la cesión de Balenziaga del Athletic"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-11.


	
^ "Ander Murillo refuerza la zaga del Salamanca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-11.


	
^ "El Betis anuncia el traspaso de Mark González al CSKA de Moscú"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-11.


	
^ "El Rayo obtiene la cesión del rojiblanco Pacheco"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-11.


	
^ "Jito firma por la Cultural Leonesa"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-12.


	
^ "Xavi Jiménez se compromete con el Lleida"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-12.


	
^ "Uglessich ficha por el Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-12.


	
^ "El Celta de Vigo cierra el traspaso de Ghilas al Hull City"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-12.


	
^ "El Málaga contrata a Ben Achour"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-13.


	
^ "Neru ficha por el Alavés"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-14.


	
^ "Víctor Sánchez ficha por el Xerez"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-14.


	
^ "Mikel San José es cedido al Athletic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-14.


	
^ "Moha firma por el Girona"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-15.


	
^ "Gibanel ficha por el Logroñés"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-16.


	
^ "Van den Boogaart convence al Murcia y ficha por el club grana"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-16.


	
^ "Aythami vuelve a ser cedido al Xerez"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-17.


	
^ "Xisco Campos es cedido al Castellón"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-17.


	
^ "Míchel Salgado ficha por el Blackburn Rovers"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-17.


	
^ "El Cartagena ficha al centrocampista panameño Alberto Quintero"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-18.


	
^ "Carlos Bueno es cedido a la Real Sociedad"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-18.


	
^ "Ritchie Kitoko ficha por el Udinese"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-18.


	
^ "David Prieto es cedido al Xerez"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-18.


	
^ "Javi Guerrero se compromete con Las Palmas por dos temporadas"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-18.


	
^ "Jon Echaide es cedido al Huesca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-19.


	
^ "Borja Rubiato, nuevo jugador del Huesca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-19.


	
^ "Simon es cedido al Córdoba"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-19.


	
^ "El Cádiz ficha al paraguayo Amarilla"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-19.


	
^ "Negredo ficha por el Sevilla"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-19.


	
^ "Carleto es cedido al Elche"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-20.


	
^ "El Mallorca ficha a Brunp China"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-20.


	
^ "Pedro León firmará por el Getafe hasta 2014"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-21.


	
^ "Rossato ficha por la Unión"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-21.


	
^ "Álvaro Antón, cedido al Recreativo de Huelva"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-21.


	
^ "Rubén ficha por el Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-21.


	
^ "Javi González ficha por el Portugalete"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-21.


	
^ "Guillermo Pereyra ficha por el Murcia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-21.


	
^ "Alcalá es cedido al Real Unión de Irún"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-21.


	
^ "Peragón ficha por el Girona"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-22.


	
^ "Rubén Castro es cedido al Rayo Vallecano"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-22.


	
^ "El Elche cierra la cesión de Trejo"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-22.


	
^ "El Zaragoza ficha a Obradovic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-22.


	
^ "Ricardo Páez anuncia su fichaje por el Castellón"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-22.


	
^ "Xisco ficha por el Levante"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-23.


	
^ "El Valladolid ficha a Sisi"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-24.


	
^ "Javi Castellano se marcha cedido al Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-24.


	
^ "Miguel Palanaca se marcha cedido al Castellón"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-24.


	
^ "Agus se marcha cedido al Córdoba"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-24.


	
^ "Camuñas ficha por el Osasuna"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-24.


	
^ "El Cartagena consigue la cesión de Óscar Sielva"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "Platero se marcha cedido al Barakaldo"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "Alfaro se marcha cedido al Tenerife"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "Dinei se marcha cedido al Tenerife"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "El Xerez anuncia el fichaje del delantero Giancarlo Maldonado"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "Troyano se marcha cedido al Marbella"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "Nacho Insa firma con el Villarreal B hasta 2011"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "Casado jugará cedido en el Xerez"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "Jorquera ficha por el Girona"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "El Espanyol ficha a Forlín"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-25.


	
^ "El Murcia ficha a Chando"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "El Espanyol ficha a Marqués"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "El Gimnastic ficha a Fachan"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "El Elche logra la cesión de Martí Crespí"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "El Málaga consigue la cesión de Obinna"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "Sneijder dice sí al Inter y ficha por el equipo italiano"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "El brasileño Mattioni llega cedido al Mallorca"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "El internacional checo Zlamal refuerza la portería del Cádiz"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "El Córdoba ficha al delantero argentino Gustavo Savoia"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-26.


	
^ "Confirma la cesión de Bergantiños al Xerez"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-27.


	
^ "Chygrynskiy confirma su fichaje por el Barcelona"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-27.


	
^ "El Madrid traspasa a Robben al Bayern por 25 millones"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-27.


	
^ "Altobelli es cedido al Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-27.


	
^ "Toché ficha por el Cartagena"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-27.


	
^ "El Málaga ficha a Duda por cuatro temporadas"[image: External link]. diariosur.es. Retrieved 2009-08-27.


	
^ "El Levante ficha a Serra"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-28.


	
^ "El Hércules ficha a Noe Pamarot"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-28.


	
^ "El Betis ficha a Nacho por tres temporadas"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-28.


	
^ "El Real Murcia ficha a José Juan Luque"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-28.


	
^ "El Xerez ficha a Oladi"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-28.


	
^ "El guardamete Assmann es cedido a Las Palmas"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-28.


	
^ "Javier Iturriaga ficha por el Portugalete"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-28.


	
^ "Popo ficha por el Logroñés"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-29.


	
^ "El Xerez ficha a Orellana"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-29.


	
^ "Angulo jugará en el Sporing de Lisboa"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-29.


	
^ "Gudjohnsen se marcha al Mónaco"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-30.


	
^ "Julio Álvarez se marcha al Mallorca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-30.


	
^ "Fornaroli es cedido al Recreativo"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Aarón es cedido al Celta"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Troest es cedido al Recreativo"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Henrique es cedido al Racing"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Xisco es cedido al Racing"[image: External link]. as.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Santamaría es cedido al Málaga"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "El Hércules cierra su plantilla con Danciulescu"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Despotovic es cedido al Salamanca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Musacchio jugará en el filial del Villarreal"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Miguel ficha por el Getafe"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Álex Quillo ficha por el Almería"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Ruymán jugará en el Vecindario"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Salva Ballesta ficha por el Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Almirón ficha por el Girona"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Pere Martí es cedido al Murcia"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Brian Sarmiento es cedido al Girona"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Ilic es cedido al FC Moscow"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Pezzolano es cedido al Mallorca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Borja Valero es cedido al Mallorca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "David Cuéllar se marcha al Salamanca"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Sidi Keita es cedido al Xerez"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Thiago Dutra es cedido a Israel"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Batres se marcha al Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Hidalgo se marcha al Albacete"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Hiroshi es cedido al Castilla"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Nano se marcha al Cádiz"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Reinaldo se marcha al Huesca"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Alberto se marcha al Córdoba"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "El Córdoba ficha a Gerardo"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "El Córdoba ficha a Dardo Caballero"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "El Córdoba consigue la cesión de Juanjo"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Ogbeche es cedido al Cádiz in extremis"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Jonan García es cedido al Lleida"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Cheli ficha por el Lleida"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Gerardo ficha por el Pontevedra"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Toño Ramírez es cedido al Tenerife"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Aleix Vidal ficha por el Gimnastic"[image: External link]. esfutbol.net. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Heitinga, traspasado al Everton por 7,5 millones"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Calle ficha por el Girona"[image: External link]. gironafutbolclub.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.


	
^ "Lafita ficha finalmente por el Zaragoza"[image: External link]. marca.com. Retrieved 2009-08-31.








See also


	List of Spanish football transfers winter 2009–10[image: External link]



TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Football transfers summer 2009[image: External link]

	La Liga transfers[image: External link]

	Segunda División transfers[image: External link]

	2009–10 in Spanish football[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 3 May 2017, at 21:40.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article List of Spanish football transfers summer 2009: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Spanish_football_transfers_summer_2009 [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=List_of_Spanish_football_transfers_summer_2009 [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 List of Champions

	2 Performance

	3 Notes

	4 References

	5 External links





List of French football Champions





The French football champions are the winners of the highest league of football in France[image: External link], Ligue 1. Since the National Council of the French Football Federation[image: External link] voted in support of professionalism in French football in 1930, the professional football championship of France has been contested through Ligue 1, formerly known as Division 1 from 1933–2002.[1][2] Prior to this, the first division championship of French football was contested through a league ran by the Union des Sociétés Françaises de Sports Athlétiques[image: External link] (USFSA), an organization that supported amateur sport[image: External link]. The USFSA's league ran from 1894–1919 and awarded 22 league titles before being suspended in 1915 due to World War I[image: External link] and the creation and success of the Coupe de France, which had quickly become the country's national competition.[3] The USFSA returned in 1919 changing the league into numerous regional amateur leagues that awarded no league title. This system lasted from 1919–1926. In 1926, the first division's reigns were handed over to the French Football Federation. The federation organized and ran a league composed of the regional amateur league champions called the Championnat de France amateur[image: External link] from 1927–1929 and awarded three titles before the league was converted to the professional league that exists today in 1932.[1]

The first champions of French football were Standard Athletic Club[image: External link], who defeated The White Rovers[image: External link] 2–0 in Courbevoie[image: External link] on 6 May 1894.[4] The initial championship match was held on 29 April but finished 2–2, so the match was replayed.[4] Standard went on to win the French championship four more times over the next seven years before RC Roubaix[image: External link] took control of the league becoming the first French club to win three straight titles beginning in 1902.[5] Following Roubaix's success, the ownership of the amateur league title began rotating back and forth from the north of France[image: External link] to the south of France[image: External link] with Marseille[image: External link] eventually winning the last amateur title in 1929.[5]

The first French football champions of the professional era were Olympique Lillois[image: External link], a predecessor of Lille[image: External link], who defeated Cannes[image: External link] 4–3 on 14 May 1933 at the Stade Olympique Yves-du-Manoir[image: External link] in Colombes[image: External link].[5] Sète[image: External link] were crowned champions the following season and, in 1939, became the first professional club in France to win two titles.[5] Following the conclusion of World War II[image: External link], Saint-Étienne[image: External link] became the model club[image: External link] of the country winning four consecutive titles from 1966–1970.[5] The club won all its 10 titles in a span of 25 years. Marseille repeated Saint-Étienne's feat of four consecutive titles from 1988–1992. It would take the club another 17 years[image: External link] to win another title. During the hiatus between Marseille's title in 1992 and the club's most recent in 2010, Lyon established themselves as a top club winning their first title in 2002. The title started a national record-breaking streak of seven successive league championships with the streak coming to an end following the 2008–09 season[image: External link] when Bordeaux[image: External link] eclipsed them winning their sixth title.[6][7]

Saint-Étienne and Marseille have the most titles in French football having won ten each.[8][9] The majority of Saint-Étienne's titles came during the 1960s and 1970s when the club was led by managers[image: External link] Jean Snella[image: External link], Albert Batteux[image: External link], and Robert Herbin[image: External link]. Marseille has nine professional league titles and one amateur title which they won in the 1928–29 season.[9] The club initially equaled Saint-Étienne's number of titles won during the 1992–93 season, but the title was stripped after it was discovered by the Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link] (LFP) that the club's president[image: External link] Bernard Tapie[image: External link] had bribed the opposition's players.[10][11] Tapie was later found guilty of bribery[image: External link] and sentenced to two years in prison.[12] In the 2009–10 season, Marseille equaled Saint-Étienne's number of titles, amateur or professional.[13][14] Currently, Nantes are third with eight titles and they are followed by AS Monaco[image: External link] and Lyon each with seven.[15][16][17]

List of Champions

Amateur era (1893–1929)



	Year[4]
	Winner
	Runner-up
	Third place



	1893–94[image: External link]
	Standard Athletic Club[image: External link] (1)
	The White Rovers[image: External link]
	—



	1894–95[image: External link]
	Standard Athletic Club[image: External link] (2)
	The White Rovers[image: External link]
	—



	1895–96[image: External link]
	Club Français[image: External link] (1)
	The White Rovers[image: External link]
	—



	1896–97[image: External link]
	Standard Athletic Club[image: External link] (3)
	The White Rovers[image: External link]
	—



	1897–98[image: External link]
	Standard Athletic Club[image: External link] (4)
	Club Français[image: External link]
	—



	1898–99[image: External link]
	Le Havre[image: External link] (1)
	Club Français[image: External link]
	—



	1899–1900[image: External link]
	Le Havre[image: External link] (2)
	Club Français[image: External link]
	—



	1900–01[image: External link]
	Standard Athletic Club[image: External link] (5)
	Le Havre[image: External link]
	—



	1901–02[image: External link]
	Roubaix[image: External link] (1)
	RCF Paris[image: External link]
	—



	1902–03[image: External link]
	Roubaix[image: External link] (2)
	RCF Paris[image: External link]
	—



	1903–04[image: External link]
	Roubaix[image: External link] (3)
	Suisse Paris[image: External link]
	—



	1904–05[image: External link]
	Gallia Club Paris[image: External link] (1)
	Roubaix[image: External link]
	—



	1905–06[image: External link]
	Roubaix[image: External link] (4)
	CA Paris[image: External link]
	—



	1906–07[image: External link]
	RCF Paris[image: External link] (1)
	Roubaix[image: External link]
	—



	1907–08[image: External link]
	Roubaix[image: External link] (5)
	RCF Paris[image: External link]
	—



	1908–09[image: External link]
	Helvétique Marseille (1)
	CA Paris[image: External link]
	—



	1909–10[image: External link]
	US Tourcoing[image: External link] (1)
	Helvétique Marseille
	—



	1910–11[image: External link]
	Helvétique Marseille (2)
	RCF Paris
	—



	1911–12[image: External link]
	Saint-Raphaël (1)
	AS Française
	—



	1912–13[image: External link]
	Helvétique Marseille (3)
	Rouen[image: External link]
	—



	1913–14[image: External link]
	Olympique Lillois[image: External link] (1)
	Sète[image: External link]
	—



	1914–18
	
Suspended due to World War I[image: External link]





	1918–19[image: External link]
	Le Havre[image: External link] (2)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	—



	1919–26
	
Not Played





	1926–27[image: External link]
	CA Paris[image: External link] (1)
	Amiens AC[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link]



	1927–28[image: External link]
	Stade Français[image: External link] (1)[nb 1]
	US Tourcoing[image: External link]
	—



	1928–29[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (1)[nb 2]
	Club Français[image: External link]
	—



	1929–32
	
Not Played






Professional era (1932–present)



	Year
	Winner[2][21][22]
	Runner-up
	Third place



	1932–33[image: External link]
	Olympique Lillois[image: External link] (1)
	Cannes[image: External link]
	—



	1933–34[image: External link]
	Sète[image: External link] (1)
	Fives[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link]



	1934–35[image: External link]
	Sochaux[image: External link] (1)
	Strasbourg[image: External link]
	RCF Paris[image: External link]



	1935–36[image: External link]
	RCF Paris[image: External link] (2)
	Lille[image: External link]
	Strasbourg[image: External link]



	1936–37[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (2)
	Sochaux[image: External link]
	RCF Paris[image: External link]



	1937–38[image: External link]
	Sochaux[image: External link] (2)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Sète[image: External link]



	1938–39[image: External link]
	Sète[image: External link] (2)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	RCF Paris[image: External link]



	1939–45
	
Suspended due to World War II[image: External link]





	1945–46[image: External link]
	Lille[image: External link] (1)
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	RC Roubaix[image: External link]



	1946–47[image: External link]
	Roubaix–Tourcoing[image: External link] (1)
	Stade Reims[image: External link]
	Strasbourg[image: External link]



	1947–48[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (3)
	Lille[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link]



	1948–49[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link] (1)
	Lille[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link]



	1949–50[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link] (1)
	Lille[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link]



	1950–51[image: External link]
	Nice[image: External link] (1)
	Lille[image: External link]
	Le Havre[image: External link]



	1951–52[image: External link]
	Nice[image: External link] (2)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Lille[image: External link]



	1952–53[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link] (2)
	Sochaux[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link]



	1953–54[image: External link]
	Lille[image: External link] (2)
	Stade Reims[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link]



	1954–55[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link] (3)
	Toulouse[image: External link]
	Lens[image: External link]



	1955–56[image: External link]
	Nice[image: External link] (3)
	Lens[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	1956–57[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (1)
	Lens[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link]



	1957–58[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link] (4)
	Nîmes[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	1958–59[image: External link]
	Nice[image: External link] (4)
	Nîmes[image: External link]
	RCF Paris[image: External link]



	1959–60[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link] (5)
	Nîmes[image: External link]
	RCF Paris[image: External link]



	1960–61[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link] (1)
	RCF Paris[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link]



	1961–62[image: External link]
	Stade Reims[image: External link] (6)
	RCF Paris[image: External link]
	Nîmes[image: External link]



	1962–63[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link] (2)
	Stade Reims[image: External link]
	Sedan[image: External link]



	1963–64[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (2)
	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	Lens[image: External link]



	1964–65[image: External link]
	Nantes (1)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Valenciennes



	1965–66[image: External link]
	Nantes (2)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Valenciennes



	1966–67[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (3)
	Nantes
	Angers[image: External link]



	1967–68[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (4)
	Nice[image: External link]
	Sochaux[image: External link]



	1968–69[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (5)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Metz[image: External link]



	1969–70[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (6)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Sedan[image: External link]



	1970–71[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (4)
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	Nantes



	1971–72[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (5)
	Nîmes[image: External link]
	Sochaux[image: External link]



	1972–73[image: External link]
	Nantes (3)
	Nice[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link]



	1973–74[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (7)
	Nantes
	Lyon



	1974–75[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (8)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Lyon



	1975–76[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (9)
	Nice[image: External link]
	Sochaux[image: External link]



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Nantes (4)
	Lens[image: External link]
	Bastia



	1977–78[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link] (3)
	Nantes
	Strasbourg[image: External link]



	1978–79[image: External link]
	Strasbourg[image: External link] (1)
	Nantes
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]



	1979–80[image: External link]
	Nantes (5)
	Sochaux[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]



	1980–81[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link] (10)
	Nantes
	Bordeaux[image: External link]



	1981–82[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link] (4)
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	Sochaux[image: External link]



	1982–83[image: External link]
	Nantes (6)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain



	1983–84[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link] (2)
	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	Auxerre



	1984–85[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link] (3)
	Nantes
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	1985–86[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain (1)
	Nantes
	Bordeaux[image: External link]



	1986–87[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link] (4)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Toulouse[image: External link]



	1987–88[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link] (5)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Montpellier[image: External link]



	1988–89[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (6)
	Paris Saint-Germain
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	1989–90[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (7)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (8)
	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	Auxerre



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (9)
	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain



	1992–93[image: External link]
	— [nb 3]
	Paris Saint-Germain
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	1993–94[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain (2)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Auxerre



	1994–95[image: External link]
	Nantes (7)
	Lyon
	Paris Saint-Germain



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Auxerre (1)
	Paris Saint-Germain
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	1996–97[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link] (6)
	Paris Saint-Germain
	Nantes



	1997–98[image: External link]
	Lens[image: External link] (1)
	Metz[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	1998–99[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link] (5)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Lyon



	1999–2000[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link] (7)
	Paris Saint-Germain
	Lyon



	2000–01[image: External link]
	Nantes (8)
	Lyon
	Lille[image: External link]



	2001–02[image: External link]
	Lyon (1)
	Lens[image: External link]
	Auxerre



	2002–03[image: External link]
	Lyon (2)
	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link]



	2003–04[image: External link]
	Lyon (3)
	Paris Saint-Germain
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	2004–05[image: External link]
	Lyon (4)
	Lille[image: External link]
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	2005–06[image: External link]
	Lyon (5)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Lille[image: External link]



	2006–07[image: External link]
	Lyon (6)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Toulouse[image: External link]



	2007–08[image: External link]
	Lyon (7)
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link]



	2008–09[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link] (6)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Lyon



	2009–10[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link] (10)
	Lyon
	Auxerre



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Lille[image: External link] (3)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Lyon



	2011–12[image: External link]
	Montpellier[image: External link] (1)
	Paris Saint-Germain
	Lille[image: External link]



	2012–13[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain (3)
	Marseille[image: External link]
	Lyon



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain (4)
	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	Lille[image: External link]



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain (5)
	Lyon
	AS Monaco[image: External link]



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Paris Saint-Germain (6)
	Lyon
	AS Monaco[image: External link]






Performance

Performance by club in Amateur era & Professional era



	Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Winning Years
	Runner-up years



	Marseille[image: External link]
	
10


	
12


	1928–29, 1936–37, 1947–48, 1970–71, 1971–72, 1988–89, 1989–90, 1990–91, 1991–92, 2009–10
	1918-19, 1937-38, 1938-39, 1969-70, 1974-75, 1986-87, 1993-94, 1998-99, 2006-07, 2008-09, 2010-11, 2012-13



	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	
10


	
3


	1956–57, 1963–64, 1966–67, 1967–68, 1968–69, 1969–70, 1973–74, 1974–75, 1975–76, 1980–81
	1945-46, 1970-71, 1981-82



	Nantes
	
8


	
7


	1964–65, 1965–66, 1972–73, 1976–77, 1979–80, 1982–83, 1994–95, 2000–01
	1966-67, 1973-74, 1977-78, 1978-79, 1980-81, 1984-85, 1985-86



	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	
7


	
6


	1960–61, 1962–63, 1977–78, 1981–82, 1987–88, 1996–97, 1999–00
	1963-64, 1983-84, 1990-91, 1991-92, 2002-03, 2013-14



	Lyon
	
7


	
5


	2001–02, 2002–03, 2003–04, 2004–05, 2005–06, 2006–07, 2007–08
	1994-95, 2000-01, 2009-10, 2014-15, 2015-16



	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	
6


	
9


	1949–50, 1983–84, 1984–85, 1986–87, 1998–99, 2008–09
	1951-52, 1964-65, 1965-66, 1968-69, 1982-83, 1987-88, 1989-90, 2005-06, 2007-08



	Paris Saint-Germain
	
6


	
7


	1985–86, 1993–94, 2012–13, 2013–14, 2014–15, 2015–16
	1988-89, 1992-93, 1995-96, 1996-97, 1999-2000, 2003-04, 2011-12



	Stade de Reims
	
6


	
3


	1948–49, 1952–53, 1954–55, 1957–58, 1959–60, 1961–62
	1946-47, 1953-54, 1962-63



	Lille[image: External link]
	
5


	
6


	1913-14, 1932-33, 1945–46, 1953–54, 2010–11
	1935-36, 1947-48, 1948-49, 1949-50, 1950-51, 2004-05



	Roubaix[image: External link]
	
5


	
2


	1901–02, 1902–03, 1903–04, 1905–06, 1907–08
	1904-05, 1906-07



	Standard Athletic Club[image: External link]
	
5


	
–


	1893–94, 1894–95, 1896–97, 1897–98, 1900–01
	



	Nice[image: External link]
	
4


	
3


	1950–51, 1951–52, 1955–56, 1958–59
	1967-68, 1972-73, 1975-76



	Helvétique Marseille
	
3


	
1


	1908–09, 1910–11, 1912–13
	1909-10



	Le Havre[image: External link]
	
3


	
1


	1898–99, 1899–00, 1918–19
	1900-01



	RC Paris[image: External link]
	
2


	
7


	1906–07, 1935–36
	1901-02, 1902-03, 1905-06, 1907-08, 1910-11, 1960-61, 1961-62



	Sochaux[image: External link]
	
2


	
3


	1934–35, 1937–38
	1936-37, 1952-53, 1979-80



	Sète[image: External link]
	
2


	
1


	1933–34, 1938–39
	1913-14



	Club Français[image: External link]
	
1


	
4


	1895–96
	1897-98, 1898-99, 1899-1900, 1928-29



	Lens[image: External link]
	
1


	
4


	1997–98
	1955-56, 1956-57, 1976-77, 2001-02



	CA Paris[image: External link]
	
1


	
2


	1926–27
	1905-06, 1908-09



	US Tourcoing[image: External link]
	
1


	
1


	1909–10
	1927-28



	Strasbourg[image: External link]
	
1


	
1


	1978–79
	1934-35



	Gallia Club Paris[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1904–05
	



	Saint-Raphaël
	
1


	
–


	1911–12
	



	Stade Français[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1927–28
	



	Roubaix-Tourcoing[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1946–47
	



	Auxerre
	
1


	
–


	1995–96
	



	Montpellier[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	2011–12
	



	The White Rovers[image: External link]
	
–


	
4


	
	1893-94, 1894-95, 1895-96, 1896-97



	Nîmes[image: External link]
	
–


	
4


	
	1957-58, 1958-59, 1959-60, 1971-72



	Suisse Paris[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	
	1903-04



	AS Française
	
–


	
1


	
	1911-12



	Rouen[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	
	1912-13



	Amiens[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	
	1926-27



	Cannes[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	
	1932-33



	Fives[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	
	1933-34



	Toulouse[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	
	1954-55



	Metz[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	
	1997-98




Notes:


	
Bold indicates clubs currently playing in 2015–16 Ligue 1[image: External link].

	
Lille OSC[image: External link] is the legal heir of Olympique Lillois[image: External link]




Performance by club in Professional era



	Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Winning Years



	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	
10


	
3


	1956–57, 1963–64, 1966–67, 1967–68, 1968–69, 1969–70, 1973–74, 1974–75, 1975–76, 1980–81



	Marseille[image: External link]
	
9


	
11


	1936–37, 1947–48, 1970–71, 1971–72, 1988–89, 1989–90, 1990–91, 1991–92, 2009–10



	Nantes
	
8


	
7


	1964–65, 1965–66, 1972–73, 1976–77, 1979–80, 1982–83, 1994–95, 2000–01



	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	
7


	
6


	1960–61, 1962–63, 1977–78, 1981–82, 1987–88, 1996–97, 1999–00



	Lyon
	
7


	
5


	2001–02, 2002–03, 2003–04, 2004–05, 2005–06, 2006–07, 2007–08



	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	
6


	
9


	1949–50, 1983–84, 1984–85, 1986–87, 1998–99, 2008–09



	Paris Saint-Germain
	
6


	
7


	1985–86, 1993–94, 2012–13, 2013–14, 2014–15, 2015–16



	Stade de Reims
	
6


	
3


	1948–49, 1952–53, 1954–55, 1957–58, 1959–60, 1961–62



	Nice[image: External link]
	
4


	
3


	1950–51, 1951–52, 1955–56, 1958–59



	Lille[image: External link]
	
3


	
6


	1945–46, 1953–54, 2010–11



	Sochaux[image: External link]
	
2


	
3


	1934–35, 1937–38



	Sète[image: External link]
	
2


	
–


	1933–34, 1938–39



	Lens[image: External link]
	
1


	
4


	1997–98



	RCF Paris[image: External link]
	
1


	
2


	1935–36



	Strasbourg[image: External link]
	
1


	
1


	1978–79



	Olympique Lillois[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1932–33



	Roubaix-Tourcoing[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1946–47



	Auxerre
	
1


	
–


	1995–96



	Montpellier[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	2011–12



	Nîmes[image: External link]
	
–


	
4


	–



	Cannes[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	Fives[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	Toulouse[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	Metz[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–




Notes:


	
Bold indicates clubs currently playing in 2015–16 Ligue 1[image: External link].

	
Marseille[image: External link] were stripped of their title by the LFP[image: External link] after being found guilty of bribery[image: External link] in 1992–93 French Division 1[image: External link]. No winner was declared for that season.



Performance by club in Amateur era



	Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Winning Years



	Roubaix[image: External link]
	
5


	
2


	1901–02, 1902–03, 1903–04, 1905–06, 1907–08



	Standard Athletic Club[image: External link]
	
5


	
–


	1893–94, 1894–95, 1896–97, 1897–98, 1900–01



	Helvétique Marseille
	
3


	
1


	1908–09, 1910–11, 1912–13



	Le Havre[image: External link]
	
3


	
1


	1898–99, 1899–00, 1918–19



	Club Français[image: External link]
	
1


	
4


	1895–96



	RCF Paris[image: External link]
	
1


	
4


	1906–07



	CA Paris[image: External link]
	
1


	
2


	1926–27



	US Tourcoing[image: External link]
	
1


	
1


	1909–10



	Marseille[image: External link]
	
1


	
1


	1928–29



	Gallia Club Paris[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1904–05



	Saint-Raphaël
	
1


	
–


	1911–12



	Olympique Lillois[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1913–14



	Stade Français[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1927–28



	The White Rovers[image: External link]
	
–


	
4


	–



	Suisse Paris[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	AS Française
	
–


	
1


	–



	Rouen[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	Sète[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	Amiens[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–




Notes:


	
RCF Paris[image: External link], Marseille[image: External link], Olympique Lillois[image: External link] are the only teams who managed to Win in Amateur era and also in Professional era.



Notes


	
^ For the 1927–28 and 1928–29 seasons, the French Football Federation[image: External link] eliminated the league table format used in the previous season and used a playoff system. No third-place match was held.[5][18][19][20]


	
^ For the 1927–28 and 1928–29 seasons, the French Football Federation[image: External link] eliminated the league table format used in the previous season and used a playoff system. No third-place match was held.[5][18][19][20]


	
^ Marseille were stripped of their title by the LFP[image: External link] after being found guilty of bribery[image: External link]. No winner was declared for that season.[10][11]




References



	
^ a b Gilles Gauthey, Le football professionnel français, Paris, 1961, p.18. Éditée et diffusée par l'auteur. OCLC[image: External link]  41613347[image: External link]


	
^ a b "Palmarès"[image: External link]. Ligue 1. Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ "French find recipe for success"[image: External link]. Union of European Football Associations[image: External link]. 21 February 2010. Retrieved 11 June 2010.


	
^ a b c Pauron, Frédéric (24 April 2004). "France 1892–1919"[image: External link]. Rec.Sport.Soccer Statistics Foundation. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ a b c d e f g Pauron, Frédéric (21 May 2010). "France – List of Champions"[image: External link]. Rec.Sport.Soccer Statistics Foundation. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ "Lyon, France's enduring champions"[image: External link]. Fédération Internationale de Football Association[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ Lyttleton, Ben (1 June 2009). "Bordeaux claim Ligue 1 title to justify faith in Laurent Blanc"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Guardian Media Group[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ "Palmarès"[image: External link]. AS Saint-Étienne[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ a b "L'OM... et le Championnat"[image: External link] (in French). Olympique de Marseille[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ a b Baring, Louise (2 August 1992). "Un homme d'affaires: Bernard Tapie"[image: External link]. The Independent. Independent News and Media[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ a b Bidwell, Nick (13 July 1993). "Scandal leaves a stain on the white shirt of Marseille"[image: External link]. The Independent. Independent News and Media[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ Halpin, Padraic (8 January 2006). "Match fixing: a history"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Guardian Media Group[image: External link]. Retrieved 2 July 2010.


	
^ "Marseille 3–1 Stade Rennes"[image: External link]. ESPNsoccernet[image: External link]. ESPN. 5 May 2010. Retrieved 25 May 2010.


	
^ "L'OM champion de France !"[image: External link]. Ligue 1 (in French). Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link]. 5 May 2010. Retrieved 5 May 2010.


	
^ "L'histoire du FC Nantes"[image: External link] (in French). FC Nantes. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ "Palmares"[image: External link] (in French). AS Monaco FC[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ "Le palmarès par compétitions"[image: External link] (in French). Olympique Lyonnais. Retrieved 5 June 2010.


	
^ a b "Division d' Excellence: Saison 26-27"[image: External link]. Pages Perso Orange[image: External link]. Retrieved 9 July 2010.


	
^ a b "Division d' Excellence: Saison 27-28"[image: External link]. Pages Perso Orange. Retrieved 9 July 2010.


	
^ a b "Division d' Excellence: Saison 28-29"[image: External link]. Pages Perso Orange. Retrieved 9 July 2010.


	
^ "Ligue 1 (ex-D1 jusqu'en 2001–2002)"[image: External link] (in French). French Football Federation[image: External link]. Retrieved 7 June 2010.


	
^ "Historique Classments"[image: External link]. Ligue 1 (in French). Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link]. Retrieved 16 June 2010.






External links


	
History of Football in France[image: External link] (French)




TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Football leagues in France[image: External link]

	National association football champions[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 15 May 2017, at 11:58.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article List of French football Champions: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_French_football_champions [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=List_of_French_football_champions [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Precursors

	2 History

	3 Winners

	4 Records

	5 Media coverage

	6 See also

	7 References

	8 External links





Coupe de la Ligue





This article is about the football competition. For the ice hockey competition, see Coupe de la Ligue (ice hockey)[image: External link].

The Coupe de la Ligue (French pronunciation: ​[kup də la liɡ][image: External link]), known outside France as the French League Cup, is a knockout[image: External link] cup competition in French football[image: External link] organized by the Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link].[1] The tournament was established in 1994[2] and, unlike the Coupe de France, is only open to professional clubs in France which play in country's top three football divisions[image: External link], though only four professional clubs currently play in the Championnat National[image: External link].

Paris Saint-Germain are the current champions, having defeated Monaco[image: External link] 4–1 for a record seventh title in the 2016-2017 competition[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Precursors




Competitions similar to the Coupe de la Ligue had been previously held in France.[3] The Coupe Charles Drago[image: External link] was held from 1953 to 1965; it involved teams eliminated from the Coupe de France.[3] The winner of the first Coupe Charles Drago final was decided by a coin-toss[image: External link] when Sochaux[image: External link] and Toulouse[image: External link] tied 3–3 after extra time.[2] Another competition named Coupe de la Ligue existed from 1963 to 1965; this was run alongside the Coupe Charles Drago for two years until they both ceased.[3] In 1982, a Coupe d'Eté (Summer cup) was held before the start of the French league season; the cup was won by Stade Laval[image: External link].[4] This tournament continued under the name of Coupe de la Ligue, until 1994, before the beginning of the French season.[3]
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 History




The tournament in its current format started in 1994 and was initiated by the professional teams because of their displeasure with the Coupe de France, thanks to its built-in home advantage for teams playing in the lower leagues. Entrance to the UEFA Cup, now called the UEFA Europa League, is offered to the winning team.[2] Its first winner was Paris Saint-Germain, after their 2–0 victory[image: External link] over Bastia.[5] The first final decided by a penalty shootout[image: External link] was in 1996[image: External link] when Metz[image: External link] beat Lyon.[6] The first three finals were held at Parc des Princes; from 1998 edition[image: External link] until 2015, the finals have been held at the Stade de France[image: External link].[7] Strasbourg[image: External link] and Paris Saint-Germain have won the competition at both stadiums.[2] Gueugnon[image: External link] became the first team below the top division of France to win the cup after beating Paris Saint-Germain in the 2000 final[image: External link].[2] Overall, there have been 14 winners of the competition since its inception.[3] The current holders of the cup are Paris Saint-Germain[image: External link], who beat AS Monaco[image: External link] in the 2017 final[image: External link] to win the cup for a record seventh time, fourth in a row.[3]
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 Winners




Main article: List of Coupe de la Ligue winners[image: External link]




	Team
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Years won
	Years runner-up



	Paris Saint-Germain
	7
	1
	1995, 1998, 2008, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017
	2000



	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	3
	3
	2002, 2007, 2009
	1997, 1998, 2010



	Marseille[image: External link]
	3
	0
	2010, 2011, 2012
	—



	Strasbourg[image: External link]
	3
	0
	1964, 1997, 2005
	—



	Metz[image: External link]
	2
	1
	1986, 1996
	1999



	Lens[image: External link]
	2
	1
	1994, 1999
	2008



	Laval[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1982, 1984
	—



	Lyon
	1
	4
	2001
	1996, 2007, 2012, 2014



	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	1
	3
	2003
	1984, 2001, 2017



	Montpellier[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1992
	1994, 2011



	Nantes
	1
	1
	1965
	2004



	Sochaux[image: External link]
	1
	1
	2004
	2003



	Nancy[image: External link]
	1
	1
	2006
	1982



	Reims
	1
	0
	1991
	—



	Gueugnon[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2000
	—



	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2013
	—
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 Records





	
Most tournament wins (team): seven, Paris Saint-Germain.

	
Most final appearances (team): eight, Paris Saint-Germain.[8]


	
Highest goalscorer (career): Pauleta, 15 goals.[9]


	
Most goals scored in a season (player): Stéphane Guivarc'h, seven goals in 1997–98.[10]
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 Media coverage




In France, the Coupe de la Ligue is broadcast by France Television[image: External link] until the 2008–09 season and will continue to do so until at least the 2015–16 season.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

In Spain, the Coupe de la Ligue is broadcast by beIN Sports (Spain)[image: External link].

In Australia the Coupe de la Ligue is broadcast by Setanta Sports Australia[image: External link].

In many parts of the world the game is broadcast live on TV5Monde[image: External link].
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Coupe de France, the nation's football cup
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Coupe de France





This article is about the football competition. For the rugby, see Coupe de France (rugby)[image: External link]. For the ice hockey, see Coupe de France (ice hockey)[image: External link]. For the synchronized skating, see French Cup (synchronized skating)[image: External link].

The Coupe Charles Simon, commonly known as the Coupe de France (French pronunciation: ​[kup də fʁɑ̃s][image: External link], French Cup), is the premier knockout[image: External link] cup competition in French football[image: External link] organized by the French Football Federation[image: External link]. The cup competition is named after Charles Simon, a French sportsman[image: External link] who died while serving in World War I, and is open to all amateur and professional football clubs in France, including clubs based in the overseas departments and territories[image: External link]. The final is played at the Stade de France[image: External link] and the winner of the Coupe de France qualifies for the group stage of the UEFA Europa League. The reigning champions are Paris Saint-Germain who defeated Marseille[image: External link] in the final of the 2015–16 competition[image: External link].

The Coupe de France was first held in 1917–18[image: External link] and, during the 2016–17 season[image: External link], celebrated its 100th season. Combined with random draws and one-off matches (no replays), the Coupe de France can be difficult for the bigger clubs to win. The competition is usually beneficial to the amateur clubs as it forces higher-ranked clubs, usually professional clubs, to play as the away team when drawn against lower-league opposition if they are competing two levels below them. However, despite the advantages, only one amateur club has actually reached the final since professionalism[image: External link] was introduced in French football[image: External link] in 1932: Calais RUFC[image: External link] in 2000[image: External link]. Both clubs who have won the competition and were not playing in Ligue 1 were professional, Le Havre[image: External link] in 1959[image: External link] and Guingamp[image: External link] in 2009[image: External link]. The Coupe de France is managed and run by the Coupe de France Commission, whose president is former French international[image: External link] Willy Sagnol[image: External link].

7,422 clubs participated in the 2011–12 cup competition[image: External link].[1] Furthermore, an improved 7,656 clubs competed in the 2013–14 edition[image: External link].
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 History




The Coupe de France was created on 15 January 1917 by the French Interfederal Committee (CFI), an early predecessor of the French Football Federation[image: External link]. The idea was pushed by the federation's general secretary Henri Delaunay[image: External link] and under union sacrée[image: External link], the competition was declared open to all clubs, amateur and professional, though professionalism[image: External link] in French football[image: External link] at the time was non-existent. The major clubs in France objected to the notion that all clubs should be allowed to enter. However, the federation dispelled their complaints and declared the competition would remain as is. Due to the minimal requirements to enter, the first competition featured 48 clubs. By 1948, the number had increased to 1,000 and at present, the competition features more than 7,000 clubs. Due to the initial increase in clubs, the federation created preliminary rounds beginning with the 1919–20 season. The following season, they added a second preliminary round. As of today, the competition contains eight regional rounds with some regions[image: External link] containing as much as ten.

The first Coupe de France victors were Olympique de Pantin[image: External link] who defeated FC Lyon[image: External link] 3–0 at the Stade de la Légion Saint-Michel in Paris in front of 2,000 spectators. The following year, the competition was shifted to the Parc des Princes and drew 10,000 supporters to the final that saw CASG Paris defeat Olympique de Paris[image: External link] 3–2. The competition alternated between many stadiums during its early years playing at the Stade Pershing[image: External link] from 1920–1924 before switching to the Stade Olympique Yves-du-Manoir[image: External link] in Colombes[image: External link]. The competition lasted a decade there before returning to the Parc des Princes in 1938. In 1941, the final was held at the Stade de Paris[image: External link]. The following year, the final returned to Colombes and remained there until moving to the Parc des Princes permanently following its renovation, which made it the largest in terms of attendance in France.

Since the ratio between amateur and professional clubs in France is extremely one-sided, the competition regularly produces surprises. The best performance by an amateur club in the competition is usually awarded the Petit Poucet Plaque. On 4 February 1957, one of the competition's biggest upsets occurred when Algerian club SCU El Biar[image: External link] defeated European[image: External link] powerhouse Stade de Reims who had players such as Robert Jonquet[image: External link], Michel Hidalgo[image: External link], Léon Glovacki[image: External link], and Just Fontaine in its arsenal. One of the more recent successes of an amateur club occurred during the 1999–2000 competition[image: External link] when Championnat de France amateur[image: External link] club Calais RUFC[image: External link] reached the final[image: External link]. Calais, composed of doctors, dock workers, and office clerks, started the competition in the 5th round and, after defeating fellow amateurs, reached the Round of 64 where they faced Lille[image: External link]. Calais, after 120 minutes, were level 1–1 with Lille and defeated their Northern foes 7–6 on penalties[image: External link]. In the following two rounds, Calais defeated Langon-Castets and Cannes[image: External link]. In the quarter-finals, Calais defeated Strasbourg[image: External link] 2–1 and on 12 April 2000, eclipsed Bordeaux[image: External link] 3–1 in the semi-finals to advance to the final. Calais' road to the final was a prime example of the major advantages amateur clubs had with the club playing all of its matches at home beginning with the Round of 64 match. Unfortunately for Calais, their Cinderella[image: External link] run came to an end in the final with the club losing to Nantes 2–1 despite scoring first.

Professional clubs have continued to express their displeasure with the advantages amateur clubs receive in the competition with many of their complaints being directly associated with their hosting of matches. Coupe de France rules explicitly state that teams drawn first during the draw are granted hosting duties for the round, however, if the club drawn second is competing two levels below the club drawn first, then the hosting duties will be given to the second club drawn. Many clubs have subsequently complained that, due to the amateur clubs not having adequate funds, the stadiums they play in are extremely unkempt. The resulting differences led to the clubs represented by the Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link] forming their own cup competition, the Coupe de la Ligue. More recently, amateur clubs have begun to move to more established stadiums for their Coupe de France matches with their primary reason being to earn more money at the gate due to more established stadiums having the ability to carry more spectators.

The winner of the Coupe de France trophy normally holds on to the trophy for one year to put in on display at their headquarters before returning it to the French Football Federation. In the early 1980s, the cup was stolen, but was retrieved by the authorities quickly. Since 1927, the President of France[image: External link] has always attended the cup final and presented the trophy to the winning team's captain. President Gaston Doumergue[image: External link] was the first French president to take part in the ceremony.
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 Competition format




Similar to other countries cup competitions, the Coupe de France is a knockout tournament[image: External link] with pairings for each round drawn at random. Each tie is played through a single leg. If a match ends in a draw, extra time is played and if the match is still drawn, penalties are held. Prior to 1967, the competition had no extra time nor penalty shootouts[image: External link] and instead allowed replays, similar to the FA Cup[image: External link]. This style was abandoned following three straight draws between Olympique Lyonnais and amateur club Angoulême CFC[image: External link], which resulted in the federation flipping a coin[image: External link] to decide which club advanced. For the 1968–69 season[image: External link], extra time was introduced and, two years later, the penalty shootout was instituted. Following the 1974–75 season[image: External link], replays were scrapped.

There are a total of 14 rounds in the competition. However, rounds in the competition are determined through each region in France[image: External link] with one of the main reasons being to reduce travel costs. Depending on the region, the number of rounds may vary from four to as many as eight with each region sending a set number of clubs to the 7th round. The regions conduct rounds of matches up until the 7th round when professional clubs enter the competition. All of the clubs are then split and drawn against each other randomly, regardless of regional affiliation though geographical pots are made prior to the draw. In the overseas departments and territories[image: External link], territories such as Guadeloupe[image: External link], Martinique, French Guyana[image: External link], and Réunion[image: External link] establish their own knockout competition, similar to the regions in France, though only one club from each region is allowed to enter. This number later rose to two for some overseas regions. Territories like Mayotte[image: External link], French Polynesia[image: External link], and New Caledonia[image: External link] allow the winner of their cup competitions to enter the 7th round, such as when AS Mont-Dore[image: External link] won the 2009 edition of the New Caledonia Cup[image: External link] to earn qualification for the 2009–10 Coupe de France.

As well as being presented with the trophy, the winning team also qualifies for the UEFA Europa League. If the winner has already qualified for the UEFA Champions League via the league, the UEFA Europa League place goes to the next highest placed finisher in the league table.
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 Numbering




In Coupe de France matches, players are restricted to wearing the shirt numbers 1–18 regardless of the player's traditional number. The starters are given the numbers 1–11 with each player given a certain number based on his position[image: External link]. However, if a player wears a number between 1–11 domestically, he is allowed to wear that same number in Coupe de France matches unless he is among the substitutes at the start of the match, in which case the number is given to the player that is playing in his position.
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 Sponsorship




The Coupe de France does not have a primary sponsor of the competition, but allows sponsors of the French Football Federation[image: External link] to showcase themselves on club's kits at the expense of the club's sponsors. Among them include SFR[image: External link], Caisse d'Epargne[image: External link], Crédit Agricole[image: External link], Sita-Suez[image: External link], and Carrefour[image: External link].[2]
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 Records




Paris Saint-Germain[image: External link] and Olympique de Marseille[image: External link] share a record of 10 Coupe de France titles, following the result of the 2015-16 cup and that of the 1988–89 season[image: External link] respectively.[3][4] Marseille have appeared in the most finals having played in 18. The Parisian club have won 'a double'[image: External link] i.e. the Coupe de France and the Coupe de la Ligue in the same season in 1995, 1998, 2015, and 2016. Marseille are one of four clubs who have suffered two consecutive finals defeats, as the Bouches-du-Rhône[image: External link]-based club lost to Paris Saint-Germain in 2006[image: External link] and then to Sochaux[image: External link] the following season[image: External link].

Due to the early dominance of Parisian clubs during the early run of the competition and along with PSG's consistency, the Île-de-France[image: External link] region has the most Coupe de France champions having produced 23. The region is followed by Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur[image: External link] with Marseille being the region's most successful club.

Managers Guy Roux[image: External link] and André Cheuva[image: External link] share the honour of having managed four Coupe de France winning clubs. The most successful players are Dominique Bathenay[image: External link], Alain Roche[image: External link], and Marceau Sommerlynck[image: External link] who all won five titles. Éric Pécout[image: External link] of Nantes and Jean-Pierre Papin[image: External link] are joint top-scorers of the competition final having each converted a hat trick[image: External link] in their only appearances in the ultimate match. In 1947, Roger Vandooren scored the fastest goal in the final's history converting after 29 seconds for his club Lille[image: External link] in their 2–0 win over Strasbourg[image: External link].
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 Media coverage




The Coupe de France currently has a broadcasting agreement with France Télévisions[image: External link], the French public national television broadcaster, and Eurosport[image: External link] since the 2008/09 season. The French Football Federation reached an agreement with the broadcasters on 25 January 2010 agreeing to a four-year deal worth €4 million a season.[5] The Coupe de France final will be televised on France 2[image: External link], the broadcaster's main channel. Abroad, the Coupe de France has an agreement with the Irish broadcaster Setanta Sports[image: External link]. The channel broadcasts the competition in Canada, Australia, Africa (select countries), and the United Kingdom. In Spain beIN Sports (Spain)[image: External link] broadcasts the competition.
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 Winners




Main article: List of Coupe de France winners[image: External link]
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 Performance by club






	Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Years won
	Years runner-up



	Marseille[image: External link]
	10
	9
	1924[image: External link], 1926[image: External link], 1927[image: External link], 1935[image: External link], 1938[image: External link], 1943[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 1989[image: External link]
	1934[image: External link], 1940[image: External link], 1954[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2016



	Paris Saint-Germain
	10
	4
	1982[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1995[image: External link], 1998[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2015, 2016
	1985[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2011[image: External link]



	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	6
	3
	1962[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1974[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1977[image: External link]
	1960[image: External link], 1981[image: External link], 1982[image: External link]



	Lille[image: External link]
	6
	3
	1946[image: External link], 1947[image: External link], 1948[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 1955[image: External link], 2011[image: External link]
	1939[image: External link], 1945[image: External link], 1949[image: External link]



	Monaco[image: External link]
	5
	4
	1960[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 1985[image: External link], 1991[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link], 1984[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]



	RC Paris[image: External link]
	5
	3
	1936[image: External link], 1939[image: External link], 1940[image: External link], 1945[image: External link], 1949[image: External link]
	1930[image: External link], 1950[image: External link], 1990[image: External link]



	Lyon
	5
	3
	1964[image: External link], 1967[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]
	1963[image: External link], 1971[image: External link], 1976[image: External link]



	Red Star[image: External link]
	5
	1
	1921[image: External link], 1922[image: External link], 1923[image: External link], 1928[image: External link], 1942[image: External link]
	1946[image: External link]



	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	4
	6
	1941[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 2013[image: External link]
	1943[image: External link], 1952[image: External link], 1955[image: External link], 1964[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link]



	Auxerre
	4
	2
	1994[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]
	1979[image: External link], 2015



	Nantes
	3
	5
	1979[image: External link], 1999[image: External link], 2000[image: External link]
	1966[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1993[image: External link]



	Strasbourg[image: External link]
	3
	3
	1951[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 2001[image: External link]
	1937[image: External link], 1947[image: External link], 1995[image: External link]



	Nice[image: External link]
	3
	1
	1952[image: External link], 1954[image: External link], 1997[image: External link]
	1978[image: External link]



	Sète[image: External link]
	2
	4
	1930[image: External link], 1934[image: External link]
	1923[image: External link], 1924[image: External link], 1929[image: External link], 1942[image: External link]



	Rennes[image: External link]
	2
	4
	1965[image: External link], 1971[image: External link]
	1922[image: External link], 1935[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]



	Sedan[image: External link]
	2
	3
	1956[image: External link], 1961[image: External link]
	1965[image: External link], 1999[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]



	Sochaux[image: External link]
	2
	3
	1937[image: External link], 2007[image: External link]
	1959[image: External link], 1967[image: External link], 1988[image: External link]



	Montpellier[image: External link]
	2
	2
	1929[image: External link], 1990[image: External link]
	1931[image: External link], 1994[image: External link]



	Reims
	2
	1
	1950[image: External link], 1958[image: External link]
	1977[image: External link]



	Metz[image: External link]
	2
	1
	1984[image: External link], 1988[image: External link]
	1938[image: External link]



	Guingamp[image: External link]
	2
	1
	2009[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]
	1997[image: External link]



	CASG Paris
	2
	–
	1919[image: External link], 1925[image: External link]
	



	Olympique de Paris[image: External link]
	1
	2
	1918[image: External link]
	1919[image: External link], 1921[image: External link]



	Bastia
	1
	2
	1981[image: External link]
	1972[image: External link], 2002[image: External link]



	CA Paris[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1920[image: External link]
	1928[image: External link]



	Le Havre[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1959[image: External link]
	1920[image: External link]



	Club Français[image: External link]
	1
	–
	1931[image: External link]
	



	Cannes[image: External link]
	1
	–
	1932[image: External link]
	



	Roubaix[image: External link]
	1
	–
	1933[image: External link]
	



	Nancy-Lorraine[image: External link]
	1
	–
	1944[image: External link]
	



	Toulouse[image: External link]
	1
	–
	1957[image: External link]
	



	Nancy[image: External link]
	1
	–
	1978[image: External link]
	



	Lorient
	1
	–
	2002[image: External link]
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Ligue 1





For other uses, see Ligue 1 (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Ligue 1 (French pronunciation: ​[liɡ œ̃][image: External link]), is a French professional league for men's association football clubs. At the top of the French football league system[image: External link], it is the country's primary football competition. Administrated by the Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link], Ligue 1 is contested by 20 clubs and operates on a system of promotion and relegation[image: External link] with Ligue 2[image: External link].

Seasons run from August to May. Teams play 38 matches each (playing each team in the league twice, home and away), totaling 380 matches in the season. Most games are played on Saturdays and Sundays, with a few games played during weekday evenings. Play is regularly suspended the last weekend before Christmas[image: External link] for two weeks before returning in the second week of January. Ligue 1 is one of the top national leagues, currently ranked fifth in Europe[image: External link] behind Spain's La Liga, England's Premier League[image: External link], Germany's Bundesliga[image: External link] and Italy's Serie A.

Ligue 1 was inaugurated on 11 September 1932 under the name National before switching to Division 1 after a year of existence. The name lasted until 2002 before switching to its current name. AS Saint-Étienne[image: External link] is the most successful club with ten league titles in France while Olympique Lyonnais is the club that has won the most consecutive titles (seven between 2002 and 2008). With the presence of 67 seasons in Ligue 1, Olympique de Marseille[image: External link] hold the record for most seasons among the elite, while FC Nantes holds the League record for longevity with 44 consecutive seasons (1963–2007). The current champions are Paris Saint-Germain, who won their sixth title in the 2015–16 season[image: External link].
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 History
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 Foundation




Prior to 1930, professionalism[image: External link] in French football[image: External link] was non-existent. In July 1930, the National Council of the French Football Federation[image: External link] voted 128–20 in support of professionalism in French football. The founding fathers of professionalism in French football are Georges Bayrou, Emmanuel Gambardella, and Gabriel Hanot[image: External link]. Professionalism was officially implemented in 1932.

