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Edward Gibbon's monumental work, "The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," spans six volumes, meticulously chronicling the complexities of Rome's gradual disintegration from the height of its power to the multifaceted factors contributing to its decline. Written in a lucid and elegant prose style characteristic of the 18th century, Gibbon employs a rich narrative interwoven with philosophical insight, rigorous analysis, and a keen awareness of historical context. His exploration delves into the interplay of political, military, and cultural shifts, presenting a comprehensive perspective not only on Rome but also on the broader themes of governance and civilization. Gibbon, an English historian and Member of Parliament, was profoundly influenced by the Enlightenment ideals of reason and skepticism towards traditional authority. His personal experiences, combined with his extensive reading of classical literature and contemporary historiography, equipped him with a unique lens through which to examine Roman history. His reflections on decay and renewal resonate profoundly with a rapidly changing 18th-century Europe, which was grappling with its own historical transformations. This work is an essential read for anyone interested in the intricacies of history and the profound influences of past civilizations on modern society. Gibbon's analysis not only illuminates the reasons behind Rome's downfall but also serves as a cautionary tale about the fragility of empires. Its timeless relevance and scholarly rigor make it a pivotal addition to any historical library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    Brevity becomes a statement about power and memory as Eutropius compresses Rome’s vast past into a disciplined, swiftly moving account. Composed by a Roman historian active in the fourth century CE, this work aims to capture the arc of an empire in clear, economical Latin. It invites readers to consider how a civilization narrates itself when space is limited and choices matter. The result is not a melodrama of heroes and villains, but a steady chronicle in which selection, sequence, and tone do the heavy lifting. In that restraint lies its enduring interest and its quietly insistent argument.

Known as the Breviarium ab urbe condita, Eutropius’s text is a Latin historical epitome in ten books that surveys Roman history from the city’s beginnings to his own era. Written during the reign of the emperor Valens (364–378) and dedicated to him, it reflects the late Roman taste for compact, utilitarian histories suited to court and classroom alike. The setting is the Roman world in its full temporal span, from legendary foundations through republican struggles to imperial consolidation and change. Rather than a dramatic reconstruction, Eutropius offers a streamlined outline, a structural map intended to guide rather than overwhelm.

The premise is unapologetically concise: a chronological digest that traces leaders, laws, wars, and settlements in a measured cadence. Readers encounter a voice that is matter-of-fact, administratively minded, and consistently focused on sequence and consequence. The style favors clarity over ornament, distilling earlier sources into brief, serviceable summaries. The mood is steady and succinct, eschewing rhetorical flourishes to maintain pace and scope. This is history as orientation: what happened, when, and with what broad effect on the state. The experience is akin to surveying a long road from an elevated ridge, noting milestones rather than side paths.

Key themes emerge through compression. The work emphasizes continuity of institutions even as leaders and fortunes change, highlighting the resilience and vulnerability of imperial structures. It foregrounds the hinge points of governance—accessions, reforms, crises—without dwelling on anecdote, prompting readers to weigh stability against disruption. Eutropius’s selectivity raises questions about canon and omission: which events anchor a civilization’s self-understanding, and why. The moral register is understated, yet the cumulative pattern—rise, strain, adaptation—invites reflection on the costs of expansion, the pressures of civil conflict, and the persistent negotiation between civic order and personal power.

The publication context matters. In late antiquity, summaries like this met a practical need: portable knowledge for officials, soldiers, students, and literate audiences who required orientation more than exhaustive detail. Eutropius condenses a long historiographic tradition into a form that could travel across institutions and frontiers. The text was translated into Greek in antiquity and circulated widely thereafter, becoming a dependable reference for later readers who sought a concise Roman history. Its durability owes as much to its modesty as to its breadth: it neither competes with expansive narratives nor replaces them, but provides a backbone onto which further study can attach.

For contemporary readers, the Breviarium’s method is strikingly modern. It tests how compression can clarify without distorting, and it foregrounds the editorial power inherent in every summary. The book speaks to today’s appetite for synthesis while cautioning against neglect of context. It is a valuable starting point for exploring Rome’s longue durée, and a lens on how a fourth-century writer framed the past amid political and cultural change. As a teaching text, it rewards close attention to structure and diction; as a historical source, it helps map late Roman perspectives on legitimacy, succession, and the hazards of imperial overreach.

Approaching Eutropius with these aims in mind encourages a productive reading strategy. Let the brevity set the itinerary, then pursue depth elsewhere, using his milestones to focus curiosity. Expect a clear chronology, pared-down judgments, and an insistence on what endures through upheaval. The appeal lies in the balance of scope and restraint: a compact companion that steadies the gaze before larger narratives or specialized studies. Whether as an entry point for newcomers or a reference for seasoned readers, this introduction to Rome’s past, authored by a fourth-century insider, remains a durable guide to how empires remember—and how we learn from their remembering.
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    Eutropius begins with Rome’s legendary origins, tracing descent from Aeneas to the Alban kings and the foundation of the city by Romulus. He recounts the succession of the seven kings, noting the establishment of civic and religious institutions under figures such as Numa and Servius Tullius. The narrative records early conflicts with neighboring peoples and internal developments like the creation of the Senate and the division of the populace. The monarchy ends with the expulsion of Tarquinius Superbus after the outrage against Lucretia, an event presented as the catalyst for the Roman Republic. Consular rule replaces kingship, setting the stage for expanding wars and offices.

With the Republic established, Eutropius outlines Rome’s struggles to secure its position among Italian communities. He notes conflicts with the Etruscans and Latins, the long war against Veii, and the leadership of Camillus in decisive moments. The sack of Rome by the Gauls under Brennus marks a grave setback; the city is recovered and restored, and institutions are stabilized. He records constitutional adjustments, including the role of tribunes and the gradual opening of magistracies to plebeians. Through wars and alliances, Rome consolidates surrounding territory, strengthens defenses, and advances its civic order, preparing the way for wider campaigns beyond Latium and Etruria.

