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Priyanka Chopra






Priyanka Chopra (pronounced [prɪˈjaːŋkaː ˈtʃoːpɽaː][image: External link];[2] born 18 July 1982) is an Indian actress, singer, film producer, philanthropist, and the winner of the Miss World 2000 pageant. One of India's highest-paid and most popular celebrities, Chopra has received numerous awards, including a National Film Award and five Filmfare Awards. In 2016, the Government of India honoured her with the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian award, and Time magazine named her one of the 100 most influential people in the world[image: External link].

Although Chopra initially aspired to study aeronautical engineering, she accepted offers to join the Indian film industry, which came as a result of her pageant wins, making her Bollywood debut in The Hero (2003). She played the leading lady in the box-office hits Andaaz (2003) and Mujhse Shaadi Karogi (2004), and earned praise for her breakout role in the 2004 thriller Aitraaz. In 2006, Chopra established herself as a leading actress of Indian cinema with starring roles in the top-grossing productions Krrish and Don.

Following a brief setback, she received critical acclaim for playing a troubled model in the drama Fashion (2008), which won her the Filmfare and National Film Award for Best Actress. Chopra subsequently gained wider recognition for portraying a range of characters in the films Kaminey (2009), 7 Khoon Maaf (2011), Barfi! (2012), Mary Kom (2014), Dil Dhadakne Do (2015) and Bajirao Mastani (2015), all of which garnered her several awards and nominations. In 2015, she began starring as Alex Parrish on the ABC thriller series Quantico, becoming the first South Asian to headline an American network series.

In addition to her acting career, Chopra is noted for her philanthropic work. She has worked with UNICEF for the last ten years and was appointed as the national and global UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador for Child Rights in 2010 and 2016 respectively. She promotes various causes such as environment, health and education, and women's rights and is particularly vocal about gender equality and feminism. Chopra's off-screen life is the subject of substantial media coverage. As a recording artist, she has released three singles. She is also the founder of the production company Purple Pebble Pictures, which released the acclaimed Marathi comedy-drama Ventilator (2016).
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 Early life




Priyanka Chopra was born on 18 July 1982 in Jamshedpur, Bihar (now in Jharkhand), to Ashok and Madhu Chopra, both physicians in the Indian Army.[3][4] Her father was a Punjabi from Ambala.[5][6] Her mother, from Jharkhand, is the eldest daughter of Ms. Madhu Jyotsna Akhouri, a former member of Bihar Legislative Assembly, and Dr. Manohar Kishan Akhouri, a former Congress veteran.[7][8] Chopra has a brother, Siddharth, who is seven years her junior[9] and actresses Parineeti Chopra[image: External link], Meera Chopra[image: External link] and Mannara Chopra[image: External link] are her cousins.[10] Due to her parents' occupations the family relocated to a number of places in India, including Delhi, Chandigarh, Ambala, Ladakh, Lucknow[image: External link], Bareilly, and Pune.[11] Among the schools she attended were La Martiniere Girls' School in Lucknow[12] and St. Maria Goretti College in Bareilly.[13][14] In an interview published in Daily News and Analysis, Chopra said that she did not mind travelling regularly and changing schools; she welcomed it as a new experience and a way to discover India's multicultural society.[15] Among the many places that she lived, Chopra has fond memories as a child of playing in the valleys of Leh, in the cold northwestern Indian desert region of Jammu and Kashmir. She has said, "I think I was in Class 4 when I was in Leh. My brother was just born. My dad was in the army and was posted there. I stayed in Leh for a year and my memories of that place are tremendous ... We were all army kids there. We weren't living in houses, we were in bunkers in the valley and there was a stupa right on top of a hill which used to overlook our valley. We used to race up to the top of the stupa".[16] She now considers Bareilly her home town, and maintains strong connections there.[17]

At the age of thirteen, Chopra moved to the United States to study, living with her aunt, and attending schools in Newton, Massachusetts, and Cedar Rapids, Iowa, after a stop in Queens, New York[image: External link], as her aunt's family also moved frequently.[18][19] While in Massachusetts, she participated in several theatre productions and studied Western classical music, choral singing and Kathak dance.[20] During her teenage years in America, Chopra sometimes faced racial issues and was bullied for being Indian.[21][22] She has said, "I was a gawky kid, had low self-esteem, came from a modest middle-class background, had white marks on my legs ... But I was damn hard working. Today, my legs sell 12 brands."[22]

After three years, Chopra returned to India, finishing the senior year[18][19] of her high-school education at the Army Public School in Bareilly.[23][24] During this period, she won the local "May Queen" beauty pageant,[25] after which she was pursued by admirers, leading her family to equip their home with bars for her protection.[19] Her mother then entered her in the Femina Miss India contest of 2000;[26] she finished second,[a] winning the Femina Miss India World title.[29] Chopra then went on to the Miss World[image: External link] pageant, where she was crowned Miss World 2000 and Miss World Continental Queen of Beauty—Asia & Oceania[image: External link] at the Millennium Dome in London on 30 November 2000.[27][30][31] Chopra was the fifth Indian contestant to win Miss World, and the fourth to do so in seven years.[27][32] She had enrolled in college, but left after winning the Miss World pageant.[14][25] Chopra said that the Miss India and Miss World titles brought her recognition, and she then began receiving offers for film roles.[20][33]

Chopra has maintained a strong relationship with her family, including her younger brother, Siddharth, and lives in an apartment on the same floor as her family.[3][34] She was especially close to her father, who died in June 2013;[35] in 2012, she got a tattoo reading "Daddy's lil girl", in his handwriting.[24][36] Having not come from a film background, she describes herself as a self-made woman.[37] Her mother, a well-established gynaecologist in Bareilly, gave up her practice to support Chopra as she embarked upon a film career.[38][39]
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 Acting career




See also: Priyanka Chopra filmography[image: External link]
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 Career beginnings and breakthrough (2002–2004)




After winning Miss India World, Chopra was cast as the female lead in Abbas-Mustan[image: External link]'s romantic thriller Humraaz (2002), in which she was to make her film debut.[33] However, this fell through for various reasons: she stated the production conflicted with her schedule, while the producers said they re-cast because Chopra took on various other commitments.[40][41] Her screen debut occurred in the 2002 Tamil film Thamizhan as the love interest of the protagonist, played by Vijay. A review published in The Hindu was appreciative of the film for its wit and dialogue, however it felt that Chopra's role was limited from an acting viewpoint.[42]

In 2003, Chopra made her Bollywood film debut as the second female lead opposite Sunny Deol and Preity Zinta in Anil Sharma[image: External link]'s The Hero: Love Story of a Spy.[4] Set against the backdrop of the Indian Army in Kashmir, the film tells the story of an agent and his fight against terrorism. The Hero was one of the highest-grossing Bollywood films that year, but received mixed reviews from critics.[43][44] Derek Elley from Variety said that "mega-looker Chopra makes a solid screen debut."[45] Later that year she appeared in Raj Kanwar's box-office success Andaaz with Akshay Kumar, again sharing the female lead (this time with the debuting Lara Dutta).[43] Chopra played a vivacious young girl who falls in love with Kumar's character. The Hindustan Times noted the glamour that she brought to the role;[4] Kunal Shah of Sify praised her performance and stated she had "all the qualities to be a star."[46] Her performance earned her the Filmfare Award for Best Female Debut (along with Dutta) and a nomination for the Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress.[47]

Chopra's first three releases in 2004—Plan, Kismat, and Asambhav—performed poorly at the box-office.[48] Chopra was typically cast during this earlier period as a "glamour quotient", in roles that were considered "forgettable" by film critic Joginder Tuteja.[48][49] Later that year she starred with Salman Khan and Akshay Kumar in David Dhawan[image: External link]'s romantic comedy Mujhse Shaadi Karogi, which became the third-highest-grossing film of the year in India and emerged as a major commercial success.[50]

In late 2004, she starred opposite Kumar and Kareena Kapoor in Abbas-Mustan's thriller Aitraaz. Chopra considers her first role as an antagonist, portraying Soniya Roy, an ambitious woman who accuses her employee of sexual harassment, as the "biggest learning experience of her career."[24] The film was a critical and commercial success, and Chopra's performance received critical acclaim.[49][51] Author Rini Bhattacharya credited her for bringing back the seductress to the silver screen.[52][53] The Hindustan Times cited it as the film that changed her career significantly.[4] A reviewer writing for the BBC said, "Aitraaz is Priyanka Chopra's film. As the deliciously wicked, gold digging, scheming seductress, she chews up every scene she is in with her magnetic screen presence."[54] She won a Filmfare Award for Best Performance in a Negative Role, becoming the second and final actress to win the award after Kajol (the category was discontinued in 2008).[4] Chopra also received a nomination for the Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress, and the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role.[47]
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 Rise to prominence (2005–2006)




In 2005, Chopra appeared in six films. Her first two releases—Blackmail, and Karam—were commercially unsuccessful.[55] Shilpa Bharatan-Iyer of Rediff.com considered Blackmail to be a very predictable film and believed that her role as a police commissioner's wife was very limited from an acting point of view.[56] Her performance in Karam was better received, Subhash K. Jha wrote that Chopra "with her poised interpretation of high drama, flies high creating a character whose vulnerability and beauty are endorsed by both the inner and outer worlds created for her character."[57] Later that year Chopra played the wife of Akshay Kumar in Vipul Amrutlal Shah's family drama Waqt: The Race Against Time, the story of a small businessman (played by Amitabh Bachchan) who, hiding his illness, wants to teach his irresponsible son some lessons before he dies. During production, Chopra revisited Leh, a favourite childhood haunt, for the shooting of the song "Subah Hogi".[16] She suffered an accident during the filming for the song "Do Me A Favour Let's Play Holi" when she electrocuted herself, spending a day recovering in hospital.[58] The film was well received by critics, and was a commercial success.[55][59]

She next starred opposite Arjun Rampal in the romantic mystery thriller Yakeen, portraying the role of a possessive lover. Critical reaction towards the film was mixed, but her performance received praise. Taran Adarsh wrote that Chopra "is bound to win laurels yet again [...] the actor is emerging as one of the finest talents in these fast-changing times".[60] Her next release was Suneel Darshan[image: External link]'s romance Barsaat, co-starring Bobby Deol and Bipasha Basu. The film was a critical and commercial failure in India but fared better in the overseas market.[55][61] Chopra's performance received mixed reviews, with Bollywood Hungama describing it as "mechanical".[62] However, Rediff.com considered Chopra to be an "epitome of calm intelligence, who underplayed her role to perfection".[63] Later that year, Rohan Sippy cast her with Abhishek Bachchan, Ritesh Deshmukh[image: External link] and Nana Patekar in the comedy Bluffmaster! Chopra played independent working woman Simran Saxena, Bachchan's love interest. The film proved to be a box-office success.[55]

After starting 2006 with special appearances in three films, Chopra starred in Rakesh Roshan[image: External link]'s superhero film Krrish (a sequel to the 2003 science-fiction film Koi... Mil Gaya). Co-starring with Hrithik Roshan, Rekha and Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link], Chopra played a young television journalist who schemes to take advantage of an innocent young man with remarkable physical abilities, but eventually falls in love with him. The film was the second-highest-grossing film of the year in India and grossed over ₹1.17 billion (US$18 million) worldwide attaining a blockbuster status.[64] Her next film was Dharmesh Darshan's romantic comedy Aap Ki Khatir, co-starring Akshaye Khanna[image: External link], Ameesha Patel[image: External link] and Dino Morea. Neither the film nor Chopra's performance were well received.[65] Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com stated that Chopra's portrayal of Anu was "erratically sketched" and that her character was never consistent: "first flaky, then cool, and later, sensitive".[66]

Chopra's final release of 2006 was Farhan Akhtar's action-thriller Don (a remake of the 1978 film of the same name), with Shah Rukh Khan. Chopra portrayed Roma (played by Zeenat Aman in the original film), who joins the underworld to avenge Don for killing her brother. Chopra received martial-arts training for her role in the movie, and performed her own stunts.[67] The film was declared a box-office success in India and overseas, with revenues of ₹1.05 billion (US$16 million).[50] Raja Sen of Rediff.com found Chopra to be film's "big surprise"; he believed that Chopra convincingly portrayed Roma, "looking every bit the competent woman of action" and wrote "This is an actress willing to push herself, and has definite potential for screen magic. Not to mention a great smile."[68]
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 Setbacks and renewed critical success (2007–2008)




In 2007, Chopra had two leading roles. Her first film was Nikhil Advani's Salaam-e-Ishq: A Tribute to Love, a romantic comedy in six chapters with an ensemble cast. She was featured opposite Salman Khan in the first chapter as Kamini, an item girl and aspiring actress who tries to land the lead role in a Karan Johar film with a publicity gimmick.[69] Film critic Sukanya Verma praised her flair for comedy, especially her impressions of Meena Kumari, Nargis and Madhubala.[70] Both Salaam-e-Ishq: A Tribute to Love and her next film, Big Brother, proved unsuccessful at the domestic box-office.[65]

In 2008, Chopra starred opposite Harman Baweja in his father's Love Story 2050. Chopra played a double role, so she coloured her hair twice; once red to portray the girl from the future and then black for the girl of the past.[71] Her performance was poorly received; Rajeev Masand was unimpressed with Chopra's chemistry with her co-star, remarking that her character "fails to inspire either affection or sympathy".[72] She next appeared in the comedy God Tussi Great Ho, portraying a TV anchor opposite Salman Khan, Sohail Khan and Amitabh Bachchan.[73][74] Chopra next starred as a kindergarten teacher in Chamku opposite Bobby Deol and Irrfan Khan, and played the role of Sonia in Goldie Behl's fantasy superhero film Drona opposite Abhishek Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan. Drona, widely criticised for its extensive use of special effects, marked Chopra's sixth film in succession which had failed at both the box-office and critically, although Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com stated that Chopra displayed convincing action heroine skills.[65][75] Critics generally perceived at this time that her career was over.[65]

The string of poorly received films ended when Chopra starred in Madhur Bhandarkar's Fashion, a drama about the Indian fashion industry which followed the lives and careers of several fashion models. She portrayed the ambitious supermodel Meghna Mathur, a role which she initially thought was out of her depth, but after six months' consideration she accepted the role, inspired by Bhandarkar's confidence in her.[76] For the role, Chopra had to gain 6 kilograms (13 lb) and steadily shed the weight during the production as the character progressed in the film. Both the film and her performance received critical acclaim, becoming a major turning point in her career.[49] Rajeev Masand wrote, "Priyanka Chopra turns in a respectable performance, one that will inevitably go down as her best."[77] For her performance, she won several awards, including the National Film Award for Best Actress, the Filmfare Award for Best Actress, the IIFA Award for Best Actress, the Screen Award for Best Actress, and the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role.[47][78][79] With a worldwide revenue of ₹600 million (US$9 million), Fashion emerged as a commercial success, and was listed by Subhash K. Jha as one of the best films of the decade with women protagonists.[80][81] It was noted for being commercially successful despite being a women-centric film with no male lead.[82] She said in retrospect, "I think actually Fashion kick started ... the process of female dominated films. Today you have so many other films which have done well with female leads."[24]

Chopra's final film of the year was Tarun Mansukhani's romantic comedy Dostana, with Abhishek Bachchan and John Abraham[image: External link]. Set in Miami, the film tells the story of a friendship between her character and two men who pretend to be gay to share an apartment with her. Chopra played a stylish young fashion-magazine editor Neha, who is trying to deal with professional pressures in her life. Produced by Dharma Productions, the film was a financial success with worldwide revenues of over ₹860 million (US$13 million).[50] Chopra's performance and look in the film were praised.[83][84]
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 Unconventional roles (2009–2011)




In 2009, Chopra played a feisty Marathi woman named Sweety in Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link]'s caper thriller Kaminey (co-starring Shahid Kapoor), about twin brothers and the journey in their life linked with the underworld. The film received critical acclaim and became successful at the box-office with the worldwide gross earnings of ₹710 million (US$11 million).[50][83] Nikhat Kazmi of The Times of India thought that Chopra's role completely reinvented her, and Rajeev Masand wrote: "Springing a delightful surprise in a smaller part is [Chopra], who sprinkles her lines with a smattering of fluent Marathi and emerges one of the film's most lovable characters."[85][86] Raja Sen of Rediff.com named Chopra's performance as the best by an actress that year.[87] Her role earned her several awards and nominations, including a second consecutive Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role after Fashion and Best Actress nominations at the Filmfare, Screen and IIFA awards.[88][89] Chopra subsequently appeared in Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link]'s romantic comedy What's Your Raashee?, based on the novel Kimball Ravenswood by Madhu Rye. The film depicts the story of a US-based Gujrati NRI in search of his soulmate among 12 girls (all played by Chopra) associated with the 12 zodiac[image: External link] signs. She received the Screen Best Actress Award nomination for her performance in the film.[90] She was also considered for inclusion in the Guinness World Records[image: External link] book for being the first film actress to portray 12 distinct characters in one film.[91] Chopra's heavy workload—filming for several productions, travelling for endorsements and performing at live shows (including the Miss India pageant)—took its toll; she fainted during filming, and was admitted to hospital.[92]

In 2010, Chopra starred with Uday Chopra in Jugal Hansraj's unremarkable romantic comedy Pyaar Impossible! as Alisha, a beautiful college girl (and later a working mother) who falls in love with a nerdy boy. Later that year, she co-starred with Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link] in Siddharth Anand's romantic comedy Anjaana Anjaani. The film, set in New York and Las Vegas, follows the story of two strangers, both trying to commit suicide, who eventually fall in love with each other. The film was a moderate commercial success,[93] and her performance received mixed reviews from critics. Sarita Tanwar of Mid Day wrote, "Priyanka Chopra is at her casual and spontaneous best. She embraces the character completely and makes it totally believable",[94] while Anupama Chopra dismissed her acting as "artificial".[95]

She starred as a femme fatale in her first film of 2011, Vishal Bhardwaj's black comedy 7 Khoon Maaf. Based on the short story "Susanna's Seven Husbands" by Ruskin Bond, 7 Khoon Maaf centres on Susanna Anna-Marie Johannes, an Anglo-Indian woman (played by Chopra) who murders her seven husbands in an unending quest for love. The film and her performance received acclaim from critics. Nikhat Kazmi remarked, "7 Khoon Maaf would undoubtedly end up as a milestone in Priyanka Chopra's career graph. The actor displays exquisite command over a complex character that is definitely a first in Indian cinema."[96] Aniruddha Guha of Daily News and Analysis wrote: "Priyanka Chopra takes on a character that most of her contemporaries would shy away from and enacts it in a way that only she possibly can. For a woman with as many shades as Susanna, Chopra gets a crack at a role of a lifetime and she sparkles like never before."[97] Chopra's performance earned her the Filmfare Critics Award for Best Actress and a nomination for the Filmfare Award, IIFA Award, Producers Guild Film Award, and Screen Award for Best Actress.[98]

Chopra's final release of the year saw her reprising her role as Roma in the second installment of the Don franchise, Don 2. Although the film received mixed reviews,[99] Chopra's performance earned positive feedback from critics. According to The Express Tribune, "Chopra ... seems to be the perfect choice for an action heroine. As you watch her effortlessly beat up some thugs in the movie, you come to the realisation that she may be the first proper female action hero in Bollywood."[100] Don 2 was a major success in India and overseas, earning over ₹2.06 billion (US$32 million) worldwide.[101][102]
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 Widespread recognition (2012–2014)




Chopra's first film of 2012 was Karan Malhotra's action drama Agneepath, in which she starred with Hrithik Roshan, Sanjay Dutt and Rishi Kapoor. Produced by Karan Johar, the film is a remake of his father's 1990 production of the same name. In one of several accidents to happen during production, Chopra's lehenga (a traditional skirt) caught fire while filming a sequence for an elaborate Ganpati festival song.[103] She featured as Kaali Gawde, Roshan's loquacious love interest in the film. Mayank Shekhar noted how much Chopra stood out in the male-dominated film.[104] Agneepath broke Bollywood's highest opening-day earnings[image: External link] record, and had a worldwide gross of ₹1.93 billion (US$30 million).[101][105] Chopra next co-starred with Shahid Kapoor in Kunal Kohli's romance, Teri Meri Kahaani. The film relates the stories of three unconnected couples (each played by Kapoor and Chopra), born in different eras. The film opened to mixed reactions from critics, but Chopra's performance was generally well received.[106]

Anurag Basu[image: External link]'s Barfi!, with Ranbir Kapoor and Ileana D'Cruz[image: External link], was her final appearance of 2012. Set in the 1970s, the film tells the story of three people, two of whom are physically disabled. Chopra played Jhilmil Chatterjee, an autistic woman who falls in love with a deaf, mute man (Kapoor). Rituparno Ghosh, an acclaimed director, considered it a "very, very brave" role to accept given how demanding it is for an actor to convincingly portray a woman with autism.[107] To prepare for the role, Chopra visited several mental institutions and spent time with autistic people.[108] The film received rave reviews from film critics[107][109] and was a major commercial success, earning ₹1.75 billion (US$27 million) worldwide.[110] Chopra received unanimous praise for her portrayal, which several reviewers regarded as her best performance at that time.[111] The Indo-Asian News Service review said, "Priyanka Chopra as the autistic Jhilmil steals the show from Ranbir, if that's possible. Her inherent glamorous personality simply disappears into her character. We don't see the actress on screen at all! We see only Jhilmil who reminds us in a very pleasant way of Sridevi in Sadma. This is one of the most flawless interpretations of a physical-psychological disability seen on celluloid."[112] Pratim D. Gupta of The Telegraph noted Ranbir and Priyanka turn in two of the finest performances seen on the Indian screen.[113] Chopra received Best Actress nominations at the Filmfare, Screen, IIFA and Producers Guild Film Awards.[98] The film was chosen as India's entry for the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link].[114] Don 2, Agneepath and Barfi! rank among the highest grossing Bollywood films of all time.[101]

In 2013, she lent her voice to the character of Ishani, the reigning Pan-Asian champion from India and the love interest of the main protagonist in the Disney Animation Studios's film Planes, a spinoff of Pixar's Cars franchise. Chopra, a fan of Disney films, had fun voicing the character saying "The closest I could come to being a Disney princess, I think, was Ishani".[115] The film was a commercial success, grossing approximately US$240 million worldwide.[116] She played an NRI girl in the Apoorva Lakhia[image: External link]'s bilingual action drama Zanjeer (Thoofan in Telugu), a remake of the 1973 Hindi film of the same name, which met with poor reactions from critics and was unsuccessful at the box office.[117][118] Chopra next reprised her role of Priya in Rakesh Roshan's Krrish 3—a sequel to the 2006 superhero film Krrish—with Hrithik Roshan, Vivek Oberoi[image: External link] and Kangana Ranaut. The film earned positive reviews though critics opined that Chopra's role in the film was small. Writing for Daily News and Analysis, Sarita A Tanwar commented that "Priyanka is saddled with a role that doesn't do her justice. She deserved a meatier role."[119] The feature became a box office success, earning over ₹3 billion (US$47 million) worldwide, to become Chopra's biggest commercial success till date and her fourth major hit in the last two years.[120][121] She also appeared in an item number titled "Ram Chahe Leela" for Sanjay Leela Bhansali's Goliyon Ki Rasleela Ram-Leela[image: External link]. The song, which took four days to rehearse, saw Chopra execute a contemporary mujra, that incorporated complicated dance steps.[122]

In 2014, Chopra played the lead female role in Yash Raj Films's romantic action drama Gunday directed by Ali Abbas Zafar, alongside Ranveer Singh[image: External link], Arjun Kapoor[image: External link] and Irrfan Khan. She portrayed Nandita, a cabaret dancer in Calcutta. Set in the 1970s, the film tells the story of two best friends, who fall in love with Chopra's character. Gunday proved to be a box-office success, grossing over ₹1 billion (US$16 million) worldwide.[123] She next featured in Mary Kom, a biographical film of the five time world boxing champion[image: External link] and Olympic bronze medalist Mary Kom.[124] To prepare for the role, she spent time with Kom and received four months of boxing training.[125] The film premiered at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival, received positive reviews from critics, and her performance received critical acclaim.[126][127] Namrata Joshi from Outlook felt that Chopra's sincere and earnest performance brings out Kom's "determination as well as her vulnerabilities, and insecurities", and Indo-Asian News Service wrote "Priyanka expresses every shade of her character with a pitch-perfect bravado. The actress controls curbs and quantifies every component of her character's personality without losing that basic element of spontaneity."[128][129] Mary Kom emerged as a major commercial success, with revenues of ₹1.04 billion (US$16 million) at the box-office.[130][131] Chopra won the Screen Award for Best Actress, the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role, and received another nomination for the Filmfare Award for Best Actress.[132][133]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Recent work (2015–present)




In 2015, Chopra starred in Zoya Akhtar's Dil Dhadakne Do, an ensemble comedy-drama alongside Anil Kapoor, Shefali Shah[image: External link], Ranveer Singh, Anushka Sharma[image: External link] and Farhan Akhtar. The film tells the story of a dysfunctional Punjabi family (the Mehras), who invite their family and friends on a cruise trip to celebrate the parents' 30th wedding anniversary. She portrayed the role of Ayesha Mehra, a successful entrepreneur and the eldest child. Both the film and her performance attracted positive reviews. Pratim D. Gupta from The Telegraph considered Chopra to be one of the winners of the film and wrote "From the propah body language to the measured speech [...] shows the kind of depth she is able to bring to her lines and characters these days.[134] Rajiv Vijayakar of India-West wrote, "Topping the [ensemble cast] is the nuanced, magnificent work of Priyanka Chopra as Ayesha. Her tiny expressions and nuances, as well as her vocal inflections truly bring her character alive."[135] The cast of Dil Dhadakne Do won the Screen Award for Best Ensemble Cast, and Chopra was nominated for a Screen Award, IIFA Award, and Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress.[136][137]

Chopra signed a talent holding deal with ABC Studios and was later cast in the American thriller series Quantico as the character Alex Parrish.[138][139][140] The series premiered on 27 September 2015 on ABC, making Chopra the first South Asian to headline an American network series.[141] The series received positive reviews from television critics and Chopra was praised for her performance.[142][143] James Poniewozik of The New York Times described Chopra as the "strongest human asset" of the show, and added that "she is immediately charismatic and commanding."[144] She received the People's Choice Award for "Favourite Actress In A New TV Series" for her role in Quantico, becoming the first South Asian actress to win a People's Choice Award.[145] The following year, Chopra won a second People's Choice Award for "Favorite Dramatic TV Actress".[146]

Chopra next portrayed Kashibai, the first wife of the maratha general Peshwa[image: External link] Bajirao I, in Sanjay Leela Bhansali's epic historical romance drama Bajirao Mastani. The feature opened to positive reviews, and Chopra received praise for her portrayal which several reviewers regarded as her best performance to date.[147] Rajeev Masand wrote "the film benefits from a nice touch of playfulness and humor in Priyanka Chopra’s Kashibai. Chopra brings grace to the character, and practically steals the film."[148] Film critic Raja Sen thought that Chopra, despite not being in the title role, owned the film, and wrote "Chopra's terrific in the part, her intelligently expressive eyes speaking volumes and her no-nonsense Marathi rhythm bang-on."[149] A major commercial success, Bajirao Mastani grossed ₹3.5 billion (US$54 million) at the box-office, becoming one of the highest-grossing Indian films of all time.[150] For her performance, she won the Filmfare Award, IIFA Award, and Screen Award for Best Supporting Actress.[136][151] She also received a nomination for the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role.[137]

In 2016, Chopra starred as a police officer in Prakash Jha's social drama Jai Gangaajal.[152] She next produced the Marathi comedy-drama Ventilator under her production company Purple Pebble Pictures. The film received critical acclaim and performed well at the box office.[153] The film went on to win three awards at the 64th National Film Awards.[154]

In 2017, Chopra made her Hollywood live-action film debut by playing the antagonist Vitoria Leeds in Seth Gordon's action comedy Baywatch opposite Dwayne Johnson and Zac Efron. The feature received unfavorable reviews.[155] Scott Mendelson of Forbes wrote "Chopra has fun as the baddie, but she stays in the background until the end of the movie and really only gets one big scene at the end of the picture."[156] While IGN declared Chopra as the highlight of the film, noting she "outshines pretty much anyone she’s in a scene with" and wrote "Chopra’s engaging and interesting and is the only character that speaks with any kind of distinctive cadence."[157]
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 Upcoming projects




Chopra has several projects at the various stages of production. She is producing over a dozen regional films in various languages under her production company.[158][159][160] She has also signed Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury to direct a Hindi film starring her for her company.[161] Additionally, she will portray astronaut Kalpana Chawla in Viacom 18 Motion Pictures's untitled biopic and writer-poetess Amrita Pritam in Bhansali's Gustakhiyan.[162][163] In May 2017, Deadline reported that she had entered negotiations to star alongside Jim Parsons, Claire Danes[image: External link] and Octavia Spencer in a film adaptation of Daniel Pearle's play A Kid Like Jake, directed by Silas Howard.[164] Chopra will also star in Todd Strauss-Schulson's romantic comedy Isn't It Romantic opposite Liam Hemsworth, Rebel Wilson and Adam DeVine.[165]
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 Music career




Chopra's main vocal influence was her father, who she said was "an incredible singer", and helped develop her interest in singing.[166][167] She used her vocal talent early in her pageantry career.[168] Her first recording, the song "Ullathai Killathe" in the Tamil film Thamizhan (2002), was made at the urging of her director and co-star, Vijay (who had noticed her singing on the set).[169] She declined to sing playback for "Tinka Tinka" in her film Karam (2005), preferring to concentrate on her acting career, but later sang the song live on the television programme Sa Re Ga Ma Pa.[170] Chopra recorded an unreleased song for Bluffmaster! (2005).[171] In August 2011, Universal Music Group signed Chopra to a worldwide recording agreement with DesiHits. The deal indicated that her first studio album would be released by Interscope Records in North America and by Island Records elsewhere.[172]

In July 2012, Chopra became the first Bollywood star signed by Creative Artists Agency, an entertainment and sports agency based in Los Angeles.[173] Travelling to the United States to work on her album, Chopra collaborated with Sam Watters, Matthew Koma and Jay Sean. The album will be produced by RedOne.[174][175] Her first single, "In My City", debuted in the US on 13 September 2012 in a TV spot for the NFL Network's Thursday Night Football, 12 hours after the full song debuted in India;[176] a shortened version of the song was used to open each show of the season. "In My City" features rapper will.i.am; according to Chopra, a co-writer,[175] the song was inspired by her unsettled childhood and her journey from a small-town girl to a celebrity.[11] "In My City" trended at number one on Twitter several minutes after release.[177] The song received mixed reviews from critics, and was a commercial success in India; it sold more than 130,000 copies in its first week, topped the Hindi pop chart and was certified triple platinum.[175][178] In the United States the single was unsuccessful, with 5,000 digital downloads in its first week according to Nielsen SoundScan, and did not receive radio play.[175] In October 2012, the single won her the Best International Debut award at the People's Choice Awards India.[179] In December 2012, she received three nominations: Best Female Artist, Best Song and Best Video (for "In My City") at the World Music Awards.[180] She also received the Trailblazer Award from the South Asian Media, Marketing and Entertainment Association for becoming the first Bollywood actor to win a major record deal in the U.S.[4] Chopra was also a featured artist on "Erase", an EDM song produced by the American DJ and producer duo The Chainsmokers.[181][182]

In July 2013, Chopra released her second single "Exotic" featuring American rapper Pitbull, along with its music video.[183][184][185] "Exotic" debuted at number 16 on the Billboard Dance/Electronic Songs and number 11 on the Dance/Electronic Digital Songs chart in the 27 July 2013 issue.[186] The single also entered at number 74 on the Canadian Hot 100 chart. "Exotic" debuted at number 44 on the Billboard Hot Dance Club Songs chart and peaked at number 12.[187] Her third single, a cover of Bonnie Raitt's "I Can't Make You Love Me[image: External link]" was released in April 2014.[188] The song's accompanying video was released around the same time.[189] The song peaked at number 28 on the Billboard Hot Dance/Electronic Songs chart.[190]

Chopra's first song as a playback singer in Bollywood was "Chaoro", a lullaby from Mary Kom (2014).[191] In 2015, she sang the title song, a duet with Farhan Akhtar, for Dil Dhadakne Do.[192] She recorded a promotional song for Ventilator (2016), making her Marathi language playback singing debut with "Baba".[193]
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 Philanthropy




Chopra supports various causes related to the girl child through her foundation "The Priyanka Chopra Foundation for Health and Education", which works towards providing support to unprivileged children across the country in the areas of Education and Health.[194] She donates ten percent of her earnings to fund the foundation’s operations, and pays for educational and medical expenses for seventy children in India, fifty among whom are girls.[195] She often speaks out on women's issues: against female infanticide and foeticide, and in support of education for girls.[196] A believer in feminism, Chopra has always been vocal about women's rights, gender equality, and gender pay inequality.[197][198][199] In 2006, a "day with Chopra" was auctioned on eBay; the proceeds were donated to an NGO, Nanhi Kali, which helps educate girls in India.[200] She has made appearances in support of other charities, such as the 2005 HELP! Telethon Concert to raise funds for the victims of the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake.[201]

She has worked with UNICEF since 2006, recording public-service announcements and participating in media panel discussions promoting children's rights and the education of girls, and also participated in celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.[202] She was appointed as the national UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador for Child Rights on 10 August 2010.[203][204] UNICEF Representative Karin Hulshof said of the appointment: "She is equally passionate about her work on behalf of children and adolescents. We are proud of the work she has done with us so far on child rights, and, we are thrilled about all what we will be doing together so that no child gets left behind."[205] In 2009, she shot a documentary for the organisation Alert India to increase understanding of leprosy.[206] She modelled for designer Manish Malhotra[image: External link] and Shaina NC's charity fashion show to raise funds for the Cancer Patients Aid Association (CPAA) NGO.[207] In 2010 Chopra was one of several celebrities who created promotional messages for Pearls Wave Trust, which campaigns against violence and abuse of women and girls.[208] Chopra also launched the "Save the Girl Child" campaign, which aims to change the attitudes of Indians towards girls.[209] In 2012 Chopra spoke at the launch of Awakening Youth, an anti-addiction programme.[210]

Chopra is a supporter of environmental charities and is brand ambassador for NDTV Greenathon, an initiative to support eco-friendliness and provide solar power to rural villages without electricity supplies.[211] She appeared with children in an animated video to support the cause,[212] and removed rubbish from the banks of the Yamuna river in Agra to increase awareness of environmental issues.[213] During the third and fourth editions of Greenathon, She adopted up to seven villages to provide with a regular supply of electricity.[214][215] She adopted a tigress in 2011 and a lioness in 2012 at the Birsa biological park[image: External link], paying for both animals' upkeep for a year.[216] To promote organ donation, Chopra pledged to donate her own organs after death and was co-keynote speaker at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center's Bollywood-themed 20th-anniversary celebration of its liver-transplant programme in 2012.[217][218]

She donated ₹5 million (US$78,000) to Nanavati hospital to build a cancer ward. The ward, which is named after her late father, was inaugurated by her in 2013.[219] The same year, she provided voice-over in English and Hindi for the documentary film Girl Rising for the organisation of the same name.[220] She was invited as one of the speakers alongside Gordon Brown, Steve Wozniak, Bill Clinton, and Charlie Baker for the 50th anniversary of the World Leaders Conference at the Hynes Convention Center, Boston. She spoke about women empowerment through education, discussing inequality and the challenges of education for women, and received a standing ovation for her speech.[221] Chopra also lent her voice to a music video of John Lennon's "Imagine". The video featuring her along with other singers, including Katy Perry, and The Black Eyed Peas was created as part of a global campaign by UNICEF to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.[222] Indian prime minister Narendra Modi[image: External link] selected Chopra as one of his nine nominees called "Navratna" in 2014 for the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, a national cleanliness campaign by the Government of India.[223] She lent her support to the campaign by cleaning and rehabilitating a garbage-laden neighbourhood in Mumbai, and urged people to maintain the cleanliness.[224] In 2015, she voiced People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA's) life-size robotic elephant named "Ellie", who visited schools across the United States and Europe to educate kids about elephants and captivity, and to urge people to boycott circuses.[225] Chopra was appointed as the global UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in December 2016.[226]
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 Other work
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 Television presenting and stage performances




In 2007, Chopra was on the judges' panel of the Miss India pageant. She stated, "Miss India will always remain special. That's where it all started for me. And maybe that's where it would've ended if I hadn't won the crown."[227] She also served as a judge at Miss World 2009.[228][229] In 2010, she hosted the third season of the reality show Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi on the Colors channel, taking over from previous host Akshay Kumar.[230] According to contestants, in hosting the series, Chopra had "transformed into quite a whip-wielding dictator", relentlessly pushing the contestants to work.[230] She performed most of her own stunts, adamant to prove that she could rival Akshay Kumar, who had hosted the previous two seasons.[230] The opening ratings of the show topped those of the two previous seasons.[231] The show was praised by critics, and earned her the Indian Telly Award for Most Impactful Debut on Television.[232][233] She visited Jawan[image: External link] troops in Tenga, in eastern India, for a special episode of the NDTV show Jai Jawan celebrating the 60th anniversary of India's independence.[234] In February 2016, Chopra presented the award for Best Film Editing at the 88th Academy Awards[image: External link].[235]

Chopra has participated in a number of world tours and concerts. She took part in a world concert tour, "Temptations 2004", and performed with other Bollywood actors (including Shah Rukh Khan, Saif Ali Khan, Rani Mukerji, Preity Zinta and Arjun Rampal) in 19 stage shows.[236] In 2011, she participated (with Shahid Kapoor and Shah Rukh Khan) in a concert in Durban, South Africa celebrating 150 years of India–South Africa friendship.[237] In 2012, she performed at M. A. Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai[image: External link] in the opening ceremony of the fifth season[image: External link] of cricket's Indian Premier League[image: External link] with Amitabh Bachchan, Salman Khan, Kareena Kapoor and Katy Perry.[238] The same year, she performed at Dubai Festival City's Ahlan Bollywood Concert with other Bollywood stars such as Salman Khan and Sophie Choudry.[239]
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 Column writing




Chopra began writing an opinion column, "The Priyanka Chopra Column", for the Hindustan Times in 2009. She wrote a total of fifty columns for the newspaper. She said after her first year of writing: "I'm a private person and never thought that I could express my feelings. But strangely enough, whenever I sat down to write this column, my inner most thoughts came to the fore."[240] In March 2009, she met several readers who had submitted feedback on her weekly column.[241] She continued to write sporadically for newspapers. In August 2012 she wrote a column published in The Times of India titled "No woman in Mumbai feels safe any longer", discussing the murder of 25-year-old Pallavi Purkayastha,[242] whom she met while working on Don.[24] In the article, Chopra expressed her views about the safety of women in cities. She wrote: "The magnitude of this crime can perhaps only truly be understood by a woman. It has much larger ramifications. We can't allow this to happen. We have to, in whichever way we can, ensure that what happened with Pallavi does not happen again. We need to remind ourselves that we women today are a vital contributor to the growth of the new India."[242]

In a July 2014 article published in The Guardian, she criticised female genital mutilation and child marriage. She wrote: "These practices violate the fundamental rights of girls and women, and hold back social and economic development that would benefit children, communities and countries. Child marriage and FGM destroy childhoods, disrupt schooling, leave girls at higher risk of dying from pregnancy-related causes, and contribute to a cycle of poverty."[243] In December 2014, Chopra wrote an op-ed for The New York Times titled "What Jane Austen Knew" about the importance of education for girls. She praised and quoted Nobel Peace Prize winners Malala Yousafzai and Kailash Satyarthi, and described how her desire to help others was triggered when, at just nine years old, she joined her parents while they volunteered their spare time to offer modern health care to the rural poor.[244] In late 2014, Chopra began writing a monthly column, "Pret-a-Priyanka", for "Elle.com". In an article published in January 2015, she expressed her views on diversity and being a global citizen.[245]
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 In the media




Chopra has been described by the critics as one of the most talented actresses in Bollywood.[246] Analysing Chopra's career highlights, Bollywood Hungama noted: "Despite a career that has seen a constant flip-flop  [...] the performer in her has seen a constant growth with every passing year."[48] After playing strong characters in a series of films, she gained recognition for her versatility in portraying a range of unconventional roles, leading CNN-IBN to describe her "as one of the most powerful actresses in the current lot and someone who doesn't shy away from experimenting with roles within the realms of popular cinema".[246][247] The Times of India called her a "game changer" and added that she "made the age-old demarcation between a hero and heroine redundant and one can easily describe her as a Shero".[248] In 2012, film critic Subhash K. Jha labelled her "the best actress in the post-Sridevi generation" and listed her character in Barfi! as being "one of the finest inwardly ravaged characters in Bollywood."[249] Chopra has often featured on Rediff.com's annual listing of "Bollywood's Best Actresses", and was featured in their list of "Top 10 Actresses of 2000–2010".[87][250][251][252][253]

Chopra is one of the highest-paid and most popular and high-profile celebrities in India.[3][254][255] She is described as a sex symbol and a style icon.[256] Her figure, eyes, lips and exotic looks have been cited by the media as her distinctive physical features.[257][258][259] Designers Falguni and Shane Peacock wrote, "She is comfortable in her own skin and looks ravishing in whatever she wears, be it a bikini, short or long dress or even a sari."[260] She ranks high on lists of the most beautiful, influential, powerful, and attractive celebrities in the World. In 2006, 2012, 2014 and 2015, the UK magazine Eastern Eye ranked her first on their "World's Sexiest Asian Women" list,[261][262] and she was featured on Verve's list of most powerful women in 2009 and 2010.[263][264] She was named "India's Best-Dressed Woman of the Year" by People in 2011, and Maxim selected her thrice (2011, 2013 and 2016) as "Hottest Girl of the Year".[4] In 2012, she was declared the most influential Indian on the social-media circuit in a survey conducted by Pinstorm.[265] In 2015, People featured her as one of the "Most Intriguing People of the Year[image: External link]".[266] In 2016, Time named her one of the "100 Most Influential People in the World" and also featured on the cover of the issue.[267] The same year, she was ranked fourth on AskMen's Top 99 Women and Forbes named her the World's eight-highest-paid TV actress.[268][254] In 2017, Buzznet named her World's second "Most Beautiful Women", only after Beyonce.[269] Chopra was also named one of People magazine's Most Beautiful Women in the World[image: External link] in 2017.[270]

Chopra was declared queen of brand endorsements in India, ranking second in on the list of brand ambassadors of 2008 (only after Shah Rukh Khan) in a survey conducted by TAM AdEx.[271] The following year, she was named "India's top brand endorser" by the same agency, becoming the first woman to top the endorsement charts in India.[49][272] Manish Porwal of Alchemist Talent Solutions said in 2012 that Chopra was a stable and dependable brand endorser, and many brands renewed their contract with her.[49] Chopra has represented many brands, including TAG Heuer[image: External link], Pepsi, Nokia, Garnier and Nestlé; she was the first female representative of Hero Honda.[49][273] She and three other Bollywood actors (Shah Rukh Khan, Kajol and Hrithik Roshan) had their likenesses made into a series of miniature dolls for Hasbro and the UK-based Bollywood Legends Corporation.[274] In 2009, Chopra became the first Indian actress to cast a foot impression at the Salvatore Ferragamo Museum in Florence, Italy, and she received custom-designed shoes from the Ferragamo house.[3] In 2013, she became the first Indian model to represent Guess, whose CEO Paul Marciano called her "the young Sophia Loren[image: External link]".[275] The actress became the first Indian actress to feature in a school textbook. Her life is described in a chapter of Roving Families, Shifting Homes, a book taught at Springdales School. The book also includes pictures of her family and the moment she was crowned Miss World in 2000.[276]

Chopra is particularly known in the Indian media and film industry for her professionalism[277] and is often referred to as "Piggy Chops", a nickname given her by co-stars on the set of Bluffmaster! in 2005.[278] She is popularly referred to by the media and the film industry as "PeeCee" or simply "PC".[279][280] Although she is known for her media-friendly attitude, Chopra is reticent to discuss details of her personal life in public.[24] She has had a Twitter account since January 2009, and is one of the most followed Indian actresses on the platform.[49] In 2015, Chopra appeared in The Huffington Post's "100 Most Influential Women on Twitter" list, where she was named the most influential Indian woman on Twitter.[281]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Priyanka Chopra


Chopra has won a National Film Award for Best Actress for Fashion (2008)[78] and five Filmfare Awards: Best Female Debut for Andaaz (2003), Best Performance in a Negative Role for Aitraaz (2004), Best Actress for Fashion[47] (2008), Critics Award for Best Actress for 7 Khoon Maaf (2011), and Best Supporting Actress for Bajirao Mastani (2015).[151] She has also won two People's Choice Awards: "Favourite Actress In A New TV Series", and "Favorite Dramatic TV Actress" for Quantico.[145][146] She is the first South Asian actress to win a People's Choice Award.[145] In 2016, she was awarded the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian award, by the Government of India for her contribution to arts.[282]
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 Discography





	As lead artist





	Title
	Year
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications
	Album



	CAN

[283]
	US

Dance Club

[283]
	US

Dance Elec

[283]



	"In My City"

(featuring will.i.am)
	2012
	 —
	 —
	 —
	

	IMI: 3× Platinum[178]




	N/A



	"Exotic"

(featuring Pitbull)
	2013
	74
	12
	16
	



	"I Can't Make You Love Me[image: External link]"
	2014
	 —
	 —
	28
	





	As featured artist





	Title
	Year
	Album



	"Erase"

(The Chainsmokers featuring Priyanka Chopra)

	2012
	N/A



	"Meltdown"[284]

(N.A.S.A. featuring Priyanka Chopra & DMX)

	2015
	N/A





	Other appearances





	Track
	Year
	Album
	Language



	"Ullathai Killathe"
	2002
	Thamizhan[image: External link]
	Tamil



	"Saajan Saajan"
	2005
	Barsaat[image: External link]
	Hindi



	"Chaoro (Lori)"
	2014
	Mary Kom[image: External link]
	Hindi (Lullaby)



	"Dil Dhadakne Do"
	2015
	Dil Dhadakne Do[image: External link]
	Hindi



	"Need U"(Conversation with Priyanka Chopra)
	2016
	Hard II Love
	English



	"Baba"
	Ventilator[image: External link]
	Marathi





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Footnotes






	
^ At the time, the second place contestant of Femina Miss India was given the title "Miss India World" and sent to the Miss World[image: External link] competition, whereas the first place contestant was sent to Miss Universe, and third place to Miss Asia Pacific International.[27][28]
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Nikon






This article is about the corporation. For people named Nikon, see Nikon (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Nikon Corporation (株式会社ニコン ?[image: External link] Kabushiki-gaisha[image: External link] Nikon) ( UK[image: External link] /'nIkan /[image: External link] or US[image: External link] /'naIkan /[image: External link];   listen[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link]) [ɲikoɴ][image: External link]), also known just as Nikon, is a Japanese multinational corporation[image: External link] headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, specializing in optics[image: External link] and imaging[image: External link] products.

Nikon's products include cameras[image: External link], camera lenses[image: External link], binoculars[image: External link], microscopes[image: External link], ophthalmic lenses[image: External link], measurement instruments[image: External link], rifle scopes[image: External link], spotting scopes[image: External link], and the steppers[image: External link] used in the photolithography[image: External link] steps of semiconductor fabrication[image: External link], of which it is the world's second largest manufacturer.[2] The company is the eighth-largest chip equipment maker as reported in 2017.[3] The companies held by Nikon form the Nikon Group.[4] Among its products are Nikkor[image: External link] imaging lenses (for F-mount[image: External link] cameras, large format[image: External link] photography, photographic enlargers[image: External link], and other applications), the Nikon F[image: External link]-series of 35 mm film[image: External link] SLR cameras, the Nikon D-series of digital SLR cameras, the Coolpix series of compact digital cameras, and the Nikonos[image: External link] series of underwater film cameras. Nikon's main competitors[image: External link] in camera and lens manufacturing include Canon[image: External link], Sony[image: External link], Fujifilm[image: External link], Panasonic[image: External link], Pentax[image: External link], and Olympus[image: External link].

Founded on July 25, 1917 as Nippon Kōgaku Kōgyō Kabushikigaisha (日本光学工業株式会社 "Japan Optical Industries Co., Ltd."), the company was renamed to Nikon Corporation, after its cameras, in 1988. Nikon is a member of the Mitsubishi[image: External link] group of companies ( keiretsu[image: External link]).[5]
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 History




Nikon Corporation was established on 25 July 1917 when three leading optical manufacturers merged to form a comprehensive, fully integrated optical company known as Nippon Kōgaku Tōkyō K.K. Over the next sixty years, this growing company became a manufacturer of optical lenses (including those for the first Canon cameras) and equipment used in cameras, binoculars, microscopes and inspection equipment. During World War II[image: External link] the company operated thirty factories with 2,000 employees, manufacturing binoculars, lenses, bomb sights, and periscopes for the Japanese military.
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 Reception outside Japan




After the war Nippon Kōgaku reverted to producing its civilian product range in a single factory. In 1948, the first Nikon-branded camera was released, the Nikon I.[6] Nikon lenses were popularised by the American photojournalist David Douglas Duncan[image: External link]. Duncan was working in Tokyo when the Korean War[image: External link] began. Duncan had met a young Japanese photographer, Jun Miki[image: External link], who introduced Duncan to Nikon lenses. From July 1950 to January 1951, Duncan covered the Korean War.[7] Fitting Nikon optics (especially the NIKKOR-P.C 1:2 f=8,5 cm)[8] to his Leica[image: External link] rangefinder cameras produced high contrast negatives with very sharp resolution at the centre field.[9]
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 Names and brands




Founded in 1917 as Nippon Kōgaku Kōgyō Kabushikigaisha (日本光学工業株式会社 "Japan Optical Industries Corporation"), the company was renamed Nikon Corporation, after its cameras, in 1988. The name Nikon, which dates from 1946, is a merging of Nippon Kōgaku (日本光学: "Japan Optical") and Zeiss[image: External link]'s brand Ikon. This would cause some early problems in Germany as Zeiss complained that Nikon violated its trademarked camera. From 1963 to 1968 the Nikon F in particular was therefore labeled ' Nikkor[image: External link]'.[10]

The Nikkor brand[image: External link] was introduced in 1932, a westernised rendering of an earlier version Nikkō (日光), an abbreviation of the company's original full name[11] (Nikkō coincidentally means "sunlight" and is the name of a Japanese town[image: External link].). Nikkor is the Nikon brand name for its lenses.

Another early brand used on microscopes[image: External link] was Joico,[12] an abbreviation of "Japan Optical Industries Co"[citation needed[image: External link]]. Expeed[image: External link] is the brand Nikon uses for its image processors since 2007.
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 The rise of the Nikon F series




The Nikon SP[image: External link] and other 1950s and 1960s rangefinder cameras[image: External link] competed directly with models from Leica and Zeiss. However, the company quickly ceased developing its rangefinder line to focus its efforts on the Nikon F[image: External link] single-lens reflex line of cameras, which was successful[citation needed[image: External link]] upon its introduction in 1959. For nearly 30 years, Nikon's F-series SLRs were the most widely used small-format cameras among professional photographers[citation needed[image: External link]], as well as by the U.S. space program.

Nikon popularised many features in professional SLR photography[citation needed[image: External link]], such as the modular camera system with interchangeable lenses, viewfinders, motor drives, and data backs; integrated light metering and lens indexing; electronic strobe flashguns instead of expendable flashbulbs; electronic shutter control; evaluative multi-zone "matrix" metering; and built-in motorized film advance. However, as autofocus[image: External link] SLRs became available from Minolta[image: External link] and others in the mid-1980s, Nikon's line of manual-focus cameras began to seem out of date[citation needed[image: External link]].

Despite introducing one of the first autofocus models, the slow and bulky F3AF, the company's determination to maintain lens compatibility with its F-mount prevented rapid advances in autofocus technology. Canon[image: External link] introduced a new type of lens-camera interface with its entirely electronic Canon EOS[image: External link] cameras and Canon EF lens mount[image: External link] in 1987. The much faster lens performance permitted by Canon's electronic focusing and aperture control prompted many professional photographers (especially in sports and news) to switch to the Canon system through the 1990s.[13]
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 Digital photography




Nikon created some of the first digital SLRs (DSLRs, Nikon NASA F4[image: External link]) for NASA[image: External link], used in the Space Shuttle[image: External link] since 1991.[14] After a 1990s partnership with Kodak[image: External link] to produce digital SLR cameras based on existing Nikon film bodies, Nikon released the Nikon D1[image: External link] SLR under its own name in 1999. Although it used an APS-C[image: External link]-size light sensor only 2/3 the size of a 35 mm film frame (later called a " DX[image: External link] sensor"), the D1 was among the first digital cameras to have sufficient image quality and a low enough price for some professionals (particularly photojournalists and sports photographers) to use it as a replacement for a film SLR. The company also has a Coolpix line which grew as consumer digital photography became increasingly prevalent through the early 2000s.

Through the mid-2000s, Nikon's line of professional and enthusiast DSLRs and lenses including their back compatible AF-S lens line remained in second place behind Canon in SLR camera sales, and Canon had several years' lead in producing professional DSLRs with light sensors as large as traditional 35 mm film frames.[15] All Nikon DSLRs from 1999 to 2007, by contrast, used the smaller DX size sensor.

Then, 2005 management changes at Nikon led to new camera designs such as the full-frame Nikon D3[image: External link] in late 2007, the Nikon D700[image: External link] a few months later, and mid-range SLRs. Nikon regained much of its reputation among professional and amateur enthusiast photographers as a leading innovator in the field, especially because of the speed, ergonomics, and low-light performance of its latest models.[16][unreliable source?[image: External link]] The mid-range Nikon D90[image: External link], introduced in 2008, was also the first SLR camera to record video.[17][18] Since then video mode has been introduced to many more of the Nikon DSLR cameras including the Nikon D3S[image: External link], Nikon D7000[image: External link], Nikon D5100[image: External link], Nikon D3100[image: External link], Nikon D3200[image: External link] and Nikon D5100[image: External link].[19][20][21][22][23] More recently, Nikon has released a photograph and video editing suite called ViewNX to browse, edit, merge and share images and videos.[24][25][26]
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 Film camera production




Once Nikon introduced affordable consumer-level DSLRs such as the Nikon D70[image: External link] in the mid-2000s, sales of its consumer and professional film cameras fell rapidly, following the general trend in the industry. In January 2006, Nikon announced it would stop making most of its film camera models and all of its large format lenses, and focus on digital models.[27] Nevertheless, Nikon is the only[citation needed[image: External link]] major camera manufacturer still making film SLRs. The remaining model is the professional Nikon F6[image: External link] with the last amateur model, FM10[image: External link], having been discontinued.
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 Movie camera production




Although few models were introduced, Nikon made movie cameras as well. The R10 and R8 SUPER ZOOM Super 8 models (introduced in 1973) were the top of the line and last attempt for the amateur movie field. The cameras had a special gate and claw system to improve image steadiness and overcome a major drawback of Super 8 cartridge design. The R10 model has a high speed 10X macro zoom lens.

Contrary to other brands, Nikon never attempted to offer projectors or their accessories.
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 Thai operations




Nikon has shifted much of its manufacturing facilities to Thailand[image: External link], with some production (especially of Coolpix cameras and some low-end lenses) in China and Indonesia[image: External link]. The company constructed a factory in Ayuthaya[image: External link] north of Bangkok[image: External link] in Thailand in 1991. By the year 2000, it had 2,000 employees. Steady growth over the next few years and an increase of floor space from the original 19,400 square meters (208,827 square feet) to 46,200 square meters (497,300 square feet) enabled the factory to produce a wider range of Nikon products. By 2004, it had more than 8,000 workers.

The range of the products produced at Nikon Thailand include plastic molding, optical parts, painting[image: External link], printing[image: External link], metal processing, plating[image: External link], spherical lens process, aspherical lens[image: External link] process, prism[image: External link] process, electrical and electronic mounting process, silent wave motor[image: External link] and autofocus[image: External link] unit production.

As of 2009, all of Nikon's Nikon DX format[image: External link] DSLR[image: External link] cameras and the D600[image: External link], a prosumer[image: External link] FX camera, are produced in Thailand, while their professional and semi-professional Nikon FX format[image: External link] (full frame) cameras ( D700[image: External link], D3[image: External link], D3S[image: External link], D3X[image: External link], D4[image: External link], D800[image: External link] and the retro-styled Df[image: External link]) are built in Japan, in the city of Sendai[image: External link]. The Thai facility also produces most of Nikon's digital "DX" zoom lenses, as well as numerous other lenses in the Nikkor line.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cultural activities




In Japan, Nikon runs the Nikon Salon[image: External link] exhibition spaces, runs the Nikkor Club for amateur photographers (to whom it distributes the series of Nikon Salon books), and arranges the Ina Nobuo Award[image: External link], Miki Jun Award[image: External link] and Miki Jun Inspiration Awards[image: External link].
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 Sponsorship




As of November 19, 2013, Nikon is the "Official Camera" of Walt Disney World Resort[image: External link] and Disneyland Resort[image: External link].[28]

Nikon is the official co-sponsor of Galatasaray SK Football Team[image: External link].[29][30][31]

In 2014 Nikon sponsored the Copa Sadia do Brasil 2014 and the AFC Champions League[image: External link].[32]
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 Nikon-Essilor Co. Ltd.




In 1999, Nikon and Essilor[image: External link] have signed a Memorandum of understanding to form a global strategic alliance in corrective lenses by forming a 50/50 joint venture in Japan[image: External link] to be called Nikon-Essilor Co. Ltd.

The main purpose of the joint venture is to further strengthen the corrective lens business of both companies. This will be achieved through the integrated strengths of Nikon's strong brand backed up by advanced optical technology and strong sales network in Japanese market, coupled with the high productivity and worldwide marketing and sales network of Essilor, the world leader in this industry.[33]

Nikon-Essilor Co. Ltd. started its business in January 2000, responsible for research, development, production and sales mainly for ophthalmic optics.[34]
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 Recent development




The Company developed the first lithography equipment from Japan which is essential for semiconductor manufacturing. Devices from Nikon enjoyed high demand from global chipmakers, including Intel, and Nikon became the world's leading producer of semiconductor lithography systems until the 1990s. In recent years, AMSL, a dutch company, has grabbed over 80 percent of the global market in 2015 by adopting an open innovation method of product development. Nikon saw a sharp drop in its market share from less than 40 percent in early 2000s.[35][36] The Company has been losing an estimated ¥17 billion a year in its precision instruments unit. Furthermore, revenue from its camera business has dropped 30% in three years prior to fiscal 2015.[37] In 2013, it forecast the first drop in sales from interchangeable lens cameras since Nikon's first digital SLR in 1999.[35] The Company's net profit has fallen from a peak of ¥75.4 billion (fiscal 2007) to ¥18.2 billion for fiscal 2015.[37] Nikon plans to reassign over 1,500 employees resulting in job cuts of 1,000 by 2017 as the Company shifts focus to medical and industrial devices business for growth.[38][37][36]
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 Cameras




In January 2006 Nikon announced the discontinuation of all but two models of its film cameras, focusing its efforts on the digital camera market.[39] It continues to sell the fully manual FM10[image: External link], and still offers the high-end fully automatic F6[image: External link].[40][41] Nikon has also committed to service all the film cameras for a period of ten years after production ceases.[42]
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 Film 35 mm[image: External link] SLR[image: External link] cameras with manual focus




High-end (Professional - Intended for professional use, heavy duty and weather resistance)


	
Nikon F[image: External link] series (1959, known in Germany for legal reasons as the Nikkor F)

	
Nikon F2[image: External link] series (1971)

	
Nikon F3[image: External link] series (1980)



Midrange


	
Nikkorex[image: External link] series (1960)

	
Nikkormat[image: External link] F series (1965, known in Japan as the Nikomat F series)

	
Nikon FM[image: External link] (1977)

	
Nikon FM2[image: External link] series (1982)

	
Nikon FM10[image: External link] (1995)

	
Nikon FM3A[image: External link] (2001)



Midrange with electronic features


	
Nikkormat[image: External link] EL series (1972, known in Japan as the Nikomat EL series)

	Nikon EL2 (1977)

	
Nikon FE[image: External link] (1978)

	
Nikon FE2[image: External link] (1983)

	
Nikon FA[image: External link] (1983)

	
Nikon F-601M[image: External link] (1990, known in North America as the N6000)

	
Nikon FE10[image: External link] (1996)



Entry-level (Consumer)


	
Nikon EM[image: External link] (1979)

	
Nikon FG[image: External link] (1982)

	
Nikon FG-20[image: External link] (1984)

	
Nikon F-301[image: External link] (1985, known in North America as the N2000)
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 Film APS[image: External link] SLR[image: External link] cameras





	Nikon Pronea 600i / Pronea 6i (1996)[43]


	Nikon Pronea S (1997)[44]
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 Film 35 mm SLR[image: External link] cameras with autofocus




High-end (Professional - Intended for professional use, heavy duty and weather resistance)


	
Nikon F3AF[image: External link] (1983, modified F3 body with Autofocus Finder DX-1)

	
Nikon F4[image: External link] (1988) - (World's first professional auto-focus SLR camera and world's first professional SLR camera with a built-in motor drive)

	
Nikonos RS[image: External link] (1992) (Professional when reviewed in underwater conditions) - (World's first underwater auto-focus SLR camera)[45]


	
Nikon F5[image: External link] (1996)

	
Nikon F6[image: External link] (2004)



High-end (Prosumer - Intended for pro-consumers who want the main mechanic/electronic features of the professional line but don't need the same heavy duty/weather resistance)


	
Nikon F-501[image: External link] (1986, known in North America as the N2020)

	
Nikon F-801[image: External link] (1988, known in the U.S. as the N8008)

	Nikon F-801S (1991, known in the U.S. as the N8008S)

	
Nikon F90[image: External link] (1992, known in the U.S. as the N90)

	
Nikon F90X[image: External link] (1994, known in the U.S. as the N90S)

	
Nikon F80[image: External link] (2000, known in the U.S. as the N80)

	
Nikon F100[image: External link] (1999)



Mid-range (Consumer)


	
Nikon F-601[image: External link] (1990, known in the U.S. as the N6006)

	
Nikon F70[image: External link] (1994, known in the U.S. as the N70)

	
Nikon F75[image: External link] (2003, known in the U.S. as the N75)



Entry-level (Consumer)


	
Nikon F-401[image: External link] (1987, known in the U.S. as the N4004)

	Nikon F-401S (1989, known in the U.S. as the N4004S)

	Nikon F-401X (1991, known in the U.S. as the N5005)

	
Nikon F50[image: External link] (1994, known in the U.S. as the N50)

	
Nikon F60[image: External link] (1999, known in the U.S. as the N60)

	
Nikon F65[image: External link] (2000, known in the U.S. as the N65)

	
Nikon F55[image: External link] (2002, known in the U.S. as the N55)
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 Professional Rangefinder cameras[image: External link]





	
Nikon I[image: External link] (1948)[46]


	
Nikon M[image: External link] (1949)[47]


	
Nikon S[image: External link] (1951)[48]


	Nikon S2 (1954)[49]


	
Nikon SP[image: External link] (1957)[50]


	
Nikon S3[image: External link] (1958)[51]


	
Nikon S4[image: External link] (1959) (entry-level)[52]


	Nikon S3M (1960)[53]


	
Nikon S3[image: External link] 2000 (2000)[54]


	
Nikon SP[image: External link] Limited Edition (2005)[55]
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 Compact cameras




Between 1983 and the early 2000s[56] a broad range of compact cameras were made by Nikon. Nikon first started by naming the cameras with a series name (like the L35/L135-series, the RF/RD-series, the W35-series, the EF or the AW-series). In later production cycles, the cameras were double branded with a series-name on the one and a sales name on the other hand. Sales names were for example Zoom-Touch for cameras with a wide zoom range, Lite-Touch for ultra compact models, Fun-Touch for easy to use cameras and Sport-Touch for splash water resistance. After the late 1990s, Nikon dropped the series names and continued only with the sales name. Nikon's APS-cameras were all named Nuvis.

The cameras came in all price ranges from entry-level fixed-lens-cameras to the top model Nikon 35Ti and 28Ti with titanium body and 3D-Matrix-Metering.
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 Movie cameras





	Double 8 (8mm)




	NIKKOREX 8 (1960)

	NIKKOREX 8F (1963)




	Super 8




	Nikon Super Zoom 8 (1966)

	Nikon 8X Super Zoom (1967)

	Nikon R8 Super Zoom (1973)

	Nikon R10 Super Zoom (1973)
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 Professional Underwater cameras




Main article: Nikonos[image: External link]



	
Nikonos[image: External link] I Calypso[image: External link] (1963, originally known in France as the Calypso/Nikkor)

	Nikonos II (1968)

	Nikonos III (1975)

	Nikonos IV-A (1980)

	Nikonos V (1984)

	Nikonos RS (1992)[57] (World's first underwater Auto-Focus SLR camera)[45]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Digital cameras




Nikon's raw image format[image: External link] is NEF, for Nikon Electronic File. The "DSCN" prefix for image files stands for "Digital Still Camera - Nikon."
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 Digital compact cameras




Main article: Nikon Coolpix series[image: External link]


The Nikon Coolpix series are digital compact cameras[image: External link] produced in many variants: Superzoom[image: External link], bridge[image: External link], travel-zoom, miniature compact and waterproof/rugged[image: External link] cameras. The top compact cameras are several "Performance" series indicated by a "P...".
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 Larger sensor compact cameras




Coolpix series since 2008 listed.


	
Nikon Coolpix P6000[image: External link], 2008-08-07 (CCD, 14 megapixels, 4x zoom)

	
Nikon Coolpix P7000[image: External link], 2010-09-08 (CCD, 10.1 megapixels, 7x zoom)

	
Nikon Coolpix P7100[image: External link], 2011-08-24 (roughly same specifications as predecessor)

	Nikon Coolpix P7700[image: External link]

	
Nikon Coolpix A[image: External link], 2013-03-05 (16MP DX[image: External link]-CMOS sensor)

	Nikon Coolpix P7800[image: External link]
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 Light-weight fast lens[image: External link] compact cameras





	Nikon Coolpix P300

	Nikon Coolpix P310

	Nikon Coolpix P330

	Nikon Coolpix P340




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bridge cameras[image: External link]





	Nikon Coolpix L810, Feb, 2012-16 MP, 26x optical zoom, no wi-fi,fixed LCD, ISO 80-1600

	Nikon Coolpix L820, Jan, 2013-16 MP, 30x optical zoom, no wi-fi, fixed LCD, ISO 125-3200

	Nikon Coolpix L830, Jan, 2014-16 MP, 34x optical zoom with 68x Dynamic Fine Zoom, no wi-fi, tilting LCD, ISO 125-1600 (3200 in Auto)

	Nikon Coolpix L840 Feb, 2015-16 MP, 38x optical zoom with 76x Dynamic Fine Zoom,Built-in Wi-Fi® and NFC (Near Field Communication),3 inch high-resolution tilting LCD, ISO 125 - 1600



ISO 3200, 6400 (available when using Auto mode)


	
Nikon Coolpix P500, Feb, 2011-12.1 MP[image: External link], 36x optical zoom, tilt LCD, ISO 160-3200

	
Nikon Coolpix P510[image: External link], Feb, 2012-16.1 MP, 41.7x optical zoom (24–1000mm), no wi-fi, vari-angle LCD, ISO 100-3200

	
Nikon Coolpix P520[image: External link], Jan, 2013-18.1 MP, 42x optical zoom, optional wi-fi, vari-angle LCD, ISO 80-3200

	
Nikon Coolpix P530, Feb, 2014-16.1 MP, 42x optical zoom & 84x Dynamic Fine Zoom, opt wi-fi, fixed LCD, ISO 100-1600 (ISO 3200, 6400 in PASM mode)

	
Nikon Coolpix P600[image: External link], Feb, 2014-16.1 MP, 60x optical zoom and 120 Dynamic Fine Zoom, built in wi-fi, vari-angle LCD, ISO 100-1600 (ISO 3200, 6400 in PASM mode)




	Nikon Coolpix P610[image: External link]

	Nikon Coolpix P900[image: External link]
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 Mirrorless interchangeable-lens cameras[image: External link]




Nikon 1 series[image: External link] - CX[image: External link] sensor, Nikon 1 mount[image: External link] lenses


	
Nikon 1 J1[image: External link], September 21, 2011, : 10 MP[image: External link]


	
Nikon 1[image: External link] V1[image: External link], September 21, 2011, : 10 MP[58]


	
Nikon 1[image: External link] J2[image: External link], August 10, 2012, : 10 MP

	
Nikon 1[image: External link] V2[image: External link],[59] October 24, 2012, : 14 MP

	
Nikon 1[image: External link] J3[image: External link], January 8, 2013, : 14 MP

	
Nikon 1[image: External link] S1[image: External link], January 8, 2013, : 10 MP

	
Nikon 1 AW1[image: External link], : 14 MP

	
Nikon 1[image: External link] V3[image: External link], : 18 MP, tilt LCD

	
Nikon 1[image: External link] J4[image: External link], : 18 MP

	
Nikon 1[image: External link] J5[image: External link], : 20 MP
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 Digital single lens reflex cameras[image: External link]




High-end (Professional - Intended for professional use, heavy duty and weather resistance)


	
Nikon D1[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, June 15, 1999 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D1X[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, February 5, 2001 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D1H[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, high speed, February 5, 2001 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D2H[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, high speed, July 22, 2003 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D2X[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, September 16, 2004 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D2HS[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, high speed, February 16, 2005 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D2XS[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, June 1, 2006 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D3[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, August 23, 2007 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D3X[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, December 1, 2008 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D3S[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, October 14, 2009 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D4[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, January 6, 2012 - Discontinued[60]


	
Nikon D4S[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, February 25, 2014 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D5[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, January 5, 2016



High-end (Prosumer - Intended for pro-consumers who want the main mechanical/weather resistance and electronic features of the professional line but don't need the same heavy duty)


	
Nikon D100[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, February 21, 2002 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D200[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, November 1, 2005 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D300[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, August 23, 2007 - Discontinued[61]


	
Nikon D300S[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, July 30, 2009 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D700[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, July 1, 2008 – Discontinued

	
Nikon D800[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, February 7, 2012 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D800E[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, April 2012 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D600[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, September 13, 2012 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D610[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, October 2013

	
Nikon Df[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, November 2013

	
Nikon D810[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, June 2014

	
Nikon D750[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame sensor, September 11, 2014[62]


	
Nikon D810A[image: External link], FX[image: External link]/Full Frame Sensor, February 2015

	
Nikon D500[image: External link], DX[image: External link] sensor, January 5, 2016



Midrange and professional usage cameras with DX[image: External link] sensor


	
Nikon D70[image: External link], January 28, 2004 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D70S[image: External link], April 20, 2005 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D80[image: External link], August 9, 2006 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D90[image: External link], August 27, 2008[63] - Discontinued

	
Nikon D7000[image: External link], September 15, 2010 - Discontinued[64]


	
Nikon D7100[image: External link], February 21, 2013[65]


	
Nikon D7200[image: External link], March 2, 2015[66]


	
Nikon D7500[image: External link], April 12, 2017[67]




Upper-entry-level (Consumer) - DX[image: External link] sensor

Along with the D750 and D500 above, these are the only Nikon DSLR's with the articulated (tilt-and-swivel) display[image: External link].


	
Nikon D5000[image: External link], April 14, 2009 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D5100[image: External link], April 5, 2011 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D5200[image: External link], November 6, 2012 Discontinued[68]


	
Nikon D5300[image: External link], October 17, 2013

	
Nikon D5500[image: External link], January 5, 2015

	
Nikon D5600[image: External link], November 10, 2016



Entry-level (Consumer) - DX[image: External link] sensor


	
Nikon D50[image: External link], April 20, 2005 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D40[image: External link], November 16, 2006 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D40X[image: External link], March 6, 2007 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D60[image: External link], January 29, 2008 - Discontinued

	
Nikon D3000[image: External link], July 30, 2009 – Discontinued

	
Nikon D3100[image: External link], August 19, 2010 - Discontinued[69]


	
Nikon D3200[image: External link], April 19, 2012 - Discontinued[70]


	
Nikon D3300[image: External link], January 7, 2014

	
Nikon D3400[image: External link], August 17, 2016[71]
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 Photo optics





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Lenses for F-mount cameras




The Nikon F-mount[image: External link] is a type of interchangeable lens mount developed by Nikon for its 35 mm Single-lens reflex cameras[image: External link]. The F-mount was first introduced on the Nikon F camera in 1959.


	See Nikon F-mount → Nikkor[image: External link]


	Lenses with integrated motors: List of Nikon F-mount lenses with integrated autofocus motors[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other lenses for photography and imaging




Main article: Nikkor[image: External link]
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 Electronic flash units




Main article: Speedlight[image: External link]


Nikon uses the term Speedlight[image: External link] for its electronic flashes[image: External link]. Recent models include the SB-R200, SB-300, SB-400, SB-600[image: External link], SB-700, SB-800[image: External link], SB-900[image: External link], SB-910 and R1C1.
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 Film scanners




Nikon's digital capture line also includes a successful range of dedicated scanners for a variety of formats, including Advanced Photo System (IX240)[image: External link], 35 mm[image: External link], and 60 mm[image: External link] film.


	(1988) LS-3500 (4096x6144, 4000 dpi, 30 bits per pixel) HP-IB (requires a third-party NuBus card; intended for Mac platforms, for which there is a Photoshop plug-in).[72]


	(1992) Coolscan LS-10 (2700 dpi) SCSI. First to be named "Coolscan" to denote LED illumination.[73]


	(1994) LS-3510AF (4096x6144, 4000 dpi, 30 bits per pixel) Auto-focus SCSI (usually employed on Mac platforms with a Photoshop plug-in; TWAIN is available for PC platforms).[74]


	(1995) LS-4500AF (4 x 5 inch and 120/220 formats, 1000x2000 dpi, 35mm format 3000x3000). 12bit A/D. SCSI. Fitted with auto-focus lens.[75]


	(1996) Super Coolscan LS-1000 (2592x3888, 2700 dpi) SCSI. scan time cut by half[76]


	(1996) Coolscan II LS-20 E (2700 dpi) SCSI[77]


	(1998) Coolscan LS-2000 (2700 dpi, 12-bit) SCSI, multiple sample, "CleanImage" software[78]


	(1998) Coolscan III LS-30 E (2700 dpi, 10-bit) SCSI[79]


	(2001) Coolscan IV LS-40 ED (2900 dpi, 12-bit, 3.6D) USB, SilverFast, ICE, ROC, GEM[80]


	(2001) Coolscan LS-4000 ED (4000 dpi, 14-bit, 4.2D) Firewire[81]


	(2001) Coolscan LS-8000 ED (4000 dpi, 14-bit, 4.2D) Firewire, multiformat[82]


	(2003) Coolscan V LS-50 ED (4000 dpi, 14-bit, 4.2D) USB

	(2003) Super Coolscan LS-5000 ED (4000 dpi, 16bit, 4.8D) USB

	(2004) Super Coolscan LS-9000 ED (4000 dpi, 16bit, 4.8D) Firewire, multiformat



Nikon introduced its first scanner, the Nikon LS-3500 with a maximum resolution of 4096 x 6144 pixels, in 1988. Prior to the development of 'cool' LED lighting this scanner used a halogen lamp (hence the name 'Coolscan' for the following models). The resolution of the following LED based Coolscan model didn't increase but the price was significantly lower. Colour depth, scan quality, imaging and hardware functionality as well as scanning speed was gradually improved with each following model. The final 'top of the line' 35mm Coolscan LS-5000 ED was a device capable of archiving greater numbers of slides; 50 framed slides or 40 images on film roll. It could scan all these in one batch using special adapters. A single maximum resolution scan was performed in no more than 20 seconds as long as no post-processing was also performed. With the launch of the Coolscan 9000 ED Nikon introduced its most up-to-date film scanner which, like the Minolta Dimage scanners were the only film scanners that, due to a special version of Digital ICE[image: External link], were able to scan Kodachrome[image: External link] film reliably both dust and scratch free. LaserSoft Imaging[image: External link]'s scan software SilverFast[image: External link] features a similar technique (iSRD) since end of 2008, that allows every Nikon film scanner to remove dust and scratches from Kodachrome scans. In late 2007 much of the software's code had to be rewritten to make it Mac OS 10.5 compatible. Nikon announced it would discontinue supporting its Nikon Scan software for the Macintosh as well as for Windows Vista 64-bit.[83] Third-party software solutions like SilverFast or Vuescan[image: External link] provide alternatives to the official Nikon drivers and scanning software, and maintain updated drivers for most current operating systems. Between 1994 and 1996 Nikon developed three flatbed scanner[image: External link] models named Scantouch, which couldn't keep up with competitive flatbed products and were hence discontinued to allow Nikon to focus on its dedicated film scanners.
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 Sport optics
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 Binoculars
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 Spotting scopes
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 Rifle scopes
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 Nikon Metrology




Nikon has a Metrology[image: External link] division that produces hardware and software products for 2D & 3D measurement from nano to large scale measurement volumes. Products include Optical Laser Probes, X-ray computed tomography[image: External link], Coordinate-measuring machine[image: External link] (CMM),Laser Radar Systems (LR), Microscopes, Portable CMMs, Large Volume Metrology, Motion Measurement and Adaptive Robotic Controls, Semiconductor Systems, Metrology Software including CMM-Manager, CAMIO Studio and Auto Measure. Measurements are performed using tactile and non-contact probes, measurement data is collected in software and processed for comparison to nominal CAD (Computer-aided design[image: External link]) or part specification or for recreating / reverse engineering[image: External link] physical work pieces.
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 Other products




Nikon also manufactures ophthalmic[image: External link] equipment, loupes[image: External link], monoculars[image: External link], binocular telescopes[image: External link], microscopes[image: External link], laser rangefinders,[84] cameras for microscopy, optical and video[image: External link]-based measurement[image: External link] equipment, scanners and steppers[image: External link] for the manufacture of integrated circuits[image: External link] and liquid crystal displays[image: External link], and semiconductor device[image: External link] inspection equipment. The steppers and scanners represent about one third of the income for the company as of 2008.[85] Nikon has also manufactured eyeglasses, sunglasses, and glasses frames, under the brands Nikon, Niji, Nobili-Ti, Presio, and Velociti VTI.[86]
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 Cultural references





	Singer Paul Simon[image: External link] referenced Nikon Cameras in his 1973[image: External link] song " Kodachrome[image: External link]."[87]


	Dexter Morgan, main character of the Showtime series Dexter, can be seen using a Nikon camera throughout the show.

	In the movie Hackers[image: External link], the character "Lord Nikon" got his alias because of his photographic memory.

	In the lyrics to the Oak Ridge Boys song "American Made", a reference to Nikon Cameras is made ( "I got a Nikon camera, a Sony color tv").

	In the movie "The French Connection", the drug dealer gives his girl friend a Nikon F.

	In the film "The Most Beautiful[image: External link]" by Akira Kurosawa[image: External link], the "East Asian Optical Company" scenes were filmed at the Nippon Kogaku[image: External link] factory in Totsuka, Yokohama, Japan.[88]
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 Awards and recognition




Nikon was ranked 134th among India's most trusted brands according to the Brand Trust Report[image: External link] 2012, a study conducted by Trust Research Advisory. In the Brand Trust Report 2013, Nikon was ranked 28th among India's most trusted brands and subsequently, according to the Brand Trust Report 2014, Nikon was ranked 178th among India's most trusted brands.[89]
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Jamshedpur






Jamshedpur (/'dZa:mSedpoer /[image: External link],   pronunciation[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link])) is the most populous urban agglomeration in the Indian state[image: External link] of Jharkhand.

Jamshedpur is the headquarters of the East Singhbhum[image: External link] district of Jharkhand. According to the 2011 census of India, Jamshedpur (East Singhbhum & Seraikela-Kharsawan) district has current population of 1,337,131; the Jamshedpur urban agglomeration[image: External link] (UA), which includes the adjoining areas, Jamshedpur Urban Area is the third largest in eastern India after Kolkata and Patna. It is also the first planned industrial city of India. It is located on the Chota Nagpur plateau[image: External link] and is surrounded by the picturesque Dalma Hills. The city is bordered by the rivers Subarnarekha[image: External link] and Kharkai[image: External link] on the north and west parts of the city. Jamshedpur is home to world's tenth largest steel manufacturing company, Tata Steel[image: External link].[5]

Jamshedpur has been predicted as the 84th fastest growing city in the world for the timeframe 2006–2020 with average annual growth of 2.59%.[6]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Etymology




In 1919 Lord Chelmsford[image: External link] named the city, which was earlier a village called Sakchi[image: External link], to Jamshedpur in honour of its founder, Jamsetji Tata[image: External link], whose birthday is celebrated on 3 March as Founder's Day.[citation needed[image: External link]] J. N. Tata had written to his son Dorabji Tata about his vision of a great city in the area. On Founders Day, the 225-acre (0.91 km2) Jubilee Park is decorated with brilliant lightwork for about a week.

The city has several nicknames, including "Industrial capital of Jharkhand" (spontaneous among native youngsters); "Steel City" (which was referenced during Tata Steel's "Green City—Clean City—Steel City" campaign); "Tatanagar" after the name of its railway station or simply "Tata" in deference to the presence of Tata[image: External link] companies. At one time it was also known as "Kalimati" (meaning "Land of Goddess Kali") after the village near the Sakchi area. Sakchi was renamed to Jamshedpur in 1919.[7] The only trace of the name is the main road through Sakchi area of Jamshedpur which is named Kalimati Road.
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 History




At the end of 19th century, Jamsetji Tata met steelmakers in Pittsburgh[image: External link] to get the most advanced technology for his plant. It is said that he got the idea of building a steel plant when he heard Thomas Carlyle[image: External link] declaring that "the nation which gains control of iron soon acquires the control of gold" in a lecture in Manchester.[8] At the turn of the twentieth century, Jamshetji Tata asked geologist Charles Page Perin to help him find the site to build India's first steel plant. The search for a site rich in iron, coal, limestone and water began in April 1904 in today's Madhya Pradesh[image: External link]. Then Maharaja of Mayurbhanja appointed in his court renowned geologist Shri Pramatha Nath Bose[image: External link] who had been instrumental in setting up of the steel plant at Sakchi. Bose on request of the Maharaja of Mayurbhanja surveyed the Gorumahisani hills of Babanghati region of then Mayurbhanja state and found Hematite deposit there. P N Bose insisted Jamsetji Tata to choose Sakchi for his dream plant.

The prospectors C. M. Weld, Dorabji Tata[image: External link] and Shapurji Saklatvala[image: External link] took nearly three years in a painstaking search across vast stretches of inhospitable terrain to find a location. One day they came across a village called Sakchi, on the densely forested stretches of the Chota Nagpur plateau[image: External link], near the confluence of the Subarnarekha[image: External link] and Kharkai[image: External link] rivers. It seemed to be the ideal choice and the place was selected.[9]

In 1908 the construction of the plant as well as the city officially began.[9] The first steel ingot was rolled on 16 February 1912. It was a momentous day in the history of industrial India.[10]

Jamsetji's plan for the city was clear. He envisioned far more than a mere row of workers hutments. He insisted upon building all the comforts and conveniences a city could provide. As a result, many areas in the city are well planned and there are public leisure places such as the Jubilee Park. While building the city, Jamsetji Tata had said, "Be sure to lay wide streets planted with shady trees, every other of a quick growing variety. Be sure that there is plenty of space for lawns and gardens; reserve large areas for football, hockey and parks; earmark areas for Hindu[image: External link] temples, Muslim mosques and Christian churches."

Messrs Julin Kennedy Sahlin from Pittsburgh prepared the first layout of the town of Jamshedpur.[11] What the city looks like today is a testament to their visionary plans.[12] Jamshedpur is the only million plus city in India without a municipal corporation.

Legend has it that in the late 1980s when the state government proposed a law to end the Tatas' administration of Jamshedpur and bring the city under a municipality, the local populace rose in protest and defeated the government's proposal. In 2005, a similar proposal was once again put up by lobbying politicians. The target audience was the working class. A large majority sided with the government and set up protest meetings outside the East-Singhbhum Deputy Commissioner's office. However, the objective was never achieved and Jamshedpur remains without a municipality.[13][14][15]
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 Geography




Jamshedpur is situated in the southern end of the state of Jharkhand and is bordered by the states of Orissa and West Bengal. The average elevation of the city is 135 metres[16] while the range is from 129 m to 151 m.[17] Total geographical area of Jamshedpur is 209 km square.[18] Jamshedpur is primarily located in a hilly region and is surrounded by the Dalma Hills running from west to east and covered with dense forests. The other smaller hill ranges near the city are Ukam Hill and the Jadugoda-musabani hill range.[19] The city is also a part of the larger Chota Nagpur Plateau[image: External link] region. The region is formed of the sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous rocks belonging to the Dharwarian period.

Jamshedpur is located at the confluence of Kharkai and Subarnarekha Rivers. Subarnarekha is the principal river of Jamshedpur, which flows from west to south-eastern part of the territory. Many small rivers, especially the tributaries, join the Subarnarekha river in this area. Kharkai flows from the south and joins the Subarnarekha river at a place called Domuhani. The two rivers are the major sources of drinking water and groundwater for the city. Several lakes of varying size are also located near the fringes of the city. The major of them being the Dimna lake located in between the Dalma range and the Sitarampur reservoir situated beside Kharkai river. It's also a major tourist spot in the region.[20] Both of them also act as reservoirs for drinking water in the city.

The city falls under deciduous type of forest region and the green cover is estimated to be around 33% of the total land area.[21] The city falls under the Seismic Zone II region[image: External link].[22]
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 Climate




Jamshedpur features a tropical wet and dry climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link]: Aw). Summers start in mid-March and can be extremely hot in May and June. The temperature variation during summer is from 35 to 49 °C (95 to 120 °F). The minimum temperature during winters is 1 °C (34 °F). The climate of Jamshedpur is marked by south-west monsoon. Jamshedpur gets heavy rainfall from July to September and receives about 1,200 mm (47 in) of rainfall annually.



	Climate data for Jamshedpur, India (1971–2000)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	34.6

(94.3)
	38.6

(101.5)
	42.5

(108.5)
	46.3

(115.3)
	46.5

(115.7)
	46.6

(115.9)
	39.7

(103.5)
	38.6

(101.5)
	36.0

(96.8)
	35.8

(96.4)
	34.8

(94.6)
	32.5

(90.5)
	46.6

(115.9)



	Average high °C (°F)
	26.2

(79.2)
	29.0

(84.2)
	34.2

(93.6)
	38.6

(101.5)
	38.8

(101.8)
	35.9

(96.6)
	32.3

(90.1)
	31.8

(89.2)
	32.1

(89.8)
	31.6

(88.9)
	29.1

(84.4)
	26.2

(79.2)
	32.2

(90)



	Average low °C (°F)
	11.5

(52.7)
	14.2

(57.6)
	18.4

(65.1)
	23.4

(74.1)
	25.5

(77.9)
	25.7

(78.3)
	25.3

(77.5)
	25.1

(77.2)
	24.6

(76.3)
	21.7

(71.1)
	16.5

(61.7)
	11.6

(52.9)
	20.4

(68.7)



	Record low °C (°F)
	4.4

(39.9)
	6.0

(42.8)
	10.0

(50)
	16.2

(61.2)
	17.7

(63.9)
	16.4

(61.5)
	20.7

(69.3)
	18.4

(65.1)
	18.9

(66)
	11.2

(52.2)
	6.6

(43.9)
	4.5

(40.1)
	4.4

(39.9)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	14.7

(0.579)
	26.8

(1.055)
	33.0

(1.299)
	36.2

(1.425)
	79.5

(3.13)
	267.7

(10.539)
	331.1

(13.035)
	354.7

(13.965)
	260.5

(10.256)
	80.5

(3.169)
	10.1

(0.398)
	13.5

(0.531)
	1,508.5

(59.39)



	Average rainy days
	1.6
	1.9
	2.5
	3.3
	5.8
	11.7
	16.1
	16.3
	11.8
	4.4
	1.0
	1.0
	77.5



	Source: India Meteorological Department (record high and low up to 2010)[23][24]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Jamshedpur[image: External link]


Jamshedpur is home to the first private iron and steel company of India. The areas surrounding Jamshedpur are rich in minerals, including iron ore[image: External link], coal[image: External link], manganese[image: External link] bauxite[image: External link] and lime[image: External link]. It is a modern, industrial city; the main industries being iron[image: External link] and steel[image: External link], truck manufacturing, tinplate production, cement and other small and medium scale industries revolving around these products.

The largest factory is that of Tata Steel (the erstwhile Tata Iron and Steel Company or TISCO), situated almost at the centre of the city. Tata Steel is the largest iron and steel producing plant in India, as well as the oldest.[25]

Tata Steel has won the Prime Minister's Trophy for Best Integrated Steel Plant for a record six times,[26] and the Deming Prize[image: External link] for major advances in quality improvement.

The other major factory in the city is Tata Motors[image: External link] with Tata Hitachi Construction Machinery Co. Ltd, which manufactures heavy vehicles and construction/earth moving equipment. Tata Motors was previously called The Tata Engineering and Locomotive Company (TELCO), as railway locomotives were once manufactured here. The plant spreads over 822 acres, is one of the largest in the country, and at peak rate can roll out 450 vehicles per day.[27]
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 Demographics




According to the 2011 census[image: External link] of India,[28] the city of Jamshedpur had a population of 725,623, but the Jamshedpur Urban Agglomeration had a population of 1,337,131. The city is designated as a Million Plus Urban Agglomeration as per Government terminology.[29] Males constitute 52.1% of the population and females 47.9%. Tribals constitute around 28% of the population. Jamshedpur has an average literacy rate of 85.94% - higher than the national average of 74%. In Jamshedpur, 11.5% of the population is under six years of age.[30]

See also: List of cities in Jharkhand[image: External link]
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 Civic administration




The civic administration of the city is under Greater Jamshedpur[image: External link] Metropolitan Region, Govt of Jharkhand.

The major Urban Local Bodies are :


	Jamshedpur Industrial Town

	Jamshedpur Notified Area Committee (JNAC)

	Mango Notified Area Committee (MNAC)

	Adityapur Municipal Council

	Jugsalai Nagar Parishad
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 Transportation
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 Railways




Tatanagar Junction[image: External link] is a railway junction and a A-1 category model station on the Chakradharpur[image: External link] division, of the South Eastern Railway[image: External link]. Other railway stations in the city is Adityapur, Gamharia, Kandra, Govindpur etc.
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 Roadways




Jamshedpur is connected to other parts of India through national and state highways. The major highways are:


	National Highway 33 (NH-33) touches the city and connects it to Mumbai[image: External link] and further joins the NH32, which connects with Kolkata[image: External link], Delhi NH-2, NH-33 and NH-6 connects it to Kharagpur[image: External link], Kolkata[image: External link].

	National Highway 32 (NH-32) connects Jamshedpur to Dhanbad[image: External link], Via Bokaro[image: External link].

	4 lane (Tata-Kandra Road) connects Jamshedpur to Kandra via Gamahria.

	
Marine Drive, Jamshedpur[image: External link] connects Adityapur Toll Bridge to Mango via Kadma, Sonari through the western corridors of Jamshedpur
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 Airport




Sonari Airport[image: External link] is a tiny airport serving the city at present. It is spread over a 25-acre area in the Sonari area of the city. The airport is primarily used for bringing in chartered planes of TATA group.

Tata steel international airport is a proposed Greenfield[image: External link] airport on the outskirts of Jamshedpur. In June 2011, Tata Steel and TRIL entered formally into a joint venture for building the airport.[31] The new airport will be of international standard with a 10,000 ft runway, it will have the capacity to allow commercial airliners such as the Airbus A320 and Jumbo jets to land and take off which was not possible from the present airport.[32] As of Dec 2012, Land acquisition process has started for the Airport. Out of 528 acres of required land 90% is owned by Govt. whereas rest is private land. The company is at present facing opposition in the acquisition process from the local villagers.[33]
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 Education and research




See also: List of educational institutes in Jamshedpur[image: External link]


Important educational institutions in Jamshedpur are: the XLRI[image: External link], which is ranked among the best B-schools in India, founded in 1949; Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Medical College[image: External link], established in 1961; and the engineering college National Institute of Technology, Jamshedpur[image: External link], an Institute of National Importance[image: External link].[34][35]

The National Metallurgical Laboratory[image: External link] (NML), one of the 38 Council of Scientific and Industrial Research[image: External link] (CSIR) laboratories, was inaugurated on 26 November 1950 by Jawaharlal Nehru[image: External link].[36]

Shavak Nanavati Technical Institute (SNTI), established in 1921 as the technical training department of Tata Steel, now develops skilled employees for other companies as well. Its 400,000 volume library is one of the most popular in the city.[37][38]
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 Sports




Jamshedpur has a reputation as the sports capital of Jharkhand with Tata Steel promoting sporting activities. Jamshedpur's private clubs provide opportunities for activities, such as golf, tennis, squash, billiards, horse riding and water scootering.

Academies and stadiums include:

JRD Tata Sports Complex[image: External link] has an international standard multi-use stadium and an eight-lane monosynthetic track. It is primarily used for football and athletics but it has facilities for various other sports including archery, basketball, field hockey, swimming, table tennis, tennis, volleyball,Skating, Yoga as well as a modern gymnasium, are available at the complex. The stadium hosted the women football competition & archery event of the 34th National Games in 2011.

Keenan Stadium[image: External link] has a backdrop of the Dalma Hills, providing a picturesque setting for cricket. The stadium is named after John Lawrence Keenan, a former general manager at Tata Steel. The stadium hosted its 1st International One Day Cricket match on 7 December 1983 in which India lost to the touring West Indies Team. Many other International matches have been played here in which India has won only one match against South Africa in 1999–2000.

Tata Football Academy[image: External link] (TFA) was started in 1987 to nurture budding Indian footballers and raise the standard of Indian football. TFA is a football club in Jamshedpur, sponsored by Tata Steel. Today, Tata Football Academy is one of the premier football[image: External link] breeding grounds in India.

Tata Archery Academy: archery is a sport indigenous to the tribal people of Chhotanagpur[image: External link] and Santhal Pargana. Tata Steel has pursued and nurtured the local tribals and provided them with facilities and training to bring them up to international competition standards in archery. Its students have attributed a lot of fame to the institute by bringing in many medals in National and International competitions.

Jamshedpur has two golf courses—the Beldih Golf Course and the Golmuri Golf Course. Both these courses are at the heart of the city. The biggest is the Beldih Golf Course which is around 6000 yards. The Golmuri Golf Course although smaller is also challenging. They together hold the annual Tata Open Golf Tournament which is an event held under the support of the Professional Golf Tour of India[image: External link]. The tournament was started in 2002.

Jamshedpur also has The Jamshedpur Gliding Club and The Jamshedpur Co-operative Flying club.
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 Media
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 Print media




English, Hindi[image: External link], and Bengali[image: External link] newspapers are published from the city, including Dainik Jagran[image: External link], The Telegraph[image: External link], Dainik Bhaskar[image: External link], Hindustan Times, Times of India[image: External link], Prabhat Khabar[image: External link] and The Avenue Mail[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Notable people




See also: List of people from Jamshedpur[image: External link]



	
Gerald Durrell[image: External link], OBE[image: External link], conservationist

	
Priyanka Chopra, former Miss World[image: External link] and actress

	
R. Madhavan[image: External link], actor

	
Tanushree Dutta[image: External link], former Femina Miss India and actress

	Imtiaz Ali (director)[image: External link]

	
Pratyusha Banerjee[image: External link], telivision actress

	
Saurabh Tiwary[image: External link], cricketer

	
Shomu Mukherjee[image: External link], filmaker

	
Varun Aaron[image: External link], cricketer

	
Simone Singh[image: External link], Indian television actress

	
Shilpa Rao[image: External link], Singer

	
Rasika Dugal[image: External link], actor




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Economy and Industries of Jamshedpur[image: External link]

	Tata Steel[image: External link]

	Tatanagar Railway Station[image: External link]

	List of mobile network operators in Jamshedpur[image: External link]
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Bihar






For other uses, see Bihar (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Bihar (/b'ha:r /[image: External link]; Hindustani pronunciation:  [bɪˈɦaːr][image: External link]) is an Indian state considered to be a part of Eastern[image: External link][7][8] as well as Northern India[image: External link].[9][10][11] It is the 13th-largest state of India, with an area of 94,163 km2 (36,357 sq mi). The third-largest state of India by population, it is contiguous with Uttar Pradesh[image: External link] to its west, Nepal[image: External link] to the north, the northern part of West Bengal[image: External link] to the east, with Jharkhand to the south. The Bihar plain is split by the river Ganges[image: External link] which flows from west to east.[7] Bihar is an amalgamation of three main distinct regions, these are Magadh[image: External link], Mithila[image: External link] and Bhojpur[image: External link].[12]

On November 15, 2000, southern Bihar was ceded to form the new state of Jharkhand.[13] Only 11.3% of the population of Bihar lives in urban areas, which is the lowest in India after Himachal Pradesh.[14] Additionally, almost 58% of Biharis[image: External link] are below the age of 25,[15] giving Bihar the highest proportion of young people of any Indian state. The official languages of the state are Hindi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link].[5][6] Other languages commonly used within the state[image: External link] include Bhojpuri[image: External link], Maithili[image: External link], Magahi[image: External link], Bajjika[image: External link], and Angika[image: External link] (Maithili is the only one of these to be officially accepted by the government).[16][17]

In ancient and classical India, the area that is now Bihar was considered a centre of power, learning, and culture.[18] From Magadha arose India's first empire, the Maurya empire[image: External link], as well as one of the world's most widely adhered-to religions, Buddhism[image: External link].[19] Magadha empires, notably under the Maurya[image: External link] and Gupta[image: External link] dynasties, unified large parts of South Asia under a central rule.[20] Another region of Bihar is Mithila[image: External link] which was an early centre of Brahmanical learning and the centre of the Videha[image: External link] kingdom.[21]

Since the late 1970s, Bihar has lagged far behind other Indian states in terms of social and economic development.[22][23][24] Many economists and social scientists claim that this is a direct result of the policies of the central government, such as the Freight equalisation policy[image: External link],[25][26] its apathy towards Bihar,[15][27][28] lack of Bihari sub-nationalism,[26][29][30] and the Permanent Settlement[image: External link] of 1793 by the British East India Company[image: External link].[26] The state government has, however, made significant strides in developing the state.[31] Improved governance has led to an economic revival in the state through increased investment in infrastructure,[32] better health care facilities, greater emphasis on education, and a reduction in crime and corruption.[33][34]
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 Etymology




The name Bihar is derived from the Sanskrit[image: External link] and Pali[image: External link] word, Vihara[image: External link] ( Devanagari[image: External link]: विहार), meaning "abode". The region roughly encompassing the present state was dotted with Buddhist vihara, the abodes of Buddhist monks in the ancient and medieval periods. Medieval writer Minhaj al-Siraj Juzjani[image: External link] records in the Tabakat-i-Nasiri that in 1198, Bakhtiyar Khalji[image: External link] committed a massacre in a town now known as Bihar Sharif[image: External link], about 70 km away from Bodh Gaya[image: External link].[35][36]
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 History




Main article: History of Bihar[image: External link]


See also: Timeline for Bihar[image: External link]; Magadha[image: External link]; History of Buddhism in India[image: External link]; Decline of Buddhism in India[image: External link]; Mithila, India[image: External link]; and List of rulers of Mithila[image: External link]
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 Ancient




Chirand[image: External link], on the northern bank of the Ganga River[image: External link], in Saran district[image: External link], has an archaeological record from the Neolithic age[image: External link] (about 2500–1345 BC).[37][38] Regions of Bihar—such as Magadha[image: External link], Mithila[image: External link] and Anga[image: External link]—are mentioned in religious texts and epics of ancient India.

Mithila first gained prominence after being settled by Indo-Aryan[image: External link] peoples who established the Videha[image: External link] Kingdom.[39] [40] During the late Vedic period (c. 1100-500 BCE), Videha became one of the major political and cultural centers of South Asia, along with Kuru and Pañcāla. The Kings of the Videha Kingdom where called Janakas[image: External link].[41] Sita[image: External link], a daughter of one of the Janaks of Mithila[image: External link] is mentioned as the consort of Lord Rama[image: External link], in the Hindu epic[image: External link], Ramayana[image: External link], written by Valmiki[image: External link].[42] [43] The Videha Kingdom later became incorporated into the Vajji[image: External link] confederacy which had its capital in the city of Vaishali[image: External link], which is also in Mithila.[44] Vajji had a republican form of government where the king was elected from the number of rajas. Based on the information found in texts pertaining to Jainism and Buddhism, Vajji was established as a republic by the 6th century BCE, before the birth of Gautama Buddha[image: External link] in 563 BCE, making it the world's first republic.

The region of modern-day southwestern Bihar called Magadha[image: External link] remained the centre of power, learning, and culture in India for 1000 years. The Haryanka dynasty[image: External link], founded in 684 BC, ruled Magadha[image: External link] from the city of Rajgriha[image: External link] (modern Rajgir[image: External link]). The two well-known kings from this dynasty were Bimbisara[image: External link] and his son Ajatashatru[image: External link], who imprisoned his father to ascend the throne. Ajatashatru[image: External link] founded the city of Pataliputra[image: External link] which later became the capital of Magadha. He declared war and conquered the Vajji[image: External link]. The Haryanka dynasty was followed by the Shishunaga dynasty[image: External link]. Later the Nanda Dynasty[image: External link] ruled a vast tract stretching from Bengal[image: External link] to Punjab[image: External link].

The Nanda dynasty was replaced by the Maurya Empire[image: External link], India's first empire. The Maurya Empire and the religion of Buddhism[image: External link] arose in the region that now makes up modern Bihar. The Mauryan Empire, which originated from Magadha in 325 BC, was founded by Chandragupta Maurya[image: External link], who was born in Magadha. It had its capital at Pataliputra[image: External link] (modern Patna[image: External link]). The Mauryan[image: External link] emperor, Ashoka[image: External link], who was born in Pataliputra (Patna) is believed to be one of the greatest rulers in the history of the world.[45][46]

The Gupta Empire, which originated in Magadha in 240 AD, is referred as the Golden Age of India in science, mathematics, astronomy, commerce, religion, and Indian philosophy[image: External link].[47] Bihar and Bengal was invaded by Rajendra Chola I[image: External link] of the Chola dynasty[image: External link] in the 11th century.[48][49]
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 Medieval




Buddhism in Magadha went into decline due to the invasion of Muhammad Bin Bakhtiar Khilji[image: External link], during which many of the viharas[image: External link] and the famed universities of Nalanda[image: External link] and Vikramashila[image: External link] were destroyed. It was claimed that thousands of Buddhist[image: External link] monks were massacred during the 12th century.[50][51][52] D. N. Jha suggests, instead, that these incidents were the result of Buddhist-Brahmin skirmishes in a fight for supremacy.[53] In 1540, the great Pathan[image: External link] chieftain, Sher Shah Suri[image: External link], from Sasaram[image: External link], took northern India from the Mughals, defeating the Mughal army of Emperor Humayun. Sher Shah declared Delhi his capital.

From the 11th century to the 20th century, Mithila was ruled by various indigenous dynasties. The first of these where the Karnatas[image: External link], followed by the Oinwar dynasty[image: External link], Raghuvanshi[image: External link] and finally Raj Darbhanga[image: External link].[54] It was during this period that the capital of Mithila was shifted to Darbhanga[image: External link].[55][56]

The tenth and the last Guru[image: External link] of Sikhism[image: External link], Guru Gobind Singh[image: External link] was born in Patna.
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 Colonial Era




After the Battle of Buxar[image: External link] (1764), the British East India Company[image: External link] obtained the diwani rights (rights to administer, and collect revenue or tax) for Bihar, Bengal[image: External link] and Odisha[image: External link]. The rich resources of fertile land, water and skilled labour had attracted the foreign imperialists, particularly the Dutch and British, in the 18th century. A number of agriculture-based industries had been started in Bihar by foreign entrepreneurs.[57] Bihar remained a part of the Bengal Presidency[image: External link] of British India[image: External link] until 1912, when the province of Bihar and Orissa[image: External link] was carved out as a separate province. Since 2010, Bihar has celebrated its birthday as Bihar Diwas[image: External link] on 22 March.[58][59]
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 Pre- and post-Independence




Farmers in Champaran[image: External link] had revolted against indigo[image: External link] cultivation in 1914 (at Pipra[image: External link]) and 1916 (Turkaulia). In April 1917, Mahatma Gandhi[image: External link] visited Champaran, where Raj Kumar Shukla[image: External link] had drawn his attention to the exploitation of the peasants by European indigo[image: External link] planters. The Champaran Satyagraha[image: External link] that followed received support from many Bihari nationalists, such as Rajendra Prasad[image: External link] and Anugrah Narayan Sinha[image: External link].[60][61]

In the northern and central regions of Bihar, the Kisan Sabha[image: External link] ( peasant[image: External link] movement) was an important consequence of the independence movement. It began in 1929 under the leadership of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati[image: External link] who formed the Bihar Provincial Kisan Sabha[image: External link] (BPKS), to mobilise peasant grievances against the zamindari[image: External link] attacks on their occupancy rights. The movement intensified and spread from Bihar across the rest of India, culminating in the formation of the All India Kisan Sabha[image: External link] (AIKS) at the Lucknow[image: External link] session of the Indian National Congress in April 1936, where Saraswati was elected as its first president.[62]

Bihari[image: External link] migrant workers have faced violence and prejudice in many parts of India, such as Maharashtra[image: External link], Punjab[image: External link] and Assam[image: External link] after independence.[63][64]

See also: 2008 attacks on North Indians in Maharashtra[image: External link]
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 Geography and climate




Main articles: Geography of Bihar[image: External link] and Climate of Bihar[image: External link]


Bihar has a diverse climate. Its temperature is subtropical in general, with hot summers and cool winters. Bihar is a vast stretch of fertile plain. It is drained by the Ganges[image: External link] River, including its northern tributaries Gandak[image: External link] and Koshi[image: External link], originating in the Nepal[image: External link] Himalayas[image: External link] and the Bagmati[image: External link] originating in the Kathmandu Valley[image: External link] that regularly flood[image: External link] parts of the Bihar plains. The total area covered by the state of Bihar is 94,163 km2 (36,357 sq mi). the state is located between 24°-20'-10" N ~ 27°-31'-15" N latitude and between 83°-19'-50" E ~ 88°-17'-40" E longitude. Its average elevation above sea level is 173 feet (53 m).

The Ganges[image: External link] divides Bihar into two unequal halves and flows through the middle from west to east. Other Ganges tributaries are the Son, Budhi Gandak[image: External link], Chandan, Orhani and Phalgu[image: External link]. Though the Himalayas[image: External link] begin at the foothills[image: External link], a short distance inside Nepal[image: External link] and to the north of Bihar, the mountains influence Bihar's landforms, climate, hydrology and culture. Central parts of Bihar have some small hills, for example the Rajgir hills[image: External link]. To the south is the Chota Nagpur plateau, which was part of Bihar until 2000 but now is part of a separate state called Jharkhand.
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 Flora and fauna




Main articles: Flora of Bihar[image: External link] and Fauna of Bihar[image: External link]


See also: Protected areas of Bihar[image: External link]


Bihar has notified forest area of 6,764.14 km2 (2,612 sq mi), which is 7.2% of its geographical area.[65][not in citation given[image: External link]] The sub Himalayan foothill of Someshwar and the Dun ranges in the Champaran district are another belt of moist deciduous forests. These also consist of scrub, grass and reeds. Here the rainfall is above 1,600 millimetres (63 in) and thus promotes luxuriant Sal forests in the area. The most important trees are Shorea Robusta, Sal Cedrela Toona, Khair[image: External link], and Semal. Deciduous forests also occur in the Saharsa[image: External link] and Purnia[image: External link] districts.[66] Shorea Robusta (sal), Diospyros melanoxylon[image: External link] (kendu), Boswellia serrata[image: External link] (salai), Terminalia tomentose (Asan), Terminalia bellerica (Bahera), Terminalia Arjuna (Arjun), Pterocarpus Marsupium (Paisar), Madhuca indica[image: External link] (Mahua) are the common flora[image: External link] across the forest of Bihar.

Valmiki National Park[image: External link], West Champaran district[image: External link], covering about 800 km2 (309 sq mi) of forest, is the 18th Tiger Reserve of India[image: External link] and is ranked fourth in terms of density of tiger population.[67] It has a diverse landscape, sheltering rich wildlife habitats and floral and faunal composition, along with the prime protected carnivores.
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Bihar[image: External link]


See also: Bihari people[image: External link]


After the 2011 Census, Bihar was the third most populous[image: External link] state of India[image: External link] with total population of 104,099,452 (54,278,157 male and 49,821,295 female).[70] Nearly 89% of Bihar's population lived in rural areas. Almost 58% of Bihar's population was below 25 years age, which is the highest in India. The density was 881. The sex ratio[image: External link] was 919 females per 1000 males. Most of Bihar's population belongs to Indo-Aryan-speaking ethnic groups along with few Dravidian-speaking and Austroasiatic-speaking people mostly in Chhotanagpur Plateau (now part of Jharkhand). It also attracted Punjabi Hindu refugees during the Partition of British India[image: External link] in 1947.[71] Bihar has a total literacy rate[image: External link] of 63.82% (75.7% for males and 55.1% for females), recording a growth of 20% in female literacy over the period of a decade.[72][4]

At 11.3%, Bihar has the second lowest urbanisation rate in India.[73] As of the 2011 census, population density surpassed 1,000 per square kilometre, making Bihar India's most densely-populated state, but still lower than West Java[image: External link] or Banten[image: External link] of Indonesia[image: External link].

