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In "The Dynasts," Thomas Hardy crafts an ambitious verse drama that intricately weaves the personal and the historical, set against the backdrop of the Napoleonic Wars. This epic work unfolds in a series of poetic dialogues, portraying the tumultuous influences of fate, love, and ambition on human lives. Hardy's literary style, characterized by his rich descriptive language and philosophical underpinnings, reflects the themes of determinism and human struggle, placing it firmly within the context of the late Victorian era's exploration of existential and societal issues. The play delves deeply into the motives of key historical figures while also intertwining the experiences of ordinary soldiers and civilians caught in the crossfire of history's great winds. Thomas Hardy, a prominent English novelist and poet, has always been fascinated by the interplay of fate and free will, themes that permeate his entire oeuvre. Much of Hardy's work, including "Tess of the d'Urbervilles" and "Jude the Obscure," explores the harsh realities of life within a rapidly industrializing society. His experiences growing up in rural Wessex and witnessing societal change undoubtedly inspired him to undertake this grandiose project, merging his poetic sensibilities with theatrical expression. "The Dynasts" is a monumental work that not only showcases Hardy'Äôs mastery of poetic drama but also invites readers to engage with the deeper philosophical questions of their existence. Enthusiasts of historical narratives, poetry, and existential inquiry will find this text both intellectually stimulating and poignantly relevant, making it a recommended read for those looking to understand the complexity of human nature against the vast canvas of history.
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In "Old French Romances, Done into English," William Morris embarks on a transformative journey through medieval narratives, translating and adapting a selection of significant Old French romances. This anthology not only showcases the poetic beauty and vivid storytelling characteristic of the original texts but also embodies Morris's commitment to infusing them with a contemporary resonance. The work reflects the medieval cultural ethos while being imbued with Morris'Äôs distinctive rhythmic prose and vivid imagery, celebrating chivalry, love, and adventure against a backdrop of an enchanting past. William Morris, a leading figure of the Arts and Crafts Movement, was deeply influenced by medieval literature and art, which resonated with his vision of a harmonious, artistic way of life. His fascination with the romantic ideals of the past inspired his translations, as he sought to revitalize forgotten stories for the modern reader. Morris'Äôs passion for craftsmanship and beauty permeates this collection, revealing his dedication to both the art of storytelling and the preservation of cultural heritage. This book is recommended for those intrigued by medieval literature, as well as readers interested in the interplay of language and cultural history. Morris'Äôs translations breathe new life into classic tales, making them accessible to modern audiences while preserving their intrinsic charm and depth. A must-read for scholars and lovers of romance alike, this collection invites exploration of the timeless themes that continue to resonate today.
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In 'The Lady of the Camellias,' Alexandre Dumas fils weaves a poignant tale of love, sacrifice, and societal constraints set against the backdrop of 19th-century Paris. The novel chronicles the tragic romance between Marguerite Gautier, a courtesan known for her delicate beauty, and Armand Duval, a youthful nobleman. Dumas employs a rich, lyrical style that captures the emotional depth of the characters while addressing the moral complexities of their relationship. As a seminal work of the French literary tradition, it challenges prevailing notions of love and honor, offering a critique of the rigid social hierarchies of the time. Dumas fils, the son of the renowned author Alexandre Dumas, draws from his personal experiences and the bohemian milieu of Paris to create this heart-wrenching narrative. His intimate knowledge of the Parisian elite and their often hypocritical morals lends authenticity to Marguerite's struggles. Dumas fils not only reflects the controversial social dynamics of his era but also channels his reflections on familial duty, personal sacrifice, and the pursuit of happiness. I highly recommend 'The Lady of the Camellias' to readers seeking an emotionally charged and socially relevant work. Its rich character development and haunting themes resonate with contemporary audiences, making it a classic that evokes empathy and reflection on the nature of love across time.
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Wolfram von Eschenbach's 'Parzival' is an epic narrative that weaves together themes of chivalry, spirituality, and the quest for self-knowledge, reflecting the rich tapestry of medieval German literature. Written in the early 13th century, this unfinished masterpiece combines elements of Arthurian legend with a deep exploration of human morality and the trials of the hero, Parzival. Eschenbach's lyrical style, marked by alliteration and intricate symbolism, invites readers into a world where the boundaries between the earthly and the divine blur, encapsulating the era's fascination with courtly love and the hero's inner journey towards achieving the Holy Grail. Wolfram von Eschenbach, a knight-poet from the region of Bavaria, was influenced by his contemporaries and the rich oral tradition of storytelling. His unique perspective on the quest for the Grail reflects his own struggles with the ideals of knighthood and personal redemption, painting a poignant portrait of a seeker navigating the labyrinth of existence. Drawing on various sources, including the works of Chr√©tien de Troyes, Eschenbach reinterpreted these legends through a distinctly German lens, thus contributing significantly to the genre. 'Parzival' is a must-read for those intrigued by medieval literature and the intricate interplay between individual destiny and universal ideals. It serves as both a thrilling adventure and a profound meditation on the nature of humanity, making it essential for scholars of literature and lovers of timeless narratives alike.
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KING ARTHUR - Ultimate Collection: 10 Books of Myths, Tales & The History Behind The Legendary King immerses readers in the rich tapestry of Arthurian mythos. This anthology weaves together a multifaceted narrative tapestry that spans several centuries, capturing the evolving nature of Arthurian tales. The collection includes a range of literary styles, from the lyrical poetry of Tennyson to the prose of Malory, offering a comprehensive perspective on the legendary king. Each work serves as a gateway into the world of Camelot, allowing readers to explore recurring themes of chivalry, bravery, and the perpetual quest for truth and justice. The distinguished authors contributing to this body of work represent a collective harmony that traverses both time and literary tradition. Figures such as Howard Pyle and T. W. Rolleston bring to life the hero'Äôs journeys and the deep-seated cultural allegories of their eras. By blending their narratives with those from the hands of James Knowles and Thomas Malory, this compilation harmonizes diverse voices, all contributing to the vibrant tableau of Arthurian legend. Thus, this collection stands as a testament to the timelessness of these mythical tales and their enduring influence on Western storytelling. Readers are invited to delve deeply into this anthology, experiencing a dialogue between ancient and more contemporary interpretations of the Arthurian world. It not only presents an expansive view of Western literary heritage but also offers a robust entry point into understanding the complexities of medieval chivalric tales. Through the lens of varied voices, this collection fosters an enlightening exploration of universal themes, making it an essential resource for those captivated by legendary sagas and the all-encompassing mystique of King Arthur.
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    A bright circle of fellowship is forged to uphold impossible ideals, and its radiance casts the long shadow that tests it. Thomas Malory’s great chronicle begins with aspiration and order, setting knights and kings to measure themselves against vows of courage, mercy, and loyalty. The Round Table is both a social vision and a narrative engine: a place where heroism is pledged, honor is argued, and human desire presses against law. From the first mustering of companions to the great quests that beckon them outward, the book turns on the gap between what people swear to be and what they prove.

Le Morte d’Arthur is a classic because it crystallizes, in vigorous English prose, the most enduring version of Britain’s legendary past while speaking to perennial human dilemmas. It made the Arthurian world a common inheritance, shaping the myths that later poets, novelists, and painters would refine or contest. Its stories proved endlessly adaptable, yet Malory’s arrangement and tone anchor the tradition with a distinctive moral gravitas. The book’s influence runs through the centuries, setting a template for modern fantasy quests, chivalric codes under pressure, and the sorrowful grandeur of a court that seeks justice in a fractured world.

Thomas Malory, writing in the 1460s during England’s late Middle English period, drew together French and English romances to form a unified prose cycle. The work was first printed by William Caxton in 1485, who divided it into twenty-one books, a structure many modern editions preserve. Malory’s sources included the French Vulgate and Post-Vulgate cycles and English materials, which he adapted with an eye toward coherence, momentum, and moral emphasis. His purpose was not merely to compile, but to interpret and reorganize a legendary past for his contemporaries, presenting a spectrum of chivalric conduct and its consequences without insisting on single, simple lessons.

At its broadest, the narrative charts King Arthur’s establishment of order, the founding of the Round Table, and the undertakings of its renowned knights. It moves through adventures of single combat, courtly entanglements, and marvels that challenge skill, conscience, and faith. The court acts as a center from which quests radiate and to which their results return, so that deeds abroad become debates at home. Malory balances stirring action with the protocols of counsel, ceremony, and law, showing a society that tries to codify virtue even as it encounters enchantment, accident, and human limitation. The result is a sweeping, interlinked cycle.

Malory’s style, plain yet rhythmic, gives the legends a robust, almost reportorial immediacy. His prose favors clarity over ornament, moving briskly from scene to scene, while repetition and formula create a cumulative, ceremonial weight. Battles feel tactile and exhausting; councils feel deliberate and consequential. Characters are revealed through action and judgment rather than introspection, and their reputations are tested across multiple episodes. The blending of romance with chronicle allows the extraordinary to coexist with the procedural, so that a voyage to a perilous chapel or a trial by combat can sit alongside household governance, treaty-making, and the rituals that bind a community to its ideals.

Chivalry provides the book’s central measuring stick, yet Malory is attentive to the code’s internal frictions. Valor without mercy becomes mere savagery; loyalty without prudence can mislead; courtesy without truth turns hollow. Vows demand constancy, but circumstances demand discernment. Knights must decide when to fight and when to forbear, when to assert right by force and when to kneel to judgment. The code inspires shining acts of rescue and restraint, and it can also magnify rivalry or error when misunderstood. By staging trial after trial, the narrative asks what a vow is worth, and who bears the cost when ideals meet complexity.

The Round Table embodies the desire to convert prowess into public good, turning scattered champions into a commonweal. Its ceremonies, seats, and customs mark an attempt to make honor legible and justice dependable. Malory shows that fellowship is sustained by more than spectacle: it requires clear rules, mutual correction, and shared memory. Hospitality, oaths, and mediation weave together the court’s daily life, and breaches are addressed through counsel as often as combat. Yet fellowship is not static; it is a living experiment, reliant on the careful balancing of individual glory and collective responsibility. The court’s vitality lies in that balance, as does its vulnerability.

Love enters as impetus, reward, and ordeal, a force that can refine courage or bend judgment. Malory treats desire neither as simple ornament nor as simple danger, but as a reality that must be stewarded alongside rank, duty, and reputation. Courtly affection inspires quests, tests patience, and prompts acts of generosity or rashness. Queens, ladies, enchantresses, and hermits all shape the moral weather of the stories, giving counsel, setting tasks, and revealing hidden loyalties. The book’s treatment of love preserves mystery and gravity, acknowledging private conscience while measuring public consequence, and reminding readers that the heart’s vows intersect, often uneasily, with the law’s demands.

The sacred dimension reaches its height in the quest for the Holy Grail, where martial excellence meets spiritual scrutiny. Here, prowess alone is insufficient; purity of intention and humility are required, and signs and wonders reframe the meaning of success. Malory integrates the miraculous into the same narrative fabric that handles courts and campaigns, so that confession and penance can stand beside tournaments and treaties. The effect is not a retreat from the world but a deepening of its moral geography. Readers encounter a framework in which fortune, conscience, and providence intersect, and in which worldly renown must reckon with more searching standards.

Violence in Malory is both spectacle and reckoning. The clangor of arms, the catalog of blows, and the weary tally of wounds are rendered with unsentimental vividness. But the book never loses sight of the weight of lethal choices, the cost to communities, and the obligations that persist after victory. Feuds and truces, rescues and reprisals, all suggest that force must be yoked to discernment if it is to serve right rather than appetite. Violence may establish boundaries; it cannot by itself sustain order. The narrative’s most compelling scenes often hinge on restraint, submission to judgment, or mercy granted at personal risk.

As a cornerstone of Arthurian tradition in English, Le Morte d’Arthur shaped later retellings from the nineteenth century onward, notably influencing poets and painters of the Victorian medieval revival. Tennyson reimagined the cycle’s episodes and ethos; artists gave the scenes a visual lexicon that still resonates. In the twentieth century, authors such as T. H. White returned to Malory’s arrangement and moral tensions as a foundation for modern reflections on power, education, and conscience. The Caxton division into twenty-one books guided how generations approached the story’s arc, and Malory’s directness of idiom continues to echo in adaptations across media.

This book endures because it captures both the grandeur and the fragility of a community built on vows. Its themes—leadership tempered by counsel, individual excellence bound to common good, love in dialogue with duty, justice braided with mercy—remain urgent. Malory’s narrative invites readers to marvel at extraordinary deeds while asking what truly sustains a just order. For contemporary audiences, it offers not nostalgia but a lens: a way to think about institutions, ideals, and the restless human heart. Long after the last page, the questions it poses about honor and belonging continue to work, which is why its appeal remains undimmed.
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    Le Morte d'Arthur, in twenty-one books, compiles English and French Arthurian tales into a single narrative of the rise, glory, and decline of King Arthur's realm. Thomas Malory arranges episodes of courtly love, tournament prowess, and spiritual questing into a continuous chronicle. The story begins with the circumstances that bring Arthur to the throne, follows the founding and expansion of the Round Table fellowship, and proceeds through notable cycles devoted to its foremost knights. It culminates in the testing of that fellowship, both by sacred challenges and by human frailty. The tone remains chivalric, emphasizing vows, honor, and royal service.

Arthur's origins are set amid the reign of Uther Pendragon and the counsel of Merlin. Concealed at birth and reared in obscurity, Arthur proves his right by drawing a sword from a stone, uniting rival factions under a youthful king. With Merlin's guidance, he secures peace at home, receives Excalibur from the Lady of the Lake, and weds Queen Guinevere. The Round Table is established with vows that bind knights to justice and mercy. Early campaigns subdue rebellious lords and affirm the new order, while court ceremonies and feasts display the fellowship's cohesion and Arthur's role as guardian of law.

Soon, individual adventures show both the promise and peril of chivalry. Sir Balin's impetuous valor leads to feats and unintended harm, foreshadowing costs that attend rash deeds. Encounters with strange customs, enchanted castles, and the Questing Beast draw knights into wandering tests of courage and judgment. King Pellinore and others balance duty to the crown against personal quests, revealing tensions within the code. Morgan le Fay and other antagonists employ deception, challenging the court's stability. Throughout, victories coexist with omens of disorder, suggesting that knightly prowess alone cannot prevent misfortune when pride and secrecy complicate noble intentions.

Malory expands the scope with campaigns that carry Arthur's banner beyond Britain, including an expedition against imperial claims that asserts his sovereignty among foreign kings. Court life at Camelot flourishes with tournaments, ceremonies, and elaborate exchanges of courtesy. Merlin's departure removes a stabilizing guide, and counsel must be sought among fallible lords. The Orkney clan, led by Gawain and his brothers, rises in prominence, bringing both valor and family rivalries. The narrative interlaces political alliances, oaths, and feuds, presenting a realm whose prestige is matched by the complexity of its obligations at home and abroad.

