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INTRODUCTION



America hangs in the balance. Established on the ideals and principles of Christianity, the world now looks on as America, the once glorious beacon on the hill, sheds its dependency on God. The once unwavering allegiance to the self-evident truths of God is now considered a nuisance to America’s progress. In fact, if America breaks away from its Christian heritage, the future of our great nation will undoubtedly end. Proverbs 29:2 reminds us, “When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan.”


America has been ruled by wickedness for far too long, and the results are catastrophic. Over a million unborn babies are aborted each year (it is estimated that 2,800–4,000 babies are aborted each day, and this is being paid for by us—the taxpayers). Marriage has now been redefined by a 5–4 Supreme Court vote. Our national debt has grown to almost $20 trillion. Civil unrest is breaking out in communities all across the country. Drug use, porn addiction, and human trafficking are on the rise. On top of all of this, many Americans are fleeing to Syria, Iran, and Iraq to be trained by ISIS. And free speech and religious freedom are being undermined more and more by an out-of-control government.


Yet there is still hope. There is still a window of opportunity to reignite our country’s fervor to bring peace and regain stability once again in America. But it will require something—something more than what the majority of Americans are willing to give. Americans must be willing to take a stand on behalf of our freedoms. Just as it took a great struggle to bring freedom to the colonists, so it will take commitment and valor to preserve our liberties as well.


At his inauguration as the first president of the United States, George Washington said, “The sacred fire of liberty has been entrusted to the American people.”1 To be entrusted with something means that we are then responsible for taking care of what has been entrusted to us. Similarly, we have been entrusted with the task to speak and spread God’s truth. We have a sacred obligation to stand for what is right despite the backlash or the cost. If we want to see America rise up from the ashes of death, then we (even if it starts with a small few) must be willing to lay down our lives and pray to God for the courage to fight for future generations.


The great American poet Robert Frost said, “Freedom lies in being bold.”2 We must boldly seek God for the strength needed to fight for the freedoms bestowed on us by God, and not for one second to abandon the call to challenge and engage our culture with the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is vital that young people know that we care, and that they witness firsthand what it looks like to live free and moral lives unto God.


The time to stand up for biblical truth is now. In fact, we would argue that the posterity of the Christian faith depends on it. We must stop ignoring our responsibility, and start solving the problems that are destroying our nation. If you care about America and the future impact Christianity will have on generations to come, then it’s time to stand strong for America.


Our second president, John Adams, once said, “Posterity! You will never know how much it cost the present generation to secure your freedom. … I hope you will make good use of it.”3 More than two-hundred years later, these words come to our generation as a challenge to make good use of what has been paved in blood for us. Together we can build a better tomorrow by living out our faith today.
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CHAPTER 1



HOW CHRISTIANITY SHAPED AMERICA’S FOUNDATION




Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.


—PSALM 33:12





You’ve seen the news headlines: A city courthouse will no longer display the Ten Commandments; a school will no longer include Christmas carols with religious lyrics; a state capital will no longer allow a nativity scene on its property. Today’s increasingly post-Christian, secular environment seeks to remove any and all religious influence from every area of public life. Yet America would not exist without Christianity and the godly lives of its early citizens.


For example, in his inaugural speech George Washington stated, “If I could have entertained the slightest apprehension that the Constitution which was framed in our convention, where I had the honor of presiding, might possibly endanger the religious rights of any ecclesiastical society [that is, a church or denomination], certainly, I would never have placed my signature upon it.”1 Our nation’s first president understood, and publically proclaimed, the importance of religious freedom. This was not to exclude faith from public life; rather, it was to offer the maximum amount of freedom for those who sought to worship God.


And George Washington was not alone in his quest to encourage American citizens to freely worship the God of the Bible. James Madison, the fourth president of our nation, served as chief architect of the US Constitution. He once noted:




We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it. We have staked the future of all our political institutions upon the capability of mankind for self-government; upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves, to control ourselves, to sustain ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God.2





Madison’s goal was freedom, including freedom to worship according to the commands of God’s Word.