According to the 2011 census, 82.7% of Bihar's population practised Hinduism, while 16.9% followed Islam.[68][74]
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 Government and administration




Main articles: Government of Bihar[image: External link] and Administration in Bihar[image: External link]


See also: Divisions of Bihar[image: External link] and Districts of Bihar[image: External link]


The constitutional head of the Government of Bihar is the Governor, who is appointed by the President of India[image: External link]. The real executive power rests with the Chief Minister[image: External link] and the cabinet. The political party or the coalition of political parties having a majority in the Legislative Assembly forms the Government.

The head of the bureaucracy of the State is the Chief Secretary. Under this position, is a hierarchy of officials drawn from the Indian Administrative Service[image: External link], Indian Police Service[image: External link], and different wings of the State Civil Services. The judiciary[image: External link] is headed by the Chief Justice. Bihar has a High Court[image: External link] which has been functioning since 1916. All the branches of the government are located in the state capital, Patna.

The state is divided into nine divisions and 38 districts, for administrative purposes. Bihar has 12 Municipal Corporations, 49 Nagar Parishads, and 80 Nagar Panchayats.[76][77][78][79][80]
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Bihar[image: External link]



	
See also: Political parties in Bihar[image: External link], Elections in Bihar[image: External link] and List of politicians from Bihar[image: External link]; Bihar Legislative Assembly election, 2015[image: External link]




By 2004, 14 years after Lalu Prasad Yadav[image: External link]'s victory, The Economist[image: External link] magazine said that "Bihar [had] become a byword for the worst of India, of widespread and inescapable poverty, of corrupt politicians indistinguishable from mafia-dons they patronise, caste-ridden social order that has retained the worst feudal cruelties".[81] In 2005, the World Bank[image: External link] believed that issues faced by the state were "enormous" because of "persistent poverty, complex social stratification, unsatisfactory infrastructure and weak governance".[82] Currently, there are two main political formations: the National Democratic Alliance[image: External link] (NDA) which comprises Bharatiya Janata Party, Lok Janashakti Party[image: External link], Rashtriya Lok Samta Party[image: External link] and Hindustani Awam Morcha[image: External link]. JD(U)-led coalition which includes RJD and Indian National Congress. There are many other political formations. The Communist Party of India[image: External link] had a strong presence in Bihar at one time, but is weakened now.[83] The CPM and Forward Bloc have a minor presence, along with the other extreme Left.[84]

In contrast to prior governments, which emphasised divisions of caste and religion, Nitish Kumar[image: External link]'s manifesto was based on economic development, curbs on crime and corruption and greater social equality for all sections of society. Since 2010, the government has confiscated the properties of corrupt officials and redeployed them as schools buildings.[85] Simultaneously they introduced Bihar Special Court Act to curb crime.[86] It has also legislated for a two-hour break on Fridays, including lunch, to enable Muslim[image: External link] employees to pray and thus cut down on post-lunch absenteeism by them.[87] The government has prohibited the sale and consumption of alcohol in the state since March 2016;[88] this ban has been linked to a drop in tourism to Bihar.[89]
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 Economy






	Year
	Gross State Domestic Product

(millions of Indian Rupees)[90]




	1980
	
73,530





	1985
	
142,950





	1990
	
264,290





	1995
	
244,830





	2000
	
469,430





	2005
	
710,060

[91]





Main article: Economy of Bihar[image: External link]


Gross state domestic product of Bihar for the year 2013/2014 has been around 3683.37 billion INR. By sectors, its composition is:


	Agriculture = 22%

	Industry = 5%

	Services = 73%.



Bihar is the fastest growing state in terms of gross state domestic product (GSDP), clocking a growth rate of 17.06% in FY 2014–15.[93] The economy of Bihar is projected to grow at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 13.4% during 2012–2017 i.e. the 12th Five-Year Plan. Bihar has witnessed strong growth in per capita net state domestic product (NSDP). At current prices, per capita NSDP of the state grew at a CAGR of 12.91 per cent during 2004-05 to 2014–15.[94] Bihar's per capita income has gone up by 40.6 per cent in the financial year 2014–15.[95]
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 Agriculture




Bihar is the largest producer of vegetables and the second-largest producer of fruits in India. Bihar has high agricultural production making it one of the strongest sectors of the state. About 80 per cent of the state’s population is employed in agriculture, which is higher as compared to India’s average.[94] The main agricultural products produced in Bihar are litchi, guava, mango, pineapple, brinjal, lady's finger, cauliflower, cabbage, rice, wheat and sugarcane. Though good soil and favourable climatic conditions such as good rainfall favour agriculture, it has to encounter flood threat as well, which may drain off the fertile soil, if not conserved properly.[96] The state (mostly southern parts) faces droughts almost every year affecting production of crops such as paddy.[97]
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 Industry




Bihar has emerged as brewery hub with major domestic and foreign firms setting up production units in the state. Three major firms – United Breweries Group[image: External link], Danish Brewery Company Carlsberg Group[image: External link] and Cobra Beer[image: External link] – are to set up new units in Patna[image: External link] and Muzaffarpur[image: External link] in 2012.[98]

Hajipur[image: External link], near Patna, remains a major industrial city in the Bihar, linked to the capital city through the Ganges[image: External link] bridge and good road infrastructure.[99]

The state's debt was estimated at 77% of GDP by 2007.[100] The Finance Ministry has given top priority to create investment opportunities for big industrial houses like Reliance Industries[image: External link]. Further developments have taken place in the growth of small industries, improvements in IT infrastructure, the new software park in Patna, and the completion of the expressway from the Purvanchal border through Bihar to Jharkhand. In August 2008, a Patna registered company called the Security and Intelligence Services (SIS) India Limited[101] took over the Australian guard and mobile patrol services business of American conglomerate, United Technologies Corporation[image: External link] (UTC). SIS is registered and taxed in Bihar.[102] The capital city, Patna, is one of the better-off cities in India when measured by per capita income.[103]^ The State Government is setting up an Information Technology (IT) City at Rajgir[image: External link] in Nalanda district[image: External link].[104] Additionally, India's first Media Hub is also proposed to be set up in Bihar.[105]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Income distribution




In terms of income, the districts of Patna[image: External link], Munger[image: External link], Muzaffarpur[image: External link] and Begusarai[image: External link] were the four best-off out of a total of 38 districts in the state, recording the highest per capita gross district domestic product[image: External link] of ₹31,441, ₹10,087 and ₹29,312 and 9,345respectively in 2004–05.[103]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Bihar[image: External link]
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 Language and literature




Main articles: Languages in Bihar[image: External link] and Literature in Bihar[image: External link]


See also: Angika[image: External link], Bajjika[image: External link], Bhojpuri[image: External link], Magadhi[image: External link], Maithili language[image: External link], Magadhi Prakrit[image: External link], Hindi in Bihar[image: External link], and Urdu Language in Bihar[image: External link]


Hindi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] are the official languages of the State.[5][6] Other languages of the state are Bhojpuri (38.5 million speakers), Maithili (25 million), Magahi (20 million), Bajjika (8.7 million), and Angika (0.7 million), of which only Maithili is recognised by the government of India.[16][17] Bhojpuri[image: External link] and Magahi[image: External link] are sociolinguistically apart of the Hindi Belt[image: External link] languages fold, thus they were not granted official status in the state.

Urdu is secondary to Hindi in official use. It was only recently that Maithili[image: External link] was also included as one of the state's official languages, although such use of it is negligible. Presently, the Bihari languages, except Maithili, are considered one of the five subgroups of Hindi by the government of India. Surajpuri[image: External link] is spoken in northeastern districts such as Kishanganj[image: External link].
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 Paintings




See also: Mithila painting[image: External link]


There are several traditional styles of painting practiced in Bihar. One is Mithila painting[image: External link], a style of Indian painting used in the Mithila[image: External link] region of Bihar.Traditionally, painting was one of the skills that was passed down from generation to generation in the families of the Mithila region[image: External link], mainly by women. Painting was usually done on walls during festivals, religious events, and other milestones of the life cycle, like birth, Upanayanam[image: External link] (the sacred thread ceremony), and marriage.[106]

Legend states that this style of painting originated at the time of the Ramayana[image: External link], when King Janak[image: External link] commissioned artists to do paintings at the time his daughter Sita[image: External link]'s marriage to Lord Ram[image: External link]. Mithila painting was traditionally done on huts' freshly plastered mud walls, but today it is also done on cloth, handmade paper, and canvas. Famous Mithila painters have included Smt Bharti Dayal, Mahasundari Devi[image: External link], the late Ganga Devi[image: External link], and Sita Devi.

Mithila painting is also called Madhubani art[image: External link]. It mostly depicts human beings and their association with nature. Common scenes illustrate deities like Krishna[image: External link], Ram[image: External link], Shiva[image: External link], Durga[image: External link], Lakshmi[image: External link], and Saraswati[image: External link] from ancient epics. Natural objects like the sun, moon, and religious plants like tulsi[image: External link] are also widely painted, along with scenes from the royal court and social events like weddings. Generally no space is left empty.[106]

Manjusha Kala or Angika Art is another Bihari art form, practiced in the Anga[image: External link] region.

Historically, the Patna School of Painting[image: External link] (Patna Salaam), sometimes called Company Painting, flourished in Bihar during the early 18th to mid-20th centuries. The Patna School of Painting was an offshoot of the well-known Mughal[image: External link] Miniature School of Painting. Those who practiced this art form were descendants of Hindu[image: External link] artisans of Mughal painting. Facing persecution from the Mughal Emperor, Aurangzeb[image: External link], these artisans found refuge, via Murshidabad[image: External link], in Patna[image: External link] during the late 18th century. Their art shared the characteristics of the Mughal painters, but whereas the Mughal style depicted only royalty and court scenes, the Patna[image: External link] artists also started painting bazaar[image: External link] scenes. They used watercolours[image: External link] on paper and on mica[image: External link]. The style's subject matter evolved to include scenes of Indian daily life, local rulers, festivals, and ceremonies. This school of painting formed the basis for the formation of the Patna Art School[image: External link] under the leadership of Shri Radha Mohan. The School is an important center of fine arts[image: External link] in Bihar.
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 Performing arts




See also: Music of Bihar[image: External link]


Bihar has produced musicians like Bharat Ratna[image: External link] Ustad Bismillah Khan[image: External link] and dhrupad[image: External link] singers like the Malliks (Darbhanga Gharana[image: External link]) and the Mishras ( Bettiah[image: External link] Gharana) along with poets like Vidyapati[image: External link] Thakur who contributed to Maithili Music[image: External link]. The classical music in Bihar is a form of the Hindustani classical music[image: External link]. Gaya[image: External link] is another centre of excellence in classical music, particularly of the Tappa[image: External link] and Thumri[image: External link] varieties. Pandit[image: External link] Govardhan Mishra – son of the Ram Prasad Mishra, himself an accomplished singer – is perhaps the finest living exponent of Tappa singing in India today, according to Padma Shri Gajendra Narayan Singh, founding secretary of the Sangeet Natak Academi[image: External link] of Bihar. Gajendra Narayan Singh also writes, in his memoir, that Champanagar, Banaili[image: External link], was another major centre of classical music. Rajkumar Shyamanand Sinha[image: External link] of Champanagar, Banaili princely state, was a great patron of music and was himself one of the finest exponents of classical vocal music in Bihar in his time.[107] Singh, in another book on Indian classical music, has written that "Kumar Shyamanand Singh of Banaili estate had such expertise in singing that many great singers including Kesarbai Kerkar[image: External link] acknowledged his ability. After listening to bandishes[image: External link] from Kumar Sahib, Pandit Jasraj[image: External link] was moved to tears and lamented that, alas!, he did not have such ability himself." [free translation of Hindi text].[108][109]

During the 19th century, when the condition of Bihar worsened under the British misrule, many Biharis had to emigrate as indentured labourers to the West Indies[image: External link], Fiji[image: External link], and Mauritius[image: External link]. During this time many sad plays and songs called birha became popular, in the Bhojpur region[image: External link], thus Bhojpuri Birha. Dramas incorporating this theme continue to be popular in the theatres of Patna[image: External link].[110][ better source needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Cinema of Bihar[image: External link]


See also: Bhojpuri Film Industry[image: External link] and List of Bhojpuri films[image: External link]


Bihar has a robust Bhojpuri[image: External link]-language film industry. There is also a smaller production of Magadhi[image: External link]-, Maithili[image: External link]-, as well as Angika[image: External link]-language films. The first film with Bhojpuri dialogue was Ganga Jamuna[image: External link], released in 1961.[111] Bhaiyaa[image: External link], the first Magadhi[image: External link] film, was released in 1961.[112] The first Maithili[image: External link] movie was Kanyadan[image: External link] released in 1965,[113] of which a significant portion was made in the Maithili language[image: External link].

The history of films entirely in Bhojpuri begins in 1962 with the well-received film Ganga Maiyya Tohe Piyari Chadhaibo[image: External link] ("Mother Ganges, I will offer you a yellow sari"), which was directed by Kundan Kumar.[114] 1963's Lagi nahin chute ram[image: External link] was the all-time hit Bhojpuri film, and had higher attendance than Mughal-e-Azam[image: External link] in the eastern and northern regions of India. Bollywood's Nadiya Ke Paar[image: External link] is another of the most famous Bhojpuri-language movies. However, in the following years, films were produced only in fits and starts. Films such as Bidesiya[image: External link] ("Foreigner", 1963, directed by S. N. Tripathi) and Ganga[image: External link] ("Ganges", 1965, directed by Kundan Kumar) were profitable and popular, but in general Bhojpuri films were not commonly produced in the 1960s and 1970s.

In the 1980s, enough Bhojpuri films were produced to tentatively support a dedicated industry. Films such as Mai ("Mom", 1989, directed by Rajkumar Sharma) and Hamar Bhauji ("My Brother's Wife", 1983, directed by Kalpataru) continued to have at least sporadic success at the box office. However, this trend faded out by the end of the decade, and by 1990, the nascent industry seemed to be completely finished.[115]

The Bhojpuri film industry took off again in 2001 with the super hit Saiyyan Hamar ("My Sweetheart", directed by Mohan Prasad), which vaulted the hero of that film, Ravi Kishan[image: External link], to superstardom.[116] This success was quickly followed by several other remarkably successful films, including Panditji Batai Na Biyah Kab Hoi ("Priest, tell me when I will marry", 2005, directed by Mohan Prasad) and Sasura Bada Paisa Wala ("My father-in-law, the rich guy", 2005). In a measure of the Bhojpuri film industry's rise, both of these did much better business in the states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar than mainstream Bollywood hits at the time, and both films, made on extremely tight budgets, earned back more than ten times their production costs.[117] Sasura Bada Paisa Wala also introduced Manoj Tiwari[image: External link], formerly a well-loved folk singer, to the wider audiences of Bhojpuri cinema[image: External link]. The success of Ravi Kishan & Manoj Tiwari's films has led to a dramatic increase in Bhojpuri cinema's visibility, and the industry now supports an awards show[118] and a trade magazine, Bhojpuri City,[119] which chronicles the production and release of what are now over one hundred films per year.
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Main article: Religion in Bihar[image: External link]


Hindu[image: External link] Goddess[image: External link] Sita[image: External link], the consort of Lord Rama[image: External link] is believed to be born in Sitamarhi district[image: External link] in the Mithila region[image: External link] of modern-day Bihar.[120][121] Gautama Buddha[image: External link] attained Enlightenment[image: External link] at Bodh Gaya[image: External link], a town located in the modern day district of Gaya[image: External link] in Bihar. Vasupujya[image: External link], the 12th Jain Tirthankara[image: External link] was born in Champapuri[image: External link], Bhagalpur[image: External link]. Vardhamana Mahavira[image: External link], the 24th and the last Tirthankara[image: External link] of Jainism[image: External link], was born in Vaishali[image: External link] around the 6th century BC.[122]
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 Media




Main article: Media in Bihar[image: External link]


Biharbandhu was the first Hindi[image: External link] newspaper published in Bihar. It was started in 1872 by Madan Mohan Bhatta, a Marathi Brahman[image: External link] who settled in Bihar Sharif[image: External link].[123] Hindi journalism in Bihar, and specially Patna[image: External link], could make little headway initially. Many Hindi journals were born and, after a lapse of time, vanished. Many journals were shelved even in the planning stages.[124] But once Hindi had the support of being an official language, it started making inroads, even into the remote areas of Bihar. Hindi journalism acquired wisdom and maturity, and its longevity was assured. Hindi was introduced in the law courts in Bihar in 1880.[123][125]

Urdu journalism and poetry has a glorious past in Bihar. Many poets belong to Bihar, such as Shaad Azimabadi, Kaif Azimabadi, and Kalim Ajiz. Shanurahman, a world-famous radio announcer, is from Bihar. Many Urdu dailies— such as Qomi Tanzim and Sahara—are published in Bihar. There is a monthly Urdu magazine called Voice of Bihar – which is the first of its kind and is becoming popular among the Urdu speaking people.

The beginning of the 20th century was marked by a number of notable new publications. A monthly magazine named Bharat Ratna was started in Patna[image: External link], in 1901. It was followed by Ksahtriya Hitaishi, Aryavarta from Dinapure, Udyoga, and Chaitanya Chandrika.[126] Udyog was edited by Vijyaanand Tripathy, a famous poet of the time, and Chaitanya Chandrika by Krishna Chaitanya Goswami, a literary figure of that time. The literary activity was not confined to Patna[image: External link] alone but to other districts of Bihar.[123][127]

Hindustan[image: External link], Dainik Jagran[image: External link], Aaj[image: External link], Magnificent Bihar, Nayee Baat, and Prabhat Khabar[image: External link] are some of the Hindi newspapers of Bihar. National English dailies like The Times of India, Hindustan Times, Navbharat Times[image: External link], The Telegraph[image: External link], and The Economic Times have readers in the urban regions.
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Main article: Transport in Bihar[image: External link]
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 Airways




Bihar has three operational airports at Patna[image: External link], Gaya Airport[image: External link], and Purnea Airport[image: External link]. The Patna airport[image: External link] is categorised as a restricted international airport, with customs facilities to receive international chartered flights.On other hand due to the development of muzaffarpur[image: External link] airport it receives a new one.,
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 Inland Waterways




The Ganges[image: External link] – navigable throughout the year – was the principal river highway across the vast north Indo-Gangetic Plain[image: External link]. Vessels capable of accommodating five hundred merchants were known to ply this river in the ancient period; it served as a conduit for overseas trade, as goods were carried from Pataliputra[image: External link] (later Patna[image: External link]) and Champa (later Bhagalpur[image: External link]) out to the seas and to ports in Sri Lanka[image: External link] and Southeast Asia. The role of the Ganges as a channel for trade was enhanced by its natural links – it embraces all the major rivers and streams in both north and south Bihar.[128]
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Main article: Tourism in Bihar[image: External link]


The culture and heritage of Bihar can be observed from the large number of ancient[image: External link] monuments[image: External link] spread throughout the state. Bihar is visited by many tourists from around the world,[129] with about 24,000,000 (24 million[image: External link]) tourists visiting the state each year.[129]

In earlier days, tourism in the region was purely based on educational tourism[image: External link], as Bihar was home of some prominent ancient universities like Nalanda[image: External link] & Vikramashila[image: External link].[130][131]
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Main articles: Education in Bihar[image: External link] and Literacy in Bihar[image: External link]


See also: List of educational institutions in Bihar[image: External link]


Historically, Bihar has been a major centre of learning, home to the ancient universities[image: External link] of Nalanda[image: External link] (established in 450 CE), Odantapurā[image: External link] (established in 550CE) and Vikramashila[image: External link] (established in 783 CE).[132] This tradition of learning may have been stultified during the period of Turkic invasions, c. 1000 CE, at which point it is believed major education centres, maintained by reclusive communities of Buddhist monks removed from the local populace, were suppressed by the Turkic raids originating from central Asia .[133]

Bihar saw a revival of its education system during the later part of the British rule[image: External link], when Patna University[image: External link], the seventh oldest university of the Indian subcontinent, was established in 1917.[134] Some other centres of high learning established under British rule are Patna College[image: External link] (established 1839), Bihar School of Engineering (1900; now known as National Institute of Technology, Patna[image: External link]), Prince of Wales Medical College (1925; now Patna Medical College and Hospital[image: External link]), and Science College, Patna[image: External link] (1928), among others.



	Literacy rate from 1951 to 2011



	Year
	Total
	Males
	Females



	1961
	21.95
	35.85
	8.11



	1971
	23.17
	35.86
	9.86



	1981
	32.32
	47.11
	16.61



	1991
	37.49
	51.37
	21.99



	2001
	47.53
	60.32
	33.57



	2011
	63.82
	73.39
	53.33




Bihar is striving to increase female literacy, now at 53.3%, as the government establishes educational institutions. At the time of independence, women's literacy in Bihar was 4.22%. Bihar has a National Institute of Technology (NIT)[image: External link] and an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)[image: External link] in Patna. A recent survey by Pratham[image: External link] rated the receptivity of Bihari children to their teaching as being better than those in other states.[136] The National Employability Report of Engineering Graduates, 2014[137] puts graduates from Bihar in the top 25 percent of the country, and rating Bihar as one of the three top states at producing engineering graduates in terms of quality and employability.[138]

As of December 2013, there are 7 government engineering colleges in the public sector, and 12 engineering colleges in the private sector, in Bihar, besides government-aided BIT Patna[image: External link] and Women's Institute of Technology[image: External link], Darbhanga. The overall annual intake of these technical institutes in Bihar is only 6,200.[139][140][141] In Bihar, government colleges are located at Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur, Gaya, Darbhanga, Motihari, Nalanda, and Saran (Chhapra). All institutes are recognised by All India Council for Technical Education[image: External link] (AICTE), affiliated with Aryabhatta Knowledge University[image: External link] (AKU). As it is, the foundation stone of the eighth engineering college of the state government, Ramdhari Singh Dinkar Engineering College, was laid on 22 December 2013 at Begusarai[image: External link],[142][143] while the process of creating the infrastructure for two new engineering colleges – one each at Madhepura[image: External link] and Sitamarhi[image: External link] – has started.[144][145]

NIT Patna[image: External link] is the second oldest engineering college[image: External link] of India. Its origin can be traced to 1886, with the establishment of a survey training school, subsequently renamed Bihar College of Engineering in 1932. In 2004, the government of India upgraded the college to National Institute of Technology[image: External link] (NIT) status. In 2007, NIT Patna was granted Institute of National Importance[image: External link] status, in accordance with the National Institutes of Technology Act, 2007[image: External link].

Bihar established several new educational institutes between 2006 and 2008. BIT Mesra[image: External link] started its Patna extension centre[image: External link] in September 2006. On 8 August 2008, Indian Institutes of Technology Patna[image: External link] was inaugurated with students from all over India [146] In 2008, NSIT[image: External link] opened its new college in Bihta[image: External link], which is now emerging as an education hub.[147][148] BCE, Bhagalpur[image: External link], MIT, Muzaffarpur[image: External link], and the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research, Hajipur[image: External link] (NIPER)[149] are in Bihar. On 4 August 2008, National Institute of Fashion Technology Patna[image: External link] was established as the ninth such institute in India.[150] Chanakya National Law University[image: External link] and Chandragupt Institute of Management[image: External link] were established in the later half of 2008. Steps are being taken to revive the ancient Nalanda Mahavihara as Nalanda International University. Countries such as Japan, Korea, and China have also taken initiatives. The Aryabhatt Knowledge University in Patna is a centre with which all the engineering and medical colleges in Bihar are affiliated.[citation needed[image: External link]] The A.N. Sinha Institute[151] of Social Studies is a premier research institute in the state.

Bihar e-Governance Services & Technologies (BeST) and the Government of Bihar[image: External link] have initiated a unique program to establish a centre of excellence called Bihar Knowledge Center, a finishing school to equip students with the latest skills and customised short-term training programs at an affordable cost. The centre aims to attract the youth of the state to improve their technical, professional, and soft skills, to meet the current requirements of the industrial job market.[152]

Bihar has the Central Institute of Plastic Engineering & Technology[image: External link] (CIPET) and the Institute of Hotel Management[image: External link] (a central government unit) in Hajipur[image: External link].

The Central University of Bihar[image: External link] (CUB) is one of the sixteen central universities[image: External link] newly established by the Government of India under the Central Universities Act, 2009 (Section 25 of 2009). The university is temporarily located on the premises of the Birla Institute of Technology, Patna. The university is likely to be relocated to Panchanpur, approximately 10 kilometres (6.2 mi) from Gaya, on 300 acres (120 ha) of land to be transferred soon from the military. On 28 February 2014, Lok Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar laid the foundation stone.

Mahatma Gandhi Central University[image: External link]—also established under the Central Universities Act, and Amendment Act of 2014—is situated in Motihari[image: External link], the district headquarters of East Champaran district.

One of India's premier medical institutes – AIIMS Patna[image: External link] – is in Patna. It is affiliated with AIIMS[image: External link], New Delhi.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad Central Agricultural University located in PUSA in Samastipur district is one of the major university in India in term of education in Agricultural Science and Research.PUSA is also a place where regional centre of IARI is placed.

Nalanda University[image: External link] was re-established in 2014.
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Jharkhand






Jharkhand (lit. "Bushland" or The land of forest) is a state[image: External link] in eastern India carved out of the southern part of Bihar on 15 November 2000.[3] The state shares its border with the states of Bihar to the north, Uttar Pradesh[image: External link] and Chhattisgarh[image: External link] to the west, Odisha[image: External link] to the south, and West Bengal[image: External link] to the east. It has an area of 79,710 km2 (30,778 sq mi).

The industrial city of Ranchi[image: External link] is its capital and Dumka[image: External link] its sub capital. Dhanbad[image: External link] is the largest industrial city in the state, while Jamshedpur and Bokaro Steel City[image: External link] are the second and fourth most populous cities respectively.

Jharkhand accounts for 40% of the mineral resources of India but it suffers widespread poverty as 39.1 per cent of the population is below the poverty line and 19.6 per cent of the children under five years of age are malnourished.[4] The State is primarily a rural state as only 24 percent of the population resides in cities.[5]
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 History




Main article: History of Jharkhand[image: External link]


According to writers including Gautam Kumar Bera,[6] there was already a distinct geo-political, cultural entity called Jharkhand even before the Magadha[image: External link] Empire. Bera's book (page 33) also refers to the Hindu epic[image: External link] Bhavishya Purana[image: External link]. The tribal rulers, some of whom continue to thrive till today were known as the Munda Rajas,[7][8] who basically had ownership rights to large farmlands.[9] For a greater part of Vedic age, Jharkhand remained unnoticed. During the age of Mahajanpadas around 500 BC, India saw the emergence of 16 large states that controlled the entire Indian subcontinent. In those days the Jharkhand state was a part of Magadha[image: External link] (ancient Bihar).
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 British rule




In 1765, the region came under the control of the British East India Company[image: External link]. The subjugation and colonisation of Jharkhand region by the British East India Company resulted in spontaneous resistance from the local people. Almost one hundred years before Indian Rebellion of 1857[image: External link], Adivasis[image: External link] of Jharkhand were already beginning what would become a series of repeated revolts against British colonial rule[image: External link]:

The period of revolts of the Adivasis to protect their Jharkhand land took place from 1771 to 1900. The first ever revolt against the landlords and the British government was led by Tilka Manjhi[image: External link],[10] a Santhal leader in Santal tribal belt[image: External link] in 1771. He wanted to liberate his people from the clutches of the unscrupulous landlords and restore the lands of their ancestors. The British government sent its troops and crushed the uprisings of Tilka Manjhi. Soon after in 1779, the Bhumij tribes rose in arms against the British rule in Manbhum, now in West Bengal[image: External link]. This was followed by the Chero tribes unrest in Palamau. They revolted against the British rule in 1800 AD. Hardly seven years later in 1807, the Oraons in Barway murdered their big landlord of Srinagar[image: External link] west of Gumla. Soon the uprisings spread around Gumla. The tribal uprisings spread eastward to neighbouring Tamar areas of the Munda tribes. They too rose in revolt in 1811 and 1813. The Hos in Singhbhum were growing restless and came out in open revolt in 1820 and fought against the landlords and the British troops for two years. This is called the Lakra Kol Risings 1820–1821. Then came the great Kol Risings of 1832. This was the first biggest tribal revolt that greatly upset the British administration in Jharkhand. It was caused by an attempt by the Zamindars[image: External link] to oust the tribal peasants from their hereditary possessions. The Santhal rebellion[image: External link] broke out in 1855 under the leadership of two brothers Sidhu and Kanhu. They fought bitterly against the British troops but finally they too were crushed down. Other notable Adivasi warriors are Jabra Paharia, Veer Budhu Bhagat, Poto Sardar, Telenga Kharia, Phulo-Jhano, Manki Munda, Gaya Munda.

Then Birsa Munda[image: External link] revolt,[11] broke out in 1895 and lasted till 1900. The revolt though mainly concentrated in the Munda belt of Khunti, Tamar, Sarwada and Bandgaon, pulled its supporters from Oraon belt of Lohardaga, Sisai and even Barway. It was the longest and the greatest tribal revolt.[12] It was also the last tribal revolt in Jharkhand. All of these uprisings were quelled by the British through massive deployment of troops across the region.

British Government faced a lot of tribal revolt in Chhota Nagpur Division[image: External link]. Wherever resistance to British rule existed they tried to divide them. The policy of "Divide and rule[image: External link]" was made effective by Lord Curzon[image: External link], when he was Governor General of India. He carried out Partition of Bengal in 1905, when the Princely states[image: External link] of Gangpur[image: External link] and Bonai of Chota Nagpur States[image: External link] were transferred from the control of Commissioner of Chhota Nagpur Division to Orissa Division and Princely states of Jashpur[image: External link], Surguja[image: External link], Udaipur[image: External link], Chang Bhakar[image: External link] and Koriya[image: External link] were transferred from Chhota Nagpur Division to Chhattisgarh Division[image: External link] of Central Provinces[image: External link], leading to shrinkage of Chhota Nagpur Division. Due to popular resistance to Partition of Bengal, the two Bengals were reunited in 1912 by Governor General Harding, and the province of Bihar and Orissa[image: External link] was created by taking out of Bengal the Bihar Division, Chhota Nagpur Division and Orissa Division. During this creation Midnapur, Purulia and Bankura remained with Bengal. Thus, whenever there was reorganisation of provinces, Chhota Nagpur Division lost some area. Thus during British rule, tribal areas, although geographically continuous, were put under different administrations.

Birsa Munda (1875-1900) and Sidho and Kanho are the legendary heroes of the tribal of Jharkhand state who fought against the oppressive rule of the British government. The Birsa Munda movement of 1885-1900 was the most important among early uprisings against exploitation of the original inhabitants by non-tribal landowners and money lenders. Birsa Munda fought for the tribal natural right over forests and land that was mercilessly being acquired by the British for exploitation. After a long fight, Birsa Munda was captured by the British authorities and died in prison. In 1914 the Tana Bhagat resistance movement started which gained the participation of more than 26,000 adivasis, and eventually merged with Mahatma Gandhi[image: External link]'s Satyagraha[image: External link] and Civil Disobedience movement. A landmark in the movement was the formation of the Chotanagpur Unnati Samaj in 1915, which acquired political overtones with the demand for a sub-state for the adivasis. The demand was, however, turned down by the Simon commission.

The 20th-century Jharkhand movement may also be seen as moderate movement as compared to the bloody revolts of the 19th century. Having the Chhotanagpur Tenancy Act 1908 to protect their lands, the tribal leaders now turned to socio-economic development of the people. In 1914 Jatra Oraon started what is called the Tana Movement. Later this movement joined the Satyagrah Movement of Mahatma Gandhi in 1920 and stopped giving land tax to the Government. In 1915 the Chhotanagpur Unnati Samaj was started for the socio-economic development of the tribals. This organisation had also political objectives in mind. When the Simon Commission came to Patna in 1928, the Chhotanagpur Unnati Samaj sent its delegation and placed its demand for a separate Jharkhand State for self-rule by the tribals. The Simon Commission however did not accede to the demand for a separate Jharkhand State. Thereafter Theble Oraon organised Kishan Sabha in 1931. In 1935 the Chhotanagpur Unnati Samaj and the Kishan Sabha were merged with a view to acquire political power.
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 Post-independence




After the last Assembly election in the state threw up a hung Assembly, RJD's dependence on the Congress extended support on the precondition that RJD will not pose a hurdle to the passage of the Bihar reorganization Bill (Jharkhand Bill). Finally, with the support from both RJD and Congress, the ruling coalition at the Centre led by the BJP which has made statehood its mail poll plank in the region in successive polls earlier, cleared the Jharkhand Bill in the monsoon session of the Parliament this year, thus paving the way for the creation of a separate Jharkhand state.[13]
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 Jharkhand statehood




The dynamics of resources and the politics of development still influence the socio-economic structures in Jharkhand, which was carved out of the relatively under developed southern part of Bihar. According to the 1991 census, the state has a population of over 20 million out of which 28% is tribal while 12% of the people belong to scheduled castes[image: External link]. Jharkhand has 24 districts, 260 blocks and 32,620 villages out of which only 45% have access to electricity while only 8,484 are connected by roads. Jharkhand is the leading producer of mineral wealth in the country after Chhattisgarh state, endowed as it is with vast variety of minerals like iron ore, coal, copper ore, mica, bauxite, graphite, limestone, and uranium. Jharkhand is also known for its vast forest resources.[14]
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 Naxal insurgency




Jharkhand has been at the centre of the Naxalite-Maoist insurgency[image: External link]. Since the uprising of the Naxalites[image: External link] in 1967, 6,000 people have been killed in fighting between the Naxalites and counter-insurgency operations by the police[image: External link], and its paramilitary[image: External link] groups such as the Salwa Judum[image: External link].[15]

Despite having a presence in almost 7.80% of India's geographical area[16] (home to 5.50% of India's population), the state of Jharkhand is part of the "Naxal Belt" comprising 92,000 square kilometres,[16] where the highest concentrations of the groups estimated 20,000 combatants[17] fight. Part of this is due to the fact that the state harbours a rich abundance of natural resources, while its people live in abject poverty and destitution.[18] The impoverished state provides ample recruits for the communist insurgents, who argue that they are fighting on behalf of the landless poor that see few benefits from the resource extractions.[18] As the federal government holds a monopoly on sub-surface resources in the state, the tribal population is prevented from staking any claim on the resources extracted from their land.[18] In response, the insurgents have recently begun a campaign of targeting infrastructure related to the extraction of resources vital for Indian energy needs, such as coal.[16]

On 5 March 2007, Sunil Mahato[image: External link], a member of the national parliament, was shot dead by Naxalite rebels near Kishanpur while watching a football match on the Hindu festival of Holi[image: External link]. His widow, Suman Mahato[image: External link], the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha[image: External link] candidate, won the Jamshedpur Lok Sabha by-election in September 2007 and served in parliament until 2009.[19]
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 Flora and fauna






	State symbols of Jharkhand



	Formation day
	15 November 2000 Created by "Bihar Reorganisation Act, 2000."



	State animal
	
Elephant[image: External link][20]




	State bird
	Koel[image: External link]



	State tree
	
Sal[image: External link][20]




	State flower
	
Palash[image: External link][20]





Jharkhand has a rich variety of flora[image: External link] and fauna[image: External link]. The National Parks and the Zoological Gardens located in the state of Jharkhand present a panorama of this variety.

Part of the reason for the variety and diversity of flora[image: External link] and fauna[image: External link] found in Jharkhand state may be accredited to the Palamau Tiger Reserves[image: External link] under the Project Tiger. This reserve is abode to hundreds of species of flora and fauna,[21] as indicated within brackets: mammals (39), snakes (8), lizards (4), fish (6), insects (21), birds (170), seed bearing plants and trees (97), shrubs and herbs (46), climbers, parasites and semi-parasites (25), and grasses and bamboos (17).
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 Demography




Main article: Tribes of Jharkhand[image: External link]
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 Religion




As per the 2011 census[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link] is the majority religion in the state at 67.8%, followed by Islam[image: External link] at 14.5% and Christianity[image: External link] at 4.3%.[23] Other religions, primarily Sarnaism[image: External link], constitute 12.8% of the population.[24]
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 Cuisine




See also: Cuisine of Jharkhand[image: External link]


Jharkhandis have a cuisine in which spices are rarely used and rice is the staple diet. They prepare different dishes of rice, different types of Rotis, Litti Chokha, Pani puri (Gupchup), Pittha, Dhuska, Dudhauri, kera-dudhauri, Jhalmudhi etc. Dhuska is a famous dish of Jharkhand cooked with mashed rice and pulses and served with either aaloo dum or mutton curry; kera-dudhauri is a famous dish prepared with milk, rice, ghee and gur. In many parts of Jharkhand including Panch Pargana area (Bundu, Rahe, Sonahatu, Silli, Angara, Arki and Tamar Blocks of Ranchi & Khunti districts) a special food item "Charpa" is prepared by frying mashed rice mixed with spicy vegetable preparations; hence the name follows viz. Sembi Charpa, Egg Charpa and many more depending upon the ingredient vegetable source.[25][26]

Local alcoholic drinks include rice beer, originally known as Handiya, named after the vessel (earthen pot) used to make it. Handiya is culturally associated with native i.e. Tribals as well as Sadan, as this drink is consumed by both men and women, on social occasions like marriage and other festivals.[27][28] Another common liquor is called Mahu, made from fruit/flowers of the "Mahua" tree (Madhukam Indicum).[29]
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 Administrative districts




Main article: Districts of Jharkhand[image: External link]


The state was formed with 18 districts that were formerly part of south Bihar. Some of these districts were reorganised to form 6 new districts, namely, Latehar, Saraikela Kharsawan, Jamtara, Sahebganj, Khunti and Ramgarh. At present, the state has 5 Divisions and 24 Districts. One interesting thing about Jharkhand is that all its districts, except Lohardaga and Khunti, share a border with a neighboring state.[30]
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 Divisions and districts




Palamu Division:


	Garhwa[image: External link]

	Palamu[image: External link]

	Latehar[image: External link]



North Chotanagpur Division:


	Chatra[image: External link]

	Hazaribag[image: External link]

	Giridih[image: External link]

	Koderma[image: External link]

	Dhanbad[image: External link]

	Bokaro[image: External link]

	Ramgarh[image: External link]



South Chotanagpur Division:


	Ranchi[image: External link]

	Lohardaga[image: External link]

	Gumla[image: External link]

	Simdega[image: External link]

	Khunti[image: External link]



Kolhan Division:


	West Singhbhum[image: External link]

	Seraikela Kharsawan[image: External link]

	East Singhbhum[image: External link]



Santhal Pargana Division:


	Deoghar[image: External link]

	Jamtara[image: External link]

	Dumka[image: External link]

	Godda[image: External link]

	Pakur[image: External link]

	Sahebganj[image: External link]
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 Major cities
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 Economy




Jharkhand has several towns and innumerable villages with civic amenities. Urbanization ratio is 24.1% and the per capita annual income is US$726.8.[32] Jharkhand also has immense mineral[image: External link] resources: minerals ranging from (ranking in the country within bracket) from iron[image: External link] ore[image: External link] (1st), coal[image: External link](3rd), copper[image: External link] ore (1st), mica[image: External link] (1st), bauxite[image: External link] (3rd), Manganese[image: External link], limestone[image: External link], china clay[image: External link], fire clay[image: External link], graphite[image: External link] (8th), kainite[image: External link] (1st), chromite[image: External link] (2nd), asbestos[image: External link] (1st), thorium[image: External link] (3rd), sillimanite[image: External link], uranium[image: External link] (Jaduguda mines, Narwa Pahar) (1st) and even gold[image: External link] (Rakha Mines[image: External link]) (6th) and silver[image: External link] and several other minerals. Large deposits of coal and iron ore support concentration of industry[image: External link], in centres like Jamshedpur, Dhanbad, Bokaro[image: External link] and Ranchi. Tata Steel[image: External link], a S&P CNX 500[image: External link] conglomerate has its corporate office and main plant in Tatanagar, Jharkhand.[33] It reported a gross income of ₹. 204,910 million for 2005. NTPC will start coal production from its captive mine in state in 2011–12, for which the company will be investing about Rs 1,800 crore.[34]
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 Transport
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 Air




Ranchi Airport[image: External link] is the largest domestic airport in the state with air connectivity to major Indian cities of Delhi, Kolkata[image: External link], Bangalore[image: External link], Mumbai[image: External link] among others.[35] Other airports present in the state are Bokaro Airport[image: External link], Jamshedpur Airport, Chakulia Airport[image: External link], Dumka Airport and Dhanbad Airport[image: External link] who mostly run private and charter flights[image: External link].[36]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education




As per the 2011 census conducted by Government of India the official literacy rate for the state was 67.63% (Male: 78.45%; Female: 56.21%) with 9 districts above the average literacy rate:[37][38]


	Ranchi: 77.13% (Male: 85.53%; Female: 68.20%)

	East Singhbhum : 76.13% (Male: 84.51%; Female: 67.33%)

	Dhanbad: 75.71% (Male: 85.68%; Female: 64.70%)

	Ramgarh: 73.92% (Male: 83.51%; Female: 63.49%)

	Bokaro: 78.48% (Male: 84.50%; Female: 61.46%)

	Hazaribagh: 70.48% (Male: 81.15%; Female: 59.25%)

	Saraikela Khasawan: 68.85% (Male: 81.01%; Female: 56.19%)

	Kodarma: 68.35% (Male: 81.25%; Female: 54.77%)

	Lohardaga: 68.29% (Male: 78.62%; Female: 57.86%)

	Deoghar: 66.34% (Male: 79.13%; Female: 53.39%)



Since the formation of the new state, the Jharkhand Education Project Council (JEPC) has been implementing four projects to spread elementary education: DPEP, SSA, NPEGEL, and KGBV. The state has been moving towards the goal of universal elementary education but the target of hundred percent enrolment and retention of children in schools has not yet been attained.[39]

Jharkhand has made primary education so accessible that 95% of children of ages 6–11 are enrolled in school, as opposed to 56% in 1993–94, so this will likely to improve literacy a great deal. Some of the better known schools which operate nationally and regionally are Vikas Vidyalaya, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, DAV Hehal, St. Thomas School, Delhi Public School[image: External link], Oxford Public School, De Nobili School, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Chinmaya Public School, Loyola school, Sacred Heart School, St. Xavier's, Shishu Mandir, and Surendranath Centenary School. Students from Jharkhand rank well in almost all competitive exams at the national level.[40]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Schools




The medium of instruction in schools is Hindi[image: External link]/ English[image: External link] with English[image: External link]/ Hindi[image: External link]/ Sanskrit[image: External link]/ Bengali[image: External link]/ Odia[image: External link] as second language. After 10 years of schooling, students can join 2 years of Intermediate course (or +2 courses) in Arts[image: External link], Science[image: External link] and Commerce[image: External link]. This is followed by 3 years of degree courses (graduation)or 4 years of Engineering[image: External link]/ Agriculture[image: External link]/ Medicine[image: External link] degree. On May 2008, Jharkhand became the first in India to introduce free haircuts[image: External link] for poor students. 40,000 barbers[image: External link] will be employed with a monthly salary of 1000 rupees (25 US dollars) which will cost the state government 40 million rupees (1 million US dollars).[41]

Loyola School, Jamshedpur[image: External link] is one of the oldest schools in Jharkhand. The institution was established in 1947 by the Society of Jesus (Jesuits), a Roman Catholic religious order founded by St. Ignatius Loyola in 1540.
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 Universities and colleges




See also: List of institutions of higher education in Jharkhand[image: External link]



	
Birsa Agricultural University[image: External link], Kanke, Ranchi

	
Ranchi University[image: External link], Ranchi

	
Kolhan University[image: External link], Chaibasa

	
Nilamber Pitamber University[image: External link], Medininagar

	
Sido Kanhu Murmu University[image: External link], Dumka

	
Vinoba Bhave University[image: External link], Hazaribagh

	
National University of Study and Research in Law[image: External link], Ranchi

	
Jharkhand Rai University[image: External link], Ranchi
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 Autonomous





	Indian Institute of Management Ranchi[image: External link]

	Indian Institute of Technology (Indian School of Mines), Dhanbad[image: External link]

	National Institute of Technology, Jamshedpur[image: External link]

	
National Institute of Foundry and Forge Technology[image: External link] (NIFFT), Ranchi

	National University of Study and Research in Law[image: External link]

	St. Xavier's College, Ranchi[image: External link]

	
Xavier Labour Relations Institute[image: External link] (XLRI), Jamshedpur

	
Xavier Institute of Social Service[image: External link] (XISS), Ranchi
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 Agriculture





	
Indian Institute of Agricultural Biotechnology[image: External link], Ranchi
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 Engineering





	
Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra[image: External link], Ranchi

	
Birsa Institute of Technology Sindri[image: External link], Dhanbad

	
Cambridge Institute of Technology[image: External link], Ranchi

	
R.V.S College of Engineering and Technology[image: External link], Jamshedpur

	
DAV Institute of Engineering and Technology[image: External link], Daltonganj
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 Management





	
Institute of Management Studies, Ranchi[image: External link] IMS-RU




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Medical colleges





	M.G.M Medical College, Jamshedpur

	
Rajendra Institute of Medical Sciences[image: External link] (RIMS), Ranchi

	Patliputra Medical College And Hospital (PMCH), Dhanbad
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 Psychiatry





	Central Institute of Psychiatry[image: External link]
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 Health




Because of its mild climate, Jharkhand, particularly its capital Ranchi, has been like a health resort. As far back as 1918, facilities were set up for treatment of mentally challenged[image: External link].[42][not in citation given[image: External link]] European Mental Hospital was established along with Indian Mental Hospital. Today they are called Central Institute of Psychiatry and Ranchi Institute of Neuro-psychiatry and Allied Sciences respectively. In certain areas of Jharkhand, poverty and consequent malnutrition have given rise to diseases like tuberculosis[image: External link] (TB). In fact, TB has assumed epidemic[image: External link] proportions in certain areas of the state. For management and treatment of such TB, Itki TB Sanatorium, Ranchi, established in 1928 has been doing exemplary work as a premier institute for clinical and programmatic management of TB. The Itki TB Sanatorium is well equipped and accredited by the Indian government for quality assurance and Culture and Drug Sensitivity Testing for M.TB. It provides free of cost treatment for TB as well as Drug resistant TB. Likewise, in the field of treatment of cancer, Tata Main Hospital, Jamshedpur,[43] is rendering pioneering work. In the same way Bokaro General Hospital equipped with modern facilities for the treatment Cancer and heart related problems with capacity of 1100 beds one of the largest in eastern India.

Although several public and private health facilities are available in the state, overall infrastructure for dispensing health related services require improvements. An exception is the famous Tata Motors Hospital which is an example of an ISO 14001 and 18001 certified hospital with DNB teaching facilities.

Ranchi, the capital, has witnessed a sharp growth in the number of hospitals. Hospitals like Orchid Medical Centre[image: External link] have introduced world class healthcare services to the people of the state. However, in rural areas facilities are still scarce and reliant on foreign aid projects (such as Traditional Healthcare[image: External link] in Datom) for the establishment of clinics

Fluoride[image: External link] in groundwater presents a public health problem in Jharkhand. A recent survey led by the Birla Institute of Technology[image: External link], Mesra, Ranchi in collaboration with UNICEF in the northwest districts of Palamau[image: External link] and Garhwa[image: External link] found fluoride levels above the drinking WHO[image: External link] drinking water guidelines.[44] Excessive amounts of fluoride in drinking water can lead to dental fluorosis[image: External link], prevalent bone fractures, and skeletal fluorosis[image: External link], an irreversible disabling condition.[45] Some work has focused on combating fluorosis through increased calcium intake by consuming local plants.[46] Researchers at Princeton University[image: External link] and the Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, Ranchi are currently investigating defluoridation options, while performing an epidemiological survey to assess the extent of fluoride linked health problems and the impact of future interventions.[47][48]

Almost 80% of Jharkhand's people are farmers, although it contains 40% of India's mineral reserves it has some of India's poorest people, in Summer 2009 the state was threatened by drought, with people criticising the government for not providing food aid or assistance.[49]
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 Animal husbandry and veterinary services




Jharkhand has a diverse domestic[image: External link] animal population, including local and crossbred cattle, black Bengal goat, chhotanagpuri sheep, murrah and local buffalo, broilers and ducks of many varieties. The state Veterinary department runs Veterinary Dispensaries located throughout Jharkhand and posts Touring Veterinary officers, Block Animal Husbandry Officers, Touring Veterinary officers (mobile), Assistant Poultry Officers and Veterinary Surgeons to support the agricultural industry.

The state has a Veterinary College located at Kanke, Ranchi.
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 Sports




Cricket[image: External link], Hockey[image: External link] and football[image: External link] are popular games with the people of Jharkhand. Jharkhand has given some brilliant players like Jaipal Singh[image: External link], a former Indian hockey captain and Olympian[image: External link] and Manohar Topno[image: External link], Birendra Lakra[image: External link] and his brother Bimal Lakra, currently playing for the Indian Hockey team[image: External link]. Jaipal Singh[image: External link] was the captain of the hockey team that won the first gold medal for India in the 1924 Summer Olympics[image: External link] in Amsterdam[image: External link]. Mahendra Singh Dhoni[image: External link] who was the captain of Indian cricket team[image: External link] and led the Indian cricket team[image: External link] to ICC Cricket World Cup[image: External link] Glory on 2 April 2011, ending a 28-year wait to repeat the feat achieved by former Indian captain Kapil Dev[image: External link] in 1983 at Lords, England. Another rising cricketer from Jharkhand is Varun Aaron[image: External link], India's fastest bowler and Saurabh Tiwary[image: External link], left hand hard hitting batsman of India who represented Mumbai Indians[image: External link] from the 2008 Indian Premier League[image: External link] and currently playing for Delhi Daredevils in 2015[image: External link]. He was one of the key batsmen in the Indian team that won the 2008 U/19 Cricket World Cup[image: External link] in Malaysia[image: External link]. Ashunta Lakra, sister of Vimal Lakra is the Indian Hockey Captain currently.And one of the emerging sport personality is Deepika Kumari, a young Indian athlete who competes in the event of Archery. She won gold medal in the 2010 Commonwealth games in the women's individual recurve event. Some of major stadiums in Ranchi are:


	
JSCA International Cricket Stadium[image: External link], Ranchi - Cricket


	Birsa Munda Athletics Stadium Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Athletics


	Shiekh Bhikhari Administrative Block, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Fencing, Karate- Do


	Veer Budhu Bhagat Aquatic Stadium, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Aquatics


	Harivansh Tana Bhagat Indoor Stadium, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Volleyball, Basketball, Wrestling


	Astroturf Hockey Stadium, Morhabadi, Ranchi - Hockey (Men & Women)


	Birsa Munda Football Stadium, Morhabadi, Ranchi - Football (Men), Rugby 7s


	Thakur Vishwanath Shahdeo Indoor Stadium, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Wushu, Badminton, Table Tennis


	R. K. Anand Lawn Bowl Greens, Namkum, Ranchi - Lawn Bowls, Judo


	Ganpat Rai Indoor Stadium, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Taekwondo, Gymnastics, Handball


	Albert Ekka Stadium, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Kabbadi, Kho-Kho


	Sidho Kanhu Velodrome Stadium, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Cycling


	Tikait Umrao Shooting Range, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Shooting


	Tennis Stadium, Mega Sports Complex, Ranchi - Tennis




An International Cricket stadium with an indoor stadium[image: External link] and a practice ground has been constructed. This international stadium has hosted an International Match between India and England[image: External link] on 19 January 2013.[50] Apart from that, this stadium has hosted two IPL 6[image: External link] matches for KKR[image: External link] and qualifier 2 of IPL 8[image: External link] between CSK[image: External link] and RCB[image: External link] and Celebrity Cricket League Matches for Bhojpuri Dabanggs. A Tennis Academy, which was inaugurated by Sania Mirza[image: External link] and Shoaib Malik[image: External link], also runs besides the Cricket stadium.[51] Ranchi is among six cities in Hockey India League[image: External link] to be played in January 2013. Ranchi franchise was bought by Patel-Uniexcel Group and the team named Ranchi Rhinos[image: External link] which is now being co-hosted by Mahendra Singh Dhoni and named as Ranchi Rays[image: External link].[52] Ranchi is also famous for being the hometown of World Cup winning Captain of Indian Cricket team, Mahendra Singh Dhoni[image: External link]. India's ace archer Deepika Kumari[image: External link], gold medal winner of Commonwealth Games[image: External link] 2010 and current world no.1 rank holder, also hails from Ranchi.
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 Media





	Dainik Bhaskar News

	ETV Bihar/Jharkhand, broadcasts Jharkhand-related news on a popular program called Johar Jharkhand at 7:30 am and 7:30 pm.

	
Naxatra News Hindi[image: External link] is another round the clock regional channel of Jharkhand.




	Print media include the Hindi newspapers, namely, Prabhat Khabar[image: External link], Hindustan[image: External link] and Dainik Jagran[image: External link], Dainik Bhaskar and Jharkhand Jagran published from the state capital, Ranchi and available in almost all parts of the state. English newspapers like The Pioneer,the Times of India[image: External link] and the Hindustan Times are published from Ranchi and are available across Jharkhand. "Hindi Hain Hum" Hindi news paper is published from New Delhi available all over Jharkhand, Other important Indian newspapers in Hindi, English and local languages are also available in bigger cities by the afternoon and after a day's delay in smaller towns. Most of the national magazines in Hindi and English are regularly available in bigger cities and at other places where supply may be arranged through newspaper vendors. The internet media like jharkhandmirror are also available.

	
Johar Disum Khabaris only fortnightly newspaper published in local tribal & regional language from Ranchi. A monthly magazine "Johar Sahiya" is also published in the state's popular regional language Nagpuri-Sadri."Jharkhandi Bhasha Sahitya Sanskriti Akhra" also a multilingual quarterly magazine in tribal & Regional languages of Jharkhand.

	There are also many lesser known news website like BiharAndJharkhand.com and a more recent news website JHnews.co.in. These websites have been made exclusively keeping in mind the needs of Jharkhand.

	Ranchi and Jamshedpur have around five radio stations and All India Radio[image: External link] is available throughout the state. In 2007, private FM Channels have also started operation in the state. Doordarshan[image: External link], the national television broadcaster, is also available in almost all parts of the state. Bigger cities in Jharkhand are served by all television channels available in India and channels are received through cable. In some interior regions, channels are received via satellite dishes.

	Landline telephone connectivity is provided by BSNL[image: External link], Tata Indicom[image: External link] and Reliance Communications[image: External link] and covers almost all parts of the state. Cellular service, covering all major centres of the state, is provided by Vodafone[image: External link], Airtel[image: External link] (GSM Service), Aircel[image: External link], BSNL[image: External link], Idea Cellular[image: External link] and Reliance Communications[image: External link] and also by Tata Indicom and Reliance Infocomm (CDMA Service). Internet[image: External link] connectivity is available in all the districts.

	FinalJustice.in Hindi news portal running from Ranchi (Jharkhand)

	Jamshedpur Research Review is a multi-disciplinary English Quarterly Research Journal
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List of awards and nominations received by Priyanka Chopra






Priyanka Chopra is an Indian[image: External link] actress who has received more than 620 Awards and several nominations including one National Film Award[image: External link], five Filmfare Awards, eight Producers Guild Film Awards, eight Screen Awards, six IIFA Awards, and two People's Choice Awards and one oscar award .In 2000, she participated in the Femina Miss India contest, where she finished second, winning the Femina Miss India World title.[a] She then entered the Miss World[image: External link] pageant and was crowned Miss World 2000, becoming the fifth Indian to win the contest.[3]

Chopra made her Bollywood film debut with a supporting role in the 2003 spy thriller The Hero, which earned her the Stardust Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]. The same year, her performance in the romantic musical Andaaz won her the Filmfare Award for Best Female Debut and a nomination for Best Supporting Actress at the same ceremony.[4] For her portrayal of a seductress in the romantic thriller Aitraaz, Chopra won the Filmfare Award for Best Performance in a Negative Role and received her second nomination for Best Supporting Actress.[4] The same year, she was nominated for the IIFA Award for Best Actress for the romantic comedy Mujhse Shaadi Karogi.

Chopra starred as a troubled model in the drama Fashion (2008), for which she won many Best Actres awards in India including the National Film Award for Best Actress and the Filmfare Award in the same category.[5] In 2010, she received several Best Actress nominations for playing a feisty Marathi woman in the caper thriller Kaminey,[6] winning her second consecutive Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role after Fashion. The same year, she was nominated for the Screen Award for Best Actress for playing twelve distinct roles in the social comedy film What's Your Raashee?.[7] For her portrayal of a serial killer, in the 2011 neo-noir 7 Khoon Maaf, she was awarded the Filmfare Critics Award for Best Actress and was nominated for Best Actress.[4][8]

She played the role of an autistic woman in the 2012 romantic comedy Barfi!, for which she won the Zee Cine Award for Best Actress and was nominated under the Best Actress category at the Filmfare, Screen, Producers Guild and IIFA awards.[8] In 2014, Chopra's performance as Mary Kom in the eponymous biographical sports drama won her a second Screen and a third Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress. For her debut single "In My City" (2012), she earned three nominations at the World Music Awards. She received several Best Actress nominations for her performance in the 2015 drama Dil Dhadakne Do, winning the Screen Award for Best Ensemble Cast. The same year, she won the Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress, among other accolades, for portraying Kashibai in the epic historical drama Bajirao Mastani[image: External link].[9] In 2016, she received the People's Choice Award for "Favourite Actress In A New TV Series" for her role in Quantico, becoming the first South Asian actress to win a People's Choice Award. The same year, Chopra was awarded the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian award, by the Government of India. In 2017, She won her second People's Choice Award for "Favorite Dramatic TV Actress" for Quantico. In april 2017 she become the first bollywood celebrity to won oscar award in global mega star category In addition to her acting and music awards, Chopra has received several honours from various organisations. She was the first Indian actress to cast her foot at the Salvatore Ferragamo Museum in Florence[image: External link].[10] A 2012 Pinstorm survey judged Chopra as the most influential Indian on social media. She has been ranked four times at the number one on Eastern Eye[image: External link]'s list of the World's Sexiest Asian Women. In 2016, Time named her one of the "100 Most Influential People in the World".

Asian Film Awards

The Asian Film Awards[image: External link] are presented annually by the Hong Kong International Film Festival Society[image: External link] to members of Asian cinema[image: External link].[11] Chopra has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated artist
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2009[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	"Nielsen Box Office Award" for Outstanding Contribution to Asian Cinema
	Won
	[12]




Bengal Film Journalists' Association Awards

The Bengal Film Journalists' Association Awards[image: External link] are presented by the oldest association of film critics in India, founded in 1937.[13] Chopra has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2005
	Aitraaz
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[4]




BIG Star Entertainment Awards

The BIG Star Entertainment Awards[image: External link] is an annual event organised by the Reliance Broadcast Network[image: External link].[14] Chopra has won four awards from ten nominations.



	Year
	Nominated artist and work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Priyanka Chopra
	New Talent of the Decade – Female
	Won
	[15]



	2011
	7 Khoon Maaf
	Most Entertaining Film Actor – Female[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[16]



	2012
	Don 2
	Most Entertaining Actor in an Action Film – Female
	Nominated
	[17]



	Barfi!
	Most Entertaining Film Actor – Female
	Won
	[18]



	Most Entertaining Actor in a Romantic Film – Female
	Nominated
	[19]



	2013
	Goliyon Ki Rasleela Ram-Leela[image: External link]
	Most Entertaining Dancer – Male & Female (for song "Ram Chahe Leela")
	Nominated
	[20]



	2014
	Mary Kom
	Most Entertaining Actor in a Social/Drama Film – Female
	Won
	[21]



	Most Entertaining Film Actor – Female
	Won
	[21]



	2015
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Most Entertaining Actor in a Drama Film – Female
	Nominated
	[22]



	Most Entertaining Singer – Female (for song "Dil Dhadakne Do")
	Nominated
	[22]




Civilian Awards

The Civilian Awards are presented by the Government of India to citizens of India recognising their contributions to various fields such as Arts, Education, Industry, Literature, Science, Sports, Medicine, Social Service and Public Affairs.[23] Chopra was awarded the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian honour in India.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Padma Shri
	Won
	[23]




Filmfare Awards

The Filmfare Awards are presented annually by The Times Group[image: External link] for excellence of cinematic achievements in Hindi cinema.[24] Chopra has won five awards in five categories from ten nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2004
	Andaaz
	Best Female Debut
	Won[b]
	[25]



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[26]



	2005
	Aitraaz
	Best Performance in a Negative Role
	Won
	[4]



	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[27]



	2009
	Fashion
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[28]



	2010
	Kaminey
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[29]



	2012
	7 Khoon Maaf
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[30]



	Critics Award for Best Actress
	Won
	[31]



	2013
	Barfi!
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[32]



	2015
	Mary Kom
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[33]



	2016
	Bajirao Mastani
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[34]




Global Indian Film Awards

The Global Indian Film Awards[image: External link] was an awards ceremony organised by Popcorn Entertainment for the Hindi cinema.[35] Chopra has won two awards.



	Year
	Nominated work and artist
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2005
	Aitraaz
	Best Villain Female[image: External link]
	Won
	[36]



	2007
	Priyanka Chopra
	Most Searched Female Actor on Internet[image: External link]
	Won
	[4]




GQ Men of The Year Awards

The GQ Men of The Year Awards are presented by GQ[image: External link] magazine.[37] Chopra has won two awards.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Priyanka Chopra
	Woman of The Year
	Won
	[4]



	2014
	Award for Excellence
	Won
	[38]




Indian Telly Awards

The Indian Telly Awards are presented annually by indiantelevision.com to honour excellence in the television industry.[39] Chopra has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi X 3[image: External link]
	Most Impactful Debut on Television
	Won
	[40]




International Indian Film Academy Awards

The International Indian Film Academy Awards (shortened as IIFA) is annual international event organised by the Wizcraft International Entertainment Pvt. Ltd. to honour excellence in the Hindi cinema.[41] Chopra has won six awards from twelve nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2005
	Mujhse Shaadi Karogi
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[42]



	2007
	Krrish
	Best On-Screen Beauty[image: External link]
	Won
	[4]



	2009
	Fashion
	Best Actress
	Won
	[43]



	2010
	Kaminey
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[44]



	2011
	Priyanka Chopra
	Green Globe Award for Contribution to a Greener Earth
	Won
	[45]



	2012
	7 Khoon Maaf
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[46]



	2013
	Barfi!
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[47]



	2014
	Priyanka Chopra
	Woman of Substance
	Won
	[48]



	2015
	Mary Kom
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[49]



	2016
	Priyanka Chopra
	Woman of the Year
	Won
	[50]



	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[51]



	Bajirao Mastani
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[50]




Lions Gold Awards

The Lions Gold Awards[image: External link] are presented annually by members of the Lions Club of SOL — Mumbai to honour excellence in the Hindi cinema.[52] Chopra has won five awards.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2009
	Fashion
	Favourite Actor in a Leading Role – Female
	Won
	[53]



	2011
	Anjaana Anjaani
	Favourite Popular Film Actor – Female
	Won
	[54]



	2012
	Don 2
	Favourite Actor in a Leading Role – Female
	Won
	[55]



	2013
	Barfi!
	Favourite Actor in a Leading Role – Female
	Won
	[56]



	2015
	Mary Kom
	Favourite Actor in a Leading Role – Female
	Won
	[57]



	2017
	Ventilator
	Favourite Marathi Film
	Won
	[58]




Mirchi Music Awards

The Mirchi Music Awards[image: External link] are presented annually by Radio Mirchi[image: External link] to honour excellence in the Hindi language film music industry.[59] Chopra has received two nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	"In My City"
	Indipop Song of the year
	Nominated
	[60]



	2014
	"Exotic"
	Indipop Song of the year
	Nominated
	[61]




MTV Europe Music Awards

The MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link] was established in 1994 by MTV Europe[image: External link] to award the music videos from European and international artists.[62] Chopra has won one award from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2015[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Best Indian Act
	Won
	[63]



	Worldwide Act: Africa / India
	Nominated
	[63]




National Film Awards

The National Film Awards[image: External link] is the most prestigious film award ceremony in India. Established in 1954, it is administered by the International Film Festival of India[image: External link] and the Indian government[image: External link]'s Directorate of Film Festivals[image: External link]. The awards are presented by the President of India[image: External link]. Due to their national scale, they are considered to be the equivalent of the Academy Awards[image: External link].[64] Chopra has received one award in the Best Actress category.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2008
	Fashion
	Best Actress
	Won
	[65]




Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards India

The Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards India[image: External link] is the Indian version of the American awards show recognising Indian Film, TV, Music and Sports.[66] Chopra has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	Barfi!
	Best Movie Actress
	Won
	[67]



	2015
	Mary Kom
	Best Movie Actress
	Nominated
	[68]



	2016
	Bajirao Mastani
	Best Movie Actress
	Nominated
	[69]




People's Choice Awards

The People's Choice Awards is an annual awards show recognising the people and the work of popular culture, voted by the general public.[70] Chopra has won two awards. She is the first South Asian actress to win a People's Choice Award.[71]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	Quantico
	Favorite Actress In A New TV Series
	Won
	[72]



	2017[image: External link]
	Quantico
	Favorite Dramatic TV Actress
	Won
	[73]




People's Choice Awards India

The People's Choice Awards India is the Indian version of the American awards show recognising Indian film, television, music and sports.[74] Chopra has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Agneepath
	Favourite Ensemble Cast
	Nominated
	[75]



	"In My City"
	Favourite International Music Debut
	Won
	[76]




Producers Guild Film Awards

The Producers Guild Film Awards (previously known as Apsara Film & Television Producers Guild Awards) is an annual event organised by the Film Producers Guild of India.[77] Chopra has won eight awards from thirteen nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2006
	Aitraaz
	Best Actress in a Supporting Role
	Nominated
	[78]



	2009
	Fashion
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Won
	[79]



	2010
	Kaminey
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Won
	[80]



	2012
	7 Khoon Maaf
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Nominated
	[81]



	7 Khoon Maaf and Don 2
	Entertainer of the Year
	Won
	[82]



	2013
	Barfi!
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Nominated
	[83]



	Agneepath and Barfi!
	Star of the Year
	Won
	[84]



	2015
	Mary Kom
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Won
	[85]



	Dialogue of the Year
	Won
	[85]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Hindustan Times Celebrity for a Cause
	Won
	[85]



	2016
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Nominated
	[86]



	Bajirao Mastani
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Nominated
	[86]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Guild Global Honor
	Won
	[87]




Sabsey Favourite Kaun Awards

The Sabse Favourite Kaun Awards were presented annually by Star Gold[image: External link]. The nominees and awardees were decided by public voting.[88] The awards were discontinued after 2010. Chopra has won five awards.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2006
	Priyanka Chopra
	Sabsey Tez Sitara
	Won
	[88]



	2009
	Priyanka Chopra
	Sabsey Favourite Heroine
	Won
	[89]



	Sabsey Khoobsurat Ada
	Won
	[89]



	Kaminey
	Most Amazing Performance
	Won
	[89]



	Sabsey Favourite Jodi (along with Shahid Kapoor)
	Won
	[89]




Screen Awards

The Screen Awards are annually presented by the Indian Express Limited[image: External link] to honour excellence of cinematic achievements in Hindi and Marathi cinema.[90] Chopra has won eight awards from twenty five nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2004
	Andaaz
	Most Promising Newcomer – Female[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[91]



	2005
	Aitraaz
	Best Actor in a Negative Role
	Won
	[92]



	Jodi No. 1[image: External link] (along with Akshay Kumar)
	Nominated
	[93]



	2009
	Fashion
	Best Actress
	Won
	[94]



	Best Actress (Popular Choice)[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[95]



	2010
	Kaminey
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[96]



	Best Actress (Popular Choice)
	Nominated
	[97]



	Jodi No. 1 (along with Shahid Kapoor)
	Nominated
	[98]



	What's Your Raashee?
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[96]



	Best Actress (Popular Choice)
	Nominated
	[97]



	2011
	Anjaana Anjaani
	Best Actress (Popular Choice)
	Nominated
	[99]



	2012
	7 Khoon Maaf
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[100]



	Best Actor in a Negative Role – Female
	Won
	[101]



	Don 2
	Best Actress (Popular Choice)
	Nominated
	[102]



	Jodi No. 1 (along with Shahrukh Khan[image: External link])
	Won
	[101]



	2013
	Barfi!
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[103]



	Best Actress (Popular Choice)
	Nominated
	[104]



	Jodi No. 1 (along with Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link])
	Won
	[105]



	2014
	Krrish 3
	Best Actress (Popular Choice)
	Nominated
	[106]



	2015
	Mary Kom
	Best Actress
	Won
	[107]



	Best Actress (Popular Choice)
	Nominated
	[108]



	2016
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[109]



	Dil Dhadakne Do and Bajirao Mastani[image: External link]
	Best Actress (Popular Choice)
	Nominated
	[109]



	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Won
	[109]



	Bajirao Mastani
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[109]




Shanghai International Film Festival

The Shanghai International Film Festival[image: External link] is one of the largest film festivals in East Asia[image: External link].[110] Chopra has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2009[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	"Golden Goblet" (Jin Jue) Award[image: External link] for Contribution to Cinema
	Won
	[111]




Star Box Office Awards

The Star Box Office Awards are a collaboration between Star Plus[image: External link] and Box Office India. The Star Box Office Awards ceremony recognises the achievements of Hindi films objectively, based on its performance at the box office.[112] Chopra has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2014
	Gunday & Mary Kom
	Ms. Money Bags
	Won
	[113]




Stardust Awards

The Stardust Awards are an annual event organised by Magna Publishing Company Limited to honour excellence in the Hindi cinema.[114] Chopra has won six awards from fourteen nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2004
	The Hero: Love Story of a Spy
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[115]



	2005
	Mujhse Shaadi Karogi
	Superstar of Tomorrow – Female[image: External link]
	Won
	[116]



	2006
	Waqt: The Race Against Time
	Superstar of Tomorrow – Female
	Nominated
	[117]



	2009
	Fashion and Dostana
	Star of the Year – Female[image: External link]
	Won
	[118]



	2010
	Kaminey
	Star of the Year – Female
	Nominated
	[119]



	2012
	7 Khoon Maaf and Don 2
	Star of the Year – Female
	Nominated
	[120]



	7 Khoon Maaf
	Best Actress – Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[120]



	Don 2
	Best Actress – Thriller/Action[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[120]



	2013
	Barfi!
	Best Actress – Drama
	Won[c]
	[121]



	Star of the Year – Female
	Won
	[121]



	2014
	Gunday
	Best Actress – Thriller/Action
	Nominated
	[122]



	Mary Kom
	Star of the Year – Female
	Nominated
	[122]



	Best Actress – Drama
	Won
	[123]



	2015
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Actor of the Year – Female
	Nominated
	[124]



	2016
	Priyanka Chopra
	Global Icon Award
	Won
	[125]




Teen Choice Awards

The Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] is an annual awards show that airs on the Fox Network[image: External link]. The awards honor the year's biggest achievements in music, movies, sports, television, fashion and other categories, voted by teen viewers.[126]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	Quantico
	Choice TV: Breakout Star
	Nominated
	[127]




Times of India Film Awards

The Times of India Film Awards[image: External link] (shortened as TOIFA) is an international event organised by The Times Group to reward excellence in Hindi cinema.[128] Chopra has received two awards.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	Barfi!
	Best Actor – Female
	Won
	[129]



	2016
	Bajirao Mastani
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[130]




World Music Awards

The World Music Awards is an international awards ceremony founded in 1989 that annually honours recording artists based on worldwide sales figures provided by the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry[image: External link] (IFPI).[131] Chopra has received three nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Priyanka Chopra
	World's Best Female Artist
	Nominated
	[132]



	"In My City"
	World's Best Song
	Nominated
	[133]



	World's Best Video
	Nominated
	[134]




Zee Cine Awards

The Zee Cine Awards are an annual award ceremony organised by the Zee Entertainment Enterprises[image: External link].[135] Chopra has won two awards from nine nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2004
	The Hero: Love Story of a Spy and Andaaz
	Best Female Debut[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[136]



	2005
	Aitraaz
	Best Actor in a Negative Role[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[137]



	2011
	Priyanka Chopra
	International Female Icon
	Nominated
	[138]



	2012
	7 Khoon Maaf
	Best Actor – Female
	Nominated
	[139]



	2013
	Barfi!
	Best Actor – Female
	Won
	[140]



	2014
	Priyanka Chopra
	International Female Icon
	Won
	[141]



	2016
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Best Actor – Female
	Nominated
	[142]



	Bajirao Mastani
	Best Actor – Female
	Nominated
	[142]



	Critics Award for Best Actor – Female
	Nominated
	[143]




Other awards



	Year
	Nominated work and artist
	Award
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2005
	Waqt
	POGO[image: External link] Amazing Kids Awards
	Most Amazing Actress
	Nominated
	[144]



	2006
	Krrish
	Won
	[145]



	2007
	Priyanka Chopra
	Kelvinator's Gr8 Women Awards
	Contribution to Indian Cinema
	Won
	[4]



	2008
	Zoom[image: External link] Glam Awards
	Glam Film Star – Female
	Won
	[146]



	Zee[image: External link] Astitva Awards
	Contribution to Indian Cinema
	Won
	[4]



	2009
	Fashion
	V Shantaram Awards
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[147]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Videocon India Youth Icon Awards
	Entertainment Icon of the year – female
	Won
	[148]



	NDTV Profit[image: External link] Car and Bike Awards
	Brand Ambassador of the Year
	Won
	[149]



	Teacher's Achievement Awards
	Top Entertainer Award
	Won
	[150]



	FICCI[image: External link] Frames Excellence Honours
	Most Powerful Entertainer of the Decade
	Won
	[151]



	2010
	Priyanka Chopra
	NDTV Indian of the Year Awards[image: External link]
	Female Entertainer of the Year
	Won
	[152]



	2011
	7 Khoon Maaf
	Dadasaheb Phalke Academy Awards
	Most Memorable Performance
	Won
	[4]



	Priyanka Chopra
	The South Asians in Media, Marketing and Entertainment Association
	"Trailblazer Award"
	Won
	[153]



	2012
	Femina[image: External link] Women Awards
	Woman We Love Award
	Won
	[154]



	WOW Awards
	LIVE Personality of the Year – Film
	Won
	[155]



	Big Star Young Entertainer Awards
	Style Icon
	Won
	[156]



	2013
	Anokhi Prestige Awards
	International Artist of the Decade
	Won
	[157]



	MTV Video Music Award India
	Super Achiever of the Year
	Won
	[158]



	Priyanka Chopra
	India Leadership Conclave Awards
	Actress of the Decade
	Won
	[159]



	Barfi!
	South African Indian Film and Television Awards
	Best Actress
	Won
	[160]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Hindustan Times Most Stylish Awards
	Style Award
	Won
	[161]



	2014
	IAA Leadership Awards
	Brand Ambassador of the Year — Female
	Won
	[162]



	"Exotic"
	Gaana Awards[image: External link]
	Most Popular English Song
	Won
	[163]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Hindustan Times Most Stylish Awards
	Most Stylish Global Icon
	Won
	[164]



	Mary Kom
	Priyadarshini Academy Global Awards
	Smita Patil Memorial Award for Best Actor
	Won
	[165]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Reliance Digital[image: External link]
	Technolicious Talent of the Year
	Won
	[166]



	2015
	Grazia[image: External link] Young Fashion Awards
	Cover Girl Of The Year
	Won
	[167]



	Hindustan Times Most Stylish Awards
	India's Style Icon
	Won
	[168]



	Mary Kom
	Arab Indo Bollywood Awards
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Won[d]
	[169]



	2016
	Priyanka Chopra
	Shorty Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress in Social Media
	Nominated
	[170]



	CNN-IBN Indian of the Year[image: External link]
	Indian of the Year (Entertainment)
	Nominated
	[171]



	Bajirao Mastani
	Dadasaheb Phalke Academy Awards
	Best Actress
	Won
	[172]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Instyle[image: External link] Awards
	Breakthrough Style Star
	Won
	[173]



	2017
	Dadasaheb Phalke Academy Awards
	Internationally Acclaimed Actress
	Won
	[174]



	Ventilator
	Best Film
	Won
	[174]




Pageants



	Year
	Recipient
	Honour
	Result
	Ref.



	2000
	Priyanka Chopra
	Miss India World
	Won
	[5]



	Miss World
	Won
	[5]



	Miss World Continental Queen of Beauty − Asia & Oceania[image: External link]
	Won
	[5]




Media honours

The table includes the titles Chopra had received from notable and reputed publications and organisations.



	Year
	Title
	Awarding Organisation
	Ref.



	2006
	World's Sexiest Asian Woman
	Eastern Eye[image: External link]
	[175]



	Style Diva of Year
	eBay
	[176]



	2009
	Most Desirable Woman
	Indiatimes[image: External link]
	[177]



	2011
	India's Best Dressed
	People India
	[178]



	Hottest Woman of the Year
	Maxim India[image: External link]
	[179]



	2012
	India's Glam Diva
	Big CBS Love[image: External link]
	[180]



	Most Influential Indian in the Social Media Circuit
	Pinstorm
	[181]



	Punjabi Icon
	Punjab Government[image: External link]
	[182]



	World's Sexiest Asian Woman
	Eastern Eye
	[183]



	2013
	Ambassador of Beauty and Substance
	Femina Miss India
	[184]



	Hottest Woman of the Year
	Maxim India
	[179]



	2014
	World's Sexiest Asian Woman
	Eastern Eye
	[185]



	2015
	World's Sexiest Asian Woman
	Eastern Eye
	[186]



	World's Sexiest Woman
	FHM India[image: External link]
	[187]



	Sexiest Woman on Television
	BuddyTV[image: External link]
	[188]



	25 Most Intriguing People of the Year
	People
	[189]



	2016
	Sexiest Eyes
	Victoria's Secret[image: External link]
	[190]



	100 Most Influential People in the World
	Time
	[191]



	Most Desirable Woman
	Indiatimes
	[192]



	Hottest Woman of the Year
	Maxim India
	[193]




Footnotes



	
^ At the time, the second place contestant of Femina Miss India was given the title "Miss India World" and sent to the Miss World competition, whereas the first place contestant was sent to Miss Universe, and third place to Miss Asia Pacific International.[1][2]


	
^ Tied with Lara Dutta for the same film.


	
^ Tied with Sridevi for English Vinglish[image: External link].


	
^ Tied with Kangana Ranaut for Queen[image: External link].
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Miss World 2000






Miss World 2000, the 50th edition of the Miss World[image: External link] pageant, was held on 30 November 2000 at the Millennium Dome in London[image: External link], United Kingdom[image: External link].[3] The pageant's swimsuit segment was filmed in the Maldives.

The pageant was the first since the death of pageant owner Eric Morley[image: External link], whose widow Julia Morley[image: External link] assumed responsibility for the event. The pageant had 95 contestants, the highest number of Miss World participants ever. This was surpassed in 2003.

The pageant was won by Priyanka Chopra of India,[1][2] at the age of 18. She is the fifth Indian Miss World and the second consecutive winner from her country. Internationally, Chopra reigned alongside Miss Universe 2000 titleholder Lara Dutta and Miss Asia Pacific 2000 titleholder Dia Mirza[image: External link], both also of India.
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	Final results
	Contestant



	Miss World 2000
	

	
 India – Priyanka Chopra[1][2]








	1st runner-up
	

	
 Italy – Giorgia Palmas[image: External link][3]








	2nd runner-up
	

	
 Turkey – Yüksel Ak[3]








	Top 5
	

	
 Kazakhstan – Margarita Kravtsova

	
 Uruguay – Katja Thomsen Grien







	Semi-finalists
	

	
 Chile – Isabel Bawlitza[image: External link]


	
 Colombia – Andrea Durán

	
 Kenya – Yolande Masinde

	
 Ukraine – Olena Scherban

	
 United States – Angelique Breaux
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	Continental Group
	Contestant



	Africa
	

	
 Kenya – Yolanda Masinde







	Americas
	

	
 Uruguay – Katja Thomsen







	Asia
	

	
 India – Priyanka Chopra








	Caribbean Isles
	

	
 Curacao – Jozaine Marianella Wall







	Europe
	

	
 Italy – Giorgia Palmas[image: External link]
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A total of 95 contestants participated in Miss World 2000.[4]



	
 American Virgin Islands – Luciah Hedrington

	
 Angola – Deolinda Vilela

	
 Argentina – Daniela Stucan

	
 Aruba – Monique van der Horn

	
 Australia – Renee Henderson

	
 Austria – Patricia Kaiser

	
 Bahamas – Latia Bowe

	
 Bangladesh – Sonia Gazi

	
 Barbados – Leilani McConney

	
 Belarus – Sviatlana Kruk

	
 Belgium – Joke van de Velde

	
 Bolivia – Jimena Rico Toro

	
 Bosnia & Herzegovina – Jasmina Mahmutović

	
 Botswana – Puna Keleabetswe Serati

	
 Brazil – Francine Eickemberg

	
 British Virgin Islands – Nadia Harrigan Ubinas

	
 Bulgaria – Ivanka Peytcheva

	
 Canada – Christine Cho

	
 Cayman Islands – Jacqueline Bush

	
 Chile – Isabel Bawlitza[image: External link]


	
 Chinese Taipei – Shu-Ting Hao

	
 Colombia – Andrea Durán

	
 Costa Rica – Cristina de Mezerville

	
 Croatia – Andreja Čupor

	
 Curaçao – Jozaine Wall

	
 Cyprus – Iphigenia Papaioannou

	
 Czech Republic – Michaela Salačová

	
 Denmark – Anne Katrin Vrang

	
 Dominican Republic – Gilda Jovine[image: External link]


	
 Ecuador – Ana Dolores Murillo

	
 England – Michelle Walker

	
 Estonia – Irina Ovtchinnikova

	
 Finland – Salima Peippo

	
 France – Karine Meier

	
 Germany – Natascha Berg

	
 Ghana – Maame Ewarfaah Hawkson

	
 Gibraltar – Tessa Sacramento

	
 Greece – Athanasia Tzoulaki

	
 Guatemala – Cindy Ramírez

	
 Holland – Raja Moussaoui

	
 Honduras – Verónica Rivera

	
 Hong Kong – Margaret Kan

	
 Hungary – Judit Kuchta

	
 Iceland – Elva Dögg Melsted

	
 India – Priyanka Chopra[1][2]


	
 Ireland – Yvonne Ellard

	
 Israel – Dana Dantes

	
 Italy – Giorgia Palmas[image: External link]


	
 Jamaica – Ayisha Richards

	
 Japan – Mariko Sugai

	
 Kazakhstan – Margarita Kravtsova

	
 Kenya – Yolanda Masinde

	
 Korea – Jung-sun Shin

	
 Lebanon – Sandra Rizk

	
 Lithuania – Martyna Bimbaite

	
 Madagascar – Julianna Todimarina

	
 Malaysia – Tan Sun Wei

	
 Malta – Katia Grima

	
 Mexico – Paulina Flores Arias[image: External link]


	
 Moldova – Mariana Moraru †

	
 Namibia – Mia de Klerk

	
   Nepal – Usha Khadgi

	
 New Zealand – Katherine Allsopp-Smith

	
 Nigeria – Matilda Kerry[image: External link]


	
 Northern Ireland – Julie Lee-Ann Martin

	
 Norway – Stine Pedersen

	
 Panama – Ana Raquel Ochy

	
 Paraguay – Patricia Villanueva

	
 Peru – Tatiana Angulo

	
 Philippines – Katherine Annwen de Guzman

	
 Poland – Justyna Bergmann

	
 Portugal – Gilda Dias Pe-Curto

	
 Puerto Rico – Sarybel Velilla

	
 Romania – Aleksandra Cosmoiu

	
 Russia – Anna Bodareva

	
 Scotland – Michelle Watson

	
 Singapore – Charlyn Ding Zung Ee

	
 Slovakia – Janka Horecna

	
 Slovenia – Maša Merc

	
 South Africa – Heather Joy Hamilton

	
 Spain – Verónica García

	
 Sri Lanka – Ganga Gunasekera

	
 Sweden – Ida Sofia Manneh

	
  Switzerland – Mahara McKay[image: External link]


	
 Tahiti – Vanini Bea

	
 Tanzania – Jacqueline Ntuyabelikwe

	
 Trinidad & Tobago – Rhonda Rosemin

	
 Turkey – Yuksel Ak

	
 Ukraine – Olena Shcherban

	
 United States – Angelique Breaux

	
 Uruguay – Katja Thomsen

	
 Venezuela – Vanessa Cárdenas[image: External link]


	
 Wales – Sophie-Kate Cahill

	
 Yugoslavia – Iva Milivojević

	
 Zimbabwe – Victoria Moyo
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 Judges






	Stephanie Beacham[image: External link]

	Ozwald Boateng[image: External link]

	Errol Brown[image: External link]

	Lulu[image: External link]

	Terry O'Neill[image: External link]

	Lucy Sykes[image: External link]

	Hemant Trevedi

	Amanda Wakeley[image: External link]

	Shah Rukh Khan
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 Notes
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 Debuts






	 Belarus

	 England

	 Moldova

	 Northern Ireland
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 Returns






	Last competed in 1955[image: External link]:

	 Barbados

	 Denmark





	Last competed in 1997:

	 Namibia





	Last competed in 1998[image: External link]:

	 British Virgin Islands

	 Chinese Taipei

	 Curaçao
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 Replacements





	
 Denmark – Cecilie Elisa Dahlstrøm

	
 Russia – Ekaterina Izmail - Dethroned of her Beauty of Russia 2000 crown due marriage[5]


	
 Mexico Jacqueline Bracamontes[image: External link] - She won Nuestra Belleza Mundo México 2000 and supposed to representing Mexico at Miss World that year, however she decided to enter in Nuestra Belleza Mexico 2000 and won the contest, but as she won 2 contests Lupita Jones president of Nuestra Belleza México, decides appoint Paulina Flores Arias[image: External link] - (Suplente of Nuestra Belleza México 2000 pageant) to compete at Miss World 2000.[6]


	
 Moldova - Miss Moldova 2000, Irina Babusenko didn't went to Miss World 2000 due underage. She was replaced by her 1º vice-miss Mariana Moraru.[7]
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 Withdrawals





	
 Guyana - No contest.

	
 Latvia – Miss Latvia 1999, Dina Kalandarova withdrew at the last minute due personal reasons. She competed in Miss World 2001 inserted.

	
 Seychelles - No contest.

	
 St. Maarten – No contest.

	
 Swaziland - No contest.

	
 Thailand – No contest.

	
 Zambia - No contest.
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	Pageantopolis – Miss World 2000[image: External link]
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National Film Awards






Not to be confused with National Film Awards UK[image: External link].

This article is about the National Film Awards in India. For the Bangladesh awards, see National Film Awards (Bangladesh)[image: External link]. For the Nepal awards, see National Film Awards (Nepal)[image: External link]. For other national awards, see List of film awards[image: External link].

The National Film Awards is the most prominent film award ceremonies in India. Established in 1954, it has been administered, along with the International Film Festival of India[image: External link] and the Indian Panorama, by the Indian government[image: External link]'s Directorate of Film Festivals[image: External link] since 1973.[1][2]

Every year, a national panel appointed by the government selects the winning entry, and the award ceremony is held in New Delhi[image: External link], where the President of India[image: External link] presents the awards. This is followed by the inauguration of the National Film Festival, where the award-winning films are screened for the public. Declared for films produced in the previous year across the country, they hold the distinction of awarding merit to the best of Indian cinema[image: External link] overall, as well as presenting awards for the best films in each region and language of the country. Due to the national scale of the National Film Awards, it is considered the Indian equivalent of the American Academy Awards[image: External link].[3][4]
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 History




See also: 1st National Film Awards[image: External link]


The Awards were first presented in 1954. The Government of India conceived the ceremony to honour films made across India, on a national scale, to encourage the furthering of Indian art and culture. Since 1973, the Indian Directorate of Film Festivals administers the ceremony along with other major film events in India annually. It is the highest award given for films in India.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Juries and rules




The National Film Awards are presented in two main categories: Feature Films[image: External link] and Non-Feature Films[image: External link]. The juries are appointed by the Directorate of Film Festivals[image: External link] in India. Neither the Government nor the Directorate have influence over which films are selected for consideration and which films ultimately win awards. There are strict criteria as to whether a film is eligible for consideration by the jury panels. Over 100 films made across the country are entered in each category (Feature and Non-Feature) for the awards and deemed eligible each year.

A list of rules is presented every year in a document of regulations known as the National Film Award Regulations. The criteria for eligibility contains many clauses. Among them, there is a direct requirement for the makers of a film, and particularly the director, to be Indian nationals.[5] Films entering the competition should be produced in India, and in case of co-production involving a foreign entity, there are as many as six conditions which should be fulfilled in order for the film to qualify.[5] According to the criteria, in order to be eligible for consideration of the jury, a film should be certified by the Central Board of Film Certification[image: External link] between 1 January and 31 December. Whether a film is considered a feature film or a non-feature film shall be decided by the Feature Film jury. The eligibility list includes a section of rules determining which films shall not be eligible for entry in the competition.[5]
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 Awards




The Awards are categorised in three sections; Feature Films, Non-Feature Films and Best Writing on Cinema. With each section having its individual aims, Feature Film and Non-Feature Film sections aim at encouraging the production of films of aesthetic and technical excellence and social relevance, contributing to the understanding and appreciation of cultures of different regions of the country in cinematic form, thereby promoting unity and integrity of the nation. The Best Writing on Cinema section aims to encourage the study and appreciation of cinema as an art form and dissemination of information and critical appreciation of the art form through publication of various books, articles, reviews, newspaper coverage and studies.[6]

In addition, a lifetime achievement award, named after the father of Indian cinema Dadasaheb Phalke[image: External link], is awarded to a film personality for the outstanding contribution to the growth and development of Indian Cinema.[6][7]

All the award winners are awarded with a Medallion[image: External link], cash prize and a certificate of merit. Six categories from Feature Films section, two from Non-Feature Films and Best Writing on Cinema sections each have been made eligible for Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus Award) and rest of the categories for Rajat Kamal (Silver Lotus Award).[6]
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 Special Award





	Dadasaheb Phalke Award[image: External link]
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 Feature Film Awards
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 Golden Lotus Award




Official name - Swarna Kamal




	

	Best Feature Film[image: External link]

	Best Director[image: External link]

	Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome Entertainment[image: External link]




	

	Best Children's Film[image: External link]

	Best First Film of a Director[image: External link]

	Best Animated Film[image: External link]
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 Silver Lotus Award




Official Name: Rajat kamal




	

	Best Actor[image: External link]

	Best Actress

	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

	Best Child Artist[image: External link]

	Best Music Direction[image: External link]

	Best Male Playback Singer[image: External link]

	Best Female Playback Singer[image: External link]

	Best Lyrics[image: External link]

	Best Art Direction[image: External link]




	

	Best Audiography[image: External link]

	Best Choreography[image: External link]

	Best Cinematography[image: External link]

	Best Costume Design[image: External link]

	Best Editing[image: External link]

	Best Make-up[image: External link]

	Best Screenplay[image: External link]

	Best Special Effects[image: External link]

	Special Jury Award / Special Mention[image: External link]
















	

	Best Film on Environment Conservation / Preservation[image: External link]

	Best Film on Family Welfare[image: External link]




	

	Best Film on National Integration[image: External link]

	Best Film on Other Social Issues[image: External link]













Best Feature Film in each of the languages specified in the Eighth Schedule[image: External link] of the Constitution of India[image: External link]:




	

	Best Feature Film in Assamese[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Bengali[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Bodo[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Dogri[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Hindi[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Gujarati[image: External link]




	

	Best Feature Film in Kannada[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Kashmiri[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Konkani[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Malayalam[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Manipuri[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Marathi[image: External link]




	

	Best Feature Film in Odia[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Punjabi[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Tamil[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Telugu[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Urdu[image: External link]













Best Feature Film in each of the languages other than those specified in Eighth schedule of the Constitution of India:




	

	Best Feature Film in Bhojpuri[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in English[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Khasi[image: External link]




	

	Best Feature Film in Kodava[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Kokborok[image: External link]

	Best Feature Film in Monpa[image: External link]




	

	Best Feature Film in Tulu[image: External link]
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 Discontinued Awards







	

	Second Best Feature Film[image: External link]




	

	Third Best Feature Film[image: External link]




	

	Best Story[image: External link]
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 Non-Feature Film Awards
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 Golden Lotus Award




Official Name: Swarna Kamal




	

	Best Non-Feature Film[image: External link]




	

	Best Director[image: External link]
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 Silver Lotus Award




Official Name: Rajat Kamal




	

	Best First Film of a Director[image: External link]

	Best Audiography[image: External link]

	Best Cinematography[image: External link]

	Special Jury Award / Special Mention[image: External link]




	

	Best Editing[image: External link]

	Best Music Direction[image: External link]

	Best Narration / Voice Over[image: External link]
















	

	Best Agriculture Film[image: External link]

	Best Animation Film[image: External link]

	Best Anthropological / Ethnographic Film[image: External link]

	Best Arts / Cultural Film[image: External link]

	Best Biographical Film[image: External link]

	Best Educational / Motivational / Instructional Film[image: External link]

	Best Environment/Conservation/Preservation Film[image: External link]

	Best Exploration / Adventure Film[image: External link]




	

	Best Film on Family Welfare[image: External link]

	Best Historical Reconstruction / Compilation Film[image: External link]

	Best Investigative Film[image: External link]

	Best Promotional Film[image: External link]

	Best Scientific Film[image: External link]

	Best Short Fiction Film[image: External link]

	Best Film on Social Issues[image: External link]
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 Discontinued Awards







	

	Best Experimental Film[image: External link]

	Best Filmstrip[image: External link]

	Best Industrial Film[image: External link]




	

	Best News Review[image: External link]

	Best Newsreel Cameraman[image: External link]
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 Writing on Cinema
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Official Name: Swarna Kamal




	

	Best Book on Cinema[image: External link]




	

	Best Film Critic[image: External link]
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Filmfare Awards






For the Filmfare Awards for South Indian film industries, see Filmfare Awards South[image: External link]. For the Filmfare Awards for East Indian film industries, see Filmfare Awards East[image: External link].

The Filmfare Awards are presented annually by The Times Group[image: External link] to honour both artistic and technical excellence of professionals in the Hindi language film industry of India. The Filmfare ceremony is one of the oldest film events in India.[1][2][3] The awards were first introduced in 1954, the same year as the National Film Awards[image: External link]. They were initially referred to as the Clare Awards or The Clares after Clare Mendonca, the editor of The Times of India. A dual voting system was developed in 1956. Under this system, in contrast to the National Film Awards, which are decided by a panel appointed by Indian Government, the Filmfare Awards are voted on by both the public and a committee of experts.

The ceremony had been sponsored by various private organisations in the past as well as in present provisions. During several years in 1990s, a live ceremony was broadcast to television audiences but was later discontinued due to unknown reasons. Presently, a recorded and an edited version of the awards ceremony is televised on SET[image: External link] a week or two after the ceremony has been held.

Until the mid-1990s, Filmfare Awards were not only preeminent but were also well-recognized popular awards ceremony in India film industry until several clone awards with similar model of awarding and stage performance pattern started sprouting up in Mumbai. There is no data statistics recorded in reference to T.V viewership for the ceremony, but several press reports have pointed out that along with various other Indian film awards having similar type of technique and too much of cloning by each other, the ceremony has resulted with less curiosity among audiences and poor viewership since 2000s. The Filmfare Awards have been often referred to as the Hindi film industry's equivalent to The Oscars[image: External link].[1][2][3][4]

Filmfare Marathi Awards[image: External link] are also started few years back which gives awards to Marathi films and Marathi play.[5]
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 History
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 The Introduction




The Filmfare awards were first introduced in 1954. The Clares was the original name of the award ceremony, named after The Times of India critic Clare Mendonca. Readers of Filmfare were polled to decide the winners, and over 20,000 readers spread throughout India participated in the polls; trophies[image: External link] were given to winners of the popular vote. In the first awards function, held on 21 March 1954 at the Metro Theatre[image: External link] of Mumbai[image: External link], only five awards were presented: Best Film, Best Director, Best Actor, Best Actress, and Best Music Director. Do Bigha Zameen[image: External link] was the first movie to win the award for Best Film. The first winners for other four categories were: Bimal Roy[image: External link] for his direction of Do Bigha Zameen, Dilip Kumar[image: External link] for his performance in Daag[image: External link], Meena Kumari for her performance in Baiju Bawra[image: External link], and Naushad Ali[image: External link] for his music in Baiju Bawra.Filmfare Awards also introduced the Short Film Category in 2017, with Vidya Balan and Gauri Shinde on the jury.[6] The People’s Choice Award For Best Short Film was presented to Khamakha. Short films like Chutney, Matitali Kusti and Taandav won awards as well.[7]

Hollywood star Gregory Peck[image: External link] was invited to be the guest of honour at the first ever awards on 21 March 1954 at the Metro theatre, Mumbai but couldn't make it to the function since his flight from Colombo got delayed. However, Peck did attend the banquet that followed the award night at Wellington Club (Gymkhana), Mumbai.[8][9][9]
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 Postponement in 1986 and 1987




The winners for the year 1985 were announced in 1986 and the event was scheduled to be held at the Brabourne Stadium[image: External link] in December 1986. Unfortunately the 'Bombay film Industry', as was known then went on strike in '86 because of its many contentious issues with the Maharashtra[image: External link] Government[image: External link]. So the ceremony was pushed to the next year. The winners of 1985 were awarded on 28 January 1987. Due to Security reasons, filmfare was not awarded for 1986 and 1987.[10]
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 Controversies




Due to the many award ceremonies in the Indian Film Industry, it is often questioned which ones are "real" and based on fair decisions made by the jury. The Filmfare went through a phase of controversy in which they were accused of a biased selection when nominating and presenting awards and it was believed that they were not awarded based on merit. But, it is a common trend for the award ceremonies to be questioned over such issues[11] The Bollywood fraternity has been around for over a century now and has acquired many new techniques, talents, story lines, and much more. The importance of these awards is that it recognizes an industry in which almost a thousand movies per year are produced making it one of the biggest in cinema. They are also a very important set of awards because everyone has a soft spot in their hearts for them due to they long lasting journey. The awards only started with a few categories back in 1953 but today, it recognizes about 31 categories. In the past century, they have proves to overcome any controversy and at the same time achieve something new each year as well.[12]
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 Filmfare Statuette




The statuette, depicting a woman whose arms uprise in a dance number with her fingers touching, is commonly referred to as "The Black Lady" (or "The Lady in Black"). Filmfare is widely known for "The Black Lady" not only because of its beautiful sculpture but because it is the token of honor presented to each winner. Originally designed by N.G. Pansare under the supervision of Times of India[image: External link]'s art director Walter Langhammer, it is generally made of bronze, its height is 46.5 cm and it weighs around five kg.[13] To celebrate the 25th year of the awards, the statues were made in silver[image: External link] and to celebrate the 50th year the statues were made in gold[image: External link].[14] The Filmfare trophy is manufactured by The Award Gallery since 2000.[15] Till 2012, there were only a few changes made to the trophy. But recently, as of 2013, a huge change has been made to give the trophy a 3-D look.[16] Two reasons were given for this change. The organizers believe that this was necessary to match the many advances in technology in today's world which will advance a lot more in the coming years as well. Also, this was an attempt to match the theme of the 2013 set of awards at Filmfare in Mumbai. The theme was a hundred years leap into the future. Hence, what is better than the idea of a new looking lady?[17] Winners are always very overwhelmed when they hold the lady in their hands not only because it proves and shows their hard work but also because of the warm feeling and excitement that comes with it. The appearance of this lady is quite surprising because the Indian population tends to believe that a dark appearance is not attractive in a human being but they beg to differ when it comes to this beautiful lady.[18]
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 The Red Carpet




The Red Carpet is a segment that takes place before the beginning of the actual ceremony. This is when actors, actresses, producers, directors, singers, composers, and others that have contributed to Indian cinema are introduced.[19] The tradition of the red carpet has been around for several years now and is nothing different from any other normal set of awards that take place. As we know, this tradition is a way for the ladies to cat walk down the carpet so show-off their gowns, dresses, hairstyles, and even makeup. The elegant men also walk down the carpet showing off their Indian or Western look.[20] It is also a way for the audience to meet and greet their favorite stars, to see who their favorite celebrities walk in with, and see how the industry mingles with one another. It is a way for the organizers to welcome and thank the beauties to such a prestigious occasion. Hosts question the celebrities about upcoming performances and who they think deserves to take the Black Lady home.[21]
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 In 2013




The latest 2013 Filmfare awards took place in Mumbai at the Yash Raj Studios in Andheri. The unique thing about this year was that a special press conference was held just for its announcement and this took place at the Suburban hotel in Mumbai as well. As mentioned earlier, the theme this year is a hundred years in the future. The reason for this theme to be held this year was because it was meant to be a continuous from last year's theme where the fraternity celebrated the completion of a hundred years in Indian cinema at the box office.[17]
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 Awards




As of 2016, there are total 31 awards given in different categories. Some of the categories which have been discontinued, are also mentioned along with the years through which they prevailed. There is a separate category of critics awards, decided by noted film-critics rather than popular votes. Awards are given in the following categories. Follow the links for lists of the award winners, year by year.
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 Merit awards






	Best Film[image: External link]

	Best Director[image: External link]

	Best Actor[image: External link]

	Best Actress

	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actress

	
Best Performance in a Negative Role (1992-2007)

	
Best Performance in a Comic Role[image: External link] (1967-2007)

	Best Male Debut[image: External link]

	Best Female Debut

	Best Debut Director[image: External link]

	Best Music Direction[image: External link]

	Best Lyricist[image: External link]

	Best Male Playback Singer[image: External link]

	Best Female Playback Singer[image: External link]
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 Critics' awards





	Critics Award Best Film[image: External link]

	Critics Award Best Actor[image: External link]

	Critics Award Best Actress

	
Best Documentary[image: External link] (1967-1997)
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 Technical awards






	Best Story[image: External link]

	Best Screenplay[image: External link]

	Best Dialogue[image: External link]

	Best Action[image: External link]

	Best Art Direction[image: External link]

	Best Background Score[image: External link]

	Best Cinematography[image: External link]

	Best Editing[image: External link]

	Best Choreography[image: External link]

	Best Sound Design[image: External link]

	Best Special Effects[image: External link]

	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
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 Special awards





	Lifetime Achievement[image: External link]

	RD Burman Award for New Music Talent[image: External link]

	Special Performance Award[image: External link]

	
Best Scene of the Year[image: External link] (1998-2012)

	
Power Award[image: External link] (2003-2007)
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 Records





	Most awards to a single film




	
Black[image: External link] (2005) = 11

	
Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge[image: External link] (1995) = 10

	
Devdas[image: External link] (2002) = 10




	Most awards won by a single person




	
Gulzar[image: External link] = 20

(Best Dialogue (4), Critics Award for Best Movie (1), Best Director (1), Best Lyricist (11), Best Documentary (1), Best Story (1), Lifetime Achievement Award (1) )

	
A. R. Rahman[image: External link] = 15

(Best Music Director (10), R. D. Burman Award (1), Best Background Score (4) )

	
Shah Rukh Khan = 15

(Best Actor (8), Best Actor (Critics) (2), Best Villain (1), Best Male Debut (1), Power Award (2), Special Award Swiss Consulate Trophy (1) )




	Most awards for Best Director[image: External link]





	
Bimal Roy[image: External link] = 7

	
Yash Chopra[image: External link] = 4

	
Raj Kapoor[image: External link] = 4

	
Sanjay Leela Bhansali = 4




	Most awards for Best Actor[image: External link]





	
Dilip Kumar[image: External link] = 8

	
Shah Rukh Khan = 8




	Most awards for Best Actor (critics)[image: External link]





	
Amitabh Bachchan = 3

	
Manoj Bajpayee[image: External link] = 3




	Most awards for Best Actress





	
Nutan = 5

	
Kajol = 5

	
Meena Kumari = 4

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] = 4




	Most awards for Best Actress (critics)





	
Tabu = 4

	
Manisha Koirala = 3




	Most awards for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]





	
Pran[image: External link] = 3

	
Amrish Puri[image: External link] = 3

	
Amitabh Bachchan = 3

	
Abhishek Bachchan = 3

	
Anil Kapoor = 3




	Most awards for Best Supporting Actress





	
Nirupa Roy = 3

	
Farida Jalal = 3

	
Jaya Bachchan = 3

	
Rani Mukerji = 3

	
Supriya Pathak[image: External link] = 3




	Most awards for Best Music Director[image: External link]





	
A. R. Rahman[image: External link] = 10

	
Shankar Jaikishan[image: External link] = 9




	Most awards for Best Lyricist[image: External link]





	
Gulzar[image: External link] = 11

	
Javed Akhtar[image: External link] = 8




	Most awards for Best Male Playback Singer[image: External link]





	
Kishore Kumar[image: External link] = 8

	
Mohammed Rafi[image: External link] = 6




	Most awards for Best Female Playback Singer[image: External link]





	
Asha Bhosle[image: External link] = 7

	
Alka Yagnik[image: External link] = 7

	
Shreya Ghoshal[image: External link] = 5




	Most awards for Best Choreography[image: External link]





	
Saroj Khan[image: External link] = 8

	
Farah Khan = 6
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 See also





	Bollywood

	Cinema of India[image: External link]
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 Basic structure




Effecting the Westminster system[image: External link][1] for governing the state, the federal government is mainly composed of the executive[image: External link], legislative[image: External link], and judicial[image: External link] branches, in which all powers are vested by the Constitution[image: External link] in Parliament[image: External link], the Prime Minister[image: External link] and the Supreme Court[image: External link]. The President of India[image: External link] is the Head of State[image: External link] and the Supreme Commander of the Indian Armed Forces[image: External link] while the elected[image: External link] Prime Minister[image: External link] acts as the chief executive[image: External link] (of the executive branch) and is responsible for running the federal government.[2] There is a bicameral Parliament with the Lok Sabha[image: External link] as a lower house[image: External link] and the Rajya Sabha[image: External link] as an upper house[image: External link]. The judicial branch systematically contains an apex Supreme Court[image: External link], 24 high courts[image: External link], and several district courts[image: External link], all inferior to the Supreme Court.[3]

The basic civil[image: External link] and criminal laws governing the citizens of India are set down in major parliamentary legislation, such as the Civil Procedure Code, the Indian Penal Code[image: External link], and the Criminal Procedure Code.[4] Similar to the federal (union) government, individual state governments each consist of executive, legislative and judicial branches. The legal system as applicable to the federal and individual state governments is based on the English Common[image: External link] and Statutory Law[image: External link].[5] The full name of the country is the Republic of India. India and Bharat are equally official short names for the Republic of India in the Constitution[image: External link], and both names appears on legal banknotes, in treaties and in legal cases. The Union Government, Central Government or Government of India (Bharat Sarkar) are often used in an official and unofficial capacity to refer to the Government of India. Because the seat of government is in New Delhi[image: External link], "New Delhi" is commonly used as a synonym for the Central Government.
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 Legislative branch




The powers of the legislative branch in India are exercised by Parliament[image: External link], bicameral legislature consisting of the Rajya Sabha[image: External link] and the Lok Sabha[image: External link]. Of the two houses of Parliament, the former is considered to be the upper house[image: External link] or the Council of States and consists of members appointed by the President and elected[image: External link] by the state and territorial legislatures[image: External link]. The latter is considered the lower house[image: External link] or the House of the people.[6]

Parliament does not have complete control and sovereignty[image: External link], as its laws are subject to judicial review[image: External link] by the Supreme Court of India[image: External link]. However, it does exercise some control over the executive branch[image: External link]. The members of the cabinet[image: External link], including the prime minister[image: External link] and the Council of Ministers[image: External link], are either chosen from parliament or elected thereto within six months of assuming office. The cabinet as a whole is responsible[image: External link] to the Lok Sabha[image: External link]. The Lok Sabha[image: External link] is a temporary house and can only be dissolved when the party in power loses the support of the majority of the house. Whereas the Rajya Sabha[image: External link] is a permanent house which can never be dissolved by the members of the Rajya Sabha who are elected for a six-year term.
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 Executive branch




The Executive Branch[image: External link] of government is the one that has sole authority and responsibility for the daily administration of the state bureaucracy. The division of power into separate branches of government is central to the republican idea of the separation of powers[image: External link].
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 President




Main article: President of India[image: External link]


The executive power is vested mainly in the President of India[image: External link], as per Article 53 (1) of the constitution. The President has all constitutional[image: External link] powers and exercises them directly or through officers subordinate to him as per the aforesaid Article 53(1). The President is to act in accordance with aid and advice tendered by the Prime Minister[image: External link], who leads the Council of Ministers[image: External link] as described in Article 74 of the Constitution of India[image: External link].

The Council of Ministers remains in power during the 'pleasure' of the President. However, in practice, the Council of Ministers must retain the support of the Lok Sabha. If a President were to dismiss the Council of Ministers on his or her own initiative, it might trigger a constitutional crisis. Thus, in practice, the Council of Ministers[image: External link] cannot be dismissed as long as it holds the support of a majority in the Lok Sabha[image: External link].

The President is responsible for making a wide variety of appointments. These include:[7]


	
Governors[image: External link] of States[image: External link]


	The Chief Justice[image: External link], other judges of the Supreme Court[image: External link] and High Courts of India[image: External link]


	The Attorney General[image: External link]


	The Comptroller and Auditor General[image: External link]


	The Chief Election Commissioner[image: External link] and other Election Commissioners

	The Chairman and other Members of the Union Public Service Commission[image: External link]


	The President's Officer

	
The Cabinet Secretary[image: External link], whose position is equivalent to the Ministers in Central Government. His/Her work is to facilitate smooth transaction of business in Ministries/ Departments of the Government.[8] The Secretariat held by Cabinet Secretary is termed as Cabinet Secretariat and assists in decision-making in Government by ensuring Inter-Ministerial co-ordination, ironing out differences amongst Ministries/ Departments and evolving consensus through the instrumentality of the standing/ ad hoc Committees of Secretaries.

