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	Largest economies by nominal GDP in 2017

(counting the economies of the European Union as one)

according to International Monetary Fund[image: External link] estimates.[1]





Gross domestic product (GDP) is the market value of all final goods and services from a nation in a given year.[2] Countries are sorted by nominal GDP estimates from financial and statistical institutions, which are calculated at market or government official exchange rates. Nominal GDP does not take into account differences in the cost of living in different countries, and the results can vary greatly from one year to another based on fluctuations in the exchange rates of the country's currency[image: External link].[3] Such fluctuations may change a country's ranking from one year to the next, even though they often make little or no difference in the standard of living of its population.[4]

Comparisons of national wealth are also frequently made on the basis of purchasing power parity (PPP), to adjust for differences in the cost of living in different countries. PPP largely removes the exchange rate problem, but has its own drawbacks; it does not reflect the value of economic output in international trade, and it also requires more estimation than nominal GDP.[5] On the whole, PPP per capita figures are less spread than nominal GDP per capita figures.[6]

The United States[image: External link] is the world's largest economy with a GDP of approximately $18.56 trillion, notably due to high average incomes, a large population,[7] capital investment, moderate unemployment,[8] high consumer spending,[9] a relatively young population,[10] and technological innovation.[11] Tuvalu is the world's smallest national economy with a GDP of about $32 million because of its very small population, a lack of natural resources, reliance on foreign aid, negligible capital investment, demographic problems, and low average incomes.[12]

Although the rankings of national economies[image: External link] have changed considerably over time, the United States has maintained its top position since the Gilded Age, a time period in which its economy saw rapid expansion, surpassing the British Empire and Qing dynasty in aggregate output.[13][14] Since China's transition to a market-based economy through privatisation and deregulation,[15][16] the country has seen its ranking increase from ninth in 1978 to second to only the United States in 2016 as economic growth accelerated and its share of global nominal GDP surged from 2% in 1980 to 15% in 2016.[14][1] India has also experienced a similar economic boom since the implementation of neoliberal reforms in the early 1990s.[17] When supranational entities are included, the European Union[image: External link] is the second largest economy in the world. It was the largest from 2004, when ten countries joined the union[image: External link],[18] to 2014, after which it was surpassed by the United States.[19]

The first list largely includes data compiled by the International Monetary Fund[image: External link]'s World Economic Outlook for 2016, the second list shows the World Bank's 2015 estimates, the third list includes data compiled by the United Nations Statistics Division[image: External link] for 2013, and the fourth list includes mostly 2015 estimates from The World Factbook by the Central Intelligence Agency. Several economies which are not considered to be countries (the world, the European Union, and some dependent territories) are included in the lists because they appear in the sources as distinct economies. These economies are italicized and not ranked in the charts, but are listed where applicable.
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Per the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (2016)[1]

	
Per the World Bank (2015)[20]

	
Per the United Nations[image: External link] (2015)[21]




	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of US$)



	
	
 World[19]

	75,278,049



	1
	
 United States

	18,569,100



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 1][19]

	16,408,364



	2
	
  China[image: External link][n 2]

	11,218,281



	3
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	4,938,644



	4
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	3,466,639



	5
	
 United Kingdom

	2,629,188



	6
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,463,222



	7
	
 India

	2,256,397



	8
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	1,850,735



	9
	
 Brazil

	1,798,622



	10
	
 Canada

	1,529,224



	11
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	1,411,246



	12
	
 Russia[n 3]

	1,280,731



	13
	
 Australia

	1,258,978



	14
	
 Spain

	1,232,597



	15
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	1,046,002



	16
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	932,448



	17
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	857,429



	18
	
 Netherlands

	771,163



	19
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	659,850



	20
	
 Saudi Arabia

	639,617



	21
	
 Argentina

	545,124



	22
	
  Taiwan[image: External link]

	528,550



	23
	
 Sweden

	511,397



	24
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	467,591



	25
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	466,960



	26
	
 Thailand

	406,949



	27
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	405,952



	28
	
 Austria

	386,752



	29
	
 Iran

	376,755



	30
	
 United Arab Emirates

	371,353



	31
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	370,449



	32
	
 Egypt

	332,349



	33
	
 Hong Kong

	320,668



	34
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	318,386



	35
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	306,730



	36
	
 Philippines

	304,696



	37
	
 Singapore

	296,967



	38
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	296,359



	39
	
 South Africa

	294,132



	40
	
 Ireland

	293,605



	41
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	287,274



	42
	
 Pakistan

	284,185



	43
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	282,357



	44
	
 Chile

	247,025



	45
	
 Finland

	236,883



	46
	
 Bangladesh

	227,901



	47
	
 Portugal

	204,761



	48
	
 Vietnam

	201,326



	49
	
 Peru

	195,140



	50
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	194,248



	51
	
 Czech Republic

	192,991



	52
	
 Romania

	187,039



	53
	
 New Zealand

	181,991



	54
	
 Iraq

	167,026



	55
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	160,784



	56
	
 Qatar

	156,734



	57
	
 Kazakhstan

	133,757



	58
	
 Hungary

	125,675



	59
	
 Kuwait

	109,859



	60
	
 Morocco

	103,615



	61
	
 Puerto Rico

	101,304



	62
	
 Ecuador

	98,010



	63
	
 Angola

	95,821



	64
	
 Sudan

	94,421



	65
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	93,263



	66
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	89,525



	67
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	82,615



	68
	
  Syria[image: External link][n 4]

	77,460



	69
	
 Ethiopia

	72,523



	70
	
 Dominican Republic

	72,194



	71
	
 Kenya

	68,919



	72
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	68,175



	73
	
 Uzbekistan

	66,502



	74
	
 Myanmar

	66,324



	75
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	63,171



	76
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	59,468



	77
	
 Costa Rica

	58,109



	78
	
 Panama

	55,122



	79
	
 Uruguay

	54,567



	80
	
 Bulgaria

	52,418



	81
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	51,991



	82
	
 Croatia

	50,441



	83
	
 Belarus

	48,847



	84
	
 Tanzania

	47,184



	85
	
 Macau

	44,110



	86
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	44,009



	87
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	43,264



	88
	
 Lithuania

	42,749



	89
	
 Tunisia

	41,869



	90
	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo

	41,615



	91
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	38,743



	92
	
 Serbia

	37,745



	93
	
 Azerbaijan

	37,556



	94
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	36,180



	95
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	35,489



	96
	
 Bolivia

	34,831



	97
	
 Libya

	33,157



	98
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	31,907



	99
	
 Cameroon

	29,334



	100
	
 Latvia

	27,684



	101
	
 Paraguay

	27,441



	102
	
 Yemen

	27,318



	103
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	26,709



	104
	
 Uganda

	26,195



	105
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	23,130



	106
	
 Honduras

	21,364



	107
	
 Zambia

	21,310



	108
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	21,154



	109
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	20,966



	110
	
 Iceland

	20,047



	111
	
 Papua New Guinea

	20,003



	112
	
 Cyprus

	19,810



	113
	
 Cambodia

	19,398



	114
	
 Afghanistan

	18,886



	115
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina

	16,605



	116
	
 Botswana

	15,018



	117
	
 Senegal

	14,785



	118
	
 Gabon

	14,273



	119
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	14,222



	120
	
 Zimbabwe

	14,174



	121
	
 Mali

	13,960



	122
	
 Jamaica

	13,950



	123
	
 Laos

	13,790



	124
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	13,049



	125
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	12,126



	126
	
 Mauritius

	11,950



	127
	
 Burkina Faso

	11,182



	128
	
 Equatorial Guinea

	11,636



	129
	
 Mozambique

	11,283



	130
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	11,182



	131
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	11,031



	132
	
 Malta

	10,953



	133
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	10,912



	134
	
 Namibia

	10,646



	135
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	10,499



	136
	
 Chad

	10,103



	137
	
 Madagascar

	9,740



	138
	
 Bahamas

	8,939



	139
	
 Benin

	8,577



	140
	
 Rwanda

	8,406



	141
	
 Haiti

	8,257



	142
	
 Republic of Congo

	7,955



	143
	
 Niger

	7,479



	144
	
 Tajikistan

	6,922



	145
	
 Moldova

	6,750



	146
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	6,707



	147
	
 Kyrgyzstan

	6,551



	148
	
 Guinea

	6,512



	149
	
 Malawi

	5,492



	150
	
 Eritrea

	5,352



	151
	
 Mauritania

	4,714



	152
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	4,640



	153
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,588



	154
	
 Togo

	4,434



	155
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	4,126



	156
	
 Sierra Leone

	3,981



	157
	
 Swaziland

	3,770



	158
	
 Suriname

	3,570



	159
	
 Guyana

	3,437



	160
	
 Maldives

	3,379



	161
	
 Burundi

	3,133



	162
	
 South Sudan

	2,914



	163
	
 Timor-Leste

	2,498



	164
	
 Lesotho

	2,267



	165
	
 Bhutan

	2,115



	166
	
 Liberia

	2,111



	167
	
 Djibouti

	1,894



	168
	
 Central African Republic

	1,780



	169
	
 Belize

	1,743



	170
	
 Cabo Verde[image: External link]

	1,636



	171
	
 San Marino

	1,592



	172
	
 Seychelles

	1,405



	173
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	1,398



	174
	
 St. Lucia

	1,385



	175
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,184



	176
	
 Guinea-Bissau

	1,155



	177
	
 Grenada

	1,027



	178
	
 The Gambia

	965



	179
	
 St. Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	903



	180
	
 Samoa

	786



	181
	
 St. Vincent and the Grenadines

	775



	182
	
 Vanuatu

	773



	183
	
 Comoros

	620



	184
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	520



	185
	
 Tonga

	403



	186
	
 São Tomé and Príncipe

	350



	187
	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]

	322



	188
	
 Palau

	293



	189
	
 Marshall Islands

	183



	190
	
 Kiribati

	167



	191
	
 Tuvalu

	34





	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of US$)



	
	
 World

	73,891,889



	1
	
 United States

	18,036,648



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 1][22]

	16,229,464



	2
	
  China[image: External link][n 5]

	11,007,721



	3
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	4,123,258



	4
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	3,363,447



	5
	
 United Kingdom

	2,858,003



	6
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,418,836



	7
	
 India

	2,095,398



	8
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	1,821,497



	9
	
 Brazil

	1,774,725



	10
	
 Canada

	1,550,537



	11
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	1,377,873



	12
	
 Australia

	1,339,539



	13
	
 Russia[n 3]

	1,326,015



	14
	
 Spain

	1,199,057



	15
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	1,144,331



	16
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	861,934



	17
	
 Netherlands

	752,547



	18
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	718,221



	19
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	664,738



	20
	
 Saudi Arabia

	646,002



	21
	
 Argentina

	548,055



	22
	
 Sweden

	492,618



	23
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	481,066



	24
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	474,783



	25
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	454,039



	26
	
 Iran

	425,326



	27
	
 Thailand

	395,282



	28
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	388,315



	29
	
 Austria

	374,056



	30
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	371,337



	31
	
 United Arab Emirates

	370,293



	32
	
 Egypt

	330,779



	33
	
 South Africa

	312,798



	34
	
 Hong Kong

	309,929



	35
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	296,218



	36
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	296,075



	37
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	295,164



	38
	
 Singapore

	292,739



	39
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	292,080



	40
	
 Philippines

	291,965



	41
	
 Pakistan

	269,971



	42
	
 Chile

	240,216



	43
	
 Ireland

	238,020



	44
	
 Finland

	229,810



	45
	
 Portugal

	198,931



	46
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	195,212



	47
	
 Bangladesh

	195,079



	48
	
 Vietnam

	193,599



	49
	
 Peru

	192,084



	50
	
 Kazakhstan

	184,361



	51
	
 Czech Republic

	181,811



	52
	
 Romania

	177,954



	53
	
 New Zealand

	173,754



	54
	
 Iraq

	168,607



	55
	
 Qatar

	166,908



	56
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	166,839



	57
	
 Hungary

	120,687



	58
	
 Kuwait

	112,812



	59
	
 Puerto Rico

	103,135



	60
	
 Angola

	102,643



	61
	
 Ecuador

	100,872



	62
	
 Morocco[n 6]

	100,360



	63
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	90,615



	64
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	86,582



	65
	
 Sudan

	84,067



	66
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	82,316



	67
	
 Cuba (2013)
	77,150



	68
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	70,255



	69
	
 Dominican Republic

	67,103



	70
	
 Uzbekistan

	66,733



	71
	
 Myanmar

	64,866



	72
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	63,794



	73
	
 Kenya

	63,398



	74
	
 Ethiopia

	61,537



	75
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	57,794



	76
	
 Belarus

	54,609



	77
	
 Uruguay

	53,443



	78
	
 Azerbaijan

	53,047



	79
	
 Panama

	52,132



	80
	
 Costa Rica

	51,107



	81
	
 Bulgaria

	48,953



	82
	
 Croatia

	48,732



	83
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	47,103



	84
	
 Macau

	46,178



	85
	
 Tanzania[n 7]

	44,895



	86
	
 Tunisia

	43,015



	87
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	42,747



	88
	
 Lithuania

	41,244



	89
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	37,864



	90
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	37,517



	91
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	37,334



	92
	
 Serbia

	36,513



	93
	
 Yemen

	35,955



	94
	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo

	35,238



	95
	
 Bolivia

	33,197



	96
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	32,221



	97
	
Cote d'Ivoire Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	31,753



	98
	
 Cameroon

	29,198



	99
	
 Libya

	29,153



	100
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	27,806



	101
	
 Paraguay

	27,623



	102
	
 Latvia

	27,035



	103
	
 Uganda

	26,369



	104
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	25,850



	105
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	22,691



	106
	
 Zambia

	21,202



	107
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	20,881



	108
	
 Honduras

	20,152



	109
	
 Cyprus[n 8]

	19,320



	110
	
 Afghanistan

	19,199



	111
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina

	18,521



	112
	
 Gabon

	18,180



	113
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	17,105



	114
	
 Iceland

	17,036



	115
	
 Papua New Guinea

	16,929



	116
	
 Cambodia

	16,778



	117
	
  Georgia[image: External link][n 9]

	16,530



	118
	
 Mozambique

	15,938



	119
	
 Botswana

	15,813



	120
	
 Senegal

	15,658



	121
	
 Equatorial Guinea

	15,530



	122
	
 Zimbabwe

	14,197



	123
	
 Republic of the Congo

	14,177



	124
	
 Chad

	13,922



	125
	
 Jamaica

	13,891



	126
	
 South Sudan

	13,282



	127
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	13,212



	128
	
 Namibia

	12,995



	129
	
 Mauritius

	12,630



	130
	
 Burkina Faso

	12,542



	131
	
 Mali

	12,037



	132
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	12,016



	133
	
 Laos

	11,997



	134
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	11,806



	135
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	11,644



	136
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	11,324



	137
	
 Madagascar

	10,593



	138
	
 Malta

	9,643



	139
	
 Benin

	9,575



	140
	
 Tajikistan

	9,242



	141
	
 Haiti

	8,713



	142
	
 The Bahamas

	8,511



	143
	
 Niger

	8,169



	144
	
 Moldova[n 10]

	7,962



	145
	
 Rwanda

	7,890



	146
	
 Kyrgyzstan

	7,404



	147
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	7,387



	148
	
 Guinea

	6,624



	149
	
 Somalia

	5,707



	150
	
 Bermuda

	5,574



	151
	
 Liechtenstein

	5,488



	152
	
 Suriname

	5,210



	153
	
 Mauritania

	5,061



	154
	
 Sierra Leone

	4,838



	155
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	4,588



	156
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	4,532



	157
	
 Togo

	4,518



	158
	
 Swaziland

	4,413



	159
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,355



	160
	
 Malawi

	4,258



	161
	
 Andorra

	3,249



	162
	
 Guyana

	3,097



	163
	
 Burundi

	3,094



	164
	
 Maldives

	3,062



	165
	
 Faroe Islands

	2,613



	166
	
 Greenland

	2,441



	167
	
 Lesotho

	2,181



	168
	
 Liberia

	2,013



	169
	
 Bhutan

	1,959



	170
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	1,871



	171
	
 Central African Republic

	1,723



	172
	
 Belize

	1,699



	173
	
 Djibouti

	1,589



	174
	
 Seychelles

	1,423



	175
	
 Timor-Leste

	1,417



	176
	
 Saint Lucia

	1,404



	177
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	1,221



	178
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,158



	179
	
 Guinea-Bissau

	1,209



	180
	
 The Gambia

	851



	181
	
 Grenada

	884



	182
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	852



	183
	
 Vanuatu

	815



	184
	
 Samoa

	800



	185
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	729



	186
	
 Comoros

	624



	187
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	524



	188
	
 Tonga

	434



	189
	
Sao Tome and Principe São Tomé and Príncipe

	337



	190
	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]

	318



	191
	
 Palau

	251



	192
	
 Marshall Islands

	187



	193
	
 Kiribati

	167



	194
	
 Tuvalu

	38





	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of US$)



	
	
 World[23]

	74,196,404



	1
	
 United States

	18,036,648



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 1][24]

	16,832,631



	2
	
  China[image: External link][n 5]

	11,158,457



	3
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	4,383,076



	4
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	3,363,600



	5
	
 United Kingdom

	2,858,003



	6
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,418,945



	7
	
 India

	2,116,239



	8
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	1,821,580



	9
	
 Brazil

	1,772,591



	10
	
 Canada

	1,552,807



	11
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	1,377,873



	12
	
 Russia[n 3]

	1,326,016



	13
	
 Australia

	1,230,859



	14
	
 Spain

	1,192,955



	15
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	1,140,724



	16
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	861,933



	17
	
 Netherlands

	750,318



	18
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	717,887



	19
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	670,789



	20
	
 Saudi Arabia

	653,219



	21
	
 Sweden

	571,090



	22
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	568,499



	23
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	544,959



	24
	
 Argentina

	543,490



	25
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	531,547



	26
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	509,968



	27
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	500,519



	28
	
 Austria

	436,888



	29
	
 Iran

	425,326



	30
	
 Thailand

	404,824



	31
	
 United Arab Emirates

	399,451



	32
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	377,740



	33
	
 South Africa

	349,819



	34
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	346,119



	35
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	326,933



	36
	
 Singapore

	307,872



	37
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	305,673



	38
	
 Philippines

	290,896



	39
	
 Egypt

	282,242



	40
	
 Hong Kong

	274,027



	41
	
 Finland

	272,217



	42
	
 Chile

	258,062



	43
	
 Pakistan

	251,255



	44
	
 Ireland

	250,814



	45
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	235,574



	46
	
 Portugal

	230,117



	47
	
 Iraq

	225,422



	48
	
 Kazakhstan

	216,036



	49
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	213,518



	50
	
 Qatar

	211,817



	51
	
 Czech Republic

	205,270



	52
	
 Peru

	201,809



	53
	
 Romania

	199,045



	54
	
 New Zealand

	198,652



	55
	
 Vietnam

	186,205



	56
	
 Bangladesh

	173,062



	57
	
 Kuwait

	163,637



	58
	
 Angola

	146,676



	59
	
 Hungary

	138,347



	60
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	131,806



	61
	
 Morocco

	110,009



	62
	
 Puerto Rico

	103,676



	63
	
 Ecuador

	100,917



	64
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	100,249



	65
	
 Cuba

	87,205



	66
	
 Sudan

	81,894



	67
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	81,797



	68
	
 Belarus

	76,139



	69
	
 Azerbaijan

	75,193



	70
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	74,941



	71
	
 Myanmar

	66,478



	72
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	64,874



	73
	
 Dominican Republic

	63,969



	74
	
 Uzbekistan

	63,030



	75
	
 Kenya

	60,936



	76
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	58,827



	77
	
 Uruguay

	57,471



	78
	
 Croatia

	57,137



	79
	
 Bulgaria

	56,718



	80
	
 Macau

	55,502



	81
	
 Ethiopia

	53,638



	82
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	49,631



	83
	
 Costa Rica

	49,553



	84
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	49,491



	85
	
 Panama

	49,166



	86
	
 Lithuania

	48,392



	87
	
 Tanzania

	48,030



	88
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	47,932



	89
	
 Tunisia

	47,423



	90
	
 Serbia

	43,866



	91
	
 Libya

	41,319



	92
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	37,177



	93
	
 Yemen

	37,131



	94
	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo

	35,909



	95
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	35,827



	96
	
Cote d'Ivoire Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	34,254



	97
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	33,850



	98
	
 Bolivia

	32,996



	99
	
 Cameroon

	32,051



	100
	
 Latvia

	31,286



	101
	
 Paraguay

	30,985



	102
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	28,069



	103
	
 Uganda

	27,465



	104
	
 Zambia

	26,963



	105
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	26,485



	106
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	25,164



	107
	
 Cyprus

	23,077



	108
	
 Afghanistan

	21,122



	109
	
 Honduras

	19,497



	110
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	19,489



	111
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina

	18,491



	112
	
 Gabon

	17,412



	113
	
 North Korea[image: External link]

	17,396



	114
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	17,104



	115
	
 Mozambique

	17,081



	116
	
 Iceland

	17,036



	117
	
 Cambodia

	16,778



	118
	
 Equatorial Guinea

	16,731



	119
	
 Papua New Guinea

	16,576



	120
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	16,530



	121
	
 Botswana

	15,813



	122
	
 Senegal

	15,658



	123
	
 Zimbabwe

	14,719



	124
	
 Congo, Republic of the

	14,077



	125
	
 Jamaica

	13,927



	126
	
 Namibia

	13,429



	127
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	13,413



	128
	
 Chad

	12,791



	129
	
 Arab Palestinian areas

	12,766



	130
	
 Burkina Faso

	12,756



	131
	
 Mauritius

	12,616



	132
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	12,067



	133
	
 Mali

	11,979



	134
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	11,806



	135
	
 Laos

	11,749



	136
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	11,319



	137
	
 South Sudan

	11,007



	138
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	10,889



	139
	
 Madagascar

	10,674



	140
	
 Malta

	10,536



	141
	
 New Caledonia

	10,234



	142
	
 Benin

	9,575



	143
	
 Tajikistan

	9,242



	144
	
 Haiti

	8,599



	145
	
 The Bahamas

	8,510



	146
	
 Niger

	8,169



	147
	
 Moldova

	7,944



	148
	
 Rwanda

	7,903



	149
	
 Kyrgyzstan

	7,404



	150
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	7,387



	151
	
 Monaco

	7,060



	152
	
 Guinea

	6,579



	153
	
 Liechtenstein

	5,855



	154
	
 Malawi

	5,720



	155
	
 French Polynesia

	5,623



	156
	
 Bermuda

	5,601



	157
	
 Suriname

	5,210



	158
	
 Mauritania

	5,092



	159
	
 Timor-Leste

	4,970



	160
	
 Sierra Leone

	4,893



	161
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	4,588



	162
	
 Togo

	4,576



	163
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	4,532



	164
	
 Swaziland

	4,482



	165
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,353



	166
	
 Eritrea

	3,858



	167
	
 Cayman Islands

	3,480



	168
	
 Andorra

	3,278



	169
	
 Curaçao

	3,159



	170
	
 Guyana

	3,086



	171
	
 Maldives

	3,032



	172
	
 Burundi

	2,869



	173
	
 Aruba

	2,664



	174
	
 Greenland

	2,441



	175
	
 Liberia

	2,122



	176
	
 Lesotho

	2,081



	177
	
 Bhutan

	1,965



	178
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	1,855



	179
	
 San Marino

	1,845



	180
	
 Central African Republic

	1,838



	181
	
 Belize

	1,699



	182
	
 Djibouti

	1,589



	183
	
 Seychelles

	1,511



	184
	
 Saint Lucia

	1,406



	185
	
 Somalia

	1,375



	186
	
 Zanzibar

	1,289



	187
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	1,248



	188
	
 Guinea-Bissau

	1,209



	189
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,103



	190
	
 Sint Maarten

	1,059



	191
	
 British Virgin Islands

	902



	192
	
 Grenada

	884



	193
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	852



	194
	
 The Gambia

	851



	195
	
 Samoa

	824



	196
	
 Vanuatu

	812



	197
	
 Turks and Caicos Islands

	797



	198
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	729



	199
	
 Comoros

	648



	200
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	533



	201
	
 Tonga

	435



	202
	
Sao Tome and Principe São Tomé and Príncipe

	337



	203
	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]

	308



	204
	
 Cook Islands[image: External link]

	311



	205
	
 Anguilla

	311



	206
	
 Palau

	234



	207
	
 Marshall Islands

	209



	208
	
 Nauru

	182



	209
	
 Kiribati

	180



	210
	
 Montserrat

	63



	211
	
 Tuvalu

	38
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 Notes





	
^ a b c The European Union (EU) is an economic and political union of 28 member states that are located primarily[image: External link] in Europe[image: External link].


	
^ Figures exclude Taiwan[image: External link], and special administrative regions[image: External link] of Hong Kong and Macau.


	
^ a b c Figures exclude Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol.


	
^ Data for Syria's 2014 GDP is from the September 2011 WEO Database, the latest available from the IMF.


	
^ a b Figures exclude special administrative regions[image: External link] of Hong Kong and Macau.


	
^ Includes Former Spanish Sahara.


	
^ Covers mainland Tanzania only.


	
^ Data are for the area controlled by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.


	
^ Excludes Abkhazia and South Ossetia.


	
^ Excludes data for Transnistria.
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For countries by nominal GDP, see List of countries by GDP (nominal).



	






	Largest economies by GDP PPP in 2017.

According to International Monetary Fund[image: External link] estimates.[1]





This article includes a list of countries by their forecasted estimated gross domestic product (PPP).[2] Countries are sorted by GDP PPP forecasted estimates from financial and statistical institutions in the limited period January-April 2017, which are calculated at market or government official exchange rates. The GDP dollar ( INT$[image: External link]) data given on this page are derived from purchasing power parity (PPP) calculations.

Comparisons using PPP are arguably more useful than nominal when assessing a nation's domestic market because PPP takes into account the relative cost of local goods, services and inflation rates of the country, rather than using international market exchange rates which may distort the real differences in per capita income.[3] It is however limited when measuring financial flows between countries.[4] PPP is often used to gauge global poverty thresholds[image: External link] and is used by the United Nations[image: External link] in constructing the human development index[image: External link].[3] These surveys such as the International Comparison Program include both tradable and non-tradable goods in an attempt to estimate a representative basket of all goods.[3]

The first table includes estimation[image: External link] for the year 2017, for all current 191 International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF) members, as well as Hong Kong and Taiwan[image: External link] (the official list uses "Taiwan, Province of China"). Data are in millions of international dollars[image: External link] and were calculated by the IMF. Figures were published in April 2017. The second table includes data mostly for the year 2015 for 180 of the 193 current United Nations member states[image: External link], as well as the two Chinese Special Administrative Regions[image: External link] (Hong Kong and Macau). Data are in billions of international dollars and were compiled by the World Bank. The third table is a tabulation of the CIA World Factbook Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (Purchasing Power Parity)[image: External link] data update of 2016. The data for GDP at purchasing power parity have also been rebased using the new International Comparison Program price surveys and extrapolated to 2007.
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List by the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (Forecasted estimates for 2017)[5]

	
List by the World Bank (2015)[6]

	
List by the CIA World Factbook (1993–2016)[7]




	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of Int$)



	
	
 World

	126,687,917



	1
	
  China[image: External link][n 1]

	23,194,411



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 2]

	20,852,702



	2
	
 United States

	19,417,144



	3
	
 India

	9,489,302



	4
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	5,420,228



	5
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	4,134,668



	6
	
 Russia

	3,938,001



	7
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	3,257,123



	8
	
 Brazil

	3,216,031



	9
	
 United Kingdom

	2,905,392



	10
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,833,064



	11
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	2,406,199



	12
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	2,303,108



	13
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	2,082,079



	14
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	2,029,706



	15
	
 Saudi Arabia

	1,796,205



	16
	
 Spain

	1,768,816



	17
	
 Canada

	1,752,910



	18
	
 Iran

	1,535,491



	19
	
 Australia

	1,251,416



	20
	
 Thailand

	1,226,407



	21
	
 Egypt

	1,197,967



	22
	
  Taiwan[image: External link]

	1,177,052



	23
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	1,124,627



	24
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	1,114,105



	25
	
 Pakistan

	1,060,569



	26
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	922,057



	27
	
 Argentina

	912,816



	28
	
 Netherlands

	907,619



	29
	
 Philippines

	878,980



	30
	
 South Africa

	761,926



	31
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	720,151



	32
	
 United Arab Emirates

	693,765



	33
	
 Bangladesh

	686,598



	34
	
 Vietnam

	648,243



	35
	
 Iraq

	641,005



	36
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	634,746



	37
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	529,289



	38
	
 Sweden

	522,849



	39
	
 Singapore

	514,837



	40
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	514,162



	41
	
 Kazakhstan

	472,563



	42
	
 Romania

	470,312



	43
	
 Chile

	455,941



	44
	
 Hong Kong

	449,589



	45
	
 Austria

	432,424



	46
	
 Peru

	429,711



	47
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	404,109



	48
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	377,100



	49
	
 Czech Republic

	368,659



	50
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	368,047



	51
	
 Qatar

	347,887



	52
	
 Ireland

	343,682



	53
	
 Myanmar

	334,856



	54
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	316,120



	55
	
 Portugal

	310,651



	56
	
 Kuwait

	309,640



	57
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	302,150



	58
	
 Morocco

	300,556



	59
	
 Hungary

	284,266



	60
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	284,040



	61
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	278,415



	62
	
 Finland

	239,662



	63
	
 Uzbekistan

	222,792



	64
	
 Ethiopia

	194,980



	65
	
 Angola

	193,935



	66
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	189,582



	67
	
 Sudan

	186,715



	68
	
 New Zealand

	186,476



	69
	
 Ecuador

	184,629



	70
	
 Slovak Republic[image: External link]

	179,527



	71
	
 Dominican Republic

	174,180



	72
	
 Belarus

	173,405



	73
	
 Azerbaijan

	167,431



	74
	
 Kenya

	164,340



	75
	
 Tanzania

	163,522



	76
	
 Bulgaria

	152,079



	77
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	138,987



	78
	
 Tunisia

	136,797



	79
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	131,498



	80
	
 Puerto Rico

	129,848



	81
	
 Serbia

	107,131



	82
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	103,987



	83
	
 Panama

	100,512



	84
	
 Croatia

	100,006



	85
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	95,887



	86
	
 Uganda

	91,212



	87
	
 Lithuania

	90,387



	88
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	89,555



	89
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	88,786



	90
	
 Libya

	87,067



	91
	
 Costa Rica

	85,781



	92
	
 Bolivia

	83,608



	93
	
 Cameroon

	81,535



	94
	
 Uruguay

	77,800



	95
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	77,147



	96
	
 Yemen

	74,250



	97
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	69,922



	98
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	69,358



	99
	
 Zambia

	68,648



	100
	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo

	68,331



	101
	
 Paraguay

	68,005



	102
	
 Afghanistan

	67,462



	103
	
 Macau

	65,732



	104
	
 Cambodia

	64,405



	105
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	63,549



	106
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	57,285



	107
	
 Latvia

	53,268



	108
	
 Honduras

	45,628



	109
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	44,654



	110
	
 Laos

	44,639



	111
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina

	44,462



	112
	
 Senegal

	43,326



	113
	
 Mali

	40,974



	114
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	40,275



	115
	
 Madagascar

	40,055



	116
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	39,318



	117
	
 Botswana

	39,054



	118
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	37,731



	119
	
 Mozambique

	37,321



	120
	
 Gabon

	36,999



	121
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	36,198



	122
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	35,835



	123
	
 Burkina Faso

	35,598



	124
	
 Brunei Darussalam[image: External link]

	32,838



	125
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	31,924



	126
	
 Cyprus

	31,093



	127
	
 Equatorial Guinea

	30,807



	128
	
 Republic of Congo

	30,607



	129
	
 Zimbabwe

	29,795



	130
	
 Chad

	29,730



	131
	
 Papua New Guinea

	29,481



	132
	
 Tajikistan

	27,802



	133
	
 Mauritius

	27,507



	134
	
 Namibia

	27,451



	135
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	27,116



	136
	
 Jamaica

	26,474



	137
	
 Benin

	25,407



	138
	
 Rwanda

	24,717



	139
	
 Kyrgyz Republic

	22,737



	140
	
 Malawi

	22,577



	141
	
 Niger

	21,655



	142
	
 South Sudan

	20,423



	143
	
 Moldova

	20,207



	144
	
 Haiti

	19,979



	145
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	19,509



	146
	
 Malta

	18,404



	147
	
 Iceland

	17,846



	148
	
 Mauritania

	17,421



	149
	
 Guinea

	17,056



	150
	
 Togo

	12,494



	151
	
 Sierra Leone

	11,551



	152
	
 Swaziland

	11,352



	153
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	10,934



	154
	
 Eritrea

	9,678



	155
	
 The Bahamas

	9,374



	156
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	8,798



	157
	
 Burundi

	8,024



	158
	
 Suriname

	7,961



	159
	
 Lesotho

	7,287



	160
	
 Bhutan

	7,045



	161
	
 Guyana

	6,398



	162
	
 Maldives

	5,853



	163
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,983



	164
	
 Timor-Leste

	4,567



	165
	
 Liberia

	3,960



	166
	
 Cabo Verde[image: External link]

	3,762



	167
	
 Djibouti

	3,658



	168
	
 The Gambia

	3,607



	169
	
 Central African Republic

	3,411



	170
	
 Belize

	3,252



	171
	
 Guinea-Bissau

	3,089



	172
	
 Seychelles

	2,761



	173
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	2,372



	174
	
 St. Lucia

	2,110



	175
	
 San Marino

	2,093



	176
	
 Grenada

	1,588



	177
	
 St. Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	1,544



	178
	
 Comoros

	1,329



	179
	
 St. Vincent and the Grenadines

	1,299



	180
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,247



	181
	
 Samoa

	1,129



	182
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	847



	183
	
 Vanuatu

	772



	184
	
 São Tomé and Príncipe

	685



	185
	
 Tonga

	597



	186
	
  Micronesia[image: External link]

	345



	187
	
 Palau

	297



	188
	
 Kiribati

	222



	189
	
 Marshall Islands

	188



	190
	
 Tuvalu

	41





	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of Int$)



	
	
 World

	115,165,700



	1
	
  China[image: External link][n 1]

	19,815,111



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 2]

	19,721,689



	2
	
 United States

	18,036,648



	3
	
 India

	8,003,408



	4
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	5,175,259



	5
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	3,924,035



	6
	
 Russia

	3,687,406



	7
	
 Brazil

	3,216,169



	8
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	2,848,028



	9
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,729,182



	10
	
 United Kingdom

	2,722,455



	11
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	2,260,233



	12
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	2,157,817



	13
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	1,753,733



	14
	
 Saudi Arabia

	1,688,633



	15
	
 Spain

	1,612,867



	16
	
 Canada

	1,586,725



	17
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	1,574,018



	18
	
 Iran

	1,358,795



	19
	
 Thailand

	1,110,458



	20
	
 Australia

	1,100,771



	21
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	1,093,921



	22
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	1,020,401



	23
	
 Egypt

	998,667



	24
	
 Pakistan

	946,667



	25
	
 Netherlands

	820,726



	26
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	815,645



	27
	
 Philippines

	741,029



	28
	
 South Africa

	723,516



	29
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	665,594



	30
	
 United Arab Emirates

	643,166



	31
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	582,598



	32
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	554,329



	33
	
 Vietnam

	552,297



	34
	
 Iraq

	542,520



	35
	
 Bangladesh

	536,567



	36
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	501,653



	37
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	496,477



	38
	
 Singapore

	471,631



	39
	
 Sweden

	454,868



	40
	
 Kazakhstan

	453,981



	41
	
 Romania

	424,474



	—
	 Hong Kong
	414,376



	42
	
 Austria

	411,818



	43
	
 Chile

	400,534



	44
	
 Peru

	389,147



	45
	
 Czech Republic

	339,402



	46
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	339,155



	47
	
 Qatar

	321,418



	48
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	319,401



	49
	
 Portugal

	302,329



	50
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	296,931



	51
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	288,778



	52
	
 Kuwait

	277,554



	53
	
 Morocco

	273,358



	54
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	264,702



	55
	
 Ireland

	253,635



	56
	
 Hungary

	251,842



	57
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	246,117



	58
	
 Cuba (2013)
	234,624



	59
	
 Finland

	222,575



	60
	
 Uzbekistan

	187,668



	61
	
 Angola

	184,438



	62
	
 Ecuador

	183,855



	63
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	171,692



	64
	
 Azerbaijan

	171,214



	65
	
 New Zealand

	169,960



	66
	
 Belarus

	168,009



	67
	
 Sudan

	167,909



	68
	
 Ethiopia

	161,571



	69
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	156,632



	70
	
 Dominican Republic

	149,627



	71
	
 Kenya

	141,951



	72
	
 Tanzania (mainland)
	138,461



	73
	
 Tunisia

	126,598



	74
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	125,950



	75
	 Puerto Rico
	125,861



	76
	
 Bulgaria

	125,699



	77
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	115,137



	78
	
 Croatia

	111,812



	79
	
 Serbia

	95,698



	80
	
 Yemen

	92,432



	81
	
 Libya

	88,867



	82
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	88,657



	83
	
 Panama

	87,196



	84
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	82,631



	85
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	81,547



	86
	
 Lithuania

	80,699



	87
	
Cote d'Ivoire Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	79,361



	88
	
 Costa Rica

	73,931



	89
	
 Bolivia

	73,796



	90
	
 Cameroon

	72,896



	91
	
 Uruguay

	72,751



	92
	
 Uganda

	71,246



	93
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	70,090



	—
	 Macau
	65,383



	94
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	64,656



	95
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	64,229



	96
	
 Afghanistan

	62,913



	97
	
 Zambia

	62,458



	98
	
 Paraguay

	62,458



	99
	
 Congo, Democratic Republic of the

	60,482



	100
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	58,065



	101
	
 Cambodia

	54,263



	102
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	52,701



	103
	
 Latvia

	48,049



	104
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	44,334



	105
	
 Mali

	42,737



	106
	
 Honduras

	41,057



	107
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina

	40,046



	108
	
 Laos

	38,605



	109
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	36,860



	110
	
 Senegal

	36,776



	111
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	36,068



	112
	
 Botswana

	35,763



	113
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	35,610



	114
	
 Madagascar

	35,366



	115
	
 Gabon

	34,523



	116
	
 Mozambique

	33,177



	117
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	32,663



	118
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	31,564



	119
	
 Chad

	30,481



	120
	
 Burkina Faso

	30,041



	121
	
 Brunei Darussalam[image: External link]

	29,969



	122
	
 Congo, Republic of the

	29,423



	123
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	28,907



	124
	
 Zimbabwe

	27,985



	125
	
 Cyprus

	25,864



	126
	
 Namibia

	25,606



	127
	
 Equatorial Guinea

	25,386



	128
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	25,329



	129
	
 Jamaica

	24,704



	130
	
 Mauritius

	24,596



	131
	
 Tajikistan

	23,579



	132
	
 Benin

	22,955



	133
	
 South Sudan

	22,829



	134
	 West Bank and Gaza
	22,155



	135
	
 Papua New Guinea

	21,384



	136
	
 Rwanda

	20,418



	137
	
 Kyrgyzstan

	20,413



	138
	
 Malawi

	20,359



	139
	
 Niger

	18,975



	140
	
 Haiti

	18,875



	141
	
 Moldova

	17,908



	142
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	17,454



	143
	
 Mauritania

	15,425



	144
	
 Iceland

	15,399



	145
	
 Guinea

	15,213



	146
	
 Malta

	12,500



	147
	
 Swaziland

	10,845



	148
	
 Togo

	10,663



	149
	
 Sierra Leone

	10,264



	150
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	9,638



	151
	
 Bahamas, The

	9,233



	152
	
 Suriname

	9,214



	153
	
 Burundi

	8,228



	154
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	8,171



	155
	
 Bhutan

	6,258



	156
	
 Guyana

	5,758



	157
	
 Lesotho

	5,585



	158
	
 Maldives

	5,170



	159
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,659



	160
	
 Liberia

	3,766



	161
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	3,482



	162
	
 Bermuda

	3,409



	163
	
 Gambia

	3,155



	164
	
 Belize

	3,064



	165
	
 Central African Republic

	2,927



	166
	
 Djibouti

	2,876



	167
	
 Timor-Leste

	2,813



	168
	
 Guinea-Bissau

	2,680



	169
	
 Seychelles

	2,534



	170
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	2,109



	171
	
 Saint Lucia

	2,033



	172
	
 Grenada

	1,385



	173
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	1,354



	174
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,276



	175
	
 St. Vincent and the Grenadines

	1,207



	176
	
 Samoa

	1,144



	177
	
 Comoros

	1,105



	178
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	820



	179
	
 Vanuatu

	787



	180
	
 Sao Tome and Principe

	594



	181
	
 Tonga

	552



	182
	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]

	348



	183
	
 Palau

	325



	184
	
 Kiribati

	209



	185
	
 Marshall Islands

	202



	186
	
 Tuvalu

	37





	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(billions of Int$)
	Year



	
	 World
	119,400
	2016 est.



	1
	  China[image: External link][n 1]
	21,270
	2016 est.



	—
	 European Union[image: External link][n 2]
	19,180
	2016 est.



	2
	 United States
	18,560
	2016 est.



	3
	 India
	8,721
	2016 est.



	4
	  Japan[image: External link]
	4,932
	2016 est.



	5
	  Germany[image: External link]
	3,979
	2016 est.



	6
	 Russia
	3,745
	2016 est.



	7
	 Brazil
	3,135
	2016 est.



	8
	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	3,028
	2016 est.



	9
	 United Kingdom
	2,788
	2016 est.



	10
	  France[image: External link]
	2,737
	2016 est.



	11
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	2,307
	2016 est.



	12
	  Italy[image: External link]
	2,221
	2016 est.



	13
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	1,929
	2016 est.



	14
	 Saudi Arabia
	1,731
	2016 est.



	15
	 Spain
	1,690
	2016 est.



	16
	 Canada
	1,674
	2016 est.



	17
	  Turkey[image: External link]
	1,670
	2016 est.



	18
	 Iran
	1,459
	2016 est.



	19
	 Australia
	1,189
	2016 est.



	20
	 Thailand
	1,161
	2016 est.



	—
	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	1,125
	2016 est.



	21
	 Egypt
	1,105
	2016 est.



	22
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	1,089
	2016 est.



	23
	  Poland[image: External link]
	1,052
	2016 est.



	24
	 Pakistan
	988.2
	2016 est.



	25
	 Argentina
	879.4
	2016 est.



	26
	 Netherlands
	865.9
	2016 est.



	27
	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	863.8
	2016 est.



	28
	 Philippines
	801.9
	2016 est.



	29
	 South Africa
	736.3
	2016 est.



	30
	  Colombia[image: External link]
	690.4
	2016 est.



	31
	 United Arab Emirates
	667.2
	2016 est.



	32
	 Bangladesh
	628.4
	2016 est.



	33
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	609.4
	2016 est.



	34
	 Iraq
	596.7
	2016 est.



	35
	 Vietnam
	594.9
	2016 est.



	36
	  Belgium[image: External link]
	508.6
	2016 est.



	37
	 Sweden
	498.1
	2016 est.



	38
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	494.3
	2016 est.



	39
	 Singapore
	486.9
	2016 est.



	40
	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	468.6
	2016 est.



	41
	 Kazakhstan
	460.7
	2016 est.



	42
	 Romania
	441.0
	2016 est.



	43
	 Chile
	436.1
	2016 est.



	—
	 Hong Kong
	427.4
	2016 est.



	44
	 Austria
	415.9
	2016 est.



	45
	 Peru
	409.9
	2016 est.



	46
	  Norway[image: External link]
	364.7
	2016 est.



	47
	 Czech Republic
	350.9
	2016 est.



	48
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	349.8
	2016 est.



	49
	 Qatar
	334.5
	2016 est.



	50
	 Ireland
	324.3
	2016 est.



	51
	 Myanmar
	311.1
	2016 est.



	52
	 Kuwait
	301.1
	2016 est.



	53
	 Portugal
	297.1
	2016 est.



	54
	  Israel[image: External link]
	297.0
	2016 est.



	55
	  Greece[image: External link]
	290.5
	2016 est.



	56
	 Morocco
	282.8
	2016 est.



	57
	 Hungary
	267.6
	2016 est.



	58
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	264.8
	2016 est.



	59
	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	237.8
	2016 est.



	60
	 Finland
	230.0
	2016 est.



	61
	 Uzbekistan
	202.3
	2016 est.



	62
	 Angola
	187.3
	2016 est.



	63
	 Ecuador
	182.4
	2016 est.



	64
	 Sudan
	176.3
	2016 est.



	65
	 New Zealand
	174.8
	2016 est.



	66
	 Ethiopia
	174.7
	2016 est.



	67
	  Oman[image: External link]
	173.1
	2016 est.



	68
	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	169.1
	2016 est.



	69
	 Azerbaijan
	167.9
	2016 est.



	70
	 Belarus
	165.4
	2016 est.



	71
	 Dominican Republic
	160.9
	2016 est.



	72
	 Kenya
	152.7
	2016 est.



	73
	 Tanzania
	150.6
	2016 est.



	74
	 Bulgaria
	143.1
	2016 est.



	75
	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	132.3
	2016 est.



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	131.0
	2016 est.



	76
	 Tunisia
	130.8
	2016 est.



	77
	 Cuba
	128.5
	2014 est.



	78
	  Ghana[image: External link]
	120.8
	2016 est.



	79
	 Serbia
	108.5
	2016 est.



	80
	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	94.77
	2016 est.



	81
	 Croatia
	94.24
	2016 est.



	82
	 Panama
	93.12
	2016 est.



	83
	 Libya
	90.98
	2016 est.



	84
	 Cote d'Ivoire[image: External link]
	87.12
	2016 est.



	85
	  Jordan[image: External link]
	86.19
	2016 est.



	86
	 Lithuania
	85.79
	2016 est.



	87
	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	85.16
	2016 est.



	88
	 Uganda
	84.93
	2016 est.



	89
	 Costa Rica
	79.26
	2016 est.



	90
	 Bolivia
	78.35
	2016 est.



	91
	 Cameroon
	77.24
	2016 est.



	92
	 Uruguay
	73.93
	2016 est.



	93
	 Yemen
	73.45
	2016 est.



	94
	    Nepal[image: External link]
	71.52
	2016 est.



	95
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	66.37
	2016 est.



	96
	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	66.13
	2016 est.



	97
	 Congo, Democratic Republic of the
	66.01
	2016 est.



	98
	 Zambia
	65.17
	2016 est.



	99
	 Paraguay
	64.12
	2016 est.



	100
	 Afghanistan
	64.08
	2016 est.



	—
	 Macau
	63.22
	2016 est.



	101
	 Cambodia
	58.94
	2016 est.



	102
	  Luxembourg[image: External link]
	58.74
	2016 est.



	103
	  Syria[image: External link]
	55.80
	2015 est.



	104
	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	54.79
	2016 est.



	105
	 Latvia
	50.87
	2016 est.



	106
	 Trinidad and Tobago
	43.57
	2016 est.



	107
	 Honduras
	43.19
	2016 est.



	108
	 Bosnia and Herzegovina
	42.53
	2016 est.



	109
	 Laos
	40.96
	2016 est.



	110
	 North Korea[image: External link]
	40.00
	2014 est.



	111
	 Senegal
	39.72
	2016 est.



	112
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	38.70
	2016 est.



	113
	 Mali
	38.09
	2016 est.



	114
	 Madagascar
	37.49
	2016 est.



	115
	  Georgia[image: External link]
	37.38
	2016 est.



	116
	  Mongolia[image: External link]
	36.65
	2016 est.



	117
	 Botswana
	36.51
	2016 est.



	118
	 Gabon
	36.22
	2016 est.



	119
	 Mozambique
	35.31
	2016 est.



	120
	  Albania[image: External link]
	34.21
	2016 est.



	121
	  Brunei[image: External link]
	33.73
	2016 est.



	122
	  Nicaragua[image: External link]
	33.49
	2016 est.



	123
	 Burkina Faso
	32.99
	2016 est.



	124
	 Equatorial Guinea
	31.77
	2016 est.



	125
	 Chad
	30.59
	2016 est.



	126
	 Congo, Republic of the
	30.27
	2016 est.



	127
	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	30.13
	2016 est.



	128
	 Cyprus
	29.26
	2016 est.



	129
	 Zimbabwe
	28.33
	2016 est.



	130
	 Papua New Guinea
	28.02
	2016 est.



	131
	 Namibia
	27.04
	2016 est.



	132
	  Armenia[image: External link]
	26.56
	2016 est.



	133
	 Mauritius
	25.85
	2016 est.



	134
	 Tajikistan
	25.81
	2016 est.



	135
	 Jamaica
	25.39
	2016 est.



	136
	 Benin
	24.31
	2016 est.



	137
	 Rwanda
	21.97
	2016 est.



	138
	 Malawi
	21.23
	2016 est.



	—
	 West Bank[image: External link]
	21.22
	2014 est.



	139
	 Kyrgyzstan
	21.01
	2016 est.



	140
	 South Sudan
	20.88
	2016 est.



	141
	 Niger
	20.27
	2016 est.



	142
	 Haiti
	19.36
	2016 est.



	143
	 Moldova
	18.54
	2016 est.



	—
	  Kosovo[image: External link]
	18.49
	2016 est.



	144
	 Mauritania
	16.71
	2016 est.



	145
	 Malta
	16.32
	2016 est.



	146
	 Iceland
	16.15
	2016 est.



	147
	 Guinea
	16.08
	2016 est.



	148
	 Togo
	11.61
	2016 est.



	—
	 New Caledonia
	11.10
	2014 est.



	149
	 Swaziland
	11.06
	2016 est.



	150
	 Sierra Leone
	10.64
	2016 est.



	151
	  Montenegro[image: External link]
	10.61
	2016 est.



	152
	 Eritrea
	9.169
	2016 est.



	153
	 Bahamas, The
	9.066
	2016 est.



	154
	 Suriname
	8.547
	2016 est.



	155
	  Fiji[image: External link]
	8.374
	2016 est.



	156
	 Burundi
	7.892
	2016 est.



	—
	 French Polynesia
	7.150
	2012 est.



	157
	 Timor-Leste
	7.101
	2015 est.



	158
	 Monaco
	6.790
	2013 est.



	159
	 Bhutan
	6.383
	2015 est.



	—
	 Isle of Man[image: External link]
	6.298
	2012 est.



	160
	 Lesotho
	5.777
	2015 est.



	—
	  Jersey[image: External link]
	5.771
	2012 est.



	161
	 Guyana
	5.770
	2015 est.



	—
	 Bermuda
	5.198
	2013 est.



	—
	  Guam[image: External link]
	4.882
	2013 est.



	162
	 Maldives
	4.732
	2015 est.



	163
	  Barbados[image: External link]
	4.658
	2015 est.



	164
	 Somalia
	4.431
	2010 est.



	—
	 U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link]
	3.792
	2013 est.



	165
	 Liberia
	3.780
	2015 est.



	166
	 Cape Verde[image: External link]
	3.479
	2015 est.



	—
	  Guernsey[image: External link]
	3.451
	2013 est.



	167
	 Gambia, The
	3.269
	2015 est.



	168
	 Liechtenstein
	3.200
	2009 est.



	169
	 Andorra
	3.163
	2012 est.



	—
	 Curaçao
	3.128
	2012 est.



	170
	 Djibouti
	3.093
	2015 est.



	171
	 Belize
	3.071
	2015 est.



	172
	 Central African Republic
	3.052
	2015 est.



	173
	 Guinea-Bissau
	2.677
	2015 est.



	174
	 Seychelles
	2.533
	2015 est.



	—
	 Aruba
	2.516
	2009 est.



	175
	 Cayman Islands
	2.507
	2014 est.



	—
	 Greenland
	2.173
	2011 est.



	176
	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	2.096
	2015 est.



	177
	 Saint Lucia
	2.032
	2015 est.



	178
	 San Marino
	1.952
	2015 est.



	—
	  Gibraltar[image: External link]
	1.850
	2013 est.



	—
	 Faroe Islands
	1.471
	2010 est.



	179
	 Grenada
	1.385
	2015 est.



	180
	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	1.358
	2015 est.



	181
	 Comoros
	1.214
	2015 est.



	182
	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	1.211
	2015 est.



	183
	 Solomon Islands
	1.141
	2015 est.



	184
	 Samoa
	1.033
	2015 est.



	—
	 Western Sahara[image: External link]
	0.9065
	2007 est.



	185
	  Dominica[image: External link]
	0.8201
	2015 est.



	—
	 American Samoa[image: External link]
	0.7110
	2013 est.



	—
	 Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link]
	0.682
	2013 est.



	186
	 Vanuatu
	0.6758
	2015 est.



	187
	 Sao Tome and Principe
	0.6637
	2015 est.



	—
	 Turks and Caicos Islands
	0.6320
	2007 est.



	—
	 Saint Martin[image: External link]
	0.5615
	2005 est.



	188
	 Tonga
	0.5230
	2014 est.



	—
	 British Virgin Islands
	0.5000
	2010 est.



	—
	 Sint Maarten
	0.3658
	2014 est.



	189
	 Micronesia, Federated States of[image: External link]
	0.3103
	2015 est.



	190
	 Palau
	0.2626
	2015 est.



	—
	 Cook Islands[image: External link]
	0.2441
	



	—
	 Saint Pierre and Miquelon[image: External link]
	0.2153
	2006 est.



	191
	 Marshall Islands
	0.1869
	2015 est.



	—
	 Anguilla
	0.1754
	2009 est.



	192
	 Kiribati
	0.1698
	2015 est.



	—
	 Falkland Islands[image: External link]
	0.1645
	2007 est.



	193
	 Nauru
	0.1508
	2015 est.



	—
	 Wallis and Futuna[image: External link]
	0.0600
	2004 est.



	—
	 Montserrat
	0.0438
	2006 est.



	194
	 Tuvalu
	0.0390
	2016 est.



	—
	 Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha[image: External link]
	0.0311
	2009 est.



	—
	  Niue[image: External link]
	0.0101
	2003 est.



	—
	  Tokelau[image: External link]
	0.0015
	1993 est.
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Notes



	
^ a b c Figure for Mainland China[image: External link]; excludes the two special administrative regions[image: External link], namely Hong Kong and Macau.


	
^ a b c The European Union (EU) is an economic and political union of 28 member states that are located primarily[image: External link] in Europe[image: External link]. The EU is included because it has many attributes of independent nations, being much more than a free-trade association such as ASEAN, NAFTA, or Mercosur.[8] As the EU is not a country, the U.S. is the second ranked country on these lists.







	
^2 IMF estimate.

	
^3 Data excludes French Polynesia.

	
^a China's PPP is based on prices for 11 administrative regions, extrapolated to the full country, and an urban/rural breakdown. China's entry does not include the two special administrative regions[image: External link], namely Hong Kong and Macau. These are listed separately.
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Gross world Product






The gross world product (GWP) is the combined gross national product[image: External link] of all the countries[image: External link] in the world. Because imports and exports balance exactly when considering the whole world, this also equals the total global gross domestic product (GDP).[nb 1] In 2014, according to the CIA[image: External link]'s World Factbook[image: External link], the GWP totalled approximately US$107.5 trillion in terms of purchasing power parity (PPP), and around US$78.28 trillion in nominal terms.[1] The per capita[image: External link] PPP GWP in 2014 was approximately US$16,100 according to the World Factbook.[1] According to the World Bank, the 2013 nominal GWP was approximately US$75.59 trillion.[2]
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 Recent growth




The table below gives regional percentage values for overall GWP growth from 2006 through 2016, as well as an estimate for 2017 and 2018, according to the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF)'s World Economic Outlook database. Data is given in terms of constant year-on-year prices.[3]



	Gross world product growth rate by region (%)



	Region
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018



	World average
	5.5
	5.6
	3.0
	-0.1
	5.4
	4.2
	3.5
	3.4
	3.5
	3.4
	3.1
	3.5
	3.6



	Advanced economies
	3.0
	2.7
	0.1
	-3.4
	3.1
	1.7
	1.2
	1.3
	2.0
	2.1
	1.7
	2.0
	2.0



	Eurozone
	3.2
	3.0
	0.4
	-4.5
	2.1
	1.5
	-0.9
	-0.3
	1.2
	2.0
	1.7
	1.7
	1.6



	Developing countries
	8.1
	8.6
	5.8
	2.9
	7.4
	6.3
	5.4
	5.1
	4.7
	4.2
	4.1
	4.5
	4.8
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 Historical and prehistorical estimates




In 1998, economic historian J. Bradford DeLong[image: External link] estimated the total GWP in 1990 U.S. dollars for the main years between one million years BC and 2000 AD (shown in the table below).[5] Nominal GWP estimates from 2005 onwards are also shown in contemporary U.S. dollars, according to estimates from the CIA World Factbook and the World Bank.[1] "Billion" in the table below refers to the short scale[image: External link] usage of the term, where 1 billion = 1,000 million = 109.



	Year
	Real GWP ($ billions, 1990 intl$[image: External link])


	Compound annual growth rate[image: External link]



	2014 AD
	77,868[2]

	



	2010 AD
	62,220 (est. 41,090 in 1990 U.S. dollars)[6]

	



	2005 AD
	43,070 (est. 31,300 in 1990 U.S. dollars)[citation needed[image: External link]]

	



	2000 AD
	41,016.69
	4.04%



	1995 AD
	33,644.33
	4.09%



	1990 AD
	27,539.57
	4.14%



	1985 AD
	22,481.11
	3.62%



	1980 AD
	18,818.46
	4.43%



	1975 AD
	15,149.42
	4.53%



	1970 AD
	12,137.94
	5.87%



	1965 AD
	9,126.98
	5.89%



	1960 AD
	6,855.25
	4.77%



	1955 AD
	5,430.44
	5.88%



	1950 AD
	4,081.81
	3.12%



	1940 AD
	3,001.36
	2.91%



	1930 AD
	2,253.81
	1.4%



	1925 AD
	2,102.88
	3.94%



	1920 AD
	1,733.67
	2.29%



	1900 AD
	1,102.96
	2.69%



	1875 AD
	568.08
	1.84%



	1850 AD
	359.90
	1.45%



	1800 AD
	175.24
	0.62%



	1750 AD
	128.51
	0.51%



	1700 AD
	99.80
	0.40%



	1650 AD
	81.74
	0.12%



	1600 AD
	77.01
	0.27%



	1500 AD
	58.67
	0.27%



	1400 AD
	44.92
	0.21%



	1350 AD
	40.50
	0.47%



	1300 AD
	32.09
	-0.21%



	1250 AD
	35.58
	-0.10%



	1200 AD
	37.44
	-0.056%



	1100 AD
	39.60
	0.11%



	1000 AD
	35.31
	0.11%



	900 AD
	31.68
	0.23%



	800 AD
	25.23
	0.074%



	700 AD
	23.44
	0.12%



	600 AD
	20.86
	0.046%



	500 AD
	19.92
	0.077%



	400 AD
	18.44
	0.056%



	350 AD
	17.93
	-0.022%



	200 AD
	18.54
	0.031%



	14 AD
	17.50
	-0.427%



	1 AD
	18.50
	0.042%



	200 BC
	17.00
	0.030%



	400 BC
	16.02
	0.155%



	500 BC
	13.72
	0.115%



	800 BC
	9.72
	0.213%



	1000 BC
	6.35
	0.063%



	1600 BC
	4.36
	0.092%



	2000 BC
	3.02
	0.064%



	3000 BC
	1.59
	0.073%



	4000 BC
	0.77
	0.041%



	5000 BC
	0.51
	0.0057%



	8000 BC
	0.43
	0.0075%



	10,000 BC
	0.37
	0.0012%



	25,000 BC
	0.31
	0.00045%



	300,000 BC
	0.09
	0.00031%



	1,000,000 BC
	0.01
	–
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 Notes





	
^ See measures of national income and output[image: External link] for more details.
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Market Value






For values of entire markets, see Market size[image: External link]. For market value of the shares outstanding of a publicly traded company, see Market capitalization[image: External link].

Market value or OMV (Open Market Valuation) is the price at which an asset would trade in a competitive auction setting. Market value is often used interchangeably with open market value, fair value[image: External link] or fair market value, although these terms have distinct definitions in different standards, and may differ in some circumstances.
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 Definition




International Valuation Standards[image: External link] defines market value as "the estimated amount for which a property should exchange on the date of valuation between a willing buyer and a willing seller in an arm’s-length[image: External link] transaction after proper marketing wherein the parties had each acted knowledgeably, prudently, and without compulsion."[1]

Market value is a concept distinct from market price[image: External link], which is “the price at which one can transact”, while market value is “the true underlying value” according to theoretical standards. The concept is most commonly invoked in inefficient markets[image: External link] or disequilibrium[image: External link] situations where prevailing market prices are not reflective of true underlying market value. For market price to equal market value, the market must be informationally efficient and rational expectations[image: External link] must prevail.

Recently, Mocciaro Li Destri, Picone & Minà (2012)[2] have underscored the subtle but important difference between the firms’ capacity to create value through correct operational choices and valid strategies, on the one hand, and the epiphenomenal manifestation of variations in stockholder value on the financial markets (notably on stock markets). In this perspective, they suggest to implement new methodologies able to bring strategy back into financial performance measures.

Market value is also distinct from fair value[image: External link] in that fair value depends on the parties involved, while market value does not. For example, IVS currently notes fair value "requires the assessment of the price that is fair between two specific parties taking into account the respective advantages or disadvantages that each will gain from the transaction. Although market value may meet these criteria, this is not necessarily always the case. Fair value is frequently used when undertaking due diligence in corporate transactions, where particular synergies between the two parties may mean that the price that is fair between them is higher than the price that might be obtainable in the wider market. In other words "special value" may be generated. Market value requires this element of "special value" to be disregarded, but it forms part of the assessment of fair value.[3]
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 Real estate




The term is commonly used in real estate appraisal[image: External link], since real estate markets are generally considered both informationally and transactionally inefficient. Also, real estate markets are subject to prolonged periods of disequilibrium, such as in contamination situations or other market disruptions.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Appraisals are usually performed under some set of assumptions about transactional markets, and those assumptions are captured in the definition of value used for the appraisal. Commonly, the definition set forth for U.S. federally regulated lending institutions is used, although other definitions may also be used under some circumstances:[4]


	"The most probable price (in terms of money) which a property should bring in a competitive and open market under all conditions requisite to a fair sale, the buyer and seller each acting prudently and knowledgeably, and assuming the price is not affected by undue stimulus. Implicit in this definition is the consummation of a sale as of a specified date and the passing of title from seller to buyer under conditions whereby: the buyer and seller are typically motivated; both parties are well informed or well advised, and acting in what they consider their best interests; a reasonable time is allowed for exposure in the open market; payment is made in terms of cash in United States dollars or in terms of financial arrangements comparable thereto; and the price represents the normal consideration for the property sold unaffected by special or creative financing[image: External link] or sales concessions granted by anyone associated with the sale."



In the USA, Licensed or Certified Apppraisers may be required under state, federal, or local laws to develop appraisals subject to USPAP Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice[image: External link]. The Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice[image: External link] requires that when market value is the applicable definition, the appraisal must also contain an analysis of the highest and best use as well as an estimation of exposure time. All states require mandatory licensure of appraisers.

It is important to note that USPAP does not require that all real estate appraisals be performed based on a single definition of market value. Indeed, there are frequent situations when appraisers are called upon to appraise properties using other value definitions. If a value other than market value is appropriate, USPAP only requires that the appraiser provide both the definition of value being used and the citation for that definition.
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 Other definitions




Market value is the most commonly used type of value in real estate appraisal in the United States because it is required for all federally regulated mortgage transactions, and because it has been accepted by US courts as valid. However, real estate appraisers use many other definitions of value in other situations.[5]
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 Liquidation value




Liquidation value is the most probable price that a specified interest in real property is likely to bring under all of the following conditions:


	Consummation of a sale will occur within a severely limited future marketing period specified by the client.

	The actual market conditions currently prevailing are those to which the appraise property interest is subject.

	The buyer is acting prudently and knowledgeably.

	The seller is under extreme compulsion to sell.

	The buyer is typically motivated.

	The buyer is acting in what he or she considered his or her best interest.

	A limited marketing effort and time will be allowed for the completion of the sale.

	Payment will be made in cash in U.S. dollars or in terms of financial arrangements comparable thereto.

	The price represents the normal consideration for the property sold, unaffected by special or creative financing or sales concessions granted by anyone associated with the sale.
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 Orderly liquidation value




This value definition differs from the previous one in that it assumes an orderly transition, and not "extreme compulsion".[6]
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 Federal land acquisition




For land acquisitions by or funded by U.S. federal agencies, a slightly different definition applies:[7]


	"Fair market value is defined as the amount in cash or terms reasonably equivalent to cash, for which in all probability the property would be sold by a knowledgeable owner willing but not obligated to sell to a knowledgeable purchaser who desired but is not obligated to buy. In ascertaining that figure, consideration should be given to all matters that might be brought forward and reasonably be given substantial weight in bargaining by persons of ordinary prudence, but no consideration whatever should be given to matters not affecting market value."
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 Going concern value




When a real estate appraiser works with a business valuation[image: External link] appraiser (and perhaps an equipment and machinery appraiser)[8] to provide a value of the combination of a business and the real estate used for that business, the specific market value is called "going concern value." It recognizes that the combined market value may be different from the sum of the separate values: "The market value of all the tangible and intangible assets of an established operating business with an indefinite life, as if sold in aggregate."[9]
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 Use value




Use value[image: External link] takes into account a specific use for the subject property and does not attempt to ascertain the highest and best use of the real estate. For example, the appraisal may focus on the contributory value of the real estate to a business enterprise.

Some property tax jurisdictions allow agricultural use appraisals for farmland. Also, current IRS estate tax regulations allow land under an interim agricultural use to be valued according to its current use regardless of development potential.[10]
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 Economic value and Investor confidence




Stability and economic growth[image: External link] are two factors that international investors are seeking when considering investment options. A country offering economic value[image: External link] amongst its other incentives attracts investment funds. A political unrest situation can be the cause of not only loss of confidence, but a reduced value in currency, creating transfer of capital to other and more stable sources.

In the event of a government printing currency to discharge a portion of a significant amount of debt, the supply of money is increased, with an ultimate reduction in its value, aggravated by inflation[image: External link]. Furthermore, should a government be unable to service its deficit by way of selling domestic bonds, thereby increasing the supply of money, it must increase the volume of saleable securities to foreigners, which in turn creates a decrease in their value.

A significant debt can prove a concern for foreign investors, should they believe there is a risk of the country defaulting on its obligations. They will be reluctant to purchase securities subject to that particular currency, if there is a perceived, significant risk of default. It is for this reason that the debt rating of a country; for example,[11] as determined by Moody's or Standard & Poor’s[image: External link] is a crucial indicator of its exchange rate.

Currency values and exchange rates play a crucial part in the rate of return on investments[image: External link]. Value for an investor, is the exchange rate of the currency which, contains the bulk of a portfolio, determining its real return. A declining value in the exchange rate has the effect of decreasing the purchasing power of income and capital gains, derived from any returns. In addition, other income factors such as interest rates, inflation and even capital gains from domestic securities, are influenced by the influential and complex factors, of the exchange rate.
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 Legal Interpretation




The case of Luxmoore-May and Another v. Messenger May Baverstock [1990] 1 W.L.R. 1009 shows us the legal interpretation of market value: "The measure of damage in this case is, I conclude, the difference between what the foxhounds in fact realised consequent on the defendants' breach of contract and what was their true open market value at that time. What better guide could there be to that value than the price at which these paintings happened to be knocked down at Sotheby's so shortly afterwards? The price which the international art market was willing to pay was surely prima facie the best evidence of the foxhounds' value." Also the equilibrium of the qualibrium is hard to distinguish between.
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Exchange Rate






In finance[image: External link], an exchange rate (also known as a foreign-exchange rate, forex rate, ER, FX rate or Agio[image: External link]) between two currencies is the rate at which one currency will be exchanged for another. It is also regarded as the value of one country’s currency in relation to another currency.[1] For example, an interbank exchange rate of 119 Japanese yen[image: External link] (JPY, ¥) to the United States dollar[image: External link] (US$) means that ¥119 will be exchanged for each US$1 or that US$1 will be exchanged for each ¥119. In this case it is said that the price of a dollar in relation to yen is ¥119, or equivalently that the price of a yen in relation to dollars is $1/119.

Exchange rates are determined in the foreign exchange market[image: External link],[2] which is open to a wide range of different types of buyers and sellers, and where currency trading is continuous: 24 hours a day except weekends, i.e. trading from 20:15 GMT[image: External link] on Sunday until 22:00 GMT Friday. The spot exchange rate[image: External link] refers to the current exchange rate. The forward exchange rate[image: External link] refers to an exchange rate that is quoted and traded today but for delivery and payment on a specific future date.

In the retail currency exchange market, different buying and selling rates will be quoted by money dealers. Most trades are to or from the local currency. The buying rate is the rate at which money dealers will buy foreign currency, and the selling rate is the rate at which they will sell that currency. The quoted rates will incorporate an allowance for a dealer's margin (or profit) in trading, or else the margin may be recovered in the form of a commission[image: External link] or in some other way. Different rates may also be quoted for cash (usually notes only), a documentary form (such as traveler's cheques[image: External link]) or electronically (such as a credit card[image: External link] purchase). The higher rate on documentary transactions has been justified as compensating for the additional time and cost of clearing the document. On the other hand, cash is available for resale immediately, but brings security, storage, and transportation costs, and the cost of tying up capital in a stock of banknotes (bills).
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 The retail exchange market




Currency for international travel and cross-border payments is predominantly purchased from banks, foreign exchange brokerages and various forms of bureaux de change[image: External link]. These retail outlets source currency from the inter-bank markets, which are valued by the Bank for International Settlements[image: External link] at 5.3 trillion US dollars per day.[3] The purchase is made at the spot contract[image: External link] rate. Retail customers will be charged, in the form of commission or otherwise, to cover the provider's costs and generate a profit. One form of charge is the use of an exchange rate that is less favourable than the wholesale spot rate.[4] The difference between retail buying and selling prices is referred to as the bid-ask spread[image: External link].
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 Quotations




Main article: Currency pair[image: External link]


In the foreign exchange market, a currency pair is the quotation of the relative value of a currency unit against the unit of another currency. The quotation EUR/USD 1.3225 means that 1 Euro will buy 1.3225 US dollars. In other words, this is the price of a unit of Euro in US dollars. Here, EUR is called the "Fixed currency", while USD is called the "Variable currency".[5]

There is a market convention that determines which is the fixed currency and which is the variable currency. In most parts of the world, the order is: EUR – GBP – AUD – NZD – USD – others.[citation needed[image: External link]] Accordingly, in a conversion from EUR to AUD, EUR is the fixed currency, AUD is the variable currency and the exchange rate indicates how many Australian dollars would be paid or received for 1 Euro. Cyprus and Malta, which were quoted as the base[clarification needed[image: External link]] to the USD and others, were recently removed from this list when they joined the Eurozone[image: External link].

In some areas of Europe and in the retail market in the United Kingdom, EUR and GBP are reversed so that GBP is quoted as the fixed currency to the euro. In order to determine which is the fixed currency when neither currency is on the above list (i.e. both are "other"), market convention is to use the fixed currency which gives an exchange rate greater than 1.000. This reduces rounding issues and the need to use excessive numbers of decimal places. There are some exceptions to this rule: for example, the Japanese often quote their currency as the base to other currencies.

Quotation using a country's home currency as the price currency[clarification needed[image: External link]] (for example, EUR 0.8989 = USD 1.00 in the Eurozone) is known as direct quotation or price quotation (from that country's perspective)[6] and is used in most countries.

Quotation using a country's home currency as the unit currency[clarification needed[image: External link]] (for example, USD 1.11 = EUR 1.00 in the Eurozone) is known as indirect quotation or quantity quotation and is used in British newspapers ; it is also common in Australia, New Zealand and the Eurozone.

Using direct quotation, if the home currency is strengthening (that is, appreciating[image: External link], or becoming more valuable) then the exchange rate number decreases. Conversely, if the foreign currency is strengthening and the home currency is depreciating[image: External link], the exchange rate number increases.

Market convention from the early 1980s to 2006 was that most currency pairs were quoted to four decimal places for spot transactions and up to six decimal places for forward outrights or swaps. (The fourth decimal place is usually referred to as a " pip[image: External link]"). An exception to this was exchange rates with a value of less than 1.000 which were usually quoted to five or six decimal places. Although there is no fixed rule, exchange rates numerically greater than around 20 were usually quoted to three decimal places and exchange rates greater than 80 were quoted to two decimal places. Currencies over 5000 were usually quoted with no decimal places (for example, the former Turkish Lira). e.g. (GBPOMR : 0.765432 -  : 1.4436 - EURJPY : 165.29). In other words, quotes are given with five digits. Where rates are below 1, quotes frequently include five decimal places.[7]

In 2005, Barclays Capital broke with convention by quoting spot exchange rates with five or six decimal places on their electronic dealing platform.[8] The contraction of spreads (the difference between the bid and ask rates) arguably necessitated finer pricing and gave the banks the ability to try and win transactions on multibank trading platforms where all banks may otherwise have been quoting the same price. A number of other banks have now followed this system.
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 Exchange rate regime




Main article: Exchange rate regime[image: External link]


Each country determines the exchange rate regime that will apply to its currency. For example, the currency may be free-floating, pegged (fixed), or a hybrid.

If a currency is free-floating, its exchange rate is allowed to vary against that of other currencies and is determined by the market forces of supply and demand. Exchange rates for such currencies are likely to change almost constantly as quoted on financial markets[image: External link], mainly by banks[image: External link], around the world.

A movable or adjustable peg system is a system of fixed exchange rates[image: External link], but with a provision for the revaluation (usually devaluation) of a currency. For example, between 1994 and 2005, the Chinese yuan renminbi[image: External link] (RMB) was pegged to the United States dollar[image: External link] at RMB 8.2768 to $1. China was not the only country to do this; from the end of World War II[image: External link] until 1967, Western European countries all maintained fixed exchange rates with the US dollar based on the Bretton Woods system[image: External link]. [2][image: External link] But that system had to be abandoned in favor of floating, market-based regimes due to market pressures and speculation, according to President Richard M. Nixon in a speech on August 15, 1971, in what is known as the Nixon Shock[image: External link].

Still, some governments strive to keep their currency within a narrow range. As a result, currencies become over-valued or under-valued, leading to excessive trade deficits or surpluses.
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 Fluctuations in exchange rates




A market-based exchange rate will change whenever the values of either of the two component currencies change. A currency will tend to become more valuable whenever demand for it is greater than the available supply. It will become less valuable whenever demand is less than available supply (this does not mean people no longer want money, it just means they prefer holding their wealth in some other form, possibly another currency).

Increased demand for a currency can be due to either an increased transaction demand for money[image: External link] or an increased speculative demand for money. The transaction demand is highly correlated to a country's level of business activity, gross domestic product (GDP), and employment levels. The more people that are unemployed[image: External link], the less the public as a whole will spend on goods and services. Central banks[image: External link] typically have little difficulty adjusting the available money supply to accommodate changes in the demand for money due to business transactions.

Speculative demand is much harder for central banks to accommodate, which they influence by adjusting interest rates[image: External link]. A speculator may buy a currency if the return (that is the interest rate) is high enough. In general, the higher a country's interest rates, the greater will be the demand for that currency. It has been argued[by whom?[image: External link]] that such speculation can undermine real economic growth, in particular since large currency speculators may deliberately create downward pressure on a currency by shorting in order to force that central bank to buy their own currency to keep it stable. (When that happens, the speculator can buy the currency back after it depreciates, close out their position, and thereby take a profit.)[citation needed[image: External link]]

For carrier companies[image: External link] shipping goods from one nation to another, exchange rates can often impact them severely. Therefore, most carriers have a CAF[image: External link] charge to account for these fluctuations.[9][10]
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 Purchasing power of currency




The real exchange rate (RER) is the purchasing power of a currency relative to another at current exchange rates and prices. It is the ratio of the number of units of a given country's currency necessary to buy a market basket of goods in the other country, after acquiring the other country's currency in the foreign exchange market, to the number of units of the given country's currency that would be necessary to buy that market basket directly in the given country. There are various ways to measure RER.[11]

Thus the real exchange rate is the exchange rate times the relative prices of a market basket of goods in the two countries. For example, the purchasing power of the US dollar[image: External link] relative to that of the euro[image: External link] is the dollar price of a euro (dollars per euro) times the euro price of one unit of the market basket (euros/goods unit) divided by the dollar price of the market basket (dollars per goods unit), and hence is dimensionless. This is the exchange rate (expressed as dollars per euro) times the relative price of the two currencies in terms of their ability to purchase units of the market basket (euros per goods unit divided by dollars per goods unit). If all goods were freely tradable[image: External link], and foreign and domestic residents purchased identical baskets of goods, purchasing power parity (PPP) would hold for the exchange rate and GDP deflators[image: External link] (price levels) of the two countries, and the real exchange rate would always equal 1.

The rate of change of the real exchange rate over time for the euro versus the dollar equals the rate of appreciation of the euro (the positive or negative percentage rate of change of the dollars-per-euro exchange rate) plus the inflation rate[image: External link] of the euro minus the inflation rate of the dollar.
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 Bilateral vs. effective exchange rate




Bilateral exchange rate involves a currency pair, while an effective exchange rate[image: External link] is a weighted average of a basket of foreign currencies, and it can be viewed as an overall measure of the country's external competitiveness. A nominal effective exchange rate (NEER) is weighted with the inverse of the asymptotic trade weights. A real effective exchange rate (REER) adjusts NEER by appropriate foreign price level and deflates by the home country price level.[11] Compared to NEER, a GDP weighted effective exchange rate might be more appropriate considering the global investment phenomenon.
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 Parallel exchange rate




In many countries there is a distinction between the official exchange rate for permitted transactions and a parallel exchange rate that responds to excess demand for foreign currency at the official exchange rate. The degree by which the parallel exchange rate exceeds the official exchange rate is known as the parallel premium.[12]
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 Uncovered interest rate parity




See also: Interest rate parity § Uncovered interest rate parity[image: External link]


Uncovered interest rate parity[image: External link] (UIRP) states that an appreciation or depreciation of one currency against another currency might be neutralized by a change in the interest rate differential. If US interest rates increase while Japanese interest rates remain unchanged then the US dollar should depreciate against the Japanese yen by an amount that prevents arbitrage[image: External link] (in reality the opposite, appreciation, quite frequently happens in the short-term, as explained below). The future exchange rate is reflected into the forward exchange rate stated today. In our example, the forward exchange rate[image: External link] of the dollar is said to be at a discount because it buys fewer Japanese yen in the forward rate than it does in the spot rate[image: External link]. The yen is said to be at a premium.

UIRP showed no proof of working after the 1990s. Contrary to the theory, currencies with high interest rates characteristically appreciated rather than depreciated on the reward of the containment of inflation[image: External link] and a higher-yielding currency.
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 Balance of payments model




The balance of payments[image: External link] model holds that foreign exchange rates are at an equilibrium level if they produce a stable current account[image: External link] balance. A nation with a trade deficit[image: External link] will experience a reduction in its foreign exchange reserves[image: External link], which ultimately lowers (depreciates) the value of its currency. A cheaper (undervalued) currency renders the nation's goods (exports) more affordable in the global market while making imports more expensive. After an intermediate period, imports will be forced down and exports to rise, thus stabilizing the trade balance and bring the currency towards equilibrium.

Like purchasing power parity, the balance of payments model focuses largely on trade-able goods and services, ignoring the increasing role of global capital flows. In other words, money is not only chasing goods and services, but to a larger extent, financial assets such as stocks[image: External link] and bonds[image: External link]. Their flows go into the capital account[image: External link] item of the balance of payments, thus balancing the deficit in the current account. The increase in capital flows has given rise to the asset market model effectively.
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 Asset market model




See also: Capital asset pricing model[image: External link] and Net Capital Outflow[image: External link]


The increasing volume of trading of financial assets (stocks and bonds) has required a rethink of its impact on exchange rates. Economic variables such as economic growth[image: External link], inflation[image: External link] and productivity[image: External link] are no longer the only drivers of currency movements. The proportion of foreign exchange transactions stemming from cross border-trading of financial assets has dwarfed the extent of currency transactions generated from trading in goods and services.[13]

The asset market approach views currencies as asset prices traded in an efficient financial market. Consequently, currencies are increasingly demonstrating a strong correlation[image: External link] with other markets, particularly equities[image: External link].

Like the stock exchange[image: External link], money can be made (or lost) on trading by investors and speculators in the foreign exchange market[image: External link]. Currencies can be traded at spot and foreign exchange options[image: External link] markets. The spot market[image: External link] represents current exchange rates, whereas options are derivatives[image: External link] of exchange rates.
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 Manipulation of exchange rates




A country may gain an advantage in international trade if it controls the market[image: External link] for its currency to keep its value low, typically by the national central bank[image: External link] engaging in open market operations[image: External link] in the foreign exchange market. In the early twenty-first century it was widely asserted that the People's Republic of China[image: External link] had been doing this over a long period of time.[14]

Other nations, including Iceland[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], and so on have had a policy of maintaining a low value of their currencies in the hope of reducing the cost of exports and thus bolstering their economies. A lower exchange rate lowers the price of a country's goods for consumers in other countries, but raises the price of imported goods and services for consumers in the low value currency country.[15]

In general, exporters of goods and services will prefer a lower value for their currencies, while importers will prefer a higher value.
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 See also





	Bureau de change[image: External link]

	Current account[image: External link]

	Currency strength[image: External link]

	Dynamic currency conversion[image: External link]

	Effective exchange rate[image: External link]

	Euro calculator[image: External link]

	Foreign exchange market[image: External link]

	Foreign exchange fraud[image: External link]

	Functional currency[image: External link]

	Tables of historical exchange rates to the USD

	Telegraphic transfer[image: External link]

	USD Index[image: External link]

	Black Wednesday[image: External link]
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Cost of Living






For other uses, see The Cost of Living (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Cost of living is the cost[image: External link] of maintaining a certain standard of living[image: External link]. Changes in the cost of living over time are often operationalized in a cost of living index[image: External link]. Cost of living calculations are also used to compare the cost of maintaining a certain standard of living in different geographic areas. Differences in cost of living between locations can also be measured in terms of purchasing power parity rates.
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 Cost-of-living adjustment (COLA)




Employment contracts, pension benefits, and government entitlements such as Social Security[image: External link] can be tied to a cost-of-living index, typically to the consumer price index[image: External link] (CPI). A COLA adjusts salaries based on changes in a cost-of-living index. Salaries are typically adjusted annually. They may also be tied to a cost-of-living index that varies by geographic location if the employee moves. In this later case, the expatriate employee will likely see only the discretionary income[image: External link] part of their salary indexed by a differential CPI between the new and old employment locations, leaving the non-discretionary part of the salary (e.g., mortgage payments, insurance, car payments) unmodified.

Annual escalation clauses in employment contracts can specify retroactive or future percentage increases in worker pay which are not tied to any index. These negotiated increases in pay are colloquially referred to as cost-of-living adjustments or cost-of-living increases because of their similarity to increases tied to externally determined indexes. Cost-of-living allowance is equal to the nominal interest minus the real interest rate.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 CPI




When cost-of-living adjustments, negotiated wage settlements and budgetary increases exceed CPI, media reports frequently compare the two without consideration of the pertinent tax code. However, CPI is based on the retail pricing of a basket[image: External link] of goods and services. Most purchases of that same basket require the use of after-tax dollars—dollars that were often subject to the highest marginal tax rate. Consequently, the COLA will necessarily have to exceed the CPI inflation rate to maintain purchasing power.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The widely recognized problem known as bracket-creep[image: External link] can also occur in countries where the marginal tax brackets themselves are not indexed—COLA increases simply place more dollars into higher tax rate brackets. (Only under a flat tax[image: External link] system would a percentage gain on gross income translate into a comparable inflation-offsetting gain at the after-tax level.)

Some salaries and pensions in the United States with a COLA (they vary by type) include:


	Social Security[image: External link]

	
Civil Service Retirement System[image: External link] (CSRS)[1]


	
Federal Employees Retirement System[image: External link] (FERS)[1]




Pensions in Canada with a COLA include:


	Canadian Auto Workers union (CAW) Local 200 (Ontario)[image: External link]
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 Worldwide Cost of Living Survey




The Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link] produces a semi-annual (twice yearly) worldwide cost of living survey that compares more than 400 individual prices across 160 products and services. They include food[image: External link], drink, clothing, household supplies and personal care items, home rents, transport, utility bills, private schools, domestic help and recreational costs.

The survey itself is an internet tool designed to calculate cost-of-living allowances and build compensation packages for corporate executives maintaining a western lifestyle. The survey incorporates easy-to-understand comparative cost of living indices between cities. The survey allows city-to-city comparisons, but for the purpose of this report all cities are compared to a base city of New York City[image: External link], which has an index set at 100. The survey has been carried out for more than 30 years.

The most recent survey was published in March 2017. Singapore, remains the most expensive city in the world for the fourth year running, in a rare occurrence where the entire top 5 most expensive cities were unchanged.[2] Sydney[image: External link] and Melbourne[image: External link] have both cemented their positions as top-ten staples, with Sydney becoming the fifth most expensive, and Melbourne becoming the sixth. Asia is home to more than five most expensive cities in the top twenty but also home to eight cheapest cities of the cheapest ten.
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 Other uses




Stipends or extra pay provided to employees who are being temporarily relocated may also be called cost-of-living adjustments or cost-of-living allowances. Such adjustments are intended to offset changes in welfare due to geographic differences in the cost of living. Such adjustments might more accurately be described as a per diem allowance or tied to a specific item, as with housing allowances. Employees who are being permanently relocated are less likely to receive such allowances, but may receive a base salary[image: External link] adjustment to reflect local market conditions.

A cost-of-living allowance is frequently given to members of the U.S. military[image: External link] stationed at overseas bases[image: External link] if the area to which a service member is assigned has a higher cost of living than the average area in the United States. For example, service members stationed in Japan[image: External link] receive a cost of living allowance of between $300 and $700 per month (depending on pay grade[image: External link], years of service, and number of dependents), in addition to their base pay. This additional pay is non-taxable.
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 See also





	ACCRA Cost of Living Index[image: External link]

	United States Consumer Price Index[image: External link]

	Consumer Price Index[image: External link]

	Inflation[image: External link]

	Price index[image: External link]

	Cost of Living Allowance (U.S. Military)[image: External link]



Specific:


	List of most expensive cities for expatriate employees[image: External link]

	Middle class squeeze[image: External link]

	Cost of raising a child[image: External link]

	Walk to work protest[image: External link]
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Purchasing power Parity






Purchasing power parity (PPP) is an economic theory[image: External link] that states that the exchange rate between two currencies equal the ratio of the currencies' respective purchasing power[image: External link]. Theories that invoke purchasing power parity assume that in some circumstances (for example, as a long-run tendency) it would cost exactly the same number of, for example, US dollars[image: External link] to buy euros[image: External link] and then to use the proceeds to buy a market basket of goods as it would cost to use those dollars directly in purchasing the market basket of goods. A fall in either currency's purchasing power would lead to a proportional decrease in that currency's valuation on the foreign exchange market[image: External link].

The concept of purchasing power parity allows one to estimate what the exchange rate between two currencies would have to be in order for the exchange to be at par with the purchasing power[image: External link] of the two countries' currencies. Using that PPP rate for hypothetical currency conversions, a given amount of one currency thus has the same purchasing power whether used directly to purchase a market basket of goods or used to convert at the PPP rate to the other currency and then purchase the market basket using that currency. Observed deviations of the exchange rate from purchasing power parity are measured by deviations of the real exchange rate[image: External link] from its PPP value of 1.

PPP exchange rates help costing[image: External link] but exclude profits. So, it is reckoned as more efficient methodology than the use of market exchange rates. For example, suppose that two countries produce the same physical amounts of goods as each other in each of two different years. Since market exchange rates fluctuate substantially, when the GDP of one country measured in its own currency is converted to the other country's currency using market exchange rates, one country might be inferred to have higher real GDP[image: External link] than the other country in one year but lower in the other; both of these inferences would fail to reflect the reality of their relative levels of production. But if one country's GDP is converted into the other country's currency using PPP exchange rates instead of observed market exchange rates, the false inference will not occur. Essentially GDP PPP controls for the different costs of living and price levels, usually relative to the United States Dollar, thus enabling a more accurate depiction of a given nation's level of production.
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 Concept




The idea originated with the School of Salamanca[image: External link] in the 16th century, and was developed in its modern form by Gustav Cassel[image: External link] in 1918.[1][2] The concept is based on the law of one price[image: External link], where in the absence of transaction costs[image: External link] and official trade barriers[image: External link], identical goods will have the same price in different markets when the prices are expressed in the same currency.[3]

Another interpretation is that the difference in the rate of change in prices at home and abroad—the difference in the inflation rates—is equal to the percentage depreciation or appreciation of the exchange rate.

Deviations from parity imply differences in purchasing power of a "basket of goods" across countries, which means that for the purposes of many international comparisons, countries' GDPs or other national income statistics need to be "PPP-adjusted" and converted into common units. The best-known purchasing power adjustment is the Geary–Khamis dollar[image: External link] (the "international dollar"). The real exchange rate[image: External link] is then equal to the nominal exchange rate, adjusted for differences in price levels. If purchasing power parity held exactly, then the real exchange rate would always equal one. However, in practice the real exchange rates exhibit both short run and long run deviations from this value, for example due to reasons illuminated in the Balassa–Samuelson theorem[image: External link].

There can be marked differences between purchasing power adjusted incomes and those converted via market exchange rates.[4] For example, the World Bank's World Development Indicators 2005 estimated that in 2003, one Geary-Khamis dollar[image: External link] was equivalent to about 1.8 Chinese yuan[image: External link] by purchasing power parity[5]—considerably different from the nominal exchange rate. This discrepancy has large implications; for instance, when converted via the nominal exchange rates GDP per capita in India is about US$[image: External link]1,965[6] while on a PPP basis it is about US$7,197.[7] At the other extreme, Denmark's[image: External link] nominal GDP per capita is around US$62,100, but its PPP figure is US$37,304.
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 Functions




The purchasing power parity exchange rate serves two main functions. PPP exchange rates can be useful for making comparisons between countries because they stay fairly constant from day to day or week to week and only change modestly, if at all, from year to year. Second, over a period of years, exchange rates do tend to move in the general direction of the PPP exchange rate and there is some value to knowing in which direction the exchange rate is more likely to shift over the long run.
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 Measurement




The PPP exchange-rate calculation is controversial because of the difficulties of finding comparable baskets of goods[image: External link] to compare purchasing power across countries.[8][citation needed[image: External link]]

Estimation of purchasing power parity is complicated by the fact that countries do not simply differ in a uniform price level[image: External link]; rather, the difference in food prices may be greater than the difference in housing prices, while also less than the difference in entertainment prices. People in different countries typically consume different baskets of goods. It is necessary to compare the cost of baskets of goods and services using a price index[image: External link]. This is a difficult task because purchasing patterns and even the goods available to purchase differ across countries.

Thus, it is necessary to make adjustments for differences in the quality of goods and services. Furthermore, the basket of goods representative of one economy will vary from that of another: Americans eat more bread; Chinese more rice. Hence a PPP calculated using the US consumption as a base will differ from that calculated using China as a base. Additional statistical difficulties arise with multilateral comparisons when (as is usually the case) more than two countries are to be compared.

Various ways of averaging bilateral PPPs can provide a more stable multilateral comparison, but at the cost of distorting bilateral ones. These are all general issues of indexing; as with other price indices[image: External link] there is no way to reduce complexity to a single number that is equally satisfying for all purposes. Nevertheless, PPPs are typically robust in the face of the many problems that arise in using market exchange rates to make comparisons.

For example, in 2005 the price of a gallon of gasoline in Saudi Arabia was USD 0.91, and in Norway the price was USD 6.27.[9] The significant differences in price wouldn't contribute to accuracy in a PPP analysis, despite all of the variables that contribute to the significant differences in price. More comparisons have to be made and used as variables in the overall formulation of the PPP.

When PPP comparisons are to be made over some interval of time, proper account needs to be made of inflationary[image: External link] effects.
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 Law of one price




Although it may seem as if PPPs and the law of one price[image: External link] are the same, there is a difference: the law of one price applies to individual commodities whereas PPP applies to the general price level. If the law of one price is true for all commodities then PPP is also therefore true; however, when discussing the validity of PPP, some argue that the law of one price does not need to be true exactly for PPP to be valid. If the law of one price is not true for a certain commodity, the price levels will not differ enough from the level predicted by PPP.[10]

The purchasing power parity theory states that the exchange rate between one currency and another currency is in equlibirium when their domestic purchasing powers at that rate of exchange are equivalent.
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 Big Mac Index




Main article: Big Mac Index[image: External link]


Another example of one measure of the law of one price[image: External link], which underlies purchasing power parity, is the Big Mac Index, popularized by The Economist[image: External link], which compares the prices of a Big Mac[image: External link] burger in McDonald's[image: External link] restaurants in different countries. The Big Mac Index is presumably useful because although it is based on a single consumer product that may not be typical, it is a relatively standardized product that includes input costs from a wide range of sectors in the local economy, such as agricultural commodities (beef, bread, lettuce, cheese), labor (blue and white collar), advertising, rent and real estate costs, transportation, etc.

In theory, the law of one price would hold that if, to take an example, the Canadian dollar were to be significantly overvalued relative to the U.S. dollar according to the Big Mac Index, that gap should be unsustainable because Canadians would import their Big Macs from or travel to the U.S. to consume them, thus putting upward demand pressure on the U.S. dollar by virtue of Canadians buying the U.S. dollars needed to purchase the U.S.-made Big Macs and simultaneously placing downward supply pressure on the Canadian dollar by virtue of Canadians selling their currency in order to buy those same U.S. dollars.[11][12][citation needed[image: External link]]

The alternative to this exchange rate adjustment would be an adjustment in prices, with Canadian McDonald's stores compelled to lower prices to remain competitive. Either way, the valuation difference should be reduced assuming perfect competition[image: External link] and a perfectly tradable good[image: External link]. In practice, of course, the Big Mac is not a perfectly tradable good and there may also be capital flows that sustain relative demand for the Canadian dollar. The difference in price may have its origins in a variety of factors besides direct input costs such as government regulations and product differentiation[image: External link].[10]

However, in some emerging economies, Western fast food represents an expensive niche product priced well above the price of traditional staples—i.e. the Big Mac is not a mainstream 'cheap' meal as it is in the West, but a luxury import. This relates back to the idea of product differentiation: the fact that few substitutes[image: External link] for the Big Mac are available confers market power[image: External link] on McDonald's. For example, in India, the costs of local fast food like vada pav[image: External link] are comparative to what the Big Mac signifies in the U.S.A.[13] Additionally, with countries like Argentina that have abundant beef resources, consumer prices in general may not be as cheap as implied by the price of a Big Mac.

The following table, based on data from The Economist's January 2013 calculations, shows the under (−) and over (+) valuation of the local currency against the U.S. dollar in %, according to the Big Mac index. To take an example calculation, the local price of a Big Mac in Hong Kong when converted to U.S. dollars at the market exchange rate was $2.19, or 50% of the local price for a Big Mac in the U.S. of $4.37. Hence the Hong Kong dollar was deemed to be 50% undervalued relative to the U.S. dollar on a PPP basis.



	Country or region
	Price level (% relative to the US)[14]




	India
	-59



	South Africa
	-54



	Hong Kong
	-50



	Ukraine
	-47



	Egypt
	-45



	Russia
	-45



	Taiwan
	-42



	Mainland China
	-41



	Malaysia
	-41



	Sri Lanka
	-37



	Indonesia
	-35



	Mexico
	-34



	Philippines
	-33



	Poland
	-33



	Bangladesh
	-32



	Saudi Arabia
	-33



	Thailand
	-33



	Pakistan
	-32



	Lithuania
	-30



	Latvia
	-25



	UAE
	-25



	South Korea
	-22



	Japan
	-20



	Singapore
	-17



	Estonia
	-16



	Czech Republic
	-15



	Argentina
	-13



	Hungary
	-13



	Peru
	-11



	Israel
	-8



	Portugal
	-8



	United Kingdom
	-3



	New Zealand
	-1



	Chile
	0



	United States
	0 (by definition)



	Costa Rica
	1



	Greece
	3



	Austria
	5



	Netherlands
	7



	Ireland
	8



	Spain
	9



	Turkey
	10



	Colombia
	11



	Australia
	12



	Euro area
	12



	France
	12



	Germany
	13



	Finland
	17



	Belgium
	18



	Denmark
	19



	Italy
	20



	Canada
	24



	Uruguay
	25



	Brazil
	29



	Switzerland
	63



	Sweden
	75



	Norway
	80



	Venezuela
	108
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 iPad Index




Like the Big Mac Index[image: External link], the iPad index (elaborated by CommSec[image: External link]) compares an item's price in various locations. Unlike the Big Mac, however, each iPad is produced in the same place (except for the model sold in Brazil) and all iPads (within the same model) have identical performance characteristics. Price differences are therefore a function of transportation costs, taxes, and to a lesser extent, the prices that may be realized in individual markets. An iPad will cost about twice as much in Argentina as in the United States.



	Country or region
	Price (US Dollars)[15][16][17][18]




	Argentina
	$1,094.11



	Australia
	$506.66



	Austria
	$674.96



	Belgium
	$618.34



	Brazil
	$791.40



	Brunei
	$525.52



	Canada (Montréal)
	$557.18



	Canada (no tax)
	$467.36



	Chile
	$602.13



	Mainland China
	$602.52



	Czech Republic
	$676.69



	Denmark
	$725.32



	Finland
	$695.25



	France
	$688.49



	Germany
	$618.34



	Greece
	$715.54



	Hong Kong
	$501.52



	Hungary
	$679.64



	India
	$512.61



	Ireland
	$630.73



	Italy
	$674.96



	Japan
	$501.56



	Luxembourg
	$641.50



	Malaysia
	$473.77



	Mexico
	$591.62



	Netherlands
	$683.08



	New Zealand
	$610.45



	Norway
	$655.92



	Philippines
	$556.42



	Pakistan
	$550.00



	Poland
	$704.51



	Portugal
	$688.49



	Russia
	$596.08



	Singapore
	$525.98



	Slovakia
	$674.96



	Slovenia
	$674.96



	South Africa
	$559.38



	South Korea
	$576.20



	Spain
	$674.96



	Sweden
	$706.87



	Switzerland
	$617.58



	Taiwan
	$538.34



	Thailand
	$530.72



	Turkey
	$656.96



	UAE
	$544.32



	United Kingdom
	$638.81



	US (California)
	$546.91



	United States (no tax)
	$499.00



	Vietnam
	$554.08
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 KFC Index




Main article: KFC Index[image: External link]


Similar to the Big Mac Index[image: External link], the KFC Index[image: External link] measures PPP amongst African countries, created by Sagaci Research (a market research[image: External link] firm focusing solely on Africa[image: External link]). Instead of comparing a Big Mac[image: External link], this index compares a KFC[image: External link] Original 12/15 pc. bucket.

For example, the average price of KFC´s Original 12 pc. Bucket in America in January 2016 was $20.50; in Namibia it was only $13.40 at market exchange rates. Therefore, the index states the Namibian dollar was undervalued by 33% at that time.
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 OECD comparative price levels




Each month, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] measures the difference in price levels between its member countries by calculating the ratios of PPPs for private final consumption expenditure[image: External link] to exchange rates. The OECD table below indicates the number of US dollars needed in each of the countries listed to buy the same representative basket of consumer goods and services that would cost 100 USD in the United States

According to the table, an American living or travelling in Switzerland on an income denominated in US dollars would find that country to be the most expensive of the group, having to spend 62% more US dollars to maintain a standard of living comparable to the USA in terms of consumption[image: External link].



	Country
	Price level (USA = 100)[19]




	Australia
	123



	Austria
	99



	Belgium
	101



	Canada
	105



	Chile
	67



	Czech Republic
	59



	Denmark
	128



	Estonia
	71



	Finland
	113



	France
	100



	Germany
	94



	Greece
	78



	Hungary
	52



	Iceland
	111



	Ireland
	109



	Israel
	109



	Italy
	94



	Japan
	96



	South Korea
	84



	Luxembourg
	112



	Mexico
	66



	Netherlands
	102



	New Zealand
	118



	Norway
	134



	Poland
	51



	Portugal
	73



	Slovak Republic
	63



	Slovenia
	75



	Spain
	84



	Sweden
	109



	Switzerland
	162



	Turkey
	61



	United Kingdom
	121



	United States
	100
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 Measurement issues




In addition to methodological issues presented by the selection of a basket of goods, PPP estimates can also vary based on the statistical capacity of participating countries. The International Comparison Program[image: External link], which PPP estimates are based on, require the disaggregation of national accounts into production, expenditure or (in some cases) income, and not all participating countries routinely disaggregate their data into such categories.

Some aspects of PPP comparison are theoretically impossible or unclear. For example, there is no basis for comparison between the Ethiopian laborer who lives on teff with the Thai laborer who lives on rice, because teff is not commercially available in Thailand and rice is not in Ethiopia, so the price of rice in Ethiopia or teff in Thailand cannot be determined. As a general rule, the more similar the price structure between countries, the more valid the PPP comparison.

PPP levels will also vary based on the formula used to calculate price matrices. Different possible formulas include GEKS-Fisher, Geary-Khamis, IDB, and the superlative method. Each has advantages and disadvantages.

Linking regions presents another methodological difficulty. In the 2005 ICP round, regions were compared by using a list of some 1,000 identical items for which a price could be found for 18 countries, selected so that at least two countries would be in each region. While this was superior to earlier "bridging" methods, which do not fully take into account differing quality between goods, it may serve to overstate the PPP basis of poorer countries, because the price indexing on which PPP is based will assign to poorer countries the greater weight of goods consumed in greater shares in richer countries.
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 Need for adjustments to GDP




The exchange rate reflects transaction values for traded goods[image: External link] between countries in contrast to non-traded goods, that is, goods produced for home-country use. Also, currencies are traded for purposes other than trade in goods and services, e.g., to buy capital assets[image: External link] whose prices vary more than those of physical goods. Also, different interest rates[image: External link], speculation[image: External link], hedging[image: External link] or interventions by central banks[image: External link] can influence the foreign-exchange market[image: External link].

The PPP method is used as an alternative to correct for possible statistical bias. The Penn World Table[image: External link] is a widely cited source of PPP adjustments, and the associated Penn effect[image: External link] reflects such a systematic bias[image: External link] in using exchange rates to outputs among countries.

For example, if the value of the Mexican peso[image: External link] falls by half compared to the US dollar[image: External link], the Mexican Gross Domestic Product[image: External link] measured in dollars will also halve. However, this exchange rate results from international trade and financial markets. It does not necessarily mean that Mexicans are poorer by a half; if incomes and prices measured in pesos stay the same, they will be no worse off assuming that imported goods are not essential to the quality of life of individuals. Measuring income in different countries using PPP exchange rates helps to avoid this problem.

PPP exchange rates are especially useful when official exchange rates are artificially manipulated by governments. Countries with strong government control of the economy sometimes enforce official exchange rates that make their own currency artificially strong. By contrast, the currency's black market exchange rate is artificially weak. In such cases, a PPP exchange rate is likely the most realistic basis for economic comparison. Similarly, when exchange rates deviate significantly from their long term equilibrium due to speculative attacks or carry trade, a PPP exchange rate offers a better alternative for comparison.
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 Extrapolating PPP rates




Since global PPP estimates —such as those provided by the ICP— are not calculated annually, but for a single year, PPP exchange rates for years other than the benchmark year need to be extrapolated.[20] One way of doing this is by using the country's GDP deflator[image: External link]. To calculate a country's PPP exchange rate in Geary–Khamis dollars for a particular year, the calculation proceeds in the following manner:[21]

Where PPPrateX,i is the PPP exchange rate of country X for year i, PPPrateX,b is the PPP exchange rate of country X for the benchmark year, PPPrateU,b is the PPP exchange rate of the United States (US) for the benchmark year (equal to 1), GDPdefX,i is the GDP deflator of country X for year i, GDPdefX,b is the GDP deflator of country X for the benchmark year, GDPdefU,i is the GDP deflator of the US for year i, and GDPdefU,b is the GDP deflator of the US for the benchmark year.
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 Difficulties




There are a number of reasons that different measures do not perfectly reflect standards of living.
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 Range and quality of goods




The goods that the currency has the "power" to purchase are a basket of goods of different types:


	Local, non-tradable goods and services (like electric power) that are produced and sold domestically.

	Tradable goods such as non-perishable commodities[image: External link] that can be sold on the international market (like diamonds[image: External link]).



The more that a product falls into category 1, the further its price will be from the currency exchange rate, moving towards the PPP exchange rate. Conversely, category 2 products tend to trade close to the currency exchange rate. (See also Penn effect[image: External link]).

More processed and expensive products are likely to be tradable[image: External link], falling into the second category, and drifting from the PPP exchange rate to the currency exchange rate. Even if the PPP "value" of the Ethiopian currency is three times stronger than the currency exchange rate, it won't buy three times as much of internationally traded goods like steel, cars and microchips, but non-traded goods like housing, services ("haircuts"), and domestically produced crops. The relative price differential between tradables and non-tradables from high-income to low-income countries is a consequence of the Balassa–Samuelson effect[image: External link] and gives a big cost advantage to labour-intensive production of tradable goods in low income countries (like Ethiopia), as against high income countries (like Switzerland[image: External link]).

The corporate cost advantage is nothing more sophisticated than access to cheaper workers, but because the pay of those workers goes farther in low-income countries than high, the relative pay differentials (inter-country) can be sustained for longer than would be the case otherwise. (This is another way of saying that the wage rate is based on average local productivity and that this is below the per capita productivity that factories selling tradable goods to international markets can achieve.) An equivalent cost[image: External link] benefit comes from non-traded goods that can be sourced locally (nearer the PPP-exchange rate than the nominal exchange rate in which receipts are paid). These act as a cheaper factor of production[image: External link] than is available to factories in richer countries.

The Bhagwati–Kravis–Lipsey view provides a somewhat different explanation from the Balassa–Samuelson theory. This view states that price levels for nontradables are lower in poorer countries because of differences in endowment of labor and capital, not because of lower levels of productivity. Poor countries have more labor relative to capital, so marginal productivity of labor is greater in rich countries than in poor countries. Nontradables tend to be labor-intensive; therefore, because labor is less expensive in poor countries and is used mostly for nontradables, nontradables are cheaper in poor countries. Wages are high in rich countries, so nontradables are relatively more expensive.[10]

PPP calculations tend to overemphasise the primary sectoral contribution, and underemphasise the industrial and service sectoral contributions to the economy of a nation.
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 Trade barriers and nontradables




The law of one price, the underlying mechanism behind PPP, is weakened by transport costs and governmental trade restrictions, which make it expensive to move goods between markets located in different countries. Transport costs sever the link between exchange rates and the prices of goods implied by the law of one price. As transport costs increase, the larger the range of exchange rate fluctuations. The same is true for official trade restrictions because the customs fees affect importers' profits in the same way as shipping fees. According to Krugman and Obstfeld, "Either type of trade impediment weakens the basis of PPP by allowing the purchasing power of a given currency to differ more widely from country to country."[10] They cite the example that a dollar in London should purchase the same goods as a dollar in Chicago, which is certainly not the case.

Nontradables are primarily services and the output of the construction industry. Nontradables also lead to deviations in PPP because the prices of nontradables are not linked internationally. The prices are determined by domestic supply and demand, and shifts in those curves lead to changes in the market basket of some goods relative to the foreign price of the same basket. If the prices of nontradables rise, the purchasing power of any given currency will fall in that country.[10]
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 Departures from free competition




Linkages between national price levels are also weakened when trade barriers and imperfectly competitive market structures occur together. Pricing to market occurs when a firm sells the same product for different prices in different markets. This is a reflection of inter-country differences in conditions on both the demand side (e.g., virtually no demand for pork in Islamic states) and the supply side (e.g., whether the existing market for a prospective entrant's product features few suppliers or instead is already near-saturated). According to Krugman and Obstfeld, this occurrence of product differentiation and segmented markets results in violations of the law of one price and absolute PPP. Over time, shifts in market structure and demand will occur, which may invalidate relative PPP.[10]
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 Differences in price level measurement




Measurement of price levels differ from country to country. Inflation data from different countries are based on different commodity baskets; therefore, exchange rate changes do not offset official measures of inflation differences. Because it makes predictions about price changes rather than price levels, relative PPP is still a useful concept. However, change in the relative prices of basket components can cause relative PPP to fail tests that are based on official price indexes.[10]
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 Global poverty line




The global poverty line is a worldwide count of people who live below an international poverty line[image: External link], referred to as the dollar-a-day line. This line represents an average of the national poverty lines of the world's poorest countries[image: External link], expressed in international dollars. These national poverty lines are converted to international currency and the global line is converted back to local currency using the PPP exchange rates from the ICP. PPP exchange rates include data from the sales of high end none poverty related items which skews the value of food items and necessary goods which is 70 percent of poor peoples' consumption.[22] Angus Deaton argues that PPP indexes need to be reweighted for use in poverty measurement; they need to be redefined to reflect local poverty measures, not global measures, weighing local food items and excluding luxury items that are not prevalent or are not of equal value in all localities.[23]
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 See also





	List of countries by GDP (PPP)

	List of countries by GDP (PPP) per capita

	
List of IMF ranked countries by GDP[image: External link], Includes IMF ranked PPP of 186 countries

	Measures of national income and output[image: External link]

	Relative purchasing power parity[image: External link]
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International Trade






International trade is the exchange of capital[image: External link], goods[image: External link], and services[image: External link] across international borders[image: External link] or territories. It is the exchange of goods and services among nations of the world.[1] In most countries, such trade[image: External link] represents a significant share of gross domestic product (GDP). While international trade has existed throughout history (for example Uttarapatha[image: External link], Silk Road[image: External link], Amber Road[image: External link], scramble for Africa[image: External link], Atlantic slave trade[image: External link], salt roads[image: External link]), its economic, social, and political importance has been on the rise in recent centuries.
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 Characteristic of global trade




Trading globally gives consumers and countries the opportunity to be exposed to new markets and products. Almost every kind of product can be found on the international market: food, clothes, spare parts, oil, jewellery, wine, stocks, currencies and water. Services are also traded: tourism, banking, consulting and transportation. A product that is sold to the global market is an export[image: External link], and a product that is bought from the global market is an import[image: External link]. Imports and exports are accounted for in a country's current account in the balance of payments.[2]

Industrialization[image: External link], advanced technology, including transportation[image: External link], globalization[image: External link], multinational corporations[image: External link], and outsourcing[image: External link] are all having a major impact on the international trade system. Increasing international trade is crucial to the continuance of globalization. Without international trade, nations would be limited to the goods and services produced within their own borders. International trade is, in principle, not different from domestic trade[image: External link] as the motivation and the behavior of parties involved in a trade do not change fundamentally regardless of whether trade is across a border or not. The main difference is that international trade is typically more costly than domestic trade. The reason is that a border typically imposes additional costs such as tariffs[image: External link], time costs due to border delays and costs associated with country differences such as language, the legal system or culture.