Eutropius proceeds to Rome’s mastery of Italy, describing the Latin and Samnite wars and the steady extension of colonies and roads. He highlights the test posed by King Pyrrhus of Epirus, whose elephants and seasoned troops challenge Roman methods. After alternations of victory and loss, Pyrrhus withdraws, and Roman resilience prevails. The narrative emphasizes Rome’s policy of integrating allies while imposing obligations, a framework that stabilizes the peninsula. With Italy secured, Rome gains the manpower and strategic breadth to confront external powers. This consolidation marks a turning point, shifting the focus from regional contention to Mediterranean conflicts and maritime competition.

Rome’s expansion brings confrontation with Carthage, summarized in Eutropius’s account of three Punic Wars. He notes the naval innovations of the first war, Hannibal’s crossing of the Alps and victories in Italy during the second, and the ultimate Roman success under Scipio at Zama. Carthage’s final destruction follows the third war. Simultaneously, Rome fights in the East against Macedon and the Seleucid kingdom, reducing Philip V, defeating Perseus, and checking Antiochus. Greek cities and Asia Minor increasingly fall under Roman control. By the end of these conflicts, Rome commands major provinces and sea lanes, altering the balance of the Mediterranean.

Eutropius then turns to domestic strains accompanying imperial growth. He reports the initiatives and deaths of the Gracchi, the Jugurthine War in North Africa, and the Northern invasions countered by Marius. Pressures culminate in the Social War, which extends citizenship to former Italian allies. Rivalries between Marius and Sulla produce civil war; Sulla assumes the dictatorship, reforms institutions, and retires. Meanwhile, eastern campaigns continue against Mithridates. Prominent commanders emerge, including Pompey, who receives extraordinary commands, and others who suppress revolts such as the uprising led by Spartacus. These events frame the competition that will end the Republican balance of power.

Eutropius summarizes the alliance of Pompey, Crassus, and Caesar, and the latter’s conquest of Gaul, which increases his standing. The breakdown of relations brings civil war between Caesar and Pompey; after victories, Caesar governs briefly as dictator before his assassination. Authority passes to the Second Triumvirate of Octavian, Antony, and Lepidus, marked by proscriptions and the defeat of Brutus and Cassius. Power coalesces around Octavian following the war against Antony and Cleopatra. He reorganizes the state under the title Augustus, retaining republican forms while centralizing command. A long period of order and prosperity follows under his careful administration.

The narrative advances through the early emperors in concise notices. Tiberius maintains the system; Caligula and Nero are recorded for disturbances; Claudius extends rule to Britain. After civil strife in the year of four emperors, Vespasian restores stability, followed by Titus and Domitian. The adoptive emperors begin with Nerva and culminate in Trajan’s expansion, notably in Dacia, before Hadrian consolidates frontiers. Antoninus Pius governs peacefully; Marcus Aurelius addresses wars along the Danube. Commodus’s accession marks a departure from adoptive succession. Throughout these reigns, Eutropius provides key events, lengths of rule, and major campaigns, preserving a compact chronology of governance.

Eutropius recounts the troubled third century, noting frequent changes of rulers and pressures on frontiers. The Severan house rises with Septimius Severus; Caracalla extends citizenship. After short reigns and instability, emperors such as Decius and Valerian face Gothic and Persian threats, with Valerian captured. Aurelian restores unity and fortifies Rome. The sequence includes Tacitus, Probus, and Carus. A new order begins with Diocletian, who reorganizes provinces, strengthens administration, and shares power through the tetrarchy. This restructuring addresses military and fiscal demands, setting conditions for recovery after decades of crisis and preparing for contests among his successors.

After Diocletian’s abdication, Eutropius traces the conflicts among the tetrarchs leading to Constantine’s supremacy. He records Constantine’s victories, support for Christians, and the foundation of Constantinople as a new capital. Subsequent reigns of his sons and heirs bring divisions and reunifications until Constantius II remains sole emperor. Julian succeeds and campaigns in Persia, where he dies; Jovian secures a peace and returns. The narrative closes with the elevation of Valentinian and Valens, to whom the work is addressed. Overall, the Breviarium furnishes a concise register of rulers, wars, and settlements, emphasizing continuity from Rome’s origins to the author’s present.
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    Eutropius composed his Breviarium in the later fourth century CE, likely in the 360s, within the administrative and cultural milieu of the Eastern Roman Empire centered on Constantinople and Antioch. A Latin-speaking imperial secretary amid a largely Greek East, he wrote after Diocletian’s and Constantine’s reforms had transformed governance, taxation, army structure, and religious life. The empire faced Sasanian pressure in Mesopotamia and intensifying Gothic movements across the Danube. Dedicated to Emperor Valens, the work functioned as a concise handbook of Roman history, intended to supply political memory for a ruler managing a divided imperial court, doctrinal conflict, and volatile frontiers.

The narrative opens with the archaic monarchy and the early Republic, tracing Rome from its legendary foundation in 753 BCE to the expulsion of Tarquinius Superbus in 509 BCE and the establishment of consular rule. Key developments include the Struggle of the Orders (494–287 BCE), the capture of Veii (396 BCE), the Latin and Samnite Wars (fourth–third centuries BCE), and the road network inaugurated by the Via Appia (312 BCE). Eutropius’ treatment compresses institutional evolution—magistracies, Senate, and plebeian representation—into moral exempla of discipline and civic concord. By structuring early growth as a model of collective resilience, the book offers guidance to fourth-century administrators confronting faction and frontier insecurity.

The Punic Wars (264–241, 218–201, 149–146 BCE) exemplify Rome’s ascent to Mediterranean dominance. The First Punic War pivoted on naval innovation and victories such as Mylae (260 BCE) and the Aegates Islands (241), securing Sicily. The Second featured Hannibal’s Alpine crossing (218), disasters like Cannae (216), and Scipio’s counterstroke at Zama (202), yielding Spain and supremacy. The Third ended in Carthage’s destruction (146). Eutropius distills these campaigns to show strategic persistence, logistical scale, and senatorial coordination. His concise notice of fleets, commanders, and theaters furnishes a strategic playbook for Valens, implicitly contrasting disciplined coalition warfare with the ad hoc mobilization characteristic of late imperial crises.