	Ambassadors and High Commissioners[image: External link] to other countries[9][10]




The President, as Head of State[image: External link] also receives the credentials of Ambassadors from other countries, whilst the Prime Minister[image: External link], as Head of Government[image: External link], receives credentials of High Commissioners[image: External link] from other members of the Commonwealth[image: External link], in line with historical tradition.

The President is de jure[image: External link] the Commander in Chief of the Indian Armed Forces[image: External link].[11]

The President of India[image: External link] can grant a pardon to or reduce the sentence of a convicted person for one time, particularly in cases involving punishment of death. The decisions involving pardoning and other rights by the President are independent of the opinion of the Prime Minister or the Lok Sabha majority. In most other cases, however, the President exercises his or her executive powers on the advice of the Prime Minister[image: External link].
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 Vice-President




Main article: Vice President of India[image: External link]


The Vice-President of India is in the executive branch[image: External link] of the Government of India, following the President[image: External link]. Vice-President represents the nation in the absence of the President[image: External link].The Vice-President also has the legislative function of acting as the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha[image: External link].[12]
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 Prime Minister




The Prime Minister of India[image: External link], as addressed in the Constitution of India[image: External link], is the chief of government, chief adviser to the President of India[image: External link], head of the Council of Ministers[image: External link] and the leader of the majority party in the parliament. The prime minister leads the executive branch of the Government of India.

The Prime minister is the senior member of cabinet in the executive branch of government in a parliamentary system. The prime minister selects and can dismiss other members of the cabinet; allocates posts to members within the Government; is the presiding member and chairman of the cabinet and is responsible for bringing a proposal of legislation. The resignation or death of the prime minister dissolves the cabinet.

The Prime minister is appointed by the president to assist the latter in the administration of the affairs of the executive.
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 Cabinet, executive departments and agencies




Main articles: Union Council of Ministers[image: External link] and List of Indian government agencies[image: External link]


The Cabinet of India[image: External link] includes the Prime Minister and his Cabinet Ministers.[13] Each Minister must be a member of one of the houses of India's Parliament. The Cabinet is headed by the Prime Minister[image: External link], and is advised by the Cabinet Secretary[image: External link], who also acts as the head of the Indian Administrative Service[image: External link]. Other Ministers are either as Union Cabinet Ministers, who are heads of the various Ministries; Ministers of State, who are junior members who report directly to one of the Cabinet Ministers, often overseeing a specific aspect of government; or Junior Ministers of State (Independent Charges), which do not report to a Cabinet Minister. As per article 88 of the constitution, every Minister shall have the right to speak in, and to take part in the proceedings of, either House, any joint sitting of the Houses, and any committee of Parliament of which he may be named a member, but shall not be entitled to a vote in the house where he is not a member.
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 Civil service




Main article: Civil Services of India[image: External link]


The Civil Services of India is the civil service and the permanent bureaucracy[image: External link] of the Republic of India. The executive[image: External link] decisions are implemented by the Indian civil servants.

In the parliamentary democracy[image: External link] of India, the ultimate responsibility for running the administration rests with the elected representatives of the people which are the ministers. These ministers are accountable to the legislatures which are also elected by the people on the basis of universal adult suffrage[image: External link]. The ministers are indirectly responsible to the people themselves. But the handful of ministers are not expected to deal personally with the various problems of modern administration. Thus the ministers lay down the policy and it is for the civil servants to enforce it.
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 Cabinet Secretary of India




The Cabinet Secretary of India[image: External link] is the senior most civil servant in the country. The Cabinet Secretary is the ex-officio[image: External link] Chairman of the Civil Services Board of the Republic of India; generally the senior most officer of the Indian Administrative Service[image: External link] (IAS) and head of all civil services under the rules of business of the Government of India. The Cabinet Secretary is arguably India's most powerful bureaucrat[image: External link] and right hand of Prime Minister of India[image: External link].

The Cabinet Secretariat is responsible for the administration of the Government[image: External link] of India Transaction of Business Rules, 1961 and the Government of India Allocation of Business Rules 1971, facilitating smooth transaction of business in Ministries/Departments of the Government by ensuring adherence to these rules. The Secretariat assists in decision-making in Government by ensuring Inter-Ministerial co-ordination, ironing out differences amongst Ministries/Departments and evolving consensus through the instrumentality of the standing/ad hoc Committees of Secretaries. Through this mechanism new policy initiatives are also promoted.

The Cabinet Secretariat ensures that the President of India, the Vice-President and ministers are kept informed of the major activities of all Departments by means of a monthly summary report of their activities. Management of major crisis situations in the country and co-ordinating activities of the various Ministries in such a situation is also one of the functions of the Cabinet Secretariat.
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 Judicial branch




India's independent union judicial system began under the British, and its concepts and procedures resemble those of Anglo-Saxon countries[image: External link]. The Supreme Court of India[image: External link] consists of a Chief Justice[image: External link] and 30 associate justices, all appointed by the President on the advice of the Chief Justice of India[image: External link]. The jury trials were abolished in India in the early 1960s, after the famous case KM Nanavati v State of Maharashtra[image: External link], for reasons of being vulnerable to media and public pressure, as well as to being misled.

Unlike its United States counterpart, the Indian justice system consists of a unitary system at both state and federal level. The judiciary consists of the Supreme Court of India[image: External link], High Courts of India[image: External link] at the state level, and District Courts[image: External link] and Sessions Courts[image: External link] at the district level.
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 Supreme Court




Main article: Supreme Court of India[image: External link]


The Supreme Court of India[image: External link] is situated in New Delhi[image: External link], the capital region of India. The Supreme Court of India[image: External link] has the power original[image: External link], appellate[image: External link] and advisory jurisdiction. Its exclusive original jurisdiction extends to any dispute between the Government of India and one or more states, or between the Government of India and any state or states on one side and one or more states on the other, or between two or more states, if and insofar as the dispute involves any question (whether of law or of fact) on which the existence or extent of a legal right depends on.

In addition, Article 32 of the Indian Constitution gives an extensive original jurisdiction to the Supreme Court in regard to enforcing fundamental rights. It is empowered to issue directions, orders or writs, including writs in the nature of habeas corpus[image: External link], mandamus[image: External link], prohibition, quo warranto and certiorari to enforce them. The Supreme Court has been conferred with power to direct transfer of any civil or criminal case from one State High Court to another State High Court, or from a court subordinate to another State High Court and the Supreme Court.
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 Public interest litigation (PIL)




Although the proceedings in the Supreme Court arise out of the judgement or orders made by the subordinate courts, of late the Supreme Court has started entertaining matters in which interest of the public at large is involved, and the Court may be moved by any individual or group of persons either by filing a Writ Petition at the Filing Counter of the Court, or by addressing a letter to Hon'ble The Chief Justice of India highlighting the question of public importance for redress. These are known as Public Interest Litigation.[14]
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 Elections and voting




Main articles: Elections in India[image: External link] and Politics of India[image: External link]


India has a federal government[image: External link], with elected officials at the federal (national), state and local levels. On a national level, the head of government[image: External link], the Prime Minister[image: External link], is appointed by the President of India[image: External link] amongst the party which won the majority seats in Lok Sabha[image: External link]. All members of the federal legislature, the Parliament[image: External link], are directly elected. Elections in India take place every five years by universal adult suffrage[image: External link] through first-past-the-post[image: External link] voting system .
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 State and local governments




Main articles: State governments of India[image: External link], Local government § India[image: External link], and Union territory[image: External link]


State governments[image: External link] in India are the governments ruling States of India[image: External link] and the chief minister heads the state government. Power is divided[image: External link] between union government and state governments. State government's legislature is bicameral[image: External link] in 7 states[image: External link] and unicameral[image: External link] in the rest. Lower house is elected with 5 years term, while in upper house 1/3 of the total members in the house gets elected every 2 years with 6-year term.

Local government function at the basic level. It is the third level of government apart from union and state governments. It consists of panchayats[image: External link] in rural areas and municipalities[image: External link] in urban areas. They are elected directly or indirectly by the people.
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 Finance




See Reserve Bank of India[image: External link]
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 Taxation




Main article: Taxation in India[image: External link]


India has a three-tier tax structure, wherein the constitution[image: External link] empowers the union government to levy income tax[image: External link], tax on capital transactions (wealth tax[image: External link], inheritance tax[image: External link]), sales tax[image: External link], service tax, customs and excise[image: External link] duties and the state governments[image: External link] to levy sales tax on intrastate sale of goods, tax on entertainment[image: External link] and professions[image: External link], excise duties on manufacture of alcohol[image: External link], stamp duties[image: External link] on transfer of property and collect land revenue (levy on land owned). The local governments[image: External link] are empowered by the state government to levy property tax[image: External link] and charge users for public utilities[image: External link] like water supply[image: External link], sewage[image: External link] etc.[15] More than half of the revenues of the union and state governments come from taxes, of which 3/4 come from direct taxes[image: External link]. More than a quarter of the union government's tax revenues is shared with the state governments.[16]

The tax reforms, initiated in 1991, have sought to rationalise the tax structure and increase compliance by taking steps in the following directions:


	Reducing the rates of individual and corporate income taxes, excises, customs and making it more progressive

	Reducing exemptions and concessions

	Simplification of laws and procedures

	Introduction of permanent account number[image: External link] (PAN) to track monetary transactions

	21 of the 29 states introduced value added tax[image: External link] (VAT) on 1 April 2005 to replace the complex and multiple sales tax system[15][17]




The non-tax revenues of the central government come from fiscal[image: External link] services, interest receipts, public sector dividends, etc., while the non-tax revenues of the States are grants from the central government, interest receipts, dividends and income from general, economic and social services.[18]

Inter-state share in the federal tax pool is decided by the recommendations of the Finance Commission[image: External link] to the President.

Total tax receipts of Centre and State amount to approximately 18% of national GDP. This compares to a figure of 37–45% in the OECD.
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The Finance minister of India usually was presents the annual union budget[image: External link] in the Parliament[image: External link] on the last working day[image: External link] of February. However for the F.Y. 2017-18, this tradition had been changed. Now budget will be presented on the 1st day of February. The budget has to be passed by the Lok Sabha[image: External link] before it can come into effect on 1 April, the start of India's fiscal year[image: External link]. The Union budget is preceded by an economic survey[image: External link] which outlines the broad direction of the budget and the economic performance of the country for the outgoing financial year.

The 2009 Union budget of India[image: External link] had a total estimated expenditure for 2009–10 was₹10,208 billion (US$159 billion), of which ₹6,957 billion (US$108 billion) was towards Non Plan and ₹3,251 billion (US$50 billion) towards Plan expenditure. Total estimated revenue was₹6,198 billion (US$96 billion), including revenue receipts of ₹6,145 billion (US$95 billion) and capital receipts of ₹53.45 billion (US$830 million), excluding borrowings. The resulting fiscal deficit was₹4,009.96 billion (US$62 billion) while revenue deficit was ₹2,827 billion (US$44 billion).The gross tax receipts were budgeted at ₹6,411 billion (US$100 billion) and non-tax revenue[image: External link] receipts at₹1,403 billion (US$22 billion).

India's non-development revenue expenditure has increased nearly five-fold in 2003–04 since 1990–91 and more than tenfold since 1985–1986. Interest payments are the single largest item of expenditure and accounted for more than 40% of the total non-development expenditure in the 2003–04 budget. Defense expenditure increased fourfold during the same period and has been increasing because of India's desire to project its military prowess beyond South Asia. In 2007, India's defence spending stood at US$26.5 billion.
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Main article: Corruption in India[image: External link]


Several ministers are accused of corruption and nearly a quarter of the 543 elected members of parliament had been charged with crimes, including murder, in 2009.[19]
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See also: Subsidies in India[image: External link]


The government provides subsidies[image: External link] on consumable rations[image: External link] like kerosene[image: External link] and agricultural produce[image: External link] as a welfare state[image: External link]. Statutory Corporations[image: External link] like Food Corporation of India[image: External link] are compensated by the governments for any potential losses.[citation needed[image: External link]] Progressive attempts since Liberalisation[image: External link] have been made both at the state[image: External link] and the central[image: External link] level to rationalise these subsidies through commoditisation[image: External link] & through economies of scale[image: External link] with varying results.[citation needed[image: External link]] Farmers are given electricity at nominal rates, often free of charge as to stimulate agricultural production[image: External link] .[20]

On the other hand, India spends relatively less on education, health, or infrastructure. According to UNESCO[image: External link], India has a very low public expenditure on higher education per student as compared to other developed countries.[21]
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As per the CIA's The World Factbook[image: External link], in 2010, India ranked 60th in the world, with respect to the public debt, with a total of 48.50% of GDP. In 2012, India ranked 63rd, however with public debt increased to 51.70% of GDP.[22]
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	President of India[image: External link]

	Cabinet of India[image: External link]

	Constitution of India[image: External link]

	Foreign relations of India[image: External link]

	National Portal of India[image: External link]

	National Social-media Portal[image: External link]

	Parliamentary democracy[image: External link]

	Union Council of Ministers of India[image: External link]
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Padma Shri






Padma Shri (also Padmashree) is the fourth highest civilian award in the Republic of India[image: External link], after the Bharat Ratna[image: External link], the Padma Vibhushan[image: External link] and the Padma Bhushan[image: External link]. Awarded by the Government of India, it is announced every year on India's Republic Day[image: External link].[2]
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Padma Awards were instituted in 1954 to be awarded to citizens of India in recognition of their distinguished contribution in various spheres of activity including the Arts[image: External link], Education[image: External link], Industry[image: External link], Literature[image: External link], Science[image: External link], Sports[image: External link], Medicine[image: External link], Social Service[image: External link] and Public Affairs[image: External link]. It has also been awarded to some distinguished individuals who were not citizens of India but did contribute in various ways to India.

The selection criteria have been criticized in some quarters with the claim that many highly deserving artists have been left out in order to favor certain individuals.[3][citation needed[image: External link]]

On its obverse, the words " Padma[image: External link]", meaning lotus in Sanskrit[image: External link], and " Shri[image: External link]", a Sanskrit-derived honorific equivalent to 'Mr.' or 'Ms.', appear in Devanagari[image: External link] above and below a lotus[image: External link] flower. The geometrical pattern on either side is in burnished bronze[image: External link]. All embossing is in white gold[image: External link].

As of 2017, 2913 people have received the award.[4][needs update[image: External link]]
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Time (magazine)






"TIME" redirects here. For the aspect of reality which is change, as described in physics, see Time[image: External link]. For other uses, see Time (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Time is an American weekly news magazine[image: External link] published in New York City[image: External link]. It was founded in 1923 and for decades was dominated by Henry Luce[image: External link], who built a highly profitable stable of magazines.

A European edition (Time Europe, formerly known as Time Atlantic) is published in London and also covers the Middle East, Africa and, since 2003, Latin America. An Asian edition (Time Asia) is based in Hong Kong[image: External link]. The South Pacific edition, which covers Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands[image: External link], is based in Sydney[image: External link], Australia. In December 2008, Time discontinued publishing a Canadian advertiser edition.[2]

Time has the world's largest circulation for a weekly news magazine, and has a readership of 26 million, 20 million of which are based in the United States.

As of 2012, it had a circulation of 3.3 million making it the eleventh most circulated magazine in the United States reception room circuit, and the second most circulated weekly behind People.[3] As of 2016, its circulation was 3,032,581.[1]

Richard Stengel[image: External link] was the managing editor from May 2006 to October 2013, when he joined the U.S. State Department[image: External link].[4][5] Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] has been the managing editor since October 2013.[5]
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Time magazine was created in 1923 by Briton Hadden[image: External link] and Henry Luce[image: External link], making it the first weekly news magazine in the United States.[6] The two had previously worked together as chairman and managing editor respectively of the Yale Daily News[image: External link]. They first called the proposed magazine Facts. They wanted to emphasize brevity, so that a busy man could read it in an hour. They changed the name to Time and used the slogan "Take Time–It's Brief".[7] Hadden was considered carefree and liked to tease Luce and saw Time as important but also fun, which accounted for its heavy coverage of celebrities (including politicians), the entertainment industry, and pop culture—criticized as too light for serious news.

It set out to tell the news through people, and for many decades the magazine's cover depicted a single person. More recently, Time has incorporated "People of the Year" issues which grew in popularity over the years. Notable mentions of them were Barack Obama, Steve Jobs, Matej Turk, etc. The first issue of Time was published on March 3, 1923, featuring Joseph G. Cannon[image: External link], the retired Speaker of the House of Representatives[image: External link], on its cover; a facsimile reprint of Issue No. 1, including all of the articles and advertisements contained in the original, was included with copies of the February 28, 1938 issue as a commemoration of the magazine's 15th anniversary.[8] The cover price was 15¢ (equivalent to $2.11 today) On Hadden's death in 1929, Luce became the dominant man at Time and a major figure in the history of 20th-century media. According to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1972–2004 by Robert Elson, "Roy Edward Larsen [...] was to play a role second only to Luce's in the development of Time Inc". In his book, The March of Time[image: External link], 1935–1951, Raymond Fielding also noted that Larsen was "originally circulation manager and then general manager of Time, later publisher of Life[image: External link], for many years president of Time Inc., and in the long history of the corporation the most influential and important figure after Luce".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Around the time they were raising $100,000 from wealthy Yale[image: External link] alumni like Henry P. Davison, partner of J.P. Morgan & Co.[image: External link], publicity man Martin Egan and J.P. Morgan & Co. banker Dwight Morrow, Henry Luce, and Briton Hadden hired Larsen in 1922 – although Larsen was a Harvard[image: External link] graduate and Luce and Hadden were Yale graduates. After Hadden died in 1929, Larsen purchased 550 shares of Time Inc., using money he obtained from selling RKO[image: External link] stock which he had inherited from his father, who was the head of the Benjamin Franklin Keith[image: External link] theatre chain in New England[image: External link]. However, after Briton Hadden's death, the largest Time stockholder was Henry Luce[image: External link], who ruled the media conglomerate in an autocratic fashion, "at his right hand was Larsen", Time's second-largest stockholder, according to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1923–1941. In 1929, Roy Larsen was also named a Time Inc. director and vice-president. J. P. Morgan retained a certain control through two directorates and a share of stocks, both over Time and Fortune. Other shareholders were Brown Brothers W. A. Harriman[image: External link] & Co., and The New York Trust Company (Standard Oil[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Time Inc. stock owned by Luce at the time of his death was worth about $109 million, and it had been yielding him a yearly dividend of more than $2.4 million, according to Curtis Prendergast's The World of Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Changing Enterprise 1957–1983. The Larsen family's Time stock was worth around $80 million during the 1960s, and Roy Larsen was both a Time Inc. director and the chairman of its Executive Committee, later serving as Time's vice-chairman of the board until the middle of 1979. According to the September 10, 1979 issue of The New York Times, "Mr. Larsen was the only employee in the company's history given an exemption from its policy of mandatory retirement at age 65."[citation needed[image: External link]]

After Time magazine began publishing its weekly issues in March 1923, Roy Larsen was able to increase its circulation by utilizing U.S. radio and movie theaters around the world. It often promoted both Time magazine and U.S. political and corporate interests. According to The March of Time[image: External link], as early as 1924, Larsen had brought Time into the infant radio business with the broadcast of a 15-minute sustaining quiz show entitled Pop Question which survived until 1925". Then, in 1928, Larsen "undertook the weekly broadcast of a 10-minute programme series of brief news summaries, drawn from current issues of Time magazine [...] which was originally broadcast over 33 stations throughout the United States".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Larsen next arranged for a 30-minute radio program, The March of Time[image: External link], to be broadcast over CBS[image: External link], beginning on March 6, 1931. Each week, the program presented a dramatisation of the week's news for its listeners, thus Time magazine itself was brought "to the attention of millions previously unaware of its existence", according to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1923–1941, leading to an increased circulation of the magazine during the 1930s. Between 1931 and 1937, Larsen's The March of Time[image: External link] radio program was broadcast over CBS radio and between 1937 and 1945 it was broadcast over NBC radio – except for the 1939 to 1941 period when it was not aired. People Magazine[image: External link] was based on Time's People page.

In 1989, when Time, Inc. and Warner Communications merged, Time became part of Time Warner[image: External link], along with Warner Bros.[image: External link] .

In 1988, Jason McManus[image: External link] succeeded Henry Grunwald[image: External link] as Editor-in-Chief and oversaw the transition before Norman Pearlstine[image: External link] succeeded him in 1995.

In 2000, Time magazine became part of AOL Time Warner, which reverted to the name Time Warner in 2003.

In 2007, Time moved from a Monday subscription/newsstand delivery to a schedule where the magazine goes on sale Fridays, and is delivered to subscribers on Saturday. The magazine actually began in 1923 with Friday publication.

During early 2007, the year's first issue was delayed for roughly a week due to "editorial changes", including the layoff of 49 employees.[9]

In 2009 Time announced that they were introducing a personalized print magazine, Mine, mixing content from a range of Time Warner publications based on the reader's preferences. The new magazine met with a poor reception, with criticism that its focus was too broad to be truly personal.[10]

The magazine has an online archive with the unformatted text for every article published. The articles are indexed and were converted from scanned images using optical character recognition[image: External link] technology. There are still minor errors in the text that are remnants of the conversion into digital format.

Time Inc. and Apple[image: External link] have come to an agreement wherein U.S. subscribers to Time will be able to read the iPad[image: External link] versions for free, at least until the two companies sort out a viable digital subscription model.[11]

In January 2013, Time Inc. announced that it would cut nearly 500 jobs – roughly 6% of its 8,000 staff worldwide.[12] Although Time magazine has maintained high sales, its ad pages have declined significantly over time.[13]

Also in January 2013, Time Inc. named Martha Nelson as the first female editor-in-chief of its magazine division.[14] In September 2013, Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] was named as the first female managing editor of Time magazine.[14]
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Time[citation needed[image: External link]]




	Year
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009



	Circulation (millions)
	4.2
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.0
	4.0
	4.1
	3.4
	3.4
	3.4




During the second half of 2009, the magazine saw a 34.9% decline in newsstand sales.[15] During the first half of 2010, there was another decline of at least one-third in Time magazine sales. In the second half of 2010, Time magazine newsstand sales declined by about 12% to just over 79,000 copies per week.[citation needed[image: External link]] As of 2012, it has a circulation of 3.3 million, making it the eleventh most circulated magazine in the United States, and the second most circulated weekly behind People.[3] As of 2014, its circulation was 3,286,467[1]
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Time initially possessed a distinctive writing style, making regular use of inverted sentences[image: External link]. This was parodied in 1936 by Wolcott Gibbs[image: External link] in The New Yorker[image: External link]: "Backward ran sentences until reeled the mind [...] Where it all will end, knows God!"[16]

Until the mid-1970s, Time had a weekly section called "Listings", which contained capsule summaries and/or reviews of then-current significant films, plays, musicals, television programs, and literary bestsellers similar to The New Yorker[image: External link]'s "Current Events" section.[17]

Time is also known for its signature red border, first introduced in 1927. The iconic red border was homaged or satirized by Seattle's The Stranger[image: External link] newspaper in 2010.[18]

The border has only been changed four times since 1927: The issue released shortly after the September 11 attacks[image: External link] on the United States featured a black border to symbolize mourning[image: External link]. However, this edition was a special "extra" edition published quickly for the breaking news of the event; the next regularly scheduled issue contained the red border. Additionally, the April 28, 2008 Earth Day[image: External link] issue, dedicated to environmental issues[image: External link], contained a green border.[19] The next change in border was in the September 19, 2011 issue, commemorating the 10th anniversary of September 11 attacks[image: External link] with a metallic silver border. The most recent change (again with a silver border) was in the December 31, 2012 issue, noting Barack Obama[image: External link]'s selection as Person of the Year.

In 2007, Time engineered a style overhaul of the magazine. Among other changes, the magazine reduced the red cover border in order to promote featured stories, enlarged column titles, reduced the number of featured stories, increased white space[image: External link] around articles, and accompanied opinion pieces with photographs of the writers. The changes have met both criticism and praise.[20][21][22]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Special editions





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Person of the Year




Main article: Time Person of the Year[image: External link]


Time's most famous feature throughout its history has been the annual "Person of the Year" (formerly "Man of the Year") cover story, in which Time recognizes the individual or group of individuals who have had the biggest impact on news headlines over the past 12 months. The distinction is supposed to go to the person who, for good or ill, has most affected the course of the year; it is therefore not necessarily an honor or a reward. In the past, such figures as Adolf Hitler[image: External link] and Joseph Stalin[image: External link] have been Man of the Year.

In 2006, Person of the Year was designated as "You"[image: External link], a move that was met with split reviews. Some thought the concept was creative; others wanted an actual person of the year. Editors Pepper and Timmer reflected that, if it had been a mistake, "we're only going to make it once".[23]
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Main article: Time 100


In recent years, Time has assembled an annual list of the 100 most influential people of the year. Originally, they had made a list of the 100 most influential people of the 20th century. These issues usually have the front cover filled with pictures of people from the list and devote a substantial amount of space within the magazine to the 100 articles about each person on the list. There have, in some cases, been over 100 people, when two people have made the list together, sharing one spot.

The magazine also compiled "All-TIME 100 best novels" and "All-TIME 100 best movies[image: External link]" lists in 2005,[24][25][26] "The 100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME" in 2007,[27] and "All-TIME 100 Fashion Icons" in 2012.[28]

In February 2016, Time included the British and male author Evelyn Waugh[image: External link] on its "100 Most Read Female Writers in College Classes" list (he was 97th on the list) which created much media attention and concerns about the level of basic education among the magazine's staff.[29] Time later issued a retraction.[30] In a BBC interview with Justin Webb[image: External link], Professor Valentine Cunningham[image: External link] of Corpus Christi College, Oxford[image: External link], described the mistake as "a piece of profound ignorance on the part of Time magazine".[31]
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During its history, for five non-consecutive occasions, Time has released a special issue with a cover showing an X scrawled over the face of a man or a national symbol. The first Time magazine with a red X cover was released on May 7, 1945, showing a red X over Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s face. The second X cover was released more than three months later on August 20, 1945, with a black X (to date, the magazine's only such use of a black X) covering the flag of Japan[image: External link], representing the recent surrender of Japan[image: External link] and which signaled the end of World War II[image: External link].

Fifty-eight years later, on April 21, 2003, Time released another issue with a red X over Saddam Hussein[image: External link]'s face, two weeks after the invasion. On June 13, 2006, Time magazine printed a red X cover issue following the death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link] in a U.S. airstrike in Iraq[image: External link]. The most recent red X cover issue of Time was published on May 2, 2011, after the death of Osama bin Laden[image: External link].[32]
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 Time for Kids




Main article: Time for Kids[image: External link]


Time for Kids[image: External link] is a division[image: External link] magazine of Time that is especially published for children and is mainly distributed in classrooms. TFK contains some national[image: External link] news, a " Cartoon[image: External link] of the Week", and a variety of articles concerning popular culture[image: External link]. An annual issue concerning the environment[image: External link] is distributed near the end of the U.S. school term. The publication rarely exceeds ten pages front and back.
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 Time LightBox




Time LightBox is a photography blog created and curated by Time's photo department, that was launched in 2011.[33] In 2011 Life[image: External link] picked LightBox for its Photo Blog Awards.[34]
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 Editors





	
Briton Hadden[image: External link] (1923–1929)

	
Henry Luce[image: External link] (1929–1949)

	
T. S. Matthews[image: External link] (1949–1953)
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 Managing editors






	Managing Editor
	Editor From
	Editor To



	T. S. Matthews[image: External link]
	1943
	1949



	Roy Alexander
	1949
	1960



	Otto Fuerbringer[image: External link]
	1960
	1968



	Henry Grunwald[image: External link]
	1968
	1977



	Ray Cave
	1979
	1985



	Jason McManus[image: External link]
	1985
	1987



	Henry Muller
	1987
	1993



	James R. Gaines[image: External link]
	1993
	1995



	Walter Isaacson[image: External link]
	1996
	2001



	Jim Kelly
	2001
	2005



	Richard Stengel[image: External link]
	2006
	2013



	Nancy Gibbs[image: External link]
	2013
	Present
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 Notable contributors





	
Aravind Adiga[image: External link], Time correspondent for three years, winner of the 2008 Man Booker Prize[image: External link] for fiction

	
James Agee[image: External link], book and movie editor for Time


	
Ann Blackman[image: External link], deputy news chief in Washington[35]


	
Ian Bremmer[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large

	
Margaret Carlson[image: External link], the first female columnist for Time


	
Robert Cantwell[image: External link], writer, editor 1936—1941

	
Whittaker Chambers[image: External link], writer, senior editor 1939—1948

	
Richard Corliss[image: External link], film critic for the magazine since 1980

	
Brad Darrach[image: External link], film critic

	
Nigel Dennis[image: External link], drama critic

	
John Gregory Dunne[image: External link], reporter; later author and screenwriter

	
Peter Economy[image: External link], author and editor

	
Alexander Eliot[image: External link], art editor from 1945 to 1961, author of 18 books on art, mythology, and history, including Three Hundred Years of American Painting, published by Time-Life Books[image: External link]


	
Dean E. Fischer[image: External link], reporter and editor, 1964–81

	
Nancy Gibbs[image: External link], essayist and editor-at-large[image: External link]; has written more than 100 Time cover stories

	
Lev Grossman[image: External link], writes primarily about books for the magazine

	
Deena Guzder[image: External link], a human rights journalist and author

	
Jerry Bernard Hannifin, award-winning chief aerospace correspondent for four decades, as well as specialist on Latin America, and licensed pilot[36]


	
Wilder Hobson[image: External link], reporter in 1930s and '40s

	
Robert Hughes[image: External link], Time's long-tenured art critic

	
Pico Iyer[image: External link], essayist and novelist, essayist for Time since 1986

	
Alvin M. Josephy, Jr.[image: External link], photo editor 1952–60; also a historian and Hollywood screenwriter

	
Weldon Kees[image: External link], critic

	
Joe Klein[image: External link], author (Primary Colors[image: External link]) and a Time columnist who wrote the "In the Arena" column

	
Louis Kronenberger[image: External link], drama critic 1938–1961

	
Andre Laguerre[image: External link], Paris bureau chief 1948–1956, London bureau chief 1951–1956, also wrote about sports for Time; later longtime managing editor of Sports Illustrated[image: External link]


	
Nathaniel Lande[image: External link], author, filmmaker, and former creative director of Time


	
Will Lang Jr.[image: External link] 1936–1968, Time Life International

	
Marshall Loeb[image: External link], writer and editor from 1956 through 1980

	
John Moody[image: External link], Vatican and Rome correspondent 1986 through 1996

	
Jim Murray[image: External link], West Coast correspondent 1948–1955

	
Lance Morrow[image: External link], backpage essayist from 1976 through 2000

	
Richard Schickel[image: External link], film critic from 1965 through 2010

	
Michael Schuman, author and journalist who specializes in Asian economics, politics and history, currently the Asia business correspondent for TIME magazine based in Hong Kong

	
Hugh Sidey[image: External link], political reporter and columnist, beginning in 1957

	
Donald L. Barlett[image: External link] and James B. Steele[image: External link], investigative reporters who won two National Magazine Awards while at Time


	
Joel Stein[image: External link], columnist who wrote the Joel 100 just after Time Magazine's Most Influential issue in 2006

	
Calvin Trillin[image: External link], food writer, was a reporter for Time from 1960 to 1963

	
David Von Drehle[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large

	
Lasantha Wickrematunge[image: External link], journalist

	
Robert Wright[image: External link], contributing editor

	
Fareed Zakaria[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Heroes of the Environment[image: External link]

	List of people on the cover of Time magazine[image: External link]
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Aerospace Engineering






Aerospace engineering is the primary field of engineering[image: External link] concerned with the development of aircraft[image: External link] and spacecraft[image: External link].[3] It has two major and overlapping branches: aeronautical engineering and astronautical engineering. Avionics engineering[image: External link] is similar, but deals with the electrical[image: External link] side of aerospace engineering.

Aeronautical[image: External link] engineering was the original term for the field. As flight technology[image: External link] advanced to include craft operating in outer space[image: External link] ( astronautics[image: External link]), the broader term " aerospace[image: External link] engineering" has largely replaced it in common usage.[4] Aerospace engineering, particularly the astronautics branch, is often colloquially referred to as "rocket science[image: External link]".[5]
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 Overview




Flight vehicles are subjected to demanding conditions such as those produced by changes in atmospheric pressure[image: External link] and temperature[image: External link], with structural loads[image: External link] applied upon vehicle components. Consequently, they are usually the products of various technological and engineering disciplines[image: External link] including aerodynamics[image: External link], propulsion[image: External link], avionics[image: External link], materials science[image: External link], structural analysis[image: External link] and manufacturing[image: External link]. The interaction between these technologies is known as aerospace engineering. Because of the complexity and number of disciplines involved, aerospace engineering is carried out by teams of engineers, each having their own specialized area of expertise.[6]
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 History




See also: Aviation history[image: External link]


The origin of aerospace engineering can be traced back to the aviation pioneers around the late 19th to early 20th centuries, although the work of Sir George Cayley[image: External link] dates from the last decade of the 18th to mid-19th century. One of the most important people in the history of aeronautics[image: External link],[7] Cayley was a pioneer in aeronautical engineering[8] and is credited as the first person to separate the forces of lift[image: External link] and drag[image: External link], which are in effect on any flight vehicle.[9] Early knowledge of aeronautical engineering was largely empirical with some concepts and skills imported from other branches of engineering.[10] Scientists understood some key elements of aerospace engineering, like fluid dynamics[image: External link], in the 18th century. Many years later after the successful flights by the Wright brothers[image: External link], the 1910s saw the development of aeronautical engineering through the design of World War I[image: External link] military aircraft.

The first definition of aerospace engineering appeared in February 1958.[4] The definition considered the Earth's atmosphere and the outer space as a single realm, thereby encompassing both aircraft (aero) and spacecraft (space) under a newly coined word aerospace[image: External link]. In response to the USSR launching the first satellite, Sputnik[image: External link] into space on October 4, 1957, U.S. aerospace engineers launched the first American satellite[image: External link] on January 31, 1958. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration[image: External link] was founded in 1958 as a response to the Cold War.[11]
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 Elements




See also: List of aerospace engineering topics[image: External link]


Some of the elements of aerospace engineering are:[12][13]


	
Radar cross-section[image: External link] – the study of vehicle signature apparent to Radar[image: External link] remote sensing[image: External link].

	
Fluid mechanics[image: External link] – the study of fluid flow[image: External link] around objects. Specifically aerodynamics[image: External link] concerning the flow of air over bodies such as wings[image: External link] or through objects such as wind tunnels[image: External link] (see also lift[image: External link] and aeronautics[image: External link]).

	
Astrodynamics[image: External link] – the study of orbital mechanics[image: External link] including prediction of orbital elements when given a select few variables. While few schools in the United States teach this at the undergraduate level, several have graduate programs covering this topic (usually in conjunction with the Physics department of said college or university).

	
Statics[image: External link] and Dynamics[image: External link] (engineering mechanics) – the study of movement, forces, moments in mechanical systems.

	
Mathematics[image: External link] – in particular, calculus[image: External link], differential equations[image: External link], and linear algebra[image: External link].

	
Electrotechnology[image: External link] – the study of electronics[image: External link] within engineering.

	Propulsion – the energy to move a vehicle through the air (or in outer space) is provided by internal combustion engines[image: External link], jet engines[image: External link] and turbomachinery[image: External link], or rockets[image: External link] (see also propeller[image: External link] and spacecraft propulsion[image: External link]). A more recent addition to this module is electric propulsion[image: External link] and ion propulsion[image: External link].

	
Control engineering[image: External link] – the study of mathematical modeling[image: External link] of the dynamic[image: External link] behavior of systems and designing them, usually using feedback signals, so that their dynamic behavior is desirable (stable, without large excursions, with minimum error). This applies to the dynamic behavior of aircraft, spacecraft, propulsion systems, and subsystems that exist on aerospace vehicles.

	
Aircraft structures[image: External link] – design of the physical configuration of the craft to withstand the forces encountered during flight. Aerospace engineering aims to keep structures lightweight and low-cost, while maintaining structural integrity.[14]


	
Materials science[image: External link] – related to structures, aerospace engineering also studies the materials of which the aerospace structures are to be built. New materials with very specific properties are invented, or existing ones are modified to improve their performance.

	
Solid mechanics[image: External link] – Closely related to material science is solid mechanics which deals with stress and strain analysis of the components of the vehicle. Nowadays there are several Finite Element programs such as MSC Patran/Nastran which aid engineers in the analytical process.

	
Aeroelasticity[image: External link] – the interaction of aerodynamic forces and structural flexibility, potentially causing flutter[image: External link], divergence, etc.

	
Avionics[image: External link] – the design and programming of computer systems[image: External link] on board an aircraft or spacecraft and the simulation[image: External link] of systems.

	
Software[image: External link] – the specification, design, development, test, and implementation of computer software[image: External link] for aerospace applications, including flight software[image: External link], ground control software, test & evaluation software, etc.

	
Risk and reliability[image: External link] – the study of risk and reliability assessment techniques and the mathematics involved in the quantitative methods.

	
Noise control[image: External link] – the study of the mechanics of sound transfer.

	
Aeroacoustics[image: External link] – the study of noise generation via either turbulent fluid motion or aerodynamic forces interacting with surfaces.

	
Flight test[image: External link] – designing and executing flight test programs in order to gather and analyze performance and handling qualities[image: External link] data in order to determine if an aircraft meets its design and performance goals and certification requirements.



The basis of most of these elements lies in theoretical physics[image: External link], such as fluid dynamics[image: External link] for aerodynamics or the equations of motion[image: External link] for flight dynamics[image: External link]. There is also a large empirical[image: External link] component. Historically, this empirical component was derived from testing of scale models and prototypes, either in wind tunnels[image: External link] or in the free atmosphere. More recently, advances in computing[image: External link] have enabled the use of computational fluid dynamics[image: External link] to simulate the behavior of fluid, reducing time and expense spent on wind-tunnel testing. Those studying hydrodynamics or Hydroacoustics[image: External link] often obtained degrees in Aerospace Engineering.

Additionally, aerospace engineering addresses the integration of all components that constitute an aerospace vehicle (subsystems including power, aerospace bearings[image: External link], communications, thermal control[image: External link], life support[image: External link], etc.) and its life cycle (design, temperature, pressure, radiation[image: External link], velocity[image: External link], lifetime[image: External link]).
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 Degree programs




Main article: List of aerospace engineering schools[image: External link]


Aerospace engineering may be studied at the advanced diploma[image: External link], bachelor's[image: External link], master's[image: External link], and Ph.D.[image: External link] levels in aerospace engineering departments at many universities, and in mechanical engineering[image: External link] departments at others. A few departments offer degrees in space-focused astronautical engineering. Some institutions differentiate between aeronautical and astronautical engineering. Graduate degrees are offered in advanced or specialty areas for the aerospace industry.

A background in chemistry, physics, computer science and mathematics is important for students pursuing an aerospace engineering degree.[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In popular culture




The term "rocket scientist[image: External link]" is sometimes used to describe a person of great intelligence[image: External link] since "rocket science" is seen as a practice requiring great mental ability, especially technical and mathematical ability. The term is used ironically in the expression "It's not rocket science" to indicate that a task is simple.[16] Strictly speaking, the use of "science" in "rocket science" is a misnomer since science is about understanding the origins, nature, and behavior of the universe; engineering is about using scientific and engineering principles to solve problems and develop new technology.[5][17] However, the media and the public often use "science" and "engineering" as synonyms.[5][17][18]
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 See also





	American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics[image: External link]

	American Helicopter Society International[image: External link]

	Flight test[image: External link]

	Glossary of aerospace engineering[image: External link]

	Index of aerospace engineering articles[image: External link]

	List of aerospace engineering schools[image: External link]

	List of aerospace engineers[image: External link]

	List of Russian aerospace engineers[image: External link]

	
Sigma Gamma Tau[image: External link] (aerospace engineering honor society)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Required Education"[image: External link]. study.com. Retrieved 2015-06-22.


	
^ "Education, Aerospace Engineers"[image: External link]. myfuture.com. Retrieved 2015-06-22.


	
^ Encyclopedia of Aerospace Engineering. John Wiley & Sons[image: External link], 2010. ISBN 978-0-470-75440-5[image: External link].


	
^ a b Stanzione, Kaydon Al (1989). "Engineering". Encyclopædia Britannica. 18 (15 ed.). Chicago. pp. 563–563.


	
^ a b c NASA (2008). Steven J. Dick, ed. Remembering the Space Age: Proceedings of the 50th Anniversary Conference[image: External link] (PDF). p. 92. The term “rocket scientist” is a misnomer used by the media and in popular culture and applied to a majority of engineers and technicians who worked on the development of rockets with von Braun. It reflects a cultural evaluation of the immense accomplishments of the team but is nevertheless incorrect. ...


	
^ "Career: Aerospace Engineer"[image: External link]. Career Profiles. The Princeton Review. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2006-05-09. Retrieved 2006-10-08. Due to the complexity of the final product, an intricate and rigid organizational structure for production has to be maintained, severely curtailing any single engineer's ability to understand his role as it relates to the final project.


	
^ "Sir George Cayley"[image: External link]. ?. Retrieved 2009-07-26. Sir George Cayley is one of the most important people in the history of aeronautics. Many consider him the first true scientific aerial investigator and the first person to understand the underlying principles and forces of flight.


	
^ "Sir George Cayley (British Inventor and Scientist)"[image: External link]. Britannica. n.d. Retrieved 2009-07-26. English pioneer of aerial navigation and aeronautical engineering and designer of the first successful glider to carry a human being aloft.


	
^ "Sir George Cayley"[image: External link]. U.S. Centennial of Flight Commission. Retrieved 31 January 2016. A wealthy landowner, Cayley is considered the father of aerial navigation and a pioneer in the science of aerodynamics. He established the scientific principles for heavier-than-air flight and used glider models for his research. He was the first to identify the four forces of flight--thrust, lift, drag, and weight—and to describe the relationship each had with the other.


	
^ Kermit Van Every[image: External link] (1988). "Aeronautical engineering". Encyclopedia Americana. 1. Grolier Incorporated.


	
^ "A Brief History of NASA"[image: External link]. NASA. Retrieved 2012-03-20.


	
^ "Science: Engineering: Aerospace"[image: External link]. Open Site[image: External link]. Retrieved 2006-10-08.


	
^ Gruntman, Mike (September 19, 2007). "The Time for Academic Departments in Astronautical Engineering"[image: External link]. AIAA SPACE 2007 Conference & Exposition Agenda. AIAA SPACE 2007 Conference & Exposition[image: External link]. AIAA[image: External link].


	
^ "Aircraft Structures in Aerospace Engineering"[image: External link]. Aerospace Engineering, Aviation News, Salary, Jobs and Museums. Retrieved 2015-11-06.


	
^ "Entry education, Aerospace Engineers"[image: External link]. myfuture.com. Retrieved 2015-06-22.


	
^ Bailey, Charlotte (7 November 2008). "Oxford compiles list of top ten irritating phrases"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-11-18. 10 - It's not rocket science


	
^ a b Petroski, Henry (23 November 2010). "Engineering Is Not Science"[image: External link]. IEEE Spectrum. Retrieved 21 June 2015. Science is about understanding the origins, nature, and behavior of the universe and all it contains; engineering is about solving problems by rearranging the stuff of the world to make new things.


	
^ Neufeld, Michael. Von Braun: Dreamer of Space, Engineer of War (First ed.). Vintage Books. pp. xv. There has been a deep-rooted failure in the English-speaking media and popular culture to grapple with the distinction between science and engineering.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	NDTAeroTech.com, The Online Community for Aerospace NDT Professionals[image: External link]

	Kroo, Ilan. "Aircraft Design: Synthesis and Analysis"[image: External link]. Stanford University. Retrieved 17 January 2015.

	Air Service Training Aviation Maintenance UK[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Aerospace engineering[image: External link]

	Engineering disciplines[image: External link]

	Aircraft maintenance[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 12 June 2017, at 02:50.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Aerospace Engineering: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerospace_engineering [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Aerospace_engineering [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Plot

	2 Cast

	3 Reception

	4 Awards

	5 Soundtrack

	6 References

	7 External links





The Hero: Love Story of a Spy






The Hero: Love Story of a Spy is a 2003 Bollywood[image: External link] spy thriller[image: External link] film directed by Anil Sharma[image: External link].The film stars Sunny Deol, Preity Zinta and Priyanka Chopra. It registered the highest-ever collections in the Mumbai territory but eventually it was a Below Average Grosser due to high costs.[4] But it still became the third highest-grossing movie of the year.[5] The film marked the Bollywood debut of actress Priyanka Chopra.



TOP
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 Plot




Arun Sharma (Sunny Deol) is a spy working for RAW (Research and Analysis Wing[image: External link]). He sets up a spy network under the identity of Major Batra, with the objective of getting information regarding terrorist activities across the border. Reshma (Preity Zinta), who is from the same village, becomes a part of this network. He trains her for spying and during this training process they fall in love. Reluctantly, he sends her across the border as a maidservant in Colonel Hidayatulla's (Deep Dhillon) house. He is associated with Isaq Khan and Maulana Azhar who are enemies of India.

In the meantime, Reshma is identified in front of Isaq Khan, Maulana Azhar and Colonel Hidayatulla. She manages to escape and comes across the border with important information. Arun expresses his love to Reshma and proposes to marry her. The ceremony is cut short when terrorists attack the ship they are on. Reshma goes missing and Arun is presumed dead.

Arun finds out that Isaq Khan and Maulana Azhar were responsible for the attack. He fakes his own death and plans to infiltrate their terrorist network. He follows them to Canada, where it is revealed they are planning to create a nuclear bomb. Reshma is revealed to be alive in Pakistan and in the care of one Dr. Salman. They take her to Canada to operate on her legs. Her doctor is Shaheen (Priyanka Chopra), who is the daughter of Mr. Zakaria (Kabir Bedi[image: External link]), who is an associate of Isaq Khan. Reshma comes to know that Arun is alive and is in Canada.

Arun changes his identity to nuclear scientist Wahid, working at a well-known Canadian nuclear research organization. Wahid pretends to be in love with Shaheen, as he wants to become a part of Zakaria's group. He even marries Shaheen to win their trust. Reshma meets Wahid at the time of his marriage to Shaheen. Arun is very happy on seeing Reshma alive but knows that now they cannot be together, so she leaves.

Arun exposes Maulna Azhar, Zakaria and Isaq Khan's plan of getting the nuclear bomb. The Canadian government, the Indian government and the world comes to know that their plan has been destroyed by Arun. They hijack a train in order to escape. Arun comes to the rescue. Shaheen dies whilst helping Arun. Arun finally kills Isaq Khan and others. He returns to Kashmir and narrates the whole story to his colleague and meets Reshma in Kashmir. Arun and Reshma finally get together in the end.
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 Cast






	Actor
	Role



	Sunny Deol
	Arun Sharma



	Preity Zinta
	Reshma



	Priyanka Chopra
	Shaheen Zakaria



	Amrish Puri[image: External link]
	
ISI[image: External link] Chief Isaq Khan



	Kabir Bedi[image: External link]
	Mr. Zakaria



	Rajpal Yadav
	Dorjee



	Shahbaz Khan[image: External link]
	Idris Malik



	Parvin Dabas[image: External link]
	Salman



	Deep Dhillon[image: External link]
	Colonel Hidayatullah



	Pradeep Rawat[image: External link]
	
RAW[image: External link] Head



	Shri Vallabh Vyas[image: External link]
	Reshma's Guardian



	Rajat Bedi[image: External link]
	Wasim



	Arif Zakaria[image: External link]
	Karimuddin



	Gene Snitsky[image: External link]
	Russian Terrorist



	Big Guido[image: External link]
	Lab's Security Guard
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 Reception




The film was the third highest grosser of 2003.[6] Its 16.9cr all India first week collections were the fifth highest figures for 1st week collection of that year.[7] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a score of 50% based on 6 critic reviews.[8]
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 Awards





	
Won - Stardust Best Supporting Actress Award[image: External link] - Priyanka Chopra


	
Nominated - Zee Cine Award Best Female Debut[image: External link] - Priyanka Chopra
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 Soundtrack




The music is composed by Uttam Singh[image: External link]. Lyrics are penned by Anand Bakshi[image: External link] and Javed Akhtar[image: External link].
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Dil Main Hai Pyar"
	Anand Bakshi[image: External link], Javed Akhtar[image: External link]
	Udit Narayan[image: External link], Alka Yagnik[image: External link], Jaspinder Narula[image: External link]
	06:07



	2.
	"Dil Main Hai Pyar - 1"
	Anand Bakshi[image: External link]
	Alka Yagnik[image: External link]
	06:00



	3.
	"In Mast Nigahon Se"
	Anand Bakshi[image: External link]
	Udit Narayan[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link]
	04:10



	4.
	"Mari Koyal Ne Aisi Cook"
	Anand Bakshi[image: External link]
	Sardool Sikander[image: External link], Jaspinder Narula[image: External link]
	07:23



	5.
	"Tere Shehar Ka Kya Hai Naam"
	Anand Bakshi[image: External link], Javed Akhtar[image: External link]
	Udit Narayan[image: External link], Alka Yagnik[image: External link]
	05:57



	6.
	"Tum Bhi Na Mano"
	Javed Akhtar[image: External link]
	Alka Yagnik[image: External link], Hariharan[image: External link]
	07:14
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Andaaz






Andaaz (English: A way) is a 2003 Indian romantic musical film directed by Raj Kanwar and produced by Suneel Darshan[image: External link]. It stars Akshay Kumar, Priyanka Chopra and Lara Dutta in the lead roles. The film tells the story of Raj (Kumar) and his romantic relationship with two girls, Kajal and Jiya (Dutta and Chopra). The music of the film was composed by Nadeem-Shravan[image: External link] with lyrics written by Sameer[image: External link].

Made on a budget of ₹80 million, the film was released on 23 May 2003 to mixed reviews from critics, with praise directed towards performances of Dutta and Chopra, the cinematography and the music. The film was a major box-office success, grossing ₹288 million at the box-office. Andaaz was deemed the "first Universal Hit of the year".

The film won several awards and nominations at various award ceremonies across India. At the 49th Filmfare Awards, Andaaz received five nominations, including Best Supporting Actress for Chopra, winning two awards in the Best Female Debut category for Dutta and Chopra.



TOP
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 Plot




Young Raj Malhotra (Akshay Kumar) lives with his elder brother, Rohit, his sister-in-law, Kiran, and his niece. After an accident fractures his leg, he is unable to walk for some time. Due to psychological reasons, he cannot walk even after the fracture heals. When the Malhotras move to Dehra Dun[image: External link], Raj befriends their neighbour, young tomboy Kajal (Lara Dutta), as both share a common passion for aeroplanes. Kajal encourages Raj to walk, and he succeeds. Years later the two continue to be fast friends, and everyone expects them to marry soon. Raj secretly loves Kajal and is waiting for the right time to propose to her. However, Kajal sees him only as her best friend. Raj is recruited by the Indian Air Force[image: External link] and goes for training for a year and a half. After his training is over, he rushes to Kajal to propose to her, only to find out that she has given her heart to multimillionaire businessmen, Karan Singhania (Aman Verma[image: External link]). Raj tells Kajal that Karan is the best life partner for her, and does not reveal his true feelings. Kajal and Karan get married and during the reception party, Kajal comes to know of Raj's feeling for her. Hurt by the fact that she did not see his feelings for her despite being Raj's best friend, Kajal asks him to move on with his life as she is now a married woman. Thereafter the Malhotras move to Nainital[image: External link], and Raj relocates to Cape Town[image: External link], South Africa for training.

During a visit to a club, Raj meets the vivacious and fun-loving Jiya (Priyanka Chopra). Jiya falls in love with Raj due to his clean personality, but Raj is unable to forget Kajal. After completing his training, Raj goes back to India where he finds that Jiya has already arrived at his home and is living as a paying guest with his family. Jiya makes several attempts to impress Raj, however he still doesn't fall for her. During Karwa-Chauth, Jiya performs the rituals that a wife typically does for a husband but Raj becomes angry and asks Jiya to leave. Jiya leaves the home. Raj's family reveals that they have always loved Jiya and wanted Raj to marry her as Jiya has already told them everything about her and Raj's meeting in South Africa. Finally, Raj decides to marry Jiya and move on with his life.

While visiting Jiya's family, Raj learns that Kajal is Jiya's sister-in-law. It is revealed that Kajal is now a widow after Karan's death in a plane crash, in which Kajal survived. Kajal thinks that she is responsible for Karan's death, as she had asked him for a ride in bad weather. After Karan's death, Kajal loses her mental balance and ends up in a hospital due to attempting suicide. Raj helps Kajal recover from the depression and enables her to come face to face with life again. Jiya notices their increasing closeness and suggests to her father that Kajal be married off. At Raj and Jiya's engagement, Kajal comes to know that her family has arranged her for engagement as well. Unhappy with the news, Raj asks Kajal not to allow herself to be married off against her will. Angrily, Jiya states that Raj and Kajal will never be able to forget their past and love for each other, regardless of the fact that Raj is supposed to be marrying Jiya. An irate Raj places the wedding sindoor on Kajal's head, indicating he has now married Kajal and no one has the right to question their relationship. Emotionally, Jiya reveals that she wanted Raj and Kajal to accept their feelings and love for each other in front of the world. The film ends with Jiya participating in Raj and Kajal's marriage.
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 Cast




The cast is listed below:[4]


	
Akshay Kumar as Raj Malhotra

	
Lara Dutta as Kajal

	
Priyanka Chopra as Jiya Singhania

	
Aman Verma[image: External link] as Karan Singhania

	
Pankaj Dheer[image: External link] as Rohit Malhotra

	
Navni Parihar[image: External link] as Kiran Malhotra

	
Johny Lever[image: External link] as G. I. Joe

	
Rajeev Verma[image: External link] as Eeshwar Singhaniya

	
Gajendra Chauhan[image: External link] as Mr. Sahay

	
Vivek Shauq[image: External link] as Raunak

	Prithvi Zutshi[image: External link]

	Vishwajeet Pradhan[image: External link]

	
Kushal Punjabi[image: External link] as Monty

	Asha Sharma as Kajal's Grandmother

	
Maya Alagh[image: External link] as Malti Singhania

	
Beena Banerjee[image: External link] as Beena Sahay
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 Production




Robin Bhatt[image: External link] and Shyam Goel[image: External link] wrote the screenplay while Ishwar R Bidri handled the cinematography.[5] Manish Malhotra[image: External link] designed the costumes for Dutta and Chopra. The film was extensively shot in Cape Town[image: External link], South Africa.[5] Sanjay Sankla edited the film.[5]
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 Soundtrack




The music is composed by Nadeem-Shravan[image: External link], and the lyrics are penned by Sameer[image: External link]. The album has eight tracks.[6] The vocals were performed by Kumar Sanu[image: External link], Alka Yagnik[image: External link], Sonu Nigam[image: External link], Sapna Mukherjee[image: External link], Kailash Kher[image: External link], Babul Supriyo[image: External link] and Shaan[image: External link].[6] Music was released on 26 February 2003 in an event in Mumbai.[7]

The film's soundtrack album received positive reviews from music critics. Glamsham gave a positive review and wrote: "On the whole, the soundtrack of Andaaz showcases the marvelous and creative skills of the composer duo, Nadeem-Sharvan. No doubt, some of the tracks will win awards in the future. The album has an up market music. The whole content of the soundtrack is memorable and a gorgeous gift for the people who have an ear for rhythmical music".[8] Planet Bollywood gave a rating of 7.5 (out of 10) noting it as a "good" album and wrote: "the album has two or three excellent songs and another three good numbers and couple of ordinary ones. Overall its definitely worth a buy especially so for Nadeem-Shravan/Sameer and melody fans. It is better than most of their recent efforts".[9]

The music topped charts on a number of platforms in India. The soundtrack was the second best-selling Bollywood soundtrack of the year, with 2.5 million units sold according to Box Office India.[10]



	No.
	Title
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Kisise Tum Pyar Karo"
	Kumar Sanu[image: External link], Alka Yagnik[image: External link]
	5:11



	2.
	"Kitna Pagal Dil Hai"
	Kumar Sanu
	5:33



	3.
	"Allah Kare Dil Na Lage Kisise"
	Sonu Nigam[image: External link], Alka Yagnik
	5:27



	4.
	"Rabba Ishq Na Hove"
	Sonu Nigam, Alka Yagnik, Sapna Mukherjee[image: External link], Kailash Kher[image: External link]
	6:23



	5.
	"Aaj Kehna Zaroori Hai"
	Udit Narayan[image: External link], Alka Yagnik
	5:59



	6.
	"Aayega Maza Ab Barsaat Ka"
	Alka Yagnik, Babul Supriyo[image: External link]
	5:32



	7.
	"Kitna Pagal Dil Hai" (female)
	Alka Yagnik
	5:32



	8.
	"Shala La Baby"
	Shaan[image: External link], Alka Yagnik
	6:05



	Total length:
	45:42
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 Release and reception




The film was released on 23 May 2003.

Andaaz received mixed reviews from critics, who praised the performances by its female lead (Dutta and Chopra), the cinematography and the music. Hindustan Times gave a rating of 3 out of 5, noting it as a "brightly wrapped" love triangle .[11]

The film grossed ₹288 million against a budget of ₹80 million.[2][3] The film was a major commercial success.[12][13] Andaaz also celebrated silver jubilee by completing 100 days in theatres after the release and is considered as the first Universal Hit of 2003.[14]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Date[a]
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	Filmfare Awards
	20 February 2004
	Best Supporting Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[15]



	Best Female Debut
	Lara Dutta
	Won



	Priyanka Chopra
	Won



	Best Lyricist[image: External link]
	Sameer[image: External link] (for song "Kisise Tum Pyaar Karo")
	Nominated



	Best Male Playback Singer[image: External link]
	Kumar Sanu[image: External link] (for song "Kisise Tum Pyaar Karo")
	Nominated



	Screen Awards
	16 January 2005
	Most Promising Newcomer - Female[image: External link]
	Lara Dutta
	Won
	[16]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated



	Zee Cine Awards
	
	Best Female Debut[image: External link]
	Lara Dutta
	Nominated
	[17]



	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Nadeem-Shravan[image: External link]
	Nominated
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 Footnotes






	
^ Linked to the article about the awards held that year, wherever possible.
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Mujhse Shaadi Karogi






Mujhse Shaadi Karogi (English: Will You Marry Me?) is a 2004 Indian romantic comedy film[image: External link] directed by David Dhawan[image: External link] and produced by Sajid Nadiadwala[image: External link]. The film stars Salman Khan, Akshay Kumar and Priyanka Chopra, the second collaboration of Kumar and Chopra after their successful Andaaz (2003). The supporting cast includes Amrish Puri[image: External link], Kader Khan[image: External link], Satish Shah[image: External link] and Rajpal Yadav, with several Indian cricket team[image: External link] players in cameo appearances.

Set primarily in Goa[image: External link], two men (Khan and Kumar) try to win a woman's (Chopra) heart. Wanting to re-invent himself, Dhawan decided to make a film which would deviate from his signature "mass-market" comedies in look and feel, approaching it as a romantic comedy. The screenplay was written by Dhawan's longtime collaborator Anees Bazmee[image: External link] and Rumi Jaffery.

Although the film is set in Goa, it was not shot there. Instead principal photography[image: External link] was done on two detailed sets created by Sharmishta Roy[image: External link] in Film City[image: External link] and Mauritius[image: External link]. Additionally, several scenes and songs were filmed on-location in Mauritius. Mujhse Shaadi Karogi was released on 30 July 2004 to positive reviews, receiving praise for its direction, performances, music, cinematography, art direction, costumes and styling. With a box-office gross of ₹565 million, the film was a major commercial success, becoming the third-highest-grossing Indian film of the year[image: External link].

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi was nominated for three Filmfare Awards. The film received thirteen nominations at the 2005 IIFA Awards[image: External link], including Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] (Dhawan), Best Actor[image: External link] (Khan), Best Actress (Chopra), winning five awards. It received ten Screen Awards nominations, including Best Film[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




Sameer (Salman Khan) is ill-tempered, with anger-management issues since his parents died during his childhood. When he beats up a group of goons who tried to assault his girlfriend Roma (Amrita Arora[image: External link]), she breaks up with him because of his temper. According to his horoscope, Sameer is unlucky in love. To escape, he becomes a lifeguard in Goa[image: External link].

On the train Sameer meets Suraj Prakash (Satish Shah[image: External link]), who makes him think that he is a thief by asking him where he keeps important things (like money) in his luggage. Sameer stays awake all night to avoid being robbed, while Suraj sleeps after conning Sameer into guarding his luggage. Suraj admits this to Sameer the next morning at the station. Sameer learns that Suraj is a security guard at his resort, and puts him on night guard duty for three months. This puts a crimp in Suraj's marriage and, although he apologises, Sameer is adament.

Sameer meets Rani (Priyanka Chopra), an up-and-coming fashion designer, and falls in love with her. After a rough start with her father (Amrish Puri[image: External link]), a former colonel, Rani and Sameer become friends. Sameer's bad luck comes into play; he disagrees with her father, and Rani becomes angry with him when she overhears him saying bad things about her to Pandit ji (Raajpal Yadav[image: External link]).

Trouble arrives in the form of Sunny (Akshay Kumar), who shares a room with Sameer. He meets Rani, falls in love with her and decides to capitalise on Sameer's mistakes. This causes friction between the roommates. Sameer gives Rani money she needs for a fashion competition, calling himself her "well-wisher". Rani wins the competition, and wants to thank her "well-wisher" in person. Sameer (who gave Rani the money for his grandmother's eye surgery and his sister's wedding) goes to meet her but Sunny gets there first, claims to be the well-wisher and takes her away. Sameer follows on his motorcycle, and injures the colonel. Sunny, who takes credit for a painting of Rani by Sameer, kidnaps Rani's dog (Tommy) and frames Sameer. Sameer buys an identical dog, and tells the colonel that he has found Tommy. He is unmasked when the dog bites the colonel and runs away.

Although Sameer is angry, he reconciles with Rani with the help of a magician at a New Year's Eve party. Sunny places a bar dancer[image: External link] in Sameer's room one morning; Rani, who went there to invite him for breakfast, sees the dancer there and assumes that they had had sex.

Sameer makes another attempt to apologise. When he goes to Rani's house, he is surprised to see Suraj Prakash; Suraj is Rani's uncle, who now knows that he loves Rani. Sameer apologises, and takes Suraj Prakash off night duty. His partially-blind grandmother mistakes Rani's mother for Rani and tries to persuade her to marry Sameer. Rani's mother tells her daughter to carefully consider whom she loves more: Sameer or Sunny.

Sameer decides to leave Goa, and Sunny taunts him that he got close to Rani through Sameer's mistakes. Sameer says that he has had enough dreaming, and wishes Sunny happiness. Sunny taunts Sameer again, and Sameer loses his temper. He chases Sunny through the crowd at a cricket stadium where India and Pakistan are playing a friendly match. Sameer breaks through security, takes the microphone from guest of honour Kapil Dev[image: External link] and apologises to Rani and her parents. He asks her to marry him in front of the crowd, and Rani runs onto the field and embraces him, thus reuniting with him.

Sunny reveals that he is Arun, Sameer's childhood friend who came to Goa to cure Sameer's anger-management issues. He went to visit Sameer after returning from America after 19 years and met Sameer's grandmother, who told him about Sameer's heartbreak and departure for Goa. Arun decided to help Sameer by posing as his enemy, telling Rani and her parents earlier. Sameer is reunited with Arun, who conducts his and Rani's wedding.
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 Cast





	
Akshay Kumar as Sunny and Arun Khanna

	
Salman Khan as Sameer Malhotra

	
Priyanka Chopra as Rani Singh

	
Amrish Puri[image: External link] as Colonel Jugraj Singh

	
Kader Khan[image: External link] as Mr. Duggal

	
Satish Shah[image: External link] as Suraj Prakash

	
Rajpal Yadav as Raj Purohit Jyotshi and Paul

	
Amrita Arora[image: External link] as Roma

	
Vindu Dara Singh[image: External link] as a gang member

	
Supriya Karnik[image: External link] as Rama Jugraj Singh, the colonel's wife and Rani's mother

	
Shashikala[image: External link] as Grandma Malhotra

	
Upasana Singh[image: External link] as Mrs. Suraj Prakash

	Parth Dave as young Sameer

	
Shefali Zariwala[image: External link] as Bijili

	
Sajid Khan[image: External link] as himself

	
Kurush Deboo[image: External link] as a dog-seller

	
Rajesh Vivek[image: External link] as Chutki Baba



Cricketers made cameo appearances as themselves:


	Irfan Pathan[image: External link]

	Javagal Srinath[image: External link]

	Ashish Nehra[image: External link]

	Harbhajan Singh[image: External link]

	Parthiv Patel[image: External link]

	Kapil Dev[image: External link]

	Mohammad Kaif[image: External link]

	Navjot Singh Sidhu[image: External link]
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 Production




Known primarily for mass-market comedies, David Dhawan[image: External link] wanted to make Mujhse Shaadi Karogi a romantic comedy. Asked about re-inventing himself with the film, he replied: "I have changed with the times. One has to [change]. My trademark style remains unchanged in its basics. Why should I change when my style has kept me going for so many years? I will never change that."[3] Dhawan wanted the make the film different from his earlier releases in look and feel.[3] Anees Bazmee[image: External link], who collaborated on several films with the director, returned to write its screenplay.[3]

In a Times of India interview, Priyanka Chopra said that she had signed for Dhawan's comedy film co-starring Salman Khan and Akshay Kumar; it was the second collaboration between Kumar and Chopra, after the successful Andaaz (2003).[4] Chopra said that her decision was based on "the hilarious script" and Sajid Nadiadwala[image: External link]'s reputation as a producer.[5] She described Rani, an aspiring fashion designer, as "very innocent and gullible" and a "girl next door[image: External link]": "Rani gets stuck between two boys. She likes both of them and she doesn't know what to do."[5] In an interview with Rediff.com, Kumar described his character as someone who creates many problems in Sameer's life and compared their dynamics to Tom and Jerry[image: External link]: "I harass him all the time."[6]

Principal photography[image: External link] began in September 2003 on a set in Film City[image: External link], Mumbai.[5][3] Art director Sharmishta Roy[image: External link] created a detailed set of Goa[image: External link]; according to Hindustan Times, "The set had become the talk of the industry for its fine detailing."[3][7] Roy built another large set in Mauritius[image: External link], where the outdoor scenes, the songs and several other scenes were filmed on a month-long schedule beginning on 9 January 2004. Three hundred people made up the unit for the Mauritius schedule.[7]

An action scene was filmed with a motion-control[image: External link] camera, a first in Indian cinema.[8][9] Although the producers wanted to keep the film's climax (featuring several cricketers from the Indian team and filmed at a Bangalore[image: External link] stadium in June 2004) a secret, it was revealed in the media.[10] Filming wrapped in July 2004.[5]
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack album contains eight songs, seven original songs and one remix.[11] Six songs were composed by Sajid-Wajid[image: External link] and the seventh by Anu Malik[image: External link]. Lyrics for five songs were written by Jalees Sherwani[image: External link], with one song each by Sameer[image: External link] and Arun Bhairav.[11] The vocals were performed by Udit Narayan[image: External link], Alka Yagnik[image: External link], Sonu Nigam[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link], Sukhwinder Singh[image: External link] and Shabab Sabri[image: External link].[11] With a background score composed by Salim-Sulaiman[image: External link], the album was released on 4 June 2004.[11]

It was generally well-received by music critics, who praised the album's lyrics and vocals. Planet Bollywood rated the soundtrack seven out of ten, calling it a "good album".[11] Bollywood Hungama praised its songs and musical score, highlighting "Rab Kare", "Jeene Ke Hain Chaar Din", "Laal Dupatta" and the title song.[12]

The music topped charts on a number of platforms in India. The soundtrack was one of the best-selling Bollywood soundtracks of the year, with 2 million units sold according to Box Office India.[13]



	Track listing[14]



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Music
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Rab Kare"
	Jalees Sherwani[image: External link]
	Sajid-Wajid[image: External link]
	Udit Narayan[image: External link], Alka Yagnik[image: External link]
	4:19



	2.
	"Mujhse Shaadi Karogi"
	Jalees Sherwani
	Sajid-Wajid
	Udit Narayan, Sonu Nigam[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link]
	5:26



	3.
	"Aaja Soniye"
	Jalees Sherwani
	Sajid-Wajid
	Sonu Nigam, Alka Yagnik
	4:58



	4.
	"Lahoo Banke Aansoon"
	Jalees Sherwani
	Sajid-Wajid
	Alka Yagnik, Sonu Nigam, Shabab Sabri[image: External link]
	6:05



	5.
	"Jeene Ke Hain Char Din"
	 
	Anu Malik[image: External link]
	Sonu Nigam, Sunidhi Chauhan
	5:21



	6.
	"Kar Doon Kamaal"
	Jalees Sherwani
	Sajid-Wajid
	Sukhwinder Singh[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan
	4:34



	7.
	"Laal Dupatta"
	Arun Bhairav
	Sajid-Wajid
	Udit Narayan, Alka Yagnik
	5:14



	8.
	"Aaja Soniye (Remix)"
	Jalees Sherwani
	Sajid-Wajid
	Sonu Nigam, Alka Yagnik
	4:05
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 Marketing and release




Entrances of several theaters in India and abroad were decorated as marriage mandaps (halls) for the film. Sajid Nadiadwala said, "You have to make the entire process of movie-going exciting. Since the title itself talks of marriage, making the entrance of theatres resemble mandaps was the best possible way to attract cinegoers."[15]

The producers sponsored several contests as part of Mujhse Shaadi Karogi's marketing campaign, with prizes including a foreign honeymoon trip and wedding clothing by Biba[image: External link] and Neeta Lulla[image: External link].[16] They released a 64-page, palm-sized book with information about the characters' love triangle, tips about how to woo a woman and pictures of the three main characters.[10] The film was released on 30 July 2004. Zee TV[image: External link] brought its UK distribution rights, the first film distributed by the channel.[17]

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi opened well throughout India, despite poor weather, and did very good business in its theatrical run.[18] The film also opened well in the overseas market, ranking eighth at the UK box office over its first weekend. After a good first week it prevailed over its second weekend, earning ₹35.4 million from 32 screens in the United Kingdom and ₹32.9 million from 48 screens in the United States.[19] Mujhse Shaadi Karogi was a major commercial success, earning ₹565 million at the box office and thus becoming the third-highest-grossing Bollywood film of the year[image: External link].[20][21]

Mujhse Shaadi Karogi was released on DVD on 27 September 2004 in all regions on a single NTSC-format disc.[22] Distributed by T-Series[image: External link], the DVD included deleted scenes, extra songs, a theatrical trailer and TV advertisements.[22] The film's Video CD[image: External link] was released at the same time. A Blu-ray[image: External link] disc was released on 10 July 2010.[23]
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 Reception




Mujhse Shaadi Karogi was well-received by critics, who praised the film's direction, cinematography, choreography, costumes, styling and performances. Taran Adarsh of Bollywood Hungama gave it four stars out of five, calling it a "mass entertainer" and an apt example of escapist cinema which "transports you to a world of make-believe". Adarsh praised the chemistry between Khan, Kumar and Chopra and wrote, "Stylishly shot at some panoramic locales of Mauritius, with no double entendres, the film proves yet again that only David can pull off such stories without the cinegoer feeling cheated by an obscure plot."[12]

Subhash K. Jha gave Mujhse Shaadi Karogi a positive review for Indo-Asian News Service, calling the film Dhawan's smartest comedy to date: "This is one laughathon you can enjoy with your family without squirming in your seats."[24] Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com also praised the film: "It's a screwball comedy with gorgeous visuals, crisp editing, and fine performances. David Dhawan gets it right."[25] A review in The Hindu called it "pure entertainment" and praised the clean humour and Kumar's performance writing that "Salman Khan shows more brawn than histrionics, while Akshay Kumar displays a real flair for comedy. Some of his expressions are delightfully wicked and effortless."[26]

For India Today, Anupama Chopra found the film "partly fun but mostly exhausting": Mujhse Shaadi Karogi is pure dazzle. There are clothes of all designs imaginable - from gorgeous embroidered and sequinned Indian outfits to sleek and hip western attire. There are locations of breathtaking beauty from aquamarine seas to quaint churches."[27] Planet Bollywood gave 7.5 out of 10, calling it a "pure entertainment that is high on production value" and a "good escapist cinema" for both masses and classes, writing that "The unexpected and unique climax follows and the audience is pleasantly surprised at the turn of events and revelations with a fitting finale is another version of the title song that brings the house down."[28]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Date[a]
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	Filmfare Awards
	26 February 2005
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Akshay Kumar
	Nominated
	[29]



	Best Playback Singer Female[image: External link]
	Alka Yagnik[image: External link] (for song "Laal Dupatta")
	Nominated



	Best Performance in a Comic Role[image: External link]
	Akshay Kumar
	Nominated



	Global Indian Film Awards[image: External link]
	28 January 2005
	Best Supporting Actor
	Akshay Kumar
	Won
	[30]



	Best Costume Design
	Vikram Phadnis
	Won



	International Indian Film Academy Awards
	11 June 2005[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Mujhse Shaadi Karogi
	Nominated
	[31][32]



	Best Director[image: External link]
	David Dhawan[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Salman Khan
	Nominated



	Best Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated



	Best Performance in a Comic Role[image: External link]
	Akshay Kumar
	Won



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Sajid-Wajid[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Lyricist[image: External link]
	Arun Bhairav (for song "Laal Dupatta")
	Nominated



	Best Male Playback[image: External link]
	Udit Narayan[image: External link] (for song "Laal Dupatta")
	Nominated



	Best Female Playback[image: External link]
	Alka Yagnik[image: External link] (for song "Laal Dupatta")
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction[image: External link]
	Sharmishta Roy
	Won



	Best Background Score[image: External link]
	Salim-Sulaiman[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Choreography[image: External link]
	Farah Khan (for song "Laal Dupatta")
	Won



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Vikram Phadnis
	Won



	Screen Awards
	16 January 2005
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Mujhse Shaadi Karogi
	Nominated
	[33]



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Akshay Kumar
	Nominated



	Best Actor in a Comic Role[image: External link]
	Rajpal Yadav
	Nominated



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Sajid-Wajid[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Lyricist[image: External link]
	Arun Bhairav (for song "Laal Dupatta")
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Sanjay F. Gupta
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction
	Sharmishta Roy[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Sound Design
	Jitendra Choudhary
	Nominated



	Best Choreography
	Farah Khan (for song "Laal Dupatta")
	Nominated



	Best Special Effects[image: External link]
	Prime Focus
	Nominated



	Stardust Awards
	20 February 2005
	Superstar of Tomorrow – Female[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[34]



	Zee Cine Awards
	26 March 2005
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Mujhse Shaadi Karogi
	Nominated
	[35]



	Best Actor – Male[image: External link]
	Salman Khan
	Nominated



	Best Actor in a Comic Role[image: External link]
	Akshay Kumar
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	Anees Bazmee[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Sajid-Wajid[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Song of the Year[image: External link]
	"Aaja Soniye"
	Nominated



	Best Audiography
	Jitendra Choudhary
	Nominated
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 Footnotes






	
^ Linked to the article about the awards held that year, wherever possible.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Mujhse Shaadi Karogi (2004)"[image: External link]. British Board of Film Classification[image: External link]. Retrieved 20 December 2016.


	
^ "Top grossers"[image: External link]. Box Office India. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 21 October 2013. Retrieved 2011-06-01.


	
^ a b c d e Jha, Subhash K. (29 July 2004). "'We need laughter in our lives' "[image: External link]. Rediff.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ Gupta, Aparna (1 July 2003). "For her even Asambhav is possible!"[image: External link]. The Times of India. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ a b c d "Meet Priyanka Chopra"[image: External link]. Rediff.com. 29 July 2004. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 21 July 2009. Retrieved 7 April 2011.


	
^ Jha, Subhash K. (30 July 2004). "'Salman and I are like Tom & Jerry' "[image: External link]. Rediff.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 8 March 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ a b Press Trust of India[image: External link] (31 December 2003). "Bare Facts: Coy Shweta Turns Her Back, Spits Fire"[image: External link]. Hindustan Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ "Shirtless in Film City"[image: External link]. Rediff.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ "Agent Akshay!"[image: External link]. Rediff.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 22 December 2007. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ a b Adarsh, Taran (23 June 2004). "Cricketers in 'Mujhse Shaadi Karogi' "[image: External link]. Sify. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ a b c d e "Mujhse Shaadi Karogi: Music Review"[image: External link]. Planet Bollywood. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 1 May 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ a b Adarsh, Taran (28 July 2004). "Mujhse Shaadi Karogi Review by Taran Adarsh"[image: External link]. Bollywood Hungama. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 11 December 2016.


	
^ "Music Hits 2000–2009 (Figures in Units)"[image: External link]. Box Office India. 22 January 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 15 February 2008. Retrieved 20 December 2016.


	
^ "Mujhse Shaadi Karogi (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)"[image: External link]. iTunes[image: External link]. Retrieved 11 June 2017.


	
^ Adarsh, Taran (28 July 2004). "Theatres turn into marriage mandaps"[image: External link]. Sify. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ Adarsh, Taran (29 July 2004). "Invite Salman for your `shaadi"[image: External link]. Sify. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ "Zee to distribute MSK in UK"[image: External link]. Sify. 28 July 2004. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ Adarsh, Taran (7 August 2004). "Top 5 Movies of the Week"[image: External link]. Sify. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ Adarsh, Taran (11 August 2004). "'M.S.K.'a big hit, overseas"[image: External link]. Sify. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ "Lifetime Worldwide"[image: External link]. Box Office India. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 15 October 2013. Retrieved 26 October 2010.


	
^ "Box Office 2004"[image: External link]. Box Office India. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 14 October 2013. Retrieved 26 October 2010.


	
^ a b "Mujhse Shaadi Karogiz"[image: External link]. Amazon.com[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ "Mujhse Shaadi Karogi Blu-ray"[image: External link]. Blu-ray.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ Jha, Subhash K. (31 July 2004). "Mujhse Shaadi Karogi Movie Review - Fun grabs you in 'Mujhse Shaadi Karogi' "[image: External link]. Indo-Asian News Service. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 21 December 2016. Retrieved 11 December 2016.


	
^ Verma, Sukanya (28 July 2004). "'Mujhse Shaadi Karogi' is another 'Main Hoon Na' "[image: External link]. Rediff.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 1 November 2014. Retrieved 11 December 2016.


	
^ ""Mujhse Shaadi Karogi" "[image: External link]. The Hindu. 6 August 2004. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 10 October 2009. Retrieved 11 December 2016.


	
^ Chopra, Anupama (16 August 2004). "Film review: 'Mujhse Shaadi Karogi' starring Salman Khan, Akshay Kumar, Priyanka Chopra"[image: External link]. India Today. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 11 December 2016.


	
^ Abid. "Mujhse Shaadi Karogi Movie Review"[image: External link]. Planet Bollywood. Retrieved 11 June 2017.


	
^ "50th Filmfare Awards". Filmfare Awards. 26 February 2005. Sony[image: External link].


	
^ "Shah Rukh, Rani bag GIFA Awards"[image: External link]. Hindustan Times. 28 January 2005. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016.


	
^ "Winners of 6th IIFA Awards"[image: External link]. IIFA Awards. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 9 July 2013. Retrieved 22 June 2013.


	
^ "6th IIFA Awards". IIFA Awards. 26 June 2005. Star Plus[image: External link].


	
^ "11th Star Screen Awards". Screen Awards. 30 January 2005. Star Plus.


	
^ "Stardust Awards 2005". Stardust Awards. 20 February 2005. SET Max.


	
^ "Zee Cine Awards 2005". Zee Cine Awards. 26 March 2005. Zee TV[image: External link].







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Mujhse Shaadi Karogi[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	
Mujhse Shaadi Karogi[image: External link] at Bollywood Hungama






Categories[image: External link]:

	Hindi-language films[image: External link]

	Indian films[image: External link]

	2004 films[image: External link]

	2000s Hindi-language films[image: External link]

	Films directed by David Dhawan[image: External link]

	Films about Indian weddings[image: External link]

	Indian romantic comedy films[image: External link]

	Film scores by Sajid-Wajid[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 10:30.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Mujhse Shaadi Karogi: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mujhse_Shaadi_Karogi [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Mujhse_Shaadi_Karogi [image: External link]












Back to main article 

Breakthrough Role






A breakthrough role, also known as breakout role,[1] is a term in the film industry[image: External link] to describe the performance of an actor or actress in a film[image: External link] or television[image: External link] show which contributed significantly to the development of their career and beginning of critical recognition. Such a moment in an actor's career may often occur some time after they begin acting as their roles become more substantial. Often a breakthrough role is a significant increase in importance in the actor's part in the film moving up from a minor character or extra to one of the leading cast, or a "high impact" role in a film which has mainstream success and results in the widespread recognition or popularity of the actor.[2] Martin Shingler defines a breakthrough performance as one which "attracts the attention of film critics, or receives rave reviews and is subsequently nominated for a major film award."[3]

Most of the top actors and actresses in Hollywood[image: External link] or in the world film industry can pinpoint such a landmark which marked the beginning of commercial success. For example, the Dollars trilogy[image: External link] marked the breakthrough role of Clint Eastwood[image: External link] and Dr. No[image: External link] in 1962 marked the moment in Sean Connery[image: External link]'s career, despite both actors having appeared in several films prior to this. James Mason[image: External link]'s breakthrough performance has been cited as that of the "sadistic Lord Rohan" in The Man in Grey[image: External link] (1943).[4] Gideon's Trumpet has been referenced as Lane Smith[image: External link]'s breakthrough role, despite only being a television film, in which he played Henry Fonda[image: External link]'s attorney.[5] Similarly, the BBC series Pennies from Heaven[image: External link] (1978) has been highlighted as the breakthrough of Bob Hoskins[image: External link].[6] Brandon Lee[image: External link]'s final film The Crow[image: External link] (1994) has been cited as his breakout role.[7][8] Margot Robbie[image: External link]'s "big breakout role" came in The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link] (2013) by "slapping Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link] across the face".[9]

Awards

Hollywood Life[image: External link], the Teen Choice Awards[image: External link], and several others give awards for best "Movie Breakout" for both an actress and actor.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Aitraaz






Aitraaz (English: Objection) is a 2004 Indian Hindi-language[image: External link] romantic thriller[image: External link] film directed by Abbas–Mustan[image: External link]. Produced by Subhash Ghai[image: External link], it stars Akshay Kumar, Kareena Kapoor and Priyanka Chopra, and was the third film collaboration between Kumar and Chopra. Aitraaz features Amrish Puri[image: External link], Paresh Rawal and Annu Kapoor[image: External link] in supporting roles. The screenplay was written by Shyam Goel[image: External link] and Shiraz Ahmed, and Himesh Reshammiya[image: External link] composed the soundtrack.

The film tells the story of a man accused of sexual harassment[image: External link] by his female superior. It was released on 12 November 2004 to positive reviews, Chopra receiving widespread critical acclaim for her performance as Sonia Roy. Aitraaz was a commercial success, grossing over ₹260 million at the box office against a budget of ₹110 million. It has been noted for its bold subject of sexual harassment.

Aitraaz received several accolades, particularly for Chopra. At the 50th Filmfare Awards, she received two nominations: Best Supporting Actress and Best Performance in a Negative Role, winning the latter and thus becoming the second (and final)[a] actress to win the award.[3] Chopra also won the Bengal Film Journalists' Association Award for Best Actress[image: External link] and the Screen Award for Best Actor in a Negative Role. The film received ten nominations at the 2005 IIFA Awards[image: External link], winning three.
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 Plot




Raj Malhotra (Akshay Kumar) is a product engineer for a telecommunications company, Air Voice. Priya Saxena (Kareena Kapoor), a junior lawyer goes to Raj's house for an interview, mistaking him for barrister Ram Chautrani (Annu Kapoor[image: External link]), a neighbour and Raj's friend. They fall in love, marry and are soon expecting a child. Raj expects to be promoted to CEO when the company's chairman (Amrish Puri[image: External link]) arrives with his new wife, Sonia Roy (Priyanka Chopra) to announce the promotions. Sonia Roy is named the company's new Chairperson; and after a discussion with her husband, she announces the promotions. The CEO position instead goes to Raj's friend Rakesh (Vivek Shauq[image: External link]), while Raj is placed on the Board of Directors. At a party, Raj, accompanied by Priya, learns about his new boss, Sonia Roy. Priya is surprised that Sonia is the wife of the much older Mr Roy. Raj and his colleagues talk about Sonia being very attractive and the age difference between her and her husband, and Raj jokes that his magnetic personality was responsible for his massive promotion. It is implied that Raj may have encountered Sonia previously.

A flashback explores Raj's previous relationship with Sonia. Five years earlier, Raj and Sonia (then a model) meet at a beach in Cape Town[image: External link]. They fall in love and move in together; Sonia becomes pregnant with Raj's child, which makes him happy, but Sonia refuses Raj's marriage proposal and says she is going to terminate the pregnancy as her child would stand in the way of wealth, fame, power and status and their relationship ends.

The next day, Rakesh tells Raj about a defect in the company's new mobile handset: a call goes to two people simultaneously—the intended recipient and another random person on the phone's contact list. Raj needs Sonia's permission to stop production, and she invites him to her house to discuss the matter. Sonia makes provocative and sexually explicit statements to Raj, who ignores her. She then aggressively tries to pursue Raj, who resists. Although he repeatedly rejects her advances, Sonia continues trying to seduce him. As he leaves, Sonia threatens to punish him for spurning her. The next day, he learns that Sonia has told her husband that he sexually harassed her. Since he has admitted finding Sonia attractive, his claim of innocence is not believed, and the company pressures him into resignation.

Raj asks Chauthrani to take his case; Chauthrani tells him not to resign, and to keep going to work. This case goes to court; Sonia and Roy engage a lawyer (Paresh Rawal). Initially, the bulk of the evidence is against Raj and the case gains widespread media attention. Raj's bank manager returns from Bangkok and gives him a tape that recorded Raj's encounter at Sonia's house. After the tape is proven genuine, Chauthrani is struck by a car driven by a goon hired by Sonia and the tape is destroyed. When Priya asks Raj why he called their bank manager from Sonia's house, he replies that he had called Rakesh, and the call went through to the bank manager as well due to the defect in the company handset. Priya continues the case after Chauthrani's injury. She exposes Sonia's earlier relationship with Raj in Cape Town and finally plays Rakesh's voice mail to the court - revealing what really occurred between Raj and Sonia. It is revealed that Sonia married Roy for money, power and status, but when he could not satisfy her sexually, she tried to resume her relationship with Raj. Priya wins the case and Roy leaves Sonia. Guilt-stricken and humiliated, Sonia commits suicide by jumping from a building. The end credit scene shows Raj and Priya walking their child.
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 Cast




The cast is listed below:[4]


	
Akshay Kumar as Raj Malhotra

	
Kareena Kapoor as Priya Saxena Malhotra

	
Priyanka Chopra as Sonia Roy

	
Amrish Puri[image: External link] as Ranjit Roy

	
Anu Kapoor[image: External link] as Barrister Ram Chauthrani

	
Paresh Rawal as Advocate Patel

	
Vivek Shauq[image: External link] as Rakesh Sharma

	
Preeti Puri[image: External link] as Jenny (Raj's secretary)

	
Upasna Singh[image: External link] as Kanchan

	
Dinesh Lamba[image: External link] as Chauthrani's assistant

	Anil Nagrath as Judge
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 Production




The director duo Abbas–Mustan[image: External link] took inspiration from National Basketball Association[image: External link] player Kobe Bryant[image: External link], who was accused of rape by a fan;[5] they began developing the film when they read about his sexual-assault case[image: External link] in the newspapers.[6] About the film's unusual title, they said the word "aitraaz" was colloquial and suited the subject.[6] Shyam Goel[image: External link] and Shiraz Ahmed wrote the screenplay. Hussain A. Burmawala and R. Verman[image: External link] were responsible for film editing and art direction[image: External link], respectively.[7]

The film was announced in October 2003 by producer Subhash Ghai[image: External link], to commemorate the 25th anniversary of his production company Mukta Arts[image: External link].[8] The media reported that Akshay Kumar, Kareena Kapoor and Priyanka Chopra were cast in lead roles, making it the third film collaboration between Kumar and Chopra after the highly successful Andaaz (2003) and Mujhse Shaadi Karogi (2004).[8][9] Kumar was cast as Raj, a working man accused of rape at his workplace; Kapoor portrayed his supportive wife, who goes to extremes to defend him.[5] According to the directors, Kumar was cast against type[image: External link]; he generally played action heros[image: External link], and they wanted him to underplay his character.[6] Abbas–Mustan, known for stylish thrillers and intriguing antagonists,[b] cast Chopra in her first negative role.[9] She plays a woman, married to a business magnate more than twice her age (played by Amrish Puri[image: External link]), who falsely accuses her ex-lover (Kumar) of raping her to seek revenge. Chopra was initially apprehensive about such a bold character, due to the controversial theme of sexual harassment[image: External link], but Abbas–Mastan and Subhash Ghai convinced her to accept the role.[10][11] The director duo had previously offered her the lead role in their 2002 thriller Humraaz, which she could not do.[12]

Kumar described his character as "realistic" and a "new-age metrosexual[image: External link]" man. The actor revealed that he enjoyed the strengths and weaknesses of his character, adding "[he] is not afraid to show his feelings and does not feel emasculated by his situation."[13] Kumar further stated: "There's a quiet dignity and heroism associated with my character. He doesn't fight for applause. He fights for his convictions."[13] In an interview with Tribune India[image: External link], Kapoor remarked that Indian women would identify with her character.[14] She said her character "stand[s] by [Raj] in his moment of distress and helplessness, like every Indian woman would."[14] Chopra described her character Sonia as "charming and focused", commenting that her "philosophy is that she has to achieve her goals at any cost. She knows one thing: that nothing can come in between her desires and herself."[11] Owing to her conservative upbringing, Chopra found it difficult to identify with her "man-eater role".[10] Playing an "extremely negative character" proved a challenge, and she had to mentally prepare herself for an hour before each scene.[15]

Manish Malhotra[image: External link] and Vikram Phadnis designed the costumes and the cinematography was handled by Ravi Yadav[image: External link].[7] The film was mainly shot in Cape Town, Goa[image: External link], Pune and Mumbai[image: External link].[6] Chopra, who was simultaneously filming four other productions, revealed that because of her busy schedule the producers of her other films had to move their sets to the Filmistan Studio[image: External link], where Aitraaz was being made.[12] She wept during filming of the sexual-harassment scene; it took the directors several hours to remind her she was only playing a character, and further filming was postponed.[16] The music video of the title track "Aitraaz – I Want to Make Love to You" with Kumar and Chopra was shot in one take with a Steadicam[image: External link].[17] Salim–Sulaiman[image: External link] composed the background score for the film.[7]
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 Soundtrack




Aitraaz's soundtrack was composed by Himesh Reshammiya[image: External link], with lyrics by Sameer[image: External link]. The album contains fifteen songs: seven original, and eight remixes. The vocals were performed by Udit Narayan[image: External link], Alka Yagnik[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link], Adnan Sami[image: External link], K.K.[image: External link], and Alisha Chinai[image: External link]. It was released on 24 September 2004 by Sony Music[image: External link].[18]

The soundtrack was generally well received by music critics, who praised its lyrics and vocals. Planet Bollywood gave a rating of 7 out of 10, calling it a "good album".[19] Joginder Tuteja of Bollywood Hungama rated the album 3 out of 5, praising "I Want To Make Love To You" (all three versions): "Sunidhi Chauhan is excellent in this wonderfully-composed track that shocks everyone with the intensity of the lyrics and the music". He concluded, "Except for two or three average songs here and there, the majority of songs in Aitraaz do keep you engaged".[20]

The music topped charts on a number of platforms in India.[21] The soundtrack was one of the best-selling Bollywood soundtracks of the year, with 1.5 million units sold according to Box Office India.[22]



	Track listing[20]



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Music
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Aankhen Bandh Karke"
	Sameer[image: External link]
	Himesh Reshammiya[image: External link]
	Udit Narayan[image: External link], Alka Yagnik[image: External link]
	4:41



	2.
	"Tala Tum Tala Tum"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Alka Yagnik, Jayesh Gandhi, Udit Narayan
	6:58



	3.
	"Woh Tassavvur"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Udit Narayan, Alka Yagnik
	5:24



	4.
	"Nazar Aa Raha Hai"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Udit Narayan, Alka Yagnik
	5:07



	5.
	"Gela Gela Gela"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Adnan Sami[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link]
	4:42



	6.
	"Aitraaz – I Want to Make Love to You"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Sunidhi Chauhan
	5:11



	7.
	"Yeh Dil Tumpe Aa Gaya"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	K.K.[image: External link], Alisha Chinai[image: External link]
	5:23



	8.
	"Aitraaz – I Want to Make Love to You (Male)"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Kunal Ganjawala[image: External link]
	5:10



	9.
	"Aankhen Bandh Karke (Close Your Eyes Mix)"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Udit Narayan, Alka Yagnik
	5:00



	10.
	"Gela Gela Gela (The Dance on the Beach Mix)"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Adnan Sami, Sunidhi Chauhan
	4:00



	11.
	"Woh Tassavvur (Love is Forever Mix)"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Udit Narayan, Alka Yagnik
	4:00



	12.
	"Tala Tum Tala Tum (The Cyclonic Dance Mix)"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Alka Yagnik, Jayesh Gandhi, Udit Narayan
	5:00



	13.
	"Nazar Aa Raha Hai"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Udit Narayan, Alka Yagnik
	4:00



	14.
	"Yeh Dil Tumpe Aa Gaya (The Slip and Slide Mix)"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	K.K., Alisha Chinai
	5:00



	15.
	"Aitraaz – I Want to Make Love to You (The Passion Mix)"
	Sameer
	Himesh Reshammiya
	Sunidhi Chauhan
	4:00
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 Marketing and release




The first-look poster of the film, with the tagline "In the world of women, you either play by their rules or else ...", was received positively by critics;[23][24] the film's trailers were also well received. In October 2004, exclusive footage from the film was screened to the trade experts and critics, creating a positive buzz. The film's trailers and the film's music aided its marketing.[21]

Made on a budget of ₹110 million, Aitraaz was released on 375 screens on 12 November 2004 during the festive Diwali[image: External link] weekend.[2] It clashed with three other major releases: Veer-Zaara[image: External link], the coloured version of Mughal-e-Azam[image: External link], and Naach[image: External link]. The film opened to excellent occupancy in metros and decent at other places. It was the second best playing release of the week after Yash Chopra[image: External link]'s Veer-Zaara.[25][26] According to Box Office India, the film grossed approximately ₹45 million on its opening weekend and ₹76 million in its first week at the domestic box office.[2] After its run, Aitraaz grossed over ₹260 million at the box office, becoming the eleventh-highest-grossing Bollywood film of the year.[27] The film was deemed a commercial success.[2]

The DVD of the film was released on 6 December 2004 across all regions in a PAL-format single disc.[28] Distributed by Shemaroo Entertainment[image: External link], it included a making-of-the-film segment and a photo gallery.[29] The VCD version was released at the same time,[29] and Zee Network[image: External link] bought the exclusive broadcast rights.[30] Aitraaz made its Indian television premiere on 30 October 2005 on Zee Cinema[image: External link].[31] The film was remade in Kannada[image: External link] as Shrimathi[image: External link], starring Upendra[image: External link], Priyanka Trivedi[image: External link] and Celina Jaitley[image: External link].[32]
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 Critical reception




Aitraaz received generally positive reviews from critics, who praised its direction, music and performances, particularly Chopra's.[33][34][35] It was noted for its bold subject of sexual harassment.[36] Several critics observed that the premise was similar to the American film Disclosure[image: External link] (1994).[36][37] Writing for the BBC, critic Jay Mamtora praised the film's theme, music and performances, and remarked that "Abbas-Mustaan have done a good job in 'Indianising' the whole concept". He went on to describe it as "a gripping edge of the seat drama that keeps viewers glued to their seats".[38] Taran Adarsh of Bollywood Hungama rated the film 3.5 out of 5, calling it "a well-crafted thriller" and complimenting the directors' opting for "a theme that has been untouched on the Indian screen so far" and the film's "dramatic moments".[36]

Like Mamtora, Adarsh believed that the film belonged entirely to Priyanka Chopra, and was impressed with her understanding of the character, writing that "She sneaks her way through the role like an expert, drawing audience hatred the way a magnet collects iron filings."[36] He also complimented the performances by Kapoor and Kumar.[36] Patcy N of Rediff.com noted the film's appeal to the general public, finding its subject matter "something different from the standard fare on offer". She also praised the music and choreography.[39] India Today film critic Anupama Chopra lauded Chopra's "impressive" performance, and deemed the film "good timepass".[40]

Sudhish Kamath[image: External link] of The Hindu commented that "though the first half of the movie is well-paced, the second half sags with the songs and twists forced into the plot to buy time", but stated that it was "passable with its slick production, a few funny lines, glam quotient and star appeal."[37] Subhash K. Jha criticised the film's "dishy digressions" and "peripheral sub-plots", rating it 2 out of 5 overall, but was impressed with the court scene, which he considered "splendid". He also found Chopra's performance to be a triumph, remarking: "A star is born! As the predatory social-climbing seductress who can go to any length to satiate her lust for life, Priyanka Chopra rocks the scene like never before." Jha believed that Kareena was miscast and seemed a little awkward in a non-glamorous role, but "comes into her own in the climactic courtroom sequence",[41] a sentiment echoed by Jitesh Pillai in his review for The Times of India. Pillai gave a rating of 3 out of 5 and noted that "it isn't drama that directors were striving for, yet the film works."[42]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	Bengal Film Journalists' Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[3]



	Filmfare Awards
	Best Supporting Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[3]

[43]



	Best Performance in a Negative Role
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won



	Global Indian Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Villain Female[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[44]



	International Indian Film Academy Awards
	Best Actress
	Kareena Kapoor
	Nominated
	[45]

[46]

[47]



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Paresh Rawal
	Nominated



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Himesh Reshamiya[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Lyricist[image: External link]
	Sameer[image: External link] (for song "Woh Tassavvur")
	Nominated



	Best Male Playback[image: External link]
	Udit Narayan[image: External link] (for song "Aankhen Bandh Karke")
	Nominated



	Best Female Playback[image: External link]
	Alka Yagnik[image: External link] (for song "Aankhen Bandh Karke")
	Nominated



	Best Story[image: External link]
	Shiraz Ahmed, Shyam Goel[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Hussain A. Burmawala
	Won



	Best Sound Recording[image: External link]
	Rakesh Rajan
	Won



	Best Sound Re-Recording[image: External link]
	Anup Dev
	Won



	Producers Guild Film Awards
	Best Actress in a Supporting Role
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[48]



	Screen Awards
	Best Actor in a Negative Role
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[43]



	Jodi No. 1[image: External link]
	Akshay Kumar, Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated



	Zee Cine Awards
	Best Actor in a Negative Role[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[49]



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Himesh Reshamiya[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Lyricist[image: External link]
	Sameer[image: External link]
	Nominated
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 Notes






	
^ The award was discontinued in 2008.


	
^ Examples include Shah Rukh Khan in 1993's Baazigar[image: External link], Arbaaz Khan in 1996's Daraar[image: External link], Akshay Kumar 2001's Ajnabee[image: External link] and Akshaye Khanna[image: External link] in 2002's Humraaz.[9]
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Krrish






Krrish ( [ˈkrɪʃ][image: External link]) is a 2006 Indian[image: External link] science fiction[image: External link] superhero film[image: External link] directed, produced, and written by Rakesh Roshan[image: External link], and starring Hrithik Roshan, Priyanka Chopra, Rekha and Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link]. It is the second film in the Krrish series[image: External link], being the sequel to Koi... Mil Gaya, and relates the story of Krishna, the son of the previous film's protagonists, who inherits his father's superhuman abilities. After falling in love with Priya, he follows her to Singapore, where he takes on the persona of "Krrish" to keep his identity secret while saving children from a burning circus. From that moment on he is regarded as a superhero, and must later thwart the plans of the evil Dr. Siddhant.

Krrish was conceived to be a film of global significance and a trendsetter in Indian cinema, with visual effects on par with those from Hollywood. To that end, the effects team was aided by Hollywood's Marc Kolbe and Craig Mumma, and the stunts were choreographed by Chinese martial arts film expert Tony Ching[image: External link]. The music was composed by Rajesh Roshan[image: External link], with the background score by Salim-Sulaiman[image: External link]. Filming was done to a large extent in Singapore as well as India.

The film was released worldwide on 23 June 2006 at a budget of ₹450 million and on 1000 prints, both near-record amounts for an Indian film at the time. Krrish received mixed reviews from critics in India, but got a record opening week at the box office. A blockbuster, Krrish grossed a worldwide total of ₹1.17 billion, becoming the second highest earning Indian film of 2006[image: External link].

Krrish was nominated for eight Filmfare Awards, including Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link] for Roshan, and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Rekha, winning three, including Best Special Effects[image: External link]. At the 2007 IIFA Awards[image: External link], the film received nine nominations and won three, with one being Best Actor[image: External link] for Roshan. It also won the National Film Award for Best Special Effects[image: External link]. The third film in the series, Krrish 3 was released in 2013.



TOP
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 Plot




The plot of the film connects with the predecessor. For more information on the predecessor's plot, see Koi... Mil Gaya[image: External link].

Five-year-old Krishna Mehra undergoes an intelligence quotient[image: External link] test by a professor, who suspects that he has superpowers. His grandmother Sonia (Rekha) takes the young Krishna to a remote mountain village to conceal his unique abilities. Years later, Krishna (Hrithik Roshan) meets Priya (Priyanka Chopra) and her friend Honey (Manini Mishra[image: External link]) when Krishna's friend Bahadur (Hemant Pandey[image: External link]) takes the girls' camping crew near his home to camp. Krishna saves Priya from a hang glider[image: External link] accident and falls in love with her when spending time with her.

After returning home to Singapore[image: External link], Priya and Honey are fired by their boss (Archana Puran Singh[image: External link]) for taking a non-permitted extension of 5-days in their vacation. In order to keep their jobs, Honey suggests her boss making a television program about Krishna. Aware of Krishna's love towards her, Priya calls him to join her in Singapore to ask her mother permission to marry her. Krishna's grandmother objects to this, saying that people will want to take advantage of his abilities. She then explains that his father Rohit was hired by Dr. Siddhant Arya (Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link]) to design a computer that could see the future in order to prevent wars and help prepare against natural disasters. However, Rohit later found out that the purpose of the computer was not for good and he destroyed the machine. Rohit reportedly died in a laboratory accident that night, with Krishna's mother dying of a broken heart shortly thereafter. Krishna promises his grandmother that he will never reveal his powers, so she permits him to go. In Singapore, during the program's production, Krishna keeps his word and reveals nothing exceptional about himself much to the disappointment of Honey and Priya, who get fired again.

Krishna later meets with kristian Li (Bin Xia), who attempts to raise funds to pay for his young sister's leg surgery. He invites Krishna and Priya to the Great Bombay Circus, where fire breaks out during the performance. Several children remain trapped in the blaze, and Krishna gets faced with the dilemma of saving the children without revealing his abilities. He dons a broken black mask and puts his jacket on inside-out, creating the persona of Krrish. Later, when Kristian Li sees Krrish fighting some goons and removing his mask, he discovers his friend Krishna as Krrish. As Krrish is being offered a reward for his deeds, Krishna asks Kristian to assume the identity, so that he can pay for his sister's surgery.

Meanwhile, Priya also comes to know that Krishna is Krrish when she sees the footage from her video camera. She and Honey decide to release the footage on TV to make Krishna a star. Krishna arrives and overhears them talking about how Priya had lied to him, and how they will reveal his identity. Just before Priya confesses to Honey that she has genuinely fallen in love with Krishna, he leaves, dejected.

After being confronted by Krishna at his hotel about what she said, Priya realises her mistake and stops her boss from revealing Krrish's identity. She then meets Vikram Sinha (Sharat Saxena[image: External link]), who has been searching for Krishna for years. He informs them that Krishna's father Rohit is still alive, and that after completing the machine, he and Rohit tested it and saw Siddhant holding a gun to Rohit's head. Rohit understood that Siddhant was going to kill him and then use the machine for his own selfish needs. He was able to destroy the machine, before being taken prisoner by Siddhant.

Meanwhile, in the present timeline, Siddhant has rebuilt the computer after many years. He uses it to reveal his future and sees Krrish killing him. Siddhant then kills Kristian, thinking that he is Krrish. Krishna later follows Siddhant to his island lair. When Siddhant looks into the future again, he sees the same thing, and is shocked to see Krrish still alive and on his island.

When Krrish enters the compound, there is a vicious fight with Siddhant's thugs. Krrish eventually defeats them and saves Priya and Rohit. However Vikram gets shot in the head by Siddhant. In the final scene, Krrish wounds Siddhant fatally. Before he dies, Siddhant asks Krrish who he is, and Krishna reveals himself. After revealing to Rohit that he is his son, Krishna takes Priya and his father back to India, reuniting him with Sonia. Rohit then uses his father's special computer to call Jadoo, whose spaceship can be seen from a distance.
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Hrithik Roshan as Krishna Mehra / Krrish[image: External link] and Rohit Mehra[image: External link]


	
Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link] as Dr. Siddhant Arya[image: External link], a megalomaniac[image: External link] scientist.

	
Priyanka Chopra as Priya[image: External link], Krishna's love interest.

	
Rekha as Sonia Mehra[image: External link], Krishna's grandmother and Rohit's mother.

	
Manini Mishra[image: External link] as Honey, Priya's friend and office partner.

	
Sharat Saxena[image: External link] as Vikram Sinha, Rohit's old friend and co-worker.

	
Archana Puran Singh[image: External link] as boss of Priya and Honey

	Bin Xia as Kristian Li, circus worker and fake portrayer of Krrish.

	
Hemant Pandey[image: External link] as Bahadur, local tourist guide and friend of Krishna.

	
Puneet Issar[image: External link] as Komal Singh, camp leader.