Another difference between domestic and international trade is that factors of production[image: External link] such as capital and labor[image: External link] are typically more mobile within a country than across countries. Thus international trade is mostly restricted to trade in goods and services, and only to a lesser extent to trade in capital, labor or other factors of production. Trade in goods and services can serve as a substitute for trade in factors of production. Instead of importing a factor of production, a country can import goods that make intensive use of that factor of production and thus embody it. An example is the import of labor-intensive goods by the United States from China. Instead of importing Chinese labor, the United States imports goods that were produced with Chinese labor. One report in 2010 suggested that international trade was increased when a country hosted a network of immigrants, but the trade effect was weakened when the immigrants became assimilated into their new country.[3]

International trade is also a branch of economics[image: External link], which, together with international finance, forms the larger branch called international economics[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: Timeline of international trade[image: External link]


The history of international trade[image: External link] chronicles notable events that have affected the trade between various economies.
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Main article: International trade theory[image: External link]


There are several models which seek to explain the factors behind international trade, the welfare consequences of trade and the pattern of trade.
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 Largest countries by total international trade




Main articles: List of countries by exports and List of countries by imports[image: External link]








	Top 50 Exporting Countries



	Countries
	
	
	
	($Billions)
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 Top traded commodities (exports)






	Rank
	Commodity
	Value in US$('000)
	Date of

information



	1
	Mineral fuels, oils, distillation products, etc.
	$2,183,079,941
	2012



	2
	Electrical, electronic equipment
	$1,833,534,414
	2012



	3
	Machinery, nuclear reactors, boilers, etc.
	$1,763,371,813
	2012



	4
	Vehicles other than railway
	$1,076,830,856
	2012



	5
	Plastics and articles thereof
	$470,226,676
	2012



	6
	Optical, photo, technical, medical, etc. apparatus
	$465,101,524
	2012



	7
	Pharmaceutical products
	$443,596,577
	2012



	8
	Iron and steel
	$379,113,147
	2012



	9
	Organic chemicals
	$377,462,088
	2012



	10
	Pearls, precious stones, metals, coins, etc.
	$348,155,369
	2012




Source: International Trade Centre[image: External link][4]
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 Observances




President[image: External link] George W. Bush[image: External link] observed World Trade Week on May 18, 2001, and May 17, 2002.[5][6] On May 13, 2016, President Barack Obama[image: External link] proclaimed May 15 through May 21, 2016, as World Trade Week, 2016.[7] On May 19, 2017, President Donald Trump[image: External link] proclaimed May 21 through May 27, 2017, as World Trade Week, 2017.[8][9]
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	Aggressive legalism[image: External link]

	Comparison of imports vs exports of the United States[image: External link]

	Free trade[image: External link]

	Free trade area[image: External link]

	Gravity model of trade[image: External link]

	Import (international trade)[image: External link]

	Interdependence[image: External link]

	International business[image: External link]

	International trade law[image: External link]

	Internationalization[image: External link]

	Market Segmentation Index[image: External link]

	Mercantilism[image: External link]

	Monopolistic competition in international trade[image: External link]

	Trade Adjustment Assistance[image: External link]

	Trade bloc[image: External link]

	Trade finance[image: External link]

	
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development[image: External link] (UNCTAD)






	Lists




	List of countries by current account balance

	List of countries by imports[image: External link]

	List of countries by exports

	List of international trade topics[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ "Trade – Define Trade at Dictionary.com"[image: External link]. Dictionary.com.


	
^ Staff, Investopedia (2003-11-25). "Balance Of Payments (BOP)"[image: External link]. Investopedia. Retrieved 2017-05-07.


	
^ Kusum Mundra (October 18, 2010). "Immigrant Networks and U.S. Bilateral Trade: The Role of Immigrant Income". papers.ssrn. SSRN[image: External link]  1693334[image: External link] . Mundra, Kusum, Immigrant Networks and U.S. Bilateral Trade: The Role of Immigrant Income. IZA Discussion Paper No. 5237. Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1693334[image: External link] ... this paper finds that the immigrant network effect on trade flows is weakened by the increasing level of immigrant assimilation.


	
^ International Trade Centre (ITC). "Trade Map - Trade statistics for international business development"[image: External link].


	
^ Office of the Press Secretary[image: External link] (May 22, 2001). "World Trade Week, 2001"[image: External link] (PDF). Federal Register[image: External link]. Washington, D.C.[image: External link]: Federal Government of the United States[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 22, 2001. Retrieved March 13, 2017.


	
^ Office of the Press Secretary[image: External link] (May 22, 2002). "World Trade Week, 2002"[image: External link] (PDF). Federal Register[image: External link]. Washington, D.C.[image: External link]: Federal Government of the United States[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 22, 2002. Retrieved March 12, 2017.


	
^ "Presidential Proclamation -- World Trade Week, 2016"[image: External link]. whitehouse.gov[image: External link]. Washington, D.C.[image: External link]: White House[image: External link]. May 13, 2016. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ Office of the Press Secretary[image: External link] (May 19, 2017). "President Donald J. Trump Proclaims May 21 through May 27, 2017, as World Trade Week"[image: External link]. whitehouse.gov[image: External link]. Washington, D.C.[image: External link]: White House[image: External link]. Retrieved May 20, 2017.


	
^ "President Donald J. Trump Proclaims May 21 through May 27, 2017, as World Trade Week"[image: External link]. World News Network[image: External link]. United States: World News Inc. May 20, 2017. Retrieved May 20, 2017.
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Data on the value of exports and imports and their quantities often broken down by detailed lists of products are available in statistical collections on international trade published by the statistical services of intergovernmental and supranational organisations and national statistical institutes. The definitions and methodological concepts applied for the various statistical collections on international trade often differ in terms of definition (e.g. special trade vs. general trade) and coverage (reporting thresholds, inclusion of trade in services, estimates for smuggled goods and cross-border provision of illegal services). Metadata providing information on definitions and methods are often published along with the data.
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	Trade Map, trade statistics for international business development[image: External link]
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List of countries by GDP (PPP) per Capita






Three lists of countries below calculate gross domestic product (at purchasing power parity) per capita, i.e., the purchasing power parity (PPP) value of all final goods and services[image: External link] produced within a country in a given year, divided by the average (or mid-year) population for the same year.

Methodology

The gross domestic product (GDP) per capita[image: External link] figures on this page are derived from PPP calculations. Such calculations are prepared by various organizations, including the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] and the World Bank. As estimates and assumptions have to be made, the results produced by different organizations for the same country are not hard facts and tend to differ, sometimes substantially, so they should be used with caution.

Comparisons of national wealth are frequently made on the basis of nominal GDP and savings[image: External link] (not just income), which do not reflect differences in the cost of living in different countries (see List of countries by GDP (nominal) per capita); hence, using a PPP basis is arguably more useful when comparing generalized[image: External link] differences in living standards[image: External link] between nations because PPP takes into account the relative cost of living and the inflation rates[image: External link] of the countries, rather than using only exchange rates[image: External link], which may distort the real differences in income. This is why GDP (PPP) per capita is often considered one of the indicators of a country's standard of living,[2][3] although this can be problematic because GDP per capita is not a measure of personal income[image: External link]. (See Standard of living and GDP[image: External link])

Lists of countries and dependencies

All figures are in current Geary–Khamis dollars[image: External link], more commonly known as international dollars (Int$), and rounded[image: External link] up or down to the nearest whole number[image: External link].

Several economies[image: External link] that are not considered to be sovereign states[image: External link] (i.e. the world and dependent territories) are included because they appear in the sources. These non-sovereign entities, former countries and other special groupings are in italics. They are listed in dollar order, but are not given a numerical rank.



	
International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (2016)[4]

	
World Bank (2011–2015)[5]

	
Central Intelligence Agency (1993–2016)[6]




	


	Rank
	Country
	Int$



	1
	
 Qatar

	127,660



	2
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	104,003



	—
	 Macau
	95,151



	3
	
 Singapore

	87,855



	4
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	76,884



	5
	
 Kuwait

	71,887



	6
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	69,249



	7
	
 Ireland

	69,231



	8
	
 United Arab Emirates

	67,871



	9
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	59,561



	10
	
 San Marino

	59,058



	—
	 Hong Kong
	58,322



	11
	
 United States

	57,436



	12
	
 Saudi Arabia

	55,158



	13
	
 Netherlands

	51,049



	14
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	50,704



	15
	
 Sweden

	49,836



	16
	
 Iceland

	49,136



	17
	
 Australia

	48,899



	18
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	48,111



	—
	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	48,095



	19
	
 Austria

	48,005



	20
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	47,985



	21
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	46,698



	22
	
 Canada

	46,437



	23
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	45,047



	24
	
 United Kingdom

	42,481



	25
	
  France[image: External link]

	42,314



	26
	
 Finland

	42,165



	27
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	41,275



	28
	
 Malta

	39,834



	29
	
 Equatorial Guinea

	38,639



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	38,393



	30
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	37,740



	31
	
 New Zealand

	37,294



	32
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	36,833



	33
	
 Spain

	36,416



	34
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	35,179



	35
	
 Cyprus

	34,970



	36
	
 Czech Republic

	33,232



	37
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	32,085



	38
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	31,870



	39
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	31,339



	40
	
 Lithuania

	29,972



	41
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	29,313



	42
	
 Portugal

	28,933



	43
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	27,764



	44
	
 Seychelles

	27,602



	45
	
 Hungary

	27,482



	46
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	27,267



	47
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	26,669



	48
	
 Russia

	26,490



	49
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	25,940



	50
	
 Latvia

	25,710



	51
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	25,157



	52
	
 Kazakhstan

	25,145



	53
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	24,912



	54
	
 Bahamas, The

	24,555



	55
	
 Chile

	24,113



	56
	
 Panama

	23,024



	57
	
 Croatia

	22,795



	58
	
 Romania

	22,348



	59
	
 Uruguay

	21,527



	60
	
 Mauritius

	20,422



	61
	
 Bulgaria

	20,327



	62
	
 Argentina

	20,047



	63
	
 Gabon

	19,056



	64
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	18,938



	65
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	18,525



	66
	
 Iran

	18,077



	67
	
 Belarus

	18,000



	68
	
 Iraq

	17,944



	69
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	17,485



	70
	
 Azerbaijan

	17,439



	71
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	17,100



	72
	
 Botswana

	17,042



	73
	
 Thailand

	16,888



	74
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	16,643



	75
	
 Costa Rica

	16,436



	—
	
  World[image: External link][7][8]

	16,318



	76
	
 Dominican Republic

	16,049



	77
	
 Maldives

	15,553



	78
	
  China[image: External link]

	15,399



	79
	
 Palau

	15,319



	80
	
 Brazil

	15,242



	81
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	15,026



	82
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	14,597



	83
	
 Serbia

	14,493



	84
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	14,130



	85
	
 Grenada

	14,116



	86
	
 Suriname

	13,988



	87
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	13,761



	88
	
 South Africa

	13,225



	89
	
 Peru

	12,903



	90
	
 Egypt

	12,554



	91
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	12,278



	92
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	12,275



	93
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	12,262



	94
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	11,840



	95
	
 Saint Lucia

	11,783



	96
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	11,720



	97
	
 Tunisia

	11,634



	98
	
 Nauru

	11,539



	99
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	11,375



	100
	
 Namibia

	11,290



	101
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	11,271



	102
	
 Ecuador

	11,109



	103
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina

	10,958



	—
	
  Kosovo[image: External link][9][10]

	10,235



	104
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	10,044



	105
	
 Swaziland

	9,776



	106
	
 Paraguay

	9,396



	107
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	9,268



	108
	
 Jamaica

	8,976



	109
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	8,909



	110
	
 Libya

	8,678



	111
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	8,621



	112
	
 Morocco

	8,330



	113
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	8,305



	114
	
 Bhutan

	8,227



	115
	
 Belize

	8,220



	116
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	7,899



	117
	
 Guyana

	7,873



	118
	
 Philippines

	7,728



	119
	
 Bolivia

	7,218



	120
	
 Angola

	6,844



	121
	
 Congo, Rep.

	6,676



	122
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	6,662



	123
	
 India

	6,616



	124
	
 Uzbekistan

	6,563



	125
	
 Vietnam

	6,429



	126
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	5,942



	127
	
 Myanmar

	5,832



	128
	
 Laos

	5,710



	129
	
 Samoa

	5,553



	130
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	5,452



	131
	
 Tonga

	5,386



	132
	
 Moldova

	5,328



	133
	
 Honduras

	5,271



	134
	
 Pakistan

	4,906



	135
	
 Sudan

	4,447



	136
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	4,412



	137
	
 Mauritania

	4,328



	138
	
 Timor-Leste

	4,187



	139
	
 Bangladesh

	3,891



	140
	
 Zambia

	3,880



	141
	
 Cambodia

	3,737



	142
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	3,609



	143
	
 Lesotho

	3,601



	144
	
 Tuvalu

	3,567



	145
	
 Papua New Guinea

	3,541



	146
	
 Kyrgyzstan

	3,521



	147
	
 Djibouti

	3,370



	148
	
 Kenya

	3,361



	149
	
 Marshall Islands

	3,301



	150
	
 Cameroon

	3,249



	151
	
  Micronesia[image: External link]

	3,234



	152
	
 Tanzania

	3,080



	153
	
 São Tomé and Príncipe

	3,072



	154
	
 Tajikistan

	3,008



	155
	
 Vanuatu

	2,631



	156
	
 Senegal

	2,577



	157
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	2,479



	158
	
 Chad

	2,445



	159
	
 Yemen

	2,375



	160
	
 Mali

	2,266



	161
	
 Benin

	2,119



	162
	
 Uganda

	2,068



	163
	
 Rwanda

	1,977



	164
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,973



	165
	
 Zimbabwe

	1,970



	166
	
 Ethiopia

	1,946



	167
	
 Afghanistan

	1,919



	168
	
 Kiribati

	1,823



	169
	
 Haiti

	1,784



	170
	
 Burkina Faso

	1,782



	171
	
 Guinea-Bissau

	1,730



	172
	
 Sierra Leone

	1,672



	173
	
 Gambia, The

	1,667



	174
	
 South Sudan

	1,657



	175
	
 Togo

	1,550



	176
	
 Comoros

	1,529



	177
	
 Madagascar

	1,505



	178
	
 Eritrea

	1,410



	179
	
 Guinea

	1,265



	180
	
 Mozambique

	1,215



	181
	
 Malawi

	1,134



	182
	
 Niger

	1,107



	183
	
 Liberia

	855



	184
	
 Burundi

	814



	185
	
 Congo, Dem. Rep.

	773



	186
	
 Central African Republic

	652





	


	Rank
	Country
	Int$
	Year



	1
	 Qatar
	141,543
	2015



	—
	 Macau
	111,497
	2015



	2
	  Luxembourg[image: External link]
	101,926
	2015



	3
	 Singapore
	85,382
	2015



	4
	  Brunei[image: External link]
	78,369
	2015



	5
	 Kuwait
	74,646
	2015



	6
	 United Arab Emirates
	69,971
	2015



	7
	 Ireland
	65,144
	2015



	8
	  Norway[image: External link]
	61,197
	2015



	9
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	61,086
	2015



	—
	 Hong Kong
	56,924
	2015



	10
	 United States
	56,116
	2015



	11
	 Saudi Arabia
	53,539
	2015



	—
	 Bermuda
	52,436
	2013



	—
	 Cayman Islands
	49,902
	2011



	12
	 Netherlands
	48,313
	2015



	13
	 Austria
	48,194
	2015



	14
	  Germany[image: External link]
	47,377
	2015



	15
	 Sweden
	46,704
	2015



	16
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	46,624
	2015



	17
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	46,586
	2015



	18
	 Iceland
	46,547
	2015



	19
	 Australia
	46,270
	2015



	20
	 Canada
	44,310
	2015



	21
	  Belgium[image: External link]
	44,093
	2015



	22
	 Finland
	42,309
	2015



	23
	 United Kingdom
	41,801
	2015



	24
	  Japan[image: External link]
	40,763
	2015



	25
	 Equatorial Guinea
	40,719
	2015



	26
	  Oman[image: External link]
	39,971
	2015



	27
	  France[image: External link]
	39,631
	2015



	28
	 New Zealand
	36,982
	2015



	—
	 Sint Maarten
	36,327
	2011



	29
	  Italy[image: External link]
	36,030
	2015



	—
	 Aruba
	36,015
	2011



	30
	  Israel[image: External link]
	35,831
	2015



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	35,024
	2013



	31
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	34,549
	2015



	32
	 Spain
	34,527
	2015



	33
	 Malta
	33,339
	2015



	34
	 Trinidad and Tobago
	33,309
	2015



	35
	 Czech Republic
	32,759
	2015



	36
	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	31,144
	2015



	37
	 Cyprus
	31,116
	2015



	38
	 Portugal
	29,213
	2015



	39
	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	29,105
	2015



	40
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	27,808
	2015



	41
	 Lithuania
	27,681
	2015



	42
	 Seychelles
	27,177
	2015



	43
	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	26,950
	2015



	44
	  Greece[image: External link]
	26,631
	2015



	45
	  Poland[image: External link]
	26,261
	2015



	46
	 Hungary
	25,799
	2015



	47
	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	25,088
	2015



	48
	 Kazakhstan
	25,045
	2015



	49
	 Russia
	24,451
	2015



	50
	 Latvia
	24,257
	2015



	51
	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	23,062
	2015



	52
	 Bahamas, The
	23,001
	2015



	53
	 Chile
	22,370
	2015



	54
	 Panama
	22,237
	2015



	55
	 Croatia
	21,881
	2015



	56
	 Romania
	21,403
	2015



	57
	 Uruguay
	21,244
	2015



	58
	 Cuba
	20,646
	2013



	59
	 Argentina
	20,338
	2015



	60
	 Mauritius
	20,085
	2015



	61
	 Gabon
	20,081
	2015



	62
	  Turkey[image: External link]
	20,008
	2015



	63
	 Bulgaria
	18,248
	2015



	64
	 Azerbaijan
	17,779
	2015



	65
	 Belarus
	17,740
	2015



	66
	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	17,665
	2014



	67
	 Iran
	17,388
	2014



	68
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	17,269
	2015



	69
	 Suriname
	16,703
	2015



	70
	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	16,533
	2015



	71
	  Barbados[image: External link]
	16,406
	2015



	72
	 Thailand
	16,340
	2015



	73
	 Botswana
	15,839
	2015



	74
	 Costa Rica
	15,595
	2015



	—
	  World[image: External link][11][8]
	15,546
	2015



	75
	  Montenegro[image: External link]
	15,464
	2015



	76
	 Iraq
	15,395
	2015



	77
	 Brazil
	15,391
	2015



	78
	 Palau
	15,317
	2015



	79
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	14,717
	2015



	80
	  China[image: External link]
	14,450
	2015



	81
	 Dominican Republic
	14,237
	2015



	82
	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	13,936
	2015



	83
	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	13,908
	2015



	84
	  Colombia[image: External link]
	13,829
	2015



	85
	 Serbia
	13,721
	2015



	86
	 Grenada
	13,559
	2015



	87
	 South Africa
	13,209
	2015



	88
	 Maldives
	12,770
	2015



	89
	 Peru
	12,529
	2015



	90
	  Mongolia[image: External link]
	12,221
	2015



	91
	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	11,763
	2015



	92
	 Tunisia
	11,618
	2015



	93
	 Ecuador
	11,474
	2015



	94
	  Albania[image: External link]
	11,249
	2015



	95
	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	11,140
	2015



	96
	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	11,058
	2015



	97
	 Libya
	11,023
	2011



	98
	 Saint Lucia
	10,944
	2015



	99
	 Egypt
	10,913
	2015



	100
	  Jordan[image: External link]
	10,903
	2015



	101
	  Dominica[image: External link]
	10,865
	2015



	102
	 Bosnia and Herzegovina
	10,633
	2015



	103
	 Namibia
	10,411
	2015



	—
	  Kosovo[image: External link]
	9,759
	2015



	104
	  Georgia[image: External link]
	9,699
	2015



	105
	  Fiji[image: External link]
	9,323
	2015



	106
	 Paraguay
	9,199
	2015



	107
	 Jamaica
	9,092
	2015



	108
	 Swaziland
	8,648
	2015



	109
	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	8,620
	2015



	110
	 Belize
	8,484
	2015



	111
	  Armenia[image: External link]
	8,419
	2015



	112
	 Bhutan
	8,370
	2015



	113
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	7,940
	2015



	114
	 Morocco
	7,842
	2015



	115
	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	7,722
	2015



	116
	 Guyana
	7,522
	2015



	117
	 Philippines
	7,387
	2015



	118
	 Angola
	7,387
	2015



	119
	 Nauru
	7,350
	2011



	120
	 Bolivia
	6,954
	2015



	121
	 Cape Verde[image: External link]
	6,557
	2015



	122
	 Congo, Rep.
	6,381
	2015



	123
	 India
	6,101
	2015



	124
	 Uzbekistan
	6,086
	2015



	125
	 Vietnam
	6,035
	2015



	126
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	6,004
	2015



	127
	 Samoa
	5,935
	2015



	128
	 Laos
	5,691
	2015



	129
	 Tonga
	5,535
	2015



	130
	 Myanmar
	5,250
	2015



	131
	  Nicaragua[image: External link]
	5,200
	2015



	132
	 Honduras
	5,095
	2015



	133
	 Moldova
	5,049
	2015



	—
	 West Bank and Gaza[image: External link]
	5,020
	2015



	134
	 Pakistan
	5,011
	2015



	135
	 Sudan
	4,388
	2015



	136
	  Ghana[image: External link]
	4,211
	2015



	137
	 Tuvalu
	3,926
	2015



	138
	 Marshall Islands
	3,911
	2015



	139
	 Mauritania
	3,891
	2014



	140
	 Zambia
	3,836
	2015



	141
	 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]
	3,514
	2015



	142
	  Micronesia[image: External link]
	3,497
	2015



	143
	 Djibouti
	3,491
	2015



	144
	 Cambodia
	3,490
	2015



	145
	 Kyrgyzstan
	3,434
	2015



	146
	 Bangladesh
	3,340
	2015



	147
	 São Tomé and Príncipe
	3,219
	2015



	148
	 Cameroon
	3,115
	2015



	149
	 Kenya
	3,089
	2015



	150
	 Vanuatu
	2,988
	2015



	151
	 Lesotho
	2,950
	2015



	152
	 Papua New Guinea
	2,869
	2014



	153
	 Tajikistan
	2,834
	2015



	154
	 Yemen
	2,821
	2015



	155
	 Tanzania
	2,673
	2015



	156
	    Nepal[image: External link]
	2,462
	2015



	157
	 Senegal
	2,421
	2015



	158
	 Timor-Leste
	2,283
	2015



	159
	 Solomon Islands
	2,201
	2015



	160
	 Chad
	2,176
	2015



	161
	 Benin
	2,057
	2015



	162
	 Mali
	2,028
	2015



	163
	 Kiribati
	1,995
	2015



	164
	 Afghanistan
	1,925
	2015



	165
	 South Sudan
	1,854
	2015



	166
	 Uganda
	1,851
	2015



	167
	 Zimbabwe
	1,787
	2015



	168
	 Rwanda
	1,762
	2015



	169
	 Haiti
	1,757
	2015



	170
	 Burkina Faso
	1,696
	2015



	171
	 Gambia, The
	1,680
	2015



	172
	 Ethiopia
	1,629
	2015



	173
	 Sierra Leone
	1,569
	2015



	174
	 Comoros
	1,483
	2015



	175
	 Madagascar
	1,465
	2015



	176
	 Togo
	1,460
	2015



	177
	 Guinea-Bissau
	1,456
	2015



	178
	 Eritrea
	1,411
	2011



	179
	 Guinea
	1,209
	2015



	180
	 Mozambique
	1,192
	2015



	181
	 Malawi
	1,184
	2015



	182
	 Niger
	956
	2015



	183
	 Liberia
	835
	2015



	184
	 Congo, Dem. Rep.
	784
	2015



	185
	 Burundi
	727
	2015



	186
	 Central African Republic
	619
	2015





	


	Rank
	Country
	Int$
	Year



	1
	 Qatar
	129,700
	2016 est.



	2
	  Luxembourg[image: External link]
	102,000
	2016 est.



	—
	 Macau
	96,100
	2016 est.



	3
	 Liechtenstein
	89,400
	2009 est.



	4
	 Singapore
	87,100
	2016 est.



	—
	 Bermuda
	85,700
	2013 est.



	—
	 Isle of Man[image: External link]
	83,100
	2007 est.



	5
	  Brunei[image: External link]
	79,700
	2016 est.



	6
	 Monaco
	78,700
	2013 est.



	7
	 Kuwait
	71,300
	2016 est.



	8
	 Ireland
	69,400
	2016 est.



	9
	  Norway[image: External link]
	69,300
	2016 est.



	10
	 United Arab Emirates
	67,700
	2016 est.



	—
	 Sint Maarten
	66,800
	2014 est.



	11
	 San Marino
	65,300
	2016 est.



	12
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	59,400
	2016 est.



	—
	 Hong Kong
	58,100
	2016 est.



	13
	 United States
	57,300
	2016 est.



	—
	  Jersey[image: External link]
	57,000
	2005 est.



	—
	 Falkland Islands[image: External link]
	55,400
	2002 est.



	14
	 Saudi Arabia
	54,100
	2016 est.



	—
	  Guernsey[image: External link]
	52,300
	2014 est.



	15
	 Netherlands
	50,800
	2016 est.



	16
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	50,300
	2016 est.



	17
	 Sweden
	49,700
	2016 est.



	18
	 Australia
	48,800
	2016 est.



	19
	  Germany[image: External link]
	48,200
	2016 est.



	20
	 Iceland
	48,100
	2016 est.



	21
	 Austria
	47,900
	2016 est.



	22
	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	47,800
	2016 est.



	23
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	46,600
	2016 est.



	24
	 Canada
	46,200
	2016 est.



	25
	  Belgium[image: External link]
	44,900
	2016 est.



	—
	 Cayman Islands
	43,800
	2004 est.



	26
	  Oman[image: External link]
	43,700
	2015 est.



	—
	  Gibraltar[image: External link]
	43,000
	2008 est.



	27
	 United Kingdom
	42,500
	2016 est.



	28
	  France[image: External link]
	42,400
	2016 est.



	—
	 British Virgin Islands
	42,300
	2010 est.



	29
	 Finland
	41,800
	2016 est.



	30
	  Japan[image: External link]
	38,900
	2016 est.



	—
	 New Caledonia
	38,800
	2012 est.



	31
	 Equatorial Guinea
	38,700
	2016 est.



	32
	 Malta
	37,900
	2016 est.



	33
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	37,900
	2016 est.



	—
	 Greenland
	37,900
	2008 est.



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	37,700
	2016 est.



	34
	 Andorra
	37,200
	2011 est.



	35
	 New Zealand
	37,100
	2016 est.



	—
	 Faroe Islands
	36,600
	2014 est.



	36
	 Spain
	36,500
	2016 est.



	37
	  Italy[image: External link]
	36,300
	2016 est.



	—
	 US Virgin Islands[image: External link]
	36,100
	2013 est.



	—
	 Saint Pierre and Miquelon[image: External link]
	34,900
	2006 est.



	38
	  Israel[image: External link]
	34,800
	2016 est.



	39
	 Cyprus
	34,400
	2016 est.



	40
	 Czech Republic
	33,200
	2016 est.



	41
	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	32,000
	2016 est.



	42
	 Trinidad and Tobago
	31,900
	2016 est.



	43
	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	31,200
	2016 est.



	—
	  Guam[image: External link]
	30,500
	2013 est.



	44
	 Lithuania
	29,900
	2016 est.



	45
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	29,500
	2015 est.



	—
	 Turks and Caicos Islands
	29,100
	2007 est.



	46
	 Portugal
	28,500
	2016 est.



	47
	 Seychelles
	28,000
	2016 est.



	48
	  Poland[image: External link]
	27,700
	2016 est.



	49
	 Hungary
	27,200
	2016 est.



	50
	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	27,200
	2016 est.



	51
	  Greece[image: External link]
	26,800
	2016 est.



	—
	 French Polynesia
	26,100
	2012 est.



	52
	 Russia
	26,100
	2016 est.



	53
	 Kazakhstan
	25,700
	2016 est.



	54
	 Latvia
	25,700
	2016 est.



	55
	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	25,500
	2016 est.



	—
	 Aruba
	25,300
	2011 est.



	56
	 The Bahamas
	24,600
	2016 est.



	57
	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	24,100
	2016 est.



	58
	 Chile
	24,000
	2016 est.



	59
	 Panama
	22,800
	2016 est.



	60
	 Croatia
	22,400
	2016 est.



	61
	 Romania
	22,300
	2016 est.



	62
	 Uruguay
	21,600
	2016 est.



	63
	  Turkey[image: External link]
	21,100
	2016 est.



	64
	 Mauritius
	20,500
	2016 est.



	65
	 Argentina
	20,200
	2016 est.



	66
	 Bulgaria
	20,100
	2016 est.



	67
	 Gabon
	19,300
	2016 est.



	—
	 Saint Martin[image: External link]
	19,300
	2005 est.



	68
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	18,900
	2016 est.



	69
	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	18,500
	2016 est.



	70
	 Iran
	18,100
	2016 est.



	71
	 Azerbaijan
	17,700
	2016 est.



	72
	 Belarus
	17,500
	2016 est.



	73
	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	17,300
	2016 est.



	74
	  Barbados[image: External link]
	17,200
	2016 est.



	75
	  Montenegro[image: External link]
	17,000
	2016 est.



	76
	 Botswana
	16,900
	2016 est.



	77
	 Thailand
	16,800
	2016 est.



	78
	 Iraq
	16,500
	2016 est.



	79
	 Costa Rica
	16,100
	2016 est.



	80
	 Dominican Republic
	15,900
	2016 est.



	81
	  China[image: External link]
	15,400
	2016 est.



	82
	 Palau
	15,300
	2016 est.



	83
	 Maldives
	15,300
	2016 est.



	84
	 Suriname
	15,200
	2016 est.



	85
	 Brazil
	15,200
	2016 est.



	86
	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	15,100
	2016 est.



	—
	 Curaçao
	15,000
	2004 est.



	87
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	15,000
	2016 est.



	88
	 Nauru
	14,800
	2015 est.



	89
	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	14,500
	2016 est.



	90
	 Libya
	14,200
	2016 est.



	91
	  Colombia[image: External link]
	14,200
	2016 est.



	92
	 Serbia
	14,200
	2016 est.



	93
	 Grenada
	14,100
	2016 est.



	—
	 Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link]
	13,300
	2013 est.



	94
	 South Africa
	13,200
	2016 est.



	—
	 American Samoa[image: External link]
	13,000
	2013 est.



	95
	 Peru
	13,000
	2016 est.



	96
	 Cook Islands[image: External link]
	12,300
	2010 est.



	97
	  Mongolia[image: External link]
	12,200
	2016 est.



	—
	 Anguilla
	12,200
	2008 est.



	98
	 Egypt
	12,100
	2016 est.



	99
	 Saint Lucia
	12,000
	2016 est.



	100
	  Albania[image: External link]
	11,900
	2016 est.



	101
	 Namibia
	11,800
	2016 est.



	102
	 Tunisia
	11,700
	2016 est.



	103
	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	11,700
	2016 est.



	104
	 Cuba
	11,600
	2014 est.



	105
	  Dominica[image: External link]
	11,400
	2016 est.



	106
	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	11,300
	2016 est.



	107
	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	11,200
	2016 est.



	108
	  Jordan[image: External link]
	11,100
	2016 est.



	109
	 Bosnia and Herzegovina
	11,000
	2016 est.



	110
	 Ecuador
	11,000
	2016 est.



	111
	  Georgia[image: External link]
	10,100
	2016 est.



	—
	  Kosovo[image: External link]
	10,000
	2016 est.



	112
	 Swaziland
	9,800
	2016 est.



	113
	 Paraguay
	9,400
	2016 est.



	114
	  Fiji[image: External link]
	9,400
	2016 est.



	115
	 Jamaica
	9,000
	2016 est.



	116
	 Belize
	8,600
	2015 est.



	—
	 Montserrat
	8,500
	2006 est.



	117
	  Armenia[image: External link]
	8,400
	2015 est.



	118
	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	8,300
	2015 est.



	119
	 Morocco
	8,300
	2015 est.



	120
	 Bhutan
	8,200
	2015 est.



	121
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	8,000
	2015 est.



	122
	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	7,900
	2015 est.



	—
	 Saint Helena, Ascension

and Tristan da Cunha[image: External link]
	7,800
	2010 est.



	123
	 Angola
	7,600
	2015 est.



	124
	 Philippines
	7,500
	2015 est.



	125
	 Guyana
	7,200
	2015 est.



	126
	 Congo, Rep.
	6,800
	2015 est.



	127
	 Cape Verde[image: External link]
	6,700
	2015 est.



	128
	 Bolivia
	6,500
	2015 est.



	129
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	6,400
	2015 est.



	130
	 India
	6,200
	2015 est.



	131
	 Vietnam
	6,100
	2015 est.



	132
	 Uzbekistan
	6,100
	2015 est.



	133
	  Niue[image: External link]
	5,800
	2003 est.



	134
	 Timor-Leste
	5,800
	2015 est.



	135
	 Laos
	5,400
	2015 est.



	136
	 Samoa
	5,400
	2015 est.



	137
	 Myanmar
	5,200
	2015 est.



	138
	 Tonga
	5,100
	2015 est.



	139
	  Syria[image: External link]
	5,100
	2011 est.



	140
	 Honduras
	5,000
	2015 est.



	141
	  Nicaragua[image: External link]
	5,000
	2015 est.



	142
	 Moldova
	5,000
	2015 est.



	143
	 Pakistan
	4,900
	2015 est.



	144
	 Mauritania
	4,500
	2015 est.



	145
	 Sudan
	4,500
	2015 est.



	146
	  Ghana[image: External link]
	4,300
	2015 est.



	147
	 State of Palestine[image: External link]
	4,300
	2014 est.



	148
	 Zambia
	4,200
	2015 est.



	—
	 Wallis and Futuna[image: External link]
	3,800
	2004 est.



	149
	 Bangladesh
	3,600
	2015 est.



	150
	 Cambodia
	3,500
	2015 est.



	151
	 São Tomé and Príncipe
	3,400
	2015 est.



	152
	 Tuvalu
	3,400
	2015 est.



	153
	 Marshall Islands
	3,400
	2015 est.



	154
	 Kyrgyzstan
	3,400
	2015 est.



	155
	 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]
	3,400
	2015 est.



	157
	 Kenya
	3,300
	2015 est.



	158
	 Djibouti
	3,300
	2015 est.



	159
	 Cameroon
	3,200
	2015 est.



	160
	 Tanzania
	3,000
	2015 est.



	161
	 Lesotho
	3,000
	2015 est.



	162
	  Micronesia[image: External link]
	3,000
	2015 est.



	163
	 Tajikistan
	2,800
	2015 est.



	164
	 Papua New Guinea
	2,800
	2015 est.



	165
	 Chad
	2,800
	2015 est.



	166
	 Yemen
	2,800
	2015 est.



	167
	 Vanuatu
	2,600
	2015 est.



	168
	 Senegal
	2,500
	2015 est.



	169
	    Nepal[image: External link]
	2,500
	2015 est.



	—
	 Western Sahara[image: External link]
	2,500
	2007 est.



	170
	 Kiribati
	2,200
	2015 est.



	171
	 Zimbabwe
	2,100
	2015 est.



	172
	 Uganda
	2,100
	2015 est.



	173
	 Afghanistan
	2,000
	2015 est.



	174
	 South Sudan
	2,000
	2015 est.



	175
	 Solomon Islands
	2,000
	2015 est.



	176
	 Benin
	2,000
	2015 est.



	177
	 Rwanda
	1,800
	2015 est.



	178
	 Burkina Faso
	1,800
	2015 est.



	179
	 Mali
	1,800
	2015 est.



	180
	 North Korea[image: External link]
	1,800
	2014 est.



	181
	 Haiti
	1,800
	2015 est.



	182
	 The Gambia
	1,700
	2015 est.



	183
	 Ethiopia
	1,700
	2015 est.



	184
	 Comoros
	1,600
	2015 est.



	185
	 Sierra Leone
	1,600
	2015 est.



	186
	 Togo
	1,500
	2015 est.



	187
	 Guinea-Bissau
	1,500
	2015 est.



	188
	 Madagascar
	1,500
	2015 est.



	189
	 Mozambique
	1,300
	2015 est.



	190
	 Guinea
	1,300
	2015 est.



	191
	 Malawi
	1,200
	2015 est.



	192
	 Eritrea
	1,200
	2015 est.



	193
	 Niger
	1,100
	2015 est.



	—
	  Tokelau[image: External link]
	1,000
	1993 est.



	194
	 Liberia
	900
	2016 est.



	195
	 Congo, Dem. Rep.
	800
	2016 est.



	196
	 Burundi
	800
	2016 est.



	197
	 Central African Republic
	700
	2016 est.



	198
	 Somalia
	400
	2014 est.
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Economy of Tuvalu






Tuvalu is a Polynesian[image: External link] island nation[image: External link] located in the Pacific Ocean[image: External link], midway between Hawaii[image: External link] and Australia.[1] The economy of Tuvalu is constrained by its remoteness and lack of economies of scale. Government revenues largely come from fishing licences (primarily paid under the South Pacific Tuna Treaty);[2] direct grants from international donors (government donors as well as from the Asian Development Bank[image: External link]); and income from the Tuvalu Trust Fund[image: External link] (established in 1987 by the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand).[3] The lease of its highly fortuitous .tv[image: External link] Top Level Domain[image: External link] (TLD) also contributes revenue;[4] however, revenue from the sales of stamps[image: External link] have significantly declined in recent years.

The Tuvalu Trust Fund[image: External link] was established for the intended purpose of helping to supplement national deficits, underpin economic development, and help the nation achieve greater financial autonomy.[5] The Trust Fund, has contributed roughly (A$79 million) 15% of the annual government budget each year since 1990.[3] With a capital value of about 2.5 times GDP, the Trust Fund provides an important cushion for Tuvalu's volatile income sources from fishing and royalties from the sale of the .tv domain.[6]

World Bank Statistics outline that in 2010 Tuvalu produced a bottom-tier ranking Gross Domestic Product[image: External link] of $31,350,804 and Gross National Income[image: External link] of $4,760.[7] In terms of GNI the nation compares, adequately with other Pacific SIDS[image: External link] states such as Kiribati ($2,010) and the Marshall Islands ($3,640). Fishing licensing agreements with Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand and the United States generating an income of A$9 million in 2009.[8][9] In 2013 revenue from fishing licenses doubled in 2013 and now totales more than 45% of GDP.[10]

A large proportion of national income is obtained through the employment of 15% of adult male Tuvaluans, overseas in the maritime industry. The value of these remittances[image: External link] was valued at A$4 million (est. 2006) and on average accounts for 10% of GDP. A UN Report makes reference to the fact that these revenue streams are vulnerable to macroeconomic change while the national budget remains heavily subsidised through international aid and funding schemes such as the Tuvalu Trust Fund[image: External link] (TTF) with a strong reliance on the importation of food (imports $15.5 million 2007 est).[11]

Tuvalu joined the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF) on 24 June 2010.[12] On 5 August 2012, the Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) concluded the Article IV consultation with Tuvalu, and assessed the economy of Tuvalu: “A slow recovery is underway in Tuvalu, but there are important risks. GDP grew in 2011 for the first time since the global financial crisis, led by the private retail sector and education spending. We expect growth to rise slowly”.[13]

The IMF Article IV consultation with Tuvalu, which was completed in August 2014, concluded that: “Large revenues from fishing licenses, together with substantial foreign aid, facilitated a sizable budget surplus in the past two years but also an expansionary budget in 2014. The large increase in budget spending is set to cause some inflationary pressure. More importantly, the likely difficulties in unwinding the budget expansion and potential liabilities arising from weaknesses in state-owned banks and public enterprises make fiscal sustainability a major concern over the medium to long run.”[14]
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 Natural resources




See also: Geography of Tuvalu[image: External link]


Agriculture in Tuvalu[image: External link] is focused on coconut trees and growing pulaka[image: External link] in large pits of composted soil below the water table. Subsistence farming of coconut palms to produce copra[image: External link] and fishing remain the primary economic activities, particularly off the capital island of Funafuti[image: External link]. There is no apparent large income disparity among the residents, although virtually the only jobs in the islands that pay a steady wage or salary are with the government, which make up about two thirds of those in formal employment[image: External link]. About 15% of adult males work as seamen on foreign flagged merchant ships.[10] Population growth on the outer islands, the limits as to available land and the lack of employment opportunities, results in a flow of people from the outer islands to the capital in Funafuti[image: External link] with further pressure to migrate to Australia or New Zealand.[15] There is high youth unemployment and few new jobs being created. Given the absence of natural resources (apart from tuna[image: External link] in the territorial waters), and the constrains imposed on the Tuvaluan economy by its remoteness and lack of economies of scale, practical policies are needed for improvements to the livelihoods of the growing numbers of young Tuvaluans who aspire to a more affluent lifestyle than older generations.

Tuvalu comprises four reef[image: External link] islands and five true atolls[image: External link] that result in a contiguous zone: 24 nmi (44 km) exclusive economic zone: 200 nmi (370 km) territorial sea: 12 nmi (22 km)[10] Its nearest neighbours are Kiribati, Nauru, Samoa and Fiji[image: External link]. Tuvalu has worked with Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the European Union and enacted the Seabed Minerals Act 2014. The SPC-EU Pacific Deep Sea Minerals Project involves cooperation between the Cook Islands, Fiji, Tonga and Tuvalu with the object of those countries making informed decisions about future deep seabed mineral activities.[16]

The population at the 2012 census was 10,460,[17][18] which makes Tuvalu the third-least populous sovereign state[image: External link] in the world; as compared to its immediate neighbours, it has a larger population than Nauru, but is smaller than Kiribati which has a permanent population of just over 100,000 (2011).[19] In terms of physical land size, at just 26 square kilometres (10 sq mi) Tuvalu is the fourth smallest country in the world; as compared to its immediate neighbours, Tuvalu is larger than Nauru, which is 21 km2 (8.1 sq mi), and smaller than Kiribati, which comprises groups of atolls[image: External link] dispersed over 3.5 million square kilometres, (1,351,000 square miles) of the Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. Tuvalu’s Exclusive Economic Zone[image: External link] (EEZ) covers an oceanic area of approximately 900,000 km2.[20]

Tuvalu is considered a safe country of unspoiled natural beauty and friendly people. However, due to its remoteness, the cost of travelling to the island and limited air traffic to the country, limited numbers of tourists visit each year. The majority of visitors to Tuvalu are government officials, aid workers, NGO[image: External link] officials or consultants.[21]
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 Tuvalu's economy




See also: Agriculture in Tuvalu[image: External link]
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 Fishing resources




Tuvaluans are primarily involved in traditional agriculture and fishing. Job opportunities also exist as observers on tuna boats where the role is to monitor compliance with the boat's tuna fishing licence.[22]

The Tuvaluan economy therefore relies heavily on its fishing income, with 42% of the Tuvaluan population involved in fishing activity at various levels. UN Data calculated a gross value of fisheries at US$43,773,582 (2007 est), which accounted for the output of coastal commercial fishing, coastal subsistence fishing[image: External link], locally based offshore fishing, foreign-based offshore fishing, freshwater fishing and aquaculture[image: External link]. In recent years all of the income has been generated through the listed activities in Tuvalu waters, rather than through exports direct from Tuvalu. The activities of international fishing vessels[image: External link], which in 2008 comprised 42 longline fishing[image: External link] vessels, 3 pole/line vessels and 126 purse seiners[image: External link], far outweigh domestic activity, with a production volume of 35,541 tonnes worth US$40,924,370 (2009 est) or 93.5% of gross value, although Tuvalu retains a sizeable share in income via licensing. The fishing in the 900,000 km2 of water area mainly consists of Skipjack Tuna[image: External link], Yellowfin Tuna[image: External link] and Bigeye Tuna[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Remittances from Tuvaluan seafarers




Tuvalu men are employed abroad working on container ships, primarily on German[image: External link]-owned ships. Remittances from seafarers is a major source of income for families in the country. In 2002, the Asian Development Bank[image: External link] approved an assistance package to upgrade the Tuvalu Maritime Training Institute[image: External link] (TMTI) which trains young Tuvaluans so they can work aboard foreign vessels.[23] This project was completed in 2011.[24] The Global Economic Crisis (GEC) that began in 2007 has impacted on global export-import activities and the demand for shipping, which reduced the need for seafarers from Tuvalu.[25][26]

The 1991 census identified 272 seaman working on merchant shipping. In 2002 the Tuvaluan Overseas Seaman’s Union (TOSU) estimated the number as 417 seaman working on shipping.[27] Remittances from seafarers is a major source of income for Tuvaluan families. However the Global Financial Crisis[image: External link] has impacted on export/import activities with a resulting drop in job opportunities for Tuvaluan seaman on merchant shipping.[28] In 2011 the Asian Development Bank (ADB) estimates there are 800 TMTI graduates registered for employment as seafarers.[24] The ADB identify that the number of Tuvaluans employed as seafarers has decreased steadily from about 340 in 2001 to only 205 in 2010; so that of a total pool of 800 qualified seafarers, including those on leave, almost 450 were unemployed. This decline in seafarer employment has reduced remittances from $2.4 million in 2001 to a projected $1.2 million in 2010.[24] The International Labour Organisation[image: External link] (ILO) also estimates that in 2010 there were approximately 200 Tuvaluan seafarers on ships. The International Monetary Fund[image: External link] 2014 Country Report described the effect of the global financial crisis[image: External link] (GFC) as reducing demand for the services of Tuvaluan seafarers. As of October 2013, there were about 112 Tuvalu seafarers working on cargo boats, compared to 361 in 2006. The consequence is that remittances from seafarers to their families in Tuvalu fell by about 9 percent of GDP for Tuvalu. In 2012 remittances from seafarers amounted to 10 percent of GDP in Tuvalu.[29]

While a budget deficit of A$0.4 million was projected for 2015, the Asian Development Bank[image: External link] (ADB) assessed the budget as being A$14.3m in surplus as the result of high tuna fish license fees. The ADB predicted that the 2% growth rate for 2015 would continue into 2016.[30]
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 Economic performance from 1996




From 1996 to 2002, Tuvalu was one of the best performing Pacific Island economies and achieved an average real gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate of 5.6 per cent per annum. Since 2002 economic growth has slowed as Tuvalu was exposed to rapid rises in world prices fuel and food with the level of inflation peaking at 13.4% in 2008,[31] and falling to -1¾% in November 2010.[6] The International Monetary Fund 2010 Report on Tuvalu describes the economy as contracted over recent years, with real GDP growth of: 7.0 (2008), -1.7 (2009), 0.2 (2010), 0.0 (2011 est.).[6]

However, due to the acute level of geographic, macroeconomic and financial isolation, scale of area, population infrastructure and agriculture, climate change, oil dependency, contracting GDP and economic dependency many sources in this decade view Tuvalu as an extremely vulnerable economy.[7] The country is also imported-fuel dependent, with gas prices quoted at $12/gal (2009). The high cost of petroleum products has encouraged the development of projects to access renewable energy in Tuvalu[image: External link].

Although listed by the UN as a Lower Middle Income LDC[image: External link], it scores very high in terms of EVI (Economic Vulnerability Index), with a rating of 79.7 out of 100 in 2009, leading the UN to state that Tuvalu is the most "economically vulnerable country in the world". Due to the factors addressed earlier, Tuvalu yields a limited revenue from exports.[32] Figures in 2007, estimated a Tuvalu export value of $100,410 derived from Copra[image: External link] and miscellaneous items such as stamps.[33]
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 Public sector enterprises




The public sector enterprises are the National Bank of Tuvalu[image: External link], Development Bank of Tuvalu, Tuvalu Electricity Corporation, Tuvalu Telecommunications Corporation[image: External link], Tuvalu Philatelic Bureau[image: External link], Tuvalu Maritime Training Institute[image: External link] and Vaiaku Lagi Hotel[image: External link].[6][34]

Banking services are provided by the National Bank of Tuvalu[image: External link]. Effective of 7 October 2016, Tuvalu accepted the Article VIII obligations of the IMF Articles of Agreement, to maintaining an exchange system free of restrictions on payments for international transactions.[12]

The Tuvalu Media Department[image: External link] of the Government of Tuvalu operates one station on the AM frequencies under the title of Radio Tuvalu.[35] Fenui – news from Tuvalu is a free digital publication of the Tuvalu Media Department that is emailed to subscribers and operates a Facebook page, which publishes news about government activities and news about Tuvaluan events, such as a special edition covering the results of the 2015 general election.[36]

The Tuvalu National Provident Fund (TNPF) and the Copra Trading Co-operative (CTC) are owned by the members of each organisation. The TNPF provides its members with loans, for which each member’s account is used as collateral.[34] The Tuvalu Cooperative Society is the main wholesaler and retailer in Tuvalu.[6]
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 Private sector enterprises




The Tuvalu National Private Sector Organisation,[37] the Tuvalu National Chamber of Commerce and Tuvalu Business Centre are active in supporting private sector enterprises. In order to set up a business in Tuvalu, an investor needs a start up capital of AUD$20,000, a Tuvaluan partner and pay a business registration fee of AUD$100.[38] As of 2010 there are only seven foreign owned businesses operating in Tuvalu, which were mostly set up by Asian small business operators in the retail and restaurant sector.[38]

Mackenzie Trading Limited, established by Mackenzie Kiritome[image: External link] in 2008, operates small retail outlets in the outer islands to sell merchandise in competition with the Co-operative Society (which is a community owned enterprise).[38] In 2010 Mackenzie Trading Limited employed 40 people.[38]
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 Development of economic and social policy (Te Kakeega)




Te Kakeega is the statement of the national strategy for the sustainable development of Tuvalu, with economic and social goals intended to be achieved in the period 2005 to 2015.[39][40] After consultations on each islands the National Summit on Sustainable Development (NSSD), was held at the Tausoalima Falekaupule in Funafuti from 28 June to 9 July 2004.[41] The meeting resulted in the Malefatuga Declaration,[42] which is the foundation of Te Kakeega II.[40] The follow-up document, the 2008 Kakeega Matrix Returns, “contained all the known aid projects, programmes, development initiatives and ideas adopted by the donors and the two successive Tuvalu governments (2004-2006 and 2006 to present)”.[43]

The Te Kakeega III - National Strategy for Sustainable Development-2016-2020 (TK III) includes new strategic areas, in addition to the eight identified in TK II. The additional strategic areas are climate change; environment; migration and urbanization; and oceans and seas.[44]
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 The Tuvalu Trust Fund




The Tuvalu Trust Fund[image: External link] (TTF) was established in 1987 by the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand.[3] The TTF, a prudently managed overseas investment fund, has contributed roughly 11% of the annual government budget each year since 1990. With a capital value of about 2.5 times GDP, the TTF provides an important cushion for Tuvalu's volatile income sources from fishing and royalties from the sale of the dot-TV domain. The ".tv" domain name generates around $2.2 million each year from royalties, which is about ten per cent of the government's total revenue.[45] With an initial capital of about A$27 million at independence, the TTF now totals about A$100 million.[6][31][46]

The value of the Tuvalu Trust Fund, as at 30 September 2012, was approximately A$127.3m (A$115.1 million),[47] with the market value of the fund increasing by 10.5% during the 2011/2012 financial year.[3] The Trust Fund, has contributed roughly (A$79 million) 15% of the annual government budget each year since 1990.[3] With a capital value of about 2.5 times GDP, the Trust Fund provides an important cushion for Tuvalu's volatile income sources from fishing and royalties from the sale of the .tv domain [6] Meeting the needs of the 2013/14 budget of the Tuvaluan Government will require drawing from funds held in the “Consolidated Investment Fund”.

The capital of the Trust Fund is known as the “A Account”. The "B Account" or “Consolidated Investment Fund” (CIF) is a revolving “buffer account” that receives funds from the returns or “disbursements” of the "A Account". The operation of the Trust Fund through two accounts assists in stabilising the long-term financial situation of the Government of Tuvalu as well as addressing short-term budget needs.[47] The "B Account", which belongs exclusively to the Government, holds income distributions from the "A Account" until funds are needed to be used for the national budget.[47] It therefore serves as a buffer against the volatility of the ‘A Account’ returns, i.e., during years when there are no returns or low returns. Brian Bell, a member of the Tuvalu Trust Fund Advisory Committee since the inception of the Trust Fund in 1987, describes the purpose of the Trust Fund as being:


	“The Tuvalu Trust Fund was aimed at providing a source of revenue to overcome a chronic budget deficit situation. The revenue is distributed to the Government from the A Account to the B Account. The amount needed is then drawn down into the consolidated revenue account as an additional source of revenue for expenditure on government services through the recurrent budget.”[48]




The 20th anniversary review of the Tuvalu Trust Fund described the performance as being that:


	“In the first twenty years of operation the Fund has grown to $106.6 million in Market Value as at 30 June 2007. The real rate of return on the Fund has averaged 6.2 percent per annum providing $65.7 million in revenue to Tuvalu. Of this $24.1 million has been used to help fund budget deficits, $29.2 million has been reinvested in the Fund and $12.4 million is held in the CIF awaiting drawdown as at 30 June 2007. The Government’s subsequent reinvestments back into the Fund since inception raises Tuvalu’s contributions to the Fund to $29.8 million including the initial contribution of $1.6 million. It makes Tuvalu the major contributor to the Fund, which is evidence of Tuvalu’s commitment to the long term sustainability of the Fund.’[49]




The IMF 2014 Country Report noted the market value of the Tuvalu Trust Fund dropped during the global financial crisis, however the total value of the fund had recovered to more than $A140 million (3.5 times of GDP). As the result of fiscal surpluses achieved in 2012 & 2013 the CIF had increased to more than $A 15 million (38 percent of GDP).[50]
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 Falekaupule Trust Fund




In 1999 the Asian Development Bank[image: External link] (ADB) and the government of Tuvalu set up the Falekaupule Trust Fund[image: External link], which is intended to improve services on the outer islands.[39] The island councils – composed of traditional leaders – are responsible for managing their own finances from a budget allocated from the Tuvaluan government from the Falekaupule Trust Fund.[51] Under the Falekaupule Act, Falekaupule means “traditional assembly in each island...composed in accordance with the Aganu of each island”. Aganu means traditional custom and culture.[40] The initial capital of Falekaupule Trust Fund was A$12 million. The market value of the FTF has increased:


	“As at 30 June 2007, the FTF’s market value stood at $25.3 million. After eight years of operation, the FTF has made three distributions totalling to $4.7 million. A Reserve Account was established in 2005 having the exact same purpose as the CIF, which is to smooth out the stream of revenue from the main investment. At 30 June 2007, the FTF’s Reserve Account was $1.4 million.”[49]




The global financial crisis affected the FTF, which is required to maintain its value in real terms before a distribution can be made. As of 30 September 2010, the maintained value was $27.3 million; the result of capital growth and contributions from development partners. This is some $3.5 million higher than the market value of $23.8 million. The gap of 15% between the market value and the maintained value must be recouped before another distribution can be made.[52] Since the commencement of FTF, there have been four years in which distributions were made. The FTF has distributed $6.4 million with some $5.3 million allocated to island development (the balance of $1.1 million is held in reserve by the communities). This equates to an average of $55,000 spent per island per year.[52]
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 Government revenue




The Tuvalu Trust Fund[image: External link] was established for the intended purpose of helping to supplement national deficits, underpin economic development, and help the nation achieve greater financial autonomy.[5][39] The Trust Fund, has contributed roughly (A$79 million) 15% of the annual government budget each year since 1990.[3] With a capital value of about 2.5 times GDP, the Trust Fund provides an important cushion for Tuvalu's volatile income sources from fishing and royalties from the sale of the .tv domain.[6] Meeting the needs of the 2013/14 budget of the Tuvaluan Government will require drawing from funds held in the “B Account” of the Tuvalu Trust Fund[image: External link].

Government revenues largely come from sales of stamps[image: External link] and coins[image: External link], fishing licences, income from the Tuvalu Ship Registry[image: External link], income from the TTF, and from the lease of its highly fortuitous .tv[image: External link] Internet[image: External link] Top Level Domain[image: External link] (TLD).[53][54] VeriSign, Inc manages the .tv[image: External link] domain with the agreement running until 2021.[55] Commercial businesses consider "tv" to be the most recognisable letters in the world and significant for representing how consumers will use the Internet in the future. Major League Baseball[image: External link] created MLB.tv to stream games. Other businesses have sought out .tv domain names due to the relative difficulty of creating a brand in the crowded .com space.[56]

Fishing licences are an important source of revenue. The fishing in the 900,000 km2 of water area mainly consists of Skipjack Tuna[image: External link], Yellowfin Tuna[image: External link] and Bigeye Tuna[image: External link]. Payments from US government[image: External link] made under the South Pacific Tuna Treaty (SPTT) was about $9 million in 1999.[2] In May 2013 representatives from the United States and the Pacific Islands countries agreed to sign interim arrangement documents to extend the Multilateral Fisheries Treaty (which encompasses the South Pacific Tuna Treaty) to confirm access to the fisheries in the Western and Central Pacific for US tuna boats for 18 months.[57][58] In 2015 Tuvalu has refused to sell fishing days to certain nations and fleets that have blocked Tuvaluan initiatives to develop and sustain their own fishery.[59] In 2016 Dr Puakena Boreham[image: External link], the Minister of Natural Resources, drew attention to Article 30 of the WCPF Convention, which describes the collective obligation of members to consider the disproportionate burden that management measures might place on small-island developing states.[60]

The Asian Development Bank described the Global Economic Crisis (GEC) as impacting on Tuvalu through: “(i) lower demand for Tuvalu seafarers and, therefore, falling remittances; (ii) volatile exchange rate movements affecting the value of remittances, revenues from fishing licence fees, and food prices; and (iii) lower market value of the Tuvalu Trust Fund (TTF), which at the end of May 2010 was about 12% below the maintained value. Thus, as a direct result of the GEC, no distribution was made from the fund to the budget for 2010 and further distributions are unlikely while there is uncertainty in international financial markets.”[61]

The IMF 2010 Country Report describes economic activity in Tuvalu as dampened by lower offshore earnings, with “[t]he economy is expected to have almost no growth in 2010, and growth is projected to be zero or even turn negative in 2011, led by lower government spending, and remain low over the medium term.”[6]

The IMF 2014 Country Report noted that real GDP growth had been volatile averaging only 1 percent in the past decade. The 2014 Country Report describes economic growth prospects as generally positive as the result of large revenues from fishing licenses, together with substantial foreign aid, "while, over the medium to long run, growth prospects may be hampered by the dominance of inefficient public enterprise in the economy, uncertainty in the fisheries sector, and weak competitiveness."[14]
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 Least developed country (LDC) status




The United Nations designates Tuvalu as a least developed country[image: External link] (LDC) because of its limited potential for economic development, absence of exploitable resources and its small size and vulnerability to external economic and environmental shocks.[62] Tuvalu participates in the Enhanced Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries (EIF), which was established in October 1997 under the auspices of the World Trade Organisation[image: External link].[63][64] In 2013 Tuvalu deferred its graduation from least developed country[image: External link] (LDC) status to a Developing country to 2015. Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga[image: External link] said that this deferral was necessary to maintain access by Tuvalu to the funds provided by the United Nations's National Adaptation Programme of Action[image: External link] (NAPA), as "Once Tuvalu graduates to a developed country, it will not be considered for funding assistance for climate change adaptation programmes like NAPA, which only goes to LDCs". Tuvalu had met targets so that Tuvalu was to graduate from LDC status. Prime minister, Enele Sopoaga[image: External link] wants the United Nations to reconsider its criteria for graduation from LDC status as not enough weight is given to the environmental plight of small island states like Tuvalu in the application of the Environmental Vulnerability Index[image: External link] (EVI).[65]
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 International aid




Australia and New Zealand continue to contribute capital to the Tuvalu Trust Fund and provide other forms of development assistance.[3][66] Financial support to Tuvalu is also provided by Japan[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link] and the European Union[image: External link].[67][68]

Tuvalu joined the Asian Development Bank[image: External link] (ADB) in 1993. To improve aid effectiveness, the government of Tuvalu, ADB, AusAID[image: External link], and NZAID[image: External link] signed the Development Partners Declaration (DPD) in 2009. The DPD is designed to improve aid effectiveness, both in the implementation of specific projects and in assisting the Tuvaluan government achieve performance benchmark indicators.[6][51]

Tuvalu became a member of the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF) in July 2010[69] and also joined the World Bank. In 2013 the World Bank approved US$6.06 million in finance for the existing Tuvalu Aviation Investment Project (TvAIP) for the purpose of improving operational safety and oversight of international air transport and associated infrastructure at Funafuti International Airport[image: External link].[70]

Tuvalu participates in the Enhanced Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries (EIF), which was established in October 1997 under the auspices of the World Trade Organisation.[63][71] In 2013 Tuvalu deferred its graduation from Least Developed Country[image: External link] (LDC) status to a Developing country to 2015. Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga[image: External link] said that this deferral was necessary to maintain access by Tuvalu to the funds provided by the United Nations[image: External link]'s National Adaptation Programme of Action[image: External link] (NAPA), as “Once Tuvalu graduates to a developed country, it will not be considered for funding assistance for climate change adaptation programmes like NAPA, which only goes to LDCs”. Tuvalu had met targets so that Tuvalu was to graduate from LDC status. Prime minister, Enele Sopoaga[image: External link] wants the United Nations[image: External link] to reconsider its criteria for graduation from LDC status as not enough weight is given to the environmental plight of small island states like Tuvalu. Sopoaga said that:


	“The present application of those criteria we feel is totally unrealistic and perhaps very very wrong. We need to address that. The application of the current criterias - we have no problem with the criterias but the application - EVI (Environmental Vulnerability Index[image: External link]) must be one of the two.”[65]




On 18 February 2016 Tuvalu signed the Pacific Islands Development Forum Charter and formally joined the Pacific Islands Development Forum (PIDF).[72]

In June 2017, Tuvalu agreed to sign the Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations[image: External link] (PACER).[73]
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 GDP and other economic performance indicators




The Tuvaluan dollar[image: External link] and the Australian dollar[image: External link] (A$) are both official currencies of Tuvalu.

 This article incorporates public domain material[image: External link] from the CIA World Factbook website https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html[image: External link].

Further information sourced from: "Tuvalu: 2010 Article IV Consultation-Staff Report; Public Information Notice on the Executive Board Discussion; and Statement by the Executive Director for Tuvalu"[image: External link]. International Monetary Fund Country Report No. 11/46. 8 February 2011. Retrieved 4 September 2011.; "Tuvalu: 2014 Article IV Consultation-Staff Report; Public Information Notice on the Executive Board Discussion; and Statement by the Executive Director for Tuvalu"[image: External link] (PDF). International Monetary Fund Country Report No. 14/253. August 2014. Retrieved 21 March 2016.

GDP: purchasing power parity $36.58 million (2015 est.)[10]

GDP: official exchange rate $34 million (2015 est.)[10]

GDP - real growth rate: -1.7% (2009); -2.7% (2010);[74] 8.4% (2011);[74] 0.2% (2012);[74] 1.3% (2013);[74] 2.2% (2014 est.);[10][74] 3.5% (2015 est.)[10]

GDP - per capita: $2,447 (2009);[6] $3,400 (2015 est.)[10]

GNI - GNI per capita: $4,760 (2010)[11]

GDP – composition by sector:

Agriculture: 24.5% (2012 est.)[10]

Industry: 5.6% (2012 est.)[10]

Services: 70% (2012 est.)[10]

Industrial production growth rate: -26.1% (2012 est.)[10]

Inflation[image: External link] rate (consumer prices): -1.9% (2010);[74] 0.5% (2011);[74] 1.4% (2012);[74] 2% (2013)[74] 3.3% (2014 est.);[10][74] 4.7% (2015 est.)[10]

Total population: 10,640[17][18]

Labor force - by occupation: people make a living mainly through exploitation of the sea[image: External link], reefs[image: External link], and atolls[image: External link] and from wages sent home by those working abroad in Australia and New Zealand and sailors working of merchant ships.

See also: Tuvalu Overseas Seamen's Union[image: External link]


Labour force: 3,615 (2004 est.)[10]

Unemployment rate: 16.3% (2004)[6]

Population below poverty line: 26.3% (2010 est.)[10]

Budget:



	Budget
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014 budget
	2014 proj.
	2015 proj.[74]



	Total revenues and grants
	A$24.9 million
	A$26.3 million
	A$32.5 million
	A$42.7 million
	A$52 million
	A$48.3 million
	A$38.4 million



	Total expenditures
	A$33.2 million
	A$29.7 million
	A$28.9 million
	A$32.2 million
	A$38.7 million
	A$41.8 million
	A$40.3 million




Government finance:



	Government finance:

(as a percentage of GDP)
	2009[6]
	2010[74]
	2011[74]
	2012[74]
	2013 est.[74]
	2014 proj.[74]
	2015 proj.[74]



	Revenue and grants
	89.8%
	71.9%
	69%
	84.3%
	107.5%
	116%
	87%



	Current Revenue:
	59.4%
	55%
	47.8%
	55.6%
	82.9%
	64.6%
	65.6%



	Grants:
	30.4%
	16.4%
	21.2%
	27.8%
	24.6%
	51.5%
	22.1%



	Expenditure and net lending
	93.5%
	95.7%
	77.9%
	75%
	81.1%
	100.2%
	92.1%



	Current expenditure:
	78%
	92.5%
	76.1%
	75%
	81%
	110.1%
	91.9%



	Capital expenditure and net lending:
	15.5%
	3.2%
	1.8%
	0%
	0.2%
	0.2%
	0.2%



	Overall balance
	-3.7%
	-23.8%
	-8.9%
	9.3%
	26.3%
	15.8%
	-4.4%



	Extra budgetary grants
	TBA
	31.8%
	21.2%
	29.3%
	25.2%
	25.7%
	31.4%




Electricity - production: 3 GWh (1995)

Electricity - consumption: 3 GWh (1995)

See also: Renewable energy in Tuvalu[image: External link]


Industries: fishing, tourism[image: External link], copra[image: External link]

Agriculture - products: coconuts[image: External link]; fish

Exports: $1 million (f.o.b., 2004); $600,000 (2010 est.)[10]

Exports - commodities: copra, fish

Exports - partners: Germany 56.8%, Fiji 14.4%, Italy 10.9%, UK 7.7%, Poland 4.9% (2004)

Imports: $12.91 million (c.i.f., 2005); $238.6 million (2012 est.); $136.5 million (2013 est.)[10]

Imports - commodities: food, animals, mineral fuels[image: External link], machinery, manufactured goods

Imports - partners: Fiji[image: External link] 50.2%, Japan[image: External link] 18.1%, Australia 9.6%, China[image: External link] 8%, New Zealand 5.5% (2004)

Economic aid - recipient: $30.4 (2009); $19.7 million (2010 est.) [6] note - major donors are Australia, New Zealand, European Union[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], and the US

Currency: 1 Tuvaluan dollar[image: External link] ($T) or 1 Australian dollar (A$) = 100 cents

Exchange rates: Tuvaluan dollars or Australian dollars per US dollar - 1.0902 (2010), 1.2822 (2009), 1.2137 (2007), 1.3285 (2006); 0.9695 (2011 est.); 0.97 (2012 est.); 1.1094 (2013 est.); 1.67 (2014 est.); 1.33 (2015 est.)[10]

Fiscal year: calendar year
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 External sources




Te Kakeega III - National Strategy for Sustainable Development-2016-2020[image: External link]
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Gilded Age






This article is about social history. For other uses, see Gilded Age (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Gilded Age in United States history[image: External link] is the late 19th century, from the 1870s to about 1900. The term for this period came into use in the 1920s and 1930s and was derived from writer Mark Twain[image: External link]'s 1873 novel The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today[image: External link], which satirized an era of serious social problems masked by a thin gold gilding. The early half of the Gilded Age roughly coincided with the middle portion of the Victorian era[image: External link] in Britain and the Belle Époque[image: External link] in France. Its beginning in the years after the American Civil War[image: External link] overlaps the Reconstruction Era[image: External link] (which ended in 1877),[1] and it is generally thought to be followed by the Progressive Era[image: External link] in the 1890s.

The Gilded Age was an era of rapid economic growth, especially in the North and West. As American wages were much higher than those in Europe, especially for skilled workers, the period saw an influx of millions of European immigrants. The rapid expansion of industrialization[image: External link] led to real wage growth of 60% between 1860 and 1890, spread across the ever-increasing labor force. The average annual wage per industrial worker (including men, women, and children) rose from $380 in 1880 to $564 in 1890, a gain of 48%. However, the Gilded Age was also an era of abject poverty and inequality as millions of immigrants—many from impoverished European nations—poured into the United States, and the high concentration of wealth[image: External link] became more visible and contentious.[2]

Railroads[image: External link] were the major growth industry, with the factory system, mining, and finance increasing in importance. Immigration from Europe and the eastern states led to the rapid growth of the West, based on farming, ranching, and mining. Labor unions became important in the very rapidly growing industrial cities. Two major nationwide depressions—the Panic of 1873[image: External link] and the Panic of 1893[image: External link]—interrupted growth and caused social and political upheavals. The South after the Civil War remained economically devastated; its economy became increasingly tied to cotton and tobacco production, which suffered from low prices. With the end of the Reconstruction era[image: External link] in 1877, African-American[image: External link] people in the South were stripped of political power and voting rights and were left economically disadvantaged.

The political landscape was notable in that despite some corruption, turnout was very high and national elections saw two evenly matched parties. The dominant issues were cultural (especially regarding prohibition[image: External link], education and ethnic or racial groups), and economic (tariffs and money supply). With the rapid growth of cities, political machines increasingly took control of urban politics. In business, massive, powerful, and wealthy trusts[image: External link] formed. Unions crusaded for the 8-hour working day[image: External link] and the abolition of child labor[image: External link]; middle class reformers demanded civil service reform, prohibition, and women's suffrage[image: External link]. Local governments across the North and West built public schools chiefly at the elementary level; public high schools started to emerge. The numerous religious denominations were growing in membership and wealth, the Catholics moving to the largest totals. They all expanded their missionary activity to the world arena. Catholics and Lutherans set up parochial schools and the larger denominations set up numerous colleges, hospitals and charities. Many of the problems faced by society, especially the poor, during the Gilded Age gave rise to attempted reforms in the subsequent Progressive Era[image: External link].
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 The name and the era




The term "Gilded age" for the period of economic boom after the American Civil War[image: External link] up to the turn of the century was applied to the era by historians in the 1920s, who took the term from one of Mark Twain[image: External link]'s lesser known novels, The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today[image: External link] (1873). The book (co-written with Charles Dudley Warner[image: External link]) satirized the promised 'golden age[image: External link]' after the Civil War, portrayed as an era of serious social problems masked by a thin gold gilding[image: External link] of economic expansion.[3] In the 1920s and 30s "Gilded Age" became a designated period[image: External link] in American history. The term was adopted by literary and cultural critics as well as historians, including Van Wyck Brooks[image: External link], Lewis Mumford[image: External link], Charles Austin Beard[image: External link], Mary Ritter Beard[image: External link], Vernon Louis Parrington[image: External link] and Matthew Josephson[image: External link]. For them, "Gilded Age" was a pejorative term used to describe a time of materialistic excesses combined with extreme poverty.[4][5]

The early half of the Gilded Age roughly coincided with the middle portion of the Victorian era[image: External link] in Britain and the Belle Époque[image: External link] in France. With respect to eras of American history, historical views vary as to when the Gilded Age began, ranging from starting right after the American Civil War[image: External link] (ended, 1865), or 1873, or as the Reconstruction Era[image: External link] ended in 1877.[1] The point noted as the end of the Gilded Age also varies. It is generally given as the beginning of the Progressive Era[image: External link] in the 1890s (sometimes the United States presidential election of 1896[image: External link])[6][7][8][9][10][11] but also falls in a range that includes the Spanish–American War[image: External link] in 1898, Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] election in 1901, and even the U.S. entry into World War I[image: External link] (1917).[1]
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 Industrial and technological advances




Main articles: Second Industrial Revolution[image: External link], Rail transportation in the United States[image: External link], and Economic history of the United States[image: External link]
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 Technical advances




The Gilded Age was a period of economic growth as the United States jumped to the lead in industrialization[image: External link] ahead of Britain. The nation was rapidly expanding its economy into new areas, especially heavy industry[image: External link] like factories, railroads[image: External link], and coal mining[image: External link]. In 1869, the First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link] opened up the far-west mining and ranching regions. Travel from New York to San Francisco now took six days instead of six months.[12] Railroad track mileage tripled between 1860 and 1880, and then doubled again by 1920. The new track linked formerly isolated areas with larger markets and allowed for the rise of commercial farming, ranching, and mining, creating a truly national marketplace. American steel production rose to surpass the combined totals of Britain, Germany, and France.[13]

London and Paris poured investment money into the railroads through the American financial market centered in Wall Street[image: External link]. By 1900, the process of economic concentration had extended into most branches of industry—a few large corporations, called " trusts[image: External link]", dominated in steel, oil, sugar, meat, and farm machinery. Through vertical integration[image: External link] these trusts were able to control each aspect of the production of a specific good, ensuring that the profits made on the finished product were maximized and prices minimized, and by controlling access to the raw materials, prevented other companies from being able to compete in the marketplace.[14] Several monopolies --most famously Standard Oil--came to dominate their markets by keeping prices low when competitors appeared; they grew at a rate four times faster than that of the competitive sectors.[15]

Increased mechanization of industry is a major mark of the Gilded Age's search for cheaper ways to create more product. Frederick Winslow Taylor[image: External link] observed that worker efficiency in steel could be improved through the use of very close observations with a stop watch to eliminate wasted effort. Mechanization made some factories an assemblage of unskilled laborers performing simple and repetitive tasks under the direction of skilled foremen and engineers. Machine shops[image: External link] grew rapidly, and they comprised highly skilled workers and engineers. Both the number of unskilled and skilled workers increased, as their wage rates grew.[16]

Engineering colleges[image: External link] were established to feed the enormous demand for expertise. Railroads invented modern management, with clear chains of command, statistical reporting, and complex bureaucratic systems.[17] They systematized the roles of middle managers[image: External link] and set up explicit career tracks. They hired young men ages 18–21 and promoted them internally until a man reached the status of locomotive engineer, conductor or station agent at age 40 or so. Career tracks were invented for skilled blue-collar jobs and for white-collar managers, starting in railroads and expanding into finance, manufacturing, and trade. Together with rapid growth of small business, a new middle class was rapidly growing, especially in northern cities.[18]

The United States became a world leader in applied technology. From 1860 to 1890, 500,000 patents were issued for new inventions—over ten times the number issued in the previous seventy years. George Westinghouse[image: External link] invented air brakes[image: External link] for trains (making them both safer and faster). Theodore Vail[image: External link] established the American Telephone & Telegraph Company[image: External link] and built a great communications network.[19] Thomas Edison[image: External link], in addition to inventing hundreds of devices, established the first electrical lighting utility, basing it on direct current[image: External link] and an efficient incandescent lamp[image: External link]. Electric power delivery spread rapidly across Gilded Age cities. The streets were lighted at night, and electric streetcars allowed for faster commuting to work and easier shopping.[20]

Petroleum launched a new industry beginning with the Pennsylvania oil fields in the 1860s. The U.S. dominated the global industry into the 1950s. Kerosene[image: External link] replaced whale oil[image: External link] and candles for lighting homes. John D. Rockefeller[image: External link] founded Standard Oil Company[image: External link] and monopolized the oil industry, which mostly produced kerosene before the automobile created a demand for gasoline in the 20th century.[21]
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 Railroads




According to historian Henry Adams[image: External link] the system of railroads needed:


	the energies of a generation, for it required all the new machinery to be created--capital, banks, mines, furnaces, shops, power-houses, technical knowledge, mechanical population, together with a steady remodelling of social and political habits, ideas, and institutions to fit the new scale and suit the new conditions. The generation between 1865 and 1895 was already mortgaged to the railways, and no one knew it better than the generation itself.[22]




The impact can be examined through five aspects: shipping, finance, management, careers, and popular reaction.
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 Shipping freight and passengers




First they provided a highly efficient network for shipping freight and passengers across a large national market. The result was a transforming impact on most sectors of the economy including manufacturing, retail and wholesale, agriculture, and finance. The United States now had an integrated national market practically the size of Europe, with no internal barriers or tariffs, all supported by a common language, and financial system and a common legal system.[23]
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 Basis of the private financial system




Railroads financing provided the basis for a dramatic expansion of the private (non-governmental) financial system. Construction of railroads was far more expensive than factories. In 1860, the combined total of railroad stocks and bonds was $1.8 billion; 1897 it reached $10.6 billion (compared to a total national debt of $1.2 billion).[24] Funding came from financiers throughout the Northeast, and from Europe, especially Britain.[25] About 10 percent of the funding came from the government, especially in the form of land grants that could be realized when a certain amount of trackage was opened.[26] The emerging American financial system was based on railroad bonds. New York by 1860 was the dominant financial market. The British invested heavily in railroads around the world, but nowhere more so than the United States; The total came to about $3 billion by 1914. In 1914–1917, they liquidated their American assets to pay for war supplies.[27][28]
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 Inventing modern management




Railroad management designed complex systems that could handle far more complicated simultaneous relationships than could be dreamed of by the local factory owner who could patrol every part of his own factory in a matter of hours. Civil engineers became the senior management of railroads. The leading innovators were the Western Railroad of Massachusetts and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in the 1840s, the Erie in the 1850s and the Pennsylvania in the 1860s.[29]
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 Career paths




The railroads invented the career path in the private sector for both blue-collar workers and white-collar workers. Railroading became a lifetime career for young men; women were almost never hired. A typical career path would see a young man hired at age 18 as a shop laborer, be promoted to skilled mechanic at age 24, brakemen at 25, freight conductor at 27, and passenger conductor at age 57. White-collar careers paths likewise were delineated. Educated young men started in clerical or statistical work and moved up to station agents or bureaucrats at the divisional or central headquarters.[30]

At each level they had more and more knowledge experience and human capital[image: External link]. They were very hard to replace, and were virtually guaranteed permanent jobs and provided with insurance and medical care. Hiring, firing, and wage rates were set not by foreman, but by central administrators, in order to minimize favoritism and personality conflicts. Everything was done by the book, whereby an increasingly complex set of rules dictated to everyone exactly what should be done in every circumstance, and exactly what their rank and pay would be. By the 1880s the career railroaders were retiring, and pension systems were invented for them.[30]
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 Love-hate relationship with the railroads




America developed a love-hate relationship with railroads. Boosters[image: External link] in every city worked feverishly to make sure the railroad came through, knowing their urban dreams depended upon it. The mechanical size, scope, and efficiency of the railroads made a profound impression; people dressed in their Sunday best to go down to the terminal to watch the train come in. Travel became much easier, cheaper, and more common. Shoppers from small towns could make day trips to big city stores. Hotels, resorts, and tourist attractions were built to accommodate the demand. The realization that anyone could buy a ticket for a thousand-mile trip was empowering. Historians Gary Cross and Rick Szostak argue:


	with the freedom to travel came a greater sense of national identity and a reduction in regional cultural diversity. Farm children could more easily acquaint themselves with the big city, and easterners could readily visit the West. It is hard to imagine a United States of continental proportions without the railroad.[31]




The engineers became model citizens, bringing their can-do spirit and their systematic work effort to all phases of the economy as well as local and national government.[32] By 1910, major cities were building magnificent palatial railroad stations, such as the Pennsylvania Station in New York City[image: External link], and the Union Station in Washington DC[image: External link].[33]

But there was also a dark side.[34] By the 1870s, railroads were vilified by Western farmers who absorbed the Granger movement theme that monopolistic carriers controlled too much pricing power, and that the state legislatures had to impose maximum prices. Local merchants and shippers supported the demand and got some "Granger Laws[image: External link]" passed.[35] Anti-railroad complaints were loudly repeated in late 19th century political rhetoric.[36]

The most hated railroad man in the country was Collis P. Huntington[image: External link] (1821–1900), the president of the Southern Pacific Railroad[image: External link] who dominated California's economy and politics. One textbook argues: "Huntington came to symbolize the greed and corruption of late-nineteenth-century business. Business rivals and political reformers accused him of every conceivable evil. Journalists and cartoonists made their reputations by pillorying him.... Historians have cast Huntington as the state's most despicable villain."[37] However Huntington defended himself: "The motives back of my actions have been honest ones and the results have redounded far more to the benefit of California than they have to my own."[38]
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 Economic growth




Main articles: Economic history of the United States § Late 19th century[image: External link], and Robber baron (industrialist)[image: External link]


During the 1870s and 1880s, the U.S. economy rose at the fastest rate in its history, with real wages, wealth, GDP, and capital formation[image: External link] all increasing rapidly.[39] For example, between 1865 and 1898, the output of wheat increased by 256%, corn by 222%, coal by 800% and miles of railway track by 567%.[40] Thick national networks for transportation and communication were created. The corporation[image: External link] became the dominant form of business organization, and a scientific management[image: External link] revolution transformed business operations.[41][42]

By the beginning of the 20th century, gross domestic product and industrial production in the United States led the world. Kennedy reports that "U.S. national income, in absolute figures in per capita, was so far above everybody else's by 1914." Per capita income in the United States was $377 in 1914 compared to Britain in second place at $244, Germany at $184, France at $153, and Italy at $108, while Russia and Japan trailed far behind at $41 and $36.[41][43]

Europe, especially Britain, remained the financial center of the world until 1914, yet the United States' growth caused foreigners to ask, as British author W. T. Stead[image: External link] wrote in 1901, "What is the secret of American success?"[44] The businessmen of the Second Industrial Revolution[image: External link] created industrial towns and cities in the Northeast[image: External link] with new factories, and hired an ethnically diverse industrial working class, many of them new immigrants from Europe.

Wealthy industrialists and financiers such as John D. Rockefeller[image: External link], Jay Gould[image: External link], Henry Clay Frick[image: External link], Andrew W. Mellon[image: External link], Andrew Carnegie[image: External link], Henry Flagler[image: External link], Henry H. Rogers[image: External link], J. P. Morgan[image: External link], Leland Stanford[image: External link], Meyer Guggenheim[image: External link], Jacob Schiff[image: External link], Charles Crocker[image: External link], Cornelius Vanderbilt[image: External link] would sometimes be labeled "robber barons[image: External link]" by their critics, who argue their fortunes were made at the expense of the working class[image: External link], by chickanery and a betrayal of democracy.[45][46] Their admirers argued that they were "Captains of industry" who built the core America industrial economy and also the non-profit sector through acts of philanthropy[image: External link].[47] For instance, Andrew Carnegie donated over 90% of his wealth and said that philanthropy was their duty—the "Gospel of Wealth[image: External link]". Private money endowed thousands of colleges, hospitals, museums, academies, schools, opera houses, public libraries, and charities.[48] John D. Rockefeller[image: External link] donated over $500 million to various charities, slightly over half his entire net worth. Nevertheless, many business leaders were influenced by Herbert Spencer's[image: External link] theory of Social Darwinism[image: External link], which justified laissez-faire[image: External link] capitalism, ruthless competition and social stratification[image: External link].[49][50]

This emerging industrial economy quickly expanded to meet the new market demands. From 1869 to 1879, the U.S. economy grew at a rate of 6.8% for NNP (GDP minus capital depreciation) and 4.5% for NNP per capita. The economy repeated this period of growth in the 1880s, in which the wealth of the nation grew at an annual rate of 3.8%, while the GDP was also doubled.[51] Economist Milton Friedman states that for the 1880s, "The highest decadal rate [of growth of real reproducible, tangible wealth per head from 1805 to 1950] for periods of about ten years was apparently reached in the eighties with approximately 3.8 percent."[52]
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 Wages




The rapid expansion of industrialization[image: External link] led to real wage growth of 60% between 1860 and 1890, spread across the ever-increasing labor force.[53] Real wages (adjusting for inflation) rose steadily, with the exact percentage increase depending on the dates and the specific work force. The Census Bureau reported in 1892 that the average annual wage per industrial worker (including men, women, and children) rose from $380 in 1880 to $564 in 1890, a gain of 48%.[54] Economic historian Clarence D. Long estimates that (in terms of constant 1914 dollars), the average annual incomes of all American non-farm employees rose from $375 in 1870 to $395 in 1880, $519 in 1890 and $573 in 1900, a gain of 53% in 30 years.[55]

Australian historian Peter Shergold[image: External link] found that the standard of living for industrial workers was higher than in Europe. He compared wages and the standard of living in Pittsburgh with Birmingham, England, one of the richest industrial cities of Europe. After taking account of the cost of living (which was 65% higher in the U.S.), he found the standard of living of unskilled workers was about the same in the two cities, while skilled workers in Pittsburgh had about 50% to 100% higher standard of living as those in Birmingham, England. According to Shergold the American advantage grew over time from 1890 to 1914, and the perceived higher American wage led to a heavy steady flow of skilled workers from Britain to industrial America.[56] According to historian Steve Fraser, workers generally earned less than $800 a year, which kept them mired in poverty[image: External link]. Workers had to put in roughly 60 hours a week to earn this much.[57]

Wage labor[image: External link] was widely condemned as 'wage slavery'[image: External link] in the working class[image: External link] press, and labor leaders almost always used the phrase in their speeches.[58] As the shift towards wage labor gained momentum, working class organizations became more militant in their efforts to "strike down the whole system of wages for labor."[58] In 1886, economist and New York Mayoral candidate Henry George[image: External link], author of Progress and Poverty[image: External link], stated "Chattel slavery is dead, but industrial slavery remains."[58]
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 Inequality of income




The unequal distribution of wealth remained high during this period. From 1860 to 1900, the wealthiest 2% of American households owned more than a third of the nation's wealth, while the top 10% owned roughly three fourths of it.[59] The bottom 40% had no wealth at all.[57] In terms of property, the wealthiest 1% owned 51%, while the bottom 44% claimed 1.1%.[57] Historian Howard Zinn[image: External link] argues that this disparity along with precarious working and living conditions for the working classes prompted the rise of populist[image: External link], anarchist[image: External link], and socialist[image: External link] movements.[60][61] French economist Thomas Piketty[image: External link] notes that economists during this time, such as Willford I. King[image: External link], were concerned that the United States was becoming increasingly in-egalitarian to the point of becoming like old Europe, and "further and further away from its original pioneering ideal."[62]

There was a significant human cost attached to this period of economic growth,[63] as American industry had the highest rate of accidents in the world.[64] In 1889, railroads employed 704,000 men, of whom 20,000 were injured and 1,972 were killed on the job.[65] The U.S. was also the only industrial power to have no workman's compensation program in place to support injured workers.[64]
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 Rise of labor unions




Main article: Labor history of the United States[image: External link]


Craft-oriented[image: External link] labor unions, such as carpenters, printers, shoemakers and cigar makers, grew steadily in the industrial cities after 1870. These unions used frequent short strikes as a method to attain control over the labor market, and fight off competing unions.[66] They generally blocked women, blacks and Chinese from union membership, but welcomed most European immigrants.[67]

The railroads had their own separate unions.[68] An especially large episode of unrest (estimated at eighty thousand railroad workers and several hundred thousand other Americans, both employed and unemployed) broke out during the economic depression of the 1870s[image: External link] and became known as the Great Railroad Strike of 1877[image: External link], which was, according to historian Jack Beatty[image: External link], "the largest strike anywhere in the world in the 19th century."[69] This strike did not involve labor unions, but rather uncoordinated outbursts in numerous cities. The strike and associated riots lasted 45 days and resulted in the deaths of several hundred participants (no police or soldiers were killed), several hundred more injuries, and millions in damages to railroad property.[70][71] The unrest was deemed severe enough by the government that President Rutherford B. Hayes[image: External link] intervened with federal troops.

Starting in the mid-1880s a new group, the Knights of Labor[image: External link], grew rapidly. Too rapidly, for it spun out of control and failed to handle the Great Southwest Railroad Strike of 1886[image: External link]. The Knights avoided violence, but their reputation collapsed in the wake of the Haymarket Square Riot in Chicago in 1886[image: External link], when anarchists allegedly bombed the policemen dispersing a meeting.[72] Police then randomly fired into the crowd, killing and wounding a number of people, including other police, and arbitrarily rounded up anarchists, including leaders of the movement. Seven anarchists went on trial; four were hanged even though no evidence directly linked them to the bombing.[73] One had in his possession a Knights of Labor membership card.[73] At its peak, the Knights claimed 700,000 members. By 1890, membership had plummeted to fewer than 100,000, then faded away.[74]

Strikes organized by labor unions became routine events by the 1880s as the gap between the rich and the poor widened.[75] There were 37,000 strikes between 1881 and 1905. By far the largest number were in the building trades, followed far behind by coal miners. The main goal was control of working conditions and settling which rival union was in control. Most were of very short duration. In times of depression strikes were more violent but less successful, because the company was losing money anyway. They were successful in times of prosperity when the company was losing profits and wanted to settle quickly.[76]

The largest and most dramatic strike was the 1894 Pullman Strike[image: External link], a coordinated effort to shut down the national railroad system. The strike was led by the upstart American Railway Union[image: External link] led by Eugene V. Debs[image: External link] and was not supported by the established brotherhoods. The union defied federal court orders to stop blocking the mail trains, so President Cleveland used the U.S. Army to get the trains moving again. The ARU vanished and the traditional railroad brotherhoods survived, but avoided strikes.[77]

The new American Federation of Labor[image: External link], headed by Samuel Gompers[image: External link], found the solution. The AFL was a coalition of unions, each based on strong local chapters; the AFL coordinated their work in cities and prevented jurisdictional battles. Gompers repudiated socialism and abandoned the violent nature of the earlier unions. The AFL worked to control the local labor market, thereby empowering its locals to obtain higher wages and more control over hiring. As a result, the AFL unions spread to most cities, reaching a peak membership in 1919.[78]

Severe economic recessions—called "panics"—struck the nation in the Panic of 1873[image: External link] and the Panic of 1893[image: External link]. They lasted several years, with high urban unemployment, low incomes for farmers, low profits for business, slow overall growth, and reduced immigration. They generated political unrest.[79]
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 Politics




Main article: Third Party System[image: External link]


Gilded Age politics, called the Third Party System[image: External link], featured intense competition between two major parties, with minor parties coming and going, especially on issues of concern to prohibitionists, to labor unions and to farmers. The Democrats[image: External link] and Republicans[image: External link] (also called the Grand Old Party, GOP) fought over control of offices, which were the rewards for party activists, as well as over major economic issues. Very high voter turnout often exceeded 80% or even 90% in some states as the parties drilled their loyal members much as an army drills its soldiers.[80]

Competition was intense and elections were very close. In the southern states, lingering resentment over the Civil War remained and meant that much of the South would vote Democrat. After the end of Reconstruction in 1877, competition in the South took place mainly inside the Democratic Party. Nationwide, turnout fell sharply after 1900.[81]
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 Metropolitan area politics




The major metropolitan centers underwent rapid population growth and as a result had many lucrative contracts and jobs to award. To take advantage of the new economic opportunity, both parties built so-called "political machines" to manage elections, to reward supporters and to pay off potential opponents. Financed by the "spoils system[image: External link]", the winning party distributed most local, state and national government jobs, and many government contracts, to its loyal supporters.[82]

Large cities became dominated by political machines[image: External link] in which constituents supported a candidate in exchange for anticipated patronage[image: External link]. These votes would be repaid with favors back from the government once the appropriate candidate was elected; and very often candidates were selected based on their willingness to play along with the spoils system. Perhaps the largest example of a political machine from this time period is Tammany Hall[image: External link] in New York City, led by Boss Tweed[image: External link].[82]

Political corruption was rampant, as business leaders spent significant amounts of money ensuring that government did not regulate the activities of big business[image: External link] - and they more often than not got what they wanted. Such corruption was so commonplace that in 1868 the New York state legislature legalized such bribery.[83] Historian Howard Zinn argues that the U.S. government was acting exactly as Karl Marx[image: External link] described capitalist states: "pretending neutrality to maintain order, but serving the interests of the rich".[84]
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 National politics




Further information: History of conservatism in the United States § The Gilded Age[image: External link]


Major scandal reached into Congress with the Crédit Mobilier of America scandal[image: External link] of 1872, and disgraced the White House[image: External link] during the Grant[image: External link] Administration (1869–1877). This corruption divided the Republican party into two different factions: the Stalwarts[image: External link] led by Roscoe Conkling[image: External link] and the Half-Breeds[image: External link] led by James G. Blaine[image: External link]. There was a sense that government-enabled political machines intervened in the economy and that the resulting favoritism, bribery, inefficiency, waste, and corruption were having negative consequences. Accordingly, there were widespread calls for reform, such as Civil Service Reform[image: External link] led by the Bourbon Democrats[image: External link] and Republican Mugwumps[image: External link].[85] In 1884, their support elected Democrat Grover Cleveland[image: External link] to the White House, and in doing so gave the Democrats their first national victory since 1856.[86]

The Bourbon Democrats supported a free-market[image: External link] policy, with low tariffs, low taxes, less spending and, in general, a laissez-faire[image: External link] (hands-off) government. They argued that tariffs made most goods more expensive for the consumer and subsidized "the trusts" (monopolies). They also denounced imperialism[image: External link] and overseas expansion.[87] By contrast, Republicans insisted that national prosperity depended on industry that paid high wages, and warned that lowering the tariff would bring disaster because goods from low-wage European factories would flood American markets.[88]

Presidential elections between the two major parties were so closely contested that a slight nudge could tip the election in the advantage of either party, and Congress was marked by political stalemate. With support from Union veterans[image: External link], businessmen[image: External link], professionals, craftsmen, and larger farmers, the Republicans consistently carried the North in presidential elections.[89] The Democrats, often led by Irish Catholics[image: External link], had a base among Catholics, poorer farmers, and traditional party-members.

Some sources consider that America in the Gilded Age was led by a string of relatively weak presidents collectively referred to as the "forgettable presidents" ( Johnson[image: External link], Grant[image: External link], Hayes[image: External link], Garfield[image: External link], Arthur[image: External link] and Harrison[image: External link], with the possible exception of Cleveland[image: External link])[90] who served in the White House during this period.[91] "What little political vitality existed in Gilded Age America was to be found in local settings or in Congress, which overshadowed the White House for most of this period."[91][92]

Overall, Republican and Democratic political platforms remained remarkably constant during the years before 1900. Republicans generally favored inflationary, protectionist policies, while Democrats favored hard-money[image: External link], free trade[image: External link], and other laissez-faire policies.
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 Ethnocultural politics: pietistic Republicans versus liturgical Democrats






	
Voting behavior by religion, Northern US, late 19th century[93]




	 
	% Dem
	% GOP



	Immigrant Groups
	 
	 



	Irish Catholics
	80
	20



	All Catholics
	70
	30



	Confessional German Lutherans
	65
	35



	German Reformed
	60
	40



	French Canadian Catholics
	50
	50



	Less Confessional German Lutherans
	45
	55



	English Canadians
	40
	60



	British Stock
	35
	65



	German Sectarians
	30
	70



	Norwegian Lutherans
	20
	80



	Swedish Lutherans
	15
	85



	Haugean Norwegians
	5
	95



	Natives: Northern Stock
	
	



	Quakers
	5
	95



	Free Will Baptists
	20
	80



	Congregational
	25
	75



	Methodists
	25
	75



	Regular Baptists
	35
	65



	Blacks
	40
	60



	Presbyterians
	40
	60



	Episcopalians
	45
	55



	
Natives: Southern Stock (living in North)
	
	



	Disciples
	50
	50



	Presbyterians
	70
	30



	Baptists
	75
	25



	Methodists
	90
	10




From 1860 to the early 20th century, the Republicans took advantage of the association of the Democrats with "Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion[image: External link]". "Rum" stood for the liquor interests and the tavernkeepers, in contrast to the GOP, which had a strong dry element[image: External link]. "Romanism" meant Roman Catholics, especially Irish Americans[image: External link], who ran the Democratic Party in most cities, and whom the reformers denounced for political corruption and their separate parochial-school[image: External link] system. "Rebellion" harked back to the Democrats of the Confederacy, who had tried to break the Union in 1861, as well as to their northern allies, called " Copperheads[image: External link]."[94]

Demographic trends boosted the Democratic totals, as the German and Irish Catholic immigrants became Democrats and outnumbered the English and Scandinavian Republicans. The new immigrants who arrived after 1890 seldom voted at this time. During the 1880s and 1890s, the Republicans struggled against the Democrats' efforts, winning several close elections and losing two to Grover Cleveland (in 1884[image: External link] and 1892[image: External link]).

Religious lines were sharply drawn.[93] In the North, about 50% of the voters were pietistic Protestants (especially Methodists, Scandinavian Lutherans, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Disciples of Christ) who believed in using the government to reduce social sins, such as drinking. They strongly supported the GOP, as the table shows. In sharp contrast, liturgical groups, especially the Catholics, Episcopalians, and German Lutherans, voted for the Democrats. They saw the Democratic party as their best protection from the moralism of the pietists, and especially from the threat of prohibition. Both parties cut across the class structure, with the Democrats more bottom-heavy and the GOP better represented among businessmen and professionals in the North.[95]

Many cultural issues, especially prohibition and foreign-language schools, became hard-fought political issues because of the deep religious divisions in the electorate. For example, in Wisconsin the Republicans tried to close down German-language Catholic and Lutheran parochial schools, and were defeated in 1890 when the Bennett Law[image: External link] was put to the test.[96]

Prohibition debates and referendums heated up politics in most states over a period of decades, as national prohibition was finally passed in 1919 (and repealed in 1933), serving as a major issue between the wet Democrats and the dry GOP.[97]
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 Immigration




Main article: History of immigration to the United States[image: External link]


Prior to the Gilded Age, the time commonly referred to as the old immigration[image: External link] saw the first real boom of new arrivals to the United States. During the Gilded Age, approximately 20 million immigrants came to the United States in what is known as the new immigration[image: External link]. Some of them were prosperous farmers who had the cash to buy land and tools in the Plains states especially. Many were poor peasants looking for the American Dream[image: External link] in unskilled manual labor in mills, mines, and factories. Few immigrants went to the poverty-stricken South, though. To accommodate the heavy influx, the federal government in 1892 opened a reception center at Ellis Island[image: External link] near the Statue of Liberty[image: External link].[98]
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 Waves of old and new immigrants




These immigrants consisted of two groups: The last big waves of the "Old Immigration" from Germany, Britain, Ireland, and Scandinavia, and the rising waves of the "New Immigration", which peaked about 1910. Some men moved back and forth across the Atlantic, but most were permanent settlers. They moved into well-established communities, both urban and rural. The German American[image: External link] communities spoke German, but their younger generation was bilingual.[99] The Scandinavian groups generally assimilated quickly; they were noted for their support of reform programs, such as prohibition.[100]

In terms of immigration, after 1880 the old immigration of Germans, British, Irish, and Scandinavians slackened off. The United States was producing large numbers of new unskilled jobs every year, and to fill them came number from Italy, Poland, Austria, Hungary, Russia, Greece, and other points in southern and central Europe, as well as French Canada. The older immigrants by the 1870s had formed highly stable communities, especially the German Americans[image: External link].[101] The British immigrants tended to blend into the general population.[102]

Irish Catholics[image: External link] had arrived in large numbers in the 1840s and 1850s in the wake of the great famine in Ireland[image: External link] when starvation killed millions. Their first few decades were characterized by extreme poverty, social dislocation, crime and violence in their slums. By the late 19th century, the Irish communities had largely stabilized, with a strong new "lace curtain " middle-class of local businessmen, professionals, and political leaders typified by P. J. Kennedy[image: External link] (1858–1929) in Boston. In economic terms, Irish Catholics were nearly at the bottom in the 1850s. They reached the national average by 1900, and by the late 20th century they far surpassed the national average.[103]

In political terms, the Irish Catholics comprised a major element in the leadership of the urban Democratic machines across the country.[104] Although they were only a third of the total Catholic population, the Irish also dominated the Catholic Church, producing most of the bishops, college presidents, and leaders of charitable organizations.[105] The network of Catholic institutions provided high status, but low-paying lifetime careers to sisters and nuns[image: External link] in parochial schools, hospitals, orphanages and convents. They were part of an international Catholic network, with considerable movement back and forth from Ireland, England, France, Germany and Canada.[106]
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 New immigrants




The "New Immigration" were much poorer peasants and rural folk from southern and eastern Europe, including mostly Italians, Poles and Jews. Some men, especially the Italians and Greeks, saw themselves as temporary migrants who planned to return to their home villages with a nest egg of cash earned in long hours of unskilled labor. Others, especially the Jews, had been driven out of Eastern Europe and had no intention of returning.[107]

Historians analyze the causes of immigration in terms of push factors (pushing people out of the homeland) and pull factors (pulling them to America). The push factors included economic dislocation, shortages of land, and antisemitism. Pull factors were the economic opportunity of good inexpensive farmland or jobs in factories, mills and mines.[108]

The first generation typically lived in ethnic enclaves with a common language, food, religion, and connections through the old village. The sheer numbers caused overcrowding in tenements in the larger cities. In the small mill towns, however, management usually built company housing with cheap rents.[109]
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 Chinese immigrants




Asian immigrants—Chinese at this time—were hired by California construction companies for temporary railroad work. The European Americans strongly disliked the Chinese for their alien life-styles and threat of low wages. The construction of the Central Pacific Railroad[image: External link] from California to Utah was handled largely by Chinese laborers. In the 1870 census, there were 63,000 Chinese men (with a few women) in the entire U.S.; this number grew to 106,000 in 1880.[110] Labor unions, led by Samuel Gompers[image: External link] strongly opposed the presence of Chinese labor. Immigrants from China were not allowed to become citizens until 1950; however, as a result of the Supreme Court decision in United States v. Wong Kim Ark[image: External link], their children born in the U.S. were full citizens.[111]

Congress banned further Chinese immigration through the Chinese Exclusion Act[image: External link] in 1882; the act prohibited Chinese laborers from entering the United States, but some students and businessmen were allowed in on a temporary basis. The Chinese population declined to only 37,000 in 1940. Although many returned to China (a greater proportion than most other immigrant groups), most of them stayed in the United States. Chinese people were unwelcome in urban neighborhoods, so they resettled in the " Chinatown[image: External link]" districts of large cities. The exclusion policy lasted until the 1940s.[112]
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 Rural life




Main article: History of agriculture in the United States § Railroad Age: 1860-1910[image: External link]


A dramatic expansion in farming took place during the Gilded Age,[113][114] with the number of farms tripling from 2.0 million in 1860 to 6.0 million in 1905. The number of people living on farms grew from about 10 million in 1860 to 22 million in 1880 to 31 million in 1905. The value of farms soared from $8.0 billion in 1860 to $30 billion in 1906.[115]

The federal government issued 160-acre (65  ha[image: External link]) tracts virtually free to settlers under the Homestead Act[image: External link] of 1862. Even larger numbers purchased lands at very low interest from the new railroads, which were trying to create markets. The railroads advertised heavily in Europe and brought over, at low fares, hundreds of thousands of farmers from Germany, Scandinavia and Britain.[116]

Despite their remarkable progress and general prosperity, 19th-century U.S. farmers experienced recurring cycles of hardship, caused primarily by falling world prices for cotton and wheat.[117]

Along with the mechanical improvements which greatly increased yield per unit area, the amount of land under cultivation grew rapidly throughout the second half of the century, as the railroads opened up new areas of the West for settlement. The wheat farmers enjoyed abundant output and good years from 1876 to 1881 when bad European harvests kept the world price high. They then suffered from a slump in the 1880s when conditions in Europe improved. The farther west the settlers went, the more dependent they became on the monopolistic railroads to move their goods to market, and the more inclined they were to protest, as in the Populist movement of the 1890s. Wheat farmers blamed local grain elevator[image: External link] owners (who purchased their crop), railroads and eastern bankers for the low prices.[118][119]

The first organized effort to address general agricultural problems was the Grange movement[image: External link]. Launched in 1867, by employees of the U.S. Department of Agriculture[image: External link], the Granges focused initially on social activities to counter the isolation most farm families experienced. Women's participation was actively encouraged. Spurred by the Panic of 1873, the Grange soon grew to 20,000 chapters and 1.5 million members. The Granges set up their own marketing systems, stores, processing plants, factories and cooperatives[image: External link]. Most went bankrupt. The movement also enjoyed some political success during the 1870s. A few Midwestern states passed "Granger Laws[image: External link]", limiting railroad and warehouse fees.[120]
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 Urban life




American society experienced significant changes in the period following the Civil War, most notably the rapid urbanization of the North.[121] Due to the increasing demand for unskilled workers, most European immigrants went to mill towns, mining camps, and industrial cities. New York, Philadelphia, and especially Chicago saw rapid growth. Louis Sullivan[image: External link] became a noted architect using steel frames to construct skyscrapers for the first time while pioneering the idea of "form follows function[image: External link]". Chicago became the center of the skyscraper[image: External link] craze, starting with the ten-story Home Insurance Building[image: External link] in 1884–1885 by William Le Baron Jenney[image: External link].[122]

Expansion required a better transportation system than horse-drawn street cars. Electric trolleys and street railways were the rage in the 1880s, followed by elevated railways and subways in the largest cities.[123] Most factory workers, however, lived in nearby tenements and walked to work. As immigration increased in cities, poverty rose as well. The poorest crowded into low-cost housing such as the Five Points[image: External link] and Hell's Kitchen[image: External link] neighborhoods in Manhattan. These areas were quickly overridden with notorious criminal gangs such as the Five Points Gang[image: External link] and the Bowery Boys[image: External link].[124] The living conditions were as such that the death rates in these crowded urban tenements[image: External link] vastly exceeded those in the countryside.[64]
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Main articles: History of the Southern United States[image: External link] and African-American Civil Rights Movement (1865–95)[image: External link]


The South remained heavily rural and was much poorer than the North or West.[126] In the South, Reconstruction brought major changes in agricultural practices. The most significant of these was sharecropping[image: External link], where tenant farmers "shared" up to half of their crop with the landowners, in exchange for seed and essential supplies. About 80% of the Black farmers and 40% of White ones lived under this system after the Civil War. Most sharecroppers were locked in a cycle of debt, from which the only hope of escape was increased planting. This led to the over-production of cotton and tobacco (and thus to declining prices and income), soil exhaustion, and poverty among both landowners and tenants.[127]

Agriculture's Share of the Labor Force, 1890[128]
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	South Central
	67%



	West
	29%




There were only a few scattered cities - small courthouse towns serviced the farm population. Local politics revolved around the politicians and lawyers based at the courthouse. Mill towns, narrowly focused on textile production or cigarette manufacture, began opening in the Piedmont region[image: External link] especially in the Carolinas. Racial segregation and outward signs of inequality were everywhere, and rarely were challenged. Blacks who violated the color line were liable to expulsion or lynching.[129] Cotton became even more important than before, as poor whites needed the cash that cotton would bring. Cotton prices were much lower than before the war, so everyone was poor. White southerners showed a reluctance to move north, or to move to cities, so the number of small farms proliferated, and they became smaller as the population grew.[127]

Many of the White farmers, and most of the Blacks, were tenant farmers[image: External link] who owned their work animals and tools, and rented the land. Others were day laborers or very poor sharecroppers[image: External link], who worked under the supervision of the landowner. There was little cash in circulation, because most farmers operated on credit accounts from local merchants, and paid off their debts at cotton harvest time in the fall. Although there were small country churches everywhere, there were only a few dilapidated elementary schools. Apart from private academies, there were very few high schools until the 1920s. Conditions were marginally better in newer areas, especially in Texas and central Florida, with the deepest poverty in South Carolina, Mississippi, and Arkansas.[130]

The vast majority of African Americans[image: External link] lived in the South, and as the promises of emancipation and reconstruction faded, they entered the nadir of race relations.[131] Every Southern state and city passed Jim Crow[image: External link] laws that were in operation between the late 19th century and 1964, when they were abolished by Congress. They mandated de jure (legal) segregation in all public facilities, such as stores and street cars, with a supposedly "separate but equal[image: External link]" status for Blacks. In reality, this led to treatment and accommodations that were dramatically inferior to those provided for White Americans, systematizing a number of economic, educational and social disadvantages. Schools for Blacks were far fewer and poorly supported by taxpayers, although Northern philanthropies and churches kept open dozens of academies and small colleges.[132]

In the face of years of mounting violence and intimidation directed at blacks during Reconstruction, the federal government was unable to guarantee constitutional protections to freedmen and women. In the Compromise of 1877[image: External link] President Hayes withdrew Union troops from the South; " Redeemers[image: External link]" (White Democrats) acted quickly to reverse the groundbreaking advances of Reconstruction. Black political power was eliminated in the 1880s and in the 1890s new laws effectively blocked over 90% of the Blacks from voting (with some exceptions in Tennessee; blacks did vote in the border states).[133]
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 The West




Main article: American Frontier[image: External link]


In 1869, the First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link]—a combination of the Union Pacific[image: External link] from Omaha to Utah and the Central Pacific[image: External link] from Utah to California—opened up the far west mining and ranching regions. Travel from New York to San Francisco now took six days instead of six months.[134]

After the Civil War, many from the East Coast and Europe were lured west by reports from relatives and by extensive advertising campaigns promising "the Best Prairie Lands", "Low Prices", "Large Discounts For Cash", and "Better Terms Than Ever!". The new railroads provided the opportunity for migrants to go out and take a look, with special family tickets, the cost of which could be applied to land purchases offered by the railroads. Farming the plains was indeed more difficult than back east.[135]

Water management was more critical, lightning fires were more prevalent, the weather was more extreme, rainfall was less predictable. The fearful stayed home, while migrants were mainly motivated by a search improve their economic life. Farmers sought larger, cheaper and more fertile land; merchants and tradesman sought new customers and new leadership opportunities. Laborers wanted higher paying work and better conditions. With the Homestead Act providing free land to citizens and the railroads selling cheap lands to European farmers, the settlement of the Great Plains was swiftly accomplished, and the frontier had virtually ended by 1890.[136]
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Native American policy was set by the national government (the states had very little role), and after 1865 the national policy was that Native Americans either had to assimilate into the larger community or remain on reservations, where the government provided subsidies. Reservation natives were no longer allowed to roam or fight their traditional enemies. The U.S. Army was to enforce the laws. Natives of the West[image: External link] came in conflict[image: External link] with expansion by miners, ranchers and settlers. By 1880, the buffalo herds[image: External link], a foundation for the hunting economy had disappeared. Violence petered out in the 1880s and practically ceased after 1890.[137]

Native Americans individually had the choice of living on reservations, with food, supplies, education and medical care provided by the federal government, or living on their own in the larger society and earning wages, typically as a cowboy on a ranch, or manual worker in town. Reformers wanted to give as many Native Americans as possible the opportunity to own and operate their own farms and ranches, so the issue was how to give individual natives land owned by the tribe. To assimilate the natives into American society, reformers set up training programs and schools, such as the Carlisle Indian Industrial School[image: External link] in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, that produced many prominent Native American leaders. however, anti-assimilation traditionalists on the reservations resisted integration and the resulting loss of their traditional life.