In order to successfully create a professional football league in the country, the Federation limited the league to twenty clubs. In order to participate in the competition, clubs were subjected to three important criteria:


	The incoming club must have had positive results in the past.

	The incoming club must be able to pull in enough revenue to balance its finances.

	The incoming club must be able to successfully recruit at least eight professional players.



Many clubs disagreed with the subjective criteria, most notably Strasbourg[image: External link], RC Roubaix[image: External link], Amiens SC[image: External link], and Stade Français[image: External link], while others like Rennes[image: External link] and Olympique Lillois[image: External link] were reluctant to become professional due to a variety of reasons, mostly due to fear of bankruptcy with Rennes and a conflict of interest[image: External link] with the latter club, as the team's president Henri Jooris also served as chairman of the Ligue du Nord. Jooris feared his league would fold and proposed it become the second division of the new league. Eventually, many clubs earned professional status, though it became more difficult to convince Northern clubs with Strasbourg, RC Roubaix, and Amiens still refusing to accept the new league, though Mulhouse[image: External link], Excelsior AC Roubaix[image: External link], Metz[image: External link], and Fives[image: External link] accepted professionalism. On the other side, clubs in the south of France such as Olympique de Marseille[image: External link], Hyères[image: External link], SO Montpellier[image: External link], SC Nîmes[image: External link], Cannes[image: External link], Antibes[image: External link], and Nice[image: External link] were extremely supportive of the new league and accepted their professional status without argument.
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 Establishment






	Division 1 champions (Pre-WWII)



	Season
	Winner



	1932–33[image: External link]
	Olympique Lillois[image: External link]



	1933–34[image: External link]
	Sète[image: External link]



	1934–35[image: External link]
	Sochaux[image: External link]



	1935–36[image: External link]
	Racing Club de France[image: External link]



	1936–37[image: External link]
	Marseille[image: External link]



	1937–38[image: External link]
	FC Sochaux-Montbéliard[image: External link]



	1938–39[image: External link]
	Sète[image: External link]



	
Further information:

French football champions







The league's inaugural season of the all-professional league, called National, was held in 1932–1933[image: External link]. The 20 inaugural members of National were Antibes[image: External link], CA Paris[image: External link], Cannes[image: External link], Club Français[image: External link], Excelsior AC Roubaix[image: External link], Fives[image: External link], Hyères[image: External link], Marseille[image: External link], Metz[image: External link], Mulhouse[image: External link], Nice[image: External link], Nîmes[image: External link], Olympique Alès[image: External link], Olympique Lillois[image: External link], Racing Club de France[image: External link], Red Star Olympique[image: External link], Rennes[image: External link], Sochaux[image: External link], Sète[image: External link], and Montpellier[image: External link]. The 20 clubs were inserted into two groups of 10 with the bottom three of each group suffering relegation to Division 2. The two winners of each group would then face each other in a final held at a neutral venue, which later turned out to the Stade Olympique Yves-du-Manoir[image: External link]. The first final was held on 14 May 1933 and it matched the winner of Group A, Olympique Lillois, against the runner-up of Group B, Cannes. Antibes, the winner of Group B, was supposed to take part in the final but was suspected of bribery by the French Football Federation[image: External link] and was forced into disqualification. In the first final, Lillois were crowned the inaugural champions following the club's 4–3 victory. After the season, the league decided to retain the 14 clubs and not promote any sides from the second division. The league also agreed to change its name from National to simply Division 1. For the 1934–35 season[image: External link], the league organized a legitimate promotion and relegation system bringing the total tally of clubs in the first division to 16. The number remained until the 1938–39 season[image: External link].

Because of World War II, football was suspended by the French government and the Ligue de Football Professionnel, although its member clubs continued playing in regional competitions. During the "war championships", as they are called, professionalism was abolished by the Vichy regime[image: External link] and clubs were forced to participate in regional leagues, designated as Zone Sud and Zone Nord. Due to its non-association with the two leagues, the LFP and FFF do not recognize the championships won by the clubs and thus 1939–1945 is non-existent in the two organizations' view. Following the conclusion of the war and the liberation of France[image: External link], professional football returned to France. The first division increased its allotment of clubs to 18. This number remained until the 1965–66 season[image: External link] when the number was increased to 20. In 2002, the league changed its name from Division 1 to Ligue 1.
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 Competition format




There are 20 clubs in Ligue 1. During the course of a season, usually from August to May, each club plays the others twice, once at their home stadium and once at that of their opponents, for a total of 38 games, though special circumstances may allow a club to host matches at other venues such as when Lille[image: External link] hosted Lyon at the Stade de France[image: External link] in 2007 and 2008. Teams receive three points for a win and one point for a draw. No points are awarded for a loss. Teams are ranked by total points, then goal difference[image: External link], and then goals scored. At the end of each season, the club with the most points is crowned champion. If points are equal, the goal difference and then goals scored determine the winner. If still equal, teams are deemed to occupy the same position. If there is a tie for the championship, for relegation, or for qualification to other competitions, a play-off match at a neutral venue decides rank. The three lowest placed teams are relegated to Ligue 2[image: External link] and the top three teams from Ligue 2 are promoted in their place. For the 2015/16 season only 2 teams will be relegated and only 2 teams from Ligue 2 will be promoted but this decision was overturned and 3 teams where relegated and 3 teams promoted.[1]

Previously, the league utilized a different promotion and relegation format. Prior to 1995, the league's format was direct relegation of the bottom two teams and a play-off between the third-last first-division team and the winner of the second-division play-offs, similar to the Dutch Eredivisie, and the German Bundesliga[image: External link]. The league has also experimented with a "bonus" rule. From 1973 to 1976, a rule rewarded teams scoring three or more goals in a game with one extra point, regardless of outcome, with the objective of encouraging offensive play. The experience was ultimately inconclusive. At the start of the 2006–07 season[image: External link], the league introduced an Attacking Play Table to encourage the scoring of more goals in Ligue 1 and Ligue 2[image: External link]. The LFP, with the help of the former manager Michel Hidalgo[image: External link] introduced the idea to reward those teams who score the most goals. The table was similar to the previous idea, but was independent from the official league table and clubs were only rewarded with monetary bonuses.

The 2016–17 season will see the return of a relegation play-off between the 18th placed Ligue 1 team and the 3rd placed team in the Ligue 2[image: External link] on a two-legged confrontation. The Ligue 2 team will host the first game.[2]
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 European qualification




Currently, as determined by the UEFA coefficient[image: External link], the top three teams in Ligue 1 qualify for the Champions League, with the top two proceeding directly to the group phase. The third-placed team enters in the third qualifying round. The fourth-placed team qualifies for the UEFA Europa League. The other two Europa League places are determined through the country's two domestic cup competitions, the Coupe de France and Coupe de la Ligue. If both of the cup winners qualify for Europe through their league position, the fifth and sixth-placed teams in Ligue 1 will qualify for the Europa League. The league can also be awarded a European place based on their UEFA Fair Play ranking[image: External link]. The league operates a Fair Play table to determine the winning club if France turns out to be the winning nation based on their Fair Play ranking.
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 Clubs




Main article: List of Ligue 1 clubs[image: External link]


A total of 76 clubs have played in Ligue 1 from its foundation in the 1932–33 season to the start of the 2011–12 season.[3] Currently, Marseille[image: External link], Montpellier[image: External link], Nice[image: External link], and Rennes[image: External link] are the only founding members of the league to be playing in Ligue 1. Paris Saint-Germain is the only club to have not suffered points relegation. They earned promotion to the first division for the 1974–75 season and has not faltered down since. Paris Saint-Germain was administratively relegated by the league following its split from Paris FC[image: External link] in 1972, but returned to the top flight two seasons later.

Internationally, the most well-known French clubs include Paris Saint-Germain[image: External link], Olympique de Marseille[image: External link], AS Monaco[image: External link], Olympique Lyonnais, AS Saint-Etienne[image: External link], Lille OSC[image: External link] and Girondins de Bordeaux[image: External link].
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 Members for 2016–17




The following 20 clubs compete in the 2016–17 Ligue 1[image: External link] season.


	As of end of 2016–2017 Ligue 1 season





	Club

	Position

in 2015–16
	First season in

top division
	Seasons in

Ligue 1
	First season of

current spell in

top division
	Ligue 1

titles
	Last

Ligue 1 title



	Angers[image: External link]
	9th
	1956–57
	24
	2015–16
	0
	—



	Bastia
	10th
	1968–69
	33
	2012–13
	0
	—



	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	11th
	1945–46
	63
	1992–93
	6
	2008–09



	Caen
	7th
	1988-89
	15
	2014-15
	0
	—



	Dijon[image: External link]
	L2[image: External link]: 2nd
	2011–12
	1
	2016–17
	0
	—



	Guingamp[image: External link]
	16th
	1995–96
	10
	2013–14
	0
	—



	Lille[image: External link]
	5th
	1945–46
	56
	2000–01
	3
	2010–11



	Lorient
	15th
	1998–99
	12
	2006–07
	0
	—



	Lyon
	2nd
	1951–52
	57
	1989–90
	7
	2007–08



	Marseille[image: External link]a
	13th
	1932–33
	66
	1996–97
	9
	2009–10



	Metz[image: External link]a
	L2[image: External link]: 3rd
	1932–33
	58
	2016–17
	0
	—



	Monaco[image: External link]
	3rd
	1953–54
	57
	2013–14
	7
	1999–00



	Montpellier[image: External link]a
	12th
	1932–33
	24
	2009–10
	1
	2011–12



	Nancy[image: External link]
	L2[image: External link]: 1st
	1970–71
	29
	2016–17
	0
	—



	Nantes
	14th
	1963–64
	48
	2013–14
	8
	2000–01



	Nice[image: External link]a
	4th
	1932–33
	57
	2002–03
	4
	1958–59



	PSG
	1st
	1971–72
	43
	1974–75
	6
	2015–16



	Rennes[image: External link]a
	8th
	1932–33
	59
	1994–95
	0
	—



	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	6th
	1938–39
	63
	2004–05
	10
	1980–81



	Toulouse[image: External link]
	17th
	1982–83
	28
	2003–04
	0
	—




a: Founding member of Ligue 1
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 Finances




Main article: Direction Nationale du Contrôle de Gestion[image: External link]


Ligue 1 clubs' finances and budgets are managed by the DNCG[image: External link], an organisation responsible for monitoring the accounts of professional association football clubs in France.[4] It was founded in 1984 and is an administrative directorate of the Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link] (LFP). The mission of the DNCG is to oversee all financial operations of the 44 member clubs of the LFP, develop the resources of professional clubs, apply sanctions to those clubs breaking the rules of operation, defend the morals and interests of French football in general.[4]

Following a report by the DNCG, it was determined that the combined budget of Ligue 1 clubs was €910 million for the 2005–06 season, a 39% increase from the 2002–03 season[image: External link]. The prominent reason for the rise was mainly associated with the television rights deal the league regularly signs. Excluding Paris Saint-Germain, many of the top division clubs are extremely healthy with clubs such as Auxerre, Bordeaux[image: External link], Lille[image: External link], and Lyon being referred to as "managed to perfection".[5] However, recently the DNCG has encouraged clubs to concentrate on limiting their "skyrocketing wage bills and the magnitude of their debts" after it was discovered that the LFP clubs accounts as a whole were in the red for the third consecutive season (2008–2011) with an estimated deficit of €130 million.[6][7] In 2012, the LFP announced that the clubs deficit had been cut in half from €130 million to €65 million.[8] Ligue 1 ranks fifth in terms of revenue brought in by clubs with the league bringing in £0.6 billion for the 2006–07 season trailing England, Italy, Spain, and Germany.[9]

In terms of world football, clubs Lyon and Marseille[image: External link] are among the richest football clubs in the world and regularly feature in the Deloitte Football Money League[image: External link] ranking of football clubs by revenue generated from football operations. In the list compiled in the 2008–09 season Lyon ranked 13th among clubs generating approximately €139.6 million, while Marseille were right behind them in 14th position generating €133.2 million.[10]
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 Performance by club




Main article: List of French football champions


This list contains the champions and runners-up from the professional era (1932–present). The champions from the 1893–1929 period are not included. For the complete list read the main article. Bold indicates clubs currently playing in 2016–17 Ligue 1[image: External link].



	Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Winning Years



	
10


	
3


	1956–57, 1963–64, 1966–67, 1967–68, 1968–69, 1969–70, 1973–74, 1974–75, 1975–76, 1980–81



	Marseille[image: External link]
	
9


	
12


	1936–37, 1947–48, 1970–71, 1971–72, 1988–89, 1989–90, 1990–91, 1991–92, 2009–10



	Nantes
	
8


	
7


	1964–65, 1965–66, 1972–73, 1976–77, 1979–80, 1982–83, 1994–95, 2000–01



	Monaco[image: External link]
	
8


	
6


	1960–61, 1962–63, 1977–78, 1981–82, 1987–88, 1996–97, 1999–00, 2016–17



	Lyon
	
7


	
4


	2001–02, 2002–03, 2003–04, 2004–05, 2005–06, 2006–07, 2007–08



	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	
6


	
9


	1949–50, 1983–84, 1984–85, 1986–87, 1998–99, 2008–09



	Paris Saint-Germain
	
6


	
7


	1985–86, 1993–94, 2012–13, 2013–14, 2014–15, 2015–16



	Reims
	
6


	
3


	1948–49, 1952–53, 1954–55, 1957–58, 1959–60, 1961–62



	Nice[image: External link]
	
4


	
3


	1950–51, 1951–52, 1955–56, 1958–59



	Lille[image: External link]
	
3


	
6


	1945–46, 1953–54, 2010–11



	Sochaux[image: External link]
	
2


	
3


	1934–35, 1937–38



	Sète[image: External link]
	
2


	
–


	1933–34, 1938–39



	Lens[image: External link]
	
1


	
4


	1997–98



	RCF Paris[image: External link]
	
1


	
2


	1935–36



	Strasbourg[image: External link]
	
1


	
1


	1978–79



	Olympique Lillois[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1932–33



	Roubaix-Tourcoing[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	1946–47



	Auxerre
	
1


	
–


	1995–96



	Montpellier[image: External link]
	
1


	
–


	2011–12



	Nîmes[image: External link]
	
–


	
4


	–



	Cannes[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	Fives[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	Toulouse[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–



	Metz[image: External link]
	
–


	
1


	–




Notes:


	
Marseille[image: External link] were stripped of their title by the LFP[image: External link] after being found guilty of bribery[image: External link] in 1992–93 French Division 1[image: External link]. No winner was declared for that season.
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 Records




Main article: Ligue 1 records[image: External link]


Main article: List of Ligue 1 top scorers
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 Most Appearances






	Player
	Period
	Club[11]
	Games[12]



	1
	Mickaël Landreau[image: External link]
	1997–2014
	Nantes, Paris Saint-Germain, Lille[image: External link], Bastia
	618



	2
	Jean-Luc Ettori[image: External link]
	1975–1994
	Monaco[image: External link]
	602



	3
	Dominique Dropsy[image: External link]
	1971–1989
	Valenciennes[image: External link], Strasbourg[image: External link], Bordeaux[image: External link]
	596



	4
	Dominique Baratelli[image: External link]
	1967–1985
	Ajaccio[image: External link], Nice[image: External link], Paris Saint-Germain
	593



	5
	Alain Giresse[image: External link]
	1970–1988
	Bordeaux[image: External link], Marseille[image: External link]
	586



	6
	Sylvain Kastendeuch[image: External link]
	1982–2001
	Metz[image: External link], Saint-Étienne[image: External link], Toulouse[image: External link]
	577



	7
	Patrick Battiston[image: External link]
	1973–1991
	Bordeaux[image: External link], Metz[image: External link], Saint-Étienne[image: External link], Monaco[image: External link]
	558



	8
	Jacky Novi[image: External link]
	1964–1980
	Marseille[image: External link], Nîmes[image: External link], Paris Saint-Germain, Strasbourg[image: External link]
	545



	9
	Roger Marche[image: External link]
	1944–1962
	Stade Reims, Paris[image: External link]
	542



	10
	Jean-Paul Bertrand-Demanes[image: External link]
	1969–1988
	Nantes
	532
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 Goalscorers






	Player
	Period
	Club[13]
	Goals[14]
	Games



	1
	Delio Onnis
	1971–1986
	Monaco[image: External link], Reims[image: External link], Tours[image: External link], Toulon[image: External link]
	299 (Ø 0,66)
	449



	2
	Bernard Lacombe[image: External link]
	1969–1987
	Lyon, Saint-Étienne[image: External link], Bordeaux[image: External link]
	255 (Ø 0,51)
	497



	3
	Hervé Revelli
	1965–1978
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link], Nice[image: External link]
	216 (Ø 0,55)
	389



	4
	Roger Courtois
	1932–1956
	Sochaux[image: External link], Troyes
	210 (Ø 0,72)
	288



	5
	Thadée Cisowski
	1947–1961
	Metz[image: External link], Paris[image: External link], Valenciennes
	206 (Ø 0,72)
	286



	6
	Roger Piantoni
	1950–1966
	Nancy[image: External link], Stade Reims, Nice[image: External link]
	203 (Ø 0,52)
	394



	7
	Joseph Ujlaki[image: External link]
	1947–1964
	Stade Français[image: External link], Sète[image: External link], Nîmes[image: External link], Nice[image: External link], Paris[image: External link]
	189 (Ø 0,43)
	438



	8
	Fleury Di Nallo[image: External link]
	1960–1975
	Lyon, Red Star Paris[image: External link]
	187 (Ø 0,44)
	425



	9
	Carlos Bianchi
	1973–1980
	Reims, Paris Saint-Germain[image: External link], Strasbourg[image: External link]
	179 (Ø 0,81)
	220



	10
	Gunnar Andersson
	1950–1960
	Marseille[image: External link], Bordeaux[image: External link]
	179 (Ø 0,77)
	234
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 France




In France, the Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link] has an exclusive broadcasting agreement with premium pay TV channels, Canal+[image: External link] and beIN Sports[image: External link]. The latter channel is operated by Qatar-based broadcaster Al Jazeera[image: External link]. The agreement with Al Jazeera, reached on 23 June 2011, pays the LFP €510 million over four seasons.[15] Following the announcement of the agreement, it was revealed that Canal+ had acquired four television packages, while beIN Sports acquired two packages.[16]
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 Europe




In the United Kingdom, both live matches (usually the Friday match and the Sunday matches plus 2 matches on both Tuesday and Wednesday for midweek matchdays) and Ligue 1 highlights are shown on BT Sport[image: External link]. In Spain, beIN Sports (Spain)[image: External link] has the TV-rights from Ligue 1 and the Coupe de la Ligue. In Germany, the Ligue 1 airs on Eurosport[image: External link], while in the Baltic States[image: External link], it airs on Viasat Sport[image: External link]. In other European countries, the availability of Ligue 1 varies. In most countries, the league airs on either TV Arena Sport, Nova Sport[image: External link], Canal+, or Sport1[image: External link]. In countries such as Switzerland and Poland, Ligue 1 airs on sister channels of Canal+[image: External link]. Ligue 1 is shown on Galaxie Sport in the Czech Republic and Slovakia. On 1 April 2010, the Ligue de Football Professionnel announced that the league had reached a multimillion euro broadcasting agreement with Italian channel Sportitalia[image: External link]. The channel will broadcast Ligue 1 games for the next two seasons beginning with the 2010–11 season. Sportitalia will show four live matches a week and will also air a weekly highlights show.[17]
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 Other countries




In countries on the continent of Africa, Ligue 1 matches air on sister channels of Canal+, as well as StarTimes Sports Channels, TV5 Monde[image: External link], RTNC[image: External link], and MuviTV. In the Americas, Ligue 1 airs on beIN Sports[image: External link] in English and Univision Deportes Network[image: External link] in Spanish and TV5 Monde in the United States. In Brazil, pay television[image: External link] channel Sportv[image: External link] airs matches from the league, while in Mexico and the Caribbean[image: External link], the league airs on Televisa Deportes Network[image: External link], as well as TV5Monde with five matches being televised a week, three games live and two on delay.[18] In Asia, matches air on Guangdong TV[image: External link] in China. Ligue 1 is shown on J Sports[image: External link] in Japan. On 8 April 2010, a deal was reached a week later with Hong Kong telecommunications company PCCW[image: External link] who will broadcasts Ligue 1 matches in the region for the next two seasons.[19] On 12 August 2012, a deal was reached a weekly later with the Indonesia transmissions will by B Channel, in every matches would be completed.



	West Eurasia Channel List



	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldavia
	Setanta Eurasia



	Austria, Germany
	Sport 1



	Belgium
	BeTV Sport, Eleven



	Bosnia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia
	Telekom Srbija (Arena Sport)



	Croatia
	T-Hrvatski Telekom (Arenasport)



	Bulgaria
	Nova Sport



	Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania
	DigiSport



	Denmark
	TV2 Sport



	Hungary
	Sport Klub



	Ireland
	Setanta Sports



	Italy
	FOX Sports



	Kosovo
	Ksports



	Malta
	Go Sports



	Netherlands
	Sport1



	Norway
	Viasat Fotball



	Pan-Regional
	TV5 Monde Europe



	Poland
	Eleven



	Portugal
	Benfica TV



	Romania
	Digi Sport



	Russia
	VGTRK, Rossiya 2, Sport 1



	Slovenia
	Sport TV



	Sweden
	TV4 Sport



	Switzerland
	Canal+, Teleclub, TC Sport



	Turkey
	beIN Sports Türkiye



	Ukraine
	TRK



	United Kingdom
	BT Sport






	Africa/Middle East Channel List



	Africa/Middle East
	beIN Sports, TV5 Monde Maghreb-Orient



	Israel
	One Sports



	Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda
	Zuku



	Senegal
	RDV



	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Canal+ Afrique, Setanta Africa, Star Times, TV5 Monde Afrique






	Americas Channel List



	Brazil
	ESPN Brazil, Sport TV



	Canada
	TV5 Monde Quebec Canada



	Latin America
	TV5 Monde Amerique Latine, ESPN Latin America, Direct TV, TDN Sports



	USA
	BeIN Sport, TV5 Monde Etats Unis






	Asia/Pacific Channel List



	Cambodia, Laos, Thailand
	GMM



	China
	LeTV, SINA, PPTV



	India and Sub-continent
	Ten Sports



	Indonesia
	beIN Sports



	Japan
	J Sports



	Kyrgyzstan, Tadjikistan, Uzbekistan
	Setanta Eurasia



	Malaysia, Brunei
	Astro Supersport



	Myanmar
	Skynet Sport



	Pan-Regional
	TV5 Monde Asie, TV5 Monde Pacifique



	Singapore
	SingTel, Mio Sports



	Vietnam
	SCTV, VCTV, VSTV K+, HTV
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 Trophy




The current Ligue 1 trophy, L'Hexagoal, was developed by the Ligue de Football Professionnel[image: External link] and designed and created by Franco-Argentine artist Pablo Reinoso[image: External link]. The trophy has been awarded to the champion of France since the end of the 2006–07 season[image: External link], replacing the previous Ligue 1 trophy that had existed for only five years. The name Hexagoal was derived from an official competition created by the LFP and French TV channel TF1[image: External link] to determine a name for the new trophy. Over 9,000 proposals were sent in and, on 20 May 2007, French Football Federation[image: External link] member Frédéric Thiriez announced that, following an online vote, the term Hexagoal had received half of the votes. The first club to hoist the new trophy was Olympique Lyonnais who earned the honour after winning the 2007–08 season[image: External link].
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 Monthly and annual




Main articles: Trophées UNFP du football[image: External link] and UNFP Player of the Month


In addition to the winner's Trophy and the individual winner's medal players receive, Ligue 1 also awards the monthly Player of the Month award. Following the season, the UNFP Awards[image: External link] are held and awards such as the Player of the Year, Manager of the Year, and Young Player of the Year from both Ligue 1 and Ligue 2[image: External link] are handed out.
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	Football in France[image: External link]

	List of foreign Ligue 1 players[image: External link]
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List of footballers with 100 or more Caps





This is a list of association football players with 100 or more international appearances.

The all-time leader in senior caps for either gender, Kristine Lilly[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link], had 354 caps and retired from football on January 6, 2011. Eighteen other women — eleven of them American, two from China[image: External link] and one each from Germany[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link] and Japan[image: External link] — have 200 or more caps. No man has obtained 200 caps. The current active leaders in caps are Christie Rampone[image: External link] of the United States, among women, with 311; and Gianluigi Buffon of Italy[image: External link], among men, with 168.[1]

As of 10 July 2016, a total of 355 male footballers have played 100 or more "A" international matches for their respective nation(s), according to FIFA[image: External link]'s official documents.[2] Ahmed Hassan[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link] international, currently holds the men's all-time record with 184 caps. The first footballer to win 100 international caps was Billy Wright[image: External link] of Wolverhampton Wanderers[image: External link] and England[image: External link] in 1959. Wright went on to appear 105 times for England, 90 of them as captain.

FIFA criteria

FIFA[image: External link] recognises only matches played within the FIFA World Cup[image: External link] (including preliminary competitions), continental competitions (including qualifiers), friendly matches[image: External link] between senior national teams and Olympic final and qualifying matches played up to and including 1948 (with certain exceptions) as "A" international matches. This affects some players who were formerly included in the Century Club. Therefore, the records established by the associations with regard to these players may differ from the FIFA Century Club.

Men


	
Updated as of March 29, 2017.



Players who are currently internationally active are listed in bold.[2]



	
	Indicates the most-capped player of the respective nation.



	*
	Indicates that the player did not receive 100 international caps according to FIFA[image: External link].






	Rank
	Name
	Country
	Confederation
	Caps
	First cap
	Last cap
	Career span



	1
	Ahmed Hassan[image: External link]
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	CAF[image: External link]
	184
	29 December 1995
	22 May 2012
	16 years, 145 days



	2
	Hossam Hassan[image: External link] [3]
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	CAF
	178
	10 September 1985
	7 February 2006
	20 years, 150 days



	3
	Claudio Suárez[image: External link]
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	CONCACAF[image: External link]
	177
	26 July 1992
	1 June 2006
	13 years, 310 days



	4
	Mohamed Al-Deayea[image: External link] [4]
	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	AFC[image: External link]
	172
	9 April 1993
	11 May 2006
	13 years, 32 days



	5
	Iván Hurtado[image: External link]
	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL[image: External link]
	168
	24 May 1992
	14 October 2014
	22 years, 143 days



	=
	Gianluigi Buffon
	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA
	168
	29 October 1997
	24 March 2017
	19 years, 146 days



	7
	Iker Casillas
	  Spain[image: External link]
	UEFA
	167
	3 June 2000
	1 June 2016
	15 years, 364 days



	8
	Vitālijs Astafjevs[image: External link]
	  Latvia[image: External link]
	UEFA[image: External link]
	166
	26 August 1992
	17 November 2010
	18 years, 83 days



	9
	Cobi Jones[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	164
	3 September 1992
	9 October 2004
	12 years, 36 days



	10
	Mohammed Al-Khilaiwi[image: External link]
	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	AFC
	163
	20 October 1992
	5 October 2001
	8 years, 350 days



	11
	Adnan Al-Talyani[image: External link]
	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	AFC
	161
	10 March 1984
	17 December 1997
	13 years, 282 days



	12
	Bader Al-Mutawa[image: External link]
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	AFC
	158
	4 September 2003
	13 October 2015
	12 years, 39 days



	13
	Martin Reim[image: External link]
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	157
	3 June 1992
	6 June 2009
	17 years, 3 days



	=
	Landon Donovan[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	157
	25 October 2000
	10 October 2014
	13 years, 350 days



	15
	Sami Al-Jaber[image: External link]
	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	AFC
	156
	11 September 1992
	23 June 2006
	13 years, 285 days



	=
	Salman Isa[image: External link]
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	AFC
	156
	6 February 2001
	29 November 2012
	11 years, 297 days



	17
	Essam El-Hadary[image: External link]
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	CAF
	153
	25 March 1996
	5 February 2017
	20 years, 317 days



	18
	Yasuhito Endō[image: External link]
	  Japan[image: External link]
	AFC
	152
	20 November 2002
	23 January 2015
	12 years, 64 days



	19
	Javad Nekounam[image: External link]
	  Iran[image: External link]
	AFC
	151
	12 January 2000
	31 March 2015
	15 years, 78 days



	20
	Lothar Matthäus[image: External link]
	 West Germany[image: External link]

  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	150
	14 June 1980
	20 June 2000
	20 years, 6 days



	21
	Ali Daei[image: External link]
	  Iran[image: External link]
	AFC
	149
	6 June 1993
	21 June 2006
	13 years, 15 days



	22
	Anders Svensson
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	148
	27 November 1999
	19 November 2013
	13 years, 357 days



	=
	Younis Mahmoud[image: External link]
	  Iraq[image: External link]
	AFC
	148
	19 July 2002
	29 March 2016
	13 years, 254 days



	24
	Pável Pardo[image: External link]
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	146
	31 August 1996
	6 June 2009
	12 years, 279 days



	=
	Gerardo Torrado[image: External link]
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	146
	9 June 1999
	6 September 2013
	14 years, 89 days



	=
	Robbie Keane[image: External link]
	 Republic of Ireland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	146
	25 March 1998
	31 August 2016
	18 years, 159 days



	27
	Mohammed Husain[image: External link]
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	AFC
	145
	18 March 1997
	15 January 2015
	17 years, 303 days



	28
	Anatoliy Tymoshchuk[image: External link]
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	UEFA
	144
	26 April 2000
	21 June 2016
	16 years, 56 days



	=
	Paulo da Silva[image: External link]
	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	144
	25 April 2000
	23 March 2017
	16 years, 332 days



	30
	Thomas Ravelli
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	143
	1 March 1981
	11 October 1997
	16 years, 224 days



	=
	Marko Kristal[image: External link]
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	143
	3 June 1992
	20 April 2005
	12 years, 321 days



	=
	Javier Zanetti[image: External link]
	  Argentina[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	143
	16 November 1994
	16 July 2011
	16 years, 242 days



	33
	Abdullah Zubromawi[image: External link]
	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	AFC
	142
	18 April 1993
	11 June 2002
	9 years, 54 days



	=
	Cafu[image: External link]
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	142
	12 September 1990
	1 July 2006
	15 years, 292 days



	=
	Lilian Thuram[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	142
	17 August 1994
	13 June 2008
	13 years, 301 days



	=
	Sergio Ramos
	  Spain[image: External link]
	UEFA
	142
	26 March 2005
	24 March 2017
	11 years, 363 days



	37
	Ahmed Mubarak[image: External link]
	  Oman[image: External link]
	AFC
	140
	25 September 2003
	28 March 2017
	13 years, 184 days



	38
	Giorgos Karagounis[image: External link]
	  Greece[image: External link]
	UEFA
	139
	20 August 1999
	29 June 2014
	14 years, 313 days



	=
	Fawzi Bashir[image: External link]
	  Oman[image: External link]
	AFC
	139
	18 February 2001
	11 January 2013
	11 years, 328 days



	40
	Cristiano Ronaldo
	  Portugal[image: External link]
	UEFA
	138
	20 August 2003
	28 March 2017
	13 years, 220 days



	=
	Amado Guevara[image: External link]
	  Honduras[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	138
	5 May 1994
	21 June 2010
	16 years, 47 days



	42
	Hussein Saeed[image: External link]
	  Iraq[image: External link]
	AFC
	137
	5 September 1976
	3 March 1990
	13 years, 179 days



	=
	Walter Centeno[image: External link]
	 Costa Rica[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	137
	27 September 1995
	18 November 2009
	14 years, 52 days



	=
	Rigobert Song[image: External link]
	  Cameroon[image: External link]
	CAF
	137
	22 September 1993
	24 June 2010
	16 years, 275 days



	=
	Jari Litmanen[image: External link]
	  Finland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	137
	22 October 1989
	17 November 2010
	21 years, 26 days



	=
	Miroslav Klose[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	137
	24 March 2001
	13 July 2014
	13 years, 111 days



	=
	Rafael Márquez[image: External link]
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	137
	5 February 1997
	8 February 2017
	20 years, 3 days



	48
	Hong Myung-bo[image: External link]
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	AFC
	136
	4 February 1990
	20 November 2002
	12 years, 289 days



	=
	Fabio Cannavaro[image: External link]
	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA
	136
	22 January 1997
	24 June 2010
	13 years, 153 days



	=
	Maynor Figueroa[image: External link]
	  Honduras[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	136
	31 January 2003
	28 March 2017
	13 years, 289 days



	=
	Javier Mascherano[image: External link]
	  Argentina[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	136
	16 July 2003
	23 March 2017
	13 years, 250 days



	52
	Waleed Ali[image: External link]
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	AFC
	135
	9 May 2002
	20 November 2014
	12 years, 195 days



	=
	Noel Valladares[image: External link]
	  Honduras[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	135
	3 June 2000
	10 February 2016
	15 years, 252 days



	=
	Andrés Guardado
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	135
	14 December 2005
	11 November 2016
	10 years, 333 days



	=
	Amer Shafi[image: External link]
	  Jordan[image: External link]
	AFC
	135
	17 August 2002
	25 January 2017
	14 years, 161 days



	=
	Daniel Bennett[image: External link]
	  Singapore[image: External link]
	AFC
	135
	11 December 2002
	28 March 2017
	14 years, 107 days



	57
	Cha Bum-kun[image: External link]
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	AFC
	134
	7 May 1972
	10 June 1986
	14 years, 34 days



	=
	Jeff Agoos[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	134
	10 January 1988
	26 May 2003
	15 years, 136 days



	=
	Dorinel Munteanu[image: External link]
	  Romania[image: External link]
	UEFA
	134
	23 May 1991
	12 September 2007
	16 years, 112 days



	=
	Kiatisuk Senamuang[image: External link]
	  Thailand[image: External link]
	AFC
	134
	8 April 1993
	3 October 2007
	14 years, 178 days



	=
	Andres Oper[image: External link]
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	134
	19 May 1995
	26 May 2014
	19 years, 7 days



	=
	Hussein Sulaimani[image: External link]
	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	AFC
	134
	19 September 1996
	14 October 2014
	18 years, 25 days



	=
	Shay Given[image: External link]
	 Republic of Ireland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	134
	27 March 1996
	31 May 2016
	20 years, 65 days



	=
	Darijo Srna[image: External link]
	  Croatia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	134
	20 November 2002
	25 June 2016
	13 years, 218 days



	=
	Shahril Ishak[image: External link]
	  Singapore[image: External link]
	AFC
	134
	4 March 2003
	25 November 2016
	13 years, 266 days



	66
	Bashar Abdullah[image: External link]
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	AFC
	133
	16 March 1996
	12 June 2007
	11 years, 88 days



	=
	Xavi
	  Spain[image: External link]
	UEFA
	133
	15 November 2000
	13 June 2014
	13 years, 210 days



	=
	Saud Kariri[image: External link]
	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	AFC
	133
	23 July 2001
	18 January 2015
	13 years, 179 days



	=
	Andreas Isaksson
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	133
	3 March 2002
	22 June 2016
	14 years, 111 days



	=
	Carlos Ruiz[image: External link]
	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	133
	18 November 1998
	6 September 2016
	17 years, 293 days



	71
	Sargis Hovsepyan[image: External link]
	  Armenia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	132
	14 October 1992
	14 November 2012
	20 years, 31 days



	=
	Clint Dempsey[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	132
	17 November 2004
	28 March 2017
	11 years, 221 days



	73
	Ibrahim Hassan[image: External link]
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	CAF
	131
	3 February 1988
	6 January 2002
	13 years, 337 days



	=
	Lee Woon-jae[image: External link]
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	AFC
	131
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	Andranik Teymourian[image: External link]
	  Iran[image: External link]
	AFC
	101
	24 August 2005
	11 October 2016
	11 years, 48 days



	=
	Gonzalo Jara[image: External link]
	  Chile[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	101
	25 April 2006
	28 March 2017
	10 years, 337 days



	=
	Luis Tejada[image: External link]
	  Panama[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	101
	5 August 2001
	28 March 2017
	15 years, 235 days



	380
	Grzegorz Lato[image: External link]
	  Poland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	17 November 1971
	17 April 1984
	12 years, 152 days



	=
	Hans-Jürgen Dörner[image: External link]
	 East Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	22 June 1969
	18 May 1985
	15 years, 330 days



	=
	Lakhdar Belloumi[image: External link]
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	CAF
	100
	22 October 1978
	17 November 1989
	11 years, 26 days



	=
	Ari Hjelm[image: External link]
	  Finland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	16 March 1983
	16 March 1996
	13 years, 0 days



	=
	Piyapong Pue-on[image: External link]
	  Thailand[image: External link]
	AFC
	100
	21 April 1981
	18 October 1997
	16 years, 180 days



	=
	Ulf Kirsten[image: External link] [6]
	 East Germany[image: External link]

  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	8 May 1985
	20 June 2000
	15 years, 43 days



	=
	Joe-Max Moore[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	100
	3 September 1992
	14 June 2002
	9 years, 284 days



	=
	Luis Capurro[image: External link]
	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	100
	6 February 1985
	9 February 2003
	18 years, 3 days



	=
	Henning Berg[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	13 May 1992
	27 May 2004
	12 years, 14 days



	=
	Nazri Nasir[image: External link]
	  Singapore[image: External link]
	AFC
	100
	13 September 1990
	12 July 2004
	13 years, 303 days



	=
	Tony Meola[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	100
	10 June 1988
	11 April 2006
	17 years, 305 days



	=
	Dario Šimić[image: External link]
	  Croatia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	13 March 1996
	20 August 2008
	12 years, 160 days



	=
	Angelos Basinas[image: External link]
	  Greece[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	18 August 1999
	1 April 2009
	9 years, 226 days



	=
	Goce Sedloski[image: External link]
	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	27 March 1996
	29 May 2010
	14 years, 63 days



	=
	Denis Caniza[image: External link]
	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	100
	10 November 1996
	7 September 2010
	13 years, 301 days



	=
	Park Ji-sung[image: External link]
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	AFC
	100
	5 April 2000
	25 January 2011
	10 years, 295 days



	=
	Roberto Acuña[image: External link]
	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	100
	3 March 1993
	11 June 2011
	18 years, 100 days



	=
	Igors Stepanovs[image: External link]
	  Latvia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	26 April 1995
	10 August 2011
	16 years, 106 days



	=
	Levan Kobiashvili[image: External link]
	  Georgia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	1 September 1996
	11 October 2011
	15 years, 40 days



	=
	Damien Duff[image: External link]
	 Republic of Ireland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	15 March 1998
	18 June 2012
	14 years, 95 days



	=
	Carles Puyol[image: External link]
	  Spain[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	15 November 2000
	6 February 2013
	12 years, 83 days



	=
	Donovan Ricketts[image: External link]
	  Jamaica[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	100
	28 March 1999
	6 September 2013
	14 years, 162 days



	=
	Mohamed Aboutrika[image: External link]
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	CAF
	100
	19 March 2001
	19 November 2013
	12 years, 245 days



	=
	Yaya Touré[image: External link]
	 Ivory Coast[image: External link]
	CAF
	100
	28 April 2004
	29 March 2015
	10 years, 335 days



	=
	Siaka Tiéné[image: External link]
	 Ivory Coast[image: External link]
	CAF
	100
	9 April 2000
	14 June 2015
	15 years, 66 days



	=
	Fahad Awadh[image: External link]
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	AFC
	100
	27 May 2005
	13 October 2015
	10 years, 139 days



	=
	Didier Ovono[image: External link]
	  Gabon[image: External link]
	CAF
	100
	6 July 2003
	22 January 2017
	13 years, 200 days



	=
	Robinho[image: External link]
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	100
	13 July 2003
	26 January 2017
	13 years, 197 days



	=
	Dani Alves[image: External link]
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	100
	10 October 2006
	23 March 2017
	10 years, 164 days







Most men with 100 or more caps by country


	
Updated as of 29 March 2017.





	Footballers
	Nation(s)
	Confederation



	17
	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	AFC[image: External link]



	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF[image: External link]



	14
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	CAF[image: External link]



	13
	
  Germany[image: External link] (including  West Germany[image: External link] /  East Germany[image: External link])
	UEFA[image: External link]



	12
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	UEFA



	11
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	CONCACAF



	  Spain[image: External link]
	UEFA



	10
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA



	9
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	AFC



	  England[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Singapore[image: External link]
	AFC



	 South Korea[image: External link]
	AFC



	8
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Iraq[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Jamaica[image: External link]
	CONCACAF



	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	UEFA



	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	AFC



	7
	  Latvia[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Zambia[image: External link]
	CAF



	6
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL[image: External link]



	 Costa Rica[image: External link]
	CONCACAF



	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL



	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Iran[image: External link]
	AFC



	 Republic of Ireland[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Japan[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Oman[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL



	5
	  Argentina[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL



	  Croatia[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Honduras[image: External link]
	CONCACAF



	 Ivory Coast[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Malta[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Romania[image: External link]
	UEFA



	4
	 Czech Republic[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Finland[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Greece[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Liechtenstein[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Panama[image: External link]
	CONCACAF



	  Portugal[image: External link]
	UEFA



	
  Russia[image: External link] (including  Soviet Union[image: External link] /   CIS[image: External link])
	UEFA



	3
	  Cameroon[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Chile[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL



	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Colombia[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL



	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	CONCACAF



	  Jordan[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Malawi[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Peru[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL



	  Qatar[image: External link]
	AFC



	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Thailand[image: External link]
	AFC



	 Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link]
	CONCACAF



	  Turkey[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Uruguay[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL



	2
	  Andorra[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Cuba[image: External link]
	CONCACAF



	  Hungary[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	CAF



	 Northern Ireland[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Poland[image: External link]
	UEFA



	
  Serbia[image: External link] (including FR Yugoslavia[image: External link] /  Serbia and Montenegro[image: External link])
	UEFA



	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL



	1
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Armenia[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Australia[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Austria[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Azerbaijan[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Belarus[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Cyprus[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Gabon[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Georgia[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Ghana[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Iceland[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  India[image: External link]
	AFC



	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Mali[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Morocco[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Scotland[image: External link]
	UEFA



	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	UEFA



	 South Africa[image: External link]
	CAF



	  Tunisia[image: External link]
	CAF



	409
	Total number of players with 100 or more FIFA recognized caps
	—




Most men with 100 or more caps by Confederations


	
Updated as of 29 March 2017.





	Footballers
	Confederation



	168
	UEFA[image: External link]



	104
	AFC[image: External link]



	59
	CONCACAF[image: External link]



	41
	CAF[image: External link]



	37
	CONMEBOL[image: External link]




Women

The names of currently active players are in bold.

Updated as of 9 July 2016



	Name
	Nation
	Confederation
	Caps
	First cap
	Last cap



	Kristine Lilly[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	354 [7]
	1987
	2010



	Christie Rampone[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	311 [8]
	1997
	2015



	Mia Hamm[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	276 [9]
	1987
	2004



	Julie Foudy[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	274 [10]
	1988
	2004



	Abby Wambach[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	256 [11]
	2001
	2015



	Christine Sinclair[image: External link]
	  Canada[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	243 [12]
	1998
	2016



	Joy Fawcett[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	241 [13]
	1987
	2004



	Heather O'Reilly[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	231 [14]
	2000
	2016



	Carli Lloyd[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	232[15]
	2005
	2016



	Pu Wei[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	219
	1997
	2014



	Birgit Prinz[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	214
	1996
	2011



	Therese Sjögran
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	214[16]
	1995
	2015



	Katrine Pedersen[image: External link]
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	UEFA
	210[17]
	1994
	2013



	Tiffeny Milbrett[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	206 [18]
	1991
	2005



	Homare Sawa[image: External link]
	  Japan[image: External link]
	AFC
	205[19]
	1993
	2015



	Kate Markgraf[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	201
	1998
	2010



	Hope Solo[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	201
	2000
	2016



	Li Jie[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	200
	1997
	2008



	Sandrine Soubeyrand[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	198[20]
	1997
	2013



	Patrizia Panico[image: External link]
	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA
	196
	1996
	2012



	Shannon Boxx[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	195 [21]
	2003
	2015



	Brandi Chastain[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	192
	1988
	2005



	Fan Yunjie[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	192
	1992
	2004



	Kerstin Stegemann[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	191
	1994
	2009



	Han Duan[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	188
	2000
	2011



	Hege Riise[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	188
	1990
	2004



	Zhao Lihong[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	182
	1992
	2003



	Shannon MacMillan[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	177 [22]
	1993
	2005



	Briana Scurry[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	175 [23]
	1994
	2008



	Ariane Hingst[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	174
	1996
	2011



	Liu Ailing[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	173
	1987
	2001



	Bente Nordby[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	172
	1991
	2007



	Carla Overbeck[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	170 [24]
	1988
	2000



	Diana Matheson[image: External link]
	  Canada[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	167 [25]
	2003
	2015



	Laura Georges[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	164 [26]
	2001
	2015



	Cathrine Paaske-Sørensen[image: External link]
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	UEFA
	163
	2000
	2010



	Wen Lirong[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	163
	1987
	2001



	Sun Wen[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	163
	1990
	2001



	Wang Liping[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	162
	1992
	2004



	Victoria Svensson[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	162
	1996
	2009



	Gemma Fay[image: External link]
	  Scotland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	162
	1998
	2015



	Cindy Parlow[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	158
	1996
	2004



	Kristin Bengtsson[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	157
	1991
	2005



	Aya Miyama[image: External link]
	  Japan[image: External link]
	AFC
	156 [27]
	2003
	2015



	Annemieke Griffioen[image: External link]
	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	UEFA
	156
	1995
	2011



	Sonia Bompastor[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	156
	2000
	2012



	Michelle Akers[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	155 [28]
	1985
	2000



	Tatiana Zorri[image: External link]
	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA
	155
	1994
	2010



	Trine Rønning[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	155
	2003
	2015



	Bettina Wiegmann[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	154
	1989
	2003



	Bi Yan[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	154
	2004
	2011



	Carolina Morace[image: External link]
	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA
	153
	1980
	1996



	Linda Medalen[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	152
	1987
	1999



	Malin Andersson[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	151
	1994
	2005



	Cheryl Salisbury[image: External link]
	  Australia[image: External link]
	OFC/AFC
	151
	1994
	2009



	Heidi Støre[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	151
	1980
	1997



	Solveig Gulbrandsen[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	150
	1998
	2010



	Renate Lingor[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	149
	1995
	2008



	Sandra Minnert[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	147
	1992
	2007



	Pia Sundhage[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	146
	1975
	1996



	Nadine Angerer[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	146[29]
	1996
	2015



	Carla Couto[image: External link]
	  Portugal[image: External link]
	UEFA
	145
	1993
	2015



	Doris Fitschen[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	144
	1986
	2001



	Svetlana Petko[image: External link]
	 Soviet Union[image: External link]/  Russia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	144
	1985
	2005



	Pauline Hamill[image: External link]
	  Scotland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	141
	1992
	2011



	Marleen Wissink[image: External link]
	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	UEFA
	141
	1989
	2006



	Formiga[image: External link]
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	138 [30]
	1995
	2015



	Heather Mitts[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	137
	1999
	2012



	Merete Pedersen[image: External link]
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	UEFA
	136
	1993
	2011



	Daphne Koster[image: External link]
	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	UEFA
	136
	1997
	2011



	Cat Whitehill[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	135
	2000
	2010



	Unni Lehn[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	134
	1996
	2007



	Tisha Venturini[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	134 [31]
	1992
	2000



	Liu Huana[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	133
	 –
	2011



	Sandra Smisek[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	133
	1995
	2008



	Liu Ying[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	132
	 –
	2004



	Andrea Neil[image: External link]
	  Canada[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	132
	1991
	2007



	Brittany Timko[image: External link]
	  Canada[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	132
	2002
	2014



	Lauren Holiday[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	132
	2007
	2015



	Aly Wagner[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	131
	1998
	2009



	Kerstin Garefrekes[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	130
	2001
	2011



	Charmaine Hooper[image: External link]
	  Canada[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	130
	1986
	2006



	Laura Kalmari[image: External link]
	  Finland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	130
	1996
	2011



	Hanna Ljungberg[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	130
	1996
	2008



	Heather Garriock[image: External link]
	  Australia[image: External link]
	OFC/AFC
	130
	1999
	2015



	Janine Van Wyk[image: External link][32]
	 South Africa[image: External link]
	CAF
	136
	2005
	2016



	Amy Rodriguez[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	129
	2005
	2015



	Rachel Yankey[image: External link]
	  England[image: External link]
	UEFA
	129
	1997
	2015



	Annike Krahn[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	128
	2007
	2016



	Tatiana Skotnikova[image: External link]
	  Russia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	127
	2003
	2011



	Silke Rottenberg[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	126
	1993
	2008



	Lindsay Tarpley[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	126
	2003
	2011



	Karolina Westberg[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	126
	1997
	2011



	Emma Byrne[image: External link]
	 Republic of Ireland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	125
	1996
	[33]



	Dyanne Bito[image: External link]
	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	UEFA
	125 [34]
	2000
	2015



	Martina Voss[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	125
	1984
	2000



	Yūki Ōgimi[image: External link]
	  Japan[image: External link]
	AFC
	124 [35]
	2002
	2015



	Natalia Barbachina[image: External link]
	  Russia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	124
	1990
	2011



	Abby Erceg[image: External link][36]
	 New Zealand[image: External link]
	OFC
	123 [37]
	2006
	2016



	Ri Kum-Suk[image: External link]
	 North Korea[image: External link]
	AFC
	123
	1999
	2009



	Corinne Diacre[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	121
	1993
	2005



	Julie Fleeting[image: External link]
	  Scotland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	121
	1996
	2015



	Lorrie Fair[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	120
	1996
	2008



	Irina Grigorieva[image: External link]
	 Soviet Union[image: External link]/  Russia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	120
	1985
	2005



	Hanna Marklund[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	120
	1997
	2007



	Brit Sandaune[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	120
	1995
	2004



	Sanna Valkonen[image: External link]
	  Finland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	120
	1995
	2010



	Antonella Carta[image: External link]
	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA
	119
	1984
	1999



	Gillian Coultard[image: External link]
	  England[image: External link]
	UEFA
	119
	1981
	2000



	Azusa Iwashimizu[image: External link]
	  Japan[image: External link]
	AFC
	119[38]
	2006
	2015



	Hiromi Isozaki/Ikeda[image: External link]
	  Japan[image: External link]
	AFC
	119
	1997
	2011



	Carin Jennings-Gabarra[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	119 [39]
	1987
	1996



	Tomoe Sakai/Katoh
	  Japan[image: External link]
	AFC
	119
	1997
	2011



	Anne Eggers Nielsen[image: External link]
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	UEFA
	118
	1993
	2007



	Sun Hui Ho
	 North Korea[image: External link]
	AFC
	118
	2003
	2009



	Jessica Julin[image: External link]
	  Finland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	118
	1997
	2009



	Anne Mäkinen[image: External link]
	  Finland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	118
	1991
	2009



	Cristiane[image: External link]
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	117 [40]
	2003
	2015



	Marina Burakova[image: External link]
	 Soviet Union[image: External link]/  Russia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	117
	1985
	2004



	Portia Modise[image: External link][41]
	 South Africa[image: External link]
	CAF
	117
	2000
	2014



	Stéphanie Mugneret-Béghé[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	116
	1992
	2005



	Kim Little[image: External link]
	  Scotland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	115[42]
	2007
	2016



	Sun Qingmei[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	115
	1984
	1997



	Randee Hermus[image: External link]
	  Canada[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	113
	2000
	2011



	Malin Moström[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	113
	1996
	2006



	Rachel Buehler[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	113
	2008
	2015



	Megan Rapinoe[image: External link][43]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	113
	2006
	2015



	Hoda Lattaf[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	112
	1997
	2008



	Elisabeth Leidinge[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	112
	1974
	1996



	Marinette Pichon[image: External link]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	112
	1994
	2006



	Tiffany Roberts[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	112 [44]
	1994
	2009



	Rosana[image: External link]
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	112 [45]
	2000
	2015



	Ann Kristin Aarones[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	111
	1990
	1999



	Giorgia Brenzan[image: External link]
	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA
	111
	1987
	1992



	Tobin Heath[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	111
	2008
	2016



	Steffi Jones[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	111
	1993
	2007



	Maria Lazarou[image: External link]
	  Greece[image: External link]
	UEFA
	111
	1991
	2004



	Maria Makowska[image: External link]
	  Poland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	111
	1986
	2008



	Silvia Neid[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	111
	1982
	1996



	Lena Videkull[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	111
	1984
	1996



	Célia Šašić[image: External link][46]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	111 [47]
	2005
	2015



	Karen Carney[image: External link][48]
	  England[image: External link]
	UEFA
	110 [49]
	2005
	2015



	Erin McLeod[image: External link][50]
	  Canada[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	110 [51]
	2002
	2015



	Eugenie Le Sommer[image: External link][52]
	  France[image: External link]
	UEFA
	110 [53]
	2009
	2015



	Lene Jensen[image: External link]
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	UEFA
	110
	1996
	2011



	Femke Maes[image: External link]
	  Belgium[image: External link]
	UEFA
	110
	1996
	2010



	Gunn Nyborg[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	110
	1978
	1992



	Joanne Peters[image: External link]
	  Australia[image: External link]
	OFC/AFC
	110
	1996
	2009



	Elisabetta Vignotto[image: External link]
	  Italy[image: External link]
	UEFA
	110
	1970
	1988



	Angela Hucles[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	109
	2002
	2009



	Jane Törnqvist[image: External link]
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	UEFA
	109
	1995
	2005



	Sherida Spitse[image: External link][54]
	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	UEFA
	109 [55]
	2006
	2015



	Martina Moser[image: External link][56]
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	109 [57]
	2005
	2015



	Caroline Abbé[image: External link][56]
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	108 [58]
	2006
	2015



	Ane Stangeland Horpestad[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	107
	1996
	2011



	Ria Percival[image: External link][59]
	 New Zealand[image: External link]
	OFC
	106 [60]
	2006
	2015



	Katrín Jónsdóttir[image: External link]
	  Iceland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	106
	1992
	2010



	Lori Chalupny[image: External link][61]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	106
	2001
	2015



	Gro Espeseth[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	105
	1991
	2000



	Alex Morgan[image: External link][62]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	105
	2010
	2016



	Ingvild Stensland[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link]
	UEFA
	105
	2003
	2011



	Lene Terp[image: External link]
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	UEFA
	105
	1993
	2004



	Lisa De Vanna[image: External link]
	  Australia[image: External link]
	AFC
	104 [63]
	2004
	2015



	Juana López[image: External link]
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	104
	1993
	2011



	Heidi Mohr[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	104
	1984
	1996



	Sarina Wiegman[image: External link]
	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	UEFA
	104
	1987
	2001



	Suzanne Grant[image: External link]
	  Scotland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	104
	2000
	2015



	Bai Jie[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	103
	1997
	2003



	Anna-Kaisa Rantanen[image: External link]
	  Finland[image: External link]
	UEFA
	103
	1996
	2011



	Elvira Todua[image: External link]
	  Russia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	103
	2003
	2011



	Anissa Tann-Darby[image: External link]
	  Australia[image: External link]
	OFC
	102
	1988
	2002



	Paula Cristina
	  Portugal[image: External link]
	UEFA
	102
	1995
	2011



	Amy Walsh[image: External link]
	  Canada[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	102
	1998
	2009



	Faye White[image: External link]
	  England[image: External link]
	UEFA
	102
	1997
	2011



	Pia Wunderlich[image: External link]
	  Germany[image: External link]
	UEFA
	102
	1993
	2006



	Marta[image: External link]
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	CONMEBOL
	101
	2002
	2016



	Natalia Chatzigiannidou[image: External link]
	  Greece[image: External link]
	UEFA
	101
	1997
	2010



	Maureen Mmadu[image: External link]
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	CAF
	101
	1993
	2011



	Kwon Hah-nul[image: External link]
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	AFC
	100
	2006
	2015



	Ma Xiaoxu[image: External link]
	 China PR[image: External link]
	AFC
	100
	2005
	2011



	Becky Sauerbrunn[image: External link]
	 United States[image: External link]
	CONCACAF
	100
	2008
	2016



	Kaire Palmaru[image: External link][64]
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	2001
	2016



	Jess Fishlock[image: External link]
	  Wales[image: External link]
	UEFA
	100
	2006
	2017




Most women with 100 or more caps by country



	Number


	Nation
	Confederation



	35
	
 United States[image: External link]

	CONCACAF[image: External link]



	21
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	18
	
  Sweden[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	15
	
 China PR[image: External link]

	AFC[image: External link]



	14
	
  France[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	13
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	12
	
  Canada[image: External link]

	CONCACAF[image: External link]



	10
	
  Scotland[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	9
	
  Netherlands[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	8
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	AFC[image: External link]



	7
	
  England[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	7
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	7
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	6
	
 Soviet Union[image: External link]/  Russia[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	6
	
  Finland[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	5
	
  Australia[image: External link]

	
OFC[image: External link] through 2005

AFC[image: External link] 2006–present



	4
	
  Iceland[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	4
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	CONCACAF[image: External link]



	4
	
 New Zealand[image: External link]

	OFC[image: External link]



	4
	
  Brazil[image: External link]

	CONMEBOL[image: External link]



	3
	
  Portugal[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	3
	
 South Africa[image: External link]

	CAF[image: External link]



	2
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	2
	
 North Korea[image: External link]

	AFC[image: External link]



	2
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	1
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	1
	
  Hungary[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	1
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	AFC[image: External link]



	1
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	CAF[image: External link]



	1
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	1
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]



	1
	
  Wales[image: External link]

	UEFA[image: External link]




See also


	Progression of association football caps record[image: External link]

	List of association football players with 50 or more international goals[image: External link]

	Top international association football goal scorers by country[image: External link]
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List of top international association football goal scorers by Country





This page lists the top all-time male goal scorer for each national football team[image: External link] where the top scorer has a minimum 20 goals in official international matches for his country. Players who are currently active at international level are indicated in bold type.