Eastern and Hellenistic entanglements followed: the Macedonian Wars culminated at Pydna (168 BCE) and Corinth’s sack (146), while Attalus III’s bequest created the province of Asia (133). The Mithridatic Wars (88–63 BCE) drew Sulla, Lucullus, and Pompey into Anatolia; by 63 Pompey reorganized the East and captured Jerusalem. Simultaneously the Republic fractured: the Gracchi reforms (133–121), the Social War (91–88) extending citizenship, Marius–Sulla civil conflict (88–82), Spartacus’ revolt (73–71), Caesar’s Rubicon crossing (49), and Actium (31 BCE) ushered Augustus’ settlement. Eutropius connects expansion and civil discord to constitutional transformation, presenting a cautionary sequence in which imperial cohesion emerges only after internecine violence—a pointed lesson for emperors facing usurpations.

Under the Principate, Eutropius highlights the administrative consolidation and measured conquest that produced the Pax Romana. Augustus regularized taxation and provincial governance; Trajan annexed Dacia (101–106) and campaigned in Parthia (114–117); Hadrian retrenched and fortified; Antoninus Pius epitomized legal order; Marcus Aurelius endured the Marcomannic Wars and the Antonine Plague (c. 165–180). Later, the Constitutio Antoniniana (212 CE) of Caracalla made most free provincials citizens. Eutropius uses these reigns to define norms of prudent rule, stable finance, and secure frontiers. By contrasting steady stewardship with subsequent breakdown, the book provides a baseline against which fourth-century policies—especially fiscal extraction and militarized politics—can be evaluated.

The Crisis of the Third Century (235–284 CE) occupies a pivotal place: rapid imperial turnover, secessions, invasions, plague, and currency debasement strained the state. Valerian’s capture at Edessa (260) by Shapur I symbolized imperial vulnerability; Gallienus’ cavalry reforms and exclusion of senators from command marked structural adaptation. Breakaway regimes arose—the Gallic Empire under Postumus (260–274) in the West and Palmyra under Odaenathus and Queen Zenobia in the East, subdued by Aurelian after battles at Immae and Emesa (272). Aurelian’s reconquest, construction of the Aurelian Walls (271), and coinage reform exemplify recovery. Eutropius’ terse chronicle emphasizes how usurpations and fiscal chaos imperil cohesion, framing late imperial governance as a continuous struggle to restore unity and credit.

Diocletian’s accession (284) initiated the Tetrarchy (293), diocesan reorganization, capitatio-iugatio taxation, and the Price Edict (301); the Great Persecution (303) tested Christian communities. Constantine’s victories at the Milvian Bridge (312) and over Licinius (324), the Edict of Milan (313), Nicaea (325), and the founding of Constantinople (330) reshaped polity and faith. After 337, succession partitions deepened. Julian’s pagan revival (361–363) ended with his death on the Persian campaign near Samarra (363), which Eutropius likely witnessed as an imperial secretary; Jovian’s treaty ceded Nisibis. Valens (364–378) faced Procopius’ usurpation (365–366) and mounting Gothic pressures that would culminate, after Eutropius wrote, in the 376 crossing. The Breviarium integrates eyewitness detail and administrative appraisal, offering Valens precedents for discipline, clemency, and frontier management.

As social and political critique, the book deploys exempla to indict recurring vices: factionalism, fiscal predation, coinage debasement, and military usurpation. Eutropius favors rulers who balance severity with legality and clemency, and he marks declines where emperors indulge cruelty, court intrigue, or improvised finance that burdens curiales, tenants, and provincials. By juxtaposing Republican rigor and early Principate stability with the third-century’s volatility, he exposes structural injustices—unequal military privileges, coerced civic service, and punitive taxation. His neutral tone masks prescriptive counsel: unity over rivalry, prudent frontier policy over glory-seeking, and legal order over arbitrary violence, a program aimed at guiding Valens through doctrinal conflict and perilous borders.
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Hadrian Emperor, 117-138 A.D.



Antoninus Pius Emperor, 138-161 A.D.



Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus Emperors, 161-169 A.D.



Marcus Aurelius reigns alone, 169-180 A.D.



Commodus Emperor, 180-193 A.D.



Pertinax Emperor, 193 A.D.



Septimius Severus Emperor, 193-211 A.D.



Caracalla Emperor, 211-217 A.D.



Macrinus Emperor, 218 A.D.



Heliogabalus Emperor, 218-221 A.D.



Alexander Severus Emperor, 221-235 A.D.



LIBER NŌNUS



Maximinus Emperor, 235-237 A.D.



Antonius Gordianus Emperor, 237-238 A.D. Gordianus III Emperor, 238-244 A.D.



Philip Emperor, 244-249 A.D.



Metius Decius Emperor, 249-251 A.D.



Gallus Hostilianus and Volusianus Emperors, 251-253 A.D.



Aemilianus Emperor, 253 A.D.



Valerianus Emperor, 253-260 A.D.



Gallienus Emperor, 260-268 A.D.



Claudius Emperor, 268-270 A.D.



Quintillus Emperor, 270 A.D.



Aurelian Emperor, 270-275 A.D.



Tacitus Emperor, 275-276 A.D.



Probus Emperor, 276-282 A.D.



Carus Emperor, 282-283 A.D. Carus and Numerianus Emperors, 283-284 A.D.



Diocletian Emperor, 284-305 A.D.



Diocletian makes Maximianus Herculius Augustus, Constantius and Maximianus Caesars.



Diocletian abdicates, 305 A.D.



LIBER DECIMUS



Constantius I and Galerius Emperors, 305-306 A.D.



Constantine Emperor, 306-307 A.D.



Licinius Emperor, 307-324 A.D.



Constantine the Great sole Ruler, 324-337 A.D.



The Sons of Constantine rule, 337-360 A.D.