In 1831, French writer Alexis de Tocqueville traveled to America to observe the power of its increasing greatness among nations. He noted in his two-volume work, Democracy in America, “There is no country in the world where the Christian religion retains a greater influence over the souls of men, than in America.”3 His investigation noted that the key to America’s greatness and freedom could be found in its faith.


Why Does This Matter?


We (Alex and Jason) often discover people who fail to see the importance of studying America’s Christian heritage. Many people tend to focus on the here and now—the latest smartphone or the most recent news headline. So why does it matter whether or not we know about America’s spiritual foundations?


I (Alex) will admit, I once fell into the category of those who cared more about what was happening now and little about the past of our nation. However, all of this changed in college when I first seriously encountered American history. What began as a course to complete a requirement introduced me to a world of powerful leaders and a godly legacy I had failed to previously recognize.


Furthermore, I realized that many of the events recorded throughout our nation’s history have repeated themselves in various forms. For example, Lincoln’s assassination during the era of the Civil War strangely resembled the assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan during the Cold War. When President George W. Bush and New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani rallied Americans in unity following the attacks of 9/11, their words often reflected the attitudes of Americans following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 that led to the nation’s entry into World War II.


Thirdly, I realized the tremendous influence of Christianity in the founding of America. I had heard about the Puritans and knew the Pledge of Allegiance included “one nation under God,” but the stories behind this history forced me to grow in my own faith. Would I have responded as these brave men and women did so long ago?


We often fail to recognize the many ways in which Christianity has influenced America. A quick look reveals twelve key areas in which our faith has had tremendous influence on our society today.


1. Human Rights. People are created in the image of God and are equal in His sight, which is something affirmed in our nation’s Constitution.


2. Women’s Rights. Still today, it is illegal for women to drive in Saudi Arabia. Why is this? It is simply because the nation does not have a Christian worldview regarding women’s rights. Instead, America offers equality for women, and, though far from perfect, it far exceeds the rights of women in non-Christian societies.


3. The Rights of Children. Christianity has caused many to join the pro-life movement to save the lives of the preborn. Historically, Christian convictions have also been behind the creation of child labor laws, Christian schools, increased emphasis on education, and social services to help children in need, whether due to abuse, special needs, disability, or any other need.


4. The End of Slavery and Legalized Discrimination. On the negative side, it is true some have used the Bible to justify slavery and racism. However, it is also true that it has been Christians who have led the way to end slavery and legalized discrimination. For example, Martin Luther King Jr. was known as a Baptist minister long before he was known as a civil rights activist.


5. Education. America’s earliest schools were held in churches. In fact, Christians started the first colleges in America, including Harvard, to further higher education and to train ministers.


6. Health Care. Still today, some of the most notable hospitals in our nation include the names Baptist, Methodist, or Presbyterian at the end, acknowledging the fact that they were started by churches and Christian organizations.


7. Marriage and Family. Christian convictions regarding marriage focused on heterosexual monogamous love and the rearing of children within a marriage relationship.


8. Government. Fifty of the fifty-five signers of the US Constitution were Christians. The concept of checks and balances and many other aspects of our founders’ beliefs were based on biblical concepts. Still today, the Liberty Bell reminds us of the Bible’s influence through its inscription of Leviticus 25:10, which reads in our modern translation: “Proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.”


9. Science. The scientific revolution that has so influenced our nation’s economic and educational advancements developed prior to Darwinian theory, building its basis upon a God who created all things—even rational truth and scientific laws.


10. Free Enterprise. Where Christianity exists as the predominant religion, free enterprise is generally the result. The Protestant work ethic that was popularized by John Calvin during the Reformation became the basis for America’s system of work and employment.


11. The Arts. Many of America’s greatest artists, musicians, and literary geniuses have been people of the Christian faith. Even much of America’s early architecture was inspired by Christian religious themes.


12. Foreign Relations. America has long served as a leader among the world’s nations. This is greatly influenced by the Christian beliefs of loving one’s neighbor as one’s self as well as belief in the Great Commission to make disciples of all nations. Furthermore, American Christianity, despite its flaws, has led the modern missionary revolution. In addition, Christians working in foreign relations in American government have had great influence to often improve the lives of those in other nations, encouraging democracy and peace, and offering humanitarian aid to those in need.