Additional minor parts were portrayed by: Akash Khurana[image: External link] as young Krishna's Catholic school principal, Kiran Juneja[image: External link] as Priya's mother, Yu Xuan as Kristian Li's little sister, and Preity Zinta as Rohit's wife Nisha[image: External link] in a flashback cameo.
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In November 2004, the Roshans confirmed he would produce a sequel to Koi... Mil Gaya (2003).[1][3] They announced that actors Hrithik Roshan and Rekha would return for the sequel, but that Preity Zinta would be replaced by Priyanka Chopra.[3] Chopra also confirmed the same, adding, "The story will start where Koi... Mil Gaya ended."[3] Rakesh Roshan[image: External link] hoped that the film would be remembered as the first to prove that the Indian film industry is equal to Hollywood.[4] He decided to push the story forward by focusing on the son of the previous films's protagonist, who would inherit his father's special abilities.[1] The story combined elements of Hindu religion and ancient Indian texts (the main character's name Krishna alludes to the Hindu Lord Krishna[image: External link]),[5] Chinese martial arts and Hollywood films to set itself up as a film of global significance.[6]

Rakesh Roshan wanted Krrish to be a trendsetter in Indian cinema, with visual effects on par with Hollywood films.[7] He hired Hollywood special effects experts Marc Kolbe and Craig Mumma, who had both previously worked on such films as Independence Day[image: External link], Godzilla[image: External link] and Sky Captain[image: External link], to help create the visual effects for the film.[8][9][10] Roshan also hired Hong Kong action director Tony Ching[image: External link] after admiring his work in Hero[image: External link]. Before production began, Hrithik Roshan went to China to train with Ching for the cable work that would be needed to make his character "fly".[11] A story board of the film was prepared and sent to Ching to help him develop the action sequences.[12]

Additional production credits include: Farah Khan – dance choreographer, Samir Chanda[image: External link] and Sham Kaushal – art directors, Baylon Fonesca and Nakul Kamte – sound, Nahush Pise – makeup artist, Sham Kaushal – assistant action director.[13]
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 Filming




Krrish was the first Indian film to be shot in Singapore under the Singapore Tourism Board's Film-in-Singapore subsidy scheme, and more than 60% of the film was shot there.[14] Shooting was accomplished on location over a span of two months, from September to November 2005.[15] Locations featured included the Singapore Zoo[image: External link], the Gateway building[image: External link], and the Singapore National Library[image: External link].[16] Another major filming location was Robinson Road[image: External link], where heavy rains caused production delays.[17] The Singapore police were on location to block roads and protect the filming equipment,[17] such as when the film's action scenes required two 250-foot high industrial cranes.[12] Author Audrey Yue noted that the film shoot benefited Singapore by leading to domestic and Indian film-induced tourism[image: External link].[14]

Filming also took place in Manali[image: External link] and Film City[image: External link] in Mumbai[image: External link].[18] During filming of a flying stunt, one of the wires that was tied to Hrithik Roshan broke, causing him to fall 50 feet, though he landed safely on a shop's canopy.[19] Hrithik described the incident as a "freak accident", stating, "I was skydiving to my death till I fell on a six-feet-long canopy of a shop that was out because of the slight drizzle. The canopy had iron rods. But I missed those rods too. What do I say? I guess the right word to describe the situation would be jadoo (magic)."[19] Roshan also suffered other injuries during the film's production. He tore the hamstring in his right leg during a circus scene, singed his hair while running through fire in another action scene, and broke his thumb and toe during strenuous training for the wirework.[20]

Indian firm Prasad EFX[image: External link] assigned a team of more than 100 VFX specialists to work with Marc Kolbe and Craig Mumma to create the visual effects for the film.[8][9][10] Included were sophisticated 3D modelling[image: External link] and computer animation[image: External link], including whole body scans, 3D replicas of vehicles, fire sequences, complicated wire removals and compositing[image: External link] work.[8] They prepared over 1,200 VFX shots, accounting for approximately 90 minutes of screen time.[7][21] Describing the effects, Rakesh Roshan stated, "If you liked the visual effects in Koi... Mil Gaya, you will find them far better in Krrish. I do not think audiences have seen anything like this in Hindi films."[22][23]
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 Soundtrack




The film's soundtrack, composed by Rajesh Roshan[image: External link], was released on 28 April 2006 by T-Series[image: External link].[25] Lyricists included Ibraheem Ashk, Nasir Faraaz, and Vijay Akela. Salim-Sulaiman[image: External link] provided the background score. It became the seventh best selling Bollywood soundtrack of the year.[26]



	Krrish Soundtrack – Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Singers
	Length



	1.
	"Pyar Ki Ek Kahani"
	Sonu Nigam[image: External link], Shreya Ghoshal[image: External link]
	6:28



	2.
	"Koi Tumsa Nahin"
	Sonu Nigam, Shreya Ghoshal
	6:15



	3.
	"Chori Chori Chupke Chupke"
	Udit Narayan[image: External link], Shreya Ghoshal
	6:28



	4.
	"Dil Na Diya"
	Kunal Ganjawala[image: External link]
	5:54



	5.
	"Main Hoon Woh Aasman"
	Rafaqat Ali Khan, Alka Yagnik[image: External link]
	6:40



	6.
	"Big Band Mix"
	Sonu Nigam, Shreya Ghoshal
	6:01



	7.
	"Mystic Love Mix"
	Rafaqat Ali Khan, Alka Yagnik
	5:12



	Total length:
	42:58




Critical reviews of the soundtrack were generally favourable, though some in the media called it a disappointment.[4] Joginder Tuteja of Bollywood Hungama gave the album a rating of 3.5 out of 5 stars, saying that it was "another good outing for Bollywood music lovers." He especially praised the songs "Chori Chori", "Koi Tumsa Nahi", and "Pyaar Ki Ek Kahani."[27] Sukanya Verma of Rediff gave a favourable review for the soundtracks's "catchy" songs. However, she felt that while the songs meshed with the film, "none of them bear the staying power of Rajesh Roshan's earlier soundtracks."[28] Shruti Bhasin of Planet Bollywood enjoyed the original songs, giving 8.5 out of 10 stars, but was disappointed with the remixes.[25] Dr Mandar V. Bichu of Gulf News said that it did not live up to the pre-release expectations.[29]
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The final budget of Krrish came to ₹450 million (US$7.0 million), which at the time was considered big-budget film by Bollywood standards.[1][30] The film was released on 23 June 2006 with 1,000 prints,[31] and in five languages simultaneously. It was the first Indian film to receive payments in advance for product placement, music, and international distribution rights.[32] There was also related merchandise offered for sale prior to the film's release to maximize profits. These included action figures, masks and other toys.[33][34] The film's DVD was released in Region 1[image: External link] on 18 August 2006, by Adlabs[image: External link].[35] On 21 August 2006, it was released for all regions by Filmkraft.[36] Adlabs also released a Blu-ray version.[37] After the success of Krrish, Rakesh Roshan announced that he would be making a sequel, tentatively titled Krrish 3. He confirmed that Hrithik Roshan and Priyanka Chopra would reprise their roles,[38] and that the main antagonist would be played by Vivek Oberoi[image: External link].[39]
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 India




Krrish received mixed reviews from critics in India.[40] Taran Adarsh of Bollywood Hungama believed that the film surpassed expectations, but felt that there were issues with pacing in first hour. Overall, he deemed Krrish to be "a terrifically exciting and compelling experience", and awarded the film 4.5 of 5 stars.[41] Nikhat Kazmi noted in The Times of India that while the superhero and action sequences were appealing, there were not enough of them. He was also not excited by the romantic parts, comparing them to a sightseeing tour, first in India and then in Singapore. He said that overall, this film lacks the fun of its predecessor.[42] On the other hand, Raja Sen said that Krrish was infinitely better than KMG, though ultimately it was all about Hrithik Roshan. Sen and Sukanya Verma, writing for Rediff, both gave the film 3 out of 5 stars, and both said that it was a good film for children. Sen summarised "So, is it a good superhero movie? No, but it's well-intentioned. It's a full-on kiddie movie, and while a lot of us might be scornful of Krrish, it's heartening to see fantasy officially entering mainstream Bollywood."[43] Verma agreed with other critics that it took too long for the action to get started, and said that a lot of attention was spent showing off Roshan's muscles. He summarised, "Krrish neither has the sleek aura nor the deep-rooted ideology of superheroes. What it does have is a super spirited performance from Hrithik Roshan, which is likely to appeal to children. And that's worth a three-star cheer."[44] Saibal Chatterjee wrote in the Hindustan Times that Krrish is a hackneyed, formulaic masala film, with special effects added on top, and hoped that this would not be the future of Bollywood.[45] Rajeev Masand of CNN-IBN condemned the screenplay and thought that the only thing that made the film watchable was the acting of Hrithik Roshan. He gave the film only 2 out of 5 stars, saying "Krrish is only an average film that could have been so much better if the makers had concentrated as hard on its story as they did on its action and stunts."[46]
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 Overseas




Overseas reviews were consistently positive.[47] The Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] aggregate rating is 100% "Fresh", based on 7 reviews, with an average rating of 7 out of 10.[48] Richard James Havis of The Hollywood Reporter stated, "This Bollywood epic crunches together romance, comedy, extraterrestrials, martial arts, dancing and action to tell an entertaining story about a reluctant Indian superhero" but said it may be "far too crazed for foreign viewers".[47] David Chute of LA Weekly[image: External link] deemed it a "hearty pulp cinema that really sticks to your ribs".[48] Likewise, Laura Kern of The New York Times said it was a blend of carefree romance, show-stopping action and sci-fi.[49] Ronnie Scheib of Variety said that it was an "enjoyable, daffily improbable escapist romp". He praised the action sequences as ingeniously choreographed, but very family-friendly.[50] Though Jaspreet Pandohar of BBC was critical of the script for being "low on originality", he praised Hrithik Roshan's performance and the action scenes.[51] Dr. P.V. Vaidyanathan, in a review for BBC Shropshire, said that the film's excellent special effects were as good as the best from Hollywood, praised Hritik's acting, but called the music mundane.[52]
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 Box office




Krrish had a good opening week,[53] and tickets were reportedly selling for many times the original cost at some locations.[54] Total gross collections were an Indian record of ₹416 million (US$6.5 million) (₹297 million (US$4.6 million) nett) for its opening week.[55] Krrish became the second-highest-grossing film of 2006, earning over ₹ 690 million nett in India alone, and was classified as a "Blockbuster" by Box Office India.[56] It also grossed $4,320,000 in the overseas market, where it was declared a "hit".[57] The final worldwide total gross was ₹1.17 billion (US$18 million).[2] One week after Krrish was released, another superhero film, Superman Returns[image: External link] was released in India. Rakesh Roshan stated, "I was a little skeptical that Superman might hurt me, but fortunately it didn't." In fact, Krrish fared better at the box office in India than Superman Returns did.[31]
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 Accolades




Krrish was one of India's possible nominations for the 2007 Academy Award for Best Foreign Film[image: External link], but the country ultimately chose Rang De Basanti[image: External link] as its pick.[58] Despite this, Krrish won numerous awards, including three Filmfare Awards—Best Special Effects[image: External link], Best Action[image: External link] and Best Background Score[image: External link]—and was nominated for the awards of Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link], Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], and Best Villain[image: External link].[59][60] At the 2007 IIFA Awards[image: External link], Krrish received awards for Best Actor[image: External link],[61][62] Best Action[image: External link], and Best Special Effects[image: External link].[63] Rakesh Roshan won the Creative Person of the Year title. Additionally the film was nominated in the following categories at the ceremony: Best Director, Best Story, and Best Music Direction.[64][65][66]

Hrithik Roshan won other acting awards that year, including the Star Screen Award Best Actor[image: External link],[67] Zee Cine Award for Best Actor – Male[image: External link],[68] BFJA – Best Actor Award (Hindi)[image: External link][69] and GIFA Best Actor[image: External link].[70] The film's special effects won the National Film Award for Best Special Effects[image: External link].[71] The film also took Best Picture honours at the Matri Shree Media Awards[image: External link].[72]

In a showing of the film's popularity with children, Krrish swept the major film categories at the Pogo[image: External link] Amazing Kid's Awards, which are voted on by children across India. Winners were: Hrithik Roshan (Most Amazing Actor — Male), Priyanka Chopra (Most Amazing Actor — Female), Krrish (Most Amazing Film), Special Effects in Krrish (Most Amazing Moment in a film).[73]
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	Science fiction films in India[image: External link]
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Don (2006 Hindi film)






Don (also known as Don – The Chase Begins Again) is a 2006 Indian action[image: External link]-thriller film[image: External link] directed by Farhan Akhtar. The film was produced by Ritesh Sidhwani[image: External link] and Akhtar's production company Excel Entertainment[image: External link]. The film stars Shah Rukh Khan and Priyanka Chopra, with Arjun Rampal, Boman Irani[image: External link], Isha Koppikar[image: External link], and Om Puri[image: External link] appearing in supporting roles. Don is a remake of the 1978 film of the same name, and follows the titular criminal[image: External link]'s look-alike who has been sent on a clandestine mission to impersonate Don after he is wounded in a chase, and to infiltrate the plans of the drug mafia. The soundtrack[image: External link] was composed by Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy[image: External link], with lyrics by Javed Akhtar[image: External link].

In remaking the film from a new perspective, Akhtar wanted to give a contemporary style and treatment to the original film and make a film that he believed would be perfectly suited to modern times. The director later bought the rights and conceived his adaptation as an homage[image: External link] to the original film and its cast and crew, and to the 1970s era in general. He co-wrote the screenplay with his father, Javed Akhtar, who had also written the original script with Salim Khan[image: External link]. He kept the basic plot but introduced some changes that included an international setting and a different ending. Principal photography[image: External link] commenced in Mumbai[image: External link], before moving to Malaysia[image: External link], where 80% of the filming was done.

The film was released on 20 October 2006, coinciding with the Diwali[image: External link] festive season. The film was generally well received by film critics, with praise directed towards Chopra's performance, action sequences, music, production design and cinematography. A major commercial success, Don grossed over ₹1.06 billion at the box office against a budget of ₹380 million and was the fifth highest-grossing Indian film of 2006[image: External link]. It was awarded Best Asian Film at the Neuchâtel International Fantastic Film Festival[image: External link]. The film was also nominated for nine awards at the 52nd Filmfare Awards, including nominations for Best Film[image: External link] and Best Actor[image: External link] for Khan. A sequel entitled Don 2 was released on 23 December 2011.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plot




The illegal drug trade based in Kuala Lumpur is booming. A team headed by Deputy Commissioner of Police De Silva (Boman Irani[image: External link]) is sent to the city to target the operations of Singhania (Rajesh Khattar[image: External link]) and capture his manager, " Don[image: External link]" (Shah Rukh Khan). Singhania is one of the two lieutenants of a deceased kingpin; the other is Vardhan, whose whereabouts are unknown.

After Ramesh (Diwakar Pundir[image: External link]), one of Don's close associates, decides to leave the gang, Don kills him. Later, Ramesh's fiancée Kamini (Kareena Kapoor) decides to help the police, but she is also killed. Planning to avenge her brother and his fiancée, Roma (Priyanka Chopra) infiltrates Don's gang. Don is injured and falls into a coma while trying to flee from the police. De Silva finds a look-alike named Vijay (Shah Rukh Khan) and asks him to join his mission so the police can get close to Singhania. Vijay agrees when De Silva promises to admit Deepu (Tanay Chheda[image: External link]), a boy Vijay looks after, to a school in Kuala Lumpur. Meanwhile, Jasjit (Arjun Rampal), Deepu's father, just released from prison, plans to kill De Silva to avenge his own wife's death.

Vijay is admitted to hospital, where Dr. Ashok Gilwani gives him scars identical to Don's. When Don suddenly dies, the masquerade begins. Vijay, as Don, joins the gang in Kuala Lumpur. De Silva asks Vijay to find a computer disc containing details about the cartel and bring it to him. When Vijay finds it, Roma attempts to kill him, but De Silva tells her about his plan, and she agrees to help him. Vijay hands over the disc to De Silva. When De Silva murders Singhania, the police arrive and arrest Vijay. De Silva is killed in the shoot-out, which is unfortunate for Vijay because De Silva was the only person who could prove that he is not the real Don. Having discovered his true identity, Don's associates turn against Vijay and the group engage in a fight. Don escapes and reconciles with Roma to recover the disc and prove his innocence.

Meanwhile, Jasjit enters De Silva's apartment to wait for him and finds the disc. He receives a phone call saying that if he wants to see his son again, he will have to bring the disc to the men who are holding Deepu hostage. When he meets them, he learns that De Silva has been alive all along and is actually Vardhan, who was using Vijay to get close to his competitor. Later, Jasjit engage in a combat with Vijay but Deepu interrupts him, telling him about Vijay, who has been his guardian in Jasjit's absence. Jasjit teams up with Vijay and Roma and shares information about Vardhan's real identity. They come up with a plan. Jasjit arranges a meeting with Vardhan, but the trio have informed the Interpol[image: External link].

In a combat, Vijay overpowers Vardhan and is about to kill him but is interrupted by Inspector Vishal Malik (Om Puri[image: External link]), who pleads with him to leave Vardhan, who is later arrested. Vijay is acquitted, and Roma confesses her love for Vijay when is about to be taken to the hospital. After Vijay calls Roma a "Junglee Billi" ("Wildcat") and the van takes Vijay away, a baffled Roma realise that he is actually Don as he had given her that nickname and informs Malik.

It is revealed that the real Don was alive, and was pretending to be Vijay the whole time. While in the hospital, Don had recovered quickly from his injuries, and had overheard Vardhan/De Silva's conversation with Vijay. After Vijay's operation, Don had gotten up from the room at a moment when Vardhan and Dr. Ashok were absent and gone to the room where Vijay lay. He had switched places with Vijay and taken Vijay off life support, causing him to die. It is also revealed that the disc Don had given to the police was fake. Now, with both Vardhan and Singhania removed from his path, Don becomes the master of the entire Asian drug dealing ring. Don reconnects with Anita (Isha Koppikar[image: External link]) at the airport and says half of his popular dialogue, "Don Ko Pakadna Mushil Hi Nahi...." as the screen cuts to black.
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 Cast




The cast is listed below:[3][4]


	
Shah Rukh Khan as Don[image: External link]/Vijay

	
Priyanka Chopra as Roma

	
Arjun Rampal as Jasjeet Ahuja

	
Boman Irani[image: External link] as DCP De Silva, alias Vardhan

	
Isha Koppikar[image: External link] as Anita

	
Om Puri[image: External link] as Inspector Vishal Malik

	
Pawan Malhotra[image: External link] as Narang

	
Rajesh Khattar[image: External link] as Singhania

	
Tanay Chheda[image: External link] as Deepu

	
Satyajit Sharma[image: External link] as Mystery man

	
Chunky Pandey[image: External link] as Teja

	
Sushma Reddy[image: External link] as Geeta

	
Diwakar Pundir[image: External link] as Ramesh

	
Kareena Kapoor as Kamini
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Farhan Akhtar conceived the idea to remake the iconic 1978 film of the same name after listening to a remixed version of a song from the original film.[5] In early 2005, media started reporting that Akhtar was planning to remake the film, but rather than confirming the news, he revealed that though he was writing the screenplay based on the film, he would take the final decision after completing the script.[6] The director co-wrote the film with his father, Javed Akhtar[image: External link], who had also written the original film with Salim Khan[image: External link].[6][7]

Akhtar revealed that the reason behind the remake was a desire to give a new treatment to "a fantastic film which he enjoyed watching as a child", and create an adaptation that he thought would suit modern times.[7] He found the film little ahead of its time. And, he thought so because of the narration, dialogue and the writing style, which he thought was very modern even for its time. Akhtar said "Don is the one film from that time that in my mind lends itself to being remade today. So today, when you adapt it, it fits very easily into a contemporary space. I think it fits into the modern sensibility of movie viewing."[7][8] Additionally, he wanted to pay tribute to the stars and makers of the original film, the 1970s era in general, and the films made by Salim-Javed[image: External link] and Amitabh Bachchan.[7][9]

In order to suit the modern sensibility, several changes were introduced. Akhtar changed a number of aspects of the climax as he felt the original ending was outdated for today's audiences.[10] On the other hand, a number of elements from the original were retained in the new film, notably the background score, two songs, some dialogue, and some situations, all of which Akhtar believed were fine in the original, saying that not including them would be a crime.[7]
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Akhtar initially wanted Hrithik Roshan for the titular character[image: External link], after having worked with him on their previous film Lakshya[image: External link] (2004).[11] However, Akhtar felt that the character required a more mature actor, saying he wanted "a face that had seen the world and roughed it out". The director said that Roshan's innocence was not right for the role, and instead cast Shah Rukh Khan for the part that had been portrayed by Amitabh Bachchan in the 1978 film.[6][11] Akhtar believed that Khan was the most suitable for the role, saying, "He has the personality, the style, the flair, the larger than life persona, the sense of humour and the sheer magnetism that this character requires".[10]

In July 2005 Priyanka Chopra was cast to play Roma, a role originally played by Zeenat Aman.[12] Akhtar found Chopra to be perfect for the role, saying, "There is a docile sensuality about her which suits the character". When he offered the role to her, she was excited to play the character and immediately agreed to do the film.[11] Later that month Arjun Rampal and Isha Koppikar[image: External link] joined the cast.[13] While Rampal was cast as Jasjit, played by Pran[image: External link] in the original, after Akshay Kumar turned down the role for being secondary, Kopikar was cast in a completely new role that was not in the original film.[13][14] In August 2005 Kareena Kapoor was confirmed to appear in the song "Yeh Mera Dil", which had been performed by Helen in the original film.[15]

Khan, Chopra, and Rampal underwent extensive martial arts[image: External link] training from an expert from the Shaolin Temple[image: External link].[5] The principal cast received training in different kinds of martial arts.[16] Khan revealed that he had always wanted to look the way Amitabh Bachchan had in his films, but he said he gave his own interpretation to the role.[11] After signing to do the film, Chopra was very excited, but a few days later, she became nervous, wondering if she would be able to do justice to the character.[17] Having seen the original film as a teenager, Chopra avoided watching the film again as she did not wanted to imitate Zeenat Aman's portrayal of Roma. She made a conscious effort to give her own look and style to the character.[17][18]

This was Chopra's first action role, and she was excited to the part, so she wanted to do all the stunts by herself.[17] After Chopra decided to perform her own stunts, Akhtar revealed that he was happy as it gave him the scope to film the fight sequences from different angles.[7] Rampal, in the role of Jasjit, said that he approached his character in a way similar to how Pran had played it in the original but with an emotional graph. Boman Irani[image: External link], who plays DCP De Silva, a role performed by Iftekhar[image: External link] in the original film, revealed that he played the role according to what suited the script, but retained some of the dignity from that film.[19]
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Principal photography[image: External link] commenced in February 2006 in central Mumbai[image: External link].[20][21] Art direction[image: External link] was handled by Aradhana Seth, and the costumes were designed by Aki Narula[image: External link].[3] Akhtar chose K. U. Mohanan[image: External link] to handle the cinematography after having been impressed by his work in documentaries and commercials. This was Mohanan's first Hindi film as a film cinematographer.[22] To give an authentic feel to the film, scenes were shot on a closed set in actual chawls[image: External link] in real locations.[21] The film was also shot at Film City[image: External link] and Yash Raj Studios[image: External link].[3] Some filming was done in Paris[image: External link] in March over a three-day schedule.[23]

The filming moved to Kuala Lumpur[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], in April 2006 where the majority of the film was shot. 80% of the filming was done in Kuala Lumpur and Langkawi[image: External link].[24] In Malaysia, filming was done over the course of seventy days at 42 locations including KLCC[image: External link], Kampung Baru[image: External link], and Penchala Link[image: External link], and included more than thousand extras, all of whom were selected following auditions. Additional filming was done in Singapore[image: External link].[24][25] Apparently, the former Prime Minister of Malaysia Mahathir Mohamad[image: External link], who had previously declined even Hollywood films to be filmed in the Petronas Towers[image: External link], gave his permission for the crew to film inside his personal office in the Towers.[26] For a scene depicting a media ambush, several real-life journalists from India and Malaysia were hired.[27]

The song "Yeh Mera Dil" was choreographed by Farah Khan.[24] Veteran choreographer Saroj Khan[image: External link] agreed to choreograph the new version of the popular song "Khaike Paan Banaras Waala", which had been choreographed by her mentor P L Raj[image: External link] in the original film.[24][28] The song was filmed in Malaysia on 13 May 2006 with Khan and Chopra.[24] The dancing for other songs was choreographed by Prabhu Deva[image: External link], Ganesh Hegde[image: External link], and Rajeev Surti.[3] Hollywood technician Angelo Sahin, the special Effects[image: External link] supervisor behind Mission Impossible[image: External link] (2000), and aerial stunt co-ordinator Joe Jennings, known for his work in films such as Charlie's Angels[image: External link] (2000), were hired for the action sequences.[29]
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Main article: Don (soundtrack)[image: External link]


The soundtrack was composed by Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy[image: External link], with lyrics written by Javed Akhtar. The album contains eight songs: three original, two remakes of from the original film, a theme, a reprisal, and a remix of one of the three new songs.[30] The vocals were performed by Shaan[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link], Shankar Mahadevan[image: External link], Alisha Chinai[image: External link], Mahalakshmi Iyer[image: External link], Sonu Nigam[image: External link], and MIDIval Punditz[image: External link]. It was released on 26 August 2006 by T-Series[image: External link].[30][31]

The soundtrack received favourable reviews from music critics, who praised "Aaj Ki Raat[image: External link]", calling it "innovative" and the best song on the album. The recreation of songs from the original film, "Ye Mera Dil" and "Khaike Paan Banaraswala", received mixed comments. Joginder Tuteja from Bollywood Hungama gave the album a 4 out of 5, noting its success at surprising its listener, and wrote "Shankar Ehsaan Loy do exceedingly well with the soundtrack and establish their supremacy as the composer trio who can give their own even while rearranging the songs from the past."[32] Planet Bollywood gave a rating of 6.5 out of 10, praising its lyrics and vocals, and termed "Aaj Ki Raat" as "the best song in the entire soundtrack".[30] Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com was less impressed with the album, calling it "Snazzy, good mix" and writing "This lavish enterprise has a little bit of everything. An eclectic mix of old, new and everything in between; Don is an unusual presentation of old wine in new bottle."[33]

The Don soundtrack album was the first Indian soundtrack to be released on iTunes[image: External link] on the same day of its launch or before the public release of physical copies.[34] The music topped charts on a number of platforms in India.[35] It was one of the best-selling Bollywood soundtracks of the year, with 1.5 million units sold according to Box Office India.[36] The song "Aaj Ki Raat" was used by A. R. Rahman[image: External link] in his Grammy[image: External link] and Academy Award–winning[image: External link] soundtrack Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link] (2008).[37]
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 Release




Being a remake of an iconic film, and the starcast involved, Don was one of the most anticipated films of the year. The first look poster was released in late April 2006, which according to the media hinted at the kind of adaptation the film was going to be.[38] This was followed by another poster in late July 2006, which also revealed the release date of the film.[39] Following the poster reveals, the theatrical trailer was released in mid-September. Bollywood Hungama deemed it promising, writing that the "trendy accessories, sleek gadgets, lavish settings, expensive wardrobe and deadly action scenes build the framework of the new Don."[40] To promote the film, the filmmakers teamed up with Hungama Digital Media Entertainment[image: External link] to launch a Mobile game[image: External link] based on the film. It was the first Multiplayer online game[image: External link] launched for any Bollywood film.[41] The filmmakers also launched popcorn holders of Don before the release film. An 80-page comic book was published and copies were given for free in multiplexes along with the tickets of the film.[42]

In December 2005 UTV[image: External link] acquired the overseas rights of the film.[43] Made on a budget of ₹380 million, Don was released worldwide on 20 October 2006 in 800 screens during the Diwali[image: External link] festive season, clashing with another high-profile Bollywood film Jaan-E-Mann[image: External link].[2][44] The film opened to excellent to very good response at the domestic box office, with an occupancy of 90 percent.[45] After a first day opening of ₹46 million, the film grossed ₹141 million on its opening weekend.[2] It also received a good opening in overseas markets with an opening weekend of over $2.2 million.[2] On its opening weekend, the film grossed over ₹302 million worldwide.[2] After its first week, the film took in more than ₹244 million in India.[2] The film grossed $1.1 million in its first week in UK, while the total overseas first week earnings were more than $4.1 million.[2][46] The film grossed ₹529 million worldwide at the end of first week.[2] The film had a very good hold in its second week, and performed extremely well, even better than that week's new release and collections increased in several centres, with setting new second week highs.[47] After its theatrical run, the film grossed over ₹7100 million in India, becoming the fifth highest-grossing Indian film of 2006[image: External link], and was deemed a "hit".[48] It also grossed over $7.8 million in the overseas territories and was declared a blockbuster.[49] Worldwide, the film grossed over ₹1.06 billion (US$16 million) and was a major commercial success.[2]

Distributed by T-series Home Entertainment domestically and Internationally by UTV, the film was released on DVDs[image: External link] on 5 December 2006 across all regions in a two-disc Collector's Edition pack in NTSC[image: External link] format, with several bonus content such as making of the film, bloopers, trailers, deleted scenes, and clap track.[50][51] It also included a "Don Comic Book".[50] A steel case limited edition DVD was released in January 2007 with the same bonus features.[51] The VCD[image: External link] version was released at the same time.[52] A single-disc DVD pack was also released later.[53] The Blu-ray[image: External link] version was released on 27 April 2011.[54]
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 Critical reception




Upon release, Don was generally well received by critics. Mayank Shekhar from Mumbai Mirror[image: External link] gave the film a rating of 4 out of 5 and wrote, "The former was a character-driven, intimate film, albeit a fairly slick thriller, mostly for its screenplay. The latter is a most updated Indian film of the action genre that always calculably concentrates on the new twists, and the turning points, both of which mostly seem cleverer than contrived; ably fitting pieces, the known characters, into a new domino."[55] Raja Sen of Rediff.com gave a mixed review, saying that the film was "conventional and predictable", and complained that the director did not develop his characters. However, Sen was impressed by Chopra's performance, calling it "film's biggest surprise", and wrote, "Stepping into Zeenat Aman's shoes is a tough task, but she doesn't really waste time pretending to be the stunner's successor. Chopra handles her role with efficiency, looking every bit the competent woman of action – and a ravishing babe who fills out a skintight white jumpsuit deliciously. Roma is a hard part to play, but Priyanka has a no-nonsense air about her throughout the film. This is an actress willing to push herself, and has definite potential for screen magic. Not to mention a great smile."[56]

Pratim D. Gupta of The Telegraph gave the film a positive review, noting that the director turned a formula "good defeats bad" film into a modern-day neo-noir[image: External link] film where "bad fights bad", and wrote, "The new Don is more of a remix than remake with the scratchy edges smoothened out with grunge grooves and blistering beats. Farhan changes the backdrop and the background and yet manages to keep the original sequences and lines."[5] Gupta also praised the acting, "eye-catching locations", cinematography, and production design, and thought that the "breathtaking chase and action sequences" broke new grounds on Indian screens.[5] Bollywood Hungama's Taran Adarsh rated the film a 3 out of 5, praising the performances of the lead actors and writing "Shah Rukh Khan does very well as Don. He enacts the evil character with flourish. But he fails to carry off the other role [Vijay] with conviction. It looks made up, it doesn't come natural to him at all. Priyanka Chopra carries off her part with 'lan. The stunt [when she rescues Khan] is bound to win her laurels."[57]

Planet Bollywood gave a rating of a 7 out of 10, particularly praising the twist ending[image: External link], and wrote, "The Don of the 21st century is stylish with flaws, yet, you do enjoy the experience of watching it in the cinema."[58] While labelling the film a "disappointment", film critic Sukanya Verma questioned Akhtar's decision behind remaking such an important film.[59] She further criticised Akhtar for taking a fairly simple but engaging storyline, strangling it mercilessly, and turning it into a shockingly unimaginative adaptation.[59] Verma also found Khan to be inconsistent in the dual roles; however, she praised Chopra's portrayal of Roma, and wrote, "The seriousness with which Priyanka Chopra plays Roma is rather notable. She is a picture of restrained toughness and bubbling seduction."[59] Giving a 1 out of 5, film critic Rajeev Masand panned the film, terming it an exercise in indulgence, and wrote, "Spiffily shot and stylishly packaged, the new Don may wear a new look, but what it's clearly lacking is the raw energy, the unpredictability of Chandra Barot[image: External link]'s original thriller."[60]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	Asian Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Shah Rukh Khan
	Nominated
	[61]



	Filmfare Awards
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Don
	Nominated
	[62]



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Shah Rukh Khan
	Nominated



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction[image: External link]
	Aradhana Seth
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Mohanan
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Aki Narula[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Choreography[image: External link]
	Ganesh Acharya[image: External link] (for song "Main Hoon Don")
	Nominated



	Best Action[image: External link]
	Angelo Samn
	Nominated



	Best Special Effects[image: External link]
	Red Chillies VFX
	Nominated



	IIFA Awards
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Shah Rukh Khan
	Nominated
	[63]



	Neuchâtel International Fantastic Film Festival[image: External link]
	Best Asian Film
	Don
	Won
	[64]
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 Sequel




Main article: Don 2


A sequel entitled Don 2, also directed by Akhtar, was released on 23 December 2011. Khan, Chopra, Irani, and Puri reprise their roles as Don, Roma, De Silva alias Vardhan, and Malik, respectively.[65]
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Fashion (2008 film)






Fashion is a 2008 Indian drama film[image: External link] directed and co-produced by Madhur Bhandarkar. The film's screenplay was co-written by Ajay Monga[image: External link], Bhandarkar and Anuraadha Tewari[image: External link], and principal photography occurred in Mumbai[image: External link] and Chandigarh. Its music was composed by Salim-Sulaiman[image: External link] and the songs' lyrics were written by Irfan Siddiqui and Sandeep Nath.

The film features Priyanka Chopra in the lead role as Meghna Mathur, an aspiring fashion model; it follows her transformation from small-town girl to supermodel, the Indian fashion industry and the careers of several other models. Fashion also explores feminism and female power in Indian fashion. The film also stars Kangana Ranaut, Mugdha Godse[image: External link], Arjan Bajwa[image: External link] and Arbaaz Khan in supporting roles. The cast also features several professional fashion models playing themselves.

Development of the film began in 2006. The film's budget was ₹180 million (US$2.8 million); it opened on 29 October 2008 to positive reviews. Critics praised its screenplay, cinematography, music, direction and performances. It collected ₹600 million (US$9.3 million) at the box office and was commercially successful despite being a women-centric film with no male lead. Fashion was nominated for several awards. At the 54th Filmfare Awards, the film received seven nominations including Best Director[image: External link] and won two awards; Best Actress award for Chopra and Best Supporting Actress award for Ranaut. It also won Best Actress award for Chopra and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] award for Ranaut at the 56th National Film Awards. Several publications listed Fashion as one of the "best women-centric films in Bollywood".[4][5]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plot




Aspiring model Meghna Mathur (Priyanka Chopra) wants to go to Mumbai and become a supermodel. Against her father's wishes, Meghna leaves her home to find success in the modelling world. Meghna meets an old acquaintance, Rohit (Ashwin Mushran[image: External link])—a gay, aspiring designer who assists Vinay Khosla (Harsh Chhaya[image: External link]). Meghna experiences difficulties during her early days; she auditions several times and is rejected. Meghna meets and befriends another struggling model, Maanav (Arjan Bajwa[image: External link]).

At Rahul Arora's (Samir Soni[image: External link]) fashion show, Meghna meets supermodel Shonali Gujral (Kangana Ranaut) and is ridiculed by the show's choreographer, Christine, and told to have her portfolio photographed by Kartik (Rohit Roy[image: External link]). To afford Kartik's fees, Meghna shoots a lingerie advertisement; she is mentored by another aspiring model, Janet (Mugdha Godse[image: External link]). Meghna's lingerie photos appear on the cover of a magazine; her relatives in Mumbai see the cover and ask her to leave the house. She moves into an apartment with Maanav. Meghna is noticed by Anisha Roy (Kitu Gidwani[image: External link]), an executive at Panache, a major modeling agency. Anisha introduces her to her superior, Abhijit Sarin (Arbaaz Khan), who is impressed by Meghna's ambition and confidence. Panache's top model is Shonali, but her drug abuse becomes problematic. Abhijit includes Meghna in a fashion show organised by Vinay Khosla, but is replaced after a misunderstanding. Abhijit consoles her, and decides to replace Shonali with Meghna as Panache's new top model.

Meghna becomes an overnight success, ends her relationship with Maanav and begins an affair with Abhijit. Meanwhile, Janet goes to work for designer Rahul Arora. Rahul's mother becomes increasingly concerned about his sexual orientation so he asks Janet to marry him. Shonali's drug abuse worsens and she attends a rehabilitation clinic. Meghna pays the price of her increasing fame by losing her close friends due to her changed attitude towards them. She becomes pregnant with Abhijit's child, and reluctantly has an abortion due to conditions in her contract. After realizing that she was deceived in her relationship, Meghna tells Abhijit's wife about their relationship, and Abhijit ends Meghna's contract with Panache. Upset at the turn of events, Meghna descends into alcoholism; at a rave party she uses cocaine and unwittingly has a one-night stand. When sober, she feels guilty and returns to her parents in Chandigarh.

Broken and depressed, Meghna lives in Chandigarh for over a year. Her father encourages her to return to Mumbai; Meghna rekindles her friendship with Janet and models for Rohit's show, where she freezes on the ramp after seeing the lights and cameras. She visits Maanav (now an established model) to apologize and learns that he is engaged. Shonali appears on television as a mentally ill, homeless alcoholic; Meghna takes her in and tries to rehabilitate her. Meghna accepts an offer from Rahul to model, but a day before the show Shonali vanishes. Just before Meghna walks the ramp, she receives a call from the police telling her that Shonali is dead from a drug overdose. Meghna freezes; overcoming her grief, she walks the ramp, reviving her career and restoring her self-confidence. Meghna gives up drinking and smoking, and as the film closes she walks the ramp in Paris[image: External link].
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 Cast





	
Priyanka Chopra as Meghna Mathur, a small-town girl who becomes a successful model

	
Kangana Ranaut as Shonali Gujral, a successful model who experiences a downfall

	
Mugdha Godse[image: External link] as Janet Sequeira, a model

	
Arjan Bajwa[image: External link] as Maanav, a struggling model who eventually becomes an established model

	
Samir Soni[image: External link] as Rahul Arora, a designer

	
Ashwin Mushran[image: External link] as Rohit Khanna, an aspiring designer

	
Kitu Gidwani[image: External link] as Anisha Roy, head of modelling agency Panache

	
Arbaaz Khan as Abhijit Sarin, a fashion tycoon

	
Suchitra Pillai-Malik[image: External link] as Avantika Sarin, wife of Abhijit Sarin

	
Rohit Roy[image: External link] as Kartik Suri, a photographer

	
Raj Babbar[image: External link] as Meghna's father

	
Kiran Juneja[image: External link] as Meghna's mother

	
Chitrashi Rawat[image: External link] as Shomu

	
Manini Mishra[image: External link] as Sheena Bajaj

	
Harsh Chhaya[image: External link] as Vinay Khosla

	
Konkona Sen Sharma (cameo) as herself

	
Ranvir Shorey[image: External link] (cameo) as himself

	
Wendell Rodricks[image: External link] (cameo) as himself

	
Manish Malhotra[image: External link] (cameo) himself

	
Karan Johar (cameo) as himself

	
Madhur Bhandarkar (cameo) as himself

	
Diandra Soares[image: External link] (cameo) as herself

	
Pooja Chopra[image: External link] (cameo) as herself

	
Kanishtha Dhankhar[image: External link] (cameo) as herself

	
Aanchal Kumar[image: External link] (cameo) as herself

	Usha Bachchani as Sheetal

	
Rakshanda Khan[image: External link] (cameo) as a reporter

	Rohit Verma as Viren (special appearance)

	
Atul Kasbekar[image: External link] (Cameo) as a photographer
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 Production
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 Development




In a 2006 interview with CNN-IBN, Madhur Bhandarkar said that he was preparing to make a film about the fashion industry; he thought the lack of Indian films on this subject prompted him to do so.[6] He said he was fascinated with the industry, the models and their lives outside the ramp walks, saying "I was amazed at the overwhelming attention given to the fashion Industry by the media and the public. I thought the idea of delving deep into the fashion world was very interesting and intriguing."[2][7] He was excited about depicting the people behind the ramp because most people are unfamiliar with the fashion world.[7]

Bhandarkar, who is known for studying his subject matter to make his films as realistic as possible, researched the fashion industry for nearly eight months, attending fashion events and shows.[6][7] He spoke with designers, buyers, choreographers and models.[8][9][10] Several media publications reported that the film was inspired by the lives of fashion models such as Shivani Kapur, Geetanjali Nagpal, Kate Moss[image: External link] and Alicia Raut; however, Bhandarkar stated that the story is fictional and does not resemble anyone's life.[2][11] The media also reported that the film revolved around two homosexual fashion designers; Bhandarkar denied these rumours, saying the film did not revolve around male characters but had female protagonists.[12]
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 Casting and characters




Casting began in October 2007, when Priyanka Chopra signed to play the lead role in the film.[13] Chopra initially refused the role, feeling she would not be able to do it justice. Six months later, she agreed to appear in the film because of Bhandarkar's confidence in her.[14] The media reported that Chopra was unhappy with the first draft of the film and wanted script changes before signing the film. Bhandarkar was also unhappy with the first draft and agreed to rewrite the script.[8] Kangana Ranaut was cast as the film's second lead; she was pleased with the script and found it challenging, interesting and exciting.[15][16] In December 2007, Arbaaz Khan and Arjan Bajwa were cast opposite Chopra.[17][18] After confirming the principal cast, the media reported that Bhandarkar was having difficulty casting the male roles, including that of a homosexual clothing designer.[19] Samir Soni and Harsh Chhaya were cast as the homosexual designers,[20] and model Mugdha Godse was cast in a supporting role.[21] According to Godse, Bhandarkar offered her a part when they were shooting a jewellery advertisement; a year later, she agreed to appear in the film.[22] The Hindustan Times said that several models and designers played themselves, giving the film the appearance of a documentary.[23][24]

Chopra said she studied method acting to make her character seem real.[14] The actress said that her character is determined and added, "While her father wants her to become an accountant she aspires to become the leading model in fashion industry".[25] Addressing rumours that the film was an exposé of the fashion industry, she said, "It is nothing like that. Whatever problems that come up to my character in the film are not because of the profession but because of the choices that my character makes in her life".[25] Ranaut said, "In this script my character is such that you get to express you emotions, emotions that you have never delivered before in front of the camera. So when I heard the script, it was something new and much more challenging, more interesting and exciting."[16] Godse said that she accepted her role in the film because she identified with her character, Janet Sequira, whom she described as "outgoing, vibrant, bold and outspoken".[22] Arjan Bajwa described his character, an aspiring fashion model, as uncompromising, achieving success in his own way.[26] Samir Soni found his role as a closeted fashion designer very challenging, requiring research to flesh out the character and his personality. Soni's greatest challenge was to avoid a stereotypical homosexual character, instead subtly expressing his sexuality in his personality and relationships with the film's other characters.[27]
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 Styling




Rita Dhody and Narendra Kumar were chosen to style the film's characters.[28] Dhody said it took nearly two months for UTV and Bhandarkar to persuade her to help design the film; she found the job challenging because she had to make everything as authentic as possible.[29] Chopra had to wear 137 costumes in the film because her character passed through five phases.[14][14][30] Initially, she was a "hep" character with brightly coloured, matching attire. Her make-up becomes lighter as she becomes a model and later a supermodel. When her career falters, Chopra's look becomes softer, demonstrating her character's lack of concern about her appearance before she returns to Mumbai.[30] According to Dhody, Chopra's look is "very contemporary and a very much today's look, but my idea was to streamline and take it to the classic side [rather] than making it trend-based".[30]

Ranaut's character was designed to make audiences feel sympathy for her.[30] Dhody gave her short dresses with low necklines, conveying the image of a supermodel comfortable with her body; during her low phase, she is shown in long T-shirts.[30]

Godse, whose character is a failed model, has a carefree look. Dhody said, "Godse's look in the film is a fusion of rock and a grunge to give her the survivor look as a B-grade model, making her more chic and glamorous."[30] She wears low-waisted trousers, chains and ankle boots. Details of jewellery, clothes, colour and accessories outline the characters; everything had to be sychronised and complement each other to create an authentic look.[30] Dhody said, "We didn't try to sensationalise it by making it more bling- or costume-based. I had to restrain myself from going overboard due to Bhandarkar's reservations".[30] The film's narrative included 11 character-based ramp shows.[30]
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 Filming




Principal photography commenced in December 2007,[8] and the film was shot extensively in Mumbai.[31] The scene with Ranaut's wardrobe malfunction during a ramp walk was filmed in late January 2008 at Mehboob Studios[image: External link], Bandra[image: External link]. While filming the scene, only essential cast and crew members—included Bhandarkar and his cinematographer—were present; according to Bhandarkar, it was a sensitive scene and a sensitive issue.[32] Chopra had to gain 6 kilograms (13 lb) as a girl from the Punjab, and then lose it as a model; she had five "looks" in the film, connoting the phases through which her character passes.[14] Although the media spread rumours that Chopra was starving herself to reduce her weight to that of a supermodel, she said that her appearance was achieved with two months of training and a disciplined diet.[33] The film's climactic scene in which Chopra walks the ramp at Paris Fashion Week[image: External link] was supposed to be filmed in Paris, with the Eiffel Tower[image: External link] as a backdrop,[34] but Bhandarkar could not shoot there.[35] Instead, the scene uses some footage from the actual fashion show.[34] In mid-August 2008, key scenes with Chopra, Raj Babbar and Kiran Juneja—Chopra's character's parents—were filmed in Chandigarh for authenticity; Bhandarkar said, "we wanted to bring the essence of the city alive in the scenes".[36] The director said the film took about 106 days to complete, compared with his 45-day average.[10]
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 Themes and allusions




Fashion is Bhandarkar's fourth women-centric film after Chandni Bar[image: External link] (2001), Page 3[image: External link] (2005) and Corporate[image: External link] (2006) to earn widespread praise for their strong, independent female characters.[37] According to The Times of India, Fashion "is not about cliches alone and manages to transcend them with its moving tale of three women who try to maintain their honour, dignity, [and] identity in a cruel world that spills over with grime behind the glamour. The film not only takes you behind the psychedelic ramp, it travels through the dark inner recesses of the three lead characters, laying bare their strengths and weaknesses; their fears and hopes; their dreams and nightmares".[38] Ananya Bhattacharya of Zee News[image: External link] said that the film "went on to speak volumes about women, their aspirations and the dark side-effects of over-ambition".[5] In an interview with the Hindustan Times, Chopra said that the film is "an emotional tale and the story of three girls ... [which] shows female bonding in a beautiful way ... ".[39]

Reviewer Kriti Verma of Headlines India said that the movie "shows every bit about the life of models and bring the inside secrets of [the] fashion industry. It has everything—fashion weeks, casting couch, drugs, abuses, gay designers, bitching."[40] Taran Adarsh from Bollywood Hungama wrote, "the narrative is inevitably filled with lots of glam-n-glitz moments. The fashion shows, the stunning models, the superb styling, the vibrant colours and the behind the scenes drama is worth every penny spent on the ticket."[41] A reviewer from Sify.com found the film's depiction of fashion industry "superficial"; noting that the film does not talk about the clothing, the creativity, or the passion for work in the fashion industry.[42] However, according to Bhandarkar the film was "not about [the] fashion industry as such. It only has fashion as a backdrop. The film is more about the story of models, designers and people. And it is on aspects like the personal story, the individual story, their ups and downs, their journey that I tried to capture."[43] Critics also said that the film explores drug abuse, homosexuality and gay relationships.[44][45] Designer Vineet Bahl complained about the male characters, most of whom are portrayed as "gay designers and exploitative agency owners". He said, "Bhandarkar could have done without gross generalisations. It makes the movie shallow and over-dramatic".[46]

The film alludes several times to actual incidents, including a scene where Bhandarkar appears at a fashion show to research his upcoming film on the fashion industry. One of the models looking at him says, "Oh that's Madhur Bhandarkar, the realistic filmmaker. Now he is going to expose the fashion world."[46] It is taken from the Bhandarkar's experiences while researching the subjects of his films.[8][46] The Indian Express[image: External link] said that Chopra's character, who indulges in drug and alcohol abuse and undergoes rehabilitation, resembles the life of British-educated model Shivani Kapur, who had similar experiences.[46] The scene in which Ranaut's character's top slips off during a ramp walk resembles the experience of Carol Gracias[image: External link] at the 2006 Lakme Fashion Week[image: External link].[32]
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 Soundtrack




The Fashion soundtrack album was composed by Salim-Sulaiman[image: External link] and the lyrics were written by Irfan Siddiqui. Sandeep Nath[image: External link] appeared as a guest lyricist for "Fashion Ka Jalwa". The soundtrack contains four original songs, one theme and five remixes. The music was released by Bhandarkar and the cast on 11 September 2008 at the Siddhivinayak Temple[image: External link] in Mumbai. The cast played the film's title song, offering their first CD to Ganesha[image: External link].[47][48]

Fashion's soundtrack received favourable reviews from critics. The Hindustan Times rated the album 3.5 out of 5 and said, "It's very hard to find anything wrong with the album. Salim-Suleiman have done a wonderful job as composers and have brought out the essence of the movie in a remarkable way. Irfan has come out with great lyrics and every singer has given his or her best shot".[49] Joginder Tuteja of Bollywood Hungama described the album as "a winner all the way", and said, "Madhur Bhandarkar films haven't been known for their music, even though the albums of Corporate and Page 3 still saw some sales on the stands. However, Fashion is all set to break the jinx while turning out to be the first Madhur Bhandarkar film ever to boast of a truly mass as well as class appealing score".[50] Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com rated the album three out of five, and said that the film offers a well-designed mix of trendy tunes and refined melodies.[51]

{{track listing | headline = Track listing | extra_column = Singer(s) | lyrics_credits = yes | title1 = Fashion Ka Jalwa | extra1 = Sukhwinder Singh[image: External link], Satya Hinduja, Robert Bob Omulo | music1 = Salim-Sulaiman[image: External link] | lyrics1 = Sandeep Nath | length1 = 4:43 | title2 = Mar Jaava | extra2 = Salim Merchant[image: External link], Shruti Pathak[image: External link] | music2 = Salim-Sulaiman | lyrics2 = Irfan Siddiqui | length2 = 4:01 | title3 = Kuch Khaas | extra3 = Mohit Chauhan[image: External link], Neha Bhasin[image: External link] | music3 = Salim-Sulaiman | lyrics3 = Irfan Siddiqui | length3 = 5:03 | title4 = Aashiyaana | extra4 = Salim Merchant | music4 = Salim-Sulaiman | lyrics4 = Irfan Siddiqui | length4 = 5:29 | title5 = Fashion Ka Jalwa (Remix) | extra5 = Sukhwinder Singh, Satya Hinduja, Robert Bob Omulo | music5 = Salim-Sulaiman | lyrics5 = Sandeep Nath | length5 = 4:40 | title6 = Mar Jaava (Remix) | extra6 = Salim Merchant, Shruti Pathak | music6 = Salim-Sulaiman | lyrics6 = Irfan Siddiqui | length6 = 4:26 | title7 = Kuch Khaas (Remix) | extra7 = Mohit Chauhan, Neha Bhasin | music7 = Salim-Sulaiman | lyrics7 = Irfan Siddiqui | length7 = 4:17 | title8 = Theme of Fashion (Remix) | extra8 = Various artists | music8 = Karsh Kale and Midival Punditz | lyrics8 = Irfan Siddiqui | length8 = 6:15 | lyrics9 = Irfan Siddiqui | title9 = Aashiyaana (Remix) | extra9 = Salim Merchant | music9 = DJ Amyth | length9 = 5:50 | title10 = Fashion Theme | extra10 = Various artists | music10 = Salim-Sulaiman | lyrics10 = Irfan Siddiqui | length10 = 4:02 }
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 Marketing and release




The film's trailer was unveiled on 17 July 2008 in Mumbai and was received warmly by critics and audiences.[52] Emphasizing its theme, the lead female cast walked the ramp at fashion shows to promote the film. Fashion was also promoted at the Lakme Fashion Week, where Chopra, Ranaut and Godse walked the ramp.[53] Made on a budget of ₹180 million (US$2.8 million), Fashion earned ₹85 million (US$1.3 million), and before release recouped half its cost from tie-ins with brands including Reebok[image: External link], Lenovo[image: External link], Sunsilk[image: External link] and LG Electronics[image: External link]. Products from these brands were showcased in the film and the brands promoted the film in their advertising.[54]

Bhandarkar expressed disappointment about the Censor Board for Film Certification[image: External link]'s decision to grant the film an " A[image: External link]" certificate—meant for viewers 18 years or older—instead of the " U/A[image: External link]" certificate that he had expected. His previous films received U/A certification despite adult content. According to them, their new guidelines did not allow Fashion a U/A certification. The board was willing to issue a U/A certificate after several cuts; Bhandarkar refused and accepted the A certificate since the scenes in question were crucial to the narrative.[2] Before its release, the Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) asked Bhandarkar to screen the film before its release due to its concern that Ranaut's character was based on Geetanjali Nagpal—a former high-profile fashion model found begging, bedraggled and mentally unbalanced on the streets of Delhi in 2007.[55] Nagpal was helped by the DCW, which did not want anyone profiting from her life.[56] Bhandarkar narrated a summary of the film's plot at the DCW office, which satisfied the commission that there was no reference to Nagpal. A screening of the film was also held for the commission.[57]

The film was originally scheduled for release on 14 November 2008, but this clashed with the release of Chopra's film Dostana[58] and Fashion was released 29 October ( Diwali[image: External link]) on 700 screens worldwide.[59] The film was released in a two-disc, NTSC[image: External link] DVD[image: External link] package on 22 December 2008 in all regions.[60] Distributed by Moser Baer Home Videos[image: External link], one disc contains the film; the other disc has additional content on the making of the film and interviews with the stars and director.[61] VCD[image: External link] and Blu-Ray[image: External link] versions were released at the same time.[62] The film's television premiere took place on UTV Movies[image: External link] on 15 March 2009.[63]
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 Reception




Fashion garnered generally positive reviews from critics, who praised its direction, screenplay, cinematography, music and performances. Kriti Verma of Headlines India rated the film 4 out of 5, describing it as "an outstanding film and a must watch for people who visit a theatre for something more than entertainment".[40] Zee News gave the film a rating of 4 out of 5, called it "a must watch" and praised the sets, music, performances and storyline.[64] Nikhat Kazmi rated the film 3.5 out of 5, describing it as " a sensitive parable on bonding and empowerment".[38] Taran Adarsh rated the film 3.5 out of 5, praised the cinematography, screenplay, dialogue, costumes and styling, and called Fashion a "hard-hitting film that enlightens you, moves you, motivates and deflates you, even shocks and surprises you and of course, entertains you".[41] Rajeev Masand gave the film a rating of 3 out of 5, and wrote, "Fashion is an easy watch because the very subject lends itself to so much interest. Like the director’s own film Page 3 it is mostly sensational and on several occasions compromises authenticity for the sake of exaggerated drama". He praised the performances of the lead cast, writing that "Chopra turns in a respectable performance, one that will inevitably go down as her best. The truth is, it’s one of those by-the-book characters that she understands only too well and performs just as easily. Ditto for Kangana Ranaut who plays the eccentric superdiva with such a practiced hand, it almost seems like an effortless delivery. It's ... Godse who invests such sincerity into her role, that she makes the character a real flesh and blood person. Kitu Gidwani, as the agency head who mentors our protagonist, Kitu strikes all the right notes, never once slipping out of character."[65]

Subhash K. Jha of the Indo-Asian News Service rated the film 3 out of 5, calling it "a truly outstanding film". He said, "Bhandarkar takes us through a labyrinth of emotions, some devastating in their gut-level directness. But at the end, we come away with a film that gives us something to hold on to permanently even as the characters on screen lose practically everything worth holding on to". Jha also wrote that the sequences between Chopra and Ranaut as the highlights of the film.[66] Gaurav Malani from The Economic Times rated the film a 3 out of 5, praised Chopra's performance and wrote, "Chopra's character graph [is] skillfully sketched from an aspiring model to an ambitious showstopper to a brash supermodel and subsequently to a faded manikin, desperate to make her comeback. In each phase her character exudes [a] contrasting gamut of emotions".[67] Khalid Mohamed[image: External link] rated Fashion 3 out of 5, called the film a "must-try", and wrote, "Excelling on the catwalk as well as in the moments of self-destruction, Ranaut’s is the terrific, show-stopping performance".[68] Sonia Chopra of Sify criticised the film's superficial portrayal of the fashion industry and called the film a superficial take on the lives of models and a dumbed-down version of the workings of the fashion industry. However, she praised the performances.[42]

Fashion opened well at the box office, filling 90–100 percent of seats in most Indian multiplexes.[69] The film competed with the opening of a popular comedy, Golmaal Returns[image: External link], but both films were box-office successes.[69] Fashion earned approximately ₹40.4 million (US$630,000) on its opening day,[70] the highest for a Madhur Bhandarkar film to date.[69] The film went on to gross ₹600 million (US$9.3 million) at the box office.[3] Fashion is noted for being a commercial success despite being a women-centric film without a male lead.[71]

The National Film Archive of India[image: External link] (NFAI—part of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting[image: External link] of the Government of India), which aims to safeguard the heritage of Indian cinema, preserved Fashion with others directed by Bhandarkar, including Chandni Bar (2001) and Page 3 (2005).[72] In 2013, The Times of India included the film on its list of "Top 10 path breaking women oriented films of Bollywood".[4] For International Women's Day[image: External link] 2013, Zee News included the film on its list of best women-centric films.[5]
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of accolades received by Fashion (film)[image: External link]


Fashion received a number of awards and nominations in categories ranging from the film itself to its direction, screenplay, music and acting. At 56th National Film Awards, the film won two awards: Best Actress (Chopra) and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] (Ranaut).[73] The film received seven nominations at the 54th Filmfare Awards, including Best Director[image: External link] (Bhandarkar) and Best Screenplay[image: External link] and won the awards for Best Actress (Chopra) and Best Supporting Actress (Ranaut).[74][75] It was nominated for six awards at the fourth Apsara Film & Television Producers Guild Awards[image: External link], winning three: Best Actress (Chopra), Best Supporting Actress (Ranaut) and Best Female Debut (Godse).[76][77]
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Filmfare Award for Best Actress






The Filmfare Award for Best Actress is given by Filmfare as part of its annual Filmfare Awards for Hindi films, to recognise a female actor who has delivered an outstanding performance in a leading role. The award was first given in 1954 for the films released in preceding year 1953.[1]



Kajol along with Nutan holds the maximum awards of 5.



	Superlative
	Actor
	Record



	Actress with most awards
	
Nutan, Kajol

	5



	Actress with most nominations
	Madhuri Dixit[image: External link]
	14



	Actress with most nominations in a single year
	
Shabana Azmi (1984)

	4



	Actress with most consecutive year nominations
	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] (1989-1996)

	10



	Actress with most nominations without ever winning
	Tabu
	5



	Eldest winner
	Nutan
	42



	Eldest nominee
	Sharmila Tagore
	61



	Youngest winner
	Dimple Kapadia
	16



	Youngest nominee
	Dimple Kapadia
	16





	
Nutan and her niece Kajol, with five wins each, have maximum awards. Two actresses: Meena Kumari and Madhuri Dixit[image: External link], have four wins each. Four actresses: Vyjayanthimala, Jaya Bachchan, Shabana Azmi and Vidya Balan have three wins each. Eight actresses have won the award twice; in chronological order, they are Waheeda Rehman, Dimple Kapadia, Rekha, Sridevi, Karisma Kapoor, Aishwarya Rai, Rani Mukerji and Deepika Padukone.

	Five actresses have won the award in consecutive years; in chronological order, they are Meena Kumari (1954–55), Jaya Bachchan (1974–75), Shabana Azmi (1984–85), Rani Mukerji (2005–06), and Vidya Balan (2012–13).

	There has been only one tie in the history of this category. This occurred in 1974 when Jaya Bachchan and Dimple Kapadia were both given the award.

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] holds the record for maximum nominations (14), followed by Meena Kumari (12), Hema Malini / Kajol (11) and Aishwarya Rai (10). Dixit also holds the record for most consecutive nominations with 10 between 1988 and 1995, being nominated twice in 1994 and 1995, winning thrice in 1990, 1992 and 1994. Later, also winning in 1997. She thus also holds the record of maximum awards and maximum nominations in a single decade, with 4 awards and 10 nominations in 1990s.

	
Shabana Azmi, who received four out of the five nominations in 1984 (and eventually won for Arth[image: External link]), holds the record for the highest number of nominations in a single year. Meena Kumari and Kajol had three nominations each in 1963 and 1999 respectively, which are the second highest number of nominations in a single year. Both won in their respective years. "Aishwarya Rai" Received 2 nominations for Taal and Hum dil de Chuke sanam. "Preity Zinta " Received 2 nominations for Kal Ho Naa Ho & Koi...Mil Gaya."Deepika padukone" Received 2 nominations for her performances in 2014 and 2016.

	In 1963, Meena Kumari achieved an unusual feat by garnering all the three nominations. She was nominated for Aarti[image: External link], Main Chup Rahungi[image: External link] and Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam[image: External link] (for which she eventually won).

	
Vyjayanthimala was the first actress to receive more than one nominations in 1959 and is the only actress to win the maximum awards, without ever losing, whenever been nominated. She received 3 awards among 4 nominations, being nominated twice in 1959 and once each in 1962 and 1965, winning in all three years. She was also the first actress to win both Best Actress Award and Best Supporting Actress Award.

	
Tabu holds the record of maximum nominations without ever winning, with 5, followed by Mala Sinha[image: External link], Saira Banu[image: External link], Manisha Koirala, Urmila Matondkar, Anushka Sharma[image: External link] and Sonam Kapoor[image: External link] with 4 nominations each. Jaya Prada[image: External link] and has three nominations each, without ever winning.

	
Nutan, who won the award for the fifth time in 1979 at the age of 42, is the eldest winner, while Sharmila Tagore became the eldest nominee in 2006 at the age of 61. Dimple Kapadia, in 1973, became the youngest winner and youngest nominee at the age of 16.

	
Meena Kumari was the most victorious actress with two wins in the 1950s (she won the first two awards consecutively). Nutan peaked with three wins in '60s. Jaya Bachchan ruled the '70s with two wins. Shabana Azmi and Rekha fetched two wins each in the '80s. In the '90s, Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] outperformed all actresses with four wins. Aishwarya Rai, Rani Mukherji[image: External link] and Kajol had two wins each in the 2000s which were the highest. Until now, Vidya Balan is the most successful actress of 2010s with three wins.

	Only once have siblings been nominated during the same year: Karisma Kapoor and Kareena Kapoor in 2002, and twice have cousins been nominated during the same year: Kajol and Rani Mukerji in 2007 and Priyanka Chopra and Parineeti Chopra[image: External link] in 2013. Among these, Kajol won in 2007.

	
Karisma Kapoor and Kareena Kapoor are the only siblings to win the award, while Kajol and Rani Mukerji are the only cousins to win the award.

	Four actresses failed to win despite having multiple nominations on some occasions. This includes Jaya Bachchan in 1972, Hema Malini in 1975 and 1976, Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] in 1996 and Kareena Kapoor in 2010. Bachchan lost to Asha Parekh, Malini lost to Bachchan and Lakshmi in 1975 and 1976 respectively, Dixit lost to Kajol and Kapoor lost to Vidya Balan.

	
Meena Kumari, Nargis, Smita Patil, Nutan and Bina Rai are the five recipients who are not alive. They died in 1972, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 2009 respectively.

	Fourteen actresses who have won both Best Actress and Best Supporting Actress awards include Vyjayanthimala, Raakhee[image: External link], Padmini Kolhapure, Nutan, Dimple Kapadia, Rekha, Karisma Kapoor, Jaya Bachchan, Madhuri Dixit[image: External link], Rani Mukerji, Kareena Kapoor, Kangana Ranaut, Priyanka Chopra and Shabana Azmi. Mukerji is the first and only actress to win both these awards in the same year (2005). Aishwarya Rai was nominated in 2001 for best actress and best supporting actress but did not won.

	Two actresses were nominated for both Best Actress and Best Supporting Actress awards for the same performance: Nutan for Saudagar[image: External link] (1974) and for Main Tulsi Tere Aangan Ki[image: External link] (1979) and Raakhee[image: External link] for Doosra Aadmi[image: External link] (1978); Nutan won Best Actress award for Main Tulsi Tere Aangan Ki[image: External link] (1979).

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] and Rakhee[image: External link] are the overall most nominated performers in the female acting categories, each with overall 16 nominations. While Dixit has 14 nominations for Best Actress and 2 for Best Supporting Actress, Rakhee has 8 nominations in each of these categories.

	Eight Actresses have won the Best Actress awards in both the Popular and Critics Categories; in chronological order, they are Dimple Kapadia, Karisma Kapoor, Rani Mukerji, Kareena Kapoor, Vidya Balan, Priyanka Chopra, Kangana Ranaut and Alia Bhatt[image: External link]. Mukerji is the first and only actress to win both these awards in the same year (2006).

	
Kareena Kapoor and Priyanka Chopra are the only two actresses to win Filmfare Awards in five different categories, while Kangana Ranaut has won in four categories. All the three actresses have won Best Actress, Best Supporting Actress and Best Female Debut awards once each. Kapoor won twice, while Chopra and Ranaut won once each in the Best Actress (Critics) category. Kapoor and Chopra also won one Special Award[image: External link] and one Best Villain Award, respectively. Kapoor, Chopra and Ranaut, thus have 6, 5 and 4 Filmfare Awards respectively.
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 Multiple Nominees





	
14 Nominations: Madhuri Dixit[image: External link]


	
12 Nominations: Meena Kumari


	
11 Nominations: Hema Malini, Kajol


	
10 Nominations: Aishwarya Rai


	
9 Nominations: Shabana Azmi, Sridevi


	
8 Nominations: Jaya Bachchan, Raakhee[image: External link], Rani Mukerji, Vidya Balan


	
7 Nominations: Nutan, Rekha, Kareena Kapoor, Deepika Padukone


	
6 Nominations: Juhi Chawla


	
5 Nominations: Tabu, Karisma Kapoor, Preity Zinta, Priyanka Chopra


	
4 Nominations: Vyjayanthimala, Mala Sinha[image: External link], Waheeda Rehman, Saira Banu[image: External link], Smita Patil, Dimple Kapadia, Manisha Koirala, Urmila Matondkar, Sharmila Tagore, Anushka Sharma[image: External link], Sonam Kapoor[image: External link]


	
3 Nominations: Jaya Prada[image: External link], Alia Bhatt[image: External link]


	
2 Nominations: Amisha Patel[image: External link], Sadhana Shivdasani[image: External link], Asha Parekh, Suchitra Sen[image: External link], Reena Roy, Zeenat Aman, Padmini Kolhapure, Rati Agnihotri[image: External link], Meenakshi Seshadri[image: External link], Bipasha Basu, Katrina Kaif, Parineeti Chopra[image: External link], Kangana Ranaut
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	5 Wins: Nutan, Kajol

	4 Wins: Meena Kumari, Madhuri Dixit[image: External link]

	3 Wins: Vyjayanthimala, Jaya Bachchan, Shabana Azmi, Vidya Balan

	2 Wins: Waheeda Rehman, Dimple Kapadia, Rekha, Sridevi, Karisma Kapoor, Aishwarya Rai, Rani Mukerji, Deepika Padukone
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 1950s





	
1954 Meena Kumari – Baiju Bawra[image: External link] as Gauri


	
1955 Meena Kumari – Parineeta[image: External link] as Lalita


	
1956 Kamini Kaushal – Biraj Bahu[image: External link] as Biraj Chakravorty

	
Geeta Bali[image: External link] – Vachan[image: External link] as Kamla

	
Meena Kumari – Azaad[image: External link] as Shobha





	
1957 Nutan – Seema[image: External link] as Gauri

	
1958 Nargis – Mother India[image: External link] as Radha

	
1959 Vyjayanthimala – Sadhna[image: External link] as Champabai / Rajani

	
Meena Kumari – Sahara[image: External link] as Leela

	
Vyjayanthimala – Madhumati[image: External link] as Madhumati / Madhavi / Radha
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 1960s





	
1960 Nutan – Sujata[image: External link] as Sujata

	
Mala Sinha[image: External link] – Dhool Ka Phool[image: External link] as Meena Khosla

	
Meena Kumari – Chirag Kahan Roshni Kahan[image: External link] as Ratna





	
1961 Bina Rai – Ghunghat[image: External link] as Parvati / Jamuna

	
Madhubala – Mughal-e-Azam[image: External link] as Anarkali[image: External link]


	
Nutan – Chhalia[image: External link] as Shanti





	
1962 Vyjayanthimala – Gunga Jumna[image: External link] as Dhanno

	
Padmini – Jis Desh Men Ganga Behti Hai[image: External link] as Kammo

	
Saira Banu[image: External link] – Junglee[image: External link] as Rajkumari 'Raj'





	
1963 Meena Kumari – Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam[image: External link] as Chhoti Bahu

	
Meena Kumari – Aarti[image: External link] as Aarti Gupta

	
Meena Kumari – Main Chup Rahungi[image: External link] as Gayetri





	
1964 Nutan – Bandini[image: External link] as Kalyani

	
Mala Sinha[image: External link] – Bahurani[image: External link] as Padma

	
Meena Kumari – Dil Ek Mandir[image: External link] as Sita





	
1965 Vyjayanthimala – Sangam[image: External link] as Radha Khanna

	
Mala Sinha[image: External link] – Jahan Ara[image: External link] as Jahanara Begum Sahib[image: External link]


	
Sadhana[image: External link] – Woh Kaun Thi?[image: External link] as Sandhya





	
1966 Meena Kumari – Kaajal[image: External link] as Madhavi

	
Mala Sinha[image: External link] – Himalay Ki Godmein[image: External link] as Phoolwa

	
Sadhana[image: External link] – Waqt[image: External link] as Meena Mittal





	
1967 Waheeda Rehman – Guide[image: External link] as Rosie Marco

	
Meena Kumari – Phool Aur Patthar[image: External link] as Shanti Devi

	
Suchitra Sen[image: External link] – Mamta[image: External link] as Devyani (Pannabai) / Suparna





	
1968 Nutan – Milan[image: External link] as Radha R. Rai

	
Saira Banu[image: External link] – Shagird[image: External link] as Poonam

	
Waheeda Rehman – Ram Aur Shyam[image: External link] as Anjana





	
1969 Waheeda Rehman – Neel Kamal[image: External link] as Rajkumari Neel Kamal / Sita Raichand

	
Nargis – Raat Aur Din[image: External link] as Mrs. Varuna Verma / Peggy

	
Saira Banu[image: External link] – Diwana[image: External link] as Kamini Gupta
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 1970s





	
1970 Sharmila Tagore – Aradhana[image: External link] as Vandhana Tripathi

	
Asha Parekh – Chirag[image: External link] as Asha Chibber

	
Nanda – Ittefaq[image: External link] as Rekha





	
1971 Mumtaz[image: External link] – Khilona[image: External link] as Chand

	
Sharmila Tagore – Safar[image: External link] as Mrs. Neela Shekhar Kapoor

	
Waheeda Rehman – Khamoshi[image: External link] as Radha





	
1972 Asha Parekh – Kati Patang[image: External link] as Madhavi "Madhu"

	
Jaya Bachchan – Guddi[image: External link] as Kusum "Guddi"

	
Jaya Bachchan – Uphaar[image: External link] as Minoo





	
1973 Hema Malini – Seeta Aur Geeta[image: External link] as Seeta / Geeta

	
Meena Kumari – Pakeezah[image: External link] as Nargis / Sahibjaan (posthumous nomination)


	
Raakhee[image: External link] – Aankhon Aankhon Mein[image: External link] as Parvati





	
1974 Dimple Kapadia – Bobby[image: External link] as Bobby J. Braganza and Jaya Bachchan – Abhimaan[image: External link] as Uma Kumar

	
Jaya Bachchan – Koshish[image: External link] as Aarti Mathur

	
Moushumi Chatterjee[image: External link] – Anuraag[image: External link] as Shivani

	
Nutan – Saudagar[image: External link] as Mahjubhi





	
1975 Jaya Bachchan – Kora Kagaz[image: External link] as Archana Gupta

	
Hema Malini – Amir Garib[image: External link] as Sunita "Soni"

	
Hema Malini – Prem Nagar[image: External link] as Lata

	
Saira Banu[image: External link] – Sagina[image: External link] as Lalita

	
Shabana Azmi – Ankur[image: External link] as Laxmi





	
1976 Lakshmi – Julie[image: External link] as Julie

	
Hema Malini – Khushboo[image: External link] as Kusum

	
Hema Malini – Sanyasi[image: External link] as Champa

	
Jaya Bachchan – Mili[image: External link] as Mili Khanna

	
Suchitra Sen[image: External link] – Aandhi[image: External link] as Aarti Devi





	
1977 Raakhee[image: External link] – Tapasya[image: External link] as Indrani "Indu" Sinha

	
Hema Malini – Mehbooba[image: External link] as Ratna / Jhumri

	
Raakhee[image: External link] – Kabhi Kabhie[image: External link] as Pooja Khanna

	
Reena Roy – Nagin[image: External link] as Nagin

	
Sharmila Tagore – Mausam[image: External link] as Chanda Thapa / Kajli Thapa





	
1978 Shabana Azmi – Swami[image: External link] as Saudamini "Mini"'

	
Hema Malini – Kinara[image: External link] as Aarti Sanyal

	
Raakhee[image: External link] – Doosra Aadmi[image: External link] as Nisha

	
Smita Patil – Bhumika[image: External link] as Usha (Urvashi) Dalvi

	
Zarina Wahab[image: External link] – Gharaonda[image: External link] as Chaya





	
1979 Nutan – Main Tulsi Tere Aangan Ki[image: External link] as Sanjukta Chouhan

	
Raakhee[image: External link] – Trishna[image: External link] as Mrs. Aarti Gupta

	
Ranjeeta Kaur[image: External link] – Ankhiyon Ke Jharokhon Se[image: External link] as Lily Fernandes

	
Rekha – Ghar[image: External link] as Aarti Chandra

	
Zeenat Aman – Satyam Shivam Sundaram[image: External link] as Rupa








[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1980s





	
1980 Jaya Bachchan – Nauker[image: External link] as Geeta

	
Hema Malini – Meera[image: External link] as Meera Rathod[image: External link]


	
Jaya Prada[image: External link] – Sargam[image: External link] as Hema Pradhan

	
Poonam Dhillon[image: External link] – Noorie[image: External link] as Noorie Nabi

	
Raakhee[image: External link] – Jurmana[image: External link] as Rama Sharma





	
1981 Rekha – Khubsoorat[image: External link] as Manju Dayal

	
Reena Roy – Aasha[image: External link] as Asha

	
Rekha – Judaai[image: External link] as Gauri Singh Verma

	
Shabana Azmi – Thodisi Bewafaii[image: External link] as Nima Choudhary

	
Zeenat Aman – Insaaf Ka Tarazu[image: External link] as Bharti Saxena





	
1982 Smita Patil – Chakra[image: External link] as Amma

	
Hema Malini – Naseeb[image: External link] as Asha

	
Jaya Bachchan – Silsila[image: External link] as Shobha Malhotra

	
Raakhee[image: External link] – Baseraa[image: External link] as Sharda Balraj Kohli

	
Rati Agnihotri[image: External link] – Ek Duuje Ke Liye[image: External link] as Sapna

	
Rekha – Umrao Jaan[image: External link] as Umrao Jaan





	
1983 Padmini Kolhapure – Prem Rog[image: External link] as Manorama "Rama"

	
Raakhee[image: External link] – Shakti[image: External link] as Sheetal Kumar

	
Rekha – Jeevan Dhaara[image: External link] as Sangeeta Shrivastav

	
Salma Agha[image: External link] – Nikaah[image: External link] as Niloufer Bano / Habiba Shabnam Rehmani

	
Smita Patil – Bazaar[image: External link] as Najma





	
1984 Shabana Azmi – Arth[image: External link] as Mrs. Pooja Inder Malhotra

	
Shabana Azmi – Avtaar[image: External link] as Radha Krishen

	
Shabana Azmi – Mandi[image: External link] as Rukmini Bai

	
Shabana Azmi – Masoom[image: External link] as Indu D. Malhotra

	
Sridevi – Sadma as Nehalata Malhotra





	
1985 Shabana Azmi – Bhavna[image: External link] as Bhavna Saxena

	
Jaya Prada[image: External link] – Sharaabi[image: External link] as Meena

	
Rohini Hattangadi – Saaransh[image: External link] as Parvati Pradhan

	Shabana Azmi – Sparsh[image: External link] as Kavita

	
Smita Patil – Aaj Ki Awaaz[image: External link] as Rajni V. Deshmukh





	
1986 Dimple Kapadia – Saagar[image: External link] as Mona D'Silva

	
Jaya Prada[image: External link] – Sanjog[image: External link] as Yashoda / Asha

	
Mandakini[image: External link] – Ram Teri Ganga Maili[image: External link] as Ganga Singh

	
Padmini Kolhapure – Pyaar Jhukta Nahin[image: External link] as Preeti B. Pratap

	
Rati Agnihotri[image: External link] – Tawaif[image: External link] as Sultana





	1987 No Award

	1988 No Award

	
1989 Rekha – Khoon Bhari Maang[image: External link] as Aarti Verma/Jyoti

	
Juhi Chawla – Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak[image: External link] as Rashmi

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Tezaab[image: External link] as Mohini
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 1990s





	
1990 Sridevi – ChaalBaaz[image: External link] as Anju Das / Manju Das

	
Bhagyashree[image: External link] – Maine Pyar Kiya[image: External link] as Suman

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Prem Pratigyaa[image: External link] as Laxmi M. Rao

	
Sridevi – Chandni[image: External link] as Chandni Mathur

	
Vijayashanti – Eeshwar[image: External link] as Lalita





	
1991 Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Dil[image: External link] as Madhu Mehra

	
Hema Malini – Rihaee[image: External link] as Taku

	
Juhi Chawla – Pratibandh[image: External link] as Shanti

	
Meenakshi Seshadri[image: External link] – Jurm[image: External link] as Meena S. Varma





	
1992 Sridevi – Lamhe[image: External link] as Pallavi / Pooja Bhatnagar

	
Dimple Kapadia – Lekin...[image: External link] as Reva

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Saajan[image: External link] as Pooja Saxena

	
Rekha – Phool Bane Angaray[image: External link] as Namrita Singh

	
Zeba Bakhtiar[image: External link] – Henna[image: External link] as Henna





	
1993 Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Beta[image: External link] as Saraswati

	
Juhi Chawla – Bol Radha Bol[image: External link] as Radha / Rita

	
Sridevi – Khuda Gawah[image: External link] as Benazir / Mehndi





	
1994 Juhi Chawla – Hum Hain Rahi Pyar Ke[image: External link] as Vaijanti Iyer

	
Dimple Kapadia – Rudaali[image: External link] as Shanichari

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Khalnayak[image: External link] as Gangotri "Ganga" Devi

	
Meenakshi Seshadri[image: External link] – Damini[image: External link] as Damini Gupta

	
Sridevi – Gumrah[image: External link] as Roshni Chadha





	
1995 Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Hum Aapke Hain Koun..![image: External link] as Nisha Choudhury

	
Kajol – Yeh Dillagi[image: External link] as Sapna Bannerjee

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Anjaam[image: External link] as Shivani Chopra

	
Manisha Koirala – 1942: A Love Story[image: External link] as Rajeshwari "Rajjo" Pathak

	
Sridevi – Laadla[image: External link] as Sheetal Jetley





	
1996 Kajol – Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge[image: External link] as Simran Singh

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Raja[image: External link] as Madhu Garewal

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Yaraana[image: External link] as Lalita

	
Manisha Koirala – Akele Hum Akele Tum[image: External link] as Kiran Kumar

	
Urmila Matondkar – Rangeela[image: External link] as Mili Joshi





	
1997 Karisma Kapoor – Raja Hindustani[image: External link] as Aarti Sehgal

	
Juhi Chawla – Daraar[image: External link] as Priya Bhatia

	
Manisha Koirala – Khamoshi: The Musical[image: External link] as Annie J. Braganza

	
Seema Biswas – Bandit Queen[image: External link] as Phoolan Devi[image: External link]


	
Tabu – Maachis[image: External link] as Virender "Veeru" Kaur





	
1998 Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Dil To Pagal Hai[image: External link] as Pooja

	
Juhi Chawla – Yes Boss[image: External link] as Seema Kapoor

	
Mahima Chaudhry – Pardes[image: External link] as Kusum Ganga

	
Sridevi – Judaai[image: External link] as Kaajal Verma

	
Tabu – Virasat[image: External link] as Gehna





	
1999 Kajol – Kuch Kuch Hota Hai[image: External link] as Anjali Sharma

	
Kajol – Dushman[image: External link] as Sonia / Naina Saigal

	
Kajol – Pyaar To Hona Hi Tha[image: External link] as Sanjana

	
Manisha Koirala – Dil Se..[image: External link] as Moina alias Meghna

	
Urmila Matondkar – Satya[image: External link] as Vidya
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 2000s





	
2000 Aishwarya Rai – Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam[image: External link] as Nandini Durbar

	
Aishwarya Rai – Taal[image: External link] as Mansi Shankar

	
Kajol – Hum Aapke Dil Mein Rehte Hain[image: External link] as Megha

	
Karisma Kapoor – Biwi No.1[image: External link] as Pooja Mehra

	
Tabu – Hu Tu Tu[image: External link] as Panna Barve





	
2001 Karisma Kapoor – Fiza[image: External link] as Fiza Ikramullah

	
Aishwarya Rai – Hamara Dil Aapke Paas Hai[image: External link] as Preeti Vyas

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Pukar[image: External link] as Anjali

	
Preity Zinta – Kya Kehna[image: External link] as Priya Baxi

	
Tabu – Astitva[image: External link] as Aditi Pandit





	
2002 Kajol – Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham...[image: External link] as Anjali Sharma Raichand

	
Ameesha Patel[image: External link] – Gadar: Ek Prem Katha[image: External link] as Sakina

	
Kareena Kapoor – Asoka[image: External link] as Kaurwaki[image: External link]


	
Karisma Kapoor – Zubeidaa[image: External link] as Zubeida Begum[image: External link]


	
Tabu – Chandni Bar[image: External link] as Mumtaz Ali Ansari





	
2003 Aishwarya Rai – Devdas[image: External link] as Parvati "Paro" Chakraborty

	
Ameesha Patel[image: External link] – Humraaz as Priya Singhania

	
Bipasha Basu – Raaz[image: External link] as Sanjana Aditya Dhanraj

	
Karisma Kapoor – Shakti: The Power[image: External link] as Nandini

	
Rani Mukerji – Saathiya[image: External link] as Suhani Sharma





	
2004 Preity Zinta – Kal Ho Naa Ho[image: External link] as Naina Catherine Kapur

	
Bhumika Chawla[image: External link] – Tere Naam[image: External link] as Nirjara Bharadwaj

	
Hema Malini – Baghban[image: External link] as Pooja Malhotra

	
Preity Zinta – Koi... Mil Gaya as Nisha

	
Rani Mukerji – Chalte Chalte[image: External link] as Priya Chopra

	
Urmila Matondkar – Bhoot[image: External link] as Swati





	
2005 Rani Mukerji – Hum Tum[image: External link] as Rhea Prakash

	
Aishwarya Rai – Raincoat[image: External link] as Neerja "Neeru"

	
Preity Zinta – Veer-Zaara[image: External link] as Zaara Hayaat Khan

	
Shilpa Shetty[image: External link] – Phir Milenge[image: External link] as Tamanna Sahni

	
Urmila Matondkar – Ek Hasina Thi[image: External link] as Sarika Vartak





	
2006 Rani Mukerji – Black[image: External link] as Michelle McNally

	
Preity Zinta – Salaam Namaste[image: External link] as Ambar "Amby" Malhotra

	
Rani Mukerji – Bunty Aur Babli[image: External link] as Vimmi "Babli" Saluja

	
Sharmila Tagore – Viruddh... Family Comes First[image: External link] as Sumitra V. Patwardhan

	
Vidya Balan – Parineeta[image: External link] as Lalita





	
2007 Kajol – Fanaa[image: External link] as Zooni Ali Baig

	
Aishwarya Rai – Dhoom 2[image: External link] as Sunehri

	
Bipasha Basu – Corporate[image: External link] as Nishiganda 'Nishi' Dasgupta

	
Kareena Kapoor – Omkara[image: External link] as Dolly Mishra

	
Rani Mukerji – Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna[image: External link] as Maya Talwar





	
2008 Kareena Kapoor – Jab We Met[image: External link] as Geet Dhillon

	
Aishwarya Rai – Guru[image: External link] as Sujata Desai

	
Deepika Padukone – Om Shanti Om[image: External link] as Shantipriya / Sandhya "Sandy"

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Aaja Nachle[image: External link] as Dia Srivastav

	
Rani Mukerji – Laaga Chunari Mein Daag[image: External link] as Vibhavari "Badki" S. Sahay

	
Vidya Balan – Bhool Bhulaiyaa[image: External link] as Avni S. Chaturvedi / Manjulika





	
2009 Priyanka Chopra – Fashion as Meghna Mathur

	
Asin[image: External link] – Ghajini[image: External link] as Kalpana Shetty

	
Aishwarya Rai – Jodhaa Akbar[image: External link] as Jodhaa Bai[image: External link]


	
Anushka Sharma[image: External link] – Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi[image: External link] as Taani Sahni

	
Kajol – U Me Aur Hum[image: External link] as Piya Saxena Malhotra
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 2010s





	
2010 Vidya Balan – Paa[image: External link] as Vidya

	
Deepika Padukone – Love Aaj Kal[image: External link] as Meera Pandit

	
Kareena Kapoor – 3 Idiots[image: External link] as Pia Sahastrabuddhe

	
Kareena Kapoor – Kurbaan[image: External link] as Avantika Ahuja Khan

	
Katrina Kaif – New York[image: External link] as Maya Shaikh

	
Priyanka Chopra – Kaminey as Sweety Shekhar Bhope





	
2011 Kajol – My Name is Khan[image: External link] as Mandira Khan

	
Aishwarya Rai – Guzaarish[image: External link] as Sofia D'Souza

	
Anushka Sharma[image: External link] – Band Baaja Baaraat[image: External link] as Shruti Kakkar

	
Kareena Kapoor – Golmaal 3[image: External link] as Daboo

	
Vidya Balan – Ishqiya[image: External link] as Krishna Verma





	
2012 Vidya Balan – The Dirty Picture[image: External link] as Reshma / Silk

	
Katrina Kaif – Mere Brother Ki Dulhan[image: External link] as Dimple Dixit

	
Mahi Gill – Saheb, Biwi Aur Gangster[image: External link] as Madhavi Devi

	
Priyanka Chopra – 7 Khoon Maaf as Susanna Anna-Marie Johannes

	
Vidya Balan – No One Killed Jessica[image: External link] as Sabrina Lal





	
2013 Vidya Balan – Kahaani[image: External link] as Vidya Venkatesan Bagchi

	
Deepika Padukone – Cocktail[image: External link] as Veronica Malaney

	
Kareena Kapoor – Heroine[image: External link] as Mahi Arora

	
Parineeti Chopra[image: External link] – Ishaqzaade[image: External link] as Zoya Qureshi

	
Priyanka Chopra – Barfi! as Jhilmil Chatterjee

	
Sridevi – English Vinglish[image: External link] as Shashi Godbole





	
2014 Deepika Padukone – Goliyon Ki Raasleela Ram-Leela[image: External link] as Leela Sanera

	
Deepika Padukone - Chennai Express[image: External link] as Meenalochini Azhagusundaram / Meenamma 'Meena'

	
Parineeti Chopra[image: External link] – Shuddh Desi Romance[image: External link] as Gayatri

	
Shraddha Kapoor[image: External link] – Aashiqui 2[image: External link] as Aarohi Keshav Shirke

	
Sonakshi Sinha[image: External link] – Lootera[image: External link] as Pakhi Roy Chaudhary

	
Sonam Kapoor[image: External link] – Raanjhanaa[image: External link] as Zoya Haider





	
2015 Kangana Ranaut – Queen[image: External link] as Rani Mehra

	
Alia Bhatt[image: External link] – Highway[image: External link] as Veera Tripathi

	
Madhuri Dixit[image: External link] – Dedh Ishqiya[image: External link] as Begum Para

	
Priyanka Chopra – Mary Kom as Mary Kom


	
Rani Mukerji – Mardaani[image: External link] as Shivani Shivaji Roy

	
Sonam Kapoor[image: External link] – Khoobsurat[image: External link] as Dr Mrinalini "Milli" Chakravarty





	
2016 Deepika Padukone – Piku[image: External link] as Piku Banerjee

	
Deepika Padukone – Bajirao Mastani as Mastani

	
Kangana Ranaut – Tanu Weds Manu Returns[image: External link] as Tanuja "Tanu" Trivedi / Kumari "Kusum" Sangwan (Datto)

	
Anushka Sharma[image: External link] – NH10[image: External link] as Meera

	
Kajol – Dilwale[image: External link] as Meera Dev Malik

	
Sonam Kapoor[image: External link] – Dolly Ki Doli[image: External link] as Dolly / Madhuri / Priya / Bhagyashree





	
2017 Alia Bhatt[image: External link] – Udta Punjab[image: External link] as Mary Jane/Bauria[2]

	
Aishwarya Rai – Sarbjit[image: External link] as Dalbir Kaur

	
Alia Bhatt[image: External link] – Dear Zindagi[image: External link] as Kaira

	
Anushka Sharma[image: External link] – Ae Dil Hai Mushkil[image: External link] as Alizeh Khan

	
Sonam Kapoor[image: External link] – Neerja[image: External link] as Neerja Bhanot[image: External link]


	
Vidya Balan – Kahaani 2[image: External link] as Vidya Sinha / Durga Rani Singh
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National Film Award for Best Actress






The National Film Award for Best Actress (officially known as the Rajat Kamal Award for the Best Actress) is an honour presented annually at the National Film Awards[image: External link] of India since 1968 to an actress for the best performance in a leading role within the Indian film industry[image: External link].[1][2] The National Film Awards were called the "State Awards for Films" when established in 1954. The State Awards instituted the "Best Actress" category in 1968 as the "Urvashi Award for the Best Actress";[1][3][4] in 1975, the "Urvashi Award" was renamed as the "Rajat Kamal Award for the Best Actress". Throughout the years, accounting for ties and repeat winners, the Government of India has presented a total of 52 Best Actress awards to 41 different actresses.

Until 1974, winners of the National Film Award received a figurine[image: External link] and certificate; since 1975, they have been awarded with a "Rajat Kamal" (silver lotus[image: External link]), certificate and a cash prize that amounted to ₹50,000 (US$780) in 2012.[3] Although the Indian film industry produces films in more than 20 languages and dialects[image: External link],[5] the actresses whose performances have won awards have worked in ten major languages: Assamese[image: External link], Bengali[image: External link], English[image: External link], Hindi[image: External link], Kannada[image: External link], Malayalam[image: External link], Marathi, Tamil, Telugu[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link].

The first recipient was Nargis Dutt from Bollywood, who was honoured at the 15th National Film Award (1968) for her performance in Raat Aur Din[image: External link].[6] The actress who won the most number of Rajat Kamal awards is Shabana Azmi with five wins,[7] followed by Sharada with three. As of 2016, five actresses—Smita Patil, Archana, Shobana[image: External link], Tabu, and Kangana Ranaut—have won the award two times. Sharada, Archana and Shobana are the only three actresses to get the award for performing in two different languages. Sharada was bestowed with the awards for her performances in two Malayalam films: Thulabharam[image: External link] and Swayamvaram[image: External link] in 1970 and 1973 respectively, and in 1979 for the Telugu film Nimajjanam[image: External link]. Archana was first honoured in 1988 for the Tamil film Veedu[image: External link] and was awarded for the second time in 1989 for the Telugu film Daasi[image: External link]. Shobana received her first award for the Malayalam film Manichitrathazhu[image: External link] in 1994, and her second for the English film Mitr, My Friend[image: External link] in 2002. As of 2016, the late Monisha Unni remains the youngest recipient of the honour; she was awarded for the Malayalam film Nakhakshathangal[image: External link] in 1987 when she was 16.[8][9] Indrani Haldar[image: External link] and Rituparna Sengupta are the only two actresses to be honoured for the same film[image: External link].

The most recent recipient is Surabhi Lakshmi, who was honoured at the 64th National Film Awards ceremony for her performance in the 2016 Malayalam film Minnaminugu - the Firefly.





TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Key






	Symbol
	Meaning



	
	Indicates a joint award for that year





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Recipients






	List of award recipients, showing the year, role(s), film(s) and language(s)



	Year[a]
	Recipient(s)
	Role(s)
	Work(s)
	Language(s)
	Refs.[b]



	1967

(15th)
	Nargis Dutt
	Varuna/Peggy[c]
	Raat Aur Din[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[11][12]



	1968

(16th)
	Sharada
	Vijaya
	Thulabharam[image: External link]
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	[13][14]



	1969

(17th)
	Madhabi Mukherjee[image: External link]
	Supriya
	Dibratrir Kabya[image: External link]
	Bengali[image: External link]
	[15]



	1970

(18th)
	Rehana Sultan[image: External link]
	Salma Ahmed
	Dastak[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[15][16]



	1971

(19th)
	Waheeda Rehman
	Reshma
	Reshma Aur Shera[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[17]



	1972

(20th)

	Sharada
	Sita
	Swayamvaram[image: External link]
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	[18][19]



	1973

(21st)
	Nandini Bhaktavatsala
	Kamali
	Kaadu[image: External link]
	Kannada[image: External link]
	[3][20]



	1974

(22nd)
	Shabana Azmi
	Laxmi
	Ankur[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[4]



	1975

(23rd)
	Sharmila Tagore
	 • Chanda

 • Kajli[d]
	Mausam[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[22][23]



	1976

(24th)
	Lakshmi
	Ganga
	Sila Nerangalil Sila Manithargal[image: External link]
	Tamil
	[24]



	1977

(25th)
	Smita Patil
	Usha
	Bhumika[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[25][26]



	1978

(26th)
	Sharada
	Bharathi
	Nimajjanam[image: External link]
	Telugu[image: External link]
	[27]



	1979

(27th)
	Shoba
	Kuppamma
	Pasi[image: External link]
	Tamil
	[28][29]



	1980

(28th)
	Smita Patil
	Amma
	Chakra[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[30]



	1981

(29th)
	Rekha
	Amiran (Umrao Jaan)[e]
	Umrao Jaan[image: External link]
	Urdu[image: External link]
	[32]



	1982

(30th)
	Shabana Azmi
	Pooja Inder Malhotra
	Arth[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[33][34]



	1983

(31st)
	Shabana Azmi
	Jamini
	Khandhar[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[35][36]



	1984

(32nd)
	Shabana Azmi
	Rama
	Paar[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[37][38]



	1985

(33rd)
	Suhasini
	Sindhu
	Sindhu Bhairavi[image: External link]
	Tamil
	[39]



	1986

(34th)
	Monisha Unni
	Gouri
	Nakhakshathangal[image: External link]
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	[8]



	1987

(35th)
	Archana
	Sudha
	Veedu[image: External link]
	Tamil
	[40]



	1988

(36th)
	Archana
	Kamalakshi
	Daasi[image: External link]
	Telugu[image: External link]
	[41]



	1989

(37th)
	Sreelekha Mukherji[image: External link]
	Lakkhi
	Parshuramer Kuthar[image: External link]
	Bengali[image: External link]
	[42]



	1990

(38th)
	Vijayashanti
	Vyjayanthi
	Karthavyam[image: External link]
	Telugu[image: External link]
	[43]



	1991

(39th)
	Moloya Goswami[image: External link]
	Ritu
	Firingoti[image: External link]
	Assamese[image: External link]
	[44]



	1992

(40th)
	Dimple Kapadia
	Shanichari
	Rudaali[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[45]



	1993

(41st)
	Shobana[image: External link]
	Ganga Nakulan
	Manichitrathazhu[image: External link]
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	[46]



	1994

(42nd)
	Debashree Roy
	Aditi
	Unishe April[image: External link]
	Bengali[image: External link]
	[47]



	1995

(43rd)
	Seema Biswas
	Phoolan Devi[image: External link]
	Bandit Queen[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[48]



	1996

(44th)
	Tabu
	Virender Kaur
	Maachis[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[49]



	1997

(45th)
	Indrani Haldar[image: External link]
	Jhinuk
	Dahan[image: External link]
	Bengali[image: External link]
	[50]



	1997

(45th)
	Rituparna Sengupta
	Romita Chaudhury
	Dahan[image: External link]
	Bengali[image: External link]
	[50]



	1998

(46th)
	Shabana Azmi
	Rambhi
	Godmother[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[51]



	1999

(47th)
	Kirron Kher
	Banalata
	Bariwali[image: External link]
	Bengali[image: External link]
	[52]



	2000

(48th)
	Raveena Tandon
	Durga
	Daman: A Victim of Marital Violence[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[53]



	2001

(49th)
	Tabu
	Mumtaz
	Chandni Bar[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[54]



	2001

(49th)
	Shobana[image: External link]
	Lakshmi
	Mitr, My Friend[image: External link]
	English[image: External link]
	[54]



	2002

(50th)
	Konkona Sen Sharma
	Meenakshi S. Iyer
	Mr. and Mrs. Iyer[image: External link]
	English[image: External link]
	[55]



	2003

(51st)
	Meera Jasmine[image: External link]
	Shahina
	Paadam Onnu: Oru Vilapam[image: External link]
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	[56]



	2004

(52nd)
	Tara
	Hasina
	Hasina[image: External link]
	Kannada[image: External link]
	[57]



	2005

(53rd)
	Sarika
	Shernaz
	Parzania[image: External link]
	English[image: External link]
	[58]



	2006

(54th)
	Priyamani
	Muththazhagu
	Paruthiveeran[image: External link]
	Tamil
	[59]



	2007

(55th)
	Umashree[image: External link]
	Gulabi
	Gulabi Talkies[image: External link]
	Kannada[image: External link]
	[60]



	2008

(56th)
	Priyanka Chopra
	Meghna Mathur
	Fashion
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[61]



	2009

(57th)
	Ananya Chatterjee
	Shikha
	Abohoman[image: External link]
	Bengali[image: External link]
	[62]



	2010

(58th)
	Mitalee Jagtap Varadkar
	Shirmi
	Baboo Band Baaja[image: External link]
	Marathi
	[63]



	2010

(58th)
	Saranya Ponvannan
	Veerayi
	Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link]
	Tamil
	[63]



	2011

(59th)
	Vidya Balan
	Reshma (Silk)[f]
	The Dirty Picture[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[65]



	2012

(60th)
	Usha Jadhav
	Yashoda
	Dhag[image: External link]
	Marathi
	[66]



	2013

(61st)
	Geetanjali Thapa
	Kamala
	Liar's Dice[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[67]



	2014

(62nd)
	Kangana Ranaut
	Rani Mehra
	Queen[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[68]



	2015

(63rd)
	Kangana Ranaut
	 • Tanuja "Tanu" Trivedi,

 • Kusum "Datto" Sangwan[g]
	Tanu Weds Manu Returns[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	[70]



	2016

(64th)
	Surabhi Lakshmi
	
	Minnaminugu-The Firefly
	Malayalam[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Denotes The year in which the film was censored[image: External link] by the Central Board of Film Certification[image: External link].


	
^ Cites the recipient and the role played by them in the film.


	
^ Dutt played the role of a woman suffering from multiple personality disorder[image: External link] in the film.[10]


	
^ Tagore performed dual roles in the film.[21]


	
^ Rekha played a single character which had two different names.[31]


	
^ Vidya played a single character which had two different names.[64]


	
^ Ranaut performed dual roles in the film.[69]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b Sabharwal, Gopa (2007). India Since 1947: The Independent Years[image: External link]. Penguin Books India. p. 116. ISBN  978-0-14-310274-8[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 28 June 2014. Retrieved 9 January 2013.


	
^ "About National Film Awards"[image: External link]. Directorate of Film Festivals[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 25 October 2011. Retrieved 24 October 2011.


	
^ a b c "21st National Awards For Films (1974)"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 17. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 28 September 2011. Retrieved 12 March 2012.


	
^ a b "22nd National Film Festival (1975)"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 15. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 28 September 2011. Retrieved 30 July 2011.


	
^ "Central Board of Film Certification – Annual Report 2011"[image: External link] (PDF). Central Board of Film Certification[image: External link]. p. 33. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 24 January 2013. Retrieved 25 November 2012.


	
^ "National Awards for Films – 1967 – Nargis Dutt"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. 25 November 1968. p. 29. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 28 September 2011. Retrieved 24 October 2011.


	
^ Nagarajan, Saraswathy (18 December 2004). "Coffee break with Shabana Azmi"[image: External link]. The Hindu. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 10 June 2012. Retrieved 21 December 2010.


	
^ a b "34th National Film Awards"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 27. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 17 October 2014. Retrieved 19 January 2011.


	
^ Bharathan, Hemjit (27 October 2008). "Grit to conquer grief"[image: External link]. The Hindu. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 8 March 2012. Retrieved 24 October 2011.


	
^ Sinha, Meenakshi (18 October 2009). "New ailments to spice up BO"[image: External link]. The Times of India. Retrieved 2 December 2012.


	
^ "15th National Film Awards"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 October 2012. Retrieved 19 November 2012.


	
^ "Raat Aur Din – Cast & credits"[image: External link]. British Film Institute[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 8 April 2015. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "16th National Film Awards – 1970"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 October 2012. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ B. Vijayakumar (10 October 2010). "Thulabharam 1968"[image: External link]. The Hindu. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 19 February 2011. Retrieved 22 December 2010.


	
^ a b "17th National Film Awards"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 20 October 2012. Retrieved 19 November 2012.


	
^ "The Illustrated Weekly of India"[image: External link]. 92. 1971: 57. Retrieved 9 January 2013.


	
^ Kohli, Suresh (25 October 2008). "Blast from the past – Reshma Aur Shera 1971"[image: External link]. The Hindu. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "20th National Film Awards – 1972"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 43. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 November 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "Adoor made us forget our identities"[image: External link]. Rediff.com. 8 September 2005. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 26 October 2012. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ Purohit, Vinayak (1988). Arts of transitional India twentieth century[image: External link]. Popular Prakashan. p. 1136. ISBN  978-0-86132-138-4[image: External link]. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ A. Chatterji, Shoma (16 October 2005). "I was different from other actresses"[image: External link]. The Tribune. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 4 March 2016. Retrieved 2 December 2012.


	
^ "23rd National Film Awards"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 19 February 2014. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ Raheja, Dinesh. "Mausam – The tantalising ambiguity of relationships"[image: External link]. Rediff.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 15 October 2012. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ Baskaran, Sundararaj Theodore (1996). The eye of the serpent: an introduction to Tamil cinema[image: External link]. East West Books. p. 149. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 9 October 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "25th National Film Awards"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. pp. 6–7. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 30 January 2013. Retrieved 15 November 2012.


	
^ Dinesh Raheja; Jitendra Kothari. "The Best of Smita Patil – Bhumika"[image: External link]. Rediff.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 10 September 2012. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "26th National Film Awards – 1979"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 36. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 19 February 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ Ashok Kumar, S. R (3 May 2002). "It's a heavy price to pay"[image: External link]. The Hindu. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 26 October 2011. Retrieved 24 October 2011.


	
^ Rajadhyaksha, Ashish; Willemen, Paul (26 June 1999). Encyclopaedia of Indian cinema[image: External link]. British Film Institute[image: External link]. p. 442. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 7 June 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "28th National Film Awards"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 19 February 2014. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ Devi, Sangeetha (3 November 2006). "Umrao Jaan unplugged"[image: External link]. The Hindu. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "29th National Film Awards"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 12. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 21 July 2011. Retrieved 7 August 2011.


	
^ "30th National Film Awards – 1983"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 3 October 2015. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ Raheja, Dinesh (8 July 2003). "'Arth': an ode to relationships"[image: External link]. Rediff.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 4 September 2012. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "31st National Film Awards – 1984"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 12 November 2013. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ "Shabana Azmi On Classiness in Cinema"[image: External link]. Forbes. 27 April 2012. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 31 October 2012. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "32nd National Film Awards – 1985"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 26 September 2013. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ Bowker (1986). Variety's Film Reviews: 1983–1984[image: External link]. R.R. Bowker[image: External link]. ISBN  978-0-8352-2798-8[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 31 December 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "32nd National Film Awards"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 25. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 28 September 2011. Retrieved 7 August 2011.


	
^ "35th National Film Awards – 1988"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 29. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 21 July 2011. Retrieved 7 August 2011.


	
^ "36th National Film Festival – 1989"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 28. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 May 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "37th National Film Awards – 1990"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 34. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 18 October 2014. Retrieved 19 January 2011.


	
^ "38th National Film Awards – 1991"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 November 2013. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ "39th National Film Festival – 1992"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 38. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 15 March 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "40th National Film Awards – 1993"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals – 1993. pp. 40–41. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 9 March 2016. Retrieved 15 November 2012.


	
^ "41st National Film Awards – 1994"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. pp. 36–37. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 28 September 2011. Retrieved 7 August 2011.


	
^ "42nd National Film Awards – 1995"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. pp. 26–27. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 12 October 2012. Retrieved 15 November 2012.


	
^ "43rd National Film Awards – 1996"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. pp. 26–27. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 15 December 2013. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ "44th National Film Awards – 1997"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 24. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 May 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ a b "45th National Film Awards – 1998"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 27. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 May 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "46th National Film Awards – 1999"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 26. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 3 December 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "47th National Film Awards – 2000"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 26. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 May 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "48th National Film Awards – 2001"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 42. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 16 October 2012. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ a b "49th National Film Awards – 2002"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. pp. 32–33. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 24 December 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "50th National Film Awards – 2003"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. pp. 34–35. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 May 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "51st National Film Awards – 2004"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 30. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 May 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "52nd National Film Awards – 2005"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 31. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 May 2014. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ "53rd National Film Awards – 2006"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 30. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 15 August 2016. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "54th National Film Awards – 2006"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 28. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 May 2014. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "55th National Film Awards – 2007"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 34. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 2 October 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "56th National Film Awards – 2008"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 36. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 15 October 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ "57th National Film Awards – 2009"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 66. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 4 November 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ a b "58th National Film Awards – 2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Directorate of Film Festivals. p. 78. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 14 April 2012. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ Chopra, Sonia. "The Dirty Picture review: Take a bow, Vidya Balan!"[image: External link]. Sify. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 12 June 2013. Retrieved 1 December 2012.


	
^ Jebaraj, Priscilla (7 March 2012). "Byari, a winning debut; Vidya Balan best actress"[image: External link]. The Hindu. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 25 July 2012. Retrieved 13 January 2013.


	
^ "60th National Film Awards Announced"[image: External link] (PDF) (Press release). Press Information Bureau (PIB), India. Retrieved 18 March 2013.


	
^ "61st National Film Awards Announced"[image: External link] (PDF) (Press release). Press Information Bureau (PIB), India. 16 April 2014. Retrieved 16 April 2014.


	
^ "62nd National Film Awards’ winners: ‘Haider’ wins five, Kangana Ranaut's ‘Queen’ two"[image: External link]. The Indian Express. 24 March 2015. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 25 March 2015. Retrieved 24 March 2015.


	
^ "Check out: Kangna Ranaut's warming up session on Tanu Weds Manu sets"[image: External link]. Bollywood Hungama. 25 November 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 26 November 2014. Retrieved 27 November 2014.


	
^ "63rd National Film Awards: List of winners"[image: External link]. The Times of India. 28 March 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 30 March 2016. Retrieved 28 March 2016.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official Page for Directorate of Film Festivals, India[image: External link]

	National Film Awards Archives[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Film awards for lead actress[image: External link]

	National Film Awards (India)[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 5 June 2017, at 17:17.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article National Film Award for Best Actress: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Film_Award_for_Best_Actress [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=National_Film_Award_for_Best_Actress [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Plot

	2 Cast

	3 Production

	4 Themes and influences

	5 Soundtrack

	6 Marketing and release

	7 Critical reception

	8 Box office

	9 Legacy

	10 Awards and nominations

	11 References

	12 External links





Kaminey






Kaminey (English: Rascal) is a 2009 Indian caper thriller film[image: External link] directed by Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link] and featuring Shahid Kapoor, Priyanka Chopra and Amol Gupte[image: External link] in the lead roles. Set against the backdrop of the Mumbai underworld[image: External link], Kaminey follows a rivalry between a pair of twins, one with a lisp[image: External link] and the other with a stutter[image: External link], over the course of a single day.

Bhardwaj co-wrote the screenplay with Sabrina Dhawan[image: External link], Abhishek Chaubey[image: External link], and Supratik Sen. Bhardwaj bought the original script for US$4,000 from Kenyan writer Cajetan Boy—whom he had mentored at a scriptwriting workshop in Uganda. Kaminey was released on 14 August 2009 and became a box-office success worldwide, grossing over ₹710 million (US$11 million) against a budget of ₹350 million (US$5.4 million). The film's soundtrack album also became a commercial success, with the song "Dhan Te Nan" topping the charts on various platforms.

Kaminey received widespread critical acclaim, with several critics and media publications placing it at number one on their listings of "Best film of the year". Since its release, the film has attained cult[image: External link] status. It received several awards and nominations at ceremonies across India. At the 55th Filmfare Awards, it received ten nominations, including Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link], Best Actress, and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]; it won the award for Best Special Effects[image: External link]. At the 57th National Film Awards, Kaminey won two awards[image: External link] — Best Audiography[image: External link] for Subash Sahoo and Special Jury Award[image: External link] for its editing by A. Sreekar Prasad[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




Charlie and Guddu are twins who were raised in Mumbai[image: External link]. Charlie lisps[image: External link] while Guddu stutters[image: External link]. Charlie likes to take shortcuts to fulfill his dream of becoming a bookmaker[image: External link] at the racecourse where he works for three criminal brothers who fix races[image: External link]. He is closer to the youngest brother Mikhail than to Guddu, to whom he is hostile. A jockey deceives Charlie when he bets ₹100,000 (US$1,600) on a horse during a fixed race, losing all of his savings. Seeking revenge, Charlie locates the jockey in an upmarket city hotel.

At the same hotel, policemen Lobo and Lele kill three drug dealers and collect a guitar case containing cocaine, which they must deliver to drug lord Tashi. Charlie and his men invade the jockey's hotel room and take all his possessions. The ensuing chase leads to the hotel car park where Lobo and Lele are placing the guitar case in their van. Charlie and his men seize the van to escape from the jockey's men and realise they had stolen a police vehicle, whilst also discovering the cocaine, which Charlie steals to sell. The policemen, upon returning, discover that the cocaine is missing and set out to find Charlie.

Meanwhile, Guddu's lover Sweety, sister of the politician Sunil Bhope, reveals that she is pregnant with Guddu's child and expresses her wish to marry Guddu. They marry later that night. Bhope hears about his sister's actions and sends his men to apprehend the lovers. Bhope's men gatecrash[image: External link] Guddu's wedding and beat him, then realise that he is a migrant from Uttar Pradesh[image: External link]. This enrages Bhope, who orders his men to kill Guddu and return Sweety to his house so he can arrange a marriage[image: External link] for her. Sweety fights off her brother's henchmen and escapes with Guddu.

Charlie tells Mikhail about the cocaine, who is delighted. When Charlie returns to retrieve the case, Bhope and his men are waiting inside the van. One of Bhope's men recognises Guddu as Charlie's twin and Bhope demands that Charlie reveal Guddu's whereabouts. An inebriated Mikhail interrupts their conversation and is killed by Bhope.

On the way to the airport, Guddu realises that Sweety has faked her stutter. At a petrol station, Lobo and Lele notice the pair. Mistaking Guddu for Charlie, they arrest him. They assault Guddu, refusing to believe that he is Charlie's twin brother until Guddu's mobile phone rings; the caller is revealed to be Bhope. Lobo and Lele agree to exchange Charlie for Guddu and Sweety on a train. The policemen take Guddu and Sweety to Bhope's house, where Bhope reveals that a local builder will pay him ₹50 million (US$780,000) to marry Sweety to the builder's son. Guddu bargains with Bhope—if he retrieves the cocaine-filled guitar case for Bhope, he will get Sweety. Bhope sends his henchmen with Guddu to retrieve the guitar case from Charlie's house.

