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At Kirkham Grammar School we are convinced that in an environment that currently has a high reputation, we must continue to strive to offer the very best to all of our pupils. When one stands still, one is in effect going backwards. Kirkham Grammar is a remarkable school within the North-West educational landscape. In nurturing wellqualified, compassionate, self-assured members of the community, our vision sets out the opportunity to look forward and plan without losing sight of what has come before. Every child travels through our school only once and deserves the very best. The family ethos of the school is fundamental and should be a key factor in driving our future plans for growth and expansion. Our seven year vision views the Foundation from 3 - 18 years as the key to our current and future ongoing success. The school has a particular niche within the marketplace and we must be careful to consider this in our planning. The expectation for any potential family joining Kirkham Grammar School is to join us for the journey from Pre-School through to Sixth Form. Therefore, all the facilities we provide and develop are of equal importance.


So what is it that makes such a school so special and unique? The range of opportunities given to our pupils is the main reason for such an envious reputation.


I firmly believe from my years as a Headmaster that it is the breadth and balance of the provision that helps pupils become the best they can possibly be. That must incorporate both the aspiration to succeed to the very highest levels and also an opportunity to find an activity within the school which gives all pupils the chance to excel. I have been overwhelmed at how many co-curricular opportunities are available in our school. The diversity and range of clubs and societies that take place weekly is outstanding and a true testament to the staff and pupils.


The virtue of a school does not depend entirely on its classrooms, the equipment in its laboratories, the number of its pupils, nor even the success of its exam results. There is an unseen influence that is exerted by buildings and surroundings that are beautiful and dignified. These are in keeping with fine honourable traditions and high ideals embedded at Kirkham Grammar School. We offer something that is intangible but very real, the atmosphere in which we dwell and the pervasive spirit which surrounds us, influences all of which we strive to achieve. Our most recent inspection confirmed what we all knew about Kirkham Grammar School; it is the best kept educational secret in Lancashire. However, we are delighted that it has been officially acknowledged against national criteria that we are working hard to ensure our pupils get the finest education. The inspection found that the quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements and the quality of the pupils’ personal development is excellent. Pupils reflect the strong family ethos of the school and demonstrate excellent collaboration in and out of lessons. Pupils develop excellent levels of confidence at all ages, supported by the strong PSHE (Personal, Social, and Health Education) and enrichment programmes. Pupils show a clear respect for different faiths and diversity, demonstrating excellent levels of empathy and tolerance towards others. Pupils make informed choices, empowered and supported by their teachers.


The longer I spend at Kirkham Grammar School, the more I understand what clearly makes it such a unique school. We are about so much more than academic achievement and continue to thrive in a challenging market. The life of a school over a full academic year is a busy one. As Headmaster of Kirkham Grammar School, this experience continues to be filled with wonderful opportunities.


As the school motto clearly states:


‘Ingredere Ut Proficias’.


Mr Daniel Berry


Headmaster


Kirkham Grammar School
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Welcome...


Welcome to The Rugby Paper’s essential guide to the 2019 World Cup in Japan. It promises to be a tournament like no other as an Asian country hosts the event for the first time.


Since the inaugural 1987 tournament in New Zealand and Australia, the World Cup has continued to grow and now its ready to expand into new territories. An exciting tournament lies ahead and we hope this guide will offer a perfect taster before the action begins.


We have assembled a world class lineup of former players and leading rugby journalists to offer their expert opinions and analysis on each of the 20 countries, plus a comprehensive review of each of the eight World Cups since its inception.


Our playing legends are led by The Rugby Paper columnists Jeremy Guscott, Shane Williams and Jeff Probyn. The team of journalists is headed by TRP’s senior writer Nick Cain, who has reported at every World Cup, Gary Fitzgerald who has covered rugby for The Times, Telegraph and Mail on Sunday; and Peter Jackson, for so many years the Daily Mail’s unrivalled correspondent.


The Rugby Paper has been established for 11 seasons and we have strived to produce a weekly newspaper which encompasses the great game from top to bottom.


