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FRANK CLIFFORD





An independent, creative force in the astrological community for a quarter of a century, Frank Clifford has built an eclectic career in astrology, palmistry and publishing:




	as the writer of a dozen books, and columnist for numerous magazines


	as a publisher of over 30 books and booklets


	as a consultant for clients and businesses


	as a researcher and compiler of birth data


	as a media astrologer/palmist profiled and interviewed on radio, TV and in print


	as an international lecturer and the Principal of The London School of Astrology





In September 2012, at the annual Astrological Association Conference, Frank became the thirteenth (and youngest) winner of The Charles Harvey Award for Exceptional Service to Astrology – a lifetime achievement honour.


An astrologer and palmist since age 16, Frank began his data collecting work with Lois Rodden, contributing to and editing Profiles of Women (1995) and Data News. When Rodden was approached to develop software to house the data collection, Frank suggested she call it ‘Astrodatabank’. His own Clifford Data Compendium first appeared as part of the Solar Fire package in 1997 (updated in 2000) and his first book, British Entertainers: the Astrological Profiles, was published that same year (expanded in 2003; new edition due 2017).


In 1996, Frank founded Flare Publications (www.flareuk.com), and since then has edited and published over two dozen astrology books. Frank’s own books include Getting to the Heart of Your Chart (2012) and Horoscope Snapshots (2014). In recent years, he has focused on shorter volumes, including Solar Arc Directions (2011) and The Midheaven: Spotlight on Success (2015).


Frank has written Sun sign columns for magazines such as Marie Claire (UK), Quick and Simple (US), Reveal (UK) and Candis (UK). His media work has ranged from the sublime to the ridiculous: from documentaries on Little Britain and Danny Boyle’s feature film Sunshine and working with the Oxford University Press and Universal Studios, to being asked by The Sun tabloid to locate a then-missing Saddam Hussein! Frank currently writes for The Mountain Astrologer and has guest edited half a dozen themed issues for the popular magazine.


Frank also has an international reputation as a palmist, with the Guardian dubbing him ‘palm reader to the stars’. His palmistry books have been published in nine languages and his first, Palmistry 4 Today (Rider/Random House, 2002; Flare expanded edition, 2010), is considered the modern textbook on the subject.


Since Frank took over the running of The London School of Astrology in 2004, he has been instrumental in bringing a younger generation to the subject. He has also lectured in a dozen countries over four continents and given close to a thousand talks, classes and seminars. He was a guest tutor on a psychology course at the London Metropolitan University and, when Frank first visited China in 2012, the Press promoted him as ‘the Dean of the Harry Potter School’! At the LSA he runs certificate and diploma classes, seminars and residential courses in astrology and palmistry. The LSA prides itself on inviting an eclectic range of some of the most accomplished astrologers from around the world to give seminars and classes. Online courses are due in 2017, as is a new textbook on interpretation and forecasting for students. For more details, visit www.londonschoolofastrology.co.uk and www.frankclifford.co.uk
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THE MIDHEAVEN: SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS
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I’ve been promising to produce a volume on the Midheaven for the longest time! I was on the point of sitting down to write it back in 2003 but then I began running The London School of Astrology, which became one of a handful of full-time jobs I’ve juggled for over ten years. The schedule shows no signs of abating, so the only way to finish this was to write a to-the-point booklet – to pack in as much as I possibly could and then leave further exploration of examples to future lectures and articles. It suits my Aries Sun and Gemini Ascendant, as well as my Virgo Moon. The reader response to the booklets already on the market has been heartening, so I hope you will enjoy this one, too. With my thanks and gratitude – Frank




 





The birth data of famous people listed in this booklet are from verified sources and full details can be found online at www.astrodatabank.com and Sy Scholfield’s www.astrodatablog.com




 





Further reading on the Midheaven (listed alphabetically by author)


Planets in Work by Jamie Binder; Power of the Midheaven by Stephanie Jean Clement; Vocation: the Astrology of Career, Creativity and Calling by Brian Clark; Using Astrology to Create a Vocational Profile by Faye Cossar; Vocational Astrology by Judith Hill; Aspects to Horoscope Angles by Vivia Jayne; Equal Houses by Beth Koch; Incarnation by Melanie Reinhart; Money: How to Find It with Astrology by Lois Rodden; Direction and Destiny in the Birthchart by Howard Sasportas; Finding Success in the Horoscope by Jackie Slevin; The Astrology of Success by Jan Spiller; Vocations by Noel Tyl; In Search of a Fulfilling Career by Joanne Wickenburg



Introducing the Midheaven [image: ]



When I first began to write, research and lecture on the Midheaven (Latin: medium coeli – pronounced cheh-lee – ‘middle of the sky’), it was either generally overlooked in most astrological literature, included in descriptions of the 10th House or dismissed as simply a ‘career’ or non-personal point. It is, of course, much more than one’s career. The Midheaven (or MC for short) describes facets of our public persona and our reputation, as well as the underlying psychological and parental issues that drive us to make our individual mark in the world. It is the area of the chart most associated with success, achievement and recognition, and is one of the four all-important angles of the horoscope – the most personal and time-sensitive points of our chart.


In this booklet, I’ll be offering further definitions of the MC as well as looking at its role as part of an axis. I’ll also offer some brief interpretations of the MC through the signs, its aspects from the planets and the various Ascendant–MC combinations (there are 38 possibilities for anyone born between the latitudes 60° North and 40° South).


If you know your birth time, you can use the graph on the next page to work out the sign of your Midheaven (or you can use a chart calculation program online). If your birth time is rounded off and/or your calculations show the MC degree to be close to the beginning or end of a sign, I hope the descriptions in this booklet will help you determine in which sign your MC actually falls.


But first, a little astronomy. Your Midheaven is the degree of the ecliptic (the apparent path of the Sun) that is due south at the moment and place of your birth (for southern hemisphere births, the MC is due north). The MC degree is exactly opposite the Imum Coeli (‘bottom of the sky’, or IC for short) – they are the same degree and minute, but in signs opposite one another.


Whereas the time it takes for the Ascendant degree to rise can vary (in the northern hemisphere, Virgo, Libra and Scorpio rise particularly slowly and Pisces, Aries and Taurus rise quickly – and these are reversed in the southern hemisphere), the Midheaven is like clockwork. It takes four minutes to move 1° through the zodiac, taking a full two hours to travel through a sign (each sign comprises 30°; 4 mins x 30 = 2 hours).


In a later section of this booklet, when writing about the Equal system of house division (where each house is 30°, starting from the Ascendant’s degree), I shall introduce the zenith (the degree of the zodiac directly above the observer) and the nadir (the degree directly underneath the observer) – both are 90° from the Ascendant–Descendant axis.



The Power Points of the Horoscope: The Four Angles [image: ]



Before we focus on the Midheaven, it is worthwhile seeing it in the context of the other horoscope angles. The angles of our chart are not celestial bodies but four important astronomical reference points at the moment of our birth. As four ‘anchors’, ‘pillars’, ‘hinges’ or ‘compass points’ (renowned astrologer William Lilly called them ‘the quarters of heaven’), they provide a framework for the horoscope and determine the twelve astrological houses, which then bring the planets ‘down to earth’ and blend the celestial of the ‘above’ with the mundane of the ‘below’. The four angles are, in fact, two axes: the Ascendant–Descendant axis and the MC–IC axis. Axes are oppositions: the sign on the Ascendant is exactly opposite that of the Descendant, and the MC opposes the IC. The nature of oppositions is to make us conscious of both inseparable and interlinked ends – and how an emphasis on one can affect the other. The Ascendant and Midheaven are usually considered the most important ‘directions’ of the four angles, and arrowheads are usually added to these lines in a chart (see below).




[image: ]





Planets ‘manifest’ most decisively and powerfully at the four angles; here the planets make their mark as recurring themes, character traits, relationship patterns and life scripts. Whether we’re practising natal (birth), electional, forecasting or horary astrology, a planet within 8–10° of an angle makes the most obvious set of statements about the person or situation. Natally, a planet on an angle shows that which is called forth for us to enact and fulfil most vividly in our lifetime. In Getting to the Heart of Your Chart (Flare, 2012), I wrote, ‘The four angles … act like a highly personal compass: they reveal our orientation to our environment; and they are also ‘receivers’, showing what we pick up from our surroundings and how we interact with the world around us. They are two-way windows on our world, representing our personal [Ascendant], relationship [Descendant], family [IC] and social landscapes [MC].’


Most systems of house division are quadrant-based: each of the four angles begins a quadrant (see diagram) and an angular house. Although I don’t use a quadrant house system, each angle could be symbolically assigned an element (and cardinal sign) that corresponds to the ‘natural’ sign order anticlockwise from the Ascendant:




[image: ] The Ascendant (ASC) begins the 1st Quadrant and the 1st House, which is linked to the Fire sign of Aries and ruler Mars.


[image: ] The Imum Coeli (IC) begins the 2nd Quadrant and the 4th House, which is linked to the Water sign of Cancer and ruler Moon.


[image: ] The Descendant (DSC) begins the 3rd Quadrant and the 7th House, which is linked to the Air sign of Libra and ruler Venus.


[image: ] The Medium Coeli (MC) begins the 4th Quadrant and the 10th House, which is linked to the Earth sign of Capricorn and ruler Saturn.
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These associations help us to define each angle and capture their differences:




[image: ] The Ascendant (Fire angle): What motivates me as I walk out my front door and face the world. How I interpret experience and engage with life. How I expect the world to appear, and how I appear (including my physicality) to it. The choices I make based upon expectations and experience. My own idea of reality and my open agenda. The route and journey/myth through life. My meet-and-greet personality. My identity badge.


