
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


​Cairo Travel Guide

Captivating Adventures through Ancient Pyramids, Islamic Heritage, Landmarks, Hidden Gems, and More
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The content contained within this book may not be reproduced, duplicated, or transmitted without direct written permission from the author or the publisher.

Under no circumstances will any blame or legal responsibility be held against the publisher, or author, for any damages, reparation, or monetary loss due to the information contained within this book, either directly or indirectly.

Legal Notice:

This book is copyright protected. It is only for personal use. You cannot amend, distribute, sell, use, quote, or paraphrase any part, or the content within this book, without the consent of the author or publisher.

Disclaimer Notice:

Please note the information contained within this document is for educational and entertainment purposes only. All effort has been executed to present accurate, up-to-date, reliable, and complete information. No warranties of any kind are declared or implied. Readers acknowledge that the author is not engaging in the rendering of legal, financial, medical, or professional advice. The content within this book has been derived from various sources. Please consult a licensed professional before attempting any techniques outlined in this book.

By reading this document, the reader agrees that under no circumstances is the author responsible for any losses, direct or indirect, that are incurred as a result of the use of the information contained within this document, including, but not limited to, errors, omissions, or inaccuracies.​

While every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this guide is accurate and up-to-date, travel details such as prices, operating hours, and visa requirements can change. Travelers are advised to check the latest information from relevant sources before their trip.
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Introduction
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The Mosque-Madrassa of Sultan Hassan in Cairo.

Cairo is one of the world’s most historic and dynamic capitals. The city has been a center of power, culture, and religion for over a thousand years. Founded in 969 AD as the seat of the Fatimid dynasty, Cairo grew into a thriving metropolis, home to scholars, merchants, and artisans. The city’s layered history reflects the rise and fall of empires, from the Mamluks to the Ottomans, and later the modern state of Egypt. Ancient roots lie just outside the capital as well, with the Pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx standing as reminders of civilizations that shaped the course of human history.

You will see why Cairo remains a destination unlike any other. The city brings together monumental landmarks, Islamic mosques, Coptic churches, buzzing markets, and modern neighborhoods. It is both historic and contemporary, where daily life unfolds among relics thousands of years old. The rhythm of Cairo is fast and often overwhelming, but it rewards those who explore its streets with unmatched experiences.

The best time to visit is during the cooler months, from October through April. Temperatures are more comfortable then, making sightseeing and walking through historic districts easier. Summers can be hot and dry, especially in July and August, though major sites remain open year-round. Many travelers find winter ideal, when the weather is mild and evenings are pleasant along the Nile.

This guide provides practical information and detailed insights for your journey. Each chapter focuses on what to see and how to make the most of your time. You will find clear maps, QR codes linking to extra resources, and full color images that help you plan and navigate. 

Whether you want to visit ancient wonders, explore local markets, or enjoy modern Cairo life, this guide is designed to give you step-by-step direction and confidence throughout your trip.
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An interactive map of Cairo
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Bright lamps for sale at a market in Cairo.
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Chapter 1: Preparing for the Journey
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A panoramic view of downtown Cairo.

Planning well before you arrive in Cairo will help you avoid stress and enjoy your trip from the very first day. This chapter covers the essential information every traveler needs, from entry requirements and money matters to packing tips and practical safety advice.

Visa Requirements

Most travelers need a visa to enter Egypt. Citizens of many countries, including the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, the European Union, Australia, and New Zealand, can obtain a tourist visa on arrival at Cairo International Airport or through the official online e-visa portal before traveling. The single-entry visa is valid for 30 days, while a multiple-entry option is available for those planning onward travel or longer stays. Make sure your passport is valid for at least six months from your planned arrival date. To avoid delays at the airport, many visitors prefer applying for the e-visa online. Apply at least 7 working days in advance; standard processing takes 3–7 working days. Multiple entry visa costs $60 USD.

Currency and Money Matters 

The local currency is the Egyptian Pound (EGP), divided into 100 piastres. Banknotes come in denominations from 1 to 200 EGP. While international credit and debit cards are accepted in hotels, upscale restaurants, and some larger shops, daily expenses are often paid in cash. Street vendors, smaller markets, and taxis prefer local currency. ATMs are widely available in the city and at the airport. It is wise to withdraw or exchange smaller bills, as many businesses struggle to provide change for larger notes. Carrying both cash and a card ensures flexibility.