We hope this guide meets your expectations and that the action in Japan does too!
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Matthew Emery


Editor
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Nick Cain


The Rugby Paper’s chief correspondent casts his eye over England, NZ, Ireland and Scotland
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Peter Jackson


The Rugby Paper columnist assesses the chances of Wales and Australia
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Jeremy Guscott


England’s Prince of Centres and Rugby Paper columnist picks his stars to shine in Japan
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Jeff Probyn


England prop in 1991 World Cup final and Rugby Paper columnist on Eddie Jones’ influence


Gary Fitzgerald


Rugby Paper reporter runs the rule over how he sees the leading Tier Two nations performing
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Shane Williams


The iconic Welsh wing and Rugby Paper columnist tells why Wales will challenge the world’s best
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FIXTURES




POOL A


Ireland


Scotland


Japan


Russia


Samoa




Fri 20 Sept - 11.45am


Tokyo Stadium




Japan v Russia










Sun 22 Sept - 8.45am


International Stadium Yokohoma




Ireland v Scotland










Tues 24 Sept - 11.45am


Kumagaya Rugby Stadium




Russia v Samoa










Sat 28 Sept - 8.15am


Shizuoka Stadium Ecopa




Japan v Ireland










Mon 30 Sept - 11.15am


Kobe Misaki Stadium




Scotland v Samoa










Thurs 3 Oct - 11.15am


Kobe Misaki Stadium




Ireland v Russia










Sat 5 Oct - 11.30am


City of Toyota Stadium




Japan v Samoa










Wed 9 Oct - 8.15am


Shizuoka Stadium Ecopa




Scotland v Russia










Sat 12 Oct - 11.45am


Fukuoka Hakatanomori Stadium




Ireland v Samoa










Sun 13 Oct - 11.45am


International Stadium Yokohoma




Japan v Scotland













POOL B


New Zealand


South Africa


Italy


Namibia


Canada




Sat 21 Sept - 10.45am


International Stadium Yokohoma




New Zealand v S Africa










Sun 22 Sept - 6.15am


Hanazono Rugby Stadium




Italy v Namibia










Thurs 26 Sept - 8.45am


Fukuoka Hakatanomori Stadium




Italy v Canada










Sat 28 Sept - 11.15am


City of Toyota Stadium




South Africa v Namibia










Wed 2 Oct - 11.45am


Oita Stadium




New Zealand v Canada










Fri 4 Oct - 10.45am


Shizuoka Stadium Ecopa




South Africa v Italy










Sun 6 Oct - 5.45am


Tokyo Stadium




New Zealand v Namibia










Tues 8 Oct - 11.15am


Kobe Misaki Stadium




South Africa v Canada










Sat 12 Oct - 5.45am


City of Toyota Stadium




New Zealand v Italy










Sun 13 Oct - 4.15am


Kamaishi Recovery Memorial Stadium




Namibia v Canada













POOL C


England


France


Argentina


USA


Tonga




Sat 21 Sept - 8.45am


Tokyo Stadium




France v Argentina










Sun 22 Sept - 11.15am


Sapporo Dome




England v Tonga










Thurs 26 Sept - 11.45am


Kobe Misaki Stadium




England v USA










Sat 28 Sept - 5.45am


Hanazono Rugby Stadium




Argentina v Tonga










Wed 2 Oct - 8.45am


Fukuoka Hakatanomori Stadium




France v USA










Sat 5 Oct - 9am


Tokyo Stadium




England v Argentina










Sun 6 Oct - 8.45am


Kumamoto Stadium




France v Tonga










Wed 9 Oct - 5.45am


Kumagaya Rugby Stadium




Argentina v USA










Sat 12 Oct - 9.15am


International Stadium Yokohoma




England v France










Sun 13 Oct - 6.45am


Hanazono Rugby Stadium




USA v Tonga













POOL D


Australia


Wales


Georgia


Fiji


Uruguay




Sat 21 Sept - 5.45am


Sapporo Dome




Australia v Fiji










Mon 23 Sept - 11.15am


City of Toyota Stadium




Wales v Georgia










Wed 25 Sept - 6.15am


Kamaishi Recovery Memorial Stadium




Fiji v Uruguay










Sun 29 Sept - 6.15am


Kumagaya Rugby Stadium




Georgia v Uruguay










Sun 29 Sept - 8.45am


Tokyo Stadium




Australia v Wales










Thurs 3 Oct - 6.15am


Hanazono Rugby Stadium




Georgia v Fiji










Sat 5 Oct - 6.15am


Oita Stadium




Australia v Uruguay










Sat 9 Oct - 6.15am


Oita Stadium




Wales v Fiji










Fri 11 Oct - 11.15am


Shizuoka Stadium Ecopa




Australia v Georgia










Sun 13 Oct - 9.15am


Kumamoto Stadium




Wales v Uruguay













QUARTER-FINAL 1


Saturday 19 October - 8.15am