[image: ] The IC (Water angle): My foundations, legacy, ancestors, heritage, roots and ‘soil’; my psychological taproot. My ‘cellar’; who I am when alone, germinating, feeling lonely or when I retreat. My deep subconscious. Hidden motivations to succeed in the outer world. The area of my life I ignore at my peril; secret fears that can unconsciously steer my direction. Any founding principles I have that anchor a sense of security (i.e. what I know belongs to me). My family coat of arms.


[image: ] The Descendant (Air angle): My own reflection/projection through my relationships with friends and lovers. What I need to receive from others (even when not aware of it). Others’ perceptions of me and interactions that challenge the notion of who I am and force me to consider how I come across to the world. What I attract and seek out in a partner. My personals ad.


[image: ] The MC (Earth angle): My aims and goals, and intentions (inner ‘vow’) to create something of substance and lasting impact for the world to see. My place of mastery and distinction. My best pathway to social recognition; me at my most conscious. What I stand for in the world. My resumé or professional ID.





As I wrote in Heart, the Ascendant–Descendant axis is like a see-saw – the challenge is the balancing act of ‘I’ and ‘you’ – negotiating, compromising, seeking equality and equilibrium. This axis is our horizon – the direction is left and right, east and west – what we see when we scan our surroundings; what grabs our attention. It is the axis of encounters – engaging with our environment, interacting with people around us, and our relationship issues.


The MC–IC axis is like a vertical pillar or tree – how we are able to grow up and out. In order to soar (MC), we must be aware of the ground below us (IC) and the steadiness of our foundation. A ‘spinal column’ or backbone, this is the axis of individuality, hierarchy, parents and self-actualization. The challenge is the balancing act of becoming our own construct in society without putting our principles and past completely in the shade. The direction of this axis is above and below, so it asks us to look up towards the (middle of the) heavens, out of ourselves and into the future, as well as to look down, deep inside and back to our roots.


As mentioned, the angles reveal the orientation of our personal compass to our environment, which may or may not immediately blend well with key horoscope placements such as the Sun and Moon and the inner planets. Perhaps all four angles are in fixed signs (suggesting a permanent environment and attachment to it) or cardinal (a dynamic environment that requires initiating and engaging in life’s central conflicts) or mutable signs (a changeable environment with shifting goalposts) – or a mix of different modes. If we have fixed signs on our angles but inner planets (from the Sun to Mars) that have an emphasis on mutable signs, the fixed environment might feel frustrating or restrictive to our mutable nature – or it might provide much-needed stability and give others the impression that we are more stable and grounded (fixed angles) than we naturally are (mutable inner planets). If we have a mutable compass, though, the environment might be one of constant process and change that suits a flexible temperament (mutable inner planets) – or it might unsteady those of us with fixed inner planets who need stability and predictability.
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The Work of the Gauquelins


From the 1950s to the 1980s, French statisticians Michel and Françoise Gauquelin found that any attempt to ‘prove’ astrology hinged on the angles. They proved that planets around the four angles determined facets of our character as well as eminence in certain professions. Using a Placidus-type system of house division, they showed that the areas around the angles were the most powerful, character-defining positions in the chart. But to the dismay of many astrologers, the findings leaned towards the cadent houses (12th, 9th, 6th and 3rd) of the horoscope rather than the anticipated neighbouring angular 1st, 4th, 7th and 10th houses – for so long considered the most important areas. At birth, a planet in any of the four Gauquelin Sectors (or G-Zones) – see the shaded areas of the diagram above – has a powerful bearing on our most fundamental, innate and compelling drives. It makes a strong, lifelong impression on us.


The Gauquelins attained results with the Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn (perhaps the Sun and Mercury’s closeness in the sky obscured any noticeable patterns for either planet), and when I was last with Françoise, many years ago, she spoke of ‘getting results’ with Uranus. Although most of the Gauquelins’ work examined the links between eminent professionals and associated planets (e.g. leading, top brass athletes had Mars in a G-Zone more often than expected and more than regular athletes), their greatest legacy to astrologers is their keyword research into the planets. They were able to compile lists of adjectives that created ‘planetary types’ (e.g. the Mars type is ‘spontaneous’, ‘fearless’, ‘combative’, ‘dynamic’, ‘energetic’ and ‘reckless’). This took their research away from ‘eminence’ (which is not particularly useful in everyday astrological consultations) to that of building a ‘nature’ for each planet – a collection of characteristics that produces resonant effects in every area of a person’s life.
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The Diurnal Cycle


The planets (unless retrograde) move anticlockwise through the zodiac. But on a daily (diurnal) cycle, the Earth’s rotation on its axis means that planets appear to move clockwise: to rise over the Ascendant and culminate at the MC, then set at the Descendant and anti-culminate at the IC (see the arrows around the diagram, right). The Ascendant–Descendant ‘horizon’ axis is the distinction between light and dark: that which is potentially visible to the observer (above the horizon, houses 12 to 7) and that which is hidden (below the horizon, houses 1 to 6).


The Sun is the great cosmic clock; its position in a horoscope will give you an immediate idea as to the time a person was born. Here’s what I wrote for The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook (Flare, 2006): ‘The Sun rises from the First Quadrant and crosses the Ascendant (sunrise), moving above the horizon into the Fourth Quadrant (morning). It passes across the MC (around noon) and into the Third Quadrant after midday (afternoon), and then heads down towards the horizon (Descendant). After crossing the horizon/Descendant (around sunset), it travels down into the Second Quadrant (evening). By midnight (Sun on the IC) it is ready to move from the Second to the First Quadrant (where it travels from the lowest part of the horoscope – early hours – up towards the horizon and a new sunrise).’ (Keep in mind of course that sunrise and sunset vary depending on the time of year and how far north or south we are. In the UK, for instance, during the summer months we have Daylight Savings Time, so clocks register GMT noon and midnight at 1 p.m. and 1 a.m. respectively.)


We can take the Sun’s path through the day and night as a good analogy of the four angles. The IC point is the eerie, midnight ‘low’ point – the crossover from one day to the next. At this point, all is dark, unconscious, quiet, internal. And then some hours later, the new ‘day’ begins at sunrise as the Sun crosses over the Ascendant and into the 12th House. It’s a birth, an emergence. It’s a spectacular, unmissable launch. (Keywords: emergence, ascension, ascendancy, magnification, burgeoning.) We then reach the glaring light of ‘high noon’ at the Midheaven (MC) – the Sun’s peak position, its glorious culmination. (Keywords: pedestal, splendour, bloom, eminence, pinnacle, apex, culmination, climax, high point.) The Sun glides down towards the Descendant and ‘dies’ as it merges with the horizon and ‘loses itself’ at sunset. (Keywords: merging, uniting, integration, bowing, curtain call, demise, disappearance, sinking, withdrawal, fade.) It then heads down towards the midnight position of the IC again, finishing the 24-hour cycle. (Keywords: retreat, conversion, changeover, transition, depth, low point.) The Sun is at its most impressive at three of the angles and significantly invisible to us at the IC. (Astrologer Melanie Reinhart quips that the IC should be known as the ‘I don’t see’ because of its hidden nature.)


Although I’ve used the Sun as an example, during the course of 24 hours each planet crosses over these important astronomical positions and follows a similar path of dark crossover (anti-culminating at the IC), emergence (rising at the ASC), culmination (peaking at the MC) and disappearance (setting at the DSC). (Due to the Earth’s rotation, every degree of the zodiac will appear on each angle at some point during 24 hours as the Earth turns on its axis and we get a 360° view of the heavens in that time.)




[image: ]








This clockwise, diurnal movement of the planets is different from the sequence of the houses, which are counted in an anticlockwise manner from the Ascendant (see diagram, above). Once the birth moment has occurred, an Ascendant (and its degree) can be calculated, and the houses then follow on from this Ascendant/rising sign. The signs of the zodiac follow this sequence, too, as do planets when they transit the natal horoscope.


There have been a number of interesting methods (from astrologers such as Dorotheus, Guido Bonatti and William Lilly to Wolfgang Döbereiner, Tad Mann and Bruno and Louise Huber) to align these angles and quadrants with stages or years of life. Although some astrologers use the anticlockwise, regular order of the houses to determine the age or stage in life, I think the clockwise, diurnal movement is equally revealing:




[image: ] At the IC, a planet is at its starting and earliest point (like a New Moon). A planet travelling up towards the Ascendant is incubating, developing; it’s in the dark, in the seeding stage. The planet hasn’t yet come to light. Symbolically this is the conception point (IC), which is followed by the gestating stage in the womb.


[image: ] At the Ascendant, a planet crosses over and emerges into the light – it is visible, active and striving (like the First Quarter Moon). As it journeys through what we know to be the 12th House and up to the MC, it is early and unaware – but we slowly witness the awareness and conscious development of this young energy. It is striving, on its way and heading towards the top. Symbolically it is the moment from birth (the Ascendant) up until the first Saturn return or perhaps the mid-30s. When it reaches its highest point of the journey, the planet is at the Midheaven (MC) – at its peak energy-wise and in full glory. It has reached maturity, like the Full Moon. 


[image: ] The planet begins to travel down towards the Descendant. Symbolically it is the period between the first and second Saturn returns (29–59). At the Descendant (like the Last Quarter Moon), it begins to disappear, actively changing gear, submerging into ‘old age’, the twilight years and the final act in life.


[image: ] The planet is now below the surface – hidden – as it heads towards the ‘bottom of the sky’, the IC. Symbolically this is the period from retirement to death. Once it has passed the IC point, a planet is ‘re-seeded’, gestates and starts its climb towards its re-emergence (birth) at the Ascendant. Like a foetus ready to emerge into the world, a planet about to rise from the 1st House into the 12th is equipped with just enough of what it needs for its launch into the light (even if it is at a vulnerable, early stage).





Ancient star-watchers considered the Descendant to be the point of death – opposite the Ascendant, the point of birth – when the Sun or planet would disappear from sight and travel below the horizon; but in our diurnal, clockwise method, the IC is the switchover, the death point, the ‘end of the matter’.