Sir Lancelot emerges as the Round Table's preeminent champion, excelling in rescues, tournament disguises, and acts of mercy toward conquered foes. His service to Queen Guinevere, emblematic of refined devotion, complicates courtly allegiance while exemplifying the era's ideals. Captivities, enchantments, and tests of loyalty underscore his unmatched skill and human vulnerability. Episodes such as the Knight of the Cart and encounters with sorceresses place Lancelot at the center of the book's exploration of honor, reputation, and restraint. His example inspires allies and rivals alike, setting a standard that elevates the fellowship even as it strains its cohesion.

Other knights receive dedicated cycles that show the breadth of Malory's tapestry. The tale of Gareth, arriving incognito and proving himself through perseverance, charts a measured rise from scorn to acclaim as he aids Lady Lyonesse. Sir Lamorak's prowess and the lasting enmities surrounding his house deepen the portrait of clan loyalties and vendettas. These narratives emphasize patient service, fair dealing with foes, and proper speech at court, while also revealing how misrecognition and sudden violence can undo careful progress. Through them, the Round Table's ideal appears achievable, yet vulnerable to suspicion, anger, and the hazards of chance encounter.

The story of Tristram and Isolde intertwines romance and rivalry with prolonged exile and reconciliation. Tristram's prowess draws him into the Round Table's orbit, but obligations to King Mark of Cornwall and a contested love bind him to recurring conflicts. The rivalry with Sir Palomides, tests in foreign courts, and changing alliances display a wide geography and diverse customs. Malory integrates these episodes with the central court, showing how personal bonds and feudal duties shape knightly choices. The Tristram cycle amplifies themes of loyalty and reputation, foreshadowing how private attachments can influence the stability of Arthur's wider realm.

The coming of the Holy Grail reorients the fellowship from worldly honor to spiritual attainment. The arrival of Sir Galahad, the Siege Perilous fulfilled, and marvels at Pentecost herald a quest that summons nearly all knights. Visions, hermits' counsel, and ascetic trials test charity, chastity, and humility more than swordsmanship. A few, including Galahad and other select companions, advance further by purity of life. Others discover their limits and return altered by instruction. The Grail quest enriches the book with contemplative concerns and reveals a gap between earthly chivalry and sacred calling, leaving the fellowship changed in purpose and numbers.

In the quest's aftermath, unresolved tensions at court intensify. Accusations regarding forbidden love, political calculation among Arthur's kin, and long-standing grievances turn private suspicion into public crisis. Confrontations divide the fellowship, forcing leaders to choose between affection, oath, and royal authority. Warfare follows, reaching beyond Britain and exposing the kingdom to opportunism at home. The culmination is a decisive conflict that marks the waning of Arthur's age and the dispersal of its ideals. Malory closes with mourning, penitence, and a charge to remember, presenting a comprehensive account of chivalry's heights and the causes of its decline.
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    Le Morte d’Arthur is set in a legendary Britain that straddles late antique and early medieval horizons. Its narrative world evokes the supposed post-Roman vacuum after imperial withdrawal (traditionally 410) and the subsequent Saxon encroachments, yet it is rendered with unmistakably fifteenth-century institutions—tournaments, plate armour, heraldry, and royal courts. Malory’s Arthur rules a unified “Britain” from courts linked to places such as Camelot (often associated with Winchester), Caerleon on Usk, and London, while coastal locales like Tintagel in Cornwall and the northern marches gesture to a fragmented island polity. The setting extends to Brittany and France, echoing cross-Channel entanglements that long shaped English aristocratic life.

The book’s time is mythic, but its social fabric reflects late medieval chivalry consecrated by Christian ritual. The Round Table functions like an order of knighthood with a Pentecostal Oath, mirroring real oaths binding nobles to defend church, weak, and common weal. Ecclesiastical presence—abbeys, hermits, shrines—imparts a sacramental chronology culminating in the Grail Quest, which presumes Latin Christianity and monastic ideals foreign to the fifth century yet current to Malory’s age. Malory’s imagined geography—Britain, Gaul, Rome, and “Sarras”—sutures Britain’s native lore to continental spaces familiar to a fifteenth-century English audience accustomed to French wars, pilgrimages, and courtly diplomacy.

After the Roman administration receded from Britain (early fifth century), Germanic settlers—Angles, Saxons, and Jutes—advanced into the island. Sources like Gildas (c. 540) and Bede record conflicts that later tradition embellished with the Battle of Mount Badon (late fifth or early sixth century), at which a British war leader held back invaders. While the historicity of “Arthur” is uncertain, Malory’s Book I dramatizes a unifying kingship resisting Saxon pressure and internal rebellion. His retelling of early campaigns, sieges, and the subduing of rival kings translates post-Roman defensive struggles into a coherent royal program of consolidation, aligning mythic resistance with the ideal of centralized authority.

Anglo-Norman and later Plantagenet kingship fostered a feudal-chivalric culture in which knighthood was both military service and moral identity. Edward III’s creation of the Order of the Garter (1348) at Windsor, with St George as patron, formalized an oath-bound elite whose ceremonies centered on high feast days. Burgundian models of pageantry and pas d’armes further refined aristocratic spectacle. Malory’s Round Table consciously functions as such an order: admission by deeds, hierarchies of honor, feast-day vows, and the policing of renown. The book refracts this institutional chivalry into narrative form, offering a prescriptive mirror for knights at a moment when chivalry’s ethical claims were under practical strain.

The Hundred Years’ War (1337–1453) reshaped English and French politics. Major milestones include Crécy (1346), Poitiers (1356), Agincourt (1415), Jeanne d’Arc’s intervention (1429), and England’s final loss of Guyenne after Castillon (1453). The conflict professionalized warfare, expanded taxation, and entangled English magnates in continental claims. Malory’s frequent French settings—Lancelot’s exile to France, Arthur’s campaigns in Gaul, and sieges echoing northern French warfare—mirror this Franco-English horizon. The martial ethos of individual prowess coexists with siegecraft, chevauchées, and shifting loyalties that characterized the war. The book thus memorializes an English knightly culture forged in, and nostalgic for, continental theaters of honor.

Late medieval “bastard feudalism” bound retainers to great lords through contracts, fees, and liveries, creating private armies that strained royal justice. From the fourteenth century, Parliament and the crown sought to curb unlawful retaining; Edward IV’s statute against livery and maintenance (1468) exemplifies such efforts. The social reality included local feuds, intimidation of juries, and forcible seizures. Malory’s narratives of internecine baronial strife—particularly the factionalism within the Round Table—reflect this culture of affinity politics. The breakdown of communal oaths into partisan allegiance, culminating in knight-on-knight violence, registers the dangers of over-mighty subjects and the erosion of impartial justice that haunted mid-fifteenth-century England.

The Wars of the Roses (1455–1487) pitted factions of the royal House of Plantagenet—Lancaster (red rose) and York (white rose)—in a protracted civil conflict that transformed English governance. Key early engagements included St Albans (1455), where Richard, Duke of York, challenged the regime of Henry VI; Blore Heath (1459); and Northampton (1460). The decisive Battle of Towton (29 March 1461) enabled Edward, Duke of York, to claim the throne as Edward IV. Yet instability persisted: the 1460s saw shifting noble alliances, the king’s controversial marriage to Elizabeth Woodville (1464), and the ascendancy and disaffection of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, the “Kingmaker.” In 1469–1470, Warwick’s revolts culminated in Edward’s temporary exile and the brief “Readeption” of Henry VI (October 1470–April 1471) under a Lancastrian restoration supported by Queen Margaret of Anjou. Edward returned, won Barnet (14 April 1471), where Warwick fell, and triumphed at Tewkesbury (4 May 1471), leading to the deaths of key Lancastrian claimants and the murder of Henry VI in the Tower (May 1471). These cycles of deposition, attainder, land redistributions, and retribution normalized private military power and judicial irregularity. Malory, traditionally identified with Sir Thomas Malory of Newbold Revel (Warwickshire), lived through these tumults and spent long periods imprisoned on assorted charges. His colophon dates completion of his book to the ninth year of Edward IV (1469–1470), squarely within the civil war’s convulsions. The Morte’s narrative arc—from Arthur’s hard-won unification to catastrophic collapse through factional betrayal and vengeance—mirrors the political logic of the wars: oaths overridden by affinity, magnate rivalries engulfing the realm, and a king’s inability to check over-mighty subjects. The book’s lingering emphasis on mercy, due process before vengeance, and the ruinous spiral of retaliatory justice function as a pointed commentary on the civil disorder ravaging the kingdom Malory knew.

Thomas Malory’s contested biography nonetheless anchors the work in specific mid-fifteenth-century experiences of law, imprisonment, and patronage. The Warwickshire knight of Newbold Revel (born c. 1415), often accepted as the author, was indicted repeatedly between 1451 and the early 1460s for robbery, extortion, and violent offenses, and he cycled through prisons including the Marshalsea, Ludgate, and Newgate. His colophon requests prayers for “good deliverance,” and the completion date (1469–1470) implies composition in confinement. Whether Lancastrian-leaning or pragmatically aligned, Malory’s exposure to a compromised justice system informs his insistence on formal oaths, trials of battle, and royal pacification as remedies to endemic violence.

The Black Death (1348–1350 in England), with recurrent outbreaks into the fifteenth century, reduced population dramatically, disrupted labor markets, and eroded traditional tenurial relations. The Statute of Labourers (1351) aimed to control wages and mobility, while gentry and lesser nobility consolidated land and local office. This demographic and economic shock contributed to social volatility and sharpened attention to order, service, and mutual obligation. Malory’s preoccupation with the maintenance of sworn bonds and with the protection of the vulnerable—widows, maidens, and clerics who petition knights—can be read against a backdrop of strained seigneurial authority and contested local justice in a society still adjusting to post-plague realignments.

Gunpowder weaponry and professional infantry altered warfare in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. English victories often turned on archery (Crécy 1346; Agincourt 1415), while artillery matured by mid-century, as at Castillon (1453), where French cannon decisively defeated English forces. Plate armour and heavy cavalry retained prestige but lost strategic primacy to disciplined missile and siege technologies. Malory’s battles, however, emphasise mounted prowess, single combats, and chivalric recognition. That emphasis functions as cultural resistance to military modernization: by celebrating knightly virtue at the moment of its eclipse, the book preserves an ethical ideal threatened by gunpowder, mercenary companies, and the impersonal lethality of modern sieges.

Late medieval religious life combined orthodox sacramentalism with periodic heresy scares, including Lollardy connected to John Wycliffe (d. 1384) and constrained by the Arundel Constitutions (1409). Devotion to the Eucharist, pilgrimage, confraternities, and vernacular piety shaped lay expectations of moral order. The Grail Quest in Malory translates this environment into narrative: the chalice of Christ’s Passion demands penitence, chastity, and contemplative virtue that exceed ordinary knighthood. Only Galahad, Percival, and Bors approach the ideal, while the court’s sins—pride, adultery, wrath—doom the polity. This alignment casts the era’s moral anxieties into a theological critique of power and its responsibilities before divine judgment.

Anglo-Burgundian cultural exchange, especially during the alliance of 1419–1435 and through diplomatic contacts later, promoted an aesthetics of courtly magnificence—orders of knighthood, elaborate entries, and codified tournament practices. The Burgundian Order of the Golden Fleece (1430) offered a model of ritualized chivalry alongside England’s Garter. Chronicles by Olivier de la Marche and others describe pas d’armes that look like Malory’s stylized combats and feast-day challenges. The Morte’s tournament sequences and honor economy thus parallel real ceremonial structures that sought to discipline aristocratic violence by channeling it into controlled, reputational contests under princely oversight.

The fifteenth-century crisis of law and order is palpable in documentary sources such as the Paston Letters, which recount forcible entries, jury tampering, and the 1469 siege and loss of Caister Castle to John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. Such episodes illustrate how magnates and their retainers could overwhelm legal remedies. Malory’s many episodes of castle seizures, ambushes, and appeals for redress dramatize similar conditions. His insistence that knights answer the pleas of the oppressed and submit disputes to adjudication by king or recognized champions articulates a program of restoring public justice over private might, a key desideratum in the 1450s–1470s.

The advent of print transformed the reception of chivalric ideals. William Caxton established his press at Westminster in 1476 and issued Malory’s book in 1485, the year Henry Tudor defeated Richard III at Bosworth. Caxton reorganized Malory’s text and prefaced it with a moral exhortation to noble conduct, implicitly aligning chivalric exemplarity with political stabilization. In the wake of dynastic carnage, the printed Morte served as pedagogy for a new ruling order, diffusing a canon of honor and temperance to a broader elite readership and tacitly endorsing Tudor consolidation through the memory of Arthurian unity.

English monarchs had long deployed Arthurian symbolism in statecraft. Geoffrey of Monmouth’s claims fostered rituals from the twelfth century onward, including the 1278 Glastonbury exhumation narrative publicized under Edward I and the great “Round Table” tournament at Winchester (1284). Edward III cultivated an Arthurian image with the Garter and a projected Round Table at Windsor. Malory’s account of Arthur’s imperial war against Rome and his overlordship of Britain and Gaul resonates with such royal myth-making, projecting an idealized sovereignty that could legitimize expansive claims while warning that personal vice and factionalism, not foreign foes, ultimately undo the realm.

As social critique, the book exposes the costs of affinity politics, perjury, and private vengeance. Noble households that prioritize lineage honor over common weal produce spirals of retaliation, as seen in the conspiracy against Lancelot and the vendetta of Gawain. Judicial forms—oaths, trials, counsel—are repeatedly bypassed by armed parties, mirroring contemporary abuses of maintenance and livery. Women, clerics, and the poor appear chiefly as petitioners seeking protection against stronger offenders, suggesting awareness of how class power distorts access to justice. The recurrent plea is for restraint: mercy before retaliation, counsel before combat, and submission of private quarrels to recognized public authority.

Politically, Le Morte d’Arthur advocates strong but accountable kingship. Arthur’s early success stems from enforcing due process, integrating rival houses, and rewarding merit across regional divides; his failure follows when he allows scandal, faction, and summary justice to erode trust. The narrative censures over-mighty subjects who gather private armies and manipulate courts, and it condemns rulers who punish without inquiry. By staging national ruin through internal treachery rather than foreign conquest, the book indicts the civil conflicts of the 1450s–1470s, urging reform: curb retaining, honor sworn service, protect ecclesiastical sanctuary, and re-center public law. It is a conservative program aimed at restoring peace through ethical governance.
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    Thomas Malory is the name attached to the most influential English retelling of the Arthurian legend, commonly known as Le Morte Darthur. Active in the mid-fifteenth century, he worked during a turbulent period in English history, and his prose romance consolidated diverse sources into a compelling, accessible narrative. Although the author’s precise identity remains debated, the work itself has anchored Malory within the canon of Middle English literature. His book, completed in the late 1460s and first printed in 1485 by William Caxton, set the terms for later imaginings of King Arthur and his knights, shaping literary conceptions of chivalry, fellowship, and tragic decline.