International Stadium Yokohoma


WINNER POOL C


RUNNER-UP POOL D







QUARTER-FINAL 2


Saturday 19 October - 11.15am


Tokyo Stadium


WINNER POOL B


RUNNER-UP POOL A







QUARTER-FINAL 3


Sunday 20 October - 8.15am


Oita Stadium


WINNER POOL D


RUNNER-UP POOL C







QUARTER-FINAL 4


Sunday 20 October - 11.15am


Tokyo Stadium


WINNER POOL A


RUNNER-UP POOL B







SEMI-FINAL 1


Saturday 26 October - 9am


International Stadium Yokohoma


WINNER QF1


WINNER QF2







BRONZE FINAL


Friday 1 November - 9am


Tokyo Stadium


RUNNER-UP SF1


RUNNER-UP SF2







SEMI-FINAL 2


Saturday 27 October - 9am


International Stadium Yokohoma


WINNER QF3


WINNER QF4







FINAL


Saturday 2 November - 9am


International Stadium Yokohoma


WINNER SF1


WINNER SF2
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Fukuoka Hakatanomori Stadium, Fukuoka


Capacity: 22,563


Based on the western outreaches of Kyushu, the Level Five Stadium is located in a large sports park which also caters for tennis, athletics and baseball.


Rugby is no stranger to the ground located just 25 minutes from Fukuoka Airport, having hosted three U20 World Championship matches in 2009 and current Top League matches.
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Kobe Misaki Stadium, Kobe


Capacity: 30,132


One of the few venues at the World Cup which does not accommodate an athletics track around the pitch. Fans attending any one of the four pool matches on its schedule can expect to be up-close to the action at the home of Kobelco Steelers, where All Blacks great Dan Carter now plays his rugby.
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Hanazono Rugby Stadium, Higashiosaka


Capacity: 30,000


Japan’s oldest dedicated rugby ground is on the outskirts of the country’s second city, Osaka. Opened in 1929, the stadium is the host of the annual schools rugby tournament and last hosted international rugby in 2013 when Wales edged out the Cherry Blossoms 22-18. Four Pool matches will be played there.
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Oita Stadium, Oita


Capacity: 40,000


Nicknamed the ‘Big Eye’ based on the design of its enormous retractable roof, Oita Stadium is the largest of three stadia on the southernmost island of Kyushu chosen to host matches. New Zealand, Australia and Wales will all play Pool matches here.
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Shizuoka Stadium, Fukuroi


Capacity: 50,889


Close to the tea-growing hills of Fukuroi, this stadium moves to rugby from its traditional football use where the Sizuoka derby between Shimizu S-Pulse and Jubilo Iwata is played. The stadium hosted the quarter-final between England and Brazil in 2002 and will hold four pool matches including Japan v Ireland.
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Kumamoto Stadium, Kumamoto


Capacity: 32,000


Built in 1998, the 32,000-seater stadium has hosted multiple Top League matches in the past and is the home to third-tier football club Rosso Kumamoto. Another venue spawned in lieu of the 2002 FIFA World Cup, it acted as a training base for Belgium during the tournament.
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Sapporo Dome, Sapporo


Capacity: 41,410


With its state-of-the-art retractable pitch, the football-cum-baseball stadium will host Australia versus Fiji and England’s pool clash with Tonga. Some 60 games per year are held on the grass pitch. Sapparo was the scene for David Beckham’s penalty against Argentina at the 2002 FIFA World Cup, which led England to a 1-0 win.
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Recovery Memorial Centre, Kamaishi


Capacity: 16,187


Rugby will gather at where land meets sea with the stunning Sanriku Coast acting as a backdrop for two Pool matches. Tournament organisers placed significance on the area which was devastated by the 2011 tsunami. As one of the hardest hit areas, Kamaishi’s Memorial Stadium has been built in remembrance of those who lost their lives.
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International Stadium Yokohoma, Yokohoma


Capacity: 72,327


Japan’s largest capacity stadium will be rekindled with its rugby heritage after hosting the FIFA World Cup final in 2002. Now home to the J-League’s Yokohama F Marinos and athletics, Yokohama is heralded as one of the first places where rugby took place in Japan dating back to the 1860s.