This list is not an all-time top international goal scorers list, as some country's second-top scorer could have scored more than another country's top scorer. It lists only the top scorer for each country.

This list is for Men's association football only.

List of players


	As of 3 April 2017

	Players in bold are still active at international level.

	Players in italics also hold the record for most caps for their nation.





	#
	Country
	Name
	International goals
	Caps
	Goals per match
	Ref



	1
	  Iran[image: External link]
	Ali Daei[image: External link]
	109[image: External link]
	149
	0.73
	[1]



	2
	  Hungary[image: External link]
	Ferenc Puskás[image: External link]
	84
	85
	0.99
	[2]



	3
	  Japan[image: External link]
	Kunishige Kamamoto[image: External link]
	80
	84
	0.95
	[3][4]



	4
	  Zambia[image: External link]
	Godfrey Chitalu[image: External link]
	79
	111
	0.71
	[5]



	5
	  Iraq[image: External link]
	Hussein Saeed[image: External link]
	78
	137
	0.57
	[6]



	6
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	Pelé[image: External link]
	77[image: External link]
	92
	0.84
	[7][8]



	7
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	Bashar Abdullah[image: External link]
	75
	133
	0.56
	[9]



	8
	  Malawi[image: External link]
	Kinnah Phiri[image: External link]
	71
	115
	0.62
	[10]



	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	Majed Abdullah[image: External link]
	71
	116
	0.61
	[11]



	  Thailand[image: External link]
	Kiatisuk Senamuang[image: External link]
	71
	134
	0.53
	[12]



	  Germany[image: External link]
	Miroslav Klose[image: External link]
	71[image: External link]
	137
	0.52
	[13]



	  Portugal[image: External link]
	Ronaldo, CristianoCristiano Ronaldo
	71[image: External link]
	138
	0.51
	[14]



	13
	 Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link]
	John, SternStern John[image: External link]
	70
	115
	0.61
	[15]



	14
	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	Ruiz, CarlosCarlos Ruiz[image: External link]
	68
	132
	0.52
	[16]



	 Republic of Ireland[image: External link]
	Keane, RobbieRobbie Keane[image: External link]
	68[image: External link]
	146
	0.46
	[17]



	  Egypt[image: External link]
	Hassan, HossamHossam Hassan[image: External link]
	68
	178
	0.38
	[18]



	17
	 Ivory Coast[image: External link]
	Drogba, DidierDidier Drogba
	65
	104
	0.63
	[19]



	18
	  Sweden[image: External link]
	Ibrahimović, ZlatanZlatan Ibrahimović
	62
	116
	0.53
	[20]



	19
	  Spain[image: External link]
	Villa, DavidDavid Villa[image: External link]
	59[image: External link]
	97
	0.61
	[21]



	20
	  Argentina[image: External link]
	Messi, LionelLionel Messi
	58[image: External link]
	117
	0.50
	[22]



	 South Korea[image: External link]
	Cha Bum-kun[image: External link]
	58
	134
	0.43
	[23]



	22
	  Honduras[image: External link]
	Pavón, CarlosCarlos Pavón[image: External link]
	57
	101
	0.56
	[24]



	 United States[image: External link]
	Donovan, LandonLandon Donovan[image: External link]
	57[image: External link]
	157
	0.36
	[25]



	24
	  Cameroon[image: External link]
	Eto'o, SamuelSamuel Eto'o
	56[image: External link]
	118
	0.48
	[26][27]



	25
	 Czech Republic[image: External link]
	Koller, JanJan Koller[image: External link]
	55[image: External link]
	91
	0.60
	[28]



	  Singapore[image: External link]
	Ahmad, FandiFandi Ahmad[image: External link]
	55
	101
	0.54
	[29]



	 East Germany[image: External link]
	Streich, JoachimJoachim Streich[image: External link]
	55
	102
	0.54
	[30]



	28
	  India[image: External link]
	Chhetri, SunilSunil Chhetri[image: External link]
	53[image: External link]
	93
	0.57
	[31]



	  England[image: External link]
	Rooney, WayneWayne Rooney
	53[image: External link]
	119
	0.44
	[32]



	30
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	Nielsen, PoulPoul Nielsen[image: External link] / Jon Dahl Tomasson[image: External link]
	52
	38 / 112
	1.37 / 0.46
	[33][34]



	  Maldives[image: External link]
	Ali Ashfaq[image: External link]
	52
	(at least) 74
	0.70
	[35]



	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	Talyani, Adnan AlAdnan Al Talyani[image: External link]
	52
	161
	0.32
	[36]



	33
	  Turkey[image: External link]
	Şükür, HakanHakan Şükür[image: External link]
	51
	112
	0.46
	[37]



	  France[image: External link]
	Henry, ThierryThierry Henry
	51[image: External link]
	123
	0.41
	[38]



	  Vietnam[image: External link]
	Vinh, Lê CôngLê Công Vinh[image: External link]
	51
	83
	0.61
	[39]



	36
	 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	Džeko, EdinEdin Džeko[image: External link]
	50[image: External link]
	84
	0.60
	[40]



	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	Persie, Robin vanRobin van Persie
	50[image: External link]
	101
	0.49
	[41]



	38
	  Ghana[image: External link]
	Asamoah Gyan[image: External link]
	49
	101
	0.49
	[42]



	39
	  Poland[image: External link]
	Włodzimierz Lubański[image: External link]
	48
	75
	0.64
	[43]



	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	Dimitar Berbatov[image: External link]
	48
	78
	0.62
	[44]



	  Australia[image: External link]
	Cahill, TimTim Cahill[image: External link]
	48[image: External link]
	94
	0.52
	[45]



	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	Andriy Shevchenko
	48
	111
	0.43
	[46]



	43
	  Uruguay[image: External link]
	Suárez, LuisLuis Suárez[image: External link]
	47[image: External link]
	90
	0.53
	[47][48]



	 Costa Rica[image: External link]
	Fonseca, RolandoRolando Fonseca[image: External link]
	47
	113
	0.42
	[49]



	45
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	Borgetti, JaredJared Borgetti[image: External link] / Hernandez, JavierJavier Hernandez[image: External link]
	46[image: External link]
	89
	0.52
	[50]



	46
	  Croatia[image: External link]
	Šuker, DavorDavor Šuker[image: External link]
	45
	69
	0.65
	[51]



	  Philippines[image: External link]
	Younghusband, PhilPhil Younghusband[image: External link]
	45[image: External link]
	87
	0.52
	[52]



	48
	  Austria[image: External link]
	Polster, ToniToni Polster[image: External link]
	44
	95
	0.46
	[53]



	49
	  Panama[image: External link]
	Tejada, LuisLuis Tejada[image: External link]
	43
	101
	0.43
	[54]



	  Oman[image: External link]
	Al-Dhabit, HaniHani Al-Dhabit[image: External link]
	43
	102
	0.42
	[55]



	51
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	Frei, AlexanderAlexander Frei
	42
	84
	0.50
	[56]



	 Soviet Union[image: External link]
	Blokhin, OlehOleh Blokhin[image: External link]
	42
	112
	0.38
	[57]



	53
	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	Peter Byers[image: External link]
	41
	80
	0.51
	[58]



	 China PR[image: External link]
	Hao Haidong[image: External link]
	41
	107
	0.38
	[59]



	55
	  Malta[image: External link]
	Mifsud, MichaelMichael Mifsud[image: External link]
	40
	114
	0.35
	[60]



	56
	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	Díaz Arce, RaúlRaúl Díaz Arce[image: External link]
	39
	72
	0.54
	[61]



	  Angola[image: External link]
	Akwá[image: External link]
	39
	78
	0.50
	[62]



	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	Ismail Abdul-Latif[image: External link]
	39
	106
	0.37
	[63]



	59
	  Yugoslavia[image: External link]
	Bobek, StjepanStjepan Bobek[image: External link]
	38
	63
	0.60
	[64]



	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	Pamungkas, BambangBambang Pamungkas[image: External link]
	38
	86
	0.44
	[65]



	  Estonia[image: External link]
	Oper, AndresAndres Oper[image: External link]
	38
	134
	0.28
	[66]



	  Zimbabwe[image: External link]
	Ndlovu, PeterPeter Ndlovu[image: External link]
	(at least) 38
	unk
	unk
	[67]



	63
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	Yekini, RashidiRashidi Yekini[image: External link]
	37
	58
	0.64
	[68]



	  Chile[image: External link]
	Salas, MarceloMarcelo Salas[image: External link] / Sánchez, AlexisAlexis Sánchez[image: External link]
	37
	70 / 108
	0.53 / 0.35
	[69]



	65
	 Hong Kong[image: External link]
	Chan Siu Ki[image: External link]
	36
	65
	0.55
	[70]



	  Tunisia[image: External link]
	Jemâa, IssamIssam Jemâa[image: External link]
	36
	84
	0.43
	[71]



	 Northern Ireland[image: External link]
	Healy, DavidDavid Healy[image: External link]
	36[image: External link]
	95
	0.38
	[72]



	68
	  Italy[image: External link]
	Riva, LuigiLuigi Riva
	35[image: External link]
	42
	0.83
	[73]



	  Jamaica[image: External link]
	Shelton, LutonLuton Shelton[image: External link]
	35
	75
	0.47
	[74]



	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	Zahović, ZlatkoZlatko Zahović[image: External link]
	35
	80
	0.44
	[75]



	  Romania[image: External link]
	Hagi, GheorgheGheorghe Hagi[image: External link] / Adrian Mutu[image: External link]
	35
	125 / 77
	0.28 / 0.45
	[76][77]



	72
	  Czechoslovakia[image: External link]
	Antonín Puč[image: External link]
	34
	60
	0.57
	[78]



	  Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	Shatskikh, MaksimMaksim Shatskikh[image: External link]
	34
	61
	0.56
	[79]



	  Kenya[image: External link]
	Oliech, DennisDennis Oliech[image: External link]
	34
	72
	0.47
	[80]



	  Algeria[image: External link]
	Tasfaout, AbdelhafidAbdelhafid Tasfaout[image: External link]
	34
	79
	0.43
	[81]



	76
	  Norway[image: External link]
	Juve, JørgenJørgen Juve[image: External link]
	33
	45
	0.73
	[82]



	  Israel[image: External link]
	Spiegler, MordechaiMordechai Spiegler[image: External link]
	33
	83
	0.40
	[83]



	78
	 South Africa[image: External link]
	McCarthy, BenniBenni McCarthy[image: External link]
	32
	80
	0.40
	[84]



	  Cyprus[image: External link]
	Konstantinou, MichalisMichalis Konstantinou[image: External link]
	32
	84
	0.38
	[85]



	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	Santa Cruz, RoqueRoque Santa Cruz[image: External link]
	32
	111
	0.29
	[86]



	  Finland[image: External link]
	Litmanen, JariJari Litmanen[image: External link]
	32
	137
	0.23
	[87]



	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link]
	Samuel, ShandelShandel Samuel[image: External link]
	(at least) 32
	(at least) 62
	unk
	[88]



	83
	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	Delgado, AgustínAgustín Delgado[image: External link]
	31
	70
	0.44
	[89]



	 Burkina Faso[image: External link]
	Dagano, MoumouniMoumouni Dagano[image: External link]
	31
	unk
	unk
	[90]



	85
	  Scotland[image: External link]
	Dalglish, KennyKenny Dalglish[image: External link] / Denis Law[image: External link]
	30
	102 / 55
	0.29 / 0.55
	[91][92]



	  Belgium[image: External link]
	Bernard Voorhoof[image: External link] / Paul Van Himst[image: External link]
	30
	61 / 81
	0.49 / 0.37
	[93][94]



	  Togo[image: External link]
	Adebayor, EmmanuelEmmanuel Adebayor[image: External link]
	30
	77
	0.39
	[95]



	  Russia[image: External link]
	Kerzhakov, AleksandrAleksandr Kerzhakov[image: External link]
	30
	91
	0.32
	[96]



	89
	  Cuba[image: External link]
	Lester Moré[image: External link]
	29
	69
	0.42
	[97]



	  Greece[image: External link]
	Anastopoulos, NikosNikos Anastopoulos[image: External link]
	29
	73
	0.40
	[98]



	  Senegal[image: External link]
	Camara, HenriHenri Camara[image: External link]
	29
	99
	0.29
	[99]



	  Latvia[image: External link]
	Māris Verpakovskis[image: External link]
	29
	104
	0.28
	[100]



	  Guinea[image: External link]
	Feindouno, PascalPascal Feindouno[image: External link]
	29
	unk
	unk
	[101]



	94
	 New Zealand[image: External link]
	Coveny, VaughanVaughan Coveny[image: External link]
	28
	64
	0.44
	[102]



	  Peru[image: External link]
	Paolo Guerrero[image: External link]
	28
	71
	0.38
	



	  Wales[image: External link]
	Rush, IanIan Rush[image: External link]
	28[image: External link]
	73
	0.38
	[103]



	  Yemen[image: External link]
	Al-Nono, AliAli Al-Nono[image: External link]
	(at least) 28
	unk
	unk
	[104]



	98
	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	Pandev, GoranGoran Pandev[image: External link]
	27
	78
	0.35
	[105]



	  Mozambique[image: External link]
	Tico-Tico[image: External link]
	27
	unk
	unk
	[106]



	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	Jayasuriya, KasunKasun Jayasuriya[image: External link]
	27
	unk
	unk
	[107]



	101
	  Georgia[image: External link]
	Arveladze, ShotaShota Arveladze[image: External link]
	26
	60
	0.43
	[108]



	  Iceland[image: External link]
	Eiður Guðjohnsen[image: External link]
	26
	88
	0.30
	[109]



	103
	  Colombia[image: External link]
	Arnoldo Iguarán[image: External link] / Falcao, RadamelRadamel Falcao[image: External link]
	25
	68 / 63
	0.38 / 0.40
	[110]



	  Mali[image: External link]
	Keita, SeydouSeydou Keita[image: External link]
	25
	102
	0.25
	[111]



	105
	  Rwanda[image: External link]
	Karekezi, OlivierOlivier Karekezi[image: External link]
	24
	unk
	unk
	[112]



	106
	  Gabon[image: External link]
	Nzue Nguema, ThéodoreThéodore Nzue Nguema[image: External link] / Aubameyang, Pierre-EmerickPierre-Emerick Aubameyang
	23
	77 / 55
	0.30 / 0.42
	[113][114]



	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	Vittek, RóbertRóbert Vittek[image: External link]
	23
	81
	0.28
	[115]



	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	Arango, JuanJuan Arango[image: External link]
	23
	129
	0.18
	[116]



	109
	  Canada[image: External link]
	De Rosario, DwayneDwayne De Rosario[image: External link]
	22
	81
	0.27
	[117]



	110
	  Belize[image: External link]
	McCaulay, DeonDeon McCaulay[image: External link]
	21
	36
	0.58
	[118]



	  Benin[image: External link]
	Omotoyossi, RazakRazak Omotoyossi[image: External link]
	21
	unk
	unk
	[119]



	112
	  Bolivia[image: External link]
	Botero, JoaquínJoaquín Botero[image: External link]
	20
	48
	0.42
	[120]



	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	Antar, RodaRoda Antar[image: External link]
	20
	56
	0.37
	[121]



	  Armenia[image: External link]
	Mkhitaryan, HenrikhHenrikh Mkhitaryan
	20
	62
	0.32
	



	  Belarus[image: External link]
	Romaschenko, MaksimMaksim Romaschenko[image: External link]
	20
	63
	0.32
	[122]




Notes


	Number is a count of nations. As of 3 April 2017, eight nations (Belgium, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, Gabon, México, Romania and Scotland) have a pair of players tied for national leader. These are counted as one nation each.

	Statistics for the top scorers of Malaysia (Mokhtar Dahari[image: External link] – 125 goals, 167 caps),[123] Morocco (Ahmed Faras[image: External link] – 42 goals),[124] and Qatar (Mansoor Muftah[image: External link] – 53 goals),[125] have not been verified and therefore are not included in the list.



See also


	List of men's association football players with 50 or more international goals[image: External link]

	List of footballers with 100 or more caps
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Marco van Basten





This is a Dutch name[image: External link]; the family name[image: External link] is van Basten, not Basten.

Marcel "Marco" van Basten (Dutch pronunciation: [ˈmɑrkoː vɑn ˈbɑstə(n)][image: External link] ( listen[image: External link]); born 31 October 1964) is a Dutch football manager and former football player, who played for Ajax[image: External link] and Milan[image: External link], as well as the Netherlands national team[image: External link], in the 1980s and early '90s as a forward. He is regarded as one of the greatest players of all time and has scored 300 goals in a high-profile career, but played his last game in 1993 at the age of 28 due to an injury that forced his retirement two years later.[2] He was later the head coach of Ajax and the Netherlands national team.

Playing for the Netherlands, Van Basten won, and was named player of the tournament, at UEFA Euro 1988[image: External link], scoring five goals that included a memorable volley in the final[image: External link] against the Soviet Union[image: External link].[2][3] At the club level, he won three Eredivisie titles and the Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] with Ajax, and three Serie A titles and two European Cups with Milan.

Known for his close ball control, attacking intelligence and spectacular strikes and volleys, Van Basten was named FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] in 1992 and won the Ballon d'Or[image: External link] three times, in 1988, 1989 and 1992.[2] In 1999, he was ranked sixth in the FIFA Player of the Century[image: External link] internet poll, tenth in the European player of the Century election held by the IFFHS[image: External link] and 12th in the IFFHS' World Player of the Century[image: External link] election.[4][5] He was also voted eighth in a poll organised by the French magazine France Football[image: External link], consulting their former Ballon d'Or winners to elect the Football Player of the Century.[6] In 2004, he was named by Pelé[image: External link] in the FIFA 100[image: External link] list of the world's greatest living players.[7] In 2004, a poll for the 100 greatest Dutch people[image: External link] was held in the Netherlands: Van Basten ranked number 25, the second highest for a football player, behind Johan Cruyff[image: External link]. In 2007, Sky Sports ranked Van Basten first on its list of great athletes who had their careers cut short.[8]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Playing career





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early years




Marco van Basten was born on 31 October 1964 in Utrecht[image: External link]. He began playing for a local team, EDO, when he was six years old. A year later, he moved to UVV Utrecht[image: External link]. After nine years there, he briefly played for another club from Utrecht, Elinkwijk.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ajax




Ajax[image: External link] signed Van Basten for the 1981–82 season[image: External link]. He played his first game for Ajax in April 1982, scoring a debut goal in the 5–0 victory over NEC[image: External link].

In the 1982–83 season[image: External link], he competed with the European top scorer[image: External link] Wim Kieft[image: External link] for the position of centre forward, and scored nine goals in 20 league matches. After Kieft left for Serie A club Pisa[image: External link] the next season, Van Basten solidified his position as the team's main attacker.

He became a top scorer in the league for four seasons from 1983–84 to 1986–87, scoring 118 goals in 112 matches. In the 1985–86 season, he scored 37 goals in 26 league matches, including six goals against Sparta Rotterdam[image: External link] and five against Heracles Almelo[image: External link], and won the European Golden Boot. He also scored the winning goal in the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] final against Lokomotive Leipzig[image: External link] in 1987. He had scored 128 goals in 133 league games for Ajax.[2] On November 1986 he scored his most famous goal in an Ajax jersey, a spectacular overhead kick[image: External link] against FC Den Bosch[image: External link].[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 AC Milan




In 1987, Silvio Berlusconi[image: External link] signed Van Basten for Milan[image: External link], with fellow countrymen Ruud Gullit[image: External link] and Frank Rijkaard[image: External link] joining in 1988. In his first season, Milan won their first Scudetto[image: External link] in eight years, but Van Basten played only 11 games and was constantly troubled by an ankle injury.[2]

In 1988–89[image: External link], Van Basten won the Ballon d'Or[image: External link] as Europe's top footballer.[2] He scored 19 goals in Serie A and scored two goals in the final of the European Cup as Milan triumphed against Steaua Bucureşti[image: External link].[2] In 1989–90[image: External link], he became Capocannoniere, Serie A's leading goal scorer, and Milan successfully defended the European Cup after beating Benfica[image: External link] in the final match.[2]

Milan struggled in the 1990–91 season[image: External link], as Sampdoria won the Scudetto. After Van Basten fell out with Arrigo Sacchi[image: External link], Berlusconi sacked the manager. Fabio Capello[image: External link] took over the following season, and Milan went undefeated in the league to win another Scudetto. Van Basten scored 25 league goals, and became Capocannoniere again.[2]

In November 1992, he became the first player to score four goals in a Champions League match, against IFK Göteborg[image: External link], including a picture perfect bicycle kick.[2] In December 1992, Van Basten was named FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link].[2]




"Marco was the greatest striker I ever coached. His early retirement was a mortal misfortune for him, for football, and for Milan."





—Former Milan manager Fabio Capello[image: External link][10]


Milan stretched their unbeaten run into the 1992–93 season[image: External link], going 58 matches over two seasons before they lost a game.[2] Van Basten was exceptional in the early part of the season. He was again voted the European player of the year, becoming the third player after Johan Cruyff[image: External link] and Michel Platini to win the award three times.[2]

His troublesome ankle injury[11] recurred in a game against Ancona[image: External link], forcing him to undergo another series of surgery. He returned for the last few games in the season, before Milan lost to Marseille[image: External link] in the Champions League final[image: External link]. The match was Van Basten's final game for the Italian club.[2]

Van Basten had been hopeful of playing for his country at the 1994[image: External link] World Cup[image: External link] as well as for his club in the 1994–95 season after spending the whole 1993–94 season out of action (missing Milan's victory[image: External link] in the European Cup as well as their Serie A title glory),[12] but his club ordered him not to take part in the World Cup amid fear of ruining his rehabilitation.[13] He finally conceded defeat in his battle to recover on 17 August 1995, when he announced his retirement as a player after two whole years on sidelines.[14]
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 International career




Van Basten's talent was already noticed at a young age and he was called up for the 1983 FIFA World Youth Championship[image: External link]. He made his senior debut for the Netherlands national team[image: External link] that same year. At UEFA Euro 1988[image: External link], Van Basten played a pivotal role in the victorious Dutch team. He scored a total of five goals, including a hat trick against England[image: External link], the winning goal in the semi-final against West Germany[image: External link], and a spectacular volley in the final against the Soviet Union[image: External link].[15] He finished top scorer and was named player of the tournament.[2] In 2002 the UK public voted Van Basten's volley against the Soviet Union #21 in the list of the 100 Greatest Sporting Moments[image: External link].[16]

The Dutch national team exited the 1990 World Cup[image: External link] early, losing to West Germany in the second round. Van Basten never scored in the World Cup Finals.

The Netherlands reached the semi-final of UEFA Euro 1992[image: External link] where they lost to the eventual champions Denmark[image: External link] in a penalty shootout[image: External link], with Peter Schmeichel[image: External link] saving a penalty shot from Van Basten.[2] Van Basten was named in the team of the tournament for his performances.
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 After retirement




Van Basten played in the Demetrio Albertini[image: External link] testimonial at the San Siro[image: External link] in March 2006, and headed in a goal before being substituted early in the first half. On 22 July 2006, he also returned for the testimonial to celebrate the 11-year Arsenal[image: External link] career of Dennis Bergkamp[image: External link], in what was the first game played at the new Emirates Stadium[image: External link]. He played in the second half for the Ajax legends team. He entered the match as part of a double substitution that also introduced Johan Cruyff[image: External link]. He took part in Tyskie[image: External link]'s (a Polish beer company) advertising campaign with Luís Figo[image: External link] and Zbigniew Boniek[image: External link].
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 Style of play







"It is between Romário[image: External link] and Van Basten."





— Diego Maradona[image: External link] on who was the best player he ever saw.[17]


Regarded as one of the greatest strikers of all time, Van Basten was renowned for his attacking intelligence and clinical finishing, with a penchant for scoring acrobatic goals.[2][18] His height and strength allowed him to excel in the air, and his technical ability and agility saw him execute spectacular strikes, such as volleys and bicycle kicks, throughout his career.[18][19][20][21] A fast and opportunistic striker with quick reactions, he often took advantage of loose balls in the penalty area.[20][22] Possessing a powerful and accurate shot, he was capable of scoring goals with both feet from inside or outside the penalty area, as well as with his head; he was also an accurate penalty kick and free-kick taker.[19]

In addition to his goalscoring ability, Van Basten possessed excellent vision and distribution, which enabled him to play in deeper positions and provide assists to his teammates, the most notable of which was his assist to Frank Rijkaard for Milan's winning goal in the 1990 European Cup final.[23][24] Despite his large stature, Van Basten possessed excellent technical skills and ball control, as well as good balance and a notable elegance on the ball, which inspired his nickname: "The Swan of Utrecht."[18] Van Basten's career was severely affected by many grave injuries, which forced him to retire from football prematurely at the age of 28.[18][22]
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 Media




Van Basten features in EA Sports' FIFA video game series, and was named in the Ultimate Team Legends in FIFA 14[image: External link].[25]
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 Ajax B




Van Basten officially left Milan in 1995 and retired from football, stating he would never try management. However, he changed his mind and took a course with the Royal Dutch Football Association[image: External link] (KNVB). His first stint as a manager was as an assistant to his former teammate John van 't Schip[image: External link] with the second team of Ajax in 2003–04.
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On 29 July 2004,[26] Van Basten was named the new manager of the Netherlands national team[image: External link], with Van 't Schip as his assistant. Van Basten appointment of being manager of the Netherlands sparked a little controversy at the time, since Van Basten only just started his manager career and the media argued that he did not have a lot experience yet. Van Basten himself had his doubts when the KNVB asked him to be the new manager, though he admitted that it "is hard to pass up the opportunity."

As a manager, he soon established himself as a man of strong principles. Van Basten famously dropped regulars like Clarence Seedorf[image: External link], Patrick Kluivert[image: External link], Edgar Davids[image: External link] and Roy Makaay[image: External link] and benched Mark van Bommel[image: External link], because he believed that they were either past their prime or constantly underachieving.

There were also calls for Van Basten to call up Dennis Bergkamp, who had retired from the national team six years earlier for a final "hurrah" as he was retiring that season. Van Basten then revealed to the media that he never intended to do so despite Bergkamp's own willingness.

For probably the first time in decades, none of the "Big Three" Clubs (Ajax, PSV[image: External link] and Feyenoord[image: External link]) provided the backbone for the national team. Instead, newcomer AZ[image: External link] led the way with players such as Denny Landzaat[image: External link], Barry Opdam[image: External link], Barry van Galen[image: External link], Ron Vlaar[image: External link], Jan Kromkamp[image: External link] and Joris Mathijsen[image: External link]. AZ, at the time a local small football club for Dutch standards, proved to be successful in the Dutch league and in the UEFA Cup. Other unheralded choices were Khalid Boulahrouz[image: External link], Hedwiges Maduro[image: External link], Ryan Babel[image: External link] and Romeo Castelen[image: External link]. Van Basten had also wanted to include Ivorian[image: External link] forward Salomon Kalou[image: External link], but was thwarted when Kalou was denied Dutch citizenship by the immigration authorities headed by Dutch Minister of Integration Rita Verdonk[image: External link]. Kalou eventually accepted a call-up to play for Ivory Coast[image: External link].

Under his guidance, the team were unbeaten in their World Cup qualification group and made it through the group stages at the 2006 World Cup[image: External link], but were eliminated in a frenzied 1–0 loss[image: External link] to Portugal[image: External link] in the Round of 16. Van Basten was heavily criticised for dropping Ruud van Nistelrooy (who had scored 28 goals for the Netherlands) before this game, in favour of Dirk Kuyt[image: External link], who did not score throughout the entire tournament.

In November 2006, Van Basten recalled exiled Milan midfielder Clarence Seedorf for a friendly against England[image: External link] at the Amsterdam Arena[image: External link]. In May 2007, Van Basten announced the end of his long-running dispute with Ruud van Nistelrooy, who had previously declared never to play for a Dutch national squad with Van Basten as its manager.[27] Other players, such as Roy Makaay, Mark van Bommel, Boudewijn Zenden and Edgar Davids, however, remained out of favour.

Van Basten had a contract with the KNVB for managing the Dutch national side until 2008. The KNVB had expressed its wishes to extend his contract to include the World Cup qualification route to 2010 World Cup[image: External link] in South Africa. On 22 February 2008, Van Basten signed a four-year contract with Ajax, starting from 1 July.[28] His last tournament thus was the UEFA Euro 2008[image: External link], where the Netherlands surprised with a strong first round performance. They beat World Champions[image: External link] Italy[image: External link] 3–0 in their first match, followed by a 4–1 win over World Cup runners-up[image: External link] France[image: External link]. In their third game, already qualified for the next round, Van Basten selected non-regulars such as Maarten Stekelenburg[image: External link], Wilfred Bouma[image: External link] and Ibrahim Afellay[image: External link] for the starting lineup against Romania[image: External link], a match the Oranje won 2–0. In the quarter-finals, Van Basten faced fellow Dutchman Guus Hiddink[image: External link]'s Russia[image: External link]. With the score at 1–1 after 90 minutes, Hiddink and Russia went on to win the match 3–1. He finished his reign with a record of 35 wins, 11 draws and six losses in 52 matches.[29]
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Van Basten became manager of Ajax after Euro 2008 but resigned on 6 May 2009 after his team failed to qualify for the Champions League[image: External link].[30] Van Basten started the season well, having spent millions on players such as Miralem Sulejmani[image: External link], Ismaïl Aissati[image: External link], Darío Cvitanich[image: External link], Evander Sno[image: External link], Eyong Enoh[image: External link] and Oleguer[image: External link]. However, in the second half of the season, striker Klaas-Jan Huntelaar[image: External link] left for Real Madrid, and Van Basten started switching around his lineups. When Ajax lost 11 points in four games, the Eredivisie title[image: External link] was out of sight. Ajax could, however, still get second place, which would have ensured a place in the third qualifying round of the Champions League. But after two big losses against PSV (6–2) and Sparta Rotterdam (4–0), Van Basten's Ajax could only make it to number three in the league table. Van Basten decided to resign as Ajax manager at the end of the 2008–09[image: External link] season. After this, Van Basten became a pundit for Sport1[image: External link], but was still planning to return as a manager. He finished his reign with a record of 26 wins, 8 draws and 11 losses in 45 matches.[29]
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On 13 February 2012, it was announced that Van Basten would become the manager of Eredivisie club Heerenveen[image: External link] in the 2012–13 season[image: External link].[31] Van Basten led Heerenveen to an eighth-place finish in the 2012–13 year campaign. He then lead them to a fifth-place finish the following season, the 2013–14 campaign[image: External link]. He finished his reign with a record of 27 wins, 18 draws and 27 losses in 72 matches.[29]
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 AZ




AZ announced on 18 April 2014 that Van Basten would replace Dick Advocaat[image: External link] at the start of the 2014–15 season[image: External link].[32] On 28 August 2014, Van Basten took a leave of absence for the following game against FC Dordrecht[image: External link], with multiple Dutch news reporting he was suffering of stress-related heart palpitations, and was replaced by assistant coaches Alex Pastoor[image: External link] and Dennis Haar.[33][34][35] Later, on 3 September, AZ confirmed Van Basten was given an extended leave of absence until 14 September.[34][35] On 16 September 2014, parties agreed Van Basten would relinquish his role as manager in order to sign a new contract as assistant coach until 2016; this was motivated by Van Basten himself, who stated the stress caused by his full-time role as head coach was causing him physical and mental issues.[36] He finished his reign with two wins and three losses in five matches.[29]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Return to the Netherlands




After a year at AZ, Van Basten decided to take up the vacant post of assistant coach under the new head coach of the Netherlands national team, Danny Blind[image: External link].[37] Van Basten would work together with fellow assistant coach Ruud van Nistelrooy, whom Van Basten sent away when he was a head coach of the Netherlands. In August 2016, Van Basten announced he would be leaving the role to take up a position at FIFA[image: External link].[37]
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[38][39][40][41]



	Season
	Club
	League
	League
	Cup
	Europe[nb 1]
	Other[nb 2]
	Total



	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals



	Netherlands
	League
	KNVB Cup[image: External link]
	Europe[image: External link]
	Other
	Total



	1981–82[image: External link]
	Ajax[image: External link]
	Eredivisie
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	–
	2
	1



	1982–83[image: External link]
	20
	9
	5
	4
	0
	0
	–
	25
	13



	1983–84[image: External link]
	26
	28
	4
	1
	2
	0
	–
	32
	29



	1984–85[image: External link]
	33
	22
	4
	2
	4
	5
	–
	41
	29



	1985–86[image: External link]
	26
	37
	1
	0
	2
	0
	–
	29
	37



	1986–87[image: External link]
	27
	31
	7
	6
	9
	6
	–
	43
	43



	Total
	133
	128
	22
	13
	17
	11
	—
	172
	152



	Italy
	Serie A
	Coppa Italia[image: External link]
	Europe[image: External link]
	Other
	Total



	1987–88[image: External link]
	Milan[image: External link]
	Serie A
	11
	3
	5
	5
	3
	0
	–
	19
	8



	1988–89[image: External link]
	33
	19
	4
	3
	9
	10
	1
	1
	47
	33



	1989–90[image: External link]
	26
	19
	4
	1
	9
	4
	1
	0
	40
	24



	1990–91[image: External link]
	31
	11
	1
	0
	2
	0
	1
	0
	35
	11



	1991–92[image: External link]
	31
	25
	7
	4
	–
	–
	38
	29



	1992–93[image: External link]
	15
	13
	1
	0
	5
	6
	1
	1
	22
	20



	1993–94[image: External link]
	-



	1994–95[image: External link]
	-



	Total
	147
	90
	22
	13
	28
	20
	4
	2
	201
	125



	Career totals
	280
	218
	44
	26
	45
	31
	4
	2
	373
	277
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[42]



	Netherlands national team[image: External link]



	Year
	Apps
	Goals



	1983
	3
	2



	1984
	3
	0



	1985
	4
	1



	1986
	4
	2



	1987
	4
	1



	1988
	9
	5



	1989
	5
	2



	1990
	11
	8



	1991
	5
	2



	1992
	10
	1



	Total
	58
	24
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	As of 16 September 2014.





	Team
	From
	To
	Record



	M
	W
	D
	L
	Win %
	Ref.



	Netherlands[image: External link]
	29 July 2004[26]
	30 June 2008[28]
	52
	35
	11
	6
	67.31
	[29]



	Ajax[image: External link]
	1 July 2008[28]
	6 May 2009[30]
	45
	26
	8
	11
	57.78
	[29]



	Heerenveen[image: External link]
	1 July 2012[31]
	30 June 2014[32]
	72
	27
	18
	27
	37.50
	[29]



	AZ[image: External link]
	1 July 2014[32]
	16 September 2014[36]
	5
	2
	0
	3
	40.00
	[29]



	Total
	174
	90
	37
	47
	51.72
	—





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 International matches





	Matches as manager[43]




  Win   Draw   Loss



	Date
	Location
	Competition
	Home team
	Away team
	Score



	2004



	18 August 2004
	Stockholm[image: External link]
	International friendly
	Sweden[image: External link]
	The Netherlands[image: External link]
	2–2



	3 September 2004
	Utrecht[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	Liechtenstein[image: External link]
	3–0



	8 September 2004
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	Czech Republic[image: External link]
	2–0



	9 October 2004
	Skopje[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	FYR Macedonia[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	2–2



	13 October 2004
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	The Netherlands
	Finland[image: External link]
	3–1



	17 November 2004
	Barcelona[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	Andorra[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–3



	2005



	9 February 2005
	Birmingham[image: External link]
	International friendly
	England[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–0



	26 March 2005
	Bucharest[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	Romania[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–2



	30 March 2005
	Eindhoven[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	The Netherlands
	Armenia[image: External link]
	2–0



	4 June 2005
	Rotterdam[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	The Netherlands
	Romania[image: External link]
	2–0



	8 June 2005
	Helsinki[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	Finland[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–4



	17 August 2005
	Rotterdam[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	Germany[image: External link]
	2–2



	3 September 2005
	Yerevan[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	Armenia[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–1



	7 September 2005
	Eindhoven[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	The Netherlands
	Andorra[image: External link]
	4–0



	8 October 2005
	Prague[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	Czech Republic[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–2



	12 October 2005
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Qualification
	The Netherlands
	FYR Macedonia[image: External link]
	0–0



	12 November 2005
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	Italy[image: External link]
	1–3



	2006



	1 March 2006
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	Ecuador[image: External link]
	1–0



	27 May 2006
	Rotterdam[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	Cameroon[image: External link]
	1–0



	1 June 2006
	Eindhoven[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	Mexico[image: External link]
	2–1



	4 June 2006
	Rotterdam[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	Australia[image: External link]
	1–1



	11 June 2006
	Leipzig[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Group stage[image: External link]
	Serbia and Montenegro[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–1



	16 June 2006
	Stuttgard[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Group stage
	The Netherlands
	Ivory Coast[image: External link]
	2–1



	21 June 2006
	Frankfurt[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Group stage
	The Netherlands
	Argentina[image: External link]
	0–0



	25 June 2006
	Nuremberg[image: External link]
	2006 World Cup Round of 16[image: External link]
	Portugal[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	1–0



	16 August 2006
	Dublin[image: External link]
	International friendly
	Ireland[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–4



	2 September 2006
	Luxembourg[image: External link]
	Euro 2008 Qualification[image: External link]
	Luxembourg[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	0–1



	6 September 2006
	Eindhoven[image: External link]
	Euro 2008 Qualification
	The Netherlands
	Belarus[image: External link]
	3–0



	7 October 2006
	Sofia[image: External link]
	Euro 2008 Qualification
	Bulgaria[image: External link]
	The Netherlands
	1–1



	11 October 2006
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	Euro 2008 Qualification
	The Netherlands
	Albania[image: External link]
	2–1



	15 November 2006
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	England[image: External link]
	1–1



	2007



	7 February 2007
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	International friendly
	The Netherlands
	Russia[image: External link]
	4–1



	24 March 2007
	Rotterdam[image: External link]
	Euro 2008 Qualification
	The Netherlands
	Romania[image: External link]
	4–1
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 Club





	Ajax




	
Eredivisie: 1981–82[image: External link], 1982–83[image: External link], 1984–85[image: External link][44]


	
KNVB Cup[image: External link]: 1982–83[image: External link], 1985–86[image: External link], 1986–87[image: External link][44]


	
UEFA Cup Winners Cup[image: External link]: 1986–87[image: External link][44]





	Milan




	
Serie A: 1987–88[image: External link], 1991–92[image: External link], 1992–93[image: External link], 1993–94[image: External link][45]


	
Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link]: 1988[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1994[image: External link][45]


	
European Cup: 1988–89[image: External link], 1989–90[image: External link][45]


	
European Supercup[image: External link]: 1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link][45]


	
Intercontinental Cup[image: External link]: 1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link][45]
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	Netherlands




	
UEFA European Championship[image: External link]: 1988[image: External link][46]


	
Nasazzi's Baton[image: External link]: 1985
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 Individual





	
Eredivisie Top Scorer[image: External link]: 1983–84, 1984–85, 1985–86, 1986–87[44]


	
European Silver Boot[image: External link]: 1983–84[44]


	
Dutch Footballer of the Year[image: External link]: 1984–85[44]


	
European Golden Boot[image: External link]: 1985–86[44]


	World Golden Boot: 1985–86

	
Bravo Award[image: External link]: 1987[47]


	
Onze d'Argent[image: External link]: 1987, 1992[48]


	
Onze d'Or[image: External link]: 1988, 1989[48]


	
IFFHS World’s Best Player[image: External link]: 1988, 1989[49]


	
World Soccer Player of the Year[image: External link]: 1988, 1992[50]


	
UEFA European Football Championship 1988[image: External link]: Top Scorer and Best Player with 5 goals[46]


	
UEFA European Championship Team of the Tournament[image: External link]: 1988[image: External link],[51] 1992[image: External link][52]


	
Ballon d'Or[image: External link]: 1988[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1992[image: External link][45]


	
UEFA[image: External link] Best Player of the Year: 1989, 1990, 1992[45]


	
Serie A Golden Boot[image: External link]: 1989–90[image: External link], 1991–92[image: External link][45]


	
European Cup Top Scorer[image: External link]: 1988–89[image: External link][45]


	
FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link]: 1992[image: External link][45]


	
FIFA 100[image: External link] (List of the greatest living footballers picked by Pelé[image: External link]): 2004[53]


	
UEFA Golden Jubilee Poll[image: External link]: #4[54]


	
Italian Football Hall of Fame[image: External link]: 2012[55]


	
UEFA Euro All-time XI[image: External link] (published 2016)[56]


	A.C. Milan Hall of Fame[57]












[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes





	
^ Includes UEFA Champions League, UEFA Cup[image: External link], UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] and UEFA Super Cup ( 1989[image: External link])


	
^ Includes 1988 Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link], 1989 Intercontinental Cup[image: External link], 1990 Intercontinental Cup[image: External link], 1992 Supercoppa Italiana[image: External link]
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Bicycle Kick





A bicycle kick, also known as an overhead kick or scissors kick, is a physical move in association football. It is achieved by throwing the body backward up into the air, making a shearing movement with the lower limbs to get one leg in front of the other in order to strike an airborne ball[image: External link] rearwards above head level, without resting on the ground. In most languages, the manoeuvre is named after either the cycling motion[image: External link] or the scissor motion[image: External link] that it resembles. Its complexity, and uncommon performance in competitive football matches, makes it one of association football's most celebrated skills[image: External link].[A]

Bicycle kicks can be used defensively to clear away the ball from the goalmouth or offensively to strike at the opponent's goal in an attempt to score. The bicycle kick is an advanced football skill that is dangerous for inexperienced players. Its successful performance has been limited largely to the most experienced and athletic players in football history[image: External link].[3]

The bicycle kick was invented in South America, possibly as early as the late 19th century, during a period of development in football history. Innovations like the bicycle kick were the result of local adaptations to the football style introduced by British immigrants[image: External link]. Football lore has many legends on the possible origins of the bicycle kick. Newspaper archives from the beginning of the 20th century evidence a complex, multinational history for the bicycle kick's invention, naming, and diffusion.

