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PREFACE


I first heard about Shawn Mendes in the middle of 2014. I had been travelling through New Zealand, and was working at a dairy farm on the South Island. During our working days, we listened to the radio a lot and Shawn’s first single, “Life of the Party” was a real hit at the time. This song came to represent the wonderful memories I have of a great time spent abroad. Back in Germany however, I forgot about him very quickly. As time passed, I started to hear some of his new songs like “Mercy”, “Stitches” and “Treat You Better” and my opinion was, initially, that his album “Handwritten” would not really be for me. After I moved to Munich at the end of 2016, I saw a poster advertising Mendes’s Illuminate World Tour and, given my enthusiasm for ‘Life of the Party’, coupled with happy memories of New Zealand, I naturally considered going to the concert. I quickly found out, however, that he had by this time built a huge fan base, and that every show was completely sold out. Luckily, a notification on Facebook caught my attention; someone was selling a “front row” ticket! The person selling it was currently in New York, could not use it for himself and was keen to sell it at the original price. I drove to meet his sister, who lived a little outside of Munich, to get the ticket. Everything went well and, on inspecting the ticket, I was pleasantly shocked. It really was a front row ticket. Moreover, the ticket was for seat 25, in the middle, and as close to the stage as anyone could get! The night before the concert, I had a strange dream: I met Shawn Mendes outside the venue and found out what a nice, likeable guy he was. The confusing thing about this dream was that, in the waking world, I didn’t even know what he looked like! When I woke up at six in the morning to go to work, I had a message on my phone: “Hey, do you want to meet Shawn Mendes today?” It was from the person who sold me the ticket. Never in my life have a dream and reality seemed closer to each other than in this precise moment. The guy told me that he had a VIP Gold Card left and was thinking about giving it to me, because he couldn’t be there anyway. Such tickets are always personalized and not transferable. The only way for me to get in would be through authorization from the seller. However, there was one problem: because of the time difference between New York and Munich, the guy was sleeping and I couldn’t reach him. At work I waited the whole day, very nervous because the Meet & Greet was meant to start at 4 pm, and eventually, at 3.05 pm I finally received a message with the authorization. I left everything behind at my desk, jumped onto the subway and when I arrived at the venue, I ran as fast as I could to get through the Olympiapark, which is huge! Virtually out of breath, I arrived at the concert hall 20 minutes before it was supposed to start and all I could see were closed doors. There was no one around at all. I ran around the hall hysterically, desperately trying to find the right entrance and avoid missing my opportunity to meet a big pop star. Finally I found an open door, but there was an intimidating woman from the security team who would not let me in because I needed a copy of the passport of the person who had given me the authorization. It was minutes before four and of course, the person was unreachable. In the hallway were about 50 young girls who were looking at me as if I was from a different planet. Of course, after running through the Olympiapark for ages, I must have looked like I was close to a nervous breakdown. I was starting to think that this was a failure, but just as I was finally admitting to myself that I wasn’t going to get in, the security woman showed me some mercy and gave me a VIP card. Another security man picked me up and we joined a small queue of girls waiting in front of a curtain. I was sweaty, my hair was a mess and I was wiped out. Behind the curtain I heard some heavy crying. The security guard pointed to me, said “Next”, and I realized that I was about to meet a huge superstar. He opened a small gap in the curtain and I was able to pass through. There he was, right in front of me: Shawn Mendes. Real and six feet two inches tall, with the most wonderful smile, brown curls and bright eyes. He definitely had a special aura. I was impressed. He asked with a big smile: “How are you?”. Nearly speechless, all I could say was “I’m fine.”. He gave me a hug and we smiled into the camera for a picture. The moment only lasted a few seconds. Once I left the area, I remembered how amazing he smelled and how comfortable he seemed when close to his fans. I don’t know whether it was Shawn’s stardom that I was overwhelmed by in this moment, or his special charisma, but I do know that this short encounter pulled the ground away from under my feet. There are just a few moments in your life that touch your soul like this and change your life forever, and this was definitely my moment. The idea for this book came to me a month after the concert, by which time Mendes had released his first perfume spearheaded by a huge worldwide advertising campaign. I noticed that my local perfume shop had a life-sized cutout of him. I wanted that cutout so I asked in the store, and when they didn’t need it any more, they let me take it. I carried the huge thing across the city, back to my apartment. Just for fun, I took a picture of my new roommate with it and put it on Instagram. The next morning I saw that the picture had more than 8000 likes, which was insanely high for one of my posts. I told my mum about it and mentioned that I would like to write a book about him, because there was so much to tell. She replied simply, “Do it”. After a few days of trying, I convinced a publisher and was able to start the project. Alongside my full time job, I was able to write the whole book in about three months. I was in contact with fans all over the world, day and night, and I investigated everything about him and collected many fan pictures. The result holds for me a memory of an amazing time, and I hope that it can also make a few fans out there happy.
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Shawn Mendes and me in London in November 2017
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Shawn Mendes wins his first American Music Award in November 2017
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