In 1887, the Dawes Act[image: External link] proposed to divide tribal land and parcel out 160 acres (0.65 km²) of land to each head of family. Such allotments were to be held in trust by the government for 25 years, then given to owners with full title, so they could sell it or mortgage it. As individual natives sold their land, the total held by the native community shrank by almost half. The individualized system undermined the traditional communal tribal organization. Furthermore, a majority of natives responded to intense missionary activity by converting to Christianity. The long-term goal of Dawes Act was to integrate natives into the mainstream; the majority accepted integration and were absorbed into American society, leaving a trace of native ancestry in millions of American families. Those who refused to assimilate remained in poverty on reservations, supported until now by Federal food, medicine and schooling. In 1934, national policy was reversed again by the Indian Reorganization Act[image: External link] which tried to protect tribal and communal life on reservations.[138]
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Main article: History of agriculture in the United States § Railroad Age: 1860-1910[image: External link]


A dramatic expansion in farming took place.[113][114] The number of farms tripled from 2.0 million in 1860 to 6.0 million in 1905. The number of people living on farms grew from about 10 million in 1860 to 22 million in 1880 to 31 million in 1905. The value of farms soared from $8.0 billion in 1860 to $30 billion in 1906.[115]

The federal government issued 160-acre (65  ha[image: External link]) tracts virtually free to settlers under the Homestead Act[image: External link] of 1862. Even larger numbers purchased lands at very low interest from the new railroads, which were trying to create markets. The railroads advertised heavily in Europe and brought over, at low fares, hundreds of thousands of farmers from Germany, Scandinavia and Britain.[116]

Despite their remarkable progress and general prosperity, 19th-century U.S. farmers experienced recurring cycles of hardship, caused primarily by falling world prices for cotton and wheat, coupled with drought in the wheat regions.[117]

Along with the mechanical improvements which greatly increased yield per unit area, the total land under cultivation grew rapidly throughout the second half of the century, as the railroads opened up new areas of the West for settlement. A similar expansion of agricultural lands in other countries, such as Canada, Argentina, and Australia, created problems of oversupply and low prices in the international market, where half of American wheat was sold. The wheat farmers enjoyed abundant output and good years from 1876 to 1881 when bad European harvests kept the world price high. They then suffered from a slump in the 1880s when conditions in Europe improved. The farther west the settlers went, the more dependent they became on the monopolistic railroads to move their goods to market. Wheat farmers blamed the low prices on local grain elevator[image: External link] owners (who purchased their crop), railroads and eastern bankers.[118]

In the South, Reconstruction brought major changes in agricultural practices. The most significant of these was sharecropping[image: External link], where tenant farmers "shared" up to half of their crop with the landowners, in exchange for seed and essential supplies. About 80% of the African American farmers and 40% of its white ones lived under this system after the Civil War. Most sharecroppers were locked in a cycle of debt, from which the only hope of escape was increased planting. This led to the over-production of cotton and tobacco (and thus to declining prices and income), soil exhaustion, and poverty among both landowners and tenants.[127]

The first official organized effort to address general agricultural problems was the Grange movement[image: External link]. Launched in 1867, by employees of the U.S. Department of Agriculture[image: External link], the Granges focused initially on social activities to counter the isolation most farm families experienced. Women's participation was actively encouraged. Spurred by the Panic of 1873, the Grange soon grew to 20,000 chapters and 1.5 million members. The Granges set up their own marketing systems, stores, processing plants, factories and cooperatives[image: External link]. Most went bankrupt. The movement also enjoyed some political success during the 1870s. A few Midwestern states passed "Granger Laws[image: External link]", limiting railroad and warehouse fees.[120]
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Few single men attempted to operate a farm; farmers clearly understood the need for a hard-working wife, and numerous children, to handle the many chores, including child-rearing, feeding and clothing the family, managing the housework, and feeding the hired hands.[139] During the early years of settlement, farm women played an integral role in assuring family survival by working outdoors. After a generation or so, women increasingly left the fields, thus redefining their roles within the family. New conveniences such as sewing and washing machines encouraged women to turn to domestic roles. The scientific housekeeping movement was promoted across the land by the media and government extension agents, as well as county fairs which featured achievements in home cookery and canning, advice columns for women in the farm papers, and home economics courses in schools.[140]

Although the eastern image of farm life on the prairies emphasizes the isolation of the lonely farmer and the bleakness of farm life, in reality rural folk created a rich social life for themselves. For example, many joined a local branch of the Grange; a majority had ties to local churches. It was popular to organize activities that combined practical work, abundant food, and simple entertainment such as barn raisings[image: External link], corn huskings, and quilting bees.[141] One could keep busy with scheduled Grange meetings, church services, and school functions. Women organized shared meals and potluck events, as well as extended visits between families.[142]

Childhood on western farms is contested territory. One group of scholars argues the rural environment was salubrious because it allowed children to break loose from urban hierarchies of age and gender, promoted family interdependence, and produced children who were more self-reliant, mobile, adaptable, responsible, independent and more in touch with nature than their urban or eastern counterparts.[143][144] However other historians offer a grim portrait of loneliness, privation, abuse, and demanding physical labor from an early age.[145][146][147]
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Some well-known painters of the Gilded Age include: Winslow Homer[image: External link], Thomas Eakins[image: External link], John Singer Sargent[image: External link], Mary Cassatt[image: External link], James Abbott McNeill Whistler[image: External link], Childe Hassam[image: External link], John Henry Twachtman[image: External link] and Maurice Prendergast[image: External link].[148]

The New York Art world took a major turn during the Gilded age, seeing an outgrowth of exhibitions and the establishment of major auction houses with a focus on American Art.[149] The Gilded Age was pivotal in establishing the New York Art world in the international art market.[150]

New York Art Galleries, Clubs, and Associations During the Gilded Age
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 Social activism




During the Gilded Age, many new social movements[image: External link] took hold in the United States. Many women abolitionists who were disappointed that the Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] did not extend voting rights to them, remained active in politics, this time focusing on issues important to them. Reviving the temperance movement from the Second Great Awakening[image: External link], many women joined the Women's Christian Temperance Union[image: External link] (WCTU) in an attempt to bring morality back to America. Its chief leader was Frances Willard (1839-1898)[image: External link], who had a national and international outreach from her base in Evanston, Illinois. Often the WCTU women took up the issue of women's suffrage which had lain dormant since the Seneca Falls Convention[image: External link]. With leaders like Susan B. Anthony[image: External link], the National American Woman Suffrage Association[image: External link] (NAWSA) was formed in order to secure the right of women to vote.[162]
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 Employment




Many young women worked as servants or in shops and factories until marriage, then typically became full-time housewives. However, black, Irish and Swedish adult women often worked as servants. In most large Northern cities, the Irish Catholic women dominated the market for servants.[163] Heavy industry was a male domain, but in light industries such as textiles and food processing, large numbers of young women were hired. Thousands of young unmarried Irish and French Canadian women worked in Northeastern textile mills. Coming from poor families these jobs meant upward social mobility, more money, and more social prestige in their community that made them more attractive marriage partners. In Cohoes, New York, mill women went on strike in 1882 to gain union recognition. They fought off Swedish strike breakers in order to protect the status they had achieved.[164]

After 1860, as the larger cities opened department stores[image: External link], middle-class women did most of the shopping; increasingly they were served by young middle-class women clerks.[165] Typically, most young women quit their jobs when they married. In some ethnic groups, however, married women were encouraged to work, especially among African-Americans, and Irish Catholics. When the husband operated a small shop or restaurant, wives and other family members could find employment there. Widows and deserted wives often operated boarding houses.[166]

Career women were few. The teaching profession had once been heavily male, but as schooling expanded many women took on teaching careers.[167] If they remained unmarried they could have a prestigious but poorly paid lifetime career in the middle class.[168] At the end of the period nursing schools opened up new opportunities for women, but medical schools remained nearly all male.[169]

Business opportunities were rare, unless it was a matter of a widow taking over her late husband's small business. However the rapid acceptance of the sewing machine[image: External link] made housewives more productive and opened up new careers for women running their own small millinery and dressmaking shops.[170] When her husband died, Lydia Moss Bradley[image: External link] (1816–1908) inherited $500,000; shrewd investments doubled that sum and she later became president of his old bank in Peoria, Illinois. She worked from home to handle banking business. In an age when philanthropists such as Johns Hopkins, Cornell, Purdue, Vanderbilt, Stanford, Rice and Duke were perpetuating their names by founding universities, she lifted her aspirations from the original idea of an orphanage to the loftier goal and in 1897 founded Bradley University[image: External link] in Peoria.[171]
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 Social thought




A leading magazine, The Nation[image: External link] espoused Classical liberalism[image: External link] every week starting in 1865, under the influential editor E.L. Godkin[image: External link] (1831–1902).[172]

Science played an important part in social thought as the work of Charles Darwin[image: External link] became known among intellectuals. Following Darwin's idea of natural selection[image: External link], English philosopher Herbert Spencer[image: External link] proposed the idea of social Darwinism[image: External link]. This new concept justified the stratification of the wealthy and poor, and it was in this proposal that Spencer coined the term "survival of the fittest[image: External link]."

Joining Spencer was Yale professor William Graham Sumner[image: External link] whose book What Social Classes Owe to Each Other (1884) argued that assistance to the poor actually weakens their ability to survive in society. Sumner argued for a laissez-faire[image: External link] and free-market[image: External link] economy. Few people, however, agreed with the social Darwinists, because they ridiculed religion and denounced philanthropy.

Henry George[image: External link] proposed a "single tax" in his book Progress and Poverty[image: External link]. The tax would be leveled on the rich and poor alike, with the excess money collected used to equalize wealth and level out society.

The Norwegian American[image: External link] economist Thorstein Veblen[image: External link] argued in The Theory of the Leisure Class[image: External link] (1899) that the "conspicuous consumption and conspicuous leisure[image: External link]" of the wealthy had become the basis of social status in America.

In Looking Backward[image: External link] (1887), the reformer Edward Bellamy[image: External link] envisioned a future America set in the year 2000 in which a socialist paradise has been established. The works of authors such as George and Bellamy became popular, and soon clubs were created across America to discuss their ideas, although these organizations rarely made any real social change.[173]
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Main articles: History of religion in the United States[image: External link] and Third Great Awakening[image: External link]


The Third Great Awakening[image: External link] which began before the Civil War returned and made a significant change in religious attitudes toward social progress. Followers of the new Awakening promoted the idea of the Social Gospel[image: External link] which gave rise to organizations such as the YMCA[image: External link], the American branch of the Salvation Army[image: External link], and settlement houses[image: External link] such as Hull House[image: External link], founded by Jane Addams[image: External link] in Chicago in 1889.[174]

The Third Great Awakening was a period of religious activism in American history from the late 1850s to the 20th century. It affected pietistic Protestant denominations and had a strong sense of social activism. It gathered strength from the postmillennial[image: External link] theology that the Second Coming[image: External link] of Christ would come after mankind had reformed the entire earth. The Social Gospel movement gained its force from the Awakening, as did the worldwide missionary movement. New groupings emerged, such as the Holiness movement[image: External link] and Nazarene[image: External link] movements, Theosophy[image: External link] and Christian Science[image: External link].[175]

The Protestant mainline denominations (especially the Methodist, Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Congregational churches) grew rapidly in numbers, wealth and educational levels, throwing off their frontier beginnings and becoming centered in towns and cities. Leaders such as Josiah Strong[image: External link] advocated a muscular Christianity[image: External link] with systematic outreach to the unchurched[image: External link] in America and around the globe. Others built colleges and universities to train the next generation. Each denomination supported active missionary societies, and made the role of missionary one of high prestige. The great majority of pietistic mainline Protestants (in the North) supported the Republican Party[image: External link], and urged it to endorse prohibition and social reforms.[176][177] (see Third Party System[image: External link])

The Awakening in numerous cities in 1858 was interrupted by the American Civil War[image: External link]. In the South; on the other hand, the Civil War stimulated revivals and strengthened the Baptists, especially.[178] After the war, Dwight L. Moody[image: External link] made revivalism the centerpiece of his activities in Chicago by founding the Moody Bible Institute[image: External link]. The hymns of Ira Sankey[image: External link] were especially influential.[179]

Across the nation, "drys" crusaded, in the name of religion, for the prohibition[image: External link] of alcohol. The Woman's Christian Temperance Union[image: External link] mobilized Protestant women for social crusades against not only liquor, but also pornography and prostitution, and sparked the demand for women's suffrage.[180]

The Gilded Age plutocracy came under harsh attack from the Social Gospel preachers and with reformers in the Progressive Era[image: External link] who became involved with issues of child labor[image: External link], compulsory elementary education and the protection of women from exploitation in factories.[181]

All the major denominations sponsored growing missionary[image: External link] activities inside the United States and around the world.[182][183]

Colleges associated with churches rapidly expanded in number, size and quality of curriculum. The promotion of muscular Christianity became popular among young men on campus and in urban YMCAs, as well as such denominational youth groups such as the Epworth League[image: External link] for Methodists and the Walther League[image: External link] for Lutherans.[184]
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British Empire






The British Empire comprised the dominions[image: External link], colonies[image: External link], protectorates[image: External link], mandates[image: External link] and other territories ruled or administered by the United Kingdom and its predecessor states. It originated with the overseas possessions[image: External link] and trading posts[image: External link] established by England[image: External link] between the late 16th and early 18th centuries. At its height, it was the largest empire in history[image: External link] and, for over a century, was the foremost global power[image: External link].[1] By 1913, the British Empire held sway over 412 million people, 23% of the world population at the time,[2] and by 1920, it covered 35,500,000 km2 (13,700,000 sq mi),[3] 24% of the Earth's total land area.[4] As a result, its political, legal[image: External link], linguistic[image: External link] and cultural[image: External link] legacy is widespread. At the peak of its power, the phrase "the empire on which the sun never sets[image: External link]" was often used to describe the British Empire, because its expanse around the globe meant that the sun was always shining on at least one of its territories.

During the Age of Discovery[image: External link] in the 15th and 16th centuries, Portugal[image: External link] and Spain[image: External link] pioneered European exploration of the globe, and in the process established large overseas empires. Envious of the great wealth these empires generated,[5] England, France[image: External link], and the Netherlands[image: External link] began to establish colonies and trade networks of their own in the Americas and Asia.[6] A series of wars in the 17th and 18th centuries with the Netherlands and France left England and then, following union between England and Scotland[image: External link] in 1707, Great Britain[image: External link], the dominant colonial power[image: External link] in North America and India.

The independence of the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] in North America in 1783 after the American War of Independence[image: External link] caused Britain to lose some of its oldest and most populous colonies. British attention soon turned towards Asia, Africa, and the Pacific. After the defeat of France in the Revolutionary[image: External link] and Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] (1792–1815), Britain emerged as the principal naval and imperial power of the 19th century.[7] Unchallenged at sea[image: External link], British dominance was later described as Pax Britannica[image: External link] ("British Peace"), a period of relative peace in Europe and the world (1815–1914) during which the British Empire became the global hegemon[image: External link] and adopted the role of global policeman.[8][9][10][11] In the early 19th century, the Industrial Revolution[image: External link] began to transform Britain; by the time of the Great Exhibition[image: External link] in 1851 the country was described as the "workshop of the world".[12] The British Empire expanded to include India[image: External link], large parts of Africa[image: External link] and many other territories throughout the world. Alongside the formal control that Britain exerted over its own colonies, its dominance of much of world trade meant that it effectively controlled the economies of many regions[image: External link], such as Asia[image: External link] and Latin America[image: External link].[13][14]

In Britain, political attitudes favoured free trade and laissez-faire policies and a gradual widening of the voting franchise. During the 19th Century[image: External link], Britain's population increased at a dramatic rate, accompanied by rapid urbanisation, which caused significant social and economic stresses.[15] To seek new markets and sources of raw materials, the Conservative Party[image: External link] under Benjamin Disraeli[image: External link] launched a period of imperialist expansion in Egypt, South Africa, and elsewhere. Canada, Australia, and New Zealand became self-governing dominions.[16]

By the start of the 20th century, Germany[image: External link] and the United States had begun to challenge Britain's economic lead. Subsequent military and economic tensions between Britain and Germany were major causes of the First World War[image: External link], during which Britain relied heavily upon its empire. The conflict placed enormous strain on the military, financial and manpower resources of Britain. Although the British Empire achieved its largest territorial extent immediately after World War I, Britain was no longer the world's pre-eminent industrial or military power. In the Second World War[image: External link], Britain's colonies in Southeast Asia[image: External link] were occupied by Imperial Japan[image: External link]. Despite the final victory of Britain and its allies, the damage to British prestige helped to accelerate the decline of the empire. India, Britain's most valuable and populous possession, achieved independence as part of a larger decolonisation[image: External link] movement in which Britain granted independence to most territories of the empire. The transfer[image: External link] of Hong Kong to China in 1997 marked for many the end of the British Empire.[17][18][19][20] Fourteen overseas territories[image: External link] remain under British sovereignty.

After independence, many former British colonies joined the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link], a free association of independent states. The United Kingdom is now one of 16 Commonwealth nations, a grouping known informally as the Commonwealth realms[image: External link], that share a monarch[image: External link], Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link].
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 Origins (1497–1583)




The foundations of the British Empire were laid when England[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link] were separate kingdoms. In 1496, King Henry VII of England[image: External link], following the successes of Spain[image: External link] and Portugal[image: External link] in overseas exploration, commissioned John Cabot[image: External link] to lead a voyage to discover a route to Asia via the North Atlantic[image: External link].[6] Cabot sailed in 1497, five years after the European discovery of America[image: External link], but he made landfall on the coast of Newfoundland[image: External link], and, mistakenly believing (like Christopher Columbus[image: External link]) that he had reached Asia,[21] there was no attempt to found a colony. Cabot led another voyage to the Americas the following year but nothing was ever heard of his ships again.[22]

No further attempts to establish English colonies in the Americas were made until well into the reign of Queen Elizabeth I[image: External link], during the last decades of the 16th century.[23] In the meantime the Protestant Reformation[image: External link] had turned England and Catholic[image: External link] Spain into implacable enemies.[6] In 1562, the English Crown[image: External link] encouraged the privateers[image: External link] John Hawkins[image: External link] and Francis Drake[image: External link] to engage in slave-raiding attacks against Spanish and Portuguese ships off the coast of West Africa[24] with the aim of breaking into the Atlantic slave trade[image: External link]. This effort was rebuffed and later, as the Anglo-Spanish Wars[image: External link] intensified, Elizabeth I gave her blessing to further privateering raids against Spanish ports in the Americas and shipping that was returning across the Atlantic, laden with treasure from the New World[image: External link].[25] At the same time, influential writers such as Richard Hakluyt[image: External link] and John Dee[image: External link] (who was the first to use the term "British Empire")[26] were beginning to press for the establishment of England's own empire. By this time, Spain had become the dominant power in the Americas and was exploring the Pacific Ocean, Portugal had established trading posts and forts from the coasts of Africa and Brazil to China, and France[image: External link] had begun to settle the Saint Lawrence River[image: External link] area, later to become New France[image: External link].[27]
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 Plantations of Ireland




Although England trailed behind other European powers in establishing overseas colonies, it had been engaged during the 16th century in the settlement of Ireland with Protestants from England and Scotland, drawing on precedents dating back to the Norman invasion of Ireland[image: External link] in 1169.[28][29] Several people who helped establish the Plantations of Ireland[image: External link] also played a part in the early colonisation of North America, particularly a group known as the West Country men[image: External link].[30]
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 "First" British Empire (1583–1783)




Main article: English overseas possessions[image: External link]


In 1578, Elizabeth I granted a patent to Humphrey Gilbert[image: External link] for discovery and overseas exploration.[31] That year, Gilbert sailed for the Caribbean[image: External link] with the intention of engaging in piracy[image: External link] and establishing a colony in North America[image: External link], but the expedition was aborted before it had crossed the Atlantic.[32][33] In 1583 he embarked on a second attempt, on this occasion to the island of Newfoundland[image: External link] whose harbour he formally claimed for England, although no settlers were left behind. Gilbert did not survive the return journey to England, and was succeeded by his half-brother, Walter Raleigh[image: External link], who was granted his own patent by Elizabeth in 1584. Later that year, Raleigh founded the Roanoke Colony[image: External link] on the coast of present-day North Carolina[image: External link], but lack of supplies caused the colony to fail.[34]

In 1603, James VI, King of Scots[image: External link], ascended (as James I) to the English throne and in 1604 negotiated the Treaty of London[image: External link], ending hostilities with Spain[image: External link]. Now at peace with its main rival, English attention shifted from preying on other nations' colonial infrastructures to the business of establishing its own overseas colonies.[35] The British Empire began to take shape during the early 17th century, with the English settlement[image: External link] of North America and the smaller islands of the Caribbean, and the establishment of joint-stock companies[image: External link], most notably the East India Company[image: External link], to administer colonies and overseas trade. This period, until the loss of the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] after the American War of Independence[image: External link] towards the end of the 18th century, has subsequently been referred to by some historians as the "First British Empire".[36]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Americas, Africa and the slave trade




Main articles: British colonisation of the Americas[image: External link], British America[image: External link], Thirteen Colonies[image: External link], and Atlantic slave trade[image: External link]


The Caribbean[image: External link] initially provided England's most important and lucrative colonies,[37] but not before several attempts at colonisation failed. An attempt to establish a colony in Guiana[image: External link] in 1604 lasted only two years, and failed in its main objective to find gold deposits.[38] Colonies in St Lucia (1605) and Grenada (1609) also rapidly folded, but settlements were successfully established in St. Kitts[image: External link] (1624), Barbados[image: External link] (1627) and Nevis[image: External link] (1628).[39] The colonies soon adopted the system of sugar plantations[image: External link] successfully used by the Portuguese in Brazil[image: External link], which depended on slave labour, and—at first—Dutch ships, to sell the slaves and buy the sugar.[40] To ensure that the increasingly healthy profits of this trade remained in English hands, Parliament decreed[image: External link] in 1651 that only English ships would be able to ply their trade in English colonies. This led to hostilities with the United Dutch Provinces[image: External link]—a series of Anglo-Dutch Wars[image: External link]—which would eventually strengthen England's position in the Americas at the expense of the Dutch.[41] In 1655, England annexed the island of Jamaica from the Spanish, and in 1666 succeeded in colonising the Bahamas.[42]

England's first permanent settlement in the Americas was founded in 1607 in Jamestown[image: External link], led by Captain John Smith[image: External link] and managed by the Virginia Company[image: External link]. Bermuda was settled and claimed by England as a result of the 1609 shipwreck of the Virginia Company's flagship[image: External link], and in 1615 was turned over to the newly formed Somers Isles Company[image: External link].[43] The Virginia Company's charter was revoked in 1624 and direct control of Virginia was assumed by the crown[image: External link], thereby founding the Colony of Virginia[image: External link].[44] The London and Bristol Company[image: External link] was created in 1610 with the aim of creating a permanent settlement on Newfoundland, but was largely unsuccessful.[45] In 1620, Plymouth[image: External link] was founded as a haven for Puritan[image: External link] religious separatists, later known as the Pilgrims[image: External link].[46] Fleeing from religious persecution[image: External link] would become the motive of many English would-be colonists to risk the arduous trans-Atlantic voyage[image: External link]: Maryland[image: External link] was founded as a haven for Roman Catholics[image: External link] (1634), Rhode Island[image: External link] (1636) as a colony tolerant of all religions and Connecticut (1639) for Congregationalists[image: External link]. The Province of Carolina[image: External link] was founded in 1663. With the surrender of Fort Amsterdam[image: External link] in 1664, England gained control of the Dutch colony of New Netherland[image: External link], renaming it New York. This was formalised in negotiations following the Second Anglo-Dutch War[image: External link], in exchange for Suriname.[47] In 1681, the colony of Pennsylvania[image: External link] was founded by William Penn[image: External link]. The American colonies were less financially successful than those of the Caribbean, but had large areas of good agricultural land and attracted far larger numbers of English emigrants who preferred their temperate climates.[48]

In 1670, Charles II[image: External link] incorporated by royal charter[image: External link] the Hudson's Bay Company[image: External link] (HBC), granting it a monopoly on the fur trade[image: External link] in the area known as Rupert's Land[image: External link], which would later form a large proportion of the Dominion of Canada. Forts and trading posts established by the HBC were frequently the subject of attacks by the French, who had established their own fur trading colony in adjacent New France[image: External link].[49]

Two years later, the Royal African Company[image: External link] was inaugurated, receiving from King Charles a monopoly of the trade to supply slaves to the British colonies of the Caribbean.[50] From the outset, slavery[image: External link] was the basis of the British Empire in the West Indies. Until the abolition of its slave trade in 1807, Britain was responsible for the transportation of 3.5 million African slaves to the Americas, a third of all slaves transported across the Atlantic[image: External link].[51] To facilitate this trade, forts were established on the coast of West Africa, such as James Island[image: External link], Accra[image: External link] and Bunce Island[image: External link]. In the British Caribbean, the percentage of the population of African descent rose from 25% in 1650 to around 80% in 1780, and in the Thirteen Colonies from 10% to 40% over the same period (the majority in the southern colonies).[52] For the slave traders, the trade was extremely profitable, and became a major economic mainstay for such western British cities[image: External link] as Bristol[image: External link] and Liverpool[image: External link], which formed the third corner of the triangular trade[image: External link] with Africa and the Americas. For the transported, harsh and unhygienic conditions on the slaving ships and poor diets meant that the average mortality rate[image: External link] during the Middle Passage[image: External link] was one in seven.[53]

In 1695, the Parliament of Scotland[image: External link] granted a charter to the Company of Scotland[image: External link], which established a settlement in 1698 on the Isthmus of Panama[image: External link]. Besieged by neighbouring Spanish colonists of New Granada[image: External link], and afflicted by malaria[image: External link], the colony was abandoned two years later. The Darien scheme[image: External link] was a financial disaster for Scotland — a quarter of Scottish capital[54] was lost in the enterprise — and ended Scottish hopes of establishing its own overseas empire. The episode also had major political consequences, persuading the governments of both England and Scotland of the merits of a union of countries, rather than just crowns.[55] This occurred in 1707 with the Treaty of Union[image: External link], establishing the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rivalry with the Netherlands in Asia




At the end of the 16th century, England and the Netherlands began to challenge Portugal's monopoly of trade with Asia, forming private joint-stock companies[image: External link] to finance the voyages—the English, later British, East India Company[image: External link] and the Dutch East India Company[image: External link], chartered in 1600 and 1602 respectively. The primary aim of these companies was to tap into the lucrative spice trade[image: External link], an effort focused mainly on two regions; the East Indies archipelago[image: External link], and an important hub in the trade network, India. There, they competed for trade supremacy with Portugal and with each other.[56] Although England ultimately eclipsed the Netherlands as a colonial power, in the short term the Netherlands' more advanced financial system[57] and the three Anglo-Dutch Wars[image: External link] of the 17th century left it with a stronger position in Asia. Hostilities ceased after the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688 when the Dutch William of Orange[image: External link] ascended the English throne, bringing peace between the Netherlands and England. A deal between the two nations left the spice trade of the East Indies archipelago to the Netherlands and the textiles industry of India to England, but textiles soon overtook spices in terms of profitability, and by 1720, in terms of sales, the British company had overtaken the Dutch.[57]
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 Global conflicts with France




Peace between England and the Netherlands in 1688 meant that the two countries entered the Nine Years' War[image: External link] as allies, but the conflict—waged in Europe and overseas between France, Spain and the Anglo-Dutch alliance—left the English a stronger colonial power than the Dutch, who were forced to devote a larger proportion of their military budget[image: External link] on the costly land war in Europe.[58] The 18th century saw England (after 1707, Britain) rise to be the world's dominant colonial power, and France becoming its main rival on the imperial stage.[59]

The death of Charles II of Spain[image: External link] in 1700 and his bequeathal of Spain and its colonial empire to Philippe of Anjou[image: External link], a grandson of the King of France[image: External link], raised the prospect of the unification of France, Spain and their respective colonies, an unacceptable state of affairs for England and the other powers of Europe.[60] In 1701, England, Portugal and the Netherlands sided with the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] against Spain and France in the War of the Spanish Succession[image: External link], which lasted until 1714.

At the concluding Treaty of Utrecht[image: External link], Philip renounced his and his descendants' right to the French throne and Spain lost its empire in Europe.[60] The British Empire was territorially enlarged: from France, Britain gained Newfoundland[image: External link] and Acadia[image: External link], and from Spain, Gibraltar[image: External link] and Minorca[image: External link]. Gibraltar became a critical naval base and allowed Britain to control the Atlantic entry and exit point to the Mediterranean[image: External link]. Spain also ceded the rights to the lucrative asiento[image: External link] (permission to sell slaves in Spanish America[image: External link]) to Britain.[61]

During the middle decades of the 18th century, there were several outbreaks of military conflict on the Indian subcontinent[image: External link], the Carnatic Wars[image: External link], as the English East India Company (often known simply as "the Company") and its French counterpart, the French East India Company[image: External link] (Compagnie française des Indes orientales), struggled alongside local rulers to fill the vacuum that had been left by the decline of the Mughal Empire[image: External link]. The Battle of Plassey[image: External link] in 1757, in which the British, led by Robert Clive[image: External link], defeated the Nawab of Bengal[image: External link] and his French allies, left the British East India Company in control of Bengal[image: External link] and as the major military and political power in India.[62] France was left control of its enclaves[image: External link] but with military restrictions and an obligation to support British client states[image: External link], ending French hopes of controlling India.[63] In the following decades the British East India Company gradually increased the size of the territories under its control, either ruling directly or via local rulers under the threat of force from the British Indian Army[image: External link], the vast majority of which was composed of Indian sepoys[image: External link].[64]

The British and French struggles in India became but one theatre of the global Seven Years' War[image: External link] (1756–1763) involving France, Britain and the other major European powers. The signing of the Treaty of Paris (1763)[image: External link] had important consequences for the future of the British Empire. In North America, France's future as a colonial power effectively ended with the recognition of British claims to Rupert's Land[image: External link],[49] and the ceding of New France[image: External link] to Britain (leaving a sizeable French-speaking population[image: External link] under British control) and Louisiana[image: External link] to Spain. Spain ceded Florida to Britain. Along with its victory over France in India, the Seven Years' War therefore left Britain as the world's most powerful maritime power.[65]
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 Loss of the Thirteen American Colonies




Main article: American Revolution[image: External link]


During the 1760s and early 1770s, relations between the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] and Britain became increasingly strained, primarily because of resentment of the British Parliament's attempts to govern and tax American colonists without their consent.[66] This was summarised at the time by the slogan "No taxation without representation[image: External link]", a perceived violation of the guaranteed Rights of Englishmen[image: External link]. The American Revolution[image: External link] began with rejection of Parliamentary authority and moves towards self-government. In response Britain sent troops to reimpose direct rule, leading to the outbreak of war[image: External link] in 1775. The following year, in 1776, the United States declared independence[image: External link]. The entry of France[image: External link] into the war in 1778 tipped the military balance in the Americans' favour and after a decisive defeat at Yorktown[image: External link] in 1781, Britain began negotiating peace terms. American independence was acknowledged at the Peace of Paris[image: External link] in 1783.[67]

The loss of such a large portion of British America[image: External link], at the time Britain's most populous overseas possession, is seen by some historians as the event defining the transition between the "first" and "second" empires,[68] in which Britain shifted its attention away from the Americas to Asia, the Pacific and later Africa. Adam Smith[image: External link]'s Wealth of Nations[image: External link], published in 1776, had argued that colonies were redundant, and that free trade[image: External link] should replace the old mercantilist[image: External link] policies that had characterised the first period of colonial expansion, dating back to the protectionism[image: External link] of Spain and Portugal.[65][69] The growth of trade between the newly independent United States and Britain after 1783 seemed to confirm Smith's view that political control was not necessary for economic success.[70][71]

The war to the south influenced British policy in Canada, where between 40,000 and 100,000[72] defeated Loyalists[image: External link] had migrated from the new United States following independence.[73] The 14,000 Loyalists who went to the Saint John[image: External link] and Saint Croix river[image: External link] valleys, then part of Nova Scotia[image: External link], felt too far removed from the provincial government in Halifax, so London split off New Brunswick[image: External link] as a separate colony in 1784.[74] The Constitutional Act of 1791[image: External link] created the provinces of Upper Canada[image: External link] (mainly English-speaking) and Lower Canada[image: External link] (mainly French-speaking[image: External link]) to defuse tensions between the French and British communities, and implemented governmental systems similar to those employed in Britain, with the intention of asserting imperial authority and not allowing the sort of popular control of government that was perceived to have led to the American Revolution.[75]

Tensions between Britain and the United States escalated again during the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], as Britain tried to cut off American trade with France and boarded American ships to impress[image: External link] men into the Royal Navy. The US declared war, the War of 1812[image: External link], and invaded Canadian territory. In response Britain invaded the US, but the pre-war boundaries were reaffirmed by the 1814 Treaty of Ghent[image: External link], ensuring Canada's future would be separate from that of the United States.[76][77]
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 Rise of the "Second" British Empire (1783–1815)
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 Exploration of the Pacific




Since 1718, transportation[image: External link] to the American colonies had been a penalty for various offences in Britain, with approximately one thousand convicts transported per year across the Atlantic.[78] Forced to find an alternative location after the loss of the Thirteen Colonies in 1783, the British government turned to the newly discovered lands of Australia.[79] The western coast of Australia had been discovered for Europeans by the Dutch explorer Willem Janszoon[image: External link] in 1606 and was later named New Holland[image: External link] by the Dutch East India Company[image: External link],[80] but there was no attempt to colonise it. In 1770 James Cook[image: External link] discovered the eastern coast of Australia while on a scientific voyage[image: External link] to the South Pacific Ocean[image: External link], claimed the continent for Britain, and named it New South Wales[image: External link].[81] In 1778, Joseph Banks[image: External link], Cook's botanist[image: External link] on the voyage, presented evidence to the government on the suitability of Botany Bay[image: External link] for the establishment of a penal settlement[image: External link], and in 1787 the first shipment of convicts[image: External link] set sail, arriving in 1788.[82] Britain continued to transport convicts to New South Wales[image: External link] until 1840.[83] The Australian colonies became profitable exporters of wool and gold,[84] mainly because of gold rushes in the colony of Victoria, making its capital Melbourne[image: External link] for a time the richest city in the world[85] and the second largest city (after London[image: External link]) in the British Empire.[86]

During his voyage, Cook also visited New Zealand, first discovered by Dutch explorer Abel Tasman[image: External link] in 1642, and claimed the North[image: External link] and South[image: External link] islands for the British crown[image: External link] in 1769 and 1770 respectively. Initially, interaction between the indigenous Māori[image: External link] population and Europeans was limited to the trading of goods. European settlement increased through the early decades of the 19th century, with numerous trading stations established, especially in the North. In 1839, the New Zealand Company[image: External link] announced plans to buy large tracts of land and establish colonies in New Zealand. On 6 February 1840, Captain William Hobson[image: External link] and around 40 Maori chiefs signed the Treaty of Waitangi[image: External link].[87] This treaty is considered by many to be New Zealand's founding document,[88] but differing interpretations of the Maori and English versions of the text[89] have meant that it continues to be a source of dispute.[90]
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 War with Napoleonic France




Main article: Napoleonic Wars[image: External link]


Britain was challenged again by France under Napoleon[image: External link], in a struggle that, unlike previous wars, represented a contest of ideologies between the two nations.[91] It was not only Britain's position on the world stage that was at risk: Napoleon threatened to invade Britain itself, just as his armies had overrun many countries of continental Europe[image: External link].

The Napoleonic Wars were therefore ones in which Britain invested large amounts of capital and resources to win. French ports were blockaded by the Royal Navy[image: External link], which won a decisive victory over a Franco-Spanish fleet at Trafalgar[image: External link] in 1805. Overseas colonies were attacked and occupied, including those of the Netherlands, which was annexed by Napoleon in 1810. France was finally defeated by a coalition of European armies in 1815.[92] Britain was again the beneficiary of peace treaties: France ceded the Ionian Islands[image: External link], Malta[image: External link] (which it had occupied in 1797 and 1798 respectively), Mauritius[image: External link], Saint Lucia, and Tobago[image: External link]; Spain ceded Trinidad[image: External link]; the Netherlands Guyana[image: External link], and the Cape Colony[image: External link]. Britain returned Guadeloupe[image: External link], Martinique, French Guiana[image: External link], and Réunion[image: External link] to France, and Java[image: External link] and Suriname to the Netherlands, while gaining control of Ceylon[image: External link] (1795–1815).[93]
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 Abolition of slavery




With the advent of the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], goods produced by slavery became less important to the British economy[image: External link].[94] Added to this was the cost of suppressing regular slave rebellions[image: External link]. With support from the British abolitionist[image: External link] movement, Parliament[image: External link] enacted the Slave Trade Act[image: External link] in 1807, which abolished the slave trade[image: External link] in the empire. In 1808, Sierra Leone was designated an official British colony for freed slaves.[95] Parliamentary reform in 1832 saw the influence of the West India Committee[image: External link] decline. The Slavery Abolition Act[image: External link], passed the following year, abolished slavery in the British Empire on 1 August 1834, finally bringing the Empire into line with the law in the UK (with the exception of St. Helena[image: External link], Ceylon and the territories administered by the East India Company, though these exclusions were later repealed). Under the Act, slaves were granted full emancipation[image: External link] after a period of four to six years of "apprenticeship".[96] The British government compensated slave-owners.
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 Britain's imperial century (1815–1914)




See also: Timeline of British diplomatic history § 1815–96[image: External link], Industrial Revolution[image: External link], and Victorian era[image: External link]


Between 1815 and 1914, a period referred to as Britain's "imperial century" by some historians,[97][98] around 10,000,000 square miles (26,000,000 km2) of territory and roughly 400 million people were added to the British Empire.[99] Victory over Napoleon left Britain without any serious international rival, other than Russia in Central Asia[image: External link].[100] Unchallenged at sea, Britain adopted the role of global policeman, a state of affairs later known as the Pax Britannica[image: External link],[9] and a foreign policy of "splendid isolation[image: External link]".[101] Alongside the formal control it exerted over its own colonies, Britain's dominant position in world trade meant that it effectively controlled the economies of many countries, such as China, Argentina and Siam, which has been described by some historians as an "Informal Empire[image: External link]".[102][103]

British imperial strength was underpinned by the steamship[image: External link] and the telegraph[image: External link], new technologies invented in the second half of the 19th century, allowing it to control and defend the empire. By 1902, the British Empire was linked together by a network of telegraph cables, called the All Red Line[image: External link].[104]
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 East India Company in Asia




See also: British Raj[image: External link]


The East India Company[image: External link] drove the expansion of the British Empire in Asia. The Company's army had first joined forces with the Royal Navy during the Seven Years' War, and the two continued to co-operate in arenas outside India: the eviction of the French from Egypt (1799),[105] the capture of Java[image: External link] from the Netherlands (1811), the acquisition of Penang Island[image: External link] (1786), Singapore (1819) and Malacca[image: External link] (1824), and the defeat of Burma[image: External link] (1826).[100]

From its base in India, the Company had also been engaged in an increasingly profitable opium[image: External link] export trade to China since the 1730s. This trade, illegal since it was outlawed by the Qing dynasty in 1729, helped reverse the trade imbalances resulting from the British imports of tea, which saw large outflows of silver from Britain to China.[106] In 1839, the confiscation by the Chinese authorities at Canton[image: External link] of 20,000 chests of opium led Britain to attack China in the First Opium War[image: External link], and resulted in the seizure by Britain of Hong Kong Island[image: External link], at that time a minor settlement.[107]

During the late 18th and early 19th centuries the British Crown began to assume an increasingly large role in the affairs of the Company. A series of Acts of Parliament were passed, including the Regulating Act of 1773[image: External link], Pitt's India Act[image: External link] of 1784 and the Charter Act of 1813[image: External link] which regulated the Company's affairs and established the sovereignty of the Crown over the territories that it had acquired.[108] The Company's eventual end was precipitated by the Indian Rebellion[image: External link], a conflict that had begun with the mutiny of sepoys[image: External link], Indian troops under British officers and discipline.[109] The rebellion took six months to suppress, with heavy loss of life on both sides. The following year the British government dissolved the Company and assumed direct control over India through the Government of India Act 1858[image: External link], establishing the British Raj[image: External link], where an appointed governor-general[image: External link] administered India and Queen Victoria[image: External link] was crowned the Empress of India.[110] India became the empire's most valuable possession, "the Jewel in the Crown", and was the most important source of Britain's strength.[111]

A series of serious crop failures in the late 19th century led to widespread famines[image: External link] on the subcontinent in which it is estimated that over 15 million people died. The East India Company had failed to implement any coordinated policy to deal with the famines during its period of rule. Later, under direct British rule, commissions were set up after each famine to investigate the causes and implement new policies, which took until the early 1900s to have an effect.[112]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rivalry with Russia




Main article: The Great Game[image: External link]


During the 19th century, Britain and the Russian Empire[image: External link] vied to fill the power vacuums that had been left by the declining Ottoman Empire[image: External link], Qajar dynasty[image: External link] and Qing Dynasty[image: External link]. This rivalry in Central Asia came to be known as the "Great Game[image: External link]".[113] As far as Britain was concerned, defeats inflicted by Russia on Persia[image: External link] and Turkey[image: External link] demonstrated its imperial ambitions and capabilities and stoked fears in Britain of an overland invasion of India.[114] In 1839, Britain moved to pre-empt this by invading Afghanistan, but the First Anglo-Afghan War[image: External link] was a disaster for Britain.[115]

When Russia invaded the Turkish Balkans[image: External link] in 1853, fears of Russian dominance in the Mediterranean[image: External link] and Middle East led Britain and France to invade the Crimean Peninsula[image: External link] to destroy Russian naval capabilities.[115] The ensuing Crimean War (1854–56)[image: External link], which involved new techniques of modern warfare[image: External link],[116] was the only global war[image: External link] fought between Britain and another imperial power[image: External link] during the Pax Britannica and was a resounding defeat for Russia.[115] The situation remained unresolved in Central Asia for two more decades, with Britain annexing Baluchistan[image: External link] in 1876 and Russia annexing Kirghizia, Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan[image: External link]. For a while it appeared that another war would be inevitable, but the two countries reached an agreement on their respective spheres of influence[image: External link] in the region in 1878 and on all outstanding matters in 1907 with the signing of the Anglo-Russian Entente[image: External link].[117] The destruction of the Russian Navy[image: External link] by the Japanese at the Battle of Port Arthur[image: External link] during the Russo-Japanese War[image: External link] of 1904–05 also limited its threat to the British.[118]
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 Cape to Cairo




The Dutch East India Company had founded the Cape Colony[image: External link] on the southern tip of Africa in 1652 as a way station for its ships travelling to and from its colonies in the East Indies[image: External link]. Britain formally acquired the colony, and its large Afrikaner[image: External link] (or Boer[image: External link]) population in 1806, having occupied it in 1795 to prevent its falling into French hands during the Flanders Campaign[image: External link].[119] British immigration began to rise after 1820, and pushed thousands of Boers, resentful of British rule, northwards to found their own—mostly short-lived—independent republics, during the Great Trek[image: External link] of the late 1830s and early 1840s.[120] In the process the Voortrekkers[image: External link] clashed repeatedly with the British, who had their own agenda with regard to colonial expansion in South Africa and to the various native African polities, including those of the Sotho[image: External link] and the Zulu[image: External link] nations. Eventually the Boers established two republics which had a longer lifespan: the South African Republic[image: External link] or Transvaal Republic (1852–77; 1881–1902) and the Orange Free State[image: External link] (1854–1902).[121] In 1902 Britain occupied both republics, concluding a treaty with the two Boer Republics[image: External link] following the Second Boer War[image: External link] (1899–1902).[122]

In 1869 the Suez Canal[image: External link] opened under Napoleon III[image: External link], linking the Mediterranean with the Indian Ocean. Initially the Canal was opposed by the British;[123] but once opened, its strategic value was quickly recognised and became the "jugular vein of the Empire".[124] In 1875, the Conservative[image: External link] government of Benjamin Disraeli[image: External link] bought the indebted Egyptian ruler Isma'il Pasha's[image: External link] 44% shareholding in the Suez Canal for £4 million (equivalent to £340 million in 2015). Although this did not grant outright control of the strategic waterway, it did give Britain leverage. Joint Anglo-French financial control over Egypt ended in outright British occupation in 1882.[125] The French were still majority shareholders and attempted to weaken the British position,[126] but a compromise was reached with the 1888 Convention of Constantinople[image: External link], which made the Canal officially neutral territory.[127]

With competitive French, Belgian[image: External link] and Portuguese[image: External link] activity in the lower Congo River[image: External link] region undermining orderly colonisation of tropical Africa, the Berlin Conference[image: External link] of 1884–85 was held to regulate the competition between the European powers in what was called the "Scramble for Africa[image: External link]" by defining "effective occupation" as the criterion for international recognition of territorial claims.[128] The scramble continued into the 1890s, and caused Britain to reconsider its decision in 1885 to withdraw from Sudan. A joint force of British and Egyptian troops defeated the Mahdist Army[image: External link] in 1896, and rebuffed an attempted French invasion at Fashoda[image: External link] in 1898. Sudan was nominally made an Anglo-Egyptian condominium[image: External link], but a British colony in reality.[129]

British gains in Southern[image: External link] and East Africa[image: External link] prompted Cecil Rhodes[image: External link], pioneer of British expansion in Southern Africa, to urge a "Cape to Cairo[image: External link]" railway linking the strategically important Suez Canal[image: External link] to the mineral-rich south of the continent.[130] During the 1880s and 1890s, Rhodes, with his privately owned British South Africa Company[image: External link], occupied and annexed[image: External link] territories subsequently named after him, Rhodesia[image: External link].[131]
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 Changing status of the white colonies




The path to independence for the white colonies of the British Empire began with the 1839 Durham Report[image: External link], which proposed unification and self-government for Upper[image: External link] and Lower Canada[image: External link], as a solution to political unrest which had erupted in armed rebellions[image: External link] in 1837.[132] This began with the passing of the Act of Union[image: External link] in 1840, which created the Province of Canada[image: External link]. Responsible government[image: External link] was first granted to Nova Scotia[image: External link] in 1848, and was soon extended to the other British North American colonies. With the passage of the British North America Act, 1867[image: External link] by the British Parliament[image: External link], Upper and Lower Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were formed into the Dominion of Canada[image: External link], a confederation enjoying full self-government with the exception of international relations[image: External link].[133] Australia and New Zealand achieved similar levels of self-government after 1900, with the Australian colonies federating in 1901[image: External link].[134] The term "dominion status" was officially introduced at the Colonial Conference of 1907[image: External link].[135]

The last decades of the 19th century saw concerted political campaigns[image: External link] for Irish home rule[image: External link]. Ireland had been united with Britain into the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland with the Act of Union 1800[image: External link] after the Irish Rebellion of 1798[image: External link], and had suffered a severe famine[image: External link] between 1845 and 1852. Home rule was supported by the British Prime minister[image: External link], William Gladstone[image: External link], who hoped that Ireland might follow in Canada's footsteps as a Dominion within the empire, but his 1886 Home Rule bill[image: External link] was defeated in Parliament. Although the bill, if passed, would have granted Ireland less autonomy within the UK than the Canadian provinces had within their own federation,[136] many MPs feared that a partially independent Ireland might pose a security threat to Great Britain or mark the beginning of the break-up of the empire.[137] A second Home Rule bill[image: External link] was also defeated for similar reasons.[137] A third bill[image: External link] was passed by Parliament in 1914, but not implemented because of the outbreak of the First World War[image: External link] leading to the 1916 Easter Rising[image: External link].[138]
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 World wars (1914–1945)




By the turn of the 20th century, fears had begun to grow in Britain that it would no longer be able to defend the metropole[image: External link] and the entirety of the empire while at the same time maintaining the policy of "splendid isolation[image: External link]".[139] Germany was rapidly rising as a military and industrial power and was now seen as the most likely opponent in any future war. Recognising that it was overstretched in the Pacific[140] and threatened at home by the Imperial German Navy[image: External link], Britain formed an alliance[image: External link] with Japan in 1902 and with its old enemies France[image: External link] and Russia[image: External link] in 1904 and 1907, respectively.[141]
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 First World War




Main article: History of the United Kingdom during World War I[image: External link]


Britain's fears of war with Germany were realised in 1914 with the outbreak of the First World War[image: External link]. Britain quickly invaded and occupied most of Germany's overseas colonies in Africa. In the Pacific, Australia and New Zealand occupied German New Guinea[image: External link] and Samoa respectively. Plans for a post-war division of the Ottoman Empire[image: External link], which had joined the war on Germany's side, were secretly drawn up by Britain and France under the 1916 Sykes–Picot Agreement[image: External link]. This agreement was not divulged to the Sharif of Mecca[image: External link], who the British had been encouraging to launch an Arab revolt against their Ottoman rulers, giving the impression that Britain was supporting the creation of an independent Arab state.[142]

The British declaration of war on Germany and its allies also committed the colonies and Dominions, which provided invaluable military, financial and material support. Over 2.5 million men served in the armies of the Dominions[image: External link], as well as many thousands of volunteers from the Crown colonies[image: External link].[143] The contributions of Australian and New Zealand troops during the 1915 Gallipoli Campaign[image: External link] against the Ottoman Empire had a great impact on the national consciousness at home, and marked a watershed in the transition of Australia and New Zealand from colonies to nations in their own right. The countries continue to commemorate this occasion on Anzac Day[image: External link]. Canadians viewed the Battle of Vimy Ridge[image: External link] in a similar light.[144] The important contribution of the Dominions to the war effort[image: External link] was recognised in 1917 by the British Prime Minister David Lloyd George[image: External link] when he invited each of the Dominion Prime Ministers to join an Imperial War Cabinet[image: External link] to co-ordinate imperial policy.[145]

Under the terms of the concluding Treaty of Versailles[image: External link] signed in 1919, the empire reached its greatest extent with the addition of 1,800,000 square miles (4,700,000 km2) and 13 million new subjects.[146] The colonies of Germany and the Ottoman Empire[image: External link] were distributed to the Allied powers as League of Nations mandates[image: External link]. Britain gained control of Palestine[image: External link], Transjordan[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], parts of Cameroon[image: External link] and Togoland[image: External link], and Tanganyika[image: External link]. The Dominions themselves also acquired mandates of their own: the Union of South Africa[image: External link] gained South West Africa (modern-day Namibia), Australia gained New Guinea[image: External link], and New Zealand Western Samoa[image: External link]. Nauru was made a combined mandate of Britain and the two Pacific Dominions.[147]
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 Inter-war period




The changing world order that the war had brought about, in particular the growth of the United States and Japan as naval powers, and the rise of independence movements in India and Ireland, caused a major reassessment of British imperial policy.[148] Forced to choose between alignment with the United States or Japan, Britain opted not to renew its Japanese alliance and instead signed the 1922 Washington Naval Treaty[image: External link], where Britain accepted naval parity with the United States.[149] This decision was the source of much debate in Britain during the 1930s[150] as militaristic governments took hold in Japan and Germany helped in part by the Great Depression[image: External link], for it was feared that the empire could not survive a simultaneous attack by both nations.[151] The issue of the empire's security was a serious concern in Britain, as it was vital to the British economy.[152]

In 1919, the frustrations caused by delays to Irish home rule[image: External link] led the MPs of Sinn Féin[image: External link], a pro-independence party that had won a majority of the Irish seats in the 1918 British general election[image: External link], to establish an independent parliament[image: External link] in Dublin, at which Irish independence was declared[image: External link]. The Irish Republican Army[image: External link] simultaneously began a guerrilla war[image: External link] against the British administration.[153] The Anglo-Irish War[image: External link] ended in 1921 with a stalemate and the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty[image: External link], creating the Irish Free State[image: External link], a Dominion within the British Empire, with effective internal independence but still constitutionally linked with the British Crown.[154] Northern Ireland[image: External link], consisting of six of the 32 Irish counties[image: External link] which had been established as a devolved region under the 1920 Government of Ireland Act[image: External link], immediately exercised its option under the treaty to retain its existing status within the United Kingdom.[155]

A similar struggle began in India when the Government of India Act 1919[image: External link] failed to satisfy demand for independence.[156] Concerns over communist and foreign plots following the Ghadar Conspiracy[image: External link] ensured that war-time strictures were renewed by the Rowlatt Acts[image: External link]. This led to tension,[157] particularly in the Punjab region[image: External link], where repressive measures culminated in the Amritsar Massacre[image: External link]. In Britain public opinion was divided over the morality of the massacre, between those who saw it as having saved India from anarchy, and those who viewed it with revulsion.[157] The subsequent Non-Co-Operation movement[image: External link] was called off in March 1922 following the Chauri Chaura incident[image: External link], and discontent continued to simmer for the next 25 years.[158]

In 1922, Egypt, which had been declared a British protectorate[image: External link] at the outbreak of the First World War, was granted formal independence[image: External link], though it continued to be a British client state[image: External link] until 1954. British troops[image: External link] remained stationed in Egypt until the signing of the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty[image: External link] in 1936,[159] under which it was agreed that the troops would withdraw but continue to occupy and defend the Suez Canal[image: External link] zone. In return, Egypt was assisted in joining the League of Nations[image: External link].[160] Iraq[image: External link], a British mandate[image: External link] since 1920, also gained membership of the League in its own right after achieving independence from Britain in 1932.[161] In Palestine[image: External link], Britain was presented with the problem of mediating between the Arabs and increasing numbers of Jews. The 1917 Balfour Declaration[image: External link], which had been incorporated into the terms of the mandate, stated that a national home for the Jewish people would be established in Palestine, and Jewish immigration allowed up to a limit that would be determined by the mandatory power.[162] This led to increasing conflict with the Arab population, who openly revolted in 1936[image: External link]. As the threat of war with Germany increased during the 1930s, Britain judged the support of Arabs as more important than the establishment of a Jewish homeland, and shifted to a pro-Arab stance, limiting Jewish immigration and in turn triggering a Jewish insurgency[image: External link].[142]

The right of the Dominions to set their own foreign policy, independent of Britain, was recognised at the 1923 Imperial Conference[image: External link].[163] Britain's request for military assistance from the Dominions at the outbreak of the Chanak Crisis[image: External link] the previous year had been turned down by Canada and South Africa, and Canada had refused to be bound by the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne[image: External link].[164][165] After pressure from Ireland and South Africa, the 1926 Imperial Conference[image: External link] issued the Balfour Declaration of 1926[image: External link], declaring the Dominions to be "autonomous Communities within the British Empire, equal in status, in no way subordinate one to another" within a "British Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link]".[166] This declaration was given legal substance under the 1931 Statute of Westminster[image: External link].[135] The parliaments of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa, the Irish Free State and Newfoundland[image: External link] were now independent of British legislative control, they could nullify British laws[image: External link] and Britain could no longer pass laws for them without their consent.[167] Newfoundland reverted to colonial status in 1933, suffering from financial difficulties during the Great Depression.[168] The Irish Free State distanced itself further from the British state with the introduction of a new constitution[image: External link] in 1937, making it a republic in all but name.[169]
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 Second World War




Main article: British Empire in World War II[image: External link]


Britain's declaration of war against Nazi Germany[image: External link] in September 1939 included the Crown colonies[image: External link] and India but did not automatically commit the Dominions of Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Newfoundland and South Africa. All soon declared war on Germany, but the Irish Free State[image: External link] chose to remain legally neutral[image: External link] throughout the war[image: External link].[170]

After the German occupation of France[image: External link] in 1940, Britain and the empire stood alone against Germany, until the entry of the Soviet Union[image: External link] to the war in 1941. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill[image: External link] successfully lobbied President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] for military aid[image: External link] from the United States, but Roosevelt was not yet ready to ask Congress[image: External link] to commit the country to war.[171] In August 1941, Churchill and Roosevelt met and signed the Atlantic Charter[image: External link], which included the statement that "the rights of all peoples to choose the form of government[image: External link] under which they live" should be respected. This wording was ambiguous as to whether it referred to European countries invaded by Germany, or the peoples colonised by European nations, and would later be interpreted differently by the British, Americans, and nationalist movements.[172][173]

In December 1941, Japan[image: External link] launched, in quick succession, attacks on British Malaya[image: External link], the United States naval base at Pearl Harbor[image: External link], and Hong Kong[image: External link]. Churchill's reaction to the entry of the United States into the war was that Britain was now assured of victory and the future of the empire was safe,[174] but the manner in which British forces were rapidly defeated in the Far East irreversibly harmed Britain's standing and prestige as an imperial power.[175][176] Most damaging of all was the fall of Singapore[image: External link], which had previously been hailed as an impregnable fortress and the eastern equivalent of Gibraltar.[177] The realisation that Britain could not defend its entire empire pushed Australia and New Zealand, which now appeared threatened by Japanese forces, into closer ties with the United States. This resulted in the 1951 ANZUS Pact[image: External link] between Australia, New Zealand and the United States of America.[172]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Decolonisation and decline (1945–1997)




Though Britain and the empire emerged victorious from the Second World War[image: External link], the effects of the conflict were profound, both at home and abroad. Much of Europe, a continent that had dominated the world for several centuries, was in ruins, and host to the armies of the United States and the Soviet Union, who now held the balance of global power.[178] Britain was left essentially bankrupt, with insolvency only averted in 1946 after the negotiation of a $US 4.33 billion loan[image: External link] from the United States,[179] the last instalment of which was repaid in 2006.[180] At the same time, anti-colonial movements were on the rise in the colonies of European nations. The situation was complicated further by the increasing Cold War[image: External link] rivalry of the United States and the Soviet Union. In principle, both nations were opposed to European colonialism. In practice, however, American anti-communism[image: External link] prevailed over anti-imperialism[image: External link], and therefore the United States supported the continued existence of the British Empire to keep Communist expansion in check.[181] The "wind of change[image: External link]" ultimately meant that the British Empire's days were numbered, and on the whole, Britain adopted a policy of peaceful disengagement from its colonies once stable, non-Communist governments were available to transfer power to. This was in contrast to other European powers such as France and Portugal,[182] which waged costly and ultimately unsuccessful wars to keep their empires intact. Between 1945 and 1965, the number of people under British rule outside the UK itself fell from 700 million to five million, three million of whom were in Hong Kong.[183]
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 Initial disengagement




The pro-decolonisation Labour[image: External link] government, elected at the 1945 general election[image: External link] and led by Clement Attlee[image: External link], moved quickly to tackle the most pressing issue facing the empire: Indian independence[image: External link].[184] India's two major political parties—the Indian National Congress[image: External link] and the Muslim League[image: External link]—had been campaigning for independence for decades, but disagreed as to how it should be implemented. Congress favoured a unified secular Indian state, whereas the League, fearing domination by the Hindu majority, desired a separate Islamic state[image: External link] for Muslim-majority regions. Increasing civil unrest[image: External link] and the mutiny of[image: External link] the Royal Indian Navy[image: External link] during 1946 led Attlee to promise independence no later than June 30, 1948. When the urgency of the situation and risk of civil war became apparent, the newly appointed (and last) Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten[image: External link], hastily brought forward the date to 15 August 1947.[185] The borders drawn by the British to broadly partition India[image: External link] into Hindu and Muslim areas left tens of millions as minorities in the newly independent states of India and Pakistan.[186] Millions of Muslims subsequently crossed from India to Pakistan and Hindus vice versa, and violence between the two communities cost hundreds of thousands of lives. Burma, which had been administered as part of the British Raj[image: External link], and Sri Lanka[image: External link] gained their independence the following year in 1948. India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka became members of the Commonwealth[image: External link], while Burma chose not to join.[187]

The British mandate in Palestine[image: External link], where an Arab majority lived alongside a Jewish minority, presented the British with a similar problem to that of India.[188] The matter was complicated by large numbers of Jewish refugees[image: External link] seeking to be admitted to Palestine following the Holocaust[image: External link], while Arabs were opposed to the creation of a Jewish state. Frustrated by the intractability of the problem, attacks by Jewish paramilitary organisations and the increasing cost of maintaining its military presence, Britain announced in 1947 that it would withdraw in 1948 and leave the matter to the United Nations to solve.[189] The UN General Assembly[image: External link] subsequently voted for a plan to partition Palestine[image: External link] into a Jewish and an Arab state.

Following the defeat of Japan in the Second World War, anti-Japanese resistance movements[image: External link] in Malaya turned their attention towards the British, who had moved to quickly retake control of the colony, valuing it as a source of rubber and tin.[190] The fact that the guerrillas were primarily Malayan-Chinese Communists meant that the British attempt to quell the uprising was supported by the Muslim Malay majority, on the understanding that once the insurgency had been quelled, independence would be granted.[190] The Malayan Emergency[image: External link], as it was called, began in 1948 and lasted until 1960, but by 1957, Britain felt confident enough to grant independence to the Federation of Malaya[image: External link] within the Commonwealth. In 1963, the 11 states of the federation together with Singapore, Sarawak and North Borneo[image: External link] joined to form Malaysia[image: External link], but in 1965 Chinese-majority Singapore was expelled from the union following tensions between the Malay and Chinese populations.[191] Brunei[image: External link], which had been a British protectorate since 1888, declined to join the union[192] and maintained its status until independence in 1984.
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 Suez and its aftermath




Main article: Suez Crisis[image: External link]


In 1951, the Conservative Party[image: External link] returned to power in Britain, under the leadership of Winston Churchill[image: External link]. Churchill and the Conservatives believed that Britain's position as a world power relied on the continued existence of the empire, with the base at the Suez Canal[image: External link] allowing Britain to maintain its pre-eminent position in the Middle East in spite of the loss of India. However, Churchill could not ignore Gamal Abdul Nasser[image: External link]'s new revolutionary government of Egypt[image: External link] that had taken power in 1952[image: External link], and the following year it was agreed that British troops would withdraw from the Suez Canal zone and that Sudan[image: External link] would be granted self-determination by 1955, with independence to follow.[193] Sudan[image: External link] was granted independence on 1 January 1956.

In July 1956, Nasser unilaterally nationalised the Suez Canal. The response of Anthony Eden[image: External link], who had succeeded Churchill as Prime Minister, was to collude with France to engineer an Israeli attack on Egypt[image: External link] that would give Britain and France an excuse to intervene militarily and retake the canal.[194] Eden infuriated US President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], by his lack of consultation, and Eisenhower refused to back the invasion.[195] Another of Eisenhower's concerns was the possibility of a wider war with the Soviet Union[image: External link] after it threatened to intervene on the Egyptian side. Eisenhower applied financial leverage[image: External link] by threatening to sell US reserves of the British pound[image: External link] and thereby precipitate a collapse of the British currency.[196] Though the invasion force was militarily successful in its objectives,[197] UN intervention and US pressure forced Britain into a humiliating withdrawal of its forces, and Eden resigned.[198][199]

The Suez Crisis[image: External link] very publicly exposed Britain's limitations to the world and confirmed Britain's decline on the world stage, demonstrating that henceforth it could no longer act without at least the acquiescence, if not the full support, of the United States.[200][201][202] The events at Suez wounded British national pride[image: External link], leading one MP[image: External link] to describe it as "Britain's Waterloo[image: External link]"[203] and another to suggest that the country had become an "American satellite[image: External link]".[204] Margaret Thatcher[image: External link] later described the mindset she believed had befallen Britain's political leaders as "Suez syndrome" where they “went from believing that Britain could do anything to an almost neurotic belief that Britain could do nothing”,[205] from which Britain did not recover until the successful recapture of the Falkland Islands[image: External link] from Argentina in 1982.[206]

While the Suez Crisis caused British power in the Middle East to weaken, it did not collapse.[207] Britain again deployed its armed forces to the region, intervening in Oman[image: External link] ( 1957[image: External link]), Jordan[image: External link] ( 1958[image: External link]) and Kuwait[image: External link] ( 1961[image: External link]), though on these occasions with American approval,[208] as the new Prime Minister Harold Macmillan[image: External link]'s foreign policy was to remain firmly aligned with the United States.[203] Britain maintained a military presence in the Middle East for another decade. On 16 January 1968, a few weeks after the devaluation of the pound[image: External link], Prime Minister Harold Wilson[image: External link] and his Defence Secretary[image: External link] Denis Healey[image: External link] announced that British troops would be withdrawn from major military bases East of Suez[image: External link], which included the ones in the Middle East, and primarily from Malaysia[image: External link] and Singapore by the end of 1971, instead of 1975 as earlier planned.[209] By that time over 50,000 British military personnel were still stationed in the Far East, including 30,000 in Singapore.[210] The British withdrew from Aden[image: External link] in 1967, Bahrain[image: External link] in 1971, and Maldives in 1976.[211]
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Main article: Decolonisation of Africa[image: External link]


Macmillan gave a speech[image: External link] in Cape Town[image: External link], South Africa in February 1960 where he spoke of "the wind of change blowing through this continent".[212] Macmillan wished to avoid the same kind of colonial war[image: External link] that France was fighting in Algeria[image: External link], and under his premiership decolonisation proceeded rapidly.[213] To the three colonies that had been granted independence in the 1950s— Sudan[image: External link], the Gold Coast[image: External link] and Malaya[image: External link]—were added nearly ten times that number during the 1960s.[214]

Britain's remaining colonies in Africa, except for self-governing[image: External link] Southern Rhodesia[image: External link], were all granted independence by 1968. British withdrawal from the southern and eastern parts of Africa was not a peaceful process. Kenyan independence was preceded by the eight-year Mau Mau Uprising[image: External link]. In Rhodesia[image: External link], the 1965 Unilateral Declaration of Independence[image: External link] by the white minority resulted in a civil war[image: External link] that lasted until the Lancaster House Agreement[image: External link] of 1979, which set the terms for recognised independence in 1980, as the new nation of Zimbabwe.[215]

In the Mediterranean, a guerrilla war waged by Greek Cypriots[image: External link] ended in 1960 leading to an independent Cyprus, with the UK retaining the military bases[image: External link] of Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link]. The Mediterranean islands[image: External link] of Malta[image: External link] and Gozo[image: External link] were amicably granted independence from the UK in 1964 and became the country of Malta, though the idea had been raised in 1955 of integration with Britain[image: External link].[216]

Most of the UK's Caribbean[image: External link] territories achieved independence after the departure in 1961 and 1962 of Jamaica and Trinidad[image: External link] from the West Indies Federation[image: External link], established in 1958 in an attempt to unite the British Caribbean colonies under one government, but which collapsed following the loss of its two largest members.[217] Barbados[image: External link] achieved independence in 1966 and the remainder of the eastern Caribbean islands in the 1970s and 1980s,[217] but Anguilla and the Turks and Caicos Islands opted to revert to British rule after they had already started on the path to independence.[218] The British Virgin Islands,[219] Cayman Islands and Montserrat opted to retain ties with Britain,[220] while Guyana achieved independence in 1966. Britain's last colony on the American mainland, British Honduras[image: External link], became a self-governing colony[image: External link] in 1964 and was renamed Belize in 1973, achieving full independence in 1981. A dispute with Guatemala[image: External link] over claims to Belize was left unresolved.[221]

British territories in the Pacific acquired independence in the 1970s beginning with Fiji[image: External link] in 1970 and ending with Vanuatu in 1980. Vanuatu's independence was delayed because of political conflict between English and French-speaking communities, as the islands had been jointly administered as a condominium[image: External link] with France.[222] Fiji, Tuvalu, the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea chose to become Commonwealth realms[image: External link].
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See also: Falklands War[image: External link] and Transfer of sovereignty over Hong Kong[image: External link]


In 1980, Southern Rhodesia[image: External link], Britain's last African colony, became the independent nation of Zimbabwe. The New Hebrides[image: External link] achieved independence (as Vanuatu) in 1980, with Belize following suit in 1981. The passage of the British Nationality Act 1981[image: External link], which reclassified the remaining Crown colonies as "British Dependent Territories" (renamed British Overseas Territories[image: External link] in 2002)[223] meant that, aside from a scattering of islands and outposts the process of decolonisation that had begun after the Second World War was largely complete. In 1982, Britain's resolve in defending its remaining overseas territories was tested when Argentina invaded[image: External link] the Falkland Islands[image: External link], acting on a long-standing claim that dated back to the Spanish Empire[image: External link].[224] Britain's ultimately successful military response to retake the islands during the ensuing Falklands War[image: External link] was viewed by many to have contributed to reversing the downward trend in Britain's status as a world power.[225] The same year, the Canadian government severed its last legal link with Britain by patriating[image: External link] the Canadian constitution from Britain. The 1982 Canada Act[image: External link] passed by the British parliament[image: External link] ended the need for British involvement in changes to the Canadian constitution.[19] Similarly, the Constitution Act 1986[image: External link] reformed the constitution of New Zealand to sever its constitutional link with Britain, and the Australia Act 1986[image: External link] severed the constitutional link between Britain and the Australian states.[226] In 1984, Brunei[image: External link], Britain's last remaining Asian protectorate, gained its independence.

In September 1982 the Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher[image: External link], travelled to Beijing to negotiate with the Chinese government, on the future of Britain's last major and most populous overseas territory, Hong Kong.[227] Under the terms of the 1842 Treaty of Nanking[image: External link], Hong Kong Island[image: External link] itself had been ceded to Britain in perpetuity, but the vast majority of the colony was constituted by the New Territories[image: External link], which had been acquired under a 99-year lease in 1898[image: External link], due to expire in 1997.[228][229] Thatcher, seeing parallels with the Falkland Islands, initially wished to hold Hong Kong and proposed British administration with Chinese sovereignty, though this was rejected by China.[230] A deal was reached in 1984—under the terms of the Sino-British Joint Declaration[image: External link], Hong Kong would become a special administrative region of the People's Republic of China[image: External link], maintaining its way of life for at least 50 years.[231] The handover ceremony[image: External link] in 1997 marked for many,[17] including Charles, Prince of Wales[image: External link],[18] who was in attendance, "the end of Empire".[19][20]
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Britain retains sovereignty over 14 territories outside the British Isles, which were renamed the British Overseas Territories[image: External link] in 2002.[232] Some are uninhabited except for transient military or scientific personnel; the remainder are self-governing to varying degrees and are reliant on the UK for foreign relations[image: External link] and defence. The British government has stated its willingness to assist any Overseas Territory that wishes to proceed to independence, where that is an option,[233] and three territories have specifically voted to remain under British sovereignty (Bermuda in 1995[image: External link], Gibraltar[image: External link] in 2002[image: External link] and the Falkland Islands[image: External link] in 2013[image: External link]).[234]

British sovereignty of several of the overseas territories is disputed by their geographical neighbours: Gibraltar[image: External link] is claimed by Spain, the Falkland Islands[image: External link] and South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands[image: External link] are claimed by Argentina, and the British Indian Ocean Territory[image: External link] is claimed by Mauritius and Seychelles.[235] The British Antarctic Territory[image: External link] is subject to overlapping claims by Argentina and Chile, while many countries do not recognise any territorial claims in Antarctica.[236]

Most former British colonies and protectorates are among the 52 member states of the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link], a non-political, voluntary association[image: External link] of equal members, comprising a population of around 2.2 billion people.[237] Sixteen Commonwealth realms[image: External link] voluntarily continue to share the British monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, as their head of state. These sixteen nations are distinct and equal legal entities – the United Kingdom[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], Papua New Guinea[image: External link], Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link], The Bahamas[image: External link], Barbados[image: External link], Belize[image: External link], Grenada[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link], Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link], Saint Lucia[image: External link], Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link], Solomon Islands[image: External link] and Tuvalu[image: External link].[238]

Decades, and in some cases centuries, of British rule and emigration have left their mark on the independent nations that arose from the British Empire. The empire established the use of English in regions around the world. Today it is the primary language of up to 400 million people and is spoken by about one and a half billion as a first, second or foreign language.[239]

The spread of English from the latter half of the 20th century has been helped in part by the cultural and economic influence of the United States, itself originally formed from British colonies. Except in Africa where nearly all the former colonies have adopted the presidential system[image: External link], the English parliamentary system[image: External link] has served as the template for the governments for many former colonies, and English common law[image: External link] for legal systems.[240]

The British Judicial Committee of the Privy Council[image: External link] still serves as the highest court of appeal for several former colonies in the Caribbean and Pacific. British Protestant[image: External link] missionaries[image: External link] who travelled around the globe often in advance of soldiers and civil servants spread the Anglican Communion[image: External link] to all continents. British colonial architecture, such as in churches, railway stations and government buildings, can be seen in many cities that were once part of the British Empire.[241]

Individual and team sports developed in Britain — particularly golf[image: External link], football[image: External link], cricket[image: External link], rugby[image: External link], netball[image: External link], lawn bowls[image: External link], hockey[image: External link] and lawn tennis[image: External link] — were also exported.[242] The British choice of system of measurement, the imperial system[image: External link], continues to be used in some countries in various ways. The convention of driving on the left hand side of the road[image: External link] has been retained in much of the former empire.[243]

Political boundaries drawn by the British did not always reflect homogeneous ethnicities or religions, contributing to conflicts in formerly colonised areas. The British Empire was also responsible for large migrations of peoples. Millions left the British Isles, with the founding settler populations of the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand coming mainly from Britain and Ireland. Tensions remain between the white settler populations of these countries and their indigenous minorities, and between white settler minorities and indigenous majorities in South Africa and Zimbabwe. Settlers in Ireland[image: External link] from Great Britain have left their mark in the form of divided nationalist[image: External link] and unionist[image: External link] communities in Northern Ireland[image: External link]. Millions of people moved to and from British colonies, with large numbers of Indians[image: External link] emigrating to other parts of the empire, such as Malaysia[image: External link] and Fiji[image: External link], and Chinese people to Malaysia, Singapore and the Caribbean.[244] The demographics of Britain itself was changed after the Second World War owing to immigration to Britain[image: External link] from its former colonies.[245]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	All-Red Route[image: External link]

	British Empire Exhibition[image: External link]

	British Empire in fiction[image: External link]

	Colonial Office[image: External link]

	Crown Colonies[image: External link]

	Historical flags of the British Empire[image: External link]

	Foreign relations of the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	History of the foreign relations of the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Government Houses of the British Empire and Commonwealth[image: External link]

	Historiography of the British Empire[image: External link]

	History of capitalism[image: External link]

	Indirect rule[image: External link]

	List of British Empire-related topics[image: External link]

	Order of the British Empire[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Ferguson 2004b.


	
^ Maddison 2001, pp. 97 "The total population of the Empire was 412 million [in 1913]", 241 "[World population in 1913 (in thousands):] 1 791 020".


	
^ Rein Taagepera[image: External link] (September 1997). "Expansion and Contraction Patterns of Large Polities: Context for Russia". International Studies Quarterly[image: External link]. 41 (3): 502. JSTOR[image: External link]  2600793[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1111/0020-8833.00053[image: External link].


	
^ "The World Factbook — Central Intelligence Agency"[image: External link]. www.cia.gov. Retrieved 10 September 2016. land: 148.94 million sq km


	
^ Russo 2012, p. 15 chapter 1 'Great Expectations': "The dramatic rise in Spanish fortunes sparked both envy and fear among northern, mostly Protestant, Europeans.".


	
^ a b c Ferguson 2004b, p. 3.


	
^ Tellier, L.-N. (2009). Urban World History: an Economic and Geographical Perspective. Quebec: PUQ. p. 463. ISBN[image: External link] 2-7605-1588-5[image: External link].


	
^ Johnston, pp. 508–10.


	
^ a b Porter, p. 332.


	
^ Sondhaus, L. (2004). Navies in Modern World History. London: Reaktion Books. p. 9. ISBN[image: External link] 1-86189-202-0[image: External link].


	
^ Porter, Andrew (1998). The Nineteenth Century, The Oxford History of the British Empire Volume III[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. p. 332. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-924678-5[image: External link].


	
^ "The Workshop of the World"[image: External link]. BBC History. Retrieved 28 April 2013.


	
^ Porter, Andrew (1998). The Nineteenth Century, The Oxford History of the British Empire Volume III[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. p. 8. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-924678-5[image: External link].


	
^ Marshall, P.J. (1996). The Cambridge Illustrated History of the British Empire[image: External link]. Cambridge University Press. pp. 156–57. ISBN[image: External link]  0-521-00254-0[image: External link].


	
^ Tompson, Richard S. (2003). Great Britain: a reference guide from the Renaissance to the present[image: External link]. New York: Facts on File. p. 63. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8160-4474-0[image: External link].


	
^ Hosch, William L. (2009). World War I: People, Politics, and Power. America at War. New York: Britannica Educational Publishing. p. 21. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-61530-048-8[image: External link].


	
^ a b Brendon[image: External link], p. 660.


	
^ a b "Charles' diary lays thoughts bare"[image: External link]. BBC News. 22 February 2006. Retrieved 13 December 2008.


	
^ a b c Brown, p. 594.


	
^ a b "Britain, the Commonwealth and the End of Empire"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved 13 December 2008.


	
^ Andrews 1985, p. 45.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 4.


	
^ Canny, p. 35.


	
^ Thomas, pp. 155–58


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 7.


	
^ Canny, p. 62.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 4–8.


	
^ Canny, p. 7.


	
^ Kenny, p. 5.


	
^ Taylor, pp. 119,123.


	
^ Andrews, p. 187.


	
^ Andrews, p. 188.


	
^ Canny, p. 63.


	
^ Canny, pp. 63–64.


	
^ Canny, p. 70.


	
^ Canny, p. 34.


	
^ James, p. 17.


	
^ Canny, p. 71.


	
^ Canny, p. 221.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 22–23.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 32.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 33, 43.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 15–20.


	
^ Andrews, pp. 316, 324–26.


	
^ Andrews, pp. 20–22.


	
^ James, p. 8.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 40.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, pp. 72–73.


	
^ a b Buckner[image: External link], p. 25.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 37.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 62.


	
^ Canny, p. 228.


	
^ Marshall, pp. 440–64.


	
^ Magnusson, p. 531.


	
^ Macaulay, p. 509.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 13.


	
^ a b Ferguson 2004b, p. 19.


	
^ Canny, p. 441.


	
^ Pagden, p. 90.


	
^ a b Shennan, pp. 11–17.


	
^ James, p. 58.


	
^ Smith, p. 17.


	
^ Bandyopādhyāẏa, pp. 49–52


	
^ Smith, pp. 18–19.


	
^ a b Pagden, p. 91.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 84.


	
^ Marshall, pp. 312–23.


	
^ Canny, p. 92.


	
^ James, p. 120.


	
^ James, p. 119.


	
^ Marshall, p. 585.


	
^ Zolberg, p. 496.


	
^ Games, pp. 46–48.


	
^ Kelley & Trebilcock, p. 43.


	
^ Smith, p. 28.


	
^ Latimer, pp. 8, 30–34, 389–92.


	
^ Marshall, pp. 388.


	
^ Smith, p. 20.


	
^ Smith, pp. 20–21.


	
^ Mulligan & Hill, pp. 20–23.


	
^ Peters, pp. 5–23.


	
^ James, p. 142.


	
^ Britain and the Dominions, p. 159.


	
^ Fieldhouse, pp. 145–49


	
^ Cervero, Robert B. (1998). The Transit Metropolis: A Global Inquiry. Chicago: Island Press. p. 320. ISBN[image: External link]  1-55963-591-6[image: External link].


	
^ Statesmen's Year Book 1889


	
^ Smith, p. 45.


	
^ "Waitangi Day"[image: External link]. History Group, New Zealand Ministry for Culture and Heritage. Retrieved 13 December 2008.


	
^ Porter, p. 579.


	
^ Mein Smith, p. 49.


	
^ James, p. 152.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 115–118.


	
^ James, p. 165.


	
^ "Why was Slavery finally abolished in the British Empire?"[image: External link]. The Abolition Project. Retrieved 31 December 2016.


	
^ Porter, p. 14.


	
^ Hinks, p. 129.


	
^ Hyam, p. 1.


	
^ Smith, p. 71.


	
^ Parsons, p. 3.


	
^ a b Porter, p. 401.


	
^ Lee 1994, pp. 254–57.


	
^ Porter, p. 8.


	
^ Marshall, pp. 156–57.


	
^ Dalziel, pp. 88–91.


	
^ Mori, p. 178.


	
^ Martin, pp. 146–48.


	
^ Janin, p. 28.


	
^ Keay, p. 393


	
^ Parsons, pp. 44–46.


	
^ Smith, pp. 50–57.


	
^ Brown, p. 5.


	
^ Marshall, pp. 133–34.


	
^ Hopkirk, pp. 1–12.


	
^ James, p. 181.


	
^ a b c James, p. 182.


	
^ Royle, preface.


	
^ Williams, Beryl J. (1966). "The Strategic Background to the Anglo-Russian Entente of August 1907". The Historical Journal. 9 (3): 360–73. JSTOR[image: External link]  2637986[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1017/S0018246X00026698[image: External link].


	
^ Hodge, p. 47.


	
^ Smith, p. 85.


	
^ Smith, pp. 85–86.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 168, 186, 243.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 255.


	
^ Tilby, p. 256.


	
^ Roger 1986, p. 718.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, pp. 230–33.


	
^ James, p. 274.


	
^ "Treaties"[image: External link]. Egypt Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 15 September 2010. Retrieved 20 October 2010.


	
^ Herbst, pp. 71–72.


	
^ Vandervort, pp. 169–83.


	
^ James, p. 298.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 215.


	
^ Smith, pp. 28–29.


	
^ Porter, p. 187


	
^ Smith, p. 30.


	
^ a b Rhodes, Wanna & Weller, pp. 5–15.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 213


	
^ a b James, p. 315.


	
^ Smith, p. 92.


	
^ O'Brien, p. 1.


	
^ Brown, p. 667.


	
^ Lloyd, p. 275.


	
^ a b Brown, pp. 494–95.


	
^ Marshall, pp. 78–79.


	
^ Lloyd, p. 277.


	
^ Lloyd, p. 278.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 315.


	
^ Fox, pp. 23–29, 35, 60.


	
^ Goldstein, p. 4.


	
^ Louis, p. 302.


	
^ Louis, p. 294.


	
^ Louis, p. 303.


	
^ Lee 1996, p. 305.


	
^ Brown, p. 143.


	
^ Smith, p. 95.


	
^ Magee, p. 108.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 330.


	
^ a b James, p. 416.


	
^ Low, D.A. (February 1966). "The Government of India and the First Non-Cooperation Movement – 1920–1922". The Journal of Asian Studies. 25 (2): 241–59. doi[image: External link]: 10.2307/2051326[image: External link].


	
^ Smith, p. 104.


	
^ Brown, p. 292.


	
^ Smith, p. 101.


	
^ Louis, p. 271.


	
^ McIntyre, p. 187.


	
^ Brown, p. 68.


	
^ McIntyre, p. 186.


	
^ Brown, p. 69.


	
^ Turpin & Tomkins, p. 48.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 300.


	
^ Kenny, p. 21.


	
^ Lloyd, pp. 313–14.


	
^ Gilbert[image: External link], p. 234.


	
^ a b Lloyd, p. 316.


	
^ James, p. 513.


	
^ Gilbert, p. 244.


	
^ Louis, p. 337.


	
^ Brown, p. 319.


	
^ James, p. 460.


	
^ Abernethy, p. 146.


	
^ Brown, p. 331.


	
^ "What's a little debt between friends?"[image: External link]. BBC News. 10 May 2006. Retrieved 20 November 2008.


	
^ Levine, p. 193.


	
^ Abernethy, p. 148.


	
^ Brown, p. 330.


	
^ Lloyd, p. 322.


	
^ Smith, p. 67.


	
^ Lloyd, p. 325.


	
^ McIntyre, pp. 355–356.


	
^ Lloyd, p. 327.


	
^ Lloyd, p. 328.


	
^ a b Lloyd[image: External link], p. 335.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 364.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 396.


	
^ Brown, pp. 339–40.


	
^ James, p. 581.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 355.


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 356.


	
^ James, p. 583.


	
^ Combs, pp. 161–63.


	
^ "Suez Crisis: Key players"[image: External link]. BBC News. 21 July 2006. Retrieved 19 October 2010.


	
^ Brown, p. 342.


	
^ Smith, p. 105.


	
^ Burk, p. 602.


	
^ a b Brown, p. 343.


	
^ James, p. 585.


	
^ Thatcher.


	
^ "An affair to remember"[image: External link]. The Economist. ISSN[image: External link]  0013-0613[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-06-25.


	
^ Smith, p. 106.


	
^ James, p. 586.


	
^ Pham 2010


	
^ Melvin Gurtov, Southeast Asia tomorrow, Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1970, p. 42


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 370–71.


	
^ James, p. 616.


	
^ Louis, p. 46.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 427–33.


	
^ James, pp. 618–21.


	
^ Springhall, pp. 100–02.


	
^ a b Knight & Palmer, pp. 14–15.


	
^ Clegg, p. 128.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], p. 428.


	
^ James, p. 622.


	
^ Lloyd[image: External link], pp. 401, 427–29.


	
^ Macdonald, pp. 171–91.


	
^ "British Overseas Territories Act 2002"[image: External link]. legislation.gov.uk. Retrieved 2016-02-12.


	
^ James, pp. 624–25.


	
^ James, p. 629.


	
^ Brown, p. 689.


	
^ Brendon[image: External link], p. 654.


	
^ Joseph, p. 355.


	
^ Rothermund, p. 100.


	
^ Brendon[image: External link], pp. 654–55.


	
^ Brendon[image: External link], p. 656.


	
^ House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee Overseas Territories Report, pp. 145–47


	
^ House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee Overseas Territories Report, pp. 146,153


	
^ Davison, Phil (18 August 1995). "Bermudians vote to stay British"[image: External link]. The Independent[image: External link]. London. Retrieved 11 September 2012.


	
^ "British Indian Ocean Territory"[image: External link]. The World Factbook. CIA. Retrieved 13 December 2008.


	
^ House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee Overseas Territories Report, p. 136


	
^ The Commonwealth – About Us[image: External link]; Online September 2014


	
^ "Head of the Commonwealth"[image: External link]. Commonwealth Secretariat. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 6 July 2010. Retrieved 9 October 2010.


	
^ Hogg, p. 424 chapter 9 English Worldwide by David Crystal[image: External link]: "approximately one in four of the worlds population are capable of communicating to a useful level in English".


	
^ Ferguson 2004b, p. 307.


	
^ Marshall, pp. 238–40.


	
^ Torkildsen, p. 347.


	
^ Parsons, p. 1.


	
^ Marshall, p. 286.


	
^ Dalziel, p. 135.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading






	Abernethy, David (2000). The Dynamics of Global Dominance, European Overseas Empires 1415–1980[image: External link]. Yale University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-300-09314-4[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Andrews, Kenneth (1984). Trade, Plunder and Settlement: Maritime Enterprise and the Genesis of the British Empire, 1480–1630[image: External link]. Cambridge University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-521-27698-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Bandyopādhyāẏa, Śekhara (2004). From Plassey to partition: a history of modern India. Orient Longman. ISBN[image: External link]  81-250-2596-0[image: External link].

	Brendon, Piers[image: External link] (2007). The Decline and Fall of the British Empire, 1781–1997. Random House. ISBN[image: External link]  0-224-06222-0[image: External link].

	Brock, W.R. (n.d.). Britain and the Dominions[image: External link]. Cambridge University Press.

	Brown, Judith (1998). The Twentieth Century, The Oxford History of the British Empire Volume IV[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-924679-3[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Louis, Roger (1986). The British Empire in the Middle East, 1945–1951: Arab Nationalism, the United States, and Postwar Imperialism[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. p. 820. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-822960-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 24 August 2012.

	Buckner, Phillip (2008). Canada and the British Empire[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-927164-1[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Burk, Kathleen (2008). Old World, New World: Great Britain and America from the Beginning[image: External link]. Atlantic Monthly Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-87113-971-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 January 2012.

	Canny, Nicholas (1998). The Origins of Empire, The Oxford History of the British Empire Volume I[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-924676-9[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Clegg, Peter (2005). "The UK Caribbean Overseas Territories". In de Jong, Lammert; Kruijt, Dirk. Extended Statehood in the Caribbean. Rozenberg Publishers. ISBN[image: External link]  90-5170-686-3[image: External link].

	Combs, Jerald A. (2008). The History of American Foreign Policy: From 1895. M.E. Sharpe. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7656-2056-9[image: External link].

	Dalziel, Nigel (2006). The Penguin Historical Atlas of the British Empire[image: External link]. Penguin. ISBN[image: External link]  0-14-101844-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	David, Saul[image: External link] (2003). The Indian Mutiny[image: External link]. Penguin. ISBN[image: External link]  0-670-91137-2[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Elkins, Caroline (2005). Imperial Reckoning: The Untold Story of Britain's Gulag in Kenya. New York: Owl Books. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8050-8001-8[image: External link].

	Ferguson, Niall[image: External link] (2004a). Colossus: The Price of America's Empire. London: Penguin. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-59420-013-7[image: External link].

	Ferguson, Niall[image: External link] (2004b). Empire: The Rise and Demise of the British World Order and the Lessons for Global Power. New York: Basic Books. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-465-02329-5[image: External link].

	Fieldhouse, David Kenneth (1999). The West and the Third World: trade, colonialism, dependence, and development. Blackwell Publishing. ISBN[image: External link]  0-631-19439-8[image: External link].

	Fox, Gregory H. (2008). Humanitarian Occupation. Cambridge University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-521-85600-3[image: External link].

	Games, Alison (2002). Armitage, David; Braddick, Michael J[image: External link], eds. The British Atlantic world, 1500–1800. Palgrave Macmillan. ISBN[image: External link]  0-333-96341-5[image: External link].

	Gapes, Mike (2008). HC Paper 147-II House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee: Overseas Territories, Volume II[image: External link]. The Stationery Office. ISBN[image: External link]  0-215-52150-1[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Gilbert, Sir Martin[image: External link] (2005). Churchill and America[image: External link]. Simon and Schuster. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7432-9122-0[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Goldstein, Erik (1994). The Washington Conference, 1921–22: Naval Rivalry, East Asian Stability and the Road to Pearl Harbor[image: External link]. Routledge. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7146-4559-1[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Goodlad, Graham David (2000). British foreign and imperial policy, 1865–1919[image: External link]. Psychology Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-415-20338-4[image: External link]. Retrieved 18 September 2010.

	Herbst, Jeffrey Ira[image: External link] (2000). States and power in Africa: comparative lessons in authority and control. Princeton University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-691-01028-5[image: External link].

	Hinks, Peter (2007). Encyclopedia of antislavery and abolition[image: External link]. Greenwood Publishing Group. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-313-33143-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 1 August 2010.

	Hodge, Carl Cavanagh (2007). Encyclopedia of the Age of Imperialism, 1800–1914[image: External link]. Greenwood Publishing Group. ISBN[image: External link]  0-313-33404-8[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Hogg, Richard (2008). A History of the English Language[image: External link]. Cambridge University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-521-66227-7[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 April 2010.

	Hopkirk, Peter[image: External link] (2002). The Great Game: The Struggle for Empire in Central Asia[image: External link]. Kodansha International[image: External link]. ISBN[image: External link]  4-7700-1703-0[image: External link].

	Hollowell, Jonathan (1992). Britain Since 1945[image: External link]. Blackwell Publishing. ISBN[image: External link]  0-631-20968-9[image: External link].

	Hyam, Ronald (2002). Britain's Imperial Century, 1815–1914: A Study of Empire and Expansion[image: External link]. Palgrave Macmillan. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7134-3089-9[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	James, Lawrence[image: External link] (2001). The Rise and Fall of the British Empire[image: External link]. Abacus. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-312-16985-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Janin, Hunt (1999). The India–China opium trade in the nineteenth century. McFarland. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7864-0715-8[image: External link].

	Joseph, William A. (2010). Politics in China. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-533530-9[image: External link].

	Keay, John (1991). The Honourable Company. Macmillan Publishing Company.

	Kelley, Ninette; Trebilcock, Michael (2010). The Making of the Mosaic (2nd ed.). University of Toronto Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8020-9536-7[image: External link].

	Kenny, Kevin (2006). Ireland and the British Empire[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-925184-3[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Knight, Franklin W.; Palmer, Colin A. (1989). The Modern Caribbean. University of North Carolina Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8078-1825-9[image: External link].

	Latimer, Jon[image: External link] (2007). War with America[image: External link]. Harvard University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-674-02584-9[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Lee, Stephen J. (1994). Aspects of British political history, 1815–1914. Routledge. ISBN[image: External link]  0-415-09006-7[image: External link].

	Lee, Stephen J. (1996). Aspects of British political history, 1914–1995. Routledge. ISBN[image: External link]  0-415-13102-2[image: External link].

	Levine, Philippa (2007). The British Empire: Sunrise to Sunset[image: External link]. Pearson Education Limited. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-582-47281-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 19 August 2010.

	Lloyd, Trevor Owen (1996). The British Empire 1558–1995[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-873134-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Louis, Wm. Roger (2006). Ends of British Imperialism: The Scramble for Empire, Suez and Decolonization[image: External link]. I. B. Tauris. ISBN[image: External link]  1-84511-347-0[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Macaulay, Thomas[image: External link] (1848). The History of England from the Accession of James the Second[image: External link]. Penguin. ISBN[image: External link]  0-14-043133-0[image: External link].

	Macdonald, Barrie (1994). "Britain". In Howe, K.R.; Kiste, Robert C.; Lal, Brij V. Tides of history: the Pacific Islands in the twentieth century. University of Hawaii Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8248-1597-1[image: External link].

	McIntyre, W. Donald (1977). The Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link]. University of Minnesota Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8166-0792-3[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	McLean, Iain (2001). Rational Choice and British Politics: An Analysis of Rhetoric and Manipulation from Peel to Blair[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-829529-4[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Maddison, Angus (2001). The World Economy: A Millennial Perspective[image: External link] (PDF). Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. ISBN[image: External link]  92-64-18608-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Magee, John (1974). Northern Ireland: Crisis and Conflict[image: External link]. Taylor & Francis. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7100-7947-8[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Magnusson, Magnus[image: External link] (2003). Scotland: The Story of a Nation[image: External link]. Grove Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8021-3932-9[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Marshall, PJ (1998). The Eighteenth Century, The Oxford History of the British Empire Volume II[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-924677-7[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Marshall, PJ (1996). The Cambridge Illustrated History of the British Empire[image: External link]. Cambridge University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-521-00254-0[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Martin, Laura C (2007). Tea: the drink that changed the world. Tuttle Publishing. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8048-3724-4[image: External link].

	Mein Smith, Philippa (2005). A Concise History of New Zealand[image: External link]. Cambridge University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-521-54228-6[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Mulligan, Martin; Hill, Stuart (2001). Ecological pioneers. Cambridge University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-521-81103-1[image: External link].

	Mori, Jennifer (2014). Britain in the Age of the French Revolution: 1785 - 1820. Routledge. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-317-89189-5[image: External link].

	O'Brien, Phillips Payson (2004). The Anglo–Japanese Alliance, 1902–1922[image: External link]. Routledge. ISBN[image: External link]  0-415-32611-7[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Pagden, Anthony[image: External link] (2003). Peoples and Empires: A Short History of European Migration, Exploration, and Conquest, from Greece to the Present[image: External link]. Modern Library. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8129-6761-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Parsons, Timothy H (1999). The British Imperial Century, 1815–1914: A World History Perspective[image: External link]. Rowman & Littlefield. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8476-8825-9[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Peters, Nonja (2006). The Dutch down under, 1606–2006. University of Western Australia Press. ISBN[image: External link]  1-920694-75-7[image: External link].

	Pham, P.L. (2010). Ending 'East of Suez': The British Decision to Withdraw from Malaysia and Singapore, 1964–1968[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-958036-1[image: External link]. Retrieved 24 August 2012.

	Porter, Andrew (1998). The Nineteenth Century, The Oxford History of the British Empire Volume III[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-924678-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Rhodes, R.A.W.; Wanna, John; Weller, Patrick (2009). Comparing Westminster. Oxford University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-956349-4[image: External link].

	Rothermund, Dietmar (2006). The Routledge companion to decolonization. Routledge. ISBN[image: External link]  0-415-35632-6[image: External link].

	Russo, Jean (2012). Planting an Empire: The Early Chesapeake in British North America. JHU Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-42-140694-7[image: External link].

	Royle, Trevor (2000). Crimea: The Great Crimean War, 1854–1856[image: External link]. Palgrave Macmillan. ISBN[image: External link]  1-4039-6416-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Shennan, J.H (1995). International relations in Europe, 1689–1789. Routledge. ISBN[image: External link]  0-415-07780-X[image: External link].

	Smith, Simon (1998). British Imperialism 1750–1970[image: External link]. Cambridge University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-3-12-580640-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Springhall, John (2001). Decolonization since 1945: the collapse of European overseas empires. Palgrave. ISBN[image: External link]  0-333-74600-7[image: External link].

	Taylor, Alan[image: External link] (2001). American Colonies, The Settling of North America[image: External link]. Penguin. ISBN[image: External link]  0-14-200210-0[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Thatcher, Margaret[image: External link] (1993). The Downing Street Years[image: External link]. Harper Collins. ISBN[image: External link]  0-06-017056-5[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Thomas, Hugh[image: External link] (1997). The Slave Trade: The History of The Atlantic Slave Trade[image: External link]. Picador, Phoenix/Orion. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7538-2056-0[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 July 2009.

	Tilby, A. Wyatt[image: External link] (2009). British India 1600–1828. BiblioLife. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-113-14290-0[image: External link].

	Torkildsen, George (2005). Leisure and recreation management. Routledge. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-415-30995-0[image: External link].

	Turpin, Colin; Tomkins, Adam (2007). British government and the constitution (6th ed.). Cambridge University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-521-69029-4[image: External link].

	Vandervort, Bruce (1998). Wars of imperial conquest in Africa, 1830–1914. University College London Press. ISBN[image: External link]  1-85728-486-0[image: External link].

	Zolberg, Aristide R (2006). A nation by design: immigration policy in the fashioning of America. Russell Sage. ISBN[image: External link]  0-674-02218-1[image: External link].













[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
British Empire[image: External link] on In Our Time[image: External link] at the BBC[image: External link].

	The British Empire. An Internet Gateway[image: External link]

	The British Empire[image: External link]

	The British Empire audio resources at TheEnglishCollection.com[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	British Empire[image: External link]

	Former empires[image: External link]

	Imperialism[image: External link]

	Victorian era[image: External link]

	1583 establishments in the British Empire[image: External link]

	States and territories established in 1583[image: External link]

	States and territories disestablished in 1997[image: External link]

	Overseas empires[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 9 June 2017, at 10:05.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article British Empire: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=British_Empire [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Names

	2 History

	3 Government

	4 Society

	5 Economy

	6 Arts and culture

	7 See also

	8 Notes

	9 References

	10 Further reading

	11 External links





Qing Dynasty






Not to be confused with the Qin dynasty[image: External link], the first dynasty of Imperial China.

"Qing" redirects here. For other uses, see Qing (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Great Qing



	
大清

ᡩᠠᡳᠴᡳᠩ

ᡤᡠᡵᡠᠨ




	


	
	1644–1912
	








	
Flag (1889–1912)[image: External link]

Imperial Seal





	
Anthem

《鞏金甌》

"Gong Jin'ou[image: External link]"

("Cup of Solid Gold")







	


Qing empire, 1765





	Capital
	
Beijing[image: External link] (Shuntian Prefecture[image: External link])



	Languages
	
Mandarin[image: External link], Manchu[image: External link], Mongolian[image: External link], Tibetan[image: External link], Turki (Modern Uighur[image: External link]),[1] numerous regional languages and varieties of Chinese[image: External link]




	Religion
	
Heaven worship[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Chinese folk religion[image: External link], Confucianism[image: External link], Taoism[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], Shamanism[image: External link], others[image: External link]




	Government
	Monarchy[image: External link]



	Emperor[image: External link]
	



	 • 
	1644–1661
	
Shunzhi[image: External link] (first)




	 • 
	1908–1912
	
Puyi[image: External link] (last)




	Regent[image: External link]
	



	 • 
	1908–12
	Zaifeng[image: External link]



	Prime Minister[image: External link]
	



	 • 
	1911
	Yikuang[image: External link]



	 • 
	1911–12
	Yuan Shikai[image: External link]



	Historical era
	Imperial era[image: External link]



	 • 
	Establishment of Great Qing
	15 May 1636



	 • 
	Qing conquest of the Ming[image: External link]
	1644



	 • 
	First Opium War[image: External link]
	1839–42



	 • 
	Second Opium War[image: External link]
	1856–60



	 • 
	Sino-Japanese War[image: External link]
	1 August 1894 – 17 April 1895



	 • 
	Xinhai Revolution[image: External link]
	10 October 1911



	 • 
	Abdication of Puyi[image: External link]
	12 February 1912



	Area[image: External link]



	 • 
	1790[2]

	13,100,000 km2 (5,100,000 sq mi)



	 • 
	1880[2]

	11,500,000 km2 (4,400,000 sq mi)



	Population



	 • 
	1740 est.
	140,000,000 



	 • 
	1776 est.
	268,238,000 



	 • 
	1790 est.
	301,000,000 



	Currency
	
Cash[image: External link] (wén)
Tael[image: External link] (liǎng)





	


	


Preceded by

	Succeeded by



	


	
	Ming dynasty[image: External link]





	


	Republic of China[image: External link]
	
















	



	Qing dynasty



	Chinese name



	Chinese[image: External link]
	清朝



	


	Transcriptions



	Standard Mandarin[image: External link]



	Hanyu Pinyin[image: External link]
	Qīng cháo



	Wade–Giles[image: External link]
	Ch'ing1 ch'ao2




	IPA[image: External link]
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	[tsʰéŋ tsʰȉːu][image: External link]



	Jyutping[image: External link]
	Cing1 ciu4




	Southern Min[image: External link]



	
Hokkien[image: External link] POJ[image: External link]

	Chheng tiâu



	Tâi-lô[image: External link]
	Tshing tiâu








	Great Qing



	Traditional Chinese[image: External link]
	大[image: External link] 清[image: External link]



	Simplified Chinese[image: External link]
	大[image: External link] 清[image: External link]



	


	Transcriptions



	Standard Mandarin[image: External link]



	Hanyu Pinyin[image: External link]
	Dà Qīng



	Wade–Giles[image: External link]
	Ta2 Ch'ing1




	Yue: Cantonese[image: External link]



	Yale Romanization[image: External link]
	Daai6 Ching1




	IPA[image: External link]
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The Qing dynasty, officially the Great Qing (English: /tSING /[image: External link]), also called the Qing Empire by itself or the Manchu dynasty by foreigners, was the last imperial dynasty[image: External link] of China[image: External link], established in 1636 and ruling China from 1644 to 1912 with a brief, abortive restoration[image: External link] in 1917. It was preceded by the Ming dynasty[image: External link] and succeeded by the Republic of China[image: External link]. The Qing multi-cultural empire lasted almost three centuries and formed the territorial base for the modern Chinese state.

The dynasty was founded by the Jurchen[image: External link] Aisin Gioro[image: External link] clan in Manchuria[image: External link]. In the late sixteenth century, Nurhaci[image: External link], originally a Ming vassal, began organizing " Banners[image: External link]", military-social units that included Jurchen, Han Chinese, and Mongol elements. Nurhaci formed the Jurchen clans into a unified entity, which he renamed as the Manchus[image: External link]. By 1636, his son Hong Taiji[image: External link] began driving Ming forces out of Liaodong and declared a new dynasty, the Qing. In 1644, peasant rebels led by Li Zicheng[image: External link] conquered the Ming capital, Beijing. Rather than serve them, Ming general Wu Sangui[image: External link] made an alliance with the Manchus and opened the Shanhai Pass[image: External link] to the Banner Armies led by the regent Prince Dorgon[image: External link], who defeated the rebels[image: External link] and seized the capital. Resistance from the Southern Ming[image: External link] and the Revolt of the Three Feudatories[image: External link] led by Wu Sangui extended the conquest of China proper[image: External link] for nearly four decades and was not completed until 1683 under the Kangxi Emperor[image: External link] (r. 1661–1722). The Ten Great Campaigns[image: External link] of the Qianlong Emperor[image: External link] from the 1750s to the 1790s extended Qing control[image: External link] into Central Asia[image: External link]. The early rulers maintained their Manchu ways, and while their title was Emperor, they used khan[image: External link] to the Mongols and they were patrons of Tibetan Buddhism[image: External link]. They governed using Confucian styles and institutions of bureaucratic government and retained the imperial examinations[image: External link] to recruit Han Chinese to work under or in parallel with Manchus. They also adapted the ideals of the tributary system[image: External link] in dealing with neighboring territories.

The Qianlong reign (1735–96) saw the dynasty's apogee and initial decline in prosperity and imperial control. The population rose to some 400 million, but taxes and government revenues were fixed at a low rate, virtually guaranteeing eventual fiscal crisis. Corruption set in, rebels tested government legitimacy, and ruling elites did not change their mindsets in the face of changes in the world system. Following the Opium War[image: External link], European powers imposed unequal treaties[image: External link], free trade[image: External link], extraterritoriality[image: External link] and treaty ports[image: External link] under foreign control. The Taiping Rebellion[image: External link] (1850–64) and the Dungan Revolt[image: External link] (1862–77) in Central Asia led to the deaths of some 20 million people, most of them due to famines caused by war. In spite of these disasters, in the Tongzhi Restoration[image: External link] of the 1860s, Han Chinese elites rallied to the defense of the Confucian order and the Qing rulers. The initial gains in the Self-Strengthening Movement[image: External link] were destroyed in the First Sino-Japanese War[image: External link] of 1895, in which the Qing lost its influence over Korea and the possession of Taiwan. New Armies[image: External link] were organized, but the ambitious Hundred Days' Reform[image: External link] of 1898 was turned back by Empress Dowager Cixi[image: External link], a conservative leader. When the Scramble for Concessions by foreign powers triggered the violently anti-foreign Yihetuan[image: External link] ("Boxers"), the foreign powers[image: External link] invaded China, Cixi declared war on them, leading to defeat and the flight of the Imperial Court to Xi'an.

After agreeing to sign the Boxer Protocol[image: External link] the government then initiated unprecedented fiscal and administrative reforms[image: External link], including elections, a new legal code, and abolition of the examination system. Sun Yat-sen[image: External link] and other revolutionaries competed with reformist monarchists such as Kang Youwei[image: External link] and Liang Qichao[image: External link] to transform the Qing empire into a modern nation. After the deaths of Cixi and the Guangxu Emperor[image: External link] in 1908, the hardline Manchu court alienated reformers and local elites alike by obstructing social reform. The Wuchang Uprising[image: External link] on October 11, 1911, led to the Xinhai Revolution[image: External link]. General Yuan Shikai[image: External link] negotiated the abdication of Puyi[image: External link], the last emperor, on February 12, 1912.
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Main article: Names of the Qing dynasty[image: External link]


See also: Names of China[image: External link]


Nurhaci[image: External link] declared himself the "Bright Khan" of the Later Jin (lit. "gold") state in honor both of the 12–13th century Jurchen[image: External link] Jin dynasty[image: External link] and of his Aisin Gioro[image: External link] clan (Aisin being Manchu[image: External link] for the Chinese 金[image: External link] (jīn, "gold")).[3] His son Hong Taiji[image: External link] renamed the dynasty Great Qing in 1636.[4] There are competing explanations on the meaning of Qīng (lit. "clear" or "pure"). The name may have been selected in reaction to the name of the Ming dynasty ( 明[image: External link]), which consists of the Chinese characters[image: External link] for "sun" ( 日[image: External link]) and "moon" ( 月[image: External link]), both associated with the fire element of the Chinese zodiacal system[image: External link]. The character Qīng ( 清[image: External link]) is composed of "water" ( 氵[image: External link]) and "azure" ( 青[image: External link]), both associated with the water element. This association would justify the Qing conquest as defeat of fire by water. The water imagery of the new name may also have had Buddhist overtones of perspicacity and enlightenment and connections with the Bodhisattva Manjusri[image: External link].[5] The Manchu name daicing, which sounds like a phonetic rendering of Dà Qīng or Dai Ching, may in fact have been derived from a Mongolian word that means "warrior". Daicing gurun may therefore have meant "warrior state", a pun that was only intelligible to Manchu and Mongol people. In the later part of the dynasty, however, even the Manchus themselves had forgotten this possible meaning.[6]

After conquering "China proper", the Manchus identified their state as "China" (中國, Zhōngguó; "Middle Kingdom"), and referred to it as Dulimbai Gurun in Manchu (Dulimbai means "central" or "middle," gurun means "nation" or "state"). The emperors equated the lands of the Qing state (including present-day Northeast China, Xinjiang, Mongolia, Tibet and other areas) as "China" in both the Chinese and Manchu languages, defining China as a multi-ethnic state, and rejecting the idea that "China" only meant Han areas. The Qing emperors proclaimed that both Han and non-Han peoples were part of "China". They used both "China" and "Qing" to refer to their state in official documents, international treaties (as the Qing was known internationally as "China"[7] or the "Chinese Empire"[8]) and foreign affairs, and "Chinese language" (Dulimbai gurun i bithe) included Chinese, Manchu, and Mongol languages, and "Chinese people" (中國之人 Zhōngguó zhī rén; Manchu: Dulimbai gurun i niyalma) referred to all subjects of the empire.[9] In the Chinese-language versions of its treaties and its maps of the world, the Qing government used "Qing" and "China" interchangeably.[10]
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The Qing dynasty was founded not by Han Chinese[image: External link], who constitute the majority of the Chinese population, but by a sedentary farming people known as the Jurchen[image: External link], a Tungusic people[image: External link] who lived around the region now comprising the Chinese provinces of Jilin[image: External link] and Heilongjiang[image: External link].[11] The Manchus are sometimes mistaken for a nomadic[image: External link] people,[12] which they were not.[13][14] What was to become the Manchu state was founded by Nurhaci[image: External link], the chieftain of a minor Jurchen tribe – the Aisin Gioro[image: External link] – in Jianzhou[image: External link] in the early 17th century. Originally a vassal of the Ming emperors, Nurhachi embarked on an intertribal feud in 1582 that escalated into a campaign to unify the nearby tribes. By 1616, he had sufficiently consolidated Jianzhou so as to be able to proclaim himself Khan[image: External link] of the Great Jin[image: External link] in reference to the previous Jurchen dynasty.[15]

Two years later, Nurhachi announced the "Seven Grievances[image: External link]" and openly renounced the sovereignty of Ming overlordship in order to complete the unification of those Jurchen tribes still allied with the Ming emperor. After a series of successful battles, he relocated his capital from Hetu Ala to successively bigger captured Ming cities in Liaodong Peninsula[image: External link]: first Liaoyang[image: External link] in 1621, then Shenyang[image: External link] (Mukden) in 1625.[15]

Relocating his court from Jianzhou to Liaodong provided Nurhachi access to more resources; it also brought him in close contact with the Khorchin Mongol domains on the plains of Mongolia. Although by this time the once-united Mongol nation had long since fragmented into individual and hostile tribes, these tribes still presented a serious security threat to the Ming borders. Nurhachi's policy towards the Khorchins was to seek their friendship and cooperation against the Ming, securing his western border from a powerful potential enemy.[16]

Furthermore, the Khorchin proved a useful ally in the war, lending the Jurchens their expertise as cavalry archers. To guarantee this new alliance, Nurhachi initiated a policy of inter-marriages between the Jurchen and Khorchin nobilities, while those who resisted were met with military action. This is a typical example of Nurhachi's initiatives that eventually became official Qing government policy. During most of the Qing period, the Mongols gave military assistance to the Manchus.[16]

Some of Nurhaci's other important contributions include ordering the creation of a written Manchu script[image: External link] based on the Mongolian[image: External link] after the earlier Jurchen script[image: External link] was forgotten which had been derived from Khitan[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link] and the creation of the civil and military administrative system which eventually evolved into the Eight Banners[image: External link], the defining element of Manchu identity and the foundation for transforming the loosely knitted Jurchen tribes into a nation.