Scholars generally identify the author with Sir Thomas Malory of Newbold Revel in Warwickshire, a fifteenth-century knight whose name appears in legal and administrative records. This identification, though widely accepted, is not universally settled, and caution is standard in modern scholarship. What is certain is the milieu in which the book was conceived: the upheavals of the Wars of the Roses, shifting loyalties, and concerns about order and governance. Such a background provides a plausible context for the book’s sustained interest in chivalric conduct, public oaths, and the fragility of communal bonds, without allowing firm conclusions about the author’s personal affiliations or experiences.

Little is securely known about Malory’s education. The text itself, however, signals an author conversant with both English and French romance traditions. He adapts large portions of the French prose cycles, including narratives associated with the Vulgate and Post-Vulgate traditions and the Prose Tristan, alongside English materials such as the Alliterative Morte Arthure and the Stanzaic Morte Arthur. His method is selective and shaping: he compresses, reorganizes, and connects disparate tales, refining them into continuous prose. The result foregrounds knightly fellowship, adventure, and moral testing. This synthesis places Malory within the broader European romance movement while giving the material a distinctly English voice.

Internal colophons indicate that Malory completed the work in the ninth year of Edward IV’s reign, corresponding to the late 1460s. In these notices he describes himself as a knight and a prisoner and asks readers to pray for him. The prison context is authorially stated; beyond that, specific circumstances remain uncertain. The book’s language is late Middle English prose, often direct and rhythmic, with formulaic markers that help guide oral or silent reading. Malory balances translation with independent narrative decisions, stitching sources together, clarifying motives, and emphasizing the costs of betrayal. The result is both compilation and composition, a crafted English romance of remarkable scope.

William Caxton printed the work in 1485, giving it the familiar title Le Morte Darthur, dividing it into books and chapters, and providing paratexts that shaped early reception. For centuries, Caxton’s text was the main witness. In 1934 a manuscript was discovered at Winchester College, revealing a version closer to Malory’s copy and showing differences from Caxton’s setting and organization. On the basis of this evidence, editor Eugene Vinaver argued that Malory wrote a sequence of related tales rather than a single unified book, a view that has informed subsequent editions and debates. Regardless of structure, the work’s narrative ambition and coherence remain striking.

Le Morte Darthur has been read as a meditation on ideals tested by human fallibility. Its recurring concerns include oath-taking, loyalty and treachery, mercy and justice, and the limits of prowess. The plain yet flexible prose, memorable set pieces, and interlaced quests have long invited adaptation. After early printings, the book gained renewed prominence in the nineteenth century, informing Victorian medievalism and works such as Alfred Tennyson’s Arthurian poems. In the twentieth century it served as a foundation for modern retellings in fiction and other media. Across periods, readers have found in Malory both celebration and critique of chivalric culture.

The author was likely dead by the time of Caxton’s 1485 edition, and details of his later life are obscure. The text he left continues to shape how the Arthurian story is told in English. Modern editors offer both scholarly and accessible versions, using Caxton’s print, the Winchester Manuscript, or eclectic combinations to present Malory to new audiences. The work remains a staple of medieval literature curricula and a touchstone for discussions of romance, historiography, and nationhood. Its legacy is visible in countless reinterpretations, yet the book endures on its own terms: an expansive prose romance attentive to fellowship, honor, and the consequences of fracture.
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After that I had accomplished and finished divers histories, as well of contemplation as of other historial and worldly acts of great conquerors and princes, and also certain books of ensamples and doctrine, many noble and divers gentlemen of this realm of England came and demanded me many and oft times, wherefore that I have not do made and imprint the noble history of the Saint Greal, and of the most renowned Christian king, first and chief of the three best Christian, and worthy, King Arthur, which ought most to be remembered among us Englishmen tofore all other Christian kings; for it is notoyrly known through the universal world, that there be nine worthy and the best that ever were, that is to wit, three Paynims, three Jews, and three Christian men. As for the Paynims, they were tofore the Incarnation of Christ, which were named, the first Hector of Troy, of whom the history is comen both in ballad and in prose, the second Alexander the Great, and the third Julius Caesar, Emperor of Rome, of whom the histories be well known and had. And as for the three Jews, which also were tofore the incarnation of our Lord, of whom the first was duke Joshua which brought the children of Israel into the land of behest, the second David king of Jerusalem, and the third Judas Machabeus, of these three the Bible rehearseth all their noble histories and acts. And since the said Incarnation have been three noble Christian men, stalled and admitted through the universal world into the number of the nine best and worthy. Of whom was first the noble Arthur, whose noble acts I purpose to write in this present book here following. The second was Charlemain, or Charles the Great, of whom the history is had in many places, both in French and in English. And the third and last was Godfrey of Boloine, of whose acts and life I made a book unto the excellent prince and king of noble memory, King Edward the Fourth.

The said noble gentlemen instantly required me to imprint the history of the said noble king and conqueror King Arthur, and of his knights, with the history of the Saint Greal, and of the death and ending of the said Arthur; affirming that I ought rather to imprint his acts and noble feats, than of Godfrey of Boloine, or any of the other eight, considering that he was a man born within this realm, and king and emperor of the same: and that there be in French divers and many noble volumes of his acts, and also of his knights. To whom I answered that divers men hold opinion that there was no such Arthur, and that all such books as been made of him be feigned and fables, because that some chronicles make of him no mention, nor remember him nothing, nor of his knights. Whereto they answered, and one in special said, that in him that should say or think that there was never such a king called Arthur might well be aretted great folly and blindness. For he said that there were many evidences of the contrary. First ye may see his sepulchre in the monastery of Glastonbury. And also in Policronicon, in the fifth book the sixth chapter, and in the seventh book the twenty-third chapter, where his body was buried, and after found, and translated into the said monastery. Ye shall see also in the history of Bochas, in his book De Casu Principum, part of his noble acts, and also of his fall. Also Galfridus in his British book recounteth his life: and in divers places of England many remembrances be yet of him, and shall remain perpetually, and also of his knights. First in the abbey of Westminster, at St. Edward’s shrine, remaineth the print of his seal in red wax closed in beryl, in which is written, Patricius Arthurus Britannie, Gallie, Germanie, Dacie, Imperator. Item in the castle of Dover ye may see Gawaine’s skull, and Cradok’s mantle: at Winchester the Round Table: in other places Launcelot’s sword and many other things. Then all these things considered, there can no man reasonably gainsay but there was a king of this land named Arthur. For in all places, Christian and heathen, he is reputed and taken for one of the nine worthy, and the first of the three Christian men. And also, he is more spoken of beyond the sea, more books made of his noble acts, than there be in England, as well in Dutch, Italian, Spanish, and Greekish, as in French. And yet of record remain in witness of him in Wales, in the town of Camelot, the great stones and the marvellous works of iron lying under the ground, and royal vaults, which divers now living have seen. Wherefore it is a marvel why he is no more renowned in his own country, save only it accordeth to the Word of God, which saith that no man is accepted for a prophet in his own country.

Then all these things aforesaid alleged, I could not well deny but that there was such a noble king named Arthur, and reputed one of the nine worthy, and first and chief of the Christian men. And many noble volumes be made of him and of his noble knights in French, which I have seen and read beyond the sea, which be not had in our maternal tongue. But in Welsh be many and also in French, and some in English but nowhere nigh all. Wherefore, such as have late been drawn out briefly into English I have after the simple conning that God hath sent to me, under the favour and correction of all noble lords and gentlemen, enprised to imprint a book of the noble histories of the said King Arthur, and of certain of his knights, after a copy unto me delivered, which copy Sir Thomas Malorye did take out of certain books of French, and reduced it into English. And I, according to my copy, have done set it in imprint, to the intent that noble men may see and learn the noble acts of chivalry, the gentle and virtuous deeds that some knights used in those days, by which they came to honour, and how they that were vicious were punished and oft put to shame and rebuke; humbly beseeching all noble lords and ladies, with all other estates of what estate or degree they been of, that shall see and read in this said book and work, that they take the good and honest acts in their remembrance, and to follow the same. Wherein they shall find many joyous and pleasant histories, and noble and renowned acts of humanity, gentleness, and chivalry. For herein may be seen noble chivalry, courtesy, humanity, friendliness, hardiness, love, friendship, cowardice, murder, hate, virtue, and sin. Do after the good and leave the evil[1q], and it shall bring you to good fame and renown. And for to pass the time this book shall be pleasant to read in, but for to give faith and belief that all is true that is contained herein, ye be at your liberty: but all is written for our doctrine, and for to beware that we fall not to vice nor sin, but to exercise and follow virtue, by which we may come and attain to good fame and renown in this life, and after this short and transitory life to come unto everlasting bliss in heaven; the which He grant us that reigneth in heaven, the blessed Trinity. Amen.

Then to proceed forth in this said book, which I direct unto all noble princes, lords and ladies, gentlemen or gentlewomen, that desire to read or hear read of the noble and joyous history of the great conqueror and excellent king, King Arthur, sometime king of this noble realm, then called Britain; I, William Caxton, simple person, present this book following, which I have enprised to imprint: and treateth of the noble acts, feats of arms of chivalry, prowess, hardiness, humanity, love, courtesy, and very gentleness, with many wonderful histories and adventures. And for to understand briefly the content of this volume, I have divided it into XXI Books, and every book chaptered, as hereafter shall by God’s grace follow. The First Book shall treat how Uther Pendragon gat the noble conqueror King Arthur, and containeth xxviii chapters. The Second Book treateth of Balin the noble knight, and containeth xix chapters. The Third Book treateth of the marriage of King Arthur to Queen Guenever, with other matters, and containeth xv chapters. The Fourth Book, how Merlin was assotted, and of war made to King Arthur, and containeth xxix chapters. The Fifth Book treateth of the conquest of Lucius the emperor, and containeth xii chapters. The Sixth Book treateth of Sir Launcelot and Sir Lionel, and marvellous adventures, and containeth xviii chapters. The Seventh Book treateth of a noble knight called Sir Gareth, and named by Sir Kay Beaumains, and containeth xxxvi chapters. The Eighth Book treateth of the birth of Sir Tristram the noble knight, and of his acts, and containeth xli chapters. The Ninth Book treateth of a knight named by Sir Kay Le Cote Male Taille, and also of Sir Tristram, and containeth xliv chapters. The Tenth Book treateth of Sir Tristram, and other marvellous adventures, and containeth lxxxviii chapters. The Eleventh Book treateth of Sir Launcelot and Sir Galahad, and containeth xiv chapters. The Twelfth Book treateth of Sir Launcelot and his madness, and containeth xiv chapters. The Thirteenth Book treateth how Galahad came first to king Arthur’s court, and the quest how the Sangreal was begun, and containeth xx chapters. The Fourteenth Book treateth of the quest of the Sangreal, and containeth x chapters. The Fifteenth Book treateth of Sir Launcelot, and containeth vi chapters. The Sixteenth Book treateth of Sir Bors and Sir Lionel his brother, and containeth xvii chapters. The Seventeenth Book treateth of the Sangreal, and containeth xxiii chapters. The Eighteenth Book treateth of Sir Launcelot and the queen, and containeth xxv chapters. The Nineteenth Book treateth of Queen Guenever and Launcelot, and containeth xiii chapters. The Twentieth Book treateth of the piteous death of Arthur, and containeth xxii chapters. The Twenty-first Book treateth of his last departing, and how Sir Launcelot came to revenge his death, and containeth xiii chapters. The sum is twenty-one books, which contain the sum of five hundred and seven chapters, as more plainly shall follow hereafter.
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Book I



1. How Uther Pendragon sent for the duke of Cornwall and Igraine his wife, and of their departing suddenly again.



2. How Uther Pendragon made war on the duke of Cornwall, and how by the mean of Merlin he lay by the duchess and gat Arthur.



3. Of the birth of King Arthur and of his nurture.



4. Of the death of King Uther Pendragon.



5. How Arthur was chosen king, and of wonders and marvels of a sword taken out of a stone by the said Arthur.



6. How King Arthur pulled out the sword divers times.



7. How King Arthur was crowned, and how he made officers.



8. How King Arthur held in Wales, at a Pentecost, a great feast, and what kings and lords came to his feast.



9. Of the first war that King Arthur had, and how he won the field.



10. How Merlin counselled King Arthur to send for King Ban and King Bors, and of their counsel taken for the war.



11. Of a great tourney made by King Arthur and the two kings Ban and Bors, and how they went over the sea.



12. How eleven kings gathered a great host against King Arthur.



13. Of a dream of the King with the Hundred Knights.



14. How the eleven kings with their host fought against Arthur and his host, and many great feats of the war.



15. Yet of the same battle.



16. Yet more of the same battle.



17. Yet more of the same battle, and how it was ended by Merlin.



18. How King Arthur, King Ban, and King Bors rescued King Leodegrance, and other incidents.



19. How King Arthur rode to Carlion, and of his dream, and how he saw the questing beast.



20. How King Pellinore took Arthur’s horse and followed the Questing Beast, and how Merlin met with Arthur.



21. How Ulfius impeached Queen Igraine, Arthur’s mother, of treason; and how a knight came and desired to have the death of his master revenged.



22. How Griflet was made knight, and jousted with a knight



23. How twelve knights came from Rome and asked truage for this land of Arthur, and how Arthur fought with a knight.



24. How Merlin saved Arthur’s life, and threw an enchantment on King Pellinore and made him to sleep.



25. How Arthur by the mean of Merlin gat Excalibur his sword of the Lady of the Lake.



26. How tidings came to Arthur that King Rience had overcome eleven kings, and how he desired Arthur’s beard to trim his mantle.



27. How all the children were sent for that were born on May-day, and how Mordred was saved.



Book II



1. Of a damosel which came girt with a sword for to find a man of such virtue to draw it out of the scabbard.



2. How Balin, arrayed like a poor knight, pulled out the sword, which afterward was the cause of his death.



3. How the Lady of the Lake demanded the knight’s head that had won the sword, or the maiden’s head.



4. How Merlin told the adventure of this damosel.



5. How Balin was pursued by Sir Lanceor, knight of Ireland, and how he jousted and slew him.



6. How a damosel, which was love to Lanceor, slew herself for love, and how Balin met with his brother Balan.



7. How a dwarf reproved Balin for the death of Lanceor, and how King Mark of Cornwall found them, and made a tomb over them.



8. How Merlin prophesied that two the best knights of the world should fight there, which were Sir Lancelot and Sir Tristram.



9. How Balin and his brother, by the counsel of Merlin, took King Rience and brought him to King Arthur.



10. How King Arthur had a battle against Nero and King Lot of Orkney, and how King Lot was deceived by Merlin, and how twelve kings were slain.



11. Of the interment of twelve kings, and of the prophecy of Merlin, and how Balin should give the dolorous stroke.



12. How a sorrowful knight came before Arthur, and how Balin fetched him, and how that knight was slain by a knight invisible.