The policemen assault Charlie, who refuses to negotiate, realising that the policemen are in as much trouble as himself. Charlie outwits the policemen, takes them hostage and negotiates with Tashi to exchange the guitar case for ₹1 million (US$16,000). Charlie sends the policemen to deliver the details to Tashi and returns to his house to retrieve the cocaine. At Charlie's house, Guddu arrives with Bhope's men. Sweety hears about Bhope's plans to kill Guddu and shoots at the members of her household. Guddu finds the case and fights Charlie, who lets Guddu go. Guddu takes the cocaine to the police, who bug[image: External link] him. Guddu arrives at Bhope's house the same time as Tashi and his gang, with Charlie as their hostage. Bhope and Tashi negotiate to trade the drugs, but Charlie snatches the guitar case and threatens to destroy it if Guddu and Sweety are not released. The lovers escape as the police arrive, leading to a shooting spree in which the cocaine is destroyed. Charlie's bosses arrive to avenge Mikhail's death, but are killed along with Bhope, Tashi and their henchmen. Charlie is shot and wounded.

Sweety gives birth to Guddu's twins and Charlie opens a bookmaking counter at the racecourse. Charlie is engaged to Sophia, a woman earlier featured in his dream.
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 Cast





	
Shahid Kapoor as Charlie and Guddu Sharma[4]


	
Priyanka Chopra as Sweety Shekhar Bhope

	
Amol Gupte[image: External link] as Sunil Shekhar Bhope (Bhope Bhau)

	
Deb Mukherjee[image: External link] as Mujeeb

	
Shiv Kumar Subramaniam[image: External link] as Lobo

	
Chandan Roy Sanyal[image: External link] as Mikhail

	Shashank Shende[image: External link]

	Tenzing Nima as Tashi[5]


	
Hrishikesh Joshi[image: External link] as Lele

	
Rajatava Dutta[image: External link] as Shumon

	Harish Khanna as Afghani

	Carlos Paca as Cajetan

	Eric Santos as Ragos

	Vishal Bhonsle as Steve

	Satyajit Sharma as Francis

	
Adil Hussain[image: External link] as Flight Purser

	Aakash Dahiya[image: External link]
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 Production
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 Development




During a scriptwriting workshop held by Mira Nair[image: External link] in 2005,[6] Cajetan Boy, a Kenyan writer from Nairobi, showed Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link] a script about twin brothers from the city's slums and the events that occur in their lives during a 24-hour period.[6][7] Bhardwaj liked Boy's approach to the script; Nair and Bhardwaj discussed it and thought it was a typical Bollywood masala[image: External link] film.[6] Boy sent Bhardwaj another draft of his script. Three years later, Bhardwaj asked Boy to sell him the idea, and he later bought the script for US$4,000.[6] Bhardwaj revisited the idea and added some Bollywood elements and a dark, serious side to the script.[6] He worked on the original idea with writers Sabrina Dhawan[image: External link], Abhishek Chaubey[image: External link] and Supratik Sen.[7][8] He included Dhawan in writing the screenplay because as he thought she would give it a "solid structure".[8] Bhardwaj said that during the writing of the screenplay, most of the original ideas were changed and the climax was "Indianized".[8] His re-worked version now included one brother with a stammer and the other with a lisp.[6] Bhardwaj said that despite the complicated structure, Kaminey is "anything but arty[image: External link]" and could not alienate audiences in any part of India, and that it is a simple story but with a complicated structure.[8] Dhawan said that the film's script was complex and has multiple stories which required excessive writing and rewriting to make each character sound distinct.[7]

The media showed concern over the film's title, deeming it "odd", and some people were shocked because of the title, which can be translated into English as "mean".[9][10] However, the makers said that "kaminey" is not a negative term and is actually a term of endearment.[9] According to Bhardwaj, the idea for the title came from a scene from Gulzar[image: External link]'s Ijaazat[image: External link] (1987), in which the lead actor (Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link]) refers to the actress in a loving manner; it was the first time that he heard the word used that way.[10] Bhardwaj told Rediff[image: External link], "when the script of this film was written, it was like discovering your own mean side. The format of the film is of a caper and all the characters in this film, excluding one, has an agenda. So I thought it was an apt title for the film".[10]
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 Casting




Shahid Kapoor was cast in the film's lead role. Several media outlets reported that Bhardwaj considered many actors before casting Kapoor in the role, which he refused.[6] Bhardwaj refuted the claims, saying, "There is a huge difference between discussing and narrating and offering someone a film and I would like to clear up the rumour by saying that Kaminey was never offered to anyone else and so no one rejected it."[6] Kapoor said that he accepted the role after reading the script. Priyanka Chopra was cast to play Sweety, the lead female role. She initially turned down the role, saying she felt it was a boys' film and her eight-scene part did not seem good enough. However, Bhardwaj persuaded her to accept the role.[11]

The idea for casting the screenwriter Amol Gupte[image: External link] came from the casting director Honey Terhan.[10] Gupte said that when he received a call from Terham, he thought it was a joke. He stated, "A man named Honey introduced himself as Vishal Bhardwaj's casting director and offered me a very important role. I banged the phone down not believing a word of what he said".[12] However, after meeting Bhradwaj and hearing a script reading, he loved the story and accepted the offer.[13] The actors Chandan Roy Sanyal, Shiv Subramnayam, Hrishikesh Joshi, Rajatava Dutta[image: External link] and Deb Mukherjee[image: External link] were cast in supporting roles.[14] For the role of drug dealer Tashi, Bhardwaj chose his friend Tenzing Nima—a tour operator in Mussoorie—saying he had the character and attitude he wanted, and a weird sense of humour.[11]
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 Characters




Bhardwaj instructed the film's entire cast and crew to watch caper classics such as Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels[image: External link] (1998), Snatch[image: External link] (2000), Pulp Fiction[image: External link] (1994) and True Romance[image: External link] (1993) to study the nuances and become familiar with the genre.[15] Shahid Kapoor played both Charlie and Guddu, twin brothers with speech impediments; Charlie has a lisp and Guddu stammers. The producers did not want them to look like caricatures, so Kapoor prepared for both roles by meeting and interacting with speech therapists and people with these impediments. According to Kapoor, the producers wanted to find out about the medical reasons for the impediments and their mental effects. They met specialists and thoroughly researched stammering and lisping. Kapoor said that each role had its own challenges. Charlie's physique was very different from Kapoor's and it took him nearly a year to change the look of his body. He found changing from one character to the other difficult.[16]

Chopra described her character Sweety as "feisty and vivacious".[17] She said, "Sweety is very busy, and does not have time to take care of her looks and apply make up. Her only aim in life is to bunk her lectures and visit her boyfriend's college or stay in his hotel, and eventually marry him." Chopra described both her character and herself as being "outspoken and fun loving" as well as honest and unable to "hide something that is wrong". She said she had a different cultural background to Sweety, and found it challenging to convincingly portray a Maharashtrian[image: External link] Marathi girl.[18] She had to adopt body language and a Maharashtrian accent to suit the character. She learnt the Marathi language to make the character as authentic as possible, which she found difficult as a Punjabi. Chopra said: "I am speaking a lot of Marathi in the film. It was difficult for me because it's a difficult language and I am not good at Marathi. But I think it's my luck that through Kaminey I got to learn one more language."[19]

Gupte described his character as mercurial, and found playing him a physical delight.[20] Gupte said his character keeps the frame unpredictable and that it provided him with a foil to express rage and anguish.[20] He worked a lot on his characterisation and tried to bring in his own references from European and Japanese cinema.[20] Chandan Roy Sanyal described his character Mikhail as provocative, mad, wicked and humorous.[4] Subramnayam and Joshi, who played Lobo and Lele respectively, described their characters as the most corrupt policemen in their department at the Anti-Narcotics Bureau. They said that to prepare for the roles they followed the script and Bhardwaj's instructions to get the characters right.[4] Mukherjee prepared for his role as Mujeeb by reading the script and understanding the characters, and discussing it with Bhardwaj.[4] Dutta, who played Shumon—a Bengali criminal involved in fixing horse races and arms dealing—said that he did not have much time to prepare for his role because he was given the script after he arrived in Mumbai, where Bhardwaj briefed him.[4]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] commenced in mid-2008, and the film was mostly shot in Mumbai.[21] During a late night shoot for a scene in Pune, Chopra received minor injuries. Chopra was supposed to ride a motorcycle with Kapoor seated on the pillion seat. Both fell off the motorcycle as it skidded on mud. Kapoor was unhurt but Chopra received scratch marks and bruises.[22] It was reported that Kapoor suffered from several injuries while shooting.[23] During filming, Chopra became hoarse because she had to scream her lines; an essential part of her role as an "extremely vocal Maharashtrian girl."[24] Some important railway sequences were shot at Wadi Bunder Yard near Sandhurst Road.[25] Kapoor found filming for both of his characters at nearly the same time very difficult; he would shoot them on alternate days.[26]
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 Themes and influences




According to the Hindustan Times, Kaminey "is the first attempt to deal with reality in a mature, matter of fact manner."[27] Unlike other Hindi films, in which the female lead is Sita[image: External link], the protagonist is Rama[image: External link] and the antagonist is Ravana[image: External link], the characters in Kaminey are nuanced humans in "layered and complex" situations.[27] Namrata Joshi from Outlook wrote that Kaminey reflects Bhardwaj's "enduring fascination for underdogs, characters on the margins of society and the morally compromised".[11] Bhardwaj told Rediff.com that the film deals with "themes that affect our lives directly", and "is a reminder that we all have a dark side, and often we are not fully aware of that side".[8] Rakesh Bedi from The Economic Times wrote, "Bhardwaj presents the two warring brothers with speech defects. In today's world of logorrhea, communication is fraught with many dangers: misunderstandings, paranoias, recriminations, conflicts. Everyone speaks but no one understands. Bhardwaj gave the twins verbal impediments to show that the world has now been so hardwired to convoluted and calamitous communication that it needs silence or a speech defect to hash things out."[28] He continued, "[w]ith some glitches, Bhardwaj has almost re-birthed the Hindi film".[28] The film also explores sex and sexuality, which according to Bedi were explored in a "radically different and refreshing" way, and the director "daringly takes it a step further". When Sweety becomes pregnant, the couple "decide to carry the pregnancy to term after a bit of hesitation. So she literally pushes her man into marriage. (Had Bhardwaj abjured marriage, it would have been a complete break but the nuptials were essential to the drama of the film.)"[28] The Daily Beast[image: External link] said that "for aficionados of the Hindi-language genre, Kaminey is a revolutionary manifesto. It takes classic Bollywood tropes—estranged brothers, a case of mistaken identity, high drama approaching slapstick comedy—and presents them with Hollywood-style realism instead of Bollywood's wink-nudge mix of melodrama and posturing.[29][30]

Bhardwaj has been influenced by many directors—including Manmohan Desai[image: External link], Subhash Ghai[image: External link], Quentin Tarantino[image: External link] and Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link]—and combines these influences in his work.[31] Rakesh Bedi wrote that "Bhardwaj keeps displaying his vision throughout the film".[28] Reviewers have compared the film's multi-plot narrative to those of several films by Tarantino, Guy Ritchie[image: External link] and the Coen Brothers[image: External link].[32] Reviewers said that the film mostly belongs to the level of Pulp Fiction; Shubhra Gupta of The Indian Express called it "Bollywood's first all-the-way-out-to-there pulp fiction".[33] Bedi wrote, "there's Buñuel[image: External link] in the Bengali dons, there's Kurosawa[image: External link] ... in that surreal train car in which Charlie lives, there's Ray[image: External link] in money-floating dreams that Charlie has".[28] Keshav Chaturvedi of the Hindustan Times compared the apocalyptical gang war in the climax to Apocalypse Now[image: External link] (1979). He said, "Bhardwaj just demolishes the cliches of Bollywood. In ripping apart the stereotype, he gives us a prototype: a Bollywood that deals with alienation, ... angst, ...  and atrocity."[27] A review in The Times of India said that the film's climax reaches the level of Reservoir Dogs[image: External link], and described it as "absolutely riveting stuff, with the camera going on a hitherto unexplored journey in Indian cinema."[34]
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 Soundtrack




Vishal Bhardwaj composed the music soundtrack for Kaminey and Gulzar wrote the lyrics. The album contains five original songs, two remixes and one theme song; it was released on 6 July 2009. Vishal Bhardwaj stated that the song "Dhan Te Nan" was not originally composed for the film, but for an episode of the television series Gubbare titled Dhan Te Nan. The soundtrack album was commercially successful after its release, especially "Dhan Te Nan", which topped the charts across various platforms.[35][36]

The soundtrack album received positive reviews from music critics. Rediff.com rated the album 4.5 out of 5, labelled it a "masterpiece" and wrote, "Bhardwaj has delivered a soundtrack that is lethally explosive. Not that we expected anything less. And trust Gulzar to artfully craft a really long fuse for the Kaminey bomb, making sure the tracks stay afire long before and after they actually go boom."[37] Joginder Tuteja from Bollywood Hungama gave a rating 4 out 5 and wrote, "Kaminey is certainly not a run of the mill album and this is where its prime strength lies. The album boasts of at least three chartbuster tracks—'Dhan Te Nan' (sure shot superhit), 'Thode Bheege' (must for the hearts in love) and 'Raat Ke Dhai Baje' (for some 'masti' and 'hungama'). Songs like 'Fatak' and 'Kaminey' are innovative and situational which showcase the range of Vishal Bhardwaj. Add to that the 'Go Charlie Go – Theme Music' and you know that Kaminey is yet another addition to some excellent albums that have hit the stands during last one month."[38] Planet Bollywood rated the album 8.5 out of 10 and said it is the best soundtrack released that year, and that "[i]t has experimentations with both music and lyrics".[39] Indo-Asian News Service praised the soundtrack and said that " ... "Kaminey" is easily among 2009's finest scores. Experimental in its sound, yet very mainstream in appeal. Vishal Bhardwaj has proved his mettle yet again."[40]



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Music
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Dhan Te Nan"
	Gulzar[image: External link]
	Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link]
	Sukhwinder Singh[image: External link], Vishal Dadlani[image: External link]
	4:41



	2.
	"Fatak"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Sukhwinder Singh, Kailash Kher[image: External link]
	5:30



	3.
	"Go Charlie Go"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Theme[image: External link]
	2:12



	4.
	"Kaminey"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	5:58



	5.
	"Raat Ke Dhai Baje"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Suresh Wadkar[image: External link], Rekha Bhardwaj[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link], Kunal Ganjawala[image: External link]
	4:31



	6.
	"Pehli Baar Mohabbat"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Mohit Chauhan[image: External link]
	5:20



	7.
	"Dhan Te Nan (Remix)"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Sukhwinder Singh, Vishal Dadlani
	4:03



	8.
	"Raat Ke Dhai Baje (Remix)"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Suresh Wadkar, Rekha Bhardwaj, Sunidhi Chauhan, Kunal Ganjawala
	4:20
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 Marketing and release




The teaser poster of Kaminey was received positively by critics.[41] The trailer, which introduces four characters; one lisping, one stuttering, a woman yelling about having raped a man and one jeering at the lisper, received positive reviews.[42] Critics kept their expectations high due to Bhardwaj's previous films, and said the trailer was like a comic book which introduces the characters of Kapoor and Chopra differently.[42] The theatrical trailers and the music generated interest for the film.[26] The film's marketing also involved public appearances by Chopra and Kapoor.[43]

The makers of the film were disappointed by the Censor Board for Film Certification[image: External link]'s decision to grant the film an " A[image: External link]" certificate—meant for viewers 18 years or older—instead of a " U/A[image: External link]" certificate that they had expected. Bhardwaj said, "It was injustice to us. There is no abusive language used in the film and the violence is of 'comic book kind'." The Censor Board asked him to replace dialogue which mentioned the city of Pilibhit[image: External link]—which they said was a sensitive constituency—with a fictitious city name. He replaced Pilibhit with Barabanki."[44] The film was subject to some controversies. A First Information Report[image: External link] was filed by Jagannath Sena Sangathan at a police station in Puri[image: External link] against the film for allegedly denigrating Lord Jagannath[image: External link]. According to them, a scene in which the text "Apna Hath Jagannath" is seen in a toilet on a semi-clad model had hurt religious sentiments. The objectionable portion of the scene was removed from the prints released in the state of Orissa.[45] A complaint supported by a caste group backed by a Samajwadi Party[image: External link] MP about the use of the name of a community "teli" in the song "Dhan Te Nan"—which was considered derogatory to the Teli community—was filed with the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting[image: External link]. The Censor Board reacted to the complaint, insisting on the replacement of the word, which was later replaced with "Dilli".[46]

Kaminey was scheduled to release on 5 June 2009. However, the release was postponed because of problems between the producers and multiplexes in India.[47] The film was released on 14 August 2009 on 1,200 screens worldwide.[48][49] Because of the 2009 flu pandemic[image: External link], the film was not released in the Maharashtra region—including Mumbai and Pune—because the multiplexes in these cities were closed by the Maharashtra government for three days as part of precautionary measures against swine flu.[49] Moser Baer Home Videos[image: External link] released Kaminey on DVD in October 2009 across all regions in a two-disc pack complying with the NTSC[image: External link] format. One disc contains the film; the other has additional content including a "making of the film" documentary, the original beginning and deleted scenes.[50] VCD[image: External link] and Blu-Ray[image: External link] versions were released at the same time.[51] Bollywood Hungama critic Joginder Tuteja rated the DVD 4 out of 5, praising the bonus features and the packaging.[50]

Airtel Digital TV[image: External link] premièred the film on its Pay Per View service on 12 September 2009.[52] The Indian television première of the film was on Colors on 28 February 2010.[53]
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 Critical reception




Kaminey received widespread critical acclaim from critics who praised many aspects of the film. Raja Sen of Rediff.com rated the film 4.5 out of 5 and wrote, "Kaminey is startlingly clever, an innovative film with genuine surprises. A kind of film whose success we ought all pray for, because it'll prove smart cinema works."[30] The Indian Express[image: External link] gave a rating of 4 out of 5, calling it "Bollywood's first all-the-way-out-to-there pulp fiction".[33] Rajeev Masand of CNN-IBN gave the film 4 stars out of 5, called it a "must watch" and wrote, "[i]t's an unpredictable crime drama that combines violence and dark humor in a manner that's reminiscent of the films of Quentin Tarantino, Guy Ritchie and the Coen Brothers. And yet Kaminey is so original and inventive in the manner in which it takes Bollywood's favorite formula—twin brothers—and turns it on its head." He praised the writing—which he said was the film's real strength, the non-linear screenplay and the dialogue, and wrote that the film has "the best performance you will see by an ensemble cast in a long time".[32] Nikhat Kazmi from The Times of India rated the film 4 out of 5, and said it is "Bollywood's first film which is full of brains, brawn and belligerence besides being a bravura attempt to rewrite the tried and tested idiom of desi movielore. Kaminey is a smart and balsy film that brings Hollywood to Bollywood which catapult the viewer into the dark, violent world of crime and criminals, leaving you no time to blink or breathe easy ... Tarantino, take a bow. Brave new Bollywood is here."[34]

Anupama Chopra gave a rating of 4 out of 5 and wrote "Kaminey is the best Bollywood film I've seen this year. It's an audacious, original rollercoaster ride. Written and directed by Vishal Bharadwaj, Kaminey requires patience and attention but the pay off is more than worth it."[54] Taran Adarsh of Bollywood Hungama rated the film 4 out of 5 and wrote "Kaminey is bold, stark, funny and unpredictable and is a film with an attitude. Like it or leave it, but you'd never be able to ignore it. Word from the wise: Go for this hatke (different) experience!"[55] Zee News[image: External link] also rated the film 4 out of 5 and said, "Bhardwaj has once again delivered a powerful film that completely bowls you over with its splendid script, riveting narrative and stellar performances by lead pair—Shahid and Priyanka [who] have a cracking on-screen chemistry that certainly reminds you of yesteryears [ sic[image: External link]] on-screen couples." The review also said, "Kaminey is an engrossing flick that does not let you move from your seat!"[56] Kaveree Bamzai of India Today rated the film 4 out of 5 and said it "is dark, melodramatic, poetic and ultimately operatic". He also said, "Its lyrics are the blow-up-your-brains-out kind ... and its music, composed by the multi-talented Bharadwaj is perfectly in sync with a narrative that doesn't pause for breath."[57] Namrata Joshi from Outlook gave a rating of 4 out 5 and called Kaminey "a strikingly anarchic, unusually energetic, quirky and frenetic film".[58] Sudhish Kamath of The Hindu gave the film 4 stars and wrote, "Kaminey takes the post-postmodern noir genre to a whole new level, to a sophistication the Indian audience isn't used to. Watch it at least twice to fully appreciate this masterpiece."[59][60] Writing for Variety, critic Joe Leydon described the film as a "tasty cinematic masala that is energetically entertaining, if not consistently coherent".[61]
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 Box office




Kaminey was successful throughout India, with occupancy around 90% across multiplexes. The film was successful across most single screens,[62] and collected ₹170 million (US$2.6 million) in India during the opening weekend.[63] In its first week of release, the film collected ₹250 million (US$3.9 million) in India.[64] Because of the delayed release in Maharashtra, it lost about ₹50 million (US$780,000). However, the film profited in Mumbai after its release in Maharashtra on Monday and during its run, and it had earned ₹410 million (US$6.4 million) within four weeks.[65][66] Kaminey earned ₹710 million (US$11 million) worldwide; Box Office India declared it a hit and it became a commercial success.[3]

Overseas, the film grossed around ₹82.50 million (US$1.3 million) in North America, the UAE, the UK and Australia during the opening weekend. The film's most successful overseas market was North America.[67] It collected around ₹120 million (US$1.9 million) in 10 days from international markets and proved to be a commercial success outside India.[68]
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 Legacy




Film director Shekhar Kapur[image: External link] praised the film, saying, "Kaminey catapults Indian Cinema in modernity beyond Tarantino".[69] He said that Kaminey would be able to compete with any film in the world in terms of its design, performances, inherent narratives, editing and pace.[29] Filmmaker Karan Johar labelled it a cult film, describing it as "edgy ... cult and geniusely performed and executed! Go get a shot of new age cinema and cinematic bravery!"[70] The film became the most widely debated and dissected Bollywood film after Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra[image: External link]'s 2006 film Rang De Basanti[image: External link].[11] Rajeev Masand, and Rediff.com rated it as the best film of the year.[71][72] Raja Sen said the performances were among the best performances of 2009. Gupte, Roy Sanyal and Kapoor were placed at numbers six, three and one respectively as the best performances of 2009 by a Hindi actor by Rediff.[73]

Rediff.com placed Chopra at number one as the best performance of 2009 by a Hindi actress.[74] Chopra said, "[y]ou don't get to work in a fantastic movie like Kaminey and play someone like Sweety every day".[47] Hindi Film News said Kaminey was the best Bollywood film of the decade.[75] It ranked Shahid Kapoor's performance at number four for the finest performance by a Bollywood actor for the decade, and in a public poll the song "Dhan Te Nan" was voted the thirteenth-best Bollywood song of the decade.[76][77] Rediff.com also included the film on its list of "Top 25 Hindi Action Films of all Time".[78] Since its release, the film has gained a cult following and is regarded as a cult film[image: External link] of the 2000s decade of Bollywood.[79]
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of accolades received by Kaminey[image: External link]


Kaminey has received several awards and nominations in categories ranging from recognition of the film itself, to its cinematography, direction, screenplay, music and cast performances. At the 55th Filmfare Awards, the film received ten nominations—more than any other film—for awards including Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link], Best Actress, and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].[80] However, it won only the award for Best Special Effects[image: External link].[81] The film also won two National Film Awards[image: External link]; Best Audiography[image: External link] for Subash Sahoo and Special Jury Award[image: External link] for Film Editing at the 57th National Film Awards for A. Sreekar Prasad[image: External link].[82] It received eleven nominations at the 5th Apsara Film & Television Producers Guild Award and won two, one of which was Best Actress[image: External link] for Chopra.[83][84]
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7 Khoon Maaf






7 Khoon Maaf (read as Saat Khoon Maaf, released internationally as Seven Sins Forgiven) is a 2011 Indian black comedy[image: External link] film directed, co-written and co-produced by Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link]. The film stars Priyanka Chopra in the lead role, with Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link], Irrfan Khan, Annu Kapoor[image: External link], Neil Nitin Mukesh[image: External link], John Abraham[image: External link], Aleksandr Dyachenko[image: External link], Vivaan Shah[image: External link] and Usha Uthup[image: External link] in supporting roles. The film tells the story of a femme fatale, Susanna Anna-Marie Johannes, an Anglo-Indian woman who murders her seven husbands in an unending quest for love.

7 Khoon Maaf is an adaptation of the short story Susanna's Seven Husbands by Ruskin Bond. After Bhardwaj saw the possibility of a script in the short story, he requested Bond to develop the story for a film adaptation. Bond expanded his four-page short story into an 80-page novella, and later Bhardwaj co-wrote the script with Matthew Robbins[image: External link]. The film's musical score was composed by Bhardwaj, and Gulzar[image: External link] wrote the lyrics. Principal photography[image: External link] started in Kashmir[image: External link] before moving to Coorg[image: External link], where extensive filming was done.

The film opened on 18 February 2011, to universal critical acclaim, with special praise for Chopra's performance.[4][5] Despite the universal critical acclaim, 7 Khoon Maaf underperformed at the box-office. However, according to its producers, it made a profit by earning a total of ₹33 crore (US$5.1 million) for its box-office run and television-music-home-video rights against a production budget of ₹15 crore (US$2.3 million). It premiered at the 61st Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link], receiving several accolades at award ceremonies across India. At the 57th Filmfare Awards 7 Khoon Maaf received three nominations, winning two: the Best Actress Critics Award for Chopra and the Best Female Playback Singer[image: External link] for Uthup and Rekha Bhardwaj[image: External link]'s song, "Darling".
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 Plot
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 Prologue—Prem Pujari




7 Khoon Maaf tells the story of an Anglo-Indian woman, Susanna Anna-Marie Johannes (Priyanka Chopra), who murders all her husbands. Susanna tries to find love, but six of her seven husbands have a flaw which proves fatal. The killings (and her yearning for love) are explained by the loss of her mother at a young age. The story is told by a young forensic pathologist, Arun (Vivaan Shah[image: External link]), to his wife, Nandini (Konkona Sen Sharma). Arun has watched Susanna since their childhood, and has a secret crush on her. He owes his life to her; she funded his education, making him what he is today. Arun tells his wife that Susanna has committed suicide, leaving him a note congratulating him on his marriage. The doctor must now confirm that the body found is Susanna's. Arun is unable to overcome his grief over her death and pours out his heart to his wife, who listens patiently.
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 Adamkhor Major




Susanna's (Priyanka Chopra) first husband—Edwin Rodriques (Neil Nitin Mukesh[image: External link]), an army major—is overbearing, jealous and possessive. Disabled, he cannot believe that a beautiful woman like Susanna would be faithful to him. Uncertain of his sexual potency, he takes out his anger on his wife. Although Susanna endures his mental cruelty, she cannot forgive Edwin for blinding her faithful, mute stableboy[image: External link] (Shashi Malviya) with a whip. Edwin is eliminated during a panther-hunting trip with the help of Susanna's faithful maid (Usha Uthup[image: External link]), butler (Harish Khanna) and the mute stableboy.
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 Ek Duje Ke Liye




Susanna's second husband—Jamshed Singh Rathod (John Abraham[image: External link]), who renames himself Jimmy Stetson after their marriage—is a singer whose flaw is pride. The marriage begins well, but Jimmy becomes successful and misuses his new-found fame. He steals songs, dallies with other women and becomes dependent on drugs. Susanna wants to be lucky in love the second time; she tries to wean him from his addiction, but he continues in secret. She gives up, disposing of him with a heroin overdose. Police investigators find footprints near his body indicating that a person with six toes is the murderer.
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 Musafir Hoon Yaaron




Susanna's third husband—Wasiullah Khan (also known as Musafir) (Irrfan Khan)—is a soft-spoken, thoughtful poet by day and a sado-masochist[image: External link] by night. Susanna tries to cover her bruises with makeup; her servants cannot bear to see her mistreated, and advise her to get rid of him. Khan is ultimately interred in a snowy Kashmiri grave.
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 Amar Prem




Her fourth husband, Nicolai Vronsky (Aleksandr Dyachenko), is a Russian spy leading a double life. When Susanna discovers he has another wife and family, her rage knows no bounds and he meets his end with the aid of Susanna's pet snakes. After Vronsky's death, Susanna no longer agonizes over eliminating anyone of whom she disapproves.
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 Pyaar Ki Keemat




Her fifth husband, Keemat Lal (Annu Kapoor[image: External link]), is a police inspector who has shielded his "Madame" from prosecution for two murders in exchange for marriage. With a voracious appetite for sex, his dependence on Viagra[image: External link] proves his undoing; one fateful night, Susanna mixes an overdose of the drug into Lal's drink.
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 Mushroom Da




Modhusudhon Tarafdar (Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link]) is a Bengali doctor who rescues Susanna from a suicide attempt (when she learns about Arun's marriage) and puts her on a mushroom-only diet. Although she does not want to marry him, Tarafdar persuades her with a promise that she will be the sole heir of his property. Actually bankrupt, he tries to poison Susanna with mushroom soup several years later for her inheritance. Her butler drinks it by accident and dies instead; in a state of shock, she shoots Tarafdar during a game of Russian roulette[image: External link]. That night, Susanna sets her house ablaze in another suicide attempt. Seeing the house on fire, her maid (who has six toes) tries to rescue her but dies in the attempt.
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 Epilogue—The seventh husband




In the forensics laboratory, Arun discovers that the body is not Susanna's; however, he declares Susanna dead in his reports. He looks for her; when he finds Susanna, she tells him she is finally getting married the next day to someone who accepts her, knowing all her sins. In an epiphany[image: External link] she imagines Jesus Christ[image: External link] as her seventh husband, full of love and never hurtful; she becomes a nun and finding the love she sought all her life. Arun and Nandini return home after he tells her that Susanna is dead.
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 Cast





	
Priyanka Chopra as Susanna Anna-Marie Johannes (also known as Saheb, Suzi, Sultana, Anna and Sunaina)

	
Neil Nitin Mukesh[image: External link] as Major Edwin Rodriques (first husband)

	
John Abraham[image: External link] as Jamshed Singh Rathod-Jimmy Stetson (second husband)

	
Irrfan Khan as Wasiullah Khan (also known as Musafir) (third husband)

	
Aleksandr Dyachenko[image: External link] as Nicolai Vronsky (fourth husband)

	
Annu Kapoor[image: External link] as Inspector Keemat Lal (fifth husband)

	
Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link] as Dr. Modhusudhon Tarafdar (also known as Modhu Daa) (sixth husband)

	
Vivaan Shah[image: External link] as Arun Kumar

	
Usha Uthup[image: External link] as Maggie Aunty (maid)

	Harish Khanna as Galib Khan (butler)

	Shashi Malviya as Goonga Chacha (stableboy)

	
Konkona Sen Sharma as Nandini, Arun's wife (cameo appearance)

	
Ruskin Bond as church father (cameo appearance)

	Radhika Arora as Nandini's friend (cameo appearance)

	
Ayush Tandon[image: External link] as Young Arun
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 Production
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 Development




The idea for 7 Khoon Maaf came when Ruskin Bond sent his book of Short Story collection to Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link].[6] He was intrigued by a four-page story's title named "Susanna's Seven Husbands", and thought it had potential for a novel and a film. Bhardwaj said, "I told myself why would a woman have seven husbands and then I came to know that she also kills them! I was immediately hooked to it. It reminded me of a very old film, Bluebeard's Seven Wives[image: External link]".[7] Bhardwaj suggested the story to a fellow director, who was looking for a good story. However, after reading the short story, the director dismissed it saying it has no film potential. After reading the story twice, he became even more confident about possibility of a film.[8] Bhardwaj who had previously adapted Bond's novel The Blue Umbrella[image: External link] into a film[image: External link], decided to adapt the short story for the screen.[9] Bhardwaj later requested Bond to turn the story into a novella, noting that only Bond could flesh out the characters well, to which he agreed.[10] Bond expanded the story into an 80-page novella, which later became a 200-page full-length Hindi script. Bhardwaj co-wrote the script with Matthew Robbins[image: External link].

Bhardwaj noted that he retained Bond's theme, but incorporated his own elements to make the film a dark comedy. He said, "I had previously taken liberties with Shakespeare. Naturally, when you adapt a story, your vision also comes in it. But I have remained honest to its essence".[7] He included Keemat Lal (who plays a police officer in all Bond's stories), although the character is not in the original story. Bhardwaj decided to include him in the film as an homage to Bond, explaining that he took liberties with characters' names and traits.[7][11] Bond also had to devise Indian methods of killing the husbands, which he found challenging: "The challenge was devising seven ingenious ways in which she could kill her husbands without being suspected. And she does it successfully, until towards the end".[11]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Casting and characters




Priyanka Chopra was Bhardwaj's original choice for the role of Susanna after he worked with the actress in Kaminey:[12] He said that Chopra "is the finest actor of her generation right now... As a director I had so much trust on her that I felt that no one else can essay this role as brilliantly as she would do".[13] Mohanlal[image: External link] was cast as one of Susanna's husbands in the film;[14] however, he left the project to concentrate on Malayalam films.[15] The actor was replaced by Annu Kapoor in the role of Inspector Keemat Lal.[16] Other actors in the film were John Abraham, Naseeruddin Shah, Neil Nitin Mukesh and Vivaan Shah. Directors Karan Johar and Imtiaz Ali[image: External link] were approached to play two of the seven husbands, but they reportedly turned down the offer.[17][18] Usha Uthup was cast as Susanna's maid in the film.[19] Konkona Sen Sharma was confirmed for a cameo appearance.[20]

During production, the film underwent two name changes. The project was initially titled Seven, which became Ek Bataa Saat and finally 7 Khoon Maaf. In the film, Chopra's character ages from 20 to 65, and prosthetic makeup[image: External link] was used for her looks at different ages.[21] Bhardwaj hired Hollywood special makeup effects artist Greg Cannom[image: External link], who did the makeup for 2008's The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link], to create seven looks for the character.[22] Chopra found the most challenging period was that of the 65-year-old woman.[23] The actress said, "prosthetics had to play a heavy part but I’m happy that I pushed myself as the result is really fab. I had to be very careful of not doing things that would damage the make-up". To make Chopra look authentic, the makeup team used Chopra's mother's and grandmother’s photos to create her look.[24] She had to gain five kg weight to fit her aging character.[25]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] began in March 2010 with Chopra and Irrfan Khan in Kashmir. Locations included Shalimar Bagh[image: External link] and Dal Lake[image: External link] in Srinagar[image: External link].[26][27][28] The cast and crew were provided with two-tier security coverage by the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and the Jammu & Kashmir Police, due to unrest in the valley.[29] The film was also shot in Gulmarg[image: External link], Delhi[30][31] and Coorg[image: External link], which included extensive shooting in the forests.[32][33] Other locations were Puducherry[image: External link], Mumbai[image: External link], Hyderabad[image: External link] and in Russia[image: External link].[34][35][36] During filming Chopra was restricted from eating and drinking while donning the prosthetic makeup[image: External link] (which took five hours to apply).[37]
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 Soundtrack




The film's score and songs were composed by Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link], with lyrics by Gulzar[image: External link]. Its soundtrack contains seven songs and two reprise versions. The soundtrack was digitally released on Ovi (Nokia)[image: External link] on 21 January 2011, and on CD 24 January 2011. The song "Darling" is based on the Russian folk song " Kalinka[image: External link]", and contains several Russian words (one of Susanna's husbands was Russian). "Kalinka" is credited on the album cover.[38] "Tere Liye", sung by Suresh Wadkar[image: External link], was not used in the film.



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Music
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Darling"
	Gulzar[image: External link]
	Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link]
	Usha Uthup[image: External link], Rekha Bhardwaj[image: External link]
	3:27



	2.
	"Bekaraan"
	Gulzar, Javed Sheikh
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link]
	6:25



	3.
	"O' Mama"
	Ajinkya Iyer
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	KK[image: External link], Clinton Cerejo[image: External link]
	4:53



	4.
	"Awaara"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Master Saleem[image: External link]
	5:31



	5.
	"Tere Liye"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Suresh Wadkar[image: External link]
	5:42



	6.
	"Dil Dil Hai"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Suraj Jagan[image: External link]
	3:06



	7.
	"Yeshu"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Rekha Bhardwaj
	6:26



	8.
	"Doosri Darling"
	Gulzar
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	Usha Uthup, Rekha Bhardwaj, Clinton Cerejo, Francois Castellino
	3:04



	9.
	"O' Mama (Acoustic)"
	Ajinkya Iyer
	Vishal Bhardwaj
	KK
	1:50




The soundtrack received positive reviews from music critics. The Indo-Asian News Service gave the album 3.5 stars (out of 5): "Bharadwaj has composed a wonderful album that is not a clone of his previous work. It exudes freshness and is worth listening. However, the songs would not have achieved zenith without Gulzar's lovely lyrics. The team has done it again".[39] Bollywood Hungama rated the album a 3 (out of 5): "7 Khoon Maaf is a good album with a couple of definite hits, couple of skip worthy ones and the remaining have the potential to grow. Since 7 Khoon Maaf is not a routine Bollywood affair, it can't be expecting a quick pick at the stands from Day One".[40] The Hindustan Times noted that the soundtrack takes the listener through a variety of moods: "Bhardwaj has certainly succeeded in adding new sounds to his catalogue. He continues to evade Bollywood monotony with this soundtrack [...] an innovative effort."[41]
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 Marketing and release




The film's preview and trailer were released on 24 December 2010 to a positive response from critics, who praised the whole presentation and Chopra's dialogues particularly: "duniya ki har biwi ne kabhie na kabhie toh yeh zarur sochega, ki main apne pati se hamesha hamesha ke liye chutkara kaise paun" ("Every wife in the entire world must have once in her lifetime thought of how to get rid of her husband forever").[42] Following the preview-trailer launches, Chopra promoted the film by appearing with seven men (dressed as bridegrooms) at the Radio Mirchi FM studio.[43] The succession of marriages and funerals was illustrated at a promotional event for the film, where Chopra appeared as a Catholic bride in a wedding gown holding a bouquet. A short time later she reappeared as a widow in mourning, for her husbands' funerals.[43][44]

Emphasizing the film's theme, Chopra introduced a "seven ways to lose your Valentine" press kit for reporters at a Valentines Day[image: External link] promotion. The kit contained a rope, a syringe, a knife, a bottle of poison, a sachet of potassium cyanide, an ice pick and a blister pack of Viagra, which was based on Susanna's way to kill her husbands in the film.[45] In February 2011, a book entitled Susanna's Seven Husbands was released by Penguin Books[image: External link] as a collector's edition including the novella, the short story and the film’s screenplay.[46]

The film was screened at the 61st Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link] as part of its world premiere in the festival's Panorama section[image: External link].[47] At the Friedrichstadt Palace[image: External link] (a Berlin theatre) an audience of some 2,500 people watched the film on the festival's final evening, giving the director and the nine cast and crew members present a standing ovation when they appeared onstage.[47] 7 Khoon Maaf was originally scheduled for release on 21 January 2011, but was postponed a month to avoid conflicting with Dhobi Ghat[image: External link].[48] The film was released on 18 February 2011 on about 700 screens across India.[49] Reliance Home Entertainment[image: External link] released 7 Khoon Maaf on DVD in March 2011 across all regions in a one-disc NTSC format.[50] The Blu-ray[image: External link] and Video CD[image: External link] versions were released at the same time.[51]
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 Critical reception




7 Khoon Maaf released to universal critical acclaim and Chopra's performance was singled out in particular, with many reviewers describing it as "a role of a lifetime".[4] Aniruddha Guha of the Daily News and Analysis rated the film a four (out of five) and wrote, "For a filmmaker who has long established his hold over the craft, 7 Khoon Maaf is the only way forward – it pushes the envelope and takes you on a cinematic journey you may not experience in a Hindi film for a long time to come". She praised Chopra's performance: "Priyanka Chopra takes on a character that most of her contemporaries would shy away from and enacts it in a way that only she possibly can. For a woman with as many shades as Susanna, Chopra gets a crack at a role of a lifetime. And Bhardwaj ensures she sparkles like never before".[52] The Indo-Asian News Service described the film as a "winner" by Vishal Bhardwaj, rating it four out of five: "Chalk up an absolute winner for the Vishal Bhardwaj-Priyanka Chopra team. They make a coherent vision out of an inconceivable marital crises."[53] Zee News[image: External link] also rated the film four out of five: "Vishal Bhardwaj does it again. The maverick filmmaker has once again woven magic with his latest blockbuster Saat Khoon Maaf, which presents Priyanka Chopra in a never before character".[54]

Nikhat Kazmi of the Times of India[image: External link] gave the film a 3.5 (out of 5) rating, describing it as "serious, sensitive and stirring", "a whole new cinematic experience" and praising Chopra's performance: "7 Khoon Maaf would undoubtedly end up as a milestone in Priyanka Chopra's career graph. The actor displays exquisite command over a complex character that is definitely a first in Indian cinema. She renders a subtle and restrained portrayal of a lonely and wronged woman who wanted love and only love from life".[55] Mayank Shekhar of the Hindustan Times gave 7 Khoon Maaf three out of five stars noting that the film was crafted around strong, effective scenes alone: a lot of them, cleanly cut and clinical, a whole lot immediately compelling, and recommended not to miss the partly captivating film[56] Taran Adarsh of Bollywood Hungama gave the film three stars, saying that "7 Khoon Maaf is a dark film that has its share of positives and negatives. However, the film will meet with diverse reactions – some will fancy it, while some will abhor it. The film will appeal more to the critics/columnists and the festival circuit".[57] [58] [59]
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 Box office




At the box office, the film opened to weak ticket sales across India (its release coincided with the 2011 Cricket World Cup[image: External link]).[2] It grossed ₹14 crore (US$2.2 million) during its first week.[60] By the end of its domestic box office run, the film earned approximately ₹20 crore (US$3.1 million), an underperformance compared to its production budget of ₹15 crore (US$2.3 million).[2][3] It made an additional ₹13 crore (US$2.0 million) from the pre-release sale of music, television, and home video rights. Its producers reported that the venture was commercially successful. Siddharth Roy Kapur[image: External link] (CEO of UTV Motion Pictures) said, "'7 Khoon Maaf' has worked well for us commercially due to a combination of tight production budgeting, optimised spending on prints and publicity and a pre-sales strategy that helped us to de-risk the film via sales of home video, music, satellite and theatrical rights even before the release".[61]
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 Accolades




7 Khoon Maaf received a number of nominations and won several awards, particularly Best Actress for Chopra. The film received three nominations at the 57th Filmfare Awards, winning two: Best Actress (Critics) for Chopra and Best Female playback singer[image: External link] for Utthup and Bhardwaj for "Darling". At the Screen Awards the film received five nominations; Chopra won the Best Actor in a Negative Role award. 7 Khoon Maaf won three Producers Guild Film Awards (out of six nominations) in technical categories: Best Cinematography, Best Art Direction and Best Costume Design[image: External link].



	Award
	Date of ceremony[a]
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	BIG Star Entertainment Awards[image: External link]
	18 December 2011
	Most Entertaining Film Actor – Female[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[62]



	Dadasaheb Phalke Academy Awards
	3 May 2011
	Memorable Performance Award
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[63]



	FICCI Frames Excellence Honours
	16 March 2012
	Best Playback Singer - Female
	Rekha Bhardwaj & Usha Uthup (for song "Darling")
	Won
	[64]



	Filmfare Awards
	29 January 2012
	Best Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[65]

[66]



	Critics Award for Best Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won



	Best Lyricist[image: External link]
	Gulzar (for song "Darling")
	Nominated



	Best Female Playback Singer[image: External link]
	Rekha Bhardwaj[image: External link] & Usha Uthup[image: External link] (for song "Darling")
	Won



	Global Indian Music Academy Awards[image: External link]
	1 October 2012
	Best Lyricist[image: External link]
	Gulzar (for song "Darling")
	Nominated
	[67]



	Best Female Playback Singer[image: External link]
	Rekha Bhardwaj & Usha Uthup (for song "Darling")
	Nominated



	International Indian Film Academy Awards
	9 June 2012[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[68]



	Best Performance in a Negative Role
	Irrfan Khan
	Nominated



	Best Music Director
	Vishal Bharadwaj[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Lyrics
	Gulzar (for song "Darling")
	Nominated



	Best Playback Singer - Female
	Rekha Bhardwaj & Usha Uthup (for song "Darling")
	Nominated



	Producers Guild Film Awards[b]
	25 January 2012
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[70]

[71]



	Entertainer of the Year
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won[c]



	Best Lyrics
	Gulzar[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Ranjan Palit
	Won



	Best Art Director
	Subrata Chakraborty & Punita Grover
	Won



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Payal Saluja
	Won



	Best Choreography
	Raju Sundaram
	Nominated



	Screen Awards
	15 January 2012
	Best Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[72]

[73]



	Best Actor in a Negative Role
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Neil Nitin Mukesh[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Playback Singer Female
	Usha Uthup (for song "Darling")
	Nominated



	Best Choreography
	Sandeep Suparkar (for song "Darling")
	Nominated



	Stardust Awards
	25 February 2012
	Star of the Year
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[74]



	Best Actress - Drama
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated



	Zee Cine Awards
	22 January 2012[image: External link]
	Best Actor - Female[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[75]
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 Notes






	
^ Date is linked to the article about the awards held that year, wherever possible.


	
^ Also known as Apsara Film & Television Producers Guild Award.[69]


	
^ Also for Don 2.[71]
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Barfi!






For the 2013 film, see Barfi (film)[image: External link].

Barfi! is a 2012 Indian comedy-drama[image: External link] film co-produced, written and directed by Anurag Basu[image: External link]. Set in the 1970s, the film depicts the story of Murphy "Barfi" Johnson (a mute and deaf Nepali boy from Darjeeling[image: External link]) and his relationships with two women, Shruti and Jhilmil (who is autistic[image: External link]). The film stars Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link], Priyanka Chopra, and Ileana D'Cruz[image: External link] in the lead roles, with Saurabh Shukla[image: External link], Ashish Vidyarthi, Jisshu Sengupta[image: External link] and Roopa Ganguly[image: External link] in supporting roles.

Made on a budget of approximately ₹[image: External link]30 crore[image: External link] (US$4.7 million), Barfi! opened worldwide on 14 September 2012. The film was a box office success, becoming one of the highest-grossing Bollywood films of 2012 in India and overseas. The film went on to gross ₹1.75 billion (US$27 million) worldwide.

The film was selected as India's official entry[image: External link] for the Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link] nomination for the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link]. Barfi won several awards and nominations[image: External link] at various award ceremonies across India. At the 58th Filmfare Awards, the film received thirteen nominations including Best Actress for Chopra and won seven (more than any other film) including Best Film[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link] for Kapoor and Best Music Director[image: External link] for Pritam.



TOP
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 Plot




Murphy "Barfi" Johnson (Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link]) is an optimistic, street-wise, charming young man who was born deaf-mute to a Nepali[image: External link] couple in Darjeeling[image: External link]. His mother died when he was a baby and his father raised him alone, while working as a chauffeur. Barfi is known as a troublemaker – he cuts lampposts, plays practical jokes on innocent people, and is chased by Sudhanshu Dutta (Saurabh Shukla[image: External link]), a local police officer. Barfi meets Shruti Ghosh (Ileana D'Cruz[image: External link]), who has just arrived in Darjeeling; she is engaged to Ranjit Sengupta (Jisshu Sengupta[image: External link]), and is due to get married in three months, and Barfi is immediately smitten with Shruti. She also falls in love with Barfi but her mother dissuades her from pursuing him because he could not take care of her with his disabilities and lack of money. Shruti takes her mother's advice, gets married, and moves to Kolkata[image: External link], breaking all contact with Barfi.

Meanwhile, Barfi's father falls ill and Barfi must somehow raise the money for his treatment. After an unsuccessful attempt to rob a local bank, he tries to kidnap Jhilmil Chatterjee (Priyanka Chopra) – Barfi's autistic childhood friend and wealthy heiress of her grandfather's fortune – for a ransom. Upon arriving, Barfi finds she has already been kidnapped. He sees her in a van, sneaks inside and drives Jhilmil away from the ransom delivery. He hides her in his apartment with the police in pursuit. Barfi collects the ransom but finds that his father has died just as he makes the payment. Dejected, Barfi tries to leave Jhilmil at the village of her caretaker, but she refuses to leave him and they soon move to Kolkata, where Barfi assumes responsibility for Jhilmil and takes care of her.

Six years later, Barfi and Shruti meet by chance. Shruti is unhappy with her marriage and she and Barfi rekindle their friendship, much to the chagrin of the lovestruck Jhilmil, who then goes missing. Shruti files a missing person report for Jhilmil. The Darjeeling police learn about the report, resume their pursuit of Barfi and arrest him. As he is being interrogated, another ransom demand for Jhilmil is made and she is apparently killed in the process of the exchange, though her body is never found. In order to conclude the case, the police try to frame Barfi for Jhilmil's murder. Policeman Sudhanshu Dutta, who grew fond of Barfi after investigating him for his nuisances, asks Shruti to take him away, offering him a second chance at life. She agrees and hopes that now Jhilmil is gone, she can finally be with Barfi.

Barfi is deeply affected by Jhilmil's loss and finds living with Shruti unfulfilling. He finds the location of Jhilmil's childhood home and takes Shruti to look for her. They find that Jhilmil is still alive, and that both kidnappings were fabricated by her father so he could embezzle money from Jhilmil's trust fund. In the second attempt, second time, they faked her death so that she could return to her special-care home, away from her alcoholic mother. Barfi has a happy reunion with Jhilmil and the two are married, while Shruti spends the rest of her days alone, regretting the loss of her chance to be with Barfi.

Several years later, Barfi is shown to be gravely ill in a hospital and is close to death. Jhilmil arrives and lies with Barfi in his hospital bed as Shruti narrates that the two died peacefully together, not wanting to leave each other behind in life or death. The film closes showing the happy days of Barfi and Jhilmil as credits roll.
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 Cast





	
Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link] as Murphy "Barfi" Johnson

	
Priyanka Chopra as Jhilmil Chatterjee

	
Ileana D'Cruz[image: External link] as Shruti Ghosh Sengupta

	
Saurabh Shukla[image: External link] as Senior Inspector Sudhanshu Dutta

	
Akash Khurana[image: External link] as Jung Bahadur, Barfi's father

	
Ashish Vidyarthi as Durjoy Chatterjee, Jhilmil's father

	
Roopa Ganguly[image: External link] as Shruti's mother

	
Haradhan Bandopadhyay[image: External link] as Dadu

	
Uday Tikekar[image: External link] as Shruti's father

	
Arun Bali[image: External link] as Jhilmil's grandfather

	
Bholaraj Sapkota as Barfi's friend.

	
Jisshu Sengupta[image: External link] in a special appearance[image: External link] as Ranjit Sengupta

	
Sumona Chakravarti[image: External link] as Shruti's friend
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 Production
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 Development




During the production of his previous directorial venture Kites[image: External link] (2010), the director Anurag Basu[image: External link] wrote a two-page short story which was later developed to the script of Barfi!.[5] The film script that Basu wrote alternated between two time periods, and he retained the nonlinear narrative[image: External link] structure. He said that the script required a 30-year time span for the characters' love to grow and thus set the backdrop of the film in the 1970s.[6]

In June 2010, Anurag Basu confirmed that his film would feature three lead roles, a deaf and mute man, a mentally challenged girl, and a narrator.[7] With former titles like Khamoshi or Silence, media reports said the story was grim or dark. However, Basu stated that on the contrary, the film was happy.[8] According to Basu, he paid homage to Buster Keaton[image: External link] and Charlie Chaplin[image: External link] by adding scenes inspired by the era of silent cinema and using physical comedy in the film, involving silent portions.[9]
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 Casting




Ranbir Kapoor was the first choice of director Anurag Basu and Katrina Kaif was the first choice for the role of the narrator. In March 2010, The Times of India reported that Ranbir Kapoor and Katrina Kaif were signed to play lead roles in the film, then titled Khamoshi and later Silence, which Basu confirmed.[10] Basu wanted to cast a new girl from Kolkata for the autistic character.[11] Basu's wife, Tani suggested Chopra's name for the role. However, Basu feared that audience would see "the Priyanka Chopra" and not the character due to Chopra's stardom.[11] Basu explained "I had the fear that I would see Priyanka Chopra in the character and Jhilmil wouldn’t work. This has happened in many films where known faces have harmed the character."[11] Priyanka Chopra was cast to play the part but, the development was not announced as Basu wanted to workshop first and see how it goes. After three days of workshop, Basu was convinced that Chopra could play the autistic part and reflected that he was glad that he chose Chopra for the role.[11][12] Later, Basu revealed that he did not approach any actress other than Chopra for the autistic part.[6] After Chopra was cast in the film, Kaif left the project for unknown reasons.[13] Media reported that she may have opted out of the film because Chopra had been given a stronger role.[14] Later, media reported that Asin[image: External link] was approached to play the role of the narrator, replacing Kaif.[15] However, Asin was never signed to the project. Media reported that no other actress wanted to sign for the film because according to them, the autistic part was stronger. In July 2010, Mumbai Mirror[image: External link] reported that Chopra was ready to play the role of narrator and leave the autistic role, so that another actress could be cast in the film; Chopra did not want the film to stall.[16] Basu confirmed this development and said, "It’s true we’ve been unable to cast the other part." After facing several casting problems, Basu chose to cast a completely new fresh face to play the second female role.[17] In early December 2010, Ileana D'Cruz from south Indian films, was finalised for the second female lead, featuring as narrator and Kapoor's first love interest in the film.[18]
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 Characters




Ranbir Kapoor played the role of a deaf and mute man in the film. According to Kapoor, he took inspiration from screen legends such as the Academy Award[image: External link] winning actor, Roberto Benigni[image: External link], Charlie Chaplin and his grandfather Raj Kapoor[image: External link].[19] Due to the protagonist's physical disability, Basu did not want to use any sign-language but, some behavioral patterns in the film.[20] Kapoor described his character as a regular, happy-go-lucky and good hearted guy.[21]

Priyanka Chopra played the role of Jhilmil. Basu described Chopra's role as the "toughest" in the film.[11] In order to prepare for the role, Chopra visited several mental institutions and spent time with autistic people. She said she had to research a little for the role because in India awareness about autism is very low.[22] Chopra told that she had to let go of every inhibition probably that she had as a Hindi film heroine and play Jhilmil without thinking of it. She explained that she needed two moments to become Jhilmil because she didn't identify with her character due to difference between her thought and behavior.[23]

D'cruz, who portrayed the narrator and first love interest of the protagonist said "Shruti, is such a sensitive role to play as she goes to different phases in the film."[24] According to Basu, after Kapoor, Chopra and D'cruz's character Saurabh Shukla[image: External link]'s character as Inspector Dutta was the most important. Basu described the role as "amazing" character, who makes others cry when he laughs.[25]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] commenced in March 2011.[26][27] Barfi! was shot between June 2011 and February 2012, mostly in Darjeeling.[28] In March 2011, Basu visited Kolkata to finalize the locations within the city. Filming in Mumbai[image: External link] began on 20 March 2011 and continued until May 2011.[29] In June 2011, the cast and crew shot in Darjeeling.[30] In December 2011, some scenes were filmed on the outskirts of Coimbatore[image: External link], especially Pollachi[image: External link] and Ooty[image: External link].[31] The scenes in which Kapoor's character is chased by policemen over the roof tops were shot in Kolkata at the end of January 2012.[32] Shooting was completed by April 2012, except for some scenes featuring Chopra. The producers postponed the release from 13 July to 31 August 2012 as the September 2011 shooting schedule was cancelled and was waiting to be shot.[8][33] However, Basu began working on Ileana's dubbing portions by end of April 2012, because D'Cruz was unfamiliar with the Hindi[image: External link] language and wanted to learn it whilst filming.[34]
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 Soundtrack




Pritam composed the music and background score of the film, and Swanand Kirkire[image: External link], Ashish Pandit, Neelesh Misra[image: External link] and Sayeed Quadri[image: External link] wrote the lyrics. The soundtrack album has six original songs. The soundtrack was influenced by Brazilian Bossa nova[image: External link].[35] Priyanka Chopra was supposed to sing a track for the film, but her contract with Universal Music[image: External link] prevented her from taking the offer.[36] The soundtrack album also contains a song titled Fatafati, sung by Pritam, which was not be used in the film, but was released as a promotional single on YouTube[image: External link] on 10 September 2012 with a video containing behind-the-scenes footage. Some additional vocals are sung by Ranbir Kapoor. "Fatafati" also has some Bengali lyrics written by Amitabh Bhattacharya[image: External link].[37]



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Music
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Ala Barfi"
	Swanand Kirkire[image: External link]
	Pritam[image: External link]
	Mohit Chauhan[image: External link]
	5:19



	2.
	"Main Kya Karoon"
	Ashish Pandit
	Pritam
	Nikhil Paul George[image: External link]
	4:30



	3.
	"Kyon"
	Neelesh Misra[image: External link]
	Pritam
	Papon[image: External link], Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link]
	4:26



	4.
	"Phir Le Aya Dil[image: External link]"
	Sayeed Quadri[image: External link]
	Pritam
	Arijit Singh[image: External link]
	5:05



	5.
	"Aashiyan"
	Swanand Kirkire[image: External link]
	Pritam
	Shreya Ghoshal[image: External link], Nikhil Paul George[image: External link]
	3:56



	6.
	"Saawali Si Raat"
	Swanand Kirkire[image: External link]
	Pritam
	Arijit Singh[image: External link]
	5:08



	7.
	"Ala Barfi (Reprise)"
	Swanand Kirkire[image: External link]
	Pritam
	Swanand Kirkire[image: External link]
	5:41



	8.
	"Phir Le Aya Dil (Reprise)"
	Sayeed Quadri
	Pritam
	Rekha Bhardwaj[image: External link]
	4:45



	9.
	"Phir Le Aya Dil (Redux)"
	Sayeed Quadri
	Pritam
	Shafqat Amanat Ali[image: External link]
	5:03



	10.
	"Aashiyan (Solo)"
	Swanand Kirkire[image: External link]
	Pritam
	Nikhil Paul George
	4:08



	11.
	"Fataafati"
	Amitabh Bhattacharya[image: External link]
	Pritam
	Pritam[image: External link], Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link]
	3:46




Barfi!'s soundtrack received positive reviews by critics. Hindustan Times rated the album 4.5 out of 5 stars and stated, "[o]verall, the soundtrack is a joyride sans flaws. Pritam has given many hits, but like his tunes in Life in a... Metro[image: External link], this one will be remembered for breaking the monotony in his sound. There are no foot-tapping numbers or remixes here, but the simplicity that makes this album a winner."[38] Koimoi gave the album 4.5 out of 5 stars and stated, "In simple words, Barfi! is excellent music on all counts. Very rarely does one get to hear an album where you can hear a complete soundtrack without skipping tracks; this is one of them. So, just play, enjoy the music and the world of Barfi!".[39] Joginder Tuteja of Bollywood Hungama rated the album 3.5 out of 5 stars and stated "Barfi!'s soundtrack is quite good and is easily one of the best quality creations by Pritam. He has totally reinvented himself with this album which defies Bollywood norms and boasts of a sound of its own."[40]
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 Marketing and release




The official trailer of the film was launched on 2 July 2012 featuring all the actors. It included no dialogue, portraying comedy through gestures and actions, and was well received by critics and audiences.[41] Chopra's character was kept under wraps in the trailers as the makers were not willing to reveal much about her character to increase curiosity among the audiences and was only revealed around the release of the film. Shikha Kapur, the executive director (marketing) of UTV explained "Priyanka plays a very special character in Barfi, so we want to keep her mystery intact. In the first trailer, Barfi – played by Ranbir – will be unveiled. We don’t plan to reveal Priyanka until the film releases."[42]

UTV Motion Pictures created a YouTube application called The Flavour of Barfi, designed for the marketing the film. The application features Ranbir Kapoor as his character from the movie and allows users to type actions, which Kapoor acts out. The application features two zones: one asks users to change Barfi's mood and the other gives users the chance to watch him flirt.[43] The film was promoted in various cities across India. While promoting the film at the Phoenix Mall, Bangalore[image: External link], the crowds broke through the barricades.[44]

Barfi! was released on 14 September 2012 on 1300 screens in 700 theatres in India.[45] Reliance Home Entertainment[image: External link] released Barfi! on DVD and Blu-Ray[image: External link] in mid-November 2012 across all regions in a one-disc pack complying with the NTSC format.[46] The DVD and the Blu-Ray discs contained bonus content, including Making of the film, "Fatafati – Behind The Scenes" and Deleted Scenes. The Video CD[image: External link] version was released at the same time. The exclusive right to broadcast the film was bought by Zee Network[image: External link] and UTV Movies. The deal includes premiere rights of the film along with the several other UTV productions. The rights are for a period of seven-year, consisting the premiere (for both channels) of the film. Zee Network will have selected runs while UTV Movies will have multiple runs rights. The price of the deal was not revealed by the production company.[47]
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 Controversies




On 12 September 2012, British manufacturer Murphy Radio[image: External link] claimed that its trademark Murphy baby logo from its 1970s print advertisements has been used in Barfi! without permission.[48] Producer Siddharth Roy Kapur said that he had received a legal notice from Murphy but said that there is nothing wrong in the intention, as the brand in question has been shown in a "very positive light".[49]

After the film's release, several blogs and users of social media websites Twitter, Facebook[image: External link] and YouTube accused the director of plagiarism.[50] Media further alleged that Basu had not tried to credit the original sources. Several videos were uploaded to YouTube showing side-by-side comparisons with Hollywood films like Cops[image: External link], The Adventurer[image: External link], City Lights[image: External link], Singin' in the Rain[image: External link], Project A[image: External link], The Notebook[image: External link] and Benny & Joon[image: External link]. They also accused Barfi!'s music director Pritam of copying the background music from the French film Amélie[image: External link].[51]

Basu defended the film by saying that he was inspired by these works and that Barfi! contains an original plot, screenplay, characters and situations.[52] He said that he was paying homages to Keaton and Chaplin.[9] Barfi!'s Oscar selection for Best Foreign Language Film was criticised because of plagiarism, but Oscar selection committee chief Manju Borah defended the film by saying, "Barfi! deserves to be sent outside. The selection was a very open process with three to four rounds of severe discussions and came down to the best film of the final three."[53]
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 Reception
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 India




The film received critical acclaim, with critics praising the performances, the direction, the screenplay, the cinematography, the music and the positive portrayal of physically disabled people.[54] Zee News[image: External link] gave the film 5 out of 5 stars and said, "[a]ll in all, Anurag Basu’s Barfi! is a perfect sweet treat for his audience. Like it has been discussed, those film makers who have been portraying the handicapped as dull and boring in their films must take a lesson from Barfi!.[55] Madhureeta Mukherjee of The Times of India gave the film a 4/5 rating and said, "Ranbir, in the most challenging performance of his career leaves us 'dumbstruck'. Without use of conventional crutches of cool-catchphrases, dhamaakedar-dialogbaazi, bare-bodies, and other 'items'; he stuns you in every single frame. For Priyanka, there's only one word – Bravo! In a role where she needs to under-emote, she does so brilliantly (delivering an incredible performance)."[56]

Roshni Devi of Koimoi said, "Barfi! leaves you with that warm, cuddly, magical feeling with a few tears to match. It’s really worth a watch" and gave it an overall score of 3.5 stars out of 5.[57] Taran Adarsh of Bollywood Hungama gave the film 4 out of 5 stars and said, "Barfi is akin to a whiff of fresh air. Its foremost triumph is that it leaves you with a powerful emotion: Happiness!"[58] Indo-Asian News Service gave the film 4 out of 5 stars and said, "Barfi! comes as close to being a modern masterpiece as cinematically possible. To miss it would be a crime. To embrace it is to serenade the sublime".[59] Aniruddha Guha of Daily News and Analysis rated the film 4 out of 5 and remarked that movie "engages you at a personal level", and further added that, "Barfi cannot be missed. It demands patience, but the payoff is incredible".[60]

Pratim D. Gupta of The Telegraph said, "The brilliance of Barfi! is that it’s no story and all storytelling. It’s about a director at the top of his game orchestrating terrific talent into a bravura crescendo. Only someone who has showed death the door can open windows to life like this."[61] Filmfare gave the film 4 out of 5 stars and stated, "Barfi! is that rare film that can make you smile and make you cry in the same scene. Its technical brilliance is only outdone by its emotional complexity and depth. Pritam's music adds a nice silent-era charm to this already fantastic story, making it an occasion when words simply aren’t enough."[62] Raja Sen of Rediff.com has given 3.5/5 stars and wrote, "Barfi! is a well-crafted script with an intriguing back-and-forth narrative but it all goes south towards the end."[63]

Anupama Chopra writing for Hindustan Times gave it 3 out 5 stars and wrote, "[t]his is a film made with love, bolstered by wonderfully etched vignettes, Ranbir Kapoor's stupendous performance and a gorgeous soundtrack by Pritam. And yet, for me, Barfi was a singularly frustrating experience there was so much to like, but the film never became more than the sum of its parts".[64] Rajeev Masand of CNN-IBN gave 3 out of 5 stars and said, "Barfi had the potential to be great cinema, but as it stands it's a respectable film that's still better than a lot else you're likely to see."[65] On the contrary, Namrata Joshi of Outlook felt that "The flashback within flashback narrative gets way too clumsy and turgid, the thriller twist absolutely pointless [....] appears much too crafted and self-consciously gorgeous, and feels eminently facile and plastic".[66]
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 Overseas




The movie received critical acclaim overseas as well. It holds an 83% fresh rating on review aggregation site Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link].[67] Rachel Saltz of the New York Times[image: External link] said, "Bollywood isn’t afraid to be mawkish. “Barfi!” is at times, though not noticeably more so than most Hindi movies, despite its premise of special lovers with a special lesson to teach."[68] Lisa Tsering The Hollywood Reporter called the movie "a refreshingly non-commercial exercise" and added that "poignant Bollywood romantic comedy". On the performances of the cast she wrote, "[...] Basu has guided Kapoor and especially Chopra to turn in exceptionally restrained, organic performances.""[69] Ronnie Scheib of Variety wrote, "Unlike Michel Hazanavicus[image: External link]’ black-and-white silent homage “The Artist,” Basu’s film bursts with sound and color; only the speaking- and hearing-impaired Basu is condemned to silence."[70] Gary Goldstein of the Los Angeles Times was more critical of the film, despite praising aspect including "the hard-working cast, a lush score, exotic location shooting and scattered warmth" called it as "more endurance test than entertainment."[71]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Barfi![image: External link]


Barfi! has received various awards and nominations in categories ranging mostly from recognition of the film itself, to its cinematography, direction, screenplay, and music, to the cast's performance. The film was selected as India's official entry[image: External link] for the Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link] nomination for the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link].[72] The film received thirteen nominations at the 58th Filmfare Awards, winning seven, including Best Film[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link] for Kapoor and Best Music Director[image: External link] for Pritam.[73][74] Barfi! received twenty-three nominations on the 19th Screen Awards, winning nine, including Best Actor[image: External link] for Kapoor, Best Director[image: External link] for Basu and Jodi No. 1[image: External link] (Best Pair) for Kapoor and Chopra.[75][76][77] At the 14th Zee Cine Awards, Barfi! received nine nominations, and swept eight awards, including Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] for Basu and Best Actress for Chopra.[78][79]
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 Box office




Upon its release, Barfi! started strongly at multiplexes throughout India, with around 80-90% occupancy, but had lower opening takings because of a limited release.[80] The film grossed ₹85.6 million (US$1.3 million) on its opening day.[81] Its second day saw an increase of around 35% occupancy and collected ₹115 million (US$1.8 million).[82] In its opening weekend, the film grossed ₹340 million (US$5.3 million).[45] In its first week, Barfi! collected ₹565 million (US$8.8 million) nett,[83] and by its eighth day had earned ₹32.5 million (US$500,000) despite the release of Heroine[image: External link].[84] Barfi! earned ₹150 million (US$2.3 million) in its second weekend.[85] Barfi! had a good second week where it has collected ₹242 million (US$3.8 million) nett.[86] In the third week, the film's takings rose to ₹158 million (US$2.5 million) nett.[87] and it took ₹61.5 million (US$960,000) in its fourth week.[88] During its cinematic release period, Barfi! earned a gross total of ₹1.06 billion (US$16 million) in India.[89] The all-India distributor share of the film was ₹500 million (US$7.8 million).[90] The film became one of the highest-grossing Bollywood films of 2012 in India, and was declared a "Super Hit" after its three-week run by Box Office India.[91] The film went on to gross ₹1.75 billion (US$27 million) worldwide.[3][92] Internationally, Barfi earned around ₹124 million (US$1.9 million) in its opening weekend, slightly exceeding Raajneeti[image: External link] – which had collected ₹116 million (US$1.8 million) – as Ranbir Kapoor's biggest opener overseas .[93] By the end of its run, Barfi! had grossed $6.25 million outside India, and it became one of the highest overseas grossing Bollywood films of 2012[image: External link].[94]
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 See also





	List of submissions to the 85th Academy Awards for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

	List of Indian submissions for the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film
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Mary Kom (film)






Mary Kom is a 2014 Indian biographical[image: External link] sports[image: External link] film directed by Omung Kumar[image: External link] and produced by Sanjay Leela Bhansali in association with Viacom 18 Motion Pictures. The film stars Priyanka Chopra in the lead role of the eponymous boxer, with Darshan Kumar[image: External link] and Sunil Thapa[image: External link] in supporting roles of her husband and mentor, respectively. Mary Kom depicts Kom's journey of becoming a boxer to her victory at the 2008 World Boxing Championships[image: External link] in Ningbo[image: External link]. The film marks the Hindi playback singing debut of Chopra, who provided her vocals for a song named "Chaoro" (a lullaby).

Mary Kom was developed by writer Saiwyn Quadras[image: External link], who suggested the storyline to Kumar when Kom was not a familiar name in India despite her numerous achievements[image: External link]. Kumar met Kom to ask her permission for the film, before her bronze medal victory at the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link], which brought her recognition. Chopra underwent extensive physical training for three months to attain a muscular physique and learned Kom's distinct boxing style. Principal photography[image: External link] started in June 2013 at Filmistan Studio[image: External link], where the boxing sequences were filmed. After plans to shoot in Kom's hometown, Manipur[image: External link], were dropped due to safety concerns, Mary Kom was shot in Dharamshala[image: External link] and Manali[image: External link], where a major portion of Manipur was recreated.

The film premiered at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival, becoming the first Hindi film to be screened on the opening night of the festival. Made on a budget of ₹180 million, Mary Kom was released on 5 September 2014 to generally positive reviews from critics, with major praise directed towards Chopra's performance. Upon its release, the film recorded the highest opening weekend collection of all time for an Indian film featuring a female protagonist. The film was a commercial success, grossing ₹1.04 billion at the box office.

Mary Kom received several accolades[image: External link] at award ceremonies across India. The film won the National Film Award for Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome Entertainment[image: External link] and was nominated for Filmfare Award for Best Film[image: External link] and Best Actress for Chopra. Additionally, Chopra won the Screen Award and the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role.



TOP
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 Plot




The film opens with Mangte Chungeijang Kom (Priyanka Chopra) in labour, walking towards the hospital with her husband, Onler Kom (Darshan Kumaar[image: External link]). Due to a curfew[image: External link], they have difficulty finding a public transport and Onler is mistaken for an insurgent[image: External link] and beaten when he tries to find a vehicle. The film then shifts to a flashback in which Kom found boxing gloves in the remains of an air crash in 1991[image: External link], which prompted her interest in boxing despite her father's disapproval. During an early fight, she chases a boy and ends up in a boxing gym. After realising that the coach of the gym, Narjit Singh (Sunil Thapa[image: External link]), was also the coach of the Asian champion Dingko Singh[image: External link], Kom tells him about her boxing aspirations. He asks her to visit the gym for the next thirty days and says that he will only teach her if she is deserving enough. She starts visiting the gym, informing her mother but not her father. Days pass but her coach does not enquire about her. Due to Kom's dedication and stubbornness, Singh starts training her. Later, he suggests changing her name to Mary Kom.

Kom challenges a local wrestler for money, in order get a household cow back, which the family had to sell off because of their financial troubles. This is where she meets the footballer Onler Kom. After winning the state-level championship, her father confronts her for keeping her involvement in the sport from him. When her father asks her to choose between him and boxing, she reluctantly chooses the sport. After watching her victorious 2002 Women's World Amateur Boxing Championships[image: External link] match on television, her father reconciles with Kom, and apologises to her for not understanding her passion for the sport. Meanwhile, Onler proposes to her and agrees never to ask her to quit boxing. After she wins the 2006 Women's World Amateur Boxing Championships[image: External link], Kom agrees to marry him much to her coach's dissatisfaction. After the marriage, Kom gets pregnant and gives up her career to look after her family.

Kom gives birth to twins and applies for a government job. However, she refuses the position of a police constable, feeling that as a world-champion boxer, she deserves better. It devastates her to learn that people no longer recognise her. Onler encourages her to restart her boxing training. She joins the gym again, leaving her husband to look after the twins at home. Her coach is still upset about her decision to marry, but Kom makes a comeback in the National Boxing Championship. Despite performing better than her opponent, she loses the match due to the apparent partiality of the judges. Kom throws a chair in anger towards them, resulting in a ban. She later writes an apology letter, and the official accepts it, but only after insulting her.

Kom then convinces Narjit Singh to train her, as she thinks that he is the one who can get the best out of her. After completing her training, she participates in the 2008 AIBA Women's World Boxing Championships[image: External link] and reaches the finals. Meanwhile, Onler informs her about one of her children having ventricular septal defect[image: External link]. In the subsequent fight, Kom fails to defend herself. After a knockout punch from her opponent, Kom hallucinates about her husband and children in the audience. She regains her strength and fights back, winning the championship. On the podium while accepting the medal, she learns that her son's surgery was successful. Later, she is given the nickname "Magnificent Mary". The film ends with the Indian flag waving and the Indian national anthem[image: External link] playing in the background.
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 Cast




The cast is listed below:[4]



	
Priyanka Chopra as Mary Kom


	
Sunil Thapa[image: External link] as M. Narjit Singh

	
Darshan Kumar[image: External link] as Onler Kom

	Robin Das as Mangte Tonpa Kom

	
Rajni Basumatary[image: External link] as Mangte Akham Kom

	
Lin Laishram[image: External link] as Bem-Bem

	
Bijou Thaangjam[image: External link] as Naobi

	Zachary Coffin as German boxing coach

	Bandari Raghavendra as Peter Michael

	Raghav Tiwari as Mangi

	
Shishir Sharma[image: External link] as National team coach

	Shakti Sinha as S. Sharma

	
Kenny Basumatary[image: External link] as Jimmy

	Ritika Murthy as journalist

	Raghav Tiwari as Mangi

	Binud Kumbang as Lalboi

	Pabitra Rabha Jalah as Asong

	Ramendra Vasishth as Federation official's assistant

	Rajesh Nigam as Federation official's assistant

	Deepak Kumar Singh as Alberto

	Mridul Satam as Young Mary Kom
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 Development




During his work as an art director[image: External link] on Sanjay Leela Bhansali's Saawariya[image: External link] (2007), Omung Kumar[image: External link] started writing two scripts simultaneously for his directorial debut. However, none of the films were made.[5] He then asked writer Saiwyn Quadras[image: External link] to look for a female biographical subject for his first film, specifying "a role that no actress would turn down."[6] He added that he "wanted to make a film that would be like the Mother India[image: External link] of someone's career." Historical personalities such as Rani Laxmi Bai[image: External link] and Queen Elizabeth I of England[image: External link] came up for discussion; however they did not inspire Kumar.[6] Quadras put forward the name of five-time world boxing champion Mary Kom, who despite numerous achievements[image: External link], was at that time an unfamiliar name in India. Kumar admitted that he felt disgusted after being told of Kom's achievements as he was unaware of her existence. After Quadras approached Kumar with the script for Mary Kom, Kumar decided to make his directorial debut with a film about Kom.[6][7]

Quadras, who was interested in sports, started writing the screenplay for the film in 2011, which took two years to complete.[7] Quadras arranged a meeting with Kom via her manager in the year he started writing the script.[7] Kumar went to Manipur[image: External link] to meet Kom and seek her permission to make the film. Initially, Kom was surprised by the development as the sport, especially women's boxing, was not well known in India. However, she was enthusiastic about the idea.[8]

Research for the film was done through available sources, such as online information and newspaper archives. Kom's videos played a key role in the research.[7] The writer also had several telephone and email conversations with her regarding her biography. In her interactions with Quadras and Kumar, Kom was forthcoming when it came to the details of her life, and had significant input in the screenplay.[7] However, Quadras revealed that his biggest challenge was to make the film authentic and cinematic yet not documentary[image: External link]-like, so he wrote the film in a manner that showed the struggles Kom went through as a female sportsperson who had to confront opposition from her father, politics and making a comeback after a long career break.[7] The film only shows the period from her early struggles and her comeback after motherhood. Her fifth World Boxing Championship win[image: External link] and the London Olympics were left out because of the contract that permitted a depiction of Kom's life up to 2008. The contract for the film was signed at that time when Kom had not even qualified for the London Olympics.[9]

In a 2012 meeting with Bhansali, Kumar told him about the film; he explained that this was a kind of cinema contrary to Bhansali's signature work. Still, Bhansali wanted to hear the story and was also enthusiastic towards the project. After hearing the script, he liked it and immediately agreed to produce the film.[6][10] However, Kumar's colleagues were not sure if a film based in Manipur would be well received by the audience.[5] This concern evaporated after the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link], where Kom won a bronze medal[image: External link]. Her win also highlighted her previous achievements.[5][11] After the news of the development of the film broke in the media, the makers clarified that the film was in development since 2011, much before the Olympics, and they were not influenced by her recent success.[12][13] In an interview with Press Trust of India[image: External link], Bhansali revealed that the story of the film was so inspiring, it touched his heart and described the film as "a rare experiment". He added "Not many films are based on biopics of living people. I am proud that I am part of this film."[11]
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Chopra was Kumar's and Bhansali's first choice for the title role.[6][14] In early November 2012, media reports suggested that Chopra entered negotiations to star in the film, which she denied initially.[14] Later in that month, it was confirmed that she had been cast for the part.[15] She was initially skeptical about the film due to the demanding nature of the character, which included training, muscle building, and learning the sport. She later agreed to the film because of Kumar's confidence in her.[5] After Chopra was cast in the title role, Mary Kom thought of Chopra as the "perfect choice" for the role.[14][16] In an interview with Daily News and Analysis, Kom described Chopra as the best actress to play the role, adding that her body was well structured, like that of a boxer.[8]

In contrast, it took the casting directors Shruti Mahajan and Parag Mehta several months of auditions to finalise the appropriate supporting actors for the film.[6] In May 2013, a wide section of the media reported that Danny Denzongpa[image: External link] was approached to play Kom's coach Narjit Singh in the film.[17] Instead, Sunil Thapa was cast for the role of Kom's coach.[18] Darshan Kumar was finalised as Kom's husband, footballer Onler Kom, after a series of auditions which included three different looks representing three different stages in his life.[19][20] Robin Das, a National School of Drama[image: External link] professor, was cast in the role of Kom's father.[18]

Before filming began, Chopra prepared for three months. The preparations included building the physique of a boxer and learning the sport.[21] Samir Jaura, who previously trained Farhan Akhtar for Bhaag Milkha Bhaag[image: External link] (2013), was brought in to train Chopra.[22] She, at that time, was busy dubbing for Krrish 3 (2013), and filming for Gunday (2014).[22] It was then decided that Jaura would accompany her to film shoots, so that continuity in training could be maintained.[22] Though he did not get a chance to meet Kom, he used her videos to study her body language and prepare a workout plan for Chopra,[18] who started training in April 2013.[23][24] She found it hard to train vigorously to attain a boxer's physique. She was put on a low-carb, high-protein diet.[18] "As a girl it was very difficult to build those muscles. I had to build in three months what Mary did in 15 years", she said in an interview with Deccan Chronicle.[23]

Chopra got a fifteen-day break from her other commitments to train for the film. She relocated to her bungalow in Goa[image: External link], where she would train for five hours a day.[22] After completing workouts, which included weights and circuit training, she insisted on training for boxing. Later, boxing was made a part of her daily workout.[22] She was trained by Kom's coaches to learn her distinct boxing style.[21] Chopra explained that she did not have to act like a boxer, but had to become one and said "To learn boxing was a religion. Today, I can play the sport as I know the rules, body posture, foot work, I can hit, I can defend. I know the game."[25]

Chopra found Mary Kom a very special and personal film due to the inspiring theme. She revealed that she channelled the grief of father's death into the film: "I started this film at the hardest point in my life, four days after my father passed away. All my grief, everything, I have shoved into this movie. A part of my soul has gone into it."[26][27] In an interview with Daily News and Analysis, Chopra revealed that since she could not look like her, she did not try to imitate Kom as her main focus was to represent Kom's spirit and personality.[25] In July 2013, Chopra visited Kom's home town of Manipur[image: External link] to learn more about her life.[28] As part of her research, Chopra stayed with Kom and her family for three to four days, and went to her boxing academy and church to learn more about her.[23] Kom stated, "When she came to Manipur, she knew about boxing so I gave her tips as a mother and a wife, how I went about managing my home and profession, how I live with my family – basically she got to know aspects of my family life."[29]

Darshan Kumar described his character as an "encouraging husband", who is the pillar of strength in Kom's life.[30] He found the character challenging due to contrasting personalities. Unlike Chopra, Kumar did not meet Onler Kom before the film. He mainly made use of the videos which Kom had provided to the makers, which helped him understand the nuances of his character. For the role, he had to learn the Manipuri accent, which was difficult for him being a Punjabi.[31] Kumar lost 12 kilogram to look the part, and followed a strict, grilled chicken and oil-free fish protein diet for three months.[20]
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 Pre-production




The production design[image: External link] was handled by Kumar's wife Vanita. After plans to shoot in Manipur were dropped because of safety concerns, extensive research was done to find locations similar to Manipur.[18][32] Their search ended in Himachal Pradesh[image: External link], Manali[image: External link], where a major portion of the state was recreated.[32] Vanita used a real structure instead of a set to show Kom's childhood home in Kangathei. She recreated the look and feel of Manipur in Dharamsala[image: External link] and Manali.[18]

During the search, Vanita found two houses that were similar to those where Kom spent her childhood and lived after her marriage.[5] For authenticity, the house was filled with items similar to those found at Kom's house such as indigenous short stools and woven curtains sourced from Manipur.[18] Since Kom has a separate trophy room where all her awards are kept, a similar room was created. Quotes from the Bible[image: External link] were added on the walls. A 19th-century church in Dharamsala was chosen for the wedding sequence.[5] Vanita noted that "the cinematic realism, was a different experience from the grandeur of Bhansali's sets." However, she found it difficult to recreate the run-down gym where Kom was trained. A place was chosen with minimal facilities and water leaking onto the walls. She revealed that the sets had to feel authentic rather than artificially created.[5] The costumes were designed by Isha Mantry and Rajat Tangri.[4] Tangri visited Manipur to study fabric used in local clothing. Tangri used photographs from Kom's childhood to create clothing which ranged from traditional to sporty and athletic attires.[18] For Kom's wedding sequence in the film, Tangri created an exact replica of her wedding gown.[33]

Hollywood-based Mark Garbarino was Chopra's makeup artist. At first, they wanted her to look exactly like Kom by using prosthetic makeup[image: External link].[34] Chopra did a prosthetic test in the United States which included heavier eyelids for a more East-Asian look. However, the final result did not appeal to the makers. Also, the prosthetic would not hold during filming of the heavy-action boxing scenes.[34] It was later reported that Chopra's look would be created post production by using visual effects[image: External link].[34] However, the results were unsatisfactory and hence this idea was also dropped.[35] Chopra said "We tried a bunch of stuff – Visual effects, prosthetics, makeup, [but] it looked too gimmicky. That's when we decided to go with just carrying the essence of the film, rather than the outer, cosmetic part."[35] Later, Uday Shirali, Chopra's makeup artist since Agneepath (2012), was hired.[18] For creating boxing scars, makeup artist Subhash Shinde was employed. His biggest challenges were to make the fight marks look as realistic as possible as it required a lot of time and detailing.[36] He stated, "Every punch or scar needed to look real, change colour and age with time on screen, and shouldn't look like they were created using makeup." He did some research by visiting hospitals to understand more about skin injuries.[36]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] began in June 2013 at Filmistan[image: External link], Mumbai[image: External link].[37] Hindustan Times reported that the set was ready at Filmistan studio, but following Chopra's father's death, the plans for shooting were put on hold.[37] To make the boxing scenes authentic, some of the crew members, including Kumar himself, learnt boxing to get the necessary understanding of the sport to film the fight scenes.[5] Initially, the makers had planned to use actors and teach them boxing to film the boxing scenes. They eventually realised that it would not be feasible and would be time-consuming.[38] They also thought that if both Chopra and her opponents were not real boxers, it would not look convincing enough. Professional boxers were then employed to film the boxing sequences for giving a more natural feel and convincing look. Filming boxing scenes was difficult for Chopra as she got hurt several times; she says, "They are real boxers and they don't know how to fake a punch, they had to really hit you. So I had to get hit a lot and that was really hard."[39] Robert Miller, the sports coordinator for films such as Bhaag Milkha Bhaag and Chak De! India[image: External link] (2007), was hired to choreograph the fight sequences.[18]

The second schedule commenced in Manali in late March 2014, after Chopra finished her other film commitments.[5][40] Before filming, Chopra had to re-train herself to build muscles.[5] Bhansali planned an elaborate schedule for her, which would ensure that her physicality and agility were suitable enough for the role.[41] While filming a sequence in a marketplace, more than ten thousand people gathered on the sets. Due to limited security arrangements, the crowds became uncontrollable in what was not believed to be a heavily populated area. When Chopra stepped out of her van, some fans tried to approach her, causing the general loss of control. As a result, the shoot was cancelled and the whole crew had to leave.[42] Filming in Manali continued till early April 2014, before shifting to Dharamsala.[43] While filming fight sequence in Dharamsala, Chopra suffered an eye injury, which the makeup team exaggerated for effect.[44] The filming in Dharamsala continued till 19 April 2014.[45] Cinematographer Keiko Nakahara used a hand-held camera during the shooting of the film.[46] The filming was done in 57 days over the course of two years.[18]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Soundtrack




The soundtrack of the film consists of seven original songs composed by duo Shashi Suman and Shivam, with lyrics by Prashant Ingole and Sandeep Singh.[47] Chopra made her Hindi playback singing debut with a lullaby, "Chaoro".[48] The soundtrack was released by Zee Music on 13 August 2014.[49] The song "Salaam India" was the official song at the 2014 Asian Games[image: External link], held in South Korea.[50]

The Times of India noted that the soundtrack is both, "inspirational and soul-stirring", describing the opening track "Ziddi Dil" as a "clear winner that could lift anyone's spirits in a time of distress."[51] Bollywood Hungama gave it a rating of 3.5 out of 5, and said that the composers did justice to the theme of the film.[47] In an another positive review, Rediff.com's Joginder Tuteja called it "motivational", and wrote that "Mary Kom's soundtrack may not be an instant chart-buster, but it holds its own."[52] The Koimoi review stated that all the songs on the album are an "absolute delight to hear", concluding, "[t]he Mary Kom album is a good blend of romantic and inspirational numbers. The classic mix of excellent singers by composers Shashi Suman and Shivam has given the album some great numbers."[53] The Financial Express[image: External link] also praised the soundtrack and composition.[54]



	Track listing[55]



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Music
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Ziddi Dil"
	Prashant Ingole
	Shashi Suman
	Vishal Dadlani[image: External link]
	4:46



	2.
	"Sukoon Mila"
	Sandeep Singh
	Shivam
	Arijit Singh[image: External link]
	3:19



	3.
	"Adhure"
	Prashant Ingole
	Shashi Suman
	Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link]
	3:49



	4.
	"Teri Baari"
	Prashant Ingole
	Shashi Suman
	Mohit Chauhan[image: External link]
	3:07



	5.
	"Saudebaazi"
	Prashant Ingole
	Shashi Suman
	Arijit Singh
	3:27



	6.
	"Salaam India"
	Sandeep Singh
	Shivam
	Vishal Dadlani, Salim Merchant[image: External link]
	3:54



	7.
	"Chaoro (Lori)"
	Sandeep Singh, Bijou Thaangjam[image: External link]
	Shashi Suman
	Priyanka Chopra
	2:33
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 Marketing and release




The first poster for the film was revealed on 14 July 2014 by Chopra through her Twitter account.[56][57] It portrayed a muscular Chopra as Mary Kom in sports clothing, with her hair tied in a pony tail, punching a bag.[58][59] It received positive feedback from film critics, industry professionals, and audiences alike.[60][61] Sweta Kaushal of the Hindustan Times noted that "[w]ith well-built muscles and a completely toned body, Priyanka looks fierce in the poster where she is posing with a punch."[62][63] The poster went viral on social media, with the hashtag "#MaryKomFirstLook" trending in India and worldwide. On 15 July, Chopra tweeted another poster for the film, which was also well-received; the final poster was released on the same day.[64][65][66] The first teaser was released on Chopra's birthday, 18 July. It showed the actor as Kom, getting ready for her boxing match with the tagline "Most Champions Make Their Name. She Made History".[67][68] The trailer release was highly anticipated, with media reporting that it would be unveiled on 24 July.[69] However, it was released the day before at an event on 23 July and was well received by the audience, media and critics.[70][71][72] On 27 August, a special screening was held for selected members of media, trade and critics, where 20 minutes of raw footage from the film was previewed, creating a positive buzz.[73] As part of their promotional strategy, Bhansali Productions released a doll, which looked like Chopra as Kom.[74][75]

The film was originally scheduled for release on 2 October (on Gandhi Jayanti[image: External link]),[76] however, it was announced that the film was postponed to an uncertain date to revamp the film to feature more events surrounding Kom's life. The media reported that the makers were working on two different versions, a longer version for the Indian market and another for the international market.[77] After the uncertainty of a release date for a month, it was announced that the film would be released on 5 September (Teacher's Day[image: External link]), clashing with Daawat-e-Ishq[image: External link], which starred Chopra's cousin, Parineeti[image: External link].[78] Yash Raj Films requested that Bhansali shift the release date, which he refused due to previous release date changes of the film and the ongoing promotional activities. Later, Yash Raj Films postponed the Daawat-e-Ishq release date by two weeks.[79]

On 4 September, Mary Kom had its world premiere at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival, where it became the first Hindi film to be screened on the opening night of the film festival.[80][81] It was initially released to 1500 screens worldwide.[82] The film was released in overseas markets by Eros International[image: External link] as part of a four-film deal between Eros and Viacom 18 studios. The rights to television broadcasting belonged to Viacom18's flagship general entertainment channel Colors.[83] The film was not released in Kom's home state of Manipur because of the ban on Bollywood films by the Imphal-based separatist militant group, Revolutionary Peoples Front (RPF) since 2000.[84] In an interview with Press Trust of India, Kom expressed her sadness that people from her own state would not be able to see her biopic.[84] However, unauthorised DVDs[image: External link] and VCDs[image: External link] flooded the state, with the DVD format in great demand as the only option for native people to watch the film.[85]

Made on a budget of ₹180 million including production, prints and advertising, and marketing, Mary Kom earned ₹200 million, and before release recouped more than its cost from brand tie-ups.[3][83] The film made profits before the release. Partnership was arranged in a way that the products from brands were either showcased in the film or the brands promoted the film in their advertising.[86] The satellite rights of the film were sold for ₹140 million and music rights for ₹30 million.[2][3] The film was released in DVDs on 15 October 2014 across all regions in a one-disc pack in NTSC[image: External link] format.[87] Distributed by Shemaroo Entertainment[image: External link], it contained behind-the-scene footage and deleted scenes.[88] The VCD and Blu-ray[image: External link] versions were released at the same time.[89][90] The Mary Kom Blu-ray is the first Blu-ray title in India to feature a Dolby Atmos[image: External link] soundtrack.[87]
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 Reception
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 Critical reception




The film received generally positive reviews from critics, with Chopra receiving critical acclaim for her performance.[91][92] Subhash K. Jha awarded the film 5 stars out of 5, describing it as "a motivational masterpiece" and said "From first frame to last it grips your senses and irrigates the parched corridors of your heart like very few bio-pics in recent times. Debutant director Omang Kumar weaves seamlessly in and out of Ms Kom's remarkable life creating a work that is as dramatic as Mehboob's Mother India[image: External link] and as inspiring as Attenborough's Gandhi[image: External link]."[93] Rediff.com rated the film 4.5 out of 5, noting it as a victory for its protagonist Chopra, scriptwriter Saiwyn Quadras, and director Omung Kumar and writing, "Mary's story is delivered with a sincerity that makes it irresistible."[94] Sonia Chopra from Sify described the film as a "thrilling ringside view", saying that "Mary Kom is an important film that's hugely inspiring. But more importantly, it's also great fun to watch."[95] The Times of India gave the film a rating of 4 stars out of 5 calling it as Bollywood's answer to Academy Award[image: External link]-winning film Million Dollar Baby[image: External link] (2004).[96] Bollywood Hungama gave it 4 stars, stating "Omung Kumar certainly deserves an ovation for having shown the guts to make a biopic on Mary Kom, something which will surely go down in the history of exemplary biopics on Indian celluloid."[97]

Namrata Joshi from Outlook rated the film with 3 stars out of 4 and commented on the simple, unpretentious storyline that dramatised important events from the champion's life.[98] Bhawana Somaaya[image: External link] rated the film 4 stars out of 5, stating that film was not solely a medium for entertainment and that the main purpose of Mary Kom was to depict courage, stability, truth and innocence.[99] The Economic Times gave a rating of 4 stars out of 5, noting that the film is well on its way to being one of the most praised sports-based films since Chak De India[image: External link] and Bhaag Milkha Bhaag[image: External link] and wrote "This is one of those boxing movies which is much more than boxing. It takes you to a place which is beyond ruptured cheeks, cracked jaws, and fractured ribs of the protagonist."[100] Writing for Hindustan Times, Anupama Chopra rated the film 3 out of 5 noted it as a "worthy attempt" and said that the film had sincerity and was crafted with care.[101] Mayank Shekhar also rated the film with 3 stars, stating that his biggest concern before getting into the film was that the film-makers (Sanjay Leela Bhansali) would excessively "Bollywood-ise" Kom's story. He commented that this fear was "thankfully" not found.[102]

On the contrary, Business Standard criticised the film for not showing enough about boxing in general rather than Kom in particular. It stated that "while Mary Kom is entertaining, it should have aspired to be more."[103] Rajeev Masand wrote that the film was "watchable, but never great like it should've been".[104] Shubhra Gupta from The Indian Express[image: External link] gave a rating of 2.5, noting that the "Film gets bloated by extraneous songs", and criticised the product placements calling them a "distraction from the story."[105] The India Today reviewer, Rohit Khilnani, criticised Kumar's direction and wrote "The story is predictable from the word go and there are absolutely no surprise elements. A lot could have been done with such a strong protagonist but the director doesn't experiment."[106] Sudhish Kamath[image: External link] from The Hindu criticised the film, saying it should be watched for Chopra, but that the script was generic and predictable, and the plot was actually manipulative.[107]
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 Box office




On its opening day, the film earned ₹85 million, marking the biggest opening collection for a women-centric film.[108][109] Following the positive word of mouth[image: External link], Saturday collections showed a growth of 20% from Friday and went on to collect ₹90 million.[109] The collection on Sunday showed an additional 20% growth from Saturday, earning approximately ₹110 million.[109] The film collected ₹275 million net over its first weekend.[110] For an Indian film featuring a female protagonist, the film recorded the highest opening weekend collections of all time.[110] The film had a drop of 55% on its first Monday and went on to collect ₹36 million, making a four-day total of ₹305 million.[111] The collections on Tuesday were of ₹33 million.[112] It collected ₹400 million nett in its first week.[113] The film collected ₹110 million in its second week, crossing the ₹500 million mark at the domestic box-office.[114] The film's domestic nett collection was over ₹640 million.[2] Mary Kom grossed ₹1.04 billion (US$16 million) at the box-office and was a commercial success.[3]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Mary Kom (film)[image: External link]


Mary Kom won the Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome Entertainment[image: External link] at the 62nd National Film Awards.[115] At the 60th Filmfare Awards, the film was nominated for Best Film[image: External link] and Best Actress for Chopra.[116] The film received eight nominations at the 21st Screen Awards[image: External link], where it won Best Actress for Chopra.[117][118][119] It received ten nominations at the Producers Guild Film Awards, including Best Film[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link] and won five awards: Best Actress in a Leading Role for Chopra, Best Debut Director for Kumar, Dialogue of the Year, the President's Award for Best Film and Best Costume Design[image: External link].[120][121] Additionally, it was nominated for the Best Film[image: External link] and Best Actress at the 16th IIFA Awards[image: External link], winning the Best Debut Director for Kumar.[122][123]
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Dil Dhadakne Do






Dil Dhadakne Do (English: Let the Heart Beat) is a 2015 Indian comedy drama[image: External link] film directed by Zoya Akhtar and produced by Ritesh Sidhwani[image: External link] and Farhan Akhtar. The film features an ensemble cast of Anil Kapoor, Shefali Shah[image: External link], Priyanka Chopra, Ranveer Singh[image: External link] and Anushka Sharma[image: External link] with Farhan Akhtar in a special appearance and Aamir Khan[image: External link] performing voice-over as the narrator of the film in addition to Rahul Bose[image: External link], Zarina Wahab[image: External link] and many more others in supporting roles. The film tells the story of a dysfunctional Punjabi family who invite their family and friends along on a cruise trip to celebrate the parents' 30th wedding anniversary.[4] The film was released worldwide on 5 June 2015.[5]



TOP
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 Plot




Kamal Mehra (Anil Kapoor) is a businessman who owns Ayka, a company on the verge of bankruptcy. He has a troubled relationship with his wife, Neelam (Shefali Shah[image: External link]) and his two children, Ayesha (Priyanka Chopra) and Kabir (Ranveer Singh[image: External link]). The Mehra family also includes their pet dog Pluto (voiced by Aamir Khan[image: External link]). Ayesha owns a successful business of her own, but is unhappy with her marriage to Manav Sangha (Rahul Bose[image: External link]), a controlling, narcissistic husband who, together with his mother Smita (Zarina Wahab[image: External link]), hates Ayesha's family. Kabir unwillingly participates in the family business even though he yearns to become a pilot.

In celebration of Kamal and Neelam's 30th wedding anniversary, they invite their family and friends for a 10-day cruise across the Mediterranean. Among their invitees are the Sood family, consisting of businessman Lalit Sood (Parmeet Sethi[image: External link]), his wife Naina (Dolly Mattdo[image: External link]) and their daughter Noori (Riddhima Sud). Kamal and Neelam plan to get Kabir married to Noori, in exchange for Lalit investing in Ayka.

On the cruise, Kabir meets dancer Farah (Anushka Sharma[image: External link]) and begins a romantic relationship with her. Noori, on the other hand, is in love with Rana Khanna (Vikrant Massey[image: External link]), the son of Vinod (Manoj Pahwa[image: External link]) and Vandana (Preeti Mamgain). The Khannas, however, are sworn enemies with the Soods, so Kabir and Noori decide to manipulate their parents into believing that they are dating each other, while continuing with their respective relationships. Ayesha considers divorcing her husband, whom she believes is incompatible with her. Her parents, however, are staunchly against it as they believe it will dishonour the family. Meanwhile, Sunny Gill (Farhan Akhtar), the son of Kamal's manager Amrish (Ikhlaque Khan), arrives on the ship. It is revealed that Sunny and Ayesha dated each other as teenagers. Kamal, who was unhappy with their relationship, arranged and paid for Sunny to study abroad to separate his daughter from Sunny. Ayesha realises that she still harbors feelings for Sunny who is now a successful journalist. He, unlike her husband, appreciates her strong personality and believes in female empowerment.

Neelam sees Kamal flirting with one of the female guests, and wonders why she did not divorce him despite his past infidelities. Ayesha confronts Sunny about his sudden departure and ends up kissing him, which she later regrets because she is married. Meanwhile, Farah hears that Kabir is planning on marrying Noori, and ends their relationship. Elsewhere, Kamal spots Noori making out with Rana and has a fit, after which he is rushed to the emergency room on-board. At the clinic, Kamal tells Kabir that he saw Noori with Rana and asks him to not be involved with her anymore. Kabir admits to his family that he knew about the couple all along and that he is in love with Farah, a dancer and a Muslim. He also tells them of his intention to leave the family business and asks them to consider Ayesha, who is actually interested in business. He also tries to persuade them to let her proceed with her divorce as she is not happy with the marriage, but Kamal and Neelam still refuse on the grounds of their belief that marriages are lifelong commitments. Infuriated, Kabir reveals to Kamal that Neelam, Ayesha and himself were all aware about his adulterous pursuits and that Neelam has been bearing his infidelities and suffering emotionally in silence to save family. Kamal asks Neelam why she hadn't divorced him and she reveals that she had no choice as her family wouldn't accept her back due to fear of dishonour. Kamal realises his mistake, asks for forgiveness and consoles her. Later, while in efforts to reconcile Manav and Ayesha, Kamal sees how Manav ill treats his daughter and asks him and his mother to leave immediately. He agrees to the divorce and asks Ayesha for forgiveness.

Kabir tries to persuade Farah to forgive him for lying to her, but she ends up getting fired from her job for being involved with a passenger and is told to leave the ship. Kabir finds out about her being fired after the ship has set sail. Seeing no other option, Kabir jumps off the ship, aided by Sunny, hoping that his family will rescue him and help him get to the shore. Kamal, Neelam, Ayesha and their dog Pluto eventually find a lifeboat to rescue him. While departing, Ayesha asks Sunny if he would wait for her to which he replies "forever". The family picks up Kabir and heads towards the shore while being chased by the ship's crew. The Mehra family is seen happy in each other's presence for the first time.
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 Cast






	
Anil Kapoor as Kamal Mehra

	
Shefali Shah[image: External link] as Neelam Mehra

	
Priyanka Chopra as Ayesha Sangha Mehra

	
Ranveer Singh[image: External link] as Kabir Mehra, Ayesha's younger brother

	
Anushka Sharma[image: External link] as Farah Ali, Kabir's love interest

	
Farhan Akhtar as Sunny Gill, Ayesha's love interest

	
Aamir Khan[image: External link] in a voice-over as Pluto Mehra/Narrator

	
Rahul Bose[image: External link] as Manav Sangha, Ayesha's former husband

	
Zarina Wahab[image: External link] as Smita Sangha, Manav's mother, Ayesha's former mother in law

	
Vikrant Massey[image: External link] as Rana Khanna

	Ridhima Sud as Noorie Sood[6]


	Pawan Chopra as Prem Mehra

	Ayesha Raza Mishra as Indu Mehra

	
Parmeet Sethi[image: External link] as Lalit Sood, Noorie's father

	
Dolly Mattdo[image: External link] as Naina Sood, Noorie's mother

	
Manoj Pahwa[image: External link] as Vinod Khanna

	Preeti Mamgain as Vandana Khanna

	Shireesh Sharma as Jamaal Hashmi

	Divya Seth Shah as Saira Hashmi

	Ikhlaque Khan as Amrish Gill

	Vandana Sajnani as Anju Chopra

	Sarha Hashmi as Divya Mehra

	
Khushi Dubey[image: External link] as Putlu Mehra
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Following the release of Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara[image: External link] (2011), it was announced that Zoya Akhtar was working on a script with filming set to start in December 2012.[7] Later it was reported that the script was about siblings, partially based on Zoya Akhtar and her brother Farhan Akhtar.[8] Farhan Akhtar later denied the reports of the film being autobiographical saying that the film has nothing to do with their real life relationship and that it is entirely a work of fiction.[9] In a 2013 interview, Zoya Akhtar revealed that she was still writing the script and that the film was a family drama.[10] Akhtar had always wanted to make a family drama with a brother-sister relationship at the core.[11] She said "I don't think a brother-sister relationship is well represented in Bollywood. They generally have cheesy representations. They are never at ease. This is one of the most important relationships in the world because nobody else shares your parents."[12]
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 Casting




The cast consisted of Hrithik Roshan, Kareena Kapoor, Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link] and Katrina Kaif. After Ranbir's date issues were apparent, Akhtar approached Ranveer Singh to play the role of the brother opposite Kareena with Katrina as his love interest.[13] Kareena had decided to turn down the offer as she was keen to work with cousin Ranbir.[14] In June 2013 it was rumoured Priyanka Chopra will be replacing Kareena as Ranveer's sister and in October 2013 it was confirmed.[15][16] Also announced was Anushka Sharma as Ranveer's love interest and Anil Kapoor in a pivotal role. After featuring in Zoya's Luck By Chance[image: External link] and Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara, brother Farhan Akhtar was confirmed to play a role in the film.[17] Actors Madhuri Dixit[image: External link], Tabu and Raveena Tandon were all considered for the role of Ranveer's and Priyanka's mother on screen until Shefali Shah[image: External link] was confirmed.[18]
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 Filming




Shooting of the film's first schedule began on 17 May 2014. The cast and crew filmed on a Pullmantur Cruises Deck 7[image: External link] throughout Europe, specifically in France[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Tunisia[image: External link] and Italy[image: External link] for a month.[19] Shooting then proceeded on land in Turkey[image: External link] and was wrapped on 18 July 2014.[20] The shooting of the film's second and final schedule began on 5 August 2014 in Mumbai[image: External link] and was officially wrapped on 23 September 2014.
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In a 4 star review for Mumbai Mirror[image: External link], critic Kunal Guha compared Akhtar's direction to that of Woody Allen[image: External link] and Wes Anderson[image: External link], and praised Priyanka Chopra's performance in it.[21] Conversely, Shilpa Jamkhandikar of Reuters[image: External link] called it "Akhtar's weakest film yet, because she tries to tell too many stories at once and tells none entirely".[22] Saibal Chatterjee of NDTV criticized the film as well, calling it "an overly caramelised and flaky dysfunctional family drama that strives - and fails - to strike a balance between the sly and the syrupy", and gave the film 2.5 stars.[23] Bollywood Hungama gave the film 3.5 stars, praising Akhtar's direction for "[pulling] off such a magnificent film with such utmost ease."[24] Subhash K. Jha also praised the direction, writing that Akhtar proved that she was the "master of dysfunctional selfserving relationships" and gave the film 4 stars.[25] Rohit Vats of Hindustan Times, however, gave the film 2 stars, writing "there is hardly any takeaway from Dil Dhadakne Do and its characters are not likely to stay with you for long".[26]

Film critic Rajeev Masand of CNN-IBN, who particularly praised the performances of the lead actors and the humour in the screenplay, concluded that the film is "easy and breezy, and packed with terrific actors who appear to be enjoying themselves", although he did criticize the pacing and climax of the film.[27] Srijana Mitra Das of The Times of India gave the film 4 stars, also praising the performances of the lead actors, especially Chopra's and Singh's, and reviewed, "On this ship, a few bolts could be tighter. But these are fleeting clouds on an otherwise beautiful sea, hosting a cruise...while searching beyond Bollywood's emotional Botox for a family's warts - and its heart."[28] Rachit Gupta of Filmfare described the film as a "spunky comedy, straight from the heart", attributing the performances of the lead actors as the prime reason for the film's success.[29] Shubha Shetty-Saha of Mid-Day[image: External link] gave the film 4 stars, and praised the story, stating, "If this film looks like an entertaining, escapist film at the outset, it is, but it is also much deeper than that".[30]

In a 3 star review, film critic Mayank Shekhar of ABP News[image: External link] found that "patiently drawing out emotions from every character" made the film "horrendously long [and] too languidly paced", although he did call the film ""intensely real, intrinsically adult, with several sharp observations about relationships and life".[31] Sarita A. Tanwar of Daily News and Analysis gave the film 2.5 stars, and wrote that the film would have "been a lot of fun [if] had it been shorter, crisper and less indulgent".[32] Scoring the film 3 stars, Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com wrote that Dil Dhadakne Do "unravels like an entire season of soap opera condensed into a nearly three-hour movie" but found it "too facile to rise above the charming fluff".[33] Ritika Bhatia of Business Standard wrote that the film "does have its enjoyable moments, but with a three-hour runtime, it fails to sail the high seas", and termed the film "ambitious" but "meandering".[34]
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	Award
	Date of Ceremony
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	BIG Star Entertainment Awards[image: External link]
	16 January 2016
	Most Entertaining Drama Film
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Nominated
	[35]



	Most Entertaining Actor in Drama Role – Male
	Anil Kapoor
	Nominated



	Most Entertaining Actor in a Drama Film – Female
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated



	Most Entertaining Actor in a Romantic Role – Male
	Ranveer Singh[image: External link]
	Won



	Most Entertaining Actor in a Romantic Role – Female
	Anushka Sharma[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Most Entertaining Singer – Female
	Priyanka Chopra (for song "Dil Dhadakne Do")
	Nominated



	Filmfare Awards
	16 January 2016
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Anil Kapoor
	Won
	[36]

[37]



	Best Supporting Actress
	Shefali Shah[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Anushka Sharma[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Shankar Ehsaan Loy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Choreography[image: External link]
	Bosco–Caesar[image: External link] (for song "Gallan Goodiyaan")
	Nominated



	Global Indian Music Academy Awards[image: External link]
	6 April 2016
	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Shankar Ehsaan Loy[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[38]



	Best Background Score[image: External link]
	Shankar Ehsaan Loy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Engineer – Film Album[image: External link]
	Tanay Gajjar[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Music Arranger and Programmer[image: External link]
	Shankar Ehsaan Loy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	IIFA Awards
	26 June 2016[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[39]



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Anil Kapoor
	Won



	Farhan Akhtar
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress
	Anushka Sharma[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Female Playback Singer[image: External link]
	Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link] (for song "Girls Like to Swing")
	Nominated



	Mirchi Music Awards[image: External link]
	2016
	Album of the Year
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Nominated
	[40]



	Lyricist of the Year
	Javed Akhtar[image: External link] (for song "Phir Bhi Yeh Zindagi")
	Nominated



	Best Background Score
	Shankar Ehsaan Loy[image: External link], Jim Satya
	Nominated



	Upcoming Female Vocalist of the Year
	Sukriti Kakar[image: External link] (for song "Pehli Baar")
	Nominated



	Producers Guild Film Awards
	22 December 2015
	Best Actress in a Leading Role
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[41]



	Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Farhan Akhtar
	Nominated



	Best Actress in a Supporting Role
	Anushka Sharma[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Female Playback Singer[image: External link]
	Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link] (for song "Girls Like to Swing")
	Nominated



	Best Lyricist
	Javed Akhtar[image: External link] (for song "Gallan Goodiyaan")
	Nominated



	Best Choreography
	Bosco–Caesar[image: External link] (for song "Gallan Goodiyaan")
	Nominated



	Screen Awards
	8 January 2016
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Nominated
	[42]

[43]



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Zoya Akhtar
	Nominated



	Best Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated



	Best Ensemble Cast
	Anil Kapoor, Shefali Shah[image: External link], Priyanka Chopra,

Ranveer Singh[image: External link], Anushka Sharma[image: External link], Farhan Akhtar
	Won



	Best Actor (Popular Choice)[image: External link]
	Ranveer Singh[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actress (Popular Choice)[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated



	Best Actress (Popular Choice)[image: External link]
	Anushka Sharma[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Anil Kapoor
	Won



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Shankar Ehsaan Loy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Stardust Awards
	22 December 2015
	Actor of the Year – Female[image: External link]
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[44]

[45]



	Actor of the Year – Male[image: External link]
	Ranveer Singh[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Anil Kapoor
	Won



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Shefali Shah[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Costume Design
	Arjun Bhasin[image: External link]
	Won



	Times of India Film Awards[image: External link]
	18 March 2016
	Best Film
	Dil Dhadakne Do
	Nominated
	[46]



	Best Director
	Zoya Akhtar
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor Male
	Anil Kapoor
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor Female
	Shefali Shah[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Zee Cine Awards
	2016
	Best Actor – Female
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[47]

[48]



	Best Actor in a Supporting Role – Male[image: External link]
	Anil Kapoor
	Nominated



	Best Female Debut[image: External link]
	Ridhima Sud
	Nominated



	Best Music Director[image: External link]
	Shankar Ehsaan Loy[image: External link]
	Nominated
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 Box office




As of 12 July 2015, Dil Dhadakne Do had earned approximately $6.9 million gross overseas and ₹144.3 crore worldwide.[3]

In the UK, Ireland and Malta, it earned $330,000 in its opening weekend debuting at number 9 at the U.K. box office.[49]
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack of the album is composed by Shankar–Ehsaan–Loy[image: External link], with lyrics written by Javed Akhtar[image: External link].
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Dil Dhadakne Do"
	Priyanka Chopra, Farhan Akhtar
	03:48



	2.
	"Pehli Baar"
	Sukriti Kakar[image: External link], Siddharth Mahadevan[image: External link]
	04:23



	3.
	"Gallan Goodiyaan"
	Shankar Mahadevan[image: External link], Yashita Sharma, Manish Kumar Tipu, Farhan Akhtar, Sukhwinder Singh[image: External link]
	04:56



	4.
	"Girls Like To Swing"
	Sunidhi Chauhan[image: External link]
	04:03



	5.
	"Phir Bhi Yeh Zindagi"
	Farhan Akhtar, Vishal Dadlani[image: External link], Divya Kumar, Alyssa Mendonsa[image: External link]
	04:27
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Bajirao Mastani






Bajirao Mastani is a 2015 Indian epic[image: External link] historical romance[image: External link] film directed by Sanjay Leela Bhansali, who also composed the music of the film. It is jointly produced by Bhansali and Eros International[image: External link]. The film stars Ranveer Singh[image: External link] as Bajirao I and Deepika Padukone as Mastani[image: External link], with Priyanka Chopra playing Bajirao's first wife Kashibai. Tanvi Azmi[image: External link], Vaibbhav Tatwawdi[image: External link] and Milind Soman[image: External link] appear in supporting roles. Based on the Marathi novel Raau by Nagnath S. Inamdar[image: External link], the film narrates the story of the Maratha Peshwa[image: External link] Bajirao (1700-1740 AD) and his second wife Mastani.