Our hope is that these twelve themes that have shaped our own faith will influence your faith as well. When we encounter the importance that faith has made in the lives of the early influencers of our nation, we can then learn how to better influence our nation—and our world.


Fascinating Facts about Christopher Columbus


One important example is found in the life of Christopher Columbus. Modern historians realize Europeans and other travelers visited America prior to Christopher Columbus in 1492. However, many do not realize the spiritual background of his writings upon his voyage to this new world. He wrote in Columbus’s Book of Prophecies:




It was the Lord who put into my mind that it would be possible to sail from here to the Indies. All who heard of my project rejected it with laughter, ridiculing me.


There is no question that the inspiration was from the Holy Spirit, because He comforted me with rays of marvelous illumination from the Holy Scriptures. … Our Redeemer Jesus Christ said that before the end of the world, all things must come to pass that had been written by the prophets. Isaiah goes into great detail in describing future events and in calling all people to our holy catholic [universal] faith. Most of the prophecies of Holy Scripture have been fulfilled already. …


For the execution of the journey to the Indies, I did not make use of intelligence, mathematics, or maps. It is simply the fulfillment of what Isaiah prophesied. All this is what I desire to write down for you in this book.


These are great and wonderful things for the earth, and the signs are that the Lord is hastening the end. The fact that the Gospel must still be preached to so many lands in such a short time, this is what convinces me.4





Columbus saw his travels as a calling from the Lord. He had studied the Bible and believed his work was part of the fulfillment of God’s plan to bring the gospel message to the ends of the earth. While modern historians often only note Columbus as an explorer, he certainly also viewed himself as a missionary.


Elsewhere Columbus viewed himself as a “Servant of the Most High Savior, Christ, the Son of Mary.” Columbus’s personal log stated his purpose in seeking undiscovered worlds: “[To] bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the heathens. … [To] bring the Word of God to unknown coastlands…. To bear the light of Christ west to the heathen undiscovered lands.”5


Columbus filled pages of his logbooks with scriptural passages and allusions. He loved to apply Bible verses to what he was experiencing in his own life. He was especially moved by the book of Isaiah, and viewed his voyages as the fulfillment of prophecy that would lead to the return of Jesus.


Christopher Columbus also frequently quoted Matthew 28:19–20 and Acts 1:8 in relation to himself. He believed that God had a divine plan for the North American continent, and that he was a part of that plan. While many seek to remove Columbus Day from the calendar, we find reason to celebrate the life of a man who sought to honor God through his character and work.


The Example of George Washington


We remember George Washington as America’s first president, but those who lived during his lifetime likely remembered him for his faith. Did you know that Washington’s first official act after being sworn in as president was to join all the members of the House and Senate in a two-hour worship service? A similar action today would shock our modern media. Could you imagine the next president of the United States calling Congress for a church service? Yet Washington was known for such acts of devotion.


Another example can be found in Washington’s first Thanksgiving proclamation that was given on October 3, 1789. In it he stated, “It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits and humbly to implore His protection and favor.”6


The Examples of the Early States


The late James D. Kennedy offers several examples from the history of the early American states to show the influence of Christianity upon those states. For example, Delaware stated, “The duty of all men frequently to assemble together for the public worship of the Author of the Universe”; and its oath of office included, “I do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ His only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God blessed forever more.” Maryland noted that “the legislature may … lay a general and equal tax for the support of the Christian religion,” and the state even required a “declaration of belief in the Christian religion” from all of its state officers. Massachusetts directed local political bodies to “make suitable provisions, at their own expense, for the institution of public worship of God,” while North Carolina declared “no person who shall deny the being of God, or the divine authority of the Old and New Testament … shall be capable of holding office or place of trust … within this state.”7


North Carolina is an important state for me (Alex) because it is where I was born and where I continue to call home today. Yet it was not until recently that I learned the true history of my state’s founding. Originally part of Virginia, North Carolina had been granted to Sir Robert Heath in 1629. Virginia was named after the “Virgin Queen,” Elizabeth I, by Sir Walter Raleigh, who explored the area and attempted to found a settlement on Roanoke Island in 1585.