As an iconic skill, bicycle kicks are an important part of association football culture[image: External link]. Executing a bicycle kick in a competitive football match, particularly in scoring a goal, usually garners wide attention in the sports media[image: External link]. The bicycle kick has been featured in works of art, such as sculptures, films, advertisements, and literature. The manoeuvre is also used in other similar ball sports, particularly in the variants of association football like futsal[image: External link] and beach soccer[image: External link]. The controversy over the move's invention and name in Brazil, Chile, and Peru (and its status as an element of the notable Chile–Peru football rivalry[image: External link]) has added to the kick's acclaim in popular culture.
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 Name




The bicycle kick is known in English by three names: bicycle kick, overhead kick, and scissors kick. The term "bicycle kick" describes the action of the legs while the body is in mid-air, resembling the pedalling of a bicycle.[4] The manoeuvre is also called an "overhead kick", which refers to the ball being kicked above the head[5] or a "scissors kick", reflecting the movement of two scissor blades coming together.[6] Some authors differentiate the "scissors kick" as similar to a bicycle kick, but done sideways or at an angle;[7] other authors consider them to be the same move.[8]

In languages other than English, its name also reflects the action it resembles. Sports journalist Alejandro Cisternas, from Chilean newspaper El Mercurio[image: External link], compiled a list of these names.[9] In most cases, they either refer to the kick's scissor-like motion, such as the French ciseaux retourné (returned scissor) and the Greek psalidaki, or to its bicycle-like action, such as the Portuguese pontapé de bicicleta.[9] In other languages, the nature of the action is described: German Fallrückzieher (falling backward kick), Polish[image: External link] przewrotka (overturn kick), Dutch[image: External link] omhaal (turnaround drag), and Italian rovesciata (reversed kick).[9]

Exceptions to these naming patterns are found in languages that designate the move by making reference to a location, such as the Norwegian[image: External link] brassespark (Brazilian kick).[9][10] This exception is most significant in Spanish, where a fierce controversy exists between Chile and Peru—as part of their historic sports rivalry[image: External link]—over the naming of the bicycle kick; Chileans know it as the chilena, while Peruvians call it the chalaca.[11][B] Regardless, the move is also known in Spanish by the less tendentious names of tijera and tijereta—both a reference to the manoeuvre's scissor-like motion.[17]
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 Execution




A bicycle kick's successful performance generally requires great skill and athleticism.[3] The performer needs to maintain good form when executing the move, and must simultaneously exhibit exceptional accuracy and precision when striking the ball.[18] Sports historian Richard Witzig recommends that footballers attempt executing a bicycle kick with a focused and determined state of mind.[2] Due to the action's complexity, a successfully executed bicycle kick is notable and, according to sports journalist Elliott Turner, prone to awe audiences.[1] Brazilian forward Pelé[image: External link], one of the sport's renowned players, also considers the manoeuvre difficult and recalled having scored from it only a few times out of his 1,283 career goals.[19]

To perform a bicycle kick, the ball must be airborne so that the player can hit it while doing a backflip; the ball can either come in the air towards the player, such as from a cross[image: External link], or the player can flick the ball up into the air.[20] The non-kicking leg should rise first to help propel the body up while the kicking leg makes the jump.[21] While making the leap, the body's back should move rearwards until it is parallel to the ground.[22] As the body reaches peak height, the kicking leg should snap toward the ball as the non-kicking leg is simultaneously brought down to increase the kick's power.[23] Vision should stay focused on the ball until the foot strikes it.[24] The arms should be used for balance and to diminish the impact from the fall.[6]

Bicycle kicks are generally done in two situations, one defensive and the other offensive. A defensive bicycle kick is done when a player facing his side's goal uses the action to clear the ball in the direction opposite his side's goalmouth. Sports historian Richard Witzig considers defensive bicycle kicks a desperate move requiring less aim than its offensive variety.[2] An offensive bicycle kick is used when a player has his back to the opposing goal and is near the goalmouth. According to Witzig, the offensive bicycle kick requires concentration and a good understanding of the ball's location.[2] Bicycle kicks can also be done in the midfield, but this is not recommended because safer and more accurate passes can be done in this zone.[2]

Crosses that precede an offensive bicycle kick are of dubious accuracy—German striker Klaus Fischer[image: External link] reportedly stated that most crosses prior to a bicycle kick are bad.[25] Moreover, performing a bicycle kick is dangerous, even when done correctly, as it may harm a startled participant in the field.[26] For this reason, Peruvian defender César González[image: External link] recommends that the player executing the bicycle kick have enough space to perform it.[27] For the player using the manoeuvre, the greatest danger happens during the drop; a bad fall can injure the head, back, or wrist.[28] Witzig recommends players attempting the move to land on their upper back, using their arms as support, and simultaneously rolling over to a side in order to diminish impact from the drop.[2] A poor bicycle kick can also expose a player to ridicule.[29]
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Football lore has numerous legends relating when and where the bicycle kick was first performed and who created it.[30][31][C] According to Brazilian anthropologist Antonio Jorge Soares, the bicycle kick's origin is important only as an example of how folklore is created.[32] Popular opinion[image: External link] continues to debate its exact origin, particularly in the locations where the manoeuvre was allegedly created (e.g., Brazil, Chile, and Peru).[33][34][D] Regardless, the available facts and dates tell a straightforward narrative.[9][30]

The bicycle kick was invented in South America, during an era of innovation in association football tactics and skills[image: External link].[30][40] Football was introduced to South America by British immigrants[image: External link] who, through the 1800s, were attracted by the region's economic prospects, including the export of coffee from Brazil[image: External link], hide[image: External link] and meat from Argentina[image: External link], and guano from Peru[image: External link].[41] These immigrant communities founded institutions, such as schools and sporting clubs, where activities mirrored those done in Britain—including the practice of football.[41]

Football's practice had previously spread from Britain to continental Europe, principally Belgium, the Netherlands and Scandinavia, but no innovations were made to the game in these locations.[42] Matters developed differently in South America because, rather than simply imitate the immigrant's style of play—which was based more on the slower "Scottish passing game[image: External link]" than on the faster and rougher English football style—the South Americans contributed to the sport's growth by emphasizing the players' technical qualities.[43] By adapting the sport to their preferences, South American footballers mastered individual skills like the dribble[image: External link], bending free kicks, and the bicycle kick.[44]

Bicycle kicks first occurred in the Pacific ports of Chile and Peru.[45] While their ships were docked, British mariners played football among themselves and with locals as a form of leisure; the sport's practice was embraced at the ports because its simple rules and equipment made it accessible to the general public.[46] Peru's chief seaport of Callao[image: External link], where football became a working-class sport,[47] is possibly where the bicycle kick originates as news reports and oral traditions[image: External link] indicate that the local Afro-Peruvians[image: External link] performed the bicycle kick or tiro de chalaca ("chalaca shot", as spectators called it in reference to the local demonym[image: External link]) in the late 19th century, during matches with British sailors and railroad employees.[45][48] Chile's important seaport of Talcahuano[image: External link] also holds a bicycle kick tradition dating to the 1910s, when Ramón Unzaga[image: External link], a Basque[image: External link] athlete born in Spain and a naturalized[image: External link] Chilean, allegedly invented the manoeuvre locally known as chorera (also alluding the local demonym).[45][49][F]

The skill's spread beyond western South America began in the 1910s and 1920s, thanks to Chilean footballers.[30][45] In the first editions of the South American Championship[image: External link], Unzaga and fellow Chile[image: External link] defender Francisco Gatica amazed spectators with their bicycle kicks—Gatica's usage of the move to stop an imminent goal garnered him so much attention that he was credited by the audience with the move's invention.[45][52][G] Chilean forward David Arellano[image: External link] also memorably performed the move and other risky manoeuvres during Colo-Colo[image: External link]'s 1927 tour of Spain—his untimely death in that tour from an injury caused by one of his acrobatics is, according to Simpson and Hesse, "a grim warning about the perils of showboating[image: External link]".[45][51][57] Impressed by the Chileans' bicycle kicks, aficionados[image: External link] from Spain and Argentina named the skill chilena, a reference to the players' nationality.[30][45]

During the second half of the twentieth century, the bicycle kick would again be brought forth to international acclaim by Pelé.[58][59] Pelé's capability to perform bicycle kicks with ease was one of the traits that made him stand out from other players early in his sports career, and it also boosted his self-confidence as a footballer.[60] After Pelé, Argentine midfielder Diego Maradona[image: External link] and Mexican forward Hugo Sánchez[image: External link] became notable performers of the bicycle kick during the last decades of the 20th century.[61] Other notable players to have performed the move during this period include Peruvian winger Juan Carlos Oblitas[image: External link], who scored a bicycle kick goal in a 1975 Copa América[image: External link] match between Peru[image: External link] and Chile[image: External link], and Welsh forward Mark Hughes[image: External link], who scored from a bicycle kick in a World Cup qualification match played between Wales[image: External link] and Spain[image: External link] in 1985.[62]

Some of the late twentieth century's most memorable bicycle kicks have also been performed in the FIFA World Cup finals.[H] German striker Klaus Fischer scored from a bicycle kick in the Spain 1982 World Cup[image: External link] semi-finals match between West Germany[image: External link] and France[image: External link], tying the score in overtime—the game then went into a penalty shootout, which the German team won.[64] Hesse and Simpson consider Fischer's action the World Cup's most outstanding bicycle kick.[25] In the Mexico 1986 World Cup[image: External link], Mexican midfielder Manuel Negrete Arias[image: External link] scored from a bicycle kick during the round of 16 match between Mexico[image: External link] and Bulgaria[image: External link]—despite receiving great notability early in the tournament, Negrete's goal was eventually overshadowed by "The Goal of the Century[image: External link]" scored by Maradona in the quarter-finals match between Argentina[image: External link] and England[image: External link].[65]

Since the beginning of the twenty-first century, the bicycle kick continues to be a skill that is rarely executed successfully in football matches.[61] In 2001, Spanish midfielder Guti[image: External link] scored a bicycle kick goal in a match between Real Madrid and Villarreal[image: External link] that sports journalist Rob Smyth listed as one of the six best bicycle kicks in the history of football in an article for theguardian.com[image: External link].[62] In the Korea-Japan 2002 World Cup[image: External link], Belgian attacking midfielder Marc Wilmots[image: External link] scored what English football writer Brian Glanville[image: External link] describes as a "spectacular bicycle kick" against Japan[image: External link].[66] Other notable players to have performed the bicycle kick in recent years include Swedish forward Zlatan Ibrahimović, who in 2012 scored an overhead goal during an international friendly match[image: External link] between Sweden[image: External link] and England, and English forward Wayne Rooney, who during the 2011 Manchester derby[image: External link] scored a bicycle kick that was voted as the best in the Premier League[image: External link]'s history.[25]
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The bicycle kick retains popular appeal; Hesse and Simpson highlight the positive impact a successful bicycle kick has on player notability, and the United States Soccer Federation[image: External link] describes it as an iconic embellishment of the sport.[67] Defender Marcelo Balboa[image: External link]'s bicycle kick in the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] match between Colombia[image: External link] and the United States[image: External link] received much praise and is even credited with boosting the sport's popularity in the United States.[68] According to former Manchester City[image: External link] defender Paul Lake[image: External link], a notable bicycle kick performed by English left winger Dennis Tueart[image: External link] in the English Premier League injured hundreds of fans who tried to emulate it.[69] When Italian striker Mario Balotelli, during his youth development years, tried to pattern his skills on those of Brazilian midfielder Ronaldinho and French midfielder Zinedine Zidane, he fixated on the bicycle kick.[70] The manoeuvre is also admired in variants of association football[image: External link], such as beach soccer[image: External link] and futsal[image: External link].[33][71] An action like the bicycle kick is also used in sepak takraw[image: External link], a sport whose objective is to kick a ball over a net and into the opposing team's side.[72]

Bicycle kicks are also an important part of football culture[image: External link]. According to the United States Soccer Federation, Pelé's bicycle kick in the 1981 film Escape to Victory[image: External link] is a textbook execution of the skill[61] and Pelé expressed satisfaction with his attempt to "show off" for the film in his autobiography.[63] A Google Doodle[image: External link] in September 2013, celebrating Leônidas da Silva's 100th birthday, prominently featured a bicycle kick performed by a stick figure representing the popular Brazilian forward.[73] Bicycle kicks have also been featured in advertisements such as a 2014 television commercial where Argentine forward Lionel Messi executes the manoeuvre to promote that year's FIFA football simulation video game.[74]

A monument to the bicycle kick executed by Ramón Unzaga was erected in Talcahuano, Chile, in 2014; created by sculptor María Angélica Echavarri, the statue is composed of copper and bronze and measures three meters in diameter.[33] A statue in honor of Manuel Negrete's bicycle kick is planned for the Coyoacán[image: External link] district of Mexico City.[75] The Uruguayan novelist Eduardo Galeano[image: External link] wrote about the bicycle kick in his book Soccer in Sun and Shadow, praising Unzaga as the inventor.[76] The Peruvian Nobel laureate writer Mario Vargas Llosa[image: External link] has the protagonist in The Time of the Hero[image: External link]'s Spanish edition declare that the bicycle kick must have been invented in Callao, Peru.[31]
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 Notes






	
^ Turner refers to the bicycle kick as "[t]he apex of wonder-goals",[1] and Witzig defines it as "the most spectacular—yet the most opportunistic and desperate—move that exists in soccer".[2]


	
^ Argentine sports journalist Jorge Barraza[image: External link] affirms that Peruvians never had a need to call the bicycle kick a chilena because they had already given their own name to it.[12] In Brazilian football culture, the term chilena means a back heel (a reference to the spurs[image: External link] of Chilean design used in Southern Brazil[image: External link]).[13] In the Spanish newspaper El País[image: External link], journalist Alberto Lati raised no objection to local names for the move.[14] Simpson and Hesse agree that the move's name should be a matter of personal opinion.[15] Roberto Castro wrote that the bicycle kick's alternate names are synonyms, with no one name definitive.[16]


	
^ Peruvian football journalist Roberto Castro wrote that it is inherently impossible to know for certain who made the first bicycle kick, as anyone playing with a ball could have done it without it being recorded.[16] According to journalist Diego Pérez, bicycle kicks are currently less common and their origins cloudier.[30]


	
^ In Goal: The New York Times[image: External link] Soccer Blog, journalist Juan Arango wrote that the bicycle kick's origin is a sensitive issue in Peru and Chile.[35] In 2006, Harold Mayne-Nicholls[image: External link], president of the Football Federation of Chile[image: External link] (FFCh), poked gentle fun at Peruvian insistence on credit for the bicycle kick.[36] That year Mayne-Nicholls' Peruvian Football Federation[image: External link] (FPF) counterpart, Manuel Burga, announced a campaign to verify the bicycle kick's origin in his country.[36] Also in 2006, Peruvian footballer Teófilo Cubillas[image: External link] advised the FPF to patent the manoeuvre with FIFA,[37] and, in 2009, Chilean footballer Sandrino Castec expressed his belief that the Peruvian position was based on anti-Chilean sentiment[image: External link].[9]


	
^ HMS Amphion arrived at Callao from Panama, and would proceed for repairs to Valparaiso[image: External link], Chile.[38][39] The squad from Peru was composed of British and Peruvian footballers from the local clubs Unión Cricket and Lima Cricket[image: External link]—the latter possibly being the oldest club in the Americas that today plays association football.[38] The image reads: "The sight that we offer today to our readers was taken especially for El Comercio, in the moments in which was occurring in Santa Beatriz, this past Thursday, the most interesting part of the football match between sailors from the English warship Amphion and the Peruvian eleven that were victorious, as we had reported when we announced past Friday about this beautiful sports fest".


	
^ Unzaga's first bicycle kick occurred possibly in 1914 or in 1916.[50] Journalist Luis Osses Guíñez, the author of Talcahuano's football history, argues that Unzaga's first recorded bicycle kick occurred in 1918, as documented by a civil law notary[image: External link] report filed after a heated match between Talcahuano and neighbouring Concepción[image: External link] turned violent. Unzaga, described by Osses Guíñez as a hot-tempered Basque, fistfought a referee who called a foul on the player's bicycle kick.[51] Concepción's newspaper El Sur reported this event a few days after the match, and Unzaga declares in his defense that he had previously executed the manoeuvre in other matches without it being called a foul.[16]


	
^ Unzaga participated in the Argentina 1916[image: External link] and Chile 1920[image: External link] editions of the South American Championship;[53][54] Gatica participated in the tournament's Uruguay 1917[image: External link] and Brazil 1919[image: External link] editions.[55][56]


	
^ In his autobiography, Pelé expressed regret for not having scored a goal from a bicycle kick in the FIFA World Cup.[63]
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Illeism





Illeism /'Ili.Izem /[image: External link] (from Latin ille meaning "he, that") is the act of referring to oneself in the third person[image: External link] instead of first person[image: External link].

Illeism is sometimes used in literature as a stylistic device. In real life usage, illeism can reflect a number of different stylistic intentions or involuntary circumstances.
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 In literature




Early literature such as Julius Caesar[image: External link]'s Commentarii de Bello Gallico[image: External link] or Xenophon[image: External link]'s Anabasis[image: External link], both ostensibly non-fictional accounts of wars led by their authors, used illeism to impart an air of objective impartiality to the account, which included justifications of the author's actions. In this way personal bias is presented, albeit dishonestly, as objectivity.

Illeism can also be used in literature to provide a twist[image: External link], wherein the identity of the narrator as also being the main character is hidden from the reader until later in the story (e.g. one Arsène Lupin[image: External link] story where the narrator is Arsène Lupin but hides his own identity); the use of third person implies external observation. A similar use is when the author injects himself into his own third-person-narrative story as a character, such as Charlie Kaufman[image: External link] in Adaptation[image: External link], Douglas Coupland[image: External link] in JPod[image: External link], and commonly done by Clive Cussler[image: External link] in his novels, beginning with Dragon[image: External link].

It can also be used as a device to illustrate the feeling of "being outside one's body and watching things happen", a psychological disconnect resulting from dissonance either from trauma such as childhood physical or sexual abuse, or from psychotic episodes of actions that can't be reconciled with the individual's own self-image.

The same kind of objective distance can be employed for other purposes. Theologian Richard B. Hays[image: External link] writes an essay where he challenges earlier findings that he disagrees with. These were the findings of one Richard B. Hays, and the newer essay treats the earlier work and earlier author at arms' length.[1]

A common device in science fiction[image: External link] is for robots[image: External link], computers[image: External link], and other artificial life[image: External link] to refer to themselves in the third person, e.g. "This unit is malfunctioning" or "Number Five is alive" (famously said by Johnny Five in Short Circuit[image: External link]), to suggest that these creatures are not truly self-aware[image: External link], or else that they separate their consciousness from their physical form.

Illeism is also a device used to show idiocy[image: External link], such as the character Mongo in Blazing Saddles[image: External link], e.g. "Mongo like candy" and "Mongo only pawn in game of life." (Note also the lack of articles[image: External link] and verb inflection[image: External link] in both sentences.)
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Illeism in everyday speech can have a variety of intentions depending on context. One common usage is to impart humility, a common practice in feudal[image: External link] societies and other societies where honorifics[image: External link] are important to observe ("Your servant awaits your orders"), as well as in master[image: External link]– slave[image: External link] relationships ("This slave needs to be punished"). Recruits in the military, mostly United States Marine Corps[image: External link] recruits, are also often made to refer to themselves in the third-person, such as "the recruit," in order to reduce the sense of individuality and enforce the idea of the group being more important than the self.[citation needed[image: External link]] The use of illeism in this context imparts a sense of lack of self, implying a diminished importance of the speaker in relation to the addressee or to a larger whole.

Conversely, in different contexts, illeism can be used to reinforce self-promotion, as used to sometimes comic effect by Bob Dole[image: External link] throughout his political career.[2] This was particularly made notable during the United States presidential election, 1996[image: External link] and lampooned broadly in popular media for years afterwards.

Similarly illeism is used with an air of grandeur, to give the speaker lofty airs. Idiosyncratic and conceited people are known to either use or are lampooned as using illeism to puff themselves up or illustrate their egoism[image: External link]. The artist Salvador Dalí[image: External link] used illeism throughout his interview with Mike Wallace[image: External link] on The Mike Wallace Interview[image: External link], punctuating it with "Dalí is immortal and will not die," although this may have been a reference to his oeuvre[image: External link] and artistic legacy rather than his actual self. The wrestler The Rock[image: External link] was notorious for this, mainly to enhance his persona to a superhuman level. Deepanjana Pal of Firstpost noted that speaking in the third person "is a classic technique used by generations of Bollywood scriptwriters to establish a character’s aristocracy, power and gravitas."[3] Conversely, third-person self referral can be associated with self-irony[image: External link] and not taking oneself too seriously (since the excessive use of pronoun "I" is often seen as a sign of narcissism[image: External link] and egocentrism[4]), as well as with eccentricity[image: External link] in general.

In certain Eastern religions, like Hinduism[image: External link] or Buddhism[image: External link], this is sometimes seen as a sign of enlightenment[image: External link], since by doing so, an individual detaches his eternal self ( atman[image: External link]) from the body-related one ( maya[image: External link]). Known illeists of that sort include Swami Ramdas[image: External link],[5] Ma Yoga Laxmi,[6] Anandamayi Ma[image: External link],[7] and Mata Amritanandamayi[image: External link].[8] Jnana yoga[image: External link] actually encourages its practitioners to refer to themselves in the third person.[9]

Young children in Japan commonly refer to themselves by their own name (a habit probably picked from their elders who would normally refer to them by name. This is due to the normal Japanese way of speaking, where referring to another in the third person is considered more polite than using the Japanese words for "you", like Omae[10]) though as the children grow older they normally switch over to using first person references. Japanese idols[image: External link] also may refer to themselves in the third person so to give off the feeling of childlike cuteness.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Politics





	
Julius Caesar[image: External link]'s Commentarii de Bello Gallico[image: External link] presents the author's exploits in the Gallic War[image: External link] in the third person.[11]


	
Henry Adams[image: External link], historian, author and descendant of presidents John Adams[image: External link] and John Quincy Adams[image: External link], throughout his autobiography The Education of Henry Adams[image: External link][12][13]


	
Charles de Gaulle[image: External link][14]


	
Bob Dole[image: External link], during his United States presidential campaign in 1996[image: External link].[15]


	
Herman Cain[image: External link], during his United States presidential campaign in 2012[image: External link].[16]


	
Paulo Maluf[image: External link], Brazilian politician[17]


	
Anthony Garotinho[image: External link], Brazilian politician[17]


	
Narendra Modi[image: External link], Prime Minister of India.[18]


	
Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] — Russian politician[19]


	General Douglas MacArthur[image: External link] was known to refer to himself as 'MacArthur' in telling stories involving himself [20]


	
Roy Kwong Chun-yu[image: External link], District Councilor[image: External link] and legislator of Hong Kong[21]


	
Donald Trump[image: External link] and Bernie Sanders[image: External link] have used third-person in their presidential campaigns in 2016.[22]


	Hlaudi Motsoeneng[image: External link]
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 Sports





	
Pelé[image: External link][23][24]


	
Zlatan Ibrahimović[25]


	
Rickey Henderson[image: External link] occasionally referred to himself as "Rickey".[26]


	
Karl Malone[image: External link][27]


	
LeBron James[image: External link] made several references to himself in the third person during The Decision[image: External link] program on ESPN in 2010.[28][29]


	
Billy Davies[image: External link], soccer manager, currently of Nottingham Forest[image: External link], formerly of Derby County[image: External link] and Preston North End[image: External link].[30]


	
Gregg Easterbrook[image: External link], sports journalist, refers to himself as "TMQ" or "your columnist" in his weekly Tuesday Morning Quarterback[image: External link] columns.[31]


	
Cam Newton[image: External link], NFL quarterback, referred to himself in third person during his press conference at the NFL Combine[image: External link] in 2011.[32]





	
Johnny Cueto[image: External link] After pitching Game 5 of the ALDS Johnny Cueto gave a post-game interview in the third person.[33]
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 Entertainment





	
Flavor Flav[image: External link][34]


	
Lila Morillo[image: External link][35]


	
Gina Lollobrigida[image: External link][36][37]


	
Mr. T[image: External link], became one of his trademarks in the 1980s[38]
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 Other





	
Salvador Dalí[image: External link] in his The Mike Wallace Interview[image: External link] interview with Mike Wallace[image: External link] on April 19, 1958.[39]


	
Norman Mailer[image: External link]'s non-fiction work, The Fight[image: External link], refers to the author in the third person throughout The Fight, explaining why he has chosen to do so at the beginning of the book.[40]
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	Boday, a quirky female artist from Jack Chalker[image: External link]'s Changewinds trilogy.[41]


	Ramona, the housekeeper and mentor in Silver Ravenwolf[image: External link]'s Witches Chillers series.[42]


	Major Bagstock, the apoplectic retired Indian army[image: External link] officer from Charles Dickens[image: External link]' Dombey and Son[image: External link] (1848) refers to himself solely as Joseph, Old Joe, Joey B, Bagstock, Josh, J.B., Anthony Bagstock, and other variants of his own name.[43]


	
Captain Hook[image: External link] in J. M. Barrie[image: External link]'s Peter Pan and Wendy[image: External link] (1911): " 'Better for Hook,' he cried, 'if he had had less ambition!' It was in his darkest hours only that he referred to himself in the third person."[this quote needs a citation[image: External link]]


	
Jaqen H'ghar[image: External link], an assassin of the Faceless Men in the fantasy suite A Song of Ice and Fire[image: External link], consistently refers to himself ("a man") and sometimes the person he is addressing (i.e. "a girl") in third person.[this quote needs a citation[image: External link]]


	
Gollum[image: External link] from The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] spoke in an idiosyncratic manner, often referring to himself in the third person, and frequently talked to himself — "through having no one else to speak to," as Tolkien put it in The Hobbit.[44]


	Charlie from the acclaimed novel Flowers for Algernon[image: External link] speaks in third person in the "being outside one's body and watching things happen" manner in his flashbacks to his abusive and troubled childhood suffering from phenylketonuria[image: External link].[45]


	The old man Nakata from Haruki Murakami's Kafka on the Shore[image: External link].[46][47]


	The healer and wisewoman Magda Digby from the Owen Archer series by Candace Robb[image: External link].[48]





	Shinichi, from The Vampire Diaries[image: External link], often spoke in third person to intimidate people.

	
Tarzan[image: External link] sometimes refers to himself in the third person, due to his lack of English knowledge.

	George from George of the Jungle[image: External link] refers to himself in the third person for the same reason.

	Gregory from The Tale of Despereaux[image: External link]


	
Lord Voldemort[image: External link] of the Harry Potter series of books, as a means of showing his narcissism and sociopathic tendencies.

	
The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] refers to himself in third person in the original novel.
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 Television live-action





	
The Rock[image: External link], during his pro wrestling career, particularly with the catchphrases "The Rock says" and "Do you smell what The Rock is cookin'?"[49] and uses third-person pronouns to refer to himself.

	
Elmo[image: External link] from Sesame Street[image: External link], whose speech is intended to mimic the speech of preschoolers.[50]


	Jimmy from "The Jimmy[image: External link]" episode of Seinfeld[image: External link], whose use leads to confusion about his identity. The usage rubs off on George Constanza[image: External link], who exclaims "you're killing Independent George!" or "George is getting upset!"[51]


	Stick-up man Omar Little[image: External link] from The Wire[image: External link]. Examples include "Omar don't scare." and "Omar listening."[52]


	Bob, played by Saverio Guerra[image: External link], in Becker[image: External link][53]


	
Hercule Poirot[image: External link], in the contemporary television adaptation Agatha Christie's Poirot[image: External link][54]


	
Kenny Powers[image: External link], from the television show Eastbound & Down[image: External link][55]


	Lavon Hayes, the mayor from Hart of Dixie[image: External link].[56]


	
Eddie Alvarez[image: External link] from The Unusuals[image: External link][57]


	Brian "Bomber" Busbridge, played by Pat Roach[image: External link], in Auf Wiedersehen, Pet[image: External link][58]


	George Remus, a recurring character played by Glenn Fleshler, in Boardwalk Empire[image: External link][59]
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 Film





	Mongo from the Mel Brooks[image: External link] movie Blazing Saddles[image: External link]


	
Mr. Miyagi[image: External link] from The Karate Kid[image: External link] sometimes refers to himself as "Miyagi".[60]


	
Magua[image: External link] from The Last of the Mohicans[image: External link].[61]


	Francesco Bernoulli, from Cars 2[image: External link][62]
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 Manga and anime





	
Megumi Noda, aka Nodame[image: External link], the title character from Nodame Cantabile[image: External link]:[63]


	
Sayuri Kurata[image: External link] from Kanon[image: External link] speaks this way in order to separate herself from her past treatment of her little brother, which she regrets.[64]


	
Asami Nakaoka[image: External link] from Highschool of the Dead[image: External link] habitually refers to herself in third person;[65]


	
Rika Shiguma[image: External link] from Haganai[image: External link][66]
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 Video games





	Crazy Barks from Drawn to Life[image: External link] and its DS sequel, Drawn to Life: The Next Chapter[image: External link], refers to himself in third person.[67] In the second game, a similar character called Crazy Diggs also shares this habit.




	Ibuki Mioda from Danganronpa 2: Goodbye Despair[image: External link], often refers to herself in third person.

	Monaca from Danganronpa Another Episode: Ultra Despair Girls[image: External link], often refers to herself in third person.

	Three characters from Danganronpa V3: Killing Harmony[image: External link] refer to themselves in third person: Tenko Chabashira, Angie Yonaga, and Gonta Gokuhara.
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 See also





	Royal We[image: External link]

	Nosism[image: External link]
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The Guardian





For other uses, see Guardian[image: External link].

The Guardian is a British daily newspaper, known from 1821 until 1959 as the Manchester Guardian. Along with its sister papers The Observer[image: External link] and The Guardian Weekly[image: External link], The Guardian is part of the Guardian Media Group[image: External link], owned by The Scott Trust Limited[image: External link]. The Trust was created in 1936 "to secure the financial and editorial independence of The Guardian in perpetuity and to safeguard the journalistic freedom and liberal values of The Guardian free from commercial or political interference." The Scott Trust became a limited company in 2008, with a constitution to maintain the same protections for The Guardian. Profits are reinvested in journalism rather than to the benefit of an owner or shareholders.[2]

The Guardian is edited by Katharine Viner[image: External link], who succeeded Alan Rusbridger[image: External link] in 2015.[3][4] In 2016, The Guardian's print edition had an average daily circulation[image: External link] of roughly 162,000 copies in the country, behind The Daily Telegraph and The Times[image: External link].[1] The newspaper has an online UK edition[image: External link] as well as two international websites, Guardian Australia[image: External link] (founded in 2013) and Guardian US[image: External link] (founded in 2011). The newspaper's online edition[image: External link] was the fifth most widely read in the world in October 2014, with over 42.6 million readers.[5] Its combined print and online editions reach nearly 9 million British readers.[6]

Notable scoops[image: External link] include the 2011 News International phone hacking scandal[image: External link], in particular the hacking of murdered English teenager Milly Dowler[image: External link]'s phone.[7] The investigation led to the closure of the UK's biggest selling Sunday newspaper, and one of the highest circulation newspapers in the world, the News of the World[image: External link].[8] The newspaper also released news of the secret collection of Verizon[image: External link] telephone records held by US President Barack Obama[image: External link]'s administration in June 2013,[9] and subsequently revealed the existence of the PRISM surveillance program[image: External link] after it was leaked to the paper by NSA[image: External link] whistleblower[image: External link] Edward Snowden[image: External link].[10] In 2016, it led the investigation into the Panama Papers[image: External link], exposing the then British Prime Minister David Cameron[image: External link]'s links to offshore bank accounts[image: External link].

The Guardian has been named Newspaper of the Year four times at the annual British Press Awards[image: External link], the most recent in 2014 for reporting on government surveillance.[11] The paper is still occasionally referred to by its nickname of The Grauniad, given originally for the purported frequency of its typographical errors[image: External link].[12]
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 1821 to 1972
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 Early years




The Manchester Guardian was founded in Manchester[image: External link] in 1821 by cotton merchant John Edward Taylor[image: External link] with backing from the Little Circle[image: External link], a group of non-conformist[image: External link] businessmen.[13] They launched their paper after the police closure of the more radical[image: External link] Manchester Observer[image: External link], a paper that had championed the cause of the Peterloo Massacre[image: External link] protesters.[14] Taylor had been hostile to the radical reformers, writing: "They have appealed not to the reason but the passions and the suffering of their abused and credulous fellow-countrymen, from whose ill-requited industry they extort for themselves the means of a plentiful and comfortable existence. They do not toil, neither do they spin, but they live better than those that do."[15] When the government closed down the Manchester Observer, the mill-owners' champions had the upper hand.[16]

The influential journalist Jeremiah Garnett[image: External link] joined Taylor during the establishment of the paper, and all of the Little Circle wrote articles for the new paper.[17]

The prospectus announcing the new publication proclaimed that it would "zealously enforce the principles of civil and religious Liberty ... warmly advocate the cause of Reform ... endeavour to assist in the diffusion of just principles of Political Economy and ... support, without reference to the party from which they emanate, all serviceable measures".[18] In 1825 the paper merged with the British Volunteer and was known as The Manchester Guardian and British Volunteer until 1828.[19]

The working-class Manchester and Salford Advertiser called the Manchester Guardian "the foul prostitute[image: External link] and dirty parasite[image: External link] of the worst portion of the mill-owners".[20] The Manchester Guardian was generally hostile to labour's claims. Of the 1832 Ten Hours Bill, the paper doubted whether in view of the foreign competition "the passing of a law positively enacting a gradual destruction of the cotton manufacture in this kingdom would be a much less rational procedure."[21] The Manchester Guardian dismissed strikes as the work of outside agitators – "... if an accommodation can be effected, the occupation of the agents of the Union is gone. They live on strife ..."[22]

The Manchester Guardian was highly critical of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]'s conduct during the American Civil War[image: External link], writing on the news that Abraham Lincoln had been assassinated: "Of his rule, we can never speak except as a series of acts abhorrent to every true notion of constitutional right and human liberty ..."[23]
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 CP Scott




CP Scott[image: External link] made the newspaper nationally recognised. He was editor for 57 years from 1872, and became its owner when he bought the paper from the estate of Taylor's son in 1907. Under Scott, the paper's moderate editorial line became more radical, supporting William Gladstone[image: External link] when the Liberals split in 1886, and opposing the Second Boer War[image: External link] against popular opinion.[24] Scott supported the movement for women's suffrage[image: External link], but was critical of any tactics by the Suffragettes[image: External link] that involved direct action[image: External link]:[25] "The really ludicrous position is that Mr Lloyd George[image: External link] is fighting to enfranchise seven million women and the militants are smashing unoffending people's windows and breaking up benevolent societies' meetings in a desperate effort to prevent him." Scott thought the Suffragettes' "courage and devotion" was "worthy of a better cause and saner leadership".[26] It has been argued that Scott's criticism reflected a widespread disdain, at the time, for those women who "transgressed the gender expectations of Edwardian society[image: External link]".[25]

Scott commissioned JM Synge[image: External link] and his friend Jack Yeats[image: External link] to produce articles and drawings documenting the social conditions of the west of Ireland (pre-First World War), and these pieces were published in 1911 in the collection Travels in Wicklow, West Kerry and Connemara.[27]

Scott's friendship with Chaim Weizmann[image: External link] played a role in the Balfour Declaration of 1917[image: External link], and in 1948 The Manchester Guardian was a supporter of the new State of Israel[image: External link].

In June 1936 ownership of the paper passed to the Scott Trust[image: External link] (named after the last owner, John Russell Scott, who was the first chairman of the Trust). This move ensured the paper's independence.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Spanish Civil War




Traditionally affiliated with the centrist to centre-left Liberal Party[image: External link], and with a northern, non-conformist circulation base, the paper earned a national reputation and the respect of the left during the Spanish Civil War[image: External link]. George Orwell[image: External link] writes in Homage to Catalonia[image: External link]: "Of our larger papers, the Manchester Guardian is the only one that leaves me with an increased respect for its honesty." With the pro-Liberal News Chronicle[image: External link], the Labour[image: External link]-supporting Daily Herald[image: External link], the Communist Party[image: External link]'s Daily Worker[image: External link] and several Sunday and weekly papers, it supported the Republican government against General Francisco Franco[image: External link]'s insurgent nationalists.
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 Post-war




The paper so loathed Labour's left-wing[image: External link] champion Aneurin Bevan[image: External link] "and the hate-gospellers of his entourage" that it called for Attlee[image: External link]'s post-war Labour government to be voted out of office.[28] The newspaper opposed the creation of the National Health Service[image: External link] as it feared the state provision of healthcare would "eliminate selective elimination" and lead to an increase of congenitally deformed and feckless people.[29]

The Manchester Guardian strongly opposed military intervention during the 1956 Suez Crisis[image: External link]: "The Anglo-French ultimatum to Egypt is an act of folly, without justification in any terms but brief expediency. It pours petrol on a growing fire. There is no knowing what kind of explosion will follow."[30]
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 1972 to 2000
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 Northern Ireland conflict




When 13 civil rights demonstrators in Northern Ireland[image: External link] were killed by British soldiers on 30 January 1972 (known as Bloody Sunday[image: External link]), The Guardian said that "Neither side can escape condemnation."[31] Of the protesters, they wrote, "The organizers of the demonstration, Miss Bernadette Devlin[image: External link] among them, deliberately challenged the ban on marches. They knew that stone throwing and sniping[image: External link] could not be prevented, and that the IRA[image: External link] might use the crowd as a shield[image: External link]."[31] Of the army, they wrote, "there seems little doubt that random shots were fired into the crowd, that aim was taken at individuals who were neither bombers nor weapons carriers and that excessive force was used".[31]

Many Irish people believed that the Widgery Tribunal[image: External link]'s ruling on the killings was a whitewash,[32] a view that was later supported with the publication of the Saville inquiry[image: External link] in 2010,[33] but in 1972 The Guardian declared that "Widgery's report is not one-sided" (20 April 1972).[34] At the time the paper also supported internment[image: External link] without trial in Northern Ireland: "Internment without trial is hateful, repressive and undemocratic. In the existing Irish situation, most regrettably, it is also inevitable... .To remove the ringleaders, in the hope that the atmosphere might calm down, is a step to which there is no obvious alternative."[35] Before then, The Guardian had called for British troops to be sent to the region: British soldiers could "present a more disinterested face of law and order,"[36] but only on condition that "Britain takes charge."[37]
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 Sarah Tisdall




In 1983 the paper was at the centre of a controversy surrounding documents regarding the stationing of cruise missiles[image: External link] in Britain that were leaked to The Guardian by civil servant Sarah Tisdall[image: External link]. The paper eventually complied with a court order to hand over the documents to the authorities, which resulted in a six-month prison sentence for Tisdall,[38] though she served only four. "I still blame myself," said Peter Preston[image: External link], who was the editor of The Guardian at the time, but he went on to argue that the paper had no choice because it "believed in the rule of law".[39]
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 First Gulf War




In the lead-up to the first Gulf War[image: External link], between 1990 and 1991, The Guardian expressed doubts about military action against Iraq: "Frustration in the Gulf leads temptingly to the invocation of task forces and tactical bombing, but the military option is no option at all. The emergence yesterday of a potential hostage problem of vast dimensions only emphasised that this is far too complex a crisis for gunboat diplomacy. Loose talk of 'carpet bombing' Baghdad should be put back in the bottle of theoretical but unacceptable scenarios."[40]

But on the eve of the war, the paper rallied to the war cause: "The simple cause, at the end, is just. An evil regime in Iraq instituted an evil and brutal invasion. Our soldiers and airmen are there, at UN behest, to set that evil to rights. Their duties are clear. ... Let the momentum, and the resolution, be swift."[41] After the event, journalist Maggie O'Kane[image: External link] conceded that she and her colleagues had been a mouthpiece for war propaganda: "... we, the media, were harnessed like 2,000 beach donkeys and led through the sand to see what the British and US military wanted us to see in this nice clean war".[42]
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 Alleged penetration by Russian intelligence




In 1994, KGB[image: External link] defector Oleg Gordievsky[image: External link] identified Guardian literary editor Richard Gott[image: External link] as "an agent of influence". While Gott denied that he received cash, he admitted he had lunch at the Soviet Embassy and taken benefits from the KGB on overseas visits. Gott resigned from his post.[43]

Gordievsky commented on the newspaper: "The KGB loved The Guardian. It was deemed highly susceptible to penetration."[44]
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 Jonathan Aitken




In 1995, both the Granada Television[image: External link] programme World In Action[image: External link] and The Guardian were sued for libel[image: External link] by the then cabinet minister Jonathan Aitken[image: External link], for their allegation that Harrods[image: External link] owner Mohamed Al Fayed[image: External link] had paid for Aitken and his wife to stay at the Hôtel Ritz[image: External link] in Paris, which would have amounted to accepting a bribe on Aitken's part. Aitken publicly stated that he would fight with "the simple sword of truth and the trusty shield of British fair play".[45] The court case proceeded, and in 1997 The Guardian produced evidence that Aitken's claim of his wife paying for the hotel stay was untrue.[46] In 1999, Aitken was jailed for perjury[image: External link] and perverting the course of justice[image: External link].[47]
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 Kosovo War




The paper supported NATO[image: External link]'s military intervention in the Kosovo War[image: External link] in 1998–1999. Though the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] did not support the action, The Guardian stated that "the only honourable course for Europe and America is to use military force".[48] Mary Kaldor[image: External link]'s piece was headlined "Bombs away! But to save civilians, we must get in some soldiers too."[49]
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 Since 2000




In the early 2000s, The Guardian challenged the Act of Settlement 1701[image: External link] and the Treason Felony Act 1848[image: External link].[50][51] In October 2004, The Guardian published a humorous column by Charlie Brooker[image: External link] in its entertainment guide, which appeared to call for the assassination of George W. Bush[image: External link].[52] This caused some controversy and the paper was forced to issue an apology and remove the article from its website.[53][54] Following the 7 July 2005 London bombings[image: External link], The Guardian published an article on its comment pages by Dilpazier Aslam[image: External link], a 27-year-old British Muslim and journalism trainee from Yorkshire[image: External link].[55] Aslam was a member of Hizb ut-Tahrir[image: External link], an Islamist[image: External link] group, and had published a number of articles on their website. According to the paper, it did not know that Aslam was a member of Hizb ut-Tahrir when he applied to become a trainee, though several staff members were informed of this once he started at the paper.[56] The Home Office[image: External link] has claimed the group's "ultimate aim is the establishment of an Islamic state (Caliphate), according to Hizb ut-Tahrir via non-violent means". The Guardian asked Aslam to resign his membership of the group and, when he did not do so, terminated his employment.[57] In early 2009, the paper started a tax investigation into a number of major UK companies,[58] including publishing a database of the tax paid by the FTSE 100[image: External link] companies.[59] Internal documents relating to Barclays Bank[image: External link]'s tax avoidance[image: External link] were removed from The Guardian website after Barclays obtained a gagging order[image: External link].[60] The paper played a pivotal role in exposing the depth of the News of the World phone hacking affair[image: External link]. The Economist[image: External link]'s Intelligent Life[image: External link] magazine opined that,


As Watergate[image: External link] is to the Washington Post[image: External link], and thalidomide[image: External link] to the Sunday Times[image: External link], so phone-hacking will surely be to the Guardian: a defining moment in its history.[61]
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 Accusations of anti-Semitism and bias in coverage of Israel




In recent decades The Guardian has been accused of biased criticism of Israeli government policy[image: External link][62] and of bias against the Palestinians.[63] In December 2003, columnist Julie Burchill[image: External link] cited "striking bias against the state of Israel" as one of the reasons she left the paper for The Times.[64] A leaked report from the European Monitoring Centre on Racism cited The Economist's claim that for "many British Jews," the British media's reporting on Israel "is spiced with a tone of animosity, 'as to smell of anti-Semitism[image: External link]' ... This is above all the case with the Guardian and The Independent". The EU said the report, dated February 2003, was not published because it was insubstantial in its current state and lacking sufficient evidence.[65][66]

Responding to these accusations, a Guardian editorial in 2002 condemned anti-Semitism[image: External link] and defended the paper's right to criticise the policies and actions of the Israeli government, arguing that those who view such criticism as inherently anti-Jewish are mistaken.[67] Harriet Sherwood, then The Guardian's foreign editor, later its Jerusalem correspondent, has also denied that The Guardian has an anti-Israel bias, saying that the paper aims to cover all viewpoints in the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link].[68]

On 6 November 2011, Chris Elliott, the Guardian's readers' editor, wrote that "Guardian reporters, writers and editors must be more vigilant about the language they use when writing about Jews or Israel," citing recent cases where The Guardian received complaints regarding language chosen to describe Jews or Israel. Elliott noted that, over nine months, he upheld complaints regarding language in certain articles that were seen as anti-Semitic, revising the language and footnoting this change.[69]

The Guardian's style guide section referred to Tel Aviv[image: External link] as the capital of Israel in 2012.[70][71] The Guardian later clarified: "In 1980, the Israeli Knesset enacted a law designating the city of Jerusalem, including East Jerusalem, as the country's capital. In response, the UN security council issued resolution 478, censuring the "change in character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem" and calling on all member states with diplomatic missions in the city to withdraw. The UN has reaffirmed this position on several occasions, and almost every country now has its embassy in Tel Aviv. While it was therefore right to issue a correction to make clear Israel's designation of Jerusalem as its capital is not recognised by the international community, we accept that it is wrong to state that Tel Aviv – the country's financial and diplomatic centre – is the capital. The style guide has been amended accordingly." [72]

On 11 August 2014 the print edition of The Guardian published a pro-Israeli advocacy advert during the 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict[image: External link] featuring Elie Wiesel[image: External link], headed by the words "Jews rejected child sacrifice 3,500 years ago. Now it's Hamas' turn." The Times had decided against running the ad, although it had already appeared in major American newspapers.[73] One week later, Chris Elliott expressed the opinion that the newspaper should have rejected the language used in the advert and should have negotiated with the advertiser on this matter.[74]
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 Clark County




In August 2004, for the US presidential election[image: External link], the daily G2 supplement launched an experimental letter-writing campaign in Clark County, Ohio[image: External link], an average-sized county in a swing state[image: External link]. The editor of the G2 supplement Ian Katz[image: External link] bought a voter list from the county for $25 and asked readers to write to people listed as undecided in the election, giving them an impression of the international view and the importance of voting against President George W. Bush. The paper scrapped "Operation Clark County" on 21 October 2004 after first publishing a column of responses—nearly all of them outraged—to the campaign under the headline "Dear Limey assholes."[75] The public's dislike of the campaign likely contributed to Bush's victory in Clark County.[76]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Guardian America




In 2007, the paper launched Guardian America, an attempt to capitalise on its large online readership in the United States, which at the time stood at more than 5.9 million. The company hired former American Prospect[image: External link] editor, New York[image: External link] magazine columnist and New York Review of Books[image: External link] writer Michael Tomasky[image: External link] to head the project and hire a staff of American reporters and web editors. The site featured news from The Guardian that was relevant to an American audience: coverage of US news and the Middle East, for example.[77]

Tomasky stepped down from his position as editor of Guardian America in February 2009, ceding editing and planning duties to other US and London staff. He retained his position as a columnist and blogger, taking the title editor-at-large.[78]

In October 2009, the company abandoned the Guardian America homepage, instead directing users to a US news index page on the main Guardian website.[79] The following month, the company laid off six American employees, including a reporter, a multimedia producer and four web editors. The move came as Guardian News and Media opted to reconsider its US strategy amid a huge effort to cut costs across the company.[80] In subsequent years, however, The Guardian has hired various commentators on US affairs including Ana Marie Cox[image: External link], Michael Wolff[image: External link], Naomi Wolf[image: External link], Glenn Greenwald[image: External link] and George W. Bush's former speechwriter Josh Treviño[image: External link].[81] Treviño's first blog post was an apology for a controversial tweet posted in June 2011 over the second Gaza flotilla, the controversy which had been revived by the appointment.[82]

Guardian US[image: External link] launched in September 2011, led by editor-in-chief Janine Gibson[image: External link], which replaced the previous Guardian America service.[83] After a period during which Katharine Viner[image: External link] served as the US editor-in-chief before taking charge of Guardian News and Media as a whole, Viner's former deputy, Lee Glendinning, was appointed to succeed her as head of the American operation at the beginning of June 2015.[84]
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 Gagged from reporting Parliament




In October 2009, The Guardian reported that it was forbidden to report on a parliamentary matter - a question recorded in a Commons order paper, to be answered by a minister later that week.[85] The paper noted that it was being "forbidden from telling its readers why the paper is prevented—for the first time in memory—from reporting parliament. Legal obstacles, which cannot be identified, involve proceedings, which cannot be mentioned, on behalf of a client who must remain secret. The only fact the Guardian can report is that the case involves the London solicitors Carter-Ruck[image: External link]." The paper further claimed that this case appears "to call into question privileges guaranteeing free speech established under the 1688 Bill of Rights[image: External link]".[86] The only parliamentary question mentioning Carter-Ruck in the relevant period was by Paul Farrelly[image: External link] MP, in reference to legal action by Barclays[image: External link] and Trafigura[image: External link].[87][88] The part of the question referencing Carter-Ruck relates to the latter company's September 2009 gagging order on the publication of a 2006 internal report[89] into the 2006 Côte d'Ivoire toxic waste dump[image: External link] scandal, which involved a class action[image: External link] case that the company only settled in September 2009 after The Guardian published some of the commodity trader's internal emails.[90] The reporting injunction was lifted the next day, as Carter-Ruck withdrew it before The Guardian could challenge it in the High Court.[91] Alan Rusbridger[image: External link] credited the rapid back-down of Carter-Ruck to Twitter,[92] as did a BBC article.[93]
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 Edward Snowden leaks and intervention by the UK government




In June 2013, the newspaper broke news of the secret collection of Verizon[image: External link] telephone records held by Barack Obama[image: External link]'s administration[9] and subsequently revealed the existence of the PRISM surveillance program[image: External link] after it was leaked to the paper by former NSA[image: External link] contractor Edward Snowden[image: External link].[10] The newspaper was subsequently contacted by the British government's Cabinet Secretary, Sir Jeremy Heywood[image: External link], under instruction from Prime Minister David Cameron and Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg, who ordered that the hard drives containing the information be destroyed.[94] The Guardian's offices were then visited in July by agents from the UK's GCHQ[image: External link], who supervised the destruction of the hard drives containing information acquired from Snowden.[95] In June 2014 The Register[image: External link] reported that the information the government sought to suppress by destroying the hard drives related to the location of a "beyond top secret" internet monitoring base in Seeb[image: External link], Oman[image: External link], and the close involvement of BT[image: External link] and Cable & Wireless[image: External link] in intercepting internet communications.[96] Julian Assange[image: External link] criticized the newspaper for not publishing the entirety of the content when it had the chance.[97]
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 Ownership and finances




The Guardian is part of the Guardian Media Group[image: External link] (GMG) of newspapers, radio stations and print media including; The Observer[image: External link] Sunday newspaper, The Guardian Weekly[image: External link] international newspaper, and new media—Guardian Abroad website, and guardian.co.uk[image: External link]. All the aforementioned were owned by The Scott Trust[image: External link], a charitable foundation existing between 1936 and 2008, which aimed to ensure the paper's editorial independence[image: External link] in perpetuity, maintaining its financial health to ensure it did not become vulnerable to take overs by for-profit media groups. At the beginning of October 2008, the Scott Trust's assets were transferred to a new limited company, The Scott Trust Limited, with the intention being that the original trust would be wound up.[98] Dame Liz Forgan[image: External link], chair of the Scott Trust, reassured staff that the purposes of the new company remained the same as under the previous arrangements.

The Guardian's ownership by the Scott Trust is probably a factor in its being the only British national daily to conduct (since 2003) an annual social, ethical and environmental audit[image: External link] in which it examines, under the scrutiny of an independent external auditor, its own behaviour as a company.[99] It is also the only British national daily newspaper to employ an internal ombudsman (called the "readers' editor") to handle complaints and corrections.

The Guardian and its parent groups participate in Project Syndicate[image: External link], established by George Soros[image: External link], and intervened in 1995 to save the Mail & Guardian[image: External link] in South Africa. However, Guardian Media Group sold the majority of its shares of the Mail & Guardian in 2002.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Guardian has been consistently loss-making. The National Newspaper division of GMG, which also includes The Observer, reported operating losses of £49.9m in 2006, up from £18.6m in 2005.[100] The paper is therefore heavily dependent on cross-subsidisation from profitable companies within the group.

The continual losses made by the National Newspaper division of the Guardian Media Group caused it to dispose of its Regional Media division by selling titles to competitor Trinity Mirror[image: External link] in March 2010. This included the flagship Manchester Evening News[image: External link], and severed the historic link between that paper and The Guardian. The sale was in order to safeguard the future of The Guardian newspaper as is the intended purpose of the Scott Trust.[101]

In June 2011 Guardian News and Media revealed increased annual losses of £33m and announced that it was looking to focus on its online edition for news coverage, leaving the print edition to contain more comments and features. It was also speculated that The Guardian might become the first British national daily paper to be fully online.[102][103]

For the three years up to June 2012, the paper lost £100,000 a day, which prompted Intelligent Life to question whether The Guardian could survive.[104]

Between 2007 and 2014 The Guardian Media Group sold all their side businesses, of regional papers and online portals for classifieds and consolidated, into The Guardian as sole product. The sales let them acquire a capital stock of £838.3m as of July 2014, supposed to guarantee the independence of The Guardian in perpetuity. In the first year, the paper made more losses than predicted, and in January 2016 the publishers announced, that The Guardian will cut 20 per cent of staff and costs within the next three years.[105]
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 "Membership" subscription scheme




In 2014, The Guardian launched a membership scheme.[106] The scheme aims to reduce the financial losses incurred by The Guardian without introducing a paywall[image: External link], thus maintaining open access to the website. Website readers can pay a monthly subscription, with three tiers available.[107]
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 Political stance and editorial opinion




Founded by textile traders and merchants, The Guardian had a reputation as "an organ of the middle class",[108] or in the words of C. P. Scott's son Ted, "a paper that will remain bourgeois to the last".[109] "I write for the Guardian," said Sir Max Hastings[image: External link] in 2005,[110] "because it is read by the new establishment," reflecting the paper's then-growing influence.

The Scott Trust[image: External link] describes one of its "core purposes" to be "to secure the financial and editorial independence of the Guardian in perpetuity: as a quality national newspaper without party affiliation; remaining faithful to its liberal tradition".[111][112] The paper's readership is generally on the mainstream left of British political opinion: a MORI[image: External link] poll taken between April and June 2000 showed that 80 per cent of Guardian readers were Labour Party voters;[113] according to another MORI poll taken in 2005, 48 per cent of Guardian readers were Labour voters and 34 per cent Liberal Democrat[image: External link] voters.[114] The newspaper's reputation as a platform for liberal[image: External link] and left-wing opinions has led to the use of the epithets "Guardian reader" and "Guardianista" for people holding such views, or as a negative stereotype of such people as middle class, earnest and politically correct[image: External link].[115][116]

Although the paper is often considered to be "linked inextricably" to the Labour Party,[112] three of The Guardian's four leader writers joined the more centrist Social Democratic Party[image: External link] on its foundation in 1981. The paper was enthusiastic in its support for Tony Blair[image: External link] in his successful bid to lead the Labour Party,[117] and to be elected Prime Minister.[118] On 19 January 2003, two months before the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], The Guardian reported: "Military intervention in the Middle East holds many dangers. But if we want a lasting peace it may be the only option. ... War with Iraq may yet not come, but, conscious of the potentially terrifying responsibility resting with the British Government, we find ourselves supporting the current commitment to a possible use of force."[119]

Then Guardian features editor Ian Katz, asserted in 2004 that "it is no secret we are a centre-left newspaper".[120] In 2008, Guardian columnist Jackie Ashley[image: External link] said that editorial contributors were a mix of "right-of-centre libertarians[image: External link], greens, Blairites, Brownites, Labourite but less enthusiastic Brownites, etc," and that the newspaper was "clearly left of centre and vaguely progressive". She also said that "you can be absolutely certain that come the next general election, The Guardian's stance will not be dictated by the editor, still less any foreign proprietor (it helps that there isn't one) but will be the result of vigorous debate within the paper".[121] The paper's comment and opinion pages, though often written by centre-left contributors such as Polly Toynbee[image: External link], have allowed some space for right-of-centre voices such as Max Hastings and Michael Gove[image: External link]. Since an editorial in 2000, The Guardian has favoured abolition of the British monarchy.[122]

In the run-up to the 2010 general election[image: External link], following a meeting of the editorial staff,[123] the paper declared its support for the Liberal Democrats, due in particular, to the party's stance on electoral reform[image: External link]. The paper suggested tactical voting[image: External link] to prevent a Conservative victory, given Britain's first-past-the-post[image: External link] electoral system.[124] At the 2015 election[image: External link], the paper switched its support to the Labour Party[image: External link]. The paper argued that Britain needed a new direction and Labour "speaks with more urgency than its rivals on social justice, standing up to predatory capitalism, on investment for growth, on reforming and strengthening the public realm, Britain's place in Europe and international development".[125]

Assistant Editor Michael White, in discussing media self-censorship in March 2011, says: "I have always sensed liberal, middle class ill-ease in going after stories about immigration, legal or otherwise, about welfare fraud or the less attractive tribal habits of the working class, which is more easily ignored altogether. Toffs, including royal ones, Christians, especially popes, governments of Israel, and US Republicans[image: External link] are more straightforward targets."[126]

In a 2013 interview for NPR[image: External link], the Guardian's Latin America correspondent Rory Carroll[image: External link] stated that many editors at The Guardian believed and continue to believe that they should support Hugo Chávez[image: External link] "because he was a standard-bearer for the left".[127]

In the 2015 Labour Party leadership election[image: External link], The Guardian supported Yvette Cooper[image: External link] and was critical of left-winger Jeremy Corbyn[image: External link], the successful candidate.[128] Although the majority of political columnists in The Guardian were against Corbyn winning, Owen Jones[image: External link], Seumas Milne[image: External link] and George Monbiot[image: External link] wrote supportive articles about him.[129]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Controversy




Journalist Glenn Greenwald[image: External link] of The Intercept, a former contributor to The Guardian, has accused The Guardian of falsifying the words of WikiLeaks[image: External link] founder Julian Assange[image: External link] in a report about the interview he gave to Italian newspaper La Repubblica. Greenwald wrote: "This article is about how those [Guardian's] false claims — fabrications, really — were spread all over the internet by journalists, causing hundreds of thousands of people (if not millions) to consume false news."[130] The Guardian later retracted[image: External link] its article about Assange.

Randeep Ramesh, Social Affairs Editors of The Guardian, has expressed his support for controversial charity CAGE[image: External link], a support organisation for people investigated due to terrorist connections.[131]
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 Circulation and format




The Guardian had a certified average daily circulation of 204,222 copies in December 2012 — a drop of 11.25 per cent on January 2012 — as compared to sales of 547,465 for The Daily Telegraph, 396,041 for The Times, and 78,082 for The Independent.[132] In March 2013, its average daily circulation had fallen to 193,586, according to the Audit Bureau of Circulations.[133] Circulation has continued to decline and stood at 161,091 in December 2016, a decline of 2.98 per cent year-on-year.[1]
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 Publication history




The first edition was published on 5 May 1821,[134] at which time The Guardian was a weekly, published on Saturdays and costing 7 d[image: External link]; the stamp duty[image: External link] on newspapers (4d per sheet) forced the price up so high that it was uneconomic to publish more frequently. When the stamp duty was cut in 1836, The Guardian added a Wednesday edition and with the abolition of the tax in 1855 it became a daily paper costing 2d.