Julian Emperor, 360-363 A.D.



Eutropius takes part in the Parthian Expedition, 363 A.D.



Jovian Emperor, 363-364 A.D.
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The Breviarium of Eutropius has for many years been used successfully in German schools, but, though an American edition was published in the early part of this century, the author has of late years received little attention in this country. Yet in character and subject the Breviarium is admirably adapted for elementary work. While the Viri Romae deals only with the early history of Rome and the lives of a few great men of the republican age, the Breviarium gives an outline of the history of Rome from the founding of the city to the death of the Emperor Jovian in 364 A.D., and is thus in subject closely related to the Latin course. The Latin is good, remarkably so for the time of its composition, and is not so difficult as that of Nepos or of parts of the Viri Romae.

In editing the text the beginner has constantly been had in mind, and so references to the standard Latin Grammars have been added more copiously than some will consider judicious. It has been found, however, by experience in the classroom, that a reference to the grammar when carefully studied is worth far more than a translation of a difficult passage or comment upon it. The grammatical references are placed at the bottom of the page where they belong. In the Notes, which are principally historical and geographical, the editor has tried to aid the student in mastering the difficulties that occur rather than to do his work for him. The references to the histories are intended rather for the teacher than for the pupil. If a few minutes can be spent every day in reading to the class the portions referred to, the time will not be wasted, and it will fill in the outline of the history that the text contains. It is strongly urged that each student should be provided with a copy of some good outline of Roman History (Creighton’s Primer is admirable), and follow the text in it from day to day. In this way a knowledge of the principal facts of Roman History may be obtained with but slight conscious effort on the part of the student.

In the analyses of the books and the chapters the accepted dates have been given, indicating where Eutropius is mistaken in his chronology. In marking the quantities of the long vowels, Lewis, in his Elementary Latin Dictionary, has been followed, except where later authorities differ from him.

The editor desires to acknowledge his obligation to Rev. J. R. Wilson, D.D., Principal of Portland Academy, for advice and assistance, and to Professors Arrowsmith and Whicher, for permission to use material from their First Latin Readings.

The Grammars cited are Harkness’ Standard Latin Grammar (H.), Mooney (M.), Allen and Greenough (A. & G.), Gildersleeve (G.), and Bennett (B.). References to Harkness’ new Latin Grammars (1898) will be found on p. 242.

J. C. H.

Portland, Oregon,

June, 1898.
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From the Founding of Rome to the Capture of the City by the Gauls, 753-390 B.C. The Regal Period, 753-509 B.C.

Rome Founded, 753 B.C. Romulus, 753-716 B.C.
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1. Rōmānum imperium ā Rōmulō exōrdium habet, quī

Rhēae Silviae, Vestālis virginis, fīlius et, quantum putātus

est, Mārtis, cum Remō frātre ūnō partū ēditus est. Is cum

inter pāstōrēs latrōcinārētur,[1] decem et octō annōs[2] nātus

urbem exiguam in Palātīnō monte cōnstituit, XI Kal. Māiās, 5


Olympiadis sextae annō tertiō, post Trōiae excidium, annō

trecentēsimō nōnāgēsimō quārtō.





2. Conditā cīvitāte,[3] quam ex nōmine suō Rōmam vocāvit,

haec ferē ēgit. Multitūdinem fīnitimōrum in cīvitātem

recēpit, centum ex seniōribus[4] lēgit, quōrum cōnsiliō omnia 10


ageret,[5] quōs senātōrēs nōmināvit propter senectūtem. Tum,

cum uxōrēs ipse et populus suus nōn habērent,[6] invītāvit

ad spectāculum lūdōrum vīcīnās urbī Rōmae nātiōnēs atque

eārum virginēs rapuit. Commōtīs bellīs propter raptārum

iniūriam Caenīnēnsēs vīcit, Antemnātēs, Crustumīnōs, Sabīnōs,

Fīdēnātēs, Vēientēs. Haec omnia oppida urbem cingunt.

Et cum ortā subitō tempestāte nōn compāruisset,

annō rēgnī trīcēsimō septimō ad deōs trānsīsse crēditus est 5


et cōnsecrātus. Deinde Rōmae[7] per quīnōs diēs senātōrēs

imperāvērunt et hīs rēgnantibus annus ūnus complētus est.



Numa Pompilius, 715-672 B.C.
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3. Posteā Numa Pompilius rēx creātus est, quī bellum

quidem nūllum gessit, sed nōn minus cīvitātī[8] quam Rōmulus

prōfuit. Nam et lēgēs Rōmānīs mōrēsque cōnstituit, quī 10


cōnsuētūdine proeliōrum iam latrōnēs ac sēmibarbarī putābantur,

et annum dēscrīpsit in decem mēnsēs prius sine

aliquā supputātiōne cōnfūsum, et īnfīnīta Rōmae sacra ac

templa cōnstituit. Morbō dēcessit quadrāgēsimō et tertiō

imperiī annō. 15




Tullus Hostilius, 672-640 B.C.
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4. Huic successit Tullus Hostīlius. Hīc bella reparāvit,

Albānōs vīcit, quī ab urbe Rōmā duodecimō mīliārio[9] sunt,

Vēientēs et Fīdēnātēs, quōrum aliī sextō mīliāriō absunt

ab urbe Rōmā, aliī octāvō decimō, bellō superāvit, urbem

ampliāvit adiectō Caeliō monte. Cum trīgintā et duōs annōs 20


rēgnāsset,[10] fulmine ictus cum domō suā ārsit.



Ancus Marcius, 640-616 B.C.
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5. Post hunc Ancus Mārcius, Numae ex fīliā nepōs, suscēpit

imperium. Contrā Latīnōs dīmicāvit, Aventīnum montem

cīvitātī adiēcit et Iāniculum, apud ōstium Tiberis cīvitātem

suprā mare sextō decimō mīliāriō ab urbe Rōmā condidit.

Vīcēsimō et quārtō annō imperiī morbō periit.