Seven matches will be played at Yokohama Stadium, including both semi-finals and the tournament finale.
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City of Toyota Stadium, Toyota


Capacity: 45,000


The Toyota Stadium is the fourth-largest venue and boasts some of the most fan-friendly views with its close-to-theaction design. Incorporating a retractable accordion-like roof, the ground is used by Top League giants Toyota Verblitz, coached by 2007 World Cup-winning Springboks head coach Jake White.
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Tokyo Stadium, Tokyo


Capacity: 49,970


The setting for the opening ceremony and the curtain-raiser between Japan and Russia, the Tokyo Stadium is situated a stone’s throw from the centre of the capital and regularly features matches for J-League football clubs FC Tokyo and Tokyo Verdy. The ground will be the venue next year for the Olympic Sevens.
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Kumagaya Rugby stadium, Kumagaya


Capacity: 24,000


Revamped specially for the Rugby World Cup, this purpose-built rugby stadium stages Japan’s own National University Rugby Championships and has also accommodated Top League games.








SCENE-SETTER


[image: Illustration]


The cup is up for grabs as eager Japan seize spotlight...


Supporters from around the world set to flock to Land of the Rising Sun
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Jubilant Japan celebrate their last-gasp winning try against South Africa in 2015





 


FIRST comes the World Cup then the Olympics, the next 12 months represents an historic sporting ‘coming out’ for Japan, a nation that has for many years appeared a little outside of the mainstream. The expenditure and investment has been considerable and not even the tragedy of earthquakes and tsunamis has derailed them from their task and dream. “Wake from death and return to life” as the Japanese proverb says. So before another word is written a massive hat-tip to Japan for delivering RWC2019.


It also represents a notable departure from the norm for World Rugby. This will be the first Rugby World Cup held outside of the inner circle of old IRB founder members and Japan, with its commercial power and infrastructure, was always likely to be the first of the ‘smaller’ nations to host the tournament even if in pure rugby terms and status Argentina unquestionably had stronger claims.


Japan proved brilliant cohosts – with South Korea – of the 2002 Football World Cup when their deep held concepts of Ometenashi (hospitality) and Omatsuri (celebrating) came to the fore, perhaps to the surprise of some who had stereotyped the Japanese as intense work driven citizens with little time for frivolity and fun. All this should come to the fore in the 12 host cities and 16 fanzones and convey itself to the worldwide TV audience.


For the travelling fans, the stadia and infrastructure will be second to none. The country runs with Swiss-like punctuality and moving around the country should be a joy with hopping onto a Bullet train for a destination 150 miles away little more complicated than taking the tube. The only blip on the horizon came a few months back when the number crunchers panicked and realised that Japan was in danger of running out of beer during the World Cup. Boatloads of extra grog have subsequently been shipped into the country.


It is also, by our estimation, the first World Cup since 2003 in which New Zealand don’t start as strong favourites, which is quite a shift in mindset. The Kiwis succumbed to the pressure at RWC2007 with that shock defeat against France in Cardiff, clung on grimly but bravely to win at home in 2011 even though France were the better side in the final but then responded to the favourites’ tag in 2015 with great panache, retaining the trophy in style. The All Blacks can never fly under the radar, that just won’t happen, but Steve Hansen’s team will surely enjoy not being viewed as the out-and-out favourites. This 2019 World Cup is genuinely open which can only be healthy. Just five teams have ever reached the final of a World Cup – New Zealand, France, England, South Africa and Australia – and the game badly needs that to change.


Ahead of RWC2019, as well as the five listed above, you can certainly make cases for Wales and Ireland fighting their way to a final and Argentina have made the semi-finals at two of the last three World Cups so you would discount the Pumas at your peril. This is not a World Cup you should be wagering any folded money on.


Meanwhile, what of the T2 nations trying to make a breakthrough into the big time? What or who should we be looking out for?