On August 13, 1587, the members of the colony converted the Native American named Manteo, who was then baptized into the Christian faith. That same month the first child was born in America, and she was baptized Virginia Dare. But it was not until the 1650s that English colonists began to settle North Carolina permanently.


In the Charter of Carolina in 1663, which was granted by King Charles II, Sir William Berkeley, and the seven other Lord Proprietors, it is written:




Being excited with a laudable and pious zeal for the propagation [spreading] of the Christian faith … they have humbly besought leave of us, to transport and make an ample colony, in the parts of America not yet cultivated or planted, and only inhabited by some barbarous people, who have no knowledge of Almighty God.8





Notice that the fundamental reason for exploration and settling the area known as Carolina was not financial but for the spread of the Christian faith.


Here’s where many modern historians find a point of controversy, however. The colonists were met by Native Americans who worshiped various spirits. Did the colonists recognize the existing paganism as alternative spiritualities that were equally valid with Christianity? Of course they didn’t. And was the public expression of Christian theism discouraged in order to not offend other religious groups? Absolutely not.


The state charter implicitly recognizes only the God of Christian theism. In the public and private writings from our formative days, the terms Almighty God and Divine Being were specifically used in reference to the God of the Bible. While the founders vehemently opposed the establishment of one national church or denomination, the acceptance of Christianity was universally acknowledged.


In fact, the Fundamental Constitution of the Carolinas (1663) directly stated: “No man shall be permitted to be a freeman [resident, landowner] of Carolina or to have any estate of habitation within it that doth not acknowledge a God, and that God is publicly and solemnly to be worshipped.”9


The first governor, William Sayle, was a Nonconformist who allowed religious toleration for all denominations. Of the many Christians who began to settle in North Carolina beginning in 1653, the Quaker missionaries were among the most notable, with even George Fox, the founder of Quakerism, preaching there. At a later date, the Quaker family of Daniel Boone, along with other Quaker families, pioneered the Yadkin River Valley along the North Carolina frontier. The first Baptist congregation was formed there in 1727, and was followed later by Methodist congregations, who recognized African Americans as ministers and strongly preached against slavery.


The Constitution of the State of North Carolina (1776) would later note, “There shall be no establishment of any one religious church or denomination in this State, in preference to any other.” And Article XXXII declares:




That no person who shall deny the Being of God or the truth of the Protestant religion, or the Divine Authority of the Old or New Testaments, or who shall hold religious principles incompatible with the freedom and safety of State, shall be capable of holding any office or place of trust or profit in the civil department within this State.10





The Preamble of the North Carolina State Constitution (1868) expresses its Christian heritage with these words:




We the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God, the Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for the preservation of the American Union and the existence of our civil, political, and religious liberties, and acknowledging our dependence upon Him for the continuance of those blessings to us and our posterity, do, for the more certain security thereof and for the better government of this State, ordain and establish this Constitution.





Other American colonies and states include similar words in their founding documents, thus demonstrating the unmistakable presence of a Christian worldview in the minds and intents of America’s founders.


An Example for Today


Why do these examples matter for us today? Let us share a few reasons. First, we can change the future by learning from the past. Why did the early American colonies, states, and leaders rise to such greatness? One fundamental reason is the widely shared Christian faith among America’s early people. While not perfect, these men and women led based on biblical convictions we can learn from today.


Second, we need to know the whole story. From textbooks to sound bites, today’s thought leaders seek to rewrite or suppress aspects of faith from America’s history. We are not a nation of imperialist capitalists who came to a new world to colonize and make a buck. America’s founders largely moved to this land for religious freedom.


Third, America needs a renewed story. We all know about terrorism, crime, and moral decay, but what our country requires is a solution beyond politics and policies. No law or leader will return America to greatness, but God’s law and godly leaders can lead us back in that direction. If we choose to live out God’s truths in our own lives, we can join in the legacy of America’s godly leaders who shape a nation through character and conviction.