Lucius Tarquinius Priscus, 616-578 B.C.
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6. Deinde rēgnum Prīscus Tarquinius accēpit. Hīc numerum

senātōrum duplicāvit, circum Rōmae aedificāvit, lūdōs 5


Rōmānōs īnstituit, quī ad nostram memoriam permanent.

Vīcit īdem etiam Sabīnōs et nōn parum agrōrum sublātum

īsdem urbis Rōmae territōriō iūnxit, prīmusque triumphāns

urbem intrāvit. Mūrōs fēcit et cloācās, Capitōlium incohāvit.

Trīcēsimō octāvō imperiī annō per Ancī fīliōs occīsus 10


est, rēgis ēius, cuī ipse successerat.



Servius Tullius, 578-534 B.C.
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7. Post hunc Servius Tullius suscēpit imperium, genitus

ex nōbilī fēminā, captīvā tamen et ancillā. Hīc quoque

Sabīnōs subēgit, montēs trēs, Quirīnālem, Vīminālem, Ēsquilīnum,

urbī adiūnxit, fossās circum mūrum dūxit. Prīmus 15


omnium cēnsum ōrdināvit, quī adhūc per orbem terrārum

incognitus erat. Sub eō Rōma omnibus in cēnsum dēlātīs

habuit capita LXXXIII mīlia cīvium Rōmānōrum cum hīs,

quī in agrīs erant. Occīsus est scelere generī suī Tarquinī

Superbī, fīliī ēius rēgis cuī ipse successerat, et fīliae quam 20


Tarquinius habēbat uxōrem.



Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, 534-510 B.C.
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8. L. Tarquinius Superbus, septimus atque ultimus rēgum,[11]


Volscōs, quae gēns ad Campāniam euntibus[12] nōn longē ab

urbe est, vīcit, Gabiōs cīvitātem et Suessam Pōmētiam

subēgit, cum Tuscīs pācem fēcit et templum Iovī in Capitōliō

aedificāvit. Posteā Ardeam oppūgnāns, in octāvō

decimō mīliāriō ab urbe Rōmā positam cīvitātem, imperium

perdidit. Nam cum fīlius ēius, et ipse Tarquinius iūnior,

nōbilissimam fēminam Lucrētiam eandemque pudīcissimam, 5


Collātīnī uxōrem, stuprāsset eaque dē iniūriā marītō et patrī

et amīcīs questa fuisset, in omnium cōnspectū sē occīdit.

Propter quam causam Brūtus, parēns et ipse Tarquinī,

populum concitāvit et Tarquiniō[13] adēmit imperium. Mox

exercitus quoque eum, quī cīvitātem Ardeam cum ipsō rēge 10


oppūgnābat, relīquit; veniēnsque ad urbem rēx portīs clausīs

exclūsus est, cumque imperāsset annōs quattuor et vīgintī

cum uxōre et līberīs suīs fūgit. Ita Rōmae rēgnātum est

per septem rēgēs annīs ducentīs quadrāgintā tribus, cum

adhūc Rōma, ubi plūrimum, vix ūsque ad quīntum decimum 15


mīliārium possidēret.



Establishment of the Republic. Election of Consuls, 509 B.C.
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9. Hinc cōnsulēs coepēre, prō ūnō rēge duo, hāc causā

creātī, ut, sī ūnus malus esse voluisset,[14] alter eum habēns

potestātem similem coërcēret.[15] Et placuit nē imperium

longius quam annuum habērent,[16] nē per diūturnitātem potestātis 20


īnsolentiōrēs redderentur, sed cīvīlēs semper essent,

quī sē post annum scīrent futūrōs esse prīvātōs. Fuērunt

igitur annō prīmō ab expulsīs rēgibus cōnsulēs L. Iūnius

Brūtus, quī māximē ēgerat ut Tarquinius pellerētur, et Tarquinius

Collātīnus, marītus Lucrētiae. Sed Tarquiniō Collātīnō 25


statim sublāta est dīgnitās. Placuerat enim nē quisquam

in urbe manēret quī Tarquinius vocārētur. Ergō acceptō

omnī patrimōniō suō ex urbe migrāvit et locō ipsīus factus

est L. Valerius Pūblicola cōnsul.



War with Tarquinius.
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10. Commōvit tamen bellum urbī Rōmae rēx Tarquinius,

quī fuerat expulsus, et, conlēctīs multīs gentibus, ut in rēgnum 5


posset restituī dīmicāvit. In prīmā pūgnā Brūtus cōnsul

et Ārūns, Tarquinī fīlius, in vicem sē occīdērunt, Rōmānī

tamen ex eā pūgnā vīctōrēs recessērunt. Brūtum mātrōnae

Rōmānae, dēfēnsōrem pudīcitiae suae, quasi commūnem

patrem per annum lūxērunt. Valerius Pūblicola Sp. Lucrētium 10


Tricipitīnum conlēgam sibi fēcit, Lucrētiae patrem, quō

morbō mortuō iterum Horātium Pulvillum conlēgam sibi

sūmpsit. Ita prīmus annus quīnque cōnsulēs habuit, cum

Tarquinius Collātīnus propter nōmen urbe[17] cessisset, Brūtus

in proeliō perīsset, Sp. Lucrētius morbō mortuus esset. 15




War with Porsenna, 508 B.C.
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11. Secundō quoque annō iterum Tarquinius ut reciperētur

in rēgnum bellum Rōmānīs intulit, auxilium eī ferente

Porsennā, Tusciae rēge, et Rōmam paene cēpit. Vērum

tum quoque victus est.




Tertiō annō post rēgēs exāctōs Tarquinius cum suscipī 20


nōn posset in rēgnum neque eī Porsenna, quī pācem cum

Rōmānīs fēcerat, praestāret auxilium, Tusculum[18] sē contulit,

quae cīvitās nōn longē ab urbe est, atque ibi per quattuordecim

annōs prīvātus cum uxōre cōnsenuit.




Quārtō annō post rēgēs exāctōs, cum Sabīnī Rōmānīs 25


bellum intulissent, victī sunt, et dē hīs triumphātum est.