Most attention will probably centre on Fiji who, with their platoon of French-based stars and other players of high quality, are being tipped to give Australia and Wales a serious run for their money in Pool D. Fijian rugby players are now fit and increasingly savvy but their fault line is always up front and that is where they must improve. Cobble together a pack that can win even 40 per cent possession and they stand a chance, fall short of that and they will flatter to deceive again.
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The Japanese fans will add plenty of colour to the World Cup on home soil





Other nations are making progress, albeit slowly in some cases. Certainly Tonga and USA will be sending their most talented and best organised squads for a long time, perhaps ever. Both those sides are in this year’s Pool of Death – Pool C with England, France and the Pumas – and there could be a strange dynamic in this Pool.


Elsewhere, the spotlight will be firmly on hosts Japan and although Eddie Jones, when coaching them, set the target of a quarter-final place at RWC2019, that frankly is still a long shot. Their miracle win over South Africa four years ago has perhaps raised unrealistic expectations and currently it takes a leap of faith to see them beating either Ireland or Scotland. Never say never, but third place ahead of Samoa and Russia would represent a solid World Cup for the Cherry Blossoms. Georgia’s aim must also be to again finish in third – a goal that will almost certainly require them to beat ambitious Fiji.


Anything else to keep a close eye on? The influence of referees grows apace and will cause much controversy and debate, that is guaranteed. Since RWC2015 the game has tried to abolish last-ditch and badly-timed ‘challenges’ for a high ball that can result in catastrophic injury for an opponent and there has been a massive clamp down on illegal high tackles to the head and neck and ‘hits’ that feature only a leading shoulder with no arms wrapped round. All this is greatly welcomed but under the pressure of a World Cup and the passions it arouses, some players, unless they show supreme self-discipline, are likely to instinctively revert to bad habits and we confidently predict a record number of dismissals and a blizzard of yellow cards.


The increased use of the TMO and greater involvement of ARs we have seen in the last four years makes that inevitable. Don’t be surprised if we are down to 13-a-side in some games and the ability to play short-handed – which so many teams now practise assiduously – will be vital. All this incidentally shouldn’t necessarily be seen as a negative, it’s just part of the new rugby culture but it’s vitally important that T1 nations get refereed as stringently as the rest. That, alas, was not the case at RWC2015.


The weather could play a role and certainly Jones, who knows the country better than most, is expecting sweltering conditions on occasions and has prepared England accordingly.


Mind you, there was concern over climactic conditions before both RWC1995 and RWC2003 and none of that came to much. You just need to have in the back of your mind that occasionally it could get very hot and hydration could be a big issue.


The fans will have a big role to play. Japanese crowds are colourful and appreciative but not generally noisy so it will be the incoming supporters who create the more raucous atmosphere that we consider the norm.


Judging from internet ticket applications, Rugby World Cup’s best estimate at present is that there will be about 110,000 travelling fans making the trip at some stage.


It’s difficult to translate that exactly into supporters per nation because, for example, you can apply for tickets from England but be of almost any nationality and support any team but, for the record, 23.9 per cent of the tickets sold to overseas fans were purchased in England followed by Australia with 15.6 per cent and Ireland with 7.4 per cent. Intriguingly, rugby fans in Holland have accounted for 2.4 per cent of advance sales and make it into the top ten by country.


It’s going to be colourful, it’s going to be loud and come the final on November 2 we might well have a new winner of the Rugby World Cup. [image: Illustration]
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It’s tough to ‘do a Lomu’ but Rieko & Co will try...


THE World Cup that stands out as one where a single player came through and took the world by storm was Jonah Lomu in 1995 in South Africa, and since then it’s not happened in the same way again.


There was William Webb Ellis who started the game when he picked the ball up and ran, and then there was Jonah, whose impact was enormous in taking it into a new orbit just as it went professional.


In recent times there is a World Cup player of the tournament, and they are usually selected from the team that has had the biggest impact. That is because as World Cups become increasingly tight, it is harder for an individual player to make a huge impression.


Very rarely will it be an unknown player who comes out of left-field to grab headlines because of the amount of analysis teams do on each other these days. However, that does not mean there will be a shortage of great players trying to break down the defensive barriers at the 2019 World Cup in Japan.