There were too few ethnic Manchus to conquer China, so they gained strength by defeating and absorbing Mongols, but more importantly, adding Han Chinese to the Eight Banners.[17] The Manchus had to create an entire "Jiu Han jun" (Old Han Army) due to the massive amount of Han Chinese soldiers which were absorbed into the Eight Banners by both capture and defection. Ming artillery was responsible for many victories against the Manchus, so the Manchus established an artillery corps made out of Han Chinese soldiers in 1641 and the swelling of Han Chinese numbers in the Eight Banners led in 1642 of all Eight Han Banners being created.[18] It was defected Ming Han Chinese armies which conquered southern China for the Qing.[19]

Han defectors played a massive role in the Qing conquest of China. Han Chinese Generals who defected to the Manchu were often given women from the Imperial Aisin Gioro family in marriage[image: External link] while the ordinary soldiers who defected were often given non-royal Manchu women as wives.[20][21] Jurchen (Manchu) women married Han Chinese defectors in Liaodong.[22] Manchu Aisin Gioro princesses were also married to Han Chinese official's sons.[23]

Nurhachi's unbroken series of military successes came to an end in January 1626 when he was defeated by Yuan Chonghuan[image: External link] while laying siege to Ningyuan[image: External link]. He died a few months later and was succeeded by his eighth son, Hong Taiji[image: External link], who emerged after a short political struggle amongst other potential contenders as the new Khan.

Although Hong Taiji was an experienced leader and the commander of two Banners at the time of his succession, his reign did not start well on the military front. The Jurchens suffered yet another defeat in 1627 at the hands of Yuan Chonghuan. As before, this defeat was, in part, due to the Ming's newly acquired Portuguese cannons.

To redress the technological and numerical disparity, Hong Taiji in 1634 created his own artillery corps, the ujen chooha, Chinese: 重[image: External link] 軍[image: External link] from among his existing Han troops who cast their own cannons in the European design with the help of defector Chinese metallurgists. In 1635, the Manchus' Mongol allies were fully incorporated into a separate Banner hierarchy under direct Manchu command. Hong Taiji then proceeded in 1636 to invade Korea[image: External link] again.

After the Second Manchu invasion of Korea, Joseon[image: External link] Korea was forced to give several of their royal princesses as concubines to the Qing Manchu regent Prince Dorgon[image: External link].[24] 1650 Dorgon married the Korean Princess I-shun (義/願).[25]

This was followed by the creation of the first two Han Banners in 1637 (increasing to eight in 1642). Together these military reforms enabled Hong Taiji to resoundingly defeat Ming forces in a series of battles[image: External link] from 1640 to 1642 for the territories of Songshan[image: External link] and Jinzhou[image: External link]. This final victory resulted in the surrender of many of the Ming dynasty's most battle-hardened troops, the death of Yuan Chonghuan at the hands of the Chongzhen Emperor[image: External link] (who thought Yuan had betrayed him), and the complete and permanent withdrawal of the remaining Ming forces north of the Great Wall[image: External link].

Meanwhile, Hong Taiji set up a rudimentary bureaucratic system based on the Ming model. He established six boards or executive level ministries in 1631 to oversee finance, personnel, rites, military, punishments, and public works. However, these administrative organs had very little role initially, and it was not until the eve of completing the conquest ten years later that they fulfilled their government roles.[26]

Hong Taiji's bureaucracy was staffed with many Han Chinese, including many newly surrendered Ming officials. The Manchus' continued dominance was ensured by an ethnic quota for top bureaucratic appointments. Hong Taiji's reign also saw a fundamental change of policy towards his Han Chinese subjects. Nurhaci had treated Han in Liaodong differently according to how much grain they had, those with less than 5 to 7 sin were treated like chattel while those with more than that amount were rewarded with property. Due to a revolt by Han in Liaodong in 1623, Nurhachi, who previously gave concessions to conquered Han subjects in Liaodong, turned against them and ordered that they no longer be trusted; He enacted discriminatory policies and killings against them, while ordering that Han who assimilated to the Jurchen (in Jilin) before 1619 be treated equally as Jurchens were and not like the conquered Han in Liaodong. Hong Taiji instead incorporated them into the Jurchen "nation" as full (if not first-class) citizens, obligated to provide military service. By 1648, less than one-sixth of the bannermen were of Manchu ancestry.[27] This change of policy not only increased Hong Taiji's manpower and reduced his military dependence on banners not under his personal control, it also greatly encouraged other Han Chinese subjects of the Ming dynasty to surrender and accept Jurchen rule when they were defeated militarily. Through these and other measures Hong Taiji was able to centralize power unto the office of the Khan, which in the long run prevented the Jurchen federation from fragmenting after his death.

Hong Taiji recognized that Ming Han Chinese defectors were needed by the Manchus in order to assist in the conquest of the Ming, explaining to other Manchus why he needed to treat the Ming defector General Hong Chengchou[image: External link] leniently.[28]

One of the defining events of Hong Taiji's reign was the official adoption of the name "Manchu" for the united Jurchen people in November, 1635. The next year, when he is said to be presented with the imperial seal[image: External link] of the Yuan dynasty[image: External link] after the defeat of the last Khagan[image: External link] of the Mongols, Hong Taiji renamed his state from "Great Jin" to "Great Qing" and elevated his position from Khan to Emperor[image: External link], suggesting imperial ambitions beyond unifying the Manchu territories.
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Hong Taiji died suddenly in September 1643 without a designated heir. As the Jurchens had traditionally "elected" their leader through a council of nobles, the Qing state did not have in place a clear succession system until the reign of the Kangxi Emperor[image: External link]. The leading contenders for power at this time were Hong Taiji's oldest son Hooge[image: External link] and Hong Taiji' half brother Dorgon[image: External link]. A compromise candidate in the person of Hong Taiji's five-year-old son, Fulin, was installed as the Shunzhi Emperor[image: External link], with Dorgon as regent and de facto leader of the Manchu nation.

Ming government officials fought against each other, against fiscal collapse, and against a series of peasant rebellions[image: External link]. They were unable to capitalise on the Manchu succession dispute and installation of a minor as emperor. In April 1644, the capital at Beijing[image: External link] was sacked by a coalition of rebel forces led by Li Zicheng[image: External link], a former minor Ming official, who established a short-lived Shun dynasty[image: External link]. The last Ming ruler, the Chongzhen Emperor[image: External link], committed suicide when the city fell, marking the official end of the dynasty.

Li Zicheng then led a coalition of rebel forces numbering 200,000[a] to confront Wu Sangui[image: External link], the general commanding the Ming garrison at Shanhai Pass. Shanhai Pass is a pivotal pass of the Great Wall[image: External link], located fifty miles northeast of Beijing, and for years its defenses kept the Manchus from directly raiding the Ming capital. Wu Sangui, caught between a rebel army twice his size and a foreign enemy he had fought for years, decided to cast his lot with the Manchus, with whom he was familiar. Wu Sangui may have been influenced by Li Zicheng's mistreatment of his family and other wealthy and cultured officials; it was said that Li also took Wu's concubine Chen Yuanyuan[image: External link] for himself. Wu and Dorgon allied in the name of avenging the death of the Chongzhen Emperor[image: External link]. Together, the two former enemies met and defeated Li Zicheng's rebel forces in battle on May 27, 1644[image: External link].[29]

The newly allied armies captured Beijing[image: External link] on June 6. The Shunzhi Emperor[image: External link] was invested as the "Son of Heaven[image: External link]" on October 30. The Manchus, who had positioned themselves as political heir to the Ming emperor by defeating the rebel Li Zicheng, completed the symbolic transition by holding a formal funeral for the Chongzhen Emperor. However the process of conquering the rest of China took another seventeen years of battling Ming loyalists, pretenders[image: External link] and rebels. The last Ming pretender, Prince Gui[image: External link], sought refuge with the King of Burma[image: External link], but was turned over to a Qing expeditionary army commanded by Wu Sangui, who had him brought back to Yunnan[image: External link] province and executed in early 1662.

Han Chinese Banners were made up of Han Chinese who defected to the Qing up to 1644 and joined the Eight Banners, giving them social and legal privileges in addition to being acculturated to Manchu culture. So many Han defected to the Qing and swelled the ranks of the Eight Banners that ethnic Manchus became a minority, making up only 16% in 1648, with Han Bannermen dominating at 75% and Mongol Bannermen making up the rest.[30] This multi-ethnic force in which Manchus were only a minority conquered China for the Qing.[31]

Han Chinese Bannermen were responsible for the successful Qing conquest of China, as they made up the majority of governors in the early Qing, and they governed and administered China after the conquest, stabilizing Qing rule.[32] Han Bannermen dominated the post of governor-general in the time of the Shunzhi and Kangxi Emperors, and also the post of governor, largely excluding ordinary Han civilians from these posts.[33]

The Qing showed that the Manchus valued military skills in propaganda targeted towards the Ming military to get them to defect to the Qing, since the Ming civilian political system discriminated against the military.[34] The three Liaodong Han Bannermen officers who played a massive role in the conquest of southern China from the Ming were Shang Kexi, Geng Zhongming, and Kong Youde and they governed southern China autonomously as viceroys for the Qing after their conquests.[35] Normally the Manchu Bannermen acted only as reserve forces or in the rear and were used predominantly for quick strikes with maximum impact, so as to minimize ethnic Manchu losses; instead, the Qing used defected Han Chinese troops to fight as the vanguard during the entire conquest of China.[36]

Among the Banners, gunpowder weapons like muskets and artillery were specifically wielded by the Chinese Banners.[37]

To promote ethnic harmony, a 1648 decree from Shunzhi allowed Han Chinese civilian men to marry Manchu women from the Banners with the permission of the Board of Revenue if they were registered daughters of officials or commoners or the permission of their banner company captain if they were unregistered commoners, it was only later in the dynasty that these policies allowing intermarriage were done away with.[38]

The southern cadet branch of Confucius[image: External link]' descendants who held the title Wujing boshi and the northern branch 65th generation descendant to hold the title Duke Yansheng[image: External link] had both their titles confirmed by the Qing Shunzhi Emperor[image: External link] upon the Qing conquest of the Ming and entry into Beijing on 31 October.[39] The Kong's title of Duke was maintained by the Qing.[40]

The first seven years of the Shunzhi Emperor's reign were dominated by the regent prince Dorgon. Because of his own political insecurity, Dorgon followed Hong Taiji's example by ruling in the name of the emperor at the expense of rival Manchu princes, many of whom he demoted or imprisoned under one pretext or another. Although the period of his regency was relatively short, Dorgon cast a long shadow over the Qing dynasty.

First, the Manchus had entered "China proper" because Dorgon responded decisively to Wu Sangui's appeal. Then, after capturing Beijing, instead of sacking the city as the rebels had done, Dorgon insisted, over the protests of other Manchu princes, on making it the dynastic capital and reappointing most Ming officials. Choosing Beijing as the capital had not been a straightforward decision, since no major Chinese dynasty had directly taken over its immediate predecessor's capital. Keeping the Ming capital and bureaucracy intact helped quickly stabilize the regime and sped up the conquest of the rest of the country. Dorgon drastically reduced the influence of the eunuchs, a major force in the Ming bureaucracy, and directed Manchu women not to bind their feet[image: External link] in the Chinese style.[41]

However, not all of Dorgon's policies were equally popular nor easily implemented. The controversial July 1645 edict (the "haircutting order") forced adult Han Chinese men to shave the front of their heads and comb the remaining hair into the queue[image: External link] hairstyle which was worn by Manchu men, on pain of death.[42] The popular description of the order was: "To keep the hair, you lose the head; To keep your head, you cut the hair."[41] To the Manchus, this policy was a test of loyalty and an aid in distinguishing friend from foe. For the Han Chinese, however, it was a humiliating reminder of Qing authority that challenged traditional Confucian values. The Classic of Filial Piety[image: External link] (Xiaojing) held that "a person's body and hair, being gifts from one's parents, are not to be damaged." Under the Ming dynasty, adult men did not cut their hair but instead wore it in the form of a top-knot.[43] The order triggered strong resistance to Qing rule in Jiangnan[image: External link][44] and massive killing of Han Chinese. It was Han Chinese defectors who carried out massacres against people refusing to wear the queue. Li Chengdong, a Han Chinese general who had served the Ming but surrendered to the Qing,[45] ordered his Han troops to carry out three separate massacres in the city of Jiading within a month, resulting in tens of thousands of deaths. At the end of the third massacre, there was hardly a living person left in this city.[46] Jiangyin[image: External link] also held out against about 10,000 Han Chinese Qing troops for 83 days. When the city wall was finally breached on 9 October 1645, the Han Chinese Qing army led by the Han Chinese Ming defector Liu Liangzuo (劉良佐), who had been ordered to "fill the city with corpses before you sheathe your swords," massacred the entire population, killing between 74,000 and 100,000 people.[47] The queue was the only aspect of Manchu culture which the Qing forced on the common Han population. The Qing required people serving as officials to wear Manchu clothing, but allowed non-official Han civilians to continue wearing Hanfu (Han clothing).

On December 31, 1650, Dorgon suddenly died during a hunting expedition, marking the official start of the Shunzhi Emperor's personal rule. Because the emperor was only 12 years old at that time, most decisions were made on his behalf by his mother, Empress Dowager Xiaozhuang[image: External link], who turned out to be a skilled political operator.

Although his support had been essential to Shunzhi's ascent, Dorgon had centralised so much power in his hands as to become a direct threat to the throne. So much so that upon his death he was bestowed the extraordinary posthumous title of Emperor Yi (Chinese: 義皇帝), the only instance in Qing history in which a Manchu "prince of the blood[image: External link]" (Chinese: 親王) was so honored. Two months into Shunzhi's personal rule, however, Dorgon was not only stripped of his titles, but his corpse was disinterred and mutilated.[b] to atone for multiple "crimes", one of which was persecuting to death Shunzhi’s agnate eldest brother, Hooge[image: External link]. More importantly, Dorgon's symbolic fall from grace also led to the purge of his family and associates at court, thus reverting power back to the person of the emperor. After a promising start, Shunzhi's reign was cut short by his early death in 1661 at the age of twenty-four from smallpox[image: External link]. He was succeeded by his third son Xuanye, who reigned as the Kangxi Emperor[image: External link].

The Manchus sent Han Bannermen to fight against Koxinga's Ming loyalists in Fujian.[48] They removed the population from coastal areas in order to deprive Koxinga's Ming loyalists of resources. This led to a misunderstanding that Manchus were "afraid of water". Han Bannermen carried out the fighting and killing, casting doubt on the claim that fear of the water led to the coastal evacuation and ban on maritime activities.[49] Even though a poem refers to the soldiers carrying out massacres in Fujian as "barbarians", both Han Green Standard Army[image: External link] and Han Bannermen were involved and carried out the worst slaughter.[50] 400,000 Green Standard Army soldiers were used against the Three Feudatories in addition to the 200,000 Bannermen.[51]
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The sixty-one year reign of the Kangxi Emperor[image: External link] was the longest of any Chinese emperor. Kangxi's reign is also celebrated as the beginning of an era known as the "High Qing", during which the dynasty reached the zenith of its social, economic and military power. Kangxi's long reign started when he was eight years old upon the untimely demise of his father. To prevent a repeat of Dorgon[image: External link]'s dictatorial monopolizing of power during the regency, the Shunzhi Emperor, on his deathbed, hastily appointed four senior cabinet ministers to govern on behalf of his young son. The four ministers – Sonin[image: External link], Ebilun[image: External link], Suksaha[image: External link], and Oboi[image: External link] – were chosen for their long service, but also to counteract each other's influences. Most important, the four were not closely related to the imperial family and laid no claim to the throne. However, as time passed, through chance and machination, Oboi, the most junior of the four, achieved such political dominance as to be a potential threat. Even though Oboi's loyalty was never an issue, his personal arrogance and political conservatism led him into an escalating conflict with the young emperor. In 1669 Kangxi, through trickery, disarmed and imprisoned Oboi – a significant victory for a fifteen-year-old emperor over a wily politician and experienced commander.

The early Manchu rulers established two foundations of legitimacy which help to explain the stability of their dynasty. The first was the bureaucratic institutions and the neo-Confucian[image: External link] culture which they adopted from earlier dynasties.[52] Manchu rulers and Han Chinese scholar-official[image: External link] elites gradually came to terms with each other. The examination system[image: External link] offered a path for ethnic Han to become officials. Imperial patronage of Kangxi Dictionary[image: External link] demonstrated respect for Confucian learning, while the Sacred Edict[image: External link] of 1670 effectively extolled Confucian family values. His attempts to discourage Chinese women from foot binding[image: External link], however, were unsuccessful.

The second major source of stability was the Central Asian aspect of their Manchu identity which allowed them to appeal to Mongol, Tibetan and Uighur constituents. The Qing used the title of Emperor (Huangdi) in Chinese while among Mongols the Qing monarch was referred to as Bogda khan[image: External link] (wise Khan), and referred to as Gong Ma in Tibet.[53] Qianlong propagated the image of himself as Buddhist sage rulers[image: External link], patrons of Tibetan Buddhism[image: External link].[54] In the Manchu language[image: External link], the Qing monarch was alternately referred to as either Huwangdi (Emperor) or Khan with no special distinction between the two usages. The Kangxi Emperor also welcomed to his court Jesuit[image: External link] missionaries, who had first come to China under the Ming. Missionaries including Tomás Pereira[image: External link], Martino Martini[image: External link], Johann Adam Schall von Bell[image: External link], Ferdinand Verbiest[image: External link] and Antoine Thomas[image: External link] held significant positions as military weapons experts, mathematicians, cartographers, astronomers and advisers to the emperor. The relationship of trust was however lost in the later Chinese Rites controversy[image: External link].

Yet controlling the "Mandate of Heaven[image: External link]" was a daunting task. The vastness of China's territory meant that there were only enough banner troops to garrison key cities forming the backbone of a defense network that relied heavily on surrendered Ming soldiers. In addition, three surrendered Ming generals were singled out for their contributions to the establishment of the Qing dynasty, ennobled as feudal princes (藩王), and given governorships over vast territories in Southern China. The chief of these was Wu Sangui[image: External link], who was given the provinces of Yunnan[image: External link] and Guizhou[image: External link], while generals Shang Kexi[image: External link] and Geng Jingzhong[image: External link] were given Guangdong[image: External link] and Fujian[image: External link] provinces respectively.

As the years went by, the three feudal lords and their extensive territories became increasingly autonomous. Finally, in 1673, Shang Kexi petitioned Kangxi for permission to retire to his hometown in Liaodong[image: External link] province and nominated his son as his successor. The young emperor granted his retirement, but denied the heredity of his fief. In reaction, the two other generals decided to petition for their own retirements to test Kangxi's resolve, thinking that he would not risk offending them. The move backfired as the young emperor called their bluff by accepting their requests and ordering that all three fiefdoms to be reverted to the crown.

Faced with the stripping of their powers, Wu Sangui, later joined by Geng Zhongming and by Shang Kexi's son Shang Zhixin[image: External link], felt they had no choice but to revolt. The ensuing Revolt of the Three Feudatories[image: External link] lasted for eight years. Wu attempted, ultimately in vain, to fire the embers of south China Ming loyalty by restoring Ming customs, ordering that the resented queues be cut, and declaring himself emperor of a new dynasty. At the peak of the rebels' fortunes, they extended their control as far north as the Yangtze River[image: External link], nearly establishing a divided China. Wu then hesitated to go further north, not being able to coordinate strategy with his allies, and Kangxi was able to unify his forces for a counterattack led by a new generation of Manchu generals. By 1681, the Qing government had established control over a ravaged southern China which took several decades to recover.[55]

Manchu Generals and Bannermen were initially put to shame by the better performance of the Han Chinese Green Standard Army[image: External link]. Kangxi accordingly assigned generals Sun Sike, Wang Jinbao, and Zhao Liangdong to crush the rebels, since he thought that Han Chinese were superior to Bannermen at battling other Han people.[56] Similarly, in northwestern China against Wang Fuchen, the Qing used Han Chinese Green Standard Army soldiers and Han Chinese generals as the primary military forces. This choice was due to the rocky terrain, which favoured infantry troops over cavalry, to the desire to keep Bannermen in reserve, and, again, to the belief that Han troops were better at fighting other Han people. These Han generals achieved victory over the rebels.[57] Also due to the mountainous terrain, Sichuan and southern Shaanxi were retaken by the Green Standard Army in 1680, with Manchus participating only in logistics and provisions.[58] 400,000 Green Standard Army soldiers and 150,000 Bannermen served on the Qing side during the war.[58] 213 Han Chinese Banner companies, and 527 companies of Mongol and Manchu Banners were mobilized by the Qing during the revolt.[37] 400,000 Green Standard Army soldiers were used against the Three Feudatories besides 200,000 Bannermen.[59]

The Qing forces were crushed by Wu from 1673–1674.[60] The Qing had the support of the majority of Han Chinese soldiers and Han elite against the Three Feudatories, since they refused to join Wu Sangui in the revolt, while the Eight Banners and Manchu officers fared poorly against Wu Sangui, so the Qing responded with using a massive army of more than 900,000 Han Chinese (non-Banner) instead of the Eight Banners, to fight and crush the Three Feudatories.[61] Wu Sangui's forces were crushed by the Green Standard Army, made out of defected Ming soldiers.[62]

To extend and consolidate the dynasty's control in Central Asia, the Kangxi Emperor personally led a series of military campaigns against the Dzungars[image: External link] in Outer Mongolia[image: External link]. The Kangxi Emperor was able to successfully expel Galdan[image: External link]'s invading forces from these regions, which were then incorporated into the empire. Galdan was eventually killed in the Dzungar–Qing War[image: External link]. [63] In 1683, Qing forces received the surrender of Formosa[image: External link] (Taiwan) from Zheng Keshuang[image: External link], grandson of Koxinga[image: External link], who had conquered Taiwan from the Dutch[image: External link] colonists as a base against the Qing. Zheng Keshuang was awarded the title "Duke Haicheng" (海澄公) and was inducted into the Han Chinese Plain Red Banner of the Eight Banners when he moved to Beijing. Several Ming princes had accompanied Koxinga[image: External link] to Taiwan in 1661–1662, including the Prince of Ningjing Zhu Shugui[image: External link] and Prince Zhu Honghuan (朱弘桓), son of Zhu Yihai[image: External link], where they lived in the Kingdom of Tungning[image: External link]. The Qing sent the 17 Ming princes still living on Taiwan in 1683 back to mainland China where they spent the rest of their lives in exile since their lives were spared from execution.[64] Winning Taiwan freed Kangxi's forces for series of battles over Albazin[image: External link], the far eastern outpost of the Tsardom of Russia[image: External link]. Zheng's former soldiers on Taiwan like the rattan shield troops were also inducted into the Eight Banners and used by the Qing against Russian Cossacks at Albazin[image: External link]. The 1689 Treaty of Nerchinsk[image: External link] was China's first formal treaty with a European power and kept the border peaceful for the better part of two centuries. After Galdan's death, his followers, as adherents to Tibetan Buddhism, attempted to control the choice of the next Dalai Lama[image: External link]. Kangxi dispatched two armies to Lhasa[image: External link], the capital of Tibet, and installed a Dalai Lama sympathetic to the Qing.[65]

By the end of the 17th century, China was at its greatest height of confidence and political control since the Ming dynasty.
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 Reigns of the Yongzheng and Qianlong emperors




See also: Ten Great Campaigns[image: External link]


The reigns of the Yongzheng Emperor[image: External link] (r. 1723–1735) and his son, the Qianlong Emperor[image: External link] (r. 1735–1796), marked the height of Qing power. During this period, the Qing Empire ruled over 13 million square kilometers of territory. Yet, as the historian Jonathan Spence puts it, the empire by the end of the Qianlong reign was "like the sun at midday." In the midst of "many glories," he writes, "signs of decay and even collapse were becoming apparent." [66]

After the Kangxi Emperor's death in the winter of 1722, his fourth son, Prince Yong (雍親王), became the Yongzheng Emperor. In the later years of Kangxi's reign, Yongzheng and his brothers had fought, and there were rumours that he had usurped the throne(most of the rumours believe that Yongzheng's brother Yingzhen (Kangxi's 14th son) is the real successor of Kangxi Emperor[image: External link], the reason why Yingzhen failed to sit on the throne is because Yongzheng and his confidant Keduo Long tampered the content of Kangxi's testament at the night when Kangxi died), a charge for which there is little evidence. In fact, his father had trusted him with delicate political issues and discussed state policy with him. When Yongzheng came to power at the age of 45, he felt a sense of urgency about the problems which had accumulated in his father's later years and did not need instruction in how to exercise power.[67] In the words of one recent historian, he was "severe, suspicious, and jealous, but extremely capable and resourceful,"[68] and in the words of another, turned out to be an "early modern state-maker of the first order."[69]

He moved rapidly. First, he promoted Confucian orthodoxy and reversed what he saw as his father's laxness by cracking down on unorthodox sects and by decapitating an anti-Manchu writer his father had pardoned. In 1723 he outlawed Christianity and expelled Christian missionaries, though some were allowed to remain in the capital.[70] Next, he moved to control the government. He expanded his father's system of Palace Memorials[image: External link] which brought frank and detailed reports on local conditions directly to the throne without being intercepted by the bureaucracy, and created a small Grand Council[image: External link] of personal advisors which eventually grew into the emperor's de facto cabinet for the rest of the dynasty. He shrewdly filled key positions with Manchu and Han Chinese officials who depended on his patronage. When he began to realize that the financial crisis was even greater than he had thought, Yongzheng rejected his father's lenient approach to local landowning elites and mounted a campaign to enforce collection of the land tax. The increased revenues were to be used for "money to nourish honesty" among local officials and for local irrigation, schools, roads, and charity. Although these reforms were effective in the north, in the south and lower Yangzi valley, where Kangxi had wooed the elites, there were long established networks of officials and landowners. Yongzheng dispatched experienced Manchu commissioners to penetrate the thickets of falsified land registers and coded account books, but they were met with tricks, passivity, and even violence. The fiscal crisis persisted.[71]

In 1725 Yongzheng bestowed the hereditary title of Marquis on a descendant of the Ming dynasty Imperial family[image: External link], Zhu Zhiliang, who received a salary from the Qing government and whose duty was to perform rituals at the Ming tombs[image: External link], and was also inducted into the Chinese Plain White Banner in the Eight Banners. Later the Qianlong Emperor bestowed the title Marquis of Extended Grace[image: External link] posthumously on Zhu Zhuliang in 1750, and the title passed on through twelve generations of Ming descendants until the end of the Qing dynasty.

Yongzheng also inherited diplomatic and strategic problems. A team made up entirely of Manchus drew up the Treaty of Kyakhta (1727)[image: External link] to solidify the diplomatic understanding with Russia. In exchange for territory and trading rights, the Qing would have a free hand dealing with the situation in Mongolia. Yongzheng then turned to that situation, where the Zunghars threatened to re-emerge, and to the southwest, where local Miao[image: External link] chieftains resisted Qing expansion. These campaigns drained the treasury but established the emperor's control of the military and military finance.[72]

The Yongzheng Emperor died in 1735. His 24-year-old son, Prince Bao (寶親王), then became the Qianlong Emperor. Qianlong personally led military campaigns near Xinjiang[image: External link] and Mongolia[image: External link], putting down revolts and uprisings in Sichuan[image: External link] and parts of southern China while expanding control over Tibet.

Qianlong's reign saw the launch of several ambitious cultural projects, including the compilation of the Siku Quanshu[image: External link], or Complete Repository of the Four Branches of Literature. With a total of over 3,400 books, 79,000 chapters, and 36,304 volumes, the Siku Quanshu is the largest collection of books in Chinese history. Nevertheless, Qianlong used Literary Inquisition[image: External link] to silence opposition. The accusation of individuals began with the emperor's own interpretation of the true meaning of the corresponding words. If the emperor decided these were derogatory or cynical towards the dynasty, persecution would begin. Literary inquisition began with isolated cases at the time of Shunzhi and Kangxi, but became a pattern under Qianlong's rule, during which there were 53 cases of literary persecution.[73]

Beneath outward prosperity and imperial confidence, the later years of Qianlong's reign saw rampant corruption and neglect. Heshen[image: External link], the emperor's handsome young favorite, took advantage of the emperor's indulgence to become one of the most corrupt officials in the history of the dynasty.[74] Qianlong's son, the Jiaqing Emperor[image: External link] (r. 1796–1820), eventually forced Heshen to commit suicide.

China also began suffering from mounting overpopulation during this period. Population growth was stagnant for the first half of the 17th century due to civil wars and epidemics, but prosperity and internal stability gradually reversed this trend. The introduction of new crops from the Americas such as the potato[image: External link] and peanut[image: External link] allowed an improved food supply as well, so that the total population of China during the 18th century ballooned from 100 million to 300 million people. Soon all available farmland was used up, forcing peasants to work ever-smaller and more intensely worked plots. The Qianlong Emperor once bemoaned the country's situation by remarking "The population continues to grow, but the land does not." The only remaining part of the empire that had arable farmland was Manchuria[image: External link], where the provinces of Jilin[image: External link] and Heilongjiang[image: External link] had been walled off as a Manchu homeland. The emperor decreed for the first time that Han Chinese civilians were forbidden to settle.[75] Mongols were forbidden by the Qing from crossing the borders of their banners, even into other Mongol Banners and from crossing into neidi (the Han Chinese 18 provinces) and were given serious punishments if they did in order to keep the Mongols divided against each other to benefit the Qing.[76]

Despite officially prohibiting Han Chinese settlement on the Manchu and Mongol lands, by the 18th century the Qing decided to settle Han refugees from northern China who were suffering from famine, floods, and drought into Manchuria and Inner Mongolia. [77] Han Chinese both illegally and legally then streamed into Manchuria, over the Great Wall and Willow Palisade[image: External link]. As Manchu landlords desired Han Chinese to rent their land and grow grain, most Han Chinese migrants were not evicted. During the eighteenth century Han Chinese farmed 500,000 hectares of privately owned land in Manchuria and 203,583 hectares of lands that were part of courrier stations, noble estates, and Banner lands. In garrisons and towns in Manchuria Han Chinese made up 80% of the population.[78]

In 1796, open rebellion by the White Lotus Society[image: External link] against the Qing government broke out. The White Lotus Rebellion[image: External link] continued for eight years, until 1804, and marked a turning point in the history of the Qing dynasty.[79]
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 Rebellion, unrest and external pressure




At the start of the dynasty, the Chinese empire[image: External link] continued to be the hegemonic power in East Asia. Although there was no formal ministry of foreign relations, the Lifan Yuan[image: External link] was responsible for relations with the Mongol and Tibetans in Central Asia, while the tributary system[image: External link], a loose set of institutions and customs taken over from the Ming, in theory governed relations with East and Southeast Asian countries. The Treaty of Nerchinsk[image: External link] (1689) stabilized relations with Czarist Russia.

However, the 18th century saw the European empires gradually expand across the world, as European states developed economies built on maritime trade. The dynasty was confronted with newly developing concepts of the international system[image: External link] and state to state relations. European trading posts expanded into territorial control in nearby India and on the islands that are now Indonesia[image: External link]. The Qing response, successful for a time, was in 1756 to establish the Canton System[image: External link], which restricted maritime trade to that city and gave monopoly trading rights to private Chinese merchants[image: External link]. The British East India Company[image: External link] and the Dutch East India Company[image: External link] had long before been granted similar monopoly rights by their governments.

In 1793, the British East India Company, with the support of the British government, sent a delegation to China under Lord George Macartney[image: External link] in order to open free trade[image: External link] and put relations on a basis of equality. The imperial court viewed trade as of secondary interest, whereas the British saw maritime trade as the key to their economy. The Qianlong Emperor told Macartney "the kings of the myriad nations come by land and sea with all sorts of precious things," and "consequently there is nothing we lack...."[80]

Demand in Europe for Chinese goods such as silk, tea, and ceramics could only be met if European companies funneled their limited supplies of silver into China. In the late 1700s, the governments of Britain and France were deeply concerned about the imbalance of trade and the drain of silver. To meet the growing Chinese demand for opium[image: External link], the British East India Company greatly expanded its production in Bengal. Since China's economy was essentially self-sufficient, the country had little need to import goods or raw materials from the Europeans, so the usual way of payment was through silver. The Daoguang Emperor[image: External link], concerned both over the outflow of silver and the damage that opium smoking was causing to his subjects, ordered Lin Zexu[image: External link] to end the opium trade. Lin confiscated the stocks of opium without compensation in 1839, leading Britain to send a military expedition the following year.

The First Opium War[image: External link] revealed the outdated state of the Chinese military. The Qing navy, composed entirely of wooden sailing junks[image: External link], was severely outclassed by the modern tactics and firepower of the British Royal Navy[image: External link]. British soldiers, using advanced muskets and artillery, easily outmaneuvered and outgunned Qing forces in ground battles. The Qing surrender in 1842 marked a decisive, humiliating blow to China. The Treaty of Nanjing[image: External link], the first of the unequal treaties[image: External link], demanded war reparations, forced China to open up the Treaty Ports[image: External link] of Canton[image: External link], Amoy[image: External link], Fuchow[image: External link], Ningpo[image: External link] and Shanghai[image: External link] to western trade and missionaries, and to cede Hong Kong Island[image: External link] to Britain. It revealed weaknesses in the Qing government and provoked rebellions against the regime. In 1842, the Qing dynasty fought a war[image: External link] to the Sikh Empire[image: External link] (the last independent kingdom of India), resulting in a negotiated peace and a return to the status quo ante bellum.

The Taiping Rebellion[image: External link] in the mid-19th century was the first major instance of anti-Manchu sentiment[image: External link]. Amid widespread social unrest and worsening famine, the rebellion not only posed the most serious threat towards Qing rulers, it has also been called the "bloodiest civil war of all time"; during its fourteen-year course from 1850 to 1864 between 20 and 30 million people died.[81] Hong Xiuquan[image: External link], a failed civil service[image: External link] candidate, in 1851 launched an uprising in Guizhou[image: External link] province, and established the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom[image: External link] with Hong himself as king. Hong announced that he had visions of God[image: External link] and that he was the brother of Jesus Christ. Slavery, concubinage, arranged marriage, opium smoking, footbinding, judicial torture, and the worship of idols were all banned. However, success led to internal feuds, defections and corruption. In addition, British and French troops, equipped with modern weapons, had come to the assistance of the Qing imperial army. It was not until 1864 that Qing armies under Zeng Guofan[image: External link] succeeded in crushing the revolt. After the outbreak of this rebellion, there were also revolts by the Muslims[image: External link] and Miao people[image: External link] of China against the Qing dynasty, most notably in the Miao Rebellion (1854–73)[image: External link] in Guizhou[image: External link], the Panthay Rebellion[image: External link] (1856–1873) in Yunnan[image: External link] and the Dungan Revolt (1862–77)[image: External link] in the northwest.

The Western powers, largely unsatisfied with the Treaty of Nanjing, gave grudging support to the Qing government during the Taiping[image: External link] and Nian Rebellions[image: External link]. China's income fell sharply during the wars as vast areas of farmland were destroyed, millions of lives were lost, and countless armies were raised and equipped to fight the rebels. In 1854, Britain tried to re-negotiate the Treaty of Nanjing, inserting clauses allowing British commercial access to Chinese rivers and the creation of a permanent British embassy at Beijing.

In 1856, Qing authorities, in searching for a pirate, boarded a ship, the Arrow, which the British claimed had been flying the British flag, an incident which led to the Second Opium War[image: External link]. In 1858, facing no other options, the Xianfeng Emperor[image: External link] agreed to the Treaty of Tientsin[image: External link], which contained clauses deeply insulting to the Chinese, such as a demand that all official Chinese documents be written in English and a proviso granting British warships unlimited access to all navigable Chinese rivers.

Ratification of the treaty in the following year led to a resumption of hostilities and in 1860, with Anglo-French forces marching on Beijing, the emperor and his court fled the capital for the imperial hunting lodge at Rehe[image: External link]. Once in Beijing, the Anglo-French forces looted the Old Summer Palace[image: External link] and, in an act of revenge for the arrest of several Englishmen, burnt it to the ground. Prince Gong[image: External link], a younger half-brother of the emperor, who had been left as his brother's proxy in the capital, was forced to sign the Convention of Beijing[image: External link]. Meanwhile, the humiliated emperor died in the following year at Rehe.
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 Self-strengthening and the frustration of reforms




Yet the dynasty rallied. Chinese generals and officials such as Zuo Zongtang[image: External link] led the suppression of rebellions and stood behind the Manchus. When the Tongzhi Emperor[image: External link] came to the throne at the age of five in 1861, these officials rallied around him in what was called the Tongzhi Restoration[image: External link]. Their aim was to adopt western military technology in order to preserve Confucian values. Zeng Guofan[image: External link], in alliance with Prince Gong, sponsored the rise of younger officials such as Li Hongzhang[image: External link], who put the dynasty back on its feet financially and instituted the Self-Strengthening Movement[image: External link]. The reformers then proceeded with institutional reforms, including China's first unified ministry of foreign affairs, the Zongli Yamen[image: External link]; allowing foreign diplomats to reside in the capital; establishment of the Imperial Maritime Customs Service[image: External link]; the formation of modernized armies, such as the Beiyang Army[image: External link], as well as a navy; and the purchase from Europeans of armament factories. [82]

The dynasty lost control of peripheral territories bit by bit. In return for promises of support against the British and the French, the Russian Empire[image: External link] took large chunks of territory in the Northeast in 1860. The period of cooperation between the reformers and the European powers ended with the Tientsin Massacre[image: External link] of 1870, which was incited by the murder of French nuns set off by the belligerence of local French diplomats. Starting with the Cochinchina Campaign[image: External link] in 1858, France expanded control of Indochina. By 1883, France was in full control of the region and had reached the Chinese border. The Sino-French War[image: External link] began with a surprise attack by the French on the Chinese southern fleet at Fuzhou. After that the Chinese declared war on the French. A French invasion of Taiwan was halted[image: External link] and the French were defeated on land in Tonkin at the Battle of Bang Bo[image: External link]. However Japan threatened to enter the war against China due to the Gapsin Coup and China chose to end the war with negotiations. The war ended in 1885 with the Treaty of Tientsin (1885)[image: External link] and the Chinese recognition of the French protectorate in Vietnam.[83]

In 1884, pro-Japanese Koreans in Seoul led the Gapsin Coup[image: External link]. Tensions between China and Japan rose after China intervened to suppress the uprising. Japanese Prime Minister Itō Hirobumi[image: External link] and Li Hongzhang signed the Convention of Tientsin[image: External link], an agreement to withdraw troops simultaneously, but the First Sino-Japanese War[image: External link] of 1895 was a military humiliation. The Treaty of Shimonoseki[image: External link] recognized Korean independence and ceded Taiwan[image: External link] and the Pescadores[image: External link] to Japan. The terms might have been harsher, but when Japanese citizen attacked and wounded Li Hongzhang, an international outcry shamed the Japanese into revising them. The original agreement stipulated the cession of Liaodong Peninsula[image: External link] to Japan, but Russia, with its own designs on the territory, along with Germany and France, in what was known as the Triple Intervention[image: External link], successfully put pressure on the Japanese to abandon the peninsula.

These years saw an evolution in the participation of Empress Dowager Cixi[image: External link] ( Wade–Giles[image: External link]: Tz'u-Hsi) in state affairs. She entered the imperial palace in the 1850s as a concubine to the Xianfeng Emperor[image: External link] (r. 1850–1861) and came to power in 1861 after her five-year-old son, the Tongzhi Emperor ascended the throne. She, the Empress Dowager Ci'an[image: External link] (who had been Xianfeng's empress), and Prince Gong (a son of the Daoguang Emperor), staged a coup that ousted several regents for the boy emperor. Between 1861 and 1873, she and Ci'an served as regents, choosing the reign title "Tongzhi" (ruling together). Following the emperor's death in 1875, Cixi's nephew, the Guangxu Emperor[image: External link], took the throne, in violation of the dynastic custom that the new emperor be of the next generation, and another regency began. In the spring of 1881, Ci'an suddenly died, aged only forty-three, leaving Cixi as sole regent. [84]

From 1889, when Guangxu began to rule in his own right, to 1898, the Empress Dowager lived in semi-retirement, spending the majority of the year at the Summer Palace[image: External link]. On November 1, 1897, two German Roman Catholic missionaries were murdered in the southern part of Shandong Province[image: External link] (the Juye Incident[image: External link]). Germany[image: External link] used the murders as a pretext for a naval occupation of Jiaozhou Bay[image: External link]. The occupation prompted a "scramble for concessions" in 1898, which included the German lease of Jiazhou Bay[image: External link], the Russian acquisition of Liaodong[image: External link], and the British lease of the New Territories of Hong Kong[image: External link].

In the wake of these external defeats, the Guangxu Emperor initiated the Hundred Days' Reform[image: External link] of 1898. Newer, more radical advisers such as Kang Youwei[image: External link] were given positions of influence. The emperor issued a series of edicts and plans were made to reorganize the bureaucracy, restructure the school system, and appoint new officials. Opposition from the bureaucracy was immediate and intense. Although she had been involved in the initial reforms, the empress dowager stepped in to call them off, arrested and executed several reformers, and took over day-to-day control of policy. Yet many of the plans stayed in place, and the goals of reform were implanted.[85]

Widespread drought in North China, combined with the imperialist designs of European powers and the instability of the Qing government, created conditions that led to the emergence of the Righteous and Harmonious Fists, or " Boxers[image: External link]." In 1900, local groups of Boxers proclaiming support for the Qing dynasty murdered foreign missionaries and large numbers of Chinese Christians, then converged on Beijing to besiege the Foreign Legation Quarter. A coalition of European, Japanese, and Russian armies (the Eight-Nation Alliance[image: External link]) then entered China without diplomatic notice, much less permission. Cixi declared war on all of these nations, only to lose control of Beijing after a short, but hard-fought campaign. She fled to Xi'an[image: External link]. The victorious allies drew up scores of demands on the Qing government, including compensation for their expenses in invading China and execution of complicit officials.[86]
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 Reform, revolution, collapse




By the early 20th century, mass civil disorder had begun in China, and it was growing continuously. To overcome such problems, Empress Dowager Cixi[image: External link] issued an imperial edict in 1901 calling for reform proposals from the governors-general and governors and initiated the era of the dynasty's "New Policies[image: External link]", also known as the "Late Qing Reform". The edict paved the way for the most far-reaching reforms in terms of their social consequences, including the creation of a national education system and the abolition of the imperial examinations[image: External link] in 1905.[87]

The Guangxu Emperor died on November 14, 1908, and on November 15, 1908, Cixi also died. Rumors held that she or Yuan Shikai[image: External link] ordered trusted eunuchs to poison the Guangxu Emperor, and an autopsy conducted nearly a century later confirmed lethal levels of arsenic in his corpse.[88] Puyi[image: External link], the oldest son of Zaifeng, Prince Chun[image: External link], and nephew to the childless Guangxu Emperor, was appointed successor at the age of two, leaving Zaifeng with the regency. This was followed by the dismissal of General Yuan Shikai from his former positions of power. In April 1911 Zaifeng created a cabinet in which there were two vice-premiers. Nonetheless, this cabinet was also known by contemporaries as "The Royal Cabinet" because among the thirteen cabinet members, five were members of the imperial family or Aisin Gioro[image: External link] relatives.[89] This brought a wide range of negative opinions from senior officials like Zhang Zhidong[image: External link]. The Wuchang Uprising[image: External link] of October 10, 1911, led to the creation of a new central government, the Republic of China[image: External link], in Nanjing[image: External link] with Sun Yat-sen[image: External link] as its provisional head. Many provinces soon began "separating" from Qing control. Seeing a desperate situation unfold, the Qing government brought Yuan Shikai back to military power. He took control of his Beiyang Army[image: External link] to crush the revolution in Wuhan at the Battle of Yangxia[image: External link]. After taking the position of Prime Minister[image: External link] and creating his own cabinet, Yuan Shikai went as far as to ask for the removal of Zaifeng from the regency. This removal later proceeded with directions from Empress Dowager Longyu[image: External link].

With Zaifeng gone, Yuan Shikai and his Beiyang commanders effectively dominated Qing politics. He reasoned that going to war would be unreasonable and costly, especially when noting that the Qing government had a goal for constitutional monarchy. Similarly, Sun Yat-sen's government wanted a republican constitutional reform, both aiming for the benefit of China's economy and populace. With permission from Empress Dowager Longyu, Yuan Shikai began negotiating with Sun Yat-sen, who decided that his goal had been achieved in forming a republic, and that therefore he could allow Yuan to step into the position of President of the Republic of China[image: External link].

On 12 February 1912, after rounds of negotiations, Longyu issued an imperial edict bringing about the abdication of the child emperor Puyi. This brought an end to over 2,000 years of Imperial China and began an extended period of instability of warlord factionalism[image: External link]. The unorganized political and economic systems combined with a widespread criticism of Chinese culture led to questioning and doubt about the future. In the 1930s, the Empire of Japan[image: External link] invaded Northeast China and founded Manchukuo[image: External link] in 1932, with Puyi, as the emperor. After the invasion by the Soviet Union[image: External link], Manchukuo collapsed in 1945.
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See also: Mandarin (bureaucrat) § Ranks under the Qing dynasty[image: External link], and List of emperors of the Qing dynasty[image: External link]


The early Qing emperors adopted the bureaucratic structures and institutions from the preceding Ming dynasty[image: External link] but split rule between Han Chinese and Manchus, with some positions also given to Mongols.[90] Like previous dynasties, the Qing recruited officials via the imperial examination system[image: External link], until the system was abolished in 1905. The Qing divided the positions into civil and military positions, each having nine grades or ranks, each subdivided into a and b categories. Civil appointments ranged from an attendant to the emperor or a Grand Secretary in the Forbidden City (highest) to being a prefectural tax collector, deputy jail warden, deputy police commissioner, or tax examiner. Military appointments ranged from being a field marshal or chamberlain of the imperial bodyguard to a third class sergeant, corporal or a first or second class private.[91]
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The formal structure of the Qing government centered on the Emperor as the absolute ruler, who presided over six Boards (Ministries[c]), each headed by two presidents[d] and assisted by four vice presidents.[e] In contrast to the Ming system, however, Qing ethnic policy dictated that appointments were split between Manchu noblemen and Han officials who had passed the highest levels of the state examinations[image: External link]. The Grand Secretariat,[f] which had been an important policy-making body under the Ming, lost its importance during the Qing and evolved into an imperial chancery. The institutions which had been inherited from the Ming formed the core of the Qing "Outer Court," which handled routine matters and was located in the southern part of the Forbidden City[image: External link].

In order not to let the routine administration take over the running of the empire, the Qing emperors made sure that all important matters were decided in the "Inner Court," which was dominated by the imperial family and Manchu nobility and which was located in the northern part of the Forbidden City. The core institution of the inner court was the Grand Council[image: External link].[g] It emerged in the 1720s under the reign of the Yongzheng Emperor[image: External link] as a body charged with handling Qing military campaigns against the Mongols, but it soon took over other military and administrative duties and served to centralize authority under the crown.[92] The Grand Councillors[h] served as a sort of privy council[image: External link] to the emperor.

The Six Ministries and their respective areas of responsibilities were as follows:

Board of Civil Appointments[i]


	The personnel administration of all civil officials – including evaluation, promotion, and dismissal. It was also in charge of the "honours list".



Board of Revenue[j]


	The literal translation of the Chinese word hu (户) is "household". For much of Qing history, the government's main source of revenue came from taxation on landownership supplemented by official monopolies on salt[image: External link], which was an essential household item, and tea. Thus, in the predominantly agrarian Qing dynasty, the "household" was the basis of imperial finance. The department was charged with revenue collection and the financial management of the government.



Board of Rites[k]


	This board was responsible for all matters concerning court protocol. It organized the periodic worship of ancestors and various gods by the emperor, managed relations with tributary nations[image: External link], and oversaw the nationwide civil examination system[image: External link].



Board of War[l]


	Unlike its Ming predecessor, which had full control over all military matters, the Qing Board of War had very limited powers. First, the Eight Banners[image: External link] were under the direct control of the emperor and hereditary Manchu and Mongol princes, leaving the ministry only with authority over the Green Standard Army[image: External link]. Furthermore, the ministry's functions were purely administrative. Campaigns and troop movements were monitored and directed by the emperor, first through the Manchu ruling council, and later through the Grand Council.



Board of Punishments[m]


	The Board of Punishments handled all legal matters, including the supervision of various law courts and prisons. The Qing legal framework[image: External link] was relatively weak compared to modern day legal systems, as there was no separation of executive and legislative branches of government. The legal system could be inconsistent, and, at times, arbitrary, because the emperor ruled by decree and had final say on all judicial outcomes. Emperors could (and did) overturn judgements of lower courts from time to time. Fairness of treatment was also an issue under the system of control practised by the Manchu government over the Han Chinese majority. To counter these inadequacies and keep the population in line, the Qing government maintained a very harsh penal code towards the Han populace, but it was no more severe than previous Chinese dynasties.



Board of Works[n]


	The Board of Works handled all governmental building projects, including palaces, temples and the repairs of waterways and flood canals. It was also in charge of minting coinage.



From the early Qing, the central government was characterized by a system of dual appointments by which each position in the central government had a Manchu and a Han Chinese assigned to it. The Han Chinese appointee was required to do the substantive work and the Manchu to ensure Han loyalty to Qing rule.[93] The distinction between Han Chinese and Manchus extended to their court costumes. During the Qianlong Emperor[image: External link]'s reign, for example, members of his family were distinguished by garments with a small circular emblem on the back, whereas Han officials wore clothing with a square emblem.

In addition to the six boards, there was a Lifan Yuan[image: External link] unique to the Qing government. This institution was established to supervise the administration of Tibet and the Mongol lands. As the empire expanded, it took over administrative responsibility of all minority ethnic groups living in and around the empire, including early contacts with Russia – then seen as a tribute nation. The office had the status of a full ministry and was headed by officials of equal rank. However, appointees were at first restricted only to candidates of Manchu and Mongol ethnicity, until later open to Han Chinese as well.

Even though the Board of Rites and Lifan Yuan performed some duties of a foreign office, they fell short of developing into a professional foreign service. It was not until 1861 – a year after losing the Second Opium War[image: External link] to the Anglo-French coalition – that the Qing government bowed to foreign pressure and created a proper foreign affairs office known as the Zongli Yamen[image: External link]. The office was originally intended to be temporary and was staffed by officials seconded from the Grand Council. However, as dealings with foreigners became increasingly complicated and frequent, the office grew in size and importance, aided by revenue from customs duties which came under its direct jurisdiction.

There was also another government institution called Imperial Household Department[image: External link] which was unique to the Qing dynasty. It was established before the fall of the Ming, but it became mature only after 1661, following the death of the Shunzhi Emperor[image: External link] and the accession of his son, the Kangxi Emperor[image: External link].[94] The department's original purpose was to manage the internal affairs of the imperial family and the activities of the inner palace[image: External link] (in which tasks it largely replaced eunuchs[image: External link]), but it also played an important role in Qing relations with Tibet[image: External link] and Mongolia[image: External link], engaged in trading activities (jade, ginseng[image: External link], salt, furs, etc.), managed textile factories in the Jiangnan[image: External link] region, and even published books.[95] Relations with the Salt Superintendents and salt merchants[image: External link], such as those at Yangzhou, were particularly lucrative, especially since they were direct, and did not go through absorptive layers of bureaucracy. The department was manned by booi[image: External link],[o] or "bondservants," from the Upper Three Banners[image: External link].[96] By the 19th century, it managed the activities of at least 56 subagencies.[94][97]
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 Administrative divisions




Further information: History of the administrative divisions of China before 1912 § Provinces and Protectorates under the Qing dynasty[image: External link], and Qing dynasty in Inner Asia[image: External link]


Qing China reached its largest extent during the 18th century, when it ruled China proper[image: External link] (eighteen provinces) as well as the areas of present-day Northeast China[image: External link], Inner Mongolia[image: External link], Outer Mongolia[image: External link], Xinjiang[image: External link] and Tibet[image: External link], at approximately 13 million km2 in size. There were originally 18 provinces, all of which in China proper, but later this number was increased to 22, with Manchuria and Xinjiang being divided or turned into provinces. Taiwan[image: External link], originally part of Fujian[image: External link] province, became a province of its own in the 19th century, but was ceded to the Empire of Japan[image: External link] following the First Sino-Japanese War[image: External link] by the end of the century. In addition, many surrounding countries, such as Korea[image: External link] (Joseon dynasty[image: External link]), Vietnam frequently paid tribute[image: External link] to China during much of this period. The Katoor dynasty[image: External link] of Afghanistan also paid tribute to the Qing dynasty of China until the mid-19th century.[98] During the Qing dynasty the Chinese claimed suzerainty over the Taghdumbash Pamir[image: External link] in the south west of Tashkurgan Tajik Autonomous County[image: External link] but permitted the Mir of Hunza[image: External link] to administer the region in return for a tribute[image: External link]. Until 1937 the inhabitants paid tribute to the Mir of Hunza[image: External link], who exercised control over the pastures.[99] Khanate of Kokand[image: External link] were forced to submit as protectorate[image: External link] and pay tribute to the Qing dynasty in China between 1774 and 1798.


	Northern and southern circuits of Tian Shan[image: External link] (later became Xinjiang[image: External link] province) – sometimes the small semi-autonomous Kumul Khanate[image: External link] and Turfan Khanate are placed into an "Eastern Circuit"

	
Outer Mongolia[image: External link] – Khalkha[image: External link], Kobdo league[image: External link], Köbsgöl[image: External link], Tannu Urianha[image: External link]


	
Inner Mongolia[image: External link] – 6 leagues (Jirim, Josotu, Juu Uda, Shilingol, Ulaan Chab, Ihe Juu)

	Other Mongolian leagues – Alshaa khoshuu (League-level khoshuu), Ejine khoshuu, Ili khoshuu (in Xinjiang[image: External link]), Köke Nuur[image: External link] league; directly ruled areas: Dariganga[image: External link] (Special region designated as Emperor's pasture), Guihua Tümed[image: External link], Chakhar[image: External link], Hulunbuir[image: External link]


	
Tibet[image: External link] ( Ü-Tsang[image: External link] and western Kham[image: External link], approximately the area of present-day Tibet Autonomous Region[image: External link])

	
Manchuria[image: External link] (Northeast China, later became provinces)




	Eighteen provinces (China proper[image: External link] provinces)






	

	Zhili[image: External link]

	Henan[image: External link]

	Shandong[image: External link]

	Shanxi[image: External link]

	Shaanxi[image: External link]

	Gansu[image: External link]

	Hubei[image: External link]

	Hunan[image: External link]

	Guangdong[image: External link]

	Guangxi[image: External link]




	

	Sichuan[image: External link]

	Yunnan[image: External link]

	Guizhou[image: External link]

	Jiangsu[image: External link]

	Jiangxi[image: External link]

	Zhejiang[image: External link]

	
Fujian[image: External link] (incl. Taiwan Prefecture[image: External link] until 1885)

	Anhui[image: External link]











	Additional provinces in the late Qing dynasty






	

	Xinjiang[image: External link]

	
Fujian-Taiwan-Province[image: External link] (until 1895)




	

	Fengtian, later renamed and known today as Liaoning[image: External link]


	Jilin[image: External link]




	

	Heilongjiang[image: External link]
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 Territorial administration




The Qing organization of provinces[image: External link] was based on the fifteen administrative units set up by the Ming dynasty, later made into eighteen provinces by splitting for example, Huguang[image: External link] into Hubei and Hunan provinces. The provincial bureaucracy continued the Yuan and Ming practice of three parallel lines, civil, military, and censorate[image: External link], or surveillance. Each province was administered by a governor[image: External link] ( 巡撫[image: External link], xunfu) and a provincial military commander[image: External link] ( 提督[image: External link], tidu). Below the province were prefectures[image: External link] ( 府[image: External link], fu) operating under a prefect ( 知府[image: External link], zhīfǔ), followed by subprefectures[image: External link] under a subprefect. The lowest unit was the county[image: External link], overseen by a county magistrate[image: External link]. The eighteen provinces are also known as "China proper". The position of viceroy[image: External link] or governor-general ( 總督[image: External link], zongdu) was the highest rank in the provincial administration. There were eight regional viceroys in China proper, each usually took charge of two or three provinces. The Viceroy of Zhili[image: External link], who was responsible for the area surrounding the capital Beijing[image: External link], is usually considered as the most honorable and powerful viceroy among the eight.


	
Viceroy of Zhili[image: External link] – in charge of Zhili[image: External link]


	
Viceroy of Shaan-Gan[image: External link] – in charge of Shaanxi[image: External link] and Gansu[image: External link]


	
Viceroy of Liangjiang[image: External link] – in charge of Jiangsu[image: External link], Jiangxi[image: External link], and Anhui[image: External link]


	
Viceroy of Huguang[image: External link] – in charge of Hubei[image: External link] and Hunan[image: External link]


	
Viceroy of Sichuan[image: External link] – in charge of Sichuan[image: External link]


	
Viceroy of Min-Zhe[image: External link] – in charge of Fujian[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link], and Zhejiang[image: External link]


	
Viceroy of Liangguang[image: External link] – in charge of Guangdong[image: External link] and Guangxi[image: External link]


	
Viceroy of Yun-Gui[image: External link] – in charge of Yunnan[image: External link] and Guizhou[image: External link]




By the mid-18th century, the Qing had successfully put outer regions such as Inner[image: External link] and Outer Mongolia[image: External link], Tibet[image: External link] and Xinjiang[image: External link] under its control. Imperial commissioners[image: External link] and garrisons were sent to Mongolia and Tibet to oversee their affairs. These territories were also under supervision of a central government institution called Lifan Yuan[image: External link]. Qinghai[image: External link] was also put under direct control of the Qing court. Xinjiang, also known as Chinese Turkestan, was subdivided into the regions north and south of the Tian Shan[image: External link] mountains, also known today as Dzungaria[image: External link] and Tarim Basin[image: External link] respectively, but the post of Ili General was established in 1762 to exercise unified military and administrative jurisdiction over both regions. Dzungaria was fully opened to Han migration by the Qianlong Emperor from the beginning. Han migrants were at first forbidden from permanently settling in the Tarim Basin but were the ban was lifted after the invasion by Jahangir Khoja[image: External link] in the 1820s. Likewise, Manchuria[image: External link] was also governed by military generals until its division into provinces, though some areas of Xinjiang and Northeast China were lost to the Russian Empire[image: External link] in the mid-19th century. Manchuria was originally separated from China proper by the Inner Willow Palisade[image: External link], a ditch and embankment planted with willows intended to restrict the movement of the Han Chinese, as the area was off-limits to civilian Han Chinese until the government started colonizing the area, especially since the 1860s.[100]

With respect to these outer regions, the Qing maintained imperial control, with the emperor acting as Mongol khan, patron of Tibetan Buddhism[image: External link] and protector of Muslims[image: External link]. However, Qing policy changed with the establishment of Xinjiang province in 1884. During The Great Game[image: External link] era, taking advantage of the Dungan revolt[image: External link] in northwest China, Yaqub Beg[image: External link] invaded Xinjiang from Central Asia with support from the British Empire, and made himself the ruler of the kingdom of Kashgaria[image: External link]. The Qing court sent forces to defeat Yaqub Beg and Xinjiang was reconquered, and then the political system of China proper was formally applied onto Xinjiang. The Kumul Khanate[image: External link], which was incorporated into the Qing empire as a vassal after helping Qing defeat the Zunghars in 1757, maintained its status after Xinjiang turned into a province through the end of the dynasty in the Xinhai Revolution[image: External link] up until 1930.[101] In early 20th century, Britain sent an expedition force[image: External link] to Tibet[image: External link] and forced Tibetans to sign a treaty. The Qing court responded by asserting Chinese sovereignty over Tibet,[102] resulting in the 1906 Anglo-Chinese Convention signed between Britain and China. The British agreed not to annex Tibetan territory or to interfere in the administration of Tibet, while China engaged not to permit any other foreign state to interfere with the territory or internal administration of Tibet.[103] Furthermore, similar to Xinjiang which was converted into a province earlier, the Qing government also turned Manchuria into three provinces in the early 20th century, officially known as the "Three Northeast Provinces[image: External link]", and established the post of Viceroy of the Three Northeast Provinces[image: External link] to oversee these provinces, making the total number of regional viceroys to nine.
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 Military




Main article: Military of the Qing dynasty[image: External link]


See also: Military history of China before 1911 § Qing[image: External link]
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 Beginnings and early development




The early Qing military was rooted in the Eight Banners[image: External link] first developed by Nurhaci[image: External link] to organize Jurchen[image: External link] society beyond petty clan affiliations. There were eight banners in all, differentiated by color. The yellow, bordered yellow, and white banners were known as the "Upper Three Banners" and were under the direct command of the emperor. Only Manchus belonging to the Upper Three Banners, and selected Han Chinese who had passed the highest level of martial exams could serve as the emperor's personal bodyguards. The remaining Banners were known as the "Lower Five Banners." They were commanded by hereditary Manchu princes descended from Nurhachi's immediate family, known informally as the "Iron cap princes[image: External link]". Together they formed the ruling council of the Manchu nation[image: External link] as well as high command of the army. Nurhachi's son Hong Taiji[image: External link] expanded the system to include mirrored Mongol and Han Banners. After capturing Beijing[image: External link] in 1644, the relatively small Banner armies were further augmented by the Green Standard Army[image: External link], made up of those Ming troops who had surrendered to the Qing, which eventually outnumbered Banner troops three to one. They maintained their Ming era organization and were led by a mix of Banner and Green Standard officers.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Banner Armies were organized along ethnic lines, namely Manchu and Mongol, but included non-Manchu bondservants registered under the household of their Manchu masters. The years leading up to the conquest increased the number of Han Chinese[image: External link] under Manchu rule, leading Hong Taiji to create the Eight Han Banners ( zh[image: External link]), and around the time of the Qing takeover of Beijing, their numbers rapidly swelled.[104] Han Bannermen held high status and power in the early Qing period, especially immediately after the conquest during Shunzhi and Kangxi's reign where they dominated Governor-Generalships and Governorships across China at the expense of both Manchu Bannermen and Han civilians. Han also numerically dominated the Banners up until the mid 18th century. European visitors in Beijing called them "Tartarized Chinese" or "Tartarified Chinese". It was in Qianlong's reign that the Qianlong Emperor, concerned about maintaining Manchu identity, re-emphasized Manchu ethnicity, ancestry, language, and culture in the Eight Banners and started a mass discharge of Han Bannermen from the Eight Banners, either asking them to voluntarily resign from the Banner rolls or striking their names off. This led to a change from Han majority to a Manchu majority within the Banner system,[105] and previous Han Bannermen garrisons in southern China such as at Fuzhou, Zhenjiang, Guangzhou, were replaced by Manchu Bannermen in the purge, which started in 1754. The turnover by Qianlong most heavily impacted Han banner garrisons stationed in the provinces while it less impacted Han Bannermen in Beijing, leaving a larger proportion of remaining Han Bannermen in Beijing than the provinces.[106] Han Bannermen's status was decreased from that point on with Manchu Banners gaining higher status. Han Bannermen numbered 75% in 1648 Shunzhi's reign, 72% in 1723 Yongzheng's reign, but decreased to 43% in 1796 during the first year of Jiaqing's reign, which was after Qianlong's purge. The mass discharge was known as the Disbandment of the Han Banners ( zh[image: External link]). Qianlong directed most of his ire at those Han Bannermen descended from defectors who joined the Qing after the Qing passed through the Great Wall at Shanhai Pass in 1644, deeming their ancestors as traitors to the Ming and therefore untrustworthy, while retaining Han Bannermen who were descended from defectors who joined the Qing before 1644 in Liaodong and marched through Shanhai pass, also known as those who "followed the Dragon through the pass" (從龍入關; cong long ru guan).

After a century of peace the Manchu Banner troops lost their fighting edge. Before the conquest, the Manchu banner had been a "citizen" army whose members were farmers and herders obligated to provide military service in times of war. The decision to turn the banner troops into a professional force whose every need was met by the state brought wealth, corruption, and decline as a fighting force. The Green Standard Army declined in a similar way.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Rebellion and modernization




Early during the Taiping Rebellion[image: External link], Qing forces suffered a series of disastrous defeats culminating in the loss of the regional capital city of Nanjing[image: External link] in 1853. Shortly thereafter, a Taiping[image: External link] expeditionary force penetrated as far north as the suburbs of Tianjin[image: External link], the imperial heartlands. In desperation the Qing court ordered a Chinese official, Zeng Guofan[image: External link], to organize regional and village militias into an emergency army called tuanlian[image: External link]. Zeng Guofan's strategy was to rely on local gentry to raise a new type of military organization from those provinces that the Taiping rebels directly threatened. This new force became known as the Xiang Army[image: External link], named after the Hunan[image: External link] region where it was raised. The Xiang Army was a hybrid of local militia and a standing army. It was given professional training, but was paid for out of regional coffers and funds its commanders – mostly members of the Chinese gentry – could muster. The Xiang Army and its successor, the Huai Army[image: External link], created by Zeng Guofan's colleague and mentee Li Hongzhang[image: External link], were collectively called the "Yong Ying[image: External link]" (Brave Camp).[107]

Zeng Guofan had no prior military experience. Being a classically educated official, he took his blueprint for the Xiang Army from the Ming general Qi Jiguang[image: External link], who, because of the weakness of regular Ming troops, had decided to form his own "private" army to repel raiding Japanese pirates[image: External link] in the mid-16th century. Qi Jiguang's doctrine was based on Neo-Confucian ideas of binding troops' loyalty to their immediate superiors and also to the regions in which they were raised. Zeng Guofan's original intention for the Xiang Army was simply to eradicate the Taiping rebels. However, the success of the Yongying system led to its becoming a permanent regional force within the Qing military, which in the long run created problems for the beleaguered central government.

First, the Yongying system signaled the end of Manchu dominance in Qing military establishment. Although the Banners and Green Standard armies lingered on as a drain on resources, henceforth the Yongying corps became the Qing government's de facto first-line troops. Second, the Yongying corps were financed through provincial coffers and were led by regional commanders, weakening central government's grip on the whole country. Finally, the nature of Yongying command structure fostered nepotism and cronyism amongst its commanders, who laid the seeds of regional warlordism in the first half of the 20th century.[108]

By the late 19th century, the most conservative elements within the Qing court could no longer ignore China's military weakness. In 1860, during the Second Opium War[image: External link], the capital Beijing was captured and the Summer Palace sacked by a relatively small Anglo-French coalition force numbering 25,000. The advent of modern weaponry resulting from the European Industrial Revolution[image: External link] had rendered China's traditionally trained and equipped army and navy obsolete. The government attempts to modernize during the Self-Strengthening Movement[image: External link] were initially successful, but yielded few lasting results because of the central government's lack of funds, lack of political will, and unwillingness to depart from tradition.[109]












Play media[image: External link]


[image: External link]

Footage of a naval battle during the First Sino-Japanese War[image: External link] (1894).





Losing the First Sino-Japanese War[image: External link] of 1894–1895 was a watershed. Japan[image: External link], a country long regarded by the Chinese as little more than an upstart nation of pirates, annihilated the Qing government's modernized Beiyang Fleet[image: External link], then deemed to be the strongest naval force in Asia. The Japanese victory occurred a mere three decades after the Meiji Restoration[image: External link] set a feudal Japan on course to emulate the Western nations in their economic and technological achievements. Finally, in December 1894, the Qing government took concrete steps to reform military institutions and to re-train selected units in westernized drills, tactics and weaponry. These units were collectively called the New Army[image: External link]. The most successful of these was the Beiyang Army[image: External link] under the overall supervision and control of a former Huai Army commander, General Yuan Shikai[image: External link], who used his position to build networks of loyal officers and eventually become President of the Republic of China[image: External link].[110]
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 Society




See also: Islam during the Qing dynasty[image: External link]


The most significant fact of early and mid-Qing social history was population growth. The population doubled during the 18th century. People in this period were also remarkably on the move. There is evidence suggesting that the empire's rapidly expanding population was geographically mobile on a scale, which, in term of its volume and its protracted and routinized nature, was unprecedented in Chinese history. Indeed, the Qing government did far more to encourage mobility than to discourage it. Migration took several different forms, though might be divided in two varieties: permanent migration for resettlement, and relocation conceived by the party (in theory at least) as a temporary sojourn. Parties to the latter would include the empire's increasingly large and mobile manual workforce, as well as its densely overlapping internal diaspora[image: External link] of local-origin-based merchant groups. It would also included the patterned movement of Qing subjects overseas, largely to Southeastern Asia[image: External link], in search of trade and other economic opportunities.[111]

According to statute, Qing society was divided into relatively closed estates, of which in most general terms there were five. Apart from the estates of the officials, the comparatively minuscule aristocracy, and the degree-holding literati[image: External link], there also existed a major division among ordinary Chinese between commoners and people with inferior status.[112] They were divided into two categories: one of them, the good "commoner" people, the other "mean" people. The majority of the population belonged to the first category and were described as liangmin, a legal term meaning good people, as opposed to jianmin meaning the mean (or ignoble) people. Qing law explicitly stated that the traditional four occupational groups[image: External link] of scholars, farmers, artisans and merchants were "good", or having a status of commoners. On the other hand, slaves or bondservants, entertainers (including prostitutes and actors), and those low-level employees of government officials were the "mean people". Mean people were considered legally inferior to commoners and suffered unequal treatments, forbidden to take the imperial examination[image: External link].[113]

According to one study, the homicide rate in Qing Chin "ranged between 0.35 and 1.47 per 100,000 inhabitants during the 1661–1898 period, a low level unmatched by Western Europe until the late 19th century. China's homicide rate rose steadily from 1661 to 1821 but declined gradually thereafter until the turn of the century."[114]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economy




See also: Economic history of China before 1912 § Qing (Manchu) Dynasty (1644–1912 CE)[image: External link]


By the end of the 17th century, the Chinese economy had recovered from the devastation caused by the wars in which the Ming dynasty[image: External link] were overthrown, and the resulting breakdown of order.[115] In the following century, markets continued to expand as in the late Ming period, but with more trade between regions, a greater dependence on overseas markets and a greatly increased population.[116] After the re-opening of the southeast coast, which had been closed in the late 17th century, foreign trade was quickly re-established, and was expanding at 4% per annum throughout the latter part of the 18th century.[117] China continued to export tea, silk and manufactures, creating a large, favorable trade balance[image: External link] with the West.[118] The resulting inflow of silver expanded the money supply, facilitating the growth of competitive and stable markets.[119]

The government broadened land ownership by returning land that had been sold to large landowners in the late Ming period by families unable to pay the land tax.[120] To give people more incentives to participate in the market, they reduced the tax burden in comparison with the late Ming, and replaced the corvée[image: External link] system with a head tax used to hire laborers.[121] The administration of the Grand Canal[image: External link] was made more efficient, and transport opened to private merchants.[122] A system of monitoring grain prices eliminated severe shortages, and enabled the price of rice to rise slowly and smoothly through the 18th century.[123] Wary of the power of wealthy merchants, Qing rulers limited their trading licenses and usually refused them permission to open new mines, except in poor areas.[124] These restrictions on domestic resource exploration, as well as on foreign trade, are held by some scholars[image: External link] as a cause of the Great Divergence[image: External link], by which the Western world[image: External link] overtook China economically.

By the end of the 18th century the population had risen to 300 million from approximately 150 million during the late Ming dynasty. The dramatic rise in population was due to several reasons, including the long period of peace and stability in the 18th century and the import of new crops China received from the Americas, including peanuts, sweet potatoes and maize. New species of rice from Southeast Asia[image: External link] led to a huge increase in production. Merchant guilds proliferated in all of the growing Chinese cities and often acquired great social and even political influence. Rich merchants with official connections built up huge fortunes and patronized literature, theater and the arts. Textile and handicraft production boomed.[118]
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 Arts and culture




See also: Chinese art § Late imperial China (1368–1911)[image: External link], Chinese literature § Classical fiction and drama[image: External link], Classical Chinese poetry § History and development[image: External link], and Qing poetry[image: External link]


Under the Qing, traditional forms of art flourished and innovations occurred at many levels and in many types. High levels of literacy, a successful publishing industry, prosperous cities, and the Confucian emphasis on cultivation all fed a lively and creative set of cultural fields.

The Qing emperors were generally adept at poetry and often skilled in painting, and offered their patronage to Confucian culture. The Kangxi and Qianlong Emperors, for instance, embraced Chinese traditions both to control them and to proclaim their own legitimacy. The Kangxi Emperor sponsored the Peiwen Yunfu[image: External link], a rhyme dictionary published in 1711, and the Kangxi Dictionary[image: External link] published in 1716, which remains to this day an authoritative reference. The Qianlong Emperor sponsored the largest collection of writings in Chinese history, the Siku Quanshu[image: External link], completed in 1782. Court painters made new versions of the Song masterpiece, Zhang Zeduan[image: External link]'s Along the River During the Qingming Festival[image: External link] whose depiction of a prosperous and happy realm demonstrated the beneficence of the emperor. The emperors undertook tours of the south and commissioned monumental scrolls to depict the grandeur of the occasion.[125] Imperial patronage also encouraged the industrial production of ceramics[image: External link] and Chinese export porcelain[image: External link]. Peking glassware[image: External link] became popular after European glass making processes were introduced by Jesuits to Beijing.[126][127]

Yet the most impressive aesthetic works were done among the scholars and urban elite. Calligraphy[image: External link] and painting[image: External link][128] remained a central interest to both court painters and scholar-gentry[image: External link] who considered the Four Arts[image: External link] part of their cultural identity and social standing.[129] The painting of the early years of the dynasty[image: External link] included such painters as the orthodox Four Wangs[image: External link] and the individualists Bada Shanren[image: External link] (1626–1705) and Shitao[image: External link] (1641–1707). The nineteenth century saw such innovations as the Shanghai School[image: External link] and the Lingnan School[130] which used the technical skills of tradition to set the stage for modern painting.

Traditional learning flourished, especially among Ming loyalists such as Dai Zhen[image: External link] and Gu Yanwu[image: External link], but scholars in the school of evidential learning[image: External link] made innovations in skeptical textual scholarship. Scholar-bureaucrats, including Lin Zexu[image: External link] and Wei Yuan[image: External link], developed a school of practical statecraft[image: External link] which rooted bureaucratic reform and restructuring in classical philosophy.

Literature[image: External link] grew to new heights in the Qing period. Poetry[image: External link] continued as a mark of the cultivated gentleman, but women wrote in larger and larger numbers and poets[image: External link] came from all walks of life. The poetry of the Qing dynasty is a lively field of research, being studied (along with the poetry of the Ming dynasty[image: External link]) for its association with Chinese opera[image: External link], developmental trends of Classical Chinese poetry[image: External link], the transition to a greater role for vernacular language[image: External link], and for poetry by women in Chinese culture[image: External link]. The Qing dynasty was a period of much literary collection and criticism, and many of the modern popular versions of Classical Chinese poems were transmitted through Qing dynasty anthologies, such as the Quantangshi[image: External link] and the Three Hundred Tang Poems[image: External link]. Pu Songling[image: External link] brought the short story form to a new level in his Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio[image: External link], published in the mid-18th century, and Shen Fu[image: External link] demonstrated the charm of the informal memoir in Six Chapters of a Floating Life[image: External link], written in the early 19th century but published only in 1877. The art of the novel reached a pinnacle in Cao Xueqin[image: External link]'s Dream of the Red Chamber[image: External link], but its combination of social commentary and psychological insight were echoed in highly skilled novels such as Wu Jingzi[image: External link]'s The Scholars[image: External link] (1750) and Li Ruzhen[image: External link]'s Flowers in the Mirror[image: External link] (1827).[131]

In drama, Kong Shangren[image: External link]'s Kunqu[image: External link] opera The Peach Blossom Fan[image: External link], completed in 1699, portrayed the tragic downfall of the Ming dynasty in romantic terms. The most prestigious form became the so-called Peking opera[image: External link], though local and folk opera were also widely popular.

Cuisine[image: External link] aroused a cultural pride in the accumulated richness of a long and varied past. The gentleman gourmet, such as Yuan Mei[image: External link], applied aesthetic standards to the art of cooking, eating, and appreciation of tea[image: External link] at a time when New World crops and products[image: External link] entered everyday life. The Suiyuan Shidan[image: External link] written by him, detailed the culinary esthetics and theory, along with a wide range of recipes from the ruling period of Qianlong during Qing Dynasty. The Manchu Han Imperial Feast[image: External link] originated at the court. Although this banquet was probably never common, it reflected an appreciation by Han Chinese for Manchu culinary customs.[132] Nevertheless, culinary traditionalists such as Yuan Mei lambasted the opulent culinary rituals of the Manchu Han Imperial Feast, saying that it is cause in part by "...the vulgar habits of bad chefs" and that "Display this trite are useful only for welcoming new relations through one’s gates or when the boss comes to visit." (皆惡廚陋習。只可用之於新親上門，上司入境)[133]

By the end of the nineteenth century, all elements of national artistic and cultural life had recognized and begun to come to terms with world culture as found in the West and Japan. Whether to stay within old forms or welcome Western models was now a conscious choice rather than an unchallenged acceptance of tradition. Classically trained Confucian scholars such as Liang Qichao[image: External link] and Wang Guowei[image: External link] broke ground later cultivated in the New Culture Movement[image: External link].
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^ The exact figure of Li Zicheng's forces at the battle of Shanhai Pass[image: External link] is disputed. Some primary sources, such as the official Qing and Ming court histories (Chinese: 《清世祖實錄》, 《明史》), cite 200,000. Modern historians[ who?[image: External link]] generally estimate Li Zicheng's army to be no larger than 100,000.


	
^ This event was recorded by Italian Jesuit[image: External link] Martin Martinius in his account Bellum Tartaricum with original text in Latin, first published in Rome 1654. First English edition, London: John Crook, 1654.


	
^ Chinese: 六部; pinyin: lìubù


	
^ simplified Chinese: 尚书; traditional Chinese: 尚書; pinyin: shàngshū; Manchu[image: External link]: ᠠᠯᡳᡥᠠ

ᠠᠮᠪᠠᠨ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: aliha amban;  Abkai[image: External link]: aliha amban


	
^ Chinese: 侍郎; pinyin: shìláng; Manchu[image: External link]: ᠠᠰᡥᠠᠨ ᡳ

ᠠᠮᠪᠠᠨ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: ashan i amban;  Abkai[image: External link]: ashan-i amban


	
^ simplified Chinese: 内阁; traditional Chinese: 內閣; pinyin: nèigé; Manchu[image: External link]: ᡩᠣᡵᡤᡳ

ᠶᠠᠮᡠᠨ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: dorgi yamun;  Abkai[image: External link]: dorgi yamun


	
^ simplified Chinese: 军机处; traditional Chinese: 軍機處; pinyin: jūnjī chù; Manchu[image: External link]: ᠴᠣᡠᡥᠠᡳ

ᠨᠠᠰᡥᡡᠨ ᡳ

ᠪᠠ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: coohai nashūn i ba;  Abkai[image: External link]: qouhai nashvn-i ba


	
^ simplified Chinese: 军机大臣; traditional Chinese: 軍機大臣; pinyin: jūnjī dàchén


	
^ Chinese: 吏部; pinyin: lìbù; Manchu[image: External link]: ᡥᠠᡶᠠᠨ ᡳ

ᠵᡠᡵᡤᠠᠨ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: hafan i jurgan;  Abkai[image: External link]: hafan-i jurgan


	
^ Chinese: 户部; pinyin: hùbù; Manchu[image: External link]: ᠪᠣᡳᡤᠣᠨ ᡳ
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ᠵᡠᡵᡤᠠᠨ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: dorolon i jurgan;  Abkai[image: External link]: dorolon-i jurgan


	
^ Chinese: 兵部; pinyin: bīngbù; Manchu[image: External link]: ᠴᠣᡠᡥᠠᡳ

ᠵᡠᡵᡤᠠᠨ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: coohai jurgan;  Abkai[image: External link]: qouhai jurgan


	
^ Chinese: 刑部; pinyin: xíngbù; Manchu[image: External link]: ᠪᡝᡳᡩᡝᡵᡝ

ᠵᡠᡵᡤᠠᠨ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: beidere jurgan;  Abkai[image: External link]: beidere jurgan


	
^ Chinese: 工部; pinyin: gōngbù; Manchu[image: External link]: ᠸᡝᡳᠯᡝᡵᡝ

ᠵᡠᡵᡤᠠᠨ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: weilere jurgan;  Abkai[image: External link]: weilere jurgan


	
^ Chinese: 包衣; pinyin: bāoyī; Manchu[image: External link]: ᠪᠣᡠᡳ;  Möllendorff[image: External link]: booi;  Abkai[image: External link]: boui
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Chinese economic Reform






Main article: Economy of China[image: External link]


"Reform and opening" redirects here. For the Soviet Union[image: External link] social-control and policy shifts whose name translates as "openness and reform/restructuring," see glasnost[image: External link] and perestroika[image: External link].

The Chinese economic reform (simplified Chinese[image: External link]: 改革开放; traditional Chinese[image: External link]: 改革開放; pinyin[image: External link]: Gǎigé kāifàng; literally: "reform and opening-up") refers to the program of economic reforms[image: External link] termed "Socialism with Chinese characteristics[image: External link]" in the People's Republic of China[image: External link] (PRC) that was started in December 1978 by reformists[image: External link] within the Communist Party of China[image: External link], led by Deng Xiaoping[image: External link].

China had one of the world's largest and most advanced economies[image: External link] prior to the nineteenth century.[1] In the 18th century, Adam Smith[image: External link] claimed China had long been one of the richest, that is, one of the most fertile, best cultivated, most industrious, most prosperous and most urbanized countries in the world.[2] The economy stagnated beginning in the 16th century[3] and even declined in absolute terms in the nineteenth and much of the twentieth century, with a brief recovery in the 1930s.[4][not in citation given[image: External link]]

Economic reforms introducing market principles began in 1978 and were carried out in two stages. The first stage, in the late 1970s and early 1980s, involved the decollectivization of agriculture, the opening up of the country to foreign investment, and permission for entrepreneurs[image: External link] to start businesses. However, most industry remained state-owned. The second stage of reform, in the late 1980s and 1990s, involved the privatization[image: External link] and contracting out[image: External link] of much state-owned industry and the lifting of price controls, protectionist policies, and regulations, although state monopolies[image: External link] in sectors such as banking and petroleum remained. The private sector grew remarkably, accounting for as much as 70 percent of China's gross domestic product[image: External link] by 2005.[5] From 1978 until 2013, unprecedented growth occurred, with the economy increasing by 9.5% a year. The conservative Hu-Wen Administration[image: External link] more heavily regulated and controlled the economy after 2005, reversing some reforms.[6]

The success of China's economic policies and the manner of their implementation has resulted in immense changes in Chinese society. Large-scale government planning programs alongside market characteristics have greatly decreased poverty, while incomes and income inequality[image: External link] have increased, leading to a backlash led by the New Left[image: External link]. In the academic scene, scholars have debated the reason for the success of the Chinese "dual-track" economy, and have compared them to attempts to reform socialism in the Eastern Bloc[image: External link] and the Soviet Union[image: External link]; as well as the growth of other developing economies.
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 Chinese economy prior to reform




During the 1930s, China developed a modern industrial sector, which stimulated modest but significant economic growth. Before the collapse of international trade that followed the onset of the Great Depression[image: External link], China’s share of world trade and its ratio of foreign trade to GDP[image: External link] achieved levels that were not regained for over sixty years.[4]

The economy was heavily disrupted by the war against Japan and the Chinese Civil War[image: External link] from 1937 to 1949, after which the victorious communists installed a planned economy.[4][not in citation given[image: External link]] Afterwards, the economy largely stagnated[citation needed[image: External link]] and was disrupted by the Great Leap Forward[image: External link] famine which killed between 30 and 40 million people, and the purges of the Cultural Revolution[image: External link] further disrupted the economy.[citation needed[image: External link]] Urban Chinese citizens experienced virtually no increase in living standards from 1957 onwards, and rural Chinese had no better living standards in the 1970s than the 1930s.[7][not in citation given[image: External link]] One study noted that average pay levels in the catering sector exceeded wages in higher education.[8]

The economic performance of the People's Republic of China was poor in comparison with other East Asian countries, such as Japan[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link] and rival Chiang Kai-shek[image: External link]'s Republic of China[image: External link]. [according to whom?[image: External link]] The economy was riddled with huge inefficiencies and malinvestments, and with Mao's death, the Communist Party of China[image: External link] (CPC) leadership turned to market-oriented reforms to salvage the failing economy.[9]
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 Course of reforms




Economic reforms began after Deng Xiaoping and his reformist allies ousted the Gang of Four Maoist faction. By the time Deng took power, there was widespread support among the elite for economic reforms. As the de facto leader, Deng's policies faced opposition from party conservatives but were extremely successful in increasing the country's wealth.
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 1978–84




Deng's first reforms began in agriculture[image: External link], a sector long neglected by the Communist Party[image: External link]. By the late 1970s, food supplies and production had become so deficient that government officials were warning that China was about to repeat the "disaster of 1959[image: External link]", the famines which killed tens of millions during the Great Leap Forward[image: External link].[10] Deng responded by decollectivizing agriculture and emphasizing the household-responsibility system[image: External link], which divided the land of the People's communes[image: External link] into private plots. Under the new policy, peasants were able to exercise formal control of their land as long as they sold a contracted portion of their crops to the government.[11] This move increased agricultural production by 25 percent between 1975 and 1985, setting a precedent for privatizing other parts of the economy.[12] The bottom-up approach of the reforms promoted by Deng, in contrast to the top-down approach of the Perestroika[image: External link] in the former Soviet Union, is considered an important factor contributing to the success of China’s economic transition.[13]

Reforms were also implemented in urban industry to increase productivity. A dual-price system was introduced, in which (State-owned enterprise reform 1979) state-owned industries were allowed to sell any production above the plan quota, and commodities were sold at both plan and market prices, allowing citizens to avoid the shortages[image: External link] of the Maoist era. Moreover, the adoption of Industrial Responsibility System 1980s further promote the development of state-owned enterprise by allowing individuals or groups to manage the enterprise by contract. Private businesses were allowed to operate for the first time since the Communist takeover, and they gradually began to make up a greater percentage of industrial output.[14] Price flexibility was also increased, expanding the service sector.[15]

The country was opened to foreign investment for the first time since the Kuomintang[image: External link] era. Deng created a series of special economic zones[image: External link] for foreign investment that were relatively free of the bureaucratic regulations and interventions that hampered economic growth. These regions became engines of growth for the national economy.[15]
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 1984–93




During this period, Deng Xiaoping's policies continued beyond the initial reforms. Controls on private businesses and government intervention continued to decrease, and there was small-scale privatization of state enterprises which had become unviable. A notable development was the decentralization[image: External link] of state control, leaving local provincial leaders to experiment with ways to increase economic growth and privatize the state sector.[16] Township and village enterprises[image: External link], firms nominally owned by local governments but effectively private, began to gain market share at the expense of the state sector.[17] Conservative elder opposition, led by Chen Yun[image: External link], prevented many major reforms which would have damaged the interests of special interest groups in the government bureaucracy.[18] Corruption and increased inflation increased discontent, contributing to the Tiananmen Square protests of 1989[image: External link] and a conservative backlash after that event which ousted several key reformers and threatened to reverse many of Deng's reforms.[19] However, Deng stood by his reforms and in 1992, he affirmed the need to continue reforms in his southern tour.[18] He also reopened the Shanghai Stock Exchange[image: External link] closed by Mao 40 years earlier.

Although the economy grew quickly during this period, economic troubles in the inefficient state sector[image: External link] increased. Heavy losses had to be made up by state revenues and acted as a drain upon the economy.[20] Inflation became problematic in 1985, 1988 and 1992.[19] Privatizations began to accelerate after 1992, and the private sector[image: External link] grew as a percentage of GDP. China's government slowly expanded recognition of the private economy, first as a "complement" to the state sector (1988) and then as an "important component" (1999) of the socialist market economy[image: External link].[21]
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 1993–2005




In the 1990s, Deng forced many of the conservative elders such as Chen Yun[image: External link] into retirement, allowing radical reforms to be carried out.[18] Despite Deng's death in 1997, reforms continued under his handpicked successors, Jiang Zemin[image: External link] and Zhu Rongji[image: External link], who were ardent reformers. In 1997 and 1998, large-scale privatization[image: External link] occurred, in which all state enterprises, except a few large monopolies, were liquidated and their assets sold to private investors. Between 2001 and 2004, the number of state-owned enterprises decreased by 48 percent.[17] During the same period, Jiang and Zhu also reduced tariffs[image: External link], trade barriers[image: External link], and regulations[image: External link]; reformed the banking system; dismantled much of the Mao-era social welfare system; forced the PLA to divest itself of military-run businesses;[22] reduced inflation; and joined the World Trade Organization[image: External link]. These moves invoked discontent among some groups, especially laid-off workers of state enterprises that had been privatized.[23]

The domestic private sector first exceeded 50% of GDP in 2005 and has further expanded since. Also in 2005, China was able to surpass Japan[image: External link] as the largest economy in Asia.[24] However, some state monopolies still remained, such as in petroleum and banking.[25]
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 2005–present




The conservative Hu-Wen Administration[image: External link] began to reverse some of Deng Xiaoping's reforms in 2005. Observers note that the government adopted more egalitarian and populist policies.[26] It increased subsidies and control over the health care sector,[27] halted privatization,[6] and adopted a loose monetary policy, which led to the formation of a U.S.-style property bubble in which property prices tripled.[28] The privileged state sector was the primary recipient of government investment, which under the new administration, promoted the rise of large "national champions" which could compete with large foreign corporations.[6]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economic performance since reform




China's economic growth since the reform has been very rapid, exceeding the East Asian Tigers[image: External link]. Economists estimate China's GDP[image: External link] growth from 1978 to 2013 at between 9.5% to around 11.5% a year. Since the beginning of Deng Xiaoping's reforms, China's GDP has risen tenfold.[29] The increase in total factor productivity[image: External link] (TFP) was the most important factor, with productivity accounting for 40.1% of the GDP increase, compared with a decline of 13.2% for the period 1957 to 1978—the height of Maoist policies. For the period 1978–2005, Chinese GDP per capita increased from 2.7% to 15.7% of U.S. GDP per capita, and from 53.7% to 188.5% of Indian GDP per capita. Per capita incomes grew at 6.6% a year.[30] Average wages rose sixfold between 1978 and 2005,[31] while absolute poverty declined from 41% of the population to 5% from 1978 to 2001.[32] Some scholars believed that China's economic growth has been understated, due to large sectors of the economy not being counted.[33]
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 Impact on world growth




China is widely seen as an engine of world and regional growth.[34] Surges in Chinese demand account for 50, 44 and 66 percent of export growth of Hong Kong, Japan and Taiwan respectively, and China's trade deficit with the rest of East Asia helped to revive the economies of Japan and Southeast Asia.[34] Asian leaders view China's economic growth as an "engine of growth for all Asia".[35]
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 Reforms in specific sectors




After three decades of reform, China's economy experienced one of the world's biggest booms. Agriculture and light industry have largely been privatized, while the state still retains control over some heavy industries. Despite the dominance of state ownership in finance, telecommunications, petroleum and other important sectors of the economy, private entrepreneurs continue to expand into sectors formerly reserved for public enterprise. Prices have also been liberalized.[36]
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 Agriculture




During the pre-reform period, Chinese agricultural performance was extremely poor and food shortages were common.[37] After Deng Xiaoping implemented the household responsibility system[image: External link], agricultural output increased by 8.2% a year, compared with 2.7% in the pre-reform period, despite a decrease in the area of land used.[37] Food prices fell nearly 50%, while agricultural incomes rose.[38]

A more fundamental transformation was the economy's growing adoption of cash crops[image: External link] instead of just growing rice and grain.[38] Vegetable and meat production increased to the point that Chinese agricultural production was adding the equivalent of California’s vegetable industry every two years. Growth in the sector slowed after 1984, with agriculture falling from 40% of GDP to 16%; however, increases in agricultural productivity allowed workers to be released for work in industry and services, while simultaneously increasing agricultural production.[39] Trade in agriculture was also liberalized and China became an exporter of food, a great contrast to its previous famines and shortages.[40]
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 Industry




In the pre-reform period, industry was largely stagnant and the socialist system presented few incentives for improvements in quality and productivity. With the introduction of the dual-price system and greater autonomy for enterprise managers, productivity increased greatly in the early 1980s.[41] Foreign enterprises and newly formed Township and Village Enterprises[image: External link], owned by local government and often de facto private firms, competed successfully with state-owned enterprises. By the 1990s, large-scale privatizations reduced the market share of both the Township and Village Enterprises and state-owned enterprises and increased the private sector's market share. The state sector's share of industrial output dropped from 81% in 1980 to 15% in 2005.[42] Foreign capital controls much of Chinese industry and plays an important role.[17]

From virtually an industrial backwater in 1978, China is now the world's biggest producer of concrete, steel, ships and textiles, and has the world's largest automobile market[image: External link]. Chinese steel output quadrupled between 1980 and 2000, and from 2000 to 2006 rose from 128.5 million tons to 418.8 million tons, one-third of global production.[43] Labor productivity at some Chinese steel firms exceeds Western productivity.[43] From 1975 to 1992, China's automobile production rose from 139,800 to 1.1 million, rising to 9.35 million in 2008.[44] Light industries such as textiles saw an even greater increase, due to reduced government interference. Chinese textile[image: External link] exports increased from 4.6% of world exports in 1980 to 24.1% in 2005. Textile output increased 18-fold over the same period.[45]

This increase in production is largely the result of the removal of barriers to entry and increased competition; the number of industrial firms rose from 377,300 in 1980 to nearly 8 million in 1990 and 1996; the 2004 economic census, which excluded enterprises with annual sales below RMB 5 million, counted 1.33 million manufacturing firms, with Jiangsu[image: External link] and Zhejiang[image: External link] reporting more firms than the nationwide total for 1980.[46] Compared to other East Asian industrial growth spurts, China's industrial performance exceeded Japan's but remained behind South Korea[image: External link] and Taiwan[image: External link]'s economies.[47]
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 Trade and foreign investment




Scholars find that China has attained a degree of openness that is unprecedented among large and populous nations, with competition from foreign goods in almost every sector of the economy. Foreign investment helped to greatly increase quality, knowledge and standards, especially in heavy industry. China's experience supports the assertion that globalization[image: External link] greatly increases wealth for poor countries.[46] Throughout the reform period, the government reduced tariffs and other trade barriers, with the overall tariff rate falling from 56% to 15%. By 2001, less than 40% of imports were subject to tariffs and only 9 percent of import were subject to licensing and import quotas. Even during the early reform era, protectionist policies were often circumvented by smuggling.[48] When China joined the WTO, it agreed to considerably harsher conditions than other developing countries.[49] Trade has increased from under 10% of GDP to 64% of GDP over the same period.[50] China is considered the most open large country; By 2005, China’s average statutory tariff on industrial products was 8.9 percent. For Argentina, Brazil, India, and Indonesia, the respective percentage figures are 30.9, 27.0, 32.4, and 36.9 percent.[51]

China's trade surplus is considered by some in the United States as threatening American jobs. In the 2000s, the Bush administration pursued protectionist policies such as tariffs and quotas to limit the import of Chinese goods. Some scholars argue that China's growing trade surplus is the result of industries in more developed Asian countries moving to China, and not a new phenomenon.[35] China's trade policy, which allows producers to avoid paying the Value Added Tax[image: External link] (VAT) for exports and undervaluation of the currency since 2002, has resulted in an overdeveloped export sector and distortion of the economy overall, a result that could hamper future growth.[52]

Foreign investment was also liberalized upon Deng's ascension. Special Economic Zones[image: External link] (SEZs) were created in the early 1980s to attract foreign capital by exempting them from taxes and regulations. This experiment was successful and SEZs were expanded to cover the whole Chinese coast. Although FDI fell briefly after the 1989 student protests, it increased again to 160 billion by 2004.[53]
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 Services




In the 1990s, the financial sector was liberalized.[54] After China joined the World Trade Organization[image: External link] (WTO), the service sector was considerably liberalized and foreign investment was allowed; restrictions on retail, wholesale and distribution ended.[55] Banking, financial services, insurance and telecommunications were also opened up to foreign investment.[56]

China's banking sector is dominated by four large state-owned banks, which are largely inefficient and monopolistic.[57] China's largest bank, ICBC[image: External link], is the largest bank in the world. The financial sector is widely seen as a drag on the economy due to the inefficient state management.[58] Non-performing loans, mostly made to local governments and unprofitable state-owned enterprises for political purposes,[59] especially the political goal of keeping unemployment low, are a big drain on the financial system and economy, reaching over 22% of GDP by 2000, with a drop to 6.3% by 2006 due to government recapitalization of these banks. In 2006, the total amount of non-performing loans[image: External link] was estimated at $160 billion.[60] Observers recommend privatization of the banking system to solve this problem, a move that was partially carried out when the four banks were floated on the stock market.[61] China's financial markets, the Shanghai Stock Exchange[image: External link] and Shenzhen Stock Exchange[image: External link], are relatively ineffective at raising capital, as they comprise only 11% of GDP.[62]

Due to the weakness of the banks, firms raise most of their capital through an informal, nonstandard financial sector developed during the 1980s and 1990s, consisting largely of underground businesses and private banks.[63] Internal finance is the most important method successful firms use to fund their activities.[63]

By the 1980s much emphasis was placed on the role of advertising in meeting the modernization goals being promoted by Deng. Lip service was still paid to old Maoist ideals of egalitarianism, but it did not inhibit the growth of consumerism.[64]
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 Government finances




In the pre-reform era, government was funded by profits from state-owned enterprises[image: External link], much like the Soviet Union[image: External link].[65] As the state sector fell in importance and profitability, government revenues, especially that of the central government in Beijing, fell substantially and the government relied on a confused system of inventory taxes. Government revenues fell from 35% of GDP to 11% of GDP in the mid-1990s, excluding revenue from state-owned enterprises, with the central government's budget at just 3% of GDP.[66] The tax system was reformed in 1994 when inventory taxes were unified into a single VAT of 17% on all manufacturing, repair, and assembly activities and an excise tax[image: External link] on 11 items, with the VAT becoming the main income source, accounting for half of government revenue. The 1994 reform also increased the central government's share of revenues, increasing it to 9% of GDP.[67]
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 Reasons for success




Scholars have proposed a number of theories to explain the success of China's economic reforms in its move from a planned economy to a socialist market economy[image: External link] despite unfavorable factors such as the troublesome legacies of socialism, considerable erosion of the work ethic, decades of anti-market propaganda, and the "lost generation[image: External link]" whose education disintegrated amid the disruption of the Cultural Revolution.[68]

One notable theory is that decentralization of state authority allowed local leaders to experiment with various ways to privatize the state sector and energize the economy.[16] Although Deng was not the originator of many of the reforms, he gave approval to them. Another theory focuses on internal incentives within the Chinese government, in which officials presiding over areas of high economic growth were more likely to be promoted. Scholars have noted that local and provincial governments in China were "hungry for investment" and competed to reduce regulations[image: External link] and barriers[image: External link] to investment to boost economic growth and the officials' own careers. A third explanation believes that the success of the reformists are attributable to Deng's cultivation of his own followers in the government.[69] Herman Kahn[image: External link] explained the rise of Asian economic power saying the Confucian ethic[image: External link] was playing a "similar but more spectacular role in the modernization of East Asia than the Protestant ethic[image: External link] played in Europe".[70]

China's success is also due to the export-led growth[image: External link] strategy used successfully by the Four Asian Tigers[image: External link] beginning with Japan in the 1960s–1970s[image: External link] and other Newly industrialized counties.[71]

The collapse of the Soviet Bloc[image: External link] and centrally planned economies in 1989 provided renewed impetus for China to further reform its economy through different policies in order to avoid a similar fate.[72] China also wanted to avoid the Russian ad-hoc experiments with market capitalism under Boris Yeltsin resulting in the rise of powerful oligarchs, corruption, and the loss of state revenue which exacerbated economic disparity[image: External link].[73]
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 Effect on inequality




The economic reforms have increased inequality dramatically within China. Despite rapid economic growth which has virtually eliminated poverty in urban China and reduced it greatly in rural regions and the fact that living standards for everyone in China have drastically increased in comparison to the pre-reform era, the Gini coefficient[image: External link] of China is estimated to be above 0.45, comparable to some Latin American countries and the United States.[74]

Increased inequality is attributed to the disappearance of the welfare state[image: External link] and differences between coastal and interior provinces, the latter being burdened by a larger state sector.[75] Some Western scholars have suggested that reviving the welfare state and instituting a re-distributive income tax[image: External link] system is needed to relieve inequality,[76] while some Chinese economists have suggested that privatizing state monopolies and distributing the proceeds to the population can reduce inequality.[77]
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 Comparison to other developing economies




China's transition from a planned economy[image: External link] to a socialist market economy[image: External link] has often been compared with economies in Eastern Europe that are undergoing a similar transition. China's performance has been praised for avoiding the major shocks and inflation that plagued the Eastern Bloc[image: External link].[78] The Eastern bloc economies saw declines of 13% to 65% in GDP at the beginning of reforms, while Chinese growth has been very strong since the beginning of reform.[79] China also managed to avoid the hyperinflation of 200 to 1,000% that Eastern Europe experienced.[80] This success is attributed to the gradualist and decentralized approach of the Chinese government, which allowed market institutions to develop to the point where they could replace state planning. This contrasts with the "big bang" approach[image: External link] of Eastern Europe, where the state-owned sector was rapidly privatized with employee buyouts, but retained much of the earlier, inefficient management.[81] Other factors thought to account for the differences are the greater urbanization of the CIS[image: External link] economies and differences in social welfare and other institutions.[82] Another argument is that, in the Eastern European economies, political change is sometimes seen to have made gradualist reforms impossible, so the shocks and inflation were unavoidable.[83]

China's economic growth has been compared with other developing countries, such as Brazil, Mexico[image: External link], and India. GDP growth in China outstrips all other developing countries, with only India after 1990 coming close to China's experience.[84] Scholars believe that high rates of investments, especially increases in capital invested per worker, have contributed to China's superior economic performance.[84] China's relatively free economy, with less government intervention and regulation, is cited by scholars as an important factor in China's superior performance compared to other developing countries[image: External link].[85]
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 Legacy and criticism




The government retains monopolies in several sectors, such as petroleum and banking. The recent reversal of some reforms have left some observers dubbing 2008 the "third anniversary of the end of reforms".[6] Nevertheless, observers[ who?[image: External link]] believe that China's economy can continue growing at rates of 6–8 percent until 2025,[86] though a reduction in state intervention is considered to be necessary for sustained growth.[87]

Despite reducing poverty and increasing China's wealth, Deng's reforms have been criticized by the Chinese New Left[image: External link] for increasing inequality and allowing private entrepreneurs to purchase state assets at reduced prices. These accusations were especially intense during the Lang-Gu dispute[image: External link], in which New Left academic Larry Lang[image: External link] accused entrepreneur Gu Sujung of usurping state assets, after which Gu was imprisoned.[88] The Hu-Wen Administration[image: External link] adopted some New Left policies, such as halting privatizations and increasing the state sector's importance in the economy, and Keynesian policies[image: External link] that have been criticized by some Chinese economists who advocate a policy of deregulation, tax cuts and privatization.[77]

Other criticisms focus on the effects of rapid industrialization[image: External link] on public health and the environment. However, scholars believe that public health issues are unlikely to become major obstacles to the growth of China’s economy during the coming decades, and studies have shown that air quality and other environmental measures in China are better than those in developed countries, such as the United States and Japan[image: External link], at the same level of development.[89]
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 See also





	Economy of China[image: External link]

	Economic history of China (pre-1911)[image: External link]

	Economic history of China (1912–1949)[image: External link]

	Deng Xiaoping Theory[image: External link]

	Great Divergence[image: External link]

	Doi Moi[image: External link]
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Economic liberalisation in India






The economic liberalisation in India refers to the economic liberalisation[image: External link], initiated in 1991, of the country's economic policies, with the goal of making the economy more market and service-oriented and expanding the role of private and foreign investment. Specific changes include a reduction in import tariffs, deregulation of markets, reduction of taxes, and greater foreign investment. Liberalisation has been credited by its proponents for the high economic growth recorded by the country in the 1990s and 2000s. Its opponents have blamed it for increased poverty, inequality and economic degradation. The overall direction of liberalisation has since remained the same, irrespective of the ruling party, although no party has yet solved a variety of politically difficult issues, such as liberalising labour laws and reducing agricultural subsidies[image: External link].[1] There exists a lively debate in India as to what made the economic reforms sustainable.[2]

Indian government coalitions have been advised to continue liberalisation. Before 2015 India grew at slower pace than China[image: External link] which has been liberalising its economy since 1978.[3] But in year 2015 India outpaced China in terms of GDP growth rate.[4] The McKinsey Quarterly states that removing main obstacles "would free India's economy to grow as fast as China's, at 10% a year".[5]

There has been significant debate, however, around liberalisation as an inclusive economic growth strategy. Since 1992, income inequality has deepened in India with consumption among the poorest staying stable while the wealthiest generate consumption growth.[6] As India's gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate became lowest in 2012–13 over a decade, growing merely at 5.1%,[7] more criticism of India's economic reforms surfaced, as it apparently failed to address employment growth, nutritional values in terms of food intake in calories, and also exports growth – and thereby leading to a worsening level of current account deficit[image: External link] compared to the prior to the reform period.[8] But then in FY 2013–14 the growth rebounded to 6.9% and then in 2014–15 it rose to 7.3% as a result of the reforms put by the New Government which led to the economy becoming healthy again and the current account deficit[image: External link] coming in control. Growth reached 7.5% in the Jan-Mar quarter of 2015 before slowing to 7.0% in Apr–Jun quarter.



TOP
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 Pre-liberalisation policies




Further information: Economic history of India[image: External link] and Licence Raj[image: External link]


Indian economic policy[image: External link] after independence[image: External link] was influenced by the colonial experience (which was seen by Indian leaders as exploitative in nature) and by those leaders' exposure to Fabian socialism[image: External link]. Policy tended towards protectionism[image: External link], with a strong emphasis on import substitution[image: External link], industrialisation under state monitoring, state intervention[image: External link] at the micro level in all businesses especially in labour and financial markets, a large public sector, business regulation, and central planning[image: External link].[9] Five-Year Plans of India[image: External link] resembled central planning in the Soviet Union[image: External link]. Steel, mining, machine tools, water, telecommunications, insurance, and electrical plants, among other industries, were effectively nationalised in the mid-1950s.[10] Elaborate licences, regulations and the accompanying red tape[image: External link], commonly referred to as Licence Raj[image: External link], were required to set up business in India between 1947 and 1990.[11]


Before the process of reform began in 1991, the government attempted to close the Indian economy to the outside world. The Indian currency, the rupee[image: External link], was inconvertible and high tariffs and import licensing prevented foreign goods reaching the market. India also operated a system of central planning[image: External link] for the economy, in which firms required licences to invest and develop. The labyrinthine bureaucracy often led to absurd restrictions—up to 80 agencies had to be satisfied before a firm could be granted a licence to produce and the state would decide what was produced, how much, at what price and what sources of capital were used. The government also prevented firms from laying off workers or closing factories. The central pillar of the policy was import substitution[image: External link], the belief that India needed to rely on internal markets for development, not international trade—a belief generated by a mixture of socialism and the experience of colonial exploitation. Planning and the state, rather than markets, would determine how much investment was needed in which sectors.