Health and Safety Preparations

Travel insurance covering medical care and theft is strongly recommended. Pharmacies are common in Cairo, but you should bring any prescription medications in their original packaging. Tap water is not considered safe to drink, so rely on bottled water, which is inexpensive and widely available. Pack hand sanitizer and tissues, as public restrooms may not always be fully stocked. Cairo is generally safe for travelers, but petty theft such as pickpocketing can occur in crowded areas. Keep valuables secure and avoid carrying large sums of money.

What to Pack 
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Ensure you pack comfortable, appropriate clothing for your trip.

Cairo’s climate is hot and dry for most of the year, so lightweight, breathable clothing is essential. Modesty is appreciated, especially when visiting mosques and religious sites. 

Pack long pants or skirts, shirts with sleeves, and a scarf or shawl for covering shoulders. Comfortable walking shoes are important, as many streets are uneven and historic sites require climbing stairs or walking on sand. 

A hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen will help protect against the sun. For the cooler evenings in winter, bring a light jacket or sweater. Electrical outlets are mostly Type C and Type F, with a standard voltage of 220V, so bring a universal travel adapter if needed.

Cultural Awareness 
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The Hanging Church in Old Cairo.

Radosław Botev, CC BY 3.0 PL <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/pl/deed.en>, via Wikimedia Commons https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=103195762 

Respect for local customs will make your visit smoother. Arabic is the official language, though English is widely spoken in tourist areas. Learning a few basic Arabic words will be appreciated by locals. Dress codes are more relaxed in cosmopolitan neighborhoods, but conservative clothing is still the norm in traditional districts and religious sites. Fridays are the main day of prayer, so expect some closures in the morning and more crowded mosques.

Preparing for the Experience 

Cairo is a busy, noisy, and energetic city. Traffic is dense, and crossing the street requires patience and confidence. Bargaining is common in markets and even some shops, so expect to negotiate prices. 

The pace can be overwhelming, but a sense of flexibility and openness will help you adapt quickly. Prepare for sensory overload: car horns, the call to prayer, market sounds, and strong aromas all mix to create Cairo’s unique atmosphere.
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The courtyard of al-Hakim mosque (also called al-Anwar) in Cairo.

Photo by Ahmed Salama: https://www.pexels.com/photo/historic-courtyard-of-al-hakim-mosque-in-cairo-34016632/ 
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Chapter 2: Getting There & Getting Around
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Terminal 3 at the Cairo International Airport.

Alensha, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=55732196 

Reaching Cairo is straightforward, as the city serves as one of Africa’s and the Middle East’s busiest air travel hubs. Once you arrive, you will find a variety of transportation choices, though navigating them requires some preparation. This chapter covers air travel, airport details, and the best ways to move around the city.
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Map to Cairo International Airport

Arriving in Cairo 

Most international visitors arrive at Cairo International Airport (CAI), located about 22 kilometers northeast of the city center. The airport has four terminals. Terminal 1 is used mainly for domestic and regional flights, Terminal 2 handles several international carriers, Terminal 3 is the largest, serving EgyptAir and many partner airlines, and Terminal 4 is a seasonal terminal. Free shuttle buses connect the terminals, but walking between them is not practical due to distance.

Upon arrival, you will pass through immigration, where you may purchase a visa if you have not applied online in advance. After immigration, baggage claim and customs are usually straightforward. Airport staff may approach you offering assistance; some are official, others are not, so confirm before accepting help. Currency exchange counters and ATMs are available in the arrivals area, though exchange rates in the city are often better.
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Map view of the Cairo International Airport aerodrome.

www.openstreetmap.org

Airport Transfers There are several ways to reach central Cairo from the airport:

	
Official Airport Taxis: Available outside arrivals, these are often white or yellow sedans with fixed rates posted at the stand. Negotiate or confirm the fare before getting in, as meters are rarely used. The ride to downtown takes 45–60 minutes depending on traffic. 
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