Quīntō annō L. Valerius ille,[19] Brūtī conlēga et quater

cōnsul, fātāliter mortuus est, adeō pauper ut conlātīs ā populō

nummīs sūmptum habuerit[20] sepultūrae. Quem mātrōnae

sīcutī Brūtum annum lūxērunt.



Institution of the Dictatorship, 501 B.C.
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12. Nōnō annō post rēgēs exāctōs cum gener Tarquinī 5


ad iniūriam socerī[21] vindicandam[22] ingentem conlēgisset exercitum,

nova Rōmae dīgnitās est creāta, quae dictātūra appellātur,

māior quam cōnsulātus. Eōdem annō etiam magister

equitum factus est, quī dictātōrī obsequerētur. Neque quicquam

similius potest dīcī quam dictātūra antīqua huic 10


imperiī potestātī, quam nunc Tranquillitās Vestra habet,

māximē cum Augustus quoque Octāviānus, dē quō posteā

dīcēmus, et ante eum C. Caesar sub dictātūrae nōmine atque

honōre rēgnāverint. Dictātor autem Rōmae prīmus fuit

T. Larcius, magister equitum prīmus Sp. Cassius. 15




Secession of the Plebeians. Establishment of the Tribunate, 494 B.C.
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13. Sextō decimō annō post rēgēs exāctōs sēditiōnem

populus Rōmae fēcit, tamquam ā senātū atque cōnsulibus

premerētur. Tum et ipse sibi tribūnōs plēbis quasi propriōs

iūdicēs et dēfēnsōrēs creāvit, per quōs contrā senātum et

cōnsulēs tūtus esse posset. 20




War with the Volsci, 493 B.C.



Table of Contents





14. Sequentī annō Volscī contrā Rōmānōs bellum reparāvērunt,

et victī aciē etiam Coriolōs cīvitātem, quam habēbant

optimam, perdidērunt.



Coriolanus, 491 B.C.
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15. Octāvō decimō annō postquam rēgēs ēiectī erant expulsus

ex urbe Q. Mārcius, dux Rōmānus, quī Coriolōs cēperat, 5


Volscōrum cīvitātem, ad ipsōs Volscōs contendit īrātus et

auxilia contrā Rōmānōs accēpit. Rōmānōs saepe vīcit, ūsque

ad quīntum mīliārium urbis accessit, oppūgnātūrus[23] etiam

patriam suam, lēgātīs quī pācem petēbant repudiātīs, nisi

ad eum māter Veturia et uxor Volumnia ex urbe vēnissent,[24] 10


quārum flētū et dēprecātiōne superātus remōvit exercitum.

Atque hīc secundus post Tarquinium fuit quī dux contrā

patriam suam esset.



Slaughter of the Fabii, 477 B.C.
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16. C. Fabiō et L. Virgīniō cōnsulibus trecentī nōbilēs

hominēs, quī ex Fabiā familiā erant, contrā Vēientēs bellum 15


sōlī suscēpērunt, prōmittentēs senātuī et populō per sē omne

certāmen implendum. Itaque profectī, omnēs nōbilēs et

quī singulī māgnōrum exercituum ducēs esse dēbērent, in

proeliō concidērunt. Ūnus omnīnō superfuit ex tantā familiā,

quī propter aetātem puerīlem dūcī nōn potuerat ad 20


pūgnam. Post haec cēnsus in urbe habitus est et inventa

sunt cīvium capita CXVII mīlia CCCXIX.



Dictatorship of Cincinnatus, 458 B.C.
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17. Sequentī tamen annō cum in Algidō monte ab urbe

duodecimō fermē mīliāriō Rōmānus obsiderētur exercitus, L.

Quīntius Cincinnātus dictātor est factus, quī agrum quattuor

iūgerūm[25] possidēns manibus suīs colēbat. Is cum in opere

et arāns esset inventus, sūdōre dētersō togam praetextam 5


accēpit et caesīs hostibus līberāvit exercitum.



Decemvirs appointed, 451 B.C. Laws of XII Tables promulgated, 450 B.C. Death of Virginia; Decemvirs deposed, 449 B.C.
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18. Annō trecentēsimō et alterō ab urbe conditā imperium

cōnsulāre cessāvit et prō duōbus cōnsulibus decem factī

sunt, quī summam potestātem habērent, decemvirī nōminātī.

Sed cum prīmō annō bene ēgissent,[26] secundō ūnus ex hīs, 10


Ap. Claudius, Virgīnī cūiusdam, quī honestīs iam stīpendiīs

contrā Latīnōs in monte Algidō mīlitārat,[27] fīliam virginem

corrumpere voluit; quam pater occīdit, nē stuprum ā decemvirō

sustinēret, et regressus ad mīlitēs mōvit tumultum.

Sublāta est decemvirīs[28] potestās ipsīque damnātī sunt. 15




Revolt of the Fidenates, 438 B.C.
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19. Annō trecentēsimō et quīntō decimō ab urbe conditā

Fīdēnātēs contrā Rōmānōs rebellāvērunt. Auxilium hīs

praestābant Vēientēs et rēx Vēientium Tolumnius. Quae

ambae cīvitātēs tam vīcīnae urbī sunt ut Fīdēnae sextō,

Vēī octāvō decimō mīliāriō absint. Coniūnxērunt sē hīs 20


et Volscī. Sed Mam. Aemiliō dictātōre et L. Quīntiō Cincinnātō

magistrō equitum victī etiam rēgem perdidērunt.

Fīdēnae captae et excīsae.



War with Vei, 396 B.C.
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20. Post vīgintī deinde annōs Vēientānī rebellāvērunt.