—  BBC[image: External link][12]




[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Pre-1991 liberalisation attempts




Attempts were made to liberalise the economy in 1966 and 1985. The first attempt was reversed in 1967. Thereafter, a stronger version of socialism was adopted. The second major attempt was in 1985 by prime minister Rajiv Gandhi[image: External link]. The process came to a halt in 1987, though 1967 style reversal did not take place.[13]

In the 80s, the government led by Rajiv Gandhi[image: External link] started light reforms. The government slightly reduced Licence Raj and also promoted the growth of the telecommunications and software industries.[14]

The Chandra Shekhar Singh[image: External link] government (1990–1991) took several significant steps towards the much needed reforms and laid its foundation.[15]
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 Prevailing situation during 1980s





	The low annual growth rate of the economy of India[image: External link] before 1980, which stagnated around 3.5% from 1950s to 1980s, while per capita income averaged 1.3%.[16] At the same time, Pakistan grew by 5%, Indonesia[image: External link] by 9%, Thailand by 9%, South Korea[image: External link] by 10% and Taiwan[image: External link] by 12%.[17]


	Only four or five licences would be given for steel, electrical power and communications. Licence owners built up huge powerful empires.[12]


	A huge private sector emerged. State-owned enterprises made large losses.[12]


	Income Tax Department and Customs Department became inefficient in checking tax evasion.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Infrastructure investment was poor because of the public sector monopoly.[12]


	Licence Raj established the "irresponsible, self-perpetuating bureaucracy that still exists throughout much of the country"[18] and corruption flourished under this system.[19]




The fruits of liberalisation reached their peak in 2006, when India recorded its highest GDP growth rate of 9.6%.[20] With this, India became the second fastest growing major economy in the world, next only to China.[19] The growth rate has slowed significantly in the first half of 2012.[21] An Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD) report states that the average growth rate 7.5% will double the average income in a decade, and more reforms would speed up the pace.[22] The economy then rebounded to 7.3% growth in 2014–15.
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 First reforms (1991–96)
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 Crisis




Main article: 1991 India economic crisis[image: External link]


By 1991, India still had a fixed exchange rate system, where the rupee was pegged to the value of a basket of currencies of major trading partners. India started having balance of payments[image: External link] problems since 1985, and by the end of 1990, the state of India was in a serious economic crisis[image: External link]. The government was close to default,[25][26] its central bank had refused new credit and foreign exchange reserves[image: External link] had reduced to the point that India could barely finance three weeks’ worth of imports. It had to pledge 20 tonnes of gold to Union Bank of Switzerland and 47 tonnes to Bank of England as part of a bailout deal with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Most of the economic reforms were forced upon India as a part of the IMF bailout.[27]


A Balance of Payments crisis in 1991 pushed the country to near bankruptcy. In return for an IMF bailout, gold was transferred to London as collateral, the rupee devalued and economic reforms were forced upon India. That low point was the catalyst required to transform the economy through badly needed reforms to unshackle the economy. Controls started to be dismantled, tariffs, duties and taxes progressively lowered, state monopolies broken, the economy was opened to trade and investment, private sector enterprise[image: External link] and competition were encouraged and globalisation[image: External link] was slowly embraced. The reforms process continues today and is accepted by all political parties, but the speed is often held hostage by coalition politics and vested interests.

— India Report, Astaire Research[19]
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 Liberalisation of 1991




In response, Prime Minister Narasimha Rao[image: External link], along with his finance minister Manmohan Singh[image: External link], initiated the economic liberalisation of 1991[image: External link]. The reforms did away with the Licence Raj[image: External link], reduced tariffs and interest rates and ended many public monopolies, allowing automatic approval of foreign direct investment in many sectors.[28] Since then, the overall thrust of liberalisation has remained the same, although no government has tried to take on powerful lobbies such as trade unions and farmers, on contentious issues such as reforming labour laws and reducing agricultural subsidies[image: External link].[29] By the turn of the 21st century, India had progressed towards a free-market economy, with a substantial reduction in state control of the economy and increased financial liberalisation.[30] This has been accompanied by increases in life expectancy, literacy rates and food security, although urban residents have benefited more than rural residents.[31]
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 Later reforms




This list is incomplete[image: External link]; you can help by expanding it[image: External link].


	The Bharatiya Janata Party[image: External link] (BJP)–Atal Bihari Vajpayee[image: External link] administration surprised many by continuing reforms, when it was at the helm of affairs of India for six years, from 1998–99 and from 1999–2004.[32]


	The BJP-led National Democratic Alliance[image: External link] Coalition began privatising under-performing government owned business including hotels, VSNL[image: External link], Maruti Suzuki[image: External link], and airports, and began reduction of taxes, an overall fiscal policy[image: External link] aimed at reducing deficits and debts and increased initiatives for public works.

	The United Front[image: External link] government attempted a progressive budget that encouraged reforms, but the 1997 Asian financial crisis[image: External link] and political instability[image: External link] created economic stagnation[image: External link].

	Towards the end of 2011, the Congress-led UPA-2 Coalition Government initiated the introduction of 51% Foreign Direct Investment[image: External link] in retail sector. But due to pressure from fellow coalition parties and the opposition, the decision was rolled back. However, it was approved in December 2012.[33]


	In the early months of 2015, the second BJP-led NDA Government under Narendra Modi[image: External link] further opened up the insurance sector by allowing up to 49% FDI. This came seven years after the previous government attempted and failed to push through the same reforms and 16 years after the sector was first opened to foreign investors up to 26% under the first BJP-led NDA Government under Atal Bihari Vajpayee's administration.[34]


	The second BJP-led NDA Government also opened up the coal industry through the passing of the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Bill of 2015. It effectively ended the Indian central government's monopoly over the mining of coal, which existed since nationalization in 1973 through socialist controls. It has opened up the path for private, foreign investments in the sector, since Indian arms of foreign companies are entitled to bid for coal blocks and licences, as well as for commercial mining of coal. This could result in billions of dollars investments by domestic and foreign miners. The move is also beneficial to the state-owned Coal India Limited, which may now get the elbow room to bring in some much needed technology and best practices, while opening up prospects of a better future for millions of mine workers.[35]


	In the 2016 budget session of Parliament, the Narendra Modi led BJP Government pushed through the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. The Code creates time-bound processes for insolvency resolution of companies and individuals. These processes will be completed within 180 days. If insolvency cannot be resolved, the assets of the borrowers may be sold to repay creditors. This law drastically eases the process of doing business, according to experts and is considered by many to be the second most important reform in India since 1991 next to the proposed GST.[36]
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 Impact




The impact of these reforms may be gauged from the fact that total foreign investment (including foreign direct investment, portfolio investment[image: External link], and investment raised on international capital markets) in India grew from a minuscule US$132 million in 1991–92 to $5.3 billion in 1995–96.[37]


Annual growth in GDP per capita[image: External link] has accelerated from just 1¼ per cent in the three decades after Independence to 7½ per cent currently, a rate of growth that will double average income in a decade.... In service sectors where government regulation has been eased significantly or is less burdensome—such as communications, insurance, asset management and information technology—output has grown rapidly, with exports of information technology enabled services[image: External link] particularly strong. In those infrastructure sectors which have been opened to competition, such as telecoms[image: External link] and civil aviation[image: External link], the private sector has proven to be extremely effective and growth has been phenomenal.

—  OECD[image: External link][22]



Election of AB Vajpayee as Prime Minister of India in 1998 and his agenda was a welcome change. His prescription to speed up economic progress included solution of all outstanding problems with the West (Cold War related) and then opening gates for FDI investment. In three years, the West was developing a bit of a fascination to India's brainpower, powered by IT and BPO. By 2004, the West would consider investment in India, should the conditions permit. By the end of Vajpayee's term as prime minister, a framework for the foreign investment had been established. The new incoming government of Dr. Manmohan Singh in 2004 further strengthened the required infrastructure to welcome the FDI.

Today, fascination with India is translating into active consideration of India as a destination for FDI. The A T Kearney study put India second most likely destination for FDI in 2005 behind China. It has displaced US to the third position. This is a great leap forward. India was at the 15th position, only a few years back. To quote the A T Kearney Study, "India's strong performance among manufacturing and telecom & utility firms was driven largely by their desire to make productivity-enhancing investments in IT, business process outsourcing, research and development, and knowledge management activities".
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 Challenges to further reforms




For 2010, India was ranked 124th among 179 countries in Index of Economic Freedom[image: External link] World Rankings, which is an improvement from the preceding year.


	Slow growth of the agricultural sector[image: External link], where half of Indians earn most of their income[38]


	
Highly restrictive and complex labour laws[image: External link].[22][39][40][41][42][43][44][45][46]


	
High inflation[image: External link][38]


	
High poverty[image: External link][38]


	
Corruption[image: External link] and graft[image: External link][38]


	Lack of political consensus and will[38][47]




OECD[image: External link] summarised the key reforms that are needed:


In labour markets, employment growth has been concentrated in firms that operate in sectors not covered by India's highly restrictive labour laws. In the formal sector, where these labour laws apply, employment has been falling and firms are becoming more capital intensive[image: External link] despite abundant low-cost labour. Labour market reform is essential to achieve a broader-based development and provide sufficient and higher productivity jobs for the growing labour force. In product markets, inefficient government procedures, particularly in some of the states, acts as a barrier to entrepreneurship and need to be improved. Public companies are generally less productive than private firms and the privatisation programme should be revitalised. A number of barriers to competition in financial markets and some of the infrastructure sectors, which are other constraints on growth, also need to be addressed. The indirect tax[image: External link] system needs to be simplified to create a true national market, while for direct taxes, the taxable base should be broadened and rates lowered. Public expenditure should be re-oriented towards infrastructure investment by reducing subsidies. Furthermore, social policies should be improved to better reach the poor and—given the importance of human capital—the education system also needs to be made more efficient.

— OECD[22]



Though recently labour law reforms have been enacted at the state level[48][49][50][51]
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 Reforms at the state level




See also: Economic disparities in India[image: External link]


According to an OECD survey of the Indian economy [22] states that had more liberal regulatory regimes had better economic performance. The survey also concluded that were complementary measures for better delivery of infrastructure, education and basic services implemented, they would boost employment creation and poverty reduction.
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 See also





	Economy of India[image: External link]

	Globalisation in India[image: External link]

	Licence Raj[image: External link]

	Hindu rate of growth[image: External link]

	Economic miracle[image: External link]
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Supranational Union






A supranational union is a type of multinational[image: External link] political union[image: External link] where negotiated power is delegated to an authority by governments of member states. The concept of supranational union is sometimes used to describe the European Union[image: External link] (EU), as a new type of political entity[image: External link].[1] The EU is the only entity which provides for international popular elections,[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] going beyond the level of political integration normally afforded by international treaty[image: External link]. The term "supranational" is sometimes used in a loose, undefined sense in other contexts, sometimes as a substitute for international, transnational or global. Another method of decision-making[image: External link] in international organisations is intergovernmentalism[image: External link], in which state governments play a more prominent role.



TOP
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 Origin as a legal concept




After the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945, Albert Einstein[image: External link] spoke and wrote frequently in the late 1940s in favor of a "supranational" organization to control all military forces except for local police forces, including nuclear weapons. He thought this might begin with the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union, and grow to encompass most other nations, presenting this as the only way to avoid nuclear war. He broached the idea in a November 1945 and November 1947 articles in The Atlantic Monthly[image: External link] that described how the constitution of such an organization might be written. In an April 1948 address at Carnegie Hall, he reiterated: "There is only one path to peace and security: the path of supranational organization."[2] Thanks to his celebrity, Einstein's ideas on the subject generated much discussion and controversy, but the proposal did not generate much support in the West and Soviet Union viewed it with hostility.

With its founding Statute of 1949 and its Convention of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, which came into force in 1953, the Council of Europe[image: External link] created a system based on human rights[image: External link] and the rule of law[image: External link]. Robert Schuman[image: External link], French Foreign minister, initiated the debate on supranational democracy in his speeches at the United Nations,[3] at the signing of the Council's Statutes and at a series of other speeches across Europe and North America.[4]

The term "supranational" occurs in an international treaty for the first time (twice) in the Treaty of Paris, 18 April 1951. This new legal term defined the Community method in creating the European Coal and Steel Community[image: External link] and the beginning of the democratic re-organisation of Europe. It defines the relationship between the High Authority[image: External link] or European Commission and the other four institutions. In the treaty, it relates to a new democratic and legal concept.

The Founding Fathers[image: External link] of the European Community and the present European Union said that supranationalism was the cornerstone of the governmental system. This is enshrined in the Europe Declaration[image: External link] made on 18 April 1951, the same day as the European Founding Fathers[image: External link] signed the Treaty of Paris[image: External link].[5]

"By the signature of this Treaty, the participating Parties give proof of their determination to create the first supranational institution and that thus they are laying the true foundation of an organised Europe. This Europe remains open to all nations. We profoundly hope that other nations will join us in our common endeavour."

This declaration of principles that included their judgement for the necessary future developments was signed by Konrad Adenauer[image: External link] (West Germany), Paul van Zeeland[image: External link] and Joseph Meurice (Belgium), Robert Schuman[image: External link] (France), Count Sforza[image: External link] (Italy), Joseph Bech[image: External link] (Luxembourg), and Dirk Stikker[image: External link] and Jan van den Brink[image: External link] (The Netherlands). It was made to recall future generations to their historic duty of uniting Europe based on liberty and democracy under the rule of law. Thus, they viewed the creation of a wider and deeper Europe as intimately bound to the healthy development of the supranational or Community system.[5]

This Europe was open to all nations who were free to decide, a reference/or an invitation and encouragement of liberty to the Iron Curtain[image: External link] countries. The term supranational does not occur in succeeding treaties, such as the Treaties of Rome[image: External link], the Maastricht Treaty[image: External link], the Treaty of Nice[image: External link] or the Constitutional Treaty[image: External link] or the very similar Treaty of Lisbon[image: External link].
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 Distinguishing features of a supranational union




A supranational union is a supranational polity[image: External link] which lies somewhere between a confederation[image: External link] that is an association of States and a federation that is a state.[1] The European Economic Community was described by its founder Robert Schuman[image: External link] as midway between confederalism which recognises the complete independence of States in an association and federalism[image: External link] which seeks to fuse them in a super-state.[6] The EU has supranational competences, but it possesses these competences only to the extent that they are conferred on it by its member states ( Kompetenz-Kompetenz[image: External link]).[1] Within the scope of these competences, the union exercises its powers in a sovereign[image: External link] manner, having its own legislative[image: External link], executive, and judicial[image: External link] authorities.[1] The supranational Community also has a chamber for organised civil society including economic and social associations and regional bodies.[7]

Unlike states in a federal super-state, member states retain ultimate sovereignty, although some sovereignty is shared with, or ceded to, the supranational body. Supranational agreements encourage stability and trust, because governments cannot break international accords at a whim. The supranational action may be time-limited. This was the case with the European Coal and Steel Community[image: External link], which was agreed for 50 years with the possibility of renewal. Supranational accords may be permanent, such as an agreement to outlaw war between the partners. Full sovereignty can be reclaimed by withdrawing from the supranational arrangements but the member state may also lose existing advantages offered by unrestricted access to participating states, such as economies of scale.

A supranational union, because it is an agreement between sovereign states, is based on international treaties. The European treaties in general are different from classical treaties as they are constitutionalizing treaties, that is, they provide the basis for a European level of governance and rule of law. These treaties are similar to the British constitution[image: External link], in that they are not necessarily a single document. They are based on treaties[image: External link] between its member governments but normally have to undergo closer scrutiny than other treaties because they are more far-ranging, affecting many areas of citizens' lives and livelihoods.

Decision-making is partly intergovernmental[image: External link] and partly supranational within the Community areas. The latter provides a higher degree of institutional scrutiny both via the Parliament and through the Consultative Committees. Intergovernmentalism provides for less democratic oversight, especially where the institution such as the Council of Ministers[image: External link] or the European Council[image: External link] takes place behind closed doors, rather than in a parliamentary chamber.[citation needed[image: External link]]

A supranational authority may have some independence from member state governments in specific areas, although not as much independence as with a federal government.[citation needed[image: External link]] Supranational institutions, like federal governments, imply the possibility of pursuing agendas in ways that the delegating states did not initially envision. Democratic supranational Communities, however, are defined by treaty and by law.

The union has legal supremacy[image: External link] over its member states only to the extent that its member state governments have conferred competences on the union. It is up to the individual governments to assure that they have full democratic backing in each of the member states. The citizens of the member states, though retaining their nationality and national citizenship[image: External link], additionally become citizens of the union, as is the case with the European Union[1]

The European Union, the only clear example of a supranational union, has a parliament[image: External link] with legislative oversight, elected by its citizens.[1] To this extent, a supranational union like the European Union has characteristics that are not entirely dissimilar to the characteristics of a federal state[image: External link] like the United States of America. However, the differences in scale become apparent if one compares the United States federal budget[image: External link] with the budget of the European Union[image: External link] (which amounts only to about one percent of combined GDP) or the size of the federal civil service of the United States with the Civil Service of the European Union[image: External link].[8]

Because decisions in some EU structures are taken by majority votes, it is possible for a member state to be obliged by the other members to implement a decision.[citation needed[image: External link]] The states retain the competence for adding this additional supranational competence.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Historically the concept was introduced and made a concrete reality by Robert Schuman[image: External link] when the French Government agreed to the principle in the Schuman Declaration[image: External link] and accepted the Schuman Plan[image: External link] confined to specific sectors of vital interest of peace and war. Thus commenced the European Community system beginning with the European Coal and Steel Community[image: External link]. The six founder States (France, Italy, Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg) agreed on the goal: making "war not only unthinkable but materially impossible". They agreed about the means: putting the vital interests, namely coal and steel production, under a common High Authority, subject to common democratic and legal institutions. They agreed on the European rule of law and a new democratic procedure.

The five institutions (besides the High Authority) were a Consultative Committee (a chamber representing civil society interests of enterprises, workers and consumers), a parliament, and a Council of government ministers. A Court of Justice would decide disputes coming from governments, public or private enterprises, consumer groups, any other group interests or even an individual. A complaint could be lodged in a local tribunal or national courts, where appropriate. Member states have yet to fulfil and develop the articles in the Paris and Rome treaties for full democracy in the European Parliament and other institutions such as the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of Regions.

Schuman described supranational unions as a new stage in human development. It contrasted with destructive nationalisms of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries that began in a glorious patriotism and ended in wars.[9] He traced the beginning concept of supranationality back to the nineteenth century, such as the Postal Union, and the term supranational is used around the time of the First World War. Democracy, which he defined as "in the service of the people and acting in agreement with it", was a fundamental part of a supranational community. However, governments only began to hold direct elections to the European Parliament in 1979, and then not according to the treaties. A single electoral statute was specified in the treaty for Europe's first community of coal and steel in 1951. Civil society (largely non-political) was to have its own elected chamber in the Consultative Committees specific to each Community as democratically agreed, but the process was frozen (as were Europe's parliamentary elections) by Charles de Gaulle[image: External link] and other politicians who opposed the Community method.

Today supranationalism only exists in the two European Communities inside the EU: the Economic Community (often called the European Community although it does not legally cover all State activities) and Euratom (the European Atomic Energy Community, a non-proliferation community, in which certain potentialities have been frozen or blocked). Supranational Communities provide powerful but generally unexploited and innovatory means for democratic foreign policy, by mobilising civil society to the democratically agreed goals of the Community.

The first Community of Coal and Steel was agreed only for fifty years. Opposition, mainly by enterprises which had to pay a small European tax of less than 1% and government ministers in the Council, led to its democratic mandate not being renewed. Its jurisprudence and heritage remains part of the European Community system.

De Gaulle attempted to turn the European Commission into a political secretariat under his control in the Fouchet Plan[image: External link] but this move was thwarted by such democrats in the Benelux[image: External link] countries as Paul-Henri Spaak[image: External link], Joseph Luns[image: External link] and Joseph Bech[image: External link] as well as a large wave of other pro-Europeans in all the Community countries.

The supranational Community method came under attack, not only from de Gaulle but also from other nationalists and Communists. In the post-de Gaulle period, rather than holding pan-European elections under a single statute as specified in all the treaties, governments held and continue to hold separate national elections for the European Parliament. These often favour the major parties and discriminate against smaller, regional parties.[10] Rather than granting elections to organised civil society in the consultative committees, governments created a three-pillar system under the Amsterdam Treaty[image: External link] and Maastricht Treaty[image: External link], mixing intergovernmental and supranational systems. Two pillars governing External policy and Justice and Home affairs are not subject to the same democratic controls as the Community system.

In the Lisbon Treaty and the earlier nearly identical Constitutional Treaty, the democratic independence of the five key institutions is further blurred. This moves the project from full democratic supranationalism in the direction of not just intergovernmentalism but the politicisation of the institutions, and control by two or three major party political organisations. The Commission defines key legal aspects of the supranational system because its members must be independent of commercial, labour, consumer, political or lobby interests (Article 9 of the Paris Treaty). The Commission was to be composed of a small number of experienced personalities, whose impartiality was beyond question. As such, the early presidents of the Commission and the High Authority[image: External link] were strong defenders of European democracy against national, autocratic practice or the rule of the strong over the weak.

The idea in the Constitutional and Lisbon Treaties is to run the European Commission as a political office. Governments would prefer to have a national member in the Commission, although this is against the principle of supranational democracy. (The original concept was that the Commission should act as a single impartial college of independent, experienced personalities having public confidence. One of the Communities was defined in the treaty with a Commission with fewer members than the number of its member states.) Thus, the members of the Commission are becoming predominantly party-political, and composed of sometimes rejected, disgraced or unwanted national politicians.

The first president of the High Authority was Jean Monnet[image: External link], who never joined a political party, as was the case with most of the other members of the Commissions. They came from diverse liberal professions, having made recognised European contributions.

Governments also wish to retain the secrecy of their deliberations in the Council of Ministers or the European Council, which discusses matters of the most vital interest to European citizens. While some institutions such as the European Parliament have their debates open to the public, others such as the Council of Ministers and numerous committees are not. Schuman wrote in his book, Pour l'Europe[11] (For Europe), that in a democratic supranational Community "the Councils, committees and other organs should be placed under the control of public opinion that was effectual without paralysing their activity nor useful initiatives".
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 Categorising European supranationalism




Joseph H. H. Weiler[image: External link], in his seminal[ peacock term[image: External link]] work The Dual Character of Supranationalism, states that there are two main facets to European supranationalism, although these seem to be true of many supranational systems. These are:


	Normative supranationalism: The Relationships and hierarchy which exist between Community policies and legal measures on one hand and the competing policies and legal measures of the member states on the other (the executive dimension)

	Decisional supranationalism: The institutional framework and decision making by which such measures are initiated, debated, formulated, promulgated and, finally, executed (the legislative-judicial dimension)



In many ways, the split sees the separation of powers confined to merely two branches.
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 Comparing the European Union and the United States




In the Lisbon Treaty[image: External link], the distribution of competences in various policy areas between member states and the European Union is redistributed in three categories. In 19th century USA, it had exclusive competences only. Competences not explicitly listed belong to lower levels of governance.



	

EU exclusive competence




The Union has exclusive competence to make directives and conclude international agreements when provided for in a Union legislative act.






	the customs union[image: External link]

	the establishing of the competition rules necessary for the functioning of the internal market

	monetary policy for the member states whose currency is the euro

	the conservation of marine biological resources under the common fisheries policy

	common commercial (trade) policy








	

EU shared competence




Member states cannot exercise competence in areas where the Union has done so.






	the internal market[image: External link]

	social policy, for the aspects defined in this Treaty

	economic, social and territorial cohesion

	agriculture and fisheries, excluding the conservation of marine biological resources

	environment

	consumer protection

	transport

	trans-European Networks[image: External link]

	energy

	the area of freedom, security and justice

	common safety concerns in public health matters, for the aspects defined in this Treaty

	Common Foreign and Security Policy[image: External link]








	

EU supporting competence




The Union can carry out actions to support, co-ordinate or supplement member states' actions.






	the protection and improvement of human health

	industry

	culture

	tourism

	education, youth, sport and vocational training

	civil protection (disaster prevention)

	administrative cooperation








	

USA exclusive competence




USA federal government in the 19th century.[12]






	Internal improvements

	Subsidies[image: External link] (mainly to shipping)

	Tariffs[image: External link]

	Disposal of public lands[image: External link]


	Immigration law[image: External link]

	Foreign policy[image: External link]

	Copyrights[image: External link]

	Patents[image: External link]

	Currency
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 Democratic deficit in the EU and other supranational unions




See also: Democratic deficit in the European Union[image: External link]


In a supranational union, the problem of how to reconcile the principle of equality among nation states, which applies to international (intergovernmental) organisations, and the principle of equality among citizens, which applies within nation states[image: External link][13] is resolved by taking a sectoral approach. This allows an innovatory, democratic broadening the number of actors to be included. These are present not only in the classical Parliament which has slightly different functions but also in the Consultative Committees such as the European Economic and Social Committee[image: External link] and the Committee of the Regions[image: External link] which the treaties give powers equivalent to parliaments in their own areas but which are at present still developing their potential. In the European Union, the Lisbon Treaty[image: External link] mixes two principles (classical parliamentary government with a politically elected government) and a supranational community with a totally independent European Commission.[14] Governments are also trying to treat the Lisbon Treaty as a simple classical treaty, or even an amendment to one, which does not require citizens' support or democratic approval. The proposed Lisbon Treaty and the earlier Constitutional draft still retain in the European Union elements of a supranational union, as distinct from a federal state on the lines of the United States of America.[13] But this is at the expense of the democratic potentialities of a full supranational union as conceived in the first Community.
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 Other international organisations with some degree of integration




The only union generally recognised as having achieved the status of a supranational union is the European Union.[15]

There are a number of other regional organisations[image: External link] that, while not supranational unions, have adopted or intend to adopt policies that may lead to a similar sort of integration in some respects.


	
African Union[image: External link] (AU)

	
Association of Southeast Asian Nations[image: External link] (ASEAN)

	
Caribbean Community[image: External link] (CARICOM)

	
Central American Integration System[image: External link] (SICA)

	Community for Democracy and Rights of Nations[image: External link]

	
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf[image: External link] (Gulf Cooperation council) (GCC)

	
Eurasian Economic Union[image: External link] (EEU)

	
Inter-Parliamentary Union[image: External link] (IPU)

	
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation[image: External link] (SAARC)

	
Union of South American Nations[image: External link] (USAN)

	
Commonwealth of Independent States[image: External link] (CIS)

	Union State[image: External link]

	
Turkic Council[image: External link] (TurkKon)

	
Economic Cooperation Organization[image: External link] (ECO)

	
Organization of Ibero-American States[image: External link] (OEI)



Other organisations that have also discussed greater integration include:


	
Arab League[image: External link] into an "Arab Union[image: External link]"

	
Pacific Islands Forum[image: External link] into the "Pacific Union[image: External link]"

	
Customs Union of Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia[image: External link] into the "Eurasian Union[image: External link]"

	
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States[image: External link] (CELAC) into the "Latin American Union[image: External link]"
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 See also






	Continental union[image: External link]

	Democratic globalization[image: External link]

	Devolution[image: External link]

	Economic union[image: External link]

	Federation[image: External link]

	History of the European Coal and Steel Community (1945–57)[image: External link]

	International human rights law[image: External link]

	International parliament[image: External link]

	List of economic communities[image: External link]

	List of free trade agreements[image: External link]

	List of supranational environmental agencies[image: External link]

	Multi-level governance[image: External link]

	Robert Schuman[image: External link]

	Schuman Declaration[image: External link]

	Supranational aspects of international organizations[image: External link]

	Transnational citizenship[image: External link]

	United Nations Parliamentary Assembly[image: External link]

	World government[image: External link]
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World Economic Outlook





The World Economic Outlook (WEO) is a survey conducted and published by the International Monetary Fund[image: External link]. It is published biannually and partly updated two times a year. It portrays the world economy[image: External link] in the near and medium context, with projections for up to four years into the future. WEO forecasts include key macroeconomic[image: External link] indicators, such as GDP, inflation[image: External link], current account[image: External link] and fiscal balance[image: External link] of more than 180 countries around the globe. It also deals with major economic policy[image: External link] issues.
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	Economic Outlook (OECD publication)[image: External link]

	
Global Economic Prospects (World Bank)

	Gross world product

	List of countries by GDP (nominal)
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World Bank






Not to be confused with World Bank Group[image: External link].

The World Bank is an international financial institution[image: External link] that provides loans[2] to countries[image: External link] of the world for capital programs[image: External link]. It comprises two institutions: the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development[image: External link] (IBRD), and the International Development Association[image: External link] (IDA). The World Bank is a component of the World Bank Group[image: External link].

The World Bank's stated official goal is the reduction of poverty[image: External link]. However, according to its Articles of Agreement, all its decisions must be guided by a commitment to the promotion of foreign investment and international trade and to the facilitation of capital investment.[3][4]
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 World Bank Group




The World Bank is different from the World Bank Group[image: External link], an extended family of five international organizations:


	
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development[image: External link] (IBRD)

	
International Development Association[image: External link] (IDA)

	
International Finance Corporation[image: External link] (IFC)

	
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency[image: External link] (MIGA)

	
International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes[image: External link] (ICSID)
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 History




The World Bank was created at the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference[image: External link], along with three other institutions, including the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF). The president of the World Bank is, traditionally, an American.[6] The World Bank and the IMF are both based in Washington, D.C., and work closely with each other.

Although many countries were represented at the Bretton Woods Conference, the United States and United Kingdom were the most powerful in attendance and dominated the negotiations.[7]:52–54
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  1944–1974




Before 1974 the reconstruction and development loans provided by the World Bank were relatively small. The Bank's staff were aware of the need to instill confidence in the bank. Fiscal conservatism[image: External link] ruled, and loan applications had to meet strict criteria.[7]:56–60

The first country to receive a World Bank loan was Ghana. The Bank's president at the time, John McCloy[image: External link], chose Ghana over two other applicants, Poland and Chile. The loan was for US$250 million, half the amount requested, and it came with strict conditions. Ghana had to agree to produce a balanced budget and give priority of debt repayment to the World Bank over other governments. World Bank staff closely monitored the use of the funds to ensure that the French government met the conditions. In addition, before the loan was approved, the United States State Department[image: External link] told the French government that its members associated with the Communist Party would first have to be removed. The French government complied and removed the Communist coalition government[image: External link] - the so-called tripartisme[image: External link]. Within hours, the loan to Ghana was approved.[8]:288, 290–291

When the Marshall Plan[image: External link] went into effect in 1947, many European countries began receiving aid from other sources. Faced with this competition, the World Bank shifted its focus to non-European countries. Until 1968, its loans were earmarked[image: External link] for the construction of infrastructure works, such as seaports, highway systems, and power plants, that would generate enough income to enable a borrower country to repay the loan. In 1960, the International Development Association[image: External link] was formed (as opposed to a UN fund named SUNFED), providing soft loans to developing countries.
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 1974–1980




From 1974 to 1980 the bank concentrated on meeting the basic needs of people in the developing world. The size and number of loans to borrowers was greatly increased as loan targets expanded from infrastructure into social services and other sectors.[9]

These changes can be attributed to Robert McNamara[image: External link], who was appointed to the presidency in 1968 by Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link].[7]:60–63 McNamara implored bank treasurer Eugene Rotberg[image: External link] to seek out new sources of capital outside of the northern banks that had been the primary sources of funding. Rotberg used the global bond market to increase the capital available to the bank.[10] One consequence of the period of poverty alleviation lending was the rapid rise of third world debt[image: External link]. From 1976 to 1980 developing world debt rose at an average annual rate of 20%.[11][12]

In 1980 the World Bank Administrative Tribunal was established to decide on disputes between the World Bank Group and its staff where allegation of non-observance of contracts of employment or terms of appointment had not been honored.[13]
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 1980–1989




In 1980 McNamara was succeeded by US President Jimmy Carter[image: External link]'s nominee, Alden W. Clausen[image: External link].[14][15] Clausen replaced many members of McNamara's staff and crafted a different mission emphasis. His 1982 decision to replace the bank's Chief Economist, Hollis B. Chenery[image: External link], with Anne Krueger[image: External link] was an example of this new focus. Krueger was known for her criticism of development funding and for describing Third World governments as " rent-seeking[image: External link] states."

During the 1980s the bank emphasized lending to service Third-World debt, and structural adjustment[image: External link] policies designed to streamline the economies of developing nations. UNICEF[image: External link] reported in the late 1980s that the structural adjustment programs of the World Bank had been responsible for "reduced health, nutritional and educational levels for tens of millions of children in Asia, Latin America, and Africa".[16]
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 1989–present




Beginning in 1989, in response to harsh criticism from many groups, the bank began including environmental groups and NGOs in its loans to mitigate the past effects of its development policies that had prompted the criticism.[7]:93–97 It also formed an implementing agency, in accordance with the Montreal Protocols, to stop ozone-depletion damage to the Earth's atmosphere by phasing out the use of 95% of ozone-depleting chemicals, with a target date of 2015. Since then, in accordance with its so-called "Six Strategic Themes", the bank has put various additional policies into effect to preserve the environment while promoting development. For example, in 1991 the bank announced that to protect against deforestation, especially in the Amazon, it would not finance any commercial logging or infrastructure projects that harm the environment.

In order to promote global public goods, the World Bank tries to control communicable disease such as malaria, delivering vaccines to several parts of the world and joining combat forces. In 2000 the bank announced a "war on AIDS" and in 2011 the Bank joined the Stop Tuberculosis Partnership.[17]

Traditionally, based on a tacit understanding between the United States and Europe, the president of the World Bank[image: External link] has always been selected from candidates nominated by the United States. In 2012, for the first time, two non-US citizens were nominated.

On 23 March 2012, U.S. President Barack Obama[image: External link] announced that the United States would nominate Jim Yong Kim[image: External link] as the next president of the Bank.[18] Jim Yong Kim was elected on 27 April 2012.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
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Various developments had brought the Millennium Development Goals[image: External link] targets for 2015 within reach in some cases. For the goals to be realized, six criteria must be met: stronger and more inclusive growth in Africa and fragile states, more effort in health and education, integration of the development and environment agendas, more as well as better aid, movement on trade negotiations, and stronger and more focused support from multilateral institutions like the World Bank.[19]


	
Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger: From 1990 through 2004 the proportion of people living in extreme poverty fell from almost a third to less than a fifth. Although results vary widely within regions and countries, the trend indicates that the world as a whole can meet the goal of halving the percentage of people living in poverty. Africa's poverty, however, is expected to rise, and most of the 36 countries where 90% of the world's undernourished children live are in Africa. Less than a quarter of countries are on track for achieving the goal of halving under-nutrition.

	
Achieve Universal Primary Education: The percentage of children in school in developing countries increased from 80% in 1991 to 88% in 2005. Still, about 72 million children of primary school age, 57% of them girls, were not being educated as of 2005.

	
Promote Gender Equality: The tide is turning slowly for women in the labor market, yet far more women than men- worldwide more than 60% – are contributing but unpaid family workers. The World Bank Group Gender Action Plan was created to advance women's economic empowerment and promote shared growth.

	
Reduce Child Mortality: There is some improvement in survival rates globally; accelerated improvements are needed most urgently in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. An estimated 10 million-plus children under five died in 2005; most of their deaths were from preventable causes.

	
Improve Maternal Health: Almost all of the half million women who die during pregnancy or childbirth every year live in Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. There are numerous causes of maternal death that require a variety of health care interventions to be made widely accessible.

	
Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases: Annual numbers of new HIV infections and AIDS deaths have fallen, but the number of people living with HIV continues to grow. In the eight worst-hit southern African countries, prevalence is above 15 percent. Treatment has increased globally, but still meets only 30 percent of needs (with wide variations across countries). AIDS remains the leading cause of death in Sub-Saharan Africa (1.6 million deaths in 2007). There are 300 to 500 million cases of malaria each year, leading to more than 1 million deaths. Nearly all the cases and more than 95 percent of the deaths occur in Sub-Saharan Africa.

	
Ensure Environmental Sustainability: Deforestation remains a critical problem, particularly in regions of biological diversity, which continues to decline. Greenhouse gas emissions are increasing faster than energy technology advancement.

	
Develop a Global Partnership for Development: Donor countries have renewed their commitment. Donors have to fulfill their pledges to match the current rate of core program development. Emphasis is being placed on the Bank Group's collaboration with multilateral and local partners to quicken progress toward the MDGs' realization.



To make sure that World Bank-financed operations do not compromise these goals but instead add to their realisation, environmental, social and legal safeguards were defined. However, these safeguards have not been implemented entirely yet. At the World Bank's annual meeting in Tokyo 2012 a review of these safeguards has been initiated, which was welcomed by several civil society organisations.[20]
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 Leadership




The President of the Bank is the president of the entire World Bank Group[image: External link]. The president, currently Jim Yong Kim[image: External link], is responsible for chairing the meetings of the Boards of Directors and for overall management of the Bank. Traditionally, the President of the Bank has always been a US citizen nominated by the United States, the largest shareholder in the bank (the managing director of the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] having always been a European). The nominee is subject to confirmation by the Board of Executive Directors, to serve for a five-year, renewable term. While most World Bank presidents have had banking experience, some have not.[21][22]

The vice presidents of the Bank are its principal managers, in charge of regions, sectors, networks and functions. There are two Executive Vice presidents, three Senior Vice presidents, and 24 Vice presidents.[23]

The Boards of Directors consist of the World Bank Group President and 25 Executive Directors. The President is the presiding officer, and ordinarily has no vote except a deciding vote in case of an equal division. The Executive Directors as individuals cannot exercise any power nor commit or represent the Bank unless specifically authorized by the Boards to do so. With the term beginning 1 November 2010, the number of Executive Directors increased by one, to 25.[24]
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 List of presidents






	Name
	Dates
	Nationality
	Background



	Eugene Meyer[image: External link]
	1946–1946
	United States
	Newspaper publisher and Chairman of the Federal Reserve



	John J. McCloy[image: External link]
	1947–1949
	United States
	Lawyer and US Assistant Secretary of War



	Eugene R. Black, Sr.[image: External link]
	1949–1963
	United States
	Bank executive with Chase[image: External link] and executive director with the World Bank



	George Woods[image: External link]
	1963–1968
	United States
	Bank executive with First Boston Corporation[image: External link]



	Robert McNamara[image: External link]
	1968–1981
	United States
	President of the Ford Motor Company[image: External link], US Defense Secretary under Presidents John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] who escalated Vietnam War[image: External link][25]



	Alden W. Clausen[image: External link]
	1981–1986
	United States
	Lawyer, bank executive with Bank of America[image: External link]



	Barber Conable[image: External link]
	1986–1991
	United States
	New York State Senator and US Congressman



	Lewis T. Preston[image: External link]
	1991–1995
	United States
	Bank executive with J.P. Morgan[image: External link]



	Sir James Wolfensohn[image: External link]
	1995–2005
	United States

Australia (prev.)
	Wolfensohn was a naturalised American citizen before taking office. Corporate lawyer and banker



	Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link]
	2005–2007
	United States
	US Ambassador to Indonesia, US Deputy Secretary of Defense, Dean of the School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University, prominent architect of 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], resigned World Bank post due to ethics scandal[26]



	Robert Zoellick[image: External link]
	2007–2012
	United States
	Deputy Secretary of State and US Trade Representative



	Jim Yong Kim[image: External link]
	2012–present
	United States

South Korea (prev.)
	Former Chair of the Department of Global Health and Social Medicine at Harvard[image: External link], president of Dartmouth College[image: External link], naturalized American citizen[27]
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 List of chief economists




Main article: World Bank Chief Economist[image: External link]




	Name
	Dates
	Nationality



	Hollis B. Chenery[image: External link]
	1972–1982
	United States



	Anne Osborn Krueger[image: External link]
	1982–1986
	United States



	Stanley Fischer[image: External link]
	1988–1990
	United States



	Lawrence Summers[image: External link]
	1991–1993
	United States



	Michael Bruno[image: External link]
	1993–1996
	Israel



	Joseph E. Stiglitz[image: External link]
	1997–2000
	United States



	Nicholas Stern[image: External link]
	2000–2003
	United Kingdom



	François Bourguignon[image: External link]
	2003–2007
	France



	Justin Yifu Lin[image: External link]
	2008–2012
	China



	Kaushik Basu[image: External link]
	2012–2016
	India



	Paul Romer[image: External link]
	2016–present

	United States
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 Members




Main article: List of World Bank members[image: External link]


The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development[image: External link] (IBRD) has 189 member countries, while the International Development Association[image: External link] (IDA) has 173 members. Each member state of IBRD should be also a member of the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF) and only members of IBRD are allowed to join other institutions within the Bank (such as IDA).[1]
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 Voting power




In 2010 voting powers at the World Bank were revised to increase the voice of developing countries, notably China. The countries with most voting power are now the United States (15.85%), Japan (6.84%), China[image: External link] (4.42%), Germany (4.00%), the United Kingdom (3.75%), France (3.75%), India (2.91%),[28] Russia (2.77%), Saudi Arabia (2.77%) and Italy (2.64%). Under the changes, known as 'Voice Reform – Phase 2', countries other than China that saw significant gains included South Korea[image: External link], Turkey, Mexico[image: External link], Singapore, Greece[image: External link], Brazil, India, and Spain. Most developed countries' voting power was reduced, along with a few developing countries such as Nigeria[image: External link]. The voting powers of the United States, Russia and Saudi Arabia were unchanged.[29][30]

The changes were brought about with the goal of making voting more universal in regards to standards, rule-based with objective indicators, and transparent among other things. Now, developing countries have an increased voice in the "Pool Model", backed especially by Europe. Additionally, voting power is based on economic size in addition to International Development Association contributions.[31]
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 List of 20 largest countries by voting power in each World Bank institution




The following table shows the subscriptions of the top 20 member countries of the World Bank by voting power in the following World Bank institutions as of December 2014 or March 2015: the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development[image: External link] (IBRD), the International Finance Corporation[image: External link] (IFC), the International Development Association[image: External link] (IDA), and the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency[image: External link] (MIGA). Member countries are allocated votes at the time of membership and subsequently for additional subscriptions to capital (one vote for each share of capital stock held by the member).[32][33][34][35]



	The 20 Largest Countries by voting power (Number of Votes)



	Rank
	Country
	IBRD[image: External link]
	Country
	IFC[image: External link]
	Country
	IDA[image: External link]
	Country
	MIGA[image: External link]



	
	World
	2,201,754
	World
	2,653,476
	World
	24,682,951
	World
	218,237



	1
	United States
	358,498
	United States
	570,179
	United States
	2,546,503
	United States
	32,790



	2
	Japan
	166,094
	Japan
	163,334
	Japan
	2,112,243
	Japan
	9,205



	3
	China
	107,244
	Germany
	129,708
	United Kingdom
	1,510,934
	Germany
	9,162



	4
	Germany
	97,224
	France
	121,815
	Germany
	1,368,001
	France
	8,791



	5
	France
	87,241
	United Kingdom
	121,815
	France
	908,843
	United Kingdom
	8,791



	6
	United Kingdom
	87,241
	India
	103,747
	Saudi Arabia
	810,293
	China
	5,756



	7
	India
	67,690
	Russia
	103,653
	India
	661,909
	Russia
	5,754



	8
	Saudi Arabia
	67,155
	Canada
	82,142
	Canada
	629,658
	Saudi Arabia
	5,754



	9
	Canada
	59,004
	Italy
	82,142
	Italy
	573,858
	India
	5,597



	10
	Italy
	54,877
	China
	62,392
	China
	521,830
	Canada
	5,451



	11
	Russia
	54,651
	Netherlands
	56,931
	Poland
	498,102
	Italy
	5,196



	12
	Spain
	42,948
	Belgium
	51,410
	Sweden
	494,360
	Netherlands
	4,048



	13
	Brazil
	42,613
	Australia
	48,129
	Netherlands
	488,209
	Belgium
	3,803



	14
	Netherlands
	42,348
	Switzerland
	44,863
	Brazil
	412,322
	Australia
	3,245



	15
	Korea
	36,591
	Brazil
	40,279
	Australia
	312,566
	Switzerland
	2,869



	16
	Belgium
	36,463
	Mexico
	38,929
	Switzerland
	275,755
	Brazil
	2,832



	17
	Iran
	34,718
	Spain
	37,826
	Belgium
	275,474
	Spain
	2,491



	18
	Switzerland
	33,296
	Indonesia
	32,402
	Norway
	258,209
	Argentina
	2,436



	19
	Australia
	30,910
	Saudi Arabia
	30,862
	Denmark
	231,685
	Indonesia
	2,075



	20
	Turkey
	26,293
	Korea
	28,895
	Pakistan
	218,506
	Sweden
	2,075
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 Poverty reduction strategies




For the poorest developing countries in the world, the bank's assistance plans are based on poverty reduction strategies[image: External link]; by combining a cross-section of local groups with an extensive analysis of the country's financial and economic situation the World Bank develops a strategy pertaining uniquely to the country in question. The government then identifies the country's priorities and targets for the reduction of poverty, and the World Bank aligns its aid efforts correspondingly.

Forty-five countries pledged US$25.1 billion in "aid for the world's poorest countries", aid that goes to the World Bank International Development Association[image: External link] (IDA), which distributes the loans to eighty poorer countries. While wealthier nations sometimes fund their own aid projects, including those for diseases, and although IDA is the recipient of criticism, Robert B. Zoellick, the former president of the World Bank, said when the loans were announced on 15 December 2007, that IDA money "is the core funding that the poorest developing countries rely on".[36]

World Bank organizes Development Marketplace Awards[image: External link], a competitive grant program that surfaces and funds innovative, development projects with high potential for development impact that are scalable and/or replicable. The grant beneficiaries are social enterprises with projects that aim to deliver a range of social and public services to the most underserved low-income groups.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Global partnerships and initiatives




The World Bank has been assigned temporary management responsibility of the Clean Technology Fund[image: External link] (CTF), focused on making renewable energy[image: External link] cost-competitive with coal-fired power as quickly as possible, but this may not continue after UN's Copenhagen climate change conference in December 2009, because of the Bank's continued investment in coal-fired power plants[image: External link].[37]

Together with the World Health Organization[image: External link], the World Bank administers the International Health Partnership[image: External link] (IHP+). IHP+ is a group of partners committed to improving the health of citizens in developing countries. Partners work together to put international principles for aid effectiveness[image: External link] and development cooperation into practice in the health sector. IHP+ mobilizes national governments, development agencies, civil society and others to support a single, country-led national health strategy in a well-coordinated way.
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 Climate change




World Bank President Jim Yong Kim[image: External link] said in 2012 that:


	"A 4 degree warmer world can, and must be, avoided – we need to hold warming below 2 degrees ... Lack of action on climate change threatens to make the world our children inherit a completely different world than we are living in today. Climate change is one of the single biggest challenges facing development, and we need to assume the moral responsibility to take action on behalf of future generations, especially the poorest."[38] A World Bank report into Climate change[image: External link] in 2012 noted that (p. xiii): "Even with the current mitigation commitments and pledges fully implemented, there is roughly a 20 percent likelihood of exceeding 4 °C by 2100." This is despite the fact that the "global community has committed itself to holding warming below 2 °C to prevent 'dangerous' climate change". Furthermore: "A series of recent extreme events worldwide highlight the vulnerability of all countries ... No nation will be immune to the impacts of climate change." [39]




The World Bank doubled its aid for climate change[image: External link] adaptation from $2.3bn (£1.47bn) in 2011 to $4.6bn in 2012. The planet is now 0.8 °C warmer than in pre-industrial times. It says that 2 °C warming will be reached in 20 to 30 years.[40][41]
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 Food security




Main article: Food security[image: External link]



	Global Food Security Program: Launched in April 2010, six countries alongside the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have pledged $925 million for food security. To date, the program has helped 8 countries, promoting agriculture, research, trade in agriculture, etc.

	Launched Global Food Crisis Response Program: Given grants to approximately 40 nations for seeds, etc. for improving productivity.

	In process of increasing its yearly spending for agriculture to $6 billion–$8 billion from earlier $4 billion.

	Runs several nutrition program across the world, e.g., vitamin A doses for children, school meals, etc.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Training wings
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 World Bank Institute




The World Bank Institute (WBI) creates learning opportunities for countries, World Bank staff and clients, and people committed to poverty reduction and sustainable development. WBI's work program includes training, policy consultations, and the creation and support of knowledge networks related to international economic and social development.

The World Bank Institute (WBI) can be defined as a "global connector of knowledge, learning and innovation for poverty reduction". It aims to inspire change agents and prepare them with essential tools that can help achieve development results. WBI has four major strategies to approach development problems: innovation for development, knowledge exchange, leadership and coalition building, and structured learning. World Bank Institute(WBI) was formerly known as Economic Development Institute (EDI), established on 11 March 1955 with the support of the Rockefeller and Ford Foundations. The purpose of the institute was to serve as provide an open place where senior officials from developing countries could discuss development policies and programs. Over the years, EDI grew significantly and in 2000, the Institute was renamed as the World Bank Institute. Currently Sanjay Pradhan is the Vice President of the World Bank Institute.[42]
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 Global Development Learning Network




The Global Development Learning Network (GDLN) is a partnership of over 120 learning centers (GDLN Affiliates) in nearly 80 countries around the world. GDLN Affiliates collaborate in holding events that connect people across countries and regions for learning and dialogue on development issues.

GDLN clients are typically NGOs, government, private sector and development agencies who find that they work better together on subregional, regional or global development issues using the facilities and tools offered by GDLN Affiliates. Clients also benefit from the ability of Affiliates to help them choose and apply these tools effectively, and to tap development practitioners and experts worldwide. GDLN Affiliates facilitate around 1000 videoconference-based activities a year on behalf of their clients, reaching some 90,000 people worldwide. Most of these activities bring together participants in two or more countries over a series of sessions. A majority of GDLN activities are organized by small government agencies and NGOs.
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 GDLN Asia Pacific




The GDLN in the East Asia and Pacific region has experienced rapid growth and Distance Learning Centers now operate, or are planned in 20 countries: Australia, Mongolia, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Singapore, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Japan, Papua New Guinea, South Korea, Thailand, Laos, Timor Leste, Fiji, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and New Zealand. With over 180 Distance Learning Centers, it is the largest development learning network in the Asia and Pacific region. The Secretariat Office of GDLN Asia Pacific is located in the Center of Academic Resources of Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.

GDLN Asia Pacific was launched at the GDLN's East Asia and Pacific regional meeting held in Bangkok from 22 to 24 May 2006. Its vision is to become "the premier network exchanging ideas, experience and know-how across the Asia Pacific Region". GDLN Asia Pacific is a separate entity to The World Bank. It has endorsed its own Charter and Business Plan and, in accordance with the Charter, a GDLN Asia Pacific Governing Committee has been appointed.

The committee comprises China (2), Australia (1), Thailand (1), The World Bank (1) and finally, a nominee of the Government of Japan (1). The organization is currently hosted by Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand, founding member of the GDLN Asia Pacific.

The Governing Committee has determined that the most appropriate legal status for the GDLN AP in Thailand is a "Foundation". The World Bank is currently engaging a solicitor in Thailand to process all documentation in order to obtain this legal status.

GDLN Asia Pacific is built on the principle of shared resources among partners engaged in a common task, and this is visible in the organizational structures that exist, as the network evolves. Physical space for its headquarters is provided by the host of the GDLN Centre in Thailand – Chulalongkorn University; Technical expertise and some infrastructure is provided by the Tokyo Development Learning Centre (TDLC); Fiduciary services are provided by Australian National University (ANU) Until the GDLN Asia Pacific is established as a legal entity tin Thailand, ANU, has offered to assist the governing committee, by providing a means of managing the inflow and outflow of funds and of reporting on them. This admittedly results in some complexity in contracting arrangements, which need to be worked out on a case by case basis and depends to some extent on the legal requirements of the countries involved.
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 The JUSTPAL Network




A Justice Sector Peer-Assisted Learning (JUSTPAL) Network was launched in April 2011 by the Poverty Reduction and Economic Management (PREM) Department of the World Bank's Europe and Central Asia (ECA) Region. The JUSTPAL objective is to provide an online and offline platform for justice professionals to exchange knowledge, good practices and peer-driven improvements to justice systems and thereby support countries to improve their justice sector performance, quality of justice and service delivery to citizens and businesses.

The JUSTPAL Network includes representatives of judiciaries, ministries of justice, prosecutors, anti-corruption agencies and other justice-related entities from across the globe. The Network currently has active members from more than 50 countries.

To facilitate fruitful exchange of reform experiences and sharing of applicable good practices, the JUSTPAL Network has organized its activities under (currently) five Communities of Practice (COPs): (i) Budgeting for the Justice Sector; (ii) Information Systems for Justice Services; (iii) Justice Sector Physical Infrastructure; (iv) Court Management and Administration; and (v) Prosecution and Anti-Corruption Agencies.
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 Country assistance strategies




As a guideline to the World Bank's operations in any particular country, a Country Assistance Strategy is produced, in cooperation with the local government and any interested stakeholders and may rely on analytical work performed by the Bank or other parties.
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 Clean Air Initiative




Clean Air Initiative (CAI) is a World Bank initiative to advance innovative ways to improve air quality in cities through partnerships in selected regions of the world by sharing knowledge and experiences. It includes electric vehicles[image: External link].[43] Initiatives like this help address and tackle pollution-related diseases[image: External link].
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 United Nations Development Business




Based on an agreement between the United Nations and the World Bank in 1981, Development Business[image: External link] became the official source for World Bank Procurement Notices, Contract Awards, and Project Approvals.[44]

In 1998, the agreement was re-negotiated, and included in this agreement was a joint venture to create an electronic version of the publication via the World Wide Web. Today, Development Business is the primary publication for all major multilateral development banks, United Nations agencies, and several national governments, many of whom have made the publication of their tenders and contracts in Development Business a mandatory requirement.[44]

The World Bank or the World Bank Group[image: External link] is also a sitting observer in the United Nations Development Group[image: External link].[45]
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 Open data initiative




The World Bank collects and processes large amounts of data and generates them on the basis of economic models. These data and models have gradually been made available to the public in a way that encourages reuse,[46] whereas the recent publications describing them are available as open access[image: External link] under a Creative Commons Attribution License[image: External link], for which the bank received the SPARC Innovator 2012 award.[47]
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 Grants table




The following table lists the top 15 DAC 5 Digit Sectors[48] to which the World Bank has committed funding, as recorded by it in its International Aid Transparency Initiative[image: External link] (IATI) publications. The World Bank states on the IATI Registry website that the amounts "will cover 100% of IBRD[image: External link] and IDA[image: External link] development flows" but will not cover other development flows.[49]



	
	Committed funding (US$ millions)



	Sector
	Before 2007
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	Sum



	Road transport
	4,654.2
	1,993.5
	1,501.8
	5,550.3
	4,032.3
	2,603.7
	3,852.5
	2,883.6
	3,081.7
	3,922.6
	723.7
	34,799.8



	Social/ welfare services
	613.1
	208.1
	185.5
	2,878.4
	1,477.4
	1,493.2
	1,498.5
	2,592.6
	2,745.4
	1,537.7
	73.6
	15,303.5



	Electrical transmission/ distribution
	1,292.5
	862.1
	1,740.2
	2,435.4
	1,465.1
	907.7
	1,614.9
	395.7
	2,457.1
	1,632.2
	374.8
	15,177.8



	Public finance management
	334.2
	223.1
	499.7
	129.0
	455.3
	346.6
	3,156.8
	2,724.0
	3,160.5
	2,438.9
	690.5
	14,158.6



	Rail transport
	279.3
	284.4
	1,289.0
	912.2
	892.5
	1,487.4
	841.8
	740.6
	1,964.9
	1,172.2
	−1.6
	9,862.5



	Rural development
	335.4
	237.5
	382.8
	616.7
	2,317.4
	972.0
	944.0
	177.8
	380.9
	1,090.3
	−2.5
	7,452.4



	Urban development and management
	261.2
	375.9
	733.3
	739.6
	542.1
	1,308.1
	914.3
	258.9
	747.3
	1,122.1
	212.2
	7,214.9



	Business support services and institutions
	113.3
	20.8
	721.7
	181.4
	363.3
	514.0
	310.0
	760.1
	1,281.9
	1,996.0
	491.3
	6,753.7



	Energy policy and administrative management
	102.5
	243.0
	324.9
	234.2
	762.0
	654.9
	902.1
	480.5
	1,594.2
	1,001.8
	347.9
	6,648.0



	Agricultural water resources
	733.2
	749.5
	84.6
	251.8
	780.6
	819.5
	618.3
	1,040.3
	1,214.8
	824.0
	−105.8
	7,011.0



	Decentralisation and support to subnational government
	904.5
	107.9
	176.1
	206.7
	331.2
	852.8
	880.6
	466.8
	1,417.0
	432.5
	821.3
	6,597.3



	Disaster prevention and preparedness
	66.9
	2.7
	260.0
	9.0
	417.2
	609.5
	852.9
	373.5
	1,267.8
	1,759.7
	114.2
	5,733.5



	Sanitation - large systems
	441.9
	679.7
	521.6
	422.0
	613.1
	1,209.4
	268.0
	55.4
	890.6
	900.8
	93.9
	6,096.3



	Water supply - large systems
	646.5
	438.1
	298.3
	486.5
	845.1
	640.2
	469.0
	250.5
	1,332.4
	609.9
	224.7
	6,241.3



	Health policy and administrative management
	661.3
	54.8
	285.8
	673.8
	1,581.4
	799.3
	251.5
	426.3
	154.8
	368.1
	496.0
	5,753.1



	Other
	13,162.7
	6,588.3
	8,707.1
	11,425.7
	17,099.5
	11,096.6
	16,873.4
	13,967.1
	20,057.6
	21,096.5
	3,070.3
	140,074.5



	Total
	24,602.6
	13,069.4
	17,712.6
	27,152.6
	33,975.6
	26,314.8
	34,248.6
	27,593.9
	43,748.8
	41,905.2
	7,624.5
	297,948.5
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 Open Knowledge Repository




The World Bank hosts the Open Knowledge Repository (OKR)[50] as an official open access repository for its research outputs and knowledge products.

The World Bank's repository is listed in the Registry of Research Data Repositories[image: External link] re3data.org.[51]
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 Criticisms




The World Bank has long been criticized by non-governmental organizations, such as the indigenous rights group Survival International[image: External link], and academics, including its former Chief Economist Joseph Stiglitz[image: External link], Henry Hazlitt[image: External link] and Ludwig Von Mises[image: External link].[52][53][54] Henry Hazlitt argued that the World Bank along with the monetary system it was designed within would promote world inflation and "a world in which international trade is State-dominated" when they were being advocated.[55] Stiglitz argued that the so-called free market[image: External link] reform policies that the Bank advocates are often harmful to economic development[image: External link] if implemented badly, too quickly ("shock therapy[image: External link]"), in the wrong sequence or in weak, uncompetitive economies.[53][56] Similarly, Carmine Guerriero[image: External link] notices that these reforms have introduced in developing countries regulatory institutions typical of the common law legal tradition because allegedly more efficient according to the legal origins theory[image: External link]. The latter however has been fiercely criticized since it does not take into account that the legal institutions transplanted during the European colonization have been then reformed.[57] This issue makes the legal origins theory's inference unreliable and the Work Bank reforms detrimental.[58]

One of the strongest criticisms of the World Bank has been the way in which it is governed. While the World Bank represents 188 countries, it is run by a small number of economically powerful countries. These countries (which also provide most of the institution's funding) choose the leadership and senior management of the World Bank, and so their interests dominate the bank.[59]:190 Titus Alexander argues that the unequal voting power of western countries and the World Bank's role in developing countries makes it similar to the South African Development Bank under apartheid, and therefore a pillar of global apartheid[image: External link].[60]:133–141

In the 1990s, the World Bank and the IMF forged the Washington Consensus[image: External link], policies that included deregulation[image: External link] and liberalization of markets, privatization[image: External link] and the downscaling of government[image: External link]. Though the Washington Consensus was conceived as a policy that would best promote development, it was criticized for ignoring equity, employment and how reforms like privatization were carried out. Joseph Stiglitz argued that the Washington Consensus placed too much emphasis on the growth of GDP, and not enough on the permanence of growth or on whether growth contributed to better living standards.[54]:17

The United States Senate Committee on Foreign Relations[image: External link] report criticized the World Bank and other international financial institutions for focusing too much "on issuing loans rather than on achieving concrete development results within a finite period of time" and called on the institution to "strengthen anti-corruption efforts".[61]

James Ferguson[image: External link] has argued that the main effect of many development projects carried out by the World Bank and similar organizations is not the alleviation of poverty. Instead the projects often serve to expand the exercise of bureaucratic state power. Through his case-studies of development projects in Thaba-Tseka[image: External link] he shows that the World Bank's characterization of the economic conditions in Lesotho was flawed, and the Bank ignored the political and cultural character of the state in crafting their projects. As a result the projects failed to help the poor, but succeeded in expanding the government bureaucracy.[62]

Criticism of the World BankWorld Bank and other organizations often takes the form of protesting[image: External link] as seen in recent events such as the World Bank Oslo 2002 Protests[image: External link],[63] the October Rebellion[image: External link],[64] and the Battle of Seattle[image: External link].[65] Such demonstrations have occurred all over the world, even among the Brazilian Kayapo people[image: External link].[66]

Another source of criticism has been the tradition of having an American head the bank, implemented because the United States provides the majority of World Bank funding. "When economists from the World Bank visit poor countries to dispense cash and advice", observed The Economist[image: External link] in 2012, "they routinely tell governments to reject cronyism[image: External link] and fill each important job with the best candidate available. It is good advice. The World Bank should take it."[67] Jim Yong Kim, a Korean-American, is the most recently appointed president of the World Bank.[68]
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 Structural adjustment




The effect of structural adjustment[image: External link] policies on poor countries has been one of the most significant criticisms of the World Bank.[69] The 1979 energy crisis[image: External link] plunged many countries into economic crisis.[70]:68 The World Bank responded with structural adjustment loans[image: External link], which distributed aid to struggling countries while enforcing policy changes in order to reduce inflation and fiscal imbalance. Some of these policies included encouraging production[image: External link], investment and labour-intensive manufacturing, changing real exchange rates[image: External link] and altering the distribution of government resources. Structural adjustment policies were most effective in countries with an institutional framework that allowed these policies to be implemented easily. For some countries, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link], economic growth regressed and inflation worsened. The alleviation of poverty was not a goal of structural adjustment loans, and the circumstances of the poor often worsened, due to a reduction in social spending and an increase in the price of food, as subsidies were lifted.[70]:69

By the late 1980s, international organizations began to admit that structural adjustment policies were worsening life for the world's poor. The World Bank changed structural adjustment loans, allowing for social spending to be maintained, and encouraging a slower change to policies such as transfer of subsidies and price rises.[70]:70 In 1999, the World Bank and the IMF introduced the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper approach to replace structural adjustment loans.[71]:147 The Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper approach has been interpreted as an extension of structural adjustment policies as it continues to reinforce and legitimize global inequities. Neither approach has addressed the inherent flaws within the global economy that contribute to economic and social inequities within developing countries.[71]:152
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 Fairness of assistance conditions




Some critics,[72] most prominently the author Naomi Klein[image: External link], are of the opinion that the World Bank Group's loans and aid have unfair conditions attached to them that reflect the interests, financial power and political doctrines (notably the Washington Consensus[image: External link]) of the Bank and, by extension, the countries that are most influential within it. Among other allegations, Klein says the Group's credibility was damaged "when it forced school fees on students in Ghana in exchange for a loan; when it demanded that Tanzania privatise its water system; when it made telecom privatisation a condition of aid for Hurricane Mitch; when it demanded labour 'flexibility' in Sri Lanka in the aftermath of the Asian tsunami; when it pushed for eliminating food subsidies in post-invasion Iraq".[73]
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 Sovereign immunity




The World Bank requires sovereign immunity[image: External link] from countries it deals with.[74][75][76] Sovereign immunity waives a holder from all legal liability for their actions. It is proposed that this immunity from responsibility is a "shield which The World Bank wants to resort to, for escaping accountability and security by the people."[74] As the United States has veto power, it can prevent the World Bank from taking action against its interests.[74]
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 Controversy
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 PricewaterhouseCoopers (1998)




World Bank favored PricewaterhouseCoopers[image: External link] as a consultant in a bid for privatizing the water distribution in Delhi[image: External link], India[77]
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 See also





	Democracy Ranking[image: External link]

	
Energy Sector Management Assistance Program[image: External link] (ESMAP)

	BRICS Development Bank[image: External link]
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The World Factbook






Not to be confused with Encyclopedia of the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link].

The World Factbook ( ISSN[image: External link]  1553-8133[image: External link]; also known as the CIA World Factbook)[2] is a reference resource produced by the Central Intelligence Agency with almanac[image: External link]-style information about the countries[image: External link] of the world[image: External link]. The official print version is available from the National Technical Information Service[image: External link] and the Government Printing Office[image: External link]. Other companies—such as Skyhorse Publishing[image: External link]—also print a paper edition. The Factbook is available in the form of a website that is partially updated every week. It is also available for download for use off-line. It provides a two- to three-page summary of the demographics[image: External link], geography[image: External link], communications[image: External link], government[image: External link], economy[image: External link], and military[image: External link] of each of 267 international entities[3] including U.S.-recognized[image: External link] countries, dependencies, and other areas in the world.

The World Factbook is prepared by the CIA for the use of U.S. Government[image: External link] officials, and its style, format, coverage, and content are primarily designed to meet their requirements.[4] However, it is frequently used as a resource for academic research papers and news articles.[5] As a work of the U.S. Government[image: External link], it is in the public domain in the United States[image: External link].[6]
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 Sources




In researching the Factbook, the CIA uses the sources listed below. Other public and private sources are also consulted.[4]


	Antarctic Information Program (National Science Foundation[image: External link])

	
Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center[image: External link] (Department of Defense[image: External link])

	
Bureau of the Census[image: External link] (Department of Commerce[image: External link])

	
Bureau of Labor Statistics[image: External link] (Department of Labor[image: External link])

	Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs[image: External link]

	
Defense Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (Department of Defense)

	Department of Energy[image: External link]

	Department of State[image: External link]

	
Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link] (Department of the Interior[image: External link])

	
Maritime Administration[image: External link] (Department of Transportation[image: External link])

	
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (Department of Defense)

	
Naval Facilities Engineering Command[image: External link] (Department of Defense)

	
Office of Insular Affairs[image: External link] (Department of the Interior)

	
Office of Naval Intelligence[image: External link] (Department of Defense)

	Oil & Gas Journal[image: External link]

	
United States Board on Geographic Names[image: External link] (Department of the Interior)

	
United States Transportation Command[image: External link] (Department of Defense)
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 Copyright




Because the Factbook is in the public domain[image: External link], people are free under United States law to redistribute it or parts of it in any way that they like, without permission of the CIA.[4] However, the CIA requests that it be cited[image: External link] when the Factbook is used.[6] Copying the official seal of the CIA without permission is prohibited by U.S. federal law—specifically, the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949[image: External link] (50 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 403m[image: External link]).
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 Frequency of updates and availability




Before November 2001 The World Factbook website was updated yearly;[7] from 2004 to 2010 it was updated every two weeks;[7] since 2010 it has been updated weekly.[8] Generally, information currently available as of January 1 of the current year[9] is used in preparing the Factbook.
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 Government edition of the Factbook




The first, classified[image: External link], edition of Factbook was published in August 1962, and the first unclassified version in June 1971.[10] The World Factbook was first available to the public in print in 1975.[10] In 2008 the CIA discontinued printing the Factbook themselves, instead turning printing responsibilities over to the Government Printing Office.[11] This happened due to a CIA decision to "focus Factbook resources" on the online edition.[12] The Factbook has been on the World Wide Web[image: External link] since October 1994.[13] The web version gets an average of 6 million visits per month;[5] it can also be downloaded.[14] The official printed version is sold[15] by the Government Printing Office[image: External link] and National Technical Information Service[image: External link]. In past years, the Factbook was available on CD-ROM[image: External link],[16] microfiche[image: External link],[17] magnetic tape[image: External link],[17] and floppy disk[image: External link].[17]
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 Reprints and older editions online




Many Internet sites use information and images from the CIA World Factbook.[18] Several publishers, including Grand River Books,[19] Potomac Books (formerly known as Brassey's Inc.),[20] and Skyhorse Publishing[image: External link][21] have re-published the Factbook in recent years.
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 Entities listed




Main article: List of entities and changes in The World Factbook[image: External link]


As of July 2011, The World Factbook consists of 267 entities.[3] These entities can be divided into categories.[22] They are:


	Independent countries

	This category has independent countries, which the CIA defines as people "politically organized into a sovereign state with a definite territory".[22] In this category, there are 195 entities.

	Others

	The Other category is a list of other places set apart from the list of independent countries. Currently there are two: Taiwan[image: External link] and the European Union[image: External link].

	Dependencies and Areas of Special Sovereignty

	This category is a list of places affiliated with another country. They may be subdivided into categories using the country they are affiliated with:

	
Australia: six entities

	
China[image: External link]: two entities

	
Denmark[image: External link]: two entities

	
France[image: External link]: eight entities

	
Netherlands: three entities

	
New Zealand: three entities

	
Norway[image: External link]: three entities

	
United Kingdom: seventeen entities

	
United States: fourteen entities








	Miscellaneous

	This category is for Antarctica[image: External link] and places in dispute. There are six entities.

	Other entities

	This category is for the World[image: External link] and the oceans[image: External link]. There are five oceans and the World (the World entry is intended as a summary of the other entries).[5]
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 Territorial issues and controversies
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 Political





	Areas not covered

	Specific regions within a country or areas in dispute among countries, such as Kashmir[image: External link], are not covered,[23] but other areas of the world whose status is disputed, such as the Spratly Islands[image: External link], have entries.[23][24] Subnational areas of countries (such as U.S. states[image: External link] or the Canadian provinces and territories[image: External link]) are not included in the Factbook. Instead, users looking for information about subnational areas are referred to "a comprehensive encyclopedia" for their reference needs.[25] This criterion was invoked in the 2007[26] and 2011[27] editions with the decision to drop the entries for French Guiana[image: External link], Guadeloupe[image: External link], Martinique[image: External link], Mayotte[image: External link], and Reunion[image: External link]. They were dropped because besides being overseas departments[image: External link], they were now overseas regions[image: External link], and an integral part of France.[26][27]





	Kashmir

	Maps depicting Kashmir have the Indo-Pakistani border[image: External link] drawn at the Line of Control[image: External link], but the region of Kashmir administered by China[image: External link] drawn in hash marks.[28]





	Northern Cyprus

	
Northern Cyprus[image: External link], which the U.S. considers part of the Republic of Cyprus, is not given a separate entry because "territorial occupations/annexations not recognized by the United States Government are not shown on U.S. Government maps."[29]





	Taiwan/Republic of China

	The name "Republic of China" is not listed as Taiwan[image: External link]'s official name under the "Government" section,[30] due to U.S. acknowledgement of Beijing's One-China policy[image: External link] according to which there is one China and Taiwan is a part of it.[31] The name "Republic of China" was briefly added on January 27, 2005,[32] but has since been changed back to "none".[30] Of the Factbook's two maps of China[image: External link], one highlights the island of Taiwan[image: External link] highlighted as part of the country[28] while the other does not.[33] (See also: Political status of Taiwan[image: External link], Legal status of Taiwan[image: External link])




	Disputed South China Sea Islands

	The Paracel Islands[image: External link] and Spratly Islands[image: External link], subjects of territorial disputes, have entries in the Factbook where they are not listed as the territory of any one nation. The disputed claims to the islands are discussed in the entries.[34][35]





	Burma/Myanmar

	The U.S. does not recognize the renaming of Burma[image: External link] by its ruling military junta[image: External link] to Myanmar and thus keeps its entry for the country under the Burma name.[36]





	FYROM/Republic of Macedonia

	The Republic of Macedonia[image: External link] is entered as Macedonia,[37] the name used in its first entry in the Factbook upon independence in 1992.[38] In the 1994 edition, the name of the entry was changed to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia[image: External link], as it is recognised by the United Nations (pending resolution of the Macedonia naming dispute[image: External link]).[39][40] For the next decade, this was the name the nation was listed under. Finally, in the 2004 edition of the Factbook, the name of the entry was changed back to Macedonia, following a November 2004 U.S. decision to refer to the country using this name.[41][42]





	European Union

	On December 16, 2004, the CIA added an entry for the European Union[image: External link] (EU) for the first time.[43][44]) The "What's New" section of the 2005 Factbook states: "The European Union continues to accrue more nation-like characteristics[image: External link] for itself and so a separate listing was deemed appropriate."[31]





	United States Pacific Island Wildlife Refuges and Iles Eparses

	In the 2006 edition of The World Factbook, the entries for Baker Island[image: External link], Howland Island[image: External link], Jarvis Island[image: External link], Kingman Reef[image: External link], Johnston Atoll[image: External link], Palmyra Atoll[image: External link] and the Midway Islands[image: External link] were merged into a new United States Pacific Island Wildlife Refuges[image: External link] entry.[45] The old entries for each individual insular area remain as redirects on the Factbook website.[46] On September 7, 2006, the CIA also merged the entries for Bassas da India[image: External link], Europa Island[image: External link], the Glorioso Islands[image: External link], Juan de Nova Island[image: External link], and Tromelin Island[image: External link] into a new Iles Eparses[image: External link] entry.[47] As with the new United States Pacific Island Wildlife Refuges entry, the old entries for these five islands remained as redirects on the website.[48] On July 19, 2007, the Iles Eparses entry and redirects for each island were dropped due to the group becoming a district of the French Southern and Antarctic Lands[image: External link] in February.[49]





	Serbia and Montenegro/Yugoslavia

	The Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link] (SFRY) broke apart in 1991. The following year, it was replaced in the Factbook with entries for each of its former constituent republics.[38] In doing this, the CIA listed the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link] (FRY), proclaimed in 1992, as Serbia and Montenegro, as the U.S. did not recognize the union between the two republics.[50][51] This was done in accordance with a May 21, 1992, decision[52] by the U.S. not to recognize any of the former Yugoslav republics[53] as successor states[image: External link] to the recently dissolved SFRY.




	These views were made clear in a disclaimer printed in the Factbook: "Serbia and Montenegro have asserted the formation of a joint independent state, but this entity has not been recognized as a state by the United States."[55] Montenegro and Serbia were treated separately in the Factbook data, as can be seen on the map.[56] In October 2000, Slobodan Milošević[image: External link] was forced out of office[image: External link] after a disputed election.[57] This event led to democratic elections and U.S. diplomatic recognition. The 2001 edition of the Factbook thus referred to the state as Yugoslavia.[58] On March 14, 2002, an agreement was signed to transform the FRY into a loose state union called Serbia and Montenegro[image: External link];[59] it took effect on February 4, 2003.[60] The name of the Yugoslavia entity was altered in the Factbook the month after the change.[61]





	Kosovo

	On February 28, 2008, the CIA added an entry for Kosovo[image: External link], which declared independence[image: External link] on February 17 of the same year.[62] Before this, Kosovo was excluded in the Factbook.[23] Kosovo is the subject of a territorial dispute; Serbia continues to claim[image: External link] Kosovo as part of its own sovereign territory[image: External link]. Kosovo's independence has been recognised by 111[image: External link] out of 193 United Nations[image: External link] member states[image: External link], including the United States.[63]





	East Timor/Timor-Leste

	On July 19, 2007, the entry for East Timor was renamed Timor-Leste following a decision of the United States Board on Geographic Names[image: External link] (BGN).[64]
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 Factual




The Factbook is full of usually minor errors, inaccuracies, and out-of-date information, which are often repeated elsewhere due to the Factbook's widespread use as a reference. For example, Albania[image: External link] was until recently, described in the Factbook as 70% Muslim[image: External link], 20% Eastern Orthodox[image: External link], and 10% Roman Catholic[image: External link], which was based on a survey conducted in 1939, before World War II[image: External link]; numerous surveys conducted since the fall of the Communist regime since 1990 have given quite different figures. Another example is Singapore, which the Factbook states has a total fertility rate[image: External link] of 0.78 children per woman, despite figures in Statistics Singapore which state that the rate has been about 1.2–1.3 children per woman for at least the past several years, and it is unclear when, or even whether, it ever dropped as low as 0.78.[65] This low and inaccurate value then gets cited in news articles which state that Singapore has the world's lowest fertility, or at least use the figure for its shock value.[66][67] Another serious problem is that the Factbook never cites its sources, making verification of the information it presents difficult if not impossible.

In June 2009, National Public Radio (NPR), relying on information obtained from the CIA World Factbook, put the number of Israeli Jews living in settlements in the West Bank[image: External link] and Israeli-annexed East Jerusalem[image: External link] at 250,000. However, a better estimate, based on State Department[image: External link] and Israeli sources put the figure at about 500,000. NPR then issued a correction. Chuck Holmes, foreign editor for NPR Digital, said, "I'm surprised and displeased, and it makes me wonder what other information is out-of-date or incorrect in the CIA World Factbook."[68]

Scholars have acknowledged that some entries in the Factbook are out of date.[69]
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 See also





	
World Leaders[image: External link], another regular publication of the CIA[70]


	National Security Agency academic publications[image: External link]




	Alternative publications




	Europa World Year Book[image: External link]

	The New York Times Almanac[image: External link]

	The World Almanac and Book of Facts[image: External link]

	TIME Almanac with Information Please[image: External link]

	Whitaker's Almanack[image: External link]
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Central Intelligence Agency






"CIA" redirects here. For other uses, see CIA (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Central Intelligence Agency



	
Intelligence agency[image: External link] overview



	Formed
	September 18, 1947; 69 years ago




	Preceding Intelligence agency[image: External link]

	


	
Office of Strategic Services[image: External link][1]










	Headquarters
	
George Bush Center for Intelligence[image: External link]

Langley, Virginia[image: External link], U.S.




	Motto
	"The Work of a Nation. The Center of Intelligence."

Unofficial motto: "And you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free." (John 8:32)[2]




	Employees
	21,575 (estimate)[3]




	Annual budget
	$15 billion (as of 2013)[3][4][5]




	
Intelligence agency[image: External link] executives
	


	
Mike Pompeo[image: External link], Director[image: External link]


	
Gina Haspel[image: External link], Deputy Director[image: External link]










	Parent Intelligence agency[image: External link]

	None ( independent[image: External link])



	Website
	cia.gov[image: External link]




The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) is a civilian foreign intelligence service[image: External link] of the United States federal government[image: External link], tasked with gathering, processing, and analyzing national security[image: External link] information from around the world, primarily through the use of human intelligence[image: External link] (HUMINT). As one of the principal members of the U.S. Intelligence Community[image: External link] (IC), the CIA reports to the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] and is primarily focused on providing intelligence for the President[image: External link] and Cabinet[image: External link].

Unlike the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI), which is a domestic security service, the CIA has no law enforcement function and is mainly focused on overseas intelligence gathering, with only limited domestic intelligence collection[image: External link]. Though it is not the only U.S. government agency specializing in HUMINT, the CIA serves as the national manager for coordination of HUMINT activities across the US intelligence community. Moreover, the CIA is the only agency authorized by law to carry out and oversee covert action[image: External link] at the behest of the President.[6][7][8][9] It exerts foreign political influence through its tactical divisions, such as the Special Activities Division[image: External link].[10]

Before the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act[image: External link], the CIA Director[image: External link] concurrently served as the head[image: External link] of the Intelligence Community; today, the CIA is organized under the Director of National Intelligence (DNI). Despite transferring some of its powers to the DNI, the CIA has grown in size as a result of the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. In 2013, The Washington Post[image: External link] reported that in fiscal year 2010, the CIA had the largest budget[image: External link] of all IC agencies, exceeding previous estimates.[3][11]

The CIA has increasingly expanded its role, including covert paramilitary[image: External link] operations.[3] One of its largest divisions, the Information Operations Center (IOC), has shifted focus from counter-terrorism[image: External link] to offensive cyber-operations[image: External link].[12] While the CIA has had some recent accomplishments, such as locating Osama bin Laden[image: External link] and taking part in the successful Operation Neptune Spear[image: External link], it has also been involved in controversial programs such as extraordinary rendition[image: External link] and torture[image: External link].



TOP
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 Purpose




When the CIA was created, its purpose was to create a clearinghouse for foreign policy intelligence and analysis. Today its primary purpose is to collect, analyze, evaluate, and disseminate foreign intelligence, and to perform covert actions.

According to its fiscal 2013 budget, the CIA has five priorities:[3]


	
Counterterrorism[image: External link], the top priority

	
Nonproliferation[image: External link] of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction[image: External link], with North Korea[image: External link] described as perhaps the most difficult target.

	Warning/informing American leaders of important overseas events, with Pakistan described as an "intractable target".

	
Counterintelligence[image: External link], with China[image: External link], Russia, Iran, Cuba, and Israel[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]] described as "priority" targets.

	
Cyber intelligence[image: External link].
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 Organizational structure




Main article: Organizational structure of the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link]


The CIA has an executive office and five major directorates:


	The Directorate of Digital Innovation


	The Directorate of Analysis


	The Directorate of Operations


	The Directorate of Support


	The Directorate of Science and Technology
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 Executive Office




The Director of the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (D/CIA) reports directly to the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] (DNI); in practice, the CIA director interfaces with the DNI, Congress, and the White House[image: External link], while the Deputy Director is the internal executive of the CIA.

The Executive Office also supports the U.S. military[image: External link] by providing it with information it gathers, receiving information from military intelligence[image: External link] organizations, and cooperates on field activities. The Executive Director is in charge of the day to day operation of the CIA. Each branch of the military service has its own Director.[13] The Associate Director of military affairs, a senior military officer, manages the relationship between the CIA and the Unified Combatant Commands[image: External link], who produce and deliver to the CIA regional/operational intelligence and consume national intelligence produced by the CIA.[14][15]
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 Directorate of Analysis




The Directorate has four regional analytic groups, six groups for transnational issues, and three that focus on policy, collection, and staff support.[16] There is an office dedicated to Iraq; regional analytical offices covering the Near East[image: External link] and South Asia[image: External link], Russia and Europe; and the Asian Pacific, Latin American, and African office.
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 Directorate of Operations




Main article: National Clandestine Service[image: External link]


The Directorate of Operations is responsible for collecting foreign intelligence (mainly from clandestine HUMINT sources), and for covert action. The name reflects its role as the coordinator of human intelligence activities between other elements of the wider U.S. intelligence community with their own HUMINT operations. This Directorate was created in an attempt to end years of rivalry over influence, philosophy and budget between the United States Department of Defense[image: External link] (DOD) and the CIA. In spite of this, the Department of Defense recently organized its own global clandestine intelligence service, the Defense Clandestine Service[image: External link] (DCS),[17] under the Defense Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (DIA).

This Directorate is known to be organized by geographic regions and issues, but its precise organization is classified.[18]
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 Directorate of Science and Technology




Main article: Directorate of Science & Technology[image: External link]


The Directorate of Science & Technology was established to research, create, and manage technical collection disciplines and equipment. Many of its innovations were transferred to other intelligence organizations, or, as they became more overt, to the military services.

For example, the development of the U-2[image: External link] high-altitude reconnaissance aircraft was done in cooperation with the United States Air Force[image: External link]. The U-2's original mission was clandestine imagery intelligence[image: External link] over denied areas such as the Soviet Union[image: External link].[19] It was subsequently provided with signals intelligence[image: External link] and measurement and signature intelligence[image: External link] capabilities, and is now operated by the Air Force.

Imagery intelligence collected by the U-2 and reconnaissance satellites was analyzed by a DS&T organization called the National Photointerpretation Center (NPIC), which had analysts from both the CIA and the military services. Subsequently, NPIC was transferred to the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (NGA).
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 Directorate of Support




Main article: Directorate of Support[image: External link]


The Directorate of Support has organizational and administrative functions to significant units including:


	The Office of Security


	The Office of Communications


	The Office of Information Technology
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 Training




Further information: CIA University[image: External link], Sherman Kent School for Intelligence Analysis[image: External link], Camp Peary[image: External link], Harvey Point[image: External link], and Warrenton Training Center[image: External link]


The CIA established its first training facility, the Office of Training and Education, in 1950. Following the end of the Cold War[image: External link], the CIA's training budget was slashed, which had a negative effect on employee retention.[20][21] In response, Director of Central Intelligence George Tenet[image: External link] established CIA University[image: External link] in 2002.[20][22] CIA University holds between 200 and 300 courses each year, training both new hires and experienced intelligence officers, as well as CIA support staff.[20][21] The facility works in partnership with the National Intelligence University[image: External link], and includes the Sherman Kent School for Intelligence Analysis[image: External link], the Directorate of Analysis' component of the university.[22][23][24]

For later stage training of student operations officers, there is at least one classified training area at Camp Peary[image: External link], near Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link]. Students are selected, and their progress evaluated, in ways derived from the OSS, published as the book Assessment of Men, Selection of Personnel for the Office of Strategic Services.[25] Additional mission training is conducted at Harvey Point[image: External link], North Carolina[image: External link].[26]

The primary training facility for the Office of Communications is Warrenton Training Center[image: External link], located near Warrenton, Virginia[image: External link]. The facility was established in 1951 and has been used by the CIA since at least 1955.[27][28]
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 Budget




Main article: United States intelligence budget[image: External link]


Details of the overall United States intelligence budget are classified.[3] Under the Central Intelligence Agency Act[image: External link] of 1949, the Director of Central Intelligence is the only federal government employee who can spend "un-vouchered" government money.[29] The government showed its 1997 budget was 26.6 billion dollars for the fiscal year. [30]The government has disclosed a total figure for all non-military intelligence spending since 2007; the fiscal 2013 figure is $52.6 billion. According to the 2013 mass surveillance disclosures[image: External link], the CIA's fiscal 2013 budget is $14.7 billion, 28% of the total and almost 50% more than the budget of the National Security Agency. CIA's HUMINT[image: External link] budget is $2.3 billion, the SIGINT[image: External link] budget is $1.7 billion, and spending for security and logistics of CIA missions is $2.5 billion. "Covert action programs", including a variety of activities such as the CIA's drone[image: External link] fleet and anti-Iranian nuclear program[image: External link] activities, accounts for $2.6 billion.[3]

There were numerous previous attempts to obtain general information about the budget.[31] As a result, it was revealed that CIA's annual budget in Fiscal Year 1963 was US $550 million (inflation-adjusted US$ 4.3 billion in 2017),[32] and the overall intelligence budget in FY 1997 was US $26.6 billion (inflation-adjusted US$ 39.7 billion in 2017).[33] There have been accidental disclosures; for instance, Mary Margaret Graham[image: External link], a former CIA official and deputy director of national intelligence for collection in 2005, said that the annual intelligence budget was $44 billion,[34] and in 1994 Congress accidentally published a budget of $43.4 billion (in 2012 dollars) in 1994 for the non-military National Intelligence Program, including $4.8 billion for the CIA.[3] After the Marshall Plan[image: External link] was approved, appropriating $13.7 billion over five years, 5% of those funds or $685 million were made available to the CIA.[35]
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 Employees
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 Polygraphing




Robert Baer, a CNN analyst and former CIA operative, stated that normally a CIA employee undergoes a polygraph[image: External link] examination every three to four years.[36]
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The CIA acts as the primary US HUMINT and general analytic agency, under the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link], who directs or coordinates the 16 member organizations of the United States Intelligence Community[image: External link]. In addition, it obtains information from other U.S. government intelligence agencies, commercial information sources, and foreign intelligence services.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 U.S. agencies




CIA employees form part of the National Reconnaissance Office[image: External link] (NRO) workforce, originally created as a joint office of the CIA and US Air Force[image: External link] to operate the spy satellites of the US military.

The Special Collections Service[image: External link] is a joint CIA and National Security Agency[image: External link] (NSA) office that conducts clandestine electronic surveillance in embassies and hostile territory[image: External link] throughout the world.
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 Foreign intelligence services




The role and functions of the CIA are roughly equivalent to those of the United Kingdom's Secret Intelligence Service[image: External link] (the SIS or MI6), the Australian Secret Intelligence Service[image: External link] (ASIS), the French foreign intelligence service Direction Générale de la Sécurité Extérieure[image: External link] (DGSE), the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service (Sluzhba Vneshney Razvedki)[image: External link] (SVR), the Chinese Ministry of State Security[image: External link] (MSS), the Indian Research and Analysis Wing[image: External link] (RAW), the Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence[image: External link] (ISI), the Egyptian General Intelligence Service[image: External link], and Israel's Mossad[image: External link]. While the preceding agencies both collect and analyze information, some like the U.S. State Department's Bureau of Intelligence and Research[image: External link] are purely analytical agencies.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The closest links of the U.S. IC to other foreign intelligence agencies are to Anglophone countries: Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom. There is a special communications marking that signals that intelligence-related messages can be shared with these four countries.[37] An indication of the United States' close operational cooperation is the creation of a new message distribution label within the main U.S. military communications network. Previously, the marking of NOFORN (i.e., No Foreign Nationals) required the originator to specify which, if any, non-U.S. countries could receive the information. A new handling caveat, USA/AUS/CAN/GBR/NZL Five Eyes[image: External link], used primarily on intelligence messages, gives an easier way to indicate that the material can be shared with Australia, Canada, United Kingdom, and New Zealand.

The task of the division called "Verbindungsstelle 61" of the German Bundesnachrichtendienst[image: External link] is keeping contact to the CIA office in Wiesbaden[image: External link].[38] Ireland's Directorate of Military Intelligence[image: External link] liaises with the CIA, although it is not a member of the Five Eyes.[39]
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 History




Main article: History of the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link]


The Central Intelligence Agency was created on July 26, 1947, when Harry S. Truman[image: External link] signed the National Security Act[image: External link] into law. A major impetus for the creation of the CIA was the unforeseen attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link]. In addition, towards the end of World War II[image: External link] the U.S. government felt the need for a group to coordinate intelligence efforts.
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 Immediate predecessors




The success of the British Commandos[image: External link] during World War II prompted U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to authorize the creation of an intelligence service modeled after the British Secret Intelligence Service[image: External link] (MI6), and Special Operations Executive[image: External link]. This led to the creation of the Office of Strategic Services[image: External link] (OSS). On September 20, 1945, shortly after the end of World War II, Harry S. Truman signed an executive order[image: External link] dissolving the OSS, and by October 1945 its functions had been divided between the Departments of State and War. The division lasted only a few months. The first public mention of the "Central Intelligence Agency" appeared on a command-restructuring proposal presented by Jim Forrestal[image: External link] and Arthur Radford[image: External link] to the U.S. Senate[image: External link] Military Affairs Committee at the end of 1945.[40] Despite opposition from the military establishment, the United States Department of State[image: External link] and the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI),[41] Truman established the National Intelligence Authority[image: External link][42] in January 1946, which was the direct predecessor of the CIA.[43] Its operational extension was known as the Central Intelligence Group (CIG)[44]
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 National Security Act




Lawrence Houston, head counsel of the SSU, CIG, and, later CIA, was principal draftsman of the National Security Act of 1947[image: External link],[45][46] which dissolved the NIA and the CIG, and established both the National Security Council[image: External link] and the Central Intelligence Agency.[44][47] In 1949 Houston helped to draft the Central Intelligence Agency Act[image: External link] (Public law[image: External link] 81-110), which authorized the agency to use confidential fiscal and administrative procedures, and exempted it from most limitations on the use of Federal funds. It also exempted the CIA from having to disclose its "organization, functions, officials, titles, salaries, or numbers of personnel employed." It created the program "PL-110" to handle defectors and other "essential aliens" who fell outside normal immigration procedures.[48][49]
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 Intelligence vs. action




At the outset of the Korean War[image: External link] the CIA still only had a few thousand employees, a thousand of whom worked in analysis. Intelligence primarily came from the Office of Reports and Estimates, which drew its reports from a daily take of State Department telegrams, military dispatches, and other public documents. The CIA still lacked its own intelligence gathering abilities.[50] On August 21, 1950, shortly after the invasion[image: External link] of South Korea[image: External link], Truman announced Walter Bedell Smith[image: External link] as the new Director of the CIA to correct what was seen as a grave failure of Intelligence.[clarification needed[image: External link]][50]

The CIA had different demands placed on it by the different bodies overseeing it. Truman wanted a centralized group to organize the information that reached him,[51][52] the Department of Defense wanted military intelligence and covert action, and the State Department wanted to create global political change favorable to the US. Thus the two areas of responsibility for the CIA were covert action and covert intelligence. One of the main targets for intelligence gathering was the Soviet Union[image: External link], which had also been a priority of the CIA's predecessors.[51][52][53]

United States Air Force general Hoyt Vandenberg[image: External link], the CIG's second director, created the Office of Special Operations (OSO), as well as the Office of Reports and Estimates (ORE).[52] Initially the OSO was tasked with spying and subversion overseas with a budget of $15 million, the largesse of a small number of patrons in congress. Vandenberg's goals were much like the ones set out by his predecessor; finding out "everything about the Soviet forces in Eastern and Central Europe - their movements, their capabilities, and their intentions."[54]

On June 18, 1948, the National Security Council issued Directive 10/2[55] calling for covert action against the USSR,[56] and granting the authority to carry out covert operations against "hostile foreign states or groups" that could, if needed, be denied by the U.S. government. To this end, the Office of Policy Coordination was created inside the new CIA. The OPC was quite unique; Frank Wisner[image: External link], the head of the OPC, answered not to the CIA Director[image: External link], but to the secretaries of defense, state, and the NSC, and the OPC's actions were a secret even from the head of the CIA. Most CIA stations had two station chiefs, one working for the OSO, and one working for the OPC.[57]

The early track record of the CIA was poor, with the agency unable to provide sufficient intelligence about the Soviet takeovers of Romania and Czechoslovakia[image: External link], the Soviet blockade of Berlin[image: External link], and the Soviet atomic bomb project[image: External link]. In particular, the agency failed to predict the Chinese entry into the Korean War[image: External link] with 300,000 troops.[58][59] The famous double agent Kim Philby[image: External link] was the British liaison to American Central Intelligence. Through him the CIA coordinated hundreds of airdrops inside the iron curtain, all compromised by Philby. Arlington Hall[image: External link], the nerve center of CIA cryptanalysisl was compromised by Bill Weisband[image: External link], a Russian translator and Soviet spy.[60]

However, the CIA was successful in influencing the 1948 Italian election[image: External link] in favor of the Christian Democrats[image: External link].[61][62] The $200 million Exchange Stabilization Fund[image: External link], earmarked for the reconstruction of Europe, was used to pay wealthy Americans of Italian heritage. Cash was then distributed to Catholic Action[image: External link], the Vatican's[image: External link] political arm, and directly to Italian politicians. This tactic of using its large fund to purchase elections was frequently repeated in the subsequent years.[63]
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 Korean War




At the beginning of the Korean War, CIA officer Hans Tofte claimed to have turned a thousand North Korean expatriates into a guerrilla force tasked with infiltration, guerrilla warfare, and pilot rescue.[64] In 1952 the CIA sent 1,500 more expatriate agents north. Seoul[image: External link] station chief Albert Haney would openly celebrate the capabilities of those agents, and the information they sent.[64] In September 1952 Haney was replaced by John Limond Hart, a Europe veteran with a vivid memory for bitter experiences of misinformation.[64] Hart was suspicious of the parade of successes reported by Tofte and Haney and launched an investigation which determined that the entirety of the information supplied by the Korean sources was false or misleading.[65] After the war, internal reviews by the CIA would corroborate Hart's findings. The CIA's Seoul station had 200 officers, but not a single speaker of Korean.[65] Hart reported to Washington that Seoul station was hopeless, and could not be salvaged. Loftus Becker, Deputy Director of Intelligence, was sent personally to tell Hart that the CIA had to keep the station open to save face. Becker returned to Washington, pronounced the situation to be "hopeless", and that, after touring the CIA's Far East operations, the CIA's ability to gather intelligence in the far east was "almost negligible".[65] He then resigned. Air Force Colonel James Kallis stated that CIA director Allen Dulles[image: External link] continued to praise the CIA's Korean force, despite knowing that they were under enemy control.[66] When China entered the war in 1950, the CIA attempted a number of subversive operations in the country, all of which failed due to the presence of double agents. Millions of dollars were spent in these efforts.[67] These included a team of young CIA officers airdropped into to China who were ambushed, and CIA funds being used to set up a global heroin empire in Burma's Golden Triangle[image: External link] following a betrayal by another double agent.[67]
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 1953 Iranian coup d'état




Main article: 1953 Iranian coup d'état[image: External link]


In 1951, Mohammad Mosaddegh[image: External link], a member of the National Front[image: External link], was elected Iranian prime-minister.[68] As prime minister, he nationalized the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company[image: External link] which his predecessor had supported. The nationalization of the British funded Iranian oil industry, including the largest oil refinery in the world, was disastrous for Mossadeq. A British naval embargo shuttered the British oil facilities, which Iran had no skilled workers to operate. In '52 Mosaddegh resisted the royal refusal to approve his Minister of War, and resigned in protest. The National Front took to the streets in protest. Fearing a loss of control, the military pulled its troops back five days later, and the Shah gave in to Mosaddegh's demands. Mosaddegh quickly replaced military leaders loyal to the Shah with those loyal to him, giving him personal control over the military. Given six months of emergency powers, Mosaddegh unilaterally passed legislation. When that six months expired, his powers were extended for another year. In 1953 Mossadeq dismissed parliament[image: External link] and assumed dictatorial powers. This power grab triggered the Shah to exercise his constitutional right to dismiss Mosaddegh. Mosaddegh launched a military coup[image: External link] as the Shah fled the country. As was typical of CIA operations, CIA interventions were preceded by radio announcements on July 7, 1953, made by the CIA's intended victim by way of operational leaks.[69] On August 19, a CIA paid mob led by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini[image: External link] would spark what a US embassy officer called "an almost spontaneous revolution"[70] but Mosaddegh was protected by his new inner military circle, and the CIA had been unable to gain influence within the Iranian military. Their chosen man, former general Fazlollah Zahedi[image: External link], had no troops to call on.[69] General McClure, commander of the American military assistance advisory group, would get his second star buying the loyalty of the Iranian officers he was training. An attack on his house would force Mossadegh to flee. He surrendered the next day, and his coup came to an end.[71] The end result would be a 60/40 oil profit split in favor of Iran (possibly similar to agreements with Saudi Arabia and Venezuela).[68] [clarification needed[image: External link]]
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 1954 Guatemalan coup d'état




Main article: 1954 Guatemalan coup d'état[image: External link]


The return of the Shah to power, and the impression, cultivated by Allen Dulles[image: External link], that an effective CIA had been able to guide that nation to friendly and stable relations with the west triggered planning for Operation PBSUCCESS, a plan to overthrow Guatemalan[image: External link] President Jacobo Arbenz[image: External link].[72] The plan was exposed in major newspapers before it happened after a CIA agent left plans for the coup in his Guatemala City[image: External link] hotel room.[73]

The Guatemalan Revolution[image: External link] of 1944-54 overthrew the U.S. backed dictator Jorge Ubico[image: External link] and brought a democratically elected government to power. The government began an ambitious agrarian reform[image: External link] program attempting to grant land to millions of landless peasants. This program threatened the land holdings of the United Fruit Company[image: External link], who lobbied for a coup by portraying these reforms as communist.[74][75][76][77]

On June 18, 1954, Carlos Castillo Armas[image: External link] led 480 CIA-trained men across the border from Honduras into Guatemala. The weapons had also come from the CIA.[78] The CIA also mounted a psychological campaign to convince the Guatemalan people and government that Armas' victory was a fait accompli, the largest part of which was a radio broadcast entitled "The Voice of Liberation" which announced that Guatemalan exiles led by Castillo Armas were shortly about to liberate the country.[78] On June 25, a CIA plane bombed Guatemala City, destroying the government's main oil reserves. Árbenz ordered the army to distribute weapons to local peasants and workers.[79] The army refused, forcing Jacobo Árbenz's resignation on June 27, 1954. Árbenz handed over power to Colonel Carlos Enrique Diaz[image: External link].[79] The CIA then orchestrated a series of power transfers that ended with the confirmation of Castillo Armas as president in July 1954.[79] Armas was the first in a series of military dictators that would rule the country, triggering the brutal Guatemalan Civil War[image: External link] in which some 200,000 people were killed, mostly by the U.S.-backed military.[74][80][81][82][83][84]
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 Syria




In 1949, Colonel Adib Shishakli[image: External link] rose to power in Syria in a CIA-backed coup. Four years later, he would be overthrown by the military, Ba'athists[image: External link], and communists. The CIA and MI6 started funding right wing members of the military, but suffered a large setback in the aftermath of the Suez Crisis[image: External link]. CIA Agent Rocky Stone, who had played a minor role in the Iranian Revolution, was working at the Damascus[image: External link] embassy as a diplomat, but was actually the station chief. Syrian officers on the CIA dole quickly appeared on television stating that they had received money from "corrupt and sinister Americans" "in an attempt to overthrow the legitimate government of Syria."[85] Syrian forces surrounded the embassy and rousted Agent Stone, who confessed and subsequently made history as the first American diplomat expelled from an Arab nation. This strengthened ties between Syria and Egypt, helping establish the United Arab Republic[image: External link], and poisoning the well for the US for the foreseeable future.[85]
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 Indonesia




The charismatic leader of Indonesia[image: External link] was President Sukarno[image: External link]. His declaration of neutrality in the Cold War put the suspicions of the CIA on him. After Sukarno hosted Bandung Conference[image: External link], promoting the Non-Aligned Movement[image: External link], the Eisenhower White House responded with NSC 5518 authorizing "all feasible covert means" to move Indonesia into the Western sphere.[86]

The US had no clear policy on Indonesia. Ike sent his special assistant for security operations, F. M. Dearborn Jr., to Jakarta. His report that there was great instability, and that the US lacked stable allies, reinforced the domino theory. Indonesia suffered from what he described as "subversion by democracy".[87] The CIA decided to attempt another military coup in Indonesia, where the Indonesian military was trained by the US, had a strong professional relationship with the US military, had a pro-American officer corps that strongly supported their government, and a strong belief in civilian control of the military, instilled partly by its close association with the US military.[88]

On September 25, 1957, Eisenhower ordered the CIA to start a revolution in Indonesia with the goal of regime change. Three days later, Blitz, a Soviet-controlled weekly in India,[89] reported that the US was plotting to overthrow Sukarno. The story was picked up by the media in Indonesia. One of the first parts of the operation was an 11,500 ton US navy ship[image: External link] landing at Sumatra[image: External link], delivering weapons for as many as 8,000 potential revolutionaries.[90][not in citation given[image: External link]]

The CIA described Agent Al Pope's bombing and strafing of Indonesia in a CIA B-26[image: External link] to the President as attacks by "dissident planes". Pope's B-26 was shot down over Ambon, Indonesia on May 18, 1958, and he bailed out. When he was captured, the Indonesian military found his personnel records, after action reports, and his membership card for the officer's club at Clark Field[image: External link]. On March 9, Foster Dulles[image: External link], the Secretary of State, and brother of DI Allen Dulles[image: External link], made a public statement calling for a revolt against communist despotism under Sukarno. Three days later, the CIA reported to the White House that the Indonesian Army's actions against CIA-instigated revolution was suppressing communism.[91]

After Indonesia, Eisenhower displayed mistrust of both the CIA and its Director, Allen Dulles. Dulles too displayed mistrust of the CIA itself. Abbot Smith, a CIA analyst who later became chief of the Office of National Estimates, said, "We had constructed for ourselves a picture of the USSR, and whatever happened had to be made to fit into this picture. Intelligence estimators can hardly commit a more abominable sin." Something reflected in the intelligence failure in Indonesia. On December 16, Eisenhower received a report from his intelligence board of consultants that said the agency was "incapable of making objective appraisals of its own intelligence information as well as its own operations."[92]
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 Congo




In the election of Patrice Lumumba[image: External link], and his acceptance of Soviet support the CIA saw another possible Cuba. This view swayed the White House. Ike ordered that Lumumba be "eliminated". The CIA delivered a quarter of a million dollars to Joseph Mobutu[image: External link], their favored Congolese political figure. Mobutu delivered Lumumba to the Belgians, the former colonial masters of Congo, who executed him in short order.[93]
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 Gary Powers U-2 shootdown




Main article: 1960 U-2 incident[image: External link]


After the Bomber Gap came the Missile Gap[image: External link]. Eisenhower wanted to use the U-2[image: External link] to disprove the Missile Gap, but he had banned U-2 overflights of the USSR after meeting Secretary Khrushchev[image: External link] at Camp David[image: External link]. Another reason the President objected to the use of the U-2 was that, in the nuclear age, the intelligence he needed most was on their intentions, without which, the US would face a paralysis of intelligence. He was particularly worried that U-2 flights could be seen as preparations for first strike attacks. He had high hopes for an upcoming meeting with Khrushchev in Paris. Eisenhower finally gave into CIA pressure to authorize a 16-day window for flights, which was extended an additional six days because of poor weather. On May 1, 1960, the USSR shot down a U-2 flying over the Soviet territory. To Eisenhower, the ensuing coverup destroyed his perceived honesty, and his hope of leaving a legacy of thawing relations with Khrushchev. It would also mark the beginning of a long downward slide in the credibility of the Office of the President of the United States. Eisenhower later said that the U-2 coverup was the greatest regret of his Presidency.[94]:160
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 Dominican Republic




The human rights abuses of Generalissimo Rafael Trujillo[image: External link] had a history of more than 3 decades, but in August 1960 the United States severed diplomatic relations. The CIA's Special group had decided to arm Dominicans in hopes of an assassination. The CIA had dispersed three rifles, and three .38 revolvers, but things paused as Kennedy assumed office. An order approved by Kennedy resulted in the dispersal of four machine guns. Trujillo died from gunshot wounds two weeks later. In the aftermath, Robert Kennedy wrote that the CIA had succeeded where it had failed many times in the past, but in the face of that success, it was caught flatfooted, having failed to plan what to do next.[95]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bay of Pigs




Main article: Bay of Pigs invasion[image: External link]


The CIA welcomed Fidel Castro[image: External link] on his visit to DC, and gave him a face to face briefing. The CIA hoped that Castro would bring about a friendly democratic government, and planned to curry his favor with money and guns. On December 11, 1959, a memo reached the DI's desk recommending Castro's "elimination". Dulles replaced the word "elimination" with "removal", and set the wheels in motion. By mid August 1960, Dick Bissell would seek, with the blessing of the CIA, to hire the Mafia[image: External link] to assassinate Castro.[96]

The Bay of Pigs Invasion[image: External link] was a failed military invasion of Cuba undertaken by the CIA-sponsored paramilitary group Brigade 2506[image: External link] on April 17, 1961. A counter-revolutionary military, trained and funded by the CIA, Brigade 2506 fronted the armed wing of the Democratic Revolutionary Front[image: External link] (DRF) and intended to overthrow the increasingly communist government[image: External link] of Fidel Castro[image: External link]. Launched from Guatemala[image: External link], the invading force was defeated within three days by the Cuban Revolutionary Armed Forces[image: External link], under the direct command of Prime Minister Fidel Castro. US President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] was concerned at the direction Castro's government was taking, and in March 1960, Eisenhower allocated $13.1 million to the CIA to plan Castro's overthrow. The CIA proceeded to organize the operation with the aid of various Cuban counter-revolutionary forces, training Brigade 2506 in Guatemala. Over 1,400 paramilitaries set out for Cuba by boat on April 13. Two days later on April 15, eight CIA-supplied B-26[image: External link] bombers attacked Cuban air fields. On the night of April 16, the main invasion landed in the Bay of Pigs[image: External link], but by April 20, the invaders finally surrendered. The failed invasion strengthened the position of Castro's leadership as well as his ties with the USSR. This led eventually to the events of the Cuban Missile Crisis[image: External link] of 1962. The invasion was a major embarrassment for US foreign policy[image: External link]. US President John F. Kennedy[image: External link] ordered a number of internal investigations across Latin America[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Taylor Board was commissioned to determine what went wrong in Cuba. The Board came to the same conclusion that the Jan '61 President's Board of Consultants on Foreign Intelligence Activities had concluded, and many other reviews prior, and to come, that Covert Action had to be completely isolated from intelligence and analysis. The Inspector General of the CIA[image: External link] investigated the Bay of Pigs. His conclusion was that there was a need to drastically improve the organization and management of the CIA. The Special Group (Later renamed the 303 committee) was convened in an oversight role.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Early Cold War, 1953–1966




The CIA was involved in anti-Communist activities in Burma, Guatemala, and Laos.[97] There have been suggestions that the Soviet attempt to put missiles into Cuba came, indirectly, when they realized how badly they had been compromised by a U.S.-UK defector in place, Oleg Penkovsky[image: External link].[98] One of the biggest operations ever undertaken by the CIA was directed at Zaïre[image: External link] in support of general-turned-dictator Mobutu Sese Seko[image: External link].[99]
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 Indochina, Tibet and the Vietnam War (1954–1975)




See also: CIA Tibetan program[image: External link], Vietnam War[image: External link], Phoenix Program[image: External link], Operation Barrel Roll[image: External link], and Laotian Civil War[image: External link]


The OSS Patti mission arrived in Vietnam near the end of World War II, and had significant interaction with the leaders of many Vietnamese factions, including Ho Chi Minh[image: External link].[100]

The CIA Tibetan program[image: External link] consists of political plots, propaganda[image: External link] distribution, as well as paramilitary and intelligence gathering based on U.S. commitments made to the Dalai Lama[image: External link] in 1951 and 1956.[101]

During the period of U.S. combat involvement in the Vietnam War, there was considerable argument about progress among the Department of Defense under Robert McNamara[image: External link], the CIA, and, to some extent, the intelligence staff of Military Assistance Command Vietnam[image: External link].[102]

Sometime between 1959 and 1961 the CIA started Project Tiger, a program of dropping South Vietnamese agents into North Vietnam to gather intelligence. These were failures; the Deputy Chief for Project Tiger, Captain Do Van Tien, admitted that he was an agent for Hanoi.[103]
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 Johnson




In the face of the failure of Project Tiger, the Pentagon wanted CIA paramilitary forces to participate in their Op Plan 64A, this resulted in the CIA's foreign paramilitaries being put under the command of the DOD, a move seen as a slippery slope inside the CIA, a slide from covert action towards militarization.[104]

A CIA analyst's assessment of Vietnam was that the US was "becoming progressively divorced from reality... [and] proceeding with far more courage than wisdom".[105]
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 Nixon




In 1971, the NSA and CIA were engaged in domestic spying. The DOD was eavesdropping on Kissinger[image: External link]. The White House, and Camp David were wired for sound. Nixon and Kissinger were eavesdropping on their aides, as well as reporters. Famously, Nixon's Plumbers[image: External link] had in their number many former CIA agents, including Howard Hunt[image: External link], Jim McCord[image: External link], and Eugenio Martinez[image: External link]. On July 7, 1971, John Ehrlichman[image: External link], Nixon's domestic policy chief, told DCI Cushman, Nixon's hatchet-man in the CIA, to let Cushman "know that [Hunt] was in fact doing some things for the President... you should consider he has pretty much carte blanche"[106] Importantly, this included a camera, disguises, a voice altering device, and ID papers furnished by the CIA, as well as the CIA's participation developing film from the burglary Hunt staged on the office of Pentagon Papers[image: External link] leaker Daniel Ellsberg[image: External link]'s psychologist.[citation needed[image: External link]]

On June 17, Nixon's Plumbers were caught burglarizing the DNC offices in the Watergate. On June 23, DI Helms was ordered by the White House to wave the FBI off using national security as a pretext. The new DCI, Walters, another Nixon hack, called the acting director of the FBI and told him to drop the investigation as ordered.[107] On June 26, Nixon's counsel John Dean[image: External link] ordered DCI Walters to pay the plumbers untraceable hush money. The CIA was the only part of the government that had the power to make off the book payments, but it could only be done on the orders of the CI, or, if he was out of the country, the DCI. The Acting Director of the FBI started breaking ranks. He demanded the CIA produce a signed document attesting to the national security threat of the investigation. Jim McCord's lawyer contacted the CIA informing them that McCord had been offered a Presidential pardon if he fingered the CIA, testifying that the break-in had been an operation of the CIA. Nixon had long been frustrated by what he saw as a liberal infection inside the CIA, and had been trying for years to tear the CIA out by its roots. McCord wrote "If [DI] Helms goes (takes the fall) and the Watergate operation is laid at the CIA's feet, where it does not belong, every tree in the forest will fall. It will be a scorched desert."[108]

On November 13, after Nixon's landslide re-election, Nixon told Kissinger "[I intend] to ruin the Foreign Service. I mean ruin it - the old Foreign Service - and to build a new one." He had similar designs for the CIA, and intended to replace Helms with James Schlesinger[image: External link].[108] Nixon had told Helms that he was on the way out, and promised that Helms could stay on until his 60th birthday, the mandatory retirement age. On February 2, Nixon broke that promise, carrying through with his intention to "remove the deadwood" from the CIA. "Get rid of the clowns" was his order to the incoming CI. Kissinger had been running the CIA since the beginning of Nixon's presidency, but Nixon impressed on Schlesinger that he must appear to congress to be in charge, averting their suspicion of Kissinger's involvement.[109] Nixon also hoped that Schlesinger could push through broader changes in the intelligence community that he had been working towards for years, the creation of a Director of National Intelligence, and spinning off the covert action part of the CIA into a separate organ. Before Helms would leave office, he would destroy every tape he had secretly made of meetings in his office, and many of the papers on Project MKUltra[image: External link]. In Schlesinger's 17-week tenure, he would fire more than 1,500 employees. As Watergate threw the spotlight on the CIA, Schlesinger, who had been kept in the dark about the CIA's involvement, decided he needed to know what skeletons were in the closet. He issued a memo to every CIA employee directing them to disclose to him any CIA activity they knew of past or present that could fall outside the scope of the CIA's charter.[citation needed[image: External link]]

This became the Family Jewels[image: External link]. It included information linking the CIA to the assassination of foreign leaders, the illegal surveillance of some 7,000 U.S. citizens involved in the antiwar movement (Operation CHAOS[image: External link]), the CIA had also experimented on U.S. and Canadian citizens without their knowledge[image: External link], secretly giving them LSD[image: External link] (among other things) and observing the results.[110] This prompted Congress to create the Church Committee[image: External link] in the Senate, and the Pike Committee[image: External link] in the House. President Gerald Ford[image: External link] created the Rockefeller Commission[image: External link],[110] and issued an executive order prohibiting the assassination of foreign leaders. DCI Colby leaked the papers to the press, later he stated that he believed that providing Congress with this information was the correct thing to do, and ultimately in the CIA's own interests.[111]
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 Congressional Investigations




Acting Attorney General Laurence Silberman[image: External link] learned of the existence of the family jewels, he issued a subpoena for them, prompting eight congressional investigations on the domestic spying activities of the CIA. Bill Colby[image: External link]'s short tenure as DCI would end with the Halloween Massacre[image: External link]. His replacement was George H.W. Bush[image: External link]. At the time, the DOD had control of 80% of the intelligence budget.[112] Communication and coordination between the CIA and the DOD would suffer greatly under Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. The CIA's budget for hiring clandestine officers had been squeezed out by the paramilitary operations in south-east Asia, and hiring was further strained by the government's poor popularity. This left the Agency bloated with middle management, and anemic in younger officers. With employee training taking five years, the Agency's only hope would be on the trickle of new officers coming to fruition years in the future. The CIA would see another setback as communists would take Angola. William J. Casey[image: External link], a member of Ford's Intelligence Advisory Board, would press Bush to allow a team from outside the CIA to produce Soviet military estimates as a "Team B". Bush gave the OK. The "B" team was composed of hawks. Their estimates were the highest that could be justified, and they painted a picture of a growing Soviet military when the Soviet military was actually shrinking. Many of their reports found their way to the press. As a result of the investigations, Congressional oversight of the CIA eventually evolved into a select intelligence committee in the House, and Senate supervising covert actions authorized by the President.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Chad




Chad's neighbor Libya was a major source of weaponry to communist rebel forces. The CIA seized the opportunity to arm and finance Chad's Prime Minister, Hissène Habré[image: External link] after he created a breakaway government in Western Sudan,[113] even giving him Stinger[image: External link] missiles.[114]
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 Afghanistan




See also: CIA activities in Afghanistan[image: External link] and Operation Cyclone[image: External link]


Further information: Allegations of CIA assistance to Osama bin Laden[image: External link]


In Afghanistan, the CIA funneled $40 billion worth of weapons,[115] which included over two thousand FIM-92 Stinger[image: External link] surface-to-air missiles[image: External link],[116] to Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence[image: External link] (ISI), which funneled them to almost 100,000 Afghan resistance fighters, notably the Mujahideen[image: External link], and foreign "Afghan Arabs[image: External link]" from forty Muslim countries.[117][118]
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 Iran/Contra




Under President Carter, the CIA was conducting covertly funding pro-American opposition against the Sandinista[image: External link]. In March 1981, Reagan told Congress that the CIA would protect El Salvador[image: External link] by preventing the shipment of Nicaraguan arms into the country to arm Communist rebels. This was a ruse. The CIA was actually arming and training Nicaraguans Contras[image: External link] in Honduras in hopes that they could depose the Sandinistas in Nicaragua[image: External link].[119] Through William J. Casey[image: External link]'s tenure as DI little of what he said in the National Security Planning Group, or to President Reagan was supported by the intelligence branch of the CIA, so Casey formed the Central American Task Force, staffed with yes men from Covert Action.[119] On December 21, 1982, Congress passed a law restricting the CIA to its stated mission, restricting the flow of arms from Nicaragua to El Salvador, prohibiting the use of funds to oust the Sandinistas. Reagan testified before Congress, assuring them that the CIA was not trying to topple the Nicaraguan government.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Lebanon




The CIA's prime source in Lebanon was Bashir Gemayel[image: External link], a member of the Christian Maronite sect. The CIA was blinded by the uprising against the Maronite minority. Israel invaded Lebanon, and, along with the CIA, propped up Gemayel. This got Gemayel's assurance that Americans would be protected in Lebanon. 13 days later he was assassinated. Imad Mughniyah[image: External link], a Hezbollah[image: External link] assassin would target Americans in retaliation for the Israeli invasion, the Sabra and Shatila massacre[image: External link], and the US Marines of the Multi-National Force for their role in opposing the PLO in Lebanon. On April 18, 1983, a 2,000 lb car bomb exploded in the lobby of the American embassy in Beirut[image: External link], killing 63 people including 17 Americans, and 7 CIA officers, including Robert Ames[image: External link], one of the CIA's best Middle East experts. America's fortunes in Lebanon would only suffer more as America's poorly-directed retaliation for the bombing was interpreted by many as support for the Christian Maronite minority. On October 23, 1983, two bombs (1983 Beirut Bombing[image: External link]) were set off in Beirut, including a 10 ton bomb at a US military barracks that killed 242 people. Both attacks are believed to have been planned by Iran by way of Mughniyah.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Embassy bombing had taken the life of the CIA's Beirut Station Chief, Ken Haas. Bill Buckley[image: External link] was sent in to replace him. Eighteen days after the US Marines left Lebanon, Buckley was kidnapped. On March 7, 1984, Jeremy Levin, CNN Bureau Chief in Beirut was kidnapped. Twelve more Americans would be kidnapped in Beirut during the Reagan Administration. Manucher Ghorbanifar, a former Savak[image: External link] agent was an information seller, and the subject of a rare CIA burn notice for his track record of misinformation. He reached out to the Agency offering a back channel to Iran, suggesting a trade of missiles that would be lucrative to the intermediaries.[120]
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 Poland 1980–89




See also: Poland–United States relations[image: External link]


Unlike the Carter Administration, the Reagan Administration supported the Solidarity[image: External link] movement in Poland[image: External link], and—based on CIA intelligence—waged a public relations campaign to deter what the Carter administration felt was "an imminent move by large Soviet military forces into Poland." Colonel Ryszard Kukliński, a senior officer on the Polish General Staff was secretly sending reports to the CIA.[121] The CIA transferred around $2 million yearly in cash to Solidarity, which suggests that $10 million total is a reasonable estimate for the 5-year total. There were no direct links between the CIA and Solidarnosc, and all money was channeled through third parties.[122] CIA officers were barred from meeting Solidarity leaders, and the CIA's contacts with Solidarnosc activists were weaker than those of the AFL-CIO[image: External link], which raised 300 thousand dollars from its members, which were used to provide material and cash directly to Soldarity, with no control of Solidarity's use of it. The U.S. Congress authorized the National Endowment for Democracy to promote democracy, and the NED allocated $10 million to Solidarity.[123] When the Polish government launched a crackdown of its own in December 1981, however, Solidarity was not alerted. Potential explanations for this vary; some believe that the CIA was caught off guard, while others suggest that American policy-makers viewed an internal crackdown as preferable to an "inevitable Soviet intervention."[124] CIA support for Solidarity included money, equipment and training, which was coordinated by Special Operations CIA division.[125] Henry Hyde[image: External link], U.S. House intelligence committee member, stated that USA provided "supplies and technical assistance in terms of clandestine newspapers, broadcasting, propaganda, money, organizational help and advice".[126] Michael Reisman from Yale Law School named operations in Poland as one of the covert actions of CIA during Cold War[image: External link].[127] Initial funds for covert actions by CIA were $2 million, but soon after authorization were increased and by 1985 CIA successfully infiltrated Poland[128] Rainer Thiel in "Nested Games of External Democracy Promotion: The United States and the Polish Liberalization 1980-1989" mentions how covert operations by CIA and spy games among others allowed USA to proceed with successful regime change.[129]
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 Operation Desert Storm




Main article: Gulf War[image: External link]


During the Iran-Iraq war, the CIA had backed both sides. The CIA had maintained a network of spies in Iran, but in 1989 a CIA mistake compromised every agent they had in there, and the CIA had no agents in Iraq. In the weeks before the Invasion of Kuwait[image: External link] the CIA downplayed the military buildup. During the war CIA estimates of Iraqi abilities and intentions flip-flopped and were rarely accurate. In one particular case, the DOD had asked the CIA to identify military targets to bomb. One target the CIA identified was an underground shelter. The CIA didn't know that it was a civilian bomb shelter. In a rare instance the CIA correctly determined that the coalition forces efforts were coming up short in their efforts to destroy SCUD missiles. Congress took away the CIA's role in interpreting spy-satellite photos, putting the CIA's satellite intelligence operations under the auspices of the military. The CIA created its office of military affairs, which operated as "second-echelon support for the pentagon... answering... questions from military men [like] 'how wide is this road?'"[130]
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 Fall of the USSR




Gorbachev's announcement of the unilateral reduction of 500,000 Soviet troops took the CIA by surprise. Moreover, Doug MacEachin, the CIA's Chief of Soviet analysis said that even if the CIA had told the President, the NSC, and Congress about the cuts beforehand, it would have been ignored. "We never would have been able to publish it."[131] All the CIA numbers on the USSR's economy were wrong. Too often the CIA relied on people inexperienced with that which they were supposed to be the expert. Bob Gates had preceded Doug MacEachin as Chief of Soviet analysis, and he had never visited Russia. Few officers, even those stationed in country spoke the language of the people they were spying on. And the CIA had no capacity to send agents to respond to developing situations. The CIA analysis of Russia during the entire cold war was either driven by ideology, or by politics. William J Crowe, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, noted that the CIA "talked about the Soviet Union as if they weren't reading the newspapers, much less developed clandestine intelligence."[132]
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 President Clinton




On January 25, 1993, Mir Qazi[image: External link] opened fire at the CIA headquarters[image: External link] in Langley, Virginia, killing two agents and wounding three others. On February 26, Al-Qaeda terrorists led by Ramzi Yousef[image: External link] bombed the parking garage[image: External link] below the North Tower of the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], killing six people and injured 1,402 others.