It’s not a complete stretch to combine both directions in your approach: to use the anticlockwise 1–12 Equal houses (or another house system) for the house meanings in natal and forecasting work (to show the mundane, psychological and archetypal experiences in action); and also to use the quadrants in a diurnal, clockwise manner (to describe a natal planet’s place in the cycle/ages/seasons of life). (Astrologer Glenda Cole took a different route and wrote a fascinating article looking at how the house meanings could be explained by starting from the 12th all the way around to the 1st, as the Gauquelins also suggested.)



The Midheaven (MC): What it Means in Our Horoscope [image: ]





[image: ]








Ideally, the MC should not be read in isolation – for a full understanding of its meaning, we must consider the rest of the chart. It is also a complex unto itself: we cannot look at the MC sign without looking at both ends of the axis, its planetary ruler(s), aspects from the planets and, if we choose a non-quadrant system, to look at the house in which it falls. Here’s a summary, which is followed by a guide to what the MC means.




[image: ] Our definitions of success; how we receive social recognition


[image: ] Our status, image and reputation


[image: ] Qualities we admire, elevate and emulate; our role models


[image: ] Our social shorthand; the public perception of our lifestyle


[image: ] Our game plan; where we’re heading


[image: ] Early aspirations


[image: ] Parental themes; our parental inheritance





The Formula for Success: Grabbing the Brass Ring




Success is shown in a chart by the extent to which we assume the role symbolized by the MC voluntarily and constructively – Lois Rodden, Money: How to Find It with Astrology (Data New Press, 1995)





Success is symbolized in the horoscope by the Midheaven (MC). Success is: ‘the attainment of a goal and recognition for it; a favourable outcome of something attempted; the attainment of wealth, position, honours.’ The etymology of the word lies in succedere (to come after, to ascend, to mount) and successus (an advance, a coming up; a good result), and both corroborate the MC’s astronomical position as an elevated point in the horoscope close to where planets culminate (culminatus: to top, to crown) and reach their peak.


The MC sign (as well its aspects from the planets) spotlights the sort of success that gives us personal fulfilment, as well as those aims that we define as success (be they money, stability, family, love, fame, etc). And in turn, what we would consider failure – what we’d significantly miss if we weren’t able to achieve it. Ideally the MC is a place of triumph; where we are crowned for our achievements.


When we look at our Midheaven sign – and particularly any planets conjunct the MC – it gives us an idea of the images or tableaux we have around achievement: winning an award, being CEO of a company, having a book published, becoming a millionaire, receiving standing ovations, gathering together with our loving family, making the world a better place, etc. Nowadays people associate success with money and fame, and to read some astrological texts on the subject we imagine all we’d need was the Sun in the 10th House or Jupiter on the Midheaven to be famous. But whereas the MC does speak of our type of ‘fame’ and our most notable achievements, a planet on the MC (or in the 10th House) does not guarantee any measure of success or fame – neither does a weakly or ‘badly’ aspected MC (or ruler) suggest the opposite. The more charts we read, the more we realize that there is no simple formula. People become successful or ‘famous’ (locally, nationally or globally) for as many reasons and in as many ways as there are planetary combinations and astrological indicators to describe them. The chart says far more about our motivation, talents and our approach to any field of endeavour than it does about what ‘makes’ a successful astrologer, politician, teacher or famous person.


Most of us will work without a moment of fame (or interest in it, perhaps), but it is important for us all to have some measure of acclaim for our contribution to the world around us. Ultimately, I think the keys to any sort of success are the three Ds: Discipline, Determination and Drive. In short: Courage. We all have some kind of talent and a level of energy to accomplish tasks, but without courage we can’t truly express our potential. Here’s a formula I’ve written before in my books: Talent + Energy + Courage = Success in Life.


Back to the Midheaven. Whether we’re aiming for the world stage or to make an impact on our local, social environment, this angle shows the best pathway to success and outer recognition. Unlike the Moon, which speaks of primal needs and habits formed in childhood, the MC takes time (the Saturn, Earth angle) to formulate, build and to bloom. The MC acts as a gateway, a portal to ‘out there’, beyond ourselves. Its sign and whole complex reveals the types of behaviour and image we need to cultivate in order to receive acknowledgement from others and form a successful reputation in society. The MC–IC axis also warns of the types of conduct that can get in the way of our own successes, ruin our reputation or thwart our accomplishments.


This guide to ‘best behaviour’ (as shown by the MC and its aspects) may be in conflict or in harmony with our temperament (as shown by the Moon) or our personal philosophy and core life direction (as symbolized by the Sun). And our horoscope will reveal whether other chart factors clash with or support the message of the MC complex. Lois Rodden writes in Money: ‘The extent of the contradiction between the MC and our basic nature shows the extent of distress or inability to function in a successful societal role.’ But no combination ‘denies’ success – in fact, contradictions can spur us on, or we will find that ‘hard’ discordant aspects to the MC mirror the determination and backbone we have that helps us succeed. But some combinations work together more easily and then we start to see the ‘triumvirate’ between the Moon (needs), Sun (core character) and MC (societal conduct) complementing each other. We’ll be looking at a few examples later.


Yes, S.I.R.! Status, Image, Reputation




What one has to do usually can be done – Eleanor Roosevelt





The MC is linked to our status – our social or work position, our professional standing, our station in life. These come with certain rights, obligations and responsibilities. Do we need (or command) respect? How do we appear when we’re ‘on show’? Astrologer Jackie Slevin calls the Midheaven our ‘personal marketplace’ and ‘our state of public presentation’. Being linked to Saturn, Capricorn and the 10th House, the MC speaks of our relationship with authority and hierarchy. Although planets residing in the 10th can clearly describe our authority figures and bosses, the MC has much to say about how we assume our own authority in the world, and our approach to ‘the system’.


How willing are we to fit into a societal role and handle our reputation, responsibilities and expectations (as well as those of others)? This all requires energy and striving. In some ways, we must prove our Midheaven complex to the world in order to earn our place in it and to be of genuine service.


What do we stand for? Our vision of what we want for ourselves is tested at the Midheaven. Astrologer Michael Munkasey warns, ‘If you feel you have a meaningless role in life, then the fault lies with you, not with your 10th House or astrology. Accomplishment and recognition in life are given for work done, not work promised.’ It is a sign of maturity when we discover that we must work within certain constraints, rules and laws (Saturn) and cannot have everything handed to us without question.




Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success.


If you love what you are doing, you will be successful – Albert Schweitzer




 





Success is getting what you want; happiness is wanting what you get – Dale Carnegie





Our public image can take years to build and, like the true message of the Sun in our chart, it can take a long time to truly recognize the meaning of our Midheaven. Earning our position over the years is the best way to comfortably ‘grow into’ our MC complex and master the qualities it represents. Identifying – and then feeling comfortable with – our mission and our trajectory is essential to avoid comparison and unnecessary expectation (recipes for unhappiness in our relationships with ourselves and others). But if we assume the role of the MC too soon or create a false or surface image, we may feel like an impostor, waiting to be told we don’t belong. Inevitably ‘life’ conspires to show others what we fear most: we get ‘found out’ as a fake.




The Midheaven’s sign symbolizes something that we spontaneously flow toward and grow toward as we get older (although we may exhibit some of those qualities in ‘seed form’ while we are young), but it does often require effort to attain the optimum expression of those qualities


– Stephen Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation (CRCS, 1978)





We can, as Arroyo suggests, ‘spontaneously’ gravitate towards the characteristics of our MC sign, but the key is active participation: being aware of the various levels of the sign, and cultivating behaviour that reflects our highest aspirations and the greatest parts of ourselves. The MC is the area of the chart most linked to self-actualization in the outside world. The MC shows the direction our life takes when we move into society. But as astrologer Steven Forrest (in The Inner Sky, ACS, 1988) writes: ‘Navigating the Midheaven is never easy … Before it can blossom, we must first know ourselves very well. We must have sorted out our destiny from all that “doctor, lawyer, Indian chief” programming we received while growing up. If we succeed, we are at home in the world. Our work, our status, our public identity – all reflect what is going on inside us.’


So we must embrace the qualities of our MC. A true understanding of our social identity – our personal role in public – leads to an inner sense of authority, integrity and balance; we know who we are to other people and have a good idea of our status in our community and role in the world. We can attain, accomplish and receive rewards with an open heart when we’re at home with our MC complex. Life flows. Things click. As a result of our efforts, opportunities arise that are in harmony with our true self and the life awaiting us. I am reminded of Joseph Campbell’s advice to ‘follow our bliss’.


The Public Angles: The Midheaven and Ascendant


Together, the Ascendant and Midheaven angles form discrete parts of our image and public persona, components of our distinctive identity and our contract with society. The Ascendant is our persona (designed for face-to-face interaction), while the MC is our reputation (built for self-actualization and a place in the community). Both are social roles with two-way impacts: we take steps to construct these aspects of ourselves – to make an impression on the world around us – and in turn others evaluate and form opinions based on these impressions (and their own set of motivations, expectations and viewpoints). These angles are vehicles on our journey; we use them to steer the planets in our chart. The angles are the framework but the planets are the core components of our multifaceted natures. Later, I’ll introduce the Ascendant signs possible with each Midheaven placement and write key phrases on each.


The Hero at High Noon


The MC complex tells us about the qualities we admire in others and how we attempt to emulate these qualities. Which personal characteristics impress us? Do we admire strength, risk-taking, versatility? Are we swayed by initiative, perseverance, integrity, independence? Which traits would we prefer to be seen to possess? For what would we like to be held in esteem? Would we like to be known as a carer, a free spirit, a hard worker, an original? 