Given Jonah’s legacy, New Zealand is as good a place to start as any, and they have specialised in big wingers with pace ever since he broke the mould. The latest of them is Rieko Ioane.


It’s hard to realise how big the All Black wing is until you stand next to him, but at 6ft 3ins and 16 stone (102kg), that pace and size is very hard to contain. His predecessor Julian Savea had it, but he was not as big or as quick as Rieko, and while England’s Joe Cokanasiga has it, he is not as fast either.


The thing about Jonah Lomu was that he was not just huge, he was extremely quick. Rieko Ioane is also rapid. He is one of those runners who you think you’ve got covered but, unless your tackle is technically perfect, he’ll bump you, or shake you off, and use his great balance to readjust and keep going.


If New Zealand put 30 to 40 points, or more, on Italy and Namibia and Ioane is playing, he could have a field day, and it will be very hard to ignore a player who scores ten tries during the course of the tournament.


New Zealand kick off their World Cup campaign against South Africa, and all Springbok fans will be hoping that scrumhalf Faf de Klerk has as big an impact in that game as he did against England last June.


The pocket dynamo scrum-half was the player of the series, and he showed in the first two Tests the influence that a dominant No.9 can have. At his best, he is like Lionel Messi in the way he makes inroads by darting in and out.


You cannot afford to take your eyes off De Klerk as a defender, and it explains why he has had such a big impact at Sale since he joined the Premiership club.


South Africa still appear to be quite a disjointed side that play off-the-cuff more than others do. For instance, they should have beaten New Zealand at home last season, but are often hampered because they do not have enough process or set moves when they need them.


They seem bitty, but if coach Rassie Erasmus starts getting it together then I am sure that De Klerk will have a big say, and might be able to input some of the communication structures he has learned at Sale.


De Klerk runs a lot on adrenaline and confidence, and never drops the pace. If he is buzzing then South Africa are buzzing, and I see them as one of the dark horses of the tournament.


Jonathan Davies has earned a reputation as a world-class outside-centre for Wales, and he is a very good player who, at 31, is probably eyeing his last chance of winning a World Cup.


He has won Grand Slams for Wales, scoring 15 Test tries, and been on winning Lions tours, and this could cement his reputation even though he will be a marked man. However, he will also leave his mark, because outside-centre is regarded in the modern game as a key defensive position, and Davies is one of the best there at shutting down opponents.
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New Zealand’s Rieko Ioane is the latest to follow in Jonah Lomu’s footsteps
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All Blacks winger Jonah Lomu took the rugby world by storm in South Africa in 1995





When I played at 13 it was manon-man or a slow drift, and I liked going up slowly and pushing people to the outside. However, even then if you saw an overlap coming you had to react immediately and go up fast to shut down the outside channel.


Read it wrong and you might as well sprout ears, tail, and hooves – and let out a loud “ee-aw”! What sets Davies apart from the crowd is that he makes the right call almost every time, making him an even more important linchpin in defence than he is in attack.


Someone that Davies and Wales are going to have to contend with in the pool stage is Australia’s fly-half Bernard Foley. His performance against England in 2015 sticks in my mind as an example of a 10 showing supreme leadership in a big game.


Australia found England’s vulnerability, and their execution to exploit it was world-class, especially from Foley. Everything went like clockwork, and it highlighted that the Wallaby fly-half is a big confidence player who can inspire his team.


The difference is that where Australia were precision in 2015, the way they play now is more of a churn, where they go through lots of phases and play possession more than territory – and I wonder if it is the game Foley wants to play.


Australia have to be cleverer and less predictable than that, and use Foley’s intelligent kicking game to sometimes go to the corner, or turn the defence.


Scotland’s World Cup will hinge on a different type of flyhalf. Finn Russell’s importance to the Scots was highlighted in that bonkers game against England at Twickenham, when he sparked their comeback from the dead.


Afterwards he called out his coach, Gregor Townsend, because of a difference of opinion in tactical approach, and I don’t mind that. For a player to put his reputation on the line like Russell did is good to hear, because it is important at fly-half that you are not just a yes man.


Russell has not been diminished in any way by going to play in France for Racing 92. Instead, he seems to have grown in confidence, but sometimes you look at Russell and think that if he had a bit of Johnny Sexton’s coolness and ability to calm it down, it would be a great blend.