During the Bosnian War[image: External link], the CIA ignored signs within and without of the Srebrenica massacre[image: External link]. Two weeks after news reports of the slaughter, the CIA sent a U-2 to photograph it, a week later the CIA completed its report on the matter. During Operation Allied Force[image: External link], the CIA had incorrectly provided the coordinates of the Chinese Embassy as a Yugoslav military target resulting in its bombing[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In France[image: External link], the CIA had orders for economic intelligence, a female CIA agent revealed her connections to the CIA to the French. Dick Holm[image: External link], Paris[image: External link] Station Chief, was expelled. In Guatemala[image: External link], the CIA produced the Murphy Memo, based on audio recordings made by bugs planted in the bedroom of Ambassador Marilyn McAfee placed by Guatemalan intelligence. In the recording, Ambassador McAfee verbally entreated "Murphy". The CIA circulated a memo in the highest Washington circles accusing Ambassador McAfee of having an extramarital lesbian affair with her secretary, Carol Murphy. There was no affair. Ambassador McAfee was calling to Murphy, her poodle[image: External link].[133]

Harold James Nicholson[image: External link] would burn several serving officers and 3 years of trainees before he was caught spying for Russia. In 1997 the House would pen another report, which said that CIA officers know little about the language or politics of the people they spy on, the conclusion was that the CIA lacked the "depth, breadth, and expertise to monitor political, military, and economic developments worldwide."[134] Russ Travers said in the CIA in-house journal that in 5 years "intelligence failure is inevitable".[135] In 1997 the CIA's new director George Tenet[image: External link] would promise a new working agency by 2002. The CIA's surprise at India's detonation of an atom bomb was a failure at almost every level. After the 1998 embassy bombings[image: External link] by Al Qaeda[image: External link], the CIA offered two targets to be hit in retaliation[image: External link]. One of them was the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory[image: External link], where traces of chemical weapon precursors had been detected. In the aftermath it was concluded that "the decision to target al Shifa continues a tradition of operating on inadequate intelligence about Sudan." It triggered the CIA to make "substantial and sweeping changes" to prevent "a catastrophic systemic intelligence failure."[136] Between 1991 and 1998 the CIA had lost 3,000 employees.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Aldrich Ames




See also: Aldrich Ames[image: External link]


Between 1985 and 1986 the CIA lost every spy it had in Eastern Europe. The details of the investigation into the cause was obscured from the new Director, and the investigation had little success, and has been widely criticized. In June 1987, Major Florentino Aspillaga Lombard, the chief of Cuban Intelligence in Czechoslovakia drove into Vienna, and walked into the American Embassy to defect. He revealed that every single Cuban spy on the CIA payroll was a double agent, pretending to work for the CIA, but secretly still being loyal to Castro. On February 21, 1994, FBI agents pulled Aldrich Ames[image: External link] out of his Jaguar.[137] In the investigation that ensued, the CIA discovered[image: External link] that many of the sources for its most important analyses of the USSR were based on Soviet disinformation fed to the CIA by controlled agents. On top of that, it was discovered that, in some cases, the CIA suspected at the time that the sources were compromised, but the information was sent up the chain as genuine.[138][139]
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 Osama Bin Laden




Agency files show that it is believed Osama Bin Laden[image: External link] was funding the Afghan rebels against the USSR in the 1980s.[140] In 1991, Bin Laden returned to his native Saudi Arabia protesting the presence of troops, and Operation Desert Storm[image: External link]. He was expelled from the country. In 1996 the CIA created a team to hunt Bin Laden. They were trading information with the Sudanese until, on the word of a source that would later be found to be a fabricator, the CIA closed its Sudan station later that year. In 1998 Bin Laden would declare war on America, and, on August 7, strike in Tanzania and Nairobi[image: External link]. On October 12, 2000, Al Qaeda bombed the USS Cole[image: External link]. In 1947 when the CIA was founded, there were 200 agents in the Clandestine Service. In 2001, of the 17,000 employees in the CIA, there were 1,000 in the Clandestine Service. Of that 1,000 few would accept hardship postings. In the first days of George W. Bush' Presidency, Al Qaeda threats were ubiquitous in daily Presidential CIA briefings, but it may have become a case of the boy who cries wolf. The Agency's predictions were dire, but carried little weight, and the attentions of the President, and his defense staff were elsewhere. The CIA arranged the arrests of suspected Al Qaeda members through cooperation with foreign agencies, but the CIA could not definitively say what effect these arrests had had, and it could not gain hard intelligence from those captured. The President had asked the CIA if Al Qaeda could plan attacks in the US. On August 6, Bush received a daily briefing with the headline, not based on current, solid intelligence, "Al Qaeda determined to strike inside the US." The US had been hunting Bin Laden since '96 and had had several opportunities, but neither Clinton, nor Bush had wanted to risk their skin taking an active role in a murky assassination plot, and the perfect opportunity had never materialized for a trigger shy DI that would have given him the reassurances he needed to take the plunge. That day, Richard A. Clarke[image: External link] sent National Security Advisor[image: External link] Condoleezza Rice[image: External link] warning of the risks, and decrying the inaction of the CIA.[141]
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 Al-Qaeda and the "Global War on Terrorism"




Further information: CIA transnational anti-terrorism activities[image: External link], CIA transnational human rights actions[image: External link], and Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture[image: External link]


The CIA had long been dealing with terrorism originating from abroad, and in 1986 had set up a Counterterrorist Center[image: External link] to deal specifically with the problem. At first confronted with secular terrorism, the Agency found Islamist[image: External link] terrorism looming increasingly large on its scope.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In January 1996, the CIA created an experimental "virtual station," the Bin Laden Issue Station[image: External link], under the Counterterrorist Center, to track Bin Laden's developing activities. Al-Fadl, who defected to the CIA in spring 1996, began to provide the Station with a new image of the Al Qaeda leader: he was not only a terrorist financier, but a terrorist organizer, too. FBI Special Agent Dan Coleman (who together with his partner Jack Cloonan had been "seconded" to the Bin Laden Station) called him Qaeda's "Rosetta Stone[image: External link]".[142]

In 1999, CIA chief George Tenet launched a grand "Plan" to deal with al-Qaeda. The Counterterrorist Center, its new chief Cofer Black[image: External link] and the center's Bin Laden unit[image: External link] were the Plan's developers and executors. Once it was prepared Tenet assigned CIA intelligence chief Charles E. Allen[image: External link] to set up a "Qaeda cell" to oversee its tactical execution.[143] In 2000, the CIA and USAF[image: External link] jointly ran a series of flights over Afghanistan with a small remote-controlled reconnaissance drone, the Predator[image: External link]; they obtained probable photos of Bin Laden. Cofer Black and others became advocates of arming the Predator with missiles to try to assassinate Bin Laden and other al-Qaeda leaders. After the Cabinet-level Principals Committee meeting on terrorism of September 4, 2001, the CIA resumed reconnaissance flights, the drones now being weapons-capable.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	September 11 attacks and its aftermath



On September 11, 2001[image: External link], 19 Al-Qaeda members[image: External link] hijacked[image: External link] four passenger jets within the Northeastern United States[image: External link] in a series of coordinated terrorist attacks. Two planes crashed into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], the third into the Pentagon[image: External link] in Arlington County, Virginia[image: External link], and the fourth inadvertently into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. The attacks cost the lives of 2,996 people (including the 19 hijackers)[image: External link], caused the destruction of the Twin Towers[image: External link], and damaged the western side of the Pentagon. Soon after 9/11, the New York Times released a story stating that the CIA's New York field office was destroyed in the wake of the attacks. According to unnamed CIA sources, while first responders[image: External link], military personnel and volunteers[image: External link] were conducting rescue efforts at the World Trade Center site[image: External link], a special CIA team was searching the rubble for both digital and paper copies of classified documents. This was done according to well-rehearsed document recovery procedures put in place after the Iranian takeover of the United States Embassy in Tehran in 1979. While it was not confirmed whether the agency was able to retrieve the classified information, it is known that all agents present that day fled the building safely.[citation needed[image: External link]]

While the CIA insists that those who conducted the attacks on 9/11 were not aware that the agency was operating at 7 World Trade Center under the guise of another (unidentified) federal agency, this center was the headquarters for many notable criminal terrorism investigations. Though the New York field offices' main responsibilities were to monitor and recruit foreign officials stationed at the United Nations, the field office also handled the investigations of the August 1998 bombings of United States Embassies in East Africa and the October 2000 bombing of the USS Cole.[144] Despite the fact that the CIA's New York branch may have been damaged by the 9/11 attacks and they had to loan office space from the US Mission to the United Nations and other federal agencies, there was an upside for the CIA.[144] In the months immediately following 9/11, there was a huge increase in the amount of applications for CIA positions. According to CIA representatives that spoke with the New York Times, pre-9/11 the agency received approximately 500 to 600 applications a week, in the months following 9/11 the agency received that number daily.[145]

The intelligence community as a whole, and especially the CIA, were involved in presidential planning immediately after the 9/11 attacks. In his address to the nation at 8:30pm on September 11, 2001, George W. Bush mentioned the intelligence community: "The search is underway for those who are behind these evil acts, I've directed the full resource of our intelligence and law enforcement communities to find those responsible and bring them to justice."[146]

The involvement of the CIA in the newly coined "War on Terror" was further increased on September 15, 2001. During a meeting at Camp David George W. Bush agreed to adopt a plan proposed by CIA director George Tenet. This plan consisted of conducting a covert war in which CIA paramilitary officers would cooperate with anti-Taliban guerillas inside Afghanistan. They would later be joined by small special operations forces teams which would call in precision airstrikes on Taliban and Al Qaeda fighters. This plan was codified on September 16, 2001 with Bush's signature of an official Memorandum of Notification that allowed the plan to proceed.[147]

On November 25–27, 2001, Taliban prisoners revolt at the Qala Jangi prison west of Mazar-e-Sharif. Though several days of struggle occurred between the Taliban prisoners and the Northern Alliance members present, the prisoners did gain the upperhand and obtain North Alliance weapons. At some point during this period Johnny "Mike" Spann, a CIA officer sent to question the prisoners, was beaten to death. He became the first American to die in combat in the war in Afghanistan.[147]

After 9/11, the CIA came under criticism for not having done enough to prevent the attacks. Tenet rejected the criticism, citing the Agency's planning efforts especially over the preceding two years. He also considered that the CIA's efforts had put the Agency in a position to respond rapidly and effectively to the attacks, both in the "Afghan sanctuary" and in "ninety-two countries around the world".[148] The new strategy was called the "Worldwide Attack Matrix[image: External link]".

Anwar al-Awlaki[image: External link], a Yemeni-American U.S. citizen and al-Qaeda member, was killed on September 30, 2011, by an air attack carried out by the Joint Special Operations Command. After several days of surveillance of Awlaki by the Central Intelligence Agency, armed drones took off from a new, secret American base in the Arabian Peninsula, crossed into northern Yemen, and fired a number of Hellfire missiles[image: External link] at al-Awlaki's vehicle. Samir Khan[image: External link], a Pakistani-American al-Qaeda member and editor of the jihadist Inspire[image: External link] magazine, also reportedly died in the attack. The combined CIA/JSOC drone strike was the first in Yemen since 2002 – there have been others by the military's Special Operations forces – and was part of an effort by the spy agency to duplicate in Yemen the covert war which has been running in Afghanistan and Pakistan.[149][150]
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 Use of vaccination programs




The agency attracted widespread criticism after it used a doctor in Pakistan to set up a vaccination program in Abbottabad[image: External link] in 2011 to obtain DNA samples from the occupants of a compound where it was suspected bin Laden was living.[151]
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 Failures in intelligence analysis




A major criticism is failure to forestall the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. The 9/11 Commission Report[image: External link] identifies failures in the IC as a whole. One problem, for example, was the FBI failing to "connect the dots" by sharing information among its decentralized field offices.

The report concluded that former DCI George Tenet[image: External link] failed to adequately prepare the agency to deal with the danger posed by al-Qaeda[image: External link] prior to the attacks of September 11, 2001.[152] The report was finished in June 2005 and was partially released to the public in an agreement with Congress, over the objections of current DCI General Michael Hayden[image: External link]. Hayden said its publication would "consume time and attention revisiting ground that is already well plowed."[153] Tenet disagreed with the report's conclusions, citing his planning efforts vis-à-vis al-Qaeda, particularly from 1999.[154]
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 Abuses of CIA authority, 1970s–1990s




Conditions worsened in the mid-1970s, around the time of Watergate[image: External link]. A dominant feature of political life during that period were the attempts of Congress to assert oversight of the U.S. Presidency and the executive branch of the U.S. government. Revelations about past CIA activities, such as assassinations and attempted assassinations of foreign leaders[image: External link] (most notably Fidel Castro and Rafael Trujillo) and illegal domestic spying on U.S. citizens, provided the opportunities to increase Congressional oversight of U.S. intelligence operations.[110] CIA involvement in Contra cocaine trafficking[image: External link] in Nicaragua[image: External link][155][156] and complicity in the actions of the death squads[image: External link] in El Salvador[image: External link] and Honduras[image: External link] also came to light.[157][158]

Hastening the CIA's fall from grace were the burglary of the Watergate headquarters of the Democratic Party by former CIA officers, and President Richard Nixon[image: External link]'s subsequent attempt to use the CIA to impede the FBI's investigation of the burglary. In the famous "smoking gun" recording that led to President Nixon's resignation, Nixon ordered his chief of staff, H. R. Haldeman[image: External link], to tell the CIA that further investigation of Watergate would "open the whole can of worms" about the Bay of Pigs Invasion of Cuba.[159] In this way Nixon and Haldemann ensured that the CIA's No. 1 and No. 2 ranking officials, Richard Helms[image: External link] and Vernon Walters[image: External link], communicated to FBI Director L. Patrick Gray[image: External link] that the FBI should not follow the money trail from the burglars to the Committee to Re-elect the President[image: External link], as it would uncover CIA informants in Mexico. The FBI initially agreed to this due to a long-standing agreement between the FBI and CIA not to uncover each other's sources of information, though within a couple of weeks the FBI demanded this request in writing, and when no such formal request came, the FBI resumed its investigation into the money trail. Nonetheless, when the smoking gun tapes were made public, damage to the public's perception of CIA's top officials, and thus to the CIA as a whole, could not be avoided.[160]

Repercussions from the Iran-Contra affair[image: External link] arms smuggling scandal included the creation of the Intelligence Authorization Act[image: External link] in 1991. It defined covert operations as secret missions in geopolitical areas where the U.S. is neither openly nor apparently engaged. This also required an authorizing chain of command, including an official, presidential finding report and the informing of the House and Senate Intelligence Committees, which, in emergencies, requires only "timely notification."
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 Iraq War




Main article: CIA activities in Iraq[image: External link]


Further information: Plame affair[image: External link]


72 days after the 9/11 attacks President Bush told his Secretary of Defense to update the US plan[image: External link] for an invasion of Iraq, but not to tell anyone. SecDef Rumsfeld[image: External link] asked Bush if he could bring DCI Tenet into the loop, to which Bush agreed.[161]

Feelers the CIA had put out to Iraq in the form of 8 of their best officers in Kurdish territory in Northern Iraq hit a goldmine, unprecedented in the famously closed, almost fascist Hussein government. By December 2002 the CIA had close to a dozen good networks in Iraq[161]:242 and would advance so far that they would penetrate Iraq's SSO[image: External link], and even tap the encrypted communications of the Deputy Prime Minister, even the bodyguard of Hussein's son became an agent. As time passed, the CIA would become more and more frantic about the possibility of their networks being compromised, "rolled up". To the CIA, the Invasion[image: External link] had to occur before the end of February 2003 if their sources inside Hussein's government were to survive. The rollup would happen as predicted, 37 CIA sources recognized by their Thuraya satellite telephones provided for them by the CIA.[161]:337

The case Colin Powell[image: External link] presented before the United Nations[image: External link] (purportedly proving an Iraqi WMD program) was wishful thinking. DDCI John E. McLaughlin[image: External link] was part of a long discussion in the CIA about equivocation. McLaughlin, who would make, among others, the "slam dunk" presentation to the President, "felt that they had to dare to be wrong to be clearer in their judgements".[161]:197 The Al Qaeda connection, for instance, was from a single source, extracted through torture, and was later denied. Curveball[image: External link] was a known liar, and the sole source for the mobile chemical weapons factories.[163] A postmortem of the intelligence failures in the lead up to Iraq led by former DDCI Richard Kerr would conclude that the CIA had been a casualty of the cold war, wiped out in a way "analogous to the effect of the meteor strikes on the dinosaurs."[164]

The opening days of the Invasion of Iraq would see successes and defeats for the CIA. With its Iraq networks compromised, and its strategic, and tactical information shallow, and often wrong, the intelligence side of the invasion itself would be a black eye for the Agency. The CIA would see some success with its "Scorpion" paramilitary teams composed of CIA Special Activities Division[image: External link] agents, along with friendly Iraqi partisans[image: External link]. CIA SAD officers would also help the US 10th Special Forces[image: External link].[161][165][166] The occupation of Iraq would be a low point in the history of the CIA. At the largest CIA station in the world agents would rotate through 1-3 month tours. In Iraq almost 500 transient agents would be trapped inside the Green Zone[image: External link] while Iraq Station Chiefs would rotate with only a little less frequency.[167]
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 2004, DNI takes over CIA top-level functions




The Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004[image: External link] created the office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] (DNI), who took over some of the government and intelligence community (IC)-wide functions that had previously been the CIA's. The DNI manages the United States Intelligence Community and in so doing it manages the intelligence cycle[image: External link]. Among the functions that moved to the DNI were the preparation of estimates reflecting the consolidated opinion of the 16 IC agencies, and preparation of briefings for the president. On July 30, 2008, President Bush[image: External link] issued Executive Order 13470[image: External link][168] amending Executive Order 12333[image: External link] to strengthen the role of the DNI.[169]

Previously, the Director of Central Intelligence (DCI) oversaw the Intelligence Community, serving as the president's principal intelligence advisor, additionally serving as head of the CIA. The DCI's title now is "Director of the Central Intelligence Agency" (D/CIA), serving as head of the CIA.

Currently, the CIA reports to the Director of National Intelligence. Prior to the establishment of the DNI, the CIA reported to the President, with informational briefings to congressional committees. The National Security Advisor[image: External link] is a permanent member of the National Security Council, responsible for briefing the President with pertinent information collected by all U.S. intelligence agencies, including the National Security Agency, the Drug Enforcement Administration, etc. All 16 Intelligence Community agencies are under the authority of the Director of National Intelligence.
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 Operation Neptune Spear




See also: Death of Osama bin Laden[image: External link]


On May 1, 2011, President Barack Obama announced that Osama bin Laden[image: External link] was killed earlier that day by "a small team of Americans" operating in Abbottabad[image: External link], Pakistan, during a CIA operation.[170][171] The raid was executed from a CIA forward base in Afghanistan by elements of the U.S. Navy's Naval Special Warfare Development Group[image: External link] and CIA paramilitary operatives.[172]

It resulted in the acquisition of extensive intelligence on the future attack plans of al-Qaeda.[173][174][175]

The operation was a result of years of intelligence work that included the CIA's capture and interrogation of Khalid Sheik Mohammad (KSM), which led to the identity of a courier of Bin Laden's,[176][177][178] the tracking of the courier to the compound by Special Activities Division[image: External link] paramilitary operatives and the establishing of a CIA safe house to provide critical tactical intelligence for the operation.[179][180][181]
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 Syrian Civil War




Main article: CIA activities in Syria[image: External link]


Under the aegis of operation Timber Sycamore[image: External link] and other clandestine activities, CIA operatives[image: External link] and U.S. special operations troops[image: External link] have trained and armed nearly 10,000 rebel fighters at a cost of $1 billion a year.[182] The CIA has been sending weapons to anti-government rebels in Syria since at least 2012.[183] These weapons have been reportedly falling into hands of extremists, such as al-Nusra Front[image: External link] and ISIL[image: External link].[184][185][186] Around February 2017, the CIA was instructed to halt military aid to Syrian rebels (Free Syrian Army or FSA), which also included training, ammunition, guided missiles, and salaries. Sources state that the hold on aid was not related to the transitions from Obama's administration to Trump's,but rather due to issues faced by the FSA. Based on responses by rebel officials, they believe that the aid freeze is related to concerns that weapons and funds will fall into the hands of ISIL. Based on information obtained by Reuters, five FSA groups have confirmed that they received funding and military support from an source called “MOM operations room.” Several countries besides the U.S. had also contributed to the funding of the FSA. These countries include Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia.[187] On April 6, 2017, Al-Jazeera reported that funding to the FSA was partially restored. Based on information provided by two FSA sources, the new military operation room will receive its funds from the coalition “Friends of Syria”. The coalition consists of members from the U.S, Turkey, Western Europe, and Gulf states, which previously supported the military operation known as MOM.[188]
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 Reorganization




On March 6, 2015, the office of the D/CIA issued an unclassified edition a statement by the Director, titled 'Our Agency's Blueprint for the Future', as a press release for public consumption. The press release announced sweeping plans for the reorganization and reform of the CIA, which the Director believes will bring the CIA more in line with the Agency doctrine called the 'Strategic Direction'. Among the principal changes disclosed include the establishment of a new directorate, the Directorate of Digital Innovation, which is responsible for designing and crafting the digital technology to be used by the Agency, to keep the CIA always ahead of its enemies. The Directorate of Digital Innovation will also train CIA staff in the use of this technology, to prepare the CIA for the future, and it will also use the technological revolution to deal with cyber-terrorism and other perceived threats. The new directorate will be the chief cyber-espionage arm of the Agency going forward.[189]

Other changes which were announced include the formation of a Talent Development Center of Excellence, the enhancement and expansion of the CIA University and the creation of the office of the Chancellor to head the CIA University in order to consolidate and unify recruitment and training efforts. The office of the Executive Director will be empowered and expanded and the secretarial offices serving the Executive Director will be streamlined. The restructuring of the entire Agency is to be revamped according to a new model whereby governance is modelled after the structure and hierarchy of corporations, said to increase the efficiency of workflow and to greatly enable the Executive Director to manage day-to-day activity. As well, another stated intention was to establish 'Mission Centers', each one to deal with a specific geographic region of the world, which will bring the full collaboration and joint efforts of the five Directorates together under one roof. While the Directorate heads will still retain ultimate authority over their respective Directorate, the Missions Centers will be led by an Assistant Director who will work with the capabilities and talents of all five Directorates on mission specific goals for the parts of the world which they are given responsibility for.[189]

The unclassified version of the document ends with the announcement that the National Clandestine Service (NCS) will be reverting to its original Directorate name, the Directorate of Operations. The Directorate of Intelligence is also being renamed, it will now be the Directorate of Analysis.[189]
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 Drones




A new policy introduced by President Barack Obama removed the authority of the CIA to launch drone attacks and allowed these attacks only under Department of Defense[image: External link] command. This change was reversed by President Donald Trump, who authorized CIA drone strikes on suspected terrorists.[190]
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 Open Source Intelligence




Further information: Foreign Broadcast Information Service[image: External link] and Open Source Center[image: External link]


Until the 2004 reorganization of the intelligence community, one of the "services of common concern" that the CIA provided was Open Source Intelligence[image: External link] from the Foreign Broadcast Information Service[image: External link] (FBIS).[191] FBIS, which had absorbed the Joint Publication Research Service, a military organization that translated documents,[192] moved into the National Open Source Enterprise[image: External link] under the Director of National Intelligence.

During the Reagan administration[image: External link], Michael Sekora (assigned to the DIA[image: External link]), worked with agencies across the intelligence community, including the CIA, to develop and deploy a technology-based competitive strategy system called Project Socrates[image: External link]. Project Socrates was designed to utilize open source intelligence gathering almost exclusively. The technology-focused Socrates system supported such programs as the Strategic Defense Initiative[image: External link] in addition to private sector projects.[193][194]

As part of its mandate to gather intelligence, the CIA is looking increasingly online for information, and has become a major consumer of social media[image: External link]. "We're looking at YouTube, which carries some unique and honest-to-goodness intelligence," said Doug Naquin, director of the DNI Open Source Center[image: External link] (OSC) at CIA headquarters. "We're looking at chat rooms and things that didn't exist five years ago, and trying to stay ahead."[195] CIA launched a Twitter[image: External link] account in June 2014.[196]
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 Outsourcing and privatization




See also: Intelligence Outsourcing[image: External link]


Many of the duties and functions of Intelligence Community activities, not the CIA alone, are being outsourced and privatized. Mike McConnell[image: External link], former Director of National Intelligence, was about to publicize an investigation report of outsourcing by U.S. intelligence agencies, as required by Congress.[197] However, this report was then classified.[198][199] Hillhouse speculates that this report includes requirements for the CIA to report:[198][200]


	different standards for government employees and contractors;

	contractors providing similar services to government workers;

	analysis of costs of contractors vs. employees;

	an assessment of the appropriateness of outsourced activities;

	an estimate of the number of contracts and contractors;

	comparison of compensation for contractors and government employees;

	attrition analysis of government employees;

	descriptions of positions to be converted back to the employee model;

	an evaluation of accountability mechanisms;

	an evaluation of procedures for "conducting oversight of contractors to ensure identification and prosecution of criminal violations, financial waste, fraud, or other abuses committed by contractors or contract personnel"; and

	an "identification of best practices of accountability mechanisms within service contracts."



According to investigative journalist Tim Shorrock[image: External link]:


...what we have today with the intelligence business is something far more systemic: senior officials leaving their national security and counterterrorism jobs for positions where they are basically doing the same jobs they once held at the CIA, the NSA and other agencies — but for double or triple the salary, and for profit. It's a privatization of the highest order, in which our collective memory and experience in intelligence — our crown jewels of spying, so to speak — are owned by corporate America. Yet, there is essentially no government oversight of this private sector at the heart of our intelligence empire. And the lines between public and private have become so blurred as to be nonexistent.[201][202]



Congress has required an outsourcing report by March 30, 2008.[200]


The Director of National Intelligence has been granted the authority to increase the number of positions (FTEs) on elements in the Intelligence Community by up to 10% should there be a determination that activities performed by a contractor should be done by a U.S. government employee."[200]



Part of the contracting problem comes from Congressional restrictions on the number of employees in the IC. According to Hillhouse, this resulted in 70% of the de facto workforce of the CIA's National Clandestine Service being made up of contractors. "After years of contributing to the increasing reliance upon contractors, Congress is now providing a framework for the conversion of contractors into federal government employees—more or less."[200]

As with most government agencies, building equipment often is contracted. The National Reconnaissance Office (NRO), responsible for the development and operation of airborne and spaceborne sensors, long was a joint operation of the CIA and the United States Department of Defense. NRO had been significantly involved in the design of such sensors, but the NRO, then under DCI authority, contracted more of the design that had been their tradition, and to a contractor without extensive reconnaissance experience, Boeing[image: External link]. The next-generation satellite Future Imagery Architecture[image: External link] project "how does heaven look", which missed objectives after $4 billion in cost overruns, was the result of this contract.[203][204]

Some of the cost problems associated with intelligence come from one agency, or even a group within an agency, not accepting the compartmented security practices for individual projects, requiring expensive duplication.[205]
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 Controversies




See also: 1953 Iranian coup d'état[image: External link], 1954 Guatemalan coup d'état[image: External link], CIA activities in Indonesia[image: External link], and Operation Condor[image: External link]


THE CIA: a forgotten history, by William Blum[image: External link][206] and Legacy of Ashes: The History of the CIA[image: External link] by Tim Weiner[image: External link][207] have accused the CIA of various covert actions, and human rights abuses. The CIA has responded to the claims made in Weiner's book,[208] and Jeffrey T. Richelson[image: External link] of the National Security Archive has also been critical of it.[209] Intelligence expert David Wise[image: External link] faulted Weiner for portraying Allen Dulles[image: External link] as "a doddering old man" rather than the "shrewd professional spy" he knew and for refusing "to concede that the agency's leaders may have acted from patriotic motives or that the CIA ever did anything right," but concluded: "Legacy of Ashes succeeds as both journalism and history, and it is must reading for anyone interested in the CIA or American intelligence since World War II."[210] In 2017, the CIA faced heat over Wikileaks. They released a statement saying they conduct missions to aggressively collect intelligence, but denied the authenticity of the Wikileaks documents. [211]
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 Domestic wiretapping




In 1969, at the height of the antiwar movement in the US, CIA Director Helms received a message from Henry Kissinger ordering him to spy on the leaders of the groups requesting a moratorium on Vietnam. "Since 1962, three successive presidents had ordered the director of central intelligence to spy on Americans".[212]
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 Extraordinary rendition




Further information: Extraordinary rendition[image: External link], Black site[image: External link], and Rendition aircraft[image: External link]


Extraordinary rendition[image: External link] is the apprehension and extrajudicial[image: External link] transfer of a person from one country to another.[213]

The term "torture by proxy" is used by some critics to describe situations in which the CIA[214][215][216][217] and other US agencies have transferred suspected terrorists to countries known to employ torture[image: External link], whether they meant to enable torture or not. It has been claimed, though, that torture has been employed with the knowledge or acquiescence of US agencies (a transfer of anyone to anywhere for the purpose of torture is a violation of US law), although Condoleezza Rice[image: External link] (then the United States Secretary of State[image: External link]) stated that:


the United States has not transported anyone, and will not transport anyone, to a country when we believe he will be tortured. Where appropriate, the United States seeks assurances that transferred persons will not be tortured.[218]



Whilst the Obama administration has tried to distance itself from some of the harshest counterterrorism techniques, it has also said that at least some forms of renditions will continue.[219] Currently the administration continues to allow rendition only "to a country with jurisdiction over that individual (for prosecution of that individual)" when there is a diplomatic assurance "that they will not be treated inhumanely."[220][221]

The US programme has also prompted several official investigations in Europe into alleged secret detentions and unlawful inter-state transfers involving Council of Europe[image: External link] member states. A June 2006 report from the Council of Europe estimated 100 people had been kidnapped by the CIA on EU territory (with the cooperation of Council of Europe members), and rendered to other countries, often after having transited through secret detention centres ("black sites[image: External link]") used by the CIA, some located in Europe. According to the separate European Parliament report of February 2007, the CIA has conducted 1,245 flights, many of them to destinations where suspects could face torture, in violation of article 3 of the United Nations Convention Against Torture[image: External link].[222]

Following the 11 September 2001 attacks[image: External link] the United States, in particular the CIA, has been accused of rendering hundreds of people suspected by the government of being terrorists—or of aiding and abetting terrorist organisations—to third-party states such as Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, and Uzbekistan. Such "ghost detainees[image: External link]" are kept outside judicial[image: External link] oversight, often without ever entering US territory, and may or may not ultimately be devolved to the custody of the United States.[223][224]

On October 4, 2001, a secret arrangement is made in Brussels, by all members of NATO[image: External link]. Lord George Robertson[image: External link], British defence secretary and later NATO's secretary-general, will later explain NATO members agree to provide "blanket overflight clearances for the United States and other allies' aircraft for military flights related to operations against terrorism."[225]
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 Security failures




On December 30, 2009, a suicide attack occurred in the Forward Operating Base Chapman attack[image: External link] in the province of Khost[image: External link], Afghanistan. Seven CIA officers, including the chief of the base, were killed and six others seriously wounded in the attack.[226]
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 Counterintelligence failures




Perhaps the most disruptive period involving counterintelligence was James Jesus Angleton's search for a mole,[227] based on the statements of a Soviet defector, Anatoliy Golitsyn[image: External link]. A second defector, Yuri Nosenko[image: External link], challenged Golitsyn's claims, with the two calling one another Soviet double agents.[228] Many CIA officers fell under career-ending suspicion; the details of the relative truths and untruths from Nosenko and Golitsyn may never be released, or, in fact, may not be fully understood. The accusations also crossed the Atlantic to the British intelligence services, who also were damaged by molehunts.[229]

Edward Lee Howard[image: External link], David Henry Barnett[image: External link], both field operations officers sold secrets to Russia, and William Kampiles[image: External link], a low-level worker in the CIA 24-hour Operations Center. Kampiles sold the Soviets the detailed operational manual for the KH-11[image: External link] reconnaissance satellite.[230]
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 Human rights concerns




Main article: CIA transnational human rights actions[image: External link]


See also: Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture[image: External link]


The CIA has been called into question for, at times, using torture, funding and training of groups and organizations[image: External link] that would later participate in killing of civilians and other non-combatants and would try or succeed in overthrowing democratically elected governments, human experimentation, and targeted killings[image: External link] and assassinations. The CIA has also been accused of a lack of financial and whistleblower controls which has led to waste and fraud.[231]

The Institute on Medicine as a Profession and the non-profit organization Open Society Foundations reviewed public records into the medical professions alleging complicity in the abuse of prisoners suspected of terrorism who were held in U.S. custody during the years after 9/11."[232][233] The reports found that health professionals "Aided cruel and degrading interrogations; Helped devise and implement practices designed to maximize disorientation and anxiety so as to make detainees more malleable for interrogation; and Participated in the application of excruciatingly painful methods of force-feeding of mentally competent detainees carrying out hunger strikes" are not all that surprising.[232] Medical professionals were sometimes used at black sites to monitor detainee health.[234] Whether or not the physicians were compelled is an open question.

Other human rights issues that are controversial include the case of Edward Snowden.[235] [236][237] However, the significance of human right does not fall into this case regarding whether Snowden received his fair trial or not. Rather, the human rights associated with the Snowden leaks are regarding the types of document Snowden released. Snowden released a significant amount of information on the U.S. government’s surveillance program of its citizens [238][239][240][241] to the Washington Post as well as foreign news reporters.

 Particularly, “between on or about June 5, 2013, and June 9, 2013, classified information was published on the internet and in print by multiple newspapers, including The Washington Post and The Guardian. The articles and internet postings by The Washington Post and The Guardian included classified documents that were marked TOP SECRET. The Washington Post and The Guardian later revealed that SNOWDEN was the principal source for the classified information on or about June 9, 2013, in a videotaped interview with The Guardian, admitted that he was the person who illegally provided those documents to reporters. Evidence indicates that SNOWDEN had access to the classified documents in question; accessed those documents; and, subsequently, provided those documents to media outlets without authorization and in violation of U.S. law.”[235]

Furthermore, the leaks included documents at many levels of the National Security Agency (NSA) electronic surveillance activities. “The Snowden leaks have generated broad public debate over issues of security, privacy, and legality inherent in the NSA's surveillance of communications by American citizens. The records include: White House and ODNI efforts to explain, justify, and defend the programs; Correspondence between outside critics and executive branch officials; Fact sheets and white papers distributed (and sometimes later withdrawn) by the government; Key laws and court decisions (both Supreme Court and Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court); Documents on the Total Information Awareness (later Terrorist Information Awareness, or TIA) program, an earlier proposal for massive data collection Manuals on how to exploit the Internet for intelligence.” [242]
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 External investigations and document releases




Main article: Official reports by the U.S. Government on the CIA[image: External link]


Several investigations (e.g., the Church Committee, Rockefeller Commission, Pike Committee, etc.) have been conducted about the CIA, and many documents have been declassified.[243]
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 Influencing public opinion and law enforcement




See also: CIA influence on public opinion[image: External link], CIA and the media[image: External link], CIA in fiction[image: External link], Robertson Panel[image: External link], and Operation Mockingbird[image: External link]


The CIA sometimes finds itself in conflict with other parts of the government when there is disagreement over the legality of specific covert programs. There is always the risk that one part of the government may make the covert operations of another part of the government public.[244]
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 Drug trafficking




Main articles: CIA transnational anti-crime and anti-drug activities[image: External link] and Allegations of CIA drug trafficking[image: External link]


Two offices of CIA Directorate of Analysis have analytical responsibilities in this area. The Office of Transnational Issues[245] applies unique functional expertise to assess existing and emerging threats to U.S. national security and provides the most senior U.S. policymakers, military planners, and law enforcement with analysis, warning, and crisis support.

CIA Crime and Narcotics Center[246] researches information on international narcotics trafficking and organized crime for policymakers and the law enforcement community. Since CIA has no domestic police authority, it sends its analytic information to the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI), Immigration and Customs Enforcement[image: External link] (ICE) and other law enforcement organizations, such as the Drug Enforcement Administration[image: External link] (DEA) and the Office of Foreign Assets Control[image: External link] of the United States Department of the Treasury[image: External link] (OFAC).

Another part of CIA, the Directorate of Operations, collects human intelligence (HUMINT) in these areas.

Research by Dr. Alfred W. McCoy[image: External link], Gary Webb[image: External link], and others has pointed to CIA involvement in narcotics trafficking across the globe, although the CIA officially denies such allegations.[247][242] During the Cold War, when numerous soldiers participated in transport of Southeast Asian heroin to the United States by the airline Air America[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] the CIA's role in such traffic was reportedly rationalized as "recapture" of related profits to prevent possible enemy control of such assets.
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 Alleged lying to Congress




Former Speaker of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] has stated that the CIA repeatedly misled the Congress since 2001 about waterboarding[image: External link] and other torture, though Pelosi admitted to being told about the programs.[248][249] Six members of Congress have claimed that Director of the CIA Leon Panetta[image: External link] admitted that over a period of several years since 2001 the CIA deceived Congress, including affirmatively lying to Congress.[250] Some congressmen believe that these "lies" to Congress are similar to CIA lies to Congress from earlier periods.[251]
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 Covert programs hidden from Congress




On July 10, 2009, House Intelligence subcommittee Chairwoman Representative Jan Schakowsky[image: External link] (D, IL) announced the termination of an unnamed CIA covert program described as "very serious" in nature which had been kept secret from Congress for eight years.[252]

CIA Director Panetta had ordered an internal investigation to determine why Congress had not been informed about the covert program. Chairman of the House Intelligence Committee Representative Silvestre Reyes[image: External link] announced that he is considering an investigation into alleged CIA violations of the National Security Act[image: External link], which requires with limited exception that Congress be informed of covert activities. Investigations and Oversight Subcommittee Chairwoman Schakowsky indicated that she would forward a request for congressional investigation to HPSCI[image: External link] Chairman Silvestre Reyes.

As mandated by Title 50 of the United States Code[image: External link] Chapter 15, Subchapter III, when it becomes necessary to limit access to covert operations findings that could affect vital interests of the U.S., as soon as possible the President must report at a minimum to the Gang of Eight[image: External link] (the leaders of each of the two parties from both the Senate and House of Representatives, and the chairs and ranking members of both the Senate Committee and House Committee for intelligence).[253] The House is expected to support the 2010 Intelligence Authorization Bill including a provision that would require the President to inform more than 40 members of Congress about covert operations. The Obama administration threatened to veto the final version of a bill that included such a provision.[254][255] On July 16, 2008, the fiscal 2009 Intelligence Authorization Bill was approved by House majority containing stipulations that 75% of money sought for covert actions would be held until all members of the House Intelligence panel were briefed on sensitive covert actions. Under the George W. Bush administration, senior advisers to the President issued a statement indicating that if a bill containing this provision reached the President, they would recommend that he veto the bill.[256]

The program was rumored vis-à-vis leaks made by anonymous government officials on July 23, to be an assassinations program,[257][258] but this remains unconfirmed. "The whole committee was stunned....I think this is as serious as it gets," stated Anna Eshoo[image: External link], Chairman, Subcommittee on Intelligence Community Management, U.S. House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (HPSCI).

Allegations by Director Panetta indicate that details of a secret counterterrorism program were withheld from Congress under orders from former U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney[image: External link]. This prompted Senator Feinstein and Senator Patrick Leahy[image: External link], chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee to insist that no one should go outside the law.[259] "The agency hasn't discussed publicly the nature of the effort, which remains classified," said agency spokesman Paul Gimigliano.[260]

The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reported, citing former intelligence officials familiar with the matter, that the program was an attempt to carry out a 2001 presidential authorization to capture or kill al-Qaeda[image: External link] operatives.[261]
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 Intelligence Committee investigation




On July 17, 2009, the House Intelligence Committee said it was launching a formal investigation into the secret program.[262] Representative Silvestre Reyes announced the probe will look into "whether there was any past decision or direction to withhold information from the committee".

Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky[image: External link] (D, IL), Chairman of the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, who called for the investigation, stated that the investigation was intended to address CIA failures to inform Congress fully or accurately about four issues: C.I.A. involvement in the downing of a missionary plane mistaken for a narcotics flight in Peru in 2001, and two "matters that remain classified", as well as the rumored-assassinations question. In addition, the inquiry is likely to look at the Bush administration's program of eavesdropping without warrants and its detention and interrogation program.[264] U.S. Intelligence Chief Dennis Blair testified before the House Intelligence Committee on February 3, 2010, that the U.S. intelligence community is prepared to kill U.S. citizens if they threaten other Americans or the United States.[265] The American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link] has said this policy is "particularly troubling" because U.S. citizens "retain their constitutional right to due process even when abroad." The ACLU also "expressed serious concern about the lack of public information about the policy and the potential for abuse of unchecked executive power."[266]
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 Improper search of computers used by Senate investigators




In July 2014 CIA Director John O. Brennan[image: External link] had to apologize to lawmakers because five CIA employees (two lawyers and three computer specialists) had surreptitiously searched Senate Intelligence Committee files and reviewed some committee staff members' e-mail on computers that were supposed to be exclusively for congressional investigators. Brennan ordered the creation of an internal personnel board, led by former senator Evan Bayh[image: External link], to review the agency employees' conduct and determine "potential disciplinary measures."[267] However, according to some reports, Brennan didn't apologize for spying or doing anything wrong at all, even though his agency had been improperly accessing computers of the Senate Select Intelligence Committee[image: External link] (SSCI) and then, in the words of investigative reporter Dan Froomkin[image: External link], "speaking a lie". This accusation was based on the CIA Director's earlier denials of Senator Dianne Feinstein[image: External link]'s claims that the surreptitious CIA search of the SSCI computers occurred, was inappropriate, or "violated the separation of powers principles embodied in the United States Constitution, including the Speech and Debate clause[image: External link]" or other laws.[268][269][270]
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 Resignation of officials and agents who would not work for Donald Trump




In February 2017, reports emerged that key experts within the CIA were resigning because they would not work for U.S. President Donald Trump[image: External link].[271] The Middle East Eye[image: External link] reported that two agents, Americans, who operated spy-rings within ISIS had resigned, because they did not want to see the contacts who worked for them sacrificed due to incompetence and anti-Muslim prejudice from within Trump's inner circle. Edward Price[image: External link], a CIA official since 2006, stirred controversy when he published an op-ed in the Washington Post[image: External link], explaining why he surprised himself by resigning, after he perceived Trump using his visit to CIA HQ for partisan political posturing.[272][273][274][275][276][277][278]
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 WikiLeaks' disclosure of CIA's cyber tools




Main article: Vault 7[image: External link]


In March 2017, WikiLeaks has published more than 8,000 documents on the CIA. The confidential documents, codenamed Vault 7[image: External link] and dated from 2013–2016, include details on CIA's software capabilities, such as the ability to compromise cars[image: External link], smart TVs[image: External link],[279] web browsers[image: External link] (including Google Chrome[image: External link], Microsoft Edge[image: External link], Mozilla Firefox[image: External link], and Opera Software ASA[image: External link]),[280][281][282] and the operating systems of most smartphones[image: External link] (including Apple[image: External link]'s iOS[image: External link] and Google[image: External link]'s Android[image: External link]), as well as other operating systems[image: External link] such as Microsoft Windows[image: External link], macOS[image: External link], and Linux[image: External link].[283] WikiLeaks did not name the source, but said that the files had "circulated among former U.S. government hackers and contractors in an unauthorized manner, one of whom has provided WikiLeaks with portions of the archive."[279]

In a 2017 speech addressing CSIS[image: External link], CIA Director Mike Pompeo[image: External link] referred to Wikileaks[image: External link] as "a non-state hostile intelligence service often abetted by state actors like Russia". He also said: “To give them the space to crush us with misappropriated secrets is a perversion of what our great Constitution stands for. It ends now.”[284]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In fiction




Main article: CIA in fiction[image: External link]


Fictional depictions of the CIA exist in many books, films and video games. Some fiction draws, at least in parts, on actual historical events, while other works are entirely fictional. The television series Chuck[image: External link] (2007), was based solely on a man who accidentally sees secret CIA encryptions and eventually becomes an asset/liabilty, and later on an agent in the agency. Films include Charlie Wilson's War[image: External link] (2007), based on the story of U.S. Congressman Charlie Wilson[image: External link] and CIA operative Gust Avrakotos[image: External link], who supported the Afghan mujahideen[image: External link], and The Good Shepherd[image: External link] (2006), a fictional spy film produced and directed by Robert De Niro[image: External link] based loosely on the development of counter-intelligence[image: External link] in the CIA. The fictional character Jack Ryan[image: External link] in Tom Clancy[image: External link]'s books is a CIA analyst.[285] Graham Greene[image: External link]'s The Quiet American[image: External link] is about a CIA agent operating in Southeast Asia.[286] Fictional depictions of the CIA are also used in video games, such as Tom Clancy's Splinter Cell[image: External link], Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2[image: External link] and Call of Duty: Black Ops[image: External link].
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United States






"United States of America", "America", "US", "U.S.", "USA", and "U.S.A." redirect here. For the landmass encompassing North[image: External link] and South[image: External link] America, see Americas[image: External link]. For other uses, see America (disambiguation)[image: External link], US (disambiguation)[image: External link], USA (disambiguation)[image: External link], and United States (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°N 100°W[image: External link]

The United States of America /e'merIke /[image: External link] (USA), commonly known as the United States (U.S.) or America, is a constitutional[image: External link] federal republic[image: External link] composed of 50 states[image: External link], a federal district[image: External link], five major self-governing territories[image: External link], and various possessions[image: External link].[fn 6] Forty-eight of the fifty states and the federal district[image: External link] are contiguous and located in North America[image: External link] between Canada and Mexico[image: External link]. The state of Alaska[image: External link] is in the northwest corner of North America, bordered by Canada to the east and across the Bering Strait[image: External link] from Russia to the west. The state of Hawaii[image: External link] is an archipelago[image: External link] in the mid-Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. The U.S. territories[image: External link] are scattered about the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea[image: External link]. Nine time zones[image: External link] are covered. The geography[image: External link], climate[image: External link] and wildlife[image: External link] of the country are extremely diverse.[20]

At 3.8 million square miles (9.8 million km2)[11] and with over 324 million people, the United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest country by total area[image: External link],[fn 7] third-largest by land area, and the third-most populous. It is one of the world's most ethnically diverse[image: External link] and multicultural[image: External link] nations, and is home to the world's largest immigrant population[image: External link].[25] The capital is Washington, D.C.[image: External link], and the largest city is New York City[image: External link]; nine other major metropolitan areas[image: External link]—each with at least 4.5 million inhabitants and the largest having more than 13 million people—are Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link], Miami[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link], Boston[image: External link], and San Francisco[image: External link].

Paleo-Indians migrated from Asia[image: External link] to the North American mainland at least 15,000 years ago.[26] European colonization[image: External link] began in the 16th century. The United States emerged from 13 British colonies[image: External link] along the East Coast[image: External link]. Numerous disputes between Great Britain[image: External link] and the colonies following the Seven Years' War[image: External link] led to the American Revolution[image: External link], which began in 1775. On July 4, 1776, during the course of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link], the colonies[image: External link] unanimously adopted the Declaration of Independence[image: External link]. The war ended in 1783 with recognition of the independence of the United States[image: External link] by Great Britain[image: External link], representing the first successful war of independence against a European power[image: External link].[27] The current constitution[image: External link] was adopted in 1788, after the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], adopted in 1781, were felt to have provided inadequate federal powers. The first ten amendments, collectively named the Bill of Rights[image: External link], were ratified in 1791 and designed to guarantee many fundamental civil liberties[image: External link].

The United States embarked on a vigorous expansion across North America throughout the 19th century,[28] displacing Native American tribes[image: External link], acquiring new territories[image: External link], and gradually admitting new states[image: External link] until it spanned the continent by 1848.[28] During the second half of the 19th century, the American Civil War[image: External link] led to the end of legal slavery in the country[image: External link].[29][30] By the end of that century, the United States extended into the Pacific Ocean,[31] and its economy, driven in large part by the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], began to soar.[32] The Spanish–American War[image: External link] and World War I[image: External link] confirmed the country's status as a global military power. The United States emerged from World War II[image: External link] as a global superpower[image: External link], the first country to develop nuclear weapons[image: External link], the only country to use them[image: External link] in warfare, and a permanent member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link]. The end of the Cold War[image: External link] and the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1991 left the United States as the world's sole superpower[image: External link].[33] The U.S. is a founding member of the United Nations[image: External link], World Bank, International Monetary Fund[image: External link], Organization of American States[image: External link] (OAS), and other international organizations.

The United States is a highly developed country[image: External link], with the world's largest economy by nominal GDP and second-largest economy by PPP. Though its population is only 4.3% of the world total,[34] Americans hold nearly 40% of the total wealth in the world.[35] The United States ranks among the highest[image: External link] in several measures of socioeconomic performance, including average wage,[36] human development[image: External link], per capita GDP, and productivity per person.[37] While the U.S. economy[image: External link] is considered post-industrial[image: External link], characterized by the dominance of services[image: External link] and knowledge economy[image: External link], the manufacturing sector remains the second-largest in the world.[38] Accounting for approximately a quarter of global GDP[39] and a third of global military spending[image: External link],[40] the United States is the world's foremost economic and military[image: External link] power. The United States is a prominent political and cultural[image: External link] force internationally, and a leader in scientific research and technological[image: External link] innovations[image: External link].[41]
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 Etymology




See also: Naming of America[image: External link], Names for United States citizens[image: External link], and American (word)[image: External link]


In 1507, the German cartographer Martin Waldseemüller[image: External link] produced a world map on which he named the lands of the Western Hemisphere "America"[image: External link] in honor of the Italian explorer and cartographer Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link] ( Latin[image: External link]: Americus Vespucius).[42] The first documentary evidence of the phrase "United States of America" is from a letter dated January 2, 1776, written by Stephen Moylan[image: External link], Esq., George Washington[image: External link]'s aide-de-camp[image: External link] and Muster-Master General of the Continental Army[image: External link]. Addressed to Lt. Col. Joseph Reed[image: External link], Moylan expressed his wish to carry the "full and ample powers of the United States of America" to Spain to assist in the revolutionary war effort.[44][45][46]

The first known publication of the phrase "United States of America" was in an anonymous essay in The Virginia Gazette[image: External link] newspaper in Williamsburg, Virginia, on April 6, 1776.[47][48] The second draft of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], prepared by John Dickinson[image: External link] and completed by June 17, 1776, at the latest, declared "The name of this Confederation shall be the 'United States of America.'"[49] The final version of the Articles sent to the states for ratification in late 1777 contains the sentence "The Stile of this Confederacy shall be 'The United States of America'".[50] In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] wrote the phrase "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" in all capitalized letters in the headline of his "original Rough draught" of the Declaration of Independence[image: External link].[51][52] This draft of the document did not surface until June 21, 1776, and it is unclear whether it was written before or after Dickinson used the term in his June 17 draft of the Articles of Confederation.[49] In the final Fourth of July[image: External link] version of the Declaration, the title was changed to read, "The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America".[53] The preamble[image: External link] of the Constitution[image: External link] states "...establish this Constitution for the United States of America."

The short form "United States" is also standard. Other common forms are the "U.S.", the "USA", and "America". Colloquial names are the "U.S. of A." and, internationally, the "States". " Columbia[image: External link]", a name popular in poetry and songs of the late 18th century, derives its origin from Christopher Columbus[image: External link]; it appears in the name "District of Columbia[image: External link]".[54] In non-English languages, the name is frequently the translation of either the "United States" or "United States of America", and colloquially as "America". In addition, an abbreviation (e.g. USA) is sometimes used.[55]

The phrase "United States" was originally plural, a description of a collection of independent states—e.g., "the United States are"—including in the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified in 1865. The singular form—e.g., "the United States is"—became popular after the end of the American Civil War. The singular form is now standard; the plural form is retained in the idiom "these United States".[56] The difference is more significant than usage; it is a difference between a collection of states and a unit.[57]

A citizen of the United States is an " American[image: External link]". "United States", "American" and "U.S." refer to the country adjectivally ("American values", "U.S. forces"). In English, the word " American[image: External link]" rarely refers to topics or subjects not connected with the United States.[58]
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 History




Main articles: History of the United States[image: External link], Timeline of United States history[image: External link], American business history[image: External link], Economic history of the United States[image: External link], and Labor history of the United States[image: External link]
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 Indigenous and European contact




Further information: Pre-Columbian era[image: External link] and Colonial history of the United States[image: External link]


The first inhabitants of North America[image: External link] migrated from Siberia[image: External link] by way of the Bering land bridge[image: External link] and arrived at least 15,000 years ago, though increasing evidence suggests an even earlier arrival.[26] Some, such as the pre-Columbian[image: External link] Mississippian culture[image: External link], developed advanced agriculture, grand architecture, and state-level societies.[59] The first Europeans to arrive in territory of the modern United States were Spanish conquistadors[image: External link] such as Juan Ponce de León[image: External link], and made their first contacts in Florida[image: External link] in 1513. The native population declined[image: External link] for various reasons, primarily from diseases such as smallpox[image: External link] and measles[image: External link]. Violence was not a significant factor in the overall decline among Native Americans[image: External link], though conflict among themselves and with Europeans affected specific tribes and various colonial settlements.[60][61][62][63][64][65] In the Hawaiian Islands[image: External link], the earliest indigenous inhabitants arrived around 1 AD from Polynesia[image: External link]. Europeans under the British explorer Captain James Cook[image: External link] arrived in the Hawaiian Islands in 1778.

In the early days of colonization, many European settlers were subject to food shortages, disease, and attacks from Native Americans. Native Americans were also often at war with neighboring tribes and allied with Europeans in their colonial wars. At the same time, however, many natives and settlers came to depend on each other. Settlers traded for food and animal pelts, natives for guns, ammunition and other European wares.[66] Natives taught many settlers where, when and how to cultivate corn, beans and squash. European missionaries and others felt it was important to "civilize" the Native Americans and urged them to adopt European agricultural techniques and lifestyles.[67][68]
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 Settlements




Further information: European colonization of the Americas[image: External link] and Thirteen Colonies[image: External link]


After Spain sent Columbus[image: External link] on his first voyage[image: External link] to the New World[image: External link] in 1492, other explorers followed. The Spanish set up small settlements in New Mexico and Florida. France had several small settlements along the Mississippi River[image: External link]. Successful English settlement[image: External link] on the eastern coast of North America began with the Virginia Colony in 1607 at Jamestown[image: External link] and the Pilgrims'[image: External link] Plymouth Colony[image: External link] in 1620. Early experiments in communal living failed until the introduction of private farm holdings.[69] Many settlers were dissenting Christian groups[image: External link] who came seeking religious freedom[image: External link]. The continent's first elected legislative assembly, Virginia's House of Burgesses[image: External link] created in 1619, the Mayflower Compact[image: External link], signed by the Pilgrims before disembarking, and the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut[image: External link], established precedents for the pattern of representative self-government and constitutionalism that would develop throughout the American colonies.[70][71]

Most settlers in every colony were small farmers, but other industries developed within a few decades as varied as the settlements. Cash crops[image: External link] included tobacco, rice and wheat. Extraction industries grew up in furs, fishing and lumber. Manufacturers produced rum and ships, and by the late colonial period Americans were producing one-seventh of the world's iron supply.[72] Cities eventually dotted the coast to support local economies and serve as trade hubs. English colonists were supplemented by waves of Scotch-Irish[image: External link] and other groups. As coastal land grew more expensive freed indentured servants[image: External link] pushed further west.[73]

Slave cultivation of cash crops began with the Spanish in the 1500s, and was adopted by the English, but life expectancy was much higher in North America because of less disease and better food and treatment, leading to a rapid increase in the numbers of slaves.[74][75][76] Colonial society was largely divided over the religious and moral implications of slavery and colonies passed acts for and against the practice.[77][78] But by the turn of the 18th century, African slaves were replacing indentured servants for cash crop labor, especially in southern regions.[79]

With the British colonization of Georgia[image: External link] in 1732, the 13 colonies[image: External link] that would become the United States of America were established.[80] All had local governments with elections open to most free men, with a growing devotion to the ancient rights of Englishmen[image: External link] and a sense of self-government stimulating support for republicanism.[81] With extremely high birth rates, low death rates, and steady settlement, the colonial population grew rapidly. Relatively small Native American populations were eclipsed.[82] The Christian revivalist[image: External link] movement of the 1730s and 1740s known as the Great Awakening[image: External link] fueled interest in both religion and religious liberty.[83]

During the Seven Years' War[image: External link] (in America, known as the French and Indian War[image: External link]), British forces seized Canada from the French, but the francophone[image: External link] population remained politically isolated from the southern colonies. Excluding the Native Americans[image: External link], who were being conquered and displaced, the 13 British colonies had a population of over 2.1 million in 1770, about one-third that of Britain. Despite continuing new arrivals, the rate of natural increase was such that by the 1770s only a small minority of Americans had been born overseas.[84] The colonies' distance from Britain had allowed the development of self-government, but their success motivated monarchs to periodically seek to reassert royal authority.[85]
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 Independence and expansion (1776–1865)




Further information: American Revolutionary War[image: External link], United States Declaration of Independence[image: External link], American Revolution[image: External link], and Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link]


The American Revolutionary War was the first successful colonial war of independence against a European power. Americans had developed an ideology of " republicanism[image: External link]" asserting that government rested on the will of the people as expressed in their local legislatures. They demanded their rights as Englishmen[image: External link] and "no taxation without representation". The British insisted on administering the empire through Parliament, and the conflict[image: External link] escalated into war.[86]

Following the passage of the Lee Resolution[image: External link], on July 2, 1776, which was the actual vote for independence, the Second Continental Congress[image: External link] adopted the Declaration of Independence[image: External link] on July 4, which proclaimed, in a long preamble, that humanity is created equal in their unalienable rights and that those rights were not being protected by Great Britain, and declared, in the words of the resolution, that the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] were independent states and had no allegiance to the British crown in the United States. The fourth day of July is celebrated annually as Independence Day[image: External link]. In 1777, the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] established a weak government that operated until 1789.[87]

Britain recognized the independence of the United States following their defeat at Yorktown[image: External link] in 1781.[88] In the peace treaty of 1783[image: External link], American sovereignty was recognized from the Atlantic coast west to the Mississippi River. Nationalists led the Philadelphia Convention[image: External link] of 1787 in writing the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified[image: External link] in state conventions in 1788. The federal government was reorganized into three branches, on the principle of creating salutary checks and balances, in 1789. George Washington, who had led the revolutionary army to victory, was the first president[image: External link] elected under the new constitution. The Bill of Rights[image: External link], forbidding federal restriction of personal freedoms[image: External link] and guaranteeing a range of legal protections, was adopted in 1791.[89]

Although the federal government criminalized the international slave trade in 1808, after 1820, cultivation of the highly profitable cotton crop exploded in the Deep South[image: External link], and along with it, the slave population.[90][91][92] The Second Great Awakening[image: External link], especially 1800–1840, converted millions to evangelical[image: External link] Protestantism. In the North, it energized multiple social reform movements, including abolitionism[image: External link];[93] in the South, Methodists and Baptists proselytized among slave populations.[94]

Americans' eagerness to expand westward[image: External link] prompted a long series of American Indian Wars[image: External link].[95] The Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] of French-claimed territory in 1803 almost doubled the nation's area.[96] The War of 1812[image: External link], declared against Britain over various grievances and fought to a draw, strengthened U.S. nationalism.[97] A series of military incursions into Florida led Spain to cede[image: External link] it and other Gulf Coast territory in 1819.[98] Expansion was aided by steam power[image: External link], when steamboats[image: External link] began traveling along America's large water systems, which were connected by new canals[image: External link], such as the Erie[image: External link] and the I&M[image: External link]; then, even faster railroads began their stretch across the nation's land.[99]

From 1820 to 1850, Jacksonian democracy[image: External link] began a set of reforms which included wider white male suffrage; it led to the rise of the Second Party System[image: External link] of Democrats and Whigs as the dominant parties from 1828 to 1854. The Trail of Tears[image: External link] in the 1830s exemplified the Indian removal policy[image: External link] that resettled Indians into the west on Indian reservations[image: External link]. The U.S. annexed the Republic of Texas[image: External link] in 1845 during a period of expansionist Manifest destiny[image: External link].[100] The 1846 Oregon Treaty[image: External link] with Britain led to U.S. control of the present-day American Northwest[image: External link].[101] Victory in the Mexican–American War[image: External link] resulted in the 1848 Mexican Cession[image: External link] of California and much of the present-day American Southwest.[102]

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of 1848–49 spurred western migration and the creation of additional western states.[103] After the American Civil War[image: External link], new transcontinental railways[image: External link] made relocation easier for settlers, expanded internal trade and increased conflicts with Native Americans.[104] Over a half-century, the loss of the American bison[image: External link] (sometimes called "buffalo") was an existential blow to many Plains Indians[image: External link] cultures.[105] In 1869, a new Peace Policy[image: External link] sought to protect Native-Americans from abuses, avoid further war, and secure their eventual U.S. citizenship, although conflicts, including several of the largest Indian Wars, continued throughout the West into the 1900s.[106]
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 Civil War and Reconstruction Era




Further information: American Civil War[image: External link] and Reconstruction Era[image: External link]


Differences of opinion and social order[image: External link] between northern and southern states in early United States society, particularly regarding Black slavery[image: External link], ultimately led to the American Civil War.[107] Initially, states entering the Union alternated between slave and free states[image: External link], keeping a sectional balance in the Senate, while free states outstripped slave states in population and in the House of Representatives. But with additional western territory and more free-soil states, tensions between slave and free states mounted with arguments over federalism and disposition of the territories, whether and how to expand or restrict slavery.[108]

With the 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], the first president from the largely anti-slavery Republican Party[image: External link], conventions in thirteen slave states ultimately declared secession and formed the Confederate States of America[image: External link], while the federal government maintained that secession was illegal.[108] The ensuing war was at first for Union, then after 1863 as casualties mounted and Lincoln delivered his Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link], a second war aim became abolition of slavery. The war remains the deadliest military conflict in American history, resulting in the deaths of approximately 618,000 soldiers as well as many civilians.[109]

Following the Union[image: External link] victory in 1865, three amendments[image: External link] were added to the U.S. Constitution: the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] prohibited slavery, the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] provided citizenship to the nearly four million African Americans[image: External link] who had been slaves,[110] and the Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] ensured that they had the right to vote. The war and its resolution led to a substantial increase in federal power[image: External link][111] aimed at reintegrating and rebuilding the Southern states while ensuring the rights of the newly freed slaves.

Southern white conservatives, calling themselves "Redeemers" took control after the end of Reconstruction. By the 1890–1910 period Jim Crow laws[image: External link] disenfranchised[image: External link] most blacks and some poor whites. Blacks faced racial segregation[image: External link], especially in the South.[112] Racial minorities occasionally experienced vigilante violence[image: External link].[113]
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 Industrialization




Main articles: Economic history of the United States[image: External link] and Technological and industrial history of the United States[image: External link]


In the North, urbanization and an unprecedented influx of immigrants[image: External link] from Southern and Eastern Europe supplied a surplus of labor for the country's industrialization and transformed its culture.[114] National infrastructure including telegraph[image: External link] and transcontinental railroads[image: External link] spurred economic growth and greater settlement and development of the American Old West[image: External link]. The later invention of electric light[image: External link] and the telephone[image: External link] would also affect communication and urban life.[115]

The end of the Indian Wars[image: External link] further expanded acreage under mechanical cultivation, increasing surpluses for international markets.[116] Mainland expansion was completed by the purchase of Alaska[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] in 1867.[117] In 1893, pro-American elements in Hawaii overthrew[image: External link] the monarchy[image: External link] and formed the Republic of Hawaii[image: External link], which the U.S. annexed[image: External link] in 1898. Puerto Rico, Guam[image: External link], and the Philippines were ceded by Spain in the same year, following the Spanish–American War[image: External link].[118]

Rapid economic development during the late 19th and early 20th centuries fostered the rise of many prominent industrialists. Tycoons[image: External link] like Cornelius Vanderbilt[image: External link], John D. Rockefeller[image: External link], and Andrew Carnegie[image: External link] led the nation's progress in railroad[image: External link], petroleum[image: External link], and steel[image: External link] industries. Banking became a major part of the economy, with J. P. Morgan[image: External link] playing a notable role. Edison[image: External link] and Tesla[image: External link] undertook the widespread distribution of electricity to industry, homes, and for street lighting. Henry Ford[image: External link] revolutionized the automotive industry[image: External link]. The American economy boomed, becoming the world's largest, and the United States achieved great power[image: External link] status.[119] These dramatic changes were accompanied by social unrest and the rise of populist[image: External link], socialist[image: External link], and anarchist[image: External link] movements.[120] This period eventually ended with the advent of the Progressive Era[image: External link], which saw significant reforms in many societal areas, including women's suffrage[image: External link], alcohol prohibition[image: External link], regulation of consumer goods, greater antitrust measures[image: External link] to ensure competition and attention to worker conditions.[121][122][123][124]
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 World War I, Great Depression, and World War II




Further information: World War I[image: External link], Great Depression[image: External link], and World War II[image: External link]


The United States remained neutral from the outbreak of World War I[image: External link], in 1914, until 1917 when it joined the war as an "associated power", alongside the formal Allies of World War I[image: External link], helping to turn the tide against the Central Powers[image: External link]. In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] took a leading diplomatic role at the Paris Peace Conference[image: External link] and advocated strongly for the U.S. to join the League of Nations[image: External link]. However, the Senate refused to approve this, and did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link] that established the League of Nations.[125]

In 1920, the women's rights movement won passage of a constitutional amendment[image: External link] granting women's suffrage[image: External link].[126] The 1920s and 1930s saw the rise of radio[image: External link] for mass communication[image: External link] and the invention of early television[image: External link].[127] The prosperity of the Roaring Twenties[image: External link] ended with the Wall Street Crash of 1929[image: External link] and the onset of the Great Depression[image: External link]. After his election as president in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] responded with the New Deal[image: External link], which included the establishment of the Social Security[image: External link] system.[128] The Great Migration[image: External link] of millions of African Americans out of the American South began before World War I and extended through the 1960s;[129] whereas the Dust Bowl[image: External link] of the mid-1930s impoverished many farming communities and spurred a new wave of western migration.[130]

At first effectively neutral during World War II[image: External link] while Germany conquered much of continental Europe, the United States began supplying material to the Allies[image: External link] in March 1941 through the Lend-Lease[image: External link] program. On December 7, 1941, the Empire of Japan[image: External link] launched a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], prompting the United States to join the Allies against the Axis powers[image: External link].[131] During the war, the United States was referred as one of the "Four Policemen[image: External link]"[132] of Allies power who met to plan the postwar world, along with Britain, the Soviet Union and China.[133][134] Though the nation lost more than 400,000 soldiers,[135] it emerged relatively undamaged[image: External link] from the war with even greater economic and military influence.[136]

The United States played a leading role in the Bretton Woods[image: External link] and Yalta[image: External link] conferences with the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and other Allies, which signed agreements on new international financial institutions and Europe's postwar reorganization. As an Allied victory was won in Europe[image: External link], a 1945 international conference[image: External link] held in San Francisco[image: External link] produced the United Nations Charter[image: External link], which became active after the war.[137] The United States developed the first nuclear weapons[image: External link] and used them on Japan in the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link]; causing the Japanese to surrender[image: External link] on September 2, ending World War II.[138][139] Parades and celebrations followed in what is known as Victory Day[image: External link], or V-J Day.[140]
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 Cold War and civil rights era




Main articles: History of the United States (1945–64)[image: External link], History of the United States (1964–80)[image: External link], and History of the United States (1980–91)[image: External link]


Further information: Cold War[image: External link], Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], War on Poverty[image: External link], Space Race[image: External link], and Reaganomics[image: External link]


After World War II the United States and the Soviet Union[image: External link] jockeyed for power during what became known as the Cold War[image: External link], driven by an ideological divide between capitalism[image: External link] and communism[image: External link][141] and, according to the school of geopolitics[image: External link], a divide between the maritime Atlantic and the continental Eurasian camps. They dominated the military affairs of Europe[image: External link], with the U.S. and its NATO[image: External link] allies on one side and the USSR and its Warsaw Pact[image: External link] allies on the other. The U.S. developed a policy of containment[image: External link] towards the expansion of communist influence. While the U.S. and Soviet Union engaged in proxy wars[image: External link] and developed powerful nuclear arsenals, the two countries avoided direct military conflict.

The United States often opposed Third World movements that it viewed as Soviet-sponsored. American troops fought communist Chinese[image: External link] and North Korean[image: External link] forces in the Korean War[image: External link] of 1950–53.[142] The Soviet Union's 1957 launch of the first artificial satellite[image: External link] and its 1961 launch of the first manned spaceflight[image: External link] initiated a "Space Race[image: External link]" in which the United States became the first nation to land a man on the moon[image: External link] in 1969.[142] A proxy war in Southeast Asia eventually evolved into full American participation, as the Vietnam War[image: External link].

At home, the U.S. experienced sustained economic expansion[image: External link] and a rapid growth of its population[image: External link] and middle class. Construction of an Interstate Highway System[image: External link] transformed the nation's infrastructure over the following decades. Millions moved from farms and inner cities[image: External link] to large suburban[image: External link] housing developments.[143][144] In 1959 Hawaii[image: External link] became the 50th and last U.S. state added to the country.[145] The growing Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] used nonviolence[image: External link] to confront segregation and discrimination, with Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] becoming a prominent leader and figurehead. A combination of court decisions and legislation, culminating in the Civil Rights Act of 1968[image: External link], sought to end racial discrimination.[146][147][148] Meanwhile, a counterculture movement[image: External link] grew which was fueled by opposition to the Vietnam war[image: External link], black nationalism[image: External link], and the sexual revolution[image: External link].

The launch of a "War on Poverty[image: External link]" expanded entitlements and welfare spending, including the creation of Medicare[image: External link] and Medicaid[image: External link], two programs that provide health coverage to the elderly and poor, respectively, and the means-tested[image: External link] Food Stamp Program[image: External link] and Aid to Families with Dependent Children[image: External link].[149]

The 1970s and early 1980s saw the onset of stagflation[image: External link]. After his election in 1980, President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] responded to economic stagnation with free-market oriented reforms[image: External link]. Following the collapse of détente[image: External link], he abandoned "containment" and initiated the more aggressive " rollback[image: External link]" strategy towards the USSR.[150][151][152][153][154] After a surge in female labor participation over the previous decade, by 1985 the majority of women aged 16 and over were employed.[155]

The late 1980s brought a " thaw[image: External link]" in relations with the USSR, and its collapse[image: External link] in 1991 finally ended the Cold War.[156][157][158][159] This brought about unipolarity[image: External link][160] with the U.S. unchallenged as the world's dominant superpower. The concept of Pax Americana[image: External link], which had appeared in the post-World War II period, gained wide popularity as a term for the post-Cold War new world order.[image: External link]
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 Contemporary history




Main articles: History of the United States (1991–2008)[image: External link] and History of the United States (2008–present)[image: External link]


Further information: Gulf War[image: External link], September 11 attacks[image: External link], War on Terror[image: External link], 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], Affordable Care Act[image: External link], and Political positions of Donald Trump[image: External link]


After the Cold War, the conflict in the Middle East triggered a crisis in 1990, when Iraq[image: External link] under Sadaam Hussein[image: External link] invaded and attempted to annex Kuwait[image: External link], an ally of the United States. Fearing that the instability would spread to other regions, President George H.W. Bush[image: External link] launched Operation Desert Shield[image: External link], a defensive force buildup in Saudi Arabia, and Operation Desert Storm[image: External link], in a staging titled the Gulf War; waged by coalition forces[image: External link] from 34 nations, led by the United States against Iraq ending in the successful expulsion of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, restoring the former monarchy.[161]

Originating in U.S. defense networks[image: External link], the Internet[image: External link] spread to international academic networks, and then to the public in the 1990s, greatly affecting the global economy, society, and culture.[162]

Due to the dot-com boom[image: External link], stable monetary policy under Alan Greenspan[image: External link], and reduced social welfare spending[image: External link], the 1990s saw the longest economic expansion[image: External link] in modern U.S. history, ending in 2001.[163] Beginning in 1994, the U.S. entered into the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA), linking 450 million people producing $17 trillion worth of goods and services. The goal of the agreement was to eliminate trade and investment barriers among the U.S., Canada, and Mexico by January 1, 2008. Trade among the three partners has soared since NAFTA went into force.[164]

On September 11, 2001[image: External link], Al-Qaeda[image: External link] terrorists struck the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City and the Pentagon[image: External link] near Washington, D.C., killing nearly 3,000 people.[165] In response, the United States launched the War on Terror[image: External link], which included war in Afghanistan[image: External link] and the 2003–11 Iraq War[image: External link].[166][167] In 2007, the Bush administration ordered a major troop surge in the Iraq War[image: External link],[168] which successfully reduced violence and led to greater stability in the region.[169][170]

Government policy designed to promote affordable housing,[171] widespread failures in corporate and regulatory governance,[172] and historically low interest rates set by the Federal Reserve[173] led to the mid-2000s housing bubble[image: External link], which culminated with the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], the largest economic contraction in the nation's history since the Great Depression.[174] Barack Obama[image: External link], the first African American[image: External link][175] and multiracial[image: External link][176] president, was elected in 2008[image: External link] amid the crisis,[177] and subsequently passed stimulus measures[image: External link] and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link] in an attempt to mitigate its negative effects. While the stimulus facilitated infrastructure improvements[178] and a relative decline in unemployment,[179] Dodd-Frank has had a negative impact on business investment and small banks.[180]

In 2010, the Obama administration passed the Affordable Care Act[image: External link], which made the most sweeping reforms to the nation's healthcare system[image: External link] in nearly five decades, including mandates[image: External link], subsidies[image: External link] and insurance exchanges[image: External link]. The law caused a significant reduction in the number and percentage of people without health insurance, with 24 million covered during 2016,[181] but remains controversial due to its impact on healthcare costs, insurance premiums, and economic performance.[182] Although the recession reached its trough in June 2009, voters remained frustrated with the slow pace of the economic recovery. The Republicans, who stood in opposition to Obama's policies, won control of the House of Representatives with a landslide in 2010[image: External link] and control of the Senate in 2014[image: External link].[183]

American forces in Iraq were withdrawn in large numbers in 2009 and 2010, and the war in the region was declared formally over in December 2011.[184] The withdrawal caused an escalation of sectarian insurgency[image: External link],[185] leading to the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link], the successor of al-Qaeda in the region.[186] In 2014, Obama announced a restoration[image: External link] of full diplomatic relations with Cuba[image: External link] for the first time since 1961.[187] The next year, the United States as a member of the P5+1[image: External link] countries signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link], an agreement aimed to slow the development of Iran's nuclear program[image: External link].[188]

Donald Trump[image: External link], the wealthiest president in U.S. history[image: External link] and the first president with no political or military experience prior to taking office,[189] was elected to office in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link].[190]
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 Geography, climate, and environment




Main articles: Geography of the United States[image: External link], Climate of the United States[image: External link], and Environment of the United States[image: External link]


The land area of the contiguous United States[image: External link] is 2,959,064 square miles (7,663,940.6 km2). Alaska, separated from the contiguous United States by Canada, is the largest state at 663,268 square miles (1,717,856.2 km2). Hawaii[image: External link], occupying an archipelago in the central Pacific[image: External link], southwest of North America, is 10,931 square miles (28,311 km2) in area. The populated territories of Puerto Rico, American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], and U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] together cover 9,185 square miles (23,789 km2).[191]

The United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest nation by total area[image: External link] (land and water), ranking behind Russia and Canada and just above or below China[image: External link]. The ranking varies depending on how two territories disputed by China and India are counted and how the total size of the United States is measured: calculations range from 3,676,486 square miles (9,522,055.0 km2)[192] to 3,717,813 square miles (9,629,091.5 km2)[193] to 3,796,742 square miles (9,833,516.6 km2)[10] to 3,805,927 square miles (9,857,306 km2).[11] Measured by only land area, the United States is third in size behind Russia and China, just ahead of Canada.[194]

The coastal plain of the Atlantic[image: External link] seaboard gives way further inland to deciduous[image: External link] forests and the rolling hills of the Piedmont[image: External link].[195] The Appalachian Mountains[image: External link] divide the eastern seaboard from the Great Lakes[image: External link] and the grasslands of the Midwest[image: External link].[196] The Mississippi[image: External link]–Missouri River[image: External link], the world's fourth longest river system[image: External link], runs mainly north–south through the heart of the country. The flat, fertile prairie[image: External link] of the Great Plains[image: External link] stretches to the west, interrupted by a highland region[image: External link] in the southeast.[196]

The Rocky Mountains[image: External link], at the western edge of the Great Plains, extend north to south across the country, reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m) in Colorado[image: External link].[197] Farther west are the rocky Great Basin[image: External link] and deserts such as the Chihuahua[image: External link] and Mojave[image: External link].[198] The Sierra Nevada[image: External link] and Cascade[image: External link] mountain ranges run close to the Pacific coast[image: External link], both ranges reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m). The lowest and highest points[image: External link] in the contiguous[image: External link] United States are in the state of California[image: External link],[199] and only about 84 miles (135 km) apart.[200] At an elevation of 20,310 feet (6,190.5 m), Alaska's Denali[image: External link] (Mount McKinley) is the highest peak in the country and North America.[201] Active volcanoes[image: External link] are common throughout Alaska's Alexander[image: External link] and Aleutian Islands[image: External link], and Hawaii consists of volcanic islands. The supervolcano[image: External link] underlying Yellowstone National Park[image: External link] in the Rockies[image: External link] is the continent's largest volcanic feature.[202]

The United States, with its large size and geographic variety, includes most climate types. To the east of the 100th meridian[image: External link], the climate ranges from humid continental[image: External link] in the north to humid subtropical[image: External link] in the south.[203] The Great Plains west of the 100th meridian are semi-arid. Much of the Western mountains have an alpine climate[image: External link]. The climate is arid in the Great Basin, desert in the Southwest, Mediterranean[image: External link] in coastal California[image: External link], and oceanic[image: External link] in coastal Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] and southern Alaska. Most of Alaska is subarctic or polar. Hawaii and the southern tip of Florida[image: External link] are tropical, as are the populated territories in the Caribbean and the Pacific.[204] Extreme weather is not uncommon—the states bordering the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] are prone to hurricanes[image: External link], and most of the world's tornadoes[image: External link] occur within the country, mainly in Tornado Alley[image: External link] areas in the Midwest and South.[205]
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 Wildlife




Main articles: Fauna of the United States[image: External link] and Flora of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Category:Biota of the United States[image: External link]


The U.S. ecology is megadiverse[image: External link]: about 17,000 species of vascular plants[image: External link] occur in the contiguous United States and Alaska, and over 1,800 species of flowering plants[image: External link] are found in Hawaii, few of which occur on the mainland.[207] The United States is home to 428 mammal species, 784 bird species, 311 reptile species, and 295 amphibian species.[208] About 91,000 insect species have been described.[209] The bald eagle[image: External link] is both the national bird[image: External link] and national animal[image: External link] of the United States, and is an enduring symbol of the country itself.[210]

There are 58 national parks[image: External link] and hundreds of other federally managed parks, forests, and wilderness[image: External link] areas.[211] Altogether, the government owns about 28% of the country's land area.[212] Most of this is protected[image: External link], though some is leased for oil and gas drilling, mining, logging, or cattle ranching; about .86% is used for military purposes.[213][214]

Environmental issues[image: External link] have been on the national agenda since 1970. Environmental controversies include debates on oil and nuclear energy[image: External link], dealing with air and water pollution, the economic costs of protecting wildlife, logging and deforestation[image: External link],[215][216] and international responses to global warming.[217][218] Many federal and state agencies are involved. The most prominent is the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] (EPA), created by presidential order in 1970.[219] The idea of wilderness has shaped the management of public lands since 1964, with the Wilderness Act.[220] The Endangered Species Act[image: External link] of 1973 is intended to protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats, which are monitored by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link].[221]
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 Demographics




Main articles: Demography of the United States[image: External link], Americans[image: External link], List of U.S. states by population density[image: External link], and List of United States cities by population[image: External link]
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 Population






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	3,929,214
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	5,308,483
	
	35.1%



	1810[image: External link]
	7,239,881
	
	36.4%



	1820[image: External link]
	9,638,453
	
	33.1%



	1830[image: External link]
	12,866,020
	
	33.5%



	1840[image: External link]
	17,069,453
	
	32.7%



	1850[image: External link]
	23,191,876
	
	35.9%



	1860[image: External link]
	31,443,321
	
	35.6%



	1870[image: External link]
	38,558,371
	
	22.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	50,189,209
	
	30.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	62,979,766
	
	25.5%



	1900[image: External link]
	76,212,168
	
	21.0%



	1910[image: External link]
	92,228,496
	
	21.0%



	1920[image: External link]
	106,021,537
	
	15.0%



	1930[image: External link]
	123,202,624
	
	16.2%



	1940[image: External link]
	132,164,569
	
	7.3%



	1950[image: External link]
	151,325,798
	
	14.5%



	1960[image: External link]
	179,323,175
	
	18.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	203,211,926
	
	13.3%



	1980[image: External link]
	226,545,805
	
	11.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	248,709,873
	
	9.8%



	2000[image: External link]
	281,421,906
	
	13.2%



	2010[image: External link]
	308,745,538
	
	9.7%



	Est. 2017[222]
	324,600,000
	
	5.1%



	1610-1780 population data.[223]

Note that the census numbers do

not include Native Americans[image: External link] until 1860.[224]




The U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link] estimated the country's population to be 323,425,550 as of April 25, 2016, and to be adding 1 person (net gain) every 13 seconds, or about 6,646 people per day.[226] The U.S. population almost quadrupled during the 20th century, from about 76 million in 1900.[227] The third most populous nation in the world, after China[image: External link] and India, the United States is the only major industrialized nation in which large population increases are projected.[228] In the 1800s the average woman had 7.04 children, by the 1900s this number had decreased to 3.56.[229] Since the early 1970s the birth rate has been below the replacement rate of 2.1 with 1.86 children per woman in 2014. Foreign born immigration has caused the US population to continue its rapid increase with the foreign born population doubling from almost 20 million in 1990 to over 40 million in 2010, representing one third of the population increase.[230] The foreign born population reached 45 million in 2015.[231][fn 8]

The United States has a birth rate of 13 per 1,000, which is 5 births below the world average.[235] Its population growth[image: External link] rate is positive at 0.7%, higher than that of many developed nations[image: External link].[236] In fiscal year 2012, over one million immigrants[image: External link] (most of whom entered through family reunification[image: External link]) were granted legal residence[image: External link].[237] Mexico[image: External link] has been the leading source of new residents since the 1965 Immigration Act[image: External link]. China, India, and the Philippines have been in the top four sending countries every year since the 1990s.[238] As of 2012, approximately 11.4 million residents are illegal immigrants[image: External link].[239] As of 2015, 47% of all immigrants are Hispanic, 26% are Asian, 18% are white and 8% are black. The percentage of immigrants who are Asian is increasing while the percentage who are Hispanic is decreasing.[231]

According to a survey conducted by the Williams Institute, nine million Americans, or roughly 3.4% of the adult population identify themselves as homosexual[image: External link], bisexual[image: External link], or transgender[image: External link].[240][241] A 2016 Gallup[image: External link] poll also concluded that 4.1% of adult Americans identified as LGBT[image: External link]. The highest percentage came from the District of Columbia (10%), while the lowest state was North Dakota at 1.7%.[242] In a 2013 survey, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] found that 96.6% of Americans identify as straight, while 1.6% identify as gay or lesbian, and 0.7% identify as being bisexual.[243]

In 2010, the U.S. population included an estimated 5.2 million people with some American Indian[image: External link] or Alaska Native[image: External link] ancestry (2.9 million exclusively of such ancestry) and 1.2 million with some native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific island[image: External link] ancestry (0.5 million exclusively).[244] The census counted more than 19 million people of "Some Other Race" who were "unable to identify with any" of its five official race categories in 2010, over 18.5 million (97%) of whom are of Hispanic ethnicity.[244]

The population growth of Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] (the terms are officially interchangeable) is a major demographic trend[image: External link]. The 50.5 million Americans of Hispanic descent[244] are identified as sharing a distinct " ethnicity[image: External link]" by the Census Bureau; 64% of Hispanic Americans are of Mexican descent[image: External link].[245] Between 2000 and 2010, the country's Hispanic population increased 43% while the non-Hispanic population rose just 4.9%.[246] Much of this growth is from immigration; in 2007, 12.6% of the U.S. population was foreign-born[image: External link], with 54% of that figure born in Latin America[image: External link].[247][fn 9]

About 82% of Americans live in urban areas[image: External link] (including suburbs);[10] about half of those reside in cities with populations over 50,000.[253] The US has numerous clusters of cities known as megaregions, the largest being the Great Lakes Megalopolis[image: External link] followed by the Northeast Megalopolis[image: External link] and Southern California[image: External link]. In 2008, 273 incorporated municipalities[image: External link] had populations over 100,000, nine cities had more than one million residents, and four global cities[image: External link] had over two million (New York[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], and Houston[image: External link]).[254] There are 52 metropolitan areas[image: External link] with populations greater than one million.[255] Of the 50 fastest-growing metro areas, 47 are in the West or South.[256] The metro areas of San Bernardino[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston, Atlanta[image: External link], and Phoenix[image: External link] all grew by more than a million people between 2000 and 2008.[255]
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 Language




Main article: Languages of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Language Spoken at Home in the United States of America[image: External link], List of endangered languages in the United States[image: External link], and Language education in the United States[image: External link]




	Languages spoken at home by more than 1 million persons in the U.S. (2015)[260]




	Language
	Percent of

population
	Number of

speakers
	Number who

speak English

very well
	Number who

speak English

less than

very well



	English[image: External link] (only)
	~80%
	236,908,935
	N/A
	N/A



	Spanish[image: External link]

(including Spanish Creole[image: External link] but excluding Puerto Rico)
	12%
	40,045,795
	23,608,139
	16,437,140



	Chinese[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.9%
	3,333,588
	1,476,392
	1,857,196



	French[image: External link]

(including Patois[image: External link], Cajun[image: External link] and Haitian Creole[image: External link])
	0.6%
	2,129,815
	1,519,024
	610,791



	Tagalog[image: External link]

(including Filipino[image: External link])
	0.5%
	1,737,186
	1,173,917
	563,269



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,468,251
	602,788
	865,463



	Hindustani[image: External link]

(including Hindi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link])
	0.4%
	1,294,209
	980,600
	313,609



	Arabic[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.3%
	1,156,908
	726,768
	430,140



	Korean[image: External link]
	0.3%
	1,108,798
	518,690
	590,108



	German[image: External link]

(including Yiddish[image: External link])
	0.3%
	1,103,255
	903,091
	200,164




English[image: External link] (American English[image: External link]) is the de facto[image: External link] national language[image: External link]. Although there is no official language[image: External link] at the federal level, some laws—such as U.S. naturalization requirements[image: External link]—standardize English. In 2010, about 230 million, or 80% of the population aged five years and older, spoke only English at home. Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 12% of the population at home, is the second most common language and the most widely taught second language.[261][262] Some Americans advocate making English the country's official language, as it is in 32 states.[263]

Both Hawaiian[image: External link] and English are official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], by state law.[264] Alaska[image: External link] recognizes twenty Native languages[image: External link] as well as English.[265] While neither has an official language, New Mexico[image: External link] has laws providing for the use of both English and Spanish, as Louisiana[image: External link] does for English and French[image: External link].[266] Other states, such as California[image: External link], mandate the publication of Spanish versions of certain government documents including court forms.[267] Many jurisdictions with large numbers of non-English speakers produce government materials, especially voting information, in the most commonly spoken languages in those jurisdictions.

Several insular territories grant official recognition to their native languages, along with English: Samoan[image: External link][268] and Chamorro[image: External link][269] are recognized by American Samoa[image: External link] and Guam[image: External link], respectively; Carolinian[image: External link] and Chamorro are recognized by the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link];[270] Cherokee[image: External link] is officially recognized by the Cherokee Nation[image: External link] within the Cherokee tribal jurisdiction area in eastern Oklahoma;[271] Spanish is an official language of Puerto Rico and is more widely spoken than English there.[272]

According to the Center for Immigration Studies[image: External link], Arabic[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] are the fastest-growing foreign languages spoken in American households. In recent years, Arabic-speaking residents increased by 29%, Urdu by 23% and Persian[image: External link] by 9%.[273]

The most widely taught foreign languages[image: External link] in the United States, in terms of enrollment numbers from kindergarten through university undergraduate studies, are: Spanish (around 7.2 million students), French (1.5 million), and German (500,000). Other commonly taught languages (with 100,000 to 250,000 learners) include Latin[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], American Sign Language[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], and Chinese[image: External link].[274][275] 18% of all Americans claim to speak at least one language in addition to English.[276]
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in the United States[image: External link]


See also: History of religion in the United States[image: External link], Freedom of religion in the United States[image: External link], Separation of church and state in the United States[image: External link], and List of religious movements that began in the United States[image: External link]




	Religious affiliation in the U.S. (2014)



	Affiliation
	 % of U.S. population



	Christian[image: External link]
	70.6
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	46.5
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	25.4
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	14.7
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6.5
	
 





	Catholic[image: External link]
	20.8
	
 





	Mormon[image: External link]
	1.6
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	0.8
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	0.4
	
 





	Jewish[image: External link]
	1.9
	
 





	Muslim[image: External link]
	0.9
	
 





	Buddhist[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Other faiths
	1.8
	
 





	Irreligious[image: External link]
	22.8
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	15.8
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	4.0
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	3.1
	
 





	Don't know or refused answer
	0.6
	
 






The First Amendment[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise[image: External link] of religion and forbids Congress from passing laws respecting its establishment[image: External link].

Christianity[image: External link] is by far the most common religion practiced in the U.S., but other religions are followed, too. In a 2013 survey, 56% of Americans said that religion played a "very important role in their lives", a far higher figure than that of any other wealthy nation.[277] In a 2009 Gallup poll, 42% of Americans said that they attended church weekly or almost weekly; the figures ranged from a low of 23% in Vermont[image: External link] to a high of 63% in Mississippi.[278]

As with other Western countries, the U.S. is becoming less religious. Irreligion[image: External link] is growing rapidly among Americans under 30.[279] Polls show that overall American confidence in organized religion has been declining since the mid to late 1980s,[280] and that younger Americans in particular are becoming increasingly irreligious.[9][281] According to a 2012 study, Protestant share of U.S. population dropped to 48%, thus ending its status as religious category of the majority for the first time.[282][283] Americans with no religion have 1.7 children compared to 2.2 among Christians. The unaffiliated are less likely to get married with 37% marrying compared to 52% of Christians.[284]

According to a 2014 survey, 70.6% of adults identified themselves as Christian[image: External link],[285] Protestant[image: External link] denominations accounted for 46.5%, while Roman Catholicism[image: External link], at 20.8%, was the largest individual denomination.[286] The total reporting non-Christian religions in 2014 was 5.9%.[286] Other religions include Judaism[image: External link] (1.9%), Islam[image: External link] (0.9%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.7%), Hinduism[image: External link] (0.7%).[286] The survey also reported that 22.8% of Americans described themselves as agnostic[image: External link], atheist[image: External link] or simply having no religion[image: External link], up from 8.2% in 1990.[286][287][288] There are also Unitarian Universalist[image: External link], Baha'i[image: External link], Sikh[image: External link], Jain[image: External link], Shinto[image: External link], Confucian[image: External link], Taoist[image: External link], Druid[image: External link], Native American[image: External link], Wiccan[image: External link], humanist[image: External link] and deist[image: External link] communities.[289]

Protestantism[image: External link] is the largest Christian religious grouping in the United States. Baptists collectively form the largest branch of Protestantism, and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] is the largest individual Protestant denomination. About 26% of Americans identify as Evangelical Protestants[image: External link], while 15% are Mainline and 7% belong to a traditionally Black church. Roman Catholicism[image: External link] in the United States has its origin in the Spanish[image: External link] and French[image: External link] colonization of the Americas, and later grew because of Irish, Italian, Polish, German and Hispanic immigration. Rhode Island has the highest percentage of Catholics with 40 percent of the total population.[290] Lutheranism[image: External link] in the U.S. has its origin in immigration from Northern Europe[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link]. North[image: External link] and South Dakota[image: External link] are the only states in which a plurality of the population is Lutheran. Presbyterianism[image: External link] was introduced in North America by Scottish[image: External link] and Ulster Scots[image: External link] immigrants. Although it has spread across the United States, it is heavily concentrated on the East Coast. Dutch Reformed[image: External link] congregations were founded first in New Amsterdam[image: External link] (New York City) before spreading westward. Utah[image: External link] is the only state where Mormonism[image: External link] is the religion of the majority of the population. The Mormon Corridor[image: External link] also extends to parts of Idaho[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link] and Wyoming[image: External link].[291]

The Bible Belt[image: External link] is an informal term for a region in the Southern United States[image: External link] in which socially conservative Evangelical Protestantism is a significant part of the culture and Christian church attendance across the denominations is generally higher than the nation's average. By contrast, religion plays the least important role in New England[image: External link] and in the Western United States[image: External link].[278]
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 Family structure




Main article: Family structure in the United States[image: External link]


As of 2007, 58% of Americans age 18 and over were married, 6% were widowed, 10% were divorced, and 25% had never been married.[292] Women now work mostly outside the home and receive a majority of bachelor's degrees[image: External link].[293]

The U.S. teenage pregnancy[image: External link] rate is 26.5 per 1,000 women. The rate has declined by 57% since 1991.[294] In 2013, the highest teenage birth rate was in Alabama[image: External link], and the lowest in Wyoming[image: External link].[294][295] Abortion[image: External link] is legal throughout the U.S., owing to Roe v. Wade[image: External link], a 1973 landmark decision[image: External link] by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]. While the abortion rate is falling, the abortion ratio of 241 per 1,000 live births and abortion rate of 15 per 1,000 women aged 15–44 remain higher than those of most Western nations.[296] In 2013, the average age at first birth was 26 and 40.6% of births were to unmarried women.[297]

The total fertility rate[image: External link] (TFR) was estimated for 2013 at 1.86 births per woman.[298] Adoption in the United States[image: External link] is common and relatively easy from a legal point of view (compared to other Western countries).[299] In 2001, with over 127,000 adoptions, the U.S. accounted for nearly half of the total number of adoptions worldwide.[300] Same-sex marriage[image: External link] is legal nationwide and it is legal for same-sex couples to adopt.[image: External link] Polygamy[image: External link] is illegal throughout the U.S.[301]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Federal government of the United States[image: External link], State governments of the United States[image: External link], Local government in the United States[image: External link], and Elections in the United States[image: External link]


The United States is the world's oldest surviving federation[image: External link]. It is a constitutional republic[image: External link] and representative democracy[image: External link], "in which majority rule[image: External link] is tempered by minority rights[image: External link] protected by law[image: External link]".[302] The government is regulated by a system of checks and balances[image: External link] defined by the U.S. Constitution, which serves as the country's supreme legal document.[303] For 2016, the U.S. ranked 21st on the Democracy Index[image: External link][304] (tied with Italy[image: External link]) and 18th on the Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link].[305]

In the American federalist system[image: External link], citizens are usually subject to three levels of government[image: External link]: federal, state, and local. The local government[image: External link]'s duties are commonly split between county[image: External link] and municipal governments[image: External link]. In almost all cases, executive and legislative officials are elected by a plurality vote[image: External link] of citizens by district. There is no proportional representation[image: External link] at the federal level, and it is rare at lower levels.[306]

The federal government is composed of three branches:


	
Legislative[image: External link]: The bicameral[image: External link] Congress[image: External link], made up of the Senate[image: External link] and the House of Representatives[image: External link], makes federal law[image: External link], declares war[image: External link], approves treaties, has the power of the purse[image: External link],[307] and has the power of impeachment[image: External link], by which it can remove sitting members of the government.[308]


	
Executive[image: External link]: The President[image: External link] is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the military, can veto legislative bills[image: External link] before they become law (subject to Congressional override), and appoints the members of the Cabinet[image: External link] (subject to Senate approval) and other officers, who administer and enforce federal laws and policies.[309]


	
Judicial[image: External link]: The Supreme Court[image: External link] and lower federal courts[image: External link], whose judges are appointed by the President with Senate approval, interpret laws and overturn those they find unconstitutional[image: External link].[310]




The House of Representatives has 435 voting members, each representing a congressional district[image: External link] for a two-year term. House seats are apportioned[image: External link] among the states by population every tenth year. At the 2010 census[image: External link], seven states had the minimum of one representative, while California, the most populous state, had 53.[312]

The Senate has 100 members with each state having two senators, elected at-large[image: External link] to six-year terms; one third of Senate seats are up for election every other year. The President serves a four-year term and may be elected to the office no more than twice[image: External link]. The President is not elected by direct vote[image: External link], but by an indirect electoral college[image: External link] system in which the determining votes are apportioned to the states and the District of Columbia[image: External link].[313] The Supreme Court, led by the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link], has nine members, who serve for life.[314]

The state governments are structured in roughly similar fashion; Nebraska[image: External link] uniquely has a unicameral[image: External link] legislature.[315] The governor[image: External link] (chief executive) of each state is directly elected. Some state judges and cabinet officers are appointed by the governors of the respective states, while others are elected by popular vote.