The MC is something we look up to like the top of a cathedral spire or a ship’s mast. It is the peak above, an uppermost limit, and a symbol of something worth reaching for – Brian Clark, ‘Getting an Angle on the Axes of the Horoscope’, The Mountain Astrologer, June–July 2013





In the horoscope, the Sun is the image of the hero (and the hero within), but the MC is the ‘high noon’ position where the hero flourishes ‘out there’ and shines at his or her brightest. It is our appointment with destiny, a time of potency and creative splendour. The MC is a public point – a place where we announce ourselves and declare our intentions. (It is interesting to note how many weddings take place when couples have transits, progressions or directions involving their MC placements, and that inaugurations and royal coronations are traditionally timed for noon, when the Sun is on or near the Midheaven.) In Astrology for the Light Side of the Brain (ACS, 1995), Kim Rogers-Gallagher calls the MC our own ‘personal bulletin board … where you put all your accomplishments and all the things you want the world to know about you.’


The MC blends our aspirations with our inspirations: our role models – the people and things we grew up admiring, elevating and putting on a pedestal, and the people, traits and situations we respect as adults. Working out specifically what we admire about a person can take a bit of digging. For instance, if we admire the singer TINA TURNER, do we applaud her vocal talents, her dynamic energy, her sensuality, her survival story of spousal abuse, or her Buddhist beliefs – or a mix of these? Fan worship or sexual attraction aside, there will usually be a deeper thread that connects the lives and characteristics of the various people we admire. Often we esteem those whose Sun, Ascendant or MC placements connect in some way with our own (usually by sign and within a 5° conjunction). Those things above that Turner is known for can be found in the mix of her Sun in Sagittarius, Ascendant in Leo and MC in Taurus.
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How we look from a social distance … how we look to people who do not know us. What do they see? They see what we symbolize to them … as embodiments of various functions in society


– Steven Forrest, The Inner Sky (ACS, 1988)





When consulting, I usually begin a session with a new client by describing their MC sign (and planets conjunct) because this often describes how we get pigeonholed (Saturn has links to categorizing and typecasting) and how others label us before they truly know us (or based on what they hear about us from others). Discussing the MC before I address more intimate parts of the client’s chart acts as an icebreaker and can be articulated with a certain detachment. (Interestingly, it’s also often what they’re keen to show off about themselves when they book the appointment or arrive at my door.) It is much more helpful to describe a client’s Midheaven than to go straight to their Moon placement, which is often an Achilles heel and can prompt them to clam up. It’s not that the MC isn’t an intimate component of who we are, but that it’s the easiest part of ourselves to externalize – for us to see with some objectivity – and is often the most obvious thing about our reputation, or the phrases others use to introduce or describe us.


A reputation can be met with a grudging acceptance: being in the public eye means we might have to share all sorts of dirty laundry that otherwise wouldn’t go further than the gossips in the local community centre. Take a look at the horoscope of BORIS BECKER, who has Uranus and Venus either side of his Midheaven in Libra. In zodiac sequence, Uranus is first up, suggesting his overnight success on the tennis circuit as a prodigy – he won Wimbledon out of the blue (Uranus) as an unseeded 17-year-old in 1985. Later, Venus and the Libra MC came into play as he was known for his sex life (‘Bonking Boris’), his investment in a fashion line of clothing and his interracial marriage (which provoked much hostility from bigots) – plus the extramarital quickie he had in a Japanese restaurant in London, which was much publicised and produced a daughter.  
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Soundbite Summaries


The first adages I recall hearing about the MC were that it describes a destiny point, how we’d like to be remembered, what we want on our tombstone and the first line of our obituary. In short: the mark we’d like to make on our world, our legacy. The MC is both the road taken towards achievement and the actual arrival: the direction and destination.


As an astrological symbol of our reputation, the MC can act as our social shorthand – how we describe what we do in life and for work. When someone asks, ‘What do you do for a living?’, we may tell them our job title (‘systems analyst’, ‘environmental maintenance officer’), but this says more about the PC climate we live in than what we actually do. It may sound pretentious to answer ‘eternal student’ or ‘people person’, but in essence the MC complex reveals precisely those types of things.


Missions and Motivations




The career point par excellence … a mission statement for life. One’s material accomplishments and professional aspirations are represented [at the MC]. It can also indicate outer events that seem to control the life externally, from above as it were. – Judith Hill, Vocational Astrology (AFA, 2000)





I like to work with clients and students on their MC complex to form a mission statement. One of the best ways to start is by looking at the element of our MC sign. The element shows what motivates, stimulates and inspires us to be a part of society and to succeed in our endeavours; what spurs us on towards goals; our incentive.


A Fire Midheaven (Aries, Leo, Sagittarius) ignites in fields offering challenge, competition, excitement and risk. Those of us with a fiery MC seek glory, greatness and recognition of our individuality rather than money or position; we wish to enthuse others and are fuelled by passion and optimism. We are hustlers, (self-)promoters, evangelists, visionaries, inspirational teachers, life coaches and leaders.


Those of us with a Midheaven in an Earth sign (Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn) wish to find a role in the world that provides security and to engage with work that is expedient and delivers tangible results. We wish to leave the world a better place than we found it. We seek routine and a steady income and prefer to stay with the known and familiar. Gaining pleasure from a job well done, we aim to be reliable providers, dependable ‘rocks’ and productive, purposeful ‘realists’. We are the craftsmen, builders (of anything, from homes to empires), lovers and supporters of our countryside. We are sensualists and work directly with our bodies (e.g. sport, massage or gardening).


Those of us with an Air Midheaven (Gemini, Libra, Aquarius) come alive in fields offering exchange, dialogue and debate. We seek roles that provide variety, interaction and travel. We want to be seen as people who learn about the world and question life. We are interested in theory, concept, the abstract, formulas and patterns. At work, we aim to analyse, deduce and reason. We are known for our fascination with people and we make natural communicators, salespeople, persuaders and advocates.


With a Water Midheaven (Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces), we seek out areas of work and society that offer emotional bonds. We focus on human values and aim to be of service to the human condition. We focus on that which has not been verbalized and connect to that which cannot be articulated. We want to be seen as empathetic and sympathetic. Our antennae scan atmospheres for nuance and we are known for our spot-on judgements and vindicated gut instincts. We are the carers, counsellors, therapists and intuitives.


Another way to break down the signs into groups is to look at the MC’s mode, which describes our modus operandi in society, our way of negotiating conflict and how we navigate life’s key areas. Cardinal Midheavens (Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn) are those of us who seek to be seen as self-determining individuals who enjoy assuming a leadership role, initiating projects and taking on challenges. With a fixed Midheaven (Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius), we attach ourselves to principles, build on these and establish a position of power and purpose. If we have a mutable Midheaven (Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces), we favour the freedom to choose multiple paths and changeable lifestyles, which are usually linked to learning, communication, analysis and travel.


The MC can also be described as our game plan – a strategy for achieving goals and blossoming in society. As Lois Rodden reminds us in her excellent book Money, ‘A clearly defined goal which is realistically accessible within a specific time window is the most appropriate method to attain a desired outcome.’ Lois was born with Mercury opposite practical Saturn, which she rectified and placed on a Sagittarius Midheaven. Another pragmatic astrologer, Faye Cossar (Taurus MC), works with clients over a series of sessions to create a brand profile (‘a set of characteristics or keywords that we can refer to as a checklist for … designing a leaflet, writing a bio or setting up a website’). Her chapter in Using Astrology to Create a Vocational Profile (Flare, 2012) entitled ‘Expressing an Authentic Image’ shows how to blend the qualities of our Sun placement (where our heart lies) with the Ascendant (how we come across) and MC (our mission, goals and reputation) signs. This creates a profile that can help with defining mission statements and work descriptions, and with finding logos and colours for personal and professional branding. These exercises are good ways of reminding us that we need to understand who we are, what we love and what we can offer. We can then find work that genuinely reflects who we are as an individual.


If we happen to be in the public eye, the MC complex can reveal the public’s perception of our lifestyle. (Even if we don’t have a high-profile job, it’s still the impression that our social group has of us.) This is not just our image but also people’s understanding of how we navigate through life. Is this with charm (Venus/Libra), assertion (Mars/Aries) or perspicacity (Mars/Scorpio)? In Horoscope Snapshots (Flare, 2014), I wrote that actors personify characters who are vivid stereotypes and archetypes of the sign on those actors’ Midheavens (and, to a lesser extent, their Sun signs). The whole chart provides insight into the type of roles they play, but the MC is often their most instantly recognized character. Consider two actors whose most memorable roles are as James Bond. Sean Connery (Scorpio MC) played Bond as a dangerous, manly, sexual charismatic spy who treated his women with a touch of sadistic cruelty. Roger Moore (Taurus MC, plus Sun in Libra) played Bond as a smooth, debonair lover (more than a fighter) who could always be quietly and dryly amused by the antics of his opponents.


In Snapshots, I profiled actors who run the gamut of Scorpio on the MC: from Dustin Hoffman with his meticulous approach and intense portrayals, and Anthony Hopkins, most famous as the demonic cannibal in Silence of the Lambs, to Bourne and Mr Ripley star Matt Damon, Larry Hagman (the ruthless J.R. ‘trust me’ Ewing in Dallas), Val Kilmer, Robbie Coltrane (criminal psychologist Cracker), Maggie Kirkpatrick (famous as the sadistic warden in Prisoner) and 24 star Kiefer Sutherland. This list also included actresses who have shed a stereotypical Scorpio sex symbol image to play psychological or transformative roles, or taken up political causes away from the camera (Catherine Deneuve, Jane Fonda, Susan Sarandon).