In 1952, the paper took the step of printing news on the front page, replacing the adverts that had hitherto filled that space. Then-editor AP Wadsworth wrote: "It is not a thing I like myself, but it seems to be accepted by all the newspaper pundits that it is preferable to be in fashion."

In 1959, the paper dropped "Manchester" from its title, becoming simply The Guardian, and in 1964 it moved to London, losing some of its regional agenda but continuing to be heavily subsidised by sales of the more downmarket but more profitable Manchester Evening News. The financial position remained extremely poor into the 1970s; at one time it was in merger talks with The Times. The paper consolidated its centre-left stance during the 1970s and 1980s. It was both shocked and revitalised by the launch of The Independent in 1986 which competed for a similar readership and provoked the entire broadsheet industry into a fight for circulation.

On 12 February 1988, The Guardian had a significant redesign; as well as improving the quality of its printers' ink, it also changed its masthead to a juxtaposition of an italic[image: External link] Garamond[image: External link] "The", with a bold Helvetica[image: External link] "Guardian", that remained in use until the 2005 redesign.

In 1992, The Guardian relaunched its features section as G2, a tabloid-format supplement. This innovation was widely copied by the other "quality" broadsheets and ultimately led to the rise of "compact" papers and The Guardian's move to the Berliner format[image: External link]. In 1993 the paper declined to participate in the broadsheet price war[image: External link] started by Rupert Murdoch[image: External link]'s The Times. In June 1993, The Guardian bought The Observer from Lonrho[image: External link], thus gaining a serious Sunday sister newspaper[image: External link] with similar political views.

Its international weekly edition is now titled The Guardian Weekly, though it retained the title Manchester Guardian Weekly for some years after the home edition had moved to London. It includes sections from a number of other internationally significant newspapers of a somewhat left-of-centre inclination, including Le Monde[image: External link] and The Washington Post[image: External link]. The Guardian Weekly was also linked to a website for expatriates, Guardian Abroad, which was launched in 2007 but had been taken offline by 2012.
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 Moving to the Berliner paper format




The Guardian is printed in full colour,[135] and was the first newspaper in the UK to use the Berliner format for its main section, while producing sections and supplements in a range of page sizes including tabloid, approximately A4, and pocket-size (approximately A5).

In 2004, The Guardian announced plans to change to a Berliner or " midi[image: External link]" format, similar to that used by Die Tageszeitung[image: External link] in Germany, Le Monde[image: External link] in France and many other European papers. At 470×315 mm, this is slightly larger than a traditional tabloid[image: External link]. Planned for the autumn of 2005, this change followed moves by The Independent and The Times[image: External link] to start publishing in tabloid (or compact) format. On Thursday, 1 September 2005, The Guardian announced that it would launch the new format on Monday 12 September 2005.[136] Sister Sunday newspaper The Observer also changed to this new format on 8 January 2006.

The advantage The Guardian saw in the Berliner format was that, though it is only a little wider than a tabloid, and is equally easy to read on public transport, its greater height gives more flexibility in page design. The new presses mean that printing can go across the strip down the middle of the centre page, known as the "gutter", allowing the paper to print striking double-page pictures. The new presses also made it the first UK national paper to print in full colour on every page.

The format switch was accompanied by a comprehensive redesign of the paper's look. On Friday 9 September 2005, the newspaper unveiled its newly designed front page, which débuted on Monday 12 September 2005. Designed by Mark Porter[image: External link], the new look includes a new masthead[image: External link] for the newspaper, its first since 1988. A typeface family designed by Paul Barnes[image: External link] and Christian Schwartz[image: External link] was created for the new design. With just over 200 fonts, it is "one of the most ambitious custom type programs ever commissioned by a newspaper".[137][138] Especially notable is Guardian Egyptian[image: External link], a highly legible slab serif[image: External link] that is used in various weights for both text and headlines and is central to the redesign.

The switch cost Guardian Newspapers £80 million and involved setting up new printing presses in east London and Manchester. This was necessary because, before The Guardian's move, no printing presses in Britain could produce newspapers in the Berliner format. There were additional complications, as one of the paper's presses was part-owned by Telegraph Newspapers and Express Newspapers[image: External link], contracted to use the plant until 2009. Another press was shared with the Guardian Media Group's north-western tabloid local papers, which did not wish to switch to the Berliner format.
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 Reception




The new format was generally well received by Guardian readers, who were encouraged to provide feedback on the changes. The only controversy was over the dropping of the Doonesbury[image: External link] cartoon strip. The paper reported thousands of calls and emails complaining about its loss; within 24 hours the decision was reversed and the strip was reinstated the following week. G2 supplement editor Ian Katz, who was responsible for dropping it, apologised in the editors' blog saying, "I'm sorry, once again, that I made you—and the hundreds of fellow fans who have called our helpline or mailed our comments' address—so cross."[139] However, some readers were dissatisfied as the earlier deadline needed for the all-colour sports section meant coverage of late-finishing evening football matches became less satisfactory in the editions supplied to some parts of the country.

The investment was rewarded with a circulation rise. In December 2005, the average daily sale stood at 380,693, nearly 6 per cent higher than the figure for December 2004.[140] (However, as of December 2012, circulation had dropped to 204,222.)[141] In 2006, the US-based Society for News Design[image: External link] chose The Guardian and Polish daily Rzeczpospolita[image: External link] as the world's best-designed newspapers—from among 389 entries from 44 countries.[142]
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 Regular content and features




Each weekday The Guardian comes with the G2 supplement containing feature articles, columns, television and radio listings, and a quick crossword. Since the change to the Berliner format, there is a separate daily Sports section. Other regular supplements during the week are shown below.

Before the redesign in 2005, the main news section was in the large broadsheet format, but the supplements were all in the half-sized tabloid format, with the exception of the glossy Weekend section, which was a 290×245 mm magazine, and The Guide, which was in a small 225×145 mm format.

With the change of the main section to the Berliner format, the specialist sections are now printed as Berliner, as is a now-daily Sports section, but G2 has moved to a "magazine-sized" demi-Berliner format. A Thursday Technology section and daily science coverage in the news section replaced Life and Online. Weekend and The Guide are still in the same small formats as before the change.

On Monday to Thursday prior to the recession, the supplements carried substantial quantities of recruitment advertising, as well as editorial on their specialised topics. However, this has diminished since the onset of recession[citation needed[image: External link]], to the point that the supplements have been seriously contracted or no longer appear as independent sections. The formerly sixty-page-thick Society supplement (Wednesday) is now no more and has been absorbed into the main part of the paper.
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 G2 and other supplements




The following sections are in G2 every day from Monday to Friday: Arts, TV and Radio, Puzzles.


	Monday



In G2:


	
Charlie Brooker[image: External link]'s column

	Ask Hadley: fashion advice from Hadley Freeman[image: External link]




MediaGuardian:


	Media Monkey: gossip from the media sector




	Tuesday



EducationGuardian


	Wednesday



In G2:


	The Digested Read, by John Crace[image: External link]




SocietyGuardian (covers the British public sector[image: External link] and related issues)


	Thursday



In G2:


	Private Lives

	
Notes & Queries[image: External link] (readers' answers to reader's questions on almost any topic)



Formerly TechnologyGuardian (print version ceased to appear from 17 December 2009)[143]


	The "Free Our Data" campaign




	Friday



In G2:


	Lost in Showbiz by Marina Hyde[image: External link]




Film & Music supplement


	Saturday



The Guide (a weekly listings magazine[image: External link])


	Infomania (humorous statistical data on a topical personality or institution)



Weekend (supplement)


	
Tim Dowling[image: External link] (eponymous diary column)

	This Column Will Change Your Life by Oliver Burkeman[image: External link]


	
Yotam Ottolenghi[image: External link] (chef's recipes)

	Fiona Beckett on Wine, Fiona Beckett[image: External link]


	Ask Alys, Alys Fowler[image: External link]


	Motoring: on the road, Zoe Williams[image: External link]


	Why I love..., Bim Adewunmi


	Recipes from Thomasina Miers[image: External link]


	
Marina O'Loughlin[image: External link] on restaurants

	
Sali Hughes[image: External link] on beauty

	
Jess Cartner-Morley[image: External link] on fashion

	
Hadley Freeman[image: External link] weekend column



Cook


	Kitchen in Rome, Rachel Roddy




Review (covers literature, cinema, the arts)

Travel

Family

Sport
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 Regular cartoon strips





	
If...[image: External link] by Steve Bell[image: External link]


	Doonesbury[image: External link]

	
Loomus, by Steven Appleby[image: External link] (Saturday, in the Family section)

	
Clare in the Community[image: External link] (Wednesday, in the Society section)

	
Home-Clubber[image: External link] (Saturday, in the Guide section)



Editorial cartoonists[image: External link] Martin Rowson[image: External link] and Steve Bell[image: External link] have received hate mail[image: External link] for their treatment of topics that some deem controversial.[144]
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 Online media




Main article: theguardian.com[image: External link]


The Guardian and its Sunday sibling The Observer publish all their news online, with free access both to current news and an archive of three million stories. A third of the site's hits are for items over a month old.[145] As of May 2013, it was the most popular UK newspaper website with 8.2m unique visitors per month, just ahead of Mail Online[image: External link] with 7.6m unique monthly visitors.[146] In April 2011, MediaWeek[image: External link] reported that The Guardian was the fifth most popular newspaper site in the world.[147]

The Comment is Free[image: External link] section features columns by the paper's journalists and regular commentators, as well as articles from guest writers, including readers' comments and responses below. The section includes all the opinion pieces published in the paper itself, as well as many others that only appear online. Censorship is exercised by Moderators who can ban posts – with no right of appeal – by those who they feel have overstepped the mark. The Guardian has taken what they call a very "open" stance in delivering news, and have launched an open platform for their content. This allows external developers to easily use Guardian content in external applications, and even to feed third-party content back into the Guardian network.[148] The Guardian also had a number of talkboards that were noted for their mix of political discussion and whimsy, until they were closed on Friday, 25 February 2011.[149] They were spoofed in The Guardian's own regular humorous Chatroom column in G2. The spoof column purported to be excerpts from a chatroom on permachat.co.uk[image: External link], a real URL that pointed to The Guardian's talkboards.

In August 2013, a webshow titled Thinkfluencer[150] was launched by Guardian Multimedia in association with Arte[image: External link].

The paper has also launched a dating website, Soulmates,[151] and is experimenting with new media, having previously offered a free twelve part weekly podcast[image: External link] series by Ricky Gervais[image: External link].[152] In January 2006, Gervais' show topped the iTunes[image: External link] podcast chart having been downloaded by two million listeners worldwide,[153] and was scheduled to be listed in the 2007 Guinness Book of Records[image: External link] as the most downloaded podcast.[154]
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 GuardianFilms




In 2003, The Guardian started the film production company GuardianFilms, headed by journalist Maggie O'Kane. Much of the company's output is documentary made for television– and it has included Salam Pax[image: External link]'s Baghdad Blogger[image: External link] for BBC Two[image: External link]'s daily flagship Newsnight[image: External link], some of which have been shown in compilations by CNN International, Sex On The Streets and Spiked, both made for the UK's Channel 4[image: External link] television.[155]

"GuardianFilms was born in a sleeping bag in the Burmese rainforest[image: External link]," wrote O'Kane in 2003.[156] "I was a foreign correspondent for the paper, and it had taken me weeks of negotiations, dealing with shady contacts and a lot of walking to reach the cigar-smoking Karen twins– the boy soldiers who were leading attacks against the country's ruling junta. After I had reached them and written a cover story for the newspaper's G2 section, I got a call from the BBC's documentary department, which was researching a film on child soldiers. Could I give them all my contacts?

"The plight of the Karen people, who were forced into slave labour in the rainforest to build pipelines for oil companies (some of them British), was a tale of human suffering that needed to be told by any branch of the media that was interested. I handed over all the names and numbers I had, as well as details of the secret route through Thailand[image: External link] to get into Burma[image: External link]. Good girl. Afterwards– and not for the first time– it seemed to me that we at The Guardian should be using our resources ourselves. Instead of providing contact numbers for any independent TV company prepared to get on the phone to a journalist, we should make our own films."

According to GuardianFilms's own webpage, its international work has focused on training talented local journalists based on the premise that "the era of a traditional London or Washington based foreign correspondent or fireman is coming to an end and the world urgently needs a more searching, challenging journalism brought to us by people who speak the language and can secure access far beyond the 'Green Zone Journalist' limits of the traditional correspondent". It says it is especially focused on reporting the Muslim world in a more challenging manner, and has trained a number of journalists in Iraq, Afghanistan and Zimbabwe.[157]

GuardianFilms has received several broadcasting awards. In addition to two Amnesty International Media Awards in 2004 and 2005, The Baghdad Blogger: Salam Pax won a Royal Television Society Award in 2005. Baghdad: A Doctor's Story won an Emmy Award for Best International Current Affairs film in 2007.[158] In 2008, photojournalist Sean Smith's[image: External link] Inside the Surge won the Royal Television Society award for best international news film – the first time a newspaper has won such an award.[159][160] The same year, The Guardian's Katine[image: External link] website was awarded for its outstanding new media output at the One World Media awards. Again in 2008, GuardianFilms' undercover video report revealing vote rigging by Robert Mugabe[image: External link]'s Zanu PF[image: External link] party during the 2007 Zimbabwe election won best news programme of the year at the Broadcast Awards.[158][161]
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 References in popular culture




The paper's nickname The Grauniad (sometimes abbreviated as "Graun") originated with the satirical magazine Private Eye[image: External link].[162] This anagram[image: External link] played on The Guardian's early reputation for frequent typographical errors[image: External link], including misspelling its own name as The Gaurdian.[163]

The very first issue of the newspaper contained a number of errors, perhaps the most notable being a notification that there would soon be some goods sold at atction instead of auction. Fewer typographical errors are seen in the paper since the end of hot-metal typesetting[image: External link].[164] One Guardian writer, Keith Devlin[image: External link], suggested that the high number of observed misprints was due more to the quality of the readership than the misprints' greater frequency.[165] The fact that the newspaper was printed in Manchester until 1961 and the early, more error-prone, prints were sent to London by train may have contributed to this image as well.[166][167] When John Cole[image: External link] was appointed news editor by Alastair Hetherington[image: External link] in 1963, he sharpened the paper's comparatively "amateurish" setup.[168]
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 Awards
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 Received




The Guardian has been awarded the National Newspaper of the Year in 1999, 2005,[169] 2010[170] and 2013[11] by the British Press Awards[image: External link], and Front Page of the Year in 2002 ("A declaration of war", 12 September 2001).[169][171] It was also co-winner of the World's Best-designed Newspaper as awarded by the Society for News Design (2006).

Guardian journalists have won a range of British Press Awards, including:[169]


	Reporter of the Year (Nick Davies[image: External link], 1999; Paul Lewis[image: External link], 2009; Rob Evans & Paul Lewis, 2013);

	Foreign Reporter of the Year (James Meek[image: External link], 2003; Ghaith Abdul-Ahad[image: External link], 2007);

	Scoop of the Year (Millie Dowler phone hacked, 2011)

	Young Journalist of the Year (Emma Brockes[image: External link], 2000; Patrick Kingsley, 2013);

	Columnist of the Year (Polly Toynbee[image: External link], 2006; Charlie Brooker[image: External link], 2008);

	Critic of the Year (Marina O'Loughlin[image: External link], 2015);

	Feature Writer of the Year (Emma Brockes[image: External link], 2001; Tanya Gold[image: External link], 2009; Amelia Gentleman, 2010);[170]


	Cartoonist of the Year (Steve Bell[image: External link], 2002);

	Political Journalist of the Year (Patrick Wintour[image: External link], 2006; Andrew Sparrow, 2010);[170]


	Science & Health Journalist of the Year (Sarah Bosely, 2015);

	Business & Finance Journalist of the Year (Ian Griffiths, 2004; Simon Goodley, 2014);

	Interviewer of the Year (Decca Aitkenhead[image: External link], 2008);

	Sports Reporter of the Year (David Lacey, 2002);

	Sports Photographer of the Year (Tom Jenkins, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2015);

	Website of the Year (guardian.com/uk, 1999, 2001, 2007, 2008, 2015);

	Digital Journalist of the Year (Dan Milmo, 2001; Sean Smith, 2007; Dave Hill, 2008)

	Supplement of the Year (Guardian's Guides to..., 2006; Weekend Magazine, 2015)

	Special Supplement of the Year (World Cup 2010 Guide, 2010)



Other awards include:


	
Bevins Prize[image: External link] for investigative journalism (Paul Lewis[image: External link], 2010);

	
Martha Gellhorn Prize for Journalism[image: External link] (Nick Davies[image: External link], 1999; Chris McGreal[image: External link], 2003; Ghaith Abdul-Ahad[image: External link], 2005; Ian Cobain[image: External link], 2009).



The guardian.co.uk website won the Best Newspaper category three years running in 2005, 2006 and 2007 Webby Awards[image: External link], beating (in 2005) The New York Times[image: External link], The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] and Variety[image: External link].[172] It has been the winner for six years in a row of the British Press Awards for Best Electronic Daily Newspaper.[173] The site won an Eppy[image: External link] award from the US-based magazine Editor & Publisher in 2000 for the best-designed newspaper online service.[174] The website is known for its commentary on sporting events, particularly its over-by-over cricket commentary.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2007 the newspaper was ranked first in a study on transparency that analysed 25 mainstream English-language media vehicles, which was conducted by the International Center for Media and the Public Agenda of the University of Maryland[image: External link].[175] It scored 3.8 out of a possible 4.0.

The Guardian and The Washington Post shared the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for public service reporting[image: External link] for their coverage of the NSA's and GCHQ's worldwide electronic surveillance program and the document leaks by whistleblower Edward Snowden.[176]
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 Given




The Guardian is the sponsor of two major literary awards: The Guardian First Book Award[image: External link], established in 1999 as a successor to the Guardian Fiction Award[image: External link], which had run since 1965, and the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize[image: External link], founded in 1967. In recent years the newspaper has also sponsored the Hay Festival[image: External link] in Hay-on-Wye[image: External link].

The annual Guardian Student Media Awards[image: External link], founded in 1999, recognise excellence in journalism and design of British university and college student newspapers[image: External link], magazines and websites.

In memory of Paul Foot[image: External link], who died in 2004, The Guardian and Private Eye jointly set up the Paul Foot Award[image: External link], with an annual £10,000 prize fund, for investigative or campaigning journalism.[177]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Editors





	
John Edward Taylor[image: External link] (1821–44)

	
Jeremiah Garnett[image: External link] (1844–61) (jointly with Russell Scott Taylor in 1847–1848)

	Edward Taylor (1861–72)

	
Charles Prestwich Scott[image: External link] (1872–1929)

	
Ted Scott[image: External link] (1929–32)

	
William Percival Crozier[image: External link] (1932–44)

	Alfred Powell Wadsworth (1944–56)

	
Alastair Hetherington[image: External link] (1956–75)

	
Peter Preston[image: External link] (1975–95)

	
Alan Rusbridger[image: External link] (1995–2015)

	
Katharine Viner[image: External link] (2015–present)
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 Notable regular contributors (past and present)






	

	Columnists and journalists




	David Aaronovitch[image: External link]

	James Agate[image: External link]

	Ian Aitken[image: External link]

	Decca Aitkenhead[image: External link]

	Brian Aldiss[image: External link]

	Tariq Ali[image: External link]

	Araucaria[image: External link]

	John Arlott[image: External link]

	Mark Arnold-Forster[image: External link]

	Jackie Ashley[image: External link]

	Dilpazier Aslam[image: External link]

	Harriet Baber[image: External link]

	Nancy Banks-Smith[image: External link]

	Leonard Barden[image: External link]

	Laura Barton[image: External link]

	Catherine Bennett[image: External link]

	Marcel Berlins[image: External link]

	Michael Billington[image: External link]

	Heston Blumenthal[image: External link]

	Sidney Blumenthal[image: External link]

	Boutros Boutros-Ghali[image: External link]

	Frankie Boyle[image: External link]

	Mark Boyle[image: External link]

	Lloyd Bradley[image: External link]

	Russell Brand[image: External link]

	Emma Brockes[image: External link]

	Charlie Brooker[image: External link]

	Guy Browning[image: External link]

	Alex Brummer[image: External link]

	Inayat Bunglawala[image: External link]

	Madeleine Bunting[image: External link]

	Julie Burchill[image: External link]

	Simon Callow[image: External link]

	James Cameron[image: External link]

	Duncan Campbell[image: External link]

	Neville Cardus[image: External link]

	Damian Carrington

	Alexander Chancellor[image: External link]

	Felicity Cloake

	Kira Cochrane[image: External link]

	Mark Cocker[image: External link]

	Alistair Cooke[image: External link]

	GDH Cole[image: External link]

	John Cole[image: External link]

	Rosalind Coward[image: External link]

	Gavyn Davies[image: External link]

	Robin Denselow[image: External link]

	Beth Ditto[image: External link]

	Tim Dowling[image: External link]

	Terry Eagleton[image: External link]

	Larry Elliott[image: External link]

	Matthew Engel[image: External link]

	Edzard Ernst[image: External link]

	Harold Evans[image: External link]

	Evelyn Flinders[image: External link]

	Paul Foot[image: External link]

	Liz Forgan[image: External link]

	Brian J Ford[image: External link]

	Dawn Foster[image: External link]

	Michael Frayn[image: External link]

	Jonathan Freedland[image: External link]

	Hadley Freeman[image: External link]




	

	Timothy Garton Ash[image: External link]

	Tanya Gold[image: External link]

	Ben Goldacre[image: External link]

	Victor Gollancz[image: External link]

	Richard Gott[image: External link]

	AC Grayling[image: External link]

	Roy Greenslade[image: External link]

	Germaine Greer[image: External link]

	A Harry Griffin[image: External link]

	Ben Hammersley[image: External link]

	Clifford Harper[image: External link]

	Patrick Haseldine[image: External link]

	Max Hastings[image: External link]

	Roy Hattersley[image: External link]

	David Hencke[image: External link]

	Georgina Henry[image: External link]

	Isabel Hilton[image: External link]

	LT Hobhouse[image: External link]

	JA Hobson[image: External link]

	Tom Hodgkinson[image: External link]

	Will Hodgkinson[image: External link]

	Simon Hoggart[image: External link]

	Stewart Holden[image: External link]

	Clare Hollingworth[image: External link]

	Will Hutton[image: External link]

	Marina Hyde[image: External link]

	CLR James[image: External link]

	
Erwin James[image: External link] (pseudonym)

	Waldemar Januszczak[image: External link]

	Simon Jenkins[image: External link]

	Stanley Johnson[image: External link]

	Owen Jones[image: External link]

	Alex Kapranos[image: External link]

	Saeed Kamali Dehghan[image: External link]

	Victor Keegan[image: External link]

	Martin Kelner[image: External link]

	Emma Kennedy[image: External link]

	Maev Kennedy[image: External link]

	Martin Kettle[image: External link]

	Arthur Koestler[image: External link]

	Aleks Krotoski[image: External link]

	Mark Lawson[image: External link]

	David Leigh[image: External link]

	Rod Liddle[image: External link]

	
Sue Limb[image: External link] (as Dulcie Domum)

	Maureen Lipman[image: External link]

	Joris Luyendijk[image: External link]

	John Maddox[image: External link]

	Derek Malcolm[image: External link]

	Johnjoe McFadden[image: External link]

	Dan McDougall[image: External link]

	Neil McIntosh[image: External link]

	David McKie[image: External link]

	Gareth McLean[image: External link]

	Anna Minton[image: External link]

	George Monbiot[image: External link]

	CE Montague[image: External link]

	Suzanne Moore[image: External link]

	Malcolm Muggeridge[image: External link]




	

	James Naughtie[image: External link]

	Richard Norton-Taylor[image: External link]

	Maggie O'Kane[image: External link]

	
Susie Orbach[image: External link][178]


	Greg Palast[image: External link]

	David Pallister[image: External link]

	Michael Parkinson[image: External link]

	'Salam Pax[image: External link]'

	Jim Perrin[image: External link]

	Melanie Phillips[image: External link]

	Helen Pidd[image: External link]

	John Pilger[image: External link]

	Anna Politkovskaya[image: External link]

	Peter Preston[image: External link]

	Tim Radford[image: External link]

	Arthur Ransome[image: External link]

	Adam Raphael[image: External link]

	Andrew Rawnsley[image: External link]

	Brian Redhead[image: External link]

	James H Reeve[image: External link]

	Gillian Reynolds[image: External link]

	Jon Ronson[image: External link]

	Mike Selvey[image: External link]

	Norman Shrapnel[image: External link]

	Frank Sidebottom[image: External link]

	Michael Simkins[image: External link]

	Posy Simmonds[image: External link]

	Howard Spring[image: External link]

	Jean Stead[image: External link]

	David Steel[image: External link]

	Jonathan Steele[image: External link]

	Mary Stott[image: External link]

	Allegra Stratton[image: External link]

	John Sutherland[image: External link]

	RH Tawney[image: External link]

	AJP Taylor[image: External link]

	Simon Tisdall[image: External link]

	Arnold Toynbee[image: External link]

	Polly Toynbee[image: External link]

	Jill Tweedie[image: External link]

	Bibi Van der Zee[image: External link]

	FA Voigt[image: External link]

	Ed Vulliamy[image: External link]

	Hank Wangford[image: External link]

	Jonathan Watts[image: External link]

	Brian Whitaker[image: External link]

	Michael White[image: External link]

	Ann Widdecombe[image: External link]

	Zoe Williams[image: External link]

	Ted Wragg[image: External link]

	Hugo Young[image: External link]

	Gary Younge[image: External link]

	Xue Xinran[image: External link]

	Tony Zappone[image: External link]

	Slavoj Žižek[image: External link]

	
Victor Zorza[image: External link][179]





	

	Cartoonists




	David Austin[image: External link]

	Steve Bell[image: External link]

	Joe Berger[image: External link]

	Berger & Wyse[image: External link]

	Berke Breathed[image: External link]

	Biff[image: External link]

	Peter Clarke[image: External link]

	Les Gibbard[image: External link]

	John Kent[image: External link]

	Jamie Lenman[image: External link]

	David Low[image: External link]

	Martin Rowson[image: External link]

	Posy Simmonds[image: External link]

	Garry Trudeau[image: External link]




	Satirists




	Jeremy Hardy[image: External link]

	Armando Iannucci[image: External link]

	Terry Jones[image: External link]

	
Craig Brown[image: External link] as "Bel Littlejohn"

	John O'Farrell[image: External link]

	Mark Steel[image: External link]




	Experts




	Tim Atkin[image: External link]

	Matthew Fort[image: External link]

	Malcolm Gluck[image: External link]

	Tim Hayward[image: External link]

	Jack Schofield




	Photographers and picture editors




	Herbert Walter Doughty (The Manchester Guardian's first photographer, July 1908)

	Eamonn McCabe[image: External link]

	Sean Smith[image: External link]
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 Guardian News & Media Archive




The Guardian and its sister newspaper The Observer opened The Newsroom, an archive and visitor centre in London, in 2002. The centre preserved and promoted the histories and values of the newspapers through its archive, educational programmes and exhibitions. The Newsroom's activities were all transferred to Kings Place[image: External link] in 2008.[180] Now known as the Guardian News & Media Archive, the archive preserves and promotes the histories and values of The Guardian and The Observer newspapers by collecting and making accessible material that provides an accurate and comprehensive history of the papers. The archive holds official records of The Guardian and The Observer and also seeks to acquire material from individuals who have been associated with the papers. As well as corporate records, the archive holds correspondence, diaries, notebooks, original cartoons and photographs belonging to staff of the papers.[181] This material may be consulted by members of the public by prior appointment. There is also an extensive Manchester Guardian archive at the University of Manchester[image: External link]'s John Rylands University Library[image: External link] and there is a collaboration programme between the two archives. The British Library[image: External link] also has a large archive of The Manchester Guardian, available in online, hard copy, microform, and CD-ROM in their British Library Newspapers collection.

In November 2007 The Guardian and The Observer made their archives available over the internet via DigitalArchive. The current extent of the archives available are 1821 to 2000 for The Guardian and 1791 to 2000 for The Observer: these archives will eventually run up to 2003.

The Newsroom's other components were also transferred to Kings Place in 2008. The Guardian's Education Centre provides a range of educational programmes for students and adults. The Guardian's exhibition space was also moved to Kings Place, and has a rolling programme of exhibitions that investigate and reflect upon aspects of news and newspapers and the role of journalism. This programme often draws on the archive collections held in the GNM Archive.
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Lionel Messi





"Messi" redirects here. For the 2014 film, see Messi (2014 film)[image: External link]. For the 2017 film, see Messi (2017 film)[image: External link].

Lionel Andrés "Leo" Messi[note 1] (Spanish pronunciation: [ljoˈnel anˈdɾes ˈmesi][image: External link] ( listen[image: External link]); born 24 June 1987) is an Argentine professional footballer who plays as a forward for Spanish club FC Barcelona and the Argentina national team[image: External link]. Often considered the best player in the world and regarded by many as the greatest of all time, Messi is the only player in history to win five FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link] awards, four of which he won consecutively, and the first to win three European Golden Shoes[image: External link].[note 2] With Barcelona he has won eight La Liga titles, four UEFA Champions League titles, and four Copas del Rey[image: External link], among other trophies. Both a prolific goalscorer and a creative playmaker, Messi holds the records for most official goals scored in La Liga[image: External link] (347), a La Liga season[image: External link] (50) and a club football season in Europe[image: External link] (73), as well as those for most assists made in La Liga (137) and the Copa América[image: External link] (11). He has scored over 500 senior career goals[image: External link] for club and country.

Born and raised in central Argentina, Messi was diagnosed with a growth hormone deficiency[image: External link] as a child. At age 13, he relocated to Spain to join Barcelona, who agreed to pay for his medical treatment. After a fast progression through Barcelona's youth academy, Messi made his competitive debut aged 17 in October 2004. Despite being injury-prone during his early career, he established himself as an integral player for the club within the next three years, finishing 2007 as a finalist for both the Ballon d'Or[image: External link] and FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] award, a feat he repeated the following year. His first uninterrupted campaign came in the 2008–09 season, during which he helped Barcelona achieve the first treble[image: External link] in Spanish football. At 22 years old, Messi won the Ballon d'Or and FIFA World Player of the Year award by record voting margins.

Three successful seasons followed, with Messi winning three consecutive FIFA Ballons d'Or, including an unprecedented fourth. His personal best campaign to date was the 2011–12 season, in which he set the La Liga and European records for most goals scored in a single season, while establishing himself as Barcelona's all-time top scorer[image: External link] in official competitions in March 2012. He again struggled with injury during the following two seasons, twice finishing second for the Ballon d'Or behind Cristiano Ronaldo, his perceived career rival[image: External link]. Messi regained his best form during the 2014–15 campaign, breaking the all-time goalscoring records in both La Liga and the Champions League[image: External link] in November 2014,[note 3] and led Barcelona to a historic second treble.

An Argentine international, Messi is his country's all-time leading goalscorer[image: External link]. At youth level, he won the 2005 FIFA World Youth Championship[image: External link], finishing the tournament with both the Golden Ball and Golden Shoe[image: External link], and an Olympic gold medal[image: External link] at the 2008 Summer Olympics[image: External link]. His style of play as a diminutive, left-footed dribbler[image: External link] drew comparisons with compatriot Diego Maradona[image: External link], who declared the teenager his successor[image: External link]. After making his senior debut in August 2005, Messi became the youngest Argentine to play and score in a FIFA World Cup[image: External link] during the 2006 edition[image: External link], and reached the final of the 2007 Copa América[image: External link], where he was named young player of the tournament. As the squad's captain from August 2011, he led Argentina to three consecutive finals: the 2014 World Cup[image: External link], for which he won the Golden Ball[image: External link], and the 2015[image: External link] and 2016 Copas América[image: External link].
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 Early life




Lionel Andrés Messi was born on 24 June 1987 in Rosario[image: External link], the third of four children of Jorge Messi, a steel factory manager, and his wife Celia Cuccittini, who worked in a magnet manufacturing workshop. On his father's side, he is of Italian[image: External link] and Spanish[image: External link] descent, the great-grandson of immigrants from Marche[image: External link] and Catalonia[image: External link], and on his mother's side, he has primarily Italian ancestry.[2] Growing up in a tight-knit, football-loving family, "Leo" developed a passion for the sport from an early age, playing constantly with his older brothers, Rodrigo and Matías, and his cousins, Maximiliano[image: External link] and Emanuel Biancucchi[image: External link], both of whom became professional footballers.[6] At the age of four he joined local club Grandoli, where he was coached by his father, though his earliest influence as a player came from his maternal grandmother, Celia, who accompanied him to training and matches.[7] He was greatly affected by her death, shortly before his eleventh birthday; since then, as a devout Catholic, he has celebrated his goals by looking up and pointing to the sky in tribute of his grandmother.[8][9]




"When you saw him you would think: this kid can't play ball. He's a dwarf, he's too fragile, too small. But immediately you'd realise that he was born different, that he was a phenomenon and that he was going to be something impressive."





—Newell's Old Boys[image: External link] youth coach Adrián Coria[image: External link] shares his first impression of the 12-year-old Messi.[10]


A lifelong supporter of Newell's Old Boys[image: External link], Messi joined the Rosario club when he was six years old. During the six years he played for Newell's, he scored almost 500 goals as a member of "The Machine of '87", the near-unbeatable youth side named for the year of their birth, and regularly entertained crowds by performing ball tricks during half-time of the first team's home games.[11][12] However, his future as a professional player was threatened when, at age 10, he was diagnosed with a growth hormone deficiency[image: External link]. As his father's health insurance covered only two years of growth hormone treatment[image: External link], which cost at least $[image: External link]1,000 per month, Newell's agreed to contribute, but later reneged on their promise.[13] He was scouted by Buenos Aires club River Plate[image: External link], whose playmaker, Pablo Aimar[image: External link], he idolised, but they were also unable to pay for his treatment due to the country's economic collapse[image: External link].[14][15]

As the Messi family had relatives in Catalonia, they sought to arrange a trial with Barcelona in September 2000. First team director Charly Rexach[image: External link] immediately wanted to sign him, but the board of directors hesitated; at the time it was highly unusual for European clubs to sign foreign players of such a young age. On 14 December, an ultimatum was issued for Barcelona to prove their commitment, and Rexach, with no other paper at hand, offered a contract on a paper napkin.[14][16] In February 2001, the family relocated to Barcelona, where they moved into an apartment near the club's stadium, Camp Nou[image: External link]. During his first year in Spain, Messi rarely played with the Infantiles due to a transfer conflict with Newell's; as a foreigner, he could only be fielded in friendlies and the Catalan league. Without football, he struggled to integrate into the team; already reserved by nature, he was so quiet that his teammates initially believed he was mute. At home, he suffered from homesickness after his mother moved back to Rosario with his brothers and little sister, María Sol, while he stayed in Barcelona with his father.[11][16][17]

After a year at Barcelona's youth academy, La Masia[image: External link], Messi was finally enrolled in the Royal Spanish Football Federation[image: External link] (RFEF) in February 2002. Now playing in all competitions, he befriended his teammates, among whom were Cesc Fàbregas and Gerard Piqué.[18] After completing his growth hormone treatment aged 14,[19] Messi became an integral part of the "Baby Dream Team", Barcelona's greatest-ever youth side. During his first full season (2002–03), he was top scorer with 36 goals in 30 games for the Cadetes A, who won an unprecedented treble of the league and both the Spanish and Catalan cups.[18][20] The Copa Catalunya final, a 4–1 victory over Espanyol[image: External link], became known in club lore as the partido de la máscara, the final of the mask. A week after suffering a broken cheekbone during a league match, Messi was allowed to start the game on the condition that he wear a plastic protector; soon hindered by the mask, he took it off and scored two goals in 10 minutes before his substitution.[21] At the close of the season, he received an offer to join Arsenal[image: External link], his first from a foreign club, but while Fàbregas and Piqué soon left for England, he chose to remain in Barcelona.[16][22][23]
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 Barcelona
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 2003–05: Rise to the first team







"It seemed as if he had been playing with us all his life."





—Barcelona's then assistant coach Henk Ten Cate[image: External link] on Messi's first-team debut.[24]


During the 2003–04 season[image: External link], his fourth with Barcelona, Messi rapidly progressed through the club's ranks, debuting for a record five teams in a single campaign. After being named player of the tournament in four international pre-season competitions with the Juveniles B, he played only one official match with the team before being promoted to the Juveniles A[image: External link], where he scored 18 goals in 11 league games.[25][26] Messi was then one of several youth players called up to strengthen a depleted first team during the international break. French Winger Ludovic Giuly[image: External link] explained how a teenage Leo caught the eye in a training session with Frank Rijkaard[image: External link]'s first team: "He destroyed us all... They were kicking him all over the place to avoid being ridiculed by this kid, he just got up and kept on playing. He would dribble past four players and score a goal. Even the team's starting centre-backs were nervous. He was an alien."[27] At 16 years, four months, and 23 days old, he made his first team debut when he came on in the 75th minute during a friendly against José Mourinho's Porto[image: External link] on 16 November 2003.[16][28] His performance, creating two chances and a shot on goal, impressed the technical staff, and he subsequently began training daily with the club's reserve side, Barcelona B[image: External link], as well as weekly with the first team.[29] After his first training session with the senior squad, Barça's new star player, Ronaldinho, told his teammates that he believed the 16-year-old would become an even better player than himself.[30] Ronaldinho soon befriended Messi, whom he called "little brother", which greatly eased his transition into the first team.[31][32]

To gain further match experience, Messi joined Barcelona C[image: External link] in addition to the Juveniles A, playing his first game for the third team on 29 November. He helped save them from the relegation zone of the Tercera División[image: External link], scoring five goals in ten games, including a hat-trick in eight minutes during a Copa del Rey match while man-marked by Sevilla[image: External link]'s Sergio Ramos.[25][33] His progress was reflected in his first professional contract, signed on 4 February 2004, which lasted until 2012 and contained an initial buyout clause[image: External link] of €30 million. A month later, on 6 March, he made his debut for Barcelona B in the Segunda División B[image: External link], and his buyout clause automatically increased to €80 million.[25][34] He played five games with the B team that season but did not score.[35] Physically he was weaker than his opponents, who were often much older and taller, and in training he worked on increasing his muscle mass and overall strength in order to be able to shake off defenders. Towards the end of the season, he returned to both youth teams, helping the Juveniles B win the league. He finished the campaign having scored for four of his five teams with a total of 36 goals in all official competitions.[25][33]

During the 2004–05 season[image: External link], Messi was a guaranteed starter for the B team, playing 17 games throughout the campaign and scoring on six occasions.[30][36] Since his debut the previous November, he had not been called up to the first team again, but in October 2004, the senior players asked manager Frank Rijkaard to promote him.[30] Since Ronaldinho already played on the left wing, Rijkaard moved Messi from his usual position onto the right flank (though initially against the player's wishes), allowing him to cut into the centre of the pitch and shoot with his dominant left foot.[37][38] Messi made his league debut during the next match on 16 October, against Espanyol, coming on in the 82nd minute.[16] At 17 years, three months, and 22 days old, he was at the time the youngest player to represent Barcelona in an official competition.[32] As a substitute player, he played only 77 minutes in nine matches for the first team that season, including his debut in the UEFA Champions League against Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link].[36][39] He scored his first senior goal on 1 May 2005, against Albacete[image: External link], from an assist by Ronaldinho, becoming – at that time – the youngest-ever scorer for the club.[37][40] Barcelona, in their second season under Rijkaard, won the league[image: External link] for the first time in six years.[41]
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 2005–08: Making the starting eleven







"In my entire life I have never seen a player of such quality and personality at such a young age, particularly wearing the 'heavy' shirt of one of the world's great clubs."





—Fabio Capello[image: External link] praises the 18-year-old Messi following the Joan Gamper trophy[image: External link] in August 2005.[42]


On 24 June 2005, his 18th birthday, Messi signed his first contract as a senior team player. It made him a Barcelona player until 2010, two years less than his previous contract, but his buyout clause increased to €150 million.[34] His breakthrough came two months later, on 24 August, during the Joan Gamper Trophy[image: External link], Barcelona's pre-season competition. A starter for the first time, he gave a well-received performance against Fabio Capello[image: External link]'s Juventus[image: External link], receiving an ovation from the Camp Nou.[42] While Capello requested to loan Messi, a bid to buy him came from Inter Milan[image: External link], who were willing to pay his buyout clause and triple his wages. According to then-president Joan Laporta, it was the only time the club faced a real risk of losing Messi, but he ultimately decided to stay.[43] On 16 September, his contract was updated for the second time in three months and extended to 2014.[34][44]

Due to issues regarding his legal status in the Royal Spanish Football Federation, Messi missed the start of La Liga, but on 26 September, he acquired Spanish citizenship and became eligible to play.[44][45] Wearing the number 19 shirt, he gradually established himself as the first-choice right winger, forming an attacking trio with Ronaldinho and striker Samuel Eto'o.[23][46][47] He was in the starting line-up in major matches like his first Clásico[image: External link] against rivals Real Madrid on 19 November, as well as Barcelona's away victory over Chelsea[image: External link] in the last 16 round of the Champions League[image: External link], where he played his best match to that point.[48][46] After he had scored 8 goals in 25 games, including his first in the Champions League,[49] his season ended prematurely during the return leg against Chelsea on 7 March 2006, when he suffered a torn hamstring. Messi worked to regain fitness in time for the Champions League final[image: External link], but on 17 May, the day of the final, he was eventually ruled out. He was so disappointed that he did not celebrate his team's victory over Arsenal in Paris[image: External link], something he later came to regret.[41][46]

While Barcelona began a gradual decline, the 19-year-old Messi established himself as one of the best players in the world during the 2006–07 campaign[image: External link].[50][51] Already an idol to the culés[image: External link], the club's supporters, he scored 17 goals in 36 games across all competitions.[51][52] However, he continued to be plagued by major injuries; a metatarsal fracture sustained on 12 November 2006 kept him out of action for three months.[53][54] He recovered in time for the last 16 round[image: External link] of the Champions League against Liverpool[image: External link], but was effectively marked out of the game; Barcelona, the reigning champions, were out of the competition.[55] In the league[image: External link], his goal contribution increased towards the end of the season; 11 of his 14 goals came from the last 13 games.[52] On 10 March 2007, he scored his first hat-trick in a Clásico, the first player to do so in 12 years, equalising after each goal by Real Madrid to end the match in a 3–3 draw in extra time.[56] His growing importance to the club was reflected in a new contract, signed that month, which greatly increased his wages.[57]

Already frequently compared to compatriot Diego Maradona[image: External link], Messi proved their similarity when he nearly replicated Maradona's two most famous goals in the span of three weeks.[58] During a Copa del Rey[image: External link] semi-final against Getafe[image: External link] on 18 April, he scored a goal remarkably similar to Maradona's goal in the quarter-finals of the 1986 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], known as the Goal of the Century[image: External link]. Messi collected the ball on the right side near the halfway line, ran 60 metres (200 ft), and beat five defenders before scoring with an angled finish, just as Maradona had done.[14][59] A league match against Espanyol on 9 June saw him score by launching himself at the ball and guiding it past the goalkeeper with his hand in similar fashion to Maradona's Hand of God goal[image: External link] in the same World Cup match.[60] As Messi continued his individual rise, Barcelona faltered; the team failed to reach the Copa del Rey final after Messi was rested during the second leg against Getafe and lost the league to Real Madrid on head-to-head results.[61][62]

After Ronaldinho lost form, Messi became Barça's new star player at only 20 years old, receiving the nickname "Messiah" from the Spanish media.[14][63][64] His efforts in 2007 also earned him award recognition; journalists voted him the third-best player of the year[image: External link] for the Ballon d'Or[image: External link], behind Kaká and runner-up Cristiano Ronaldo, while international managers and national team captains voted him second[image: External link] for the FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] award, again behind Kaká.[65][66] Although he managed to score 16 goals during the 2007–08 campaign[image: External link],[67] the second half of his season was again marred by injuries after he suffered a torn hamstring on 15 December.[68] He returned to score twice in their away victory against Celtic[image: External link] in the last 16 round of the Champions League, becoming the competition's top scorer at that point with six goals,[69] but reinjured himself during the return leg on 4 March 2008. Rijkaard had fielded him despite warning from the medical staff, leading captain Carles Puyol[image: External link] to criticise the Spanish media for pressuring Messi to play every match.[68] Barcelona finished the season without trophies, eliminated in the Champions League semi-finals[image: External link] by the eventual champions, Manchester United[image: External link], and placed third in the league[image: External link].[70]

After two unsuccessful seasons, Barcelona were in need of an overhaul, leading to the departure of Rijkaard and Ronaldinho. Upon the latter's departure, Messi was given the number 10 shirt.[47] He signed a new contract in July 2008 on an annual salary of €7.8 million, becoming the club's highest-paid player.[71][72] Ahead of the new season, a major concern remained his frequent muscular injuries, which had left him side-lined for a total of eight months between 2006 and 2008. To combat the problem, the club implemented new training, nutrition, and lifestyle regimens, and assigned him a personal physiotherapist, who would travel with him during call-ups for the Argentina national team[image: External link]. As a result, Messi remained virtually injury-free during the next four years, allowing him to reach his full potential.[54][73] Despite his injuries early in the year, his performances in 2008 saw him again voted runner-up for the Ballon d'Or[image: External link] and the FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] award, both times behind Cristiano Ronaldo.[65][74]
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 2009–11: Sustained success




In his first uninterrupted campaign, the 2008–09 season[image: External link], he scored 38 goals in 51 games, contributing alongside Eto'o and winger Thierry Henry to a total of 100 goals in all competitions, a record at the time for the club.[75][76]

During his first season under Barcelona's new manager, former captain Pep Guardiola[image: External link], Messi played mainly on the right wing, like he had under Rijkaard, though this time as a false winger with the freedom to cut inside and roam the centre. During the Clásico on 2 May 2009, however, he played for the first time as a false nine[image: External link], positioned as a centre-forward but dropping deep into midfield to link up with Xavi and Andrés Iniesta. He assisted with a chip[image: External link] his side's first goal and scored twice to end the match in an emphatic 6–2 victory, the team's greatest-ever score at Real Madrid's Santiago Bernabéu Stadium[image: External link].[77][78] Returning to the wing, he played his first final since breaking into the first team on 13 May, scoring once and assisting a second goal as Barcelona defeated Athletic Bilbao[image: External link] 4–1[image: External link] to win the Copa del Rey.[79] With 23 league goals from Messi that season, Barcelona became La Liga champions[image: External link] three days later and achieved its fifth double[image: External link].[75][80]

As the season's Champions League top scorer[image: External link] with nine goals, the youngest in the tournament's history,[81] Messi scored two goals and assisted two more to ensure a 4–0 quarter-final victory over Bayern Munich[image: External link].[77] He returned as a false nine during the final[image: External link] on 27 May in Rome[image: External link] against Manchester United. Barcelona were crowned champions of Europe by winning the match 2–0, the second goal coming from a Messi header over goalkeeper Edwin van der Sar[image: External link]. Barcelona thus achieved the first treble[image: External link] in the history of Spanish football.[82][83] This success was reflected in a new contract, signed on 18 September, which committed Messi to the club through 2016 with a new buyout clause of €250 million, while his salary increased to €12 million.[71] His team's prosperity continued into the second half of 2009, as Barcelona became the first club to achieve the sextuple, winning six top-tier trophies in a single year.[84] After victories in the Supercopa de España and UEFA Super Cup[image: External link] in August, Barcelona won the FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] against Estudiantes de La Plata on 19 December, with Messi scoring the winning 2–1 goal with his chest.[85] At 22 years old, Messi won the Ballon d'Or[image: External link] and the FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] award, both times by the greatest voting margin in each trophy's history.[65]




"Messi is the best player in the world by some distance. He's like a PlayStation. He can take advantage of every mistake we make."





—Arsène Wenger commends Messi for his four–goal display against Arsenal[image: External link] in April 2010.[86]


Unsatisfied with his position on the right wing, Messi resumed playing as a false nine in early 2010, beginning with a Champions League last 16-round match against VfB Stuttgart[image: External link]. After a first-leg draw, Barcelona won the second leg 4–0 with two goals and an assist from Messi. At that point, he effectively became the tactical focal point of Guardiola's team, and his goalscoring rate increased.[87] Messi scored a total of 47 goals in all competitions that season[image: External link], equaling Ronaldo's club record from the 1996–97 campaign.[88][89] He notably scored all of his side's four goals in the Champions League quarter-final against Arsène Wenger's Arsenal on 6 April while becoming Barcelona's all-time top scorer in the competition.[90][91] Although Barcelona were eliminated in the Champions League semi-finals[image: External link] by the eventual champions, Inter Milan, Messi finished the season as top scorer (with 8 goals) for the second consecutive year.[92] As the league's top scorer with 34 goals (again tying Ronaldo's record), he helped Barcelona win a second consecutive La Liga[image: External link] trophy with only a single defeat.[89][93]

Messi secured Barcelona's first trophy of the 2010–11 campaign[image: External link], the Supercopa de España, by scoring a hat-trick in his side's second-leg 4–0 victory over Sevilla, after a first-leg defeat.[94] Assuming a playmaking role, he was again instrumental in a Clásico on 29 November 2010, the first with José Mourinho in charge of Real Madrid, as Barcelona defeated their rivals 5–0.[95] Messi helped the team achieve 16 consecutive league victories, a record in Spanish football, concluding with another hat-trick against Atlético Madrid[image: External link] on 5 February 2011.[96][97] His club performances in 2010 earned him[image: External link] the inaugural FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link], an amalgamation of the Ballon d'Or and the FIFA World Player of the Year award, though his win was met with some criticism due to his lack of success with Argentina at the 2010 FIFA World Cup[image: External link].[65][98] Under the award's old format, he would have placed just outside the top three, owing his win to the votes from the international coaches and captains.[98]

Towards the end of the season, Barcelona played four Clásicos in the span of 18 days. A league match on 16 April ended in a draw after a penalty from Messi. After Barcelona lost the Copa del Rey final[image: External link] four days later, Messi scored both goals in his side's 2–0 win in the first leg of the Champions League semi-finals[image: External link], the second of which – a dribble past three players – was acclaimed as one of the best ever in the competition.[citation needed[image: External link]] Although he did not score, he was again important in the second-leg draw that sent Barcelona through to the Champions League final,[17][99][100] where they faced Manchester United in a repeat of the final two years earlier. As the competition's top scorer for the third consecutive year, with 12 goals, Messi gave a man-of-the-match performance at Wembley[image: External link] on 28 May, scoring the match-winning goal of Barça's 3–1 victory[image: External link].[101][102] Barcelona won a third consecutive La Liga title[image: External link]. In addition to his 31 goals, Messi was also the league's top assist provider with 18.[103][104] He finished the season[image: External link] with 53 goals and 24 assists in all competitions, becoming Barcelona's all-time single-season top scorer and the first player in Spanish football to reach the 50-goal benchmark.[103][105][106][107]

As Messi developed into a combination of a number 8 (a creator), a 9 (scorer), and a 10 (assistant),[citation needed[image: External link]] he scored an unprecedented 73 goals and provided 29 assists in all club competitions during the 2011–12 season[image: External link], producing a hat-trick or more on 10 occasions.[108][109][110] He began the campaign by helping Barcelona win both the Spanish and European Super Cups; in the Supercopa de España, he scored three times to achieve a 5–4 aggregate victory[image: External link] over Real Madrid, overtaking Raúl[image: External link] as the competition's all-time top scorer with eight goals.[111][112] At the close of the year, on 18 December, he scored twice in the FIFA Club World Cup final, a 4–0 victory[image: External link] over Santos[image: External link], earning the Golden Ball[image: External link] as the best player of the tournament, as he had done two years previously.[113] For his efforts in 2011, he again received[image: External link] the FIFA Ballon d'Or, becoming only the fourth player in history to win the Ballon d'Or three times, after Johan Cruyff[image: External link], Michel Platini, and Marco van Basten.[114] Additionally, he won the inaugural UEFA Best Player in Europe Award[image: External link], a revival of the old-style Ballon d'Or.[115] By then, Messi was already widely considered one of the best footballers in history, alongside players like Diego Maradona and Pelé[image: External link].[17]
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 2012: A record-breaking year







"I feel sorry for those who want to compete for Messi's throne – it's impossible, this kid is unique."