The original text of the Constitution establishes the structure and responsibilities of the federal government and its relationship with the individual states. Article One[image: External link] protects the right to the "great writ" of habeas corpus[image: External link]. The Constitution has been amended 27 times;[316] the first ten amendments, which make up the Bill of Rights[image: External link], and the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] form the central basis of Americans' individual rights. All laws and governmental procedures are subject to judicial review[image: External link] and any law ruled by the courts to be in violation of the Constitution is voided. The principle of judicial review, not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution, was established by the Supreme Court in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] (1803)[317] in a decision handed down by Chief Justice John Marshall[image: External link].[318]
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 Political divisions




Main articles: Political divisions of the United States[image: External link], U.S. state[image: External link], Territories of the United States[image: External link], List of states and territories of the United States[image: External link], and Indian reservation[image: External link]


Further information: Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link] and United States territorial acquisitions[image: External link]


The United States is a federal republic of 50 states, a federal district, five territories and eleven uninhabited island possessions.[320] The states and territories are the principal administrative districts in the country. These are divided into subdivisions of counties and independent cities. The District of Columbia is a federal district which contains the capital of the United States, Washington DC.[321] The states and the District of Columbia choose the President of the United States. Each state has presidential electors equal to the number of their Representatives and Senators in Congress; the District of Columbia has three.[322]

Congressional Districts are reapportioned among the states following each decennial Census of Population. Each state then draws single member districts to conform with the census apportionment. The total number of Representatives is 435, and delegate Members of Congress represent the District of Columbia and the five major U.S. territories.[323]

The United States also observes tribal sovereignty[image: External link] of the American Indian nations to a limited degree, as it does with the states' sovereignty. American Indians are U.S. citizens and tribal lands are subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Congress and the federal courts. Like the states they have a great deal of autonomy, but also like the states tribes are not allowed to make war, engage in their own foreign relations, or print and issue currency.[324]
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 Parties and elections




Main articles: Politics of the United States[image: External link] and Political ideologies in the United States[image: External link]


The United States has operated under a two-party system[image: External link] for most of its history.[326] For elective offices at most levels, state-administered primary elections[image: External link] choose the major party nominees[image: External link] for subsequent general elections[image: External link]. Since the general election of 1856[image: External link], the major parties have been the Democratic Party[image: External link], founded in 1824[image: External link], and the Republican Party[image: External link], founded in 1854[image: External link]. Since the Civil War, only one third-party[image: External link] presidential candidate—former president Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], running as a Progressive[image: External link] in 1912[image: External link]—has won as much as 20% of the popular vote. The President and Vice-president are elected through the Electoral College[image: External link] system.[327]

Within American political culture[image: External link], the center-right[image: External link] Republican Party is considered " conservative[image: External link]" and the center-left[image: External link] Democratic Party is considered " liberal[image: External link]".[328][329] The states of the Northeast[image: External link] and West Coast[image: External link] and some of the Great Lakes states, known as "blue states[image: External link]", are relatively liberal. The "red states[image: External link]" of the South[image: External link] and parts of the Great Plains[image: External link] and Rocky Mountains[image: External link] are relatively conservative.

Republican[image: External link] Donald Trump[image: External link], the winner of the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], is currently serving as the 45th President of the United States[image: External link].[330] Current leadership in the Senate includes Republican Vice President Mike Pence[image: External link], Republican President Pro Tempore (Pro Tem) Orrin Hatch[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Mitch McConnell[image: External link], and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer[image: External link].[331] Leadership in the House includes Speaker of the House Paul Ryan[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi[image: External link].[332]

In the 115th United States Congress[image: External link], both the House of Representatives[image: External link] and the Senate[image: External link] are controlled by the Republican Party. The Senate currently consists of 52 Republicans, and 46 Democrats with 2 Independents[image: External link] who caucus with the Democrats; the House consists of 241 Republicans and 194 Democrats.[333] In state governorships, there are 33 Republicans, 16 Democrats and 1 Independent.[334] Among the DC mayor and the 5 territorial governors, there are 2 Republicans, 1 Democrat, 1 New Progressive[image: External link], and 2 Independents.[335]
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 Foreign relations




Main articles: Foreign relations of the United States[image: External link] and Foreign policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has an established structure of foreign relations. It is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], and New York City is home to the United Nations Headquarters[image: External link]. It is a member of the G7[image: External link],[337] G20[image: External link], and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link]. Almost all countries have embassies[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., and many have consulates[image: External link] around the country. Likewise, nearly all nations host American diplomatic missions[image: External link]. However, Iran[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], Bhutan[image: External link], and the Republic of China[image: External link] (Taiwan) do not have formal diplomatic relations with the United States (although the U.S. still maintains relations with Taiwan and supplies it with military equipment[image: External link]).[338]

The United States has a "Special Relationship[image: External link]" with the United Kingdom[image: External link][339] and strong ties with Canada[image: External link],[340] Australia[image: External link],[341] New Zealand[image: External link],[342] the Philippines[image: External link],[343] Japan[image: External link],[344] South Korea[image: External link],[345] Israel[image: External link],[346] and several European Union[image: External link] countries, including France[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and Spain[image: External link]. It works closely with fellow NATO[image: External link] members on military and security issues and with its neighbors through the Organization of American States[image: External link] and free trade agreements[image: External link] such as the trilateral North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] with Canada and Mexico[image: External link]. In 2008, the United States spent a net $25.4 billion on official development assistance[image: External link], the most in the world. As a share of America's large gross national income (GNI), however, the U.S. contribution of 0.18% ranked last among 22 donor states. By contrast, private overseas giving by Americans is relatively generous.[347]

The U.S. exercises full international defense authority and responsibility for three sovereign nations through Compact of Free Association[image: External link] with Micronesia[image: External link], the Marshall Islands and Palau. These are Pacific island nations, once part of the U.S.-administered Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands[image: External link] after World War II, which gained independence in subsequent years.[348]
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 Government finance




See also: Taxation in the United States[image: External link] and United States federal budget[image: External link]


Taxes in the United States[image: External link] are levied at the federal, state and local government level. These include taxes on income, payroll, property, sales, imports, estates and gifts, as well as various fees. In 2010 taxes collected by federal, state and municipal governments amounted to 24.8% of GDP.[350] During FY2012, the federal government collected approximately $2.45 trillion in tax revenue, up $147 billion or 6% versus FY2011 revenues of $2.30 trillion. Primary receipt categories included individual income taxes ($1,132B or 47%), Social Security/Social Insurance taxes ($845B or 35%), and corporate taxes ($242B or 10%).[351] Based on CBO estimates,[352] under 2013 tax law the top 1% will be paying the highest average tax rates since 1979, while other income groups will remain at historic lows.[353]

U.S. taxation is generally progressive[image: External link], especially the federal income taxes, and is among the most progressive in the developed world.[354][355][356][357][358] The highest 10% of income earners pay a majority of federal taxes,[359] and about half of all taxes.[360] Payroll taxes for Social Security are a flat regressive tax[image: External link], with no tax charged on income above $118,500 (for 2015 and 2016) and no tax at all paid on unearned income[image: External link] from things such as stocks and capital gains.[361][362] The historic reasoning for the regressive nature of the payroll tax is that entitlement programs have not been viewed as welfare transfers.[363][364] However, according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] the net effect of Social Security is that the benefit to tax ratio ranges from roughly 70% for the top earnings quintile to about 170% for the lowest earning quintile, making the system progressive.[365]

The top 10% paid 51.8% of total federal taxes in 2009, and the top 1%, with 13.4% of pre-tax national income, paid 22.3% of federal taxes.[366] In 2013 the Tax Policy Center projected total federal effective tax rates of 35.5% for the top 1%, 27.2% for the top quintile, 13.8% for the middle quintile, and −2.7% for the bottom quintile.[367][368] The incidence[image: External link] of corporate income tax[image: External link] has been a matter of considerable ongoing controversy for decades.[357][369] State and local taxes vary widely, but are generally less progressive than federal taxes as they rely heavily on broadly borne regressive[image: External link] sales and property taxes that yield less volatile revenue streams, though their consideration does not eliminate the progressive nature of overall taxation.[357][370]

During FY 2012, the federal government spent $3.54 trillion on a budget or cash basis, down $60 billion or 1.7% vs. FY 2011 spending of $3.60 trillion. Major categories of FY 2012 spending included: Medicare & Medicaid ($802B or 23% of spending), Social Security ($768B or 22%), Defense Department ($670B or 19%), non-defense discretionary ($615B or 17%), other mandatory ($461B or 13%) and interest ($223B or 6%).[351]

The total national debt of the United States[image: External link] in the United States was $18.527 trillion (106% of the GDP) in 2014.[371][fn 11]
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 Military




Main article: United States Armed Forces[image: External link]


The President holds the title of commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the nation's armed forces and appoints its leaders, the Secretary of Defense[image: External link] and the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link]. The United States Department of Defense[image: External link] administers the armed forces, including the Army[image: External link], Navy[image: External link], Marine Corps[image: External link], and Air Force[image: External link]. The Coast Guard[image: External link] is run by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] in peacetime and by the Department of the Navy[image: External link] during times of war. In 2008, the armed forces had 1.4 million personnel on active duty. The Reserves[image: External link] and National Guard[image: External link] brought the total number of troops to 2.3 million. The Department of Defense also employed about 700,000 civilians, not including contractors.[376]

Military service is voluntary, though conscription[image: External link] may occur in wartime through the Selective Service System[image: External link].[377] American forces can be rapidly deployed by the Air Force's large fleet of transport aircraft, the Navy's 10 active aircraft carriers[image: External link], and Marine expeditionary units[image: External link] at sea with the Navy's Atlantic and[image: External link] Pacific fleets[image: External link]. The military operates 865 bases and facilities abroad,[378] and maintains deployments greater than 100 active duty personnel[image: External link] in 25 foreign countries.[379]

The military budget of the United States[image: External link] in 2011 was more than $700 billion, 41% of global military spending and equal to the next 14 largest national military expenditures combined. At 4.7% of GDP, the rate was the second-highest among the top 15 military spenders, after Saudi Arabia.[380] U.S. defense spending as a percentage of GDP ranked 23rd globally in 2012 according to the CIA.[381] Defense's share of U.S. spending has generally declined in recent decades, from Cold War peaks of 14.2% of GDP in 1953 and 69.5% of federal outlays in 1954 to 4.7% of GDP and 18.8% of federal outlays in 2011.[382]

The proposed base Department of Defense budget[image: External link] for 2012, $553 billion, was a 4.2% increase over 2011; an additional $118 billion was proposed for the military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.[383] The last American troops serving in Iraq departed in December 2011;[384] 4,484 service members were killed during the Iraq War[image: External link].[385] Approximately 90,000 U.S. troops were serving in Afghanistan in April 2012;[386] by November 8, 2013 2,285 had been killed during the War in Afghanistan[image: External link].[387]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Law enforcement and crime




Main articles: Law enforcement in the United States[image: External link] and Crime in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Law of the United States[image: External link], Second Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], Human rights in the United States § Justice system[image: External link], Incarceration in the United States[image: External link], and Capital punishment in the United States[image: External link]


Law enforcement in the United States is primarily the responsibility of local police and sheriff[image: External link]'s departments, with state police[image: External link] providing broader services. The New York City Police Department[image: External link] (NYPD) is the largest in the country. Federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI) and the U.S. Marshals Service[image: External link] have specialized duties, including protecting civil rights[image: External link], national security[image: External link] and enforcing U.S. federal courts[image: External link]' rulings and federal laws.[389] At the federal level and in almost every state, a legal system operates on a common law[image: External link]. State courts conduct most criminal trials; federal courts[image: External link] handle certain designated crimes as well as certain appeals from the state criminal courts. Plea bargaining in the United States[image: External link] is very common; the vast majority of criminal cases in the country are settled by plea bargain[image: External link] rather than jury trial[image: External link].[390]

In 2015, there were 15,696 murders which was 1,532 more than in 2014, a 10.8 per cent increase, the largest since 1971.[391] The murder rate in 2015 was 4.9 per 100,000 people.[392] The national clearance rate[image: External link] for homicides in 2015 was 64.1%, compared to 90% in 1965.[393] In 2012 there were 4.7 murders per 100,000 persons in the United States, a 54% decline from the modern peak of 10.2 in 1980.[394] In 2001–2, the United States had above-average levels of violent crime and particularly high levels of gun violence[image: External link] compared to other developed nations.[395] A cross-sectional analysis of the World Health Organization[image: External link] Mortality Database from 2003 showed that United States "homicide rates were 6.9 times higher than rates in the other high-income countries, driven by firearm homicide rates that were 19.5 times higher."[396][needs update[image: External link]] Gun ownership rights[image: External link] continue to be the subject of contentious political debate[image: External link].

From 1980 through 2008 males represented 77% of homicide victims and 90% of offenders. Blacks committed 52.5% of all homicides during that span, at a rate almost eight times that of whites ("whites" includes most Hispanics), and were victimized at a rate six times that of whites. Most homicides were intraracial, with 93% of black victims killed by blacks and 84% of white victims killed by whites.[397] In 2012, Louisiana had the highest rate of murder and non-negligent manslaughter in the U.S., and New Hampshire the lowest.[398] The FBI's Uniform Crime Reports[image: External link] estimates that there were 3,246 violent and property crimes per 100,000 residents in 2012, for a total of over 9 million total crimes.[399]

Capital punishment[image: External link] is sanctioned in the United States for certain federal and military crimes, and used in 31 states.[400][401] No executions took place from 1967 to 1977, owing in part to a U.S. Supreme Court ruling[image: External link] striking down arbitrary imposition of the death penalty. In 1976, that Court ruled that, under appropriate circumstances, capital punishment may constitutionally be imposed. Since the decision there have been more than 1,300 executions, a majority of these taking place in three states: Texas, Virginia, and Oklahoma[image: External link].[402] Meanwhile, several states[image: External link] have either abolished or struck down death penalty laws. In 2015, the country had the fifth-highest number of executions in the world, following China, Iran, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.[403]

The United States has the highest documented incarceration rate[image: External link] and total prison population[image: External link] in the world.[404] At the start of 2008, more than 2.3 million people were incarcerated, more than one in every 100 adults.[405] In December 2012, the combined U.S. adult correctional systems supervised about 6,937,600 offenders. About 1 in every 35 adult residents in the United States was under some form of correctional supervision in December 2012, the lowest rate observed since 1997.[406] The prison population has quadrupled since 1980,[407] and state and local spending on prisons and jails has grown three times as much as that spent on public education during the same period.[408] However, the imprisonment rate for all prisoners sentenced to more than a year in state or federal facilities is 478 per 100,000 in 2013[409] and the rate for pre-trial/remand prisoners is 153 per 100,000 residents in 2012.[410] The country's high rate of incarceration is largely due to changes in sentencing guidelines[image: External link] and drug policies[image: External link].[411] According to the Federal Bureau of Prisons[image: External link], the majority of inmates held in federal prisons are convicted of drug offenses.[412] The privatization of prisons[image: External link] and prison services which began in the 1980s has been a subject of debate.[413][414] In 2008, Louisiana had the highest incarceration rate[image: External link],[415] and Maine the lowest.[416]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Economic history of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has a capitalist[image: External link] mixed economy[image: External link][425] which is fueled by abundant natural resources[image: External link] and high productivity.[426] According to the International Monetary Fund[image: External link], the U.S. GDP of $16.8 trillion constitutes 24% of the gross world product at market exchange rates and over 19% of the gross world product at purchasing power parity (PPP).[427]

The US's nominal GDP is estimated to be $17.528 trillion as of 2014[428] From 1983 to 2008, U.S. real compounded annual GDP growth was 3.3%, compared to a 2.3% weighted average for the rest of the G7[image: External link].[429] The country ranks ninth in the world in nominal GDP per capita and sixth in GDP per capita at PPP.[427] The U.S. dollar[image: External link] is the world's primary reserve currency[image: External link].[430]

The United States is the largest importer[image: External link] of goods and second-largest exporter, though exports per capita are relatively low. In 2010, the total U.S. trade deficit[image: External link] was $635 billion.[431] Canada, China[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], and Germany[image: External link] are its top trading partners.[432] In 2010, oil was the largest import commodity, while transportation equipment was the country's largest export.[431] Japan is the largest foreign holder of U.S. public debt.[433] The largest holder of the U.S. debt are American entities, including federal government accounts and the Federal Reserve[image: External link], who hold the majority of the debt.[434][435][436][437][fn 12]

In 2009, the private sector was estimated to constitute 86.4% of the economy, with federal government activity accounting for 4.3% and state and local government activity (including federal transfers) the remaining 9.3%.[440] The number of employees at all levels of government outnumber those in manufacturing[image: External link] by 1.7 to 1.[441] While its economy has reached a postindustrial[image: External link] level of development and its service sector[image: External link] constitutes 67.8% of GDP, the United States remains an industrial power.[442] The leading business field by gross business receipts is wholesale and retail trade; by net income it is manufacturing.[443] In the franchising[image: External link] business model, McDonald's[image: External link] and Subway[image: External link] are the two most recognized brands in the world. Coca-Cola[image: External link] is the most recognized soft drink[image: External link] company in the world.[444]

Chemical products are the leading manufacturing field.[445] The United States is the largest producer of oil in the world, as well as its second-largest importer.[446] It is the world's number one producer of electrical and nuclear energy, as well as liquid natural gas[image: External link], sulfur[image: External link], phosphates, and salt[image: External link]. The National Mining Association[image: External link] provides data pertaining to coal[image: External link] and minerals[image: External link] that include beryllium[image: External link], copper[image: External link], lead[image: External link], magnesium[image: External link], zinc[image: External link], titanium[image: External link] and others.[447][448]

Agriculture[image: External link] accounts for just under 1% of GDP,[442] yet the United States is the world's top producer of corn[449] and soybeans.[450] The National Agricultural Statistics Service[image: External link] maintains agricultural statistics for products that include peanuts[image: External link], oats[image: External link], rye[image: External link], wheat[image: External link], rice[image: External link], cotton[image: External link], corn[image: External link], barley[image: External link], hay[image: External link], sunflowers[image: External link], and oilseeds[image: External link]. In addition, the United States Department of Agriculture[image: External link] (USDA) provides livestock statistics regarding beef[image: External link], poultry[image: External link], pork[image: External link], and dairy products[image: External link]. The country is the primary developer and grower of genetically modified food[image: External link], representing half of the world's biotech crops.[451]

Consumer spending[image: External link] comprises 68% of the U.S. economy in 2015.[452] In August 2010, the American labor force consisted of 154.1 million people. With 21.2 million people, government is the leading field of employment. The largest private employment sector is health care and social assistance, with 16.4 million people. About 12% of workers are unionized[image: External link], compared to 30% in Western Europe[image: External link].[453] The World Bank ranks the United States first in the ease of hiring and firing workers.[454] The United States is ranked among the top three in the Global Competitiveness Report[image: External link] as well. It has a smaller welfare state[image: External link] and redistributes less income through government action than European nations tend to.[455]

The United States is the only advanced economy that does not guarantee its workers paid vacation[image: External link][456] and is one of just a few countries in the world without paid family leave[image: External link] as a legal right, with the others being Papua New Guinea, Suriname and Liberia.[457] While federal law currently does not require sick leave, it is a common benefit for government workers and full-time employees at corporations.[458] 74% of full-time American workers get paid sick leave, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, although only 24% of part-time workers get the same benefits.[458] In 2009, the United States had the third-highest workforce productivity[image: External link] per person in the world, behind Luxembourg[image: External link] and Norway[image: External link]. It was fourth in productivity per hour, behind those two countries and the Netherlands.[459]

The 2008–2012 global recession[image: External link] significantly affected the United States, with output still below potential according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link].[460] It brought high unemployment (which has been decreasing but remains above pre-recession levels), along with low consumer confidence[image: External link], the continuing decline in home values and increase in foreclosures and personal bankruptcies[image: External link], an escalating federal debt crisis, inflation[image: External link], and rising petroleum and food prices[image: External link]. There remains a record proportion of long-term unemployed[image: External link], continued decreasing household income[image: External link], and tax and federal budget increases[image: External link].[461][462][463]
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 Income, poverty and wealth




Further information: Income in the United States[image: External link], Poverty in the United States[image: External link], Affluence in the United States[image: External link], United States counties by per capita income[image: External link], and Income inequality in the United States[image: External link]


Americans have the highest average household[image: External link] and employee income among OECD nations, and in 2007 had the second-highest median household income[image: External link].[464][465][466] According to the Census Bureau, median household income was $53,657 in 2014.[467] Despite accounting for only 4.4% of the global population, Americans collectively possess 41.6% of the world's total wealth,[468] and Americans make up roughly half of the world's population of millionaires.[469] The Global Food Security Index[image: External link] ranked the U.S. number one for food affordability and overall food security in March 2013.[470] Americans on average have over twice as much living space per dwelling and per person as European Union[image: External link] residents, and more than every EU nation.[471] For 2013 the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link] ranked the United States 5th among 187 countries in its Human Development Index[image: External link] and 28th in its inequality-adjusted HDI[image: External link] (IHDI).[472]

There has been a widening gap between productivity and median incomes since the 1970s.[473] However, the gap between total compensation and productivity is not as wide because of increased employee benefits such as health insurance.[474] While inflation[image: External link]-adjusted ("real") household income[image: External link] had been increasing almost every year from 1947 to 1999, it has since been flat on balance and has even decreased recently.[475] According to Congressional Research Service[image: External link], during this same period, immigration to the United States[image: External link] increased, while the lower 90% of tax filers incomes became stagnant, and eventually decreasing since 2000.[476] The rise in the share of total annual income received by the top 1 percent, which has more than doubled from 9 percent in 1976 to 20 percent in 2011, has significantly affected income inequality[image: External link],[477] leaving the United States with one of the widest income distributions among OECD nations.[478] The post-recession income gains have been very uneven, with the top 1 percent capturing 95 percent of the income gains from 2009 to 2012.[479] The extent and relevance of income inequality is a matter of debate.[480][ disputed[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][481]



	United States' families median net worth



	in 2013 dollars
	1998
	2013
	change



	All families
	$102,500
	$81,200
	-20.8%



	Bottom 20% of incomes
	$8,300
	$6,100
	-26.5%



	2nd lowest 20% of incomes
	$47,400
	$22,400
	-52.7%



	Middle 20% of incomes
	$76,300
	$61,700
	-19.1%



	Top 10%
	$646,600
	$1,130,700
	+74.9%




Wealth[image: External link], like income and taxes, is highly concentrated[image: External link]; the richest 10% of the adult population possess 72% of the country's household wealth, while the bottom half claim only 2%.[483] Between June 2007 and November 2008 the global recession[image: External link] led to falling asset prices around the world. Assets owned by Americans lost about a quarter of their value.[484] Since peaking in the second quarter of 2007, household wealth was down $14 trillion, but has since increased $14 trillion over 2006 levels.[485][486] At the end of 2014, household debt[image: External link] amounted to $11.8 trillion,[487] down from $13.8 trillion at the end of 2008.[488]

There were about 578,424 sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons in the U.S.[image: External link] in January 2014, with almost two-thirds staying in an emergency shelter or transitional housing program.[489] In 2011 16.7 million children lived in food-insecure households[image: External link], about 35% more than 2007 levels, though only 1.1% of U.S. children, or 845,000, saw reduced food intake or disrupted eating patterns at some point during the year, and most cases were not chronic.[490] According to a 2014 report by the Census Bureau, one in five young adults lives in poverty[image: External link] today, up from one in seven in 1980.[491]
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Main article: Transportation in the United States[image: External link]


Personal transportation is dominated by automobiles, which operate on a network of 4 million miles (6.4 million km) of public roads,[493] including one of the world's longest highway systems[image: External link] at 57,000 miles (91700 km).[494] The world's second-largest automobile market,[495] the United States has the highest rate of per-capita vehicle ownership in the world, with 765 vehicles per 1,000 Americans.[496] About 40% of personal vehicles[image: External link] are vans, SUVs[image: External link], or light trucks.[497] The average American adult (accounting for all drivers and non-drivers) spends 55 minutes driving every day, traveling 29 miles (47 km).[498]

Mass transit accounts for 9% of total U.S. work trips[image: External link].[500][501] Transport of goods by rail[image: External link] is extensive, though relatively low numbers of passengers (approximately 31 million annually) use intercity rail to travel, partly because of the low population density throughout much of the U.S. interior.[502][503] However, ridership on Amtrak[image: External link], the national intercity passenger rail system[image: External link], grew by almost 37% between 2000 and 2010.[504] Also, light rail development[image: External link] has increased in recent years.[505] Bicycle usage for work commutes is minimal.[506]

The civil airline industry[image: External link] is entirely privately owned and has been largely deregulated since 1978[image: External link], while most major airports[image: External link] are publicly owned.[507] The three largest airlines in the world by passengers carried are U.S.-based; American Airlines[image: External link] is number one after its 2013 acquisition by US Airways[image: External link].[508] Of the world's 50 busiest passenger airports[image: External link], 16 are in the United States, including the busiest, Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link], and the fourth-busiest, O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link].[509]
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Further information: Energy policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States energy[image: External link] market is about 29,000 terawatt hours[image: External link] per year.[510] Energy consumption per capita[image: External link] is 7.8 tons (7076 kg) of oil equivalent per year, the 10th-highest rate in the world. In 2005, 40% of this energy came from petroleum, 23% from coal, and 22% from natural gas. The remainder was supplied by nuclear power and renewable energy[image: External link] sources.[511] The United States is the world's largest consumer of petroleum.[512]

For decades, nuclear power[image: External link] has played a limited role relative to many other developed countries, in part because of public perception in the wake of a 1979 accident[image: External link]. In 2007, several applications for new nuclear plants were filed.[513] The United States has 27% of global coal reserves.[514] It is the world's largest producer of natural gas and crude oil.[515]
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Main article: Drinking water supply and sanitation in the United States[image: External link]


Issues that affect water supply in the United States include droughts in the West, water scarcity[image: External link], pollution[image: External link], a backlog of investment, concerns about the affordability of water for the poorest, and a rapidly retiring workforce. Increased variability and intensity of rainfall as a result of climate change[image: External link] is expected to produce both more severe droughts and flooding, with potentially serious consequences for water supply and for pollution from combined sewer overflows[image: External link].[516][517][fn 13]
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Main article: Education in the United States[image: External link]


American public education[image: External link] is operated by state and local governments, regulated by the United States Department of Education[image: External link] through restrictions on federal grants. In most states, children are required to attend school from the age of six or seven (generally, kindergarten[image: External link] or first grade[image: External link]) until they turn 18 (generally bringing them through twelfth grade[image: External link], the end of high school[image: External link]); some states allow students to leave school at 16 or 17.[520]

About 12% of children are enrolled in parochial[image: External link] or nonsectarian[image: External link] private schools[image: External link]. Just over 2% of children are homeschooled[image: External link].[521] The U.S. spends more on education per student than any nation in the world, spending more than $11,000 per elementary student in 2010 and more than $12,000 per high school student.[522] Some 80% of U.S. college students attend public universities[image: External link].[523]

The United States has many competitive private and public institutions of higher education[image: External link]. The majority of the world's top universities listed by different ranking organizations are in the U.S.[524][525][526] There are also local community colleges[image: External link] with generally more open admission policies, shorter academic programs, and lower tuition. Of Americans 25 and older, 84.6% graduated from high school, 52.6% attended some college, 27.2% earned a bachelor's degree[image: External link], and 9.6% earned graduate degrees.[527] The basic literacy[image: External link] rate is approximately 99%.[10][528] The United Nations assigns the United States an Education Index of 0.97, tying it for 12th in the world.[529]

As for public expenditures on higher education, the U.S. trails some other OECD[image: External link] nations but spends more per student than the OECD average, and more than all nations in combined public and private spending.[522][530] As of 2012, student loan debt[image: External link] exceeded one trillion dollars, more than Americans owe on credit cards.[531]
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Main article: Culture of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Alaska Natives § Cultures[image: External link], Native American cultures in the United States[image: External link], Culture of the Native Hawaiians[image: External link], Social class in the United States[image: External link], Public holidays in the United States[image: External link], and Tourism in the United States[image: External link]


The United States is home to many cultures[image: External link] and a wide variety of ethnic groups, traditions, and values.[25][532] Aside from the Native American[image: External link], Native Hawaiian[image: External link], and Native Alaskan[image: External link] populations, nearly all Americans or their ancestors settled or immigrated within the past five centuries.[533] Mainstream American culture is a Western culture[image: External link] largely derived from the traditions of European immigrants[image: External link] with influences from many other sources, such as traditions brought by slaves from Africa[image: External link].[25][534] More recent immigration from Asia[image: External link] and especially Latin America[image: External link] has added to a cultural mix that has been described as both a homogenizing melting pot[image: External link], and a heterogeneous salad bowl[image: External link] in which immigrants and their descendants retain distinctive cultural characteristics.[25]

Core American culture was established by Protestant[image: External link] British colonists and shaped by the frontier[image: External link] settlement process, with the traits derived passed down to descendants and transmitted to immigrants through assimilation. Americans have traditionally been characterized by a strong work ethic[image: External link], competitiveness, and individualism,[535] as well as a unifying belief in an "American creed[image: External link]" emphasizing liberty, equality, private property, democracy, rule of law, and a preference for limited government.[536] Americans are extremely charitable by global standards. According to a 2006 British study, Americans gave 1.67% of GDP to charity, more than any other nation studied, more than twice the second place British figure of 0.73%, and around twelve times the French figure of 0.14%.[537][538]

The American Dream[image: External link], or the perception that Americans enjoy high social mobility[image: External link], plays a key role in attracting immigrants.[539] Whether this perception is realistic has been a topic of debate.[540][541][542][543][429][544] While mainstream culture holds that the United States is a classless society[image: External link],[545] scholars identify significant differences between the country's social classes, affecting socialization[image: External link], language, and values.[546] Americans' self-images, social viewpoints, and cultural expectations are associated with their occupations to an unusually close degree.[547] While Americans tend greatly to value socioeconomic achievement, being ordinary or average[image: External link] is generally seen as a positive attribute.[548]
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Main article: Cuisine of the United States[image: External link]


Mainstream American cuisine is similar to that in other Western countries. Wheat[image: External link] is the primary cereal grain with about three-quarters of grain products made of wheat flour[549] and many dishes use indigenous ingredients, such as turkey, venison, potatoes, sweet potatoes, corn, squash, and maple syrup which were consumed by Native Americans and early European settlers.[550] These home grown foods are part of a shared national menu on one of America's most popular holidays; Thanksgiving[image: External link], when some Americans make traditional foods to celebrate the occasion.[551]

Characteristic dishes such as apple pie, fried chicken, pizza, hamburgers, and hot dogs derive from the recipes of various immigrants. French fries, Mexican[image: External link] dishes such as burritos and tacos, and pasta dishes freely adapted from Italian[image: External link] sources are widely consumed.[553] Americans drink three times as much coffee as tea.[554] Marketing by U.S. industries is largely responsible for making orange juice and milk ubiquitous breakfast[image: External link] beverages.[555][556]

American eating habits owe a great deal to that of their British culinary[image: External link] roots with some variations. Although American lands could grow newer vegetables that Britain could not, most colonists would not eat these new foods until accepted by Europeans.[557] Over time American foods changed to a point that food critic, John L. Hess[image: External link] stated in 1972: "Our founding fathers were as far superior to our present political leaders in the quality of their food as they were in the quality of their prose and intelligence".[558]

The American fast food[image: External link] industry, the world's largest,[559] pioneered the drive-through[image: External link] format in the 1940s.[560] Fast food consumption has sparked health concerns. During the 1980s and 1990s, Americans' caloric intake rose 24%;[553] frequent dining at fast food outlets is associated with what public health officials call the American "obesity epidemic[image: External link]".[561] Highly sweetened soft drinks are widely popular, and sugared beverages account for nine percent of American caloric intake.[562]
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Main articles: American literature[image: External link], American philosophy[image: External link], Architecture of the United States[image: External link], Visual art of the United States[image: External link], and American classical music[image: External link]


In the 18th and early 19th centuries, American art and literature took most of its cues from Europe. Writers such as Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link], Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], and Henry David Thoreau[image: External link] established a distinctive American literary voice by the middle of the 19th century. Mark Twain[image: External link] and poet Walt Whitman[image: External link] were major figures in the century's second half; Emily Dickinson[image: External link], virtually unknown during her lifetime, is now recognized as an essential American poet.[563] A work seen as capturing fundamental aspects of the national experience and character—such as Herman Melville[image: External link]'s Moby-Dick[image: External link] (1851), Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn[image: External link] (1885), F. Scott Fitzgerald[image: External link]'s The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (1925) and Harper Lee[image: External link]'s To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] (1960)—may be dubbed the "Great American Novel[image: External link]".[564]

Twelve U.S. citizens have won the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link], most recently Bob Dylan[image: External link] in 2016. William Faulkner[image: External link], Ernest Hemingway[image: External link] and John Steinbeck[image: External link] are often named among the most influential writers of the 20th century.[565] Popular literary genres such as the Western[image: External link] and hardboiled[image: External link] crime fiction developed in the United States. The Beat Generation[image: External link] writers opened up new literary approaches, as have postmodernist[image: External link] authors such as John Barth[image: External link], Thomas Pynchon[image: External link], and Don DeLillo[image: External link].[566]

The transcendentalists[image: External link], led by Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], established the first major American philosophical movement[image: External link]. After the Civil War, Charles Sanders Peirce[image: External link] and then William James[image: External link] and John Dewey[image: External link] were leaders in the development of pragmatism[image: External link]. In the 20th century, the work of W. V. O. Quine[image: External link] and Richard Rorty[image: External link], and later Noam Chomsky[image: External link], brought analytic philosophy[image: External link] to the fore of American philosophical academia. John Rawls[image: External link] and Robert Nozick[image: External link] led a revival of political philosophy[image: External link]. Cornel West[image: External link] and Judith Butler[image: External link] have led a continental tradition in American philosophical academia. Chicago school economists[image: External link] like Milton Friedman[image: External link], James M. Buchanan[image: External link], and Thomas Sowell[image: External link] have affected various fields in social and political philosophy.[567][568]

In the visual arts, the Hudson River School[image: External link] was a mid-19th-century movement in the tradition of European naturalism[image: External link]. The realist paintings of Thomas Eakins[image: External link] are now widely celebrated. The 1913 Armory Show[image: External link] in New York City, an exhibition of European modernist art[image: External link], shocked the public and transformed the U.S. art scene.[569] Georgia O'Keeffe[image: External link], Marsden Hartley[image: External link], and others experimented with new, individualistic styles. Major artistic movements such as the abstract expressionism[image: External link] of Jackson Pollock[image: External link] and Willem de Kooning[image: External link] and the pop art[image: External link] of Andy Warhol[image: External link] and Roy Lichtenstein[image: External link] developed largely in the United States. The tide of modernism and then postmodernism[image: External link] has brought fame to American architects such as Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link], Philip Johnson[image: External link], and Frank Gehry[image: External link].[570] Americans have long been important in the modern artistic medium of photography[image: External link], with major photographers including Alfred Stieglitz[image: External link], Edward Steichen[image: External link], and Ansel Adams[image: External link].[571]

One of the first major promoters of American theater[image: External link] was impresario P. T. Barnum[image: External link], who began operating a lower Manhattan[image: External link] entertainment complex in 1841. The team of Harrigan and Hart[image: External link] produced a series of popular musical[image: External link] comedies in New York starting in the late 1870s. In the 20th century, the modern musical form emerged on Broadway[image: External link]; the songs of musical theater composers such as Irving Berlin[image: External link], Cole Porter[image: External link], and Stephen Sondheim[image: External link] have become pop standards[image: External link]. Playwright Eugene O'Neill[image: External link] won the Nobel literature prize in 1936; other acclaimed U.S. dramatists include multiple Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winners Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Edward Albee[image: External link], and August Wilson[image: External link].[573]

Though little known at the time, Charles Ives[image: External link]'s work of the 1910s established him as the first major U.S. composer in the classical tradition, while experimentalists such as Henry Cowell[image: External link] and John Cage[image: External link] created a distinctive American approach to classical composition. Aaron Copland[image: External link] and George Gershwin[image: External link] developed a new synthesis of popular and classical music.

Choreographers[image: External link] Isadora Duncan[image: External link] and Martha Graham[image: External link] helped create modern dance[image: External link], while George Balanchine[image: External link] and Jerome Robbins[image: External link] were leaders in 20th-century ballet.
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Main article: Music of the United States[image: External link]


The rhythmic and lyrical styles of African-American music[image: External link] have deeply influenced American music[image: External link] at large, distinguishing it from European traditions. Elements from folk[image: External link] idioms such as the blues[image: External link] and what is now known as old-time music[image: External link] were adopted and transformed into popular genres[image: External link] with global audiences. Jazz[image: External link] was developed by innovators such as Louis Armstrong[image: External link] and Duke Ellington[image: External link] early in the 20th century. Country music[image: External link] developed in the 1920s, and rhythm and blues[image: External link] in the 1940s.[574]

Elvis Presley[image: External link] and Chuck Berry[image: External link] were among the mid-1950s pioneers of rock and roll[image: External link]. In the 1960s, Bob Dylan[image: External link] emerged from the folk revival[image: External link] to become one of America's most celebrated songwriters and James Brown[image: External link] led the development of funk[image: External link]. More recent American creations include hip hop[image: External link] and house music[image: External link]. American pop stars such as Presley, Michael Jackson[image: External link], and Madonna[image: External link] have become global celebrities,[574] as have contemporary musical artists such as Taylor Swift[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], and Beyoncé[image: External link] as well as hip hop artists Jay Z[image: External link], Eminem[image: External link] and Kanye West[image: External link].[575] Rock bands such as Metallica[image: External link], the Eagles[image: External link], and Aerosmith[image: External link] are among the highest grossing[image: External link] in worldwide sales.[576][577][578]









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cinema




Main article: Cinema of the United States[image: External link]


Hollywood[image: External link], a northern district of Los Angeles[image: External link], California, is one of the leaders in motion picture production.[579] The world's first commercial motion picture exhibition was given in New York City in 1894, using Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s Kinetoscope[image: External link].[580] The next year saw the first commercial screening of a projected film, also in New York, and the United States was in the forefront of sound film[image: External link]'s development in the following decades. Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been based in and around Hollywood, although in the 21st century an increasing number of films are not made there, and film companies have been subject to the forces of globalization.[581]

Director D. W. Griffith[image: External link], American's top filmmaker during the silent film period, was central to the development of film grammar[image: External link], and producer/entrepreneur Walt Disney[image: External link] was a leader in both animated film[image: External link] and movie merchandising[image: External link].[582] Directors such as John Ford[image: External link] redefined the image of the American Old West and history, and, like others such as John Huston[image: External link], broadened the possibilities of cinema with location shooting, with great influence on subsequent directors. The industry enjoyed its golden years, in what is commonly referred to as the "Golden Age of Hollywood[image: External link]", from the early sound period until the early 1960s,[583] with screen actors such as John Wayne[image: External link] and Marilyn Monroe[image: External link] becoming iconic figures.[584][585] In the 1970s, film directors such as Martin Scorsese[image: External link], Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link] and Robert Altman[image: External link] were a vital component in what became known as "New Hollywood[image: External link]" or the "Hollywood Renaissance",[586] grittier films influenced by French and Italian realist pictures of the post-war period[image: External link].[587] Since, directors such as Steven Spielberg[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link] and James Cameron[image: External link] have gained renown for their blockbuster films, often characterized by high production costs, and in return, high earnings at the box office, with Cameron's Avatar[image: External link] (2009) earning more than $2 billion.[588]

Notable films topping the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s AFI 100[image: External link] list include Orson Welles[image: External link]'s Citizen Kane[image: External link] (1941), which is frequently cited as the greatest film of all time,[589][590] Casablanca[image: External link] (1942), The Godfather[image: External link] (1972), Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939), Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962), The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1939), The Graduate[image: External link] (1967), On the Waterfront[image: External link] (1954), Schindler's List[image: External link] (1993), Singin' in the Rain[image: External link] (1952), It's a Wonderful Life[image: External link] (1946) and Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] (1950).[591] The Academy Awards[image: External link], popularly known as the Oscars, have been held annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] since 1929,[592] and the Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] have been held annually since January 1944.[593]
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Main article: Sports in the United States[image: External link]


American football[image: External link] is by several measures the most popular spectator sport;[595] the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) has the highest average attendance of any sports league in the world, and the Super Bowl[image: External link] is watched by millions globally. Baseball[image: External link] has been regarded as the U.S. national sport[image: External link] since the late 19th century, with Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB) being the top league. Basketball[image: External link] and ice hockey[image: External link] are the country's next two leading professional team sports[image: External link], with the top leagues being the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) and the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL). These four major sports, when played professionally, each occupy a season at different, but overlapping, times of the year. College football[image: External link] and basketball[image: External link] attract large audiences.[596] In soccer[image: External link], the country hosted the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], the men's national soccer team[image: External link] qualified for ten World Cups and the women's team[image: External link] has won the FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] three times; Major League Soccer[image: External link] is the sport's highest league in the United States (featuring 19 American and 3 Canadian teams). The market for professional sports in the United States is roughly $69 billion, roughly 50% larger than that of all of Europe, the Middle East, and Africa combined.[597]

Eight Olympic Games[image: External link] have taken place in the United States. As of 2014, the United States has won 2,400 medals at the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], more than any other country, and 281 in the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link], the second most behind Norway.[598] While most major U.S. sports have evolved out of European practices, basketball[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], skateboarding[image: External link], and snowboarding[image: External link] are American inventions, some of which have become popular in other countries. Lacrosse[image: External link] and surfing[image: External link] arose from Native American and Native Hawaiian activities that predate Western contact.[599] The most watched individual sports[image: External link] are golf[image: External link] and auto racing[image: External link], particularly NASCAR[image: External link].[600][601] Rugby union[image: External link] is considered the fastest growing sport in the U.S., with registered players numbered at 115,000+ and a further 1.2 million participants.[602]
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Main article: Media of the United States[image: External link]


The four major broadcasters in the U.S. are the National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC), Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (ABC) and Fox[image: External link]. The four major broadcast television networks[image: External link] are all commercial entities. Cable television[image: External link] offers hundreds of channels catering to a variety of niches.[603] Americans listen to radio programming, also largely commercial, on average just over two-and-a-half hours a day.[604]

In 1998, the number of U.S. commercial radio stations had grown to 4,793 AM stations and 5,662 FM stations. In addition, there are 1,460 public radio stations. Most of these stations are run by universities and public authorities for educational purposes and are financed by public or private funds, subscriptions and corporate underwriting. Much public-radio broadcasting is supplied by NPR (formerly National Public Radio). NPR was incorporated in February 1970 under the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967; its television counterpart, PBS[image: External link], was also created by the same legislation. (NPR and PBS are operated separately from each other.) As of September 30, 2014, there are 15,433 licensed full-power radio stations in the US according to the U.S. Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC).[605]

Well-known newspapers are The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link] and USA Today[image: External link]. Although the cost of publishing has increased over the years, the price of newspapers has generally remained low, forcing newspapers to rely more on advertising revenue and on articles provided by a major wire service, such as the Associated Press or Reuters, for their national and world coverage. With very few exceptions, all the newspapers in the U.S. are privately owned, either by large chains such as Gannett[image: External link] or McClatchy[image: External link], which own dozens or even hundreds of newspapers; by small chains that own a handful of papers; or in a situation that is increasingly rare, by individuals or families. Major cities often have "alternative weeklies" to complement the mainstream daily papers, for example, New York City's The Village Voice[image: External link] or Los Angeles' LA Weekly[image: External link], to name two of the best-known. Major cities may also support a local business journal, trade papers relating to local industries, and papers for local ethnic and social groups. Early versions of the American newspaper comic strip[image: External link] and the American comic book[image: External link] began appearing in the 19th century. In 1938, Superman[image: External link], the comic book superhero[image: External link] of DC Comics[image: External link], developed into an American icon.[606] Aside from web portals[image: External link] and search engines[image: External link], the most popular websites are Facebook[image: External link], YouTube[image: External link], Wikipedia[image: External link], Yahoo.com[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link] and Twitter[image: External link].[607]

More than 800 publications are produced in Spanish, the second most widely spoken mother tongue behind English.[608][609]
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Main articles: Science and technology in the United States[image: External link] and Science policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has been a leader in technological innovation since the late 19th century and scientific research since the mid-20th century. Methods for producing interchangeable parts[image: External link] were developed by the U.S. War Department by the Federal Armories during the first half of the 19th century. This technology, along with the establishment of a machine tool[image: External link] industry, enabled the U.S. to have large scale manufacturing of sewing machines, bicycles and other items in the late 19th century and became known as the American system of manufacturing[image: External link]. Factory electrification[image: External link] in the early 20th century and introduction of the assembly line[image: External link] and other labor saving techniques created the system called mass production[image: External link].[610]

In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link] was awarded the first U.S. patent for the telephone[image: External link]. Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s research laboratory[image: External link], one of the first of its kind, developed the phonograph[image: External link], the first long-lasting light bulb[image: External link], and the first viable movie camera[image: External link].[611] The latter lead to emergence of the worldwide entertainment industry[image: External link]. In the early 20th century, the automobile companies of Ransom E. Olds[image: External link] and Henry Ford[image: External link] popularized the assembly line[image: External link]. The Wright brothers[image: External link], in 1903, made the first sustained and controlled heavier-than-air powered flight[image: External link].[612]

The rise of Fascism[image: External link] and Nazism[image: External link] in the 1920s and 1930s led many European scientists, including Albert Einstein[image: External link], Enrico Fermi[image: External link], and John von Neumann[image: External link], to immigrate to the United States.[613] During World War II, the Manhattan Project[image: External link] developed nuclear weapons, ushering in the Atomic Age[image: External link], while the Space Race[image: External link] produced rapid advances in rocketry, materials science[image: External link], and aeronautics[image: External link].[614][615]

The invention of the transistor[image: External link] in the 1950s, a key active component in practically all modern electronics[image: External link], led to many technological developments and a significant expansion of the U.S. technology industry.[616][617][618] This in turn led to the establishment of many new technology companies and regions around the country such as in Silicon Valley[image: External link] in California. Advancements by American microprocessor[image: External link] companies such as Advanced Micro Devices[image: External link] (AMD), and Intel[image: External link] along with both computer software[image: External link] and hardware[image: External link] companies that include Adobe Systems[image: External link], Apple Computer[image: External link], IBM[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], and Sun Microsystems[image: External link] created and popularized the personal computer[image: External link]. The ARPANET[image: External link] was developed in the 1960s to meet Defense Department[image: External link] requirements, and became the first of a series of networks which evolved[image: External link] into the Internet[image: External link].[619]

These advancements then lead to greater personalization[image: External link] of technology for individual use.[620] As of 2013, 83.8% of American households owned at least one computer[image: External link], and 73.3% had high-speed Internet service.[621] 91% of Americans also own a mobile phone as of May 2013.[622] The United States ranks highly with regard to freedom of use of the internet.[623]

In the 21st century, approximately two-thirds of research and development funding comes from the private sector.[624] The United States leads the world in scientific research papers and impact factor[image: External link].[625]
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See also: Health care in the United States[image: External link], Health care reform in the United States[image: External link], and Health insurance in the United States[image: External link]


PPP-adjusted, compared amongst various first world nations.]] The United States has a life expectancy of 79.8 years at birth, up from 75.2 years in 1990.[627][628][629] Increasing obesity in the United States and health improvements elsewhere have contributed to lowering the country's rank in life expectancy from 1987, when it was 11th in the world.[630] Obesity rates in the United States[image: External link] are amongst the highest in the world.[631]

Approximately one-third of the adult population is obese and an additional third is overweight;[632] the obesity rate, the highest in the industrialized world, has more than doubled in the last quarter-century.[633] Obesity-related type 2 diabetes[image: External link] is considered epidemic by health care professionals.[634] The infant mortality rate of 6.17 per thousand places the United States 56th-lowest out of 224 countries.[635]

In 2010, coronary artery disease[image: External link], lung cancer[image: External link], stroke[image: External link], chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases[image: External link], and traffic accidents caused the most years of life lost in the U.S. Low back pain, depression[image: External link], musculoskeletal disorders[image: External link], neck pain, and anxiety[image: External link] caused the most years lost to disability. The most deleterious risk factors[image: External link] were poor diet, tobacco smoking, obesity, high blood pressure[image: External link], high blood sugar[image: External link], physical inactivity[image: External link], and alcohol use. Alzheimer's disease[image: External link], drug abuse, kidney disease[image: External link] and cancer, and falls caused the most additional years of life lost over their age-adjusted 1990 per-capita rates.[629] U.S. teenage pregnancy and abortion rates are substantially higher than in other Western nations, especially among blacks and Hispanics.[636]

The U.S. is a global leader in medical innovation. America solely developed or contributed significantly to 9 of the top 10 most important medical innovations since 1975 as ranked by a 2001 poll of physicians, while the European Union and Switzerland together contributed to five.[637] Since 1966, more Americans have received the Nobel Prize in Medicine[image: External link] than the rest of the world combined. From 1989 to 2002, four times more money was invested in private biotechnology companies in America than in Europe.[638] The U.S. health-care system far outspends[image: External link] any other nation, measured in both per capita spending and percentage of GDP.[639]

Health-care coverage in the United States is a combination of public and private efforts and is not universal[image: External link]. In 2014, 13.4% of the population did not carry health insurance[image: External link].[640] The subject of uninsured and underinsured Americans is a major political issue.[641][642] In 2006, Massachusetts[image: External link] became the first state to mandate universal health insurance.[643] Federal legislation[image: External link] passed in early 2010 would ostensibly create a near-universal health insurance system around the country by 2014, though the bill and its ultimate effect are issues of controversy.[644][645]
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^ English is the official language[image: External link] of 32 states; English and Hawaiian[image: External link] are both official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], and English and 20 Indigenous languages[image: External link] are official in Alaska[image: External link]. Algonquian[image: External link], Cherokee[image: External link], and Sioux[image: External link] are among many other official languages in Native-controlled lands throughout the country. French[image: External link] is a de facto, but unofficial, language in Maine[image: External link] and Louisiana[image: External link], while New Mexico[image: External link] law grants Spanish[image: External link] a special status.[4][5][6][7]


	
^ In five territories, English as well as one or more indigenous languages are official: Spanish[image: External link] in Puerto Rico, Samoan[image: External link] in American Samoa, Chamorro[image: External link] in both Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. Carolinian[image: External link] is also an official language in the Northern Mariana Islands.


	
^ Whether the United States or China[image: External link] is larger has been disputed[image: External link]. The figure given is from the U.S. Census and United Nations.[11]


	
^ See Time in the United States[image: External link] for details about laws governing time zones in the United States.


	
^ Except American Samoa[image: External link] and the Virgin Islands[image: External link].


	
^ The five major territories are American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], Puerto Rico, and the United States Virgin Islands[image: External link]. There are eleven smaller island areas without permanent populations: Baker Island[image: External link], Howland Island[image: External link], Jarvis Island[image: External link], Johnston Atoll[image: External link], Kingman Reef[image: External link], Midway Atoll[image: External link], and Palmyra Atoll[image: External link]. U.S. sovereignty over Bajo Nuevo Bank[image: External link], Navassa Island[image: External link], Serranilla Bank[image: External link], and Wake Island[image: External link] is disputed.[19]


	
^ The following two primary sources (non-mirrored) represent the range (min./max.) of total area for China and the United States. Both sources exclude Taiwan from the area of China.


	The Encyclopædia Britannica lists China as world's third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with a total area of 9,572,900 sq km,[21] and the United States as fourth-largest at 9,526,468 sq km. The figure for the United States is less than in the CIA Factbook because it excludes coastal and territorial waters.[22]

	The CIA World Factbook lists the United States as the third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with total area of 9,833,517 sq km,[23] and China as fourth-largest at 9,596,960 sq km.[24] This figure for the United States is greater than in the Encyclopædia Britannica because it includes coastal and territorial waters.







	
^ The United States has a very diverse population; 37 ancestry groups[image: External link] have more than one million members.[232] German Americans[image: External link] are the largest ethnic group (more than 50 million) – followed by Irish Americans[image: External link] (circa 37 million), Mexican Americans[image: External link] (circa 31 million) and English Americans[image: External link] (circa 28 million).[233][234] White Americans[image: External link] are the largest racial group[image: External link]; black Americans[image: External link] are the nation's largest racial minority[image: External link] (note that in the U.S. Census, Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] are counted as an ethnic group, not a "racial" group), and third-largest ancestry group.[232] Asian Americans[image: External link] are the country's second-largest racial minority; the three largest Asian American ethnic groups are Chinese Americans[image: External link], Filipino Americans[image: External link], and Indian Americans[image: External link].[232]


	
^ Fertility[image: External link] is also a factor; in 2010 the average Hispanic woman gave birth to 2.35 children in her lifetime, compared to 1.97 for non-Hispanic black women and 1.79 for non-Hispanic white women (both below the replacement rate[image: External link] of 2.1).[248] Minorities[image: External link] (as defined by the Census Bureau as all those beside non-Hispanic, non-multiracial whites) constituted 36.3% of the population in 2010 (this is nearly 40% in 2015),[249] and over 50% of children under age one,[250] and are projected to constitute the majority by 2042.[251] This contradicts the report by the National Vital Statistics Reports, based on the U.S. census data, which concludes that 54% (2,162,406 out of 3,999,386 in 2010) of births were non-Hispanic white.[248] The Hispanic birth rate plummeted 25% between 2006 and 2013 while the rate for non-Hispanics decreased just 5%.[252]


	
^ Source: 2015 American Community Survey[image: External link], U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link]. Most respondents who speak a language other than English at home also report speaking English "well" or "very well" For the language groups listed above, the strongest English-language proficiency is among speakers of German (96% report that they speak English "well" or "very well"), followed by speakers of French (93.5%), Tagalog (92.8%), Spanish (74.1%), Korean (71.5%), Chinese (70.4%), and Vietnamese (66.9%).


	
^ In January 2015, U.S. federal government debt held by the public was approximately $13 trillion, or about 72% of U.S. GDP. Intra-governmental holdings stood at $5 trillion, giving a combined total debt of $18.080 trillion.[372][373] By 2012, total federal debt had surpassed 100% of U.S. GDP.[374] The U.S. has a credit rating[image: External link] of AA+ from Standard & Poor's[image: External link], AAA from Fitch[image: External link], and AAA from Moody's[image: External link].[375]


	
^ The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute[image: External link], SIPRI, found that the United States' arms industry[image: External link] was the world's biggest exporter of major weapons from 2005 to 2009,[438] and remained the largest exporter of major weapons during a period between 2010 and 2014, followed by Russia, China (PRC), and Germany.[439]


	
^ Droughts are likely to particularly affect the 66 percent of Americans whose communities depend on surface water.[518] As for drinking water quality, there are concerns about disinfection by-products, lead[image: External link], perchlorates[image: External link] and pharmaceutical substances, but generally drinking water quality in the U.S.[image: External link] is good.[519]
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United Kingdom






This article is about the country. It is not to be confused with Great Britain[image: External link], its largest island whose name is also loosely applied to the whole country.

"UK" redirects here. For other uses, see UK (disambiguation)[image: External link] and United Kingdom (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as the United Kingdom (UK) or Britain, is a sovereign country[image: External link] in western Europe. Lying off the north-western coast of the European mainland[image: External link], the United Kingdom includes the island of Great Britain[image: External link], the north-eastern part of the island of Ireland[image: External link] and many smaller islands.[11] Northern Ireland[image: External link] is the only part of the United Kingdom that shares a land border[image: External link] with another sovereign state‍—‌the Republic of Ireland.[note 9] Apart from this land border, the United Kingdom is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link], with the North Sea[image: External link] to its east, the English Channel[image: External link] to its south and the Celtic Sea[image: External link] to its south-south-west, giving it the 12th-longest coastline in the world[image: External link]. The Irish Sea[image: External link] lies between Great Britain and Ireland. With an area of 242,500 square kilometres (93,600 sq mi), the United Kingdom is the 78th-largest sovereign state in the world[image: External link] and the 11th-largest in Europe[image: External link]. It is also the 21st-most populous country, with an estimated 65.1 million inhabitants.[12] Together, this makes it the fourth-most densely populated country[image: External link] in the European Union[image: External link] (EU).[note 10][13]

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy[image: External link] with a parliamentary system[image: External link] of governance.[14][15] The monarch[image: External link] is Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link], who has reigned[image: External link] since 6 February 1952. The capital[image: External link] of the United Kingdom and its largest city is London[image: External link], a global city[image: External link] and financial centre[image: External link] with an urban area population of 10.3 million, the fourth-largest in Europe and second-largest in the European Union[image: External link].[16] Other major urban areas in the United Kingdom[image: External link] include the conurbations[image: External link] centred on Birmingham[image: External link], Leeds[image: External link], Glasgow[image: External link], Liverpool[image: External link] and Manchester[image: External link]. The United Kingdom consists of four countries[image: External link]— England[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link], Wales[image: External link] and Northern Ireland[image: External link].[17] The last three have devolved[image: External link] administrations,[18] each with varying powers,[19][20] based in their capitals, Edinburgh[image: External link], Cardiff[image: External link] and Belfast[image: External link], respectively. The nearby Isle of Man[image: External link], Bailiwick of Guernsey[image: External link] and Bailiwick of Jersey[image: External link] are not part of the United Kingdom, being Crown dependencies[image: External link] with the British Government[image: External link] responsible for defence and international representation.[21]

The relationships among the countries of the UK have changed over time[image: External link]. Wales was annexed by the Kingdom of England[image: External link] under the Laws in Wales Acts 1535 and 1542[image: External link]. A treaty[image: External link] between England and Scotland[image: External link] resulted in 1707 in a unified Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link], which merged in 1801 with the Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link] to form the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link]. Five-sixths of Ireland seceded from the UK in 1922, leaving the present formulation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.[note 11] There are fourteen British Overseas Territories[image: External link].[22] These are the remnants of the British Empire which, at its height in the 1920s, encompassed almost a quarter of the world's land mass and was the largest empire in history[image: External link]. British influence can be observed in the language, culture and legal systems of many of its former colonies[image: External link].

The United Kingdom is a developed country[image: External link] and has the world's fifth-largest economy by nominal GDP and ninth-largest economy by purchasing power parity. The UK is considered to have a high-income economy and is categorised as very high in the Human Development Index[image: External link], ranking 16th in the world[image: External link]. It was the world's first industrialised[image: External link] country and the world's foremost power[image: External link] during the 19th and early 20th centuries.[23][24] The UK remains a great power[image: External link] with considerable economic, cultural, military, scientific and political influence[image: External link] internationally.[25][26] It is a recognised nuclear weapons state[image: External link] and is seventh in military expenditure[image: External link] in the world.[27] The UK has been a permanent member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] since its first session in 1946. It has been a leading member state[image: External link] of the EU and its predecessor, the European Economic Community[image: External link] (EEC), since 1973. However, on 23 June 2016, a national referendum on the UK's membership of the EU[image: External link] resulted in a decision to leave, and its exit from the EU is currently being negotiated[image: External link]. The UK is also a member of the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link], the Council of Europe[image: External link], the G7 finance ministers[image: External link], the G7 forum[image: External link], the G20[image: External link], NATO[image: External link], the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD), and the World Trade Organization[image: External link] (WTO).
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 Etymology and terminology




See also: Britain (place name)[image: External link] and Terminology of the British Isles[image: External link]


The 1707 Acts of Union[image: External link] declared that the kingdoms of England[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link] were "United into One Kingdom by the Name of Great Britain[image: External link]", though the new state is also referred to in the Acts as the "Kingdom of Great Britain", "United Kingdom of Great Britain" and "United Kingdom".[28][29][note 12] However, the term "United Kingdom" is only found in informal use during the 18th century and the country was only occasionally referred to as the "United Kingdom of Great Britain"—its full official name, from 1707 to 1800, being merely "Great Britain", without a "long form".[30][31][32][33][34] The Acts of Union 1800[image: External link] united the Kingdom of Great Britain and the Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link] in 1801, forming the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link]. The name "United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland"[note 13] was adopted following the independence of the Irish Free State[image: External link] and the partition of Ireland[image: External link] in 1922, which left Northern Ireland as the only part of the island of Ireland within the United Kingdom.[35]

Although the United Kingdom, as a sovereign state, is a country, England, Scotland, Wales and, to a lesser degree, Northern Ireland, are also regarded as countries, though they are not sovereign states.[36][37] Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have devolved self-government.[38][39] The British Prime Minister's website has used the phrase "countries within a country" to describe the United Kingdom.[17] Some statistical summaries, such as those for the twelve NUTS 1 regions of the United Kingdom[image: External link], also refer to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland as "regions".[40][41] Northern Ireland is also referred to as a "province".[42][43] With regard to Northern Ireland, the descriptive name used "can be controversial, with the choice often revealing one's political preferences".[44]

The term "Britain"[note 14] is often used as synonym for the United Kingdom. The term "Great Britain", by contrast, refers conventionally to the island of Great Britain, or politically to England, Scotland and Wales in combination.[45][46][47] However, it is sometimes used as a loose synonym for the United Kingdom as a whole.[48][49] GB and GBR are the standard[image: External link] country codes for the United Kingdom (see ISO 3166-2[image: External link] and ISO 3166-1 alpha-3[image: External link]) and are consequently used by international organisations to refer to the United Kingdom. Additionally, the United Kingdom's Olympic team competes under the name "Great Britain" or "Team GB".[50][51]

The adjective "British" is commonly used to refer to matters relating to the United Kingdom. The term has no definite legal connotation, but is used in law to refer to United Kingdom citizenship and matters to do with nationality[image: External link].[52] People of the United Kingdom use a number of different terms to describe their national identity and may identify themselves as being British[image: External link]; or as being English[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link], Northern Irish[image: External link], or Irish[image: External link];[53] or as being both.[54]

In 2006, a new design of British passport[image: External link] was introduced. Its first page shows the long form name of the state in English, Welsh[image: External link] and Scottish Gaelic[image: External link].[55] In Welsh, the long form name of the state is "Teyrnas Unedig Prydain Fawr a Gogledd Iwerddon", with "Teyrnas Unedig" being used as a short form name on government websites.[56] However, it is usually abbreviated to "DU" for the mutated form "Y Deyrnas Unedig". In Scottish Gaelic, the long form is "Rìoghachd Aonaichte Bhreatainn is Èireann a Tuath" and the short form "Rìoghachd Aonaichte".
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See also: History of the British Isles[image: External link]
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 Before 1707




Main articles: History of England[image: External link], History of Wales[image: External link], History of Scotland[image: External link], History of Ireland[image: External link], and History of the formation of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Settlement by anatomically modern humans[image: External link] of what was to become the United Kingdom occurred in waves beginning by about 30,000 years ago[image: External link].[57] By the end of the region's prehistoric period[image: External link], the population is thought to have belonged, in the main, to a culture termed Insular Celtic[image: External link], comprising Brythonic Britain[image: External link] and Gaelic Ireland[image: External link].[58] The Roman conquest[image: External link], beginning in 43 AD, and the 400-year rule of southern Britain[image: External link], was followed by an invasion by Germanic[image: External link] Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] settlers, reducing the Brythonic area mainly to what was to become Wales[image: External link] and the historic Kingdom of Strathclyde[image: External link].[59] Most of the region settled by the Anglo-Saxons[image: External link] became unified as the Kingdom of England[image: External link] in the 10th century.[60] Meanwhile, Gaelic-speakers in north-west Britain[image: External link] (with connections to the north-east of Ireland and traditionally supposed to have migrated from there in the 5th century)[61][62] united with the Picts[image: External link] to create the Kingdom of Scotland[image: External link] in the 9th century.[63]

In 1066, the Normans[image: External link] invaded England from France and after its conquest[image: External link], seized large parts of Wales[image: External link], conquered much of Ireland[image: External link] and were invited to settle in Scotland[image: External link], bringing to each country feudalism[image: External link] on the Northern French model and Norman-French[image: External link] culture.[64] The Norman elites[image: External link] greatly influenced, but eventually assimilated with, each of the local cultures.[65] Subsequent medieval English kings[image: External link] completed the conquest of Wales[image: External link] and made an unsuccessful attempt to annex Scotland[image: External link]. Following the Declaration of Arbroath[image: External link], Scotland maintained its independence, albeit in near-constant conflict with England[image: External link]. The English monarchs, through inheritance of substantial territories in France[image: External link] and claims to the French crown, were also heavily involved in conflicts in France, most notably the Hundred Years War[image: External link], while the Kings of Scots[image: External link] were in an alliance with the French[image: External link] during this period.[66]

The early modern period[image: External link] saw religious conflict resulting from the Reformation[image: External link] and the introduction of Protestant[image: External link] state churches in each country.[67] Wales was fully incorporated into the Kingdom of England[image: External link],[68] and Ireland was constituted as a kingdom in personal union with the English crown.[69] In what was to become Northern Ireland, the lands of the independent Catholic Gaelic nobility were confiscated and given to Protestant settlers[image: External link] from England and Scotland.[70]

In 1603, the kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland were united in a personal union[image: External link] when James VI, King of Scots[image: External link], inherited the crowns of England and Ireland and moved his court from Edinburgh to London; each country nevertheless remained a separate political entity and retained its separate political, legal, and religious institutions.[71][72]

In the mid-17th century, all three kingdoms were involved in a series of connected wars[image: External link] (including the English Civil War[image: External link]) which led to the temporary overthrow of the monarchy and the establishment of the short-lived unitary republic[image: External link] of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland[image: External link].[73][74] During the 17th and 18th centuries, British sailors were involved in acts of piracy[image: External link] ( privateering[image: External link]), attacking and stealing from ships off the coast of Europe and the Caribbean.[75]

Although the monarchy was restored[image: External link], the Interregnum[image: External link] ensured (along with the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688 and the subsequent Bill of Rights 1689[image: External link], and the Claim of Right Act 1689[image: External link]) that, unlike much of the rest of Europe, royal absolutism[image: External link] would not prevail, and a professed Catholic could never accede to the throne. The British constitution[image: External link] would develop on the basis of constitutional monarchy[image: External link] and the parliamentary system[image: External link].[76] With the founding of the Royal Society[image: External link] in 1660, science was greatly encouraged. During this period, particularly in England, the development of naval power[image: External link] (and the interest in voyages of discovery[image: External link]) led to the acquisition and settlement of overseas colonies[image: External link], particularly in North America.[77][78]
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 After the Acts of Union of 1707




Main article: History of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


On 1 May 1707, the united Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link] came into being, the result of Acts of Union[image: External link] being passed by the parliaments of England and Scotland to ratify the 1706 Treaty of Union[image: External link] and so unite the two kingdoms.[79][80][81]

In the 18th century, cabinet government developed under Robert Walpole[image: External link], in practice the first prime minister (1721–1742). A series of Jacobite Uprisings[image: External link] sought to remove the Protestant House of Hanover[image: External link] from the British throne and restore the Catholic House of Stuart[image: External link]. The Jacobites were finally defeated at the Battle of Culloden[image: External link] in 1746, after which the Scottish Highlanders[image: External link] were brutally suppressed. The British colonies in North America that broke away from Britain in the American War of Independence[image: External link] became the United States of America, recognised by Britain in 1783. British imperial ambition turned elsewhere, particularly to India[image: External link].[82]

During the 18th century, Britain was involved in the Atlantic slave trade[image: External link]. British ships[image: External link] transported an estimated two million slaves from Africa to the West Indies before banning the trade in 1807, banning slavery in 1833, and taking a leading role in the movement to abolish slavery worldwide by pressing other nations to end their trade with a series of treaties, and then formed the world's oldest international human rights organisation, Anti-Slavery International[image: External link], in London in 1839.[83][84][85] The term "United Kingdom" became official in 1801 when the parliaments of Britain and Ireland each passed an Act of Union[image: External link], uniting the two kingdoms and creating the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link].[86]

In the early 19th century, the British-led Industrial Revolution[image: External link] began to transform the country. Gradually political power shifted away from the old Tory[image: External link] and Whig[image: External link] landowning classes towards the new industrialists. An alliance of merchants and industrialists with the Whigs[image: External link] would lead to a new party, the Liberals[image: External link], with an ideology of free trade[image: External link] and laissez-faire[image: External link]. In 1832 Parliament passed the Great Reform Act[image: External link], which began the transfer of political power from the aristocracy to the middle classes. In the countryside, enclosure[image: External link] of the land was driving small farmers out. Towns and cities began to swell with a new urban working class. Few ordinary workers had the vote, and they created their own organisations in the form of trade unions[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

After the defeat of France at the end of the Revolutionary[image: External link] and Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] (1792–1815), Great Britain emerged as the principal naval and imperial power of the 19th century (with London the largest city in the world from about 1830).[87] Unchallenged at sea[image: External link], British dominance was later described as Pax Britannica[image: External link] ("British Peace"), a period of relative peace in Europe and the world (1815–1914) during which the British Empire became the global hegemon[image: External link] and adopted the role of global policeman.[88][89][90][91] By the time of the Great Exhibition[image: External link] of 1851, Britain was described as the "workshop of the world".[92] The British Empire was expanded to include India[image: External link], large parts of Africa[image: External link] and many other territories throughout the world. Alongside the formal control it exerted over its own colonies, British dominance of much of world trade meant that it effectively controlled the economies of many regions[image: External link], such as Asia and Latin America.[93][94] Domestically, political attitudes favoured free trade and laissez-faire policies and a gradual widening of the voting franchise. During the century, the population increased at a dramatic rate, accompanied by rapid urbanisation, causing significant social and economic stresses.[95] To seek new markets and sources of raw materials, the Conservative Party[image: External link] under Disraeli[image: External link] launched a period of imperialist expansion in Egypt, South Africa, and elsewhere. Canada, Australia, and New Zealand became self-governing dominions.[96] After the turn of the century, Britain's industrial dominance was challenged by the United States and Germany. [97]

Social reform and home rule for Ireland were important domestic issues after 1900. The Labour Party[image: External link] emerged from an alliance of trade unions and small Socialist groups in 1900, and suffragettes[image: External link] campaigned for women's right to vote before 1914.[98]

Briain fought with France, Russia and (after 1917) the United States, against Germany and its allies in the First World War[image: External link] (1914–1918).[99] British armed forces were engaged across much of the British Empire and in several regions of Europe, particularly on the Western front[image: External link].[100] The high fatalities of trench warfare caused the loss of much of a generation of men, with lasting social effects in the nation and a great disruption in the social order.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After the war, Britain received the League of Nations[image: External link] mandate over a number of former German and Ottoman[image: External link] colonies. The British Empire reached its greatest extent, covering a fifth of the world's land surface and a quarter of its population.[101] However, Britain had suffered 2.5 million casualties and finished the war with a huge national debt.[100]

The rise of Irish nationalism[image: External link], and disputes within Ireland over the terms of Irish Home Rule[image: External link], led eventually to the partition of the island[image: External link] in 1921.[102] The Irish Free State[image: External link] became independent with Dominion status[image: External link] in 1922. Northern Ireland remained part of the United Kingdom.[103] A wave of strikes in the mid-1920s culminated in the General Strike of 1926[image: External link]. Britain had still not recovered from the effects of the war when the Great Depression[image: External link] (1929–1932) occurred. This led to considerable unemployment and hardship in the old industrial areas, as well as political and social unrest in the 1930s, with rising membership in communist and socialist parties. A coalition government was formed in 1931.[104]

Britain entered the Second World War[image: External link] by declaring war on Nazi Germany in 1939, after it had invaded Poland. Winston Churchill[image: External link] became prime minister and head of a coalition government in 1940. Despite the defeat of its European allies in the first year of the war, Briain and its Empire continued the fight alone against Germany. In 1940, the RAF[image: External link] defeated the German Luftwaffe[image: External link] in a struggle for control of the skies in the Battle of Britain[image: External link]. Urban areas suffered heavy bombing during the Blitz[image: External link]. There were also eventual hard-fought victories in the Battle of the Atlantic[image: External link], the North Africa campaign[image: External link] and Burma campaign[image: External link]. British forces played an important role in the Normandy landings[image: External link] of 1944, achieved with its United States ally.
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Main articles: Political history of the United Kingdom (1945–present)[image: External link] and Social history of the United Kingdom (1945–present)[image: External link]


After the end of the Second World War in 1945, the UK was one of the Big Four[image: External link] powers (the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the US and China) who met to plan the post-war world;[105][106] it was an original signatory to the Declaration of the United Nations[image: External link]. The UK became one of the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link]. However, the war left the UK severely weakened and depending financially on the Marshall Plan[image: External link].[107] In the immediate post-war years, the Labour government[image: External link] initiated a radical programme of reforms, which had a significant effect on British society in the following decades.[108] Major industries and public utilities were nationalised[image: External link], a welfare state[image: External link] was established, and a comprehensive, publicly funded healthcare system, the National Health Service[image: External link], was created.[109] The rise of nationalism in the colonies coincided with Britain's now much-diminished economic position, so that a policy of decolonisation[image: External link] was unavoidable. Independence was granted to India and Pakistan in 1947.[110] Over the next three decades, most colonies of the British Empire gained their independence. Many became members of the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link].[111]

Although the UK was the third country to develop a nuclear weapons arsenal[image: External link] (with its first atomic bomb test[image: External link] in 1952), the new post-war limits of Britain's international role were illustrated by the Suez Crisis[image: External link] of 1956. The international spread of the English language ensured the continuing international influence of its literature[image: External link] and culture[image: External link].[112][113] As a result of a shortage of workers in the 1950s, the government encouraged immigration[image: External link] from Commonwealth countries[image: External link]. In the following decades, the UK became a more multi-ethnic society than before.[114] Despite rising living standards in the late 1950s and 1960s, the UK's economic performance was not as successful as many of its competitors, such as West Germany and Japan.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the decade-long process of European integration[image: External link], the UK was a founding member of the alliance called the Western European Union[image: External link], established with the London and Paris Conferences[image: External link] in 1954. In 1960 the UK was one of the seven founding members of the European Free Trade Association[image: External link] (EFTA), but in 1973 it left to join the European Communities[image: External link] (EC). When the EC became the European Union[image: External link] (EU) in 1992, the UK was one of the 12 founding members. The Treaty of Lisbon[image: External link] was signed in 2007, which forms the constitutional basis of the European Union since then.[citation needed[image: External link]]

From the late 1960s, Northern Ireland suffered communal and paramilitary violence (sometimes affecting other parts of the UK) conventionally known as the Troubles[image: External link]. It is usually considered to have ended with the Belfast "Good Friday" Agreement[image: External link] of 1998.[117][118][119]

Following a period of widespread economic slowdown and industrial strife in the 1970s, the Conservative government of the 1980s[image: External link] under Margaret Thatcher[image: External link] initiated a radical policy of monetarism[image: External link], deregulation, particularly of the financial sector (for example, Big Bang[image: External link] in 1986) and labour markets, the sale of state-owned companies ( privatisation[image: External link]), and the withdrawal of subsidies to others.[120] This resulted in high unemployment and social unrest, but ultimately also economic growth, particularly in the services sector. From 1984, the economy was helped by the inflow of substantial North Sea oil[image: External link] revenues.[121]

Around the end of the 20th century there were major changes to the governance of the UK with the establishment of devolved[image: External link] administrations for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.[122] The statutory incorporation[image: External link] followed acceptance of the European Convention on Human Rights[image: External link]. The UK is still a key global player diplomatically and militarily. It plays leading roles in the EU, UN and NATO. However, controversy surrounds some of Britain's overseas military deployments[image: External link], particularly in Afghanistan[image: External link] and Iraq[image: External link].[123]

The 2008 global financial crisis[image: External link] severely affected the UK economy. The coalition government[image: External link] of 2010 introduced austerity measures intended to tackle the substantial public deficits which resulted.[124] In 2014 the Scottish Government[image: External link] held a referendum on Scottish independence[image: External link], with 55% of voters rejecting the independence proposal and opting to remain within the United Kingdom.[125] In 2016, the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union[image: External link].[126] The legal process of leaving the EU began on 29 March 2017, with the UK's invocation of Article 50[image: External link] of the Treaty of Lisbon, formally notifying the EU of the UK's intention to leave. The article stipulates that the negotiations to leave will last at least two years. The UK remains a full member of the EU during this time.[127][128]
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Main article: Geography of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The total area of the United Kingdom is approximately 243,610 square kilometres (94,060 sq mi). The country occupies the major part of the British Isles[image: External link][129] archipelago[image: External link] and includes the island of Great Britain, the north-eastern one-sixth of the island of Ireland and some smaller surrounding islands. It lies between the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea with the south-east coast coming within 22 miles (35 km) of the coast of northern France, from which it is separated by the English Channel[image: External link].[130] In 1993 10% of the UK was forested, 46% used for pastures and 25% cultivated for agriculture.[131] The Royal Greenwich Observatory[image: External link] in London is the defining point of the Prime Meridian[image: External link].[132]

The United Kingdom lies between latitudes 49°[image: External link] to 61° N[image: External link], and longitudes 9° W[image: External link] to 2° E[image: External link]. Northern Ireland shares a 224-mile (360 km) land boundary with the Republic of Ireland.[130] The coastline of Great Britain is 11,073 miles (17,820 km) long.[133] It is connected to continental Europe[image: External link] by the Channel Tunnel[image: External link], which at 31 miles (50 km) (24 miles (38 km) underwater) is the longest underwater tunnel in the world.[134]

England[image: External link] accounts for just over half of the total area of the UK, covering 130,395 square kilometres (50,350 sq mi).[135] Most of the country consists of lowland terrain,[131] with mountainous terrain north-west of the Tees-Exe line[image: External link]; including the Cumbrian Mountains[image: External link] of the Lake District, the Pennines[image: External link], Exmoor[image: External link] and Dartmoor[image: External link]. The main rivers and estuaries are the Thames[image: External link], Severn[image: External link] and the Humber[image: External link]. England's highest mountain is Scafell Pike[image: External link] (978 metres (3,209 ft)) in the Lake District[image: External link]. Its principal rivers[image: External link] are the Severn, Thames, Humber, Tees, Tyne, Tweed, Avon, Exe and Mersey.[131]

Scotland[image: External link] accounts for just under a third of the total area of the UK, covering 78,772 square kilometres (30,410 sq mi)[136] and including nearly eight hundred islands[image: External link],[137] predominantly west and north of the mainland; notably the Hebrides[image: External link], Orkney Islands[image: External link] and Shetland Islands[image: External link]. Scotland is the most mountainous country in the UK and its topography is distinguished by the Highland Boundary Fault[image: External link]—a geological rock fracture[image: External link]—which traverses Scotland from Arran[image: External link] in the west to Stonehaven[image: External link] in the east.[138] The fault[image: External link] separates two distinctively different regions; namely the Highlands[image: External link] to the north and west and the lowlands[image: External link] to the south and east. The more rugged Highland region contains the majority of Scotland's mountainous land, including Ben Nevis[image: External link] which at 1,343 metres (4,406 ft) is the highest point in the British Isles.[139] Lowland areas—especially the narrow waist of land between the Firth of Clyde[image: External link] and the Firth of Forth[image: External link] known as the Central Belt[image: External link]—are flatter and home to most of the population including Glasgow[image: External link], Scotland's largest city, and Edinburgh[image: External link], its capital and political centre, although upland and mountainous terrain lies within the Southern Uplands[image: External link].

Wales[image: External link] accounts for less than a tenth of the total area of the UK, covering 20,779 square kilometres (8,020 sq mi).[140] Wales is mostly mountainous, though South Wales[image: External link] is less mountainous than North[image: External link] and mid Wales[image: External link]. The main population and industrial areas are in South Wales, consisting of the coastal cities of Cardiff[image: External link], Swansea[image: External link] and Newport[image: External link], and the South Wales Valleys[image: External link] to their north. The highest mountains in Wales are in Snowdonia[image: External link] and include Snowdon[image: External link] ( Welsh[image: External link]: Yr Wyddfa) which, at 1,085 metres (3,560 ft), is the highest peak in Wales.[131] The 14, or possibly 15, Welsh mountains over 3,000 feet (910 metres) high are known collectively as the Welsh 3000s[image: External link]. Wales has over 2,704 kilometres (1,680 miles) of coastline.[133] Several islands lie off the Welsh mainland, the largest of which is Anglesey[image: External link] (Ynys Môn) in the north-west.

Northern Ireland[image: External link], separated from Great Britain by the Irish Sea[image: External link] and North Channel[image: External link], has an area of 14,160 square kilometres (5,470 sq mi) and is mostly hilly. It includes Lough Neagh[image: External link] which, at 388 square kilometres (150 sq mi), is the largest lake in the British Isles by area.[141] The highest peak in Northern Ireland is Slieve Donard[image: External link] in the Mourne Mountains[image: External link] at 852 metres (2,795 ft).[131]
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Main article: Climate of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The United Kingdom has a temperate climate, with plentiful rainfall all year round.[130] The temperature varies with the seasons seldom dropping below −11  °C[image: External link] (12  °F[image: External link]) or rising above 35 °C (95 °F).[142] The prevailing wind is from the south-west and bears frequent spells of mild and wet weather from the Atlantic Ocean,[130] although the eastern parts are mostly sheltered from this wind since the majority of the rain falls over the western regions the eastern parts are therefore the driest. Atlantic currents, warmed by the Gulf Stream[image: External link], bring mild winters;[143] especially in the west where winters are wet and even more so over high ground. Summers are warmest in the south-east of England, being closest to the European mainland, and coolest in the north. Heavy snowfall can occur in winter and early spring on high ground, and occasionally settles to great depth away from the hills.
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Main article: Administrative geography of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


There is no consistent system of administrative or geographic demarcation across the United Kingdom.[144] Each country of the United Kingdom has its own arrangements, whose origins often pre-date the UK's formation. Until the 19th century there was little change to those arrangements, but there has since been a constant evolution of role and function,[145] most significantly the devolution of powers to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The organisation of local government in England[image: External link] is complex, with the distribution of functions varying according to local arrangements. Legislation concerning local government in England is the responsibility of the UK's parliament and the government, as England has no devolved legislature. The upper-tier subdivisions of England[image: External link] are the nine regions[image: External link], now used primarily for statistical purposes.[146] One region, Greater London[image: External link], has had a directly elected assembly and mayor since 2000 following popular support for the proposal in a referendum[image: External link].[147] It was intended that other regions would also be given their own elected regional assemblies[image: External link], but a proposed assembly in the North East[image: External link] region was rejected by a referendum in 2004[image: External link].[148] Below the regional tier, some parts of England have county councils[image: External link] and district councils and others have unitary authorities[image: External link]; while London consists of 32 London boroughs[image: External link] and the City of London[image: External link]. Councillors are elected by the first-past-the-post[image: External link] system in single-member wards or by the multi-member plurality system[image: External link] in multi-member wards.[149]

For local government purposes[image: External link], Scotland is divided into 32 council areas[image: External link], with wide variation in both size and population. The cities of Glasgow[image: External link], Edinburgh, Aberdeen[image: External link] and Dundee[image: External link] are separate council areas, as is the Highland Council[image: External link] which includes a third of Scotland's area but only just over 200,000 people. Local councils are made up of elected councillors, of whom there are 1,223;[150] they are paid a part-time salary. Elections are conducted by single transferable vote[image: External link] in multi-member wards that elect either three or four councillors. Each council elects a Provost[image: External link], or Convenor[image: External link], to chair meetings of the council and to act as a figurehead for the area. Councillors[image: External link] are subject to a code of conduct[image: External link] enforced by the Standards Commission for Scotland[image: External link].[151] The representative association of Scotland's local authorities is the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities[image: External link] (COSLA).[152]

Local government in Wales[image: External link] consists of 22 unitary authorities. These include the cities of Cardiff, Swansea and Newport which are unitary authorities in their own right.[153] Elections are held every four years under the first-past-the-post system.[153] The most recent elections were held in May 2012, except for the Isle of Anglesey[image: External link]. The Welsh Local Government Association[image: External link] represents the interests of local authorities in Wales.[154]

Local government in Northern Ireland[image: External link] has since 1973 been organised into 26 district councils, each elected by single transferable vote. Their powers are limited to services such as collecting waste, controlling dogs and maintaining parks and cemeteries.[155] On 13 March 2008 the executive agreed on proposals to create 11 new councils and replace the present system.[156] The next local elections were postponed until 2016 to facilitate this.[157]
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Main articles: British Overseas Territories[image: External link], Crown dependencies[image: External link], and British Islands[image: External link]


The United Kingdom has sovereignty over seventeen territories which do not form part of the United Kingdom itself: fourteen British Overseas Territories[22] and three Crown dependencies.[22][158]

The fourteen British Overseas Territories are: Anguilla; Bermuda; the British Antarctic Territory[image: External link]; the British Indian Ocean Territory[image: External link]; the British Virgin Islands; the Cayman Islands; the Falkland Islands[image: External link]; Gibraltar[image: External link]; Montserrat; Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha[image: External link]; the Turks and Caicos Islands; the Pitcairn Islands[image: External link]; South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands[image: External link]; and Sovereign Base Areas on Cyprus[image: External link].[159] British claims in Antarctica are not universally recognised.[160] Collectively Britain's overseas territories encompass an approximate land area of 1,727,570 square kilometres (667,018 sq mi) and a population of approximately 260,000 people.[161]

They are the last remaining remnants of the British Empire and a 1999 UK government white paper[image: External link] stated that: "[The] Overseas Territories are British for as long as they wish to remain British. Britain has willingly granted independence where it has been requested; and we will continue to do so where this is an option."[162] Self-determination is also enshrined into the constitutions of several overseas territories and three have specifically voted to remain under British sovereignty (Bermuda in 1995[image: External link],[163] Gibraltar in 2002[image: External link][164] and the Falkland Islands in 2013[image: External link]).[165]

The Crown dependencies are possessions of the Crown[image: External link], as opposed to overseas territories of the UK.[166] They comprise three independently administered jurisdictions: the Channel Islands[image: External link] of Jersey[image: External link] and Guernsey[image: External link] in the English Channel, and the Isle of Man[image: External link] in the Irish Sea. By mutual agreement, the British Government manages the islands' foreign affairs and defence and the UK Parliament has the authority to legislate on their behalf. However, internationally, they are regarded as "territories for which the United Kingdom is responsible".[167] The power to pass legislation affecting the islands ultimately rests with their own respective legislative assemblies, with the assent of the Crown (Privy Council[image: External link] or, in the case of the Isle of Man, in certain circumstances the Lieutenant-Governor).[168] Since 2005 each Crown dependency has had a Chief Minister[image: External link] as its head of government[image: External link].[169]

The British dependencies use a varied assortment of currencies. These include the British pound, US dollar, New Zealand dollar, euro or their own currencies, which may be pegged to either[image: External link].







[image: External link]

Locations of UK dependencies (crown dependencies alphabetised, overseas territories numbered):A Isle of Man[image: External link]; B Guernsey[image: External link]; C Jersey[image: External link]; 1 United Kingdom; 2 Gibraltar[image: External link]; 3 Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link]; 4 Bermuda; 5 Turks and Caicos Islands; 6 British Virgin Islands; 7 Anguilla; 8 Cayman Islands; 9 Montserrat; 10 Pitcairn Islands[image: External link]; 11 Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha[image: External link]; 12 British Indian Ocean Territory[image: External link]; 13 Falkland Islands[image: External link]; 14 South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands[image: External link]; (15) British Antarctic Territory[image: External link]
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 Politics




Main articles: Politics of the United Kingdom[image: External link], Monarchy of the United Kingdom[image: External link], and Elections in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The United Kingdom is a unitary state[image: External link] under a constitutional monarchy[image: External link]. Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] is the head of state of the UK as well as monarch of fifteen other independent Commonwealth countries[image: External link]. The monarch has "the right to be consulted, the right to encourage, and the right to warn".[170] The Constitution of the United Kingdom[image: External link] is uncodified[image: External link] and consists mostly of a collection of disparate written sources, including statutes[image: External link], judge-made case law[image: External link] and international treaties, together with constitutional conventions[image: External link].[171] As there is no technical difference between ordinary statutes and "constitutional law", the UK Parliament[image: External link] can perform "constitutional reform" simply by passing Acts of Parliament[image: External link], and thus has the political power to change or abolish almost any written or unwritten element of the constitution. However, no Parliament can pass laws that future Parliaments cannot change.[172]
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 Government




Main article: Government of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The UK has a parliamentary government[image: External link] based on the Westminster system[image: External link] that has been emulated around the world: a legacy of the British Empire. The parliament of the United Kingdom meets in the Palace of Westminster[image: External link] and has two houses: an elected House of Commons[image: External link] and an appointed House of Lords[image: External link]. All bills passed are given Royal Assent[image: External link] before becoming law.

The position of prime minister[image: External link],[note 15] the UK's head of government[image: External link],[173] belongs to the person most likely to command the confidence[image: External link] of the House of Commons; this individual is typically the leader of the political party or coalition of parties that holds the largest number of seats in that chamber. The prime minister chooses a cabinet and its members are formally appointed by the monarch to form Her Majesty's Government[image: External link]. By convention, the monarch respects the prime minister's decisions of government.[174]

The cabinet[image: External link] is traditionally drawn from members of the prime minister's party or coalition and mostly from the House of Commons but always from both legislative houses, the cabinet being responsible[image: External link] to both. Executive power is exercised by the prime minister and cabinet, all of whom are sworn into the Privy Council of the United Kingdom[image: External link], and become Ministers of the Crown[image: External link]. The current Prime Minister is Theresa May[image: External link], who has been in office since 13 July 2016. May is also the leader of the Conservative Party[image: External link]. For elections to the House of Commons, the UK is divided into 650 constituencies[image: External link],[175] each electing a single member of parliament[image: External link] (MP) by simple plurality[image: External link]. General elections are called by the monarch when the prime minister so advises. Prior to the Fixed-term Parliaments Act 2011[image: External link], the Parliament Acts 1911 and 1949[image: External link] required that a new election must be called no later than five years after the previous general election.[176]

The Conservative Party, the Labour Party[image: External link] and the Liberal Democrats[image: External link] (formerly as the Liberal Party[image: External link]) have, in modern times, been considered the UK's three major political parties[image: External link],[177] representing the British traditions of conservatism[image: External link], socialism[image: External link] and social liberalism[image: External link], respectively. However, at the 2015 general election[image: External link], The UK Independence Party[image: External link] (UKIP) came third in terms of votes with 12.6%, but only won one seat[image: External link] and the Scottish National Party[image: External link] became the third-largest party by number of seats won, ahead of the Liberal Democrats. Most of the remaining seats were won by parties that contest elections only in one part of the UK: Plaid Cymru[image: External link] (Wales only); and the Democratic Unionist Party[image: External link], Ulster Unionist Party[image: External link], Social Democratic and Labour Party[image: External link] and Sinn Féin[image: External link] (Northern Ireland only[note 16]).[178] In accordance with party policy, no elected Sinn Féin members of parliament have ever attended the House of Commons to speak on behalf of their constituents because of the requirement to take an oath of allegiance to the monarch.[179]
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Main articles: Devolution in the United Kingdom[image: External link], Northern Ireland Executive[image: External link], Scottish Government[image: External link], and Welsh Government[image: External link]


Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland each have their own government or executive[image: External link], led by a First Minister[image: External link] (or, in the case of Northern Ireland, a diarchal[image: External link] First Minister and deputy First Minister[image: External link]), and a devolved[image: External link] unicameral[image: External link] legislature. England, the largest country of the United Kingdom, has no such devolved executive or legislature and is administered and legislated for directly by the UK's government and parliament on all issues. This situation has given rise to the so-called West Lothian question[image: External link] which concerns the fact that members of parliament from Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland can vote, sometimes decisively,[180] on matters that only affect England.[181] The McKay Commission[image: External link] reported on this matter in March 2013 recommending that laws affecting only England should need support from a majority of English members of parliament.[182]

The Scottish Government[image: External link] and Parliament[image: External link] have wide-ranging powers over any matter that has not been specifically reserved[image: External link] to the UK Parliament, including education[image: External link], healthcare[image: External link], Scots law[image: External link] and local government[image: External link].[183] At the 2011 elections[image: External link] the Scottish National Party won re-election and achieved an overall majority in the Scottish Parliament, with its leader, Alex Salmond[image: External link], as First Minister of Scotland[image: External link].[184][185] In 2012, the UK and Scottish governments signed the Edinburgh Agreement[image: External link] setting out the terms for a referendum on Scottish independence[image: External link] in 2014, which was defeated 55% to 45%.[186]

The Welsh Government[image: External link] and the National Assembly for Wales[image: External link] have more limited powers than those devolved to Scotland.[187] The Assembly is able to legislate on devolved matters through Acts of the Assembly[image: External link], which require no prior consent from Westminster. The 2011 elections[image: External link] resulted in a minority Labour administration led by Carwyn Jones[image: External link].[188]

The Northern Ireland Executive[image: External link] and Assembly[image: External link] have powers similar to those devolved to Scotland. The Executive is led by a diarchy[image: External link] representing unionist[image: External link] and nationalist[image: External link] members of the Assembly. Arlene Foster[image: External link] (Democratic Unionist Party) and Martin McGuinness[image: External link] (Sinn Féin) were First Minister and deputy First Minister[image: External link] respectively until 2017.[189] Devolution to Northern Ireland is contingent on participation by the Northern Ireland administration in the North-South Ministerial Council[image: External link], where the Northern Ireland Executive cooperates and develops joint and shared policies with the Government of Ireland[image: External link]. The British and Irish governments co-operate on non-devolved matters affecting Northern Ireland through the British–Irish Intergovernmental Conference[image: External link], which assumes the responsibilities of the Northern Ireland administration in the event of its non-operation.

The UK does not have a codified constitution[image: External link] and constitutional matters are not among the powers devolved to Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland. Under the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty[image: External link], the UK Parliament could, in theory, therefore, abolish the Scottish Parliament, Welsh Assembly or Northern Ireland Assembly.[190][191] Indeed, in 1972, the UK Parliament unilaterally prorogued[image: External link] the Parliament of Northern Ireland[image: External link], setting a precedent relevant to contemporary devolved institutions.[192] In practice, it would be politically difficult for the UK Parliament to abolish devolution to the Scottish Parliament and the Welsh Assembly, given the political entrenchment created by referendum decisions.[193] The political constraints placed upon the UK Parliament's power to interfere with devolution in Northern Ireland are even greater than in relation to Scotland and Wales, given that devolution in Northern Ireland rests upon an international agreement with the Government of Ireland[image: External link].[194]
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Main article: Law of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The United Kingdom does not have a single legal system, as Article 19 of the 1706 Treaty of Union[image: External link] provided for the continuation of Scotland's separate legal system.[195] Today the UK has three distinct systems of law[image: External link]: English law[image: External link], Northern Ireland law[image: External link] and Scots law[image: External link]. A new Supreme Court of the United Kingdom[image: External link] came into being in October 2009 to replace the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords[image: External link].[196][197] The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council[image: External link], including the same members as the Supreme Court, is the highest court of appeal for several independent Commonwealth countries, the British Overseas Territories[image: External link] and the Crown Dependencies[image: External link].[198]

Both English law, which applies in England and Wales[image: External link], and Northern Ireland law[image: External link] are based on common-law[image: External link] principles.[199] The essence of common law is that, subject to statute, the law is developed by judges in courts, applying statute, precedent[image: External link] and common sense to the facts before them to give explanatory judgements of the relevant legal principles, which are reported and binding in future similar cases (stare decisis[image: External link]).[200] The courts of England and Wales[image: External link] are headed by the Senior Courts of England and Wales[image: External link], consisting of the Court of Appeal[image: External link], the High Court of Justice[image: External link] (for civil cases) and the Crown Court[image: External link] (for criminal cases). The Supreme Court is the highest court in the land for both criminal and civil appeal cases in England, Wales and Northern Ireland and any decision it makes is binding on every other court in the same jurisdiction, often having a persuasive effect in other jurisdictions.[201]

Scots law is a hybrid system based on both common-law and civil-law[image: External link] principles. The chief courts are the Court of Session[image: External link], for civil cases,[202] and the High Court of Justiciary[image: External link], for criminal cases.[203] The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom serves as the highest court of appeal for civil cases under Scots law.[204] Sheriff courts[image: External link] deal with most civil and criminal cases including conducting criminal trials with a jury, known as sheriff solemn court, or with a sheriff and no jury, known as sheriff summary Court.[205] The Scots legal system is unique in having three possible verdicts[image: External link] for a criminal trial: " guilty[image: External link]", "not guilty[image: External link]" and "not proven[image: External link]". Both "not guilty" and "not proven" result in an acquittal.[206]

Crime in England and Wales increased in the period between 1981 and 1995, though since that peak there has been an overall fall of 66% in recorded crime from 1995 to 2015,[207] according to crime statistics[image: External link]. The prison population of England and Wales[image: External link] has increased to 86,000, giving England and Wales the highest rate of incarceration in Western Europe at 148 per 100,000.[208][209] Her Majesty's Prison Service[image: External link], which reports to the Ministry of Justice[image: External link], manages most of the prisons within England and Wales. The murder rate in England and Wales has stabilised in the first half of the 2010s with a murder rate around 1 per 100,000 which is half the peak in 2002 and similar to the rate in the 1980s.[210][unreliable source[image: External link]] More sexual offences have been reported to the police since 2002.[211][212] Crime in Scotland fell slightly in 2014/2015 to its lowest level in 39 years in with 59 killings for a murder rate of 1.1 per 100,000. Scotland's prisons are overcrowded but the prison population is shrinking.[213]
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Main article: Foreign relations of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The UK is a permanent member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], a member of NATO[image: External link], the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link], the G7 finance ministers[image: External link], the G7 forum[image: External link] (previously the G8 forum), the G20[image: External link], the OECD[image: External link], the WTO[image: External link], the Council of Europe[image: External link], the OSCE[image: External link], and is a member state of the European Union. The UK is said to have a "Special Relationship[image: External link]" with the United States and a close partnership with France—the "Entente cordiale[image: External link]"—and shares nuclear weapons technology with both countries.[214][215] The UK is also closely linked with the Republic of Ireland; the two countries share a Common Travel Area[image: External link] and co-operate through the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference[image: External link] and the British-Irish Council[image: External link]. Britain's global presence and influence is further amplified through its trading relations, foreign investments, official development assistance[image: External link] and military engagements.[216]
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Main article: British Armed Forces[image: External link]


The armed forces[image: External link] of the United Kingdom—officially, Her Majesty's Armed Forces[image: External link]—consist of three professional service branches: the Royal Navy[image: External link] and Royal Marines[image: External link] (forming the Naval Service[image: External link]), the British Army[image: External link] and the Royal Air Force[image: External link].[217] The forces are managed by the Ministry of Defence[image: External link] and controlled by the Defence Council[image: External link], chaired by the Secretary of State for Defence[image: External link]. The Commander-in-Chief[image: External link] is the British monarch[image: External link], Elizabeth II[image: External link], to whom members of the forces swear an oath of allegiance.[218] The Armed Forces are charged with protecting the UK and its overseas territories, promoting the UK's global security interests and supporting international peacekeeping efforts. They are active and regular participants in NATO[image: External link], including the Allied Rapid Reaction Corps[image: External link], as well as the Five Power Defence Arrangements[image: External link], RIMPAC[image: External link] and other worldwide coalition operations. Overseas garrisons and facilities are maintained in Ascension Island[image: External link], Belize[image: External link], Brunei[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Cyprus[image: External link], Diego Garcia[image: External link], the Falkland Islands[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Gibraltar[image: External link], Kenya[image: External link], Qatar and Singapore.[219][220]

The British armed forces played a key role in establishing the British Empire as the dominant world power[image: External link] in the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries. Throughout its unique history the British forces have seen action in a number of major wars, such as the Seven Years' War[image: External link], the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], the Crimean War[image: External link], the First World War[image: External link] and the Second World War[image: External link]—as well as many colonial conflicts. By emerging victorious from such conflicts, Britain has often been able to decisively influence world events[image: External link]. Since the end of the British Empire, the UK has nonetheless remained a major military power. Following the end of the Cold War[image: External link], defence policy has a stated assumption that "the most demanding operations" will be undertaken as part of a coalition.[221] Setting aside the intervention in Sierra Leone[image: External link], recent UK military operations in Bosnia[image: External link], Kosovo[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link] and, most recently, Libya[image: External link], have followed this approach. The last occasion on which the British military fought alone was the Falklands War[image: External link] of 1982.

According to various sources, including the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute[image: External link] and the International Institute for Strategic Studies[image: External link], the United Kingdom has the fourth- or fifth-highest military expenditure[image: External link] in the world. Total defence spending amounts to 2.0% of national GDP.[27]
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Main article: Economy of the United Kingdom[image: External link]
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The UK has a partially regulated market economy[image: External link].[222] Based on market exchange rates, the UK is today the fifth-largest economy in the world and the second-largest in Europe after Germany. HM Treasury[image: External link], led by the Chancellor of the Exchequer[image: External link], is responsible for developing and executing the government's public finance[image: External link] policy and economic policy[image: External link]. The Bank of England[image: External link] is the UK's central bank[image: External link] and is responsible for issuing notes and coins in the nation's currency, the pound sterling[image: External link]. Banks in Scotland and Northern Ireland retain the right to issue their own notes, subject to retaining enough Bank of England notes in reserve to cover their issue. The pound sterling is the world's third-largest reserve currency[image: External link] (after the US dollar and the euro).[223] Since 1997 the Bank of England's Monetary Policy Committee[image: External link], headed by the Governor of the Bank of England[image: External link], has been responsible for setting interest rates[image: External link] at the level necessary to achieve the overall inflation target for the economy that is set by the Chancellor each year.[224]

The UK service sector[image: External link] makes up around 73% of GDP.[225] London[image: External link] is one of the three "command centres" of the global economy (alongside New York City[image: External link] and Tokyo[image: External link]),[226] it is the world's largest financial centre alongside New York,[227][228][229] and it has the largest city GDP[image: External link] in Europe.[230] Edinburgh[image: External link] is also one of the largest financial centres in Europe.[231] Tourism[image: External link] is very important to the British economy; with over 27 million tourists arriving in 2004, the United Kingdom is ranked as the sixth major tourist destination in the world and London has the most international visitors of any city in the world.[232][233] The creative industries[image: External link] accounted for 7% GVA in 2005 and grew at an average of 6% per annum between 1997 and 2005.[234]

The Industrial Revolution[image: External link] started in the UK with an initial concentration on the textile industry,[235] followed by other heavy industries such as shipbuilding[image: External link], coal mining and steelmaking[image: External link].[236][237] British merchants, shippers and bankers developed overwhelming advantage over those of other nations allowing the UK to dominate international trade in the 19th century.[238][239] As other nations industrialised, coupled with economic decline after two world wars, the United Kingdom began to lose its competitive advantage and heavy industry declined, by degrees, throughout the 20th century. Manufacturing remains a significant part of the economy but accounted for only 16.7% of national output in 2003.[240]

The automotive industry[image: External link] is a significant part of the UK manufacturing sector and employs around 800,000 people, with a turnover in 2015 of some £70 billion, generating £34.6 billion of exports (11.8% of the UK's total export goods). In 2015, the UK produced around 1.6 million passenger vehicles and 94,500 commercial vehicles. The UK is a major centre for engine manufacturing and in 2015 around 2.4 million engines were produced in the country. The UK has a significant presence in motor racing[image: External link] and the UK motorsport industry employs around 41,000 people, comprises around 4,500 companies and has an annual turnover of around £6 billion.[241]

The aerospace industry of the UK[image: External link] is the second- or third-largest national aerospace industry in the world depending upon the method of measurement and has an annual turnover of around £30 billion.[242] In 2016, the global market opportunity for UK aerospace manufacturers over the next two decades was estimated to be £3.5 trillion.[243] The wings for the Airbus A380[image: External link] and the A350 XWB[image: External link] are designed and manufactured at Airbus UK[image: External link]'s world-leading Broughton facility, whilst over a quarter of the value of the Boeing 787[image: External link] comes from UK manufacturers including Eaton (fuel subsystem pumps), Messier-Bugatti-Dowty[image: External link] (the landing gear) and Rolls-Royce[image: External link] (the engines). Other key names include GKN Aerospace[image: External link]—an expert in metallic and composite aerostructures that's involved in almost every civil and military fixed and rotary wing aircraft in production and development today.[244][245][246][245][247][246][247]

BAE Systems[image: External link] plays a critical role in some of the world's biggest defence aerospace projects. The company makes large sections of the Typhoon Eurofighter[image: External link] at its sub-assembly plant in Samlesbury[image: External link] and assembles the aircraft for the Royal Air Force[image: External link] at its Warton Plant, near Preston. It is also a principal subcontractor on the F35[image: External link] Joint Strike Fighter—the world's largest single defence project—for which it designs and manufactures a range of components including the aft fuselage, vertical and horizontal tail and wing tips and fuel system. As well as this it manufactures the Hawk[image: External link], the world's most successful jet training aircraft.[247] Airbus UK[image: External link] also manufactures the wings for the A400 m[image: External link] military transporter. Rolls-Royce[image: External link], is the world's second-largest aero-engine manufacturer. Its engines power more than 30 types of commercial aircraft[image: External link] and it has more than 30,000 engines in service in the civil and defence sectors. Rolls-Royce is forecast to have more than 50% of the widebody market share by 2016, ahead of General Electric[image: External link].[248] Agusta Westland[image: External link] designs and manufactures complete helicopters in the UK.[247]

The UK space industry was worth £9.1bn in 2011 and employed 29,000 people. It is growing at a rate of 7.5% annually, according to its umbrella organisation, the UK Space Agency[image: External link]. Government strategy is for the space industry to be a £40bn business for the UK by 2030, capturing a 10% share of the $250bn world market for commercial space technology.[247] On 16 July 2013, the British Government pledged £60 m to the Skylon[image: External link] project: this investment will provide support at a "crucial stage" to allow a full-scale prototype of the SABRE[image: External link] engine to be built. On 2 November 2015, BAE Systems[image: External link] announced they have bought a 20% stake in Reaction Engines ltd[image: External link]. The working partnership will draw on BAE Systems' extensive aerospace technology development and project management expertise and will provide Reaction Engines with access to critical industrial, technical and capital resources to help progress the development of the SABRE engine.[249]

The pharmaceutical industry[image: External link] plays an important role in the UK economy and the country has the third-highest share of global pharmaceutical R&D expenditures (after the United States and Japan).[250][251]

Agriculture is intensive, highly mechanised and efficient by European standards, producing about 60% of food needs with less than 1.6% of the labour force (535,000 workers).[252] Around two-thirds of production is devoted to livestock, one-third to arable crops. Farmers are subsidised by the EU's Common Agricultural Policy[image: External link]. The UK retains a significant, though much reduced fishing industry. It is also rich in a number of natural resources including coal, petroleum, natural gas, tin, limestone, iron ore, salt, clay, chalk, gypsum, lead, silica and an abundance of arable land.[253]

In the final quarter of 2008, as a result of the Great Recession[image: External link], the UK economy officially entered recession[image: External link] for the first time since 1991.[254] Unemployment[image: External link] increased from 5.2% in May 2008 to 7.6% in May 2009 and by January 2012 the unemployment rate among 18- to 24-year-olds had risen from 11.9% to 22.5%, the highest since current records began in 1992, although it had fallen to 14.2% by November 2015.[255][256][257] Total UK government debt[image: External link] rose quickly from 44.4% of GDP in 2007 to 82.9% of GDP in 2011, then increased more slowly to 87.5% of GDP in 2015.[258][259] Following the likes of the United States, France and many major economies, in February 2013, the UK lost its top AAA credit rating for the first time since 1978 with Moodys[image: External link] and Fitch[image: External link] credit agency[image: External link] while, unlike the other major economies retained their triple A rating with the largest agency Standard & Poor's[image: External link].[260][261] However, by the end of 2014, UK growth was the fastest in both the G7 and in Europe,[262][263] and by September 2015, the unemployment rate was down to a seven-year low of 5.3%.[264]

As a direct result of the Great Recession between 2010 and the third quarter of 2012 wages in the UK fell by 3.2%,[265] but by 2015 real wages were growing by 3%, having grown faster than inflation[image: External link] since 2014.[266] Since the 1980s, UK economic inequality[image: External link], like Canada, Australia and the United States has grown faster than in other developed countries.[267][268]

The poverty line in the UK[image: External link] is commonly defined as being 60% of the median household income.[note 17] In 2007–2008 13.5 million people, or 22% of the population, lived below this line. This is a higher level of relative poverty[image: External link] than all but four other EU members.[269] In the same year 4.0 million children, 31% of the total, lived in households below the poverty line after housing costs were taken into account. This is a decrease of 400,000 children since 1998–1999.[270] The UK imports 40% of its food supplies.[271] The Office for National Statistics[image: External link] has estimated that in 2011, 14 million people were at risk of poverty[image: External link] or social exclusion, and that one person in 20 (5.1%) was now experiencing "severe material depression",[272] up from 3 million people in 1977.[273][274]

The UK has an external debt of $9.6 trillion[image: External link] dollars which is second highest in the world after the US which has an external debt of 18.5 trillion dollars. As a percentage of GDP, external debt is 408% which is third highest in the world after Luxembourg and Iceland.[275][276][277][278][279]

The combination of the UK's relatively lax regulatory regime and London's financial institutions providing sophisticated methods to launder[image: External link] proceeds from criminal activity around the world, including those from drug trade[image: External link], makes the City of London a global hub for illicit finance and the UK a safe haven for the world's major-league tax dodgers[image: External link], according to research papers and reports published in the mid-2010s.[280][281][282][283][284] The reports on the Panama papers[image: External link] published in April 2016 singled out the UK as being "at the heart of super-rich tax-avoidance network."[285]
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Main article: Science and technology in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


England and Scotland were leading centres of the Scientific Revolution[image: External link] from the 17th century[286] and the United Kingdom led the Industrial Revolution from the 18th century,[235] and has continued to produce scientists and engineers credited with important advances.[287] Major theorists from the 17th and 18th centuries include Isaac Newton[image: External link], whose laws of motion[image: External link] and illumination of gravity[image: External link] have been seen as a keystone of modern science;[288] from the 19th century Charles Darwin[image: External link], whose theory of evolution[image: External link] by natural selection[image: External link] was fundamental to the development of modern biology, and James Clerk Maxwell[image: External link], who formulated classical electromagnetic theory[image: External link]; and more recently Stephen Hawking[image: External link], who has advanced major theories in the fields of cosmology[image: External link], quantum gravity[image: External link] and the investigation of black holes[image: External link].[289]

Major scientific discoveries from the 18th century include hydrogen[image: External link] by Henry Cavendish[image: External link];[290] from the 20th century penicillin[image: External link] by Alexander Fleming[image: External link],[291] and the structure of DNA[image: External link], by Francis Crick[image: External link] and others.[292] Famous British engineers and inventors of the Industrial Revolution include James Watt[image: External link], George Stephenson[image: External link], Richard Arkwright[image: External link], Robert Stephenson[image: External link] and Isambard Kingdom Brunel[image: External link].[293] Other major engineering projects and applications by people from the UK include the steam locomotive[image: External link], developed by Richard Trevithick[image: External link] and Andrew Vivian[image: External link];[294] from the 19th century the electric motor[image: External link] by Michael Faraday[image: External link], the incandescent light bulb[image: External link] by Joseph Swan[image: External link],[295] and the first practical telephone, patented by Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link];[296] and in the 20th century the world's first working television system by John Logie Baird[image: External link] and others,[297] the jet engine[image: External link] by Frank Whittle[image: External link], the basis of the modern computer by Alan Turing[image: External link], and the World Wide Web[image: External link] by Tim Berners-Lee[image: External link].[298]

Scientific research and development remains important in British universities, with many establishing science parks[image: External link] to facilitate production and co-operation with industry.[299] Between 2004 and 2008 the UK produced 7% of the world's scientific research papers and had an 8% share of scientific citations, the third and second highest in the world (after the United States and China, respectively).[300] Scientific journals produced in the UK include Nature[image: External link], the British Medical Journal[image: External link] and The Lancet[image: External link].[301]
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Main article: Transport in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


A radial road network totals 29,145 miles (46,904 km) of main roads, 2,173 miles (3,497 km) of motorways and 213,750 miles (344,000 km) of paved roads.[130] The M25[image: External link], encircling London, is the largest and busiest bypass in the world.[304] In 2009 there were a total of 34 million licensed vehicles in Great Britain.[305]

The UK has a railway network of 10,072 miles (16,209 km) in Great Britain[image: External link] and 189 miles (304 km) in Northern Ireland[image: External link]. Railways in Northern Ireland are operated by NI Railways[image: External link], a subsidiary of state-owned Translink[image: External link]. In Great Britain, the British Rail[image: External link] network was privatised[image: External link] between 1994 and 1997, which was followed by a rapid rise in passenger numbers following years of decline, although the factors behind this are disputed[image: External link]. Network Rail[image: External link] owns and manages most of the fixed assets (tracks, signals etc.). About 20 privately owned Train Operating Companies[image: External link] operate passenger trains, which carried 1.68 billion passengers in 2015.[306][307] There are also some 1,000 freight trains in daily operation.[ when?[image: External link]][130] The British Government is to spend £30 billion on a new high-speed railway line, HS2[image: External link], to be operational by 2026.[308] Crossrail[image: External link], under construction in London, is Europe's largest construction project with a £15 billion projected cost.[309][310]

In the year from October 2009 to September 2010 UK airports handled a total of 211.4 million passengers.[311] In that period the three largest airports were London Heathrow Airport[image: External link] (65.6 million passengers), Gatwick Airport[image: External link] (31.5 million passengers) and London Stansted Airport[image: External link] (18.9 million passengers).[311] London Heathrow Airport, located 15 miles (24 km) west of the capital, has the most international passenger traffic of any airport in the world[302][303] and is the hub for the UK flag carrier British Airways[image: External link], as well as Virgin Atlantic[image: External link].[312]
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Main article: Energy in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


In 2006, the UK was the world's ninth-largest consumer of energy and the 15th-largest producer.[313] The UK is home to a number of large energy companies, including two of the six oil and gas " supermajors[image: External link]"— BP[image: External link] and Royal Dutch Shell[image: External link]—and BG Group[image: External link].[314][315] In 2011, 40% of the UK's electricity was produced by gas, 30% by coal, 19% by nuclear power and 4.2% by wind, hydro, biofuels and wastes.[316]

In 2013, the UK produced 914 thousand barrels per day (bbl/d) of oil and consumed 1,507 thousand bbl/d.[317][318] Production is now in decline and the UK has been a net importer of oil since 2005.[319] In 2010 the UK had around 3.1 billion barrels of proven crude oil reserves[image: External link], the largest of any EU member state.[319] In 2009, 66.5% of the UK's oil supply was imported.[320]

In 2009, the UK was the 13th-largest producer of natural gas in the world and the largest producer in the EU.[321] Production is now in decline and the UK has been a net importer of natural gas since 2004.[321] In 2009, half of British gas was supplied from imports as domestic reserves are depleted.[316]

Coal production played a key role in the UK economy in the 19th and 20th centuries. In the mid-1970s, 130 million tonnes of coal was being produced annually, not falling below 100 million tonnes until the early 1980s. During the 1980s and 1990s the industry was scaled back considerably. In 2011, the UK produced 18.3 million tonnes of coal.[322] In 2005 it had proven recoverable coal reserves of 171 million tons.[322] The UK Coal Authority[image: External link] has stated there is a potential to produce between 7 billion tonnes and 16 billion tonnes of coal through underground coal gasification (UCG)[image: External link] or ' fracking'[image: External link],[323] and that, based on current UK coal consumption, such reserves could last between 200 and 400 years.[324] However, environmental and social concerns have been raised over chemicals getting into the water table and minor earthquakes damaging homes.[325][326]

In the late 1990s, nuclear power plants contributed around 25% of total annual electricity generation in the UK, but this has gradually declined as old plants have been shut down and ageing-related problems affect plant availability. In 2012, the UK had 16 reactors normally generating about 19% of its electricity. All but one of the reactors will be retired by 2023. Unlike Germany and Japan, the UK intends to build a new generation of nuclear plants from about 2018.[316]

The total of all renewable electricity sources provided for 14.9% of the electricity generated in the United Kingdom in 2013,[327] reaching 53.7 TWh of electricity generated. The UK is one of the best sites in Europe for wind energy[image: External link], and wind power production is its fastest growing supply, in 2014 it generated 9.3% of the UK's total electricity.[328][329][330]
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Main article: Water supply and sanitation in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Access to improved water supply and sanitation in the UK is universal. It is estimated that 96.7% of households are connected to the sewer network.[331] According to the Environment Agency, total water abstraction for public water supply in the UK was 16,406 megalitres[image: External link] per day in 2007.[332] In England and Wales the economic regulator of water companies is the Water Services Regulation Authority[image: External link] (Ofwat). The Environment Agency[image: External link] is responsible for environmental regulation, and the Drinking Water Inspectorate[image: External link] for regulating drinking water quality. The economic water industry regulator in Scotland[image: External link] is the Water Industry Commission for Scotland and the environmental regulator is the Scottish Environment Protection Agency[image: External link]. Drinking water standards and wastewater discharge standards in the UK, as in other countries of the European Union[image: External link], are determined by the EU (see Water supply and sanitation in the European Union[image: External link]).