MC–IC: The Parental Axis




Like the spinal column, the MC–IC supports the whole horoscope. At its base is the IC, which is rooted in the instinctual self and the familial gene pool; at the top is the MC, opening out onto the world at large. From earliest times, this was the parental axis, the mythological pair of opposites that support, foster, shape and socialize the self in the world – Brian Clark, ‘Getting an Angle on the Axes of the Horoscope’, The Mountain Astrologer, June–July 2013





As part of an axis with the IC, the MC can help us to define both where we’ve come from and where we’re heading in life. (There are other interlinked points in the chart – the Moon and Sun, and the South and North Nodes – that relate to various levels of this journey.) Earlier I used the popular analogy of a tree, with the IC as the roots and soil and the MC as the branches and foliage. Another way to look at it is to see the MC as a skylight to which we look up for inspiration and receive illumination, and the IC is the basement laden with artefacts from our past and damp with memory.


As with the South Node to the North Node and the Moon to the Sun, we are required to muster the courage to leave the safety of our IC, risk the fears described by its sign placement (and planets nearby), and invest energy in making an impact on the world around us in the way described by our MC sign (and any planets conjunct it). Very often, with the MC–IC axis, we want what we know (IC) until we know what we want (MC). But we can’t know where we’re going (MC) unless we know where we’ve been (IC). The MC is a call to leave the comfort zone and ‘family name’ of the IC and branch out on our own; to dare to carve our own name and reputation. The MC is the route ‘up’ – from our inner, private world (IC) – and out into the world.


But it is important not to abandon the IC entirely – not to leave our past in the shade and forget where we came from, what influenced us and what fuels us deep inside. With any axis in the chart, it’s easy for us to stay at one end (angle) at the expense of the other. It’s often the IC that gets neglected, and when that happens it can truly get in the way of our MC’s progress and our feeling of accomplishment. The IC is both the womb and the tomb – a place where we can stay and feel fed and nurtured or restricted and entrapped. In order to make the best of this axis, we need to heed the words of George Santayana: ‘Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.’


The IC is the subconscious motivation to achieve in the outside world. It’s important to identify the root causes (IC) of certain desires and shine a light onto our IC complex. For instance, a motivation to take centre stage and grab the attention (Leo on the IC), if gone unrecognized, can ‘spoil’ the fruits of working successfully for our community (Aquarius on the MC).


Sometimes a planet on the IC acts as an anchor, supporting its message by providing a sturdy foundation. A planet can feed the soil represented by the IC and help us to develop strong roots (IC), which in turn produce strong branches through the MC. But a planet on the IC can also act as a millstone or shackle when it becomes the excuse for us not flourishing or making courageous decisions in life (e.g. ‘My parents held me back’ – Saturn on the IC). Ultimately, it is truly our choice whether the IC sustains us or keeps us from branching out and blossoming. As my astrologer friend Jane de Rome says, ‘We must feed the roots to taste the fruits.’
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The IC complex shows areas of life that we ignore at our peril. These will present us with secret fears that unconsciously steer us. ‘What lies beneath’ has the power to control where we’re going and to block those alternative paths that facilitate growth. It’s the most hidden part of the chart and we must shine a light on it, explore its depths and see the part it plays in the development of our public role. For instance, in the chart of grocer’s daughter turned UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, Virgo is on the MC and Pisces on the IC. Engaging in work, getting a trade, earning a living, being self-sufficient and doing something productive and useful (Virgo MC) all played key roles in her policies, but she ignored (or had little patience for) the disenfranchised, unemployed and those unable to work (Pisces on the IC). So much of her legacy rests upon the Virgo–Pisces polarity and the vast disparity between the wealth made in the workplace by the few (upwardly-mobile entrepreneurs) and the poverty inflicted on the working class, whose unions and national services were decimated during the Thatcher years. In contrast, the privileged royal PRINCE CHARLES appears to have mined his Venus–Neptune on the IC in Libra, spending much time building bridges (Libra) with the disenfranchised, unemployed, orphaned, disabled and elderly (all forgotten IC ‘types’ shown in his chart) through his humanitarian and charitable work (Neptune). With his Prince’s Trust charity, he continues to help young people and the ‘disadvantaged’ (those who have been in care, in trouble with the law or unemployed long-term) to train themselves and develop their businesses (to become Aries MC-type entrepreneurs) and value (Venus) their talents and services. His work has centred around Venus–Neptune in Libra themes: the arts, architecture and conservation/restoration, organic farming, alternative medicine, inner-city renewal and climate change. He has acquired a reputation as a leader in these areas (Aries MC) and even his Trust’s royal logo resembles three rams’ heads. (Venus–Neptune on the IC also speaks of the private torment, longing and sacrifice that characterized Charles’s inner life and his relationships with both wives.)


MC–IC: Childhood Dreams and Parental Inheritances




Success … is the distance between one’s origins and one’s final achievement – Michael Korda





‘When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?’ That’s the question my astrologer pal Sue Dibnah asks when she’s looking at a client’s Midheaven complex. Often the MC describes early aspirations, and these have strong links to parental influences. Sometimes there is a role in mind (‘firefighter’) or it can be more general (‘I want to help sick people’). The MC reveals ambitions we latch on to when we see others doing an interesting job, as well as what was consciously or unconsciously expressed by our parents (it’s very useful to consider the Sun and Moon here, too).


The IC is the inheritance point – the root and foundation of any journey we make out into the world. In Snapshots, I wrote that the MC–IC axis speaks of messages that we received from parents (or parental figures) that create personal, deep-rooted principles (IC) as well as social ethics and work philosophies that shape our place in the world (MC). As we grow, what is inherited and instilled at the IC is called upon to be manifested through the social- and work-based lenses of the MC.


Our first image of success (MC) comes from our parents: how they compared to other children’s parents ‘out there’ in the world; how well our parents’ aspirations blossomed. Whether or not their tree was ‘in full bloom’, the seeds of our parents’ experiences were planted at our IC, and these nurture, cultivate, shackle or delay the development of the foliage and fruit that appear at our MC. (Not only can the MC show where our parents were in their own lives, the actual degree can speak of how far along they were in their own marriage by the time we were born.)


The Sun (father figure) and Moon (mother figure) in our horoscopes reveal the key images, impressions, facts and descriptions of our chief caretakers, but the MC–IC axis will describe the messages we received from our parents that relate to our own heritage and role in society. What were our parents’ ideas of success? Were there heavy expectations of us, perhaps to carry on in their footsteps (Saturn aspecting the MC)? Was there an emphasis on exploration and travel (Jupiter–MC)? Was it important that we survive on our wits (Mercury–MC)? Was there pressure to be a golden child and fulfil our parents’ own unexpressed talents and ambitions (Sun–MC)?


Whereas the Ascendant often describes the interpersonal skills we’re taught as children in order to successfully interact with those around us (Gemini rising: ‘Ask questions and find out’; Libra rising: ‘Have good manners and you’ll be liked’; Leo rising: ‘Go out there and shine’), the MC reveals the traits that our parents thought were important in order for us to integrate into society and survive and thrive on our own in the outside world. Both angles express the messages we carry through life. I recall my Gemini father telling me to ‘read, read, read everything you can get your hands on’ (I have Gemini rising); I was also born partially deaf and my mother used to say, ‘If you can’t hear them, ask them to speak up’ (Gemini). I remember leaving home for university and my father saying I should see my trip as ‘an amazing adventure’ (Jupiter–MC) – it was something he never had the chance or support to do. Beliefs (Jupiter) were important to him (interestingly, he was an atheist) but the main principle he instilled in me was that I should have a social conscience and consider others – not to think of ‘what’s in it for me?’ but to contribute, to make a difference, and to leave the world a better place than I found it. It’s not surprising then that I was born with Mars and Jupiter in Aquarius and near my Aquarius MC. This describes many facets of my own life and upbringing but also reveals my father’s lifelong mission as a well known personal injury solicitor who fought for the rights (Mars) of working class people (Aquarius) who’d had accidents (Mars) at work or on the road. Growing up, I was aware of his reputation as a fighter (he had Mars on the MC, too) whose nickname was ‘Ruthless Red Frank’ (he was also known for his strong Marxist and Socialist beliefs). As a union representative, he had originally fought employers for better working conditions and later, as a solicitor, took on insurance companies to get his injured clients huge financial compensation (in Equal houses, the Mars–Jupiter–MC conjunction falls in the 8th House of ‘other people’s money’). When Jupiter crossed my MC by Solar Arc Direction (SA) at nine years old, my dad made the papers and television news by winning the first ever million-pound personal injury settlement in the UK. This pinnacle of his career was seen in my chart by SA and made me aware of what is truly possible. (At the same time, I had just started my secondary education early and went to a school that taught eastern religions, Sanskrit and meditation – it began to open up my eyes to a very different world view: very apt for SA Jupiter directed to the MC in Aquarius, too.)
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MC–IC: Crosses to Bear




I am not what has happened to me. I am what I choose to become – Carl Jung





If we identify too closely with the parental messages shown in the MC–IC axis, or if our parents expressed (or subconsciously expressed) needs that overrode our own, this axis can signify the parental cross we bear. It can reveal our attempts to fulfil our parents’ ambitions and desires (particularly if a planet is conjunct one end of the axis) rather than our own. The MC–IC axis can show our awareness of their expectations: from the traits and philosophies they valued and what they considered important for success … to what they asked of us (and what the world asks of us now).


An ongoing debate in some astrological circles surrounds which parent ‘belongs’ to the 4th house/IC and which to the 10th/MC. Is the father the 4th because of his seed and how his surname is continued in the family line? Does it depend on who ‘wore the trousers (pants)’ in the relationship or who was the ‘shaping’ rather than ‘hidden’ parent? On her Skywriter blog, Donna Cunningham notes, ‘The Midheaven represents the authority function of the parents and the [IC] represents the nurturing function.’ I’ve written on this debate in Horoscope Snapshots, but would like to reiterate here that in natal astrology the influence of the parents can be seen all over our horoscope, impacting our attitudes to money, marriage, sex, work and so on. But the four angles reveal how our parents’ social skills and relationship dynamics most influence us.