13. How Balin and the damosel met with a knight which was in likewise slain, and how the damosel bled for the custom of a castle.



14. How Balin met with that knight named Garlon at a feast, and there he slew him, to have his blood to heal therewith the son of his host.



15. How Balin fought with King Pellam, and how his sword brake, and how he gat a spear wherewith he smote the dolorous stroke.



16. How Balin was delivered by Merlin, and saved a knight that would have slain himself for love.



17. How that knight slew his love and a knight lying by her, and after, how he slew himself with his own sword, and how Balin rode toward a castle where he lost his life.



18. How Balin met with his brother Balan, and how each of them slew other unknown, till they were wounded to death.



19. How Merlin buried them both in one tomb, and of Balin’s sword.



Book III



1. How King Arthur took a wife, and wedded Guenever, daughter to Leodegrance, King of the Land of Cameliard, with whom he had the Round Table.



2. How the Knights of the Round Table were ordained and their sieges blessed by the Bishop of Canterbury.



3. How a poor man riding upon a lean mare desired King Arthur to make his son knight.



4. How Sir Tor was known for son of King Pellinore, and how Gawaine was made knight.



5. How at feast of the wedding of King Arthur to Guenever, a white hart came into the hall, and thirty couple hounds, and how a brachet pinched the hart which was taken away.



6. How Sir Gawaine rode for to fetch again the hart, and how two brethren fought each against other for the hart.



7. How the hart was chased into a castle and there slain, and how Sir Gawaine slew a lady.



8. How four knights fought against Gawaine and Gaheris, and how they were overcome, and their lives saved at request of four ladies.



9. How Sir Tor rode after the knight with the brachet, and of his adventure by the way.



10. How Sir Tor found the brachet with a lady, and how a knight assailed him for the said brachet.



11. How Sir Tor overcame the knight, and how he lost his head at the request of a lady.



12. How King Pellinore rode after the lady and the knight that led her away, and how a lady desired help of him, and how he fought with two knights for that lady, of whom he slew the one at the first stroke.



13. How King Pellinore gat the lady and brought her to Camelot to the court of King Arthur.



14. How on the way he heard two knights, as he lay by night in a valley, and of their adventures.



15. How when he was come to Camelot he was sworn upon a book to tell the truth of his quest.



Book IV



1. How Merlin was assotted and doted on one of the ladies of the lake, and how he was shut in a rock under a stone and there died.



2. How five kings came into this land to war against King Arthur, and what counsel Arthur had against them.



3. How King Arthur had ado with them and overthrew them, and slew the five kings and made the remnant to flee.



4. How the battle was finished or he came, and how King Arthur founded an abbey where the battle was.



5. How Sir Tor was made knight of the Round Table, and how Bagdemagus was displeased.



6. How King Arthur, King Uriens, and Sir Accolon of Gaul, chased an hart, and of their marvellous adventures.



7. How Arthur took upon him to fight to be delivered out of prison, and also for to deliver twenty knights that were in prison.



8. How Accolon found himself by a well, and he took upon him to do battle against Arthur.



9. Of the battle between King Arthur and Accolon.



10. How King Arthur’s sword that he fought with brake, and how he recovered of Accolon his own sword Excalibur, and overcame his enemy.



11. How Accolon confessed the treason of Morgan le Fay, King Arthur’s sister, and how she would have done slay him.



12. How Arthur accorded the two brethren, and delivered the twenty knights, and how Sir Accolon died.



13. How Morgan would have slain Sir Uriens her husband, and how Sir Uwaine her son saved him.



14. How Queen Morgan le Fay made great sorrow for the death of Accolon, and how she stole away the scabbard from Arthur.



15. How Morgan le Fay saved a knight that should have been drowned, and how King Arthur returned home again.



16. How the Damosel of the Lake saved King Arthur from mantle that should have burnt him.



17. How Sir Gawaine and Sir Uwaine met with twelve fair damosels, and how they complained on Sir Marhaus.



18. How Sir Marhaus jousted with Sir Gawaine and Sir Uwaine, and overthrew them both.



19. How Sir Marhaus, Sir Gawaine, and Sir Uwaine met three damosels, and each of them took one.



20. How a knight and a dwarf strove for a lady.



21. How King Pelleas suffered himself to be taken prisoner because he would have a sight of his lady, and how Sir Gawaine promised him to get to him the love of his lady.



22. How Sir Gawaine came to the Lady Ettard, and how Sir Pelleas found them sleeping.



23. How Sir Pelleas loved no more Ettard by means of the Damosel of the Lake, whom he loved ever after.



24. How Sir Marhaus rode with the damosel, and how he came to the Duke of the South Marches.



25. How Sir Marhaus fought with the duke and his four sons and made them to yield them.



26. How Sir Uwaine rode with the damosel of sixty year of age, and how he gat the prize at tourneying.



27. How Sir Uwaine fought with two knights and overcame them.



28. How at the year’s end all three knights with their three damosels met at the fountain.



Book V



1. How twelve aged ambassadors of Rome came to King Arthur to demand truage for Britain.



2. How the kings and lords promised to King Arthur aid and help against the Romans.



3. How King Arthur held a parliament at York, and how he ordained the realm should be governed in his absence.



4. How King Arthur being shipped and lying in his cabin had a marvellous dream and of the exposition thereof.



5. How a man of the country told to him of a marvellous giant, and how he fought and conquered him.



6. How King Arthur sent Sir Gawaine and other to Lucius, and how they were assailed and escaped with worship.



7. How Lucius sent certain spies in a bushment for to have taken his knights being prisoners, and how they were letted.



8. How a senator told to Lucius of their discomfiture, and also of the great battle between Arthur and Lucius.



9. How Arthur, after he had achieved the battle against the Romans, entered into Almaine, and so into Italy.



10. Of a battle done by Sir Gawaine against a Saracen, which after was yielden and became Christian.



11. How the Saracens came out of a wood for to rescue their beasts, and of a great battle.



12. How Sir Gawaine returned to King Arthur with his prisoners, and how the King won a city, and how he was crowned Emperor.



Book VI



1. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Lionel departed from the court, and how Sir Lionel left him sleeping and was taken.



2. How Sir Ector followed for to seek Sir Launcelot, and how he was taken by Sir Turquine.



3. How four queens found Launcelot sleeping, and how by enchantment he was taken and led into a castle.



4. How Sir Launcelot was delivered by the mean of a damosel.



5. How a knight found Sir Launcelot lying in his leman’s bed, and how Sir Launcelot fought with the knight.



6. How Sir Launcelot was received of King Bagdemagus’ daughter, and how he made his complaint to her father.



7. How Sir Launcelot behaved him in a tournament, and how he met with Sir Turquine leading Sir Gaheris.



8. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Turquine fought together.



9. How Sir Turquine was slain, and how Sir Launcelot bade Sir Gaheris deliver all the prisoners.



10. How Sir Launcelot rode with a damosel and slew a knight that distressed all ladies and also a villain that kept a bridge.



11. How Sir Launcelot slew two giants, and made a castle free.



12. How Sir Launcelot rode disguised in Sir Kay’s harness, and how he smote down a knight.



13. How Sir Launcelot jousted against four knights of the Round Table and overthrew them.



14. How Sir Launcelot followed a brachet into a castle, where he found a dead knight, and how he after was required of a damosel to heal her brother.



15. How Sir Launcelot came into the Chapel Perilous and gat there of a dead corpse a piece of the cloth and a sword.



16. How Sir Launcelot at the request of a lady recovered a falcon, by which he was deceived.



17. How Sir Launcelot overtook a knight which chased his wife to have slain her, and how he said to him.



18. How Sir Launcelot came to King Arthur’s Court, and how there were recounted all his noble feats and acts.



Book VII



1. How Beaumains came to King Arthur’s Court and demanded three petitions of King Arthur.



2. How Sir Launcelot and Sir Gawaine were wroth because Sir Kay mocked Beaumains, and of a damosel which desired a knight to fight for a lady.



3. How Beaumains desired the battle, and how it was granted to him, and how he desired to be made knight of Sir Launcelot.



4. How Beaumains departed, and how he gat of Sir Kay a spear and a shield, and how he jousted with Sir Launcelot.



5. How Beaumains told to Sir Launcelot his name, and how he was dubbed knight of Sir Launcelot, and after overtook the damosel.



6. How Beaumains fought and slew two knights at a passage.



7. How Beaumains fought with the Knight of the Black Launds, and fought with him till he fell down and died.



8. How the brother of the knight that was slain met with Beaumains, and fought with Beaumains till he was yielden.



9. How the damosel again rebuked Beaumains, and would not suffer him to sit at her table, but called him kitchen boy.



10. How the third brother, called the Red Knight, jousted and fought against Beaumains,and how Beaumains overcame him.



11. How Sir Beaumains suffered great rebukes of the damosel, and he suffered it patiently.



12. How Beaumains fought with Sir Persant of Inde, and made him to be yielden.



13. Of the goodly communication between Sir Persant and Beaumains, and how he told him that his name was Sir Gareth.



14. How the lady that was besieged had word from her sister how she had brought a knight to fight for her, and what battles he had achieved.



15. How the damosel and Beaumains came to the siege; and came to a sycamore tree, and there Beaumains blew a horn, and then the Knight of the Red Launds came to fight with him.



16. How the two knights met together, and of their talking, and how they began their battle.



17. How after long fighting Beaumains overcame the knight and would have slain him, but at the request of the lords he saved his life, and made him to yield him to the lady.



18. How the knight yielded him, and how Beaumains made him to go unto King Arthur’s court, and to cry Sir Launcelot mercy.



19. How Beaumains came to the lady, and when he came to the castle the gates were closed against him, and of the words that the lady said to him.



20. How Sir Beaumains rode after to rescue his dwarf, and came into the castle where he was.



21. How Sir Gareth, otherwise called Beaumains, came to the presence of his lady, and how they took acquaintance, and of their love.



22. How at night came an armed knight, and fought with Sir Gareth, and he, sore hurt in the thigh, smote off the knight’s head.



23. How the said knight came again the next night and was beheaded again, and how at the feast of Pentecost all the knights that Sir Gareth had overcome came and yielded them to King Arthur.



24. How King Arthur pardoned them, and demanded of them where Sir Gareth was.



25. How the Queen of Orkney came to this feast of Pentecost, and Sir Gawaine and his brethren came to ask her blessing.



26. How King Arthur sent for the Lady Lionesse, and how she let cry a tourney at her castle, whereas came many knights.



27. How King Arthur went to the tournament with his knights, and how the lady received him worshipfully, and how the knights encountered.



28. How the knights bare them in the battle.



29. Yet of the said tournament.



30. How Sir Gareth was espied by the heralds, and how he escaped out of the field.



31. How Sir Gareth came to a castle where he was well lodged, and he jousted with a knight and slew him.



32. How Sir Gareth fought with a knight that held within his castle thirty ladies, and how he slew him.



33. How Sir Gareth and Sir Gawaine fought each against other, and how they knew each other by the damosel Linet.



34. How Sir Gareth acknowledged that they loved each other to King Arthur, and of the appointment of their wedding.



35. Of the Great Royalty, and what officers were made at the feast of the wedding, and of the jousts at the feast.



Book VIII



1. How Sir Tristram de Liones was born, and how his mother died at his birth, wherefore she named him Tristram.



2. How the stepmother of Sir Tristram had ordained poison for to have poisoned Sir Tristram.



3. How Sir Tristram was sent into France, and had one to govern him named Gouvernail, and how he learned to harp, hawk, and hunt.



4. How Sir Marhaus came out of Ireland for to ask truage of Cornwall, or else he would fight therefore.



5. How Tristram enterprized the battle to fight for the truage of Cornwall, and how he was made knight.



6. How Sir Tristram arrived into the Island for to furnish the battle with Sir Marhaus.



7. How Sir Tristram fought against Sir Marhaus and achieved his battle, and how Sir Marhaus fled to his ship.



8. How Sir Marhaus after that he was arrived in Ireland died of the stroke that Sir Tristram had given him, and how Tristram was hurt.



9. How Sir Tristram was put to the keeping of La Beale Isoud first for to be healed of his wound.



10. How Sir Tristram won the degree at a tournament in Ireland, and there made Palamides to bear no more harness in a year.



11. How the queen espied that Sir Tristram had slain her brother Sir Marhaus by his sword, and in what jeopardy he was.



12. How Sir Tristram departed from the king and La Beale Isoud out of Ireland for to come into Cornwall.



13. How Sir Tristram and King Mark hurted each other for the love of a knight’s wife.



14. How Sir Tristram lay with the lady, and how her husband fought with Sir Tristram.



15. How Sir Bleoberis demanded the fairest lady in King Mark’s court, whom he took away, and how he was fought with.



16. How Sir Tristram fought with two knights of the Round Table.



17. How Sir Tristram fought with Sir Bleoberis for a lady, and how the lady was put to choice to whom she would go.



18. How the lady forsook Sir Tristram and abode with Sir Bleoberis, and how she desired to go to her husband.



19. How King Mark sent Sir Tristram for La Beale Isoud toward Ireland, and how by fortune he arrived into England.



20. How King Anguish of Ireland was summoned to come to King Arthur’s court for treason.



21. How Sir Tristram rescued a child from a knight, and how Gouvernail told him of King Anguish.



22. How Sir Tristram fought for Sir Anguish and overcame his adversary, and how his adversary would never yield him.



23. How Sir Blamore desired Tristram to slay him, and how Sir Tristram spared him, and how they took appointment.



24. How Sir Tristram demanded La Beale Isoud for King Mark, and how Sir Tristram and Isoud drank the love drink.



25. How Sir Tristram and Isoud were in prison, and how he fought for her beauty, and smote of another lady’s head.



26. How Sir Tristram fought with Sir Breunor, and at the last smote off his head.



27. How Sir Galahad fought with Sir Tristram, and how Sir Tristram yielded him and promised to fellowship with Launcelot.



28. How Sir Launcelot met with Sir Carados bearing away Sir Gawaine, and of the rescue of Sir Gawaine.



29. Of the wedding of King Mark to La Beale Isoud, and of Bragwaine her maid, and of Palamides.



30. How Palamides demanded Queen Isoud, and how Lambegus rode after to rescue her, and of the escape of Isoud.



31. How Sir Tristram rode after Palamides, and how he found him and fought with him, and by the means of Isoud the battle ceased.