As I (Alex) noted in a recent commentary, while the rhetoric of “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” is still politically correct, any recognition that life and liberty are gifts from God and God alone have become unbearable to those who would seek to eradicate God from American history and life.11 Political correctness is the banner of cowards. It’s time for our nation, and each of us as its citizens, to reject the fear of giving offense. We must stand up and call for national repentance and prayer, and not the politically correct homogenized prayers designed to placate special-interest groups, but prayers to the God of the Bible, whose protection and blessing are the only reason our nation still exists.


Life and liberty are at risk today. It’s because, as a nation, we have forgotten and even rejected our source, author, and giver—almighty God. Some think we can continue to enjoy our freedoms apart from God, but if we don’t realize the fallacy of this belief, we will soon lose our freedoms and the protections of the God who gave them.


Time is running out. We have been blessed by God, but it’s critical that we understand that God does not owe us anything at all. If we continue as a nation to reject God, then we fool ourselves into thinking He is obligated to bless, prosper, or protect us. Let us turn to God once again, recognizing He is the giver of every blessing and freedom we currently enjoy.
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CHAPTER 2



DREAMS OF OUR FATHERS




Having undertaken for the Glory of God,


and Advancement of the Christian Faith …


—THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT





On this historical ship—the Mayflower—was a group of Puritans who personified great courage, faith, and determination. Their resolve was to be set free from the abuses and corruption of the Church of England, a course that would one day revolutionize the New World.


The Puritans (who were also known as Saints or Separatists) stood out among the rest for their disapproval of the Church of England. They rejected the tyrannical rule of James I and showed much disdain for the Catholic persuasion on the Anglican Church. However, their attempts to reform the church from within had little influence. They were considered outcasts and perceived as a growing threat. However, despite the increased persecution, the Puritans’ devotion to the Christian faith remained strong—so strong, in fact, that they were willing to abandon their homeland and even risk death.


It was in the year 1608 that their bold faith and undying resilience to be free sprang to action. Under the direction of John Robinson, 125 Puritans secretly fled from the brutal dictatorship of England to Holland. They knew Holland was not their final destination but indeed a step closer to fulfilling their hopeful dream—to one day be free from tyranny and establish their own “holy commonwealths” in America.


For many, the past twelve years in Holland was tolerable, yet it came with hardships. Jobs were scarce, making it difficult for the Puritans to provide for their families. Those who did find work labored tirelessly to bring home what little they could earn. The Dutch culture also grew to be a bad influence on the Puritan children and was a matter of grave concern. Nonetheless, Holland was a great test for the Puritans. It not only strengthened their faith but also kept them from giving up. Notwithstanding the strict laws and the previous failed attempts that landed some in jail, the Puritans pressed on and believed God for a miracle. They strongly believed that if their children were to have futures filled with freedom, then God would make a way for them to set sail to the New World.


Remarkably, after much prayer and persuading certain authorities, the Puritans received permission from the London Company to voyage across the Atlantic Ocean to Virginia. This certainly was an answer to prayer, but it offered no firm guarantees. The Puritans would still have to consider how they would survive the rough passage to such a faraway land.


Knowing the risks, they bravely moved forward to go to America. For them, risking their lives so that their children and their future generations would be free from tyranny and war was worth the cost of life. America was now their hope; it was their God-given destiny.


Sailing to the New World


And so the Puritans, now called the “Pilgrims,” sailed to the New World in search of a newfound life that would permit them the freedom to live out their Christian beliefs as they desired. But to meet the uncertainties that lie ahead, the Puritans would need a leader of unprecedented measure. Reluctantly, their search did not take them long.


Born in the remote village of Austerfield, Yorkshire, in England, William Bradford (1590–1657), one of the original 125 Separatists who fled to Holland back in 1608, would take on the role as the Puritans’ leader—he would become one of America’s most legendary pioneers. Now all that remained was to get on the Mayflower and arrive safely in America.