The MC and IC, the 10th and 4th Houses and the Zenith and Nadir


This is an appropriate place to discuss the differences between the Midheaven, the 10th House and the zenith. Firstly, the MC (and IC) is an angle found at one degree in our chart, while the 10th (and 4th) House is an area of experience spanning a number of degrees in the horoscope. In most house systems, the MC degree begins the 10th House and the IC degree begins the 4th House (in fact, each of the four angles is the ‘cusp’ of an angular house). In older systems of house division such as Equal and Whole Sign, the MC–IC axis can ‘float’ anywhere across the 8th–2nd Houses to the 11th–5th Houses. In extreme latitudes, the axis can appear in the 12th–6th Houses.


The zenith is a point at 90° above (square to) the horizon/Ascendant–Descendant axis, and is directly opposite the nadir (see the middle chart below). It is the cusp of the 10th House by Equal division, and can be in a different sign to the MC (just as the nadir can differ from the IC sign). The Equal 10th and 4th House cusps (the zenith and nadir) are exactly overhead (10th) or directly below (4th) the observer/birth place. Occasionally the MC and zenith (and the IC and nadir) share the same degree (at birth locations around the equator or when a late degree of Pisces/early Aries or Virgo/early Libra is on the Ascendant), but they are not the same astronomical point.


The Equal house system (EQHS) takes the exact degree and minute of the Ascendant and repeats them with each successive sign on the houses that follow (i.e. if the cusp of the Ascendant/1st House is 24°06’ Gemini, the 2nd House begins at 24°06’ Cancer, the 3rd at 24°06’ Leo). Using Equal houses (where each house cusp is in exact aspect to the all-important 1st House starting position) would link every consequent house directly to the viewpoints, attitudes and ‘reality’ as seen through the personal lens of the 1st House (‘my’ appearance, ‘my’ approach, ‘my’ expectations). There is a subjective, personalized (Ascendant-orientated) quality to all the houses that follow (2nd House: ‘my’ money, possessions and values; 3rd House: ‘my’ local environment, ‘my’ siblings, ‘my’ school, and so on). It reveals our basic attitudes to all these areas of life and how we put our resources to work for us. Lois Rodden, after many years of using other house systems, concluded, ‘The mundane patterns of the life stand out more graphically with EQHS.’ I use EQHS but, for convenience, most charts in this booklet have been calculated with Placidus cusps (a quadrant house system).


When using Equal (or Whole Sign) houses, the MC and IC, rather than being fixed house-starting anchors for the 10th and 4th houses (respectively), will ‘float’ across a pair of houses. I wouldn’t consider the house placements of the ‘floating’ MC and IC to be particularly important but they can add some weight to other factors in the horoscope. If the axis falls across the 8th and 2nd Houses, it could describe issues of family money and inheritances that shape the life direction; alternatively, it could suggest investment in research and exploration. Across the 9th and 3rd, there’s a parental focus on education, ethics, foreign cultures or a need for us to create our own philosophy. Across the 11th and 5th the need is to find our community or create social or political frameworks. If the axis falls across the 10th and 4th, we may seek to build traditional family and work structures in our lives.
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In her fascinating book, Equal Houses (AFA, 1991), Beth Koch writes that the MC ‘rather than representing a house cusp, should be viewed as a distinct reference point in a chart, related to the direction in which you are pulled to fulfil your individual sense of self. It symbolizes more of a pivotal quality of your temperament, nature and sense of ego than the dimension of experience represented by the 10th Equal house.’ She continues that the Midheaven ‘represents your way of actualizing who you are and what you seek to achieve within the framework of society … It is symbolically your culminating degree of personality and potential. It has a great deal to say about how you feel successful, secure and personally affirmed in your activities.’


Regardless of whether the MC–IC axis begins the 10th and 4th Houses, it still remains extremely important in our chart and our life. But the MC and IC (the signs on the cusps and planets in aspect) are psychological orientations we gravitate towards, attitude constructs and deeply felt drives pertaining to our place in our family and the world. They are not houses, which are realms, areas or environments of mundane experience. The Midheaven describes our psychological motivations and purpose for having a social or professional role, while the 10th House itself (the sign on the cusp and any planets posited) can describe our employer and our mundane, working life (what we actually ‘do’ for a living). The IC reveals our psychological roots, family origins and internal motivations, while the 4th House itself (the sign on the cusp and any planets posited) describes our actual home, land and other ‘fixed’ property.


A transit, progression or direction to the Equal 10th House cusp degree (or a planet in the 10th House) brings up important work developments, while the same to the MC will coincide with something more meaningful about our life direction, reputation or quest for deeper fulfilment. A planet transiting, progressing or directing over the Equal 4th House cusp (or aspecting a planet while in the 4th) might indicate a change to the actual home or property, while a planet transiting the IC will have greater, more personal and internal significance concerning where we’ve come from, our psychological roots, lineage and family legacy. To an outside observer, it may manifest as a similar event, but the impact and its translation by the person affected is ‘deeper’ and more meaningful when the IC is involved.
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Consider the Solar Arc Directions (SA) for MADONNA at two important times in her early adult life. In the first (1977–8), SA Mars moved over her MC. In the second (spring/summer 1982), Mars had reached the degree of the 10th House cusp and entered the 10th House. The first period coincided with Madonna leaving her home and family in Michigan and travelling to New York City to be a dancer (she also waited tables and worked as a nude model). It was a strike for independence (Mars–MC), to make a name for herself (MC) away from family (IC). She expressed the Mars theme when she said, ‘It was the first time I’d ever taken a plane, the first time I’d ever gotten a taxi cab. I came here with $35 in my pocket. It was the bravest thing I’d ever done.’ The second event coincided with her signing a record deal with Sire Records. It was the beginning of her ambitious, self-propelled, risky and sexually provocative entertainment career (note natal Mars in Taurus square Uranus in Leo) in its many facets (Mars crossing over her 10th House cusp in Gemini).


Lois Rodden taught me that when the MC progresses or Solar Arc directs to the Equal 10th House cusp (or vice versa), this will often be a time in which the life path is revealed or developments occur that change our job or place in the world; it could be a time of significance when a door opens (even momentarily). Lois called it ‘a year of career or life decisions’. If the MC and Equal 10th House cusp degrees are close together, they will progress/direct at a very early age. We were too young to be working, but we were probably aware of a key change in the family structure or later heard that an important choice was made by a parent at that time. In Madonna’s case, it coincided with a life-defining moment: her mother died when she was five.


The Sun and MC: Accomplishing Our Personal Purpose in the Professional World




The meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away


– Pablo Picasso (Mercury in Scorpio opposite Jupiter in Taurus in the 10th)





The Midheaven is often seen as a vocational point in the horoscope (perhaps because ‘vocation’, ‘job’ and ‘career’ are sometimes used interchangeably), but it’s the Sun’s message that is linked to the deeper meanings of the concept. In Horoscope Snapshots, I wrote a chapter entitled ‘The Sun, Moon and Midheaven in Vocation’. I should like to share some of it with you here, and add that I am indebted to the work of Liz Greene and Brian Clark in this area of astrology. In the chapter, I wrote:




A vocation is something that gives our life meaning and significance; it occupies a place in us of creativity and fertility. It is something we feel compelled and ‘called’ to do (from vocare, to call and vocationem, spiritual calling). The vocation is a fundamental area of our life to which we are dedicated. It may have little to do with our basic job or how we earn a living. Our vocation lies within us; it is at the core of our reason for being/living. It is understandable then that some astrologers, including me, link vocation to the astrological Sun rather than a house or horoscope angle … Its link to the Sun in our horoscope suggests that our calling is something ‘deep down inside ourselves’ striving to appear, to make a significant personal statement and to stamp an individual mark (the Sun) in some way onto the world around us … The vocation isn’t a clear job definition. It is what lies at the heart of the matter, the purpose behind the activity. Writing or composing is not a vocation per se. The vocation is the life force and energy behind the composition: the motivation that prompts a desire to write and communicate one’s message. Astrology isn’t a vocation either; it’s a vehicle – a language, method, tool – to help us fulfil our calling. Each astrologer becomes a specific type of practitioner and for very different, individual reasons (as seen in their natal horoscope).





Unless our work is meaningful to us and an expression of who we are, none of us lies on our deathbed wishing we’d spent more time at the office! When our work becomes an extension of ourselves, our core beliefs and world view, we live with more authenticity and have the chance to experience life and work fully and vibrantly on a daily basis. (As the song goes, we live our days instead of counting our years.) Then, our work rarely feels like ‘work’, pressure is a privilege and commitment is an honour.


In a section entitled ‘Directing the Sun through the Lens of the Midheaven’, I explained how the MC can act as a master of ceremonies, bringing together many aspects of the chart and channelling them ‘out there’ into society or a public, social or work arena. It plays an important role in the fulfilment of one’s life purpose (Sun) as it helps us to express our personal journey and philosophies (the Sun) – our essential life direction – in the wider world.




Working the message of the Sun (the inner light) through the filter/lens of the MC (the external prism) is a way of fulfilling our destination/destiny/role in a social or public context. It is not necessarily about achieving acclaim or public renown – or even earning a living in the area of our vocation. It is about finding a way to project our solar philosophies, purpose and creative desires through the lens of the MC in order to make a meaningful, personal contribution (the Sun) for the greater good of the world around us (the MC). It’s about ‘putting our vocation’ out there and inspiring, helping, awakening, supporting and educating others. The MC complex is the signpost to how we can do this successfully and have others recognize our contribution.