32. How Sir Tristram brought Queen Isoud home, and of the debate of King Mark and Sir Tristram.



33. How Sir Lamorak jousted with thirty knights, and Sir Tristram at the request of King Mark smote his horse down.



34. How Sir Lamorak sent an horn to King Mark in despite of Sir Tristram, and how Sir Tristram was driven into a chapel.



35. How Sir Tristram was holpen by his men, and of Queen Isoud which was put in a lazar-cote, and how Tristram was hurt.



36. How Sir Tristram served in war King Howel of Brittany, and slew his adversary in the field.



37. How Sir Suppinabiles told Sir Tristram how he was defamed in the court of King Arthur, and of Sir Lamorak.



38. How Sir Tristram and his wife arrived in Wales, and how he met there with Sir Lamorak.



39. How Sir Tristram fought with Sir Nabon, and overcame him, and made Sir Segwarides lord of the isle.



40. How Sir Lamorak departed from Sir Tristram, and how he met with Sir Frol, and after with Sir Launcelot.



41. How Sir Lamorak slew Sir Frol, and of the courteous fighting with Sir Belliance his brother.



Book IX



1. How a young man came into the court of King Arthur, and how Sir Kay called him in scorn La Cote Male Taile.



2. How a damosel came into the court and desired a knight to take on him an enquest, which La Cote Male Taile emprised.



3. How La Cote Male Taile overthrew Sir Dagonet the king’s fool, and of the rebuke that he had of the damosel.



4. How La Cote Male Taile fought against an hundred knights, and how he escaped by the mean of a lady.



5. How Sir Launcelot came to the court and heard of La Cote Male Taile, and how he followed after him, and how La Cote Male Taile was prisoner.



6. How Sir Launcelot fought with six knights, and after with Sir Brian, and how he delivered the prisoners.



7. How Sir Launcelot met with the damosel named Male disant, and named her the Damosel Bienpensant.



8. How La Cote Male Taile was taken prisoner, and after rescued by Sir Launcelot, and how Sir Launcelot overcame four brethren.



9. How Sir Launcelot made La Cote Male Taile lord of the Castle of Pendragon, and after was made knight of the Round Table.



10. How La Beale Isoud sent letters to Sir Tristram by her maid Bragwaine, and of divers adventures of Sir Tristram.



11. How Sir Tristram met with Sir Lamorak de Galis, and how they fought, and after accorded never to fight together.



12. How Sir Palomides followed the Questing Beast, and smote down Sir Tristram and Sir Lamorak with one spear.



13. How Sir Lamorak met with Sir Meliagaunce, and fought together for the beauty of Dame Guenever.



14. How Sir Meliagaunce told for what cause they fought, and how Sir Lamorak jousted with King Arthur.



15. How Sir Kay met with Sir Tristram, and after of the shame spoken of the knights of Cornwall, and how they jousted.



16. How King Arthur was brought into the Forest Perilous, and how Sir Tristram saved his life.



17. How Sir Tristram came to La Beale Isoud, and how Kehydius began to love Beale Isoud, and of a letter that Tristram found.



18. How Sir Tristram departed from Tintagil, and how he sorrowed and was so long in a forest till he was out of his mind.



19. How Sir Tristram soused Dagonet in a well, and how Palomides sent a damosel to seek Tristram, and how Palomides met with King Mark.



20. How it was noised how Sir Tristram was dead, and how La Beale Isoud would have slain herself.



21. How King Mark found Sir Tristram naked, and made him to be borne home to Tintagil, and how he was there known by a brachet.



22. How King Mark, by the advice of his council, banished Sir Tristram out of Cornwall the term of ten years.



23. How a damosel sought help to help Sir Launcelot against thirty knights, and how Sir Tristram fought with them.



24. How Sir Tristram and Sir Dinadan came to a lodging where they must joust with two knights.



25. How Sir Tristram jousted with Sir Kay and Sir Sagramore le Desirous, and how Sir Gawaine turned Sir Tristram from Morgan le Fay.



26. How Sir Tristram and Sir Gawaine rode to have foughten with the thirty knights, but they durst not come out.



27. How damosel Bragwaine found Tristram sleeping by a well, and how she delivered letters to him from La Beale Isoud.



28. How Sir Tristram had a fall with Sir Palomides, and how Launcelot overthrew two knights.



29. How Sir Launcelot jousted with Palomides and overthrew him, and after he was assailed with twelve knights.



30. How Sir Tristram behaved him the first day of the tournament, and there he had the prize.



31. How Sir Tristram returned against King Arthur’s party because he saw Sir Palomides on that party.



32. How Sir Tristram found Palomides by a well, and brought him with him to his lodging.



33. How Sir Tristram smote down Sir Palomides, and how he jousted with King Arthur, and other feats.



34. How Sir Launcelot hurt Sir Tristram, and how after Sir Tristram smote down Sir Palomides.



35. How the prize of the third day was given to Sir Launcelot, and Sir Launcelot gave it to Sir Tristram.



36. How Palomides came to the castle where Sir Tristram was, and of the quest that Sir Launcelot and ten knights made for Sir Tristram.



37. How Sir Tristram, Sir Palomides, and Sir Dinadan were taken and put in prison.



38. How King Mark was sorry for the good renown of Sir Tristram. Some of King Arthur’s knights jousted with knights of Cornwall.



39. Of the treason of King Mark, and how Sir Gaheris smote him down and Andred his cousin.



40. How after that Sir Tristram, Sir Palomides, and Sir Dinadan had been long in prison they were delivered.



41. How Sir Dinadan rescued a lady from Sir Breuse Saunce Pite, and how Sir Tristram received a shield of Morgan le Fay.



42. How Sir Tristram took with him the shield, and also how he slew the paramour of Morgan le Fay.



43. How Morgan le Fay buried her paramour, and how Sir Tristram praised Sir Launcelot and his kin.



44. How Sir Tristram at a tournament bare the shield that Morgan le Fay delivered to him.



Book X



1. How Sir Tristram jousted, and smote down King Arthur, because he told him not the cause why he bare that shield.



2. How Sir Tristram saved Sir Palomides’ life, and how they promised to fight together within a fortnight.



3. How Sir Tristram sought a strong knight that had smitten him down, and many other knights of the Round Table.



4. How Sir Tristram smote down Sir Sagramore le Desirous and Sir Dodinas le Savage.



5. How Sir Tristram met at the peron with Sir Launcelot, and how they fought together unknown.



6. How Sir Launcelot brought Sir Tristram to the court, and of the great joy that the king and other made for the coming of Sir Tristram.



7. How for the despite of Sir Tristram King Mark came with two knights into England, and how he slew one of the knights.



8. How King Mark came to a fountain where he found Sir Lamorak complaining for the love of King Lot’s wife.



9. How King Mark, Sir Lamorak, and Sir Dinadan came to a castle, and how King Mark was known there.



10. How Sir Berluse met with King Mark, and how Sir Dinadan took his part.



11. How King Mark mocked Sir Dinadan, and how they met with six knights of the Round Table.



12. How the six knights sent Sir Dagonet to joust with King Mark, and how King Mark refused him.



13. How Sir Palomides by adventure met King Mark flying, and how he overthrew Dagonet and other knights.



14. How King Mark and Sir Dinadan heard Sir Palomides making great sorrow and mourning for La Beale Isoud.



15. How King Mark had slain Sir Amant wrongfully tofore King Arthur, and Sir Launcelot fetched King Mark to King Arthur.



16. How Sir Dinadan told Sir Palomides of the battle between Sir Launcelot and Sir Tristam.



17. How Sir Lamorak jousted with divers knights of the castle wherein was Morgan le Fay.



18. How Sir Palomides would have jousted for Sir Lamorak with the knights of the castle.



19. How Sir Lamorak jousted with Sir Palomides, and hurt him grievously.



20. How it was told Sir Launcelot that Dagonet chased King Mark, and how a knight overthrew him and six knights.



21. How King Arthur let do cry a jousts, and how Sir Lamorak came in, and overthrew Sir Gawaine and many other.



22. How King Arthur made King Mark to be accorded with Sir Tristram, and how they departed toward Cornwall.



23. How Sir Percivale was made knight of King Arthur, and how a dumb maid spake, and brought him to the Round Table.



24. How Sir Lamorak visited King Lot’s wife, and how Sir Gaheris slew her which was his own mother.



25. How Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred met with a knight fleeing, and how they both were overthrown, and of Sir Dinadan.



26. How King Arthur, the Queen, and Launcelot received letters out of Cornwall, and of the answer again.



27. How Sir Launcelot was wroth with the letter that he received from King Mark, and of Dinadan which made a lay of King Mark.



28. How Sir Tristram was hurt, and of a war made to King Mark; and of Sir Tristram how he promised to rescue him.



29. How Sir Tristram overcame the battle, and how Elias desired a man to fight body for body.



30. How Sir Elias and Sir Tristram fought together for the truage, and how Sir Tristram slew Elias in the field.



31. How at a great feast that King Mark made an harper came and sang the lay that Dinadan had made.



32. How King Mark slew by treason his brother Boudwin, for good service that he had done to him.



33. How Anglides, Boudwin’s wife, escaped with her young son, Alisander le Orphelin, and came to the Castle of Arundel.



34. How Anglides gave the bloody doublet to Alisander, her son, the same day that he was made knight, and the charge withal.



35. How it was told to King Mark of Sir Alisander, and how he would have slain Sir Sadok for saving his life.



36. How Sir Alisander won the prize at a tournament, and of Morgan le Fay: and how he fought with Sir Malgrin, and slew him.



37. How Queen Morgan le Fay had Alisander in her castle, and how she healed his wounds.



38. How Alisander was delivered from Queen Morgan le Fay by the means of a damosel.



39. How Alisander met with Alice la Beale Pilgrim, and how he jousted with two knights; and after of him and of Sir Mordred.



40. How Sir Galahalt did do cry a jousts in Surluse, and Queen Guenever’s knights should joust against all that would come.



41. How Sir Launcelot fought in the tournament, and how Sir Palomides did arms there for a damosel.



42. How Sir Galahalt and Palomides fought together, and of Sir Dinadan and Sir Galahalt.



43. How Sir Archade appealed Sir Palomides of treason, and how Sir Palomides slew him.



44. Of the third day, and how Sir Palomides jousted with Sir Lamorak, and other things.



45. Of the fourth day, and of many great feats of arms.



46. Of the Fifth day, and how Sir Lamorak behaved him.



47. How Sir Palomides fought with Corsabrin for a lady, and how Palomides slew Corsabrin.



48. Of the sixth day, and what then was done.



49. Of the seventh battle, and how Sir Launcelot, being disguised like a maid, smote down Sir Dinadan.



50. How by treason Sir Tristram was brought to a tournament for to have been slain, and how he was put in prison.



51. How King Mark let do counterfeit letters from the Pope, and how Sir Percivale delivered Sir Tristram out of prison.



52. How Sir Tristram and La Beale Isoud came unto England, and how Sir Launcelot brought them to Joyous Gard.



53. How by the counsel of La Beale Isoud Sir Tristram rode armed, and how he met with Sir Palomides.



54. Of Sir Palomides, and how he met with Sir Bleoberis and with Sir Ector, and of Sir Pervivale.



55. How Sir Tristram met with Sir Dinadan, and of their devices, and what he said to Sir Gawaine’s brethren.



56. How Sir Tristram smote down Sir Agravaine and Sir Gaheris, and how Sir Dinadan was sent for by La Beale Isoud.



57. How Sir Dinadan met with Sir Tristram, and with jousting with Sir Palomides, Sir Dinadan knew him.



58. How they approached the Castle Lonazep, and of other devices of the death of Sir Lamorak.



59. How they came to Humber bank, and how they found a ship there, wherein lay the body of King Hermance.



60. How Sir Tristram with his fellowship came and were with an host which after fought with Sir Tristram; and other matters.



61. How Palomides went for to fight with two brethren for the death of King Hermance.



62. The copy of the letter written for to revenge the king’s death, and how Sir Palomides fought for to have the battle.



63. Of the preparation of Sir Palomides and the two brethren that should fight with him.



64. Of the battle between Sir Palomides and the two brethren, and how the two brethren were slain.



65. How Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides met Breuse Saunce Pite, and how Sir Tristram and La Beale Isoud went unto Lonazep.



66. How Sir Palomides jousted with Sir Galihodin, and after with Sir Gawaine, and smote them down.



67. How Sir Tristram and his fellowship came into the tournament of Lonazep; and of divers jousts and matters.



68. How Sir Tristram and his fellowship jousted, and of the noble feats that they did in that tourneying.



69. How Sir Tristram was unhorsed and smitten down by Sir Launcelot, and after that Sir Tristram smote down King Arthur.



70. How Sir Tristram changed his harness and it was all red, and how he demeaned him, and how Sir Palomides slew Launcelot’s horse.



71. How Sir Launcelot said to Sir Palomides, and how the prize of that day was given unto Sir Palomides.



72. How Sir Dinadan provoked Sir Tristram to do well.



73. How King Arthur and Sir Lancelot came to see La Beale Isoud, and how Palomides smote down King Arthur.



74. How the second day Palomides forsook Sir Tristram, and went to the contrary part against him.



75. How Sir Tristram departed of the field, and awaked Sir Dinadan, and changed his array into black.



76. How Sir Palomides changed his shield and his armour for to hurt Sir Tristram, and how Sir Launcelot did to Sir Tristram.



77. How Sir Tristram departed with La Beale Isoud, and how Palomides followed and excused him.



78. How King Arthur and Sir Launcelot came unto their pavilions as they sat at supper, and of Sir Palomides.



79. How Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides did the next day, and how King Arthur was unhorsed.



80. How Sir Tristram turned to King Arthur’s side, and how Palomides would not.



81. How Sir Bleoberis and Sir Ector reported to Queen Guenever of the beauty of La Beale Isoud.



82. How Epinogris complained by a well, and how Sir Palomides came and found him, and of their both sorrowing.



83. How Sir Palomides brought Sir Epinogris his lady; and how Sir Palomides and Sir Safere were assailed.



84. How Sir Palomides and Sir Safere conducted Sir Epinogris to his castle, and of other adventures.



85. How Sir Tristram made him ready to rescue Sir Palomides, but Sir Launcelot rescued him or he came.



86. How Sir Tristram and Launcelot, with Palomides, came to joyous Gard; and of Palomides and Sir Tristram.



87. How there was a day set between Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides for to fight, and how Sir Tristram was hurt.



88. How Sir Palomides kept his day to have foughten, but Sir Tristram might not come; and other things.



Book XI



1. How Sir Launcelot rode on his adventure, and how he holp a dolorous lady from her pain, and how that he fought with a dragon.



2. How Sir Launcelot came to Pelles, and of the Sangreal, and of Elaine, King Pelles’ daughter.



3. How Sir Launcelot was displeased when he knew that he had lain by Dame Elaine, and how she was delivered of Galahad.



4. How Sir Bors came to Dame Elaine and saw Galahad, and how he was fed with the Sangreal.



5. How Sir Bors made Sir Pedivere to yield him, and of marvellous adventures that he had, and how he achieved them.



6. How Sir Bors departed; and how Sir Launcelot was rebuked of Queen Guenever, and of his excuse.



7. How Dame Elaine, Galahad’s mother, came in great estate unto Camelot, and how Sir Launcelot behaved him there.



8. How Dame Brisen by enchantment brought Sir Launcelot to Dame Elaine’s bed, and how Queen Guenever rebuked him.



9. How Dame Elaine was commanded by Queen Guenever to avoid the court, and how Sir Launcelot became mad.



10. What sorrow Queen Guenever made for Sir Launcelot, and how he was sought by knights of his kin.



11. How a servant of Sir Aglovale’s was slain, and what vengeance Sir Aglovale and Sir Percivale did therefore.



12. How Sir Pervivale departed secretly from his brother, and how he loosed a knight bound with a chain, and of other doings.