The film was in development for 15 years, with Bhansali wanting to make the film after Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam[image: External link]. However, several times, the production was delayed due to the changing cast. Principal photography started in mid 2014 after the casting of principal roles was finalised. The film was released on 18 December 2015 to critical acclaim from critics, who praised the direction, cinematography, production design, costumes, music and performances, particularly of Chopra, and Singh.

The film has grossed over ₹350 crore (US$54 million) at the box-office,[3] emerging as a commercial success and one of the highest-grossing Indian films of all time. The film received several accolades[image: External link] at various award ceremonies across India. At the 63rd National Film Awards, Bajirao Mastani received seven awards, including Best Direction[image: External link] and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Tanvi Azmi . The film is featured among the 2016 Indian Panorama section of the International Film Festival of India[image: External link].[4] The film received fourteen nominations at the 61st Filmfare Awards, and won nine awards including Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] for Bhansali, Best Actor[image: External link] for Singh, and Best Supporting Actress for Chopra.



TOP
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 Plot




In the early 18th century, the court of Maratha[image: External link] king Chhatrapati Shahu[image: External link] (Mahesh Manjrekar[image: External link]) needs a new Peshwa[image: External link], the equivalent of a modern-day prime minister. In spite of Shripad Rao's (Aditya Pancholi[image: External link]) self-nomination as the Peshwa, Ambaji Pant (Milind Soman[image: External link]) chooses to nominate a young Bajirao (Ranveer Singh[image: External link]). To test his spiritual wisdom and knowledge of weaponry, Shripad challenges Bajirao to split a peacock feather with an arrow. Bajirao succeeds and is given the title of Peshwa. Ten years later, his wife Kashibai (Priyanka Chopra) is visited by her widowed friend Bhanu (Snehlata Girish Vasaikar), whose husband was accused of spying and hence was ordered to be executed by Bajirao. She bitterly forebodes that just like she longs for her husband, Kashibai, too, will yearn for Bajirao.

While traveling to Sironja, an emissary from Bundelkhand[image: External link] infiltrates Bajirao's tent and demands his help in fighting invaders. She reveals herself to be Mastani[image: External link] (Deepika Padukone), the daughter of the Hindu Rajput[image: External link] king Chhatrasal[image: External link] (Benjamin Gilani[image: External link]) and his Persian[image: External link] Muslim[image: External link] consort, Ruhani Bai. Impressed by her skills as a warrior, Bajirao assists her with his army and defeats the invaders. Chhatrasal is overjoyed and insists that Bajirao spend Holi[image: External link] with them in Bundelkhand. Mastani and Bajirao develop feelings for each other and he gifts her his dagger, not knowing that it is a symbol of marriage amongst the Bundelkhand Rajputs. Bajirao then departs for Pune, where Kashibai greets him with a tour of their newly-built Shaniwar Wada[image: External link] and shows him the Aaina Mahal (hall of mirrors) which allows her to see him from her room.

Determined to pursue her love, Mastani arrives in Pune but is treated harshly by Bajirao's mother Radhabai (Tanvi Azmi[image: External link]) and accommodated in the palace for courtesans[image: External link]. She tolerates this insult and appears to dance before Bajirao on the occasion of Parava. Radhabai scornfully offers her the occupation of a royal dancer, but refuses to accept her as a daughter-in-law. Mastani travels to the Chhatrapati Shahu and expresses her desire to be with Bajirao before leaving to wait for him at a ruin across the river. Bajirao crosses the river in the midst of a storm and chides her persistence, reminding her that he is already married and that his court will never respect her if she is with him. She agrees despite his warning and he declares her as his second wife.

The Marathas prepare to attack Delhi, the capital of the Mughal Empire[image: External link], but first must ensure that the Nizam of Hyderabad[image: External link], the Muslim ruler of Hyderabad State[image: External link], will not attack them during their assault. Thus Bajirao leaves to confront the Nizam, Qamar ud-Din Khan[image: External link] (Raza Murad[image: External link]), and although his odds of victory are slim, he returns successful. A pregnant Kashibai witnesses Bajirao embracing Mastani, who is also expecting, in the Aaina Mahal and leaves for her mother's home. She returns months later with her newborn son, who is named Raghunath[image: External link] in joyous celebration. Mastani also gives birth to a son, whom Mastani and Bajirao name Krishna Rao. However, when Krishna Bhatt (Yatin Karyekar[image: External link]), the head Brahmin[image: External link] priest, refuses to conduct the naamkaran (the Hindu christening ceremony) on the grounds that Krishna Rao is deemed illegitimate, Bajirao renames him Shamsher Bahadur[image: External link]. A few years later, Kashibai and Bajirao's eldest son Balaji Baji Rao[image: External link], also known as Nana Saheb (Ayush Tandon[image: External link]), returns from Satara[image: External link] and expresses hatred towards Mastani for disrupting his mother's marriage.

Kashibai is informed of a treacherous plan to murder Mastani and her son during a festival by Shiva Bhatt, another Brahmin priest. Kashibai reluctantly relays this news to Bajirao, who rescues both of them from certain death. Following the murder of Shiva Bhatt by Krishna Bhatt, Bajirao is enraged. For Mastani's safety and to grant her a royal abode, Bajirao builds the Mastani Mahal for her. Bajirao, however, is brokenhearted due to the betrayal of his mother Radhabai and his brother Chimaji Appa[image: External link] (Vaibbhav Tatwawdi[image: External link]). Meanwhile, Pant informs him that he must defeat Nasir Jung[image: External link], the vengeful son of the Nizam. Bajirao proclaims that even if he loves Mastani, his life and allegiance is always to his cause, so he decides to leave for the battlefield. Before leaving, he meets Kashibai, as tradition held that the wife sent off the husband into battle. Kashibai reveals to him that he has broken her heart and compares their love with that of Krishna[image: External link] and Rukmini[image: External link]. She orders him never to enter her chamber again, and Bajirao accepts and leaves.

However, after Bajirao leaves for battle, Radhabai and Nana Saheb imprison Mastani and Shamsher Bahadur. After Bajirao receives the news, he single-handedly defeats Nasir Jung's army in his rage, but later collapses from his injuries. At his deathbed, Kashibai send a letter pleading with Radhabai to release Mastani so that Bajirao can recover, but her attempt is futile as Nana Saheb burns the letter and refuses to release Mastani. Bajirao, delirious due to his sickness, dies from the trauma of his hallucinations, just as Mastani passes away in captivity. The two fated lovers are shown to be united in death.
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 Cast





	
Ranveer Singh[image: External link] as Bajirao I


	
Deepika Padukone as Mastani[image: External link]


	
Priyanka Chopra as Kashibai


	
Tanvi Azmi[image: External link] as Radhabai

	
Milind Soman[image: External link] as Ambaji Pant

	
Vaibbhav Tatwawdi[image: External link] as Chimaji Appa[image: External link]


	
Ayush Tandon[image: External link] as Balaji Baji Rao[image: External link] (alias Nana Saheb)

	
Mahesh Manjrekar[image: External link] as Chhatrapati Shahu[image: External link]


	
Aditya Pancholi[image: External link] as Shripad Rao

	
Raza Murad[image: External link] as Qamar ud-Din Khan[image: External link]


	Sukhada Khandkekar as Anubai

	
Benjamin Gilani[image: External link] as King Chhatrasal[image: External link]


	
Anuja Gokhale[image: External link] as Bhiubai

	
Yatin Karyekar[image: External link] as Krishna Bhatt

	
Anuja Sathe[image: External link] as Bajirao's sister

	
Irrfan Khan as Narrator
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 Production
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 Development




The project spent 12 years in "development hell[image: External link]". Sanjay Leela Bhansali wanted to make Bajirao Mastani, after the release of Devdas[image: External link] (2002).[5]
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 Casting




Bhansali originally wanted his Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam pair Salman Khan and Aishwarya Rai for the eponymous roles, but could not cast them together after their highly publicised break-up.[6] In mid 2003, Bhansali had cast Khan and Kareena Kapoor as the lead pair with Rani Mukerji playing Baji Rao's first wife Kashibai.[5] However, the idea was scrapped when both Khan and Kapoor signed other films together. Bhansali wanted to be the first director to showcase their pairing. Hence, the film was shelved and Bhansali went on to direct Black[image: External link] (2005), Saawariya[image: External link] (2007), Guzaarish[image: External link] (2010) and Goliyon Ki Raasleela...Ramleela[image: External link] (2013).

Over the following ten years, media speculation continued about the production and casting of Bajirao Mastani. Several actors were rumoured to be linked to the project including Ajay Devgn,[7] Shahrukh Khan[image: External link],[8] Hrithik Roshan,[9] Ranveer Singh[image: External link],[10] Deepika Padukone,[10] and Katrina Kaif.[11]

In July 2014, it was confirmed that Bhansali had revived the project with Ranveer Singh and Deepika Padukone (the lead pair of Bhansali's Goliyon Ki Raasleela Ram-Leela[image: External link]) playing the titular roles and Priyanka Chopra playing Bajirao's first wife, Kashibai.[6] Both Singh and Padukone underwent extensive preparation for their roles. Bhansali had reportedly approached Daksha Sheth to train the pair in Kalaripayattu[image: External link], an ancient Indian martial art. Sheth also trained Padukone in the dance style of Kathak.[12] Classical Kathak dancer Pandit Birju Maharaj[image: External link] has also choreographed a Kathak song for Padukone.[13] Singh was required to learn Marathi, learn horseback riding, and shave his head for the role.[14] In addition, the role of Bajirao also required Singh to gain weight to build his physique. In preparation for her role of Kashibai, Chopra took a 15-day coaching course and she also be underwent language training in a dialect of Marathi spoken during the time of the ascension of the Peshwas.[15] Irrfan Khan played narrator in the film.[16]

In September 2014, it was confirmed that Tanvi Azmi[image: External link] was cast for the role of Bajirao's mother. Other actresses reportedly considered for this role were Shabana Azmi, Dimple Kapadia, and Supriya Pathak[image: External link].[17] Tanvi went completely bald for her role.[18] In November 2014, the actresses for the roles of Bajirao's sisters were finalised with Sukhada Khandkekar cast as Anubai and Anuja Gokhale as Bhiubai.[19] Mahesh Manjrekar[image: External link] was cast to play Maratha Emperor Chhattrapati Shahu[image: External link] in the film.[20] The film's costumes were designed by Anju Modi.[21] It was announced in January 2015 that actor Vaibhav Tatwawadi was chosen to play Bajirao's younger brother, Chimaji Appa.[22]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] started on 23 September 2014 with Singh and Chopra.[23][24] Padukone shot for a crucial scene for two days during the end of December 2014 and resumed shooting in March 2015, after completing work for her other projects.[25] Padukone filming included physically tough scenes such as sword fighting while sporting a 20 kg armour.[26][27] A major portion of the film will be shot in Mumbai's Film City Studios.[28] For the outdoor sequences, Bhansali has finalised Madhya Pradesh[image: External link], Rajasthan, Gujarat[image: External link], and Wai[image: External link] of Maharashtra[image: External link].[12][28] The Production designers Sujeet Sawant, Sriram Iyengar, Saloni have designed more than 21 sets including Aaina Mahal and Shaniwar wada. Extensive research and designing have been done to construct massive sets. The promo teaser launched recently shows the grandeur and aesthetically stunning visuals of Peshwa Period achieved by the designers. The grand set used in the song "Deewani Mastani" was turned into a museum.[29]
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 Marketing




In August 2015, a special graphic web series titled Blazing Bajirao was launched in which the characters of Peshwa Bajirao, Mastani and Kashibai were represented in an animated format.[30] The producers also planned a video game, Blazing Bajirao - The Game, where players can defeat enemies as Peshwa Bajirao.[31][32][33]
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 Pre-release revenue




The film was made on a budget of ₹120 crore (US$19 million). The satellite and music rights[image: External link] of the film were sold for ₹50 crore (US$7.8 million) and ₹70 crore (US$11 million) respectively.[34]
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 Release




Bajirao Mastani was released on 18 December 2015 in India.[35] The film shared the 5000+ domestic screens with Dilwale[image: External link] in a 40:60 ratio.[36] In the international markets, Bajirao Mastani was released in over 850+ screens with the largest release in China with over 6000 screens later in its run.[37] The descendants of Peshwa and Chhatrasal dynasty protested against the release of film in Pune.[38]

This film is also based on the Marathi novel titled Raau, which is a fictional account of the relationship between Bajirao I and his second wife Mastani[image: External link]. The descendants of Bajirao I and Mastani expressed their disapproval of this film, claiming excessive creative liberty by the director, Sanjay Leela Bhansali, causing wrongful portrayal of their ancestors.[39] A petition was filed in Bombay High Court seeking stay on the film but the High Court refused to interfere with its release.[40]

The dance sequence in the song "Pinga" and the dressing sense of Kashibai and Mastani met criticism from both Kashibai's and Mastani's descendant along with an outcry in social media.[41][42] Few historians also opined that apart from the inappropriateness of a woman of such stature to dance in public, Kashibai also suffered from a type of arthritis[image: External link] and such dance was not physically possible.[43]
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 Critical reception




Subhash K. Jha gave the film five stars out of five calling it a "masterpiece", and compared it favorably with Mughal-e-Azam[image: External link].[44] Anupama Chopra from Hindustan Times gave four stars out of five, terming it "soaring, searing and visually sumptuous", and wrote "Bajirao Mastani plays out a like an operatic, swooning, feverish love poem." She praised the performances by the lead actors and wrote" Ranveer Singh isn’t instantly convincing but slowly, he makes you believe. It’s a complex role that combines towering strength with aching vulnerability and helplessness. Priyanka Chopra might have fewer scenes but she creates maximum impact."[45] The Times of India also gave four stars out of five, pointing out its "outstanding" cinematography and wrote "Every visual resembles a grand painting - courts with shadows and chandeliers, courtiers with tilaks and teers, chambers gleaming with mirrors, skies blushing with passion."[46] Taran Adarsh from Bollywood Hungama gave four stars out of five, describing it as "a cinematic gem" and wrote that "fascinating characters and inspirational sub-plots [in the film] advances into a stunning culmination."[47]

Zee News[image: External link] also gave four stars out of five and noted "An outright outshining piece of art made unblemished, sprinkled with sincerity and discipline of acting—this love folklore will restore the drama lovers, back in their ‘expectation’ block."[48] Shubha Shetty-Saha of Mid Day gave three and a half out of five stars, and wrote "Sanjay Leela Bhansali in his characteristic style narrates his version of the story in a Mughal-e-azamesque scale of grandiosity, replete with breathtakingly beautiful sets, elaborate and well thought of costumes and accessories and dreamy cinematography" which transports the viewers to an "unique and stunningly beautiful world."[49] Ananya Bhattacharya of India Today also rated the film three and a half out of five stars, calling it "an experience", and Bhansali "a master love-storyteller." She praised the performance "Ranveer, Deepika, Priyanka shine [...] while Tanvi Azmi plays the intimidating matriarch with elan." However, she thought the editing "could have been much crisper."[50] Koimoi gave three and a half out of five stars praising the Bhansali's direction and score, and wrote "When it comes to direction. Bajirao Mastani is a sheer cinematic brilliance. Bhansali’s clear vision of making it an epic romance finally sees light of the day after years of waiting. Costumes, sets and Sudeep Chaterjee’s cinematography all confluence into a magnificent presentation." She additionally praised the performances, chemistry between the three lead actors calling it "breathtaking", and the cinematography.[51] Writing for NDTV, Saibal Chatterjee gave the film three and a half out of five stars, and said "There isn't a dull moment in this colourful and dramatic film that embraces excess with unabashed abandon."[52]

Giving a rating of three stars out of five Rajeev Masand described the film as "artistic but exhausting" and was critical of the film's length. However, he praised the cinematography, production design and performances, particularly Chopra's. He wrote "the film benefits from a nice touch of playfulness and humor in Priyanka Chopra’s Kashibai. Chopra brings grace to the character, and practically steals the film".[53] On the other hand, Namrata Joshi of The Hindu called the film a “historical leap”, and wrote "Sanjay Leela Bhansali returns with another visual spectacle that wilfully takes liberties with the past that it depicts. But it does manage to engage even as it exhausts."[54] Conversely, Raja Sen of Rediff was unimpressed with the film, rating it two out of five stars. However, he praised performances by Chopra and Singh describing as "terrific". He was critical of Padukone's performance writing that "Padukone look giddily entranced, there are times when she appears completely lost. It doesn't help that she's entirely eaten up by Priyanka Chopra, who, while not in the title, owns Bajirao Mastani."[55] Shubhra Gupta of The Indian Express[image: External link] was also disappointed with the film, writing that "Bajirao Mastani’ had the potential to be a terrific historical. You want to be transported. What it ends up being is a costume drama : too many costumes, too much revved-up, empty drama, and too little plot."[56]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music




Main article: Bajirao Mastani (soundtrack)[image: External link]


The original score[image: External link] of the film is composed by Sanchit Balhara[image: External link], while the original songs are composed by Sanjay Leela Bhansali with assistance by Shreyas Puranik and Devrath Nadaar.[57] The Hindi lyrics are penned by Siddharth–Garima, A. M. Turaz[image: External link] and Prashant Ingole. The soundtrack album[image: External link] was released by Eros Music[image: External link] on November 24, 2015.[58] The original Hindi version of the soundtrack has ten songs. The soundtrack album was also released in Tamil and Telugu[image: External link] versions, the lyrics to the former version penned by Madhan Karky[image: External link] and latter by Ramajogayya Sastry[image: External link].[59] Both the versions of the soundtrack have eight songs each.
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 Box office




The film collected ₹12.80 crore (US$2.0 million) nett on its opening day which is tenth highest of the year.[60] On its second day the film saw growth in its collection as it collected ₹15.52 crore (US$2.4 million) nett.[61] The film show further growth on its third day as it collected ₹18.45 crore (US$2.9 million) nett to take its first weekend total to ₹46.77 crore (US$7.3 million) nett.[62] The film collected ₹39.88 crore (US$6.2 million) nett in weekdays of its first week to take its first week total to ₹86.15 crore (US$13 million) nett, which is fourth highest of the year.[63]

The film saw growth of nearly 20% in its collection on its second Friday as it collected ₹12.50 crore (US$1.9 million) nett.[64] With this the film made total of ₹98.40 crore (US$15 million) nett and becomes sixth highest grosser of the year.[65] The domestic total of the film was around ₹141 crore (US$22 million) crore nett in eleven days.[66]

The film made around $6.5 million (₹43 crore in overseas revenue in the first week.[67]

At the end of its theatrical run, Bajirao Mastani grossed ₹392 crore (US$61 million) worldwide.[3][68]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Bajirao Mastani[image: External link]
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Alex Parrish






Alexandra "Alex" Parrish is a fictional character[image: External link] and the protagonist[image: External link] of the American television drama[image: External link] thriller[image: External link] series Quantico on ABC. The character was created by Joshua Safran[image: External link] and is played by actress Priyanka Chopra. Alex was introduced as an FBI[image: External link] recruit at the FBI Academy[image: External link], Quantico, Virginia[image: External link]. Considered to be the brightest recruit of her class, she eventually became an FBI field agent and later the prime suspect for a terrorist attack on Grand Central Terminal[image: External link]. After getting fired from the FBI, she joined the CIA[image: External link] where she was trained to become a case officer[image: External link].

The character and Chopra's performance had positive reception from critics. For her performance as Parrish, Chopra has won two People's Choice Awards: Favorite Actress in a New TV Series in 2016 and Favorite Dramtic TV Actress in 2017. She is the first South Asian to win a People's Choice Award.
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 Character biography





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life




Alex grew up in Oakland, CA with her parents Michael and Sita. An alcoholic, Michael was physically abusive towards his wife and daughter. When Alex was in her pre-teenage years, Michael was killed during a violent episode against Sita. The police declined to press charges, unaware that Alex was responsible for Michael's death. Alex was then sent to live with Sita's family in Mumbai[image: External link].

Alex returned to the United States before enrolling at the FBI Academy[image: External link] in 2015. Unknown to the Bureau, Alex had discovered that her father was a former FBI agent and applied to learn more about his past. Alex kept her activities a secret from Sita, telling her mother that she was starting graduate school[image: External link]. A stuffed bear wearing a UC Berkeley[image: External link] sweater can be seen on her desk in the fifteenth episode of the first season[image: External link], suggesting that she may have attended the University of California, Berkeley[image: External link] prior to enrolling at Quantico.
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 Training at Quantico




At Quantico, Alex quickly formed friendships with some of her fellow New Agent Trainees (NATs), particularly her roommate Shelby Wyatt (Johanna Braddy[image: External link]), Nimah and Raina Amin (Yasmine Al Masri[image: External link]), Simon Asher (Tate Ellington[image: External link]), Eric Packer (Brian J. Smith[image: External link]), Brandon Fletcher (Jacob Artist[image: External link]), Elias Harper (Rick Cosnett[image: External link]) and Caleb Haas (Graham Rogers[image: External link]). She also gained a rival in Natalie Vasquez (Anabelle Acosta[image: External link]), and initiated a romantic relationship with Ryan Booth (Jake McLaughlin[image: External link]), although she was unaware that he was a fellow trainee at the time. Alex and Ryan broke up when she manipulated her supervising training agent, Liam O'Connor (Josh Hopkins[image: External link]), into reinstating Ryan and he was reassigned from Quantico. She subsequently spent New Years Eve[image: External link] with Liam in a failed attempt to get over Ryan and her new knowledge of her father's past.

After the merging of two classes at Quantico, Alex became partnered primarily with Drew Perales (Lenny Platt[image: External link]), who used to play for the Chicago Bears[image: External link] before joining the Bureau. Other NATs were also included as part of the merge, including Iris Chang (Li Jun Li) and Will Olsen (Jay Armstrong Johnson). During her training at Quantico, Alex learned that Liam and Ryan were indirectly responsible for an incident of gang violence that took the life of Drew's girlfriend and led him to join the FBI, causing friction between Liam and Drew. Later in the events of the past timeline at Quantico, Drew becomes a romantic interest of Alex. Towards the end of the past timeline, it was revealed that Alex and her remaining classmates (Shelby, Raina, Nimah, Caleb, Brandon and Iris) graduated from Quantico with offers to work in field offices across the nation.
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 Accused




About a year after her arrival at Quantico and several months after the successful completion of her training, Alex was living in New York City[image: External link] and was preparing to work the security detail for the upcoming Democratic National Convention[image: External link]. On the morning of the convention, Alex awoke in the ruins of Grand Central Terminal[image: External link], and discovered it had been destroyed several hours earlier with high-grade explosives. Alex was taken into custody and learned that she was being charged with the terrorist attack on Grand Central. Alex's initial escape was orchestrated by Deputy Director Miranda Shaw (Aunjanue Ellis[image: External link]), her primary instructor at Quantico, who refused to believe that she was guilty.

Alex was able to prove her innocence in the Grand Central Terminal[image: External link] bombing with the help of her classmates at Quantico and discovered that the suspected bomber was former FBI analyst-trainee Elias Harper (Rick Cosnett[image: External link]) who had planted the bomb under the instruction of a mastermind terrorist. Having cleared her name in the congressional hearing, Alex is reinstated as an FBI agent assigned to the field office[image: External link] in New York City, specifically the operations section and now strives to uncover the true mastermind behind the bombings, as the 2016 Presidential election[image: External link] looms ever closer. Prior to the events of the election, the terrorist kills Natalie Vasquez and Drew Perales to force Alex into doing their bidding. At the end of season one, Liam is revealed to be the traitor, with Alex and Ryan killing him in the finale. After the events of the bombings, the ensuing publicity from the revelation of Liam's treachery and Simon Asher's death, Alex is fired from the FBI[image: External link]. Two months after the presidential election[image: External link], Alex is approached by Matthew Keyes (Henry Czerny[image: External link]), the director of the CIA[image: External link] who provides an opportunity for her to join and work for the organization.
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 Working for the CIA




In the second season[image: External link], six months after her termination from the FBI, Alex was seen working a desk-job as an analyst at the CIA while living with Shelby and continuing her relationship with Ryan later becoming his fianceé. Later in the future events of Quantico, she becomes a CIA[image: External link] recruit. At Camp Peary[image: External link], she is joined with other recruits such as Harry Doyle (Russell Tovey[image: External link]), Dayana Mampasi (Pearl Thusi[image: External link]), Sebastian Chen (David Lim), León Velez (Aarón Díaz[image: External link]), Leigh Davis (Heléne Yorke) and Jeremy Miller (David Call[image: External link]). Ryan later joins the other recruits at the site, much to the surprise of Alex. Sometime after her recruitment, Alex has a meeting with Matthew Keyes and Miranda Shaw. It is revealed that she was recruited by the CIA as part of a covert mission to establish any potential threats within the agency. Ryan is also recruited by the agency for the same mission. Owen Hall (Blair Underwood[image: External link]) is confirmed to be the primary CIA instructor for the training site at The Farm. In addition, Lydia Hall (Tracy Ifeachor[image: External link]) is later revealed to be another trainer on-site. Alex and the recruits undergo a series of training assessments in order to become future case officers[image: External link]. After being kicked out of The Farm by Lydia, she goes back to working as an analyst again. In addition, it is highlighted that she broke off her engagement with Ryan sometime before the 2018 G-20 hostage crisis in New York.[1]
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 Hostage crisis




During the hostage crisis, Alex witnessed the execution of the First Lady before disguising herself as a member of the Citizens Liberation Front. She attempted to gain information about the terrorist group that were involved in orchestrating the crisis at the G-20 summit in New York. Prior to escaping the financial district area, she managed to expose the conspirators within the FBI and CIA that were deeply connected to the Citizens Liberation Front as well as the AIC. The AIC was later revealed to be a rogue intelligence group of the CIA that had the backing of a shadow cabal syndicate to push for a certain nefarious agenda.
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 Re-instated




Two weeks after the end of the hostage crisis, President Claire Haas (Marcia Cross[image: External link]) and CIA director Matthew Keyes put forth a covert joint task force between the FBI and CIA. The mission of the task force is to remove the looming threats associated with the rise of a shadow cabal syndicate. The group is made up of eight Collaborators that were secretly involved in orchestrating the hostage crisis. As a result of Lydia's actions during the crisis, the Collaborators have access to the sensitive intelligence that is necessary for their goal in gaining control within certain areas of government influence. Alex is hired to be a member of the task force along with Ryan Booth, Nimah Amin, Shelby Wyatt and Dayana Mampasi. The leader of the group is Clay Haas (Hunter Parrish[image: External link]), a renowned political advisory strategist. Prior to the formation of the task-force, Alex is re-instated to work again as an FBI agent.

The team members were assigned missions to unveil the identities of the Collaborators. However, they fail to achieve their goal as the media reported on the unsanctioned activities of the task force. Following the publicized accounts of the task force in the broadcast media, The Speaker of the House, Henry Roarke (Dennis Boutsikaris[image: External link]) took the opportunity to criticize Claire's presidency and called for her impeachment. After Claire Haas resigned from her presidency as a result of the scandal surrounding her role in forming the task force, it is revealed that Roarke succeeded in being appointed as the President of the United States. Shortly after his inauguration, he requests for a new Constitutional Convention, in order to rewrite the United States Constitution[image: External link].

In the days leading to the Constitutional Convention, Alex and the rest of the task force try to stop Roarke from getting the votes needed to allow the Convention to occur. However, their initial plan fails and they resort to a final strategy. At the convention in Philadelphia, Alex publicly broadcasts Roarke's recordings with the Federal Security Service[image: External link] and emails the evidence to the ACLU and other rights organizations, before having Miranda fake her death by shooting her at the event. Roarke, not willing to face the press or the police, commits suicide.
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 Fugitive




Due to Alex committing treason by releasing classified U.S intelligence to the public at the Constitutional Convention, she is branded as a fugitive of the United States. Owen mentions to Alex in the car that she needs to maintain her cover so as to evade capture from domestic and international law enforcement agencies as a result of being issued an INTERPOL[image: External link] Red Notice for her arrest. Along with Ryan, she leaves the country on a plane to an unknown international destination.
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 Reception




The character of Alex has recived positive reviews, and Chopra was immediately praised for her portrayal. James Poniewozik of The New York Times described Chopra as "immediately charismatic and commanding."[2]

BuddyTV[image: External link] ranked Alex Parrish number one on the list of "12 Breakout Characters of the Fall 2015 TV Season", writing "Chopra shines in her starring role. Alex is a heroine to stand alongside ABC's other female leads like Meredith Grey[image: External link], Annalise Keating[image: External link], and Olivia Pope[image: External link]."[3] It also declared Chopra's portrayal of Alex Parrish as the 2015 Sexiest Woman on Television.[4] Chopra has won a People's Choice Award[image: External link] for Favorite Actress in a New TV Series for the role, becoming the first South Asian Actress to win a People's Choice Award.[5] In 2017, she won another People's Choice Award, this time for Favorite Dramtic TV Actress.
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American Broadcasting Company






The American Broadcasting Company (ABC) is an American English language[image: External link] commercial broadcast[image: External link] television network[image: External link] that is owned by the Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], a subsidiary of the Disney Media Networks[image: External link] division of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]. The network is headquartered on Columbus Avenue[image: External link] and West 66th Street[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. There are additional major offices and production facilities elsewhere in New York City, as well as in Los Angeles[image: External link] and Burbank, California[image: External link].

Since 2007, when ABC Radio[image: External link] (also known as Cumulus Media Networks) was sold to Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], ABC has reduced its broadcasting operations almost exclusively to television. The fifth-oldest major broadcasting network in the world and the youngest of the Big Three television networks[image: External link], ABC is often nicknamed as "The Alphabet Network", as its initialism[image: External link] also represents the first three letters of the English alphabet[image: External link], in order.

ABC originally launched on October 12, 1943, as a radio network[image: External link], separated from and serving as the successor to the NBC Blue Network[image: External link], which had been purchased by Edward J. Noble[image: External link]. It extended its operations to television in 1948, following in the footsteps of established broadcast networks CBS[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]. In the mid-1950s, ABC merged with United Paramount Theatres[image: External link], a chain of movie theaters that formerly operated as a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. Leonard Goldenson[image: External link], who had been the head of UPT, made the new television network profitable by helping develop and greenlight many successful series. In the 1980s, after purchasing an 80% interest in cable sports channel ESPN[image: External link], the network's corporate parent, American Broadcasting Companies, Inc., merged with Capital Cities Communications[image: External link], owner of several print publications, and television and radio stations. In 1996, most of Capital Cities/ABC's assets were purchased by The Walt Disney Company.

The television network has eight owned-and-operated[image: External link] and over 232 affiliated[image: External link] television stations throughout the United States and its territories. Most Canadians[image: External link] have access to at least one U.S.-based ABC affiliate, either over-the-air (in areas located within proximity to the Canada–United States border[image: External link]) or through a cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] or IPTV[image: External link] provider, although most ABC programs are subject to simultaneous substitution[image: External link] regulations imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] that allow pay television providers to replace an American station's signal with the feed of a Canadian broadcaster to protect domestic programming rights and advertising revenue. ABC News[image: External link] provides news and features content for select radio stations owned by Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], which purchased the ABC Radio properties in 2007.
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 History
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 Blue Network (1927–1945)




Main article: Blue Network[image: External link]


In the 1930s, radio in the United States was dominated by three companies: the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the Mutual Broadcasting System[image: External link] and the National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC). The last was owned by electronics manufacturer Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA), which owned two radio networks that each ran different varieties of programming, NBC Blue[image: External link] and NBC Red[image: External link]. The NBC Blue Network was created in 1927 for the primary purpose of testing new programs on markets of lesser importance than those served by NBC Red, which served the major cities,[3] and to test drama series.[4]

In 1934, Mutual filed a complaint with the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) regarding its difficulties in establishing new stations, in a radio market that was already being saturated by NBC and CBS.[4] In 1938, the FCC began a series of investigations into the practices of radio networks[4] and published its report on the broadcasting of network radio programs in 1940. The report recommended that RCA give up control of either NBC Red or NBC Blue.[3] At that time, the NBC Red Network was the principal radio network in the United States and, according to the FCC, RCA was using NBC Blue to eliminate any hint of competition. Having no power over the networks themselves, the FCC established a regulation forbidding licenses to be issued for radio stations if they were affiliated with a network which already owned multiple networks[3] that provided content of public interest.[4]

Once Mutual's appeals against the FCC were rejected, RCA decided to sell NBC Blue in 1941, and gave the mandate to do so to Mark Woods.[5] RCA converted the NBC Blue Network into an independent subsidiary, formally divorcing the operations of NBC Red and NBC Blue on January 8, 1942,[4][6] with the Blue Network being referred to on-air as either "Blue" or "Blue Network".[7] The newly separated NBC Red and NBC Blue divided their respective corporate assets. Between 1942 and 1943, Woods offered to sell the entire NBC Blue Network,[8][9] a package that included leases on landlines, three pending television licenses (WJZ-TV in New York City[image: External link], KGO-TV[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link] and WENR-TV[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link]), 60 affiliates, four operations facilities (in New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles and Washington D.C.), contracts with actors, and the brand associated with the Blue Network. Investment firm Dillon, Read & Co.[image: External link] (which was later acquired by the Swiss Bank Corporation[image: External link] in 1997) offered $7.5 million to purchase the network, but the offer was rejected by Woods and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link].[8]

Edward John Noble[image: External link], the owner of Life Savers[image: External link] candy, drugstore chain Rexall[image: External link] and New York City radio station WMCA[image: External link], purchased the network for $8 million.[3][4] Due to FCC ownership rules, the transaction, which was to include the purchase of three RCA stations by Noble, would require him to resell his station with the FCC's approval.[8] The Commission authorized the transaction on October 12, 1943.[5][10] Soon afterward, the Blue Network was purchased by the new company Noble founded, the American Broadcasting System.[4] Noble subsequently acquired the rights to the "American Broadcasting Company" name from George B. Storer[image: External link] in 1944; its parent company adopted the corporate name American Broadcasting Companies, Inc.[4][8] Woods retained his position as president and CEO of ABC until December 1949, and was subsequently promoted to vice-chairman of the board before leaving ABC altogether on June 30, 1951.[11]

Meanwhile, in August 1944, the West Coast division of the Blue Network, which owned San Francisco[image: External link] radio station KGO[image: External link], bought Los Angeles[image: External link] station KECA from Earle C. Anthony[image: External link] for $800,000.[12] Both stations were then managed by Don Searle, the vice-president of the Blue Network's West Coast division.[13]
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 Entry into television (1945–1949)




The ABC Radio Network created its audience slowly. The network's acquisition of Detroit[image: External link] radio station WXYZ[image: External link] from KingTrendle Broadcasting in 1946 for a little less than $3 million (and which remained under ABC ownership until 1984),[14] allowed it to acquire several radio serials, including The Lone Ranger[image: External link], Sergeant Preston[image: External link], and The Green Hornet[image: External link], which had originated on that station.[15]

ABC became an aggressive competitor to NBC and CBS when, continuing NBC Blue's traditions of public service, it aired symphony performances conducted by Paul Whiteman[image: External link],[4] performances from the Metropolitan Opera[image: External link], and jazz concerts aired as part of its broadcast of The Chamber Music Society of Lower Basin Street[image: External link] announced by Milton Cross[image: External link].[16] The network also became known for such suspenseful dramas as Sherlock Holmes, Gang Busters[image: External link] and Counterspy[image: External link], as well as several mid-afternoon youth-oriented programs.[16] However, ABC made a name for itself by utilizing the practice of counterprogramming[image: External link], with which it often placed shows of its own against the offerings of NBC and CBS, adopting the use of the Magnetophon[image: External link] tape recorder, brought to the U.S. from Nazi Germany[image: External link] after its conquest, to pre-record its programming.[15] With the help of the Magnetophon, ABC was able to provide its stars with greater freedom in terms of time, and also attract several big names, such as Bing Crosby[image: External link][15] at a time when NBC and CBS did not allow pre-taped shows.

While its radio network was undergoing reconstruction, ABC found it difficult to avoid falling behind on the new medium of television[image: External link].[17] To ensure a space, in 1947, ABC submitted five applications for television station licenses, one for each market where it owned and operated a radio station (New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco and Detroit).[18] These applications all requested for the stations to broadcast on VHF[image: External link] channel 7[image: External link], as Frank Marx[image: External link], then ABC's vice-president of engineering, thought that the low-band VHF frequencies (corresponding to channels 2 through 6) would be requisitioned from broadcasting use and reallocated for the U.S. Army[image: External link].[18]

The ABC television network made its debut on April 19, 1948, with WFIL-TV in Philadelphia[image: External link] (now WPVI-TV[image: External link]) becoming its first primary affiliate.[19] The first program ever broadcast on the network was On the Corner, featuring satirist Henry Morgan[image: External link]. Other stations carrying the initial broadcast were WMAR-TV[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link], WMAL-TV[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and WABD[image: External link], the DuMont station in New York City, since ABC's New York station had yet to sign on.[20]

The network's flagship owned-and-operated station, WJZ-TV in New York City (later re-called WABC-TV[image: External link]), signed on the air on August 10, 1948,[19] with its first broadcast running for two hours that evening.[21] ABC's other owned-and-operated stations launched over the course of the next 13 months:[19] WENR-TV in Chicago signed on the air on September 17,[22] while WXYZ-TV[image: External link] in Detroit went on the air on October 9, 1948.[23] In October 1948, as a result of an influx of television station license applications that it had issued as well as a study it undertook on the use of the VHF spectrum for broadcasting purposes, the FCC implemented a freeze on new station applications[image: External link].[24] However, KGO-TV in San Francisco, which had received its license prior to the freeze, made its debut on May 5, 1949.[25][26] On May 7, 1949, Billboard revealed that ABC had proposed an investment of $6.25 million, of which it would spend $2.5 million to convert 20 acres (80,937 m2) of land in Hollywood[image: External link] into what would become The Prospect Studios[image: External link], and construct a transmitter on Mount Wilson[image: External link], in anticipation of the launch of KECA-TV[image: External link], which was scheduled to begin operations on August 1[27] (but would not actually sign on until September 16).[28][29]

In the fall of 1949, ABC found itself in the position of an outsider, with less coverage than two of its competing networks, CBS and NBC, even though it was on par with them in some major cities and had a headstart over its third rival at the time, the DuMont Television Network[image: External link].[30] Before the freeze ended in 1952, there were only 108 existing television stations in the United States; a few major cities (such as Boston[image: External link]) had only two television stations, many other cities (such as Pittsburgh[image: External link] and St. Louis[image: External link]) had only one, and still many others (such as Denver[image: External link] and Portland[image: External link]) did not yet have any television service.[30] The result was an uneven transition period where television flourished in certain areas and network radio remained the sole source of broadcast entertainment and news in others.
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 American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres




Main article: American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link]


At the end of 1949, movie theater operator United Paramount Theatres (UPT) was forced by the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] to become an independent entity, separating itself from Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[31] For its part, ABC was on the verge of bankruptcy, with only five owned-and-operated stations and nine full-time affiliates.[32] Its revenues, which were related to advertising and were indexed compared to the number of listeners/viewers, failed to compensate for its heavy investments in purchasing and building stations. In 1951, a rumor even mentioned that the network would be sold to CBS.[18][33] In 1951, Noble held a 58% ownership stake in ABC,[34] giving him $5 million with which to prevent ABC from going bankrupt; as banks refused further credit,[35] that amount was obtained through a loan from the Prudential Insurance Company of America[image: External link].[36]

Leonard Goldenson[image: External link], the president of UPT (which sought to diversify itself at the time), approached Noble in 1951 on a proposal for UPT to purchase ABC.[35] Noble received other offers, including one from CBS founder William S. Paley[image: External link]; however, a merger with CBS would have forced that network to sell its New York City and Los Angeles stations at the very least.[37] Goldenson and Noble reached a tentative agreement in the late spring of 1951[35] in which UPT would acquire ABC and turn it into a subsidiary of the company that would retain autonomy in its management.[38] On June 6, 1951, the tentative agreement was approved by UPT's board of directors.[38] However, the transaction had to be approved by the FCC because of the presence of television networks and the recent separation between Paramount and UPT. Insofar as Paramount Pictures was already a shareholder in the DuMont Television Network, the FCC conducted a series of hearings to ensure whether Paramount was truly separated from United Paramount Theatres, and whether it was violating antitrust laws[image: External link].[17]

In 1952, when the release of the FCC's Sixth Report and Order announced the end of its freeze on new station license applications, among the issues the Commission was slated to address was whether to approve the UPT-ABC merger.[24] One FCC Commissioner saw the possibility of ABC, funded by UPT, becoming a viable and competitive third television network.[39] On February 9, 1953, the FCC approved UPT's purchase of ABC in exchange for $25 million in shares.[39][40] The merged company, renamed American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link], Inc. and headquartered in the Paramount Building[image: External link] at 1501 Broadway in Manhattan,[41] owned six AM and several FM radio stations, five television stations and 644 cinemas in 300 U.S. cities.[36] To comply with FCC ownership restrictions in effect at the time that barred common ownership of two television stations in the same market[image: External link], UPT sold its Chicago television station, WBKB-TV, to CBS (which subsequently changed the station's call letters to WBBM-TV[image: External link]) for $6 million,[42] while it kept ABC's existing Chicago station, WENR-TV. The merged company acquired the WBKB call letters for channel 7, which would eventually become WLS-TV[image: External link].[43] Goldenson began to sell some of the older theaters to help finance the new television network.[36]

On May 1, 1953, ABC's New York City flagship stations – WJZ, WJZ-FM and WJZ-TV – changed their respective callsigns to WABC[image: External link], WABC-FM[image: External link] and WABC-TV[image: External link],[44] and moved their operations to facilities at 7 West 66th Street[image: External link], one block away from Central Park[image: External link].[36] The WABC call letters were previously used by the flagship station of CBS Radio (now WCBS (AM)[image: External link]) until 1946. The WJZ calls would later be reassigned to the then-ABC affiliate[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link] in 1959, in an historical nod to the fact that WJZ was originally established by the Baltimore station's owner at the time, Westinghouse[image: External link].

However, a problem emerged regarding the directions taken by ABC and UPT. In 1950, Noble appointed Robert Kintner[image: External link] to be ABC's president while he himself served as its CEO, a position he would hold until his death in 1958.[17] Despite the promise of non-interference between ABC and UPT, Goldenson had to intervene in ABC's decisions because of financial problems and the FCC's long period of indecision. Goldenson added to the confusion when, in October 1954,[45] he proposed a merger between UPT and the DuMont Television Network, which was also mired in financial trouble.[17] As part of this merger, the network would have been renamed "ABC-DuMont" for five years, and DuMont would have received $5 million in cash, room on the schedule for existing DuMont programming, and guaranteed advertising time for DuMont Laboratories receivers.[17] In addition, to comply with FCC ownership restrictions, it would have been required to sell either WABC-TV or DuMont owned-and-operated station WABD in the New York City market, as well as two other stations.[17] The merged ABC-DuMont would have had the resources to compete with CBS and NBC.[45]

Goldenson sought to develop the ABC television network by trying to convince local stations to agree to affiliate with the network.[17] In doing this, he contacted local entrepreneurs who owned television stations themselves, many of whom had previously invested in Paramount cinemas and had worked with him when he undertook the responsibility of restructuring United Paramount Theatres.[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Hollywood begins to produce television series




At the same time he made attempts to help grow ABC, Goldenson had been trying since mid-1953 to provide content for the network by contacting his old acquaintances in Hollywood, with whom he had worked when UPT was a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures.[17] ABC's merger with UPT led to the creation of relationships with Hollywood's film production studios, breaking a quarantine that had existed at that time between film and television,[46] the latter of which had previously been more connected to radio. ABC's flagship productions at the time were The Lone Ranger[image: External link], based on the radio program of the same title, and The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet[image: External link], the latter of which (at 14 seasons, running from 1952 to 1966) held the record for the longest-running prime time comedy in U.S. television history, until it was surpassed by The Simpsons[image: External link] in 2003.

Goldenson's efforts paid off, and on October 27, 1954, the network launched a campaign ushering in the "New ABC", with productions from several studios, including Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link], Warner Bros.[image: External link] and 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[47]

Warner tried with mixed success to adapt some of its most successful films as ABC television series, and showcase these adaptations as part of the wheel series[image: External link] Warner Bros. Presents[image: External link]. Airing during the 1955–56 season[image: External link], it showcased television adaptations of the 1942 films Kings Row[image: External link] and Casablanca[image: External link]; Cheyenne[image: External link] (adapted from the 1947 film Wyoming Kid[image: External link]); Sugarfoot[image: External link] (a remake of the 1954 film The Boy from Oklahoma[image: External link]); and Maverick[image: External link].[46] However, the most iconic of ABC's relationships with Hollywood producers was its agreement with Walt Disney[image: External link]; after the start of the network's bond with the Disney studio, James Lewis Baughman, who worked as a columnist at that time, observed that "at ABC's headquarters in New York, the secretaries [were now] wearing hats with Mickey Mouse[image: External link] ears".[46]
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 First bonds with Disney[image: External link]




Walt Disney and his brother Roy[image: External link] contacted Goldenson at the end of 1953[48] for ABC to agree to finance part of the Disneyland[image: External link] project in exchange for producing a television program for the network.[49][50][51] Walt wanted ABC to invest $500,000 and accrued a guarantee of $4.5 million in additional loans, a third of the budget intended for the park.[49][52] Around 1954, ABC agreed to finance Disneyland in exchange for the right to broadcast a new Sunday night program, Disneyland, which debuted on the network on October 27, 1954[49][50][51] as the first of many anthology television programs[image: External link] that Disney would broadcast over the course of the next 50 years.

When Disneyland[image: External link] opened on July 17, 1955, ABC aired a special live broadcast commemorating the park's first day of operation, Dateline: Disneyland[image: External link].[53] Shortly thereafter, on October 3, 1955, a second regularly scheduled program produced by Disney made its debut, The Mickey Mouse Club[image: External link], a children's program that aired Monday through Friday afternoons, which starred a group of 24 children known as the "Mouseketeers".[50][54] The two Disney programs made 1955 the year that the network was first profitable and as a station owner.[55]
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 Affiliate issues




By 1954, all U.S. networks had regained control of their programming, with higher advertising revenues: ABC's revenue increased by 67% (earning $26 million), NBC's went up by 30% ($100 million) and CBS's rose by 44% ($117 million).[56] However that year, ABC had only 14 primary affiliates compared to the 74 that carried the majority of CBS programs and the 71 that were primarily affiliated with NBC. Most markets outside the largest ones were not large enough to support three full-time network affiliates. In some markets that were large enough for a third full-time affiliate, the only available commercial allocation was on the less-desirable UHF[image: External link] band. Until the All-Channel Receiver Act[image: External link] (passed by Congress in 1961) mandated the inclusion of UHF tuning, most viewers needed to purchase a converter to be able to watch UHF stations, and the signal quality was marginal at best even with a converter. Additionally, during the analog television era, UHF stations were not adequately receivable in rugged terrain. These factors made many prospective station owners skittish about investing in a UHF station, especially one that would have had to take on an affiliation with a weaker network.

As a result, with the exception of the largest markets, ABC was relegated to secondary status on one or both of the existing stations, usually via off-hours clearances (a notable exception during this time was WKST-TV in Youngstown, Ohio[image: External link], now WYTV[image: External link], despite the small size of the surrounding market and its close proximity to Cleveland[image: External link] and Pittsburgh[image: External link] even decades before the city's economic collapse[image: External link]). According to Goldenson, this meant that an hour of ABC programming reported five times lower viewership than its competitors.[57] However, the network's intake of money at the time would allow it to accelerate its content production. Still, ABC's limited reach would continue to hobble it for the next two decades; several smaller markets would not grow large enough to support a full-time ABC affiliate until the 1960s, with some very small markets having to wait as late as the 1980s or even the advent of digital television[image: External link] in the 2000s, which allowed stations like WTRF-TV[image: External link] in Wheeling, West Virginia[image: External link] to begin airing ABC programming on a digital subchannel[image: External link] after airing the network's programs outside of recommended timeslots decades before.

The DuMont Television Network ceased broadcasting on September 15, 1955,[45] and went bankrupt the next year. ABC then found itself as the third U.S. television network, dubbed the "little third network",[58] but still continued to look for successful programming. That same year, Kintner was forced to resign due to disagreements between Noble and Goldenson,[17] a consequence of Goldenson's many interventions in ABC's management.[59]
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 Counterprogramming: successful, but criticized




It was not until the late 1950s that the ABC network became a serious contender to NBC and CBS, and this was in large part due to the diverse range of programming that met the expectations of the public, such as westerns and detective series. Despite an almost 500% increase in advertising revenues between 1953 and 1958, the network only had a national reach of between 10% and 18% of the total U.S. population, as it still had relatively fewer affiliates than NBC and CBS.[60] In 1957, ABC Entertainment president Ollie Treiz discovered that the locally produced variety show Bandstand had pulled very strong ratings in the Philadelphia market on WFIL-TV; Treiz ultimately negotiated a deal to take the show national, under the revised title American Bandstand[image: External link];[61] the show quickly became a social phenomenon by presenting new musical talent and dances to America's youth[61] and helped make a star out of its host, Dick Clark[image: External link].

On September 3, 1958, the Disneyland anthology series was retitled Walt Disney Presents[51] as it became disassociated with the theme park of the same name. The movement in westerns, which ABC is credited for having started, represented a fifth of all primetime series on American television in January 1959, at which point detective shows were beginning to rise in popularity as well.[62] ABC requested additional productions from Disney.[63] In late 1958, Desilu Productions[image: External link] pitched its detective series The Untouchables[image: External link] to CBS; after that network rejected the show because of its use of violence, Desilu then presented it to ABC, which agreed to pick up the show,[64] and debuted The Untouchables in April 1959. The series went on to quickly become "immensely popular".[64]

These kinds of programs presented ABC with an image of the "philosophy of counterprogramming against its competitors", offering a strong lineup of programs that contrasted with those seen on its rival networks,[63] which helped Goldenson give the network a continuum between film and television.[65] ABC's western series (as well as series such as the actioner Zorro[image: External link]) went up against and defeated the variety shows aired by NBC and CBS in the fall of 1957, and its detective shows did the same in the fall of 1959. To captivate the network's audiences, short 66-minute series were scheduled a half-hour before their hour-long competition.[65] In May 1961, Life[image: External link] criticized the public enthusiasm and sponsorship for these types of shows at the expense of news programming and denounced an unofficial law "replacing the good programs with the bad ones".[66]
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 Transition to color (1960s)




During the 1960s, ABC continued on the same path that it began to take in the mid-1950s, by consolidating the network as part of its effort to gain loyalty from the public. The network's finances improved and allowed it to invest in other properties and programming. In May 1960, ABC purchased Chicago radio station WLS[image: External link], which had shared airtime with WENR since the 1920s.[67] This acquisition allowed ABC to consolidate its presence in the market. On May 9, 1960, WLS launched a new lineup consisting of ABC Radio programming.[68] In 1960, Canadian entrepreneur John Bassett[image: External link], who was trying to establish a television station in Toronto[image: External link], sought the help of ABC to launch the station.[69] Leonard Goldenson agreed to acquire a 25% interest in CFTO-TV[image: External link]; however, legislation by the Canadian Radio-Television Commission[image: External link] prohibited ABC's involvement, resulting in the company withdrawing from the project before the station's launch.[69]
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 Children's programming and the debut of ABC Sports (1960–1965)




The 1960s would be marked by the rise of family-oriented series in an attempt by ABC to counterprogram its established competitors, but the decade was also marked by the network's gradual transition to color.[70] On September 30, 1960, ABC premiered The Flintstones[image: External link], another example of counterprogramming; although the animated series from William Hanna[image: External link] and Joseph Barbera[image: External link] was filmed in color from the beginning, it was initially broadcast in black-and-white[image: External link], as ABC had not made the necessary technical upgrades to broadcast its programming in color at the time.[71] The Flintstones allowed ABC to present a novelty, that of prime-time animated programming, but it also allowed the network to begin filling the hole opened by the conclusion of the Disney partnership by carrying family-oriented programming from other producers.[71]

In 1959, Walt Disney Productions, having improved its financial situation, had purchased ABC's shares in the Disneyland theme park for $7.5 million[49] and initiated discussions to renew ABC's television contract for Walt Disney Presents, which was due to expire in 1961.[70] Walt Disney was approached by NBC to produce color broadcasts of his anthology series[image: External link] (which would be renamed Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color).[70] Goldenson said ABC could not counter the offer, because the network did not have the technical and financial resources to carry the program in the format.[70] As a result, ABC and Disney's first television collaboration ended in 1961[49] (the network would resume its relationship with Disney in 1985, when the anthology series returned to the network for a three-season run as the Disney Sunday Movie until it lost the rights to NBC again in 1988; the Disney anthology series would return to ABC in 1996, following the company's purchase of the future Capital Cities/ABC, as The Wonderful World of Disney).

However, in 1961, ABC continued with its niche in animated series with Calvin and the Colonel[image: External link], Matty's Funday Funnies[image: External link], Top Cat[image: External link] and The Bugs Bunny Show[image: External link],[71] the latter of which showcased classic Looney Tunes[image: External link] and Merrie Melodies[image: External link] shorts.

Always in search of new programs that would help it compete with NBC and CBS, ABC's management believed that sports could be a major catalyst in improving the network's market share.[72] On April 29, 1961, ABC debuted Wide World of Sports[image: External link], an anthology series created by Edgar Scherick[image: External link] through his company Sports Programs, Inc. and produced by a young Roone Arledge[image: External link] which featured a different sporting event each broadcast.[73][74] ABC purchased Sports Programs, Inc. in exchange for shares in the company,[75] leading it to become the future core of ABC Sports[image: External link], with Arledge as the executive producer of that division's shows.[76] Wide World of Sports, in particular, was not merely devoted to a single sport, but rather to generally all sporting events.[72]

Due to pressure from film studios wanting to increase their production, as the major networks began airing theatrically released films,[77] ABC joined CBS and NBC in broadcasting films on Sunday nights in 1962, with the launch of the ABC Sunday Night Movie[image: External link], which debuted a year behind its competitors and was initially presented in black-and-white.[77] Despite a significant increase in viewership (with its audience share having increased to 33% from the 15% share it had in 1953), ABC remained in third place; the company had a total revenue of $15.5 million, a third of the revenue pulled in by CBS at the same period.[77] To catch up, ABC followed up The Flintstones with another animated series from Hanna-Barbera[image: External link], The Jetsons[image: External link], which debuted on September 23, 1962 as the first television series to be broadcast in color on the network.[78] On April 1, 1963, ABC debuted the soap opera[image: External link] General Hospital[image: External link],[79] which would go on to become the television network's long-running entertainment program. That year also saw the premiere of The Fugitive[image: External link] (on September 17),[80] a drama series centering on a man on the run after being accused of committing a murder he did not commit.

The 1964–65 season[image: External link] was marked by the debuts of several classic series including Bewitched[image: External link] (on September 17)[81] and The Addams Family[image: External link] (on September 18). Arledge's success with acquiring prime sports content was confirmed in 1964 when he was appointed vice-president of ABC Sports.[82]
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 New regulations and the radio network's recovery (1966–1969)




It was not until the 1965–66 season[image: External link] that color became the dominant format for the three broadcast television networks. ABC, meanwhile, remained in third place and still needed money to grow itself into a major competitor. However, ABC's issues with its transition to color became secondary compared to the network's financial problems; in 1964, the network found itself, as Goldenson later wrote in the 1991 book Beating the Odds: The Untold Story Behind the Rise of ABC, "in the middle of a war [where] the battlefield was Wall Street[image: External link]".[83] Many companies sought to take over ABC, including Norton Simon[image: External link],[77] General Electric[image: External link], Gulf and Western Industries[image: External link], International Telephone and Telegraph[image: External link][84] and Litton Industries[image: External link].[85]

In 1965, the corporate entity, American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link], was renamed as the American Broadcasting Companies,[86][87] while its cinema division became ABC Theatres[image: External link]; its recording division was renamed ABC Records[image: External link] in 1966.[88] In December of that year, the ABC television network premiered The Dating Game[image: External link], a pioneer series in its genre[image: External link], which was a reworking of the blind date[image: External link] concept in which a suitor selected one of three contestants sight unseen based on the answers to selected questions. This was followed up in July 1966 by The Newlywed Game[image: External link], featuring three recently married couples who guessed the responses to their partner's questions (some of which were fairly risque). As ABC began to outgrow its facilities at 7 West 66th Street, Goldenson found a new headquarters for ABC in a 44 story building located at 1330 Avenue of the Americas[image: External link] in Manhattan, at the corner of 54th Street[89][90] (now occupied by The Financial Times[image: External link]'s New York office). This operation allowed for the conversion of the premises at 66th Street into production facilities for television and radio programs.[90]

On December 7, 1965, Goldenson announced a merger proposal with ITT to ABC management; the two companies agreed to the deal on April 27, 1966.[85] The FCC approved the merger on December 21, 1966; however, the previous day (December 20), Donald F. Turner[image: External link], head antitrust[image: External link] regulator for the United States Department of Justice[image: External link], expressed doubts related to such issues as the emerging cable television[image: External link] market,[91] and concerns over the journalistic integrity of ABC and how it could be influenced by the overseas ownership of ITT.[92] ITT management promised that the company would allow ABC to retain autonomy in the publishing business.[91] The merger was suspended, and a complaint was filed by the Department of Justice in July 1967, with ITT going to trial in October 1967; the merger was officially canceled after the trial's conclusion on January 1, 1968.[93]

On January 12, 1966, ABC replaced The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet with Batman[image: External link], an action series based on the DC Comics[image: External link] series starring Adam West[image: External link] that was known for its kitschy style.[94] In 1967, WLS radio CEO Ralph Beaudin was appointed as the president of ABC Radio.[95] Under his leadership, ABC Radio was divided into four "networks" devoted to different types of programming: news, informative series, pop music[image: External link], and talk shows[image: External link].[95] Two other networks were later created to provide rock music[image: External link] and traffic reporting.

In 1968, ABC took advantage of new FCC ownership regulations that allowed broadcasting companies to own a maximum of seven radio stations nationwide in order to purchase Houston[image: External link] radio stations KXYZ[image: External link] and KXYZ-FM[image: External link] for $1 million in shares and $1.5 million in bonds.[96] That year, Roone Arledge was named president of ABC Sports; the company also founded ABC Pictures, a film production company which released its first picture that year, the Ralph Nelson[image: External link]-directed Charly[image: External link]. It was renamed ABC Motion Pictures[image: External link] in 1979; the unit was dissolved in 1985.[97] The studio also operated two subsidiaries, Palomar Pictures International and Selmur Pictures. In July 1968, ABC continued its acquisitions in the amusement parks sector with the opening of ABC Marine World in Redwood City, California[image: External link];[98] that park was sold in 1972 and demolished in 1986, with the land that occupied the park later becoming home to the headquarters of Oracle Corporation[image: External link].

In July 1968, ABC Radio launched a special programming project for its FM stations, which was spearheaded by Allen Shaw,[99] a former program manager at WCFL[image: External link] in Chicago[100] who was approached by ABC Radio president Harold L. Neal to develop a format to compete with the new progressive rock[image: External link] and DJ[image: External link]-helmed stations.[101] The new concept called "LOVE Radio", which featured a limited selection of music genres, was launched on ABC's seven owned-and-operated FM stations in late November 1968; the concept replaced nearly all of the programming provided by these stations; however, several affiliates (such as KXYZ) retained the majority of their content.[101] In August 1970, Shaw announced that ABC FM's music choice policy should be reviewed to allow listeners access to many styles of music.[102]

On the television side, in September 1969, ABC launched the Movie of the Week[image: External link], a weekly showcase aimed at capitalizing on the growing success of made-for-TV movies[image: External link] since the early 1960s. The Movie of the Week broadcast feature-length dramatic films directed by such talented filmmakers as Aaron Spelling[image: External link], David Wolper[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link] (the latter of whom gained early success through the showcase for his 1971 film Duel[image: External link]) that were produced on an average budget of $400,000–$450,000.[103] Hits for the television network during the late 1960s and early 1970s included The Courtship of Eddie's Father[image: External link], The Brady Bunch[image: External link] and The Partridge Family[image: External link].
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 Success in television (1971–1980)




In the early 1970s, ABC completed its transition to color; the decade as a whole would mark a turning point for ABC, as it began to pass CBS and NBC in the ratings to become the first place network.[104] It also began to use behavioral and demographic data to better determine what types of sponsors to sell advertising slots to and provide programming that would appeal towards certain audiences.[105] ABC's gains in audience share were greatly helped by the fact that several smaller markets had grown large enough to allow full-time affiliations from all three networks.

In 1970, ABC debuted Monday Night Football[image: External link] as part of its Monday prime time schedule;[106] the program became a hit for the network and served as the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)'s premier game of the week until 2006, when Sunday Night Football[image: External link], which moved to NBC that year as part of a broadcast deal that in turn saw MNF move to ESPN[image: External link], took over as the league's marquee game. According to Goldenson, Monday Night Football helped earn ABC regularly score an audience share of 15%–16%; ABC Sports managed the budget for the Monday night time slot to reallocate the weekly budget for ABC's prime time schedule to just six days, as opposed to seven on competing networks.[107] 1970 also saw the premieres of several soap operas including the long-running All My Children[image: External link], which ran on the network for 41 years.

In 1970, the FCC voted to pass the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules[image: External link], a set of regulations aimed at preventing the major networks from monopolizing the broadcast landscape by barring them from owning any of the prime time programming that they broadcast.[108] In 1972, the new rules resulted in the company's decision to split ABC Films into two separate companies: the existing Worldvision Enterprises, which would produce and distribute programming for U.S. syndication, and ABC Circle Films[image: External link] as a production unit.[109][110] Worldvision was sold to a consortium of ABC executives for nearly $10 million.[110]

In April 1970, Congress[image: External link] passed the Public Health Cigarette Smoking Act[image: External link] which banned cigarette[image: External link] advertising from all television and radio networks, including ABC, when it took effect on January 2, 1971.[111] Citing limited profitability of its cinemas, ABC Great States, the Central West division of ABC Theatres, was sold to Henry Plitt in 1974.[109] On January 17, 1972, Elton Rule[image: External link] was named President and Chief Operating Officer[image: External link] of ABC a few months after Goldenson reduced his role in the company after suffering a heart attack[image: External link].[33]

In the early 1970s, Michael Eisner[image: External link], who joined ABC in 1966, became the network's program development manager.[112] He helped bring about ideas for many series including Happy Days[image: External link] (which originated as a segment on the anthology series Love, American Style[image: External link]),[112][113] as well as several soap operas; however, Eisner's main credit at ABC was for developing youth-oriented programming.[114] He was responsible for reacquiring the rights to the Looney Tunes-Merrie Melodies library, bringing the shorts back to ABC after spending several years on CBS, as well as developing The Jackson 5ive[image: External link] animated series and a series about the Osmonds[image: External link], and greenlighting Super Friends[image: External link], based on DC Comics' Justice League of America[image: External link] series[112] He also laid ground-work for the development of educational children's programming (predating the 1990 Congressional passage of the Children's Television Act[image: External link]) through interstitials such as Time for Timer[image: External link], The Bod Squad[image: External link] and, perhaps most famously, Schoolhouse Rock![image: External link]. Eisner left ABC in 1976 to become president of Paramount Pictures;[115] he would later become the President of ABC's eventual parent company, Disney.

In the spring of 1975, Fred Pierce, the newly appointed president of ABC Television, convinced Fred Silverman[image: External link] to become the first president and director of programming of the independent television production subsidiary ABC Entertainment, created from the network's namesake programming division.[116][117] In 1974, ABC premiered the detective series S.W.A.T.[image: External link] That same year, the network made the decision to compete with NBC's morning news-talk program[image: External link] Today[image: External link]. Its first attempt at such competition was AM America[image: External link]; however, that show's success was not straightforward.[118] One of its affiliates, WCVB-TV[image: External link] premiered morning show Good Day!. First premiering in 1973 as Good Morning!, it was groundbreaking for being entirely produced on the road and broadcasting from locations outside of the Boston area. Also, in the summer of 1975, ABC discovered that its Cleveland[image: External link] affiliate WEWS-TV[image: External link] was producing its own morning program The Morning Exchange[image: External link], which debuted in 1972 and was now locally pre-empting AM America; it was the first morning show to utilize a set modeled after a living room[image: External link], and established a concept now commonplace among network morning shows in which news and weather updates were featured at the top and bottom of each hour. Discovering that their formats seemed to appeal to their viewers,[118] the network became the first to adopt them for a new national morning show, Good Morning America[image: External link], which debuted on November 3, 1975.[118]

The 1970s were highlighted by several successful comedy, fantasy, action and superhero-themed series for the network including Kung Fu[image: External link], The Six Million Dollar Man[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Starsky & Hutch[image: External link], Charlie's Angels[image: External link], The Bionic Woman[image: External link], Fantasy Island[image: External link] and Battlestar Galactica[image: External link]. Many of these series were greenlit by Silverman, who left ABC in 1978 to become president of NBC's entertainment division. The rousing success of Happy Days also led to a successful spin-off series, Laverne & Shirley[image: External link], which debuted during the 1975–76 season. Charlie's Angels and Three's Company[image: External link] (which debuted during the 1976–77 season) were two prime examples of a trend among the major networks during the 1970s known as "jiggle TV[image: External link]", featuring attractive, often buxom, women in main and guest roles.

In 1977, Henry Plitt, who at the time was associated with Thomas Klutznick, a real estate entrepreneur in Chicago, purchased the southern division of ABC Theatres, ABC Southern.[109] The sale stripped ABC of control over its theaters as a result of changes in the theater operation sector, mainly the fact that the population was migrating to the suburbs and moving away from older cinemas in larger cities[109] (Plitt Theatres[image: External link] was later purchased by Cineplex Odeon Corporation[image: External link] in 1987[109]).

For its part, the television network produced a few new hits during 1977: January saw the premiere of Roots[image: External link], a miniseries based on an Alex Haley[image: External link] novel[image: External link] that was published the previous year. Roots went on to become one of the highest-rated programs in American television history, with unprecedented ratings[image: External link] for its finale.[119][120] In September, The Love Boat[image: External link], a comedy-drama anthology series produced by Aaron Spelling which was based around the crew of a cruise ship and featured three stories centered partly on the ship's various passengers; although critically lambasted, the series turned out to be a ratings success and lasted nine seasons. The success of Roots, Happy Days and The Love Boat allowed the network to take first place in the ratings for the first time in the 1976–77 season[image: External link].[69] On September 13, 1977, the network debuted Soap[image: External link], a controversial soap opera parody which became known for being the first television series to feature an openly gay main character (played by a then-unknown Billy Crystal[image: External link]); it last ran on the network on April 20, 1981.

Meanwhile, ABC News[image: External link], which formed as a newly separate division, sought to become a global leader in television news.[121] In 1977, Roone Arledge was named president of the new ABC News in addition to being president of ABC Sports.[122] That same year, ABC launched a major expansion of its office facilities in New York City. The company first constructed a new 10-story building on land previously occupied by an abandoned warehouse on the corner of Columbus Avenue[image: External link] and West 66th Street; the facility that was built in its place is nicknamed "7 Lincoln Square" (although it is actually located at 149 Columbus Avenue). Meanwhile, a former parking lot, located at 30 West 67th Street, was transformed into an impressive 15-story building. Both buildings were completed in June 1979. WABC-TV moved its operations from offices at 77 West 66th Street to 149 Columbus Avenue, freeing up space for the ABC network to house some of its operations.

In June 1978, Arledge created the newsmagazine[image: External link] 20/20[image: External link];[123] after its first episode received harshly negative reviews, the program – which debuted as a summer series, before becoming a year-round program in 1979 – was immediately revamped to feature a mix of in-depth stories and interviews, with Hugh Downs[image: External link] appointed as its anchor (later paired alongside his former Today colleague Barbara Walters[image: External link]). In February 1979, ABC sold its recording division to MCA Inc.[image: External link] for $20 million; the label was discontinued by March 5 of that year, and all of its 300 employees were laid off[124] (the rights to the works of ABC Records and all of MCA's other labels have since been acquired by Universal Music Group).
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 Merger with Capital Cities, purchase of ESPN and reprogramming Friday nights (1981–1990)




ABC dominated the American television landscape during the 1970s and early 1980s (by 1980, the three major networks represented 90% of all prime-time television viewership in the U.S.[125]). Several flagship series debuted on the network during this time including Dynasty[image: External link], an opulent drama from Aaron Spelling that became a hit when it premiered as a midseason series in 1981, five months before Spelling's other ABC hit Charlie's Angels ended its run. The network was also propelled during the early 1980s by the continued successes of Happy Days, Three's Company, Laverne & Shirley and Fantasy Island, and gained new hits in Too Close for Comfort[image: External link], Soap spinoff Benson[image: External link] and Happy Days spinoff Mork & Mindy[image: External link]. In 1981, ABC (through its ABC Video Services division) launched the Alpha Repertory Television Service[image: External link] (ARTS), a cable channel operated as a joint venture with the Hearst Corporation[image: External link] offering cultural and arts programming, which aired as a nighttime service over the channel space of Nickelodeon[image: External link].[126]

On August 9, 1982, ABC purchased a 10% stake in the Entertainment and Sports Programming Network (ESPN) for $20 million; in exchange for the interest, ESPN gained the U.S. television rights to the British Open[image: External link], which ABC had not been able to broadcast in its entirety.[127] The purchase provided ABC the option of purchasing additional shares of up to 49% under certain conditions,[128] which included the option to purchase at least 10% of Getty Oil[image: External link]'s shares in the channel prior to January 2, 1984.[128]

In 1983, ABC sold KXYZ to the Infinity Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link].[129] On January 4, 1984, The New York Times reported that ABC, through its subsidiary ABC Video Enterprises, had exercised its option to purchase up to 15% (or between $25 million and $30 million) of Getty Oil's shares in ESPN, which would allow it to expand its shares at a later date.[128] In June 1984, ABC's executive committee approved the company's interest acquisition in ESPN, and ABC arranged with Getty Oil to obtain an 80% stake in the channel, while selling the remaining 20% to Nabisco[image: External link].[130] That year, ABC and Hearst reached an agreement with RCA to merge ARTS and competing arts service, The Entertainment Channel, into a single cable channel called Arts & Entertainment Television ( A&E[image: External link]); the new channel subsequently leased a separate satellite transponder, ending its sharing agreement with Nickelodeon to become a 24-hour service.[126] Meanwhile, ABC withdrew from the theme park business for good when it sold the Silver Springs Nature Theme Park.[98]

In December 1984, Thomas S. Murphy[image: External link], chief executive officer[image: External link] of Capital Cities Communications[image: External link], contacted Leonard Goldenson about a proposal to merge their respective companies.[131] On March 16, 1985, ABC's executive committee accepted the merger offer,[132] which was formally announced on March 18, 1985, with Capital Cities purchasing ABC and its related properties for $3.5 billion and $118 for each of ABC's shares as well as a guarantee of 10% (or $3) for a total of $121 per share.[131] To finance the purchase, Capital Cities borrowed $2.1 billion from a consortium of banks, which sold certain assets that Capital Cites could not acquire or retain due to FCC ownership rules for a combined $900 million and sold off several cable television systems, which were sold to The Washington Post Company[image: External link] (forming the present-day Cable One[image: External link]).[133] The remaining $500 million was loaned by Warren Buffett[image: External link], who promised that his company Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link] would purchase $3 million in shares, at $172.50 apiece.[133][134] Due to an FCC ban on same-market ownership of television and radio stations by a single company (although the deal would have otherwise complied with new ownership rules implemented by the FCC in January 1985, that allowed broadcasters to own a maximum of 12 television stations[131]), ABC and Capital Cities respectively decided to sell WXYZ-TV and Tampa[image: External link] independent station WFTS-TV[image: External link] to the E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link] (although Capital Cities/ABC originally intended to seek a cross-ownership waiver to retain WXYZ and Capital Cities-owned radio stations WJR[image: External link] and WHYT[image: External link]).

The merger between ABC[image: External link] and Capital Cities received federal approval on September 5, 1985. After the ABC/Capital Cities merger was finalized on January 3, 1986, the combined company – which became known as Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. – added four television stations (WPVI-TV/Philadelphia, KTRK-TV[image: External link]/Houston, KFSN-TV[image: External link]/ Fresno[image: External link] and WTVD[image: External link]/ Raleigh[image: External link]) and several radio stations to ABC's broadcasting portfolio, and also included Fairchild Publications[image: External link] and four newspapers (including The Kansas City Star[image: External link] and Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link]).[135] It also initiated several changes in its management:[136] Frederick S. Pierce was named president of ABC's broadcasting division; Michael P. Millardi became vice president of ABC Broadcasting, and president of ABC Owned Stations[image: External link] and ABC Video Enterprises; John B. Sias was appointed president of the ABC Television Network; Brandon Stoddard[image: External link] became president of ABC Entertainment (a position to which he had been appointed in November 1985); and Roone Arledge became president of ABC News and ABC Sports. In February 1986, Thomas S. Murphy, who had been serving as CEO of Capital Cities since 1964, was appointed chairman and CEO emeritus of ABC.[137] Jim Duffy stepped down as ABC Television president for a management position at ABC Communications, a subsidiary that specialized in community service programming, including shows related to literary education.[121]

As far as programming is concerned, four of ABC's marquee shows of the 1970s ended their runs during the mid-1980s: Laverne & Shirley ended its run in 1983, Happy Days and Three's Company ended in 1984 (with the latter producing a short-lived spinoff[image: External link] that year), while The Love Boat ended its run in 1986. After nearly a decade of ratings trouble, NBC had regained the ratings lead among the Big Three networks in 1984 on the success of series such as The Cosby Show[image: External link], Cheers[image: External link] and Miami Vice[image: External link]. To counteract NBC, ABC decided to refocus itself on comedies and family-oriented series beginning in the mid-1980s including Who's the Boss?[image: External link], Mr. Belvedere[image: External link], Growing Pains[image: External link], Perfect Strangers[image: External link], Head of the Class[image: External link], Full House[image: External link], The Wonder Years[image: External link], Just the Ten of Us[image: External link] and Roseanne[image: External link].

Following the initial success of these series, ABC revamped its Friday night schedule around family-friendly comedies in the late 1980s, culminating in the 1989 debut of the " TGIF[image: External link]" block (which promotions referenced stood for "Thank Goodness It's Funny").[138] Many of the series featured during the run of the block were produced by Miller-Boyett Productions[image: External link], a Warner Bros.-based studio that briefly programmed the entire Friday lineup during the 1990–91 season[image: External link] (with Going Places[image: External link] joining Family Matters[image: External link], Full House and Perfect Strangers on the "TGIF" schedule) and through its development deal with Paramount Television[image: External link] prior to 1986 (as Miller-Milkis, and later, Miller-Milkis-Boyett Productions), had earlier produced Happy Days and its various spinoffs among other series for the network.

In 1988, ABC constructed a new building to serve as the network's headquarters, located near the studios of WABC-TV on West 66th Street. The television network's restructuring program, launched in 1974, helped with the purchases and exchanges of nearly 70 stations during the late 1980s, and aided in increasing its ratings by more than 2 million viewers.[121]
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 Continued success and acquisition by Disney (1991–2000)




In 1990, Thomas S. Murphy delegated his position as president to Daniel B. Burke[image: External link] while remaining ABC's chairman and CEO.[137] Capital Cities/ABC reported revenues of $465 million.[139] Now at a strong second place, the network entered the 1990s with additional family-friendly hits including America's Funniest Home Videos[image: External link] (which has gone on to become the longest-running prime time entertainment program in the network's history), Step by Step[image: External link], Hangin' with Mr. Cooper[image: External link], Boy Meets World[image: External link] and Perfect Strangers spinoff Family Matters, as well as series such as Doogie Howser, M.D.[image: External link], Life Goes On[image: External link], cult favorite Twin Peaks[image: External link] and The Commish[image: External link]. In September 1991, the network premiered Home Improvement[image: External link], a sitcom starring stand-up comic[image: External link] Tim Allen[image: External link] centering on the family and work life of an accident-prone host of a cable-access home improvement show. Lasting eight seasons, its success led ABC to greenlight additional sitcom projects helmed by comedians during the 1990s including The Drew Carey Show[image: External link]; Brett Butler[image: External link] vehicle Grace Under Fire[image: External link]; and Ellen[image: External link], which became notable for a 1997 episode[image: External link] which served as the coming out of series star Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link] (as well as her character in the series) as a lesbian[image: External link].

In 1993, the FCC repealed the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules, once again allowing networks to hold interests in television production studios.[140] That same year, Capital Cities/ABC purchased the French animation studio DIC Entertainment[image: External link];[141] it also signed an agreement with Time Warner Cable[image: External link] to carry its owned-and-operated television stations on the provider's systems in ABC O&O markets.[142] By that year, ABC had a total viewership share of 23.63% of American households, just below the limit of 25% imposed by the FCC.[140]

Daniel Burke departed from Capital Cities/ABC in February 1994, with Thomas Murphy taking over as president[137] before ceding control to Robert Iger[image: External link]. September 1993 saw the debut of NYPD Blue[image: External link], a gritty police procedural[image: External link] from Steven Bochco[image: External link] (who created Doogie Howser, M.D. and the critically pilloried Cop Rock[image: External link] for ABC earlier in the decade); lasting twelve seasons, the drama became known for its boundary pushing of network television standards (particularly its occasional use of graphic language and rear nudity), which led some affiliates to initially refuse to air the show in its first season.

In order to compete with CNN[image: External link], ABC proposed a 24-hour news channel[image: External link] called ABC Cable News, with plans to launch the network in 1995; however, the plan would ultimately be shelved by company management. ABC would reattempt such a concept in July 2004 with the launch of ABC News Now[image: External link], a 24-hour news channel distributed for viewing on the Internet[image: External link] and mobile phones[image: External link]. On August 29, 1994, ABC purchased Flint, Michigan[image: External link] affiliate WJRT-TV[image: External link] and WTVG[image: External link] in Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] (which was previously affiliated with ABC from 1958 to 1970) from SJL Broadcast Management[image: External link], with the latter switching to ABC once its contract with NBC expired two months after the purchase was finalized in early 1995.[143] Both stations were acquired as a contingency plan in the event that CBS reached an affiliation deal with WXYZ-TV (to replace WJBK[image: External link], which switched to Fox[image: External link] as a result of that network's group affiliation agreement[image: External link] with New World Communications[image: External link]) in order to allow the network to retain some over-the-air presence in the Detroit market (the E.W. Scripps Company and ABC would reach a group affiliation deal that renewed affiliation agreements with WXYZ and WEWS, and switch four other stations, including two whose Fox affiliations were displaced by the New World deal, with the network).[144]

On July 31, 1995, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced an agreement to merge with Capital Cities/ABC for $19 billion.[49][145] Disney shareholders approved the merger at a special conference in New York City on January 4, 1996,[145][146] with the acquisition of Capital Cities/ABC being completed on February 9; following the sale, Disney renamed its new subsidiary ABC Inc.[145] In addition to the ABC network, the Disney acquisition integrated ABC's ten owned-and-operated television and 21 radio stations; its 80% interest in ESPN, ownership interests in The History Channel[image: External link], A&E Television Networks[image: External link], and Lifetime Entertainment[image: External link]; and Capital Cities/ABC's magazine and newspaper properties into the company.[49] As FCC ownership rules forbade the company from keeping both it and KABC-TV, Disney sold Los Angeles independent station KCAL-TV[image: External link] to Young Broadcasting[image: External link] for $387 million.[147] On April 4, Disney sold the four newspapers that ABC had controlled under Capital Cities to Knight Ridder[image: External link] for $1.65 billion.[148] Following the merger, Thomas S. Murphy left ABC with Robert Iger taking his place as president and CEO.[149] Around the time of the merger, Disney's television production units had already produced series for the network such as Home Improvement and Boy Meets World, while the deal also allowed ABC access to Disney's children's programming library for its Saturday morning block. In 1998, ABC premiered the Aaron Sorkin[image: External link]-created sitcom Sports Night[image: External link], centering on the travails of the staff of a SportsCenter[image: External link]-style sports news program; despite earning critical praise and multiple Emmy Awards[image: External link], the series was cancelled in 2000 after two seasons.

On May 10, 1999, Disney reorganized its publishing division, the Buena Vista Publishing Group, renaming it as Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link]; the rechristened division became a subsidiary of Disney Consumer Products[image: External link] while Hyperion Books[image: External link] became affiliated with ABC.[150] On July 8, 1999, Disney consolidated Walt Disney Television Studio[image: External link], Buena Vista Television Productions[image: External link] and ABC's primetime division into the ABC Entertainment Television Group[image: External link].

In August 1999, ABC premiered a special series event, Who Wants to Be a Millionaire[image: External link], a game show[image: External link] based on the British program of the same title. Hosted throughout its ABC tenure by Regis Philbin[image: External link], the program became a major ratings success throughout its initial summer run, which led ABC to renew Millionaire as a regular series, returning on January 18, 2000. At its peak, the program aired as much as six nights a week.[151] Buoyed by Millionaire, during the 1999–2000 season[image: External link], ABC became the first network to move from third to first place in the ratings during a single television season. Millionaire ended its run on the network's primetime lineup after three years in 2002, with Buena Vista Television relaunching the show as a syndicated program (under that incarnation's original host Meredith Vieira[image: External link]) in September of that year.
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 New century, new programs; divisional restructuring (2001–2010)




In addition to Who Wants to Be a Millionaire, the network entered the 2000s with hits held over from the previous decade such as The Practice[image: External link], NYPD Blue and The Wonderful World of Disney[image: External link] and new series such as My Wife and Kids[image: External link] and According to Jim[image: External link], all of which managed to help ABC stay ahead of the competition in the ratings in spite of the later departure of Millionaire. 2000 saw the end of "TGIF", which was struggling to find new hits (with Boy Meets World and Sabrina, the Teenage Witch[image: External link], the latter of which moved to The WB[image: External link] in October 2006, beginning to wane as well by this point) following the loss of Family Matters and Step by Step to CBS as part of its own failed attempt at a family-oriented Friday comedy block[image: External link] in the 1997–98 season[image: External link]. Outside of 20/20, Friday nights remained a weak spot for ABC for the next 11 years.

On April 30, 2000, as a result of a carriage dispute[image: External link] with ABC, Time Warner Cable removed ABC owned-and-operated stations from the cable provider's systems in four markets (WABC-TV in New York City, KABC-TV in Los Angeles, KTRK in Houston and WTVD in Raleigh-Durham). The network had earlier reached an eleventh-hour deal to renew its carriage agreement with the provider on December 31, 1999.[142] ABC filed an emergency petition to the Federal Communications Commission on May 1 to force TWC to restore the affected stations; the FCC ruled in favor of ABC, ordering Time Warner Cable to restore the stations, doing so on the afternoon of May 2.[142] ABC ended the 2000–01[image: External link] season as the most-watched network, ahead of NBC.

Networks affiliates approved a two-year affiliate agreement in 2002. In September 2006, Disney Chairman/CEO Michael Eisner[image: External link] outlined a proposed realignment of the ABC broadcast network day parts with the similar unit in its cable channels: ABC Sunday mornings with Disney Channels[image: External link] ( Toon[image: External link] & Playhouse[image: External link]), ABC daytime with Soapnet[image: External link] and ABC prime time with ABC Family.[152] 2002 saw the debut of the network's first hit reality series, The Bachelor[image: External link] (the elimination-style dating show's success led to a spinoff, The Bachelorette[image: External link], which premiered the following year, as well as two additional[image: External link] spinoffs[image: External link] that later debuted in the early 2010s).

In 2004, ABC's average viewership declined by ten ratings points, landing the network in fourth place, behind NBC, CBS and Fox (by the following year, the combined season-ending average audience share of ABC, NBC and CBS represented only 32% of U.S. households[125]). However, during the 2004–05 season[image: External link], the network experienced unexpected success with new series such as Desperate Housewives[image: External link], Lost[image: External link] and Grey's Anatomy[image: External link] as well as reality series Dancing with the Stars[image: External link], which helped ABC rise to second place, jumping ahead of CBS, but behind a surging Fox. On April 21, 2004, Disney announced a restructuring of its Disney Media Networks division with Marvin Jacobs being named president of ABC parent Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], and ESPN president George Bodenheimer[image: External link] becoming co-CEO of the division with Jacobs, as well as president of ABC Sports.[153] On December 7, 2005, ABC Sports and ESPN signed an eight-year broadcast rights agreement with NASCAR[image: External link], allowing ABC and ESPN to broadcast 17 NASCAR Cup Series[image: External link] races each season (comprising just over half of the 36 races held annually) effective with the 2006 season.[154]
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 Separation of the radio network




Between May and September 2005, rumors circulated that Disney–ABC was considering a sale of ABC Radio, with Clear Channel Communications[image: External link] and Westwood One[image: External link] (which had earlier purchased NBC's radio division, as well as the distribution rights to CBS's, and the Mutual Broadcasting System during the 1990s) as potential buyers. On October 19, 2005, ABC announced the restructuring of the group into six divisions: Entertainment Communications, Communications Resources, Kids Communications, News Communications, Corporate Communications, and International Communications.

On February 6, 2007, The Walt Disney Company announced an agreement with Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link] to merge the ABC Radio Network with Citadel. The new entity, Citadel Communications[image: External link],[155] was majority owned (52%) by Disney, in conjunction with Forstmann Little[image: External link] (32%) and former shareholders of Citadel Broadcasting (16%). Citadel eventually merged with Cumulus Media[image: External link] in September 2011.
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 Entertainment reorganization and struggles with new shows (2007–2009)




In February 2007, Disney announced that it would rename its Touchstone Television production unit as the ABC Television Studio (simplified to ABC Studios by that summer), as part of a corporate move to eliminate secondary production brands such as Buena Vista[image: External link].[156] In May 2007, ABC unveiled a new image campaign, revolving around the slogan "Start Here", which highlighted the multi-platform availability of ABC's program content.[157]

The Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] that halted production of network programs for much of the 2007–08 season[image: External link] affected the network in 2007–08 and 2008–09[image: External link], as various ABC shows that premiered in 2007, such as Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link], Pushing Daisies[image: External link], Eli Stone[image: External link] and Samantha Who?[image: External link], did not live to see a third season; other series such as Boston Legal[image: External link] and the U.S. version of Life on Mars[image: External link] suffered from low viewership, despite the former, a spin off of The Practice, being a once-highlighted breakout series when it debuted in 2005.[158] One of the network's strike-replacement programs during that time was the game show Duel[image: External link], which premiered in December 2007. The program would become a minor success for the network during its initial six-episode run, which led ABC to renew Duel as a regular series starting in April 2008. However, Duel suffered from low viewership during its run as a regular series, and ABC canceled the program after sixteen episodes. On August 15, 2008, Disney denied rumors started by Caris & Co. that it would be selling the ten ABC owned-and-operated stations.[159]

In early 2009, Disney–ABC Television Group merged ABC Entertainment and ABC Studios into a new division, ABC Entertainment Group, which would be responsible for both its production and broadcasting operations.[160][161][162][163][164] During this reorganization, the group announced that it would lay off 5% of its workforce.[165] On April 2, 2009, Citadel Communications announced that it would rebrand ABC Radio as Citadel Media;[166] however, ABC News continued to provide news content for Citadel. On December 22, Disney–ABC Television Group announced a partnership with Apple Inc.[image: External link] to make individual episodes of ABC and Disney Channel[image: External link] programs available for purchase on iTunes[image: External link].[167]
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 Current state




In March 2010, reports suggested that The Walt Disney Company was considering spinning off ABC into an independent company because "it [did not] add a lot of value to Disney's other divisions".[168] The company entered advanced negotiations with two private equity firms[image: External link] to sell ABC; however, the planned sale was cancelled as a result of an FBI[image: External link] investigation into allegations of attempted insider trading by an ex-employee which they later denied.[169]

The network began running into some trouble in the ratings by 2010. That year, the sixth and final season of Lost became the drama's lowest-rated season since its debut in 2004. Ratings for the once-instant hit Ugly Betty[image: External link] collapsed dramatically after it was moved to Fridays[image: External link] at the start of its fourth season in the fall of 2009; an attempt to boost ratings by moving the dramedy to Wednesdays failed, with its ultimate cancellation by the network eliciting negative reaction from the public, and particularly the show's fanbase.[170] With the network's two former hit shows now out of the picture, the network's remaining top veteran shows Desperate Housewives and Grey's Anatomy, and another hit drama Brothers & Sisters[image: External link], all ended the 2009–10 season[image: External link] recorded their lowest ratings ever.

Among the few bright spots during this season were the midseason crime dramedy Castle[image: External link] as well as the success of two family sitcoms that anchored the network's revamped Wednesday comedy lineup, The Middle[image: External link] and Modern Family[image: External link], the latter of which was both a critical and commercial success. Shark Tank[image: External link] (based on the Dragon's Den[image: External link] reality format) also became a midseason sleeper hit on Sundays in the spring of 2010; the following season, it became the tentpole[image: External link] of the network's Friday night schedule, gradually helping make ABC a strong competitor (after being paired with 20/20 and beginning with the 2012–13 season[image: External link], the Tim Allen sitcom Last Man Standing[image: External link]) against CBS' long-dominant drama/reality lineup on that night for the first time since the "TGIF" lineup ended in 2000.

The network's troubles with sustaining existing series and gaining new hits spilled over into its 2010–11 schedule[image: External link]: ABC's dramas during that season continued to fail, with the midseason forensic investigation drama Body of Proof[image: External link] being the only one that was renewed for a second season.[171] The network also struggled to establish new comedies to support the previous year's debuts, with only late-season premiere Happy Endings[image: External link] earning a second season.[171] Meanwhile, the new lows hit by Brothers & Sisters led to its cancellation, and the previous year's only drama renewal, V[image: External link], also failed to earn another season after a low-rated midseason run.[172] Despite this and another noticeable ratings decline, ABC would manage to outrate NBC for third place by a larger margin than the previous year.[173]

With relatively little buzz surrounding its 2010–11 pilots, compounded by a sexual harassment[image: External link] lawsuit against him, Stephen McPherson resigned as ABC Entertainment Group president on July 27, 2010. Paul Lee[image: External link] (who previously served as the president of sister cable channel ABC Family) was announced as his replacement that same day.[174][175]

On April 14, 2011, ABC canceled the long-running soap operas All My Children[image: External link] and One Life to Live[image: External link] after 41 and 43 years on the air, respectively[176] (following backlash from fans, ABC sold the rights to both shows to Prospect Park[image: External link], which eventually revived the soaps on Hulu for one additional season in 2013 and with both companies suing one another for allegations of interference with the process of reviving the shows, failure to pay licensing fees and issues over ABC's use of certain characters from One Life to Live on General Hospital during the transition[177][178]). The talk/lifestyle show that replaced One Life to Live, The Revolution[image: External link], failed to generate satisfactory ratings and was in turn canceled after only seven months. The 2011–12 season[image: External link] saw ABC drop to fourth place in the 18–49 demographic despite renewing a handful of new shows (including freshmen dramas Scandal[image: External link], Revenge[image: External link] and Once Upon a Time[image: External link]) for second seasons.[179]

In 2012, ABC News and Univision Communications[image: External link] announced a partnership to launch an English-language cable news channel primarily aimed at younger English-speaking Hispanics; the new network, Fusion[image: External link], launched on October 28, 2013.[180][181][182] The 2012–13 season failed to live up to the previous year, with only one drama, Nashville[image: External link], and one comedy, The Neighbors[image: External link], earning a second season renewal.

The 2013–14 season[image: External link] was a slight improvement for ABC with three new hits in The Goldbergs[image: External link], Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] and Resurrection[image: External link], all of which were renewed; however, that season saw the cancellations of holdovers The Neighbors (which languished in its new Friday time slot despite being bookended by Last Man Standing and Shark Tank) and Suburgatory[image: External link]. NBC, which had lagged behind ABC for eight years, finished the season in first place in the 18–49 demographic for the first time since 2004, and in second place in total viewership behind long-dominant CBS. ABC itself would finish the season in third place as Fox crashed to fourth in both demographics.

The 2014–15 season[image: External link] saw moderate hits in Black-ish[image: External link] (the first series on the four major U.S. networks to feature a predominately African-American cast since 2006) and major successes in How to Get Away with Murder[image: External link] (which, alongside Grey's Anatomy and Scandal, became one of the centerpieces of a new Thursday drama lineup, "TGIT", composed of dramas executive produced by Shonda Rhimes[image: External link]). New hits came in with fellow new comedy Fresh Off the Boat[image: External link], a new drama Secrets and Lies[image: External link] and a low rated but critically acclaimed show American Crime[image: External link], all of which were renewed. However, that season saw cancellations of Resurrection and Revenge.

By November 2015, ABC was creating a digital slate called internal ABC3 for its WatchABC video streaming app.[183] The ABC3 slate of 7 comedy and lifestyle short series debuted under the ABCd banner along with 38 older series under a revamped and renamed ABC app on July 13, 2016.[184]

The 2015–16 season[image: External link] saw breakout hits such as Quantico.
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 Programming




Main articles: List of programs broadcast by American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] and ESPN on ABC[image: External link]


The ABC television network provides 89 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week. The network provides 22 hours of prime time programming to affiliated stations from 8:00–11:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday (all times Eastern and Pacific Time) and 7:00–11:00 p.m. on Sundays.

Daytime programming is also provided from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. weekdays (with a one-hour break at 12:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific for stations to air newscasts, other locally produced programming such as talk shows, or syndicated programs) featuring the talk/lifestyle shows The View[image: External link] and The Chew[image: External link] and the soap opera General Hospital[image: External link]. ABC News[image: External link] programming includes Good Morning America from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. weekdays (along with one-hour weekend editions); nightly editions of ABC World News Tonight[image: External link] (whose weekend editions are occasionally subject to abbreviation or preemption due to sports telecasts overrunning into the program's timeslot), the Sunday political talk show[image: External link] This Week, early morning news programs World News Now[image: External link] and America This Morning[image: External link] and the late night newsmagazine Nightline[image: External link]. Late nights feature the weeknight talk show Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link].

The network's three-hour Saturday morning children's programming timeslot is programmed by syndication distributor Litton Entertainment[image: External link], which produces Litton's Weekend Adventure[image: External link] under an arrangement in which the programming block[image: External link] is syndicated exclusively to ABC owned-and-operated and affiliated stations, rather than being leased out directly by the network to Litton.

Sports programming is also provided on some weekend afternoons at any time from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time (9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Pacific) and, during college football[image: External link] season, during prime time on Saturday nights as part of the Saturday Night Football[image: External link] package. Due to the erratic and (outside of college football[image: External link] season) highly inconsistent scheduling of sports programming on weekend afternoons since ESPN took over responsibilities for ABC's sports division in 2006, ABC carries the ESPN Sports Saturday[image: External link] block on Saturday late afternoons (featuring various ESPN-produced documentaries), and on Sundays either encores of primetime reality series, cancelled series being burned off[image: External link] that had no room on the primetime schedule, occasional theatrical films which were acquired by the network in the early to mid-2000s that no longer have a primetime slot to air in or more recently, figure skating[image: External link] and gymnastics[image: External link] specials supplied by Disson Skating, when no sports telecasts are scheduled, usually airing between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time. During the summer, ABC airs ESPN-produced highlight compilation programs for The Open Championship[image: External link] golf and The Wimbledon[image: External link] tennis tournaments to provide some presence for both events on American broadcast television. ABC also carries various X Games[image: External link] weekend events not broadcast by ESPN. ABC airs NBA games on Sundays, normally starting in January as "NBA Sunday Showcase" during the regular season, and shows Christmas Day games, regularly between 2–7 PM ET, and NBA playoff games during the weekends, and exclusive rights to the NBA Finals[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Daytime




Main article: ABC Daytime[image: External link]


ABC's daytime schedule currently features talk shows The View[image: External link] and The Chew[image: External link], and the soap opera General Hospital[image: External link], the latter of which is the longest-running entertainment program in the history of the ABC television network, having aired since 1963. ABC also broadcasts the morning news program Good Morning America[image: External link] and has done so since 1975, though that program is not considered to be part of the ABC Daytime block. In addition to the long-running All My Children[image: External link] (1970–2011) and One Life to Live[image: External link] (1968–2012), notable past soap operas seen on the daytime lineup include Ryan's Hope[image: External link], Dark Shadows[image: External link], Loving[image: External link], The City[image: External link] and Port Charles[image: External link]. ABC also aired the last nine years of the Procter & Gamble[image: External link]-produced soap The Edge of Night[image: External link], following its cancellation by CBS in 1975. ABC Daytime has also aired a number of game shows, including The Dating Game[image: External link], The Newlywed Game[image: External link], Let's Make a Deal[image: External link], Password[image: External link], Split Second[image: External link], The $10,000/$20,000 Pyramid[image: External link], Family Feud[image: External link], The Better Sex[image: External link], Trivia Trap[image: External link], All-Star Blitz[image: External link] and Hot Streak[image: External link].
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 Specials




ABC currently holds the broadcast rights to the Academy Awards[image: External link], Emmy Awards (which are rotated across all four major networks on a year-to-year basis), American Music Awards[image: External link], Disney Parks Christmas Day Parade[image: External link], Tournament of Roses Parade[image: External link], Country Music Association Awards[image: External link] and the CMA Music Festival[image: External link]. Since 2000, ABC has also owned the television rights to most of the Peanuts[image: External link] television specials, having acquired the broadcast rights from CBS, which originated the specials in 1965 with the debut of A Charlie Brown Christmas[image: External link] (other Peanuts specials broadcast annually by ABC, including A Charlie Brown Christmas, include It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown[image: External link] and A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving[image: External link]).

Since 1974, ABC has generally aired Dick Clark's New Year's Rockin' Eve[image: External link] on New Year's Eve[image: External link] (hosted first by its creator Dick Clark, and later by his successor Ryan Seacrest[image: External link]); the only exception was in 1999, when ABC put it on a one-year hiatus to provide coverage of the international millennium festivities[image: External link], though Clark's traditional countdown from Times Square was still featured within the coverage. ABC has also aired the Miss America[image: External link] pageant from 1954 to 1956, 1997 to 2005 (with the television rights being assumed by cable channel TLC[image: External link] in 2006, when the pageant moved from its longtime homebase in Atlantic City[image: External link] to Las Vegas[image: External link], before returning to Atlantic City in 2013) and since 2011. Under its current contract with the Miss America Organization[image: External link], ABC will continue to broadcast the pageant through 2016.[185]

In 2015, ABC began airing the ESPY Awards[image: External link] show, which normally aired on ESPN before 2015. In the ABC debut of the ESPY's, Caitlyn Jenner[image: External link] was awarded the Arthur Ash Award for courage, after she announced in a 20/20 interview, that she was becoming transgender.
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 Programming library




ABC owns nearly all its in-house television and theatrical productions made from the 1970s onward, with the exception of certain co-productions with producers (for example, The Commish[image: External link] is now owned by the estate of its producer, Stephen Cannell[image: External link]). Worldwide video rights are currently owned by various companies, for example, MGM Home Entertainment[image: External link] via 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] owns U.S. video rights to many of ABC's feature films.

When the FCC imposed its fin-syn[image: External link] rules in 1970, ABC proactively created two companies: Worldvision Enterprises as a syndication distributor, and ABC Circle Films as a production company. However, between the publication and implementation of these regulations, the separation of the network's catalog was made in 1973. The broadcast rights to pre-1973 productions were transferred to Worldvision, which became independent in the same year. The company has been sold several times since Paramount Television[image: External link] acquired it in 1999, and has most recently been absorbed into CBS Television Distribution[image: External link], a unit of CBS Corporation[image: External link]. Nonetheless, Worldvision sold portions of its catalog, including the Ruby-Spears[image: External link] and Hanna-Barbera libraries, to Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] in 1991. With Disney's 1996 purchase of ABC, ABC Circle Films was absorbed into Touchstone Television, a Disney subsidiary which in turn was renamed ABC Studios in 2007.[156]

Also part of the library are most films in the David O. Selznick[image: External link] library, the Cinerama Productions[image: External link]/Palomar theatrical library (with the exception of those films produced in Cinerama which are now under the control of Pacific Theatres[image: External link] and Flicker Alley), the Selmur Productions catalog that the network acquired some years back, and the in-house productions it continues to produce (such as America's Funniest Home Videos[image: External link], Grey's Anatomy[image: External link], General Hospital, and ABC News productions), although Disney–ABC Domestic Television[image: External link] (formerly known as Buena Vista Television) handles domestic television distribution, while Disney–ABC International Television[image: External link] (formerly known as Buena Vista International Television) handles international television distribution.
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 Stations




Main articles: List of ABC television affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], List of ABC television affiliates (table)[image: External link], and ABC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]


Since its inception, ABC has had many affiliated stations, which include WABC-TV and WPVI-TV, the first two stations to carry the network's programming. As of March 2015, ABC has eight owned-and-operated stations, and current and pending affiliation agreements with 235 additional television stations encompassing 49 states, the District of Columbia, four U.S. possessions, Bermuda[image: External link] and Saba[image: External link];[186][187] this makes ABC the largest U.S. broadcast television network by total number of affiliates. The network has an estimated national reach of 96.26% of all households in the United States (or 300,794,157 Americans with at least one television set).

Currently, New Jersey[image: External link], Rhode Island[image: External link] and Delaware[image: External link] are the only U.S. states where ABC does not have a locally licensed affiliate (New Jersey is served by New York City O&O WABC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WPVI-TV; Rhode Island is served by New Bedford, Massachusetts[image: External link]-licensed WLNE[image: External link]; and Delaware is served by WPVI and Salisbury, Maryland[image: External link] affiliate WMDT[image: External link]). ABC maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog or digital) in a few markets, such as Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link] ( WBMA-LD[image: External link]), Lima, Ohio[image: External link] ( WLQP-LP[image: External link]) and South Bend, Indiana[image: External link] ( WBND-LD[image: External link]). In some markets, including the former two mentioned, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station.

The network has the unusual distinction of having separately owned and operated affiliates which serve the same market in Tampa, Florida[image: External link] (WFTS-TV and WWSB[image: External link]), Lincoln, Nebraska[image: External link] ( KLKN-TV[image: External link] and KHGI-TV[image: External link]), and Grand Rapids, Michigan[image: External link] ( WZZM[image: External link] and WOTV[image: External link]), with an analogous situation arising in Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link] ( KMBC-TV[image: External link] and KQTV[image: External link]). KQTV is licensed to St. Joseph, Missouri[image: External link], which is designated by Nielsen[image: External link] as a separate market from Kansas City despite being located within 55 miles (89 km) of one another, while WWSB, KHGI and WOTV serve areas that do not receive an adequate signal from their market's primary ABC affiliate (in the case of WWSB, this dates back to when WTSP[image: External link] was Tampa's primary ABC affiliate prior to 1994, with the former being necessitated to serve the southern part of the Tampa market including the station's city of license[image: External link], Sarasota[image: External link], due to WTSP's transmitter being short-spaced to avoid interfering with the analog signal of Miami[image: External link] affiliate WPLG[image: External link] – which like WTSP, broadcast on VHF channel 10).

The Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link] is the largest operator of ABC stations by numerical total, owning or providing services to 28 ABC affiliates and two additional subchannel-only affiliates; Sinclair owns the largest ABC subchannel affiliate by market size, WABM-DT2[image: External link]/ WDBB-DT2[image: External link] in the Birmingham market, which serve as repeaters of WBMA-LD (which itself is also simulcast on a subchannel of former WBMA satellite WGWW[image: External link], owned by Sinclair partner company Howard Stirk Holdings[image: External link]). The E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link] is the largest operator of ABC stations in terms of overall market reach, owning 15 ABC-affiliated stations (including affiliates in larger markets such as Cleveland[image: External link], Phoenix[image: External link], Detroit[image: External link] and Denver[image: External link]), and through its ownership of Phoenix[image: External link] affiliate KNXV, Las Vegas[image: External link] affiliate KTNV-TV[image: External link] and Tucson[image: External link] affiliate KGUN-TV[image: External link], the only provider of ABC programming for the majority of Arizona[image: External link] (outside of the Yuma[image: External link]-El Centro[image: External link] market) and Southern Nevada[image: External link].
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 Facilities and studios




All of ABC's owned-and-operated stations and affiliates have had their own facilities and studios, but transverse entities have been created to produce national programming. As a result, television series were produced by ABC Circle Films beginning in 1962 and by Touchstone Television beginning in 1985, before Touchstone was reorganized as ABC Studios in February 2007. Since the 1950s, ABC has had two main production facilities: the ABC Television Center (now The Prospect Studios) on Prospect Avenue[image: External link] in Hollywood, California[image: External link], shared with the operations of KABC-TV until 1999; and the ABC Television Center, East, a set of studios located throughout the New York City.