Consider the Sun like a ‘beam of light’ (the colour of this light is described by the sign placement, the source by the element of its sign, and its atmospheric interaction from planetary aspects). Imagine it when projected through the prism of a particular MC – when it’s refracted into society. The MC is the most ideal way of actualizing the chart’s potential (as shown by the Sun in particular) in order to ‘become ourselves’ in society – it shows how we can bear fruit socially and professionally. How we manifest in society what we feel summoned to do is shown by how well we are able to integrate the MC complex (its sign and aspects) with the Sun complex. Are these points immediately compatible? Is their conversation fluent, the message easily accessed and understood? Do these two complexes require more effort and awareness to make manifest one’s essential ‘heart’ (the Sun) and receive some sort of recognition and validation? For instance, it might be ‘easy’ for someone with the Sun in Aries to shine this through an MC in the fellow Fire sign of Leo, but how can someone with the Sun in Cancer shine through an MC in Aquarius? Still, any combination of signs, no matter how disparate, is capable of producing something remarkable and individual!





As mentioned earlier, part of the challenge of the MC–IC axis is to direct a spotlight on both angles, recognizing the ‘programming’ we’ve received from family and other early influences, seeing which parts belong to them and which are our own, and then making conscious decisions to put aside the areas that don’t represent who we are or what we wish to be. We need to find the nugget of gold that is our vocation – the Sun – polish it and use our MC to find an outlet for it.




Life is pure flame, and we live by an invisible sun within us – Sir Thomas Browne






Steps to Delineating the Midheaven [image: ]



Using the horoscope of singer–actress IRENE CARA (on the right, with only MC-related aspects drawn in), let’s look at the stages in interpreting the MC complex. Consider:




[image: ]










	The sign on the MC cusp. Pisces. This will describe the general characteristics of the MC – and the many points discussed earlier. Take into account the opposite sign – on the IC – and the major themes of the polarity. Also consider the sign’s element (motivation) and mode (style, approach).


	The ruler of the MC’s sign and its placement. Jupiter in Sagittarius in the 6th. This will reveal specific information about our MC. Look at its condition. Does it stand out? Is it heavily aspected? Is it in a sign that naturally ‘speaks’ to the MC’s sign? The MC ruler is the prime energy – the tool – we have at our disposal to best approach and work with the Midheaven. The ruler’s sign reveals the style, attitude and colour with which that energy will be expressed, and the ruler’s house (the where) links the affairs of that house to the MC. If there’s a modern, outer planet ruler (for MCs in Scorpio, Aquarius and Pisces only), consider how the generational ‘seed’ works in our chart; how we are inspired by the zeitgeist, how we are swept up, work with or even impact the larger issues and headlines of our era. Neptune in Scorpio in the 5th. When the ruler is natally retrograde, there can be a pause in our lives during which the goals of our MC are put on hold; we will be given a second chance later to explore these goals on more fertile ground and watch them blossom.


	Any planets conjunct the MC–IC axis (within 8°–10°). Chiron conjunct MC; Pluto conjunct IC (i.e. opposite the MC). These dominate the axis and its message in our lives. They are more important than the signs on our MC–IC axis.


	
Other planetary aspects to the MC. Moon trine MC; Jupiter square MC; Saturn sextile MC; Neptune trine MC. Planets will usually aspect both ends of the axis, e.g. Saturn square MC and IC, but as we assign different orbs to aspects it won’t always happen. For instance, in this case, the Moon is within its orb (8°00’) of a trine to the MC but it is just out of orb (beyond 4°00’) of sextiling the IC.


	
Repetitive themes. Is the ruler of the MC in aspect to the MC? Jupiter squares the MC; Neptune trines the MC. This strengthens, supports and quickens the message and journey of the MC (although the square can warn of challenges to the reputation). Or perhaps the MC has two rulers and they’re in aspect to each other. Another way of underscoring the MC’s theme is when the MC ruler is in its own sign or house, e.g. having a Virgo MC with ruler Mercury in the 6th House (a house linked to Virgo) or in the other Mercury sign of Gemini. Another example would be Libra on the MC with ruler Venus in the Venusian 2nd or 7th House or in the sign of Libra or Taurus. In our chart example, the MC is in Pisces and the ruler is Jupiter in the Jupiterian sign of Sagittarius.



	
Influential contacts. This occurs when the MC ruler links to an important part of the horoscope, for instance when the MC ruler conjuncts the Ascendant (Chart) ruler. This is an aspect to pay close attention to in the horoscope because it involves planets that rule two important angles. In this example, we have greater control over our reputation (MC) and identify (Ascendant) strongly with it. We might be the face on the product we sell. Another example of ‘being at home with our reputation’ is when the MC is in the same sign as the Sun or Moon, the Chart Ruler or the Sun sign ruler (particularly when the planet makes a conjunction to the MC). In our chart example opposite, the Sun and MC are both in Pisces. Another point to consider: when the ruler of the MC is in aspect to a planet in the 10th House. Here, the reputation and public image are strongly linked to our choice of job (sometimes we ‘are’ our work) and the manifestation of success through professional endeavours can be easier.


	
Decans. The first 10° of a sign is a ‘pure’ manifestation of the sign; the middle 10° is co-ruled by the sign that follows in our MC’s element’s group (in zodiac order); the final 10° is co-ruled by the final sign of the same elemental group as our MC. Here’s a quick guide:















	MC sign

	0°00’ to 9°59’

	10°00’ to 19°59’

	20°00’ to 29°59’










	Aries

	Aries

	Leo

	Sagittarius






	Taurus

	Taurus

	Virgo

	Capricorn






	Gemini

	Gemini

	Libra

	Aquarius






	Cancer

	Cancer

	Scorpio

	Pisces






	Leo

	Leo

	Sagittarius

	Aries






	Virgo

	Virgo

	Capricorn

	Taurus






	Libra

	Libra

	Aquarius

	Gemini






	Scorpio

	Scorpio

	Pisces

	Cancer






	Sagittarius

	Sagittarius

	Aries

	Leo






	Capricorn

	Capricorn

	Taurus

	Virgo






	Aquarius

	Aquarius

	Gemini

	Libra






	Pisces

	Pisces

	Cancer

	Scorpio















What this means in practice is that an MC at 20’07° Pisces, for instance, will be tinged with a Scorpionic flavour. It will still be Pisces in most ways but the reputation, public image, etc, will have a more intense, driven ‘feel’ to it (Scorpio) than we would usually expect of Pisces. A Capricorn MC between 20°00’ and 29°59’ suggests a reputation for research, precision and detail because Virgo co-rules that decan with Capricorn.  


   These decans can be applied to any planet or point, and I would suggest looking at the decans of the inner planets (the Sun to Mars) and Ascendant and MC signs. If necessary, we can use our knowledge of the signs to fine-tune the birth time and adjust the degrees on our MC to a different decan. Sometimes there’s a repetition that feels fitting: my own Ascendant is in the Aquarius decan of Gemini (20°00’–29°59’ Gemini), while my MC is in the Gemini decan of Aquarius (10°00’–19°59’ Aquarius). Ancient astrologers sorted the decans by planetary rulership, but I think categorizing by element is just as simple and more effective.




8. Combining the signs on the Ascendant and Midheaven. Representing both parts of our public persona, this combination shows how our agenda and expectations (the Ascendant) work together to form our image and reputation (MC). These are mission statements and personal mottos that we employ to get on and move up in the world. (It is also interesting to note how couples who work together have strong inter-aspects between their planets and each other’s angles.) This combination of signs reveals our ‘look’ – how we dress up (literally) and present ourselves (from hair to make-up to clothes; colours, styles and textures). If we have an Aquarius Ascendant with Sagittarius on the MC, we might appear as an independent spirit focused on freedom and the future. We could look ‘hippie’ and alternative (Sagittarius) or rather superior and aloof (Aquarius), depending on which of the two signs dominates. But an Aquarius Ascendant with a Scorpio MC will appear darker, for this is where the sign of sociology and anthropology meets the sign of politics and psychology! When Sagittarius rises, the mix with Libra on the MC suggests a more glamorous, socially conscious appearance than the sensible, no-frills, studious image of a Virgo MC. I remember a class I taught with four Scorpio Ascendants: two students had Leo on the MC, two had Virgo. The two with Leo had big or blonde hair and came across as dignified, image-conscious and ‘showier’. Their questions in class were usually about themselves. The Virgo MCs looked ‘smaller’, discreet, more analytical and went for darker colours in dress and hairstyle. They would take copious notes in class and their questions were penetrating, psychologically driven and insightful.


More on Aspects


Aspects reveal a dialogue between a planet and the MC. The specific aspect to the MC shows the type of dialogue: conjunctions (potent issues and themes that manifest most strongly in our MC complex), squares (concrete life challenges that spur us on to achieve or conversely block progress until we master them) and oppositions (i.e. planets on the IC: anchors or millstones in our journey towards the MC, and areas that require balance or integration). These three aspects are of primary importance, but close trines (under 3°) will show up in our lives, too. Don’t ignore trines to the MC! They are lucky, ‘right place, right time’, easy, flowing ‘gifts’ – abilities that can be elevated easily. With a trine, the MC ‘tunes in’ and receives the message of that planet clearly and quickly – and we have an early awareness that the planet works well for us. Trines to the MC indicate early success or recognition when young, or opportunities that appear regularly to open doors for us. Trines help promote our talents and agenda to the outside world. They also act as our get-out-of-jail cards, or were the silver spoons placed in our mouths not long after birth.


I agree with astrologer Faye Cossar that aspects to the angles differ from aspects between planets. The former show our connection with the environment while the latter are dynamic energies between planetary bodies. Faye says that aspects between planets form an individual ‘crystal’ shape. The exact time and place we’re born determines how this crystal gets locked into the cross of matter (the four angles) and results in a particular orientation to our surroundings. Astrologer Jackie Slevin, in Finding Success in the Horoscope, has a simple approach to reading the MC for success: identify, interpret and run with the planet that makes the closest Ptolemaic aspect (conjunction, sextile, square, trine, opposition) to the MC. She believes that it determines ‘the path of least resistance to achievement’.


You may wish to include an angle as one ‘leg’ of an aspect pattern such as a T-square or Grand Trine, but aspects to the angles reveal more about how we can get messages ‘out there’ (like a public broadcasting station, as Lois Rodden once wrote) than they do a pattern in our psyche that forms an ongoing life script.