13. How Sir Percivale met with Sir Ector, and how they fought long, and each had almost slain other.



14. How by miracle they were both made whole by the coming of the holy vessel of Sangreal.



Book XII



1. How Sir Launcelot in his madness took a sword and fought with a knight, and leapt in a bed.



2. How Sir Lancelot was carried in an horse litter, and how Sir Launcelot rescued Sir Bliant, his host.



3. How Sir Launcelot fought against a boar and slew him, and how he was hurt, and brought unto an hermitage.



4. How Sir Launcelot was known by Dame Elaine, and was borne into a chamber and after healed by the Sangreal.



5. How Sir Launcelot, after that he was whole and had his mind, he was ashamed, and how that Elaine desired a castle for him.



6. How Sir Launcelot came into the joyous Isle, and there he named himself Le Chevaler Mal Fet.



7. Of a great tourneying in the Joyous Isle, and how Sir Pervivale and Sir Ector came thither, and Sir Percivale fought with him.



8. How each of them knew other, and of their great courtesy, and how his brother Sir Ector came unto him, and of their joy.



9. How Sir Bors and Sir Lionel came to King Brandegore, and how Sir Bors took his son Helin le Blank, and of Sir Launcelot.



10. How Sir Launcelot with Sir Percivale and Sir Ector came to the court, and of the great joy of him.



11. How La Beale Isoud counselled Sir Tristram to go unto the court, to the great feast of Pentecost.



12. How Sir Tristram departed unarmed and met with Sir Palomides, and how they smote each other, and how Sir Palomides forbare him.



13. How that Sir Tristram gat him harness of a knight which was hurt, and how he overthrew Sir Palomides.



14. How Sir Tristram and Sir Palomides fought long together, and after accorded, and how Sir Tristram made him to be christened.



Book XIII



1. How at the vigil of the Feast of Pentecost entered into the hall before King Arthur a damosel, and desired Sir Launcelot for to come and dub a knight, and how he went with her.



2. How the letters were found written in the Siege Perilous and of the marvellous adventure of the sword in a stone.



3. How Sir Gawaine assayed to draw out the sword, and how an old man brought in Galahad.



4. How the old man brought Galahad to the Siege Perilous and set him therein, and how all the knights marvelled.



5. How King Arthur shewed the stone hoving on the water to Galahad, and how he drew out the sword.



6. How King Arthur had all the knights together for to joust in the meadow beside Camelot or they departed.



7. How the queen desired to see Galahad; and how after, all the knights were replenished with the Holy Sangreal, and how they avowed the enquest of the same.



8. How great sorrow was made of the king and the queen and ladies for the departing of the knights, and how they departed.



9. How Galahad gat him a shield, and how they sped that presumed to take down the said shield.



10. How Galahad departed with the shield, and how King Evelake had received the shield of Joseph of Aramathie.



11. How Joseph made a cross on the white shield with his blood, and how Galahad was by a monk brought to a tomb.



12. Of the marvel that Sir Galahad saw and heard in the tomb, and how he made Melias knight.



13. Of the adventure that Melias had, and how Galahad revenged him, and how Melias was carried into an abbey.



14. How Sir Galahad departed, and how he was commanded to go to the Castle of Maidens to destroy the wicked custom.



15. How Sir Galahad fought with the knights of the castle, and destroyed the wicked custom.



16. How Sir Gawaine came to the abbey for to follow Galahad, and how he was shriven to a hermit.



17. How Sir Galahad met with Sir Launcelot and Sir Percivale, and smote them down, and departed from them.



18. How Sir Launcelot, half sleeping and half waking, saw a sick man borne in a litter, and how he was healed with the Sangreal.



19. How a voice spake to Sir Launcelot, and how he found his horse and his helm borne away, and after went afoot.



20. How Sir Launcelot was shriven, and what sorrow he made and of the good ensamples which were shewed him.



Book XIV



1. How Sir Percivale came to a recluse and asked counsel, and how she told him that she was his aunt.



2. How Merlin likened the Round Table to the world, and how the knights that should achieve the Sangreal should be known.



3. How Sir Percivale came into a monastery, where he found King Evelake, which was an old man.



4. How Sir Percivale saw many men of arms bearing a dead knight, and how he fought against them.



5. How a yeoman desired him to get again an horse, and how Sir Percivale’s hackney was slain, and how he gat an horse.



6. Of the great danger that Sir Percivale was in by his horse, and how he saw a serpent and a lion fight.



7. Of the vision that Sir Percivale saw, and how his vision was expounded, and of his lion.



8. How Sir Percivale saw a ship coming to him-ward, and how the lady of the ship told him of her disheritance.



9. How Sir Percivale promised her help, and how he required her of love, and how he was saved from the fiend.



10. How Sir Percivale for penance rove himself through the thigh; and how she was known for the devil.



Book XV



1. How Sir Launcelot came to a chapel, where he found dead, in a white shirt, a man of religion, of an hundred winter old.



2. Of a dead man, how men would have hewn him, and it would not be, and how Sir Launcelot took the hair of the dead man.



3. Of an advision that Sir Launcelot had, and how he told it to an hermit, and desired counsel of him.



4. How the hermit expounded to Sir Launcelot his advision, and told him that Sir Galahad was his son.



5. How Sir Launcelot jousted with many knights, and how he was taken.



6. How Sir Launcelot told his advision to a woman, and how she expounded it to him.



Book XVI



1. How Sir Gawaine was nigh weary of the quest of the Sangreal, and of his marvellous dream.



2. Of the advision of Sir Ector, and how he jousted with Sir Uwaine les Avoutres, his sworn brother.



3. How Sir Gawaine and Sir Ector came to an hermitage to be confessed, and how they told to the hermit their advisions.



4. How the hermit expounded their advision.



5. Of the good counsel that the hermit gave to them.



6. How Sir Bors met with an hermit, and how he was confessed to him, and of his penance enjoined to him.



7. How Sir Bors was lodged with a lady, and how he took upon him for to fight against a champion for her land.



8. Of an advision which Sir Bors had that night, and how he fought and overcame his adversary.



9. How the lady was returned to her lands by the battle of Sir Bors, and of his departing, and how he met Sir Lionel taken and beaten with thorns, and also of a maid which should have been devoured.



10. How Sir Bors left to rescue his brother, and rescued the damosel; and how it was told him that Lionel was dead.



11. How Sir Bors told his dream to a priest, which he had dreamed, and of the counsel that the priest gave to him.



12. How the devil in a woman’s likeness would have had Sir Bors to have lain by her, and how by God’s grace he escaped.



13. Of the holy communication of an Abbot to Sir Bors, and how the Abbot counselled him.



14. How Sir Bors met with his brother Sir Lionel, and how Sir Lionel would have slain Sir Bors.



15. How Sir Colgrevance fought against Sir Lionel for to save Sir Bors, and how the hermit was slain.



16. How Sir Lionel slew Sir Colgrevance, and how after he would have slain Sir Bors.



17. How there came a voice which charged Sir Bors to touch him not, and of a cloud that came between them.



Book XVII
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Chapter I.

  How Uther Pendragon sent for the duke of Cornwall and Igraine his wife, and of their departing suddenly again.
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It befell in the days of Uther Pendragon, when he was king of all England, and so reigned, that there was a mighty duke in Cornwall that held war against him long time. And the duke was called the Duke of Tintagil. And so by means King Uther sent for this duke, charging him to bring his wife with him, for she was called a fair lady, and a passing wise, and her name was called Igraine.

So when the duke and his wife were come unto the king, by the means of great lords they were accorded both. The king liked and loved this lady well, and he made them great cheer out of measure, and desired to have lain by her. But she was a passing good woman, and would not assent unto the king. And then she told the duke her husband, and said, I suppose that we were sent for that I should be dishonoured; wherefore, husband, I counsel you, that we depart from hence suddenly, that we may ride all night unto our own castle. And in like wise as she said so they departed, that neither the king nor none of his council were ware of their departing. All so soon as King Uther knew of their departing so suddenly, he was wonderly wroth. Then he called to him his privy council, and told them of the sudden departing of the duke and his wife.

Then they advised the king to send for the duke and his wife by a great charge; and if he will not come at your summons, then may ye do your best, then have ye cause to make mighty war upon him. So that was done, and the messengers had their answers; and that was this shortly, that neither he nor his wife would not come at him.

Then was the king wonderly wroth. And then the king sent him plain word again, and bade him be ready and stuff him and garnish him, for within forty days he would fetch him out of the biggest castle that he hath.

When the duke had this warning, anon he went and furnished and garnished two strong castles of his, of the which the one hight Tintagil, and the other castle hight Terrabil. So his wife Dame Igraine he put in the castle of Tintagil, and himself he put in the castle of Terrabil, the which had many issues and posterns out. Then in all haste came Uther with a great host, and laid a siege about the castle of Terrabil. And there he pight many pavilions, and there was great war made on both parties, and much people slain. Then for pure anger and for great love of fair Igraine the king Uther fell sick. So came to the king Uther Sir Ulfius, a noble knight, and asked the king why he was sick. I shall tell thee, said the king, I am sick for anger and for love of fair Igraine, that I may not be whole. Well, my lord, said Sir Ulfius, I shall seek Merlin, and he shall do you remedy, that your heart shall be pleased. So Ulfius departed, and by adventure he met Merlin in a beggar’s array, and there Merlin asked Ulfius whom he sought. And he said he had little ado to tell him. Well, said Merlin, I know whom thou seekest, for thou seekest Merlin; therefore seek no farther, for I am he; and if King Uther will well reward me, and be sworn unto me to fulfil my desire, that shall be his honour and profit more than mine; for I shall cause him to have all his desire. All this will I undertake, said Ulfius, that there shall be nothing reasonable but thou shalt have thy desire. Well, said Merlin, he shall have his intent and desire. And therefore, said Merlin, ride on your way, for I will not be long behind.



Chapter II.

  How Uther Pendragon made war on the duke of Cornwall, and how by the mean of Merlin he lay by the duchess and gat Arthur.
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Then Ulfius was glad, and rode on more than a pace till that he came to King Uther Pendragon, and told him he had met with Merlin. Where is he? said the king. Sir, said Ulfius, he will not dwell long. Therewithal Ulfius was ware where Merlin stood at the porch of the pavilion’s door. And then Merlin was bound to come to the king. When King Uther saw him, he said he was welcome. Sir, said Merlin, I know all your heart every deal; so ye will be sworn unto me as ye be a true king anointed, to fulfil my desire, ye shall have your desire. Then the king was sworn upon the Four Evangelists. Sir, said Merlin, this is my desire: the first night that ye shall lie by Igraine ye shall get a child on her, and when that is born, that it shall be delivered to me for to nourish there as I will have it; for it shall be your worship, and the child’s avail, as mickle as the child is worth. I will well, said the king, as thou wilt have it. Now make you ready, said Merlin, this night ye shall lie with Igraine in the castle of Tintagil; and ye shall be like the duke her husband, Ulfius shall be like Sir Brastias, a knight of the duke’s, and I will be like a knight that hight Sir Jordanus, a knight of the duke’s. But wait ye make not many questions with her nor her men, but say ye are diseased, and so hie you to bed, and rise not on the morn till I come to you, for the castle of Tintagil is but ten miles hence; so this was done as they devised. But the duke of Tintagil espied how the king rode from the siege of Terrabil, and therefore that night he issued out of the castle at a postern for to have distressed the king’s host. And so, through his own issue, the duke himself was slain or ever the king came at the castle of Tintagil.

So after the death of the duke, King Uther lay with Igraine more than three hours after his death, and begat on her that night Arthur, and on day came Merlin to the king, and bade him make him ready, and so he kissed the lady Igraine and departed in all haste. But when the lady heard tell of the duke her husband, and by all record he was dead or ever King Uther came to her, then she marvelled who that might be that lay with her in likeness of her lord; so she mourned privily and held her peace. Then all the barons by one assent prayed the king of accord betwixt the lady Igraine and him; the king gave them leave, for fain would he have been accorded with her. So the king put all the trust in Ulfius to entreat between them, so by the entreaty at the last the king and she met together. Now will we do well, said Ulfius, our king is a lusty knight and wifeless, and my lady Igraine is a passing fair lady; it were great joy unto us all, an it might please the king to make her his queen. Unto that they all well accorded and moved it to the king. And anon, like a lusty knight, he assented thereto with good will, and so in all haste they were married in a morning with great mirth and joy.

And King Lot of Lothian and of Orkney then wedded Margawse that was Gawaine’s mother, and King Nentres of the land of Garlot wedded Elaine. All this was done at the request of King Uther. And the third sister Morgan le Fay was put to school in a nunnery, and there she learned so much that she was a great clerk of necromancy. And after she was wedded to King Uriens of the land of Gore, that was Sir Ewain’s le Blanchemain’s father.
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  Of the birth of King Arthur and of his nurture.
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Then Queen Igraine waxed daily greater and greater, so it befell after within half a year, as King Uther lay by his queen, he asked her, by the faith she owed to him, whose was the child within her body; then she sore abashed to give answer. Dismay you not, said the king, but tell me the truth, and I shall love you the better, by the faith of my body. Sir, said she, I shall tell you the truth. The same night that my lord was dead, the hour of his death, as his knights record, there came into my castle of Tintagil a man like my lord in speech and in countenance, and two knights with him in likeness of his two knights Brastias and Jordanus, and so I went unto bed with him as I ought to do with my lord, and the same night, as I shall answer unto God, this child was begotten upon me. That is truth, said the king, as ye say; for it was I myself that came in the likeness, and therefore dismay you not, for I am father of the child; and there he told her all the cause, how it was by Merlin’s counsel. Then the queen made great joy when she knew who was the father of her child.

Soon came Merlin unto the king, and said, Sir, ye must purvey you for the nourishing of your child. As thou wilt, said the king, be it. Well, said Merlin, I know a lord of yours in this land, that is a passing true man and a faithful, and he shall have the nourishing of your child, and his name is Sir Ector, and he is a lord of fair livelihood in many parts in England and Wales; and this lord, Sir Ector, let him be sent for, for to come and speak with you, and desire him yourself, as he loveth you, that he will put his own child to nourishing to another woman, and that his wife nourish yours. And when the child is born let it be delivered to me at yonder privy postern unchristened. So like as Merlin devised it was done. And when Sir Ector was come he made fiaunce to the king for to nourish the child like as the king desired; and there the king granted Sir Ector great rewards. Then when the lady was delivered, the king commanded two knights and two ladies to take the child, bound in a cloth of gold, and that ye deliver him to what poor man ye meet at the postern gate of the castle. So the child was delivered unto Merlin, and so he bare it forth unto Sir Ector, and made an holy man to christen him, and named him Arthur; and so Sir Ector’s wife nourished him with her own pap.