Dictātor contrā ipsōs missus est Fūrius Camillus, quī prīmum 5


eōs vīcit aciē, mox etiam cīvitātem diū obsidēns cēpit,

antīquissimam Ītaliae atque dītissimam. Post eam cēpit

et Faliscōs, nōn minus nōbilem cīvitātem. Sed commōta

est eī invidia, quasi praedam male dīvīsisset, damnātusque

ob eam causam et expulsus cīvitāte.[29] 10




Rome Captured by the Gauls, 390 B.C.
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Statim Gallī Senonēs ad urbem vēnērunt et victōs Rōmānōs

ūndecimō mīliāriō ā Rōmā apud flūmen Alliam secūtī

etiam urbem occupāvērunt. Neque dēfendī quicquam nisi

Capitōlium potuit; quod cum diū obsēdissent et iam Rōmānī

famē labōrārent, acceptō aurō, nē Capitōlium obsidērent, 15


recessērunt. Sed ā Camillō, quī in vīcīnā cīvitāte

exsulābat, Gallīs[30] superventum est gravissimēque victī sunt.

Posteā tamen etiam secūtus eōs Camillus ita cecīdit ut et

aurum, quod hīs datum fuerat, et omnia quae cēperant

mīlitāria sīgna revocāret. Ita tertiō triumphāns urbem 20


ingressus est et appellātus secundus Rōmulus, quasi et ipse

patriae conditor.





LIBER SECUNDUS
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From the Capture of the City to the End of The First Punic War, 390-241 B.C.

Military Tribunes with Consular Power Elected, 444 B.C.
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1. Annō trecentēsimō sexāgēsimō quīntō ab urbe conditā,

post captam autem prīmō, dīgnitātēs mūtātae sunt, et prō

duōbus cōnsulibus factī tribūnī mīlitārēs cōnsulārī potestāte.

Hinc iam coepit Rōmāna rēs crēscere. Nam Camillus eō

annō Volscōrum cīvitātem, quae per septuāgintā annōs 5


bellum gesserat, vīcit et Aequōrum urbem et Sūtrīnōrum

atque omnēs dēlētīs eārundem exercitibus occupāvit et trēs

simul triumphōs ēgit.





2. T. etiam Quīntius Cincinnātus Praenestīnōs, quī ūsque

ad urbis Rōmae portās cum bellō vēnerant, persecūtus ad 10


flūmen Alliam vīcit, octō cīvitātēs, quae sub ipsīs agēbant,

Rōmānīs adiūnxit, ipsum Praeneste aggressus in dēditiōnem

accēpit. Quae omnia ab eō gesta sunt vīgintī diēbus,[31]


triumphusque ipsī dēcrētus.





3. Vērum dīgnitās tribūnōrum mīlitārium nōn diū persevērāvit. 15


Nam post aliquantum nūllōs placuit fierī et quadriennium

in urbe ita fluxit ut potestātēs ibi māiōrēs nōn

essent. Praesūmpsērunt tamen tribūnī mīlitārēs cōnsulārī

potestāte iterum dīgnitātem et trienniō persevērāvērunt.

Rūrsus cōnsulēs factī. 20




Death of Camillus, 365 B.C.
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4. L. Genuciō et Q. Servīliō cōnsulibus mortuus est

Camillus. Honor eī post Rōmulum secundus dēlātus est.



Invasion of the Gauls; Torquatus, 361 B.C.
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5. T. Quīntius dictātor adversus Gallōs, quī ad Ītaliam

vēnerant, missus est. Hī ab urbe quārtō mīliāriō trāns

Aniēnem fluvium cōnsēderant. Ibi nōbilissimus dē senātōribus

iuvenis L. Mānlius prōvocantem Gallum ad singulāre

certāmen prōgressus occīdit, et sublātō torque aureō collōque 5


suō impositō in perpetuum Torquātī et sibi et posterīs

cognōmen accēpit. Gallī fugātī sunt, mox per C. Sulpicium

dictātōrem etiam victī. Nōn multō[32] post ā C. Mārciō Tuscī

victī sunt et octō mīlia captīvōrum ex hīs in triumphum

ducta. 10




First Samnite War, 343-341 B.C.
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6. Cēnsus iterum habitus est. Et cum Latīnī, quī a Rōmānīs[33]


subāctī erant, mīlitēs praestāre nōllent, ex Rōmānīs

tantum tīrōnēs lēctī sunt, factaeque legiōnēs decem, quī modus

sexāgintā vel amplius armātōrum mīlia efficiēbat. Parvīs

adhūc Rōmānīs rēbus tanta tamen in rē mīlitārī virtūs erat. 15


Quae cum profectae essent adversum Gallōs duce L. Fūriō,

quīdam ex Gallīs ūnum ex Rōmānīs, quī esset[34] optimus,

prōvocāvit. Tum sē M. Valerius tribūnus mīlitum obtulit,

et cum prōcessisset armātus corvus eī[35] suprā dextrum bracchium

sēdit. Mox commissā adversum Gallum pūgnā īdem 20


corvus ālīs et unguibus Gallī oculōs verberāvit, nē rēctum

posset aspicere. Ita ā tribūnō Valeriō interfectus. Corvus

nōn sōlum victōriam eī, sed etiam nōmen dedit. Nam

posteā īdem Corvīnus est dictus. Ac propter hōc meritum

annōrum trium et vīgintī cōnsul est factus. 25




Latin War, 340-338 B.C.
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7. Latīnī, quī nōluerant mīlitēs dare, hōc quoque ā Rōmānīs

exigere coepērunt, ut ūnus cōnsul ex eōrum, alter ex

Rōmānōrum populō creārētur. Quod cum esset negātum,

bellum contrā eōs susceptum est et ingentī pūgnā superātī

sunt; ac dē hīs perdomitīs triumphātum est. Statuae cōnsulibus 5


ob meritum victōriae in rōstrīs positae sunt. Eō

annō etiam Alexandrīa ab Alexandrō Macedone condita est.



Second Samnite War, 326-304 B.C.