In reality, and when researching chart patterns or working with clients, I would suggest wide orbs for conjunctions – up to 10° – and 6°–8° for squares, but smaller orbs for everything else. Give the trine 3°–5° maximum, and only a 2° orb for every other aspect you wish to use. Keep in mind that the MC–IC axis moves one degree every four minutes and aspects to the MC–IC change quickly, so it’s best not to rely heavily on aspects in charts calculated using uncertain or suspiciously rounded-off birth times.



The Signs and the Midheaven [image: ]



Here’s a concise guide to the main themes of each of the signs on the MC. Remember that the Midheaven reveals our:




[image: ] Definitions of success and our mission


[image: ] Image and reputation


[image: ] Role models and traits we admire


[image: ] Journey from our parents and past (IC) to our path and profession (MC)


[image: ] Rocky road to failure: fears, shackles and neglected needs


[image: ] Highway to self-actualization: habits for success





I’ve also offered some ideas on the various Midheaven and Ascendant (rising) sign combinations, which form our public persona. Taking most habitable locations on Earth into consideration (except extreme latitudes), there are 38 possible combinations (rare ones are marked with *). Always look to the ruler of the MC, for that planet will reveal precisely how best we can carry out the promise of our MC’s sign.



[image: ] Aries on the Midheaven


We succeed when we take up exciting, short-term challenges; when we become the sprinters who set the pace for the herd to follow; when we lead, pioneer, act upon life decisively and explore uncharted waters. With an Aries MC, we need a battle to win and we’re often drawn to competitive, pressure-filled performance endeavours such as sports or politics where the goal is to be the first past the post. We need to be recognized as number one and crowned champion. With an Aries MC, we should strike out on our own because we’re not a team player – others are procrastinators who slow us down! When we do our own thing, we chalk up ‘firsts’ in our profession (e.g. the first woman to be company president; the youngest to make supervisor) and are often the breadwinners in our personal relationships, too. We admire independence and those who have the courage to stand up for what they believe in, even if they end up standing alone. Richard Branson learned independence at age five when his mother dropped him off in a field and challenged him to find his own way home! He summarized his Aries MC philosophy in his book Screw It, Let’s Do It. For some of us, the image we aspire towards is that of the boyish action man, a soldier of life and fortune – the hero who slays his own dragons and rescues the underdog. (If this is sounding very macho, Aries is a chauvinistic sign regardless of gender.) We may also be known for our sexual exploits and innuendo (the men among us will have a laddish fascination with women, sports and cars – crudely: boobs, balls and BMWs). I once had a client who was born on the same day as I was, but whose four angles differed. I wondered how he would appear with an Aries MC. He raced down my road in a convertible, pulled up, jumped over the car door, put his shades on and walked confidently to my door. I thought, ‘That’s how Aries on the MC does it!’


When others think of our life, they imagine us: travelling at a fast pace; having a sense of adventure; being assertive; racing against the clock. We secretly fear: not being liked; not having a harmonious home life; ending up alone. Our early life: many of us come from a background of unexpressed conflict with an emphasis on keeping the peace; where there was little impetus to change the status quo. This is to direct us to steer the helm of our own ship and to know that if we want something changed, we must be the ones to take action. We fail when: we give way to passivity, indecision, laziness or co-dependency; we’re afraid to fight for our principles; we stay in someone else’s shadow or play a supporting role in our own life. We succeed when: we dare to assert ourselves, stay self-sufficient and run our own life without apology; we move away from people-pleasing and appeasing to putting ourselves first; we pave the way for ourselves (and others) by being self-determining and settling for nothing but excellence.


Possible Ascendants: Gemini* (a focus on youth; a low boredom threshold; a pushy communicator); Cancer (an instinct for leadership; great tenacity; fighting for family and security); Leo (a flair for dramatic self-expression; magnetism and egotism; a desire to tell our story).



[image: ] Taurus on the Midheaven


For us, success is building something tangible, worthwhile and guaranteed to stand the test of time. We employ hard graft, patience and perseverance to attain our goals. Slow but steady and persistent, we remind others of the fabled tortoise that triumphed over the hare. We create good fortune when we have a purpose and when we stick to our plans and maintain our value system. We succeed when we are strongly attached to principles that define who we are, and at times must take a stance against those wishing to impose their will on us or those who attempt to control us emotionally or financially. When we stand firm and refuse to be intimidated, and when we have a clear sense of what’s right and wrong, we gain power and control over our journey. Along the way, we endeavour to be a ‘rock’ and act as an anchor for other people. We’re in it for the long term and want loved ones and colleagues to know that we won’t bail out when the going gets tough. We have remarkable staying power, resisting the early temptation to jump ship for tempting shores, and most of us manage to carry a workload that would cripple others. Although we must always stay aware of our financial realities, we should avoid becoming too fixated with the material world or allowing others to have control over our financial security. We can find joy and therapy in music, art, beauty and nature. Music in particular can be a saviour and often it becomes a career choice or pastime. We may also be known for our sensuality, our down-to-earth humour and renovation and craftsmanship skills.


When others think of our life, they imagine us: indulging in creature comforts (from the basics to the finer things); working with our bodies; cooking, massaging or sculpting; applying dogged determination even to everyday tasks. We secretly fear: the unpredictable; emotional chaos; losing financial control; our secrets being shared. Our early life: still waters run deep and early survival issues may have left us feeling polluted, so we compensate by cultivating a professional life that is profitable, steady and secure – one that helps us to weather any personal storms brewing. We fail when: we betray our roots; we become riveted to – or bury – past emotional traumas; we resist the inevitable tides of change; we give in to laziness or over-indulgence; we focus only on ‘getting our money’s worth’. We succeed when: we become self-sufficient, industrious and purposeful; we reject the rat race and ‘go natural’; we put our own survival first; we amass something of material value and permanence such as property.


Possible Ascendants: Cancer (issues around money, security, ownership and our body; building a safe nest; the loyal carer); Leo (establishing a name and image; career longevity; promoting our principles); Virgo (learning to value ourselves; establishing a steady routine; finding a balance between helping others and not being overwhelmed).



[image: ] Gemini on the Midheaven


This placement is often found in the all-rounder – those of us with multiple interests, talents and careers. If we have a creative job, we’re most likely to be billed with a hyphen: for instance, the singer–songwriter–actress or the writer–editor–publisher. Our professional name (or nickname) might differ from our birth name, and we enjoy dual personas or some other split between our private and public selves. The image we wish to promote is one of resourcefulness, humour and wit; others soon appreciate our ability to entertain on a number of subjects, even if our knowledge suffers from being rather superficial (the curse of versatility). We relish the witty anecdote, the sound bite, the pun or bon mot. When left to do our own thing, we are magpies, gathering together mottos, ethics and beliefs from a variety of sources and ideologies in order to build our own eclectic system of thought. (With Gemini on the MC, we know that when we borrow from one source, it’s plagiarism, but if we borrow from many, it’s called research!) A social butterfly fascinated with anything new, we’re also the connector and go-between who can instantly give others a name and phone number for any request. We admire those who are intelligent, well read and articulate, as well as those who survive on their wits and land on their feet. A perpetual student of world events and important trends, we wish to remain innovative and contemporary – maintaining an image of youth (or at the very least a youthful approach to life) is of prime importance. We are attracted to jobs that offer mobility, short-term commitments, the freedom to travel and flexible working hours. Routine is important but we must have the choice to adapt our schedule when our mood or circumstances change (otherwise we easily become chairman of the bored). We enjoy juggling ideas, people, projects and views and have fun holding simultaneous but contradictory outlooks.


When others think of our life, they imagine us: talking about projects in the pipeline; finding ways to stay young; in dialogue with others. We secretly fear: others’ judgement; falling out of fashion; appearing stupid, prejudiced or narrow-minded. Our early life: emerging from a religious, sanctimonious or moralizing background, we move away from superstition and organized belief to seek out the facts, become better informed and make up our own minds. We fail when: we close ourselves off to possibilities; we attach ourselves to a fixed belief system; we gossip, behave insincerely or lack a moral code; we flit from one thing to another without learning anything. We succeed when: we unite cosmopolitan approaches or philosophies and make these accessible and entertaining; we engage in study to develop our skills and expand our intellectual versatility; we doubt and then question the official story.


Possible Ascendants: Leo* (the importance of communicating with confidence; hands-on work; believing in our message); Virgo (the challenge of finding a specialism and abiding craft amid so many interests; controlling many endeavours and multitasking; adapting to precarious everyday situations).



[image: ] Cancer on the Midheaven


Many of us with a Cancer MC will move into the role of playing caretaker or ‘professional parent’ in some capacity, whether this is in the social services, education or in some other helping profession. We succeed when we show genuine interest in the lives and needs of others; when we nurture and respond accordingly to those around us; and when we feel deeply about our mission. We have a hunger for closeness and bonding and seek positions of work that ‘contain’ us, where we can interact with our ‘tribe’ and develop a sense of family (this placement provides ‘chicken soup for the soul’). The primal urge to play carer springs from the well of indifference, coldness, loneliness or isolation that was our early home life. Because of – or perhaps in spite of – this, some of us work or train with our family or get involved in caring for a family member long into our adulthood. Particularly for those of us who have Libra rising, we may ‘do the right thing’ for appearance’s sake and secretly dislike the expectations of us to play rescuer or unpaid helper. We lose sight of our goals when we seethe with resentment as a long-suffering martyr. We are impressionable and care about the impressions we make. One talent is an ability to tap into what may be popular in the future: we have an innate understanding of cycles. We succeed by shrewdly anticipating impending trends, keeping a finger on the emotional pulse, and sensing changes in fashion. Some of us get involved in services or products that assist others in running their homes more economically or with greater comfort.
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