ABC owns several facilities in New York grouped mainly on West 66th Street. The main set of facilities is on the corner of Columbus Avenue and West 66th Street. In total, ABC's facilities occupy a combined 9,755 square meters (105,000 sq ft) of the 14,864 square meters (159,990 sq ft) of the blocks they encompass. The aforementioned set includes:


	The official headquarters at 77 West 66th Street, a 22-story building built in 1988 on a 175 feet (53 m) × 200 feet (61 m) plot;

	A pair of buildings at 149–155 Columbus Avenue (with one building comprising 10 stories and the other seven, and both containing glass bays connecting them to each other), constructed on a 100 feet (30 m) × 200 feet (61 m) plot;

	30–34 West 67th Street, a 15-story building with a facade on the 66th and 67th Street on a 100 feet (30 m) × 100 feet (30 m) plot;

	The former First Battery of New York National Guard, a five-story building located at number 56 on the other side of the street, on a 174 feet (53 m) × 100 feet (30 m) plot;

	ABC also owns 47 West 66th Street, one of three 14-story buildings on a 375 feet (114 m) x 100 feet (30 m) plot. From 1983 to 2013, Disney leased 70,000 square feet (6,500 m2) at 157 Columbus Avenue, just on the other side of 67th Street.[188]




ABC also owns the Times Square Studios[image: External link] at 1500 Broadway on land in Times Square[image: External link] owned by a development fund for the 42nd Street[image: External link] Project; opened in 1999, Good Morning America and Nightline are broadcast from this particular facility. ABC News has premises a little further on West 66th Street, in a six-story building occupying a 196 feet (60 m) × 379 feet (116 m) plot at 121–135 West End Avenue[image: External link]. The block of West 66th street between Central Park West and Columbus Ave which houses the ABC News building was renamed Peter Jennings Way in 2006 in honor of the recently deceased longtime ABC News chief anchor and anchor of World News Tonight.[189]
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 Related services
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 Video-on-demand services




ABC maintains several video on demand[image: External link] services for delayed viewing of the network's programming, including a traditional VOD service called ABC on Demand, which is carried on most traditional cable and IPTV[image: External link] providers. The Walt Disney Company is also a part-owner of Hulu[image: External link] (as part of a consortium that includes, among other parties, the respective parent companies of NBC and Fox, NBCUniversal[image: External link] and 21st Century Fox[image: External link]), and has offered full-length episodes of most of ABC's programming through the streaming[image: External link] service since July 6, 2009 (which are available for viewing on Hulu's website and mobile app[image: External link], and since July 2016, through Yahoo! View[image: External link] as part of Hulu's spin-off of their free service to Yahoo),[190] as part of an agreement reached in April that year that also allowed Disney to acquire a 27% ownership stake in Hulu.

In May 2013, ABC launched "WATCH ABC", a revamp of its traditional multi-platform streaming services encompassing the network's existing streaming portal at ABC.com and a mobile app[image: External link] for smartphones[image: External link] and tablet computers[image: External link]; in addition to providing full-length episodes of ABC programs, the service allows live programming streams of local ABC affiliates in select markets (the first such offering by a U.S. broadcast network). Similar to sister network ESPN's WatchESPN[image: External link] service (which originated the "WATCH" brand used by the streaming services of Disney's television networks), live streams of ABC stations are only available to authenticated subscribers of participating pay television providers[image: External link] in certain markets. New York City O&O WABC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WPVI-TV were the first stations to offer streams of their programming on the service (with a free preview[image: External link] for non-subscribers through June 2013), with the six remaining ABC O&Os offering streams by the start of the 2013–14 season. Hearst Television[image: External link] also reached a deal to offer streams of its ABC affiliates (including stations in Boston[image: External link], Kansas City[image: External link], Milwaukee[image: External link] and West Palm Beach[image: External link]) on the service, though as of 2016 these stations are only available for live-streaming for DirecTV[image: External link] subscribers.[191][192]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on WATCH ABC, Hulu and ABC on Demand the day after their original broadcast. In addition, ABC on Demand (like the video-on-demand television services provided by the other U.S. broadcast networks) disallows fast forwarding[image: External link] of accessed content. Restrictions implemented by Disney–ABC Television Group on January 7, 2014 restrict streaming of the most recent episode of any ABC program on Hulu and WATCH ABC until eight days after their initial broadcast, in order to encourage live or same-week (via both DVR[image: External link] and cable on demand) viewing, with day-after-air streaming on either service limited to subscribers of participating pay television providers (such as Comcast[image: External link], Verizon FiOS[image: External link] and Time Warner Cable[image: External link]) using an ISP[image: External link] account via an authenticated user login.
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 ABC HD




ABC's master feed is transmitted in 720p[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], the native resolution format for The Walt Disney Company's U.S. television properties. However, most of Hearst Television's 16 ABC-affiliated stations transmit the network's programming in 1080i[image: External link] HD, while 11 other affiliates owned by various companies carry the network feed in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link][186] either due to technical considerations for affiliates of other major networks that carry ABC programming on a digital subchannel or because a primary feed ABC affiliate has not yet upgraded their transmission equipment to allow content to be presented in HD.

ABC began its conversion to high definition[image: External link] with the launch of its simulcast feed, ABC HD, on September 16, 2001 at the start of the 2001–02 season[image: External link], with its scripted prime time series becoming the first shows to upgrade to the format. The network's slate of freshmen scripted series were broadcast in HD from their debuts, while all scripted series held over from the 2000–01 season[image: External link] were converted from standard-definition[image: External link] to high definition beginning that season.

With the 2011 cancellation of Supernanny[image: External link], Extreme Makeover: Home Edition[image: External link] became the only remaining program on the network's schedule that was broadcast in 4:3[image: External link] standard definition. All of the network's programming has been presented in HD since January 2012 (with the exception of certain holiday[image: External link] specials produced prior to 2005 – such as the Peanuts specials and Rudolph's Shiny New Year[image: External link] – which continue to be presented in 4:3 SD), when Extreme Makeover: Home Edition ended its run as a regular series and One Life to Live (which had been presented in 16:9[image: External link] standard definition since 2010) also ended its ABC run. The affiliate-syndicated Saturday morning E/I block Litton's Weekend Aventure is also broadcast in HD, and was the first children's program block on any U.S. broadcast network to feature programs available in the format upon its September 2011 debut.

On September 1, 2016, ABC began to use 16:9[image: External link] framing for all of most graphical imaging (primarily the network's logo bug, in-program promotions and generic closing credit sequences as well as sports telecasts, where the BottomLine and scoreboard elements now extend outside the 4:3 frame), requiring its stations and pay television providers to display its programming in a compulsory widescreen[image: External link] format, either in high definition or standard definition; with the change, some programs (such as Grey's Anatomy, The Goldbergs and Quantico) also began positioning their main on-screen credits outside of the 4:3 aspect ratio. This leaves CBS[image: External link] and The CW[image: External link] as the last two major networks to continue to prefer 4:3 framing for graphics.
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 Analysis




Since its inception, the American Broadcasting Company has evolved with the development of various assets, many of which have been sold. The company originates from a radio network that went on the air in 1927, was forced by law to separate from its original parent company, and then became an independent company. The new company diversified rapidly in the emerging medium of television.

The company diversified again through its mergers with United Paramount Theatres in 1950 and later with Capital Cities in 1985. Under UPT, ABC was a sister company to a large theater chain, while under Capital Cities, it was a sister company to various publications. However, ABC was separated from its theaters by the time of the Capital Cities merger, and from its sister newspapers during Disney's purchase of the network in 1996.

A 1993 annual corporate report indicated that 70% of Capital Cities/ABC's revenue came from the sale of advertising space, and for the rest, the two main positions were subscriptions to pay television channels and direct sales of books and journals.[140]
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 Visual identity




The ABC logo has evolved many times since the network's creation in 1943. The network's first logo, introduced in 1946, consisted of a television screen containing the letters "T" and "V", with a vertical ABC microphone in the center,[193] referencing the network's roots in radio. When the ABC-UPT merger was finalized in 1953, the network introduced a new logo based on the seal of the Federal Communications Commission, with the letters "ABC" enclosed in a circular shield[image: External link] surmounted by the bald eagle[image: External link].[193] In 1957, just before the television network began its first color broadcasts, the ABC logo consisted of a tiny lowercase "abc" in the center of a large lowercase letter a, a design known as the "ABC Circle A".[193]

In 1962, graphic designer Paul Rand[image: External link] redesigned the ABC logo into its best-known (and current) form, with the lowercase letters "abc" enclosed in a single black circle. The new logo debuted on-air for ABC's promos at the start of the 1963–64 season. The letters are strongly reminiscent of the Bauhaus[image: External link] typeface designed by Herbert Bayer[image: External link] in the 1920s,[194] but also share similarities with several other fonts, such as ITC Avant Garde[image: External link] and Horatio, and most closely resembling Chalet. The logo's simplicity made it easier to redesign and duplicate, which conferred a benefit for ABC (mostly before the advent of computer graphics[image: External link]).

The 1970s and 1980s saw the emergence of many graphical imaging packages for the network which based the logo's setting mainly on special lighting effects then under development including white, blue, pink, rainbow neon and glittering dotted lines. Among the "ABC Circle" logo's many variants was a 1977 ID sequence that featured a bubble on a black background representing the circle with glossy gold letters, and as such, was the first ABC identification card to have a three-dimensional appearance.[193]

In 1983, for the 40th anniversary of the network's founding, ID sequences had the logo appear in a gold CGI[image: External link] design on a blue background, accompanied by the slogan "That Special Feeling" in a script font.[193] Ten years later, in 1993, the "ABC Circle" logo reverted to its classic white-on-black color scheme, but with gloss effects on both the circle and the letters, and a bronze border surrounding the circle.[193] The ABC logo first appeared as a on-screen bug[image: External link] in the 1993–94 season[image: External link], appearing initially only for 60 seconds at the beginning of an act or segment, before appearing throughout programs (except during commercial breaks) beginning in the 1995–96 season[image: External link]; the respective iterations of the translucent logo bug were also incorporated within program promotions until the 2011–12 season.

In 1998, the network began using a minimalist graphical identity, designed by Pittard Sullivan, featuring a small black-and-white "ABC Circle" logo on a yellow background (promotions during this time also featured a sequence of still photos of the stars of its programs during the timeslot card as well as the schedule sequence that began each night's prime time lineup).[193] A new four-note theme tune was introduced alongside the package, based around the network's "We Love TV" image campaign introduced that year, creating an audio signature on par with the NBC chimes[image: External link], CBS' various three-note soundmarks (including the current version used since 1992) and the Fox Fanfare[image: External link]. The four-note signature has been updated with every television season thereafter (though variants of it used since the 1998–99 season[image: External link] remain in use during the production company vanity cards shown following the closing credits of most programs). In the fall of 2015, ABC stopped with its 1998–2002 four-note jingles for the production company vanity cards following the closing credits of most of its programs over seventeen years, now it has a different and adventure-type music (which is a modified version of "You Lift Me Up" by Mikey Wax[image: External link]), including the drums or the chorus of the network's four-note signature. Also, a new music is also currently heard on the network's tonight lineup and the intros for each ABC show.

In 2000, ABC launched a web-based promotional campaign focused around its circle logo, also called "the dot", in which comic book character Little Dot[image: External link] prompted visitors to "download the dot", a program which would cause the ABC logo to fly around the screen and settle in the bottom-right corner.[195] The network hired the Troika Design Group[image: External link] to design and produce its 2001–02 identity, which continued using the black-and-yellow coloring of the logo and featured dots and stripes in various promotional and identification spots.[196]

On June 16, 2007, ABC began to phase in a new imaging campaign for the upcoming 2007–08 season, "Start Here". Also developed by Troika, the on-air design was intended to emphasize the availability of ABC content across multiple platforms (in particular, using a system of icons representing different devices, such as television, computers and mobile devices), and "simplify and bring a lot more consistency and continuity to the visual representation of ABC". The ABC logo was also significantly redesigned as part of the transition, with a glossy "ball" effect that was specifically designed for HD. On-air, the logo was accompanied by animated water and ribbon effects. Red ribbons were used to represent the entertainment division, while blue ribbons were used for ABC News.[157][197]

A revised version of the ABC logo was introduced for promotions for the 2013–14 season during the network's upfront[image: External link] presentation on May 14, 2013, and officially introduced on-air on May 30 (although some affiliates implemented the new design prior to then), as part of an overhaul of ABC's identity by design agency LoyalKaspar. The updated logo carries a simpler gloss design than the previous version, and contains lettering more closely resembling Paul Rand's original version of the circle logo. The logo is displayed on-air, online and in print advertising in four variants shading the respective color used with the circle design's native black coloring: a gold version is primarily used on entertainment-oriented outlets (such as ABC.com, WATCH ABC, and by ABC Studios) and the on-screen bug; steel blue and dark grey versions are used primarily by ABC News; a red version is used for ESPN on ABC[image: External link], while all four variants are used selectively in advertising and by affiliates. A new custom typeface[image: External link], "ABC Modern" (which was inspired by the logotype), was also created for use in advertising and other promotional materials.[198]
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 International development




The first attempts to internationalize the ABC television network date back to the 1950s, after Leonard Goldenson, following the United Paramount Theatres model, tried to use on ABC the same strategies he had made in expanding UPT's theater operation to the international market.[199] Leonard Goldenson said that ABC's first international activity was broadcasting the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in June 1953; CBS and NBC were unable to cover the coronation live due to respective issues with technical problems and flight delays.[200] NBC's plane landed in Latin America[image: External link][ where?[image: External link]], leading ABC to learn of subsidiaries in that region.[200] Goldenson tried international investing, having ABC invest in the Latin American market, acquiring a 51% interest in a network covering Central America[image: External link].[201] Goldenson also cited interest in Japan in the early 1950s,[202] acquiring a 5% stake in two new domestic networks, the Mainichi Broadcasting System[image: External link] in 1951 and Nihon Educational Television[image: External link] in 1957.[202] Goldenson also invested in broadcasting properties in Beirut[image: External link] in the mid-1960s.[203]

The idea was to create a network of wholly and partially owned channels, and affiliates to rebroadcast the network's programs. In 1959, this rerun activity was completed with program syndication, with ABC Films selling programs to networks not owned by ABC.[204] The arrival of satellite television ended the need for ABC to hold interests in other countries;[109] many governments also wanted to increase their independence and strengthen legislation to limit foreign ownership of broadcasting properties. As a result, ABC was forced to sell all of its interests in international networks, mainly in Japan and Latin America, in the 1970s.[69]

A second period of international expansion is linked to that of the ESPN network in the 1990s, and policies enacted in the 2000s by Disney Media Networks (which included the expansion of several of the company's U.S.-based cable networks including Disney Channel and its spinoffs Toon Disney, Playhouse Disney[image: External link] and Jetix[image: External link]; although Disney also sold its 33% stake in European sports channel Eurosport[image: External link] for $155 million in June 2000[205]). In contrast to Disney's other channels, ABC is broadcast in the United States, although the network's programming is syndicated in many countries. The policy regarding wholly owned international networks was revived in 2004 when on September 27 of that year, ABC announced the launch of ABC1[image: External link], a free-to-air[image: External link] channel in the United Kingdom[image: External link] owned by the ABC Group.[206] However, on September 8, 2007, Disney announced that it would discontinue ABC1 citing to the channel's inability to attain sustainable viewership.[207] With ABC1's shutdown that October, the company's attempt to develop ABC International were discontinued.[207]

Prior to the ABC1 closure, on October 10, 2006, Disney–ABC Television Group entered into an agreement with satellite provider Dish TV[image: External link] to carry its ABC News Now channel in India.[208]
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 Movies produced by ABC or its divisions




Main article: List of films produced by American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]
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 See also





	Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link]

	Children's programming on the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]

	ABC Kids (United States)[image: External link]

	Litton's Weekend Adventure[image: External link]

	ABC Productions[image: External link]

	ABC Studios

	List of United States over-the-air television networks[image: External link]

	Lists of ABC television affiliates[image: External link]
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Quantico (TV series)






Quantico is an American drama[image: External link] thriller[image: External link] series that premiered on ABC on September 27, 2015. The series was created by Joshua Safran[image: External link] and was produced by ABC Studios. Mark Gordon[image: External link] and Safran serve as executive producers.

Priyanka Chopra stars as Alex Parrish, a bright FBI[image: External link] recruit, who after graduating from the FBI Academy[image: External link], joins the agency and later becomes a prime suspect of a terrorist attack on Grand Central Terminal[image: External link]. The cast includes Priyanka Chopra, Jake McLaughlin[image: External link], Yasmine Al Massri[image: External link], Johanna Braddy[image: External link], Tate Ellington[image: External link], Graham Rogers[image: External link], Anabelle Acosta[image: External link] as her fellow recruits, and Josh Hopkins[image: External link] and Aunjanue Ellis[image: External link] as their trainers at the FBI academy, Quantico, Virginia[image: External link]. In season two, Russell Tovey[image: External link], Pearl Thusi[image: External link], and Blair Underwood[image: External link] were added to the main cast following the CIA[image: External link] plot elements.

On May 15, 2017, ABC renewed the series for a third season, which is set to consist of 13 episodes. As part of the renewal process, it was revealed that Joshua Safran will exit from his role as the primary showrunner of the show.
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 Overview




See also: List of Quantico episodes[image: External link]




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings[image: External link]



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	22
	September 27, 2015
	May 15, 2016
	55
	8.05[1]



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 25, 2016
	May 15, 2017
	99
	4.53[2]
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Main article: Quantico (season 1)[image: External link]


Alex Parrish, a promising FBI[image: External link] recruit, becomes a prime suspect following a terrorist attack on Grand Central Terminal[image: External link]. Alex is then taken into custody, where she finds out that she had been charged with the terrorist attack on Grand Central. Her initial escape is orchestrated by Deputy Director Miranda Shaw, her primary instructor at Quantico, who refuses to believe that she is guilty. Flashbacks show her and fellow agents training at the Quantico Academy. Alex met Ryan Booth on her way to the Academy. Ryan was later revealed to have been ordered by Liam O'Connor, a former partner/friend of Alex's father, to spy on Alex. While living at the Academy, she learned of her father's double-agent identity. She became friends with Shelby Wyatt and other recruits.

Alex is able to prove her innocence in the Grand Central Terminal bombing with the help of her classmates at Quantico and discovers that the bomber is former FBI analyst-trainee Elias Harper who had planted the bomb under the instructions of a mastermind terrorist. Having cleared her name in a congressional hearing, Alex is reinstated as an FBI agent and assigned to the field office in New York, specifically the operations section and now strives to uncover the true mastermind behind the bombings, as the 2016 Presidential election looms ever closer.

Liam is eventually revealed to be the person responsible for the bombings and is killed by both Alex and Ryan. Alex is fired from the FBI as a result of the events of the bombing and the subsequent publicity. Two months later, Alex is approached by the CIA[image: External link] director[image: External link] Matthew Keyes, who offers her a position at the organization.
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Main article: Quantico (season 2)[image: External link]


Even after clearing her name, saving millions of lives, and discovering the mastermind behind the Grand Central bombing, Alex has been fired from the FBI, or so it appears. It is later revealed that she is working undercover for the FBI along with Ryan at "The Farm[image: External link]" as a CIA[image: External link] recruit. Their mission is to uncover the mastermind behind the rogue faction of the CIA called the AIC. In the future, the President of the United States[image: External link], the First Lady of the United States[image: External link], and several other world leaders are being held hostage at the G-20 summit in New York[image: External link] by a group of terrorists called the Citizens Liberation Front. The real aim of the group is to get to the surveillance drives that all the world leaders brought with them before the AIC does who are hiding among the hostages. Two weeks after the end of the hostage crisis, President Claire Haas and CIA director Matthew Keyes put forth a covert joint task force between the FBI and CIA. The mission of the task force is to expose a syndicate of eight Collaborators that were secretly involved in orchestrating the hostage crisis. As a result of Lydia Hall's actions during the crisis, the Collaborators have access to the sensitive intelligence that is necessary for their goal in gaining control within certain areas of government influence. Alex is hired to be a member of the task force along with Ryan Booth, Nimah Amin, Shelby Wyatt and Dayana Mampasi. The leader of the group is Clay Haas, a renowned political advisory strategist. Prior to the formation of the task-force, Alex is re-instated to work again as an FBI agent.

The team members were assigned missions to unveil the identities of the Collaborators. However, they fail to achieve their goal as the media reported on the unsanctioned activities of the task force. Following the publicized accounts of the task force in the broadcast media, The Speaker of the House, Henry Roarke took the opportunity to criticize Claire's presidency and called for her impeachment. After Claire Haas resigned from her presidency as a result of the scandal surrounding her role in forming the task force, it is revealed that Roarke succeeded in being appointed as the President of the United States. Shortly after his inauguration, he requests for a new Constitutional Convention, in order to rewrite the United States Constitution[image: External link]. In the days leading to the Constitutional Convention, Alex and the rest of the task force try to stop Roarke from getting the votes needed to allow the Convention to occur. Resorting to a final strategy at the convention in Philadelphia, Alex publicly broadcasts Roarke's recordings with the Federal Security Service[image: External link] and emails the evidence to the ACLU and other rights organizations, before having Miranda fake her death by shooting her at the event. Roarke, not willing to face the press or the police, commits suicide. Due to Alex committing treason by releasing classified U.S intelligence to the public at the Constitutional Convention, she is branded as a fugitive of the United States. Owen mentions to Alex in the car that she needs to maintain her cover so as to evade capture from domestic and international law enforcement agencies as a result of being issued an INTERPOL[image: External link] Red Notice for her arrest. Along with Ryan, she leaves the country on a plane to an unknown international destination.
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 Cast and characters




Main article: List of Quantico characters[image: External link]



	
Priyanka Chopra as Alexandra "Alex" Parrish, a promising FBI[image: External link] agent who becomes a prime suspect of the Grand Central bombing case.

	
Josh Hopkins[image: External link] as Liam O'Connor, a seasoned FBI agent who was demoted to work at the FBI[image: External link] academy as a teacher (season 1).

	
Jake McLaughlin[image: External link] as Ryan Booth, an undercover FBI agent who was tasked to surveil Alex.

	
Aunjanue Ellis[image: External link] as Miranda Shaw, Assistant Director of the FBI Academy at Quantico.

	
Graham Rogers[image: External link] as Caleb Haas (season 1; recurring, season 2).

	
Yasmine Al Massri[image: External link] as Nimah and Raina Amin, twins recruited by Miranda into the FBI.

	
Johanna Braddy[image: External link] as Shelby Wyatt, Alex's best friend and fellow FBI Agent.

	
Tate Ellington[image: External link] as Simon Asher (season 1).

	
Anabelle Acosta[image: External link] as Natalie Vasquez, Alex's former rival in academy (season 1).

	
Russell Tovey[image: External link] as Harry Doyle (season 2).

	
Pearl Thusi[image: External link] as Dayana Mampasi (season 2).

	
Blair Underwood[image: External link] as Owen Hall (season 2).
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On September 17, 2014, ABC announced the network had bought the original concept for the drama series written by Joshua Safran[image: External link] and produced by Mark Gordon[image: External link] Company, described as Grey's Anatomy[image: External link] meets Homeland[image: External link].[3] ABC ordered the pilot on January 23, 2015 for the 2015–16 television season.[4] The pilot episode was filmed in Atlanta[image: External link] and directed by Marc Munden.[5] On May 7, 2015, ABC picked up the pilot to series with an order of 13 episodes.[6] ABC picked up the show for a full season on October 13, 2015, with an additional six episodes, increasing the episode count to 19 and in November to 22 episodes.[7][8] On March 3, 2016, ABC announced that Quantico had been renewed for a second season, which premiered on September 25, 2016.[9][10][11]

On May 15, 2017, ABC renewed the series for a third season, which is set to consist of 13 episodes.[12] As part of the renewal process, it was revealed that Joshua Safran will exit from his role as the primary showrunner of the show.[13]
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 Filming




The pilot episode was filmed in Atlanta[image: External link], with the series moving to film episodes after the pilot to Quebec[image: External link], specifically the Montreal[image: External link] area in late summer 2015, using settings within downtown Montreal[image: External link] and Sherbrooke[image: External link] to stand in for New York and Quantico, respectively.[14] Multiple scenes of the Quantico Academy were taken at the campus of the Université de Sherbrooke[image: External link].[15] Production of the first 13 episodes began on July 20, 2015 and ended on December 17, 2015.[14] Production on season one continued in Montreal[image: External link] through to the season finale. On April 22, 2016, The New York Times reported that the production of the show would be moving to New York City[image: External link] for the second season. Show-creator Joshua Safran said that the reason for the move was because "Season 2 is going to be very much more a New York story."[16] Filming for the second season started on July 13, 2016, confirmed by Priyanka Chopra.[10][17]
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 Casting




Casting advertisements began in February 2015. Tate Ellington[image: External link] was the first actor, cast as an FBI trainee on February 9, 2015.[18] On February 9, Graham Rogers[image: External link] joined the series as another FBI trainee.[19] On February 25, it was announced that Aunjanue Ellis[image: External link] would play the leading role of Miranda Shaw, the assistant director of the training academy; Ellis was cast in this role following the success of ABC's How to Get Away with Murder[image: External link], which also features an African American lead.[20][21] Later, it was announced that Dougray Scott[image: External link], initially cast as Ellis' character's former partner, had been re-cast as her subordinate.[22] On February 25, Indian actress Priyanka Chopra landed the role of FBI trainee Alex Parrish, the series' young female lead.[23] On March 3, it was announced that Jake McLaughlin[image: External link] would play Alex Parrish's love interest, while Johanna Braddy[image: External link] and Yasmine Al Massri[image: External link] were cast in the final co-starring roles.[24]

After picking up the pilot, ABC began making casting changes. On May 19, 2015, it was announced that Dougray Scott, who played FBI Special Agent Liam O'Connor, had left the show and the role would be recast;[25] Josh Hopkins[image: External link] replaced him in that role on July 17, 2015.[26] On July 15, 2015, it was announced that Anabelle Acosta[image: External link] was cast for a multi-episode arc as a Quantico recruit and former cop.[27][28] On July 20, 2015, Rick Cosnett[image: External link] signed on to play a recurring role as a gay former defense attorney and analyst recruit.[29]

On September 4, 2015, it was announced that Acosta had been promoted to series regular.[30] On September 11, 2015, Jacob Artist[image: External link] was cast in the recurring role of a friendly and confident FBI Agent in Training, who is a former quarterback from a wealthy, prominent family.[31] It was announced on November 6, 2015, that Marcia Cross[image: External link] was cast as Claire Haas, Caleb's mother and wife of FBI Deputy Director Clayton Haas, who is a high-ranking senator and now Vice Presidential candidate.[8] It was also announced in November 2015 that three people were cast for recurring characters, Jay Armstrong Johnson, Lenny Platt[image: External link], and Li Jun Li, to be added after the first season's midseason break.[32]

For the second season, the show added several series regulars, including Russell Tovey[image: External link] as Harry Doyle, Blair Underwood[image: External link] as CIA[image: External link] officer Owen Hall and Pearl Thusi[image: External link] as Dayana Mampasi.[33][34][35] Aarón Díaz[image: External link] was announced to have joined the show for the second season in a recurring role as photojournalist León Velez.[36] Díaz was later upgraded as a series regular for the second season of Quantico.[37] On July 19, 2016, The Hollywood Reporter reported that Tracy Ifeachor[image: External link] and David Lim were added as recurring cast, and would be playing Lydia Hall and Sebastian Chen, respectively.[38] Showrunner Joshua Safran[image: External link] revealed in an interview after the first-season finale, that the producers were in discussion of getting Revenge[image: External link]-alum Henry Czerny[image: External link] in the second season as the character he played in the finale is important for the story in season 2.[39] Deadline reported on July 28, 2016, that Czerny had been added as a major recurring role as Matthew Keyes.[40] On January 12, 2017, it was announced that Hunter Parrish[image: External link] was cast in the recurring role of Clay Haas in the second season of Quantico.[41] On March 13, 2017, it was announced that Krysta Rodriguez[image: External link] was cast in the recurring role of Maxine Griffin in the second season of Quantico.[42] On March 20, 2017, it was announced that Graham Rogers[image: External link] would reprise his role as Caleb Haas in the second season of Quantico.[43]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




Quantico has received positive reviews from television critics. The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports an 82% approval rating with an average rating of 6.6/10 based on 54 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Obvious copycatting aside, Quantico provides ludicrously entertaining thrills from a well-balanced cast."[44] On Metacritic, the series holds a score of 70 out of 100 based on 25 reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[45]
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 Ratings






	Season
	Timeslot ( ET[image: External link])
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1[image: External link]
	Sunday 10:00 p.m.
	22
	September 27, 2015
	7.14[46]
	May 15, 2016
	3.78[47]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	55
	8.05[48]



	2[image: External link]
	Sunday 10:00 p.m. (1–8)

Monday 10:00 p.m. (9–22)
	22
	September 25, 2016
	3.64[49]
	May 15, 2017
	2.72[50]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	99
	4.53[2]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Actress in a New TV Series
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[51]



	Favorite New TV Drama
	Quantico
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV : Breakout Star
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[52]



	Choice Breakout Series[image: External link]
	Quantico
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Dramatic TV Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[53]



	Favorite Network TV Drama
	Quantico
	Nominated
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 Broadcast and distribution




Quantico was initially scheduled to air Tuesdays at 10:00 pm, but was moved to Sundays at 10:00 pm, due to Of Kings and Prophets[image: External link] (which was canceled after two late winter airings in that timeslot) being retooled.[54][55] The show premiered on ABC on Sunday September 27, 2015.[56] The episodes are approximately forty-three minutes, and are broadcast in both high-definition[image: External link] and standard[image: External link]. In India, the series premiered on October 3, 2015[57] on Star World Premiere[image: External link]. In Australia, the series premiered on the Seven Network[image: External link] on October 11, 2015.[58] The series was acquired by Alibi[image: External link] in the UK.[59] In South Africa, the series was acquired by pay-tv[image: External link] broadcaster DStv[image: External link] and airs on its Vuzu Amp channel a day after its US airing.

The series' episodes are also available for download at the iTunes Store in standard and high-definition version, and Amazon Video[image: External link]. ABC video on demand[image: External link] also releases recent episodes of the show for temporary viewing. Recent episodes (Season 1) were on Hulu[image: External link], and are now (Season 2) available at ABC's official Quantico website and on Xfinity[image: External link]. On August 23, 2016, the first season became available to stream instantly on Netflix[image: External link] in various countries.[60]
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UNICEF






The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF; /'ju:nsef /[image: External link])[3] is a United Nations[image: External link] (UN) programme headquartered in New York City[image: External link] that provides humanitarian[image: External link] and developmental assistance to children[image: External link] and mothers[image: External link] in developing countries[image: External link]. It is a member of the United Nations Development Group[image: External link].

The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund was created by the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link] on 11 December 1946, to provide emergency food and healthcare to children in countries that had been devastated by World War II[image: External link]. The Polish physician Ludwik Rajchman[image: External link] is widely regarded as the founder of UNICEF[image: External link] and served as its first chairman from 1946. On Rajchman's suggestion, the American Maurice Pate[image: External link] was appointed its first executive director, serving from 1947 until his death in 1965.[4][5] In 1950, UNICEF's mandate was extended to address the long-term needs of children and women in developing countries everywhere. In 1953 it became a permanent part of the United Nations System[image: External link], and the words "international" and "emergency" were dropped from the organization's name, making it simply the United Nations Children's Fund, retaining the original acronym, "UNICEF".[6]

UNICEF relies on contributions from governments and private donors, UNICEF's total income for 2015 was US$5,009,557,471.[2] Governments contribute two-thirds of the organization's resources. Private groups and individuals contribute the rest through national committees. It is estimated that 92 per cent of UNICEF revenue is distributed to programme services.[7] UNICEF's programmes emphasize developing community-level services to promote the health and well-being of children. UNICEF was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1965 and the Prince of Asturias Award[image: External link] of Concord in 2006.

Most of UNICEF's work is in the field, with staff in over 190 countries and territories. More than 200 country offices carry out UNICEF's mission through programmes developed with host governments. Seven regional offices provide technical assistance to country offices as needed.

UNICEF's Supply Division is based in Copenhagen[image: External link] and serves as the primary point of distribution for such essential items as vaccines[image: External link], antiretroviral medicines[image: External link] for children and mothers with HIV[image: External link], nutritional supplements, emergency shelters[image: External link], family reunification[image: External link],and educational supplies. A 36-member executive board establishes policies, approves programmes and oversees administrative and financial plans. The executive board is made up of government representatives who are elected by the United Nations Economic and Social Council[image: External link], usually for three-year terms.
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 Governance




Each country office (190 countries) carries out UNICEF's mission through a unique programme of cooperation developed with the host government. This five-year programme focuses on practical ways to realize the rights of children and women. Regional offices guide this work and provide technical assistance to country offices as needed. Overall management and administration of the organization takes place at headquarters, where global policy on children is shaped. Guiding and monitoring all of UNICEF's work is a 36-member Executive Board made up of government representatives. They establish policies, approve programmes and decide on administrative and financial plans and budgets. Executive Board’s work is coordinated by the Bureau, comprising the President and four Vice-Presidents(Total 5), each officer representing one of the five regional groups. These five officers, each one representing one of the five regional groups, are elected by the Executive Board each year from among its members, with the presidency rotating among the regional groups on an annual basis. As a matter of custom, permanent members of the Security Council do not serve as officers of the Executive Board. Office of the Secretary of the Executive Board supports and services the Executive Board. It is responsible for maintaining an effective relationship between the Executive Board and the UNICEF secretariat, and helps to organize the field visits of the Executive Board.[8] [9][10]
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 UNICEF national committees




See also: List of UNICEF National Committees[image: External link]


There are national committees in 34 [industrialized] countries, each established as an independent local non-governmental organization[image: External link]. The national committees raise funds from the private sector.

UNICEF is funded entirely by voluntary contributions,[11] and the National Committees collectively raise around one-third of UNICEF's annual income. This comes through contributions from corporations, civil society organizations around six million individual donors worldwide.
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 Promotion and fundraising




In the United States[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] and some other countries, UNICEF is known for its "Trick-Or-Treat for UNICEF" programme in which children collect money for UNICEF from the houses they trick-or-treat[image: External link] on Halloween[image: External link] night, sometimes instead of candy.

UNICEF is present in 191 countries and territories around the world, but not involved in nine others ( Bahamas[image: External link], Brunei[image: External link], Cyprus[image: External link], Latvia[image: External link], Liechtenstein[image: External link], Malta[image: External link], Mauritius[image: External link], Monaco[image: External link], and Singapore[image: External link]).[12]

Many people in developed countries[image: External link] first hear about UNICEF's work through the activities of one of the 36 National Committees for UNICEF[image: External link]. These non-governmental organizations[image: External link] (NGO) are primarily responsible for fundraising[image: External link], selling UNICEF greeting cards and products, creating private and public partnerships, advocating for children's rights, and providing other support. The US Fund for UNICEF is the oldest of the national committees, founded in 1947.[13]

On 19 April 2007, Grand Duchess Maria Teresa of Luxembourg[image: External link] was appointed UNICEF Eminent Advocate for Children,[14] in which role she has visited Brazil (2007),[15] China (2008),[16] and Burundi (2009).[17]

In 2009, the British retailer Tesco[image: External link] used "Change for Good" as advertising, which is trademarked by UNICEF for charity usage but not for commercial or retail use. This prompted the agency to say, "it is the first time in Unicef's history that a commercial entity has purposely set out to capitalise on one of our campaigns and subsequently damage an income stream which several of our programmes for children are dependent on". They went on to call on the public "who have children’s welfare at heart, to consider carefully who they support when making consumer choices".[18][19]
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 Sponsorship




On 7 September 2006, an agreement between UNICEF and the Spanish Catalan association football[image: External link] club FC Barcelona[image: External link] was reached whereby the club would donate 1.5 million Euros per year to the organization for five years. As part of the agreement, FC Barcelona will wear the UNICEF logo on the front of their uniform. This was the first time a football club sponsored an organization rather than the other way around. It was also the first time in FC Barcelona's history that they have had another organization's name across the front of their uniform.

In January 2007 UNICEF struck a partnership with Canada's national tent pegging[image: External link] team. The team was officially re-flagged as "UNICEF Team Canada", its riders wear UNICEF's logo in competition, and team members promote and raise funds for UNICEF's campaign against childhood HIV-AIDS.[20] When the team became the 2008 tent pegging world champions, UNICEF's flag was raised alongside the Canadian flag at the games, the first time in the history of international Grand Prix equestrian competition that a non-state flag has flown over the medal podium.[21]

The Swedish club Hammarby IF[image: External link] followed the Spanish and Canadian lead on 14 April 2007,[22] also raising funds for UNICEF and displaying the UNICEF name on their sportswear. The Danish football club Brøndby IF[image: External link] participated in a similar arrangement from 2008 to 2013.[23]

Australian A-League[image: External link] club Sydney FC[image: External link] announced they would also enter into a partnership with UNICEF raising funds for children in the Asia-Pacific region[image: External link], and would also display the UNICEF logo for the remainder of the 2011-12 A-League[image: External link] season.[24]

Race driver Jacques Villeneuve[image: External link] has occasionally placed the UNICEF logo on the #27 Bill Davis Racing[image: External link] pickup truck[image: External link] in the NASCAR[image: External link] Craftsman Truck Series[image: External link].

In Botswana[image: External link], UNICEF has funded the development of new state-of-the-art HIV/AIDS education for every schoolchild in Botswana from nonprofit organization TeachAIDS[image: External link].[25]

UNICEF recently announced a landmark partnership with Scottish[image: External link] club Rangers F.C.[image: External link] UNICEF will partner the Rangers Charity Foundation and have pledged to raise £300,000 by 2011.[26]

In 2010, UNICEF created a partnership with Phi Iota Alpha[image: External link], making them the first Greek Lettered Organization UNICEF has ever worked with. In 2011, Phi Iota Alpha raised over $20,000 for the Tap Project and the Trick or Treats for UNICEF Campaign.

In 2013, they agreed a contract with Greek association football champions Olympiacos F.C.[image: External link] who will don the organization's logo on the front of their shirts.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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Main article: UNICEF Kid Power[image: External link]


Started in 2015, Kid Power is a division of UNICEF that was created as an effort to involve kids in helping other kids in need. UNICEF Kid Power developed the world’s first Wearable for Good,[27] called Kid Power Bands,[28] which is a kids’ fitness tracker bracelet that connects to a smartphone app. The app lets users complete missions, which counts total steps and awards points. The points then unlock funding from partners, which is then used by UNICEF to deliver lifesaving packets of therapeutic food to severely malnourished children around the world.
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Main article: Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF[image: External link]


Since 1950, when a group of children in Philadelphia[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link], donated $17 which they received on Halloween to help post-World War II victims, the Trick-or-Treat UNICEF box has become a tradition in North America[image: External link] during the fall.[29] These small orange boxes are handed to children at schools and other locations before 31 October. As of 2012, the Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF campaign has collected approximately CAD[image: External link] 91 million in Canada[image: External link] and over US$[image: External link]167 million in the U.S.[30]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cartoons for Children's Rights




Main article: Cartoons for Children's Rights[image: External link]


In 1994, UNICEF held a summit encouraging animation studios around the world to create individual animated spots demonstrating the international rights of children. Cartoons for Children's Rights[image: External link] is the collection of animated shorts based on UNICEF’s Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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To raise money to support its Education and Literacy Programmes, UNICEF collaborates with companies worldwide – international as well as small- and medium-sized businesses.

Since 2004, the organization has been supported by Montblanc[image: External link], working collaboratively to help the world's children getting better access to education.[31]

According to Vaccine News Daily, Merck & Co.[image: External link] partnered with UNICEF in June 2013 to decrease maternal mortality, HIV[image: External link] and tuberculosis[image: External link] prevalence in South Africa[image: External link]. Merck's programme "Merck for Mothers" will give US$500 million worldwide for programmes that improve health for expectant mothers and their children.[32]

In May 2010, Crucell N.V.[image: External link] announced an additional US$110 million award from UNICEF to supply its pentavalent[image: External link] pediatric vaccine Quinvaxem[image: External link] to the developing world.[33]
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 Corporate Social Responsibility




UNICEF works directly with companies to improve their business practices, bringing them in line with obligations under international law[image: External link], and ensuring that they respect children's rights in the realms of the marketplace, workplace, and the community. In 2012, UNICEF worked with Save the Children and The United Nations Global Compact[image: External link] to develop the Children's Rights and Business Principles and now these guidelines form the basis UNICEF's advice to companies. UNICEF works with companies seeking to improve their social sustainability[image: External link] by guiding them through a due diligence process where issues throughout their supply chain, such as child labour[image: External link], can be identified and actions to ratify them are put in place.[34]
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 Girl Star




The Girl Star[35] project is a series of films which documents stories of girls from the most disadvantaged communities across five northern states in India who, through via education, have managed to break socio-economic constraints to make a success of their lives and become self-sufficient. These young women have grown to become role models in their communities, inspiring younger girls to go to school and continue their education. They have selected professions from the most conventional such as teaching and nursing, to the most unconventional like archery, bee-keeping, scrap management[clarification needed[image: External link]], often entering what has traditionally been a man’s domain.
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 Celebrity ambassadors




Main article: List of UNICEF Goodwill Ambassadors


UNICEF Ambassadors are leaders in the entertainment industry, representing the fields of film, television, music, sports and beyond. They help raise awareness of the needs of children, and use their talent and fame to fund-raise, advocate, and educate on behalf of UNICEF.[36]
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 UNICEF World Warehouse




The old UNICEF World Warehouse is a large facility in Denmark[image: External link], which hosts UNICEF deliverable goods as well as co-hosts emergency goods for United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees[image: External link] (UNHCR) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies[image: External link] (IFRC). Until 2012 the facilities was a 25,000m2 warehouse at Marmormolen[image: External link] in Copenhagen. With construction of a 45,000m2 UN City[image: External link] that is to house all UN activities in Copenhagen under one roof,[37] the warehouse service has been relocated to outer parts of the Freeport of Copenhagen[image: External link]. The facility houses the UNICEF Supply Division which manages strategic transport hubs in Dubai[image: External link], Panama[image: External link] and Shanghai[image: External link].[38] The warehouse contains a variety of items, e.g., food supplements[image: External link], water purification tablets[image: External link], dietary[image: External link] and vitamin supplements[image: External link], and the "School in a box" (illustrated above).
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 UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre




The UNICEF Innocenti[image: External link] Research Centre in Florence[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], was established in 1988. The centre, formally known as the International Child Development Centre, has as its prime objectives to improve international understanding of issues relating to children's rights, to promote economic policies that advance the cause of children, and to help facilitate the full implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in industrialized and developing countries.

The programme for 2006–2008 was approved by UNICEF Executive Board in September 2005.

It reaffirms the centre's academic freedom and the focus of IRC's research on knowledge gaps, emerging questions and sensitive issues which are relevant to the realization of children's rights, in developing and industrialized countries. It capitalizes on IRC's role as an interface between UNICEF field experience, international experts, research networks and policy makers and is designed to strengthen the centre's institutional collaboration with regional academic and policy institutions, pursuing the following goals:


	Generation and communication of strategic and influential knowledge on issues affecting children and the realization of their rights;

	Knowledge exchange and brokering;

	Support to UNICEF's advocacy, policy and programme development in support of the Millennium Agenda

	Securing and strengthening the centre's institutional and financial basis.



Three interrelated strategies guide the achievement of these goals:


	Evidence-based analysis drawing on quantitative and qualitative information, the application of appropriate methodologies, and the development of recommendations to assess and inform advocacy and policy action.

	Enhanced partnerships with research and policy institutions and development actors, globally and at regional level, in developing and industrialized countries.

	Communication and leveraging of research findings and recommendations to support policy development and advocacy initiatives through strategic dissemination of studies and contribution to relevant events and fora.[39]
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 Adoption program




UNICEF has a policy preferring orphanages only be used as temporary accommodation for children when there is no alternative. UNICEF has historically opposed the creation of large-scale, permanent orphanages for children, preferring instead to find children places in their (extended) families and communities, wherever possible. This has led UNICEF to be skeptical of international adoption efforts as a solution to child care problems in developing countries; UNICEF has preferred to see children cared for in their birth countries rather than be adopted by foreign parents.[40][41]

Major news outlets such as US News have asserted UNICEF's intervention when giving large cash payments to developing countries can lead to a cessation of international adoptions until all of its recommendations are in place, and have even labeled UNICEF a "villain" for the extent of its negative impact on orphans.[42] Elizabeth Bartholet and Paulo Barrozo have written in this context, encouraging adoption protocols to take on a more child-centric viewpoint.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Infant mortality




One concern is that the child mortality rate has not decreased in some areas as rapidly as had been planned, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, where in 2013 "the region still has the highest child mortality rate: 92 deaths per 1000 live births".[43] and that "Globally, nearly half of under-five deaths are attributable to undernutrition."

In 2005, Richard Horton[image: External link] editor-in-chief of The Lancet[image: External link], editorialized that "over 60% of these deaths were and remain preventable" and that the coverage levels for these interventions are "appallingly low in the 42 countries that account for 90% of child deaths".[44]
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 NSA surveillance




Further information: Global surveillance disclosure[image: External link]


Documents released by Edward Snowden[image: External link] in December 2013 showed that UNICEF was among the surveillance targets of British and American intelligence agencies.[45]
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	Afghan New Beginnings Programme[image: External link]

	Alliance for Healthy Cities[image: External link]

	Awaaz do – India[image: External link]

	Facts for Life[image: External link]

	Integrated Management of Childhood Illness[image: External link]

	
James P. Grant[image: External link], who was the third executive director of UNICEF

	
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey[image: External link], statistical monitoring program of UNICEF

	Music for UNICEF Concert[image: External link]

	Odisha State Child Protection Society[image: External link]

	Unite for Children, Unite Against AIDS[image: External link]

	Voices of Youth[image: External link]

	
RapidSMS[image: External link] (co-developed by UNICEF)

	Children in emergencies and conflicts[image: External link]
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Feminism is a range of political movements[image: External link], ideologies[image: External link], and social movements[image: External link] that share a common goal: to define, establish, and achieve political, economic, personal, and social rights for women.[1][2] This includes seeking to establish educational and professional opportunities for women that are equal to such opportunities for men.

Feminist movements[image: External link] have campaigned and continue to campaign for women's rights, including the right to vote[image: External link], to hold public office, to work[image: External link], to earn fair wages[image: External link] or equal pay[image: External link], to own property[image: External link], to receive education[image: External link], to enter contracts, to have equal rights within marriage[image: External link], and to have maternity leave[image: External link]. Feminists have also worked to promote bodily autonomy[image: External link] and integrity[image: External link], and to protect women and girls from rape[image: External link], sexual harassment[image: External link], and domestic violence[image: External link].[3]

Feminist campaigns are generally considered to be a main force behind major historical societal changes[image: External link] for women's rights, particularly in the West, where they are near-universally credited with achieving women's suffrage, gender neutrality in English[image: External link], reproductive rights[image: External link] for women (including access to contraceptives[image: External link] and abortion[image: External link]), and the right to enter into contracts and own property[image: External link].[4] Although feminist advocacy is, and has been, mainly focused on women's rights, some feminists, including bell hooks[image: External link], argue for the inclusion of men's liberation[image: External link] within its aims because men are also harmed by traditional gender roles[image: External link].[5] Feminist theory[image: External link], which emerged from feminist movements, aims to understand the nature of gender inequality by examining women's social roles and lived experience; it has developed theories in a variety of disciplines in order to respond to issues concerning gender.[6][7]

Numerous feminist movements and ideologies have developed over the years and represent different viewpoints and aims. Some forms of feminism have been criticized[image: External link] for taking into account only white, middle class, and college-educated perspectives. This criticism led to the creation of ethnically specific or multicultural[image: External link] forms of feminism, including black feminism[image: External link] and intersectional feminism[image: External link].[8]
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 History




Main article: History of feminism[image: External link]


See also: Protofeminism[image: External link]


Charles Fourier[image: External link], a Utopian Socialist[image: External link] and French philosopher, is credited with having coined the word "féminisme" in 1837.[9] The words "féminisme" ("feminism") and "féminist" ("feminist") first appeared in France[image: External link] and the Netherlands[image: External link] in 1872,[10] Great Britain[image: External link] in the 1890s, and the United States[image: External link] in 1910,[11][12] and the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] lists 1852 as the year of the first appearance of "feminist"[13] and 1895 for "feminism".[14] Depending on the historical moment, culture and country, feminists around the world have had different causes and goals. Most western feminist historians contend that all movements working to obtain women's rights should be considered feminist movements, even when they did not (or do not) apply the term to themselves.[15][16][17][18][19][20] Other historians assert that the term should be limited to the modern feminist movement and its descendants. Those historians use the label " protofeminist[image: External link]" to describe earlier movements.[21]

The history of the modern western feminist movements is divided into three "waves".[22][23] Each wave dealt with different aspects of the same feminist issues. The first wave[image: External link] comprised women's suffrage movements of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, promoting women's right to vote. The second wave[image: External link] was associated with the ideas and actions of the women's liberation movement[image: External link] beginning in the 1960s. The second wave campaigned for legal and social equality for women. The third wave[image: External link] is a continuation of, and a reaction to, the perceived failures of second-wave feminism, which began in the 1990s.[24]
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 Nineteenth and early twentieth centuries




Main article: First-wave feminism[image: External link]


First-wave feminism was a period of activity during the 19th century and early twentieth century. In the UK and US, it focused on the promotion of equal contract, marriage, parenting, and property rights for women. By the end of the 19th century, a number of important steps had been made with the passing of legislation such as the UK Custody of Infants Act 1839[image: External link] which introduced the Tender years doctrine[image: External link] for child custody arrangement and gave woman the right of custody of their children for the first time.[25][26][27] Other legislation such as the Married Women's Property Act 1870[image: External link] in the UK and extended in the 1882 Act[image: External link],[28] these became models for similar legislation in other British territories. For example, Victoria[image: External link] passed legislation in 1884, New South Wales[image: External link] in 1889, and the remaining Australian colonies passed similar legislation between 1890 and 1897. Therefore, with the turn of the 19th century activism had focused primarily on gaining political power, particularly the right of women's suffrage[image: External link], though some feminists were active in campaigning for women's sexual[image: External link], reproductive[image: External link], and economic rights[image: External link] as well.[29]

Women's suffrage began in Britain's Australasian[image: External link] colonies at the close of the 19th century, with the self-governing colonies of New Zealand[image: External link] granting women the right to vote[image: External link] in 1893 and South Australia granting female suffrage (the right to vote and stand for parliamentary office) in 1895. This was followed by Australia granting female suffrage in 1902.[30][31]

In Britain[image: External link] the Suffragettes and the Suffragists[image: External link] campaigned for the women's vote, and in 1918 the Representation of the People Act[image: External link] was passed granting the vote to women over the age of 30 who owned property. In 1928 this was extended to all women over 21.[32] Emmeline Pankhurst[image: External link] was the most notable activist in England, with Time naming her one of the 100 Most Important People of the 20th Century[image: External link] stating: "she shaped an idea of women for our time; she shook society into a new pattern from which there could be no going back."[33] In the U.S., notable leaders of this movement included Lucretia Mott[image: External link], Elizabeth Cady Stanton[image: External link], and Susan B. Anthony[image: External link], who each campaigned for the abolition of slavery[image: External link] prior to championing women's right to vote. These women were influenced by the Quaker[image: External link] theology of spiritual equality, which asserts that men and women are equal under God.[34] In the United States, first-wave feminism is considered to have ended with the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] (1919), granting women the right to vote in all states. The term first wave was coined retroactively to categorize these western movements after the term second-wave feminism began to be used to describe a newer feminist movement that focused on fighting social and cultural inequalities, as well political inequalities.[29][35][36][37][38]

During the late Qing period[image: External link] and reform movements such as the Hundred Days' Reform[image: External link], Chinese feminists[image: External link] called for women's liberation from traditional roles and Neo-Confucian[image: External link] gender segregation[image: External link].[39][40][41] Later, the Chinese Communist Party[image: External link] created projects aimed at integrating women into the workforce, and claimed that the revolution had successfully achieved women's liberation.[42]

According to Nawar al-Hassan Golley, Arab feminism was closely connected with Arab nationalism[image: External link]. In 1899, Qasim Amin[image: External link], considered the "father" of Arab feminism, wrote The Liberation of Women, which argued for legal and social reforms for women.[43] He drew links between women's position in Egyptian society and nationalism, leading to the development of Cairo University and the National Movement.[44] In 1923 Hoda Shaarawi[image: External link] founded the Egyptian Feminist Union[image: External link], became its president and a symbol of the Arab women's rights movement.[44]

The Iranian Constitutional Revolution[image: External link] in 1905 triggered the Iranian women's movement[image: External link], which aimed to achieve women's equality in education[image: External link], marriage, careers, and legal rights[image: External link].[45] However, during the Iranian revolution[image: External link] of 1979, many of the rights that women[image: External link] had gained from the women's movement were systematically abolished, such as the Family Protection Law[image: External link].[46]

In France[image: External link], women obtained the right to vote[image: External link] only with the Provisional Government of the French Republic[image: External link] of 21 April 1944. The Consultative Assembly of Algiers of 1944 proposed on 24 March 1944 to grant eligibility to women but following an amendment by Fernand Grenier[image: External link], they were given full citizenship, including the right to vote. Grenier's proposition was adopted 51 to 16. In May 1947, following the November 1946 elections[image: External link], the sociologist Robert Verdier minimized the "gender gap[image: External link]", stating in Le Populaire[image: External link] that women had not voted in a consistent way, dividing themselves, as men, according to social classes. During the baby boom[image: External link] period, feminism waned in importance. Wars (both World War I and World War II) had seen the provisional emancipation of some women, but post-war periods signalled the return to conservative roles.[47]
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 Mid-twentieth century




By the mid 20th century, in some European countries, women still lacked some significant rights. Feminists in these countries continued to fight for voting rights. In Switzerland[image: External link], women gained the right to vote[image: External link] in federal elections[image: External link] in 1971;[48] but in the canton of Appenzell Innerrhoden[image: External link] women obtained the right to vote on local issues only in 1991, when the canton was forced to do so by the Federal Supreme Court of Switzerland[image: External link].[49] In Liechtenstein[image: External link], women were given the right to vote by the women's suffrage referendum of 1984[image: External link]. Three prior referendums held in 1968[image: External link], 1971[image: External link] and 1973[image: External link] had failed to secure women's right to vote.

Feminists continued to campaign for the reform of family laws[image: External link] which gave husbands control over their wives. Although by the 20th century coverture[image: External link] had been abolished in the UK and the US, in many continental European[image: External link] countries married women still had very few rights. For instance, in France married women did not receive the right to work without their husband's permission until 1965.[50][51] Feminists have also worked to abolish the "marital exemption" in rape laws[image: External link] which precluded the prosecution of husbands for the rape of their wives.[52] Earlier efforts by first-wave feminists such as Voltairine de Cleyre[image: External link], Victoria Woodhull[image: External link] and Elizabeth Clarke Wolstenholme Elmy[image: External link] to criminalize marital rape in the late 19th century had failed;[53][54] this was only achieved a century later in most Western countries, but is still not achieved in many other parts of the world.[55]

French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir[image: External link] provided a Marxist[image: External link] solution and an existentialist[image: External link] view on many of the questions of feminism with the publication of Le Deuxième Sexe (The Second Sex[image: External link]) in 1949.[56] The book expressed feminists' sense of injustice. Second-wave feminism is a feminist movement beginning in the early 1960s[57] and continuing to the present; as such, it coexists with third-wave feminism. Second-wave feminism is largely concerned with issues of equality beyond suffrage, such as ending gender discrimination[image: External link].[29]

Second-wave feminists see women's cultural and political inequalities as inextricably linked and encourage women to understand aspects of their personal lives as deeply politicized and as reflecting sexist power structures. The feminist activist and author Carol Hanisch[image: External link] coined the slogan "The Personal is Political", which became synonymous with the second wave.[3][58]

Second- and third-wave feminism in China has been characterized by a reexamination of women's roles during the communist revolution and other reform movements, and new discussions about whether women's equality has actually been fully achieved.[42]

In 1956, President Gamal Abdel Nasser[image: External link] of Egypt[image: External link] initiated "state feminism[image: External link]", which outlawed discrimination based on gender[image: External link] and granted women's suffrage, but also blocked political activism[image: External link] by feminist leaders.[59] During Sadat[image: External link]'s presidency, his wife, Jehan Sadat[image: External link], publicly advocated further women's rights, though Egyptian policy and society began to move away from women's equality with the new Islamist[image: External link] movement and growing conservatism.[60] However, some activists proposed a new feminist movement, Islamic feminism[image: External link], which argues for women's equality within an Islamic framework.[61]

In Latin America[image: External link], revolutions brought changes in women's status in countries such as Nicaragua[image: External link], where feminist ideology during the Sandinista Revolution[image: External link] aided women's quality of life but fell short of achieving a social and ideological change.[62]

In 1969, Betty Friedan[image: External link]'s book The Feminine Mystique[image: External link] was published and helped voice the discontent that American women felt. The book proved highly successful, almost becoming a bible for feminists and a spur for political activists. The book's success also meant that Friedan could lecture her views while she was on tour in 1970. Within ten years, after Friedan's successful publishing, women made up more than half of the total percentage in the First World workforce.[63]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries
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 Third-wave




Main article: Third-wave feminism[image: External link]


In the early 1990s in the USA, third-wave feminism began as a response to perceived failures of the second wave and to the backlash against initiatives and movements created by the second wave. Third-wave feminism distinguished itself from the second wave around issues of sexuality[image: External link], challenging female heterosexuality[image: External link] and celebrating sexuality as a means of female empowerment.[64] Third-wave feminism also seeks to challenge or avoid what it deems the second wave's essentialist[image: External link] definitions of femininity[image: External link], which, they argue, over-emphasize the experiences of upper middle-class white women. Third-wave feminists often focus on " micro-politics[image: External link]" and challenge the second wave's paradigm as to what is, or is not, good for women, and tend to use a post-structuralist[image: External link] interpretation of gender and sexuality.[29][65][66][67] Feminist leaders rooted in the second wave, such as Gloria Anzaldúa[image: External link], bell hooks[image: External link], Chela Sandoval[image: External link], Cherríe Moraga[image: External link], Audre Lorde[image: External link], Maxine Hong Kingston[image: External link], and many other non-white feminists, sought to negotiate a space within feminist thought for consideration of race-related subjectivities.[66][68][69] Third-wave feminism also contains internal debates between difference feminists[image: External link], who believe that there are important differences between the sexes, and those who believe that there are no inherent differences between the sexes and contend that gender roles are due to social conditioning[image: External link].[70]
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 Standpoint




Standpoint theory is a feminist theoretical point of view that believes a persons' social position influences their knowledge. This perspective argues that research and theory treats women and the feminist movement as insignificant and refuses to see traditional science as unbiased.[71] Since the 1980s, standpoint feminists[image: External link] have argued that the feminist movement should address global issues (such as rape, incest[image: External link], and prostitution) and culturally specific issues (such as female genital mutilation in some parts of Africa[image: External link] and the Middle East[image: External link], as well as glass ceiling[image: External link] practices that impede women's advancement in developed economies) in order to understand how gender inequality interacts with racism, homophobia[image: External link], classism[image: External link] and colonization[image: External link] in a "matrix of domination[image: External link]".[72][73]
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 Post-feminism




The term post-feminism[image: External link] is used to describe a range of viewpoints reacting to feminism since the 1980s. While not being "anti-feminist", post-feminists believe that women have achieved second wave goals while being critical of third wave feminist goals. The term was first used to describe a backlash against second-wave feminism, but it is now a label for a wide range of theories that take critical approaches to previous feminist discourses and includes challenges to the second wave's ideas.[74] Other post-feminists say that feminism is no longer relevant to today's society.[75] Amelia Jones[image: External link] has written that the post-feminist texts which emerged in the 1980s and 1990s portrayed second-wave feminism as a monolithic entity.[76] Dorothy Chunn notes a "blaming narrative" under the post-feminist moniker, where feminists are undermined for continuing to make demands for gender equality in a "post-feminist" society, where "gender equality has (already) been achieved." According to Chunn, "many feminists have voiced disquiet about the ways in which rights and equality discourses are now used against them."[77]
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 Theory




Main article: Feminist theory[image: External link]


See also: Gynocriticism[image: External link] and écriture féminine[image: External link]


Feminist theory is the extension of feminism into theoretical or philosophical fields. It encompasses work in a variety of disciplines, including anthropology[image: External link], sociology[image: External link], economics[image: External link], women's studies[image: External link], literary criticism[image: External link],[78][79] art history[image: External link],[80] psychoanalysis[image: External link][81] and philosophy[image: External link].[82][83] Feminist theory aims to understand gender inequality[image: External link] and focuses on gender politics, power relations, and sexuality. While providing a critique of these social and political relations, much of feminist theory also focuses on the promotion of women's rights and interests. Themes explored in feminist theory include discrimination, stereotyping[image: External link], objectification[image: External link] (especially sexual objectification[image: External link]), oppression[image: External link], and patriarchy[image: External link].[6][7] In the field of literary criticism[image: External link], Elaine Showalter[image: External link] describes the development of feminist theory as having three phases. The first she calls "feminist critique", in which the feminist reader examines the ideologies behind literary phenomena. The second Showalter calls " gynocriticism[image: External link]", in which the "woman is producer of textual meaning". The last phase she calls "gender theory", in which the "ideological inscription and the literary effects of the sex/gender system are explored".[84]

This was paralleled in the 1970s by French feminists[image: External link], who developed the concept of écriture féminine[image: External link] (which translates as 'female or feminine writing').[74] Helene Cixous[image: External link] argues that writing and philosophy are phallocentric[image: External link] and along with other French feminists such as Luce Irigaray[image: External link] emphasize "writing from the body" as a subversive exercise.[74] The work of Julia Kristeva[image: External link], a feminist psychoanalyst and philosopher, and Bracha Ettinger[image: External link],[85] artist and psychoanalyst, has influenced feminist theory in general and feminist literary criticism[image: External link] in particular. However, as the scholar Elizabeth Wright points out, "none of these French feminists align themselves with the feminist movement as it appeared in the Anglophone[image: External link] world".[74][86] More recent feminist theory, such as that of Lisa Lucile Owens,[87] has concentrated on characterizing feminism as a universal emancipatory movement.
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 Movements and ideologies




Main article: Feminist movements and ideologies[image: External link]


Many overlapping feminist movements and ideologies have developed over the years.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Political movements




Some branches of feminism closely track the political leanings of the larger society, such as liberalism and conservatism, or focus on the environment. Liberal feminism[image: External link] seeks individualistic equality of men and women through political and legal reform without altering the structure of society. Catherine Rottenberg has argued that the neoliberal shirt in Liberal feminism has led to that form of feminism being individualized rather than collectivized and becoming detached from social inequality.[88] Due to this she argues that Liberal Feminism cannot offer any sustained analysis of the structures of male dominance, power, or privilege.[88]

Radical feminism[image: External link] considers the male-controlled capitalist hierarchy as the defining feature of women's oppression and the total uprooting and reconstruction of society as necessary.[3] Conservative feminism[image: External link] is conservative relative to the society in which it resides. Libertarian feminism[image: External link] conceives of people as self-owners and therefore as entitled to freedom from coercive interference.[89] Separatist feminism[image: External link] does not support heterosexual relationships. Lesbian feminism is thus closely related. Other feminists criticize separatist feminism as sexist.[5] Ecofeminists[image: External link] see men's control of land as responsible for the oppression of women and destruction of the natural environment[image: External link]; ecofeminism has been criticized for focusing too much on a mystical connection between women and nature.[90]
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 Materialist ideologies




Rosemary Hennessy[image: External link] and Chrys Ingraham say that materialist forms of feminism grew out of Western Marxist thought and have inspired a number of different (but overlapping) movements, all of which are involved in a critique of capitalism and are focused on ideology's relationship to women.[91] Marxist feminism[image: External link] argues that capitalism is the root cause of women's oppression, and that discrimination against women in domestic life and employment is an effect of capitalist ideologies.[92] Socialist feminism[image: External link] distinguishes itself from Marxist feminism by arguing that women's liberation can only be achieved by working to end both the economic and cultural sources of women's oppression.[93] Anarcha-feminists[image: External link] believe that class struggle[image: External link] and anarchy[image: External link] against the state[image: External link][94] require struggling against patriarchy, which comes from involuntary hierarchy.
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 Black and postcolonial ideologies




Sara Ahmed[image: External link] argues that Black[image: External link] and Postcolonial[image: External link] feminisms pose a challenge "to some of the organizing premises of Western feminist thought."[95] During much of its history[image: External link], feminist movements and theoretical developments[image: External link] were led predominantly by middle-class white women from Western Europe and North America.[68][72][96] However women of other races have proposed alternative feminisms.[72] This trend accelerated in the 1960s with the civil rights movement in the United States and the collapse of European colonialism in Africa, the Caribbean, parts of Latin America, and Southeast Asia. Since that time, women in developing nations[image: External link] and former colonies[image: External link] and who are of colour or various ethnicities or living in poverty have proposed additional feminisms.[96] Womanism[image: External link][97][98] emerged after early feminist movements were largely white and middle-class.[68] Postcolonial feminists argue that colonial oppression and Western feminism marginalized postcolonial women but did not turn them passive or voiceless.[8] Third-world feminism[image: External link] and Indigenous feminism[image: External link] are closely related to postcolonial feminism.[96] These ideas also correspond with ideas in African feminism, motherism,[99] Stiwanism,[100] negofeminism,[101] femalism, transnational feminism[image: External link], and Africana womanism[image: External link].[102]
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 Social constructionist ideologies




In the late twentieth century various feminists began to argue that gender roles are socially constructed[image: External link],[103][104] and that it is impossible to generalize women's experiences across cultures and histories.[105] Post-structural feminism[image: External link] draws on the philosophies of post-structuralism[image: External link] and deconstruction[image: External link] in order to argue that the concept of gender is created socially and culturally through discourse[image: External link].[106] Postmodern feminists[image: External link] also emphasize the social construction of gender and the discursive nature of reality;[103] however, as Pamela Abbott[image: External link] et al. note, a postmodern approach to feminism highlights "the existence of multiple truths (rather than simply men and women's standpoints)".[107]
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 Cultural movements




Riot grrls took an anti-corporate[image: External link] stance of self-sufficiency[image: External link] and self-reliance[image: External link].[108] Riot grrrl[image: External link]'s emphasis on universal female identity and separatism often appears more closely allied with second-wave feminism than with the third wave.[109] The movement encouraged and made "adolescent girls' standpoints central", allowing them to express themselves fully.[110] Lipstick feminism[image: External link] is a cultural feminist movement that attempts to respond to the backlash of second-wave radical feminism of the 1960s and 1970s by reclaiming symbols of "feminine" identity such as make-up, suggestive clothing and having a sexual allure as valid and empowering personal choices.[111][112]
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 Demographics




According to 2015 poll, 18 percent of Americans consider themselves feminists, while 85 percent reported they believe in "equality for women". Despite the popular belief in equal rights, 52 percent did not identify as feminist, 26 percent were unsure, and four percent provided no response.[113]

According to 2014 Ipsos[image: External link] poll covering 15 developed countries, 53 percent of respondents identified as feminists, and 87% agreed that "women should be treated equally to men in all areas based on their competency, not their gender". However, only 55% of women agreed that they have "full equality with men and the freedom to reach their full dreams and aspirations".[114]

Among women, some of the strongest support for feminism was found in Sweden, where one in three (36%) agreed very much that they defined themselves as feminists. They were followed by women in Italy (31%) and Argentina (29%). Those in the middle of the ranking were from Great Britain (22%), Spain (22%), United States (20%), Australia (18%), Belgium (18%), France (18%), Canada (17%), Poland (17%), and Hungary (15%). Women least likely to agree very much were from Japan (8%), Germany (7%) and South Korea (7%).[114]

One quarter of men in Italy (25%) and Argentina (25%), and two in ten of those in Poland (21%) and France (19%), agreed very much they defined themselves as feminist. They were followed by those from Sweden (17%), Spain (16%), the United States (16%), Canada (15%), Great Britain (14%), Hungary (12%), Belgium (11%) and Australia (10%). Men least likely to identify this way were from South Korea (7%), Germany (3%) and Japan (3%).[114]

Women were more likely to self-identify as being feminists than men in every country except Poland, where men (21%) were four points more likely than women (17%) to agree very much with the statement. In South Korea, there was no difference between men and women (7%) on this measure.[114]
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 Sexuality




Main article: Feminist views on sexuality[image: External link]


Feminist views on sexuality[image: External link] vary, and have differed by historical period and by cultural context. Feminist attitudes to female sexuality have taken a few different directions. Matters such as the sex industry[image: External link], sexual representation in the media, and issues regarding consent to sex under conditions of male dominance have been particularly controversial among feminists. This debate has culminated in the late 1970s and the 1980s, in what came to be known as the feminist sex wars[image: External link], which pitted anti-pornography feminism[image: External link] against sex-positive feminism[image: External link], and parts of the feminist movement were deeply divided by these debates.[115][116][117][118][119] Feminists have taken a variety of positions on different aspects of the sexual revolution[image: External link] from the 1960s and 70s. Over the course of the 1970s, a large number of influential women accepted lesbian and bisexual women[image: External link] as part of feminism.[120]
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 Sex industry




Main articles: Sex industry[image: External link], Feminist views on pornography[image: External link], Feminist views on prostitution[image: External link], and Feminist sex wars[image: External link]


Opinions on the sex industry are diverse. Feminists critical of the sex industry generally see it as the exploitative result of patriarchal social structures which reinforce sexual and cultural attitudes complicit in rape and sexual harassment. Alternately, feminists who support at least part of the sex industry argue that it can be a medium of feminist expression and a means for women to take control of their sexuality.

Feminist views of pornography range from condemnation of pornography as a form of violence against women[image: External link], to an embracing of some forms of pornography as a medium of feminist expression.[115][116][117][118][119] Feminists' views on prostitution vary, but many of these perspectives can be loosely arranged into an overarching standpoint that is generally either critical or supportive of prostitution and sex work[image: External link].[121]
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For feminists, a woman's right to control her own sexuality[image: External link] is a key issue. Feminists such as Catharine MacKinnon[image: External link] argue that women have very little control over their own bodies, with female sexuality being largely controlled and defined by men in patriarchal societies. Feminists argue that sexual violence committed by men is often rooted in ideologies of male sexual entitlement, and that these systems grant women very few legitimate options to refuse sexual advances.[122][123] In many cultures, men do not believe that a woman has the right to reject a man's sexual advances or to make an autonomous decision about participating in sex. Feminists argue that all cultures are, in one way or another, dominated by ideologies that largely deny women the right to decide how to express their sexuality, because men under patriarchy feel entitled to define sex on their own terms. This entitlement can take different forms, depending on the culture. In many parts of the world, especially in conservative[image: External link] and religious cultures, marriage is regarded as an institution which requires a wife to be sexually available at all times, virtually without limit; thus, forcing or coercing sex on a wife is not considered a crime or even an abusive behaviour.[124][125] In more liberal cultures, this entitlement takes the form of a general sexualization[image: External link] of the whole culture. This is played out in the sexual objectification[image: External link] of women, with pornography and other forms of sexual entertainment creating the fantasy that all women exist solely for men's sexual pleasure, and that women are readily available and desiring to engage in sex at any time, with any man, on a man's terms.[126]
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 Science




For more details on this topic, see Feminist epistemology[image: External link].

Sandra Harding[image: External link] says that the "moral and political insights of the women's movement have inspired social scientists and biologists to raise critical questions about the ways traditional researchers have explained gender, sex and relations within and between the social and natural worlds."[127] Some feminists, such as Ruth Hubbard[image: External link] and Evelyn Fox Keller[image: External link], criticize traditional scientific discourse[image: External link] as being historically biased towards a male perspective.[128] A part of the feminist research agenda is the examination of the ways in which power inequities are created or reinforced in scientific and academic institutions.[129] Physicist Lisa Randall[image: External link], appointed to a task force at Harvard by then-president Lawrence Summers[image: External link] after his controversial discussion of why women may be underrepresented in science and engineering, said, "I just want to see a whole bunch more women enter the field so these issues don't have to come up anymore."[130]

Lynn Hankinson Nelson notes that feminist empiricists find fundamental differences between the experiences of men and women. Thus, they seek to obtain knowledge through the examination of the experiences of women, and to "uncover the consequences of omitting, misdescribing, or devaluing them" to account for a range of human experience.[131] Another part of the feminist research agenda is the uncovering of ways in which power inequities are created or reinforced in society and in scientific and academic institutions.[129] Furthermore, despite calls for greater attention to be paid to structures of gender inequity in the academic literature, structural analyses of gender bias rarely appear in highly cited psychological journals, especially in the commonly studied areas of psychology and personality.[132]

One criticism of feminist epistemology is that it allows social and political values to influence its findings.[133] Susan Haack[image: External link] also points out that feminist epistemology reinforces traditional stereotypes about women's thinking (as intuitive and emotional, etc.); Meera Nanda[image: External link] further cautions that this may in fact trap women within "traditional gender roles and help justify patriarchy".[134]
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 Biology and gender




For more details on this topic, see Gender essentialism[image: External link] and Sexual differentiation[image: External link].

Modern feminism challenges the essentialist view of gender[image: External link] as biologically intrinsic.[135][136] For example, Anne Fausto-Sterling[image: External link]'s book, Myths of Gender, explores the assumptions embodied in scientific[image: External link] research that support a biologically essentialist[image: External link] view of gender.[137] In Delusions of Gender[image: External link], Cordelia Fine[image: External link] disputes scientific evidence that suggests that there is an innate biological difference between men's and women's minds, asserting instead that cultural and societal beliefs are the reason for differences between individuals that are commonly perceived as sex differences.[138]
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Main article: Feminist psychology[image: External link]


Feminism in psychology emerged as a critique of the dominant male outlook on psychological research where only male perspectives were studied with all male subjects. As women earned doctorates in psychology, females and their issues were introduced as legitimate topics of study. Feminist psychology emphasizes social context, lived experience, and qualitative analysis.[139] Projects such as Psychology's Feminist Voices[image: External link] have emerged to catalogue the influence of feminist psychologists on the discipline.[140]
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 Culture




Main article: Feminism in culture[image: External link]
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Gender-based inquiries into and conceptualization of architecture have also come about, leading to feminism in modern architecture[image: External link]. Piyush Mathur coined the term "archigenderic". Claiming that "architectural planning has an inextricable link with the defining and regulation of gender roles, responsibilities, rights, and limitations", Mathur came up with that term "to explore ... the meaning of 'architecture' in terms of gender" and "to explore the meaning of 'gender' in terms of architecture".[141]
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Feminist activists have established a range of feminist businesses[image: External link], including women's bookstores, feminist credit unions, feminist presses, feminist mail-order catalogs, and feminist restaurants. These businesses flourished as part of the  second[image: External link] and  third-waves[image: External link] of feminism in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s.[142][143]
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Main article: Feminist art movement[image: External link]


Corresponding with general developments within feminism, and often including such self-organizing tactics as the consciousness-raising group, the movement began in the 1960s and flourished throughout the 1970s.[144] Jeremy Strick, director of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles[image: External link], described the feminist art movement as "the most influential international movement of any during the postwar period", and Peggy Phelan[image: External link] says that it "brought about the most far-reaching transformations in both artmaking and art writing over the past four decades".[144] Feminist artist Judy Chicago[image: External link], who created The Dinner Party[image: External link], a set of vulva-themed ceramic plates[image: External link] in the 1970s, said in 2009 to ARTnews[image: External link], "There is still an institutional lag and an insistence on a male Eurocentric[image: External link] narrative. We are trying to change the future: to get girls and boys to realize that women's art is not an exception—it's a normal part of art history."[145] A feminist approach to the visual arts has most recently developed through Cyberfeminism[image: External link] and the posthuman[image: External link] turn, giving voice to the ways "contemporary female artists are dealing with gender, social media and the notion of embodiment".[146]
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See also: Écriture féminine[image: External link], List of American feminist literature[image: External link], List of feminist literature[image: External link], and List of feminist poets[image: External link]


The feminist movement produced both feminist fiction and non-fiction, and created new interest in women's writing[image: External link]. It also prompted a general reevaluation of women's historical[image: External link] and academic contributions in response to the belief that women's lives and contributions have been underrepresented as areas of scholarly interest.[147] Much of the early period of feminist literary scholarship was given over to the rediscovery and reclamation of texts written by women. Studies like Dale Spender[image: External link]'s Mothers of the Novel (1986) and Jane Spencer's The Rise of the Woman Novelist (1986) were ground-breaking in their insistence that women have always been writing. Commensurate with this growth in scholarly interest, various presses began the task of reissuing long-out-of-print texts. Virago Press[image: External link] began to publish its large list of 19th and early-20th-century novels in 1975 and became one of the first commercial presses to join in the project of reclamation. In the 1980s Pandora Press, responsible for publishing Spender's study, issued a companion line of 18th-century novels written by women.[148] More recently, Broadview Press[image: External link] continues to issue 18th- and 19th-century novels, many hitherto out of print, and the University of Kentucky[image: External link] has a series of republications of early women's novels. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman[image: External link] (1792) by Mary Wollstonecraft[image: External link], is one of the earliest works of feminist philosophy. A Room of One's Own[image: External link] (1929) by Virginia Woolf[image: External link], is noted in its argument for both a literal and figural space for women writers within a literary tradition dominated by patriarchy.

The widespread interest in women's writing is related to a general reassessment and expansion of the literary canon[image: External link]. Interest in post-colonial literatures[image: External link], gay and lesbian literature[image: External link], writing by people of colour, working people's writing, and the cultural productions of other historically marginalized groups has resulted in a whole scale expansion of what is considered "literature", and genres hitherto not regarded as "literary", such as children's writing, journals, letters, travel writing, and many others are now the subjects of scholarly interest.[147][149][150] Most genres and subgenres[image: External link] have undergone a similar analysis, so that one now sees work on the "female gothic[image: External link]"[151] or women's science fiction[image: External link].

According to Elyce Rae Helford, "Science fiction and fantasy serve as important vehicles for feminist thought, particularly as bridges between theory and practice."[152] Feminist science fiction is sometimes taught at the university level to explore the role of social constructs in understanding gender.[153] Notable texts of this kind are Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link]'s The Left Hand of Darkness[image: External link] (1969), Joanna Russ[image: External link]' The Female Man[image: External link] (1970), Octavia Butler[image: External link]'s Kindred[image: External link] (1979) and Margaret Atwood[image: External link]'s Handmaid's Tale[image: External link] (1985).
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Main articles: Women's music[image: External link] and Women in music[image: External link]


Women's music[image: External link] (or womyn's music or wimmin's music) is the music by women[image: External link], for women, and about women.[154] The genre emerged as a musical expression of the second-wave feminist movement[155] as well as the labour[image: External link], civil rights[image: External link], and peace movements[image: External link].[156] The movement was started by lesbians such as Cris Williamson[image: External link], Meg Christian[image: External link], and Margie Adam[image: External link], African-American women activists such as Bernice Johnson Reagon[image: External link] and her group Sweet Honey in the Rock[image: External link], and peace activist Holly Near[image: External link].[156] Women's music also refers to the wider industry of women's music that goes beyond the performing artists to include studio musicians[image: External link], producers[image: External link], sound engineers[image: External link], technicians[image: External link], cover artists, distributors, promoters[image: External link], and festival organizers who are also women.[154] Riot grrrl[image: External link] is an underground[image: External link] feminist hardcore punk[image: External link] movement described in the cultural movements section of this article.

Feminism became a principal concern of musicologists[image: External link] in the 1980s[157] as part of the New Musicology[image: External link]. Prior to this, in the 1970s, musicologists were beginning to discover women composers and performers, and had begun to review concepts of canon[image: External link], genius, genre and periodization from a feminist perspective. In other words, the question of how women musicians fit into traditional music history was now being asked.[157] Through the 1980s and 1990s, this trend continued as musicologists like Susan McClary[image: External link], Marcia Citron[image: External link] and Ruth Solie began to consider the cultural reasons for the marginalizing of women from the received body of work. Concepts such as music as gendered discourse; professionalism; reception of women's music; examination of the sites of music production; relative wealth and education of women; popular music studies in relation to women's identity; patriarchal ideas in music analysis; and notions of gender and difference are among the themes examined during this time.[157]

While the music industry[image: External link] has long been open to having women in performance or entertainment roles, women are much less likely to have positions of authority, such as being the leader of an orchestra[image: External link].[158] In popular music, while there are many women singers recording songs, there are very few women behind the audio console[image: External link] acting as music producers[image: External link], the individuals who direct and manage the recording process.[159]
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Main article: Feminist film theory[image: External link]


See also: Women's cinema[image: External link]


Feminist cinema, advocating or illustrating feminist perspectives, arose largely with the development of feminist film theory[image: External link] in the late '60s and early '70s. Women who were radicalized during the 1960s by political debate and sexual liberation; but the failure of radicalism to produce substantive change for women galvanized them to form consciousness-raising groups and set about analysing, from different perspectives, dominant cinema's construction of women.[160] Differences were particularly marked between feminists on either side of the Atlantic[image: External link]. 1972 saw the first feminist film festivals in the U.S. and U.K. as well as the first feminist film journal, Women and Film .[image: External link] Trailblazers from this period included Claire Johnston[image: External link] and Laura Mulvey[image: External link], who also organized the Women's Event at the Edinburgh Film Festival[image: External link].[161] Other theorists making a powerful impact on feminist film include Teresa de Lauretis[image: External link], Anneke Smelik and Kaja Silverman[image: External link]. Approaches in philosophy and psychoanalysis fuelled feminist film criticism, feminist independent film and feminist distribution.

It has been argued that there are two distinct approaches to independent, theoretically inspired feminist filmmaking. 'Deconstruction' concerns itself with analysing and breaking down codes of mainstream cinema, aiming to create a different relationship between the spectator and dominant cinema. The second approach, a feminist counterculture, embodies feminine writing to investigate a specifically feminine cinematic language.[162] Some recent criticism[163] of "feminist film" approaches has centred around a Swedish rating system called the Bechdel test[image: External link].

During the 1930s–1950s heyday of the big Hollywood studios, the status of women in the industry was abysmal[164] and, while much has improved, many would argue that there is still much to be done. From art films by Sally Potter[image: External link], Catherine Breillat[image: External link], Claire Denis[image: External link] and Jane Campion[image: External link] to action movies by Kathryn Bigelow[image: External link], women now have a stronger voice, but are only too aware of the still lingering gender gap.[165]
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Feminism had complex interactions with the major political movements of the twentieth century.
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Main article: Social Progressivism and Counterculture[image: External link]


Since the late nineteenth century some feminists have allied with socialism, whereas others have criticized socialist ideology for being insufficiently concerned about women's rights. August Bebel[image: External link], an early activist of the German Social Democratic Party[image: External link] (SPD), published his work Die Frau und der Sozialismus, juxtaposing the struggle for equal rights between sexes with social equality in general. In 1907 there was an International Conference of Socialist Women[image: External link] in Stuttgart[image: External link] where suffrage was described as a tool of class struggle. Clara Zetkin[image: External link] of the SPD called for women's suffrage to build a "socialist order, the only one that allows for a radical solution to the women's question".[166][167]

In Britain, the women's movement was allied with the Labour party[image: External link]. In the U.S., Betty Friedan[image: External link] emerged from a radical background to take leadership. Radical Women[image: External link] is the oldest socialist feminist organization in the U.S. and is still active.[168] During the Spanish Civil War[image: External link], Dolores Ibárruri[image: External link] (La Pasionaria) led the Communist Party of Spain[image: External link]. Although she supported equal rights for women, she opposed women fighting on the front and clashed with the anarcha-feminist[image: External link] Mujeres Libres[image: External link].[169]
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Further information: Fascism and ideology[image: External link] and Women in Nazi Germany[image: External link]


Fascism has been prescribed dubious stances on feminism by its practitioners and by women's groups. Amongst other demands concerning social reform presented in the Fascist manifesto[image: External link] in 1919 was expanding the suffrage to all Italian citizens of age 18 and above, including women (accomplished only in 1946, after the defeat of fascism) and eligibility for all to stand for office from age 25. This demand was particularly championed by special Fascist women's auxiliary groups such as the fasci femminilli and only partly realized in 1925, under pressure from Prime Minister Benito Mussolini[image: External link]'s more conservative coalition partners.[170][171]

Cyprian Blamires states that although feminists were among those who opposed the rise of Adolf Hitler[image: External link], feminism has a complicated relationship with the Nazi[image: External link] movement as well. While Nazis glorified traditional notions of patriarchal society and its role for women, they claimed to recognize women's equality in employment.[172] However, Hitler and Mussolini declared themselves as opposed to feminism,[172] and after the rise of Nazism[image: External link] in Germany in 1933, there was a rapid dissolution of the political rights and economic opportunities that feminists had fought for during the pre-war period and to some extent during the 1920s.[167] Georges Duby et al. note that in practice fascist society was hierarchical and emphasized male virility, with women maintaining a largely subordinate position.[167] Blamires also notes that Neofascism has since the 1960s been hostile towards feminism and advocates that women accept "their traditional roles".[172]
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 Civil rights movement and anti-racism




The civil rights movement[image: External link] has influenced and informed the feminist movement and vice versa. Many Western feminists adapted the language and theories of black equality activism and drew parallels between women's rights and the rights of non-white people.[173] Despite the connections between the women's and civil rights movements, some tension arose during the late 1960s and early 1970s as non-white women argued that feminism was predominantly white and middle class, and did not understand and was not concerned with race issues.[174] Similarly, some women argued that the civil rights movement had sexist elements and did not adequately address minority women's concerns.[173] These criticisms created new feminist social theories about the intersections of racism, classism[image: External link], and sexism[image: External link], and new feminisms, such as black feminism[image: External link] and Chicana feminism[image: External link].[175][176]
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 Neoliberalism




Neoliberalism[image: External link] has been criticized by feminist theory for having a negative effect on the female workforce population across the globe, especially in the global south. Masculinist assumptions and objectives continue to dominate economic and geopolitical thinking.[177]:177 Women's experiences in non-industrialized countries reveal often deleterious effects of modernization policies and undercut orthodox claims that development benefits everyone.[177]:175

Proponents of neoliberalism have theorized that by increasing women's participation in the workforce, there will be heightened economic progress, but feminist critics have noted that this participation alone does not further equality in gender relations.[178]:186–98 Neoliberalism has failed to address significant problems such as the devaluation of feminized labour, the structural privileging of men and masculinity, and the politicization of women's subordination in the family and the workplace.[177]:176 The "feminization of employment" refers to a conceptual characterization of deteriorated and devalorized labour conditions that are less desirable, meaningful, safe and secure.[177]:179 Employers in the global south have perceptions about feminine labour and seek workers who are perceived to be undemanding, docile and willing to accept low wages.[177]:180 Social constructs about feminized labour have played a big part in this, for instance, employers often perpetuate ideas about women as 'secondary income earners to justify their lower rates of pay and not deserving of training or promotion.[178]:189
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Main article: Feminist effects on society[image: External link]


The feminist movement has effected change in Western society, including women's suffrage; greater access to education; more nearly equitable pay with men; the right to initiate divorce proceedings; the right of women to make individual decisions regarding pregnancy (including access to contraceptives and abortion); and the right to own property.[4]
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 Civil rights




From the 1960s on, the campaign for women's rights[179] was met with mixed results[180] in the U.S. and the U.K. Other countries of the EEC[image: External link] agreed to ensure that discriminatory laws would be phased out across the European Community.

Some feminist campaigning also helped reform attitudes to child sexual abuse[image: External link]. The view that young girls cause men to have sexual intercourse with them was replaced by that of men's responsibility for their own conduct, the men being adults.[181]

In the U.S., the National Organization for Women[image: External link] ( NOW[image: External link]) began in 1966 to seek women's equality, including through the Equal Rights Amendment[image: External link] ( ERA[image: External link]),[182] which did not pass, although some states enacted their own[image: External link]. Reproductive rights[image: External link] in the U.S. centred on the court decision in Roe v. Wade[image: External link] enunciating a woman's right to choose whether to carry a pregnancy to term. Western women gained more reliable birth control[image: External link], allowing family planning and careers. The movement started in the 1910s in the U.S. under Margaret Sanger[image: External link] and elsewhere under Marie Stopes[image: External link]. In the final three decades of the 20th century, Western women knew a new freedom through birth control[image: External link], which enabled women to plan their adult lives, often making way for both career and family.[183]

The division of labour[image: External link] within households was affected by the increased entry of women into workplaces in the 20th century. Sociologist Arlie Russell Hochschild[image: External link] found that, in two-career couples, men and women, on average, spend about equal amounts of time working, but women still spend more time on housework,[184][185] although Cathy Young[image: External link] responded by arguing that women may prevent equal participation by men in housework and parenting.[186] Judith K. Brown writes, "Women are most likely to make a substantial contribution when subsistence activities have the following characteristics: the participant is not obliged to be far from home; the tasks are relatively monotonous and do not require rapt concentration; and the work is not dangerous, can be performed in spite of interruptions, and is easily resumed once interrupted."[187]

In international law, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women[image: External link] (CEDAW) is an international convention adopted by the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link] and described as an international bill of rights[image: External link] for women. It came into force in those nations ratifying it.[188]
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Main article: Feminist legal theory[image: External link]


Feminist jurisprudence is a branch of jurisprudence[image: External link] that examines the relationship between women and law. It addresses questions about the history of legal and social biases against women and about the enhancement of their legal rights.[189]

Feminist jurisprudence signifies a reaction to the philosophical approach[image: External link] of modern legal scholars[image: External link], who typically see law as a process for interpreting and perpetuating a society's universal, gender-neutral ideals. Feminist legal scholars claim that this fails to acknowledge women's values or legal interests or the harms that they may anticipate or experience.[190]
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 Language




For more details on this topic, see Gender-neutral language in English[image: External link].

Proponents of gender-neutral language argue that the use of gender-specific language often implies male superiority or reflects an unequal state of society.[191] According to The Handbook of English Linguistics, generic masculine pronouns and gender-specific job titles are instances "where English linguistic convention has historically treated men as prototypical of the human species."[192]
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 Theology




See also: Feminist theology[image: External link] and Gender of God[image: External link]


Feminist theology is a movement that reconsiders the traditions, practices, scriptures, and theologies of religions from a feminist perspective. Some of the goals of feminist theology include increasing the role of women among the clergy and religious authorities, reinterpreting male-dominated imagery and language about God, determining women's place in relation to career and motherhood, and studying images of women in the religion's sacred texts.[193]

Christian feminism[image: External link] is a branch of feminist theology which seeks to interpret and understand Christianity in light of the equality[image: External link] of women[image: External link] and men, and that this interpretation is necessary for a complete understanding of Christianity. While there is no standard set of beliefs among Christian feminists, most agree that God does not discriminate on the basis of sex, and are involved in issues such as the ordination of women[image: External link], male dominance and the balance of parenting in Christian marriage[image: External link], claims of moral deficiency and inferiority of women compared to men, and the overall treatment of women in the church.[194][195] The Christian Bible refers to women[image: External link] in positions of authority in Judges[image: External link] 4:4 and Kings[image: External link] 22:14.[196][197][non-primary source needed[image: External link]]

Islamic feminists[image: External link] advocate women's rights, gender equality, and social justice[image: External link] grounded within an Islamic framework. Advocates seek to highlight the deeply rooted teachings of equality in the Quran[image: External link] and encourage a questioning of the patriarchal interpretation of Islamic teaching through the Quran, hadith[image: External link] (sayings of Muhammad[image: External link]), and sharia[image: External link] (law) towards the creation of a more equal and just society.[198] Although rooted in Islam, the movement's pioneers have also utilized secular[image: External link] and Western feminist discourses and recognize the role of Islamic feminism as part of an integrated global feminist movement.[199]

Buddhist feminism[image: External link] is a movement that seeks to improve the religious, legal, and social status[image: External link] of women within Buddhism[image: External link]. It is an aspect of feminist theology[image: External link] which seeks to advance and understand the equality of men and women morally, socially, spiritually, and in leadership from a Buddhist perspective. The Buddhist feminist Rita Gross[image: External link] describes Buddhist feminism as "the radical practice of the co-humanity of women and men."[200]

Jewish feminism[image: External link] is a movement that seeks to improve the religious, legal, and social status of women[image: External link] within Judaism and to open up new opportunities for religious experience and leadership for Jewish women. The main issues for early Jewish feminists in these movements were the exclusion from the all-male prayer group or minyan[image: External link], the exemption from positive time-bound mitzvot[image: External link], and women's inability to function as witnesses and to initiate divorce[image: External link].[201] Many Jewish women have become leaders of feminist movements throughout their history.[202]

Dianic Wicca[image: External link] is a feminist-centred thealogy[image: External link].[203]

Secular or atheist feminists[image: External link] have engaged in feminist criticism of religion, arguing that many religions have oppressive rules towards women and misogynistic[image: External link] themes and elements in religious texts.[204][205][206]
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 Patriarchy




Main article: Patriarchy[image: External link]


Patriarchy is a social system in which society is organized around male authority figures. In this system fathers have authority over women, children, and property. It implies the institutions of male rule and privilege, and is dependent on female subordination.[207] Most forms of feminism characterize patriarchy as an unjust social system that is oppressive to women. Carole Pateman[image: External link] argues that the patriarchal distinction "between masculinity and femininity is the political difference between freedom and subjection."[208] In feminist theory[image: External link] the concept of patriarchy often includes all the social mechanisms that reproduce and exert male dominance over women. Feminist theory typically characterizes patriarchy as a social construction, which can be overcome by revealing and critically analyzing its manifestations.[209] Some radical feminists[image: External link] have proposed that because patriarchy is too deeply rooted in society, separatism[image: External link] is the only viable solution.[210] Other feminists have criticized these views as being anti-men.[211][212][213]
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Main article: Men and feminism[image: External link]


Feminist theory has explored the social construction of masculinity and its implications for the goal of gender equality. The social construct of masculinity is seen by feminism as problematic because it associates males with aggression and competition, and reinforces patriarchal and unequal gender relations.[67][214] Patriarchal cultures are criticized for "limiting forms of masculinity" available to men and thus narrowing their life choices.[215] Some feminists are engaged with men's issues activism, such as bringing attention to male rape and spousal battery and addressing negative social expectations for men.[216][217][218]

Male participation in feminism is encouraged by feminists and is seen as an important strategy for achieving full societal commitment to gender equality.[5][219][220] Many male feminists and pro-feminists[image: External link] are active in both women's rights activism, feminist theory, and masculinity studies. However, some argue that while male engagement with feminism is necessary, it is problematic because of the ingrained social influences of patriarchy in gender relations.[221] The consensus today in feminist and masculinity theories is that both genders can and should cooperate to achieve the larger goals of feminism.[215] It has been proposed that, in large part, this can be achieved through considerations of women's agency[image: External link].[222]
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 Reactions




Different groups of people have responded to feminism, and both men and women have been among its supporters and critics. Among American university students, for both men and women, support for feminist ideas is more common than self-identification as a feminist.[223][224][225] The US media tends to portray feminism negatively and feminists "are less often associated with day-to-day work/leisure activities of regular women."[226][227] However, as recent research has demonstrated, as people are exposed to self-identified feminists and to discussions relating to various forms of feminism, their own self-identification with feminism increases.[228] Roy Baumeister[image: External link] has criticized feminists who "look only at the top of society and draw conclusions about society as a whole. Yes, there are mostly men at the top. But if you look at the bottom, really at the bottom, you'll find mostly men there, too."[229]
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 Pro-feminism













Main article: Pro-feminism[image: External link]


Pro-feminism is the support of feminism without implying that the supporter is a member of the feminist movement. The term is most often used in reference to men who are actively supportive of feminism. The activities of pro-feminist men's groups include anti-violence work with boys and young men in schools, offering sexual harassment workshops in workplaces, running community education campaigns, and counselling male perpetrators of violence. Pro-feminist men also may be involved in men's health, activism against pornography including anti-pornography legislation, men's studies[image: External link], and the development of gender equity curricula in schools. This work is sometimes in collaboration with feminists and women's services, such as domestic violence and rape crisis centres.[230][231]
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Main article: Anti-feminism[image: External link]


Anti-feminism is opposition to feminism in some or all of its forms.[232]

In the nineteenth century, anti-feminism was mainly focused on opposition to women's suffrage. Later, opponents of women's entry into institutions of higher learning argued that education was too great a physical burden on women. Other anti-feminists opposed women's entry into the labour force, or their right to join unions, to sit on juries, or to obtain birth control and control of their sexuality.[233]

Some people have opposed feminism on the grounds that they believe it is contrary to traditional values or religious beliefs. These anti-feminists argue, for example, that social acceptance of divorce and non-married women is wrong and harmful, and that men and women are fundamentally different and thus their different traditional roles in society should be maintained.[234][235][236] Other anti-feminists oppose women's entry into the workforce, political office, and the voting process, as well as the lessening of male authority in families.[237][238]

Writers such as Camille Paglia[image: External link], Christina Hoff Sommers[image: External link], Jean Bethke Elshtain[image: External link], Elizabeth Fox-Genovese[image: External link], Lisa Lucile Owens[239] and Daphne Patai[image: External link] oppose some forms of feminism, though they identify as feminists. They argue, for example, that feminism often promotes misandry[image: External link] and the elevation of women's interests above men's, and criticize radical feminist positions as harmful to both men and women.[240] Daphne Patai[image: External link] and Noretta Koertge[image: External link] argue that the term "anti-feminist" is used to silence academic debate about feminism.[241][242] Lisa Lucile Owens argues that certain rights extended exclusively to women are patriarchal because they relieve women from exercising a crucial aspect of their moral agency.[222]
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Single (music)






In music[image: External link], a single or record single is a type of release[image: External link], typically a song recording[image: External link] of fewer tracks than an LP record[image: External link], an album[image: External link] or an EP record. This can be released for sale to the public in a variety of different formats. In most cases, a single is a song that is released separately from an album, although it usually also appears on an album. Typically, these are the songs from albums that are released separately for promotional uses[image: External link] such as digital download[image: External link] or commercial radio airplay and are expected to be the most popular. In other cases a recording released as a single may not appear on an album.

As digital downloading and audio streaming have become more prevalent, it is often possible for every track on an album to also be available separately. Nevertheless, the concept of a single for an album has been retained as an identification of a more heavily promoted or more popular song (or group of songs) within an album collection.

Despite being referred to as a single, singles can include up to as many as three tracks on them. The biggest digital music distributor, iTunes[image: External link], accepts as many as three tracks less than ten minutes each as a single, as well as popular music player Spotify[image: External link].[1] Any more than three tracks on a musical release or longer than thirty minutes in total running time is either an extended play[image: External link] (EP), or if over six tracks long, it is classed as an album.
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 Early history




The basic specifications of the music[image: External link] single were made in the late 19th century, when the gramophone record[image: External link] began to supersede phonograph cylinders[image: External link] in commercially produced musical recordings. Gramophone discs were manufactured with a range of playback speeds (from 16 rpm[image: External link] to 78 rpm) and in several sizes (including 12-inch/30 cm). By about 1910, however, the 10-inch (25 cm), 78 rpm shellac[image: External link] disc had become the most commonly used format.

The inherent technical limitations of the gramophone disc defined the standard format for commercial recordings in the early 20th century. The relatively crude disc-cutting techniques of the time and the thickness of the needles used on record players[image: External link] limited the number of grooves per inch that could be inscribed on the disc surface, and a high rotation speed was necessary to achieve acceptable recording and playback fidelity. 78 rpm was chosen as the standard because of the introduction of the electrically powered, synchronous turntable motor in 1925, which ran at 3600 rpm with a 46:1 gear ratio, resulting in a rotation speed of 78.26 rpm.

With these factors applied to the 10-inch format, songwriters and performers increasingly tailored their output to fit the new medium. The 3-minute single remained the standard into the 1960s, when the availability of microgroove recording and improved mastering techniques enabled recording artists to increase the duration of their recorded songs. The breakthrough came with Bob Dylan[image: External link]'s "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]". Although CBS[image: External link] tried to make the record more "radio friendly" by cutting the performance in half and spreading it over both sides of the vinyl, both Dylan and his fans demanded that the full six-minute take be placed on one side and that radio stations play the song in its entirety.[2]
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 Types




Singles have been issued in various formats, including 7-inch (18 cm), 10-inch (25 cm), and 12-inch[image: External link] (30 cm) vinyl[image: External link] discs (usually playing at 45 rpm); 10-inch (25-cm) shellac discs (playing at 78 rpm); cassette, 8 and 12 cm (3- and 5-inch) CD singles[image: External link] and 7-inch (18 cm) plastic flexi discs[image: External link]. Other, less common, formats include singles on digital compact cassette[image: External link], DVD[image: External link], and LD[image: External link], as well as many non-standard sizes of vinyl disc (5-inch/12 cm, 8-inch/20 cm, etc.). Some artist release singles on records, a trend more common in musical subcultures.[3]
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 7-inch format




The most common form of the vinyl single is the 45 or 7-inch. The names are derived from its play speed, 45 rpm, and the standard diameter, 7 inches (18 cm).

The 7-inch 45 rpm record was released 31 March 1949 by RCA Victor[image: External link] as a smaller, more durable and higher- fidelity[image: External link] replacement for the 78 rpm[image: External link] shellac discs.[4] The first 45 rpm records were monaural[image: External link], with recordings on both sides of the disc. As stereo[image: External link] recordings became popular in the 1960s, almost all 45 rpm records were produced in stereo by the early 1970s. Columbia, which had released the 33 ⅓ rpm 12-inch vinyl LP in June 1948, also released 33 ⅓ rpm 7-inch vinyl singles in March 1949, but they were soon eclipsed by the RCA Victor 45. The first 45 rpm record created was "PeeWee the Piccolo" RCA Victor 47-0146 pressed 7 December 1948 at the Sherman Avenue plant in Indianapolis, R.O. Price, plant manager.[5] The first release of the 45 came in seven translucent colors, one for each type of music: dark blue 52-xxxx light classics series, light blue 51-xxxx international series, yellow 47-xxxx juvenile series, bright red (cerise) 50-xxxx blues/spiritual series, deep red 49-xxxx classical series, green (teal) 48-xxxx country series, and black 47 -xxxx popular series.[6]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 12-inch format




Although 7 inches remained the standard size for vinyl singles, 12-inch singles[image: External link] were introduced for use by DJs[image: External link] in discos[image: External link] in the 1970s. The longer playing time of these singles allowed the inclusion of extended dance mixes of tracks. In addition, the larger surface area of the 12-inch discs allowed for wider grooves (larger amplitude) and greater separation between grooves, the latter of which results in less cross-talk. Consequently, they "wore" better, and were less susceptible to scratches. The 12-inch single is still considered a standard format for dance music[image: External link], though its popularity has declined in recent years.
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 DVD single




A DVD single is a music single in the form of a DVD[image: External link].[7] The format was introduced in the late 1990s/early 2000s as a replacement for the VHS single[image: External link]. Although many record companies in the United States refused to issue CD singles[image: External link], they readily issued DVD singles, and some popular DVD singles include Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]'s "A Moment Like This[image: External link]", Jessica Simpson[image: External link]'s "With You[image: External link]", Beyoncé' "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" and Iron Maiden[image: External link]'s "Satellite 15... The Final Frontier[image: External link]". The DVD single never really caught on in the US[image: External link], but became very popular in other countries such as Japan. However, many popular acts in the US release their albums with a bonus disc featuring music videos or live performances, and behind-the-scenes footage. In the UK where up to 3 physical formats are eligible for the chart[image: External link], DVD singles are quite common (with the single available on DVD as well as CD and/or vinyl record[image: External link]). As with other single formats, DVD singles have a limited production run, often causing them to become collector's items.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Recording Industry Association of America certifications




According to Recording Industry Association of America[image: External link] (RIAA), a music video single is defined as 1-2 songs per video OR under 15 minutes running time. In 2003, the first certified platinum and gold music DVD singles were certified by the RIAA.[7] A DVD single with "Let Go" and "Sk8er Boi" by Avril Lavinge was certified platinum by the RIAA at this time, and a DVD single by Pink that had videos of "Family Portrait" and "Don't Get Me" were certified gold.[7]
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 Japan




Since around 2003 in Japan, it has become very common for an artist's singles and albums to be released both in the CD format and the CD+DVD format. The DVD comes in the same case as the CD and most of the time, there is similar but different cover art to differentiate the two. An example is Ayumi Hamasaki[image: External link]'s 2005 single " Fairyland[image: External link]". The CD+DVD format is more expensive (usually around ¥800 more for singles) and usually contains music videos, and sometimes a "making of" section or other bonus material. Japanese singer-songwriter Ayumi Hamasaki has been credited as the "creator of the CD+DVD format." Nowadays, the Japanese music conglomerate Hello! Project[image: External link] releases corresponding DVD singles for almost all of its CD single releases. The company calls them Single Vs[image: External link]. A Single V usually contains a music video for the title song plus several more of its versions and a making-of[image: External link]. The DVD singles are popular and chart in the generic Oricon[image: External link] DVD sales chart, due to non-existence of a separate DVD single ranking in Japan.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 United Kingdom




In the United Kingdom, McFly[image: External link] released a DVD single for their song "Please, Please" in 2006.[8]
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 United States




Noteworthy early DVD singles in the United States include:


	
Sly and Robbie[image: External link], "Superthruster" – 9 February 1999

	
Björk[image: External link], "All Is Full of Love[image: External link]" – 12 October 1999

	
Madonna[image: External link], " Music[image: External link]" – 5 September 2000. This was the first DVD single released by Warner Reprise Video[image: External link].[9]
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 Culture




The sales of singles are recorded in record charts[image: External link] in most countries in a Top 40[image: External link] format. These charts are often published in magazines and numerous television shows[image: External link] and radio[image: External link] programs count down the list. In order to be eligible for inclusion in the charts the single must meet the requirements set by the charting company, usually governing the number of songs and the total playing time of the single.

In popular music[image: External link], the commercial and artistic importance of the single (as compared to the EP[image: External link] or album[image: External link]) has varied over time, technological development, and according to the audience of particular artists and genres. Singles have generally been more important to artists who sell to the youngest purchasers of music (younger teenagers[image: External link] and pre-teens[image: External link]), who tend to have more limited financial resources. Perhaps the golden age of the single was on 45s[image: External link] in the 1950s to early 1960s in the early years of rock music[image: External link].[4] Starting in the mid-sixties, albums became a greater focus and more important as artists created albums of uniformly high quality and coherent themes, a trend which reached its apex in the development of the concept album[image: External link]. Over the 1990s and early 2000s, the single generally received less and less attention in the United States as albums, which on compact disc[image: External link] had virtually identical production and distribution costs but could be sold at a higher price, became most retailers' primary method of selling music. Singles continued to be produced in the UK and Australia, surviving the transition from compact disc to digital download.

The discontinuation of the single has been cited as a major marketing mistake by the record companies considering it eliminated an inexpensive recording format for young fans to use to become accustomed to purchasing music. In its place was the predominance of the album which alienated customers by the expense of purchasing an expensive format for only one or two songs of interest. This in turn encouraged interest in file sharing[image: External link] software on the internet[image: External link] like Napster[image: External link] for single recordings initially which began to seriously undercut the music recording market.[10]

Dance music[image: External link], however, has followed a different commercial pattern, and the single, especially the 12-inch vinyl single, remains a major method by which dance music is distributed.

Single sales in the United Kingdom reached an all-time low in January 2005, as the popularity of the compact disc was overtaken by the then-unofficial medium of the music download.[11] As a result, downloads were gradually introduced into the UK Singles Chart from April 2005 to January 2007. Sales gradually improved in the following years, reaching a record high in 2008 and that further being overtaken in 2009, 2010 and 2011.[12] Portable audio players, which make it extremely easy to load and play songs from many different artists, are claimed to be a major factor behind this trend.

A related development has been the popularity of mobile phone ringtones[image: External link] based on pop singles (on some modern phones, the actual single can be used as a ringtone). In September 2007, Sony BMG[image: External link] announced they would introduce a new type of CD single, called "ringles", for the 2007 holiday season. The format included three songs by an artist, plus a ringtone accessible from the user's computer. Sony announced plans to release 50 ringles in October and November, while Universal Music Group expected to release somewhere between 10 and 20 titles.[13]

In a reversal of this trend, a single has been released based on a ringtone itself. The Crazy Frog[image: External link] ringtone, which was a cult hit in Europe in 2004, was released as a mashup[image: External link] with "Axel F[image: External link]" in June 2005 amid a massive publicity campaign and subsequently hit #1 on the UK charts.

The term "single" is sometimes regarded as a misnomer since one record usually has 2 songs on it, when considering the "A" and "B" sides[image: External link]. In 1982, CBS marketed one-sided singles at a lower price than two-sided singles.[14]

On 17 April 2005, Official UK Singles Chart[image: External link] added the download format to the existing physical CD singles. Selling on downloads alone Gnarls Barkley[image: External link] was the first act to reach No.1 in April 2006. It was released physically the following week. On 1 January 2007 digital downloads (including unbundled album tracks[15][16]) became eligible from the point of release, without the need for an accompanying physical.[17]
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Purple Pebble Pictures






Purple Pebble Pictures (PPP) is a film production company established by actor and producer Priyanka Chopra. It is located in Mumbai[image: External link], Maharastra[image: External link], India. The company aims on producing small budget films and promoting new talent such as writers, actors, directors, and technicians.

In 2016, the company produced the critically acclaimed comedy-drama Ventilator, which won three National Film Awards.
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 History




Purple Pebble Pictures was founded by Priyanka Chopra. The company ventured into films, television, and AD films.[2] Chopra had always wanted to produce films but had been waiting for right time due to her immensely busy schedule. In May 2014, it was reported that she would be co-producing Madhur Bhandarkar's political drama Madamji, a film she had signed earlier that year to star in.[3] It was confirmed in August 2014 that Chopra indeed will be producing the film.[4] However, the film was postponed to an unknown date due to full season extension of Chopra's American television series Quantico. She said "Madamji is on hold and this film is very close to my heart. For this film, I have to give 70 days for shoot but since my show got extended, I couldn’t do it. Hopefully, someday I will make it. But right now I am not doing it."[5]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Production ventures




The company released its first project in 2016, the mobile series It's My City, a sitcom about four girls living in an apartment owned by Priyanka Chopra. Co-produced with Endemol Shine India[image: External link], it guest starred[image: External link] Chopra as herself (an official landlady, unofficial guardian and protective friend to the girls).[6] The company next produced a Bhojpuri[image: External link] film entitled Bam Bam Bol Raha Hai Kashi[image: External link][7], which was released in January 2016.