Russell has no problem speeding it up, but it’s about recognising the right time to slow it down and apply pressure that’s the next step. Russell has to be able to control the game, deciding when to run and when to kick.


Ireland, who will meet Scotland in their opening pool clash, are usually very good at making those decisions because when Conor Murray is on song he is one of the best scrumhalves in the world.


We saw on the 2017 Lions tour that he has a great all-round game. Murray is good enough to snipe and score close to the line, to make breaks from anywhere on the pitch, and is one of the best box-kickers you could ask for.


However, during the recent Six Nations Murray was not as influential as usual, and there seemed to be a knock-on effect with so many of Ireland’s top players either not firing or inconsistent. Perhaps he was off key because it took him longer to recover from a neck injury than he expected, but Murray is probably more important to Ireland being successful than Sexton.
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Wales centre Jonathan Davies





At his best, Murray just has so much time on the ball, and makes everything look easy – and Irish fans will be praying he brings that authority to their World Cup campaign.


Tom Curry has been a standout player for England this season, and I really enjoyed watching him at openside. I love seeing him making breaks, running into space and linking, as well as competing at the breakdown and winning turn-overs – but what I don’t like seeing is him smashing into contact.
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England will expect big things from flanker Tom Curry





If Curry has got a big man on a shoulder like Mako or Billy Vunipola, or Maro Itoje, then offload to them. If he does that he will make a big impression – but if he wants to carry and be a basher then he is going to have to get along to the gym more.


I hope that doesn’t happen because Curry should not have to bulk up any more as a 21-year-old openside flanker – instead the game should move towards players like him who are about skill and speed rather than bulk.


One French back that England will have to keep a close eye on when the two teams meet in the pool stage is Damian Penaud, who is one of the most exciting players in world rugby – if not the most exciting.


The Clermont winger is a rare talent who can make a break out of nothing. I don’t think Penaud is the sort of player you want to tell what to do, but instead let him read the game and do what he does instinctively – and don’t hold him back.


Wing is a position where you can be exposed easily if you don’t read what your inside defender is doing, and traditionally they are not seen as great readers of the game – but Penaud can read the game like a fly-half, centre or full-back.




[image: Illustration]


South Africa’s scrum-half Faf de Klerk





Penaud has pace, deception, step, swerve and great high-ball ability. This kid pushes Elliot Daly all the way as one of the great attacking runners in the game today. [image: Illustration]
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Australia’s ace Bernard Foley
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Now there’s just three of a kind


England’s capitulation on home ground four years ago leaves only three countries to have reached the knock-out stage of every World Cup – Australia, France and New Zealand.


They have made the last eight of all eight tournaments starting in 1987. Scotland and England have missed the quarter-finals once, in 2011 and 2015 respectively. Ireland failed to get there twice, in 1999 and 2007, likewise South Africa because of their exclusion from the first two World Cups for political reasons.


Wales are the only country to have been counted out at the Pool stage three times in between reaching two semi-finals. They failed to make home advantage count in 1991, fell by the wayside early in South Africa four years later and suffered again at the hands of the Flying Fijians in Nantes in 2007.




[image: Illustration]


Early exit: England flopped in 2015





Check out The Rugby Paper’s exclusive World Cup table, based on results from all eight tournaments with points awarded as follows: Winners = 12, Runners-up = 8, Third place = 6, Fourth = 5, Q-Final = 3, Pool win = 1






	

World Cups




	

1987




	

1991




	

1995




	

1999




	

2003




	

2007




	

2011




	

2015




	

PTS









	

New Zealand (28)




	

1st




	

3rd




	

2nd




	

4th




	

3rd




	

QF




	

1st




	

1st




	

92









	

Australia (26)




	

4th




	

1st




	

QF




	

1st




	

2nd




	

QF




	

3rd




	

2nd




	

83









	

France (23)




	

2nd




	

QF




	

3rd




	

2nd




	

4th




	

4th




	

2nd




	

QF




	

69









	

England (22)




	

QF




	

2nd




	

4th




	

QF




	

1st




	

2nd




	

QF




	

–




	

64









	

South Africa (20)




	

–




	

–




	