Table of Contents





8. Iam Rōmānī potentēs esse coepērunt. Bellum enim in

centēsimō et trīcēsimō ferē mīliāriō ab urbe apud Samnītas

gerēbātur, quī mediī sunt inter Pīcēnum, Campāniam et 10


Āpūliam. L. Papīrius Cursor cum honōre dictātōris ad id

bellum profectus est. Quī cum Rōmam redīret, Q. Fabiō

Māximō, magistrō equitum, quem apud exercitum relīquit,

praecēpit nē sē absente pūgnāret.[36] Ille occāsiōne repertā

fēlīcissimē dīmicāvit et Samnītas dēlēvit. Ob quam rem ā 15


dictātōre capitis[37] damnātus, quod sē vetante pūgnāsset,[38]


ingentī favōre mīlitum et populī līberātus est, tantā Papīriō

sēditiōne commōtā ut paene ipse interficerētur.



Romans defeated at Caudine Forks, 321 B.C.



Table of Contents





9. Posteā Samnītēs Rōmānōs T. Veturiō et Sp. Postumiō

cōnsulibus ingentī dēdecōre[39] vīcērunt et sub iugum mīsērunt. 20


Pāx tamen ā senātū et populō solūta est, quae cum

ipsīs propter necessitātem facta fuerat. Posteā Samnītēs

victī sunt ā L. Papīriō cōnsule, septem mīlia eōrum sub

iugum missa. Papīrius prīmus dē Samnītibus triumphāvit.

Eō tempore Ap. Claudius cēnsor aquam Claudiam indūxit

et viam Appiam strāvit. Samnītēs reparātō bellō Q. Fabium

Māximum vīcērunt tribus mīlibus hominum occīsīs. Posteā, 5


cum pater eī Fabius Māximus lēgātus datus fuisset, et

Samnītas vīcit et plūrima ipsōrum oppida cēpit. Deinde

P. Cornēlius Rūfīnus M. Curius Dentātus, ambō cōnsulēs,

contrā Samnītas missī ingentibus proeliīs eōs cōnfēcēre.

Tum bellum cum Samnītibus per annōs quadrāgintā novem 10


āctum sustulērunt. Neque ūllus hostis fuit intrā Ītaliam

quī Rōmānam virtūtem magis fatīgāverit.



War with the Gauls and Etruscans, 283 B.C.
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10. Interiectīs aliquot annīs iterum sē Gallōrum cōpiae

contrā Rōmānōs Tuscīs Samnītibusque iūnxērunt, sed cum

Rōmam tenderent ā Cn. Cornēliō Dolābellā cōnsule dēlētae 15


sunt.



War with Tarentum and Pyrrhus, 281-272 B.C. Battle of Heraclea, 280 B.C.
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11. Eōdem tempore Tarentīnīs, quī iam in ultimā Ītaliā

sunt, bellum indictum est, quia lēgātīs Rōmānōrum iniūriam

fēcissent. Hī Pyrrhum,[40] Ēpīrī rēgem, contrā Rōmānōs

auxilium poposcērunt, quī ex genere Achillis orīginem 20


trahēbat. Is mox ad Ītaliam vēnit, tumque prīmum Rōmānī

cum trānsmarīnō hoste dīmicāvērunt. Missus est

contrā eum cōnsul P. Valerius Laevīnus, quī cum explōrātōrēs

Pyrrhī cēpisset, iussit eōs per castra dūcī, ostendī

omnem exercitum tumque dīmittī, ut renūntiārent Pyrrhō 25


quaecumque ā Rōmānīs agerentur.[41] Commissā mox pūgnā,

cum iam Pyrrhus fugeret, elephantōrum auxiliō vīcit, quōs

incognitōs Rōmānī expāvērunt. Sed nox proeliō fīnem

dedit; Laevīnus tamen per noctem fūgit, Pyrrhus Rōmānōs

mīlle octingentōs cēpit et eōs summō honōre trāctāvit, 5


occīsōs sepelīvit. Quōs cum adversō vulnere et trucī vultū

etiam mortuōs iacēre vīdisset, tulisse ad caelum manūs

dīcitur cum hāc vōce: sē tōtīus orbis dominum esse potuisse,

sī tālēs sibi mīlitēs contigissent.



Embassy of Cineas.


Table of Contents









12. Posteā Pyrrhus coniūnctīs sibi Samnītibus, Lūcānīs, 10


Bruttiīs Rōmam perrēxit, omnia ferrō[42] īgnīque vāstāvit, Campāniam

populātus est atque ad Praeneste vēnit, mīliāriō ab

urbe octāvō decimō. Mox terrōre[43] exercitūs, quī eum cum

cōnsule sequēbātur, in Campāniam sē recēpit. Lēgātī ad

Pyrrhum dē redimendīs captīvīs[44] missī ab eō honōrificē 15


susceptī sunt. Captīvōs sine pretiō Rōmam mīsit. Ūnum

ex lēgātīs Rōmānōrum, Fābricium, sīc admīrātus, cum eum

pauperem esse cognōvisset, ut quārtā parte rēgnī prōmissā

sollicitāre voluerit ut ad sē trānsīret, contemptusque est ā

Fābriciō. Quārē cum Pyrrhus Rōmānōrum ingentī admīrātiōne 20


tenērētur, lēgātum mīsit, quī pācem aequīs condiciōnibus

peteret, praecipuum virum, Cīneam nōmine,[45] ita ut

Pyrrhus partem Ītaliae, quam iam armīs occupāverat,

obtinēret.





13. Pāx displicuit remandātumque Pyrrhō est ā senātū eum 25


cum Rōmānīs, nisi ex Ītaliā recessisset,[46] pācem habēre nōn

posse. Tum Rōmānī iussērunt captīvōs omnēs, quōs Pyrrhus

reddiderat, īnfāmēs habērī, quod armātī capī potuissent, nec

ante eōs ad veterem statum revertī, quam sī bīnōrum hostium

occīsōrum spolia retulissent. Ita lēgātus Pyrrhī reversus 5


est. Ā quō cum quaereret Pyrrhus, quālem Rōmam

comperisset, Cīneās dīxit rēgum sē patriam vīdisse; scīlicet

tālēs illīc ferē omnēs esse, quālis ūnus Pyrrhus apud Ēpīrum
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