The company next produced the Marathi film Ventilator, which was released on 4 November 2016.[8][9][10] The film featured an ensemble cast of more than 100 actors from Marathi cinema and theatre[image: External link] background including Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link], and Jitendra Joshi[image: External link].[8] Written and directed by Rajesh Mapuskar[image: External link], the film tells the story of a joint family whose eldest and the most respected member is hospitalised before the Ganesh Chaturthi festival. The film received critical acclaim and performed well at the box office.[8][11] The film also won several accolades, including three awards at the 64th National Film Awards: Best Director[image: External link] for Mapuskar, Best Editing[image: External link] and Best Sound Mixing[image: External link].

A Punjabi[image: External link] film Sarvann[image: External link] starring Amrinder Gill[image: External link] was released in January 2017.[12]
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 Upcoming projects




Purple Pebble Pictures has several projects at the various stages of production. A Marathi film Kay Re Rascalaa began photography in January 2017.[13] The company will be also producing three Children's films[image: External link]— the Sikkimese[image: External link] film Pahuna, the Konkani[image: External link] film Little Joe, Kaha Ho? and their first Hindi[image: External link] film Almaseer— all of which will be directed by female directors.[14] Chopra has also signed Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury to direct a Hindi film, which she will be headlining.[15] In addition, the company is set to produce two Bengali[image: External link] films— Brishtir Oppekhyayy and Bus Stop E Keu Nei.[16] The company is also producing a Bengali-Marathi bilingual film, Nalini, which is based on the romance between Rabindranath Tagore[image: External link] and Atmaram Pandurang[image: External link]'s daughter Annapurna.[17]
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 Films






	Year
	Title
	Director(s)
	Language
	Notes



	2016
	Bam Bam Bol Raha Hai Kashi[image: External link]
	Santosh Mishra
	Bhojpuri[image: External link]
	



	Ventilator
	Rajesh Mapuskar
	Marathi
	National Film Award for Best Director[image: External link][18]

National Film Award for Best Editing[image: External link][18]

National Film Award for Best Sound Mixing[image: External link][18]



	2017
	Sarvann[image: External link]
	Karaan Guliani
	Punjabi[image: External link]
	



	Kay Re Rascalaa
	I Giridhiran
	Marathi
	In production



	Pahuna - The Little Visitors[19]
	Pakhi Tyrewala[image: External link]
	Sikkimese
	In production
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 Television






	Title
	Year
	Notes
	Ref.



	It's My City
	2016
	Co-production with Endemol Shine India[image: External link]
	[6]
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Marathi Cinema






Not to be confused with Bollywood.



	Marathi Cinema



	
No. of screens[image: External link]

	Approx 500 in Maharashtra[image: External link] state of India.[1]




	Main distributors
	
Mumbai Film Company[image: External link]

Essel Vision Productions[image: External link]

Everest Entertainment




	Produced feature films (2016)[2]




	Total
	181



	Gross box office (2016)[3]




	National films
	
India: ₹200 crore (US$31 million)






	Indian cinema[image: External link]
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	Hindi (Bollywood)
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	Odia[image: External link]

	Punjabi[image: External link]

	Rajasthani[image: External link]

	
South Indian[image: External link]

	Badaga[image: External link]

	Kannada[image: External link]

	Malayalam[image: External link]

	Tamil

	Telugu[image: External link]

	Tulu[image: External link]
















	Part of a series[image: External link] on the



	Culture of Maharashtra[image: External link]



	

History[image: External link]



	History of Maharashtra[image: External link]

	Aurangabad[image: External link]

	Mumbai[image: External link]

	Nagpur[image: External link]

	Nashik[image: External link]

	Pune[image: External link]











	

People



	Marathi people

	List of Marathi people[image: External link]











	

Languages



	Script[image: External link]

	Dialects

	Vocabulary

	Grammar[image: External link]

	Marathi language movement











	

Traditions



	Marathi wedding

	Marathi Hindu wedding











	

Cuisine[image: External link]



	Marathi cuisine[image: External link]



Rice


	Basmati[image: External link]

	Khichdi[image: External link]



Bread


	Luchi[image: External link]

	Bakarkhani[image: External link]



Fish


	Muri ghanto[image: External link]



Sweets


	Shrikhand[image: External link]



Snacks


	Pohe[image: External link]

	Khichadi[image: External link]

	Sauce

	Raita[image: External link]











	Religion[image: External link]



	

Art



	Maharashtra School of Art

	Kalighat painting[image: External link]











	

Literature[image: External link]

Genres

	Poetry[image: External link]

	Novels

	Science fiction

	Folk literature

	Tarja[image: External link]
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	Lathi Khela[image: External link]

	Chaturaṅga[image: External link]

	Kho kho[image: External link]
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Marathi cinema refers to Indian films produced in Marathi[image: External link], the language of the state of Maharashtra[image: External link], India. Based in old Mumbai[image: External link], it is the oldest and one of the pioneer film industries of India. The first Marathi film to be released in India was Shree Pundalik by Dadasaheb Torne[image: External link] on 18 May 1912 at Coronation Cinematograph, Mumbai.[4][5] and a Marathi crew who were performing Marathi and Sanskrit Sangeet natikas (musicals) and plays in Marathi at that period. The first Marathi talkie film, Ayodhyecha Raja[image: External link],[6] was released in 1932, just one year after Alam Ara[image: External link] the first Hindi talkie. Although the industry is much smaller than the large market driven Hindi cinema[image: External link] based in Mumbai[image: External link], Marathi cinema is tax free, and is experiencing growth in recent years. Raja Harishchandra[image: External link], directed by Dadasaheb Phalke[image: External link], was a Marathi film, now known as India's first full-length feature, released in 1913. The Dadasaheb Phalke Award[image: External link] is India's highest award in cinema given annually by the Government of India for lifetime contribution to Indian cinema[image: External link].
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 Silent movies period




Marathi cinema is the oldest form of Indian cinema. The first Marathi movie released in India was Shree Pundalik by Dadasaheb Torne[image: External link] on 18 May 1912 at Coronation Cinematograph, Mumbai.[7]

Dadasaheb Phalke[image: External link] is known as the first pioneer and founder of cinema in pre-Independence India. He brought the revolution of moving images to India with his first indigenously made film Raja Harishchandra[image: External link] in 1913, which is considered by IFFI[image: External link] and NIFD as part of Marathi cinema as it was made by a Marathi dialogues while shooting and fully Marathi crew.[8] Kolhapur in Western Maharashtra was another centre of active film production in the twenties. In 1919 Baburao Mistry[image: External link] — popularly known as Baburao Painter — formed the Maharashtra Film Company[image: External link] with the blessings of the Maharaja of Kolhapur and released the first significant historical Sairandhari (1920) with Balasheb Pawar, Kamala Devi and Zunzarrao Pawar in stellar roles. Because of his special interest in sets, costumes, design and painting, he chose episodes from Maratha history for interpreting in the new medium and specialised in the historical genre.[9] Baburao Painter made many silent movies till 1930. However, after a few more silent films, the Maharashtra Film Company[image: External link] pulled down its shutters with the advent of sound. Baburao was not particularly keen on the talkies for he believed that they would destroy the visual culture so painfully evolved over the years.[10]
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 After advent of sound




As cinema grew in Union of India, major production houses rose and one of them was again a company owned wholly by Maharashtrians[image: External link], the Prabhat Film Company[image: External link]. Prabhat's Sant Tukaram was the first Indian work to win the Best Film Award at the Venice film festival in 1937.[11] In 1954 at the very first edition of the National Awards, Shyamchi Aai[image: External link] another Marathi film, won the first President's Gold Medal for Cinema. It was directed by Acharya P K Atre[image: External link], and it was an adaptation of the eponymous novel by Sane Guruji.[12]
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 The Golden era




Marathi cinema was in its full bloom by this time with the advent of greats like V. Shantaram[image: External link], Master Vinayak[image: External link], Bhalji Pendharkar[image: External link], Acharya Atre[image: External link], followed by Raja Paranjpe[image: External link], Jyotiram,sonal and mumtaz, Dinkar D Patil, G. D. Madgulkar[image: External link], Sudhir Phadke[image: External link]. The 1960s saw the emergence of directors like Anant Mane who made Marathi films based on the folk art form Tamasha[image: External link].[13] Then came directors like Datta Dharmadhikari and Raj Dutt who made traditional family dramas. The early 70s saw the advent of Dada Kondke[image: External link] who captured the audiences with his sense of humour. He went on to create satirical, pun-ridden films often including social and political commentary, many of which became cult classics[image: External link]. By this time Marathi cinema was caught in either the Tamasha[image: External link] genre or tragedies revolving around traditional family dramas on one side and the comedies of Dada Kondke[image: External link].[14]
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 1980s




The 1980s saw two comedy heroes catapult to stardom, Ashok Saraf[image: External link] and Laxmikant Berde[image: External link]. Around the mid-80s two young actors donned the director's mantle: Mahesh Kothare[image: External link] and Sachin Pilgaonkar[image: External link]. Pilgaonkar[image: External link] directed Navri Mile Navryala and around the same time Mahesh Kothare directed Dhumdhadaka. Pilgaonkar[image: External link]'s film was a box-office hit while Mahesh Kothare's became a mega hit at the box-office, became a trend-setter, and brought young audiences to Marathi cinema. Mahesh Kothare went on to make comedy films that became major hits. He made the first Marathi film shot on the anamorphic format (Cinemascope) — Dhadakebaaz. He brought a number of innovations in the technical quality of Marathi films and was the first to bring Dolby Digital[image: External link] sound to Marathi cinema with Chimni Pakhara. He made the first Marathi film with Digital Special Effects, Pachadlela[image: External link], in 2004. He also made first marathi movie in 3D[image: External link] Zapatlela 2[image: External link], in 2013. The 3D of this film was highly appreciated and technically this film was extremely well made. This film also went on to become a blockbuster. Currently Mahesh Kothare is working on Zapatlela 3. This for the first time that a franchise has emerged in Marathi cinema.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Reasons for the decline of Marathi cinema




While the theatre of Maharashtra[image: External link] earned recognition at the national level, the cinema failed to make a mark. A major reason was the proximity to the production centre of Hindi cinema (Bollywood), which encroached on the identity of Marathi cinema. Other reasons include the shortage of cinema halls for distribution due to poor marketing, lack of money magnets, a vibrant theatre scene and the emergence of private television. It also lacked the powerful lobby at the national level unlike Bengali and South Indian cinema because state congress (ruling party over 40 years) encouraged Hindi cinema for profit mainly; the regional film industrial advantage being soaked up by Bollywood.[12]
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 Revival: Marathi New Wave




In past few years, the Marathi cinema industry has produced many films that are not only critically acclaimed but commercially successful as well. It has brought fresh ideas, untouched subjects and deeper human sensitivity on the celluloid.

Acclaimed director Dr Jabbar Patel[image: External link] explains the reasons behind the change, "The kind of Marathi cinema that is being made today is very fresh and different. This is thanks to directors and writers getting exposed to world cinema via television, film festivals etc. They are coming up with new storylines and innovative concepts."

Actor Mrinal Kulkarni[image: External link] remarks, "There is a lot of content and variety in Marathi films. A lot of bold subjects have been handled well by them. They carry a lot of substance." But, she adds, "We need to start watching a lot more Marathi films. Until we see the films ourselves, we will never be able to appreciate them when they are sent to the Oscars[image: External link]."

With outstanding contribution and efforts from different producers and directors of the Mumbai film industry, Marathi cinema relatively outshined other Indian film industries such as Bollywood in the first quarter of 2010 in box office collections and critical appreciation.[15]
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 Contemporary




Marathi cinema received critical acclaim in 2004 with the film Shwaas[image: External link] winning the Golden Lotus National Award.[16] It was India's official entry to the 77th Academy Awards. It won the President's medal for best film, beating Bollywood's prolific output with quality.[17] Shwaas was the second Marathi film to win the President's Medal after Shyamchi Aai[image: External link] (1950).

The Maharashtra[image: External link] state government has begun to issue grants to Marathi film (between 1.5 million and 3.0 million rupees). After the success of Shwaas, Indian media players like Shringar Films and Zee Telefilms are exhibiting a re-emerging interest in Marathi cinema. The growing popularity of Marathi television (notably Zee Marathi[image: External link] and ETV Marathi[image: External link]) has helped to popularize older Marathi cinema and promote the genre. Zee Talkies[image: External link], a 24-hour channel dedicated to Marathi movies, has been introduced.

In 2009, Marathi film Harishchandrachi Factory[image: External link] (with a budget of Rs. 6 crore), depicting the struggle of Dadasaheb Phalke[image: External link] in making Raja Harishchandra[image: External link] in 1913, India's first feature film, directed by theatre-veteran Paresh Mokashi[image: External link] was selected as India's official entry to Academy Award[image: External link] in the Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link] category, making it the second Marathi film, after Shwaas[image: External link], to receive this honour.[18][19][20]

2009 saw the blockbuster musical movie Natarang[image: External link], which both commercial and critical applause and has served as a path-breaking movie for Marathi cinema.

Since the new decade beginning in 2010, several contemporary Marathi artistic films released including Umesh Vinayak Kulkarni[image: External link]'s Vihir[image: External link] and Deool[image: External link], and Nagraj Manjule[image: External link]'s Fandry[image: External link]. They have given a new direction to Marathi films.

Deool[image: External link] became the third movie after Shyaamchi Aai and Shwaas to win the National Film Award for Best Feature Film[image: External link]
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 Filmfare Awards






	Production Year
	Film
	Director
	Actor
	Actress
	Music



	1943
	Chhattrapati Shivaji
	
	Suryakant
	 
	 



	1947
	Ganimi Kawa
	
	Suryakant
	 
	 



	1951
	Swarajyacha Shiledar
	
	Suryakant
	 
	 



	1956
	Pavan Khind
	
	Suryakant
	 
	 



	1959
	Sangte Aika
	
	Suryakant
	 
	 



	1965
	Sadhi Mansa
	
	Suryakant
	 
	 



	1966
	Malhari Martand
	
	Suryakant
	 
	 



	1963
	Maza Hoshil Ka
	L.B.Thakur
	Damien koopt kaasbij de kerstman
	 
	 



	1964
	Sant Nivrutti dnyandev
	Vinayak Sarasvate & Bal Chavan
	 
	 
	 



	1965
	Lakshmi Aali Ghara
	Madhav Shinde
	 
	 
	 



	1966
	Gurukilli
	Raja Paranjpe
	 
	 
	 



	1967
	Pawnakanthcha Dhondi
	Vinayak Thakur
	 
	 
	 



	1968
	Ekti
	G. Chaugule
	 
	 
	 



	1969
	Jiwhala
	Atmaram
	 
	 
	 



	1970
	Apradh
	Sharad Pilgaonkar
	  Ramesh Deo
	 
	 



	1971
	Shantata! Court Chaloo Ahe
	Satyadev Dubey[image: External link] & Govind Nihalani[image: External link]
	 
	 
	 



	1972
	Kunku Mazhe Bhagyache
	Pradeep eknath nehete
	 
	 
	 



	1973
	Andhala Marto Dola
	Dada Kondke[image: External link]
	 
	 
	 



	1974
	Sugandhi Katta
	Not Awarded
	Shreeram Lagoo[image: External link] (Sugandhi Katta)
	Sarla Yevlekar (Sugandhi Katta)
	 



	1975
	Samna[image: External link]
	Jabbar Patel[image: External link] (Samna)
	Shreeram Lagoo[image: External link] (Samna)
	Sandhya (Chandanachi Choli Ang Ang Jali)
	 



	1976
	Aaram Haram Aahe[image: External link]
	Vasant Joglekar (Ha Khel Saavlyancha)
	Ravindra Mahajani (Zunj)
	Asha Kale[image: External link] (Ha Khel Saavlyancha)
	 



	1977
	Naon Mothan Lakshan Khotan
	Murlidhar Kapdi (Naon Mothan Lakshan Khotan)
	Shreeram Lagoo[image: External link] (Bhingree)
	Usha Chavan (Naon Mothan Lakshan Khotan)
	 



	1978
	Devki Nandan Gopala
	Jabbar Patel[image: External link] (Jait Re Jait)
	Yashwant Dutt (Bhairu Pahilwan Ki Jai)
	Smita Patil (Jait Re Jait)
	 



	1979
	Sinhasan
	Jabbar Patel[image: External link] (Sinhasan)
	Sachin[image: External link] (Ashtavinayak)
	Ranjana[image: External link] (Sushila)
	 



	1980
	22 June 1897
	Jayu & Nachiket Patwardhan (22 June 1897)
	Nilu Phule[image: External link] (Sahkar Samrat)
	Usha Chavan (Ran Pakhre)
	 



	1981
	Umbartha[image: External link]
	Jabbar Patel[image: External link] ( Umbartha[image: External link])
	Girish Karnad[image: External link] (Akriet)
	Smita Patil ( Umbartha[image: External link])
	 



	1982
	Shapit
	Raj Dutt & Arvind Deshpande (Shapit)
	Ashok Saraf[image: External link] (Gondhalat Gondhal)
	Madhu Kambikar (Shapit)
	 



	1983
	Gupchup Gupchup
	V. K. Naik (Gupchup Gupchup)
	Ashok Saraf[image: External link] (Goshta Dhamal Namyachi)
	Ranjana[image: External link] (Savitri)
	 



	1984
	Lek Chalali Saasarla
	N. S. Vaidya (Lek Chalali Saasarla)
	Laxmikant Berde[image: External link]
	Supriya Sabnis (Navri Mile Navryala)
	 



	1985
	Dhoom Dhadaka
	Mahesh Kothare (Dhoom Dhadaka)
	Laxmikant Berde[image: External link]
	 ??
	 



	1994
	Vazir
	Sanjay Rawal (Vazir)
	Vikram Gokhale[image: External link] (Vazir)
	Sukanya Kulkarni (Varsa Laxmicha)
	Shridhar Phadke[image: External link] (Varsa Laxmicha)



	1995
	Aai
	Mahesh Manjrekar[image: External link] (Aai)
	Sayaji Shinde (Aboli)
	Renuka Shahane[image: External link] (Aboli)
	Anand Modak[image: External link] (Mukta)



	1996
	Putravati
	Nichiket & Jayoo Patwardhan (Limited Manuski)
	Ashok Saraf[image: External link] (Soona Yeti Ghara)
	Sonali Kulkarni[image: External link] ( Doghi[image: External link])
	Shridhar Phadke[image: External link] (Putravati)



	1997
	Bangarwadi
	Amol Palekar[image: External link] (Bangarwadi)
	Mohan Joshi (Rao Saheb)
	Sukanya Kulkarni (Sarkarnama)
	Anand Modak[image: External link] (Sarkarnama)



	1998
	Tu Tithe Mee[image: External link]
	Sanjay Surkar[image: External link] (Tu Tithe Mee)
	Mohan Joshi (Tu Tithe Mee)
	Suhas Joshi[image: External link] (Tu Tithe Mee)
	Anand Modak[image: External link] (Tu Tithe Mee)



	1999
	Bindhaast[image: External link]
	Chandrakant Kulkarni[image: External link] (Bindhaast)
	Dilip Prabhavalkar[image: External link] (Ratra Aarambh)
	Sharvari Jamenis (Bindhast)
	Shridhar Phadke[image: External link] (Lekru)
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 Maharashtra State Awards




Main article: Maharashtra State Film Awards[image: External link]




	Production Year
	Best Film 1
	Best Film 2
	Best Film 3



	1962
	Prapanch (Madhukar Pathak)
	Suvaasini (Raja Paranjpe)
	Shaahir Parshuraam (Anant Mane)



	1963
	Ranglyaa Raatri Ashyaa (Raja Thakur[image: External link])
	Ha Maazaa Marg Ekla (Raja Paranjpe)
	Phakir (Chandrashekhar)



	1964
	Chhotaa Jawaan, Paathlaag (Ram Gabale, Raja Paranjpye)
	Pahu Re Kiti Vaat (Raja Thakur[image: External link])
	Thoraataanchi Kamalaa (Madhu Shinde)



	1965
	Vaawtal (Shantaram Aathavale)
	Sawaal Majha Aika![image: External link] (Anant Mane)
	Third award not given



	1966
	Saadhi Maanse (Bhalji Pendharkar)
	Kelaa Ishara Jaataa Jaataa (Anant Mane)
	Shewatchaa Maalusaraa (Vasant Joglekar)



	1967
	Santh Vaahate Krushnaamaai (Madhukar Pathak)
	Kaakaa Malaa Waachwaa (Raja Paranjpe)
	Swapna Tech Lochani (Chandrawadan)



	1968
	Gharchi Raani (Rajdatt)
	Aamhi Jaato Aamuchyaa Gaawaa (Kamalakar Torne)
	Ekti (Raja Thakur[image: External link])



	1969
	Apraadh (Rajdatt)
	Mukkaam Post Dhebewaadi (Madhukar Paathak)
	Dharmkanyaa (Maadhav Shinde)



	1970
	Mumbaicha Jawai (Raja Thakur[image: External link])
	Warnecha Wagh (Vasant Painter)
	Laxmanresha (Manshav Shinde)



	1971
	Gharkul (Raja Thakur)
	Shantata Court Chalu Aahe (Satyadev Dubey[image: External link])
	Dohni Gharcha Pahuna, Songadya (Garjanan Jagirdar, Govind Kulkarni)



	1972
	Jawai Vikat Ghene Aahe (Raja Thakur)
	Bholibhabdi (Rajdutt)
	Aandla Marto Dola (Dinesh)



	1973
	Sugandhi Katha (Vasant Painter)
	Kartiki (Datta Mane)
	Ashi Hi Sataryadi (Murlidhar Kapadi)



	1974
	Pandu Hawaldar (Dada Kondke[image: External link])
	Saamna (Dr. Jabbar Patel[image: External link])
	Bayanno Naure Sambhala (Dattatry Kulkarni)



	1975
	Charicha Mamla (Babsaheb Phattelal)
	Tumch Aamch Jamle (Dada Kondke[image: External link])
	Pahuni (Anant Mane)



	1976
	Phrari (V. Ravindra)
	Bala Gau Kashi Aangai (Kamlakar Torne)
	Naav Motha Lakshan Khota (Murlidhar Kapadi)



	1977
	Devkinandan Gopala (Rajdutt)
	Bhairu Phehelwan Ki Jai (Kamlakar Torne)
	Jait Re Jait (Dr. Jabbar Patel[image: External link])



	1978
	Janki (Vasant Joglekar)
	Ashtavinayak (Rajdutt)
	Bot Lavin Tithe Gudgulaya (Dada Kondke[image: External link])



	1979
	22 June 1897 (Nechiket and Jayu Patwardhan)
	Sinhasan (Dr. Jabbar Patel[image: External link])
	Paij (Babasaheb Phattelal)



	1980
	Umbartha[image: External link] (Dr. Jabbar Patel[image: External link])
	Gondhlat Gondhal (V.K. Naik)
	Aakrit (Amol Palekar[image: External link])



	1981
	Shapit (Rajdutt and Arvind Deshpande)
	Ek Dav Bhootacha (Ravi Namade)
	Aali Angawar (Dada Kondke[image: External link])



	1982
	Raghu-Maina (Rajdutt)
	Goopchoop Goopchoop (V.K. Naik)
	Thorli Jau (Kamlakar Torne)



	1983
	Hech Mazhe Maher (Rajdutt)
	Thkas Mahathak (Raja Bargir), Mumbaicha Phoujdar (Rajdutt) (Divided)
	Bahurupi (Satish Randive)



	1984
	Ardhangi (Rajadutt)
	Deva Shapath Kharan Sangen (Bhaskar Jadhav)
	Stridhan (Babasaheb Phattelal)



	1985
	Pudhcha Paul (Rajdutt)
	Tuzhyavdachun Karmena (Damu Kenkare)
	Aaj Zale Mukt Me (Rajdutt)



	1986
	Prem Karuyaa Khullam Khullaa (Girish Ghanekar)
	Gammat Jammat ( Sachin[image: External link])
	Khatyaal Saasoo Naathaal Soon (N.S. Vaidya)



	1987
	Ashi Hi Banwaa Banwi ( Sachin[image: External link])
	Nashibwaan (N.S. Vaidya)
	Rangat Sangat (Girish Ghanekar)



	1988
	Kalat Nakalat (Kanchan Nayak)
	Aatmavishwaas ( Sachin[image: External link])
	Hamaal De Dhamaal (Purushottam Berde)



	1989
	Aaghat (Ramakant Kavthekar)
	Ekaapekshaa Ek ( Sachin[image: External link])
	Kooldeepak (N.S. Vaidya)



	1990
	Chaukat Raja[image: External link] (Sanjay Surkar)
	Vedh (Pradip Berlekar)
	Anapekshit (Sanjiv Naik)



	1991
	Ek Hotaa Vidushak (Dr. Jabbar Patel[image: External link])
	Aapli Maanasa (Sanjay Surkar)
	Wajwaa Re Wajwaa (Girish Ghanekar)



	1992
	Vajir (Sanjay Rawal)
	Sawat Maazi Laadki (Smita Talwalkar[image: External link])
	Lapandaaw (Shravani Devdhar)



	1993
	Muktaa (Dr. Jabbar Patel[image: External link])
	Waarsaa Lakshmichaa (Madhukar Pathak)
	Maazaa Chhakulaa (Mahesh Kothare)



	1994
	Doghi (Sumitra Bhave[image: External link])
	Baangarwaadi (Amol Palekar[image: External link])
	Abolee (Amol Shedge)



	1995
	Raosaaheb (Sanjay Surkar)
	Putrawati (Bhaskar Jadhav)
	Sunaa Yeti Gharaa (A. Radhaswani)



	1999
	Gaabhaaraa (N.F.D)
	Gharaabaaher (Suyog Chitra)
	Bindhaast (Devyani Movies--)




Nowadays Marathi movies have been listed at lots of International Film Festival and All lights Film Services, which provides a platform for such movies and the film makers to know big in the world film industry.All Lights Film Services [21] provided platform for various famous Marathi Films such as PINKY – Ek Sathyakatha, Kapus Kondyachi Goshta[image: External link],Hou De Jarasa Ushir, Sopanchi Aye Bahina Bhai,Touring Talkies,Langar to almost all leading International Festivals across the world including Oscar.
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 Highest Grossing Marathi Films






	Movie
	Year
	Studio(s)
	Worldwide Gross
	ref(s)



	Sairat[image: External link]
	2016
	Aatpat Production[image: External link], Essel Vision Productions[image: External link]
	₹102 crore (US$16 million)
	[22]



	Natsamrat[image: External link]
	2016
	
	₹48 crore (US$7.5 million)
	[23]



	Lai Bhaari[image: External link]
	2014
	Mumbai Film Company[image: External link]
	₹40 crore (US$6.2 million)
	[23]



	Timepass 2[image: External link] l/ll
	2015
	Essel Vision Productions[image: External link]
	₹40 crore (US$6.2 million)
	[24]



	Timepass[image: External link]
	2014
	Zee Talkies[image: External link]
	₹32 crore (US$5.0 million)
	[25]



	Duniyadari[image: External link]
	2013
	Dreaming 24/7 Productions
	₹33 crore (US$5.1 million)
	[26]



	Katyar Kaljat Ghusali[image: External link]
	2015
	
	₹40 crore (US$6.2 million)
	



	Me Shivajiraje Bhosale Boltoy[image: External link]
	2009
	Everest Entertainment
	₹25.5 crore (US$4.0 million)
	[27]



	Mumbai Pune Mumbai 2[image: External link]
	2015
	
	₹18 crore (US$2.8 million)
	[28]



	Deool Band[image: External link]
	2015
	
	₹15 crore (US$2.3 million)
	



	Daagdi Chaawl[image: External link]
	2015
	
	₹10 crore (US$1.6 million)
	



	Kaksparsh[image: External link]
	2012
	Zee Talkies[image: External link]
	₹14 crore (US$2.2 million)
	[29]



	Dr. Prakash Baba Amte - The Real Hero[image: External link]
	2014
	Essel Vision Productions[image: External link]
	₹12 crore (US$1.9 million)
	[30]



	Natarang[image: External link]
	2010
	Zee Talkies[image: External link]
	₹12 crore (US$1.9 million)
	[31]



	Balak-Palak[image: External link]
	2013
	Mumbai Film Company[image: External link]
	₹12 crore (US$1.9 million)
	[32]
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 National Film Awards




Main article: National Film Award for Best Feature Film in Marathi[image: External link]
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 Further reading





	
Marathi Cinema: In Retrospect, by Sanjit Narwekar. Maharashtra Film, Stage & Cultural Development Corp., 1995.
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Ventilator (film)






Ventilator is a 2016 Indian Marathi language comedy-drama film written and directed by Rajesh Mapuskar[image: External link] and produced by Priyanka Chopra under her production company Purple Pebble Pictures. Led by Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link], the film features an ensemble cast of more than 100 actors including Jitendra Joshi[image: External link], Sulabha Arya, Sukanya Kulkarni- Mone[image: External link], Viju Khote[image: External link], Achyut Potdar[image: External link], Usha Nadkarni[image: External link], Swati Chitnis[image: External link] and Deepak Shirke[image: External link], among others. The film tells the story of a joint family whose eldest and the most respected person goes into a coma few days before the Ganesh Chaturthi festival.

The film had its world premiere at the 18th Mumbai Film Festival[image: External link] on 24 October 2016 and was released on 4 November 2016 in few selected cities across India. Ventilator has received critical acclaim from critics upon its release.[3][4] The film has collected ₹25 crore (US$3.9 million) in ten days at the box-office and has been declared a commercial success.[5] The film won three awards at the 64th National Film Awards: Best Director[image: External link] for Mapuskar, Best Editing[image: External link] and Best Sound Mixing[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




The film tells the story of a joint family whose eldest and most respected person, Gajju Kaka, goes into a coma few days before the Ganesh Chaturthi festival. His demise during an auspicious festival would mean a period of mourning, which would ruin the festive plans and celebrations. Everyone from family and neighbourhood visits Gajju Kaka at the hospital, praying for his speedy recovery, each one having their own reasons for it.
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 Cast






	
Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link] as Raja Kamerkar

	
Jitendra Joshi[image: External link] as Prasanna Kamerkar

	Sulabha Arya as Manda (Prasanna’s Mother)

	
Sukanya Kulkarni- Mone[image: External link] as Sarika (Prasanna's Sister)

	
Viju Khote[image: External link] as Shirish Appa

	Sanjiv Shah

	Nilesh Divekar

	
Kirti Adarkar[image: External link] as Lata.

	Rahul Solapurkar[image: External link]

	Shashank Shende[image: External link]

	Achyut Potdar[image: External link]

	
Usha Nadkarni[image: External link] as Akka

	Nikhil Ratnaparkhi as Pritam

	
Swati Chitnis[image: External link] as Indu

	
Satish Alekar[image: External link] as Bhau ( Raja's father)

	
Deepak Shirke[image: External link] as Aatma Dhadke

	
Boman Irani[image: External link] as Dr. Shroff

	
Priyanka Chopra as Herself
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 Production




The film is produced by Priyanka Chopra under her production company Purple Pebble Pictures and is directed by Rajesh Mapuskar[image: External link]. The films stars Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link] and Jitendra Joshi[image: External link] along with an ensemble cast of 116 actors from the Marathi cinema and theater background. The filming began on 10 February 2016.[6][7]

The idea for the movie came to director Rajesh Mapuskar[image: External link]'s mind when a family member of his was hospitalised and put on a medical ventilator[image: External link] and he also happen to knew other people who were put on the same. According to the director, the word "ventilator" became a part of his daily life and he began to follow the stories of the people who were going through medical treatment.[8] He said "Relatives were also trying to treat life with humour in the face of death. That’s how the story was born in my mind, and I began to write it." After completing the script of Ventilator, he approached several filmmakers, who thought it to be "a great script" but were sceptical to produce. He revealed that the people even tried to discourage him from making it in Marathi, since his debut film Ferrari Ki Sawaari[image: External link] (2013) was in Hindi.[8] They thought going from Hindi to Marathi would be a downgrade. However, he was confident that the film would be a Marathi production. He said "It makes economic sense to make the film in Marathi, where better scripts are accepted and projects are wrapped up in record time."[8]

At the same time Priyanka Chopra set up her production company Purple Pebble Pictures and was looking for content-driven regional cinema scripts. After reading the script, Priyanka Chopra was impressed and immediately agreed to produce the film under her production company. Rajesh Mapuskar said "With her as producer, it also meant a large market for the film."[8] When the director approached Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link] with the script, he assumed Rajesh wanted him to produce the film. However, despite liking the script, he declined after learning that he wanted him to act. Ashutosh Gowariker, who had last acted in a film 18 years ago, was shocked on the idea of returning to acting after so many years.[9] Adittionally, he was busy with his own directorial venture at the time. After six months, Rajesh Mapuskar again approached him. A surprised Ashutosh Gowariker insisted on for an audition so that he could get rejected. However, after getting a phone call from Priyanka Chopra, who insisted he do the film, he finally agreed.[9]
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 Release




The first poster of the film was unveiled by Priyanka Chopra on 31 August 2016 through her Instagram[image: External link] account.[10] Between 7 October 2016 to 11 October 2016, two teaser trailers were released.[11][12] Following the teasers release, the official trailer was released on 18 October 2016.[13] Ventilator premiered at the 18th Mumbai Film Festival[image: External link] on 24 October 2016.[14] Priyanka Chopra recorded a soulful song called "Baba" and featured in its music video which was used for the promotions of the film.[15] Ventilator was released on 4 November 2016 accompanied by English subtitles in Maharashtra[image: External link], Gujarat[image: External link], Goa[image: External link], Madhya Pradesh[image: External link], Delhi, Karnataka[image: External link], Andhra Pradesh[image: External link] and Telangana[image: External link].[16][17]
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 Critical reception




Ventilator has received critical acclaim from critics. Filmfare magazine gave 4 stars out of 5 and said "Ventilator is one of the most honest and emotional films of the year. It’s a Marathi film worth treasuring. It’s an Indian film worth celebrating."[3] The Times of India also gave the film 4 stars out of 5 and wrote "The list of must-watch Marathi films of recent times just registered an addition in the form of 'Ventilator'. This Priyanka Chopra production is a beautiful journey of relationships, emotions, misunderstandings and priorities that are a part of many families."[4] ABP Majha[image: External link] also gave the film a rating of 4 stars out of 5.[18] Rediff.com gave the film 3.5 out of 5 calling the film "a refreshing family drama".[19] Mumbai Mirror[image: External link] gave a rating of 3.5 stars out of 5 and said "Rajesh Mapuskar handholds this one carefully, trying his best to contain the story and characters from stretching the limits of exaggeration. While he largely succeeds, he should be credited for elaborately examining the unexpressed emotions in relationships — and doing so amidst the cacophony of various other parallel tracks — without allowing either to shadow the other."[20]

India-West awarded the film a 4 stars out of 5 and wrote that with its subtle as well as biting satire, the film grabs your emotional plexus and makes you love and cherish life and your loved ones all over again.[21] Hindustan Times gave a rating of 3.5 stars out of 5 and wrote that Ventilator is a delightful, well-written family drama and the director successfully conveys his message about a father-son bond without going over the top. It also praised the performance of the cast: "Ventilator has some remarkable performances. Sukanya Kulkarni Mone and Jitendra Joshi play their characters of Gaju kaka’s children to perfection."[22] Indo-Asian News Service gave the film 3.5 stars calling it a "heart warming saga" and wrote: "we get another Marathi film of deep emotional worth, which challenges our long standing notions of the joint family system without the crutches of cynicism and self-loathing."[23]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Date of ceremony[a]
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	Lions Gold Awards[image: External link]
	5 January 2017
	Favourite Marathi Film
	Ventilator
	Won
	[24]



	Dadasaheb Phalke Academy Awards
	1 June 2017
	Best Film
	Ventilator
	Won
	[25]



	Mata Sanman Awards
	28 March 2017
	Best Film
	Ventilator
	Nominated
	[26]



	Best Director
	Rajesh Mapuskar
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor
	Jitendra Joshi
	Won



	Best Music Direction
	Rohan-Rohan
	Nominated



	Best Lyrics
	Manoj Yadav (for song "Baba")
	Won



	Best Playback Singer Male
	Rohan Pradhan (for song "Baba")
	Won



	Best Screenplay
	Rajesh Mapuskar
	Won



	Best Editing
	Rameshwar S. Bhagat
	Won



	Mirchi Music Awards[image: External link] Marathi
	2 March 2017
	Listeners' Choice Song of the Year
	Priyanka Chopra (for song "Baba")
	Won
	[27]

[28]



	Upcoming Music Composer of the Year
	Rohan-Rohan
	Nominated



	National Film Awards[image: External link]
	3 May 2017
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Rajesh Mapuskar
	Won
	[29]



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Rameshwar S. Bhagat
	Won



	Best Sound Mixing[image: External link]
	Alok De
	Won



	Pune International Film Festival[image: External link]
	February 2017
	Best Screenplay
	Rajesh Mapuskar
	Won
	[30]



	Zee Gaurav Puraskar[image: External link]
	
	Best Film
	Ventilator
	Nominated
	[31]



	Best Director
	Rajesh Mapuskar
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay
	Rajesh Mapuskar
	Nominated



	Best Editing
	Rameshwar S. Bhagat
	Nominated
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack album consists of four original songs composed by the composer duo Rohan Gokhale, and Rohan Pradhan. The lyrics were written by Manoj Yadav and Shantaram Mapuskar co-wrote one of song's lyrics with Manoj Yadav.[32] The music was digitally released on 31 August 2016 by Zee Music Company[image: External link].[33] It was physically released on 9 September 2016 at an event in Mumbai.[34] Priyanka Chopra also recorded a song for the film, making her Marathi singing debut with a song named "Baba", which was released on 3 November 2016. The music directors suggested her to record a female version. However, she was apprehensive to sing in Marathi but later decided to record the song calling it "powerful and moving".[35] This song was not used in the film but as a promotional song along with a music video which featured Priyanka Chopra recording the song in a studio and several scenes from the film.[36][37]



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Singer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Baba (Female)"
	Manoj Yadav
	Priyanka Chopra
	04:00



	2.
	"Baba"
	Manoj Yadav
	Rohan Pradhan
	04:00



	3.
	"Ya Re ya"
	Manoj Yadav, Shantaram Mapuskar
	Rohan Pradhan
	03:20



	4.
	"Jai Deva"
	Manoj Yadav
	Ganesh Chandanshive, Rohan Gokhale, Rohan Pradhan
	04:18



	Total length:
	15:38[32][38]
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 See also





	Highest grossing Marathi films[image: External link]

	List of most expensive Indian films[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Date is linked to the article about the awards held that year, wherever possible.
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Indian Army






This article is about the Indian Army since 1947. For the earlier period, see Military history of India[image: External link].

The Indian Army is the land-based branch[image: External link] and the largest component of the Indian Armed Forces[image: External link]. The President of India[image: External link] serves as the Supreme Commander[image: External link] of the Indian Army,[6] and it is commanded by the Chief of Army Staff[image: External link] (COAS), who is a four-star[image: External link] general[image: External link]. Two officers have been conferred with the rank of field marshal[image: External link], a five-star rank[image: External link], which is a ceremonial position of great honour. The Indian Army originated from the armies of the East India Company[image: External link], which eventually became the British Indian Army[image: External link], and the armies of the princely states, which finally became the national army after independence[image: External link]. The units and regiments of the Indian Army have diverse histories and have participated in a number of battles and campaigns across the world, earning a large number of battle and theatre honours[image: External link] before and after Independence.[7]

The primary mission of the Indian Army is to ensure national security[image: External link] and nationhood unity[image: External link], defending[image: External link] the nation from external aggression and internal threats, and maintaining peace and security within its borders[image: External link]. It conducts humanitarian rescue operations during natural calamities and other disturbances, like Operation Surya Hope[image: External link], and can also be requisitioned by the government to cope with internal threats. It is a major component of national power alongside the Indian Navy[image: External link] and the Indian Air Force[image: External link].[8] The army has been involved in four wars with neighbouring Pakistan and one with China. Other major operations undertaken by the army include Operation Vijay[image: External link], Operation Meghdoot[image: External link] and Operation Cactus[image: External link]. Apart from conflicts, the army has conducted large peace time exercises like Operation Brasstacks[image: External link] and Exercise Shoorveer, and it has also been an active participant in numerous United Nations peacekeeping missions[image: External link] including the ones in Cyprus, Lebanon, Congo, Angola, Cambodia, Vietnam, Namibia, El Salvador, Liberia, Mozambique and Somalia.

The Indian Army has a regimental system[image: External link], but is operationally and geographically divided into seven commands[image: External link], with the basic field formation being a division[image: External link]. It is an all-volunteer force[image: External link] and comprises more than 80% of the country's active defence personnel. It is the 2nd largest standing army[image: External link] in the world, with 1,200,255[9][2] active troops and 990,960 reserve troops.[2] The army has embarked on an infantry modernisation program known as Futuristic Infantry Soldier As a System ( F-INSAS[image: External link]), and is also upgrading and acquiring new assets for its armoured, artillery and aviation branches.[10][11][12]
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 British Indian Army




Main article: British Indian Army[image: External link]


Further information: List of regiments of the Indian Army (1903)[image: External link]


A Military Department was created within the Government of the East India Company[image: External link] at Kolkata[image: External link] in the year 1776. Its main function was to sift and record orders relating to the Army that were issued by various Departments of the East India Company for the territories under its control.[13]

With the Charter Act of 1833, the Secretariat of the Government of the East India Company was reorganised into four Departments, including a Military Department. The army in the Presidencies of Bengal[image: External link], Bombay[image: External link] & Madras[image: External link] functioned as respective Presidency Army until April 1895, when the Presidency Armies were unified into a single Indian Army[image: External link] on 1 April.[14][15][16][17] For administrative convenience, it was divided into four commands at that point of time, namely Punjab (including the North West Frontier), Bengal, Madras (including Burma) and Bombay (including Sind, Quetta and Aden).[18]

The British Indian Army was a critical force for the primacy of the British Empire[image: External link] both in India and across the world. Besides maintaining the internal security of the British Raj[image: External link], the Army fought in many other theatres – Anglo-Burmese Wars[image: External link], First[image: External link] and Second[image: External link] Anglo-Sikh Wars, First[image: External link], Second[image: External link] and Third[image: External link] Anglo-Afghan Wars, First[image: External link] and Second Opium Wars[image: External link] in China, Abyssinia[image: External link], Boxer Rebellion[image: External link] in China.
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 World wars




Main articles: Indian Army during World War I[image: External link] and Indian Army during World War II[image: External link]


In the 20th century, the Indian Army was a crucial adjunct to the British forces in both the world wars[image: External link]. 1.3 million Indian soldiers served in World War I[image: External link] (1914–1918) for the Allies[image: External link], in which 74,187 Indian troops were killed or missing in action.[19] In 1915 there was a mutiny[image: External link] by Indian soldiers in Singapore. After the United Kingdom made promises of self-governance to the Indian National Congress in return for its support. Britain reneged on its promises after the war, following which the Indian Independence movement[image: External link] gained strength.

The " Indianisation[image: External link]" of the British Indian Army began with the formation of the Prince of Wales Royal Indian Military College[image: External link] at Dehradun in March 1912 with the purpose of providing education to the scions of aristocratic and well-to-do Indian families and to prepare selected Indian boys for admission into the Royal Military College, Sandhurst[image: External link]. Indian officers given a King's commission after passing out were posted to one of the eight units[image: External link] selected for Indianisation. Political pressure being applied due to the slow pace of Indianisation, with just 69 officers being commissioned between 1918 and 1932, led to the formation of the Indian Military Academy[image: External link] in 1932 and greater numbers of officers of Indian origin being commissioned.[20]

In World War II[image: External link] Indian soldiers fought for the Allies[image: External link]. In 1939, British officials had no plan for expansion and training of Indian forces, which comprised about 130,000 men (in addition there were 44,000 men in British units in India in 1939). Their mission was internal security and defence against a possible Soviet[image: External link] threat through Afghanistan. As the war progressed, the size and role of the Indian Army expanded dramatically, and troops were sent to battle fronts as soon as possible. The most serious problem was lack of equipment.[21] Indian units served in Burma, where in 1944–45 five Indian divisions were engaged along with one British and three African divisions. Even larger numbers operated in the Middle East. Some 87,000 Indian soldiers died in the war. By the end of the war it had become the largest volunteer army[image: External link] in history, rising to over 2.5 million men in August 1945.[22][23]

In the African and Middle-Eastern Campaigns, captured Indian troops were given a choice to join the German Army[image: External link] to eventually "liberate" India from Great Britain instead of being sent to POW camps[image: External link]. These men, along with Indian students who were in Germany[image: External link] when the war broke out, made up what was called the Free India Legion[image: External link]. They were originally intended as pathfinders for German forces in Asia but they soon were sent to help guard the Atlantic Wall[image: External link]. Few who were part of the Free India Legion ever saw any combat and very few were ever stationed outside of Europe. At its height the Free India Legion had over 3,000 troops in its ranks.[24]

Indian POWs also joined the Indian National Army[image: External link], which was allied with the Empire of Japan[image: External link], was raised by a former colonel of British Indian Army (Gen) Mohan Singh but later led by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose[image: External link] and Rash Bihari Bose[image: External link]. With the fall of Singapore in 1942, about 40,000 Indian soldiers were captured. They were given a choice and over 30,000 joined the Indian National Army[image: External link]. Those who refused became POWs and were mostly shipped to New Guinea.[25] After initial success it was defeated along with Japanese but it had huge impact on Indian independence movement. Similar organisations were also made in Germany and Japan. In 1946 Indian sailors revolted against British in the 1946 British Indian Navy Mutiny[image: External link].
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 Independence




Upon independence[image: External link] and the subsequent Partition of India[image: External link] in 1947, four of the ten Gurkha[image: External link] regiments were transferred to the British Army. The rest of the British Indian Army[image: External link] was divided between the newly created nations of India[image: External link] and Pakistan[image: External link]. The Punjab Boundary Force[image: External link], which had been formed to help police the Punjab during the partition period, was disbanded,[26] and Headquarters Delhi and East Punjab Command was formed to administer the area. Army Day[image: External link] is celebrated on 15 January every year in India, in recognition of Lieutenant General[image: External link] K. M. Cariappa[image: External link]'s taking over as the first Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army from General[image: External link] Sir Francis Butcher[image: External link], the last British Commander-in-Chief[image: External link] of India, on 15 January 1949.
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 Conflicts and operations




Main article: Military operations of India[image: External link]
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 First Kashmir War (1947)




Main articles: Indo-Pakistani War of 1947[image: External link] and Kashmir conflict[image: External link]


Immediately after independence, tensions between India and Pakistan began to boil over, and the first of three full-scale wars between the two nations broke out over the then princely state[image: External link] of Kashmir[image: External link]. The Maharaja of Kashmir wanted to have standstill position. Since Kashmir was a Muslim[image: External link] majority state, Pakistan wanted to make Kashmir a Pakistan territory. As a result, Pakistan invaded Kashmir on 22 October 1947, causing Maharaja Hari Singh[image: External link] to look to India, specifically to Lord Mountbatten of Burma[image: External link], the Governor General, for help. He signed the Instrument of Accession[image: External link] to India on 26 October 1947. Indian troops were airlifted to Srinagar from 27 October dawn onwards.[27] This contingent included General Thimayya[image: External link] who distinguished himself in the operation and in years that followed, became a Chief of the Indian Army. An intense war was waged across the state and former comrades found themselves fighting each other. Pakistan suffered significant losses. Its forces were stopped on the line formed which is now called LOC (Line of Control).[citation needed[image: External link]] An uneasy UN sponsored peace returned by the end of 1948 with Indian and Pakistani soldiers facing each other directly on the Line of Control[image: External link], which has since divided Indian-held Kashmir from Pakistan-held Kashmir. A number of UN resolutions (38–47) were passed calling for a plebiscite to be held in Kashmir to determine accession to India or Pakistan only after Pakistan withdrew its army from Kashmir.[28] A precondition to the resolution was for Pakistan and India to return to a state of "as was" prior to the conflict[image: External link]. Pakistan would withdraw all tribesmen and Pakistani nationals brought in to fight in Kashmir. With Pakistan refusing to pull back there could be no further dialogue on fulfilling the UN resolution.[29][30] Tensions between India and Pakistan, largely over Kashmir, have never since been entirely eliminated.
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 Annexation of Hyderabad (1948)




Main article: Operation Polo[image: External link]


After the partition of India, the State of Hyderabad[image: External link], a princely state under the rule of a Nizam[image: External link], chose to remain independent. The Nizam[image: External link], refused to accede his state to the Union of India. The following stand-off between the Government of India and the Nizam ended on 12 September 1948 when India's then deputy prime minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel[image: External link] ordered Indian troops to secure the state[image: External link]. With 5 days of low-intensity fighting, the Indian Army, backed by a squadron of Hawker Tempest aircraft[image: External link] of the Indian Air Force[image: External link], routed the Hyderabad State forces. Five infantry battalions and one armoured squadron of the Indian Army were engaged in the operation. The following day, the State of Hyderabad[image: External link] was proclaimed as a part of the Union of India[image: External link]. Major General Joyanto Nath Chaudhuri[image: External link], who led the Operation Polo[image: External link] and accepted the surrender of the Nizam's forces on 18 September 1948 was appointed the Military Governor of Hyderabad (1948–1949) to restore law and order.
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 Medical assistance during Korean War (1950–1953)




Main article: Korean War[image: External link]


During the Korean War, India sent the 60th Indian (Parachute) Field Ambulance unit to aid the UN troops fighting against the Chinese and North Korean invasion of South Korea, though they decided against sending combat forces. The 60th PFA was included in the 1st Commonwealth Division[image: External link]. In the aftermath of the war, an Indian infantry brigade formed the Custodian Force of India as part of the soldiers were also sent to Korea as part of the Neutral Nations Repatriation Committee to assist in the exchange of prisoners of war. The NNRC was commanded by Lt Gen KS Thimayya.
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 Annexation of Goa, Daman and Diu (1961)




Main article: Annexation of Goa[image: External link]


Even though the British and French vacated all their colonial possessions in the Indian subcontinent[image: External link], Portugal refused to relinquish control of its Indian colonies of Goa[image: External link], Daman and Diu[image: External link]. After repeated attempts by India to negotiate with Portugal for the territory were spurned by Portuguese prime minister and dictator, António de Oliveira Salazar[image: External link], India launched Operation Vijay[image: External link] on 12 December 1961 to take Goa from the Portuguese. A small contingent of its troops entered Goa, Daman, and Diu to capture and secure the territory. After a brief conflict, in which 31 Portuguese soldiers were killed, the Portuguese Navy[image: External link] frigate NRP Afonso de Albuquerque[image: External link] destroyed, and over 3,000 Portuguese captured, Portuguese General Manuel António Vassalo e Silva[image: External link] surrendered to Maj Gen KP Candeth (Kunhiraman Palat Kandoth) of the Indian Army, after twenty-six hours. Goa, Daman and Diu became a part of the Republic of India.
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 Sino-Indian War (1962)




Main article: Sino-Indian War[image: External link]


The cause of the war was a dispute over the sovereignty of the widely separated Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh border regions. Aksai Chin, claimed by India to belong to Kashmir and by China to be part of Xinjiang, contains an important road link that connects the Chinese regions of Tibet and Xinjiang. China's construction of this road was one of the triggers of the conflict.

Small-scale clashes between the Indian and Chinese forces broke out as India insisted on the disputed McMahon Line[image: External link] being regarded as the international border between the two countries. Chinese troops claim to have not retaliated to the cross-border firing by Indian troops, despite sustaining losses.[31] China's suspicion of India's involvement in Tibet[image: External link] created more rifts between the two countries.[32]

In 1962, the Indian Army was ordered to move to the Thag La ridge located near the border between Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh and about three miles (5 km) north of the disputed McMahon Line. Meanwhile, Chinese troops too had made incursions into Indian-held territory and tensions between the two reached a new high when Indian forces discovered a road constructed by China in Aksai Chin[image: External link]. After a series of failed negotiations, the People's Liberation Army[image: External link] attacked Indian Army positions at the Thag La ridge. This move by China caught India by surprise and by 12 October, Nehru gave orders for the Chinese to be expelled from Aksai Chin. However, poor co-ordination among various divisions of the Indian Army and the late decision to mobilise the Indian Air Force in vast numbers gave China a crucial tactical and strategic advantage over India. On 20 October, Chinese soldiers attacked India in both the North-West and North-Eastern parts of the border and captured vast portions of Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh.

As the fighting moved beyond disputed territories, China called on the Indian government to negotiate, however India remained determined to regain lost territory. With no peaceful agreement in sight, China unilaterally withdrew its forces from Arunachal Pradesh. The reasons for the withdrawal are disputed with India claiming various logistical problems for China and diplomatic support to it from the United States, while China stated that it still held territory that it had staked diplomatic claim upon. The dividing line between the Indian and Chinese forces was named the Line of Actual Control[image: External link].

The poor decisions made by India's military commanders, and, indeed, its political leadership, raised several questions. The Henderson-Brooks & Bhagat committee[image: External link] was soon set up by the Government of India to determine the causes of the poor performance of the Indian Army. The report of China even after hostilities began and also criticised the decision to not allow the Indian Air Force to target Chinese transport lines out of fear of Chinese aerial counter-attack on Indian civilian areas. Much of the blame was also targeted at the incompetence of then Defence Minister, Krishna Menon[image: External link] who resigned from his post soon after the war ended. Despite frequent calls for its release, the Henderson-Brooks report still remains classified.[33] Neville Maxwell[image: External link] has written an account of the war.[34]
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 Indo-Pakistani War of 1965




Main article: Indo-Pakistani War of 1965[image: External link]


A second confrontation with Pakistan took place in 1965. Although the war is described as inconclusive, India had the better of the war and was a clear winner in tactical and strategic terms.[37][38][39] Pakistani President Ayub Khan[image: External link] launched Operation Gibraltar[image: External link] in August 1965, during which several Pakistani paramilitary troops infiltrated into Indian-administered Kashmir and attempt to ignite an anti-India agitation in Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistani leaders believed that India, which was still recovering from the disastrous Sino-Indian War, would be unable to deal with a military thrust and a Kashmiri rebellion. India reacted swiftly and launched a counter offensive on Pakistan. Pakistan launched Operation Grand Slam[image: External link] in reply on 1 September, invading India's Chamb-Jaurian sector. In retaliation, the Indian Army launched a major offensive throughout its border with Pakistan, with Lahore as its prime target.

Initially, the Indian Army met with considerable success in the northern sector. After launching prolonged artillery barrages against Pakistan, India was able to capture three important mountain positions in Kashmir. By 9 September, the Indian Army had made considerable in-roads into Pakistan. India had its largest haul of Pakistani tanks when the offensive of Pakistan's 1st Armoured Division was blunted at the Battle of Asal Uttar[image: External link], which took place on 10 September near Khemkaran.[41] The biggest tank battle of the war came in the form of the Battle of Chawinda[image: External link], the largest tank battle in history after World War II[image: External link]. Pakistan's defeat at the Battle of Asal Uttar[image: External link] hastened the end of the conflict.[41]

At the time of ceasefire declaration, India reported casualties of about 3,000 killed. On the other hand, it was estimated that more than 4,000 Pakistani soldiers were killed in the battle.[42][43][44] About 471 Pakistani tanks were either destroyed or captured by India. India lost a total of 128 tanks during the conflict.[41][45] The decision to return to pre-war positions, following the Tashkent Declaration[image: External link], caused an outcry among the polity[ who?[image: External link]] in New Delhi. It was widely believed that India's decision to accept the ceasefire was due to political factors, and not military, since it was facing considerable pressure from the United States and the UN to stop hostilities.[46]
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 1967 Sino-Indian Conflict




Main article: Cho La incident[image: External link]


The 1967 Sino-Indian skirmish, also known as the Cho La incident, was a military conflict[image: External link] between Indian troops and members of the Chinese[image: External link] People's Liberation Army[image: External link] who had infiltrated on 1 October 1967 in Sikkim[image: External link], then a protectorate of India. On 10 October, once again both sides had the conflict, the Defence Minister of India, Sardar Swaran Singh[image: External link] addressed that government is looking after the developments across the borders. During whole conflict Indian losses were 88 killed, and 163 wounded, while Chinese casualties were 300 killed and 450 wounded in Nathula[image: External link], and 40 in Chola.[47] The end of the battle saw the Chinese Army leave Sikkim after being defeated by Indian troops.[48][49][50]
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 Operation against the Naxalites during 1971




In the supervision of Indira Gandhi[image: External link] during the President's rule[image: External link] in 1971, the Indian Army along with the Indian police[image: External link] launched Operation Steeplechase[image: External link], a gigantic "counter-insurgency" operation against the Naxalites[image: External link], which resulted in the death of hundreds of Naxalites and imprisonment of more than 20,000 suspects and cadres including senior leaders.[51] The army was also assisted by a brigade[image: External link] of para commandos[image: External link] and the Indian paramilitary[image: External link]. The operation was choreographed in October 1969, and Lieutenant General J.F.R. Jacob[image: External link] was enjoined by Govind Narain, the Home Secretary of India[image: External link], that "there should be no publicity and no records" and Jacob's request to be presented with written orders was also repudiate by Sam Manekshaw[image: External link].[52]
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 Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971




Main article: Indo-Pakistani War of 1971[image: External link]


See also: Battle of Longewala[image: External link], Battle of Hilli[image: External link], and Battle of Basantar[image: External link]


An independence movement broke out in East Pakistan[image: External link] which was brutally crushed[image: External link] by Pakistani forces. Due to large-scale atrocities[image: External link] against them, thousands of Bengalis[image: External link] took refuge in neighbouring India causing a major refugee crisis there. In early 1971, India declared its full-support for the Bengali rebels, known as Mukti Bahini[image: External link], and Indian agents were extensively involved in covert operations to aid them.

On 20 November 1971, Indian Army moved the 14 Punjab Battalion 45 Cavalry[image: External link] into Garibpur, a strategically important town near India's border with East Pakistan, and successfully captured it[image: External link]. The following day, more clashes[image: External link] took place between Indian and Pakistani forces. Wary of India's growing involvement in the Bengali rebellion, the Pakistan Air Force[image: External link] (PAF) launched a preemptive strike on 10 Indian air bases at Srinagar, Jammu, Pathankot, Amritsar, Agra, Adampur, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Uttarlai and Sirsa at 1745 hours on 3 December. This aerial offensive, however, failed to accomplish its stated objectives and gave India its excuse to declare a full-scale war against Pakistan the same day. By midnight, the Indian Army, accompanied by Indian Air Force, launched a major three-pronged assault into East Pakistan. The Indian Army won several battles on the eastern front including the decisive of battle of Hilli[image: External link], which was the only front where the Pakistani Army was able to build up considerable resistance. The operation also included a battalion-level airborne operation on Tangail which resulted in the capitulation of all resistance within five days.[53] India's massive early gains was largely attributed to the speed and flexibility with which Indian armoured divisions moved across East Pakistan.[54]

Pakistan launched a counter-attack against India on the western front. On 4 December 1971, the A company of the 23rd Battalion of India's Punjab Regiment[image: External link] detected and intercepted the movement of the 51st Infantry Brigade of the Pakistani Army near Ramgarh, Rajasthan. The battle of Longewala[image: External link] ensued during which the A company, though being outnumbered, thwarted the Pakistani advance until the Indian Air Force directed its fighters to engage the Pakistani tanks. By the time the battle had ended, 38 Pakistani tanks and 100 armoured vehicles were either destroyed or abandoned. About 200 Pakistani troops were killed in action during the battle while only 2 Indian soldiers lost their lives. Pakistan suffered another major defeat on the western front during the battle of Basantar[image: External link] which was fought from 4 December to 16th. By the end of the battle, about 66 Pakistani tanks were destroyed and 40 more were captured. In return, Pakistani forces were able to destroy only 11 Indian tanks. None of the numerous Pakistani offensives on the Western front materialised.[55] By 16 December, Pakistan had lost sizeable territory on both eastern and western fronts.

Under the command of Lt. General J.S. Arora[image: External link], the three corps of the Indian Army, which had invaded East Pakistan, entered Dhaka[image: External link] and forced Pakistani forces to surrender on 16 December 1971, one day after the conclusion of the battle of Basantar. After Pakistan's Lt General A A K Niazi[image: External link] signed the Instrument of Surrender, India took more than 90,000 Pakistani prisoners of war[image: External link]. At the time of the signing of the Instrument of Surrender, 11,000 Pakistani soldiers were killed-in-action while India suffered 3,500 battle-related deaths.[43] In addition, Pakistan lost 220 tanks during the battle compared to India's 69.[56]

In 1972, the Simla Agreement[image: External link] was signed between the two countries and tensions simmered. However, there were occasional spurts in diplomatic tensions which culminated into increased military vigilance on both sides.
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 Siachen conflict (1984)




Main article: Siachen conflict[image: External link]


The Siachen Glacier[image: External link], though a part of the Kashmir region, was not officially demarcated on maps prepared and exchanged between the two sides in 1947. As a consequence, prior to the 1980s, neither India nor Pakistan maintained any permanent military presence in the region. However, Pakistan began conducting and allowing a series of mountaineering expeditions to the glacier beginning in the 1950s. By the early 1980s, the government of Pakistan was granting special expedition permits to mountaineers and United States Army maps deliberately showed Siachen as a part of Pakistan. This practice gave rise to the contemporary meaning of the term oropolitics[image: External link].

India, possibly irked by these developments, launched Operation Meghdoot[image: External link] in April 1984. An entire battalion of the Kumaon Regiment was airlifted to the glacier. Pakistani forces responded quickly and clashes between the two followed. Indian Army secured the strategic Sia La[image: External link] and Bilafond La[image: External link] mountain passes and by 1985, more than 1,000 square miles (2,600 km2) of territory, 'claimed' by Pakistan, was under Indian control.[57] The Indian Army continues to control all of the Siachen Glacier[image: External link] and its tributary glaciers. Pakistan made several unsuccessful attempts to regain control over Siachen. In late 1987, Pakistan mobilised about 8,000 troops and garrisoned them near Khapalu, aiming to capture Bilafond La.[58] However, they were repulsed by Indian Army personnel guarding Bilafond. During the battle, about 23 Indian soldiers lost their lives while more than 150 Pakistani troops perished.[59] Further unsuccessful attempts to reclaim positions were launched by Pakistan in 1990, 1995, 1996 and 1999, most notably in Kargil that year.

India continues to maintain a strong military presence in the region despite extremely inhospitable conditions. The conflict over Siachen is regularly cited as an example of mountain warfare[image: External link].[60][61] The highest peak in the Siachen glacier region, Saltoro Kangri[image: External link], could be viewed as strategically important for India because of its immense altitude which could enable the Indian forces to monitor some Pakistani or Chinese movements in the immediate area.[62] Maintaining control over Siachen poses several logistical challenges for the Indian Army. Several infrastructure projects were constructed in the region, including a helipad at 21,000 feet (6,400 m) above the sea level.[63] In 2004, Indian Army was spending an estimated US$2 million a month to support its personnel stationed in the region.[64]
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 Counter-insurgency activities




The Indian Army has played a crucial role in the past, fighting insurgents[image: External link] and terrorists within the nation. The army launched Operation Blue Star[image: External link] and Operation Woodrose[image: External link] in the 1980s to combat Sikh[image: External link] insurgents. The army, along with some paramilitary forces[image: External link], has the prime responsibility of maintaining law and order[image: External link] in the troubled Jammu and Kashmir region, led specifically by the Northern Command. The Indian Army also sent a contingent to Sri Lanka in 1987 as a part of the Indian Peace Keeping Force[image: External link]. Allied to the work of the Northern command and its peace time activities is, "North Tech Symposium", an annual event, with an aim to provide viable platform for knowledge diffusion on contemporary military relevant technologies available as Commercial Off the Shelf (COTS) worldwide.[65][66][67] The Indian Army also successfully conducted Operation Golden Bird[image: External link] in 1995 for counter-insurgency in northeast India.[68]
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 Kargil war (1999)




Main article: Kargil War[image: External link]


In 1998, India carried out nuclear tests[image: External link] and a few days later, Pakistan responded by more nuclear tests[image: External link] giving both countries nuclear deterrence[image: External link] capability, although India had tested one hydrogen bomb which Pakistan lacked. Diplomatic tensions eased after the Lahore Summit[image: External link] was held in 1999. The sense of optimism was short-lived, however, since in mid-1999 Pakistani paramilitary forces and Kashmiri insurgents captured deserted, but strategic, Himalayan heights in the Kargil district[image: External link] of India. These had been vacated by the Indian army during the onset of the inhospitable winter and were supposed to reoccupied in spring. The regular Pakistani troops who took control of these areas received important support, both in the form of arms and supplies, from Pakistan. Some of the heights under their control, which also included the Tiger Hill, overlooked the vital Srinagar[image: External link]-Leh Highway (NH 1A), Batalik[image: External link] and Dras[image: External link]. Once the scale of the Pakistani incursion was realised, the Indian Army quickly mobilised about 200,000 troops and Operation Vijay[image: External link] was launched. However, since the heights were under Pakistani control, India was in a clear strategic disadvantage. From their observation posts[image: External link], the Pakistani forces had a clear line-of-sight to lay down indirect artillery fire[image: External link] on NH 1A, inflicting heavy casualties on the Indians.[69] This was a serious problem for the Indian Army as the highway was its main logistical and supply route.[70] Thus, the Indian Army's first priority was to recapture peaks that were in the immediate vicinity of NH1a. This resulted in Indian troops first targeting the Tiger Hill and Tololing complex in Dras.[71] This was soon followed by more attacks on the Batalik-Turtok sub-sector which provided access to Siachen Glacier. Point 4590, which had the nearest view of the NH1a, was successfully recaptured by Indian forces on 14 June.[72]

Though most of the posts in the vicinity of the highway were cleared by mid-June, some parts of the highway near Drass witnessed sporadic shelling until the end of the war. Once NH1a area was cleared, the Indian Army turned to driving the invading force back across the Line of Control. The Battle of Tololing[image: External link], among other assaults, slowly tilted the combat in India's favour. Nevertheless, some of the posts put up a stiff resistance, including Tiger Hill (Point 5140) that fell only later in the war. As the operation was fully underway, about 250 artillery guns were brought in to clear the infiltrators in the posts that were in the line-of-sight[image: External link]. In many vital points, neither artillery nor air power could dislodge the outposts manned by the Pakistan soldiers, who were out of visible range. The Indian Army mounted some direct frontal ground assaults which were slow and took a heavy toll given the steep ascent that had to be made on peaks as high as 18,000 feet (5,500 m). Two months into the conflict, Indian troops had slowly retaken most of the ridges they had lost;[73][74] according to official count, an estimated 75%–80% of the intruded area and nearly all high ground was back under Indian control.

Following the Washington accord on 4 July, where Sharif agreed to withdraw Pakistani troops, most of the fighting came to a gradual halt, but some Pakistani forces remained in positions on the Indian side of the LOC. In addition, the United Jihad Council[image: External link] (an umbrella for all extremist groups) rejected Pakistan's plan for a climb-down, instead deciding to fight on.[75] The Indian Army launched its final attacks in the last week of July; as soon as the Drass subsector had been cleared of Pakistani forces, the fighting ceased on 26 July. The day has since been marked as Kargil Vijay Diwas (Kargil Victory Day) in India. By the end of the war, India had resumed control of all territory south and east of the Line of Control, as was established in July 1972 per the Shimla Accord. By the time all hostilities had ended, the number of Indian soldiers killed during the conflict stood at 527,[76] while more than 700 regular members of the Pakistani Army were killed.[77] The number of Islamist fighters, also known as Mujahideen, killed by Indian Armed Forces during the conflict stood at about 3,000.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 United Nations peacekeeping missions




Main article: Indian Army United Nations peacekeeping missions[image: External link]


India has been the largest troop contributor to UN missions since its inception. So far India has taken part in 43 Peacekeeping missions with a total contribution exceeding 160,000 troops and a significant number of police personnel having been deployed. In 2014 India is the third largest troop contributor [TCC] with 7,860 personnel deployed with ten UN Peacekeeping Missions of which 995 are police personnel, including the first Female Formed Police Unit[image: External link] under the UN.[78] The Indian Army has undertaken numerous UN peacekeeping missions[image: External link].[79] As of 30 June 2014, 157 Indians have been killed during such operations.[80] The Indian army has also provided paramedical units to facilitate the withdrawal of the sick and wounded.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Major exercises




See also: List of exercises of the Indian Army[image: External link] for a list of Exercises of the Indian Army.
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 Operation Brasstacks




Operation Brasstacks[image: External link] was launched by the Indian Army in November 1986 to simulate a full-scale war on the western border. The exercise was the largest ever conducted in India and comprised nine infantry, three mechanised, three armoured and one air assault division, and included three independent armoured brigades. Amphibious assault exercises were also conducted with the Indian Navy[image: External link]. Brasstacks also allegedly incorporated nuclear attack drills. It led to tensions with Pakistan and a subsequent rapprochement in mid-1987.[81][82]
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 Exercise Ashwamedha




Indian Army tested its network centric warfare capabilities in the exercise Ashwamedha. The exercise was held in the Thar desert, in which over 300,000 troops participated.[83] Asymmetric warfare capability was also tested by the Indian Army during the exercise.[84]
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 Yudh Abhyas




Main article: India–United_States_relations § Military_relations[image: External link]




Play media[image: External link]


[image: External link]

Yudh Abhyas 2012 – US and Indian Army military exercise Trailer.





Exercise Yudh Abhyas is part of an ongoing series of joint exercises between the Indian and United States Armies since 2005, agreed upon under the New Framework of India-US Defence Relationship. Commencing at the platoon level, the exercise has graduated to a command post (CPX) and field training exercise (FTX).

The seventh edition of Yudh Abhyas is currently underway since 5 March 2012 in two locations under the South Western Command. The US Army contingent is from the US Army Pacific (USARPAC)[image: External link], part of the United States Pacific Command (USPACOM)[image: External link]. The Command Post Exercise has an engineer brigade headquarters with its planners from both sides, while the Field Training Exercise comprises troops of 2nd Squadron 14th US Cavalry Regiment from 25th Infantry Division, Hawaii, along with a platoon of Strykers, and a similar sized Indian Army contingent of mechanised infantry. The event is all the more interesting as a number of key surveillance, communications and Improvised Explosive Devices detection and neutralisation technologies, available with both sides have been fielded in the exercise.[85]

An Indian-born US Army linguist and translator assigned to the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School, explains weapons-range safety procedures to Indian Army soldiers with the 99th Mountain Brigade before they fire American machine guns 4 May 2013, at Fort Bragg, N.C. They are part of Yudh Abhyas 2013, the latest annual training event between the armies of India and the United States, sponsored by US Army Pacific. [86] [87]

The eighth edition of Yudh Abhyas had conducted with The Indian army's 99th Mountain Brigade and the 1st Bde. Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, participated in Yudh Abhyas 2013 exercise at Fort Bragg[image: External link], N.C. Other units represented were the 3rd Squadron, 73rd Cavalry Regiment, from the US forces, and from India, the 2nd Battalion, 5th Gurka Rifles; the 50th Independent Para Bde.; and the 54th Engineers Regt. US Army-Pacific sponsored a bilateral training exercise with the Indian army, 3–17 May 2013, that focused on the two countries' cultures, weapons training and tactics.[88][89]
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 Exercise Shakti




Exercise Shakti is an ongoing series of joint exercises between the Indian and French armies since 2011. Exercise Shakti is conducted to practice and validate anti terrorist operations and drills in snowbound and mountainous areas. The second joint military exercise between the two countries was held in September 2013 with the first one being held in India in October 2011. The theme of the exercise is to conduct platoon level joint counter insurgency operations in high altitude mountainous terrain under the UN Charter, thus emphasising the shared concerns of both countries about global terrorism. An added aim of the exercise is to qualitatively enhance knowledge of each other's military procedures thus increasing the scope for interoperability and better responsiveness to a common threat. The twelve-day exercise with France Army is scheduled to be conducted in multiple modules in order to achieve complete integration between the two contingents at every stage.[90][91]
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 Exercise Shoorveer




On first week of April 2012 Indian Army has launched a massive summer exercise in the Rajasthan desert involving over 50,000 troops and several hundred artillery guns and infantry combat vehicles as part of its efforts to shore up its battle worthiness on the western front with Pakistan. The exercise, code-named "Shoorveer", is being conducted by the Jaipur-based South Western Command and will end in the first week of May. This is the largest ever exercise conducted by Indian army since 1947. The collective training started with honing up of basic battle procedures and tactical drills at tactical level. A number of field firings are being carried out to check the accuracy and lethality of the weapon systems. A large number of innovations and modifications carried out by units and formations to enhance combat power are being tested in the field. The troops will build the momentum of training gradually, with increased combat tempo to set the stage for a major joint army-air force exercise in the later part of the exercise.[92]
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 Exercise Rudra Akrosh




In May 2012 Indian army start testing the preparedness level of its units and to validate new age technology, battle concepts, organizational structures and networked operations, Western Army Command is conducting its summer training exercises in Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir. Code named Exercise Rudra Akrosh, the war games are aimed to validate the operational and transformational effectiveness of various formations under the Western Army Command. The exercise which entered its culmination phase was also witnessed by Western Army Commander Lt General S R Ghosh. It includes various summer training manoeuvres where approximately 20,000 troops tested battle skills with state-of-the-art weapon systems in complete integration of the fighter and transport aircraft pitched in by the Indian Air Force. Besides interacting with the soldiers and officers co-ordinating the war games, Lt Gen Ghosh witnessed various battle manoeuvres by infantry troops, mechanised infantry, tanks, artillery, Heli-borne troops and surveillance equipment. Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) and attack helicopters were also co-opted in the operational scenario. Recently, the Jaipur-based South Western Command- also known as Sapta Shakti command- conducted its summer war games with more than 50,000 troops, latest weaponry and air assets.[93]
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 Exercise Nomadic Elephant




The Indian Army has been conducting training exercises with the Mongolian Army[image: External link]. The first exercise took place in 2004, and these exercises have since been taking place every year. In 2012, the exercise took place in Belgaum[image: External link], and in June 2013, they were held in Mongolia. The aim of the exercises is to enhance counter insurgency and counter terrorism operations, and conduct peacekeeping operations under the mandate of the United Nation.[94][95]
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 Exercise Shatrujeet




In April 2016, Indian Army conducted a major exercise called 'Shatrujeet' by the elite Mathura-based Strike Corps in desert area of Mahajan field firing range of Rajasthan[image: External link], wherein the capability to strike, deep into the enemy territory in an integrated air-land battle environment was evaluated. The focus of the exercise was to achieve joint and seamless co-ordination among all the forces in a nuclear biological chemical warfare scenario so as to deliver the enemy, a lethal punch with full might at a lightening speed. The operationally-oriented exercise was focused on validating integrated theatre battle fighting concept by incorporating new age technologies, weapon platforms and systems as well as long-range precision targeting vectors. This exercise is in the last phase and on 22 April, army chief D S Suhag is likely to come and review the exercise.[96][97][98]
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 Mission and doctrine







The Indian Army began inducting women officers in 1992.[99] A female Indian Army officer briefing Russian soldiers during a joint exercise.







Initially, the army's main objective was to defend the nation's frontiers. However, over the years, the army has also taken up the responsibility of providing internal security, especially against insurgencies in Kashmir[image: External link] and the Northeast[image: External link]. The current combat doctrine of the Indian Army is based on effectively utilising holding formations and strike formations. In the case of an attack, the holding formations would contain the enemy and strike formations would counter-attack to neutralise enemy forces. In the case of an Indian attack, the holding formations would pin enemy forces down whilst the strike formations attack at a point of Indian choosing. The Indian Army is large enough to devote several corps to the strike role. Currently, the army is also looking at enhancing its special forces[image: External link] capabilities. With the role of India increasing and the requirement for protection of India's interest in far off shores become important, the Indian Army and Indian Navy are jointly planning to set up a marine brigade.[100]
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 Organisation




The troops are organized into 40 Divisions in 14 Corps.[101] Army headquarters is located in the Indian capital, New Delhi, and it is under the overall command of the Chief of Army Staff[image: External link] (COAS).
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 Command structure




The army operates 6 operational commands and 1 training command.[102] Each command is headed by General Officer Commanding-in-Chief[image: External link] with the rank of Lieutenant General[image: External link]. Each command is directly affiliated to the Army HQ in New Delhi. These commands are given below in their correct order of raising, location (city) and their commanders. There is also the Army Training Command[image: External link] abbreviated as ARTRAC. Besides these, army officers may head tri-service commands such as the Strategic Forces Command[image: External link] and Andaman and Nicobar Command[image: External link], as well as institutions like Integrated Defence Staff[image: External link].



	Command Insignia
	Command Name
	Headquarters
	Commander
	Subordinate Units



	Headquarters, Indian Army
	New Delhi[image: External link]
	
	50th Independent Parachute Brigade[image: External link] – Agra



	Central Command[image: External link]
	Lucknow[image: External link]
	Lt General B S Negi[103]
	I Corps[image: External link] — Currently assigned to South Western Command



	Eastern Command[image: External link]
	Kolkata[image: External link]
	Lt General Praveen Bakshi[image: External link][104]
	

	23rd Infantry Division[image: External link] – Ranchi[image: External link]

	
III Corps[image: External link] – Dimapur[image: External link]

	
2nd Mountain Division[image: External link] – Dibrugarh[image: External link]


	
57th Mountain Division – Leimakhong[image: External link]


	
56th Mountain Division – Zakhama






	
IV Corps[image: External link] – Tezpur[image: External link], Assam[image: External link]

	
71st Mountain Division – Missamari


	
5th Mountain Division[image: External link] – Bomdila[image: External link]


	
21st Mountain Division[image: External link] – Rangia[image: External link]






	
XXXIII Corps[image: External link] – Siliguri[image: External link], West Bengal[image: External link]

	
17th Mountain Division[image: External link] – Gangtok[image: External link]


	
20th Mountain Division[image: External link] – Binnaguri[image: External link]


	
27th Mountain Division – Kalimpong[image: External link]









	
XVII Corps** – Panagarh[image: External link], West Bengal[image: External link][105][106]

	59th Infantry Division – Panagarh[image: External link]


	72 Infantry Division** – Pathankot[image: External link]












	Northern Command[image: External link]
	Udhampur[image: External link]
	Lt General Devraj Anbu[image: External link][107][108]
	

	
XIV Corps[image: External link], – Leh

	
3rd Infantry Division – Leh


	
8th Mountain Division[image: External link] – Dras[image: External link]






	
XV Corps[image: External link], – Srinagar[image: External link]

	
19th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Baramulla[image: External link],

	
28th Mountain Division – Gurez[image: External link]






	
XVI Corps[image: External link] – Nagrota[image: External link]

	
10th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Akhnoor[image: External link]


	
25th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Rajauri[image: External link]


	
39th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Yol[image: External link]


	10 Artillery brigade











	Southern Command[image: External link]
	Pune
	Lt General P M Hariz[109][110]
	

	41st Artillery Division – Pune

	
XII Corps[image: External link] – Jodhpur[image: External link]

	4th Armoured Brigade

	340th Mechanised Brigade

	
11th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Ahmedabad[image: External link]


	
12th Infantry Division[image: External link] (converting to RAPID[image: External link]) – Jodhpur[image: External link]






	
XXI Corps[image: External link] – Bhopal[image: External link]

	
31st Armoured Division[image: External link] – Jhansi[image: External link]


	
36th RAPID[image: External link] – Sagar[image: External link]


	
54th Infantry Division – Hyderabad[image: External link]/ Secunderabad[image: External link]


	475th Engineering Brigade











	South Western Command[image: External link]
	Jaipur[image: External link]
	Lt General Abhay Krishna[111][112]
	

	42nd Artillery Division – Jaipur[image: External link]

	
I Corps[image: External link] – Mathura[image: External link]

	
4th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Allahabad[image: External link]


	
6th Mountain Division[image: External link] – Bareilly


	
33rd Armoured Division[image: External link] – Hisar Military Station[image: External link]






	
X Corps[image: External link] – Bhatinda[image: External link]

	
16th Infantry Division – Sri Ganganagar[image: External link]


	
18th RAPID – Kota[image: External link]


	
24th RAPID – Bikaner[image: External link]


	6th Independent Armoured Brigade

	615th Independent Air Defence Brigade

	471st Engineering Brigade











	Western Command[image: External link]
	Chandigarh
	Lt General Surinder Singh[113][114][115]
	

	40th Artillery Division – Ambala

	
II Corps[image: External link], – Ambala

	
1st Armoured Division[image: External link] – Patiala[image: External link]


	
14th RAPID at Dehradun[image: External link]


	
22nd Infantry Division – Meerut[image: External link]


	474th Engineering Brigade

	612th Mechanised Independent Air Defence Brigade





	
IX Corps[image: External link], – Yol[image: External link]

	
26th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Jammu[image: External link]


	
29th Infantry Division – Pathankot[image: External link]


	2nd Independent Armoured Brigade

	3rd Independent Armoured Brigade





	
XI Corps[image: External link], headquartered at Jalandhar[image: External link]

	
7th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Firozpur[image: External link]


	
9th Infantry Division[image: External link] – Meerut[image: External link]


	
15th Infantry Division – Amritsar[image: External link]


	23rd Armoured Brigade

	55th Mechanised Brigade











	Army Training Command[image: External link]
	Shimla[image: External link]
	Lt General D R Soni [116][117]
	




Note: ** = Currently being raised
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 Combat arms




Main article: List of regiments of the Indian Army[image: External link]


Not to be confused with the Field Corps mentioned above, the corps mentioned below are the functional divisions entrusted with specific pan-Army tasks. The Indian Territorial Army[image: External link] has battalions affiliated to different infantry regiments and some department units which are either from the Corps of Engineers, Army Medical Corps or the Army Service corps. They serve as a part-time reserve. On 4 June 2017, the chief of staff announced that the Army was planning to open combat positions to women, who would, at first, be appointed to positions in the military police.[118]



	Name
	Director General
	Center



	Armoured Corps[image: External link]
	
	The Armoured Corps Centre and School, Ahmednagar[image: External link]




	Regiment of Artillery[image: External link]
	Lt General P K Srivastava, VSM[119]

	The School of Artillery, Devlali[image: External link] near Nasik[image: External link]




	
Corps of Army Air Defence[image: External link] 
	Lt General A K Sahgal, VSM[120]

	
Gopalpur[image: External link], Odisha[image: External link].



	Army Aviation Corps[image: External link]
	Lt General P K Bharali, VSM[121]

	Combat Army Aviation Training School, Nasik[image: External link].



	Corps of Engineers[image: External link]
	
	The College of Military Engineering, Dapodi, Pune

Madras Engineer Group[image: External link], Bangalore[image: External link]

Bengal Engineer Group[image: External link], Roorkee[image: External link]

Bombay Engineer Group[image: External link], Khadki[image: External link] near Pune




	Corps of Signals[image: External link]
	
	
Military College of Telecommunication Engineering[image: External link] (MCTE), Mhow[image: External link]

Two Signal Training Centres at Jabalpur[image: External link] and Goa[image: External link].



	Mechanised Infantry[image: External link]
	
	Ahmednagar[image: External link]



	Infantry
	
	



	Ordnance Corps[image: External link]
	Lt General Amit Sarin AVSM, SM, VSM, ADC[122]

	Secunderabad[image: External link]
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 Infantry




Upon its inception, the Indian Army inherited the British Army's organisational structure, which is still maintained today. Therefore, like its predecessor, an Indian infantry regiment's responsibility is not to undertake field operations but to provide battalions and well trained personnel to the field formations, as such it is common to find battalions of the same regiment spread across several brigades, divisions, corps, commands, and even theatres. Like its British and Commonwealth counterparts, troops enlisted within the regiment are immensely loyal and take great pride in the regiment to which they are assigned and generally spend their entire career within the regiment.

Infantry regiments of the Indian Army recruit based on certain selection criteria, such as on region, caste/community, or religion such as the Assam Regiment[image: External link], Jat Regiment[image: External link], and Sikh Regiment[image: External link] respectively. Most of them continue the heritage of regiments raised under the British Raj, but some have been raised after independence. Some regiments raised after independence have specialised in border defence, in particular the Ladakh Scouts[image: External link], Arunachal Scouts[image: External link], and Sikkim Scouts[image: External link].

Over the years there have been fears that troops' allegiance lay more with their regiments and the regions/castes/communities/religions from which they recruited, as opposed to the union of India as a whole. Thus some "all India" or "all class" regiments have been created that recruit troops from all over India regardless of region, caste/community or religion, such as the Brigade of the Guards[image: External link] and the Parachute Regiment[image: External link].

Infantry regiments in order of seniority within the Indian Army are:[123]



	Regiment
	Regimental Center
	Raised



	
Brigade of the Guards[image: External link][124]

	
Kamptee[image: External link], Maharashtra[image: External link]

	1949



	Parachute Regiment[image: External link]
	
Bangalore[image: External link], Karnataka[image: External link]

	1945



	Mechanised Infantry Regiment[image: External link]
	
Ahmednagar[image: External link], Maharashtra
	1979



	Punjab Regiment[image: External link]
	
Ramgarh Cantonment[image: External link], Jharkhand

	1761



	Madras Regiment[image: External link]
	
Wellington Cantonment[image: External link], Tamil Nadu[image: External link]

	1758



	The Grenadiers[image: External link]
	
Jabalpur[image: External link], Madhya Pradesh[image: External link]

	1778



	Maratha Light Infantry[image: External link]
	
Belgaum[image: External link], Karnataka
	1768



	Rajputana Rifles[image: External link]
	
Delhi Cantonment[image: External link], New Delhi[image: External link]

	1775



	Rajput Regiment[image: External link]
	
Fatehgarh[image: External link], Uttar Pradesh[image: External link]

	1778



	Jat Regiment[image: External link]
	
Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh
	1795



	Sikh Regiment[image: External link]
	Ramgarh Cantonment, Jharkhand
	1846



	Sikh Light Infantry[image: External link]
	
Fatehgarh[image: External link], Uttar Pradesh
	1857



	Dogra Regiment[image: External link]
	
Faizabad[image: External link], Uttar Pradesh
	1877



	Garhwal Rifles[image: External link]
	
Lansdowne[image: External link], Uttarakhand[image: External link]

	1887



	Kumaon Regiment[image: External link]
	
Ranikhet[image: External link], Uttarakhand
	1813



	Assam Regiment[image: External link]
	
Shillong[image: External link], Meghalaya[image: External link]

	1941



	Bihar Regiment[image: External link]
	
Danapur Cantonment[image: External link], Bihar

	1941



	Mahar Regiment[image: External link]
	
Sagar[image: External link], Madhya Pradesh
	1941



	Jammu & Kashmir Rifles[image: External link]
	Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh
	1821



	Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry[image: External link]
	
Avantipur[image: External link], Jammu and Kashmir

	1947



	Naga Regiment[image: External link]
	Ranikhet, Uttarakhand
	1970



	1 Gorkha Rifles[image: External link]
	
Sabathu[image: External link], Himachal Pradesh[image: External link]

	1815



	3 Gorkha Rifles[image: External link]
	
Varanasi[image: External link], Uttar Pradesh
	1815



	4 Gorkha Rifles[image: External link]
	Sabathu, Himachal Pradesh
	1857



	5 Gorkha Rifles (Frontier Force)[image: External link]
	Shillong, Meghalaya
	1858



	8 Gorkha Rifles[image: External link]
	Shillong, Meghalaya
	1824



	9 Gorkha Rifles[image: External link]
	Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh
	1817



	11 Gorkha Rifles[image: External link]
	
Lucknow[image: External link], Uttar Pradesh
	1918



	Ladakh Scouts[image: External link]
	
Leh, Jammu and Kashmir
	1963



	Rashtriya Rifles[image: External link]
	
	1990



	Arunachal Scouts[image: External link]
	Shillong, Meghalaya
	2010



	Sikkim Scouts[image: External link]
	
	2013
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 Artillery




The Regiment of Artillery[image: External link] is the second largest arm of the Indian Army, constituting nearly one sixth of the Army's total strength. Originally raised in 1935 as part of the Royal Indian Artillery[image: External link] of the British Indian Army[image: External link], the Regiment is now tasked with providing the Army's towed and self-propelled field artillery[image: External link], including guns, howitzers, heavy mortars, rockets, and missiles.

As an integral part of nearly all combat operations conducted by the Indian Army, the Regiment of Artillery has a history of being a major contributor to Indian military success. During the Kargil War[image: External link], it was the Indian Artillery that inflicted the most amount of damage.[125] Over the years, five artillery officers have gone on to the Army's highest post as Chief of Army Staff of the Indian Army.

For some time, the Regiment of Artillery commanded a significantly larger share of the Army's personnel than it does now, as it was also responsible for air defense artillery and some aviation assets. The 1990s saw the formation of the Corps of Army Air Defence and the coalescing of all aviation assets into the Army Aviation Corps. The arm is now focused on field artillery, and supplies regiments and batteries to each of the operational commands. The home of the Regiment is in Nashik[image: External link], Maharashtra[image: External link], where their headquarters is located along with the service's museum. The School of Artillery of the Indian Army is located nearby in Devlali[image: External link].

After undergoing consistent failures to import or produce modern artillery for three decades,[126][127] the Regiment of Artillery[image: External link] is finally going ahead with procurement of brand new 130-mm and 150-mm artillery guns.[128][129][130] The Army is also putting large numbers of rocket launchers into service, with the indigenously-developed Pinaka multi barrel rocket launcher[image: External link] to equip 22 regiments by the end of the next decade.[131]
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 Armour




There are 97 armoured regiments in the Indian Army. These include the following historic regiments dating back to the nineteenth century or earlier: 1st (Skinner's) Horse[image: External link], the 2nd Lancers (Gardner's Horse)[image: External link], 3rd Cavalry[image: External link], 4th (Hodson's) Horse[image: External link], 7th Light Cavalry[image: External link], 8th Light Cavalry[image: External link], 9th (Deccan) Horse[image: External link], 14th (Scinde) Horse[image: External link], 17th (Poona) Horse[image: External link], 15th Lancers[image: External link], 16th Light Cavalry[image: External link], 18th Cavalry[image: External link], 20th Lancers, and the 21st (Central India) Horse[image: External link]. A substantial number of additional units designated as either "Cavalry" or "Armoured" Regiments have been raised since Independence.
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 Para (Special Forces)




Main article: Para (Special Forces)[image: External link]


Para (Special Forces) is a special forces[image: External link] unit of the Indian Army's Parachute Regiment[image: External link] and is tasked with missions such as special operations[image: External link], direct action[image: External link], hostage rescue[image: External link], counter-terrorism[image: External link], unconventional warfare[image: External link], special reconnaissance[image: External link], foreign internal defence[image: External link], counter-proliferation[image: External link], counter-insurgency[image: External link], seek and destroy[image: External link] and personnel recovery[image: External link].[132]
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 Services






	Name
	Director General
	Centre



	Army Service Corps[image: External link]
	Lt General Balbir Singh Sandhu[133]

	Bangalore[image: External link]



	Army Medical Corps[image: External link]
	Lt General Velu Nair, AVSM, VSM[134]

	
Lucknow[image: External link]/Pune




	Army Dental Corps
	Lt General T K Bandyopadhyay[135]

	Lucknow[image: External link]



	Army Ordnance Corps
	Lt General Amit Sarin[136]

	
Jabalpur[image: External link] and Secunderabad[image: External link] (HQ)



	Corps of Electronics and Mechanical Engineers[image: External link]
	
	Secunderabad[image: External link]



	Remount and Veterinary Corps[image: External link]
	Lt General A J Singh, VSM[137]

	Meerut[image: External link]



	Military Farms Service
	
	Military Farms School and Centre, Meerut[image: External link] Cantonment



	Army Education Corps
	Major General Sunil Chandra[138]

	Pachmarhi[image: External link]



	Corps of Military Police[image: External link]
	
	Bangalore



	Pioneer Corps
	
	Bangalore



	Army Postal Service Corps
	
	
Kamptee[image: External link] near Nagpur



	Territorial Army
	
	



	Defence Security Corps
	
	



	Intelligence Corps
	
	Pune



	Judge Advocate General's Department
	
	Institute of Military Law Kamptee[image: External link], Nagpur[image: External link]




	Military Nursing Service[image: External link]
	
	Pune and Lucknow
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 Training




Main article: Military academies in India[image: External link]


Training of new officers is carried out National Defence Academy, Pune[image: External link], Indian Military Academy[image: External link] at Dehradun[image: External link] and Officers Training Academy[image: External link] at Chennai[image: External link] and Gaya[image: External link], etc. There are also specialised training institutions like Army War College[image: External link], at Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, High Altitude Warfare School[image: External link] (HAWS), at Gulmarg, Jammu and Kashmir, Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School[image: External link] (CIJW), in Vairengte, Mizoram, College of Military Engineering[image: External link] (CME), in Pune. There is an Army Training Command[image: External link] (ARTRAC) at Shimla[image: External link], whose main aim is to maximise the effectiveness of the training of personnel.
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 Intelligence




Main article: Directorate of Military Intelligence (India)[image: External link]


The Directorate of Military Intelligence[image: External link] (DMI) is the Intelligence arm of the Indian Army. The MI (as it is commonly referred to) was constituted in 1941 and was initially created to check corruption in the Army's own ranks. With time, its role has evolved into cross border intelligence, intelligence sharing with friendly nations, infiltrating insurgent groups and counter-terrorism. In the late 1970s, the MI was embroiled in the Samba spy scandal[image: External link] wherein 3 Indian Army officers were falsely implicated as Pakistani spies. The organisation has since emerged from the scandal as a prime Intelligence organisation of the Indian Army. As of 2012, the MI has seen many of its roles taken away in a turf war with the newly created National Technical Research Organisation[image: External link] and Defence Intelligence Agency[image: External link].[139] However bypassing NTRO's controversies with MI, since it was set up in 2004, as a premier apex scientific agency, we cannot overlook its scientific prowess, under the National Security Adviser in the Prime Minister's Office, as it also includes the National Institute of Cryptology Research and Development (NICRD), which is first of its kind in Asia.[140]
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 Field formations




Below are the basic field formations of the Indian Army:


	
Command[image: External link]: Indian Army has 6 operational commands and 1 training command. Each one is headed by a General Officer Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-in-C)[image: External link], known as Army Commander, who is among the senior-most Lieutenant General[image: External link] officers in the army.

	
Corps[image: External link]: A command generally consists of two or more corps. Indian Army has 13 Corps & each one is commanded by a General Officer Commanding (GOC)[image: External link], known as Corps Commander, who holds the rank of Lieutenant General[image: External link].[102] Each corps is composed of 3–4 Divisions. There are three types of corps in the Indian Army: Strike, Holding and Mixed. The Corps HQ is the highest field formation in the army.[141]


	
Division[image: External link]: Each Division is headed by GOC[image: External link] (Division Commander) in the rank of Major General[image: External link].[102] It usually consists of 3 to 4 Brigades.[102] Currently, the Indian Army has 37 Divisions [142] including 4 RAPIDs (Re-organised Army Plains Infantry Division), 18 Infantry Divisions, 10 Mountain Divisions, 3 Armoured Divisions and 2 Artillery Divisions.

	
Brigade[image: External link]: A Brigade generally consists of around 3,000 combat troops with supporting elements. An Infantry Brigade usually has 3 Infantry Battalions[image: External link] along with various Support Elements.[102] It is commanded by a brigade commander who is a Brigadier[image: External link],[102] equivalent to a Brigadier General[image: External link] in some armies. In addition to the Brigades in various Army Divisions, the Indian Army also has 5 Independent Armoured Brigades, 15 Independent Artillery Brigades, 7 Independent Infantry Brigades, 1 Independent Parachute Brigade,3 Independent Air Defence Brigades, 2 Independent Air Defence Groups and 4 Independent Engineer Brigades. These Independent Brigades operate directly under the Corps Commander (GOC Corps).

	
Battalion[image: External link]: Composed of four rifle companies.[102] Commanded by a battalion commander who is a Colonel[image: External link][102] and is the Infantry's main fighting unit. Every infantry battalion also possesses one Ghatak Platoon[image: External link].[143]


	
Company[image: External link]: Composed of three platoons.[102] Commanded by a Company Commander who is a Major[image: External link] or Lieutenant-Colonel[image: External link].[102]


	
Platoon[image: External link]: Composed of three sections.[102] Commanded by a Platoon Commander who is a JCO[image: External link].[102]


	
Section[image: External link]: Smallest military outfit with a strength of 10 personnel. Commanded by a Section Commander of the rank of Havaldar[image: External link].[102]
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 Indian Army forts





	
Fort William[image: External link], Kolkata[image: External link]: Garrison of Eastern Army Command[image: External link]


	
Fort St George[image: External link], Chennai[image: External link]: Garrison of ATNK&K Army Area

	OD Fort, Allahabad[image: External link], Ordnance Depot
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 Personnel




As of 2017, the Indian Army has a sanctioned strength of 49,833 officers (41,569 serving, 8,264 under strength), and 1,202,257 enlisted personnel (1,178,440 serving, 23,187 under strength).[144] Recently, it has been proposed to enhance the strength of the army by more than 90,000 to counter the increasing presence of Chinese troops along the Line of Actual Control[image: External link].[145][146]

The Indian Army is a voluntary service and although a provision for military conscription[image: External link] exists in the Indian constitution[image: External link], it has never been imposed. According to the International Institute for Strategic Studies[image: External link], in 2010 the army had a strength of 1,129,900 active personnel and 960,000 reserve personnel.[147] Of those in reserve 160,000 were in the Indian Territorial Army[image: External link], however only 40,000 of those regularly report for duty. This makes the Indian Army the world's largest standing volunteer army[image: External link].[148][149]
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 Rank Structure




Main article: Army ranks and insignia of India[image: External link]


The ranks of the Indian Army for the most part follow the British Army tradition.
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 Commissioned Officers




Commissioned officers are the leaders of the army and command everywhere from platoon/company to brigade, division, corps & the whole army.

Indian Army officers are continually put through different courses and assessed on merit throughout their career, for promotions and appointments. Substantive promotions up to lieutenant colonel or equivalent are based on time in service whereas those for colonel and above are based on selection, with promotion to colonel also based on time served.



	Ranks of the Indian Army - Officer Ranks



	Equivalent

NATO code
	OF-10
	OF-9
	OF-8
	OF-7
	OF-6
	OF-5
	OF-4
	OF-3
	OF-2
	OF-1



	Shoulder

Insignia



	Rank
	Field

Marshal[image: External link]1
	General[image: External link]2
	Lieutenant

General[image: External link]
	Major

General[image: External link]
	Brigadier[image: External link]
	Colonel[image: External link]
	Lieutenant

Colonel[image: External link]
	Major[image: External link]
	Captain[image: External link]
	Lieutenant[image: External link]



	



	

	1Honorary/wartime rank.

	2Held only by the Chief of the Army Staff[image: External link]
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 Other Ranks






	Ranks of the Indian Army[image: External link] - JCOs and Other Ranks



	
	Junior Commissioned Officer[image: External link]
	
	Other ranks



	Shoulder

Insignia
	Arm
	



	Rank
	Subedar

Major[image: External link]1
	Subedar[image: External link]2
	Naib

Subedar[image: External link]3,
	
	Havildar[image: External link]
	Naik[image: External link]
	Lance Naik[image: External link]
	Sepoy[image: External link]4



	



	

	1 Risaldar Major[image: External link] in cavalry and armoured regiments

	
2 Risaldar[image: External link] in cavalry and armoured regiments

	
3 Naib Risaldar[image: External link] in cavalry and armoured regiments. Called Jemadar[image: External link] until 1965.

	
4 No Insignia
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 Uniforms




The Indian Army camouflage consists of shirts, trousers and cap of a synthetic material. Shirts are buttoned up with two chest pockets with buttoned up flaps. Trousers have two pockets, two thigh box pockets and a back pocket. The Indian Army Jungle camouflage[image: External link] dress features a jungle camouflage pattern and is designed for use in woodland environments. The Indian Army Desert camouflage, which features a desert camouflage pattern, is used by artillery and infantry posted in dusty, semi-desert and desert areas of Rajasthan[image: External link] and its vicinity.

The forces of the East India Company[image: External link] in India were forced by casualties to dye their white summer tunics[image: External link] to neutral tones, initially a tan called khaki (from the Hindi[image: External link] word for "dusty"). This was a temporary measure which became standard in Indian service in the 1880s. Only during the Second Boer War[image: External link] in 1902, did the entire British Army[image: External link] standardise on dun for Service Dress[image: External link]. Indian Army uniform standardises on dun for khaki.

The modern Indian Army wears distinctive parade uniforms characterised by variegated turbans and waist-sashes in regimental colours. The Gurkha and Garwhal Rifles and the Assam, Kumaon and the Naga Regiments wear broad brimmed hats of traditional style. Traditionally, all rifle regiments (Jammu and Kashmir Rifles, Garhwal Rifles, all Gorkha Rifles, and Rajputana Rifles) as well as the Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry wear rank badges[image: External link], buttons and blackened wire embroidered articles of uniform in black instead of the usual brass (or gold) colour as the original role of the rifle regiments was camouflage and concealment.
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 Medals and awards




The medals awarded by President of India[image: External link] for gallantry displayed at the battlefield, in order of precedence, are- Param Vir Chakra[image: External link], Maha Vir Chakra[image: External link] and Vir Chakra[image: External link]. The medals awarded by the President[image: External link] for gallantry displayed away from the battlefield, in order of precedence, are- Ashoka Chakra[image: External link], Kirti Chakra[image: External link] and Shaurya Chakra[image: External link]. Many of the recipients of the above awards have been Indian Army personnel.
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 Equipment




Main articles: Equipment of the Indian Army[image: External link] and List of active Indian military aircraft[image: External link]


Most of the army equipment is imported, but efforts are being made to manufacture indigenous equipment. The Defence Research and Development Organisation[image: External link] has developed a range of weapons for the Indian Army ranging from small arms, artillery, radars and the Arjun[image: External link] tank. All Indian Military small-arms are manufactured under the umbrella administration of the Ordnance Factories Board[image: External link], with principal Firearm manufacturing facilities in Ichhapore, Cossipore[image: External link], Kanpur, Jabalpur and Tiruchirapalli. The Indian National Small Arms System ( INSAS[image: External link]) rifle, which is successfully inducted by Indian Army since 1997 is a product of the Ishapore Rifle Factory[image: External link], while ammunition is manufactured at Khadki and possibly at Bolangir.

In 2014, Army chief General Bikram Singh said that if given sufficient budget support, the Indian Army might be able to acquire half the ammunition needed to fight in a major conflict by the next year.[150]

Aircraft - The Army Aviation Corps[image: External link] is the main body of the Indian Army for tactical air transport, reconnaissance, and medical evacuation, while Indian Air Force[image: External link]'s helicopter assets are responsible for assisting the army troop transport and close air support. It operates around 150 helicopters. The Indian army had projected a requirement for a helicopter that can carry loads of up to 750 kg heights of 23,000 feet (7,000 m) on the Siachen Glacier in Jammu and Kashmir. Flying at these heights poses unique challenges due to the rarefied atmosphere. The Indian Army will induct HAL Light Utility Helicopter[image: External link] to replace its ageing fleet of Chetaks[image: External link] and Cheetahs[image: External link], some of which were inducted more than three decades ago.[151]

On 13 October 2012, The defence minister has given the control of attack helicopters to Indian Army from Indian Air force.[152]
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 Future developments





	
F-INSAS[image: External link] is the Indian Army's principal infantry modernisation programme, which aims to modernise the army's 465 infantry and paramilitary battalions by 2020. The programme aims to upgrade the infantry with a multi-calibre rifle with an under-barrel grenade launcher and bulletproof jackets and helmets. The helmet would include a visor, flashlight, thermal sensors, night vision devices and a miniature computer with audio headsets. It will also include a new lightweight and waterproof uniform, which would help the soldier in carrying extra load and fighting in an NBC environment.[153]


	India is currently re-organising its mechanised forces to achieve strategic mobility and high-volume firepower for rapid thrusts into enemy territory. India proposes to progressively induct as many as 248 Arjun MBT[image: External link] and develop and induct the Arjun MK-II variant, 1,657 Russian-origin T-90S main-battle tanks (MBTs). The army is procuring 2,000 pieces of night vision devices for T-72 tanks for Rs 10 billion; 1,200 pieces for T-90 tanks for Rs 9.60 billion and 1,780 pieces for infantry combat vehicles for Rs 8.60 billion. It is also acquiring 700 TISAS (thermal imaging stand alone systems) and 418 TIFACS (thermal fire control systems) for its T-72 fleet at a cost of around $230 million. 300 Israeli TISAS were installed as part of several T-72 upgrade phases, followed by 3,860 image intensifier-based night-vision devices. 310 Russian produced T-90S Main Battle Tanks were also fitted with French Catherine TI cameras.[154][155]


	The Cabinet Committee on Security[image: External link] approved raising two new infantry mountain divisions (with around 15,000 combat soldiers each) and an artillery brigade in 2008. These divisions were likely to be armed with ultralight howitzers.[156] In July 2009, it was reported that the Army was advocating a new artillery division. The proposed artillery division, under the Kolkata-based Eastern Command[image: External link], was to have three brigades – two of 155 mm howitzers and one of the Russian "Smerch" and indigenous "Pinaka" multiple-launch rocket systems.[157]




The major ongoing weapons programmes of the Indian Army are as follows:


	Tanks and Armoured vehicles




	Arjun MK-III [158]


	Futuristic Battle Tank (FMBT) – The FMBT will be a lighter tank of 50 tons. At conceptual stage.

	
FICV[image: External link] – Futuristic Infantry Combat Vehicle

	
TATA Kestrel[image: External link] -A modern armoured personnel carrier developed by Tata Motors and the Defence Research and Development Organisation ( DRDO[image: External link]). It is developed with the intention to replace age old Soviet era BMPs and APCs in service with Indian army. Expected to join Indian Army by 2017.




	Missiles




	Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles

	
Agni-V[image: External link] – 5,000 km-8,000 km, Successfully Tested third time canistered version by DRDO on 31 January 2015.

	
Agni-VI[image: External link] – 8000–12,000 km range with MIRVed[image: External link] warheads. Currently in planning stage.





	Cruise Missiles

	Hypersonic missile[image: External link]

	Nirbhay Missile[image: External link]

	
BrahMos[image: External link] – M





	Tactical Ballistic Missiles

	
Prahaar (missile)[image: External link] – With a range of 150 km.[159]


	
Shaurya (missile)[image: External link] – It has a range of between 750 and 1900 km.





	Anti-Tank Guided Missiles

	
Nag Anti-tank guided missile[image: External link] – ground and air-launched variant.





	The Indian Ballistic Missile Defence Programme[image: External link] is an initiative to develop and deploy a multi-layered ballistic missile defence system to protect India from ballistic missile attacks. It is a double-tiered system consisting of two interceptor missiles[image: External link], namely the Prithvi Air Defence (PAD)[image: External link] missile for high altitude interception, and the Advanced Air Defence (AAD)[image: External link] Missile for lower altitude interception.[160][161]





	Vehicles




	
Tata Motors[image: External link] offers a full range 6×6, 8×8 and 12×12 multi-purpose high mobility carriers, designed especially for integrating specialist rocket and missile systems. Tata 2038 6×6 vehicle platform also stands qualified by the Indian Army for GRAD BM21 Multi Barrel Rocket Launcher (MBRL) application after rigorous field firing evaluation trials.

	
Mahindra Axe[image: External link] – Light utility vehicle to be purchased.

	The army needs 3,000 light support vehicles and 1600 heavy motor vehicles for mounting rockets and radar, and for reconnaissance and transportation at the cost of Rs 15 billion.[162]





	Artillery




	Under the Field Artillery Rationalisation Plan, the army plans to procure 3000 to 4000 pieces of artillery at the cost of ₹200 billion (US$3 billion). This includes purchasing 1580 towed, 814 mounted, 180 self-propelled wheeled, 100 self-propelled tracked and 145 ultra-light 155 mm/52 calibre artillery guns. The requirement for artillery guns would be met with indigenous development and production.[163]





	Small Arms




	
Excalibur rifle[image: External link] – Replacement for the INSAS rifle in service.[164]


	Multi Caliber Individual Weapon System (MCIWS)[image: External link]




	
Modern Sub Machine Carbine[image: External link] – The Modern Sub Machine Carbine (MSMC) is the latest combined venture of ARDE & OFB, developed for the Indian Army on a platform of experiences from the INSAS rifle. RFI's worth ₹220 billion (US$3 billion) were issued for assault rifles, carbines, pump-action shotguns, sniper rifles, anti-material rifles, general purpose machine guns and heavy machine guns.




	Army Aviation




	Procurement process for 197 light utility helicopters (LUH) has been scrapped, of which 64 will be inducted in the Army Aviation to replace the Cheetak and Cheetah Helicopters.

	
HAL Light Utility Helicopter[image: External link] (LUH);– requirement for 384 helicopters for both the army and air force.

	HAL has obtained a firm order to deliver 114 HAL Light Combat Helicopters[image: External link] to the Indian Army.[165]
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 See also





	Indian Armed Forces[image: External link]

	Indian Navy[image: External link]

	Indian Air Force[image: External link]

	Centre for Land Warfare Studies[image: External link]

	List of serving Generals of the Indian Army[image: External link]
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