On September 16, 1620, Bradford and thirty-four other original Puritans (from 1608) set sail from England. However, the journey would not be an easy one. The elements of the sea were merciless on the ship as well as the people and the crew on board—many underwent severe seasickness.


Long into the journey, the Mayflower suffered a massive blow from a gigantic wave, causing structural damage to the topside of the ship. Christopher Jones, the Mayflower’s master, felt obliged to turn back the ship for fear they wouldn’t reach America. However, with weeks already into the journey, the Pilgrims believed that God would overcome any adversity they faced. They trusted God wouldn’t have gotten them this far just to have them turn back. Sure, they knew the risk was great, but the reward was far greater.


Finally, after sixty-five long and harsh days, the 102 people aboard the Mayflower landed at Plymouth in Cape Cod, on November 21, 1620. But the excitement of arriving to America was short lived. Rather than arriving in Virginia in the heat of summer, they landed hundreds of miles off course at the beginning of winter. At this point of the journey, two people had died and many more aboard the ship were plagued with fatal illnesses. Very little food and water remained. In the first year, over half of the 102 people who arrived on the Mayflower had died, and yet, despite the hunger, despair, and harsh conditions, the remaining few Puritans found a way to survive.


Notwithstanding the many deaths that occurred on the Mayflower, this voyage set the mark for many more to come. It was on this voyage that the Mayflower Compact was drafted and signed on November 11, 1620. This historic document was the first of its kind to establish the equal rights contract under the division and power of the God of Christianity, and would later be incorporated into the US Constitution.


A City upon a Hill


Several years later, King Charles I (who succeeded James I) authorized a joint-stock company (Massachusetts Bay Company) in 1629 to establish a colony in New England. John Winthrop was selected to lead the voyage of over a thousand Puritans (including men, women, and children) on seventeen ships headed for the New World. This voyage was what Winthrop had prayed for.


The unruly behavior of the king and corruption of the Church drove Winthrop to take his family and others to explore the opportunity to live a life of religious freedom, just as William Bradford and the Puritans did before him. Determined for a new start, Governor Winthrop and his colony of Puritans left England on May 22, 1630, and carried westward across the Atlantic.


On board the Arabella, Winthrop wrote the famed document entitled A Model of Christian Charity. In it, he wrote about their cause before God: “Thus stands the cause between God and us. We are entered into covenant with Him for this work. We have taken out a commission.” He went on to write these profound words:




For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are upon us. So that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, and so cause Him to withdraw His present help from us, we shall be made a story and a by-word through the world.1





Winthrop closed his message by affirming, “Therefore let us choose life, that we and our seed may live, by obeying His voice and cleaving to Him, for He is our life and our prosperity.”2


On June 12, 1630, Winthrop and his people arrived and established the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Governor Winthrop’s A Model of Christian Charity had a lasting impact on the Puritans, for it set the mark for their arrival and helped the people accomplish God’s will for them in the New World.


Corporate Life of Family


Henry Drummond stated, “The family circle is the supreme conductor of Christianity.”3 One thing clearly illustrated in Puritan life was the involvement of the family. Wherever the Puritans went and whatever the Puritans did, their family was at the center of it all. It didn’t matter if they were working out in the fields, sewing clothes, attending school, selling produce in the market, or representing their constituents in political life—the corporate life of family remained strong.


Take a look at families in America today. Families are broken—broken down and biblically illiterate. Divorce is the norm, and family values have all but been lost. There needs to be a move of God to rebuild marriages and families today—and not just any kind of family. We are talking about the biblical model of marriage and family. We are not talking about same-sex families, and not cohabiting families, but the union between one man and one woman for a lifetime. What we need is strong families with a father and a mother, allowing us to get back to the model God created.


Families that rely powerfully on God and seek to do His will be blessed in all that they do. A united marriage that stays together will be united with the purpose to produce a strong family. These attributes were at the core of the Puritan life and family. And if we don’t return to this way of life, then the continual breakdown of the family will eventually lead to the destruction of our nation. It’s not money, jobs, or government that prosper a nation; rather, it’s families transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ and devoted to the cause that prosper a nation.
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