1st




	

3rd




	

QF




	

1st




	

QF




	

3rd




	

62









	

Scotland (20)




	

QF




	

4th




	

QF




	

QF




	

QF




	

QF




	

–




	

QF




	

43









	

Ireland (21)




	

QF




	

QF




	

QF




	

–




	

QF




	

–




	

QF




	

QF




	

39









	

Wales (18)




	

3rd




	

–




	

–




	

QF




	

QF




	

–




	

4th




	

QF




	

38









	

Argentina (15)




	

–




	

–




	

--




	

QF




	

–




	

3rd




	

QF




	

4th




	

32









	

Samoa (12)




	

–




	

QF




	

QF




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

18









	

Fiji (10)




	

QF




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

QF




	

–




	

–




	

16









	

Canada (7)




	

–




	

QF




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

–




	

10









	

Figures in brackets after each country denotes the number of pool wins.










Total pool wins by countries without ever reaching the knock-out stages:






	

Italy




	

11









	

Tonga




	

7









	

Romania




	

6









	

Georgia




	

4









	

Japan




	

4









	

USA




	

3









	

Uruguay




	

2









	

Zimbabwe




	

0









	

Ivory Coast




	

0









	

Spain




	

0









	

Russia




	

0









	

Portugal




	

0









	

Namibia




	

0










Appearances in World Cup finals:






	

New Zealand




	

4 (W3)









	

Australia




	

4 (W2)









	

England




	

3 (W1)









	

France




	

3 (W0)









	

South Africa




	

2 (W2)










Appearances in semi-finals:






	

New Zealand




	

7 (W4)









	

Australia




	

6 (W4)









	

France




	

6 (W3)









	

England




	

4 (W3)









	

South Africa




	

4 (W2)









	

Wales




	

2 (L2)









	

Argentina




	

2 (L2)









	

Scotland




	

1 (L1)










Qualification for the quarter-finals (maximum 8)


8 Australia, France, New Zealand


7 England, Scotland


6 Ireland, South Africa


5 Wales


4 Argentina


2 Fiji, Samoa


1 Canada








IT ALL ADDS UP TO A GREAT TOURNAMENT
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Most Tries






	

Bryan Habana, South Africa




	

15









	

Jonah Lomu, New Zealand




	

15









	

Drew Mitchell, Australia




	

14









	

Doug Howlett, New Zealand




	

13









	

Adam Ashley-Cooper, Australia




	

11









	

Chris Latham, Australia




	

11









	

Joe Rokocoko, Australia




	

11









	

Rory Underwood, Australia




	

11









	

Vincent Clerc, France




	

10









	

Brian Lima, Samoa




	

10









	

David Campese, Australia




	

10









	

Shane Williams, Wales




	

10









	

Gavin Hastings, Scotland




	

9









	

Jaque Fourie, South Africa




	

9









	

Jeff Wilson, New Zealand




	

9









	

JP Pietersen, South Africa




	

9









	

Mils Muliaina, New Zealand




	

9









	

Christophe Dominici, France




	

8









	

Julian Savea, New Zealand




	

8









	

Keith Earls, Ireland




	

8













216.6 billion:


Added value in yen to the Japanese economy of RWC2019




Canada are the only T2 country to qualify for all nine World Cups to date
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5:
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Most dropped goals in a game. Jannie de Beer (South Africa) v England 1999


3:


Number of draws in all World Cup history


5,500,000:


Number of tickets applied for at RWC2019
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Most appearances






	

Jason Leonard, England




	

22









	

Richie McCaw, New Zealand




	

22









	

George Gregan, Australia




	

20









	

Keven Mealamu, Australia




	

20









	

Schalk Burger, South Africa




	

20









	

Jonny Wilkinson, England




	

19









	

Mike Catt, England




	

19









	

Brian Lima, Samoa




	

18









	

Bryan Habana, South Africa




	

18









	

Gethin Jenkins, Wales




	

18









	

Lewis Moody, England




	

18









	

Mario Ledesma, Argentina




	

18









	

Martin Johnson, England




	

18









	

Raphael Ibanez, France




	

18









	

Victor Matfield, South Africa




	

18









	

Adam Ashley-Cooper, Australia




	

17









	

Aurelien Rougerie, France
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