—Pep Guardiola[image: External link] after Messi became Barcelona's all-time top scorer at age 24 in March 2012[116][117]


As Messi maintained his goalscoring form into the second half of the season, the year 2012 saw him break several longstanding records. On 7 March, two weeks after scoring four goals in a league fixture against Valencia[image: External link], he scored five times[image: External link] in a Champions League last 16-round match against Bayer Leverkusen[image: External link], an unprecedented achievement in the history of the competition.[118][119] In addition to being the joint top assist provider with five assists, this feat made him top scorer with 14 goals, tying José Altafini[image: External link]'s record from the 1962–63 season, as well as becoming only the second player after Gerd Müller[image: External link] to be top scorer in four campaigns.[120][121] Two weeks later, on 20 March, Messi became the top goalscorer in Barcelona's history at 24 years old, overtaking the 57-year record of César Rodríguez[image: External link]'s 232 goals with a hat-trick against Granada[image: External link].[117]

Despite Messi's individual form, Barcelona's four-year cycle of success under Guardiola – one of the greatest eras in the club's history – drew to an end.[122] Although Barcelona won the Copa del Rey against Athletic Bilbao on 25 May, its 14th title of that period, the team had lost the league to Real Madrid and was eliminated in the Champions League semi-finals by the eventual champions, Chelsea, with Messi sending a crucial second-leg penalty kick against the crossbar.[123][124] In Barça's last home league match on 5 May, against Espanyol, Messi scored all four goals before approaching the bench to embrace Guardiola, who had announced his resignation as manager.[125] He finished the season[image: External link] as league top scorer in Spain and Europe for a second time, with 50 goals, an all-time La Liga record, while his 73 goals in all competitions[image: External link] surpassed Gerd Müller's 67 goals in the 1972–73 Bundesliga[image: External link] season, making him the single-season top scorer in the history of European club football.[126][127]

Under manager Tito Vilanova[image: External link], who had first coached him aged 14 at La Masia, Messi helped the club achieve its best-ever start to a La Liga season during the second half of the year, amassing 55 points by the competition's midway point, a record in Spanish football.[128][129] A double scored on 9 December against Real Betis[image: External link] saw Messi break two longstanding records: he surpassed César Rodríguez's record of 190 league goals, becoming Barcelona's all-time top scorer in La Liga, and Gerd Müller's record of most goals scored in a calendar year, overtaking his 85 goals scored in 1972 for Bayern Munich and Germany[image: External link].[130] Messi sent Müller a number 10 Barcelona shirt, signed "with respect and admiration", after breaking his 40-year record.[131] At the close of the year, Messi had scored a record 91 goals in all competitions for Barcelona and Argentina.[132] Although FIFA[image: External link] did not acknowledge the achievement, citing verifiability issues, he received the Guinness World Records[image: External link] title for most goals scored in a calendar year.[133][134] As the odds-on favourite, Messi again won[image: External link] the FIFA Ballon d'Or, becoming the only player in history to win the Ballon d'Or four times.[132][135]
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 2013–14: Messidependence




Barcelona had virtually secured their La Liga title[image: External link] by the start of 2013, eventually equalling Real Madrid's 100-point record of the previous season. However, their performances deteriorated in the second half of the 2012–13 campaign[image: External link], concurrently with Vilanova's absence due to ill health.[136][137] After losing successive Clásicos, including the Copa del Rey semi-finals[image: External link], they were nearly eliminated in the first knockout round of the Champions League by Milan[image: External link], but a revival of form in the second leg led to a 4–0 comeback, with two goals and an assist from Messi.[138] Now in his ninth senior season with Barcelona, Messi signed a new contract on 7 February, committing himself to the club through 2018, while his fixed wage rose to €13 million.[139][140] He wore the captain's armband for the first time a month later, on 17 March, in a league match against Rayo Vallecano[image: External link]; by then, he had become the team's tactical focal point to a degree that was arguably rivalled only by former Barcelona players Josep Samitier[image: External link], László Kubala[image: External link] and Johan Cruyff[image: External link].[141] Since his evolution into a false nine three years earlier, his input into the team's attack had increased exponentially; from 24% in their treble-winning campaign, his goal contribution rose to more than 40% that season.[142]




"In Leo we are talking about the best player in the world and when things are not going well you have to use him. Even if he is half lame, his presence on the pitch is enough to lift us and our play in general."





—Defender Gerard Piqué explains Barcelona's reliance on an unfit Messi against Paris Saint-Germain in April 2013.[143]


After four largely injury-free seasons, the muscular injuries that had previously plagued Messi reoccurred. After he suffered a hamstring strain on 2 April, during the first quarter-final against Paris Saint-Germain, his appearances became sporadic. In the second leg against PSG, with an underperforming Barcelona down a goal, Messi came off the bench in the second half and within nine minutes helped create their game-tying goal, which allowed them to progress to the semi-finals. Still unfit, he proved ineffective during the first leg against Bayern Munich and was unable to play at all during the second, as Barcelona were defeated 7–0 on aggregate[image: External link] by the eventual champions.[144][145] These matches gave credence to the notion of Messidependencia, Barcelona's perceived tactical and psychological dependence on their star player.[145]

Messi continued to struggle with injury throughout 2013, eventually parting ways with his long-time personal physiotherapist.[146] Further damage to his hamstring sustained on 12 May ended his goalscoring streak of 21 consecutive league games, a worldwide record; he had netted 33 goals during his run, including a four-goal display against Osasuna[image: External link], while becoming the first player to score consecutively against all 19 opposition teams in La Liga.[141][147][148][149] With 60 goals in all competitions, including 46 goals in La Liga, he finished the campaign as league top scorer in Spain and Europe for the second consecutive year, becoming the first player in history to win the European Golden Shoe[image: External link] three times.[150][151] Following an irregular start to the new season[image: External link] under manager Gerardo Martino[image: External link], formerly of his boyhood club Newell's Old Boys, Messi suffered his fifth injury of 2013 when he tore his hamstring on 10 November, leaving him sidelined for two months.[152][153] Despite his injuries, he was voted runner-up[image: External link] for the FIFA Ballon d'Or, relinquishing the award after a four-year monopoly to Cristiano Ronaldo.[154]

During the second half of the 2013–14 season, doubts persisted over Messi's form, leading to a perception among the culés that he was reserving himself for the 2014 FIFA World Cup[image: External link]. Statistically, his contribution of goals, shots, and passes had dropped significantly compared to previous seasons.[155][156][157] He still managed to break two longstanding records in a span of seven days: a hat-trick on 16 March against Osasuna saw him overtake Paulino Alcántara[image: External link]'s 369 goals to become Barcelona's top goalscorer in all competitions including friendlies, while another hat-trick against Real Madrid on 23 March made him the all-time top scorer[image: External link] in El Clásico, ahead of the 18 goals scored by former Real Madrid player Alfredo Di Stéfano[image: External link].[155][158] Messi finished the campaign with his worst output in five seasons, though he still managed to score 41 goals in all competitions.[156][159] For the first time in five years, Barcelona ended the season without a major trophy; they were defeated in the Copa del Rey final[image: External link] by Real Madrid and lost the league[image: External link] in the last game to Atlético Madrid, causing Messi to be booed by sections of fans at the Camp Nou.[160][161] After prolonged speculation over his future with the club, Messi signed a new contract on 19 May 2014, only a year after his last contractual update; his salary increased to €20 million, or €36 million before taxes, the highest wage ever in the sport.[162][163]
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 2015: A historic treble







"Messi is an alien that dedicates himself to playing with humans."





— Juventus[image: External link] captain Gianluigi Buffon ahead of their meeting in the Champions League final[image: External link] in June 2015[164]


Under new manager, former captain Luis Enrique[image: External link], Messi experienced a largely injury-free start to the 2014–15 season[image: External link], allowing him to break three more longstanding records towards the end of the year.[165] A hat-trick scored against Sevilla on 22 November made him the all-time top scorer in La Liga[image: External link], as he surpassed the 59-year record of 251 league goals held by Telmo Zarra[image: External link].[166] Three days later, he scored another hat-trick against APOEL[image: External link], overtaking Raúl's 71 goals to become top scorer in the history of the Champions League.[167] A third hat-trick, scored against city rivals Espanyol on 7 December, allowed him to surpass César Rodríguez as the all-time top scorer in the Derbi barceloní with 12 goals.[168] Messi again placed second[image: External link] in the FIFA Ballon d'Or behind Cristiano Ronaldo, largely owing to his second-place achievement with Argentina at the World Cup.[169]

At the start of 2015, Barcelona were perceived to be headed for another disappointing end to the season, with renewed speculation in the media that Messi was leaving the club. A turning point came on 11 January during a 3–1 victory over Atlético Madrid, the first time Barça's attacking trident of Messi, Luis Suárez[image: External link] and Neymar, dubbed "MSN", each scored in a match, marking the beginning of a highly successful run.[170][171] After five years of playing in the centre of the pitch, Messi had returned to his old position on the right wing late the previous year, by his own suggestion according to Suárez, their striker.[171][172] From there, he regained his best – arguably his best-ever – form, while Suárez and Neymar ended the team's attacking dependency on their star player.[173][174] With 58 goals from Messi, the trio scored a total of 122 goals in all competitions that season, a record in Spanish football.[175][176]

Towards the end of the campaign, Messi scored the only goal in a 1–0 away win over Atlético Madrid on 17 May, securing the La Liga title.[177] Among his 43 league goals that season was a hat-trick scored in 11 minutes against Rayo Vallecano on 8 March, the fastest of his senior career; it was his 32nd hat-trick overall for Barcelona, allowing him to overtake Telmo Zarra as the player with the most hat-tricks ever in Spanish football.[176][178] Additionally, as the season's top assist provider with 18 assists, he surpassed Luís Figo[image: External link] as the player with the most assists in La Liga;[note 4] he made his record 106th assist in a fixture against Levante[image: External link] on 15 February, in which he also scored a hat-trick.[179][180][181] Messi then scored twice as Barcelona defeated Athletic Bilbao 3–1 in the Copa del Rey final[image: External link] on 30 May, achieving the sixth double in their history. His opening goal was hailed as one of the greatest in his career; he collected the ball near the halfway line and beat four opposing players, before feinting the goalkeeper to score in a tight space by the near post.[182] The goal was later named one of the three final nominees for the 2015 FIFA Puskás Award[image: External link].[183]

In the Champions League, Messi scored twice and assisted on another in their 3–0 semi-final victory over Bayern Munich, now under the stewardship of Guardiola.[184] His second goal, which came only three minutes after his first, saw him chip the ball over goalkeeper Manuel Neuer[image: External link] after his dribble past Jérôme Boateng[image: External link] had made the defender drop to the ground; it went viral[image: External link], becoming the year's most tweeted about sporting moment, and was named the best goal of the season by UEFA[image: External link].[185][186] Despite a second-leg loss, Barcelona progressed to the final[image: External link] on 6 June in Berlin, where they defeated Juventus 3–1 to win their second treble, becoming the first club in history to win the league, domestic cup, and European cup twice.[187][188] Although Messi did not score, he participated in each of his side's goals, particularly the second as he forced a parried save from goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon from which Suárez scored the match-winning goal on the rebound.[175] In addition to being the top assist provider with six assists, Messi finished the competition as the joint top scorer with ten goals, which earned him the distinction of being the first player ever to achieve the top scoring mark in five Champions League seasons.[189][190] For his efforts during the season, he received the UEFA Best Player in Europe award[image: External link] for a second time.[191]

Messi opened the 2015–16 season by scoring twice from free kicks in Barcelona's 5–4 victory over Sevilla in the UEFA Super Cup[image: External link].[192] A subsequent 5–1 aggregate defeat against Athletic Bilbao in the Supercopa de España[image: External link] ended their expressed hopes of a second sextuple, with Messi scoring his side's only goal.[193] On 16 September, he became the youngest player to make 100 appearances in the UEFA Champions League[image: External link] in a 1–1 away draw to Roma[image: External link].[194] On 26 September, Messi sustained an injury in Barcelona's match against Las Palmas[image: External link]; tests later confirmed that he suffered a tear in the medial collateral ligament of his left knee, ruling him out for six to eight weeks.[195] He finally returned to the pitch on 21 November, making a substitute appearance in Barcelona's 4–0 away win over rivals Real Madrid in El Clásico.[196] Messi capped off the year by opening the scoring in the 36th minute of the 2015 FIFA Club World Cup Final[image: External link] on 20 December, collecting his fifth club trophy of 2015 as Barcelona went on to defeat River Plate[image: External link] 3–0 in Yokohama[image: External link], and winning the tournament's Silver Ball, despite missing the semi-final.[197] On 30 December, Messi scored on his 500th appearance for Barcelona, in a 4–0 home win over Real Betis.[198]
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 2016: A second consecutive domestic double




On 6 January 2016, recording Barcelona's first goal of the new year, Messi scored two goals and assisted the other two in a 4–1 derby win over Espanyol at the Camp Nou, in the first leg of the round of 16 of the 2015–16 Copa del Rey[image: External link].[199] Five days later, Messi won the FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link] for a record fifth time in his career.[200] On 3 February, he scored a hat-trick in Barcelona's 7–0 win against Valenciain the first leg of the Copa del Rey semi-final at the Camp Nou, also scoring his 500th career goal in the process, including youth competitions.[201] With teammate Luis Suárez scoring the other four goals in the same match, this was the first time that two players had scored at least three goals each at Camp Nou, and the first time since Luis Suárez Miramontes[image: External link] and Justo Tejada[image: External link] in 1956. The feat had only occurred three times before in the club's history, all at Camp de Les Corts[image: External link].[202] The next league match at Camp Nou, a 6–1 win against Celta de Vigo[image: External link], Messi assisted Suárez from a penalty kick. Some people saw it as "a touch of genius", while others criticised it as being disrespectful to the opponent. The Celta players, however, never complained and their coach defended the penalty, stating, "Barca's forwards are very respectful." The penalty routine has been compared to that of Barça icon Johan Cruyff in 1982, who was battling lung cancer, leading many fans to indicate that the penalty was a tribute to him. Cruyff himself was "very happy" with the play, insisting "it was legal and entertaining".[203][204][205]

On 17 February, Messi reached his 300th league goal in a 1–3 away win against Sporting de Gijón[image: External link].[206] A few days later, he scored both goals in Barcelona's 0–2 win against Arsenal at the Emirates Stadium[image: External link], in the first leg of the 2015–16 UEFA Champions League[image: External link] round of 16, with the second goal being Barcelona's 10,000th in official competitions.[207] On 17 April, Messi ended a five-match scoring drought with his 500th senior career goal for club and country in Barcelona's 2–1 home loss to Valencia.[208] Messi finished the 2015–16 season by setting up both goals in Barcelona's 2–0 extra time win over Sevilla in the 2016 Copa del Rey Final[image: External link], at the Vicente Calderón Stadium[image: External link], on 22 May 2016, as the club celebrated winning the domestic double[image: External link] for the second consecutive season.[209][210] In total, Messi scored 41 goals and provided 23 assists, as Barcelona's attacking trio managed a Spanish record of 131 goals throughout the season, breaking the record they had set the previous season.[211]

Messi opened the 2016–17 season[image: External link] by lifting the 2016 Supercopa de España[image: External link] as Barcelona's captain in the absence of the injured Andrés Iniesta;[212] he set-up Munir[image: External link]'s goal in a 2–0 away win over Sevilla in the first leg on 14 August,[213] and subsequently scored and assisted in a 3–0 win in the return leg on 17 August.[214] Three days later, he scored two goals and provided an assist to lead Barcelona to a 6–2 victory against Real Betis in the opening game of the 2016–17 La Liga[image: External link] season.[215] On 13 September 2016, Messi scored his first hat-trick of the season in the opening game of the 2016–17 UEFA Champions League[image: External link] campaign against Celtic[image: External link] in a 7–0 victory; this was also Messi's sixth hat-trick in the Champions League, the most by any player.[216] A week later, Messi sustained a groin[image: External link] injury in a 1–1 draw against Atlético Madrid and was ruled out with injury for three weeks.[217] He marked his return with a goal, scoring three minutes after coming off the bench in a 4–0 home win over Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link], on 16 October.[218] Three days after this, he netted his seventh Champions League hat-trick as Barcelona defeated Manchester City[image: External link] 4–0.[219] On 1 November, Messi scored his 54th Champions League group stage goal in Barcelona's 3–1 away return fixture to Manchester City, surpassing the previous record of 53 goals held by Raúl.[220] On 12 November, Messi placed second in the 2016 Ballon d'Or[image: External link] behind Cristiano Ronaldo, who claimed the award for the fourth time.[221] He finished the year with 51 goals, making him Europe's top scorer, one ahead of Zlatan Ibrahimović.[222]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2017







"[Messi] is indispensable, but the rest of us are dispensable. – No, the club is bigger than any manager, than any player... except Leo. That's the reality, and you have to accept it."





—In an interview with Barcelona's official magazine, Messi's compatriot Javier Mascherano[image: External link] points out that Barcelona has continued to enjoy success despite the departures of its key figures.[223]


After placing second in the 2016 Ballon d'Or, on 9 January 2017 Messi also finished in second place – behind Cristiano Ronaldo once again – in the 2016 Best FIFA Men's Player Award[image: External link].[224] On 11 January, Messi scored from a free-kick in Barcelona's 3–1 victory against Athletic Bilbao in the second leg of the round of 16 of the Copa del Rey[image: External link], which enabled Barcelona to advance to the quarter-finals of the competition; with his 26th goal from a free-kick for Barcelona in all competitions, he equalled the club's all-time record, which had previously been set by Ronald Koeman.[225] In his next league match, on 14 January, Messi scored in a 5–0 win against Las Palmas; with this goal, he equalled Raúl's record for the most number of teams scored against in La Liga (35).[226] On 4 February, Messi scored his 27th free-kick for Barcelona in a 3–0 home win over Athletic Bilbao in the league, overtaking Koeman as the club's all-time top-scorer from free-kicks.[227] On 23 April, Messi scored twice in a 3–2 away win over Real Madrid. His game-winning goal in stoppage time was his 500th for Barcelona.[228]
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 Argentina national team
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 2004–05: Success at youth level




As a dual Argentine-Spanish national, Messi was eligible to play for the national team of both countries.[229] Selectors for Spain's Under-17 squad began pursuing him in 2003 after Barcelona's director of football, Carles Rexach[image: External link], alerted the Royal Spanish Football Federation to their young player. Messi declined the offer, having aspired to represent La Albiceleste since childhood. To further prevent Spain from taking him, the Argentine Football Association[image: External link] organised two under-20 friendlies in June 2004, against Paraguay and Uruguay, with the purpose of finalising his status as an Argentina player in FIFA[image: External link]. Five days after his 17th birthday, on 29 June, he made his debut for his country against Paraguay, scoring once and providing two assists in their 8–0 victory. He was subsequently included in the squad for the South American Youth Championship[image: External link], held in Colombia in February 2005. As he lacked the stamina of his teammates, the result of his former growth hormone deficiency, he was used as a substitute in six of the nine games, proving more effective when coming on in the second half. After being named man of the match against Venezuela, he scored the winning 2–1 goal in the crucial last match against Brazil, thereby securing their third-place qualification for the FIFA World Youth Championship[image: External link].[230]

Aware of his physical limitations, Messi employed a personal trainer to increase his muscle mass, returning to the squad in improved condition in time for the World Youth Championship, hosted by the Netherlands in June 2005. After he was left out of the starting line-up in their first match against the United States, a 1–0 defeat, the squad's senior players asked manager Francisco Ferraro to let Messi start, as they considered him their best player. After helping the team defeat Egypt and Germany to progress past the group stage, Messi proved decisive in the knockout phase as he scored their equaliser against Colombia, provided a goal and an assist against title favourites Spain, and scored their opening goal against reigning champions Brazil. Ahead of the final, he was awarded the Golden Ball[image: External link] as the best player of the tournament. He scored two penalties in their 2–1 victory over Nigeria, clinching Argentina's fifth championship and finishing the tournament as top scorer with 6 goals.[231][232] His performances drew comparisons with compatriot Diego Maradona[image: External link], who had led Argentina to the title in 1979[image: External link].[232]
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 2005–06: Senior and World Cup debuts




In recognition of his achievements with the under-20 side, senior manager José Pékerman[image: External link] gave Messi his first call-up for a friendly against Hungary[image: External link] on 17 August 2005. Aged 18, Messi made his senior debut for Argentina when he came on in the 63rd minute, only to be sent off after two minutes for a perceived foul against Vilmos Vanczák[image: External link], who had grabbed his shirt; Messi had struck the defender with his arm while trying to shake him off, which the referee interpreted as an intentional elbowing, a contentious decision.[233] Messi was reportedly found weeping in the dressing room after his sending-off.[234] He returned to the team on 3 September in their World Cup qualifier defeat to Paraguay[image: External link], which he had declared his "re-debut" ahead of the match.[235] Messi started his first game in the next qualifying match against Peru[image: External link], in which he was able to win a crucial penalty that secured their victory. After the match, Pékerman described him as "a jewel".[236] He subsequently made regular appearances for the team ahead of Argentina's participation in the 2006 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], scoring his first goal in a friendly against Croatia[image: External link] on 1 March 2006.[237] A hamstring injury sustained a week later jeopardised his presence in the World Cup, but he was nevertheless selected for Pékerman's squad and regained fitness in time for the start of the tournament.[238]

During the World Cup in Germany, Messi witnessed their opening match victory against the Ivory Coast[image: External link] from the substitutes' bench. In the next match, against Serbia and Montenegro[image: External link], he became the youngest player to represent Argentina at a FIFA World Cup[image: External link] when he came on as a substitute in the 74th minute. He assisted their fourth strike within minutes and scored the final goal in their 6–0 victory, making him the youngest scorer in the tournament and the sixth-youngest goalscorer in the history of the World Cup.[239] As their progression to the knockout phase was secured, several starters were rested during the last group match. Messi consequently started the game against the Netherlands[image: External link], a 0–0 draw, as they won their group on goal differential.[240][241] In the round of 16 match against Mexico[image: External link], played on his 19th birthday, Messi came on in the 84th minute, with the score tied at 1–1. He appeared to score a goal, but it was contentiously ruled offside[image: External link], with the team needing a late goal in extra time to proceed.[242][243] He did not play in the quarter-final against Germany, during which Argentina were eliminated 4–2 in a penalty shootout.[244][245] Back home, Pékerman's decision to leave him on the bench against Germany led to widespread criticism from those who believed Messi could have changed the outcome of the match in Argentina's favour.[246][247]
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 2007–08: Copa América final and Olympic gold




As Messi evolved into one of the best players in the world, he secured a place in Alfio Basile[image: External link]'s starting line-up, as part of a team considered favourites to win the 2007 Copa América[image: External link], held in Venezuela.[51][248] He set up the game-winning goal of their 4–1 victory over the United States[image: External link] in the opening match, before winning a penalty that led to the game-tying first strike of their 4–2 win in the next match against Colombia[image: External link].[249][250] As they had secured their place in the knockout phase, Messi started the next game on the bench, coming on in the last 25 minutes with the score at 0–0 to help his team defeat Paraguay by assisting their only goal. At the quarter-final stage, where the group winners faced Peru, he scored the second goal of a 4–0 victory that saw them through to the semi-final, during which he chipped the ball over Mexico's goalkeeper to ensure another 3–0 win.[248] In a surprise defeat, Argentina lost the final 3–0 to a Brazil[image: External link] squad which lacked several of the nation's best players.[251] Their unexpected loss was followed by much criticism in Argentina, though Messi was mostly exempt due to his young age and secondary status to star player Juan Román Riquelme[image: External link].[248] He was named the best young player of the tournament by CONMEBOL[image: External link].[252]

Ahead of the 2008 Summer Olympics[image: External link], Barcelona legally barred Messi from representing Argentina at the tournament as it coincided with their Champions League qualifying matches.[253] After interference from newly appointed Barcelona manager Pep Guardiola, who had won the tournament in 1992[image: External link], Messi was permitted to join Sergio Batista[image: External link]'s under-23 squad in Beijing[image: External link].[254] During the first match, he scored the opening goal and assisted another in their 2–1 victory over the Ivory Coast[image: External link]. Following a 1–0 win in the next group match against Australia[image: External link], ensuring their quarter-final qualification, Messi was rested during the game against Serbia, while his side won the match to finish first in their group. Against the Netherlands, he again scored the first goal and assisted a second strike to help his team to a 2–1 win in extra time. After a 3–0 semi-final victory over Brazil[image: External link], Messi assisted the only goal in the final as Argentina defeated Nigeria[image: External link] to claim Olympic gold medals[image: External link].[255] Along with Riquelme, Messi was singled out by FIFA as the stand-out player from the tournament's best team.[256]
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 2008–11: Collective decline




From late 2008, the national team experienced a three-year period marked by poor performances.[248] Under manager Diego Maradona, who had led Argentina to World Cup victory as a player, the team struggled to qualify for the 2010 World Cup[image: External link], securing their place in the tournament only after defeating Uruguay[image: External link] 1–0 in their last qualifying match. Maradona was criticised for his strategic decisions as he played Messi out of position, positioned too deep for him to be able to contribute to the attack to his full ability. In eight qualifying matches under Maradona's stewardship, Messi scored only one goal, netting the opening goal in the first such match, a 4–0 victory over Venezuela[image: External link].[237][257] During that game, played on 28 March 2009, he wore Argentina's number 10 shirt for the first time, following the international retirement of Riquelme.[258] Overall, Messi scored four goals in 18 appearances during the qualifying process.[237] Ahead of the tournament, Maradona visited Messi in Barcelona to request his tactical input; Messi then outlined a 4–3–1–2 formation with himself playing behind the two strikers, a playmaking position known as the enganche in Argentine football, which had been his preferred position since childhood.[259]

Despite their poor qualifying campaign, Argentina were considered title contenders at the World Cup in South Africa. At the start of the tournament, the new formation proved effective; Messi managed at least four attempts on goal during their opening match but was repeatedly denied by Nigeria[image: External link]'s goalkeeper, resulting in a 1–0 win. During the next match, against South Korea[image: External link], he excelled in his playmaking role, participating in all four goals of his side's 4–1 victory. As their place in the knockout phase was guaranteed, most of the starters were rested during the last group match, but Messi reportedly refused to be benched.[257] He wore the captain's armband for the first time in their 2–0 win against Greece[image: External link]; as the focal point of their play, he helped create their second goal to see Argentina finish as group winners.[260][261] In the round of 16, they defeated Mexico 3–1, with Messi assisting their first goal, a controversial strike that stood despite being offside.[262]

Argentina's unstructured defence had proved a liability throughout the World Cup and finally led to their elimination in the quarter-final against Germany, at the same stage of the tournament and by the same opponent as four years earlier. Their 4–0 loss was their worst margin of defeat since 1974.[262] FIFA subsequently identified Messi as one of the tournament's 10 best players, citing his "outstanding" pace and creativity and "spectacular and efficient" dribbling, shooting and passing.[263] Back home, however, Messi was the subject of far harsher judgement. As the perceived best player in the world, he had been expected to lead an average team to the title, as Maradona arguably did in 1986[image: External link], but he had failed to replicate his performances at Barcelona with the national team, leading to the accusation that he cared less about his country than his club.[264][265]

Maradona was replaced by Sergio Batista, who had orchestrated Argentina's Olympic victory. Batista publicly stated that he intended to build the team around Messi, employing him as a false nine[image: External link] within a 4–3–3 system, as used to much success by Barcelona.[264][266] Although Messi scored a record 53 goals during the 2010–11 club season, he had not scored for Argentina in an official match since March 2009.[103][237] Despite the tactical change, his goal drought continued during the 2011 Copa América[image: External link], hosted by Argentina. Their first two matches, against Bolivia and Colombia, ended in draws, with Messi underperforming by his standards. Media and fans noted that he did not combine well with striker Carlos Tevez, who enjoyed far greater popularity among the Argentine public; Messi was consequently booed by his own team's supporters for the first time in his career. During the crucial next match, with Tevez on the bench, he gave a well-received performance, assisting two goals in their 3–0 victory over Costa Rica[image: External link]. After the quarter-final against Uruguay ended in a 1–1 draw following extra time, with Messi having assisted their equaliser, Argentina were eliminated 4–5 in the penalty shootout by the eventual champions.[264]
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 2011–13: Assuming the captaincy




After Argentina's unsuccessful performance in the Copa América, Batista was replaced by Alejandro Sabella[image: External link]. Upon his appointment in August 2011, Sabella awarded the 24-year-old Messi the captaincy of the squad, in accord with then-captain Javier Mascherano[image: External link]. Reserved by nature, Messi went on to lead his squad by example as their best player, while Mascherano continued to fulfil the role of the team's on-field leader and motivator.[267][268] In a further redesign of the team, Sabella dismissed Tevez and brought in players with whom Messi had won the World Youth Championship and Olympic Games. Now playing in a free role in an improving team, Messi finally ended his goal drought by scoring during their first World Cup qualifying match against Chile[image: External link] on 7 October, his first official goal for Argentina in two-and-a-half years.[237][267]

Under Sabella, Messi's goalscoring rate drastically increased; where he had scored only 17 goals in 61 matches under his previous managers, he scored 25 times in 32 appearances during the following three years.[237][267] He netted a total of 12 goals in 9 games for Argentina in 2012, equalling the record held by Gabriel Batistuta, Argentina's all-time top scorer, for the most goals scored in a calendar year for their country.[269][270] His first hat-trick with the Albicelestes came in a friendly against Switzerland[image: External link] on 29 February 2012, followed by two more hat-tricks over the next year-and-a-half in friendlies against Brazil and Guatemala[image: External link]. Messi then helped the team secure their place in the 2014 World Cup[image: External link] with a 5–2 victory over Paraguay on 10 September 2013; in addition to providing an assist, he scored twice from a penalty kick, taking his international tally to 37 goals to become Argentina's second-highest goalscorer behind only Batistuta. Overall, he had scored a total of 10 goals in 14 matches during the qualifying campaign.[237][271] Concurrently with his bettered performances, his relationship with his compatriots improved, as he gradually began to be perceived more favourably in Argentina.[267]
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 2014–15: World Cup and Copa América finals




Ahead of the World Cup in Brazil, doubts persisted over Messi's form, as he finished an unsuccessful and injury-plagued season with Barcelona. At the start of the tournament, however, he gave strong performances, being elected man of the match in their first four matches.[157][272] In his first World Cup match as captain, he led them to a 2–1 victory over Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]; he helped create their early opening goal and scored their second strike after a dribble past three players, his first World Cup goal since his debut in the tournament eight years earlier.[273] During the second match against Iran[image: External link], he scored an injury-time goal from 23 metres out to end the game in a 1–0 win, securing their qualification for the knockout phase.[274] He scored twice in the last group match, a 3–2 victory over Nigeria, his second goal from a free kick, as they finished first in their group.[275] Messi assisted a late goal in extra time to ensure a 1–0 win against Switzerland in the round of 16, before starting the play that led to their match-winning 1–0 goal in the quarter-final against Belgium[image: External link], helping Argentina progress to the semi-final of the World Cup for the first time since 1990[image: External link].[276][277] Following a 0–0 draw in extra time, they eliminated the Netherlands 4–2 in a penalty shootout to reach the final.[278]

Billed as Messi versus Germany, the world's best player against the best team, the final[image: External link] was a repeat of the 1990 final[image: External link] featuring Diego Maradona.[279][280] Within the first half-hour, Messi had started the play that led to a goal, but it was ruled offside. He missed several opportunities to open the scoring throughout the match, in particular at the start of the second half when his breakaway effort went wide of the far post. Substitute Mario Götze[image: External link] finally scored in the 113th minute, followed in the last minute of extra time by a free kick that Messi sent over the net, as Germany won the match 1–0 to claim the World Cup.[281] At the conclusion of the final, Messi was awarded the Golden Ball[image: External link] as the best player of the tournament. In addition to being the joint third-highest goalscorer, with four goals and an assist, he created the most chances, completed the most dribbling runs, made the most deliveries into the penalty area and produced the most throughballs in the competition.[272][282] However, his selection drew criticism due to his lack of goals in the knockout round; FIFA President Sepp Blatter[image: External link] expressed his surprise, while Maradona suggested that Messi had undeservedly been chosen for marketing purposes.[283]

Another final appearance, the third of Messi's senior international career, followed in the 2015 Copa América[image: External link], held in Chile. Under the stewardship of former Barcelona manager Gerardo Martino, Argentina entered the tournament as title contenders due to their second-place achievement at the World Cup.[284][285] During the opening match against Paraguay, they were ahead two goals by half-time but lost their lead to end the match in a 2–2 draw; Messi had scored from a penalty kick, netting his only goal in the tournament.[286] Following a 1–0 win against defending champions Uruguay, Messi earned his 100th cap for his country in the final group match, a 1–0 win over Jamaica[image: External link], becoming only the fifth Argentine to achieve this milestone.[287][288] In his 100 appearances, he had scored a total of 46 goals for Argentina, 22 of which came in official competitive matches.[237][288]

As Messi evolved from the team's symbolic captain into a genuine leader, he led Argentina to the knockout stage as group winners.[289][290] In the quarter-final, they created numerous chances, including a rebound header by Messi, but were repeatedly denied by Colombia's goalkeeper, and ultimately ended the match scoreless, leading to a 5–4 penalty shootout in their favour.[291] At the semi-final stage, Messi excelled as playmaker as he provided three assists and helped create three more goals in his side's 6–1 victory over Paraguay, receiving applause from the initially hostile crowd.[289] Argentina started the final[image: External link] as the odds-on title favourites, but were defeated by Chile 4–1 in a penalty shootout after an 0–0 extra-time draw. Faced with aggression from opposing players, including taking a boot to the midriff, Messi played below his standards, though he was the only Argentine to successfully convert his penalty.[292][293] At the close of the tournament, he was reportedly selected to receive the Most Valuable Player[image: External link] award but rejected the honour.[294] As Argentina continued a trophy drought that began in 1993, the World Cup and Copa América defeats again brought intense criticism for Messi from Argentine media and fans.[295][296]
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 2016: Copa América Centenario, retirement, and return




Messi's place in Argentina's Copa América Centenario[image: External link] squad was initially put in jeopardy when he sustained a back injury in a 1–0 friendly win over Honduras[image: External link] in a pre-Copa América warm-up match on 27 May 2016.[297] It was later reported that he had suffered a deep bruise in his lumbar region, but that he would remain in Martino's squad for the tournament,[298][299] although he was later left on the bench in Argentina's 2–1 opening win over defending champions Chile on 6 June due to concerns regarding his fitness.[300] Although Messi was declared match-fit for his nation's second group match against Panama[image: External link] on 10 June, Martino left him on the bench once again; he replaced Augusto Fernández[image: External link] in the 61st minute and subsequently scored a hat-trick in 19 minutes, also starting the play which led to Sergio Agüero's goal, as the match ended in a 5–0 victory, sealing Argentina's place in the quarter-finals of the competition;[301] he was elected man of the match for his performance.[302]

On 18 June 2016, in the quarter-final of the Copa América against Venezuela, Messi produced another man of the match performance,[303] assisting two goals and scoring another in a 4–1 victory, which enabled him to equal Gabriel Batistuta's national record of 54 goals in official international matches.[304] This record was broken three days later when Messi scored in a 4–0 win in the semi-final of the Copa América against hosts the United States; he also assisted two goals during the match as Argentina sealed a place in the final of the competition for a second consecutive year,[305] and was named man of the match once again.[306]




"I tried my hardest. It has been four finals, I want more than anyone to win a title with the national team, but unfortunately, it did not happen... I think this is best for everyone, firstly for me and for a lot of people that wish this. The team has ended for me, a decision made."





—Messi announcing his retirement on 27 June 2016[307][308]


During a repeat of the previous year's final[image: External link] on 26 June, Argentina once again lost to Chile on penalties after a 0–0 deadlock, resulting in Messi's third consecutive defeat in a major tournament final with Argentina, and his fourth overall. After the match, Messi, who had missed his penalty in the shootout, announced his retirement from international football. Sources reported that other Argentine players – Sergio Agüero, Javier Mascherano, Gonzalo Higuaín, Lucas Biglia[image: External link], Éver Banega[image: External link], Ezequiel Lavezzi[image: External link] and Ángel Di María – could follow their captain in retiring from international football.[308] Chile coach Juan Antonio Pizzi[image: External link] said after the match, "My generation can't compare him to Maradona that's for my generation, because of what Maradona did for Argentine football. But I think the best player ever played today here in the United States."[309] Messi finished the tournament as the second highest scorer, behind Eduardo Vargas[image: External link], with five goals, and was the highest assist provider with four assists, also winning more Man of the Match awards[image: External link] than any other player in the tournament (3);[310] he was named to the team of the tournament[image: External link] for his performances, but missed out on the Golden Ball Award for best player, which went to Alexis Sánchez[image: External link].[311]
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 "Don't go, Leo"




Following his announcement, a campaign began in Argentina for Messi to change his mind about retiring.[312] He was greeted by fans with signs like "Don't go, Leo" when the team landed in Buenos Aires[image: External link]. President of Argentina[image: External link] Mauricio Macri[image: External link] urged Messi not to quit, stating, "We are lucky, it is one of life's pleasures, it is a gift from God to have the best player in the world in a footballing country like ours... Lionel Messi is the greatest thing we have in Argentina and we must take care of him."[313] Mayor of Buenos Aires Horacio Rodríguez Larreta[image: External link] unveiled a statue of Messi in the capital to convince him reconsider retirement.[314][315] On social networks, NoTeVayasLeo became a global trending topic[image: External link], and even a playlist on Spotify[image: External link].[316][317] The campaign also continued in the streets and avenues of the Argentine capital, with about 50,000 supporters going to the Obelisco de Buenos Aires[image: External link] on 2 July, using the same slogan.[318][319]
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"A lot of things went through my mind on the night of the final and I gave serious thought to quitting, but my love for my country and this shirt is too great."





—Messi reversing his decision from retiring on 12 August 2016[320]


Just a week after Messi announced his international retirement, Argentine newspaper La Nación[image: External link] reported that he was reconsidering playing for Argentina at the 2018 FIFA World Cup qualifiers[image: External link] in September.[321] On 12 August, it was confirmed that Messi had reversed his decision to retire from international football, and he was included in the squad for the national team's upcoming 2018 World Cup qualifiers[image: External link].[322] On 1 September, in his first game for Argentina after reversing his decision to retire, he scored the only goal in a 1–0 home win over Uruguay in a 2018 World Cup qualifier.[323]

On 28 March 2017, Messi was suspended for four international games for insulting an assistant referee in a game against Chile on 23 March 2017. He was also fined CHF 10,000.[324][325]
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 Player profile
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 Style of play







"I have fun like a child in the street. When the day comes when I'm not enjoying it, I will leave football."





—Messi explains his approach to the game in May 2011.[17]


Due to his short stature, Messi has a lower centre of gravity than taller players, which gives him greater agility, allowing him to change direction more quickly and evade opposing tackles;[326][327] this has led the Spanish media to dub him La Pulga Atómica ("The Atomic Flea").[328][329][330] Despite being physically unimposing, he possesses significant upper-body strength, which, combined with his low centre of gravity and resulting balance, aids him in withstanding physical challenges from opponents; he has consequently been noted for his lack of diving[image: External link] in a sport rife with playacting.[11][327][331] His short, strong legs allow him to excel in short bursts of acceleration while his quick feet enable him to retain control of the ball when dribbling[image: External link] at speed.[332] His former Barcelona manager Pep Guardiola once stated, "Messi is the only player that runs faster with the ball than he does without it."[38] Although he has improved his ability with his weaker foot since his mid-20s, Messi is predominantly a left-footed player; with the outside of his left foot, he usually begins dribbling runs, while he uses the inside of his foot to finish and provide passes and assists.[333][334]

A prolific goalscorer, Messi is known for his finishing, positioning, quick reactions, and ability to make attacking runs to beat the defensive line. He also functions in a playmaking role, courtesy of his vision and precise passing, and is an accurate free kick and penalty kick taker,[327][335] though his ability on penalties has somewhat deteriorated in recent seasons.[336] His pace and technical ability enable him to undertake individual dribbling runs towards goal, in particular during counterattacks, usually starting from the halfway line or the right side of the pitch.[326][335] Widely considered to be the best dribbler in the world,[337] and one of the greatest of all time,[338] with regard to this ability, his former Argentina manager Diego Maradona has said of him, "The ball stays glued to his foot; I've seen great players in my career, but I've never seen anyone with Messi's ball control."[334] Beyond his individual qualities, he is also a well-rounded, hard-working team player, known for his creative combinations, in particular with Barcelona midfielders Xavi and Andrés Iniesta.[326][327]

Tactically, Messi plays in a free attacking role; a versatile player, he is capable of attacking on either wing or through the centre of the pitch. His favoured position in childhood was the playmaker behind two strikers, known as the enganche in Argentine football, but he began his career in Spain as a left-winger[image: External link] or left-sided forward[image: External link].[259] Upon his first-team debut, he was moved onto the right wing by manager Frank Rijkaard[image: External link]; from this position, he could more easily cut through the defence into the middle of the pitch and curl[image: External link] shots on goal with his left foot, rather than predominantly cross[image: External link] balls for teammates.[38] Under Guardiola and subsequent managers, he most often played in a false nine[image: External link] role; positioned as a centre-forward[image: External link] or lone striker[image: External link], he would roam the centre, often moving deep into midfield and drawing defenders with him, in order to create and exploit spaces for passes, dribbling runs or combinations with Xavi and Iniesta.[17] Under the stewardship of Luis Enrique, Messi returned to playing in the right-sided position that characterised much of his early career,[172] while also being deployed in a deeper, free role.[339] With the Argentina national team, Messi has similarly played anywhere along the frontline; under various managers, he has been employed on the right wing, as a false nine, or in a deeper, creative role as a classic number 10 or attacking midfielder[image: External link].[266]
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 Reception




A prodigious talent as a teenager, Messi established himself among the world's best players before age 20.[51] Diego Maradona considered the 18-year-old Messi the best player in the world alongside Ronaldinho, while the Brazilian himself, shortly after winning the Ballon d'Or[image: External link], commented, "I'm not even the best at Barça," in reference to his protégé.[340][341] Four years later, after Messi had won his first Ballon d'Or by a record margin,[65] the public debate regarding his qualities as a player moved beyond his status in contemporary football to the possibility that he was the greatest player in history.[7][331][342] An early proponent was his then-manager Pep Guardiola, who, as early as August 2009, declared Messi to be the best player he had ever seen.[343] In the following years, this opinion gained greater acceptance among pundits, managers, former and current players,[105][344][345] and by the end of Barça's second treble-winning season, Messi's superiority, ahead of Maradona and Pelé[image: External link], had become the predominant view among insiders in continental Europe.[346][347] A frequent dismissal, however, has centred on the fact that Messi has not won the FIFA World Cup[image: External link] with Argentina, leading some in the sport to instead cite him as the best club player in history.[348][349][350]




"I've seen the player who will inherit my place in Argentinian football and his name is Messi."





—Diego Maradona[image: External link] hails the 18-year-old Messi as his successor[image: External link] in February 2006.[58]


Throughout his career, Messi has been compared with his compatriot Diego Maradona, due to their similar playing styles as diminutive, left-footed dribblers. Initially, he was merely one of many young Argentine players, including his boyhood idol Pablo Aimar[image: External link], to receive the "New Maradona[image: External link]" moniker, but as his career progressed, Messi proved his similarity beyond all previous contenders, establishing himself as the greatest player Argentina had produced since Maradona.[15][257] Jorge Valdano[image: External link], who won the 1986 World Cup[image: External link] alongside Maradona, said in October 2013, "Messi is Maradona every day. For the last five years, Messi has been the Maradona of the World Cup in Mexico."[351] César Menotti[image: External link], who as manager orchestrated their 1978 World Cup[image: External link] victory, echoed this sentiment when he opined that Messi plays "at the level of the best Maradona".[352] Other notable Argentines in the sport, such as Osvaldo Ardiles[image: External link], Javier Zanetti[image: External link], and Diego Simeone[image: External link], have expressed their belief that Messi has overtaken Maradona as the best player in history.[353][354][355]

In Argentine society, Messi is generally held in lesser esteem than Maradona, a consequence of not only his uneven performances with the national team, but also of differences in class, personality, and background. Messi is in some ways the antithesis of his predecessor: where Maradona was an extroverted, controversial character who rose to greatness from the slums, Messi is reserved and unassuming, an unremarkable man outside of football.[229][356][357] An enduring mark against him is the fact that, although through no fault of his own, he never proved himself in the Argentine Primera División[image: External link] as an upcoming player, achieving stardom overseas from a young age,[11][229] while his lack of outward passion for the Albiceleste shirt—he does not sing the national anthem and is disinclined to emotional displays—have in the past led to the false perception that he felt Catalan rather than truly Argentine.[264][265] Despite having lived in Spain since age 13, Messi has said: "Argentina is my country, my family, my way of expressing myself. I would change all my records to make the people in my country happy."[358] In November 2016, with the Argentine Football Association[image: External link] being run by a FIFA committee for emergency due to an economic crisis, it was reported that three of the national team's security staff told Messi that they haven't been given their salaries for six months. He has stepped in and paid the salaries of the three members.[359][360][361]
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 Comparisons to Cristiano Ronaldo




Main article: Messi–Ronaldo rivalry[image: External link]


Among his contemporary peers, Messi is most often compared and contrasted with Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo, as part of an ongoing rivalry[image: External link] that has been compared to past sports rivalries[image: External link] like the Muhammad Ali[image: External link]–Joe Frazier[image: External link] rivalry in boxing, the Björn Borg–John McEnroe[image: External link] rivalry[image: External link] in tennis, and the Ayrton Senna[image: External link]–Alain Prost[image: External link] rivalry from Formula One.[362][363] Although Messi has at times denied any rivalry,[364][365] they are widely believed to push one another in their aim to be the best player in the world:[155] since 2008, Ronaldo has won four Ballons d'Or to Messi's five,[366] and four European Golden Shoes[image: External link] to Messi's three.[367] Pundits and fans regularly argue the individual merits of both players;[155][368] beyond their playing styles, the debate also revolves around their differing physiques—Ronaldo is 1.85 m (6 ft 1 in) with a muscular build—and contrasting public personalities, with Ronaldo's self-confidence and theatrics a foil to Messi's humility.[369][370][371] Messi faces Ronaldo at least twice every season in El Clásico[image: External link], which ranks among the world's most viewed annual sports events.[372] Off the pitch, Ronaldo is his direct competitor in terms of salary, sponsorships, and social media fanbase.[372]
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 In popular culture







"That is me and Messi. We're right up there. Absolutely."