Chapter IV.

  Of the death of King Uther Pendragon.
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Then within two years King Uther fell sick of a great malady. And in the meanwhile his enemies usurped upon him, and did a great battle upon his men, and slew many of his people. Sir, said Merlin, ye may not lie so as ye do, for ye must to the field though ye ride on an horse-litter: for ye shall never have the better of your enemies but if your person be there, and then shall ye have the victory. So it was done as Merlin had devised, and they carried the king forth in an horse-litter with a great host towards his enemies. And at St. Albans there met with the king a great host of the North. And that day Sir Ulfius and Sir Brastias did great deeds of arms, and King Uther’s men overcame the Northern battle and slew many people, and put the remnant to flight. And then the king returned unto London, and made great joy of his victory. And then he fell passing sore sick, so that three days and three nights he was speechless: wherefore all the barons made great sorrow, and asked Merlin what counsel were best. There is none other remedy, said Merlin, but God will have his will. But look ye all barons be before King Uther to-morn, and God and I shall make him to speak. So on the morn all the barons with Merlin came tofore the king; then Merlin said aloud unto King Uther, Sir, shall your son Arthur be king after your days, of this realm with all the appurtenance? Then Uther Pendragon turned him, and said in hearing of them all, I give him God’s blessing and mine, and bid him pray for my soul, and righteously and worshipfully that he claim the crown, upon forfeiture of my blessing; and therewith he yielded up the ghost, and then was he interred as longed to a king. Wherefore the queen, fair Igraine, made great sorrow, and all the barons.



Chapter V.

  How Arthur was chosen king, and of wonders and marvels of a sword taken out of a stone by the said Arthur.
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Then stood the realm in great jeopardy long while, for every lord that was mighty of men made him strong, and many weened to have been king. Then Merlin went to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and counselled him for to send for all the lords of the realm, and all the gentlemen of arms, that they should to London come by Christmas, upon pain of cursing; and for this cause, that Jesus, that was born on that night, that he would of his great mercy show some miracle, as he was come to be king of mankind, for to show some miracle who should be rightwise king of this realm. So the Archbishop, by the advice of Merlin, sent for all the lords and gentlemen of arms that they should come by Christmas even unto London. And many of them made them clean of their life, that their prayer might be the more acceptable unto God. So in the greatest church of London, whether it were Paul’s or not the French book maketh no mention, all the estates were long or day in the church for to pray. And when matins and the first mass was done, there was seen in the churchyard, against the high altar, a great stone four square, like unto a marble stone; and in midst thereof was like an anvil of steel a foot on high, and therein stuck a fair sword naked by the point, and letters there were written in gold about the sword that said thus:— Whoso pulleth out this sword of this stone and anvil, is rightwise king born of all England. Then the people marvelled, and told it to the Archbishop. I command, said the Archbishop, that ye keep you within your church and pray unto God still, that no man touch the sword till the high mass be all done. So when all masses were done all the lords went to behold the stone and the sword. And when they saw the scripture some assayed, such as would have been king. But none might stir the sword nor move it. He is not here, said the Archbishop, that shall achieve the sword, but doubt not God will make him known. But this is my counsel, said the Archbishop, that we let purvey ten knights, men of good fame, and they to keep this sword. So it was ordained, and then there was made a cry, that every man should assay that would, for to win the sword. And upon New Year’s Day the barons let make a jousts and a tournament, that all knights that would joust or tourney there might play, and all this was ordained for to keep the lords together and the commons, for the Archbishop trusted that God would make him known that should win the sword.

So upon New Year’s Day, when the service was done, the barons rode unto the field, some to joust and some to tourney, and so it happened that Sir Ector, that had great livelihood about London, rode unto the jousts, and with him rode Sir Kay his son, and young Arthur that was his nourished brother; and Sir Kay was made knight at All Hallowmass afore. So as they rode to the joustsward, Sir Kay lost his sword, for he had left it at his father’s lodging, and so he prayed young Arthur for to ride for his sword. I will well, said Arthur, and rode fast after the sword, and when he came home, the lady and all were out to see the jousting. Then was Arthur wroth, and said to himself, I will ride to the churchyard, and take the sword with me that sticketh in the stone, for my brother Sir Kay shall not be without a sword this day. So when he came to the churchyard, Sir Arthur alighted and tied his horse to the stile, and so he went to the tent, and found no knights there, for they were at the jousting. And so he handled the sword by the handles, and lightly and fiercely pulled it out of the stone, and took his horse and rode his way until he came to his brother Sir Kay, and delivered him the sword. And as soon as Sir Kay saw the sword, he wist well it was the sword of the stone, and so he rode to his father Sir Ector, and said: Sir, lo here is the sword of the stone, wherefore I must be king of this land. When Sir Ector beheld the sword, he returned again and came to the church, and there they alighted all three, and went into the church. And anon he made Sir Kay swear upon a book how he came to that sword. Sir, said Sir Kay, by my brother Arthur, for he brought it to me. How gat ye this sword? said Sir Ector to Arthur. Sir, I will tell you. When I came home for my brother’s sword, I found nobody at home to deliver me his sword; and so I thought my brother Sir Kay should not be swordless, and so I came hither eagerly and pulled it out of the stone without any pain. Found ye any knights about this sword? said Sir Ector. Nay, said Arthur. Now, said Sir Ector to Arthur, I understand ye must be king of this land. Wherefore I, said Arthur, and for what cause? Sir, said Ector, for God will have it so; for there should never man have drawn out this sword, but he that shall be rightwise king of this land. Now let me see whether ye can put the sword there as it was, and pull it out again. That is no mastery, said Arthur, and so he put it in the stone; wherewithal Sir Ector assayed to pull out the sword and failed.



Chapter VI.

  How King Arthur pulled out the sword divers times.
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Now assay, said Sir Ector unto Sir Kay. And anon he pulled at the sword with all his might; but it would not be. Now shall ye assay, said Sir Ector to Arthur. I will well, said Arthur, and pulled it out easily. And therewithal Sir Ector knelt down to the earth, and Sir Kay. Alas, said Arthur, my own dear father and brother, why kneel ye to me? Nay, nay, my lord Arthur, it is not so; I was never your father nor of your blood, but I wot well ye are of an higher blood than I weened ye were. And then Sir Ector told him all, how he was betaken him for to nourish him, and by whose commandment, and by Merlin’s deliverance.

Then Arthur made great dole when he understood that Sir Ector was not his father. Sir, said Ector unto Arthur, will ye be my good and gracious lord when ye are king? Else were I to blame, said Arthur, for ye are the man in the world that I am most beholden to, and my good lady and mother your wife, that as well as her own hath fostered me and kept. And if ever it be God’s will that I be king as ye say, ye shall desire of me what I may do, and I shall not fail you; God forbid I should fail you Sir, said Sir Ector, I will ask no more of you, but that ye will make my son, your foster brother, Sir Kay, seneschal of all your lands. That shall be done, said Arthur, and more, by the faith of my body, that never man shall have that office but he, while he and I live Therewithal they went unto the Archbishop, and told him how the sword was achieved, and by whom; and on Twelfth-day all the barons came thither, and to assay to take the sword, who that would assay. But there afore them all, there might none take it out but Arthur; wherefore there were many lords wroth, and said it was great shame unto them all and the realm, to be overgoverned with a boy of no high blood born. And so they fell out at that time that it was put off till Candlemas and then all the barons should meet there again; but always the ten knights were ordained to watch the sword day and night, and so they set a pavilion over the stone and the sword, and five always watched. So at Candlemas many more great lords came thither for to have won the sword, but there might none prevail. And right as Arthur did at Christmas, he did at Candlemas, and pulled out the sword easily, whereof the barons were sore aggrieved and put it off in delay till the high feast of Easter. And as Arthur sped before, so did he at Easter; yet there were some of the great lords had indignation that Arthur should be king, and put it off in a delay till the feast of Pentecost.

Then the Archbishop of Canterbury by Merlin’s providence let purvey then of the best knights that they might get, and such knights as Uther Pendragon loved best and most trusted in his days. And such knights were put about Arthur as Sir Baudwin of Britain, Sir Kay, Sir Ulfius, Sir Brastias. All these, with many other, were always about Arthur, day and night, till the feast of Pentecost.



Chapter VII.

  How King Arthur was crowned, and how he made officers.
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And at the feast of Pentecost all manner of men assayed to pull at the sword that would assay; but none might prevail but Arthur, and pulled it out afore all the lords and commons that were there, wherefore all the commons cried at once, We will have Arthur unto our king, we will put him no more in delay, for we all see that it is God’s will that he shall be our king, and who that holdeth against it, we will slay him. And therewithal they kneeled at once, both rich and poor, and cried Arthur mercy because they had delayed him so long, and Arthur forgave them, and took the sword between both his hands, and offered it upon the altar where the Archbishop was, and so was he made knight of the best man that was there. And so anon was the coronation made. And there was he sworn unto his lords and the commons for to be a true king, to stand with true justice from thenceforth the days of this life. Also then he made all lords that held of the crown to come in, and to do service as they ought to do. And many complaints were made unto Sir Arthur of great wrongs that were done since the death of King Uther, of many lands that were bereaved lords, knights, ladies, and gentlemen. Wherefore King Arthur made the lands to be given again unto them that owned them.

When this was done, that the king had stablished all the countries about London, then he let make Sir Kay seneschal of England; and Sir Baudwin of Britain was made constable; and Sir Ulfius was made chamberlain; and Sir Brastias was made warden to wait upon the north from Trent forwards, for it was that time the most party the king’s enemies. But within few years after Arthur won all the north, Scotland, and all that were under their obeissance. Also Wales, a part of it, held against Arthur, but he overcame them all, as he did the remnant, through the noble prowess of himself and his knights of the Round Table.
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Then the king removed into Wales, and let cry a great feast that it should be holden at Pentecost after the incoronation of him at the city of Carlion. Unto the feast came King Lot of Lothian and of Orkney, with five hundred knights with him. Also there came to the feast King Uriens of Gore with four hundred knights with him. Also there came to that feast King Nentres of Garlot, with seven hundred knights with him. Also there came to the feast the king of Scotland with six hundred knights with him, and he was but a young man. Also there came to the feast a king that was called the King with the Hundred Knights, but he and his men were passing well beseen at all points. Also there came the king of Carados with five hundred knights. And King Arthur was glad of their coming, for he weened that all the kings and knights had come for great love, and to have done him worship at his feast; wherefore the king made great joy, and sent the kings and knights great presents. But the kings would none receive, but rebuked the messengers shamefully, and said they had no joy to receive no gifts of a beardless boy that was come of low blood, and sent him word they would none of his gifts, but that they were come to give him gifts with hard swords betwixt the neck and the shoulders: and therefore they came thither, so they told to the messengers plainly, for it was great shame to all them to see such a boy to have a rule of so noble a realm as this land was. With this answer the messengers departed and told to King Arthur this answer. Wherefore, by the advice of his barons, he took him to a strong tower with five hundred good men with him. And all the kings aforesaid in a manner laid a siege tofore him, but King Arthur was well victualed. And within fifteen days there came Merlin among them into the city of Carlion. Then all the kings were passing glad of Merlin, and asked him, For what cause is that boy Arthur made your king? Sirs, said Merlin, I shall tell you the cause, for he is King Uther Pendragon’s son, born in wedlock, gotten on Igraine, the duke’s wife of Tintagil. Then is he a bastard, they said all. Nay, said Merlin, after the death of the duke, more than three hours, was Arthur begotten, and thirteen days after King Uther wedded Igraine; and therefore I prove him he is no bastard. And who saith nay, he shall be king and overcome all his enemies; and, or he die, he shall be long king of all England, and have under his obeissance Wales, Ireland, and Scotland, and more realms than I will now rehearse. Some of the kings had marvel of Merlin’s words, and deemed well that it should be as he said; and some of them laughed him to scorn, as King Lot; and more other called him a witch. But then were they accorded with Merlin, that King Arthur should come out and speak with the kings, and to come safe and to go safe, such surance there was made. So Merlin went unto King Arthur, and told him how he had done, and bade him fear not, but come out boldly and speak with them, and spare them not, but answer them as their king and chieftain; for ye shall overcome them all, whether they will or nill.
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Then King Arthur came out of his tower, and had under his gown a jesseraunt of double mail, and there went with him the Archbishop of Canterbury, and Sir Baudwin of Britain, and Sir Kay, and Sir Brastias: these were the men of most worship that were with him. And when they were met there was no meekness, but stout words on both sides; but always King Arthur answered them, and said he would make them to bow an he lived. Wherefore they departed with wrath, and King Arthur bade keep them well, and they bade the king keep him well. So the king returned him to the tower again and armed him and all his knights. What will ye do? said Merlin to the kings; ye were better for to stint, for ye shall not here prevail though ye were ten times so many. Be we well advised to be afeared of a dream-reader? said King Lot. With that Merlin vanished away, and came to King Arthur, and bade him set on them fiercely; and in the meanwhile there were three hundred good men, of the best that were with the kings, that went straight unto King Arthur, and that comforted him greatly. Sir, said Merlin to Arthur, fight not with the sword that ye had by miracle, till that ye see ye go unto the worse, then draw it out and do your best. So forthwithal King Arthur set upon them in their lodging. And Sir Baudwin, Sir Kay, and Sir Brastias slew on the right hand and on the left hand that it was marvel; and always King Arthur on horseback laid on with a sword, and did marvellous deeds of arms, that many of the kings had great joy of his deeds and hardiness.

Then King Lot brake out on the back side, and the King with the Hundred Knights, and King Carados, and set on Arthur fiercely behind him. With that Sir Arthur turned with his knights, and smote behind and before, and ever Sir Arthur was in the foremost press till his horse was slain underneath him. And therewith King Lot smote down King Arthur. With that his four knights received him and set him on horseback. Then he drew his sword Excalibur, but it was so bright in his enemies’ eyes, that it gave light like thirty torches. And therewith he put them aback, and slew much people. And then the commons of Carlion arose with clubs and staves and slew many knights; but all the kings held them together with their knights that were left alive, and so fled and departed. And Merlin came unto Arthur, and counselled him to follow them no further.
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So after the feast and journey, King Arthur drew him unto London, and so by the counsel of Merlin, the king let call his barons to council, for Merlin had told the king that the six kings that made war upon him would in all haste be awroke [2q]on him and on his lands. Wherefore the king asked counsel at them all. They could no counsel give, but said they were big enough. Ye say well, said Arthur; I thank you for your good courage, but will ye all that loveth me speak with Merlin? ye know well that he hath done much for me, and he knoweth many things, and when he is afore you, I would that ye prayed him heartily of his best advice. All the barons said they would pray him and desire him. So Merlin was sent for, and fair desired of all the barons to give them best counsel. I shall say you, said Merlin, I warn you all, your enemies are passing strong for you, and they are good men of arms as be alive, and by this time they have gotten to them four kings more, and a mighty duke; and unless that our king have more chivalry with him than he may make within the bounds of his own realm, an he fight with them in battle, he shall be overcome and slain. What were best to do in this cause? said all the barons. I shall tell you, said Merlin, mine advice; there are two brethren beyond the sea, and they be kings both, and marvellous good men of their hands; and that one hight King Ban of Benwick, and that other hight King Bors of Gaul, that is France. And on these two kings warreth a mighty man of men, the King Claudas, and striveth with them for a castle, and great war is betwixt them. But this Claudas is so mighty of goods whereof he getteth good knights, that he putteth these two kings most part to the worse; wherefore this is my counsel, that our king and sovereign lord send unto the kings Ban and Bors by two trusty knights with letters well devised, that an they will come and see King Arthur and his court, and so help him in his wars, that he will be sworn unto them to help them in their wars against King Claudas. Now, what say ye unto this counsel? said Merlin. This is well counselled, said the king and all the barons.