—US president Barack Obama[image: External link] when given an honorary number 10 jersey at the White House[image: External link].[373]


According to France Football[image: External link], Messi was the world's highest-paid footballer for five years out of six between 2009 and 2014; he was the first player to exceed the €40 million benchmark, with earnings of €41 million in 2013, and the €50–€60 million points, with income of €65 million in 2014.[163][374] In 2016, Messi was second on Forbes[image: External link] list of the world's highest-paid athletes (after Cristiano Ronaldo) with income of $81.4 million from his salary and endorsements in 2015–16.[375] Since 2008, he has been Barcelona's highest-paid player, receiving a salary that increased incrementally from €7.8 million to €13 million over the next five years.[71][72][139] His current salary of €20 million net (€36 million before taxes), established in 2014, is the highest ever in the sport.[163] In addition to his salary and multimillion-euro bonuses, much of his income derives from endorsements; SportsPro[image: External link] has consequently cited him as one of the world's most marketable athletes every year since their research began in 2010.[376] His main sponsor since 2006 is the sportswear company Adidas[image: External link]. As Barça's leading youth prospect, he had been signed with Nike since age 14, but transferred to Adidas after they successfully challenged their rival's claim to his image rights in court.[377] Over time, Messi established himself as their leading brand endorser;[372] from 2008, he had a long-running signature collection of Adidas F50 boots, and in 2015, he became the first footballer to receive his own sub-brand of boots, the Adidas Messi.[378][379]

As a commercial entity, Messi's marketing brand has been based exclusively on his talents and achievements as a player, in contrast to arguably more glamorous players like Cristiano Ronaldo and David Beckham[image: External link]. At the start of his career, he thus mainly held sponsorship contracts with companies that employ sports-oriented marketing, such as Adidas, Pepsi[image: External link], and Konami[image: External link].[380][381] From 2010 onwards, concurrently with his increased achievements as a player, his marketing appeal widened, leading to long-term endorsement deals with luxury brands Dolce & Gabbana[image: External link] and Audemars Piguet[image: External link].[380][382][383] Messi is also a global brand ambassador for Gillette[image: External link], Turkish Airlines[image: External link], Ooredoo[image: External link], and Tata Motors[image: External link], among other companies.[384][385][386][387] Additionally, Messi was the face of Konami's video game series Pro Evolution Soccer[image: External link], appearing on the covers of PES 2009[image: External link], PES 2010[image: External link] and PES 2011[image: External link]. He subsequently signed with rival company EA Sports[image: External link] to become the face of their series FIFA and has since appeared on four consecutive covers from FIFA 13[image: External link] to FIFA 16[image: External link].[388][389]

Messi's global popularity and influence are well documented. He was among the Time 100[image: External link], an annual list of the world's most influential people as published by Time[image: External link], in 2011 and 2012.[390][391] His fanbase on the social media website Facebook[image: External link] is among the largest of all public figures: within seven hours of its launch in April 2011, his Facebook page had nearly seven million followers, and by November 2013, he had become only the second sportsperson, after Cristiano Ronaldo, to amass over 50 million followers.[371][392][393] According to a 2014 survey by sports research firm Repucom in 15 international markets, Messi was familiar to 87% of respondents around the world, of whom 78% perceived him favourably, making him the second-most recognised player globally, behind Ronaldo, and the most likable of all contemporary players.[394][395]

Other events have illustrated Messi's presence in popular culture. A solid gold replica of his left foot, weighing 25 kg (55 lb) and valued at $5.25 million, went on sale in Japan in March 2013 to raise funds for victims of the 2011 Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami[image: External link].[396] A 2013 Turkish Airlines advertisement starring Messi, in which he engages in a selfie[image: External link] competition with then-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] star Kobe Bryant[image: External link], was the most-watched ad on YouTube[image: External link] in the year of its release, receiving 137 million views, and was subsequently voted the best advertisement of the 2005–15 decade to commemorate YouTube's founding.[397][398] World Press Photo[image: External link] selected "The Final Game", a photograph of Messi facing the World Cup trophy[image: External link] after Argentina's final defeat to Germany, as the best sports image of 2014.[399] Messi[image: External link], a documentary about his life by filmmaker Álex de la Iglesia[image: External link], premiered at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] in August 2014.[400]
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 Personal life
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 Family and relationships




Since 2008, when he was 20, Messi has been in a relationship with Antonella Roccuzzo, a fellow native of Rosario[image: External link]. He has known Roccuzzo since he was five years old, as she is the cousin of his best friend since childhood, Lucas Scaglia[image: External link], who is also a football player. After keeping their relationship private for a year, Messi first confirmed their romance in an interview in January 2009, before going public a month later during a carnival in Sitges[image: External link] after the Barcelona–Espanyol derby. He had previously been romantically linked with Argentine models Macarena Lemos and Luciana Salazar[image: External link].[401]

Messi and Roccuzzo have two sons: Thiago (born 2012) and Mateo (born 2015). To celebrate his partner's first pregnancy, Messi placed the ball under his shirt after scoring in Argentina's 4–0 win against Ecuador on 2 June 2012, before confirming the pregnancy in an interview two weeks later.[402] Thiago was born in Barcelona on 2 November 2012, with Messi attending the birth after being given permission by Barcelona to miss training. He announced his son's arrival on his Facebook page, writing, "Today I am the happiest man in the world, my son was born and thanks to God for this gift!"[403] Thiago's name and handprints are tattooed on his left calf.[142] In April 2015, Messi confirmed on Facebook that they were expecting another child.[404] He missed training ahead of a match against Atlético Madrid to attend the birth of his second son, Mateo, on 11 September 2015 in Barcelona.[405]

Messi enjoys a close relationship with his immediate family members, particularly his mother, Celia, whose face he has tattooed on his left shoulder. His professional affairs are largely run as a family business: his father, Jorge, has been his agent since he was 14, and his oldest brother, Rodrigo, handles his daily schedule and publicity. His mother and other brother, Matías, manage his charitable organisation, the Leo Messi Foundation, and take care of personal and professional matters in Rosario.[406]

Since leaving for Spain at age 13, Messi has maintained close ties to his hometown of Rosario, even preserving his distinct Rosarino accent. He has kept ownership of his family's old house, although it has long stood empty; he maintains a penthouse apartment in an exclusive residential building for his mother, as well as a family compound just outside the city. Once when he was in training with the national team in Buenos Aires, he made a three-hour trip by car to Rosario immediately after practice to have dinner with his family, spent the night with them, and returned to Buenos Aires the next day in time for practice. Messi keeps in daily contact via phone and text with a small group of confidants in Rosario, most of whom were fellow members of "The Machine of '87" at Newell's Old Boys. Although considered a one-club man[image: External link], he has long planned to return to Rosario to end his playing career at Newell's. He was on bad terms with the club after his transfer to Barcelona, but by 2012 their public feud had ended, with Newell's embracing their ties with Messi, even issuing a club membership card to his newborn son.[11][407][408]
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 Charity




Throughout his career, Messi has been involved in charitable efforts aimed at vulnerable children, a commitment that stems in part from the medical difficulties he faced in his own childhood. Since 2004, he has contributed his time and finances to the United Nations Children's Fund[image: External link] (UNICEF), an organisation with which Barcelona also have a strong association.[409][410] Messi has served as a UNICEF goodwill ambassador[image: External link] since his appointment in March 2010, completing his first field mission for the organisation four months later as he travelled to Haiti to bring public awareness to the plight of the country's children in the wake of the recent earthquake[image: External link]. He has since participated in UNICEF campaigns targeting HIV prevention, education, and the social inclusion of disabled children.[411] To celebrate his son's first birthday, in November 2013, Messi and Thiago were part of a publicity campaign to raise awareness of mortality rates among disadvantaged children.[412]

In addition to his work with UNICEF, Messi founded his own charitable organisation, the Leo Messi Foundation, which supports access to health care, education, and sport for children.[413] It was established in 2007 following a visit Messi paid to a hospital for terminally ill children in Boston, an experience that resonated with him to the point that he decided to reinvest part of his earnings into society.[407] Through his foundation, Messi has awarded research grants, financed medical training, and invested in the development of medical centres and projects in Argentina, Spain, and elsewhere in the world.[407][414] In addition to his own fundraising activities, such as his global "Messi and Friends" football matches, his foundation receives financial support from various companies to which he has assigned his name in endorsement agreements, with Adidas as their main sponsor.[415][416]

Messi has also invested in youth football in Argentina: he financially supports Sarmiento, a football club based in the Rosario neighbourhood where he was born, committing in 2013 to the refurbishment of their facilities and the installation of all-weather pitches, and funds the management of several youth players at Newell's Old Boys and rival club Rosario Central[image: External link], as well as at River Plate[image: External link] and Boca Juniors[image: External link] in Buenos Aires.[407] At Newell's Old Boys, his boyhood club, he funded the 2012 construction of a new gymnasium and a dormitory inside the club's stadium[image: External link] for their youth academy. His former youth coach at Newell's, Ernesto Vecchio, is employed by the Leo Messi Foundation as a talent scout for young players.[11] On 7 June 2016, Messi won a libel case against La Razón newspaper[image: External link] and was awarded €65,000 in damages, which he donated to the charity Doctors without Borders[image: External link].[417][418]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Legal issues




Messi's financial affairs came under investigation in 2013 for suspected tax evasion. Offshore companies in tax havens Uruguay and Belize were allegedly used to evade €4.1 million in taxes related to sponsorship earnings between 2007 and 2009. An unrelated shell company in Panama, set up in 2012, was subsequently identified as belonging to the Messis in the Panama Papers[image: External link] data leak. Messi, who pleaded ignorance of the alleged scheme, voluntarily paid arrears of €5.1 million in August 2013. He stood trial alongside his father on three counts of tax evasion in May 2016.[419] On 6 July 2016, Messi and his father were both found guilty of tax fraud and were handed suspended[image: External link] 21-month prison sentences and respectively ordered to pay €1.7 million and €1.4 million in fines.[420]

While the District Attorney did not consider there to be motives to accuse Messi, the state lawyer's office became the only party that requested a punishment for him, despite his declarations that he was not aware of any of the deals that were taking place with his money. Facing the judge[image: External link], he said, "I just played football."[421]
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	As of 14 May 2017





	Club
	Season
	League
	Copa del Rey[image: External link]
	Champions

League
	Other
	Total



	Division
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals



	Barcelona C[image: External link]
	2003–04[image: External link][422]
	Tercera División[image: External link]
	10
	5
	—
	—
	—
	10
	5



	Total
	10
	5
	—
	—
	—
	10
	5



	Barcelona B[image: External link]
	2003–04[image: External link][35]
	Segunda División B[image: External link]
	5
	0
	—
	—
	—
	5
	0



	2004–05[image: External link][36]
	17
	6
	—
	—
	—
	17
	6



	Total
	22
	6
	—
	—
	—
	22
	6



	Barcelona
	2004–05[image: External link][36]
	La Liga
	7
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	—
	9
	1



	2005–06[image: External link][49]
	17
	6
	2
	1
	6
	1
	0
	0
	25
	8



	2006–07[image: External link][52]
	26
	14
	2
	2
	5
	1
	3[a]
	0
	36
	17



	2007–08[image: External link][67]
	28
	10
	3
	0
	9
	6
	—
	40
	16



	2008–09[image: External link][75]
	31
	23
	8
	6
	12
	9
	—
	51
	38



	2009–10[image: External link][88]
	35
	34
	3
	1
	11
	8
	4[b]
	4
	53
	47



	2010–11[image: External link][103]
	33
	31
	7
	7
	13
	12
	2[c]
	3
	55
	53



	2011–12[image: External link][109]
	37
	50
	7
	3
	11
	14
	5[d]
	6
	60
	73



	2012–13[image: External link][151]
	32
	46
	5
	4
	11
	8
	2[c]
	2
	50
	60



	2013–14[image: External link][151]
	31
	28
	6
	5
	7
	8
	2[c]
	0
	46
	41



	2014–15[image: External link][176]
	38
	43
	6
	5
	13
	10
	—
	57
	58



	2015–16[image: External link][423]
	33
	26
	5
	5
	7
	6
	4[e]
	4
	49
	41



	2016–17[image: External link][424]
	33
	35
	6
	4
	9
	11
	2[c]
	1
	50
	51



	Total
	381
	347
	61
	43
	115
	94
	24
	20
	581
	504



	Career total
	413
	358
	61
	43
	115
	94
	24
	20
	613
	515




Notes



	
^ One appearance in UEFA Super Cup[image: External link], two appearances in Supercopa de España[image: External link]


	
^ One appearance in UEFA Super Cup[image: External link], one appearance and two goals in Supercopa de España, two appearances and two goals in FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]


	
^ a b c d Appearances in Supercopa de España


	
^ One appearance and one goal in UEFA Super Cup[image: External link], two appearances and three goals in Supercopa de España[image: External link], two appearances and two goals in FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]


	
^ One appearance and two goals in UEFA Super Cup[image: External link], two appearances and one goal in Supercopa de España[image: External link], one appearance and one goal in FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]
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 International




See also: List of international goals scored by Lionel Messi[image: External link]



	As of 23 March 2017





	Team
	Year
	Competitive
	Friendly
	Total



	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals



	Argentina U20[image: External link][230][231]
	2004
	—
	2
	3
	2
	3



	2005
	16[a]
	11
	—
	16
	11



	Total
	16
	11
	2
	3
	18
	14



	Argentina U23[image: External link][255]
	2008
	5[b]
	2
	—
	5
	2



	Total
	5
	2
	—
	5
	2



	Argentina[image: External link][237][425]
	2005
	3[c]
	0
	2
	0
	5
	0



	2006
	3[d]
	1
	4
	1
	7
	2



	2007
	10[e]
	4
	4
	2
	14
	6



	2008
	6[c]
	1
	2
	1
	8
	2



	2009
	8[c]
	1
	2
	2
	10
	3



	2010
	5[d]
	0
	5
	2
	10
	2



	2011
	8[f]
	2
	5
	2
	13
	4



	2012
	5[c]
	5
	4
	7
	9
	12



	2013
	5[c]
	3
	2
	3
	7
	6



	2014
	7[d]
	4
	7
	4
	14
	8



	2015
	6[g]
	1
	2
	3
	8
	4



	2016
	10[h]
	8
	1
	0
	11
	8



	2017
	1[c]
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1



	Total
	77
	31
	40
	27
	117
	58



	Career total
	98
	44
	42
	30
	140
	74




Notes



	
^ Nine appearances and five goals in South American Youth Football Championship[image: External link], seven appearances and six goals in FIFA World Youth Championship[image: External link]


	
^ Appearances in Summer Olympics[image: External link]


	
^ a b c d e f Appearances in FIFA World Cup qualification[image: External link]


	
^ a b c Appearances in FIFA World Cup[image: External link]


	
^ Six appearances and two goals in Copa América[image: External link], four appearances and two goals in FIFA World Cup qualification[image: External link]


	
^ Four appearances in Copa América[image: External link], four appearances and two goals in FIFA World Cup qualification[image: External link]


	
^ Appearances in Copa América[image: External link]


	
^ Five appearances and three goals in FIFA World Cup qualification[image: External link], five appearances and five goals in Copa América[image: External link]
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 Barcelona





	
La Liga: 2004–05[image: External link], 2005–06[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link], 2009–10[image: External link], 2010–11[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]


	
Copa del Rey[image: External link]: 2008–09[image: External link], 2011–12[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]


	
Supercopa de España: 2005[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2009, 2010, 2011[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]


	
UEFA Champions League: 2005–06[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link], 2010–11[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link]


	
UEFA Super Cup: 2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link]


	
FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]: 2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link][426]
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 International





	
FIFA U-20 World Cup[image: External link]: 2005[image: External link]


	
Olympic Gold Medal[image: External link]: 2008[image: External link]
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 Awards






	
Ballon d'Or[image: External link]: 2009[image: External link][427]


	
FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2009[image: External link][428]


	
FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link]: 2010[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2015[image: External link][428]


	
IFFHS[image: External link] World's Best Top Goalscorer: 2011, 2012[429]


	IFFHS World's Best Top Division Goalscorer: 2012, 2013[429]


	
IFFHS World's Best Playmaker[image: External link]: 2015,[430] 2016[431]


	
UEFA Club Footballer of the Year[image: External link]: 2009[432]


	
UEFA Club Forward of the Year[image: External link]: 2009[432]


	
UEFA Best Player in Europe[image: External link]: 2011, 2015[191]


	
European Golden Shoe[image: External link]: 2010, 2012, 2013[150]


	
Best Player in La Liga[image: External link]: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015[433][434][435]


	Best Forward in La Liga: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016[433][434][435][436]


	
La Liga Player of the Month[image: External link]: January 2016,[437] April 2017[438]


	
Trofeo Aldo Rovira[image: External link]: 2009–10, 2011–12, 2012–13, 2014–15[439]





	
Olimpia de Plata (Argentine Footballer of the Year)[image: External link]: 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016[433][440][441]


	
Olimpia de Oro (Argentine Sportsperson of the Year)[image: External link]: 2011[433]


	
FIFA Club World Cup Golden Ball[image: External link]: 2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link][442]

	FIFA Club World Cup Silver Ball: 2015[image: External link][443]






	
FIFA World Cup Golden Ball[image: External link]: 2014[image: External link][444]


	
Copa América Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: 2015[image: External link] (rejected)[294]


	
FIFA FIFPro World XI[image: External link]: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016[445][446][447]


	
UEFA Team of the Year[image: External link]: 2008[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link][432][448]


	
La Liga Team of the Season[image: External link]: 2014–15, 2015–16 [449]


	
AFA[image: External link] Team of All Time (published 2015)[450]


	
FIFA World Cup Dream Team[image: External link]: 2014[image: External link][451]


	
Copa América[image: External link] Dream Team: 2007[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link][452][453][454][311]


	
UEFA[image: External link] Goal of the Season: 2006–07, 2014–15, 2015–16[433][186][455]


	Copa América Best Goal: 2007[456][457]


	Copa América Best Young Player: 2007[image: External link][445]


	
FIFPro Young World Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2006, 2007, 2008[445]


	
Golden Boy (Young European Footballer of the Year)[image: External link]: 2005[48]


	
FIFA World Youth Championship Golden Ball[image: External link]: 2005[image: External link][458]


	
FIFA World Youth Championship Golden Shoe[image: External link]: 2005[image: External link][458]
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 Performances





	
La Liga top goalscorer[image: External link]: 2009–10[image: External link], 2011–12[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link][459]


	La Liga top assist provider: 2010–11[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link][460]


	Copa del Rey top goalscorer: 2008–09[image: External link], 2010–11[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link][461]


	
UEFA Champions League top goalscorer[image: External link]: 2008–09[image: External link], 2009–10[image: External link], 2010–11[image: External link], 2011–12[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link][462]


	UEFA Champions League top assist provider: 2011–12[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link][463]


	FIFA Club World Cup top goalscorer: 2011[image: External link][464]


	FIFA World Youth Championship top goalscorer: 2005[image: External link][232]


	Copa América top assist provider: 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link][453][465][466]
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 Records





	As of April 2017
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 World





	Most (FIFA) Ballons d'Or: 5 (2009–12, 2015)[467]


	Most consecutive Ballons d'Or: 4[468]


	Youngest two-time and three-time Ballon d'Or winner: 23 and 24 years old[468]


	
Top goalscorer in the history of FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]: 5 goals (shared with César Delgado[image: External link], Luis Suárez[image: External link] and Cristiano Ronaldo)[469][470]


	
Guinness World Record[image: External link] as top goalscorer for club and country in a calendar year: 91 goals in 2012[134]


	Top goalscorer in all club competitions in a calendar year: 79 goals in 2012[132]


	Top goalscorer in a club season: 73 goals in 2011–12[471]


	Longest goalscoring run in a domestic league: 21 matches, 33 goals in 2012–13[148][147]


	Only player to have won more than one FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] Golden Ball[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]


	Most appearances in the FIFPro World XI[image: External link]: 10 times (2007–2016) (shared with Cristiano Ronaldo)[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Continental





	Most UEFA Best Player in Europe and UEFA Club Footballer of the Year awards: 3 (2009, 2011, 2015) (shared with Cristiano Ronaldo)[191][472]


	Top goalscorer in the UEFA Super Cup: 3 goals (shared with Arie Haan[image: External link], Oleg Blokhin[image: External link], Gerd Müller[image: External link], Rob Rensenbrink[image: External link], François Van der Elst[image: External link], Terry McDermott[image: External link], and Radamel Falcao[image: External link])[473]


	
Most hat-tricks scored in the UEFA Champions League: 7 (shared with Cristiano Ronaldo)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Youngest player to make 100 appearances in the UEFA Champions League: 28 years, 84 days in 2015[474]


	Top assist provider in Copa América: 11 assists[475]
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 Spain





	Most Best Player in La Liga Best awards: 6 (2009–13, 2015)[476]


	
Top goalscorer in La Liga[image: External link]: 347 goals[477]


	Top assist provider in La Liga: 137 assists[note 4][180][181]


	Top goalscorer in the Supercopa de España: 12 goals[269]


	Top goalscorer in a La Liga season: 50 goals in 2011–12[478]


	Most braces scored in La Liga: 100[479]


	Most hat-tricks scored in a La Liga season: 8 in 2011–12 (shared with Cristiano Ronaldo)[269]


	Most teams scored against in a season: 19 in 2012–13 (shared with Ronaldo and Cristiano Ronaldo)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Only player to score consecutively against all opposition teams in La Liga: 19 matches, 30 goals in 2012–13[141]


	First player to reach 300 La Liga goals[480]


	Youngest player to score 200 goals in La Liga: 25 years and 7 months in January 2013[481]
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 Argentina





	
Argentina all-time top goalscorer[image: External link]: 58 goals[482][483][484]


	Top goalscorer for Argentina in a calendar year: 12 goals in 2012 (shared with Gabriel Batistuta)[269]


	Only Argentina player to score against every CONMEBOL nation[485]


	Youngest player to play for Argentina in a FIFA World Cup: 18 years, 357 days in 2006[image: External link][239]


	Youngest player to score for Argentina in a FIFA World Cup: 18 years, 357 days in 2006[239]


	Youngest player to reach 100 caps for a country under CONMEBOL[image: External link]'s jurisdiction: 27 years, 361 days in 2015[486]
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	Top goalscorer in El Clásico[image: External link]: 23 goals[158]


	Top goalscorer in the Derbi barceloní: 17 goals[168]


	Top goalscorer in official competitions: 504 goals[487]


	Top goalscorer including friendlies: 536 goals[487]


	Top goalscorer in the UEFA Champions League: 94 goals[487]


	Top goalscorer in European competitions: 97 goals[487]


	Top goalscorer in International competitions: 102[487]


	Most hat-tricks scored in all competitions: 37[178]


	Most hat-tricks scored in La Liga: 26[488]


	Only player to be top goalscorer in three La Liga seasons (2009–10, 2011–12, 2012–13)[487]


	Most titles won with the team: 29 (shared with Andrés Iniesta)[489]
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Notes



	
^ According to his club's official website, FCBarcelona.com, and his authorised biography, Messi by Guillem Balagué[image: External link], his surname is the single "Messi", in accordance with Argentine customs.[1][2] Other sources, including a 2014 document by FIFA[image: External link], give his surname as the double "Messi Cuccittini".[3]


	
^ In addition to four FIFA Ballons d'Or, Messi received France Football[image: External link]'s Ballon d'Or[image: External link] and FIFA[image: External link]'s World Player of the Year award[image: External link] prior to their fusion; both organisations credit him with five (FIFA) Ballons d'Or.[4][5]


	
^ Since surpassed by Cristiano Ronaldo; Messi is the second-highest goalscorer in the European Cup/Champions League as of April 2017.


	
^ a b Assist statistics began in 1990.
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Cristiano Ronaldo





Not to be confused with Brazilian footballer Ronaldo.

In this multi-word name, the family name[image: External link] is Santos Aveiro, not Ronaldo.

This name uses Portuguese naming customs[image: External link]. The first or maternal family name[image: External link] is Santos and the second or paternal family name is Aveiro.



	Cristiano Ronaldo



	Personal information



	Full name
	Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos Aveiro



	Date of birth
	5 February 1985 (age 32)[1]




	Place of birth
	
Funchal[image: External link], Madeira[image: External link], Portugal



	Height
	1.85 m (6 ft 1 in)[2]




	Playing position
	Forward



	Club information



	
Current team


	Real Madrid



	Number
	7



	Youth career



	1992–1995
	Andorinha[image: External link]



	1995–1997
	Nacional[image: External link]



	1997–2002
	Sporting CP[image: External link]



	Senior career*



	Years
	Team
	Apps
	(Gls)



	2002–2003
	Sporting CP B[image: External link]
	2
	(0)



	2002–2003
	Sporting CP[image: External link]
	25
	(3)



	2003–2009
	Manchester United[image: External link]
	196
	(84)



	2009–
	Real Madrid
	263
	(282)



	National team‡




	2001
	Portugal U15
	9
	(7)



	2001–2002
	Portugal U17[image: External link]
	7
	(5)



	2003
	Portugal U20[image: External link]
	5
	(1)



	2002–2003
	Portugal U21[image: External link]
	10
	(3)



	2004
	Portugal U23[image: External link]
	3
	(2)



	2003–
	Portugal[image: External link]
	138
	(71)



	

Honours




	Representing   Portugal[image: External link]




	UEFA European Championship[image: External link]



	Winner
	2016 France[image: External link]
	



	Runner-up
	2004 Portugal[image: External link]
	



	
	2012 Poland & Ukraine[image: External link]
	












	* Senior club appearances and goals counted for the domestic league only and correct as of 22:00, 14 May 2017 (UTC).

‡ National team caps and goals correct as of 28 March 2017
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Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos Aveiro, ComM[image: External link], GOIH[image: External link] (Portuguese pronunciation: [kɾiʃ'tjɐnu ʁuˈnaɫdu][image: External link], born 5 February 1985) is a Portuguese professional footballer for Spanish club Real Madrid and the Portugal national team[image: External link]. He primarily plays as a forward, but has also been deployed as a winger[image: External link] and serves as captain for Portugal. In 2008[image: External link], he won his first Ballon d'Or[image: External link] and FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] awards. Ronaldo then won the FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link] in 2013[image: External link] and 2014[image: External link]. In 2016, he received his fourth Ballon d'Or[image: External link], the most for a European player in the history of the award, and the inaugural Best FIFA Men's Player[image: External link]. In 2015, Ronaldo scored his 500th senior career goal for club and country.

Often ranked the best player in the world and widely regarded as one of the greatest of all time, Ronaldo was named the best Portuguese player of all time by the Portuguese Football Federation[image: External link], during its 100th anniversary celebrations in 2015. He is the only player to win four European Golden Shoe[image: External link] awards. One of the most marketable athletes in sport, in 2016 Forbes[image: External link] named Ronaldo the world's best paid athlete[image: External link]. In June 2016, ESPN ranked him the world's most famous athlete.

Ronaldo began his senior club career playing for Sporting CP[image: External link], before signing with Manchester United[image: External link] at age 18 in 2003. After winning his first trophy, the FA Cup[image: External link], during his first season in England, he helped United win three successive Premier League[image: External link] titles, a UEFA Champions League title, and a FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]. By age 23, he had received Ballon d'Or[image: External link] and FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] nominations. He was the subject of the most expensive association football transfer[image: External link] when he moved from Manchester United to Real Madrid in 2009 in a transfer worth €94 million ($132 million). In Spain, he has won one La Liga title, two Copas del Rey[image: External link], two Champions League titles, and two Club World Cups. Ronaldo holds the record for most goals scored in a single UEFA Champions League season[image: External link], having scored 17 goals in the 2013–14 season[image: External link]. In 2014, Ronaldo became the fastest player to score 200 goals in La Liga, which he achieved in his 178th La Liga game. He is the only player in the history of football to score more than 50 goals in a season on six consecutive occasions. In 2015, Ronaldo became the all-time top goalscorer in the UEFA Champions League[image: External link], and he also became Real Madrid's all-time leading goalscorer[image: External link]. In 2017, he became the first player to reach 100 goals in European club competitions, as well as in the UEFA Champions League. He is the second highest goalscorer in La Liga history[image: External link] behind Lionel Messi, his perceived career rival[image: External link].

Ronaldo made his international debut for Portugal in August 2003, at the age of 18. He is Portugal's most capped player of all time[image: External link] with over 130 caps, and has participated in seven major tournaments: four UEFA European Championships[image: External link] ( 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2012[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link]) and three FIFA World Cups[image: External link] ( 2006[image: External link], 2010[image: External link] and 2014[image: External link]). He is the first Portuguese player to reach 50 international goals[image: External link], making him Portugal's all-time top goalscorer[image: External link]. He scored his first international goal in Euro 2004 and helped Portugal reach the final[image: External link]. He took over full captaincy[image: External link] in July 2008, and he led Portugal to the semi-finals at Euro 2012, finishing the competition as joint-top scorer. In November 2014, Ronaldo became the all-time top scorer in the UEFA European Championship (including qualifying) with 23 goals. At Euro 2016, he became the most capped player of all-time in the tournament[image: External link], the first player to score at four consecutive European Championship finals, and also equalled Michel Platini's all-time record for most goals scored in the competition[image: External link]. Ronaldo lifted the trophy after Portugal defeated France in the final, and he received the Silver Boot[image: External link] as the second-highest goalscorer of the tournament.
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 Early life




Ronaldo was born in Santo António[image: External link], a neighbourhood of Funchal[image: External link], Madeira[image: External link], the youngest child of Maria Dolores dos Santos Aveiro, a cook, and José Dinis Aveiro, a municipal gardener.[3] His second given name, "Ronaldo", was chosen after then-U.S. president Ronald Reagan[image: External link], who was his father's favourite actor.[4][5] He has one older brother, Hugo, and two older sisters, Elma and Liliana Cátia.[1] His great-grandmother Isabel da Piedade was from Cape Verde[image: External link].[6] The family was staunchly Catholic. Ronaldo later said that he grew up in poverty, sharing a room with his brother and sisters.[7]

As a child, Ronaldo played for amateur team Andorinha[image: External link], where his father was the kit man[image: External link],[8] and later spent two years with local club Nacional[image: External link]. In 1997, aged 12, he went on a three-day trial with Sporting CP[image: External link], who signed him for a fee of £1,500.[9][10] He subsequently moved to Alcochete[image: External link], near Lisbon[image: External link], to join Sporting's other youth players at the club's football academy[image: External link].[9] By age 14, Ronaldo believed he had the ability to play semi-professionally, and agreed with his mother to cease his education in order to focus entirely on football.[11] While popular with other students at school, he had been expelled after throwing a chair at his teacher, who he said had "disrespected" him.[11] A year later, however, he was diagnosed with a racing heart[image: External link], a condition that could have forced him to give up playing football.[12] He underwent an operation in which a laser was used to cauterise the affected area of his heart; discharged from hospital hours after the procedure, he resumed training only a few days later.[13]
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 Club career
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 Sporting CP




At age 16, Ronaldo was promoted from Sporting's youth team by first-team manager László Bölöni[image: External link], who was impressed with his dribbling.[14] He subsequently became the first player to play for the club's under-16, under-17, and under-18 teams, the B team, and the first team, all within one season.[9] A year later, on 7 October 2002, Ronaldo made his debut in the Primeira Liga[image: External link], against Moreirense[image: External link], and scored two goals in their 3–0 win.[15] Over the course of the 2002–03 season[image: External link], his representatives suggested the player to Liverpool[image: External link] manager Gérard Houllier[image: External link] and Barcelona president Joan Laporta.[16][17] Manager Arsène Wenger, who was interested in signing the winger, met with him at Arsenal[image: External link]'s grounds in November to discuss a possible transfer.[18]

Ronaldo came to the attention of Manchester United[image: External link] manager Alex Ferguson[image: External link] in August 2003, when Sporting defeated United 3–1 at the inauguration of the Estádio José Alvalade[image: External link] in Lisbon. His performance impressed the Manchester United players, who urged Ferguson to sign him.[19] Ferguson himself considered the 18-year-old "one of the most exciting young players" he had ever seen.[20][21] A decade after his departure from the club, in April 2013, Sporting honoured Ronaldo by selecting him to become their 100,000th member.[22]
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 Manchester United
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 2003–06: Development and breakthrough




Ronaldo became Manchester United's first-ever Portuguese player when he signed before the 2003–04 season[image: External link].[23] His transfer fee of £12.24 million made him, at the time, the most expensive teenager in English football history.[24] Although he requested the number 28, his number at Sporting, he received the number 7 shirt, which had previously been worn by such United players as George Best[image: External link], Eric Cantona[image: External link], and David Beckham[image: External link].[25][26] Wearing the number 7 became an extra source of motivation for Ronaldo,[26] who stated that his goal was to establish himself among the world's best players within the next three years.[27] A key element in his development during his time in England proved to be his manager, Alex Ferguson, of whom he later said, "He's been my father in sport, one of the most important and influential factors in my career".[28]




"There have been a few players described as 'the new George Best' over the years, but this is the first time it's been a compliment to me."





—Former Manchester United player George Best[image: External link] on the 18-year-old Ronaldo in 2003[29]


Ronaldo made his debut in the Premier League[image: External link] in a 4–0 home victory over Bolton Wanderers[image: External link] on 16 August 2003, receiving a standing ovation when he came on as a 60th-minute substitute for Nicky Butt[image: External link].[30][31][32] His performance earned praise from George Best, who hailed it as "undoubtedly the most exciting debut" he had ever seen.[29] Ronaldo scored his first goal for Manchester United with a free kick in a 3–0 win over Portsmouth[image: External link] on 1 November.[33] Three other league goals followed in the second half of the campaign,[34][35] the last of which came against Aston Villa[image: External link] on the final day of the season, a game in which he also received his first red card.[36] Ronaldo ended his first season in English football by scoring the opening goal in United's 3–0 victory over Millwall[image: External link] in the FA Cup final[image: External link], earning his first trophy.[37]

At the start of 2005, Ronaldo played two of his best matches of the 2004–05 season[image: External link], producing a goal and an assist against Aston Villa and scoring twice against rivals[image: External link] Arsenal.[38][39][40][41] After scoring four goals in United's run to the FA Cup final[image: External link],[42][43][44][45] he played the full 120 minutes of the decisive match against Arsenal, which ended in a goalless draw, and scored his attempt in the lost penalty shootout[image: External link].[46] Although not yet a prolific goalscorer, Ronaldo scored three braces during the next campaign, the 2005–06 season[image: External link], scoring two goals each against Bolton Wanderers,[47] Fulham[image: External link],[48] and Portsmouth.[49] He scored Manchester United's 1000th Premier League goal on 29 October, their only strike in a 4–1 loss to Middlesbrough[image: External link].[50] Midway through the season, in November, he signed a new contract which extended his previous deal by two years to 2010, as he felt his time at the club was important for the development of his career.[51] Ronaldo won his second trophy in English football, the Football League Cup[image: External link], after scoring the third goal in United's 4–0 final victory over Wigan Athletic[image: External link].[52]

During his third season in England, Ronaldo was involved in several incidents. He had a one-match ban imposed on him by UEFA[image: External link] for a "one-fingered gesture" towards Benfica[image: External link] fans,[53] and was sent off in the Manchester derby[image: External link]—a 3–1 defeat—for kicking Manchester City[image: External link]'s former United player Andy Cole[image: External link].[54] Ronaldo clashed with a teammate, striker Ruud van Nistelrooy, who took offence at the winger's showboating style of play.[55] Following a training ground fight in January 2006, the two again fought in May, with van Nistelrooy telling Ronaldo to "go crying to your daddy", a reference to Ronaldo's relationship with assistant manager Carlos Queiroz[image: External link].[56] Van Nistelrooy was left on the substitutes' bench for the final game of the season against Charlton Athletic[image: External link]—a 4–0 victory in which Ronaldo scored his ninth league goal—and was subsequently sold by the club.[57][58] Following the 2006 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], in which he was involved in an incident where club teammate Wayne Rooney was sent off,[59][60] Ronaldo publicly asked for a transfer, lamenting the lack of support he felt he had received from the club over the incident.[61][62] United, however, denied the possibility of him leaving the club.[63][64]

Although his World Cup altercation with Rooney resulted in Ronaldo being booed throughout the 2006–07 season[image: External link],[65] it proved to be his breakout year, as he broke the 20-goal barrier for the first time and won his first Premier League title[image: External link]. An important factor in this success was his one-to-one training by first-team coach René Meulensteen[image: External link], who taught him to make himself more unpredictable, improve his teamwork, call for the ball, and capitalise on goalscoring opportunities rather than waiting for the chance to score the aesthetically pleasing goals for which he was already known.[66] His upturn in form was showcased in November when he received a standing ovation from a section Blackburn Rovers[image: External link] supporters as he was substituted.[67] He scored three consecutive braces at the end of December, against Aston Villa—a victory which put United on top of the league—Wigan Athletic, and Reading[image: External link].[68][69][70] Ronaldo was named the Premier League Player of the Month[image: External link] in November and December, becoming only the third player to receive consecutive honours.[71][72]
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 2007–09: Collective and individual success




At the quarter-final stage of the 2006–07 UEFA Champions League[image: External link], Ronaldo scored his first-ever goals in the competition, finding the net twice in a 7–1 victory over Roma[image: External link].[73][74] He subsequently scored four minutes into the first semi-final leg against Milan[image: External link], which ended in a 3–2 win,[75] but was marked[image: External link] out of the second leg as United lost 3–0 at the San Siro[image: External link].[76] He also helped United reach the FA Cup final[image: External link], putting them 2–1 up against Watford[image: External link],[77] but the decisive match against Chelsea[image: External link] ended in a 1–0 defeat.[78] Ronaldo netted the only goal in the Manchester derby on 5 May 2007—his 50th goal for the club—as Manchester United claimed their first Premier League title in four years.[79] As a result of his performances, he amassed a host of personal awards for the season. He won the Professional Footballers' Association's Player's Player, Fans' Player[image: External link], and Young Player of the Year[image: External link] awards, as well as the Football Writers' Association[image: External link]'s Footballer of the Year[image: External link] award,[80][81] becoming the first player to win all four main PFA and FWA honours.[82] His club wages were concurrently upgraded to £120,000 a week (£31 million total) as part of a five-year contract extension with United.[83]

Ronaldo scored a total of 42 goals in all competitions during the 2007–08 season[image: External link], his most prolific campaign during his time in England. His first goal of the season came against his former club, Sporting, with a header in the first group match of the Champions League.[84] He missed three matches after headbutting a Portsmouth[image: External link] player at the start of the season, an experience he said taught him not to let opponents provoke him,[85][86] but still managed to score 13 league goals by the campaign's midway point.[87][88][89][90] At the end of 2007, four years after proclaiming his desire to become one of the world's best players, Ronaldo achieved his goal when he was named runner-up to Kaká for the Ballon d'Or[image: External link], as voted for by sports journalists,[91] and came third, behind Kaká and Lionel Messi, in the running for the FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] award, as determined by international managers and captains.[92]




"Ronaldo is better than George Best and Denis Law[image: External link], who were two brilliant and great players in the history of United."





—Dutch player Johan Cruyff[image: External link] on the 23-year-old Ronaldo, April 2008.[93]


Ronaldo scored his first and only hat-trick[image: External link] for Manchester United in a 6–0 win against Newcastle United[image: External link] on 12 January 2008, bringing United up to the top of the Premier League table.[94] A month later, on 19 March, he captained United for the first time in a home win over Bolton, and scored both goals of the match.[95] His second goal was his 33rd of the campaign, which bettered George Best's total of 32 goals in the 1967–68 season, thus setting the club's new single-season record by a midfielder.[96] Ronaldo scored his final league goal of the season from the penalty spot in the title decider against Wigan on 11 May, as United claimed a second successive Premier League title.[97] His 31 league goals earned him the Premier League Golden Boot[image: External link],[98] as well as the European Golden Shoe[image: External link], which made him the first winger to win the latter award.[99]

In the knockout stage of the Champions League, Ronaldo scored the decisive goal against Lyon, which helped United advance to the quarter-finals 2–1 on aggregate,[100] and, while playing as a striker, scored with a header in the 3–0 aggregate victory over Roma.[101] Despite him missing a penalty in the first leg against Barcelona,[102] United eventually advanced to the final[image: External link] in Moscow, where they faced Chelsea.[103] His opening goal was negated by an equaliser as the match ended in a 1–1 draw, but although his penalty was saved in the shoot-out,[104] Manchester United emerged victorious.[105][106] As the Champions League top scorer[image: External link], Ronaldo was named the UEFA Club Footballer of the Year[image: External link].[107] He additionally received the PFA Players' Player of the Year and FWA Footballer of the Year awards for the second consecutive season.[108][109]

As rumours circulated of Ronaldo's interest in moving to Real Madrid,[110][111] United filed a tampering complaint with governing body FIFA over Madrid's alleged pursuit of their player, but they declined to take action.[112][113] FIFA president Sepp Blatter[image: External link] asserted that the player should be allowed to leave his club, describing the situation as "modern slavery".[114] Despite Ronaldo publicly agreeing with Blatter,[115][116] he remained at United for another year.[117][118][119] Ahead of the 2008–09 season[image: External link], on 7 July, he underwent ankle surgery,[120] which kept him out of action for 10 weeks.[121] Following his return, he scored his 100th goal in all competitions for United with the first of two free kicks in a 5–0 win against Stoke City[image: External link] on 15 November,[122] which meant he had now scored against all 19 opposition teams in the Premier League at the time.[123] Five days later, he received the third red card of his career when he was sent off against Manchester City.[124] At the close of 2008, Ronaldo helped United win the FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] in Japan,[125] assisting the final[image: External link]-winning goal against Liga de Quito[image: External link] and winning the Silver Ball[image: External link] in the process.[126][127] He subsequently became United's first Ballon d'Or[image: External link] winner since George Best in 1968,[128][129] and the first Premier League player to be named the FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link].[130]

Ronaldo scored his first Champions League goal of the season, and his first since the final against Chelsea, in a 2–0 victory over Inter Milan[image: External link], sending United into the quarter-finals.[131] His match-winning goal in the second leg against Porto[image: External link], a 40-yard strike, earned him the inaugural FIFA Puskás Award[image: External link], presented by FIFA in recognition of the best goal of the year;[132] he later called it the best goal he had ever scored.[133][134] He scored twice against Arsenal, including a free kick from 39 yards, as United advanced to the final[image: External link] in Rome,[135] where he made little impact in United's 2–0 defeat to Barcelona.[136][137] Ronaldo ended his time in England with nine trophies, as United claimed their third successive Premier League title and a Football League Cup[image: External link].[138][139] He finished the campaign with 26 goals in all competitions, 16 goals fewer than the previous season, in four more appearances.[140] His final ever goal for Manchester United came on 10 May 2009 with a free kick in the Manchester derby at Old Trafford.[141]
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 2009–12: World record transfer and La Liga championship







"I have nothing but praise for the boy. He is easily the best player in the world. His contribution as a goal threat is unbelievable. His stats are incredible. Strikes at goal, attempts on goal, raids into the penalty box, headers. It is all there. Absolutely astounding."





—Ronaldo's former manager, Alex Ferguson[image: External link], following his transfer to Real Madrid[142]


Ahead of the 2009–10 season[image: External link], Ronaldo joined Real Madrid for a world record transfer fee[image: External link] of £80 million (€94 million).[143] His contract, which ran until 2015, was worth €11 million per year and contained a €1 billion buy-out clause.[144][145] At least 80,000 fans attended his presentation at the Santiago Bernabéu[image: External link], surpassing the 25-year record of 75,000 fans who had welcomed Diego Maradona[image: External link] at Napoli[image: External link].[146][147] Since club captain Raúl[image: External link] already wore the number 7,[148] Ronaldo received the number 9 shirt,[149] which was presented to him by the former Madrid player Alfredo Di Stéfano[image: External link].[150]

Ronaldo made his debut in La Liga on 29 August 2009, against Deportivo La Coruña[image: External link], and scored from the penalty spot in Madrid's 3–2 home win.[151] He scored in each of his first four league fixtures with the club, the first Madrid player to do so.[152] His first Champions League goals for the club followed with two free kicks in the first group match against Zürich[image: External link].[153] His strong start to the season, however, was interrupted when he suffered an ankle injury in October while on international duty, which kept him sidelined for seven weeks.[154][155] A week after his return, he received his first red card in Spain in a match against Almería, which also saw him miss a penalty.[156] Midway through the season, Ronaldo placed second in the running for the Ballon d'Or[image: External link] and the FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link] award, behind Lionel Messi of Barcelona, Madrid's historic rivals. He finished the campaign with 33 goals in all competitions, including a hat-trick in a 4–1 win against Mallorca[image: External link] on 5 May 2010, his first in the Spanish competition.[157][158] His first season at Real Madrid ended trophyless.[159]

Following Raúl's departure, Ronaldo was handed the number 7 shirt for Real Madrid before the 2010–11 season[image: External link].[148] His subsequent return to his Ballon d'Or-winning form was epitomised when, for the first time in his career, he scored four goals in a single match during a 6–1 rout against Racing Santander[image: External link] on 23 October.[160] His haul concluded a goalscoring run of six consecutive matches—three in La Liga, one in the Champions League, and two for Portugal—totalling 11 goals, the most he had scored in a single month. Ronaldo subsequently netted further hat-tricks against Athletic Bilbao[image: External link], Levante[image: External link], Villarreal[image: External link], and Málaga[image: External link].[161][162][163] Despite his scoring rate, he failed to make the podium for the inaugural FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link] at the end of 2010, marking the only year during his time in Spain to date that he was not named one of the world's two best players.[164]

During a historical series of four Clásicos[image: External link] against rivals Barcelona in April 2011, Ronaldo scored twice to equal his personal record of 42 goals in all competitions in a single season. Although he failed to find the net during Madrid's eventual elimination in the Champions League semi-finals, he equalised from the penalty spot in the return league game and scored the match-winning goal in the 103rd minute of the Copa del Rey final[image: External link], winning his first trophy in Spain.[165][166] Over the next two weeks, Ronaldo scored another four-goal haul against Sevilla[image: External link],[167][168] a hat-trick against Getafe[image: External link],[169] and a brace of free kicks against Villarreal, taking his league total to 38 goals, which equalled the record for most goals scored in a season held by Telmo Zarra[image: External link] and Hugo Sánchez[image: External link].[170] His two goals in the last match of the season, against Almería, made him the first player in La Liga to score 40 goals.[171][172] In addition to the Pichichi Trophy[image: External link], Ronaldo consequently won the European Golden Shoe for a second time, becoming the first player to win the award in two different leagues.[173] He ended his second season at Real Madrid with a total of 53 goals in all competitions.

During the following campaign, the 2011–12 season[image: External link], Ronaldo surpassed his previous goalscoring feats to achieve a new personal best of 60 goals across all competitions.[174] His 100th goal for Real Madrid came at Camp Nou[image: External link] in the Supercopa de España[image: External link], though Barcelona claimed the trophy 5–4 on aggregate.[175] He regained a place on the FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link] podium, as runner-up to Messi, after scoring hat-tricks against Real Zaragoza[image: External link], Rayo Vallecano[image: External link], Málaga, Osasuna[image: External link], and Sevilla, the last of which put Madrid on top of the league by the season's midway point.[176][177][178][179][180] Despite two goals from Ronaldo, Madrid were subsequently defeated by Barcelona 4–3 on aggregrate in the quarter-finals of the Copa del Rey. He again scored twice, including a penalty, in the Champions League semi-finals against Bayern Munich[image: External link], resulting in a 3–3 draw, but his penalty kick in the shootout was saved by Manuel Neuer[image: External link], leading to Madrid's elimination.[181]

Ronaldo found greater team success in the league, as he helped Real Madrid win their first La Liga title[image: External link] in four years, with a record 100 points. Following a hat-trick against Levante, further increasing Madrid's lead over Barcelona,[182] he scored his 100th league goal for Madrid in a 5–1 win over Real Sociedad[image: External link] on 24 March 2012, a milestone he reached in just 92 matches across three seasons, breaking the previous club record held by Ferenc Puskás[image: External link].[183] Another hat-trick in the Madrid derby[image: External link] against Atlético Madrid[image: External link] brought his total to 40 league goals, equalling his record of the previous season.[184] His final league goal of the campaign, against Mallorca, took his total to 46 goals, four short of the new record set by Messi,[185] and earned him the distinction of being the first player to score against all 19 opposition teams in a single season in La Liga.[186]

Ronaldo began the 2012–13 season[image: External link] by lifting the Supercopa de España[image: External link], his third trophy in Spain. With a goal in each leg by the Portuguese, Madrid won the supercup on away goals following a 4–4 aggregate draw against Barcelona.[187] Although Ronaldo publicly commented that he was unhappy with a "professional issue" within the club, prompted by his refusal to celebrate his 150th goal for Madrid,[188] his goalscoring rate did not suffer. After netting a hat-trick, including two penalties, against Deportivo La Coruña, he scored his first hat-trick in the Champions League in a 4–1 victory over Ajax[image: External link].[189] Four days later, he became the first player to score in six successive Clásicos when he hit a brace in a 2–2 draw at Camp Nou.[190] His performances in 2012 again saw Ronaldo voted second in the running for the FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link], finishing runner-up to four-time winner Messi.[191]
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 2013–14: Consecutive FIFA Ballon d'Or wins and La Décima




Following the 2012–13 winter break, Ronaldo captained Real Madrid for the first time in an official match, scoring a brace to lift 10-man Madrid to a 4–3 victory over Real Sociedad on 6 January.[192][193] He subsequently became the first non-Spanish player in 60 years to captain Madrid in El Clásico on 30 January, a match which also marked his 500th club appearance.[194] Three days prior, he had scored his 300th club goal as part of a perfect hat-trick against Getafe.[195] Following hat-tricks against Celta Vigo and Sevilla,[196][197] he scored his 200th goal for Real Madrid on 8 May in a 6–2 win against Málaga, reaching the landmark in just 197 games.[198] He helped Madrid reach the Copa del Rey final[image: External link] by scoring a brace in El Clásico, which marked the sixth successive match at Camp Nou in which he had scored,[199] a scoring streak twice as long as that of any other player in Madrid's history.[187] In the final, he headed the opening goal of an eventual 2–1 defeat to Atlético Madrid,[200] but was shown a straight red card in the 114th minute for violent conduct.[201][202] Real Madrid also failed to defend their La Liga title, finishing runners up to Barcelona.

In the first knockout round of the Champions League, Ronaldo faced his former club Manchester United for the first time. After scoring the equaliser in a 1–1 draw at the Santiago Bernabéu,[203] he netted the match-winning goal in a 2–1 victory at Old Trafford, his first return to his former home grounds;[204] afterwards, he commented that he felt sadness at having caused United's elimination from the competition.[205] Ronaldo scored three goals in Madrid's 5–3 aggregate victory over Galatasaray[image: External link] to see them advance to the semi-finals,[206][207] He scored Madrid's only goal in the 4–1 away defeat to Borussia Dortmund[image: External link],[208] but failed to increase his side's 2–0 victory in the second leg, as they were eliminated at the semi-final stage for the third consecutive year.[209] Ronaldo had scored 12 goals, finishing as the Champions League top goalscorer for a second time in his career. Accounting for all competitions, he ended the season with a total of 55 goals.

Real Madrid's failure to win major silverware and reports of division among the players prompted speculation regarding Ronaldo's future at the club.[210][211][212] At the start of the 2013–14 season[image: External link], however, he signed a new contract that extended his stay by three years to 2018, with a salary of €17 million net, making him briefly the highest-paid player in football.[213][214] He was joined at the club by winger Gareth Bale[image: External link], whose world record transfer fee of €100 million surpassed the fee Madrid had paid for Ronaldo four years prior.[215] Together with striker Karim Benzema, they formed an attacking trio popularly dubbed BBC, an acronym of Bale, Benzema, and Cristiano.[216] After enjoying a strong goalscoring run during the first half of the campaign, Ronaldo suggested that he was in the best form of his career.[217] By late November, he had scored 32 goals from 22 matches played for both club and country, including hat-tricks against Galatasaray, Sevilla, Real Sociedad, Northern Ireland[image: External link], and Sweden[image: External link].[218][219][220][221][222] He ended 2013 with a total of 69 goals in 59 appearances, his highest year-end goal tally.[223] His efforts earned him the FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link], an amalgamation of the Ballon d'Or and the FIFA World Player of the Year award, for the first time in his career, though the media vote favoured Franck Ribéry[image: External link].[224][225] The achievement fuelled public recognition of Ronaldo as one of the greatest players in football history.[226][227][228]

Concurrently with his individual achievements, Ronaldo enjoyed his greatest team success in Spain to date, as he helped Real Madrid win La Décima, their tenth European Cup. In the knockout phase of the competition, he scored a brace in each leg of a 9–2 aggregate win against Schalke 04[image: External link],[229] helping Madrid advance to the quarter-finals. His goal in a 3–0 home win over Borussia Dortmund—his 100th Champions League match—took his total for the season to 14 goals, equalling the record Messi had set two years before.[230][231][232] After hitting a brace in a 4–0 defeat of Bayern Munich at the Allianz Arena[image: External link],[233] he scored from the penalty spot in the 120th minute of the 4–1 final victory over Atlético Madrid, becoming the first player to score in two European Cup finals for two different winning teams.[234] His overall performance in the final was subdued as a result of patellar tendinitis[image: External link] and related hamstring problems, which had plagued him in the last months of the campaign. Ronaldo played the final against medical advice, later commenting: "In your life you do not win without sacrifices and you must take risks."[235] As the Champions League top goalscorer for the third time, with a record 17 goals,[236][237] he was named the UEFA Best Player in Europe[image: External link].[238]

In the Copa del Rey, Ronaldo helped Madrid reach the final[image: External link] by scoring a brace of penalties against Atlético Madrid at the Vicente Calderón[image: External link],[239] the first of which meant he had now scored in every single minute of a 90-minute football match.[240] His continued issues with his knee and thigh caused him to miss the final,[235][241] where Real Madrid defeated Barcelona 2–1 to claim the trophy.[242] While Madrid were less successful in La Liga, finishing third, Ronaldo was unmatched as a goalscorer. He scored 31 goals in 30 league games, which earned him the Pichichi and the European Golden Shoe, receiving the latter award jointly with Liverpool striker Luis Suárez[image: External link].[243] Among his haul was his 400th career goal, in 653 appearances for club and country, which came with a brace against Celta Vigo on 6 January; he dedicated his goals to compatriot Eusébio[image: External link], who had died two days before.[244] A last-minute, backheeled volley scored against Valencia on 4 May—his 50th goal in all competitions—was recognised as the best goal of the season by the Liga de Fútbol Profesional[image: External link],[245][246] which additionally named Ronaldo the Best Player in La Liga[image: External link].[247]




"Cristiano Ronaldo is changing the game in Spain. With all that pace and power and athleticism, he is driving Real Madrid back into dominance both there and in Europe."





—Former Manchester United player Bobby Charlton[image: External link], November 2014[248]


During the next campaign, the 2014–15 season[image: External link], Ronaldo set a new personal best of 61 goals in all competitions, starting with both goals in Real Madrid's 2–0 victory over Sevilla in the UEFA Super Cup[image: External link].[249][250] He subsequently achieved his best-ever goalscoring start to a league campaign, with a record 15 goals in the first eight rounds of La Liga, including a four-goal haul against Elche[image: External link] and hat-tricks against Deportivo La Coruña and Athletic Bilbao.[251][252][253][254] His record 23rd hat-trick in La Liga, scored against Celta Vigo on 6 December, made him the fastest player to reach 200 goals in the Spanish league, as he reached the milestone in only his 178th game.[254][255] After lifting the FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] with Madrid in Morocco,[256] again winning the Silver Ball,[257][258] Ronaldo received a second successive FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link],[259][260] joining Johan Cruyff[image: External link], Michel Platini, and Marco van Basten as a three-time Ballon d'Or winner.[261][262]
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 2015–present: All-time Real Madrid goalscorer and La Undécima




Following the winter break, Ronaldo's form faltered, concurrently with a decline in performance by his team.[263] A 2–1 defeat against Valencia in the first match of 2015, despite his opening goal, ended Real Madrid's Spanish record winning streak of 22 matches in all competitions.[264] Their season continued unsuccessfully as they failed to win a major trophy, earning a second-place league finish and a semi-final exit in Europe.[265] In the latter competition, Ronaldo extended his run of scoring away to a record 12 matches with his strike in a 2–0 win against Schalke 04,[266] before hitting a brace in the 3–4 return defeat that allowed Madrid to progress to the quarter-finals.[267] He then scored both of his side's goals in the semi-finals against Juventus[image: External link], where Madrid were eliminated 2–3 on aggregate.[268] With 10 goals, he finished the campaign as top scorer for a third consecutive season, alongside Messi and Neymar.[269]

In La Liga, where Madrid finished second, Ronaldo went on a prolific goalscoring run towards the very end of the season. For the first time in his career, he scored five goals in one game, including an eight-minute hat-trick, in a 9–1 rout of Granada[image: External link] on 5 April.[270] His 300th goal for his club followed three days later in a 2–0 win against Rayo Vallecano.[271] Subsequent hat-tricks against Sevilla, Espanyol[image: External link], and Getafe took his number of hat-tricks for Real Madrid to 31, surpassing Di Stéfano's club record of 28 trebles.[249][272] As a result, Ronaldo finished the season with 48 goals, two ahead of his total in the 2011–12 season, despite having missed two matches in February for assaulting a Córdoba[image: External link] player.[273] In addition to a second consecutive Pichichi, he won the European Golden Shoe for a record fourth time.[249][274]

At the start of his seventh season at Real Madrid, the 2015–16 campaign[image: External link], Ronaldo became the club's all-time top scorer[image: External link], first in the league and then in all competitions. His five-goal haul in a 6–0 away win over Espanyol on 12 September took his tally in La Liga to 230 goals in 203 games, surpassing the club's previous recordholder, Raúl.[275][276] A month later, on 17 October, he again surpassed Raúl when he scored the second goal in a 3–0 defeat of Levante at the Bernabéu to take his overall total for the club to 324 goals.[note 1] Ronaldo also became the all-time top scorer in the Champions League[image: External link] with a hat-trick in the first group match against Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link], having finished the previous season level with Messi on 77 goals.[279] A brace against Malmö[image: External link], netted in a 2–0 away win on 30 September, saw him reach the milestone of 500 career goals for both club and country.[280][281] He subsequently became the first player to score double figures in the competition's group stage, setting the record at 11 goals, including another four-goal haul against Malmö.[282][283]

Despite finishing runner-up to Messi for the FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link],[284] Ronaldo received criticism for his form and performances against top teams, with 14 of his goals coming against Espanyol and Malmö.[285][286] During the second half of the season, however, his form gradually improved.[287] By scoring four goals in a 7–1 home win over Celta Vigo on 5 March 2016, Ronaldo arrived at 252 goals in La Liga to become the competition's second-highest scorer in history behind Messi.[288] After netting the match-winning goal for 10-man Madrid in a 2–1 Clásico victory on 2 April,[289] he scored a hat-trick against Wolfsburg[image: External link] to send his club into the Champions League semi-finals despite a 2–0 first-leg defeat.[290] The treble took his tally in the competition to 16 goals, making him the top scorer for the fourth consecutive season and the fifth overall.[291] Suffering apparent fitness issues, Ronaldo gave a poorly-received performance in the final[image: External link] against Atlético Madrid, in a repeat of the 2014 final, though his penalty in the subsequent shoot-out secured La Undécima, Madrid's 11th victory.[292][293] For the sixth successive year, he ended the season having scored more than 50 goals across all competitions.[292] For his efforts during the season, he received the UEFA Best Player in Europe Award[image: External link] for a second time.[294]




"The boy lived for the game – everything else was built to fit around it"





—Former Real Madrid manager Carlo Ancelotti[image: External link], on Cristiano Ronaldo in June 2016[295]


Ronaldo missed Real Madrid's first three games of the 2016-17 season[image: External link], including the 2016 UEFA Super Cup[image: External link] against Sevilla[image: External link], as he continued to rehabilitate the knee injury he suffered against France[image: External link] in the final of Euro 2016[image: External link].[296] On 6 November 2016, Ronaldo signed a new contract which will keep him until 2021 with Madrid.[297] On 19 November, he scored a hat-trick in a 3–0 away win against Atlético Madrid, making him the all-time top-scorer in the Madrid derby[image: External link] with 18 goals.[298][299] On 15 December 2016, Ronaldo scored his 500th club career goal (377 goals for Madrid, 118 goals for Manchester United and 5 goals for Sporting Lisbon) in the 2–0 victory over Club América[image: External link] in the semi-finals of the FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link].[300] He then scored a hat-trick in the 4–2 win over Japanese club Kashima Antlers[image: External link] in the final.[301] Ronaldo finished the tournament as top scorer with four goals and was also named the best player of the tournament.[302] He won the Ballon d'Or[image: External link] for a fourth time and the inaugural Best FIFA Men's Player[image: External link], a revival of the old-style FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link], largely owing to his triumph with Portugal at the European Championship[image: External link].[303][304]

On 15 January, Ronaldo tied Hugo Sánchez as the most prolific penalty-kick scorer in the history of La Liga, with his 56th penalty from 65 attempts in a 2–1 loss to Sevilla, which ended Real Madrid's 40 match unbeaten streak in all competitions.[305][306] In Real Madrid's 3–2 away win against Villarreal[image: External link] on 27 February 2017, Ronaldo overtook Hugo Sánchez[image: External link] as the most prolific penalty-kick scorer in La Liga history.[307][308] Thanks to the penalty scored by Ronaldo, Real Madrid reached its 5,900th goal in the history of the league and became the first team to do so.[309] On 12 April 2017, in the 2016–17 UEFA Champions League[image: External link] quarterfinal against Bayern Munich[image: External link], Ronaldo scored two goals in a 2–1 away win to give Real the win and the lead going into the second leg. The two goals saw him make history in becoming the first player to reach 100 goals in UEFA club competition.[310] During the second leg of the quarter-finals, Ronaldo scored a perfect hat-trick and reached his 100th UEFA Champions League goal becoming the first player to do so as Real Madrid again defeated Bayern 4–2 after extra-time.[311] On 2 May 2017, Ronaldo scored another hat-trick in the following Champions League game, as Real beat local rivals Atlético Madrid[image: External link] 3–0 in the semi-final first leg. His hat-trick made him the first player to reach 50 goals in the knock-out stage of the competition.[312] In his subsequent La liga match against Sevilla, he scored two goals, eclipsing past his 400th goal mark for Real Madrid, with 401 goals - equalling with Jimmy Greaves as the all-time top-scorer in the top five European leagues.[313]
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 2001–06: Career beginnings




A Portuguese international[image: External link], Ronaldo began his youth career in 2001. Apart from the under-15 team, he also represented the under-17, under-20, under-21, and under-23 national sides, amassing 34 youth caps and scoring 18 goals overall.[314] He represented his country at the 2002 UEFA European Under-17 Football Championship[image: External link], where they failed to progress past the group stage.[15] Ronaldo also featured in the Olympic squad at the 2004 Summer Olympics[image: External link], scoring one goal in the tournament, though the team was eliminated in the first round, finishing bottom of their group with three points after 4–2 defeats to eventual semi-finalists Iraq[image: External link] and quarter-finalists Costa Rica[image: External link].[315][316]

At age 18, Ronaldo earned his first senior cap in a 1–0 victory over Kazakhstan[image: External link] on 20 August 2003.[317] He was subsequently called up for UEFA Euro 2004[image: External link], held in his home country,[318] and scored his first international goal in a 2–1 group stage loss to eventual champions Greece[image: External link].[319] After converting his penalty in a shootout against England[image: External link] at the quarter-final stage,[320] he helped Portugal reach the final[image: External link] by scoring the opening goal in a 2–1 win over the Netherlands[image: External link],[321] but the crucial last match ended in a 0–1 defeat.[322] He was featured in the team of the tournament[image: External link], having provided two assists in addition to his two goals.[323][324]

Ronaldo was the second-highest scorer in the European qualification[image: External link] for the 2006 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] with seven goals.[324] During the tournament, he scored his first World Cup goal against Iran[image: External link] with a penalty kick in Portugal's second match of the group stage.[325] In the quarter-finals against England, his Manchester United teammate Wayne Rooney was sent off for stamping on Portugal defender Ricardo Carvalho[image: External link]. Although the referee later clarified that the red card was only due to Rooney's infraction,[326] the English media speculated that Ronaldo had influenced his decision by aggressively complaining, after which he was seen in replays winking at Portugal's bench following Rooney's dismissal.[327] Ronaldo was subsequently booed during their 1–0 semi-final defeat to France[image: External link].[328] FIFA's Technical Study Group overlooked him for the tournament's Best Young Player award, citing his behaviour as a factor in the decision.[329]
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 2006–12: Captaincy




Post World Cup, one day after his 22nd birthday, Ronaldo captained Portugal for the first time in a friendly game against Brazil[image: External link] on 6 February 2007,[330] as requested by Portuguese Football Federation[image: External link] president Carlos Silva, who had died two days earlier.[331] Ahead of Euro 2008[image: External link], he was given the number 7 shirt for the first time.[332] While he scored eight goals in the qualification[image: External link],[333] the second-highest tally, he scored just one goal in the tournament, netting the second goal of their 3–1 win in the group stage match against the Czech Republic[image: External link], where he was named man of the match.[334] Portugal were eliminated in the quarter-finals with a 3–2 loss against eventual finalists Germany[image: External link].[335]

After Portugal's unsuccessful performance in the European Championship, Luiz Felipe Scolari[image: External link] was replaced as coach by Carlos Queiroz, formerly the assistant manager at United.[336] Queiroz made Ronaldo the squad's permanent captain in July 2008.[337] Ronaldo failed to score a single goal in the qualification[image: External link] for the 2010 World Cup[image: External link], as Portugal narrowly avoided a premature elimination from the tournament with a play-off victory over Bosnia[image: External link].[338] At the group stage of the World Cup, he was named man of the match in all three matches against Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], and Brazil.[339][340][341] His only goal of the tournament came in their 7–0 rout of North Korea,[342] which marked his first international goal in 16 months.[343] Portugal's World Cup ended with a 1–0 loss against eventual champions Spain[image: External link] in the round of 16.[344]

Ronaldo scored seven goals in the qualification[image: External link] for Euro 2012[image: External link], including two strikes against Bosnia in the play-offs, to send Portugal into the tournament, where they were drawn in a "group of death[image: External link]".[345] After the opening 0–1 defeat to Germany, he also failed to score in the 3–2 win against Denmark[image: External link], missing two clear one-on-one chances,[346][347] which led to criticism from his countrymen for underperforming.[348] He redeemed himself in the last group match against the Netherlands, where he scored twice to secure a 2–1 victory,[349] and the quarter-finals against the Czech Republic, scoring a header to give his team a 1–0 win.[350][351] He was named man of the match against both opponents.[352][353] After the semi-finals against Spain ended scoreless, with Ronaldo having sent three shots over the bar,[354] Portugal were eliminated in the penalty shootout. Ronaldo did not take a penalty as he had been slated to take the unused fifth,[355] a decision that drew criticism.[356][357][358] As the joint top scorer with three goals, alongside five other players, he was again included in the team of the tournament.[359]
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 2012–16: All-time Portugal top scorer and European champion




During the qualification[image: External link] for the 2014 World Cup[image: External link], Ronaldo scored a total of eight goals. A qualifying match on 17 October 2012, a 1–1 draw against Northern Ireland[image: External link], earned him his 100th cap.[360] His first international hat-trick also came against Northern Ireland, when he found the net three times in a 15-minute spell of a 4–2 qualifying victory on 6 September 2013.[361] After Portugal failed to qualify during the regular campaign, Ronaldo scored all four of the team's goals in the play-offs against Sweden[image: External link], which ensured their place at the tournament.[362] His hat-trick in the second leg took his international tally to 47 goals, equalling Pauleta's record.[363] Ronaldo subsequently netted twice in a 5–1 friendly win over Cameroon[image: External link] on 5 March 2014 to become his country's all-time top scorer[image: External link].[364]

Going into the World Cup, as Portugal's only star player, Ronaldo was primarily responsible for any possible success.[365] As a result, he took part in the tournament despite suffering from patellar tendinitis and a related thigh injury,[366][367] potentially risking his career.[368] Ronaldo later commented: "If we had two or three Cristiano Ronaldos in the team I would feel more comfortable. But we don't."[369] Despite ongoing doubts over his fitness, being forced to abort practice twice,[370][371] Ronaldo played the full 90 minutes of the opening match against Germany, though he was unable to prevent a 4–0 defeat.[372] After assisting an injury-time 2–2 equaliser against the United States[image: External link],[373] he scored a late match-winning goal in a 2–1 victory over Ghana[image: External link].[374] His 50th international goal[image: External link] made him the first Portuguese to play and score in three World Cups.[375] Portugal were eliminated from the tournament at the close of the group stage on goal difference.[374]

Ronaldo scored five goals, including a hat-trick against Armenia[image: External link], in the qualification[image: External link] for Euro 2016[image: External link].[376][377][378][379] With the only goal in another victory over Armenia on 14 November 2014, he reached 23 goals in the European Championship, including qualifying matches, to become the competition's all-time leading goalscorer[image: External link].[380] At the start of the tournament, however, Ronaldo failed to convert his chances in Portugal's draws against Iceland[image: External link] and Austria[image: External link], despite taking a total of 20 shots on goal. In the latter match, he overtook Luís Figo as his nation's most capped player[image: External link] with his 128th international appearance, which ended scoreless after he missed a penalty in the second half.[381] With two goals and an assist in the last match of the group stage, a 3–3 draw against Hungary[image: External link], Ronaldo became the first player to score in four European Championships, having made a record 17 appearances[image: External link] in the tournament.[382][383] Though placed third in their group behind Hungary and Iceland, his team qualified for the knockout round as a result of the competition's newly expanded format.[384]




"Cristiano is sacrificing himself, he's working a lot for the team; he's not angry. When he doesn't score he's usually angry, but not now. He works a lot, also defending. You can see he's an authentic leader."





—Former Portugal international Paulo Futre[image: External link][385]


In Portugal's first knockout match, Ronaldo's only attempt on goal was parried by Croatia[image: External link]'s goalkeeper into the path of Ricardo Quaresma[image: External link], whose finish then secured a 1–0 victory late in extra time.[386] After his team progressed past Poland[image: External link] on penalties,[387] Ronaldo became the first player to participate in three European Championship semi-finals;[388] he scored the opening goal and assisted a second in a 2–0 win against Wales[image: External link], equalling Michel Platini as the competition's all-time top scorer with 9 goals.[389] In the final[image: External link] against hosts France, Ronaldo was forced off after just 25 minutes following a challenge from Dimitri Payet; after multiple treatments and attempts to play on, he was stretchered off the field and replaced by Quaresma. During extra time, substitute Éder[image: External link] scored in the 109th minute to earn Portugal a 1–0 victory.[390] As team captain, Ronaldo later lifted the trophy in celebration of his country's first-ever triumph in a major tournament. He was awarded the Silver Boot[image: External link] as the joint second-highest goalscorer, with three goals and three assists, and was named to the team of the tournament for the third time in his career.[391][392]
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 2016–present: 2018 FIFA World Cup qualification







"I admire him [Ronaldo], if I had to set up a national team he would be my first pick."





—In an interview with Sportsmail, Pelé[image: External link] insisted that if he had to select his dream national team, Ronaldo would be his first pick.[393]


Following the Euro 2016 success, Ronaldo scored four goals against Andorra in the 2018 FIFA World Cup qualifiers[image: External link] on 8 October 2016. His four goals against a nine-man team marked the highest amount of goals he has scored in an international match.[394][395] On 13 November, Ronaldo scored two goals (while also missing a penalty) in another qualifier against Latvia[image: External link], which ended in a 4–1 home victory; these goals brought his international tally to 68 goals, putting level with Gerd Müller[image: External link] and Robbie Keane[image: External link] as the fourth-highest European international goalscorer of all-time.[396] He played his first professional match on his home island of Madeira on 28 March 2017 at the age of 32, opening a 2–3 friendly defeat to Sweden at the Estádio dos Barreiros[image: External link]; with the goal, he tied with Miroslav Klose[image: External link] on 71 goals as the third-highest scoring European in international football.[397]
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 Player profile
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 Style of play




A versatile attacker, Ronaldo is capable of playing on either wing as well as through the centre of the pitch,[398] and, while ostensibly right-footed, is very strong with both feet.[399] He ranks among the world's fastest footballers, both with and without the ball.[400] Tactically, Ronaldo has undergone several evolutions throughout his career. While at Sporting and during his first season at Manchester United, he was typically deployed as a traditional winger[image: External link] on the right side of midfield, where he regularly looked to deliver crosses[image: External link] into the penalty area. In this position, he was able to use his pace and acceleration, agility, and technical skills to take on opponents in one-on-one situations. Ronaldo became noted for his dribbling[image: External link] and flair, often displaying an array of tricks[image: External link] and feints[image: External link],[400][401] such as the step overs[image: External link] that became his trademark.[402]

As Ronaldo matured, he underwent a major physical transformation, developing a muscular body type that allows him to retain possession of the ball.[403] His strength, combined with his elevation and height of 1.85 m (6 ft 1 in), awarded him an edge in winning aerial challenges for balls; consequently, many of his goals have been headers.[401][404] Concurrently with his increased stamina and work-rate, his goalscoring ability improved drastically on the left wing, where he was given the positional freedom to move into the centre to finish attacks. He also increasingly played a creative role for his team, participating in build-up plays courtesy of his good vision and passing ability.[400]

In his final seasons at United, Ronaldo played an even more attacking and central role, functioning both as a striker[image: External link] and as a supporting forward[image: External link], or even as an attacking midfielder[image: External link] on occasion.[405] He developed into a prolific goalscorer, capable of finishing well both inside the penalty area and from distance with an accurate and powerful shot.[142][405][406] An accurate penalty kick taker,[407] he also became a set piece specialist, renowned for his powerful, bending[image: External link] free kicks,[408] though his ability in this regard deteriorated later on in his career.[409][410]

At Real Madrid, he continued to play a more offensive role, while his creative and defensive duties became more limited.[405] Initially deployed as a centre-forward[image: External link], he was later moved back onto the left wing, though in a free tactical role, allowing him to drift into the centre at will.[411][412] Madrid's counter-attacking style of play allowed him to become a more efficient and consistent player, as evidenced by his record-breaking goalscoring feats.[413] From 2013 onwards, he effectively adapted his style to the physical effects of ageing with increasingly reduced off-the-ball movement and general involvement, instead focusing on short-distance goalscoring.[402]
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"In the six years [Manchester United] had him, you just saw his game grow all the time, and he was a fantastic player. Now you see the complete player. His decision-making, his maturity, his experience, plus all the great skills he has got, they all make him the complete player."





—Former manager Alex Ferguson, January 2013[414]


Ronaldo is widely regarded as one of the two best players of his generation, alongside Lionel Messi,[415][416] and as one of the best players to ever play the game.[417] Acclaimed for his prolific and consistent goalscoring ability, he is considered a decisive player, who stands out in games and who can be a game changer.[418] Ronaldo is noted for his work ethic and dedication to improvement on the training field.[419] His drive and determination to succeed are fuelled by a desire to carve his name in history alongside football players such as Pelé[image: External link] and Diego Maradona[image: External link].[420]

Ronaldo has at times been criticised for diving[image: External link] when tackled, about which his former Real Madrid manager José Mourinho responded: "Cristiano is a player who does not have the culture of the swimming pool, he has no culture of simulation, he is a British-trained player, Ferguson[image: External link] trained. In some cases, the simulators are given more protection, and those who are honest are often the losers. I'm not a hypocrite if I say that they [defenders] hit Cristiano very hard, and that the yellow cards do not arrive or are slow in coming".[421] Despite his talent, he was also occasionally criticised early in his career by manager Alex Ferguson[image: External link], teammates and the media for being a selfish or overly flamboyant player.[422][423]

Earlier in his career, Ronaldo had also been described as having an "arrogant image" on the field, with Ronaldo stating that he had become a "victim", because of how he was portrayed in the media.[424] He is often seen moaning, gesticulating and scowling while trying to inspire his team to victory, with Ronaldo insisting that his competitive nature should not be mistaken for arrogance.[424] His managers, teammates and various journalists have commented that this reputation has caused an unfair image of him.[425][426][427][428][429] In 2014, Ronaldo told France Football[image: External link] that he had made a "mistake" when he said in 2011, "People are jealous of me as I am young handsome and rich", adding that he had matured since then and fans understood him better.[430]
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 Comparisons to Lionel Messi




Main article: Messi–Ronaldo rivalry[image: External link]


Both players have scored in two UEFA Champions League finals and have regularly broken the 50 goal barrier in a single season. Sports journalists and pundits regularly argue the individual merits of both players in an attempt to argue who they believe is the best player in modern football.[431] It has been compared to sports rivalries[image: External link] such as the Muhammad Ali[image: External link]-Joe Frazier[image: External link] rivalry in boxing, the Borg–McEnroe rivalry[image: External link] in tennis, and the Ayrton Senna[image: External link]-Alain Prost[image: External link] rivalry from Formula One[image: External link] motor racing.[432][433]




"It's part of my life now. People are bound to compare us. He tries to do his best for his club and for his national team, as I do, and there is a degree of rivalry with both of us trying to do the best for the teams we represent."





—Cristiano Ronaldo commenting on his rivalry with Messi.[434]


Some commentators choose to analyse the differing physiques and playing styles of the two,[435] while part of the debate revolves around the contrasting personalities of the two players: Ronaldo is sometimes depicted as an arrogant and theatrical showoff, while Messi is portrayed as a shy, humble character.[436][437][438][439]

In a 2012 interview, Ronaldo commented on the rivalry, saying "I think we push each other sometimes in the competition, this is why the competition is so high",[440] while Ronaldo's manager during his time at Manchester United[image: External link], Alex Ferguson[image: External link], opined that "I don't think the rivalry against each other bothers them. I think they have their own personal pride in terms of wanting to be the best".[441] Messi himself denied any rivalry, saying that it was "only the media, the press, who wants us to be at loggerheads but I've never fought with Cristiano".[442] Responding to the claims that he and Messi do not get on well on a personal level, Ronaldo commented; "We don't have a relationship outside the world of football, just as we don't with a lot of other players", before adding that in years to come he hopes they can laugh about it together, stating; "We have to look on this rivalry with a positive spirit, because it's a good thing."[434] Representing archrivals Barcelona and Real Madrid, the two players face each other at least twice every season in the world's biggest club game, El Clásico[image: External link], which had a global audience of 400 million viewers in March 2014.[443]

In a debate at Oxford Union[image: External link] in October 2013, when asked whether FIFA president Sepp Blatter preferred Messi or Ronaldo, Blatter paid tribute to the work ethic of the Argentine before taking a swipe at Ronaldo, claiming "one of them has more expenses for the hairdresser than the other". Real Madrid demanded – and promptly received – a full apology, and the Portuguese issued his own riposte with a mock-salute celebration after scoring a penalty against Sevilla, after Blatter had described him as a "commander" on the pitch.[444]
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Forbes[image: External link] has twice ranked Ronaldo first on their list of the world's highest-paid football players; his combined income from salaries, bonuses and off-field earnings was $73 million in 2013–14 and $79 million in 2014–15.[445][446] The latter earnings saw him listed behind only boxer Floyd Mayweather, Jr.[image: External link] on the magazine's list of The World's Highest-Paid Athletes.[447] In 2016, he became the first footballer to top the Forbes list of highest-earning athletes, with a total income of $88 million from his salary and endorsements in 2015–16.[448] Ronaldo is one of the world's most marketable athletes: SportsPro[image: External link] rated him the fifth most marketable athlete in 2012,[449] and eighth most marketable athlete in 2013, with Brazilian footballer Neymar topping both lists.[449][450] Sports market research company Repucom named Ronaldo the most marketable and most recognised football player in the world in May 2014.[451] He was additionally named in the 2014 Time 100[image: External link], Time[image: External link]'s annual list of the most influential people in the world.[452] In June 2016, ESPN named Ronaldo the world's most famous athlete.[453]

As his reputation grew from his time at Manchester United, Ronaldo signed many sponsorship deals for consumer products, including e.g. sportswear (he wears Nike Mercurial Vapor CR7 boots), soft drinks, clothing, automotive lubricants, financial services, electronics, computer video games, and much more.[454][455][455][456][457][458][459]

Ronaldo has established a strong online presence; the most popular sportsperson on social media, he counted 158 million total followers across Facebook[image: External link], Twitter[image: External link] and Instagram[image: External link] by June 2015.[460] As of June 2015, he has the world's biggest Facebook fanbase with 103 million followers:[460] he became the first sportsperson to reach 50 million followers in August 2010,[461] and in October 2014, he became the first sportsperson, and the second person after Shakira[image: External link], to reach 100 million followers.[462] He is also the most-followed athlete on Twitter with 37.8 million followers as of September 2015,[463] and is the most-followed footballer on Instagram with 33.6 million followers as of October 2015.[464] Ronaldo has released two mobile apps: in December 2011, he launched an iPhone[image: External link] game called Heads Up with Cristiano, created by developer RockLive[image: External link],[465] and in December 2013, he launched Viva Ronaldo, a dedicated social networking website and mobile app.[466] Computer security company McAfee[image: External link] produced a 2012 report ranking footballers by the probability of an internet search for their name leading to an unsafe website, with Ronaldo's name first on the list.[467]

Ronaldo's life and person have been the subject of several works. His autobiography, titled Moments, was published in December 2007.[468] His sponsor Castro produced the television film Ronaldo: Tested to the Limit, in which he is physically and mentally tested in several fields; his physical performance was consequently subject to scrutiny by world media upon the film's release in September 2011.[469] Cristiano Ronaldo: The World at his Feet, a documentary narrated by the actor Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link], was released via Vimeo[image: External link] and Vision Films in June 2014.[470] A documentary film about his life and career, titled Ronaldo[image: External link], was released worldwide on 9 November 2015.[463] Directed by BAFTA-winner Anthony Wonke[image: External link], the film is produced and distributed by Universal Pictures, while Asif Kapadia[image: External link] is the executive producer.[471]

In December 2013, Ronaldo opened a museum, Museu CR7[image: External link], in his hometown of Funchal[image: External link], Madeira, to house trophies and memorabilia of his life and playing career.[472] At a ceremony held at the Belém Palace[image: External link] in January 2014, President of Portugal Aníbal Cavaco Silva[image: External link] raised Ronaldo to the rank of Grand Officer of the Order of Prince Henry[image: External link], "to distinguish an athlete of world renown who has been a symbol of Portugal globally, contributing to the international projection of the country and setting an example of tenacity for future generations".[473] A bronze statue of Ronaldo, designed by artist Ricardo Madeira Veloso, was unveiled in Funchal on 21 December 2014.[474][475]

In June 2010, during the build-up to the World Cup, Ronaldo became the fourth footballer – after Steven Gerrard, Pelé[image: External link] and David Beckham[image: External link] – to be represented as a waxwork at Madame Tussauds London[image: External link].[476] Another waxwork of him was presented at the Madrid Wax Museum in December 2013.[477] In June 2015, astronomers led by David Sobral from Lisbon[image: External link] and Leiden[image: External link] discovered a galaxy which they named CR7 (Cosmos Redshift 7[image: External link]) in tribute to Cristiano Ronaldo in reference to his CR7 mantle (his initials and shirt number).[478][479] On 23 July 2016, following Portugal's triumph at Euro 2016, Madeira Airport in Funchal was renamed the Cristiano Ronaldo International Airport[image: External link].[480][481] The unveiling of the rebranded terminal took place on 29 March 2017.[482]
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 Outside football
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 Personal life




Ronaldo's father, José Dinis Aveiro, died of an alcoholism-related liver condition at age 52 in September 2005 when Ronaldo was 20.[483][484] Ronaldo has said that he does not drink alcohol[image: External link] and he received libel[image: External link] damages over a Daily Mirror[image: External link] article that reported him drinking heavily in a nightclub while recovering from an injury in July 2008.[485]




"In football I don’t have a lot of friends. People I really trust? Not many. Most of the time I’m alone. I consider myself an isolated person."





–During the filming of his authorized biography[image: External link], Ronaldo admitted to often preferring solitude while working, attributing it to his autonomous way of living.[369]


In October 2005, a month after his father died, Ronaldo was arrested on suspicion of raping a woman in a London hotel and released on bail.[486] Ronaldo denied the allegations and charges were dropped by Scotland Yard[image: External link] in November 2005 due to "insufficient evidence". Ronaldo issued a statement saying: "I have always strongly maintained my innocence of any wrong-doing and I am glad that this matter is at an end so that I can concentrate on playing for Manchester United".[487]

Ronaldo became a father on 17 June 2010 following the birth of a son.[488] The child, named Cristiano, and nicknamed by the family 'Cristianinho',[489] was born in the United States,[490] and Ronaldo announced that he had full custody.[491] Ronaldo has never publicly revealed the identity of his son's mother.[492]

Ronaldo has previously dated English models Alice Goodwin[493] and Gemma Atkinson[image: External link]. In 2010, he began dating Russian model Irina Shayk[image: External link], whom he reportedly met through their Armani Exchange[image: External link] campaigns.[494] Ronaldo and Shayk appeared together on the May 2014 cover of Vogue[image: External link]'s Spanish edition.[495] The couple ended their relationship in January 2015.[496]

He is a Roman Catholic.[497] Ronaldo does not have tattoos[image: External link] as it would prevent him from donating blood, which he does several times a year.[498] In August 2015, Ronaldo bought an $18.5 million loft in Trump Tower[image: External link] in New York City.[499] Ronaldo has been accused of using a Dublin-based firm in order to avoid Spanish taxes.[500]
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Television footage of the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami[image: External link] showed an eight-year-old boy survivor named Martunis[image: External link] wearing a number 7 Portuguese football shirt who was stranded for 19 days after his family was killed. Following this, Ronaldo visited Aceh[image: External link], Indonesia, to raise funds for rehabilitation and reconstruction.[501][502] After accepting undisclosed damages from a libel case against The Sun newspaper in 2008, Ronaldo donated the damages to a charity in Madeira[image: External link].[503] In 2009, Ronaldo donated £100,000 to the hospital that saved his mother's life in Madeira[image: External link] following her battle with cancer, so that they could build a cancer centre on the island.[504] In support of the victims of the 2010 Madeira flood[image: External link], Ronaldo pledged to play in a charity match in Madeira between Primeira Liga[image: External link] club Porto and players from Madeiran-based clubs Marítimo[image: External link] and Nacional[image: External link].[505]

In 2012, Ronaldo and his agent paid for specialist treatment for a nine-year-old Canarian boy with apparently terminal cancer.[506] In November 2012, Ronaldo sold the golden boot he had won in 2011 for €1.5 million and gave the money to fund schools for children in Gaza.[507] In December 2012, Ronaldo joined FIFA's '11 for Health' programme to raise awareness amongst kids of how to steer clear of conditions including drug addiction, HIV, malaria and obesity.[508][509]

In January 2013, Ronaldo became Save the Children[image: External link]'s new Global Artist Ambassador, in which he hopes to help fight child hunger and obesity.[510] In March, Ronaldo agreed to be the ambassador for The Mangrove Care Forum in Indonesia, an organisation aiming to raise awareness of mangrove[image: External link] conservation.[511]

In November 2014, Ronaldo appeared in FIFA's "11 against Ebola[image: External link]" campaign with a selection of top football players from around the world, including Neymar, Gareth Bale[image: External link], Xavi and Didier Drogba.[512] Under the slogan "Together, we can beat Ebola", FIFA's campaign was done in conjunction with the Confederation of African Football[image: External link] and health experts, with the players holding up eleven messages to raise awareness of the disease and ways to combat it.[512] He was named the world's most charitable sportsperson in 2015.[513] In June 2016, Ronaldo donated the entirety of his €600,000 Champions League bonus after Real Madrid won the 2015–16 UEFA Champions League[image: External link].[513]

In August 2016, Ronaldo launched CR7Selfie, a selfie[image: External link] app for charity to help Save the Children that lets participants take a selfie with him in one of several different outfits and poses.[514] In the app, fans can select from among 68 photos of Ronaldo in different outfits and poses, and scroll through 39 filters to apply to their selfies.[515]
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 Fashion




Ronaldo is known as a fashion icon, and is a lucrative spokesperson sought after by clothing designers, health and fitness specialists, fashion magazines, perfume and cosmetics manufacturers, hair stylists, exercise promoters, and spa and recreation companies. One example is a line of fragrances called Legacy.[516]

He opened his first fashion boutique under the name "CR7" (his initials and shirt number) on the island of Madeira[image: External link], Portugal in 2006. Ronaldo expanded his business with a second clothes boutique in Lisbon[image: External link] in 2008. The stores include diamond-studded belts, jeans with leather pockets and patented buckled loafers. The store also sells slinky outfits for women.[517]

In partnership with Scandinavian manufacturer JBS Textile Group and the New York fashion designer Richard Chai[image: External link], Ronaldo co-designed a range of underwear and sock line, released in November 2013.[518] He later expanded his CR7 fashion brand by launching a line of premium shirts[519] and shoes by July 2014.[520] In June 2015, Ronaldo announced that he would be releasing his own fragrance by the end of the year, in a partnership with Eden Parfums.[521]
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	As of 14 May 2017





	Club statistics



	Club
	Season
	League
	Cup[a]
	League Cup
	Europe[image: External link]
	Other[b]
	Total



	Division
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals



	Sporting CP B[image: External link]
	2002–03[image: External link][522]
	Segunda Divisão[image: External link]
	2
	0
	—
	—
	—
	—
	2
	0



	Sporting CP[image: External link]
	2002–03[image: External link][523]
	Primeira Liga[image: External link]
	25
	3
	3
	2
	—
	3[c]
	0
	0
	0
	31
	5



	Manchester United[image: External link][524]
	2003–04[image: External link]
	Premier League[image: External link]
	29
	4
	5
	2
	1
	0
	5[d]
	0
	0
	0
	40
	6



	2004–05[image: External link]
	33
	5
	7
	4
	2
	0
	8[d]
	0
	0
	0
	50
	9



	2005–06[image: External link]
	33
	9
	2
	0
	4
	2
	8[d]
	1
	—
	47
	12



	2006–07[image: External link]
	34
	17
	7
	3
	1
	0
	11[d]
	3
	—
	53
	23



	2007–08[image: External link]
	34
	31
	3
	3
	0
	0
	11[d]
	8
	1[e]
	0
	49
	42



	2008–09[image: External link]
	33
	18
	2
	1
	4
	2
	12[d]
	4
	2[f]
	1
	53
	26



	Total
	196
	84
	26
	13
	12
	4
	55
	16
	3
	1
	292
	118



	Real Madrid
	2009–10[image: External link][157]
	La Liga
	29
	26
	0
	0
	—
	6[d]
	7
	—
	35
	33



	2010–11[image: External link][165]
	34
	40[g]
	8
	7
	—
	12[d]
	6
	—
	54
	53



	2011–12[image: External link][526]
	38
	46
	5
	3
	—
	10[d]
	10
	2[h]
	1
	55
	60



	2012–13[image: External link][527]
	34
	34
	7
	7
	—
	12[d]
	12
	2[h]
	2
	55
	55



	2013–14[image: External link][528]
	30
	31
	6
	3
	—
	11[d]
	17
	—
	47
	51



	2014–15[image: External link][529]
	35
	48
	2
	1
	—
	12[d]
	10
	5[i]
	2
	54
	61



	2015–16[image: External link][529]
	36
	35
	0
	0
	—
	12[d]
	16
	—
	48
	51



	2016–17[image: External link][529]
	27
	22
	2
	1
	—
	12[d]
	10
	2[f]
	4
	43
	37



	Total
	263
	282
	30
	22
	—
	87
	88
	11
	9
	391
	401



	Career total
	486
	369
	59
	37
	12
	4
	145
	104
	14
	10
	716
	524






	
^ Includes the Taça de Portugal[image: External link], FA Cup[image: External link] and Copa del Rey[image: External link]


	
^ Includes the FA Community Shield, UEFA Super Cup, FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] and Supercopa de España


	
^ one appearance in UEFA Champions League[image: External link], two appearances in UEFA Cup[image: External link]


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n All appearance(s) in UEFA Champions League


	
^ Appearance in FA Community Shield


	
^ a b All appearances in FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]


	
^ Does not include one goal scored on 18 September 2010 against Real Sociedad[image: External link]. Marca[image: External link], which awards the Pichichi Trophy[image: External link], attribute it to Ronaldo, while La Liga and UEFA attribute it to Pepe.[525]


	
^ a b All appearances in Supercopa de España


	
^ one appearance and two goals in UEFA Super Cup[image: External link], two appearances in Supercopa de España[image: External link], two appearances in FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]
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For more details on this topic, see List of international goals scored by Cristiano Ronaldo[image: External link].


	
As of 28 March 2017[530][531][532]






	National team
	Year
	Apps
	Goals
	Ratio



	Portugal[image: External link]
	2003
	2
	0
	0.00



	2004
	16
	7
	0.44



	2005
	11
	2
	0.18



	2006
	14
	6
	0.43



	2007
	10
	5
	0.50



	2008
	8
	1
	0.13



	2009
	7
	1
	0.14



	2010
	11
	3
	0.27



	2011
	8
	7
	0.88



	2012
	13
	5
	0.38



	2013
	9
	10
	1.11



	2014
	9
	5
	0.55



	2015
	5
	3
	0.60



	2016
	13
	13
	1.00



	2017
	2
	3
	1.50



	Total
	138
	71
	0.51
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For a comprehensive listing of Ronaldo's achievements, see List of career achievements by Cristiano Ronaldo[image: External link].
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	Manchester United[533]





	
Premier League[image: External link]: 2006–07[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link]


	
FA Cup[image: External link]: 2003–04[image: External link]


	
Football League Cup: 2005–06[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link]


	
FA Community Shield: 2007[image: External link]


	
UEFA Champions League: 2007–08[image: External link]


	
FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]: 2008[image: External link]





	Real Madrid[533]





	
La Liga: 2011–12[image: External link]


	
Copa del Rey[image: External link]: 2010–11[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link]


	
Supercopa de España: 2012[image: External link]


	
UEFA Champions League: 2013–14[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link]


	
UEFA Super Cup: 2014[image: External link]


	
FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]: 2014[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 International





	Portugal




	
UEFA European Championship[image: External link]: 2016[image: External link]
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Ballon d'Or[image: External link]: 2008[image: External link],[533] 2016[image: External link][534]


	
FIFA Ballon d'Or[image: External link]: 2013[image: External link],[533] 2014[image: External link][535]


	
FIFA World Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2008[image: External link][536]


	
FIFPro World Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2008[537]


	
The Best FIFA Men's Player[image: External link]: 2016[image: External link]


	
UEFA Best Player in Europe Award[image: External link]: 2014,[238] 2016[538]


	
World Soccer Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2008, 2013, 2014, 2016 [539]


	
GSA Best Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2011, 2014, 2016[540]


	
Onze d'Or[image: External link]: 2008[541]

	Onze d'Argent: 2007,[541] 2009,[541] 2011–12[541]


	Onze de Bronze: 2010–11[541]






	
Bravo Award[image: External link]: 2004[542]


	
FIFPro Special Young Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2003–04, 2004–05[543]


	
CNID Best Portuguese Athlete Abroad[image: External link]: 2007,[544] 2008,[545] 2009,[546] 2011,[547] 2012,[548] 2013,[549] 2015,[550] 2016[551]


	
PFA Portuguese player of the year[image: External link]: 2016[552]


	
European Golden Shoe[image: External link]: 2007–08, 2010–11, 2013–14, 2014–15[533]


	
IFFHS[image: External link] World's Best Top Goal Scorer: 2013,[553] 2014,[554] 2016

	IFFHS World's Best Top Division Scorer: 2014,[555] 2015

	
FIFA Puskás Award[image: External link]: 2009[image: External link][556]


	
FIFA FIFPro World XI[image: External link]: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link][557]


	
UEFA Team of the Year[image: External link]: 2004[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link],[558] 2016[image: External link]


	
UEFA Ultimate Team of the Year[image: External link][559]


	
ESM Team of the Year[image: External link]: 2006–07, 2007–08, 2010–11, 2011–12, 2012–13, 2013–14, 2014–15[560]


	
FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] Golden Boot:[image: External link] 2016[image: External link]


	FIFA Club World Cup Golden Ball[image: External link]: 2016[image: External link]

	FIFA Club World Cup Silver Ball[image: External link]: 2008[image: External link],[561] 2014[image: External link][258][257]






	
UEFA Club Footballer of the Year[image: External link]: 2007–08[562]


	
UEFA Club Forward of the Year[image: External link]: 2007–08[559]


	
UEFA Champions League Team of the Season: 2013–14[image: External link],[563] 2014–15[image: External link],[564] 2015–16[image: External link][565]


	UEFA Champions League Team of the Group Stage: 2015–16[image: External link][566][567]


	
UEFA Champions League top scorer[image: External link]: 2007–08[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link][559]


	
UEFA European Championship Team of the Tournament[image: External link]: 2004[image: External link],[568] 2012[image: External link][569] 2016[image: External link][391]


	
UEFA European Championship Silver Boot[image: External link]: 2016[image: External link][392]


	
UEFA Euro All Time XI[image: External link][570]


	
UEFA European Championship Co-top scorer[image: External link]: 2012[image: External link][571]


	
Sir Matt Busby Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2003–04, 2006–07, 2007–08

	
Manchester United[image: External link] Players' Player of the Year: 2006–07, 2007–08

	
Manchester United[image: External link] Goal of the Season: 2008–09[572]


	
PFA Young Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2006–07[image: External link][573]


	
PFA Fans' Player of the Year[image: External link]: 2006–07[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link]


	
PFA Players' Player of the Year: 2006–07[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link][574]


	
FWA Footballer of the Year[image: External link]: 2006–07[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link][575]


	
Barclays Player of the Year[image: External link] 2006–07[image: External link],[576] 2007–08[image: External link][577]


	
Premier League Player of the Month[image: External link]: November 2006[image: External link], December 2006[image: External link], January 2008[image: External link], March 2008[image: External link][578]


	
PFA Premier League Team of the Year[image: External link]: 2005–06[image: External link], 2006–07[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link]


	
Premier League Golden Boot[image: External link]: 2007–08[image: External link][576]


	
Premier League 20 Seasons Awards[image: External link] Fantasy Team – Public[579]


	
Premier League 20 Seasons Awards[image: External link] Fantasy Team – Experts[579]


	
La Liga Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: 2012–13

	La Liga Best Player: 2013–14

	La Liga Best Forward: 2013–14

	La Liga Best Goal: 2013–14

	La Liga Fans 5 Star Player: 2014–15

	
Trofeo EFE Best Ibero-American Soccer Player of the Spanish League[image: External link]: 2012–13

	
Trofeo Alfredo Di Stéfano[image: External link]: 2011–12[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link],[580] 2013–14[image: External link],[581] 2015–16[image: External link][582]


	
La Liga Player of the Month[image: External link]: November 2013[image: External link],[583] May 2015[image: External link][584]


	
La Liga Team of the Season[image: External link]: 2013–14[image: External link],[585] 2014–15[image: External link],[586] 2015–16[image: External link][587]


	
La Liga top scorer[image: External link]: 2010–11[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link], 2014–15[image: External link][533]


	
Copa del Rey[image: External link] top goalscorer: 2010–11[image: External link][588]


	
BBC Overseas Sports Personality of the Year[image: External link]: 2014

	
ESPY Awards Best International Athlete[image: External link]: 2014[image: External link],[589] 2016[image: External link]


	
GSA Best Media Attraction[image: External link]: 2011[540]


	GSA Greatest Media Attraction: 2011[540]


	GSA Fans Favorite Player: 2013[540]


	GSA Goodwill Award: 2016[540]
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	As of 12 December 2016
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 World





	
The most expensive footballer in history[image: External link]: 2009–2013[594]


	
Top goalscorer in the history of FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link]: 5 goals (shared with Lionel Messi, César Delgado[image: External link] and Luis Suárez[image: External link])[595][596]


	Most international goals in a calendar year: 25 (in 2013, shared with Vivian Woodward[image: External link] and Lionel Messi)[597]


	First footballer to reach 40 goals in a professional league for two consecutive seasons[597]


	First player to score in every minute of an official football game[240][598]


	Only player to win the League title, Domestic Cup, Domestic Supercup, Champions League, Club World Cup[image: External link], League Player of the Year, Golden Shoe[image: External link] and Ballon d'Or[image: External link] at two different clubs (Manchester United[image: External link] and Real Madrid)[599][600]


	Only player to win the League title, Domestic Cup, Domestic Supercup, Champions League, Club World Cup[image: External link], League Player of the Year, Golden Shoe[image: External link] and Ballon d'Or[image: External link] at two different league (England Premier League[image: External link] and La Liga)[599][600]


	Most appearances in the FIFPro World XI[image: External link]: 10 times (2007–2016) (shared with Lionel Messi)[601]


	First and only player to appear in the FIFPro World XI[image: External link] for two different clubs.

	Only player to have won more than one FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link] Silver Ball[image: External link].[602]


	
Guinness World Record[image: External link] for Most Liked Person on Facebook[image: External link]: 2015[463]


	Only player in the world who has scored in 7 consecutive major international tournaments : the 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2012[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link] editions of the European Championship[image: External link]; and the 2006[image: External link], 2010[image: External link] and 2014[image: External link] editions of the World Cup[image: External link].[603]
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 Europe





	Most career goals in Europe’s top six leagues: 367[604][605]


	Most goals scored in all UEFA competitions: 137 goals[606]


	First player to reach 100 career goals in European competitions (club football)[310]


	First player to reach 100 goals in the UEFA Champions League[606]


	Most goals scored in European competitions (club football): 106 goals

	Most goals scored in the UEFA Champions League: 103 goals[607][608]


	Most goals scored in a UEFA Champions League/European Cup season: 17 goals[image: External link] in 2013–14[609]


	Most goals scored in the UEFA Champions League group stage: 11 goals[image: External link] in 2015–16[282][283]


	Most goals scored in UEFA Champions League knockout phase: 52 goals[image: External link]


	Most UEFA Champions League goals scored in a calendar year: 15 goals in 2013[610]


	Only player to score 15 or more UEFA Champions League goals in two different seasons: in 2013–14 and 2015–16[611]


	The first player in the history of UEFA Champions League to score three hat-tricks in a single season: in 2015–16[611]


	First footballer to have won the European Golden Shoe[image: External link] in two different leagues: English Premier League (2007–08) and Spanish La Liga (2010–11, 2013–14, 2014–15)[612]


	Most goals scored in the UEFA European Championship[image: External link], including qualifying: 29 goals[image: External link], for Portugal[image: External link][380]


	Most career goals at UEFA European Championship finals: 9 goals[image: External link], for Portugal[image: External link] (shared with Michel Platini)[613]


	Only player to have scored at four UEFA European Championship finals: 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2016[image: External link][613]


	Only player to have scored three or above (goals) at more than one UEFA European Championship finals: 3 goals in 2012[image: External link] and in 2016[image: External link][613]


	Most headed goals[image: External link] at UEFA European Championship finals: 5[613]


	Highest appearance-maker at UEFA European Championship finals: 20 appearances[613]


	Most goals scored in UEFA European Championship and European FIFA World Cup qualifiers: 44 goals[606]


	First player to ever score 10 goals in five consecutive UEFA Champions League seasons: 2011–12 to 2015–16

	Only player to score for two different winning teams in the European Cup Final: Manchester United (2007–08) and Real Madrid (2013–14)[614]


	Most away goals scored in Champions League history: 42 goals[608]


	Most consecutive UEFA Champions League away games scored in: 12

	Most wins in the UEFA Champions League Knockout phase: 29 wins

	Most braces scored in the UEFA Champions League: 20

	Most European Golden Shoe[image: External link] awards: 4[image: External link]


	Most UEFA Team of the Year[image: External link] appearances: 10 times[615]


	Most consecutive appearances in the UEFA Team of the Year: 9 (2007–2015)

	Only player to appear in more than one position in the UEFA Team of the Year.[615]


	Only player to be among the finalists for all the editions of the UEFA Best Player in Europe Award[image: External link]: 2010–11 to 2015–16[616]


	Fastest player to score 350 goals for one club (335 games)[617]


	Most UEFA Best Player in Europe awards: 3 (2008, 2014, 2016) (shared with Lionel Messi)
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	Most hat-tricks in La Liga history: 32[618]


	Most goals scored from penalty kicks in La Liga history: 57[308]


	Fastest La Liga player to score 150 league goals (140 games)[619]


	Fastest La Liga player to score 200 league goals (178 games)[255]


	Fastest player to reach 300 official club goals[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Most goals scored in Madrid Derby[image: External link] matches: 18[298][299]


	First player to score in six consecutive Clásicos[image: External link][620]


	Best scoring start in a Spanish league season: 15 goals in eight rounds[251]


	Fastest player to reach 20 league goals in one season: 12 games (missed one game due to injury)[621]


	Only player to reach 30 goals in six consecutive La Liga seasons[622]


	Most teams scored against[image: External link] in a season (2012–13): 19 (shared with Ronaldo and Lionel Messi)[623]


	Most La Liga hat-tricks in a season: 8 hat-tricks[image: External link] (shared with Lionel Messi)[624]


	Most hat-tricks scored in all competitions: 36[625]
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Real Madrid all-time top goalscorer: 400 goals[image: External link][626]


	Top goalscorer in La Liga: 279 goals[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Fastest player to reach 50 league goals[627]


	Fastest player to reach 100 league goals[628]


	Fastest player to reach 200 official goals[629]


	Fastest player to reach 250 official goals[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Most goals scored in seven consecutive league matches: 15 goals[630]


	First player to score in eight consecutive matchdays[631]


	Most hat-tricks in Real Madrid's history: 38[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Real Madrid Record Goalscorer in UEFA Champions League: 86 goals[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Real Madrid Record Goalscorer in European Competitions: 90 goals*
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	Notes





	
^ Real Madrid had previously recognized Ronaldo as their all-time top scorer after he scored a brace against Malmö[image: External link] on 30 September 2015. The club's official record book attributes to Ronaldo a 74th-minute goal in a 2–1 win over Real Sociedad[image: External link] on 18 September 2010, despite his free-kick having been deflected by Pepe.[277][278]
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Dagens Nyheter





For the Norwegian newspaper, see Dagens Nyheter (Norwegian newspaper)[image: External link].

Dagens Nyheter (Swedish pronunciation: [ˈdɑːɡɛns ²nyːˌheːtɛr][image: External link] ( listen[image: External link]), lit. "today's news"), abbreviated DN, is a daily newspaper[image: External link] in Sweden. It is published in Stockholm[image: External link] and aspires to full national and international coverage.
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 History and profile




Dagens Nyheter was founded by Rudolf Wall[image: External link] in December 1864.[1][2][3] The first issue was published on 23 December 1864. During its initial period the paper was published in the morning.[4] In 1874 the paper became a joint stock company[image: External link].[5] Its circulation in 1880 was 15,000 copies.[2] In the 1890s, Wall left Dagens Nyheter and soon after, the paper became the organ of the Liberal Party[image: External link].[4] From 1946 to 1959 Herbert Tingsten[image: External link] was the executive editor.[6]

The newspaper is owned by the Bonnier Group[image: External link].[7][8] Dagens Nyheter operates from the so-called "DN-skrapan" (the DN skyscraper or Dagens Nyheter Tower[image: External link]) in Sweden. This was completed in 1964 and was designed by the architect Paul Hedqvist[image: External link]. It is 84 metres (276 feet) tall and has 27 floors, none of which are underground. In 1996, the entire enterprise moved to its current location on Gjörwellsgatan, which is adjacent to the old tower.[9] The newspaper Expressen, also owned by the Bonnier Group,[10] is located in this building as well.

Opinion leaders often choose Dagens Nyheter as the venue for publishing major opinion editorials. The stated position of the editorial page is "independently liberal[image: External link]".[7][11][12] However, it left its formal alliance with the liberal establishment in the country in 1972.[4]
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 Circulation




In the 1960s the circulation of Dagens Nyheter was much higher than that of other Swedish dailies.[1] The paper has the largest circulation among the Swedish morning newspapers followed by Göteborgs-Posten[image: External link] and Svenska Dagbladet[image: External link], and is the only morning newspaper that is distributed to subscribers across the whole country. In 2001 its circulation was 361,000 copies.[13] The 2004 circulation of the paper was 363,000 copies.[14] The circulation of the paper was 363,100 copies in weekdays in 2005[7] and had dropped to 292,300 copies in 2010.[15] In 2013, the print edition of Dagens Nyheter had a circulation of 282,800 copies, reaching an approximate 758,000 persons every day.[16] The web edition, dn.se, had on average roughly 1.5 million unique visitors per week during 2013.
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Tennis





This article is about the sport. For other uses, see Tennis (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Tennis is a racket sport[image: External link] that can be played individually against a single opponent ( singles[image: External link]) or between two teams of two players each ( doubles[image: External link]). Each player uses a tennis racket[image: External link] that is strung with cord to strike a hollow rubber ball[image: External link] covered with felt over or around a net and into the opponent's court[image: External link]. The object of the game is to play the ball in such a way that the opponent is not able to play a valid return. The player who is unable to return the ball will not gain a point, while the opposite player will.

Tennis is an Olympic[image: External link] sport and is played at all levels of society and at all ages. The sport can be played by anyone who can hold a racket, including wheelchair users[image: External link]. The modern game of tennis originated in Birmingham[image: External link], England[image: External link], in the late 19th century as "lawn tennis".[1] It had close connections both to various field ("lawn") games such as croquet[image: External link] and bowls[image: External link] as well as to the older racket sport of real tennis[image: External link]. During most of the 19th century, in fact, the term "tennis" referred to real tennis, not lawn tennis: for example, in Disraeli[image: External link]'s novel Sybil[image: External link] (1845), Lord Eugene De Vere announces that he will "go down to Hampton Court[image: External link] and play tennis."[2]

The rules of tennis have changed little since the 1890s. Two exceptions are that from 1908 to 1961 the server had to keep one foot on the ground at all times, and the adoption of the tiebreak[image: External link] in the 1970s. A recent addition to professional tennis has been the adoption of electronic review technology coupled with a point challenge system, which allows a player to contest the line call of a point, a system known as Hawk-Eye[image: External link].

Tennis is played by millions of recreational players and is also a popular worldwide spectator sport. The four Grand Slam[image: External link] tournaments (also referred to as the "Majors") are especially popular: the Australian Open[image: External link] played on hard courts[image: External link], the French Open[image: External link] played on red clay courts[image: External link], Wimbledon[image: External link] played on grass courts[image: External link], and the US Open[image: External link] played also on hard courts.
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 History




Main article: History of tennis[image: External link]
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 Predecessors




Historians believe that the game's ancient origin lay in 12th century[image: External link] northern France[image: External link], where a ball was struck with the palm of the hand.[3] Louis X of France[image: External link] was a keen player of jeu de paume[image: External link] ("game of the palm"), which evolved into real tennis[image: External link], and became notable as the first person to construct indoor tennis courts in the modern style. Louis was unhappy with playing tennis outdoors and accordingly had indoor, enclosed courts made in Paris "around the end of the 13th century".[4] In due course this design spread across royal palaces all over Europe.[4] In June 1316 at Vincennes[image: External link], Val-de-Marne and following a particularly exhausting game, Louis drank a large quantity of cooled wine and subsequently died of either pneumonia[image: External link] or pleurisy[image: External link], although there was also suspicion of poisoning.[5] Because of the contemporary accounts of his death, Louis X is history's first tennis player known by name.[5] Another of the early enthusiasts of the game was King Charles V of France[image: External link], who had a court set up at the Louvre Palace[image: External link].[6]

It wasn't until the 16th century that rackets[image: External link] came into use, and the game began to be called "tennis", from the French[image: External link] term tenez, which can be translated as "hold!", "receive!" or "take!", an interjection[image: External link] used as a call from the server to his opponent.[7] It was popular in England and France, although the game was only played indoors where the ball could be hit off the wall. Henry VIII of England[image: External link] was a big fan of this game, which is now known as real tennis[image: External link].[8] During the 18th century and early 19th century, as real tennis declined, new racket sports emerged in England.[9]

Further, the patenting of the first lawn mower[image: External link] in 1830, in Britain, is strongly believed to have been the catalyst, worldwide, for the preparation of modern-style grass courts, sporting ovals, playing fields, pitches, greens, etc. This in turn led to the codification of modern rules for many sports, including lawn tennis, most football codes, lawn bowls and others.[10]
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 Origins of the modern game




Between 1859 and 1865 Harry Gem[image: External link] and his friend Augurio Perera[image: External link] developed a game that combined elements of racquets[image: External link] and the Basque ball game pelota[image: External link], which they played on Perera's croquet[image: External link] lawn in Birmingham[image: External link], England, United Kingdom.[11][12] In 1872, along with two local doctors, they founded the world's first tennis club in Leamington Spa[image: External link].[13]

In December 1873, British army officer Major Walter Clopton Wingfield[image: External link] designed and patented a similar game ;– which he called sphairistikè ( Greek[image: External link]: σφαιριστική, meaning "ball-playing"), and was soon known simply as "sticky" – for the amusement of guests at a garden party on his friend's estate of Nantclwyd Hall[image: External link], in Llanelidan[image: External link], Wales.[14] According to R. D. C. Evans, turfgrass agronomist[image: External link], "Sports historians all agree that [Wingfield] deserves much of the credit for the development of modern tennis."[9][15] According to Honor Godfrey, museum curator at Wimbledon, Wingfield "popularized this game enormously. He produced a boxed set which included a net, poles, rackets, balls for playing the game – and most importantly you had his rules. He was absolutely terrific at marketing and he sent his game all over the world. He had very good connections with the clergy, the law profession, and the aristocracy and he sent thousands of sets out in the first year or so, in 1874."[16]
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