Right so in all haste there were ordained to go two knights on the message unto the two kings. So were there made letters in the pleasant wise according unto King Arthur’s desire. Ulfius and Brastias were made the messengers, and so rode forth well horsed and well armed and as the guise was that time, and so passed the sea and rode toward the city of Benwick. And there besides were eight knights that espied them, and at a strait passage they met with Ulfius and Brastias, and would have taken them prisoners; so they prayed them that they might pass, for they were messengers unto King Ban and Bors sent from King Arthur. Therefore, said the eight knights, ye shall die or be prisoners, for we be knights of King Claudas. And therewith two of them dressed their spears, and Ulfius and Brastias dressed their spears, and ran together with great raundom. And Claudas’ knights brake their spears, and theirs to-held and bare the two knights out of their saddles to the earth, and so left them lying, and rode their ways. And the other six knights rode afore to a passage to meet with them again, and so Ulfius and Brastias smote other two down, and so passed on their ways. And at the fourth passage there met two for two, and both were laid unto the earth; so there was none of the eight knights but he was sore hurt or bruised. And when they come to Benwick it fortuned there were both kings, Ban and Bors.

And when it was told the kings that there were come messengers, there were sent unto them two knights of worship, the one hight Lionses, lord of the country of Payarne, and Sir Phariance a worshipful knight. Anon they asked from whence they came, and they said from King Arthur, king of England; so they took them in their arms and made great joy each of other. But anon, as the two kings wist they were messengers of Arthur’s, there was made no tarrying, but forthwith they spake with the knights, and welcomed them in the faithfullest wise, and said they were most welcome unto them before all the kings living; and therewith they kissed the letters and delivered them. And when Ban and Bors understood the letters, then they were more welcome than they were before. And after the haste of the letters they gave them this answer, that they would fulfil the desire of King Arthur’s writing, and Ulfius and Brastias, tarry there as long as they would, they should have such cheer as might be made them in those marches. Then Ulfius and Brastias told the kings of the adventure at their passages of the eight knights. Ha! ah! said Ban and Bors, they were my good friends. I would I had wist of them; they should not have escaped so. So Ulfius and Brastias had good cheer and great gifts, as much as they might bear away; and had their answer by mouth and by writing, that those two kings would come unto Arthur in all the haste that they might. So the two knights rode on afore, and passed the sea, and came to their lord, and told him how they had sped, whereof King Arthur was passing glad. At what time suppose ye the two kings will be here? Sir, said they, afore All Hallowmass. Then the king let purvey for a great feast, and let cry a great jousts. And by All Hallowmass the two kings were come over the sea with three hundred knights well arrayed both for the peace and for the war. And King Arthur met with them ten mile out of London, and there was great joy as could be thought or made. And on All Hallowmass at the great feast, sat in the hall the three kings, and Sir Kay seneschal served in the hall, and Sir Lucas the butler, that was Duke Corneus’ son, and Sir Griflet, that was the son of Cardol, these three knights had the rule of all the service that served the kings. And anon, as they had washen and risen, all knights that would joust made them ready; by then they were ready on horseback there were seven hundred knights. And Arthur, Ban, and Bors, with the Archbishop of Canterbury, and Sir Ector, Kay’s father, they were in a place covered with cloth of gold like an hall, with ladies and gentlewomen, for to behold who did best, and thereon to give judgment.
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And King Arthur and the two kings let depart the seven hundred knights in two parties. And there were three hundred knights of the realm of Benwick and of Gaul turned on the other side. Then they dressed their shields, and began to couch their spears many good knights. So Griflet was the first that met with a knight, one Ladinas, and they met so eagerly that all men had wonder; and they so fought that their shields fell to pieces, and horse and man fell to the earth; and both the French knight and the English knight lay so long that all men weened they had been dead. When Lucas the butler saw Griflet so lie, he horsed him again anon, and they two did marvellous deeds of arms with many bachelors. Also Sir Kay came out of an ambushment with five knights with him, and they six smote other six down. But Sir Kay did that day marvellous deeds of arms, that there was none did so well as he that day. Then there came Ladinas and Gracian, two knights of France, and did passing well, that all men praised them.

Then came there Sir Placidas, a good knight, and met with Sir Kay, and smote him down horse and man, wherefore Sir Griflet was wroth, and met with Sir Placidas so hard, that horse and man fell to the earth. But when the five knights wist that Sir Kay had a fall, they were wroth out of wit, and therewith each of them five bare down a knight. When King Arthur and the two kings saw them begin to wax wroth on both parties, they leapt on small hackneys, and let cry that all men should depart unto their lodging. And so they went home and unarmed them, and so to evensong and supper. And after, the three kings went into a garden, and gave the prize unto Sir Kay, and to Lucas the butler, and unto Sir Griflet. And then they went unto council, and with them Gwenbaus, the brother unto Sir Ban and Bors, a wise clerk, and thither went Ulfius and Brastias, and Merlin. And after they had been in council, they went unto bed. And on the morn they heard mass, and to dinner, and so to their council, and made many arguments what were best to do. At the last they were concluded, that Merlin should go with a token of King Ban, and that was a ring, unto his men and King Bors’; and Gracian and Placidas should go again and keep their castles and their countries, as for [dread of King Claudas] King Ban of Benwick, and King Bors of Gaul had ordained them, and so passed the sea and came to Benwick. And when the people saw King Ban’s ring, and Gracian and Placidas, they were glad, and asked how the kings fared, and made great joy of their welfare and cording, and according unto the sovereign lords desire, the men of war made them ready in all haste possible, so that they were fifteen thousand on horse and foot, and they had great plenty of victual with them, by Merlin’s provision. But Gracian and Placidas were left to furnish and garnish the castles, for dread of King Claudas. Right so Merlin passed the sea, well victualled both by water and by land. And when he came to the sea he sent home the footmen again, and took no more with him but ten thousand men on horseback, the most part men of arms, and so shipped and passed the sea into England, and landed at Dover; and through the wit of Merlin, he had the host northward, the priviest way that could be thought, unto the forest of Bedegraine, and there in a valley he lodged them secretly.

Then rode Merlin unto Arthur and the two kings, and told them how he had sped; whereof they had great marvel, that man on earth might speed so soon, and go and come. So Merlin told them ten thousand were in the forest of Bedegraine, well armed at all points. Then was there no more to say, but to horseback went all the host as Arthur had afore purveyed. So with twenty thousand he passed by night and day, but there was made such an ordinance afore by Merlin, that there should no man of war ride nor go in no country on this side Trent water, but if he had a token from King Arthur, where through the king’s enemies durst not ride as they did tofore to espy.
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And so within a little space the three kings came unto the castle of Bedegraine, and found there a passing fair fellowship, and well beseen, whereof they had great joy, and victual they wanted none. This was the cause of the northern host: that they were reared for the despite and rebuke the six kings had at Carlion. And those six kings by their means, gat unto them five other kings; and thus they began to gather their people.

And now they sware that for weal nor woe, they should not leave other, till they had destroyed Arthur. And then they made an oath. The first that began the oath was the Duke of Cambenet, that he would bring with him five thousand men of arms, the which were ready on horseback. Then sware King Brandegoris of Stranggore that he would bring five thousand men of arms on horseback. Then sware King Clariance of Northumberland he would bring three thousand men of arms. Then sware the King of the Hundred Knights, that was a passing good man and a young, that he would bring four thousand men of arms on horseback. Then there swore King Lot, a passing good knight, and Sir Gawain’s father, that he would bring five thousand men of arms on horseback. Also there swore King Urience, that was Sir Uwain’s father, of the land of Gore, and he would bring six thousand men of arms on horseback. Also there swore King Idres of Cornwall, that he would bring five thousand men of arms on horseback. Also there swore King Cradelmas to bring five thousand men on horseback. Also there swore King Agwisance of Ireland to bring five thousand men of arms on horseback. Also there swore King Nentres to bring five thousand men of arms on horseback. Also there swore King Carados to bring five thousand men of arms on horseback. So their whole host was of clean men of arms on horseback fifty thousand, and a-foot ten thousand of good men’s bodies. Then were they soon ready, and mounted upon horse and sent forth their fore-riders, for these eleven kings in their ways laid a siege unto the castle of Bedegraine; and so they departed and drew toward Arthur, and left few to abide at the siege, for the castle of Bedegraine was holden of King Arthur, and the men that were therein were Arthur’s.
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So by Merlin’s advice there were sent fore-riders to skim the country, and they met with the fore-riders of the north, and made them to tell which way the host came, and then they told it to Arthur, and by King Ban and Bors’ council they let burn and destroy all the country afore them, there they should ride.

The King with the Hundred Knights met a wonder dream two nights afore the battle, that there blew a great wind, and blew down their castles and their towns, and after that came a water and bare it all away. All that heard of the sweven said it was a token of great battle. Then by counsel of Merlin, when they wist which way the eleven kings would ride and lodge that night, at midnight they set upon them, as they were in their pavilions. But the scout-watch by their host cried, Lords! at arms! for here be your enemies at your hand!
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Then King Arthur and King Ban and King Bors, with their good and trusty knights, set on them so fiercely that they made them overthrow their pavilions on their heads, but the eleven kings, by manly prowess of arms, took a fair champaign, but there was slain that morrowtide ten thousand good men’s bodies. And so they had afore them a strong passage, yet were they fifty thousand of hardy men. Then it drew toward day. Now shall ye do by mine advice, said Merlin unto the three kings: I would that King Ban and King Bors, with their fellowship of ten thousand men, were put in a wood here beside, in an ambushment, and keep them privy, and that they be laid or the light of the day come, and that they stir not till ye and your knights have fought with them long. And when it is daylight, dress your battle even afore them and the passage, that they may see all your host, for then will they be the more hardy, when they see you but about twenty thousand men, and cause them to be the gladder to suffer you and your host to come over the passage. All the three kings and the whole barons said that Merlin said passingly well, and it was done anon as Merlin had devised. So on the morn, when either host saw other, the host of the north was well comforted. Then to Ulfius and Brastias were delivered three thousand men of arms, and they set on them fiercely in the passage, and slew on the right hand and on the left hand that it was wonder to tell.

When that the eleven kings saw that there was so few a fellowship did such deeds of arms, they were ashamed and set on them again fiercely; and there was Sir Ulfius’s horse slain under him, but he did marvellously well on foot. But the Duke Eustace of Cambenet and King Clariance of Northumberland, were alway grievous on Ulfius. Then Brastias saw his fellow fared so withal he smote the duke with a spear, that horse and man fell down. That saw King Clariance and returned unto Brastias, and either smote other so that horse and man went to the earth, and so they lay long astonied, and their horses’ knees brast to the hard bone. Then came Sir Kay the seneschal with six fellows with him, and did passing well. With that came the eleven kings, and there was Griflet put to the earth, horse and man, and Lucas the butler, horse and man, by King Brandegoris, and King Idres, and King Agwisance. Then waxed the medley passing hard on both parties. When Sir Kay saw Griflet on foot, he rode on King Nentres and smote him down, and led his horse unto Sir Griflet, and horsed him again. Also Sir Kay with the same spear smote down King Lot, and hurt him passing sore. That saw the King with the Hundred Knights, and ran unto Sir Kay and smote him down, and took his horse, and gave him King Lot, whereof he said gramercy. When Sir Griflet saw Sir Kay and Lucas the butler on foot, he took a sharp spear, great and square, and rode to Pinel, a good man of arms, and smote horse and man down, and then he took his horse, and gave him unto Sir Kay. Then King Lot saw King Nentres on foot, he ran unto Melot de la Roche, and smote him down, horse and man, and gave King Nentres the horse, and horsed him again. Also the King of the Hundred Knights saw King Idres on foot; then he ran unto Gwiniart de Bloi, and smote him down, horse and man, and gave King Idres the horse, and horsed him again; and King Lot smote down Clariance de la Forest Savage, and gave the horse unto Duke Eustace. And so when they had horsed the kings again they drew them, all eleven kings, together, and said they would be revenged of the damage that they had taken that day. The meanwhile came in Sir Ector with an eager countenance, and found Ulfius and Brastias on foot, in great peril of death, that were foul defoiled under horse-feet.

Then Arthur as a lion, ran unto King Cradelment of North Wales, and smote him through the left side, that the horse and the king fell down; and then he took the horse by the rein, and led him unto Ulfius, and said, Have this horse, mine old friend, for great need hast thou of horse[3q]. Gramercy, said Ulfius. Then Sir Arthur did so marvellously in arms, that all men had wonder. When the King with the Hundred Knights saw King Cradelment on foot, he ran unto Sir Ector, that was well horsed, Sir Kay’s father, and smote horse and man down, and gave the horse unto the king, and horsed him again. And when King Arthur saw the king ride on Sir Ector’s horse, he was wroth and with his sword he smote the king on the helm, that a quarter of the helm and shield fell down, and so the sword carved down unto the horse’s neck, and so the king and the horse fell down to the ground. Then Sir Kay came unto Sir Morganore, seneschal with the King of the Hundred Knights, and smote him down, horse and man, and led the horse unto his father, Sir Ector; then Sir Ector ran unto a knight, hight Lardans, and smote horse and man down, and led the horse unto Sir Brastias, that great need had of an horse, and was greatly defoiled. When Brastias beheld Lucas the butler, that lay like a dead man under the horses’ feet, and ever Sir Griflet did marvellously for to rescue him, and there were always fourteen knights on Sir Lucas; then Brastias smote one of them on the helm, that it went to the teeth, and he rode to another and smote him, that the arm flew into the field. Then he went to the third and smote him on the shoulder, that shoulder and arm flew in the field. And when Griflet saw rescues, he smote a knight on the temples, that head and helm went to the earth, and Griflet took the horse of that knight, and led him unto Sir Lucas, and bade him mount upon the horse and revenge his hurts. For Brastias had slain a knight tofore and horsed Griflet.
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