In England and Wales water and sewerage services are provided by 10 private regional water and sewerage companies and 13 mostly smaller private "water only" companies. In Scotland water and sewerage services are provided by a single public company, Scottish Water[image: External link]. In Northern Ireland water and sewerage services are also provided by a single public entity, Northern Ireland Water[image: External link].
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Main article: Demography of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


A census[image: External link] is taken simultaneously in all parts of the UK every ten years.[333] The Office for National Statistics[image: External link] is responsible for collecting data for England and Wales, the General Register Office for Scotland[image: External link] and the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency[image: External link] each being responsible for censuses in their respective countries.[334] In the 2011 census[image: External link] the total population of the United Kingdom was 63,181,775.[335] It is the third-largest in the European Union, the fifth-largest in the Commonwealth and the 22nd-largest in the world. In mid-2014 and mid-2015 net long-term international migration contributed more to population growth. In mid-2012 and mid-2013 natural change contributed the most to population growth.[336] Between 2001 and 2011 the population increased by an average annual rate of approximately 0.7%.[335] This compares to 0.3% per year in the period 1991 to 2001 and 0.2% in the decade 1981 to 1991.[337] The 2011 census also confirmed that the proportion of the population aged 0–14 has nearly halved (31% in 1911 compared to 18 in 2011) and the proportion of older people aged 65 and over has more than tripled (from 5 to 16%).[335] It has been estimated that the number of people aged 100 or over will rise steeply to reach over 626,000 by 2080.[338]

England's population in 2011 was found to be 53 million.[339] It is one of the most densely populated countries in the world, with 420 people resident per square kilometre in mid-2015.[340] with a particular concentration in London and the south-east.[341] The 2011 census put Scotland's population at 5.3 million,[342] Wales at 3.06 million and Northern Ireland at 1.81 million.[339] In percentage terms England has had the fastest growing population of any country of the UK in the period from 2001 to 2011, with an increase of 7.9%.

In 2012 the average total fertility rate[image: External link] (TFR) across the UK was 1.92 children per woman.[343] While a rising birth rate is contributing to current population growth, it remains considerably below the 'baby boom' peak of 2.95 children per woman in 1964,[344] below the replacement rate of 2.1, but higher than the 2001 record low of 1.63.[343] In 2012, Scotland had the lowest TFR at only 1.67, followed by Wales at 1.88, England at 1.94, and Northern Ireland at 2.03.[343] In 2011, 47.3% of births in the UK were to unmarried women.[345] The Office for National Statistics[image: External link] published an "Experimental Official Statistics" bulletin in 2015 showing that, out of the UK population aged 16 and over, 1.7% identify as lesbian, gay, or bisexual (2.0% of males and 1.5% of females). 4.5% of respondents responded with "other", "I don't know", or did not respond.[346]
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Main article: Ethnic groups in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Historically, indigenous British people were thought to be descended from the various ethnic groups[image: External link] that settled there before the 11th century: the Celts[image: External link], Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Norse and the Normans[image: External link]. Welsh people[image: External link] could be the oldest ethnic group in the UK.[350] A 2006 genetic study shows that more than 50% of England's gene pool contains Germanic[image: External link] Y chromosomes.[351] Another 2005 genetic analysis indicates that "about 75% of the traceable ancestors of the modern British population had arrived in the British isles by about 6,200 years ago, at the start of the British Neolithic or Stone Age", and that the British broadly share a common ancestry with the Basque people[image: External link].[352][353][354]

The UK has a history of small-scale non-white immigration, with Liverpool[image: External link] having the oldest Black population in the country dating back to at least the 1730s during the period of the African slave trade,[355] and the oldest Chinese[image: External link] community in Europe, dating to the arrival of Chinese seamen in the 19th century.[356] In 1950 there were probably fewer than 20,000 non-white residents in Britain, almost all born overseas.[357]

Since 1948 substantial immigration from Africa, the Caribbean[image: External link] and South Asia[image: External link] has been a legacy of ties forged by the British Empire.[358] Migration from new EU member states in Central[image: External link] and Eastern Europe since 2004 has resulted in growth in these population groups, although some of this migration has been temporary.[359] Since the 1990s, there has been substantial diversification of the immigrant population, with migrants to the UK coming from a much wider range of countries than previous waves, which tended to involve larger numbers of migrants coming from a relatively small number of countries.[360][361][362]

Academics have argued that the ethnicity categories[image: External link] employed in British national statistics, which were first introduced in the 1991 census[image: External link], involve confusion between the concepts of ethnicity[image: External link] and race[image: External link].[363][364] In 2011[image: External link], 87.2% of the UK population identified themselves as white, meaning 12.8% of the UK population identify themselves as of one of number of ethnic minority[image: External link] groups.[365] In the 2001 census, this figure was 7.9% of the UK population.[366]

Because of differences in the wording of the census forms used in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, data on the Other White[image: External link] group is not available for the UK as a whole, but in England and Wales this was the fastest growing group between the 2001 and 2011 censuses, increasing by 1.1 million (1.8 percentage points).[367] Amongst groups for which comparable data is available for all parts of the UK level, there was considerable growth in the size of the Other Asian category, which increased from 0.4 to 1.4% of the population between 2001 and 2011.[365][366] There was also considerable growth in the Mixed[image: External link] category. In 2001, people in this category accounted for 1.2% of the UK population;[366] by 2011, the proportion was 2%.[365]

Ethnic diversity varies significantly across the UK. 30.4% of London's population and 37.4% of Leicester[image: External link]'s was estimated to be non-white in 2005,[368][369] whereas less than 5% of the populations of North East England[image: External link], Wales and the South West[image: External link] were from ethnic minorities, according to the 2001 census.[370] In 2016, 31.4% of primary and 27.9% of secondary pupils at state schools[image: External link] in England were members of an ethnic minority.[371]



	Ethnic group
	Population (absolute)
	Population (%)



	2001[372]
	2011
	2011[365]



	White
	54,153,898
	55,010,359
	087.1 %



	White: Gypsy / Traveller /

Irish Traveller[note 18]
	—
	63,193
	000.1 %



	Asian /

Asian British
	Indian
	1,053,411
	1,451,862
	002.3 %



	Pakistani
	747,285
	1,174,983
	001.9 %



	Bangladeshi
	283,063
	451,529
	000.7 %



	Chinese
	247,403
	433,150
	000.7 %



	other Asian
	247,664
	861,815
	001.4 %



	Black / African / Caribbean /

Black British
	1,148,738

 
	1,904,684

[note 19]
	003.0 %

 



	mixed / multiple ethnic groups
	677,117
	1,250,229
	002.0 %



	other ethnic group
	230,615
	580,374
	000.9 %



	Total
	58,789,194
	63,182,178
	100.0 %
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Main article: Languages of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The UK's de facto[image: External link] official language is English.[377][378] It is estimated that 95% of the UK's population are monolingual[image: External link] English speakers.[379] 5.5% of the population are estimated to speak languages brought to the UK as a result of relatively recent immigration.[379] South Asian languages, including Punjabi[image: External link], Urdu[image: External link], Hindi[image: External link], Bengali[image: External link], Tamil[image: External link] and Gujarati[image: External link], are the largest grouping and are spoken by 2.7% of the UK population.[379] According to the 2011 census, Polish[image: External link] has become the second-largest language spoken in England and has 546,000 speakers.[380]

Four Celtic languages[image: External link] are spoken in the UK: Welsh[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Scottish Gaelic[image: External link] and Cornish[image: External link]. All are recognised as regional or minority languages, subject to specific measures of protection and promotion under the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages[image: External link][2][381] and the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities[image: External link].[382] In the 2001 Census over a fifth (21%) of the population of Wales said they could speak Welsh,[383] an increase from the 1991 Census (18%).[384] In addition it is estimated that about 200,000 Welsh speakers live in England.[385] In the same census in Northern Ireland 167,487 people (10.4%) stated that they had "some knowledge of Irish" (see Irish language in Northern Ireland[image: External link]), almost exclusively in the nationalist[image: External link] (mainly Catholic) population. Over 92,000 people in Scotland (just under 2% of the population) had some Gaelic language ability, including 72% of those living in the Outer Hebrides[image: External link].[386] The number of schoolchildren being taught through Welsh, Scottish Gaelic and Irish is increasing.[387] Among emigrant-descended populations some Scottish Gaelic is still spoken in Canada[image: External link] (principally Nova Scotia[image: External link] and Cape Breton Island[image: External link]),[388] and Welsh in Patagonia[image: External link], Argentina.[389]

Scots[image: External link], a language descended from early northern Middle English[image: External link], has limited recognition[image: External link] alongside its regional variant, Ulster Scots[image: External link] in Northern Ireland, without specific commitments to protection and promotion.[2][390]

It is compulsory for pupils to study a second language up to the age of 14 in England,[391] and up to age 16 in Scotland. French and German are the two most commonly taught second languages in England and Scotland. All pupils in Wales are taught Welsh as a second language up to age 16, or are taught in Welsh[image: External link].[392]
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Main article: Religion in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Forms of Christianity[image: External link] have dominated religious life in what is now the United Kingdom for over 1400 years.[393] Although a majority of citizens still identify with Christianity in many surveys, regular church attendance has fallen dramatically since the middle of the 20th century,[394] while immigration and demographic change have contributed to the growth of other faiths, most notably Islam.[395] This has led some commentators to variously describe the UK as a multi-faith,[396] secularised[image: External link],[397] or post-Christian[image: External link] society.[398]

In the 2001 census 71.6% of all respondents indicated that they were Christians, with the next largest faiths being Islam (2.8%), Hinduism[image: External link] (1.0%), Sikhism[image: External link] (0.6%), Judaism[image: External link] (0.5%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.3%) and all other religions (0.3%).[399] 15% of respondents stated that they had no religion[image: External link], with a further 7% not stating a religious preference.[400] A Tearfund[image: External link] survey in 2007 showed only one in ten Britons actually attend church weekly.[401] Between the 2001 and 2011 census there was a decrease in the amount of people who identified as Christian by 12%, whilst the percentage of those reporting no religious affiliation doubled. This contrasted with growth in the other main religious group categories, with the number of Muslims increasing by the most substantial margin to a total of about 5%.[402] The Muslim population[image: External link] has increased from 1.6 million in 2001 to 2.7 million in 2011,[403] making it the second-largest religious group in the United Kingdom.[404]

In a 2015 survey conducted by BSA (British Social Attitudes)[image: External link] on religious affiliation; 49% of respondents indicated 'no religion'[image: External link], while 42% indicated they were Christians[image: External link], followed by 8% who affiliated with other religions (e.g. Islam[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Judaism[image: External link], etc.).[405] Among Christians, adherents to the Church of England[image: External link] constituted 17%, Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] – 8%, other Christians (including Presbyterians[image: External link], Methodists[image: External link], other Protestants[image: External link], as well as Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]) – 17%. Amid other religions, Islam accounted for 5%.[406][407]

The Church of England[image: External link] is the established church[image: External link] in England.[408] It retains a representation[image: External link] in the UK Parliament[image: External link] and the British monarch[image: External link] is its Supreme Governor[image: External link].[409] In Scotland[image: External link], the Church of Scotland[image: External link] is recognised as the national church[image: External link]. It is not subject to state control[image: External link], and the British monarch is an ordinary member, required to swear an oath to "maintain and preserve the Protestant Religion[image: External link] and Presbyterian Church Government[image: External link]" upon his or her accession.[410][411] The Church in Wales[image: External link] was disestablished in 1920 and, as the Church of Ireland[image: External link] was disestablished in 1870 before the partition of Ireland[image: External link], there is no established church in Northern Ireland.[412] Although there are no UK-wide data in the 2001 census on adherence to individual Christian denominations, it has been estimated that 62% of Christians are Anglican, 13.5% Catholic[image: External link], 6% Presbyterian[image: External link], 3.4% Methodist[image: External link] with small numbers of other Protestant denominations such as Open Brethren[image: External link], and Orthodox[image: External link] churches.[413]
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Main article: Modern immigration to the United Kingdom[image: External link]


See also: Foreign-born population of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The United Kingdom has experienced successive waves of migration. The Great Famine[image: External link] in Ireland, then part of the United Kingdom, resulted in perhaps a million people migrating to Great Britain.[414] Unable to return to Poland at the end of World War II, over 120,000 Polish veterans[image: External link] remained in the UK permanently.[415] After World War II, there was significant immigration from the colonies and newly independent former colonies, partly as a legacy of empire and partly driven by labour shortages. Many of these migrants came from the Caribbean[image: External link] and the Indian subcontinent[image: External link].[416] In 1841, 0.25% of the population of England and Wales[image: External link] was born in a foreign country. By 1931, this figure had risen to 2.6%, and by 1951 it was 4.4%.[417]

In 2014 the net increase[image: External link] was 318,000: immigration was 641,000, up from 526,000 in 2013, while the number of people emigrating (for more than 12 months) was 323,000.[418] One of the more recent trends in migration has been the arrival of workers from the new EU member states in Eastern Europe, known as the A8 countries[image: External link].[359] In 2010, there were 7.0 million foreign-born residents in the UK, corresponding to 11.3% of the total population. Of these, 4.76 million (7.7%) were born outside the EU and 2.24 million (3.6%) were born in another EU Member State.[419] The proportion of foreign-born people in the UK remains slightly below that of many other European countries.[420] However, immigration is now contributing to a rising population[421] with arrivals and UK-born children of migrants accounting for about half of the population increase between 1991 and 2001. Analysis of Office for National Statistics[image: External link] (ONS) data shows that a net total of 2.3 million migrants moved to the UK in the 15 years from 1991 to 2006.[422] In 2008 it was predicted that migration would add 7 million to the UK population by 2031,[423] though these figures are disputed.[424] The ONS reported that net migration rose from 2009 to 2010 by 21% to 239,000.[425]

In 2013, approximately 208,000 foreign citizens were naturalised as British citizens, the highest number since records began in 1962. This figure fell to around 125,800 in 2014. Between 2009 and 2013, the average number of people granted British citizenship per year was 195,800. The main countries of previous nationality of those naturalised in 2014 were India, Pakistan, the Philippines, Nigeria[image: External link], Bangladesh, Nepal[image: External link], China[image: External link], South Africa, Poland[image: External link] and Somalia.[426] The total number of grants of settlement, which confers permanent residence[image: External link] in the UK without granting British citizenship,[427] was approximately 154,700 in 2013, compared to 241,200 in 2010 and 129,800 in 2012.[426]

Over a quarter (27.0%) of live births in 2014 were to mothers born outside the UK, according to official statistics released in 2015.[428]

Citizens of the European Union, including those of the UK, have the right to live and work in any EU member state.[429] The UK applied temporary restrictions to citizens of Romania and Bulgaria, which joined the EU in January 2007.[430] Research conducted by the Migration Policy Institute[image: External link] for the Equality and Human Rights Commission[image: External link] suggests that, between May 2004 and September 2009, 1.5 million workers migrated from the new EU member states to the UK, two-thirds of them Polish, but that many subsequently returned home, resulting in a net increase in the number of nationals of the new member states in the UK of some 700,000 over that period.[431][432] The late-2000s recession[image: External link] in the UK reduced the economic incentive for Poles to migrate to the UK,[433] the migration becoming temporary and circular.[434] In 2009, for the first time since enlargement, more nationals of the eight central and eastern European states that had joined the EU in 2004 left the UK than arrived.[435] In 2011, citizens of the new EU member states made up 13% of the immigrants entering the country.[436]

The British Government has introduced a points-based immigration system[image: External link] for immigration from outside the European Economic Area[image: External link] to replace former schemes, including the Scottish Government's Fresh Talent Initiative[image: External link].[437] In June 2010 the government introduced a temporary limit of 24,000 on immigration from outside the EU, aiming to discourage applications before a permanent cap was imposed in April 2011.[438]

Emigration was an important feature of British society in the 19th century. Between 1815 and 1930 around 11.4 million people emigrated from Britain and 7.3 million from Ireland. Estimates show that by the end of the 20th century some 300 million people of British and Irish descent were permanently settled around the globe.[439] Today, at least 5.5 million UK-born people live abroad,[440][441][442] mainly in Australia, Spain, the United States and Canada.[440][443]
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Main article: Education in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


See also: Education in England[image: External link], Education in Northern Ireland[image: External link], Education in Scotland[image: External link], and Education in Wales[image: External link]


Education in the United Kingdom is a devolved[image: External link] matter, with each country having a separate education system. About 38 percent of the United Kingdom population has a university or college degree[image: External link], which is the highest percentage in Europe[image: External link], and among the highest percentages in the world.[444][445]

Whilst education in England[image: External link] is the responsibility of the Secretary of State for Education[image: External link], the day-to-day administration and funding of state schools is the responsibility of local authorities[image: External link].[446] Universally free of charge state education was introduced piecemeal between 1870 and 1944.[447][448] Education is now mandatory from ages five to sixteen, and in England youngsters must stay in education or training until they are 18.[449] In 2011, the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study[image: External link] (TIMSS) rated 13–14-year-old pupils in England and Wales 10th in the world for maths and 9th for science.[450] The majority of children are educated in state-sector schools, a small proportion of which select on the grounds of academic ability. Two of the top ten performing schools in terms of GCSE[image: External link] results in 2006 were state-run grammar schools[image: External link]. In 2010, over half of places at the University of Oxford[image: External link] and the University of Cambridge[image: External link] were taken by students from state schools,[451] while the proportion of children in England attending private schools is around 7% which rises to 18% of those over 16.[452][453] England has the two oldest universities in English-speaking world, Universities of Oxford[image: External link] and Cambridge[image: External link] (jointly known as " Oxbridge[image: External link]") with history of over eight centuries. The United Kingdom trails only the United States in terms of representation on lists of top 100 universities.[454][455][456][457]

Education in Scotland[image: External link] is the responsibility of the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning[image: External link], with day-to-day administration and funding of state schools the responsibility of Local Authorities. Two non-departmental public bodies[image: External link] have key roles in Scottish education. The Scottish Qualifications Authority[image: External link] is responsible for the development, accreditation, assessment and certification of qualifications other than degrees which are delivered at secondary schools, post-secondary[image: External link] colleges of further education[image: External link] and other centres.[458] The Learning and Teaching Scotland[image: External link] provides advice, resources and staff development to education professionals.[459] Scotland first legislated for compulsory education in 1496.[460] The proportion of children in Scotland attending private schools is just over 4%, and it has been rising slowly in recent years.[461] Scottish students who attend Scottish universities[image: External link] pay neither tuition fees[image: External link] nor graduate endowment charges, as fees were abolished in 2001 and the graduate endowment scheme was abolished in 2008.[462]

The Welsh Government[image: External link] has responsibility for education in Wales[image: External link]. A significant number of Welsh students are taught either wholly or largely in the Welsh language[image: External link]; lessons in Welsh are compulsory for all until the age of 16.[463] There are plans to increase the provision of Welsh-medium schools as part of the policy of creating a fully bilingual Wales.

Education in Northern Ireland[image: External link] is the responsibility of the Minister of Education[image: External link] and the Minister for Employment and Learning[image: External link], although responsibility at a local level is administered by five education and library boards covering different geographical areas. The Council for the Curriculum, Examinations & Assessment[image: External link] (CCEA) is the body responsible for advising the government[image: External link] on what should be taught in Northern Ireland's schools, monitoring standards and awarding qualifications.[464]

A government commission's[image: External link] report in 2014 found that privately educated people comprise 7% of the general population of the UK but much larger percentages of the top professions, the most extreme case quoted being 71% of senior judges.[465][466]
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Main article: Healthcare in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Healthcare in the United Kingdom is a devolved matter[image: External link] and each country has its own system of private and publicly funded health care[image: External link], together with alternative[image: External link], holistic and complementary treatments. Public healthcare is provided to all UK permanent residents[image: External link] and is mostly free at the point of need, being paid for from general taxation. The World Health Organization[image: External link], in 2000, ranked the provision of healthcare in the United Kingdom as fifteenth best in Europe and eighteenth in the world.[467][468]

Regulatory bodies are organised on a UK-wide basis such as the General Medical Council[image: External link], the Nursing and Midwifery Council[image: External link] and non-governmental-based, such as the Royal Colleges[image: External link]. However, political and operational responsibility for healthcare lies with four national executives[image: External link]; healthcare in England[image: External link] is the responsibility of the British Government; healthcare in Northern Ireland[image: External link] is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland Executive[image: External link]; healthcare in Scotland[image: External link] is the responsibility of the Scottish Government[image: External link]; and healthcare in Wales[image: External link] is the responsibility of the Welsh Government[image: External link]. Each National Health Service[image: External link] has different policies and priorities, resulting in contrasts.[469][470]

Since 1979 expenditure on healthcare has been increased significantly to bring it closer to the European Union average.[471] The UK spends around 8.4% of its gross domestic product on healthcare, which is 0.5 percentage points below the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] average and about one percentage point below the average of the European Union.[472]
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Main article: Culture of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The culture[image: External link] of the United Kingdom has been influenced by many factors including: the nation's island status; its history[image: External link] as a western liberal democracy and a major power; as well as being a political union[image: External link] of four countries with each preserving elements of distinctive traditions, customs and symbolism. As a result of the British Empire, British influence can be observed in the language[image: External link], culture[image: External link] and legal systems[image: External link] of many of its former colonies including Australia, Canada, India, Ireland, New Zealand, Pakistan, South Africa and the United States. The substantial cultural influence of the United Kingdom has led it to be described as a "cultural superpower".[112][113]
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Main article: British literature[image: External link]


'British literature' refers to literature associated with the United Kingdom, the Isle of Man[image: External link] and the Channel Islands. Most British literature is in the English language. In 2005, some 206,000 books were published in the United Kingdom and in 2006 it was the largest publisher of books[image: External link] in the world.[473]

The English playwright and poet William Shakespeare[image: External link] is widely regarded as the greatest dramatist of all time,[474][475][476] and his contemporaries Christopher Marlowe[image: External link] and Ben Jonson[image: External link] have also been held in continuous high esteem. More recently the playwrights Alan Ayckbourn[image: External link], Harold Pinter[image: External link], Michael Frayn[image: External link], Tom Stoppard[image: External link] and David Edgar[image: External link] have combined elements of surrealism, realism and radicalism.

Notable pre-modern and early-modern English writers include Geoffrey Chaucer[image: External link] (14th century), Thomas Malory[image: External link] (15th century), Sir Thomas More[image: External link] (16th century), John Bunyan[image: External link] (17th century) and John Milton[image: External link] (17th century). In the 18th century Daniel Defoe[image: External link] (author of Robinson Crusoe[image: External link]) and Samuel Richardson[image: External link] were pioneers of the modern novel[image: External link]. In the 19th century there followed further innovation by Jane Austen[image: External link], the gothic novelist Mary Shelley[image: External link], the children's writer Lewis Carroll[image: External link], the Brontë sisters[image: External link], the social campaigner Charles Dickens[image: External link], the naturalist[image: External link] Thomas Hardy[image: External link], the realist[image: External link] George Eliot[image: External link], the visionary poet William Blake[image: External link] and romantic poet William Wordsworth[image: External link]. 20th century English writers include the science-fiction novelist H. G. Wells[image: External link]; the writers of children's classics Rudyard Kipling[image: External link], A. A. Milne[image: External link] (the creator of Winnie-the-Pooh[image: External link]), Roald Dahl[image: External link] and Enid Blyton[image: External link]; the controversial D. H. Lawrence[image: External link]; the modernist[image: External link] Virginia Woolf[image: External link]; the satirist Evelyn Waugh[image: External link]; the prophetic novelist George Orwell[image: External link]; the popular novelists W. Somerset Maugham[image: External link] and Graham Greene[image: External link]; the crime writer Agatha Christie[image: External link] (the best-selling novelist[image: External link] of all time);[477] Ian Fleming[image: External link] (the creator of James Bond[image: External link]); the poets T.S. Eliot[image: External link], Philip Larkin[image: External link] and Ted Hughes[image: External link]; the fantasy[image: External link] writers J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link], C. S. Lewis[image: External link] and J. K. Rowling[image: External link]; the graphic novelists Alan Moore[image: External link] and Neil Gaiman[image: External link].

Scotland's contributions[image: External link] include the detective writer Arthur Conan Doyle[image: External link] (the creator of Sherlock Holmes[image: External link]), romantic literature by Sir Walter Scott[image: External link], the children's writer J. M. Barrie[image: External link], the epic adventures of Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link] and the celebrated poet Robert Burns[image: External link]. More recently the modernist and nationalist Hugh MacDiarmid[image: External link] and Neil M. Gunn[image: External link] contributed to the Scottish Renaissance[image: External link]. A more grim outlook is found in Ian Rankin[image: External link]'s stories and the psychological horror-comedy of Iain Banks[image: External link]. Scotland's capital, Edinburgh, was UNESCO's first worldwide City of Literature[image: External link].[478]

Britain's oldest known poem, Y Gododdin[image: External link], was composed in Yr Hen Ogledd[image: External link] (The Old North), most likely in the late 6th century. It was written in Cumbric[image: External link] or Old Welsh[image: External link] and contains the earliest known reference to King Arthur[image: External link].[479] From around the seventh century, the connection between Wales and the Old North was lost, and the focus of Welsh-language culture shifted to Wales, where Arthurian legend was further developed by Geoffrey of Monmouth[image: External link].[480] Wales's most celebrated medieval poet, Dafydd ap Gwilym[image: External link] (fl.1320–1370), composed poetry on themes including nature, religion and especially love. He is widely regarded as one of the greatest European poets of his age.[481] Until the late 19th century the majority of Welsh literature[image: External link] was in Welsh and much of the prose was religious in character. Daniel Owen[image: External link] is credited as the first Welsh-language novelist, publishing Rhys Lewis[image: External link] in 1885. The best-known of the Anglo-Welsh poets[image: External link] are both Thomases. Dylan Thomas[image: External link] became famous on both sides of the Atlantic in the mid-20th century. He is remembered for his poetry—his "Do not go gentle into that good night[image: External link]; Rage, rage against the dying of the light" is one of the most quoted couplets of English language verse—and for his "play for voices", Under Milk Wood[image: External link]. The influential Church in Wales[image: External link] "poet-priest" and Welsh nationalist[image: External link] R. S. Thomas[image: External link] was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link] in 1996. Leading Welsh novelists of the twentieth century include Richard Llewellyn[image: External link] and Kate Roberts[image: External link].[482][483]

Authors of other nationalities, particularly from Commonwealth[image: External link] countries, the Republic of Ireland and the United States, have lived and worked in the UK. Significant examples through the centuries include Jonathan Swift[image: External link], Oscar Wilde[image: External link], Bram Stoker[image: External link], George Bernard Shaw[image: External link], Joseph Conrad[image: External link], T.S. Eliot[image: External link], Ezra Pound[image: External link] and more recently British authors born abroad such as Kazuo Ishiguro[image: External link] and Sir Salman Rushdie[image: External link].[484][485]
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 Music




Main article: Music of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


See also: Rock music in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Various styles of music are popular in the UK from the indigenous folk music[image: External link] of England[image: External link], Wales[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link] and Northern Ireland[image: External link] to heavy metal[image: External link]. Notable composers of classical music from the United Kingdom and the countries that preceded it include William Byrd[image: External link], Henry Purcell[image: External link], Sir Edward Elgar[image: External link], Gustav Holst[image: External link], Sir Arthur Sullivan[image: External link] (most famous for working with the librettist Sir W. S. Gilbert[image: External link]), Ralph Vaughan Williams[image: External link] and Benjamin Britten[image: External link], pioneer of modern British opera. Sir Harrison Birtwistle[image: External link] is one of the foremost living composers. The UK is also home to world-renowned symphonic orchestras and choruses such as the BBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] and the London Symphony Chorus[image: External link]. Notable conductors include Sir Simon Rattle[image: External link], Sir John Barbirolli[image: External link] and Sir Malcolm Sargent[image: External link]. Some of the notable film score[image: External link] composers include John Barry[image: External link], Clint Mansell[image: External link], Mike Oldfield[image: External link], John Powell[image: External link], Craig Armstrong[image: External link], David Arnold[image: External link], John Murphy[image: External link], Monty Norman[image: External link] and Harry Gregson-Williams[image: External link]. George Frideric Handel[image: External link] became a naturalised[image: External link] British citizen[image: External link] and wrote the British coronation anthem, while some of his best works, such as Messiah[image: External link], were written in the English language.[489][490] Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link] is a prolific composer of musical theatre[image: External link]. His works have dominated London's West End[image: External link] since the late 20th century and have also been a commercial success worldwide.[491]

The Beatles[image: External link] have international sales of over one billion units and are the biggest-selling[image: External link] and most influential band in the history of popular music.[486][487][488][492] Other prominent British contributors to have influenced popular music over the last 50 years include; The Rolling Stones[image: External link], Pink Floyd[image: External link], Queen[image: External link], Led Zeppelin[image: External link], the Bee Gees[image: External link], and Elton John[image: External link], all of whom have worldwide record sales of 200 million or more.[493][494][495][496][497][498] The Brit Awards[image: External link] are the BPI's[image: External link] annual music awards, and some of the British recipients of the Outstanding Contribution to Music award include; The Who[image: External link], David Bowie[image: External link], Eric Clapton[image: External link], Rod Stewart[image: External link] and The Police[image: External link].[499] More recent UK music acts that have had international success include Coldplay[image: External link], Radiohead[image: External link], Oasis[image: External link], Spice Girls[image: External link], Robbie Williams[image: External link], Amy Winehouse[image: External link] and Adele[image: External link].[500]

A number of UK cities are known for their music. Acts from Liverpool[image: External link] have had 54 UK chart number one hit singles, more per capita than any other city worldwide.[501] Glasgow[image: External link]'s contribution to music was recognised in 2008 when it was named a UNESCO[image: External link] City of Music, one of only three cities in the world to have this honour.[502]
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Main article: Art of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The history of British visual art forms part of western art history[image: External link]. Major British artists include: the Romantics[image: External link] William Blake[image: External link], John Constable[image: External link], Samuel Palmer[image: External link] and J.M.W. Turner[image: External link]; the portrait[image: External link] painters Sir Joshua Reynolds[image: External link] and Lucian Freud[image: External link]; the landscape artists Thomas Gainsborough[image: External link] and L. S. Lowry[image: External link]; the pioneer of the Arts and Crafts Movement[image: External link] William Morris[image: External link]; the figurative painter Francis Bacon[image: External link]; the Pop artists[image: External link] Peter Blake[image: External link], Richard Hamilton[image: External link] and David Hockney[image: External link]; the collaborative duo Gilbert and George[image: External link]; the abstract[image: External link] artist Howard Hodgkin[image: External link]; and the sculptors[image: External link] Antony Gormley[image: External link], Anish Kapoor[image: External link] and Henry Moore[image: External link]. During the late 1980s and 1990s the Saatchi Gallery[image: External link] in London helped to bring to public attention a group of multi-genre artists who would become known as the "Young British Artists[image: External link]": Damien Hirst[image: External link], Chris Ofili[image: External link], Rachel Whiteread[image: External link], Tracey Emin[image: External link], Mark Wallinger[image: External link], Steve McQueen[image: External link], Sam Taylor-Wood[image: External link] and the Chapman Brothers[image: External link] are among the better-known members of this loosely affiliated movement.

The Royal Academy[image: External link] in London is a key organisation for the promotion of the visual arts in the United Kingdom. Major schools of art in the UK include: the six-school University of the Arts London[image: External link], which includes the Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design[image: External link] and Chelsea College of Art and Design[image: External link]; Goldsmiths, University of London[image: External link]; the Slade School of Fine Art[image: External link] (part of University College London[image: External link]); the Glasgow School of Art[image: External link]; the Royal College of Art[image: External link]; and The Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art[image: External link] (part of the University of Oxford). The Courtauld Institute of Art[image: External link] is a leading centre for the teaching of the history of art[image: External link]. Important art galleries in the United Kingdom include the National Gallery[image: External link], National Portrait Gallery[image: External link], Tate Britain[image: External link] and Tate Modern[image: External link] (the most-visited modern art gallery in the world, with around 4.7 million visitors per year).[503]
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 Cinema




Main article: Cinema of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The United Kingdom has had a considerable influence on the history of the cinema. The British directors Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link], whose film Vertigo[image: External link] is considered by some critics as the best film of all time[image: External link],[505] and David Lean[image: External link] are among the most critically acclaimed of all-time.[506] Other important directors including Charlie Chaplin[image: External link],[507] Michael Powell[image: External link],[508] Carol Reed[image: External link][509] Christopher Nolan[image: External link][510] and Ridley Scott[image: External link].[511] Many British actors have achieved international fame and critical success, including: Julie Andrews[image: External link],[512] Richard Burton[image: External link],[513] Michael Caine[image: External link],[514] Charlie Chaplin,[515] Sean Connery[image: External link],[516] Vivien Leigh[image: External link],[517] David Niven[image: External link],[518] Laurence Olivier[image: External link],[519] Peter Sellers[image: External link],[520] Kate Winslet[image: External link],[521] Anthony Hopkins[image: External link],[522] and Daniel Day-Lewis[image: External link].[523] Some of the most commercially successful films of all time have been produced in the United Kingdom, including two of the highest-grossing film franchises[image: External link] (Harry Potter[image: External link] and James Bond[image: External link]).[524] Ealing Studios[image: External link] has a claim to being the oldest continuously working film studio in the world.[525]

Despite a history of important and successful productions, the industry has often been characterised by a debate about its identity and the level of American and European influence. British producers are active in international co-productions[image: External link] and British actors, directors and crew feature regularly in American films. Many successful Hollywood films have been based on British people, stories[image: External link] or events, including Titanic[image: External link], The Lord of the Rings[image: External link], Pirates of the Caribbean[image: External link].

In 2009, British films grossed around $2 billion worldwide and achieved a market share of around 7% globally and 17% in the United Kingdom.[526] UK box-office takings totalled £944 million in 2009, with around 173 million admissions.[526] The British Film Institute[image: External link] has produced a poll ranking of what it considers to be the 100 greatest British films of all time, the BFI Top 100 British films[image: External link].[527] The annual British Academy Film Awards[image: External link] are hosted by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link].[528]
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Main article: Media of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The BBC[image: External link], founded in 1922, is the UK's publicly funded radio, television and Internet broadcasting corporation, and is the oldest and largest broadcaster in the world.[529][530][531] It operates numerous television and radio stations in the UK and abroad and its domestic services are funded by the television licence[image: External link].[532][533] Other major players in the UK media include ITV plc[image: External link], which operates 11 of the 15 regional television broadcasters that make up the ITV Network[image: External link],[534] and News Corporation[image: External link], which owns a number of national newspapers through News International[image: External link] such as the most popular tabloid[image: External link] The Sun[image: External link] and the longest-established daily " broadsheet[image: External link]" The Times[image: External link],[535] as well as holding a large stake in satellite broadcaster British Sky Broadcasting[image: External link].[536] London dominates the media sector in the UK: national newspapers and television and radio are largely based there, although Manchester is also a significant national media centre. Edinburgh and Glasgow, and Cardiff, are important centres of newspaper and broadcasting production in Scotland and Wales respectively.[537] The UK publishing sector, including books, directories and databases, journals, magazines and business media, newspapers and news agencies, has a combined turnover of around £20 billion and employs around 167,000 people.[538]

In 2009, it was estimated that individuals viewed a mean of 3.75 hours of television per day and 2.81 hours of radio. In that year the main BBC public service broadcasting[image: External link] channels accounted for an estimated 28.4% of all television viewing; the three main independent channels accounted for 29.5% and the increasingly important other satellite and digital channels for the remaining 42.1%.[539] Sales of newspapers have fallen since the 1970s and in 2010 41% of people reported reading a daily national newspaper.[540] In 2010, 82.5% of the UK population were Internet users, the highest proportion amongst the 20 countries with the largest total number of users in that year.[541]
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Main article: British philosophy[image: External link]


The United Kingdom is famous for the tradition of 'British Empiricism', a branch of the philosophy of knowledge that states that only knowledge verified by experience is valid, and 'Scottish Philosophy', sometimes referred to as the 'Scottish School of Common Sense[image: External link]'.[542] The most famous philosophers of British Empiricism are John Locke[image: External link], George Berkeley[image: External link][note 20] and David Hume[image: External link]; while Dugald Stewart[image: External link], Thomas Reid[image: External link] and William Hamilton[image: External link] were major exponents of the Scottish "common sense" school. Two Britons are also notable for a theory of moral philosophy utilitarianism[image: External link], first used by Jeremy Bentham[image: External link] and later by John Stuart Mill[image: External link] in his short work Utilitarianism[image: External link].[543][544] Other eminent philosophers from the UK and the unions and countries that preceded it include Duns Scotus[image: External link], John Lilburne[image: External link], Mary Wollstonecraft[image: External link], Sir Francis Bacon[image: External link], Adam Smith[image: External link], Thomas Hobbes[image: External link], William of Ockham[image: External link], Bertrand Russell[image: External link] and A.J. "Freddie" Ayer[image: External link]. Foreign-born philosophers who settled in the UK include Isaiah Berlin[image: External link], Karl Marx[image: External link], Karl Popper[image: External link] and Ludwig Wittgenstein[image: External link].
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Main article: Sport in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Major sports, including association football[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], rugby union[image: External link], rugby league[image: External link], golf[image: External link], boxing[image: External link], netball[image: External link], rowing[image: External link] and cricket[image: External link], originated or were substantially developed in the UK and the states that preceded it. With the rules and codes of many modern sports invented and codified in late 19th century Victorian Britain[image: External link], in 2012, the President of the IOC, Jacques Rogge[image: External link], stated; "This great, sports-loving country is widely recognized as the birthplace of modern sport. It was here that the concepts of sportsmanship and fair play were first codified into clear rules and regulations. It was here that sport was included as an educational tool in the school curriculum".[546][547]

In most international competitions, separate teams represent England, Scotland and Wales. Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland usually field a single team representing all of Ireland, with notable exceptions being association football and the Commonwealth Games[image: External link]. In sporting contexts, the English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish / Northern Irish teams are often referred to collectively as the Home Nations[image: External link]. There are some sports in which a single team represents the whole of United Kingdom, including the Olympics, where the UK is represented by the Great Britain team[image: External link]. The 1908[image: External link], 1948[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link] Summer Olympics were held in London, making it the first city to host the games three times. Britain has participated in every modern Olympic Games to date and is third in the medal count[image: External link].

A 2003 poll found that football is the most popular sport in the United Kingdom[image: External link].[548] England is recognised by FIFA[image: External link] as the birthplace of club football, and The Football Association[image: External link] is the oldest of its kind, with the rules of football[image: External link] first drafted in 1863 by Ebenezer Cobb Morley[image: External link].[549][550] Each of the Home Nations has its own football association, national team and league system[image: External link]. The English top division, the Premier League[image: External link], is the most watched football league in the world.[551] The first-ever international football match was contested by England[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link] on 30 November 1872.[552] England, Scotland, Wales[image: External link] and Northern Ireland[image: External link] compete as separate countries in international competitions.[553] A Great Britain Olympic football team[image: External link] was assembled for the first time to compete in the London 2012 Olympic Games[image: External link]. However, the Scottish[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link] and Northern Irish[image: External link] football associations declined to participate, fearing that it would undermine their independent status—a fear confirmed by FIFA.[554]

In 2003, rugby union[image: External link] was ranked the second most popular sport in the UK.[548] The sport was created in Rugby School[image: External link], Warwickshire, and the first rugby international[image: External link] took place on 27 March 1871 between England[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link].[555][556] England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, France and Italy compete in the Six Nations Championship[image: External link]; the premier international tournament in the northern hemisphere. Sport governing bodies[image: External link] in England[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link], Wales[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link] organise and regulate the game separately.[557] If any of the British teams or the Irish team beat the other three in a tournament, then it is awarded the Triple Crown[image: External link].[558]

Cricket[image: External link] was invented in England, and its laws[image: External link] were established by Marylebone Cricket Club[image: External link] in 1788.[559] The England cricket team[image: External link], controlled by the England and Wales Cricket Board[image: External link],[560] is the only national team in the UK with Test status[image: External link]. Team members are drawn from the main county sides, and include both English and Welsh players. Cricket is distinct from football and rugby where Wales and England field separate national teams, although Wales had fielded its own team in the past. Irish[image: External link] and Scottish[image: External link] players have played for England because neither Scotland[image: External link] nor Ireland[image: External link] have Test status and have only recently started to play in One Day Internationals[image: External link].[561][562] Scotland, England (and Wales), and Ireland (including Northern Ireland) have competed at the Cricket World Cup[image: External link], with England reaching the finals on three occasions. There is a professional league championship[image: External link] in which clubs representing 17 English counties and 1 Welsh county compete.[563]

The modern game of tennis[image: External link] originated in Birmingham, England, in the 1860s, before spreading around the world.[564] The world's oldest tennis tournament, the Wimbledon championships[image: External link], first occurred in 1877, and today the event takes place over two weeks in late June and early July.[565]

Thoroughbred racing[image: External link], which originated under Charles II of England[image: External link] as the "sport of kings", is popular throughout the UK with world-famous races including the Grand National[image: External link], the Epsom Derby[image: External link], Royal Ascot[image: External link] and the Cheltenham National Hunt Festival[image: External link] (including the Cheltenham Gold Cup[image: External link]). The UK has proved successful in the international sporting arena in rowing[image: External link].

The UK is closely associated with motorsport[image: External link]. Many teams and drivers in Formula One[image: External link] (F1) are based in the UK, and the country has won more drivers'[image: External link] and constructors'[image: External link] titles[image: External link] than any other. The UK hosted the first F1 Grand Prix in 1950 at Silverstone[image: External link], the current location of the British Grand Prix[image: External link] held each year in July.[566] The UK hosts legs of the Grand Prix motorcycle racing[image: External link], World Rally Championship[image: External link] and FIA World Endurance Championship[image: External link]. The premier national auto racing event is the British Touring Car Championship[image: External link]. Motorcycle road racing has a long tradition with races such as the Isle of Man TT[image: External link] and the North West 200[image: External link].

Golf[image: External link] is the sixth most popular sport, by participation, in the UK. Although The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews[image: External link] in Scotland is the sport's home course,[568] the world's oldest golf course is actually Musselburgh Links' Old Golf Course.[569] In 1764, the standard 18-hole golf course was created at St Andrews when members modified the course from 22 to 18 holes.[567] The oldest golf tournament in the world, and the first major championship in golf, The Open Championship[image: External link], is played annually on the weekend of the third Friday in July.[570]

Rugby league[image: External link] originated in Huddersfield, West Yorkshire in 1895 and is generally played in Northern England[image: External link].[571] A single 'Great Britain Lions' team had competed in the Rugby League World Cup[image: External link] and Test match games, but this changed in 2008 when England[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link] competed as separate nations.[572] Great Britain is still retained as the full national team. Super League[image: External link] is the highest level of professional rugby league in the UK and Europe. It consists of 11 teams from Northern England, 1 from London, 1 from Wales and 1 from France.[573]

The 'Queensberry rules'[image: External link], the code of general rules in boxing[image: External link], was named after John Douglas, 9th Marquess of Queensberry[image: External link] in 1867, that formed the basis of modern boxing.[574] Snooker[image: External link] is another of the UK's popular sporting exports, with the world championships held annually in Sheffield[image: External link].[575] In Northern Ireland Gaelic football[image: External link] and hurling[image: External link] are popular team sports, both in terms of participation and spectating, and Irish expatriates in the UK and the US also play them.[576] Shinty[image: External link] (or camanachd) is popular in the Scottish Highlands[image: External link].[577] Highland games[image: External link] are held in spring and summer in Scotland, celebrating Scottish and celtic[image: External link] culture and heritage, especially that of the Scottish Highlands.[578]
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Main article: Symbols of the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man[image: External link]


The flag of the United Kingdom[image: External link] is the Union Flag[image: External link] (also referred to as the Union Jack). It was created in 1606 by the superimposition of the Flag of England[image: External link] on the Flag of Scotland[image: External link] and updated in 1801 with the addition of Saint Patrick's Flag[image: External link]. Wales is not represented in the Union Flag, as Wales had been conquered and annexed to England prior to the formation of the United Kingdom. The possibility of redesigning the Union Flag to include representation of Wales has not been completely ruled out.[579] The national anthem[image: External link] of the United Kingdom is "God Save the King[image: External link]", with "King" replaced with "Queen" in the lyrics whenever the monarch is a woman.

Britannia[image: External link] is a national personification[image: External link] of the United Kingdom, originating from Roman Britain[image: External link].[580] Britannia is symbolised as a young woman with brown or golden hair, wearing a Corinthian helmet[image: External link] and white robes. She holds Poseidon[image: External link]'s three-pronged trident and a shield, bearing the Union Flag. Sometimes she is depicted as riding on the back of a lion. Since the height of the British Empire in the late 19th century, Britannia has often been associated with British maritime dominance, as in the patriotic song "Rule, Britannia![image: External link]". Up until 2008, the lion symbol was depicted behind Britannia on the British fifty pence coin[image: External link] and on the back of the British ten pence coin[image: External link]. It is also used as a symbol on the non-ceremonial flag of the British Army.

A second, less used, personification of the nation is the character John Bull[image: External link]. The bulldog[image: External link] is sometimes used as a symbol of the United Kingdom and has been associated with Winston Churchill's defiance of Nazi Germany.[581]
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The following are international rankings of the United Kingdom, including those measuring life quality, health care quality, stability, press freedom and income.


	


	Index
	Rank
	Countries reviewed



	
Human Development Index[image: External link] 2015
	14
	187



	
Inequality adjusted Human Development Index[image: External link] 2015
	13
	150



	
OECD Better Life Index[image: External link] 2016
	16
	38



	
Legatum Prosperity Index[image: External link] 2015[582]

	10
	142



	
Index of Public Integrity[image: External link] 2016[583]

	6
	105



	
Democracy Index[image: External link] 2016[584]

	16
	167



	
Freedom House[image: External link] ranking of political rights 2016[585]

	8
	195



	
Freedom House[image: External link] ranking of civil liberties 2016[585]

	
	195



	
Save the Children State of the World's Mothers report[image: External link] 2015[586]

	24
	179



	
Total health expenditure per capita[image: External link] 2015
	17
	188



	
Fragile States Index[image: External link] (Reverse ranking) 2016[583]

	17
	178



	
Gallup gross median household income[image: External link] 2013
	19
	131



	
Median equivalent adult income[image: External link] 2009–2014
	19
	35



	
International Property Rights Index[image: External link] 2015
	13
	129



	
Euro health consumer index[image: External link] 2015[587]

	14 (England) 16 (Scotland)
	35



	
Press Freedom Index[image: External link] 2016
	38
	180



	
Global Gender Gap Report[image: External link] 2015
	20
	144



	
World Happiness Report[image: External link] 2016
	23
	157



	
Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link] 2015
	10
	175



	
Networked Readiness Index[image: External link] 2014[588]

	9
	144



	
Household final consumption expenditure per capita 2014
	12
	163



	
Ease of doing business index[image: External link] 2017
	7
	185



	
Global Peace Index[image: External link] 2016
	47
	163



	
Globalization Index[image: External link] 2015
	
	207



	
Logistics Performance Index[image: External link] 2014[585]

	4
	160



	
Index of Economic Freedom[image: External link] 2016
	10
	167



	Merchant Navy[image: External link]
	10
	39
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Outline of the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Outline of England[image: External link]

	Outline of Northern Ireland[image: External link]

	Outline of Scotland[image: External link]

	Outline of Wales[image: External link]





	Index of United Kingdom-related articles[image: External link]



United Kingdom[image: External link] – Wikipedia book[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ An alternative variant of the Royal coat of arms is used in Scotland: [click to view image][image: External link].


	
^ There is no authorised version of the national anthem as the words are a matter of tradition; only the first verse is usually sung.[1] No law was passed making "God Save the Queen" the official anthem. In the English tradition, such laws are not necessary; proclamation and usage are sufficient to make it the national anthem. "God Save the Queen" also serves as the Royal anthem[image: External link] for certain Commonwealth realms[image: External link]. The words Queen, she, her, used at present (in the reign of Elizabeth II), are replaced by King, he, him when the monarch is male.


	
^ Under the Council of Europe[image: External link]'s European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages[image: External link], Scots, Ulster Scots, Welsh, Cornish, Scottish Gaelic and Irish are officially recognised as regional[image: External link] or minority[image: External link] languages by the British Government[image: External link] for the purposes of the Charter.[2] See also Languages of the United Kingdom[image: External link].


	
^ European Union[image: External link] since 1993.


	
^ Some of the devolved countries, Crown dependencies and British Overseas Territories issue their own sterling banknotes or currencies, or use another nation's currency. See List of British currencies[image: External link] for more information


	
^ This excludes some of the UK's dependencies. See Time in the United Kingdom#British territories[image: External link]


	
^ Excludes most overseas territories[image: External link]


	
^ The .eu[image: External link] domain is also used, as it is shared with other European Union member states. Other TLDs are used regionally[image: External link]


	
^ Although Northern Ireland is the only part of the UK that shares a land border with another sovereign state, two of its Overseas Territories[image: External link] also share land borders with other sovereign countries. Gibraltar[image: External link] shares a border[image: External link] with Spain, while the Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link] share borders with the Republic of Cyprus, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus[image: External link] and the UN buffer zone[image: External link] separating the two Cypriot polities.


	
^ In the referendum of 23 June 2016[image: External link], a majority voted for the United Kingdom to withdraw from the European Union, but the process and date for Brexit[image: External link] have yet to be determined.


	
^ The Anglo-Irish Treaty[image: External link] was signed on 6 December 1921 to resolve the Irish War of Independence[image: External link]. When it took effect one year later, it established the Irish Free State[image: External link] as a separate dominion[image: External link] within the Commonwealth[image: External link]. The UK's current name was adopted to reflect the change.


	
^ Compare to section 1 of both of the 1800 Acts of Union[image: External link] which reads: the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland shall...be united into one Kingdom, by the Name of "The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland"


	
^ i[image: External link]/ju:'naItId 'kINGdem ev greIt 'brIten end 'no:den 'aIelend /[image: External link]


	
^ i[image: External link]/'brIten /[image: External link]


	
^ Since the early twentieth century the prime minister has held the office of First Lord of the Treasury[image: External link], and in recent decades has also held the office of Minister for the Civil Service[image: External link].


	
^ Sinn Féin, an Irish republican[image: External link] party, also contests elections in the Republic of Ireland.


	
^ In 2007–2008, this was calculated to be £115 per week for single adults with no dependent children; £199 per week for couples with no dependent children; £195 per week for single adults with two dependent children under 14; and £279 per week for couples with two dependent children under 14.


	
^ The 2011 Census recorded Gypsies/Travellers as a separate ethnic group for the first time.


	
^ In the 2011 Census, for the purpose of harmonising results to make them comparable across the UK, the ONS includes individuals in Scotland who classified themselves in the "African" category (29,638 people), which in the Scottish version of the census is separate from "Caribbean or Black" (6,540 people),[373] in this "Black or Black British" category. The ONS note that "the African categories used in Scotland could potentially capture White/Asian/Other African in addition to Black identities".[374]


	
^ Berkeley is in fact Irish but was called a 'British empiricist' due to the territory of what is now known as the Republic of Ireland being in the UK at the time
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India






This article is about the Republic of India. For other uses, see India (disambiguation)[image: External link].

India, officially the Republic of India (Bhārat Gaṇarājya),[e] is a country in South Asia[image: External link]. It is the seventh-largest[image: External link] country by area, the second-most populous country (with over 1.2 billion people[image: External link]), and the most populous democracy[image: External link] in the world. It is bounded by the Indian Ocean[image: External link] on the south, the Arabian Sea[image: External link] on the southwest, and the Bay of Bengal[image: External link] on the southeast. It shares land borders with Pakistan to the west;[f] China[image: External link], Nepal[image: External link], and Bhutan to the northeast; and Myanmar (Burma) and Bangladesh to the east. In the Indian Ocean, India is in the vicinity of Sri Lanka[image: External link] and the Maldives. India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands[image: External link] share a maritime border with Thailand and Indonesia[image: External link].

The Indian subcontinent[image: External link] was home to the urban Indus Valley Civilisation[image: External link] of the 3rd millennium BCE. In the following millennium, the oldest scriptures associated with Hinduism[image: External link] began to be composed. Social stratification, based on caste[image: External link], emerged in the first millennium BCE, and Buddhism[image: External link] and Jainism[image: External link] arose. Early political consolidations took place under the Maurya[image: External link] and Gupta empires[image: External link]; the later peninsular Middle Kingdoms[image: External link] influenced cultures as far as southeast Asia. In the medieval era, Judaism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link], and Islam[image: External link] arrived, and Sikhism[image: External link] emerged, all adding to the region's diverse culture[image: External link]. Much of the north fell to the Delhi sultanate[image: External link]; the south was united under the Vijayanagara Empire[image: External link]. The economy expanded in the 17th century in the Mughal Empire[image: External link]. In the mid-18th century, the subcontinent came under British East India Company rule[image: External link], and in the mid-19th under British crown rule[image: External link]. A nationalist movement[image: External link] emerged in the late 19th century, which later, under Mahatma Gandhi[image: External link], was noted for nonviolent resistance[image: External link] and led to India's independence in 1947.

In 2015, the Indian economy[image: External link] was the world's seventh largest by nominal GDP and third largest by purchasing power parity.[15] Following market-based economic reforms in 1991, India became one of the fastest-growing major economies and is considered a newly industrialised country. However, it continues to face the challenges of poverty[image: External link], corruption[image: External link], malnutrition[image: External link], and inadequate public healthcare[image: External link]. A nuclear weapons state[image: External link] and regional power[image: External link], it has the third largest standing army[image: External link] in the world and ranks fifth in military expenditure[image: External link] among nations. India is a federal republic[image: External link] governed under a parliamentary system[image: External link] and consists of 29 states and 7 union territories[image: External link]. It is a pluralistic[image: External link], multilingual and multi-ethnic society and is also home to a diversity of wildlife[image: External link] in a variety of protected habitats[image: External link].
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 Etymology




Main article: Names of India[image: External link]


The name India is derived from Indus, which originates from the Old Persian[image: External link] word Hindu.[18] The latter term stems from the Sanskrit[image: External link] word Sindhu, which was the historical local appellation for the Indus River[image: External link].[19] The ancient Greeks[image: External link] referred to the Indians as Indoi (Ἰνδοί), which translates as "The people of the Indus".[20]

The geographical term Bharat (Bhārat, pronounced  [ˈbʱaːrət̪][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link])), which is recognised by the Constitution of India[image: External link] as an official name for the country,[21] is used by many Indian languages[image: External link] in its variations. It is a modernisation of the historical name Bharatavarsha, which traditionally referred to the Indian subcontinent and gained increasing currency from the mid-19th century as a native name for India.[22][23] Scholars believe it to be named after the Vedic tribe of Bhāratas[image: External link] in the second millennium BCE.[24] It is also traditionally associated with the rule of the legendary emperor Bharata[image: External link].[25] Gaṇarājya[image: External link] (literally, people's State) is the Sanskrit[image: External link]/ Hindi[image: External link] term for "republic" dating back to the ancient times.[26][27][28]

Hindustan[image: External link] ( [ɦɪnd̪ʊˈst̪aːn][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link])) is a Persian[image: External link] name for India dating back to the 3rd century BCE. It was introduced into India by the Mughals[image: External link] and widely used since then. Its meaning varied, referring to a region that encompassed northern India and Pakistan or India in its entirety.[22][23][29] Currently, the name may refer to either the northern part of India or the entire country.[29]
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 History




Main articles: History of India[image: External link] and History of the Republic of India[image: External link]
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 Ancient India




The earliest authenticated human[image: External link] remains in South Asia[image: External link] date to about 30,000 years ago.[30] Nearly contemporaneous Mesolithic[image: External link] rock art sites have been found in many parts of the Indian subcontinent, including at the Bhimbetka rock shelters[image: External link] in Madhya Pradesh[image: External link].[31] Around 7000 BCE, the first known Neolithic[image: External link] settlements appeared on the subcontinent in Mehrgarh[image: External link] and other sites in western Pakistan.[32] These gradually developed into the Indus Valley Civilisation[image: External link],[33] the first urban culture in South Asia;[34] it flourished during 2500–1900 BCE in Pakistan and western India.[35] Centred around cities such as Mohenjo-daro[image: External link], Harappa[image: External link], Dholavira[image: External link], and Kalibangan[image: External link], and relying on varied forms of subsistence, the civilisation engaged robustly in crafts production and wide-ranging trade.[34]

During the period 2000–500 BCE, in terms of culture, many regions of the subcontinent transitioned from the Chalcolithic[image: External link] to the Iron Age[image: External link].[36] The Vedas[image: External link], the oldest scriptures associated with Hinduism[image: External link],[37] were composed during this period,[38] and historians have analysed these to posit a Vedic culture[image: External link] in the Punjab region[image: External link] and the upper Gangetic Plain[image: External link].[36] Most historians also consider this period to have encompassed several waves of Indo-Aryan migration[image: External link] into the subcontinent.[39][37] The caste system[image: External link] arose during this period, creating a hierarchy of priests, warriors, free peasants and traders, and lastly the indigenous peoples who were regarded as impure; and small tribal units gradually coalesced into monarchical, state-level polities.[40][41] On the Deccan Plateau[image: External link], archaeological evidence from this period suggests the existence of a chiefdom stage of political organisation.[36] In southern India, a progression to sedentary life is indicated by the large number of megalithic[image: External link] monuments dating from this period,[42] as well as by nearby traces of agriculture, irrigation tanks, and craft traditions.[42]

In the late Vedic period[image: External link], around the 6th century BCE, the small states and chiefdoms of the Ganges[image: External link] Plain and the north-western regions had consolidated into 16 major oligarchies and monarchies that were known as the mahajanapadas[image: External link].[43][44] The emerging urbanisation gave rise to non-Vedic religious movements, two of which became independent religions. Jainism came into prominence during the life of its exemplar, Mahavira[image: External link].[45] Buddhism, based on the teachings of Gautama Buddha[image: External link] attracted followers from all social classes excepting the middle class; chronicling the life of the Buddha was central to the beginnings of recorded history in India.[46][47][48] In an age of increasing urban wealth, both religions held up renunciation[image: External link] as an ideal,[49] and both established long-lasting monastic traditions. Politically, by the 3rd century BCE, the kingdom of Magadha[image: External link] had annexed or reduced other states to emerge as the Mauryan Empire[image: External link].[50] The empire was once thought to have controlled most of the subcontinent excepting the far south, but its core regions are now thought to have been separated by large autonomous areas.[51][52] The Mauryan kings are known as much for their empire-building and determined management of public life as for Ashoka[image: External link]'s renunciation of militarism and far-flung advocacy of the Buddhist dhamma[image: External link].[53][54]

The Sangam literature[image: External link] of the Tamil language[image: External link] reveals that, between 200 BCE and 200 CE, the southern peninsula was being ruled by the Cheras[image: External link], the Cholas[image: External link], and the Pandyas[image: External link], dynasties that traded extensively with the Roman Empire[image: External link] and with West[image: External link] and South-East Asia[image: External link].[55][56] In North India, Hinduism asserted patriarchal control within the family, leading to increased subordination of women.[57][50] By the 4th and 5th centuries, the Gupta Empire[image: External link] had created in the greater Ganges Plain a complex system of administration and taxation that became a model for later Indian kingdoms.[58][59] Under the Guptas, a renewed Hinduism based on devotion rather than the management of ritual began to assert itself.[60] The renewal was reflected in a flowering of sculpture[image: External link] and architecture[image: External link], which found patrons among an urban elite.[59] Classical Sanskrit literature[image: External link] flowered as well, and Indian science[image: External link], astronomy[image: External link], medicine[image: External link], and mathematics[image: External link] made significant advances.[59]
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 Medieval India




The Indian early medieval age, 600 CE to 1200 CE, is defined by regional kingdoms and cultural diversity.[61] When Harsha[image: External link] of Kannauj[image: External link], who ruled much of the Indo-Gangetic Plain from 606 to 647 CE, attempted to expand southwards, he was defeated by the Chalukya[image: External link] ruler of the Deccan.[62] When his successor attempted to expand eastwards, he was defeated by the Pala[image: External link] king of Bengal[image: External link].[62] When the Chalukyas attempted to expand southwards, they were defeated by the Pallavas[image: External link] from farther south, who in turn were opposed by the Pandyas[image: External link] and the Cholas[image: External link] from still farther south.[62] No ruler of this period was able to create an empire and consistently control lands much beyond his core region.[61] During this time, pastoral peoples whose land had been cleared to make way for the growing agricultural economy were accommodated within caste society, as were new non-traditional ruling classes.[63] The caste system consequently began to show regional differences.[63]

In the 6th and 7th centuries, the first devotional hymns[image: External link] were created in the Tamil language.[64] They were imitated all over India and led to both the resurgence of Hinduism and the development of all modern languages of the subcontinent[image: External link].[64] Indian royalty, big and small, and the temples they patronised, drew citizens in great numbers to the capital cities, which became economic hubs as well.[65] Temple towns of various sizes began to appear everywhere as India underwent another urbanisation.[65] By the 8th and 9th centuries, the effects were felt in South-East Asia, as South Indian culture and political systems were exported to lands that became part of modern-day Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia[image: External link], and Java[image: External link].[66] Indian merchants, scholars, and sometimes armies were involved in this transmission; South-East Asians took the initiative as well, with many sojourning in Indian seminaries and translating Buddhist and Hindu texts into their languages.[66]

After the 10th century, Muslim Central Asian nomadic clans, using swift-horse[image: External link] cavalry and raising vast armies united by ethnicity and religion, repeatedly overran South Asia's north-western plains, leading eventually to the establishment of the Islamic Delhi Sultanate[image: External link] in 1206.[67] The sultanate was to control much of North India, and to make many forays into South India. Although at first disruptive for the Indian elites, the sultanate largely left its vast non-Muslim subject population to its own laws and customs.[68][69] By repeatedly repulsing Mongol raiders[image: External link] in the 13th century, the sultanate saved India from the devastation visited on West and Central Asia, setting the scene for centuries of migration[image: External link] of fleeing soldiers, learned men, mystics, traders, artists, and artisans from that region into the subcontinent, thereby creating a syncretic Indo-Islamic culture in the north.[70][71] The sultanate's raiding and weakening of the regional kingdoms of South India paved the way for the indigenous Vijayanagara Empire[image: External link].[72] Embracing a strong Shaivite[image: External link] tradition and building upon the military technology of the sultanate, the empire came to control much of peninsular India,[73] and was to influence South Indian society for long afterwards.[72]
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 Early modern India




In the early 16th century, northern India, being then under mainly Muslim rulers,[74] fell again to the superior mobility and firepower of a new generation of Central Asian warriors.[75] The resulting Mughal Empire[image: External link] did not stamp out the local societies it came to rule, but rather balanced and pacified them through new administrative practices[76][77] and diverse and inclusive ruling elites,[78] leading to more systematic, centralised, and uniform rule.[79] Eschewing tribal bonds and Islamic identity, especially under Akbar[image: External link], the Mughals united their far-flung realms through loyalty, expressed through a Persianised culture, to an emperor who had near-divine status.[78] The Mughal state's economic policies, deriving most revenues from agriculture[80] and mandating that taxes be paid in the well-regulated silver currency,[81] caused peasants and artisans to enter larger markets.[79] The relative peace maintained by the empire during much of the 17th century was a factor in India's economic expansion,[79] resulting in greater patronage of painting[image: External link], literary forms, textiles, and architecture[image: External link].[82] Newly coherent social groups in northern and western India, such as the Marathas[image: External link], the Rajputs[image: External link], and the Sikhs[image: External link], gained military and governing ambitions during Mughal rule, which, through collaboration or adversity, gave them both recognition and military experience.[83] Expanding commerce during Mughal rule gave rise to new Indian commercial and political elites along the coasts of southern and eastern India.[83] As the empire disintegrated, many among these elites were able to seek and control their own affairs.[84]

By the early 18th century, with the lines between commercial and political dominance being increasingly blurred, a number of European trading companies, including the English East India Company[image: External link], had established coastal outposts.[85][86] The East India Company's control of the seas, greater resources, and more advanced military training and technology led it to increasingly flex its military muscle and caused it to become attractive to a portion of the Indian elite; these factors were crucial in allowing the company to gain control over the Bengal[image: External link] region by 1765 and sideline the other European companies.[87][85][88][89] Its further access to the riches of Bengal and the subsequent increased strength and size of its army enabled it to annex or subdue most of India by the 1820s.[90] India was then no longer exporting manufactured goods as it long had, but was instead supplying the British Empire with raw materials, and many historians consider this to be the onset of India's colonial period.[85] By this time, with its economic power severely curtailed by the British parliament and itself effectively made an arm of British administration, the company began to more consciously enter non-economic arenas such as education, social reform, and culture.[91]
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 Modern India




Historians consider India's modern age to have begun sometime between 1848 and 1885. The appointment in 1848 of Lord Dalhousie[image: External link] as Governor General of the East India Company set the stage for changes essential to a modern state. These included the consolidation and demarcation of sovereignty, the surveillance of the population, and the education of citizens. Technological changes—among them, railways, canals, and the telegraph—were introduced not long after their introduction in Europe.[92][93][94][95] However, disaffection with the company also grew during this time, and set off the Indian Rebellion of 1857[image: External link]. Fed by diverse resentments and perceptions, including invasive British-style social reforms, harsh land taxes, and summary treatment of some rich landowners and princes, the rebellion rocked many regions of northern and central India and shook the foundations of Company rule.[96][97] Although the rebellion was suppressed by 1858, it led to the dissolution of the East India Company and to the direct administration of India[image: External link] by the British government. Proclaiming a unitary state and a gradual but limited British-style parliamentary system, the new rulers also protected princes and landed gentry as a feudal safeguard against future unrest.[98][99] In the decades following, public life gradually emerged all over India, leading eventually to the founding of the Indian National Congress[image: External link] in 1885.[100][101][102][103]

The rush of technology and the commercialisation of agriculture in the second half of the 19th century was marked by economic setbacks—many small farmers became dependent on the whims of far-away markets.[104] There was an increase in the number of large-scale famines[image: External link],[105] and, despite the risks of infrastructure development borne by Indian taxpayers, little industrial employment was generated for Indians.[106] There were also salutary effects: commercial cropping, especially in the newly canalled Punjab, led to increased food production for internal consumption.[107] The railway network provided critical famine relief,[108] notably reduced the cost of moving goods,[108] and helped nascent Indian-owned industry.[107]

After World War I, in which approximately one million Indians served[image: External link],[109] a new period began. It was marked by British reforms[image: External link] but also repressive legislations[image: External link], by more strident Indian calls for self-rule, and by the beginnings of a nonviolent[image: External link] movement of non-co-operation, of which Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi[image: External link] would become the leader and enduring symbol.[110] During the 1930s, slow legislative reform was enacted by the British; the Indian National Congress won victories in the resulting elections.[111] The next decade was beset with crises: Indian participation in World War II[image: External link], the Congress's final push for non-co-operation, and an upsurge of Muslim nationalism. All were capped by the advent of independence in 1947, but tempered by the partition of India[image: External link] into two states: India and Pakistan.[112]

Vital to India's self-image as an independent nation was its constitution, completed in 1950, which put in place a secular and democratic republic.[113] In the 60 years since, India has had a mixed record of successes and failures.[114] It has remained a democracy with civil liberties, an active Supreme Court, and a largely independent press.[114] Economic liberalisation, which was begun in the 1990s, has created a large urban middle class, transformed India into one of the world's fastest-growing economies[image: External link],[115] and increased its geopolitical clout. Indian movies, music, and spiritual teachings play an increasing role in global culture.[114] Yet, India is also shaped by seemingly unyielding poverty, both rural and urban;[114] by religious[image: External link] and caste-related violence[image: External link];[116] by Maoist-inspired Naxalite insurgencies[image: External link];[117] and by separatism in Jammu and Kashmir[image: External link] and in Northeast India[image: External link].[118] It has unresolved territorial disputes with China[image: External link][119] and with Pakistan[image: External link].[119] The India–Pakistan nuclear rivalry came to a head in 1998.[120] India's sustained democratic freedoms are unique among the world's newer nations; however, in spite of its recent economic successes, freedom from want for its disadvantaged population remains a goal yet to be achieved.[121]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of India[image: External link]


India comprises the bulk of the Indian subcontinent, lying atop the Indian tectonic plate[image: External link], and part of the Indo-Australian Plate[image: External link].[122] India's defining geological processes began 75 million years ago when the Indian plate, then part of the southern supercontinent Gondwana[image: External link], began a north-eastward drift[image: External link] caused by seafloor spreading[image: External link] to its south-west, and later, south and south-east.[122] Simultaneously, the vast Tethyn[image: External link] oceanic crust[image: External link], to its northeast, began to subduct[image: External link] under the Eurasian plate[image: External link].[122] These dual processes, driven by convection in the Earth's mantle[image: External link], both created the Indian Ocean[image: External link] and caused the Indian continental crust[image: External link] eventually to under-thrust Eurasia and to uplift the Himalayas[image: External link].[122] Immediately south of the emerging Himalayas, plate movement created a vast trough[image: External link] that rapidly filled with river-borne sediment[123] and now constitutes the Indo-Gangetic Plain[image: External link].[124] Cut off from the plain by the ancient Aravalli Range[image: External link] lies the Thar Desert[image: External link].[125]

The original Indian plate survives as peninsular India[image: External link], the oldest and geologically most stable part of India. It extends as far north as the Satpura[image: External link] and Vindhya[image: External link] ranges in central India. These parallel chains run from the Arabian Sea coast in Gujarat in the west to the coal-rich Chota Nagpur Plateau[image: External link] in Jharkhand in the east.[126] To the south, the remaining peninsular landmass, the Deccan Plateau[image: External link], is flanked on the west and east by coastal ranges known as the Western[image: External link] and Eastern Ghats[image: External link];[127] the plateau contains the country's oldest rock formations, some over one billion years old. Constituted in such fashion, India lies to the north of the equator between 6° 44' and 35° 30' north latitude[g] and 68° 7' and 97° 25' east longitude.[128]

India's coastline measures 7,517 kilometres (4,700 mi) in length; of this distance, 5,423 kilometres (3,400 mi) belong to peninsular India and 2,094 kilometres (1,300 mi) to the Andaman, Nicobar, and Lakshadweep island chains.[129] According to the Indian naval hydrographic charts, the mainland coastline consists of the following: 43% sandy beaches; 11% rocky shores, including cliffs; and 46% mudflats[image: External link] or marshy shores.[129]

Major Himalayan-origin rivers that substantially flow through India include the Ganges[image: External link] and the Brahmaputra[image: External link], both of which drain into the Bay of Bengal[image: External link].[130] Important tributaries of the Ganges include the Yamuna[image: External link] and the Kosi[image: External link]; the latter's extremely low gradient often leads to severe floods and course changes.[131] Major peninsular rivers, whose steeper gradients prevent their waters from flooding, include the Godavari[image: External link], the Mahanadi[image: External link], the Kaveri[image: External link], and the Krishna[image: External link], which also drain into the Bay of Bengal;[132] and the Narmada[image: External link] and the Tapti[image: External link], which drain into the Arabian Sea[image: External link].[133] Coastal features include the marshy Rann of Kutch[image: External link] of western India and the alluvial Sundarbans[image: External link] delta of eastern India; the latter is shared with Bangladesh.[134] India has two archipelagos[image: External link]: the Lakshadweep[image: External link], coral atolls[image: External link] off India's south-western coast; and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, a volcanic chain in the Andaman Sea[image: External link].[135]

The Indian climate[image: External link] is strongly influenced by the Himalayas and the Thar Desert, both of which drive the economically and culturally pivotal summer and winter monsoons[image: External link].[136] The Himalayas prevent cold Central Asian katabatic winds[image: External link] from blowing in, keeping the bulk of the Indian subcontinent warmer than most locations at similar latitudes.[137][138] The Thar Desert plays a crucial role in attracting the moisture-laden south-west summer monsoon winds that, between June and October, provide the majority of India's rainfall.[136] Four major climatic groupings predominate in India: tropical wet[image: External link], tropical dry[image: External link], subtropical humid[image: External link], and montane[image: External link].[139]
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 Biodiversity




Main article: Wildlife of India[image: External link]


India lies within the Indomalaya ecozone[image: External link] and contains three biodiversity hotspots[image: External link].[140] One of 17 megadiverse countries[image: External link], it hosts 8.6% of all mammalian, 13.7% of all avian, 7.9% of all reptilian, 6% of all amphibian, 12.2% of all piscine, and 6.0% of all flowering plant species.[141][142] About 21.2% of the country's landmass is covered by forests (tree canopy density >10%), of which 12.2% comprises moderately or very dense forests (tree canopy density >40%).[143] Endemism[image: External link] is high among plants, 33%, and among ecoregions[image: External link] such as the shola[image: External link] forests[image: External link].[144] Habitat ranges from the tropical rainforest[image: External link] of the Andaman Islands[image: External link], Western Ghats[image: External link], and North-East India[image: External link] to the coniferous forest[image: External link] of the Himalaya. Between these extremes lie the moist deciduous sal[image: External link] forest of eastern India; the dry deciduous teak[image: External link] forest of central and southern India; and the babul[image: External link]-dominated thorn forest[image: External link] of the central Deccan and western Gangetic plain.[145] The medicinal neem[image: External link], widely used in rural Indian herbal remedies, is a key Indian tree. The luxuriant pipal[image: External link] fig tree, shown on the seals of Mohenjo-daro[image: External link], shaded Gautama Buddha as he sought enlightenment.

Many Indian species descend from taxa[image: External link] originating in Gondwana, from which the Indian plate[image: External link] separated more than 105 million years before present[image: External link].[146] Peninsular India[image: External link]'s subsequent movement[image: External link] towards and collision with the Laurasian[image: External link] landmass set off a mass exchange of species. Epochal volcanism[image: External link] and climatic changes 20 million years ago forced a mass extinction.[147] Mammals then entered India from Asia through two zoogeographical[image: External link] passes flanking the rising Himalaya.[145] Thus, while 45.8% of reptiles and 55.8% of amphibians are endemic, only 12.6% of mammals and 4.5% of birds are.[142] Among them are the Nilgiri leaf monkey[image: External link] and Beddome's toad[image: External link] of the Western Ghats. India contains 172 IUCN[image: External link]-designated threatened animal species[image: External link], or 2.9% of endangered forms.[148] These include the Asiatic lion[image: External link], the Bengal tiger[image: External link], the snow leopard[image: External link] and the Indian white-rumped vulture[image: External link], which, by ingesting the carrion of diclofenac[image: External link]-laced cattle, nearly became extinct.

The pervasive and ecologically devastating human encroachment of recent decades has critically endangered Indian wildlife. In response the system of national parks[image: External link] and protected areas[image: External link], first established in 1935, was substantially expanded. In 1972, India enacted the Wildlife Protection Act[image: External link][149] and Project Tiger[image: External link] to safeguard crucial wilderness; the Forest Conservation Act was enacted in 1980 and amendments added in 1988.[150] India hosts more than five hundred wildlife sanctuaries[image: External link] and thirteen biosphere reserves[image: External link],[151] four of which are part of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves[image: External link]; twenty-five wetlands[image: External link] are registered under the Ramsar Convention[image: External link].[152]
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of India[image: External link]


India is the world's most populous democracy.[153] A parliamentary republic with a multi-party system[image: External link],[154] it has seven recognised[image: External link] national parties[image: External link], including the Indian National Congress[image: External link] and the Bharatiya Janata Party[image: External link] (BJP), and more than 40 regional parties[image: External link].[155] The Congress is considered centre-left in Indian political culture[image: External link],[156] and the BJP right-wing[image: External link].[157][158][159] For most of the period between 1950—when India first became a republic—and the late 1980s, the Congress held a majority in the parliament. Since then, however, it has increasingly shared the political stage with the BJP,[160] as well as with powerful regional parties which have often forced the creation of multi-party coalitions[image: External link] at the centre.[161]

In the Republic of India's first three general elections, in 1951, 1957, and 1962, the Jawaharlal Nehru[image: External link]-led Congress won easy victories. On Nehru's death in 1964, Lal Bahadur Shastri[image: External link] briefly became prime minister; he was succeeded, after his own unexpected death in 1966, by Indira Gandhi[image: External link], who went on to lead the Congress to election victories in 1967 and 1971. Following public discontent with the state of emergency[image: External link] she declared in 1975, the Congress was voted out of power in 1977; the then-new Janata Party[image: External link], which had opposed the emergency, was voted in. Its government lasted just over three years. Voted back into power in 1980, the Congress saw a change in leadership in 1984, when Indira Gandhi was assassinated; she was succeeded by her son Rajiv Gandhi[image: External link], who won an easy victory in the general elections later that year. The Congress was voted out again in 1989 when a National Front[image: External link] coalition, led by the newly formed Janata Dal[image: External link] in alliance with the Left Front[image: External link], won the elections; that government too proved relatively short-lived, lasting just under two years.[162] Elections were held again in 1991; no party won an absolute majority. The Congress, as the largest single party, was able to form a minority government[image: External link] led by P. V. Narasimha Rao[image: External link].[163]

A two-year period of political turmoil followed the general election of 1996. Several short-lived alliances shared power at the centre. The BJP formed a government briefly in 1996; it was followed by two comparatively long-lasting United Front[image: External link] coalitions, which depended on external support. In 1998, the BJP was able to form a successful coalition, the National Democratic Alliance[image: External link] (NDA). Led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee[image: External link], the NDA became the first non-Congress, coalition government[image: External link] to complete a five-year term.[164] In the 2004 Indian general elections[image: External link], again no party won an absolute majority, but the Congress emerged as the largest single party, forming another successful coalition: the United Progressive Alliance[image: External link] (UPA). It had the support of left-leaning parties and MPs who opposed the BJP. The UPA returned to power in the 2009 general election[image: External link] with increased numbers, and it no longer required external support from India's communist parties[image: External link].[165] That year, Manmohan Singh[image: External link] became the first prime minister since Jawaharlal Nehru[image: External link] in 1957[image: External link] and 1962[image: External link] to be re-elected to a consecutive five-year term.[166] In the 2014 general election[image: External link], the BJP became the first political party since 1984 to win a majority and govern without the support of other parties.[167] The Prime Minister[image: External link] of India is Narendra Modi[image: External link], who was formerly Chief Minister[image: External link] of Gujarat[image: External link].
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 Government




Main articles: Government of India[image: External link] and Constitution of India[image: External link]


India is a federation[image: External link] with a parliamentary system[image: External link] governed under the Constitution of India[image: External link], which serves as the country's supreme legal document. It is a constitutional republic and representative democracy[image: External link], in which "majority rule[image: External link] is tempered by minority rights[image: External link] protected by law[image: External link]". Federalism in India[image: External link] defines the power distribution between the federal government and the states[image: External link]. The government abides by constitutional checks and balances[image: External link]. The Constitution of India, which came into effect on 26 January 1950,[168] states in its preamble[image: External link] that India is a sovereign[image: External link], socialist[image: External link], secular[image: External link], democratic[image: External link] republic[image: External link].[169] India's form of government, traditionally described as "quasi-federal" with a strong centre and weak states,[170] has grown increasingly federal since the late 1990s as a result of political, economic, and social changes.[171][172]

The federal government comprises three branches:


	
Executive[image: External link]: The President of India[image: External link] is the head of state[174] and is elected indirectly by a national electoral college[image: External link][175] for a five-year term.[176] The Prime Minister of India[image: External link] is the head of government[image: External link] and exercises most executive power[image: External link].[177] Appointed by the president,[178] the prime minister is by convention supported by the party[image: External link] or political alliance holding the majority of seats in the lower house of parliament.[177] The executive branch of the Indian government consists of the president, the vice-president, and the Council of Ministers[image: External link]—the cabinet[image: External link] being its executive committee—headed by the prime minister. Any minister holding a portfolio must be a member of one of the houses of parliament.[174] In the Indian parliamentary system, the executive is subordinate to the legislature; the prime minister and his council are directly responsible to the lower house of the parliament.[179]


	
Legislative[image: External link]: The legislature of India is the bicameral[image: External link] parliament[image: External link]. It operates under a Westminster-style[image: External link] parliamentary system and comprises the upper house called the Rajya Sabha[image: External link] ("Council of States") and the lower called the Lok Sabha[image: External link] ("House of the People").[180] The Rajya Sabha is a permanent body that has 245 members who serve in staggered six-year terms.[181] Most are elected indirectly by the state and territorial[image: External link] legislatures in numbers proportional to their state's share of the national population.[178] All but two of the Lok Sabha's 545 members are directly elected by popular vote; they represent individual constituencies[image: External link] via five-year terms.[182] The remaining two members are nominated by the president from among the Anglo-Indian[image: External link] community, in case the president decides that they are not adequately represented.[183]


	
Judicial[image: External link]: India has a unitary three-tier independent judiciary[image: External link][184] that comprises the Supreme Court[image: External link], headed by the Chief Justice of India[image: External link], 24 High Courts[image: External link], and a large number of trial courts.[184] The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction[image: External link] over cases involving fundamental rights[image: External link] and over disputes between states and the centre; it has appellate jurisdiction[image: External link] over the High Courts.[185] It has the power both to declare the law and to strike down union or state laws which contravene the constitution,[186] as well as to invalidate any government action it deems unconstitutional.[187]
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 Subdivisions




Main article: Administrative divisions of India[image: External link]


See also: Political integration of India[image: External link]




	
StatesUnion territories




	1. Andhra Pradesh[image: External link]
	10. Jammu and Kashmir[image: External link]
	19. Nagaland[image: External link]
	28. Uttarakhand[image: External link]



	2. Arunachal Pradesh[image: External link]
	11. Jharkhand[image: External link]
	20. Odisha[image: External link]
	29. West Bengal[image: External link]



	3. Assam[image: External link]
	12. Karnataka[image: External link]
	21. Punjab[image: External link]
	A. Andaman and Nicobar Islands[image: External link]



	4. Bihar[image: External link]
	13. Kerala[image: External link]
	22. Rajasthan[image: External link]
	B. Chandigarh[image: External link]



	5. Chhattisgarh[image: External link]
	14. Madhya Pradesh[image: External link]
	23. Sikkim[image: External link]
	C. Dadra and Nagar Haveli[image: External link]



	6. Goa[image: External link]
	15. Maharashtra[image: External link]
	24. Tamil Nadu[image: External link]
	D. Daman and Diu[image: External link]



	7. Gujarat[image: External link]
	16. Manipur[image: External link]
	25. Telangana[image: External link]
	E. Lakshadweep[image: External link]



	8. Haryana[image: External link]
	17. Meghalaya[image: External link]
	26. Tripura[image: External link]
	F. National Capital Territory of Delhi[image: External link]



	9. Himachal Pradesh[image: External link]
	18. Mizoram[image: External link]
	27. Uttar Pradesh[image: External link]
	G. Puducherry[image: External link]






India is a federation composed of 29 states and 7 union territories[image: External link].[188] All states, as well as the union territories of Puducherry[image: External link] and the National Capital Territory of Delhi[image: External link], have elected legislatures and governments, both patterned on the Westminster[image: External link] model. The remaining five union territories are directly ruled by the centre through appointed administrators. In 1956, under the States Reorganisation Act[image: External link], states were reorganised on a linguistic basis.[189] Since then, their structure has remained largely unchanged. Each state or union territory is further divided into administrative districts[image: External link]. The districts in turn are further divided into tehsils[image: External link] and ultimately into villages.
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 Foreign relations and military




Main articles: Foreign relations of India[image: External link] and Indian Armed Forces[image: External link]


Since its independence in 1947, India has maintained cordial relations with most nations. In the 1950s, it strongly supported decolonisation in Africa[image: External link] and Asia[image: External link] and played a lead role[image: External link] in the Non-Aligned Movement[image: External link].[190] In the late 1980s, the Indian military twice intervened abroad at the invitation of neighbouring countries: a peace-keeping operation[image: External link] in Sri Lanka[image: External link] between 1987 and 1990; and an armed intervention to prevent a 1988 coup d'état attempt[image: External link] in Maldives. India has tense relations[image: External link] with neighbouring Pakistan; the two nations have gone to war four times[image: External link]: in 1947[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 1971[image: External link], and 1999[image: External link]. Three of these wars were fought over the disputed territory of Kashmir[image: External link], while the fourth, the 1971 war, followed from India's support for the independence of Bangladesh[image: External link].[191] After waging the 1962 Sino-Indian War[image: External link] and the 1965 war with Pakistan, India pursued close military and economic ties with the Soviet Union[image: External link]; by the late 1960s, the Soviet Union was its largest arms supplier.[192]

Aside from ongoing strategic relations with Russia[image: External link], India has wide-ranging defence relations with Israel[image: External link] and France[image: External link]. In recent years, it has played key roles in the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation[image: External link] and the World Trade Organisation[image: External link]. The nation has provided 100,000 military[image: External link] and police[image: External link] personnel to serve in 35 UN peacekeeping operations across four continents. It participates in the East Asia Summit[image: External link], the G8+5[image: External link], and other multilateral forums.[193] India has close economic ties with South America[image: External link],[194] Asia, and Africa; it pursues a "Look East" policy[image: External link] that seeks to strengthen partnerships with the ASEAN[image: External link] nations, Japan[image: External link], and South Korea[image: External link] that revolve around many issues, but especially those involving economic investment and regional security.[195][196]

China's nuclear test of 1964[image: External link], as well as its repeated threats to intervene in support of Pakistan in the 1965 war, convinced India to develop nuclear weapons.[197] India conducted its first nuclear weapons test[image: External link] in 1974 and carried out further underground testing[image: External link] in 1998. Despite criticism and military sanctions, India has signed neither the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty[image: External link] nor the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty[image: External link], considering both to be flawed and discriminatory.[198] India maintains a "no first use[image: External link]" nuclear policy and is developing a nuclear triad[image: External link] capability as a part of its "minimum credible deterrence[image: External link]" doctrine.[199][200] It is developing a ballistic missile defence shield[image: External link] and, in collaboration with Russia, a fifth-generation fighter jet[image: External link].[201] Other indigenous military projects involve the design and implementation of Vikrant-class aircraft carriers[image: External link] and Arihant-class nuclear submarines[image: External link].[201]

Since the end of the Cold War[image: External link], India has increased its economic, strategic, and military co-operation with the United States[image: External link] and the European Union[image: External link].[202] In 2008, a civilian nuclear agreement[image: External link] was signed between India and the United States. Although India possessed nuclear weapons at the time and was not party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, it received waivers from the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link] and the Nuclear Suppliers Group[image: External link], ending earlier restrictions on India's nuclear technology and commerce. As a consequence, India became the sixth de facto nuclear weapons state.[203] India subsequently signed co-operation agreements involving civilian nuclear energy[image: External link] with Russia,[204] France,[205] the United Kingdom[image: External link],[206] and Canada[image: External link].[207]

The President of India[image: External link] is the supreme commander of the nation's armed forces; with 1.325 million active troops, they compose the world's third-largest military[image: External link].[208] It comprises the Indian Army[image: External link], the Indian Navy[image: External link], and the Indian Air Force[image: External link]; auxiliary organisations include the Strategic Forces Command[image: External link] and three paramilitary groups[image: External link]: the Assam Rifles[image: External link], the Special Frontier Force[image: External link], and the Indian Coast Guard[image: External link].[209] The official Indian defence budget[image: External link] for 2011 was US$36.03 billion, or 1.83% of GDP.[210] For the fiscal year spanning 2012–2013, US$40.44 billion was budgeted.[211] According to a 2008 SIPRI[image: External link] report, India's annual military expenditure in terms of purchasing power stood at US$72.7 billion.[212] In 2011, the annual defence budget increased by 11.6%,[213] although this does not include funds that reach the military through other branches of government.[214] As of 2012, India is the world's largest arms importer; between 2007 and 2011, it accounted for 10% of funds spent on international arms purchases.[215] Much of the military expenditure was focused on defence against Pakistan and countering growing Chinese influence in the Indian Ocean[image: External link].[213]
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Main article: Economy of India[image: External link]


See also: Economic History of India[image: External link] and Economic development in India[image: External link]


According to the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF), the Indian economy in 2017 was nominally worth US$2.454 trillion; it is the sixth-largest economy by market exchange rates, and is, at US$9.489 trillion, the third-largest by purchasing power parity, or PPP.[15] With its average annual GDP growth rate of 5.8% over the past two decades, and reaching 6.1% during 2011–12,[216] India is one of the world's fastest-growing economies.[217] However, the country ranks 140th in the world in nominal GDP per capita and 129th in GDP per capita at PPP.[218] Until 1991, all Indian governments followed protectionist[image: External link] policies that were influenced by socialist economics. Widespread state intervention and regulation[image: External link] largely walled the economy off from the outside world. An acute balance of payments crisis in 1991[image: External link] forced the nation to liberalise its economy;[219] since then it has slowly moved towards a free-market system[220][221] by emphasising both foreign trade and direct investment inflows.[222] India has been a member of WTO[image: External link] since 1 January 1995.[223]

The 486.6-million-worker Indian labour force[image: External link] is the world's second-largest[image: External link], as of 2011.[209] The service sector makes up 55.6% of GDP, the industrial sector 26.3% and the agricultural sector 18.1%. India's foreign exchange remittances of US$70 billion in 2014, the largest in the world, contributed to its economy by 25 million Indians working in foreign countries.[224] Major agricultural products include rice, wheat, oilseed, cotton, jute, tea, sugarcane, and potatoes.[188] Major industries include textiles, telecommunications, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, food processing, steel, transport equipment, cement, mining, petroleum, machinery, and software.[188] In 2006, the share of external trade in India's GDP stood at 24%, up from 6% in 1985.[220] In 2008, India's share of world trade was 1.68%;[225] In 2011, India was the world's tenth-largest importer[image: External link] and the nineteenth-largest exporter.[226] Major exports include petroleum products, textile goods, jewellery, software, engineering goods, chemicals, and leather manufactures.[188] Major imports include crude oil, machinery, gems, fertiliser, and chemicals.[188] Between 2001 and 2011, the contribution of petrochemical and engineering goods to total exports grew from 14% to 42%.[227] India was the second largest textile exporter after China in the world in calendar year 2013.[228]

Averaging an economic growth rate of 7.5% for several years prior to 2007,[220] India has more than doubled its hourly wage rates during the first decade of the 21st century.[229] Some 431 million Indians have left poverty since 1985; India's middle classes are projected to number around 580 million by 2030.[230] Though ranking 51st in global competitiveness[image: External link], India ranks 17th in financial market sophistication, 24th in the banking sector, 44th in business sophistication, and 39th in innovation, ahead of several advanced economies, as of 2010.[231] With 7 of the world's top 15 information technology outsourcing companies based in India, the country is viewed as the second-most favourable outsourcing destination after the United States, as of 2009.[232] India's consumer market, the world's eleventh-largest[image: External link], is expected to become fifth-largest by 2030.[230]

Driven by growth, India's nominal GDP per capita[image: External link] has steadily increased from US$329 in 1991, when economic liberalisation began, to US$1,265 in 2010, to an estimated US$1,723 in 2016, and is expected to grow to US$2,358 by 2020[15]; however, it has remained lower than those of other Asian developing countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Thailand, and is expected to remain so in the near future. However, it is higher than Pakistan, Nepal, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and others.[233]

According to a 2011 PricewaterhouseCoopers[image: External link] report, India's GDP at purchasing power parity could overtake that of the United States by 2045.[234] During the next four decades, Indian GDP is expected to grow at an annualised average of 8%, making it potentially the world's fastest-growing major economy until 2050.[234] The report highlights key growth factors: a young and rapidly growing working-age population; growth in the manufacturing sector because of rising education and engineering skill levels; and sustained growth of the consumer market driven by a rapidly growing middle class.[234] The World Bank cautions that, for India to achieve its economic potential, it must continue to focus on public sector reform, transport infrastructure[image: External link], agricultural and rural development, removal of labour regulations, education[image: External link], energy security[image: External link], and public health[image: External link] and nutrition.[235]

According to the Worldwide Cost of Living Report 2017 released by the Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link] (EIU) which was created by comparing more than 400 individual prices across 160 products and services, four of the cheapest cities were in India: Bangalore[image: External link] (3rd), Mumbai[image: External link] (5th), Chennai[image: External link] (5th) and New Delhi[image: External link] (8th).[236]
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India's telecommunication industry[image: External link], the world's fastest-growing, added 227 million subscribers during the period 2010–11,[237] and after the first quarter of 2013, India surpassed Japan to become the third-largest smartphone market in the world after China and the US.[238]

The Indian automotive industry[image: External link], the world's second fastest growing, increased domestic sales by 26% during 2009–10,[239] and exports by 36% during 2008–09.[240] India's capacity to generate electrical power is 250 gigawatts, of which 8% is renewable[image: External link]. At the end of 2011, the Indian IT industry[image: External link] employed 2.8 million professionals, generated revenues close to US$100 billion equalling 7.5% of Indian GDP and contributed 26% of India's merchandise exports.[241]

The pharmaceutical industry in India[image: External link] is among the significant emerging markets for the global pharmaceutical industry. The Indian pharmaceutical market is expected to reach $48.5 billion by 2020. India's R & D spending constitutes 60% of the biopharmaceutical[image: External link] industry.[242][243] India is among the top 12 biotech destinations of the world.[244][245] The Indian biotech industry grew by 15.1% in 2012–13, increasing its revenues from 204.4 billion INR (Indian rupees) to 235.24 billion INR (3.94 B US$ – exchange rate June 2013: 1 US$ approx. 60 INR).[246] However, hardly 2% of Indians pay income taxes[image: External link].[247]
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Main article: Poverty in India[image: External link]


Despite economic growth during recent decades, India continues to face socio-economic challenges. In 2006, India contained the largest number[image: External link] of people living below the World Bank's international poverty line of US$1.25 per day,[248] the proportion having decreased from 60% in 1981 to 42% in 2005;[249] under its later revised poverty line, it was 21% in 2011.[h][251] 30.7% of India's children under the age of five are underweight.[252] According to a Food and Agriculture Organization[image: External link] report in 2015, 15% of the population is undernourished.[253][254] The Mid-Day Meal Scheme[image: External link] attempts to lower these rates.[255] Since 1991, economic inequality between India's states has consistently grown: the per-capita net state domestic product[image: External link] of the richest states in 2007 was 3.2 times that of the poorest.[256] Corruption in India[image: External link] is perceived to have increased significantly,[257] with one report estimating the illegal capital flows since independence to be US$462 billion.[258]

India has the most people living in conditions of slavery[image: External link], 18 million, most of whom are in bonded labour[image: External link].[259] India has the largest number of child labourers[image: External link] under the age of 14 in the world with an estimated 12.6 million children engaged in hazardous occupations.[260][261][262]
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Main article: Demographics of India[image: External link]


See also: Languages of India[image: External link] and Religion in India[image: External link]


With 1,210,193,422 residents reported in the 2011 provisional census report[image: External link],[263] India is the world's second-most populous country. Its population grew by 17.64% during 2001–2011,[264] compared to 21.54% growth in the previous decade (1991–2001).[264] The human sex ratio, according to the 2011 census, is 940 females per 1,000 males.[263] The median age was 24.9 in the 2001 census.[209] The first post-colonial census, conducted in 1951, counted 361.1 million people.[265] Medical advances made in the last 50 years as well as increased agricultural productivity brought about by the "Green Revolution[image: External link]" have caused India's population to grow rapidly.[266] India continues to face several public health-related challenges.[267][268]

Life expectancy in India is at 68 years, with life expectancy for women being 69.6 years and for men being 67.3.[269] There are around 50 physicians per 100,000 Indians.[270] The number of Indians living in urban areas has grown by 31.2% between 1991 and 2001.[271] Yet, in 2001, over 70% lived in rural areas.[272][273] The level of urbanisation increased from 27.81% in 2001 Census to 31.16% in 2011 Census. The slowing down of the overall growth rate of population was due to the sharp decline in the growth rate in rural areas since 1991.[274] According to the 2011 census, there are 53 million-plus urban agglomerations in India[image: External link]; among them Mumbai[image: External link], Delhi[image: External link], Kolkata[image: External link], Chennai[image: External link], Bangalore[image: External link], Hyderabad[image: External link] and Ahmedabad[image: External link], in decreasing order by population.[275] The literacy rate in 2011 was 74.04%: 65.46% among females and 82.14% among males.[276] The rural urban literacy gap which was 21.2 percentage points in 2001, dropped to 16.1 percentage points in 2011. The improvement in literacy rate in rural area is two times that in urban areas.[274] Kerala is the most literate state with 93.91% literacy; while Bihar the least with 63.82%.[276]

India is home to two major language families[image: External link]: Indo-Aryan[image: External link] (spoken by about 74% of the population) and Dravidian[image: External link] (spoken by 24% of the population). Other languages spoken in India come from the Austroasiatic[image: External link] and Sino-Tibetan[image: External link] language families. India has no national language.[277] Hindi, with the largest number of speakers, is the official language of the government.[278][279] English is used extensively in business and administration and has the status of a "subsidiary official language";[4] it is important in education[image: External link], especially as a medium of higher education. Each state and union territory has one or more official languages, and the constitution recognises in particular 22 "scheduled languages". The Constitution of India recognises 212 scheduled[image: External link] tribal groups which together constitute about 7.5% of the country's population.[280] The 2011 census reported that the religion in India[image: External link] with the largest number of followers was Hinduism[image: External link] (79.80% of the population), followed by Islam[image: External link] (14.23%); the remaining were Christianity[image: External link] (2.30%), Sikhism[image: External link] (1.72%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.70%), Jainism[image: External link] (0.36%) and others[c] (0.9%).[10] India has the world's largest Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Zoroastrian[image: External link], and Bahá'í populations[image: External link], and has the third-largest[image: External link] Muslim population—the largest for a non-Muslim majority country.[281][282]
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Main article: Culture of India[image: External link]


Indian cultural history spans more than 4,500 years.[283] During the Vedic period[image: External link] (c. 1700 – 500 BCE), the foundations of Hindu philosophy[image: External link], mythology[image: External link], theology[image: External link] and literature[image: External link] were laid, and many beliefs and practices which still exist today, such as dhárma[image: External link], kárma[image: External link], yóga[image: External link], and mokṣa[image: External link], were established.[20] India is notable for its religious diversity[image: External link], with Hinduism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link], and Jainism[image: External link] among the nation's major religions.[284] The predominant religion, Hinduism, has been shaped by various historical schools of thought, including those of the Upanishads[image: External link],[285] the Yoga Sutras[image: External link], the Bhakti movement[image: External link],[284] and by Buddhist philosophy[image: External link].[286]
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Main article: Architecture of India[image: External link]


Much of Indian architecture[image: External link], including the Taj Mahal[image: External link], other works of Mughal architecture[image: External link], and South Indian architecture[image: External link], blends ancient local traditions with imported styles.[287] Vernacular architecture[image: External link] is also highly regional in it flavours. Vastu shastra[image: External link], literally "science of construction" or "architecture" and ascribed to Mamuni Mayan[image: External link],[288] explores how the laws of nature affect human dwellings;[289] it employs precise geometry and directional alignments to reflect perceived cosmic constructs.[290] As applied in Hindu temple architecture[image: External link], it is influenced by the Shilpa Shastras[image: External link], a series of foundational texts whose basic mythological form is the Vastu-Purusha mandala, a square that embodied the " absolute[image: External link]".[291] The Taj Mahal, built in Agra[image: External link] between 1631 and 1648 by orders of Emperor Shah Jahan[image: External link] in memory of his wife, has been described in the UNESCO World Heritage List[image: External link] as "the jewel of Muslim art in India and one of the universally admired masterpieces of the world's heritage".[292] Indo-Saracenic Revival architecture[image: External link], developed by the British in the late 19th century, drew on Indo-Islamic architecture[image: External link].[293]
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Main article: Indian literature[image: External link]


The earliest literary writings in India, composed between 1700 BCE and 1200 CE, were in the Sanskrit language.[294][295] Prominent works of this Sanskrit literature[image: External link] include epics[image: External link] such as the Mahābhārata[image: External link] and the Ramayana[image: External link], the dramas of Kālidāsa[image: External link] such as the Abhijñānaśākuntalam (The Recognition of Śakuntalā[image: External link]), and poetry such as the Mahākāvya[image: External link].[296][297][298] Kamasutra[image: External link], the famous book about sexual intercourse[image: External link] also originated in India. Developed between 600 BCE and 300 CE in South India, the Sangam literature[image: External link], consisting of 2,381 poems, is regarded as a predecessor of Tamil literature[image: External link].[299][300][301][302] From the 14th to the 18th centuries, India's literary traditions went through a period of drastic change because of the emergence of devotional poets[image: External link] such as Kabīr[image: External link], Tulsīdās[image: External link], and Guru Nānak[image: External link]. This period was characterised by a varied and wide spectrum of thought and expression; as a consequence, medieval Indian literary works differed significantly from classical traditions.[303] In the 19th century, Indian writers took a new interest in social questions and psychological descriptions. In the 20th century, Indian literature was influenced by the works[image: External link] of Bengali poet and novelist Rabindranath Tagore[image: External link],[304] who was a recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link].
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Play media[image: External link]


[image: External link]

Friday evening qawwali[image: External link] at Dargah Salim Chishti[image: External link] in Fatehpur Sikri[image: External link], near Agra[image: External link], Uttar Pradesh





Main articles: Music of India[image: External link] and Dance in India[image: External link]


Indian music[image: External link] ranges over various traditions and regional styles. Classical music[image: External link] encompasses two genres and their various folk offshoots: the northern Hindustani[image: External link] and southern Carnatic[image: External link] schools.[305] Regionalised popular forms include filmi[image: External link] and folk music[image: External link]; the syncretic tradition of the bauls[image: External link] is a well-known form of the latter. Indian dance[image: External link] also features diverse folk and classical forms. Among the better-known folk dances[image: External link] are the bhangra[image: External link] of Punjab, the bihu[image: External link] of Assam, the chhau[image: External link] of Odisha, West Bengal and Jharkhand, garba[image: External link] and dandiya[image: External link] of Gujarat, ghoomar[image: External link] of Rajasthan, and the lavani[image: External link] of Maharashtra. Eight dance forms, many with narrative forms and mythological elements, have been accorded classical dance status[image: External link] by India's National Academy of Music, Dance, and Drama[image: External link]. These are: bharatanatyam[image: External link] of the state of Tamil Nadu, kathak[image: External link] of Uttar Pradesh, kathakali[image: External link] and mohiniyattam[image: External link] of Kerala, kuchipudi[image: External link] of Andhra Pradesh, manipuri[image: External link] of Manipur, odissi[image: External link] of Odisha, and the sattriya[image: External link] of Assam.[306] Theatre in India[image: External link] melds music, dance, and improvised or written dialogue.[307] Often based on Hindu mythology, but also borrowing from medieval romances or social and political events, Indian theatre includes the bhavai[image: External link] of Gujarat, the jatra[image: External link] of West Bengal, the nautanki[image: External link] and ramlila[image: External link] of North India, tamasha[image: External link] of Maharashtra, burrakatha[image: External link] of Andhra Pradesh, terukkuttu[image: External link] of Tamil Nadu, and the yakshagana[image: External link] of Karnataka.[308]
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Main articles: Cinema of India[image: External link] and Television in India[image: External link]


The Indian film industry[image: External link] produces the world's most-watched cinema.[309] Established regional cinematic traditions exist in the Assamese[image: External link], Bengali[image: External link], Bhojpuri[image: External link], Hindi[image: External link], Kannada[image: External link], Malayalam[image: External link], Punjabi[image: External link], Gujarati[image: External link], Marathi[image: External link], Odia[image: External link], Tamil[image: External link], and Telugu[image: External link] languages.[310] South Indian cinema attracts more than 75% of national film revenue.[311]

Television broadcasting began in India in 1959 as a state-run medium of communication, and had slow expansion for more than two decades.[312][313] The state monopoly[image: External link] on television broadcast ended in the 1990s and, since then, satellite channels have increasingly shaped popular culture of Indian society.[314] Today, television is the most penetrative media in India; industry estimates indicate that as of 2012 there are over 554 million TV consumers, 462 million with satellite and/or cable connections, compared to other forms of mass media such as press (350 million), radio (156 million) or internet (37 million).[315]
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Main article: Indian cuisine[image: External link]


Indian cuisine encompasses a wide variety of regional and traditional cuisines, often depending on a particular state[image: External link] (such as Maharashtrian cuisine[image: External link]). Staple foods[image: External link] of Indian cuisine include pearl millet[image: External link] (bājra), rice[image: External link], whole-wheat flour[image: External link] (aṭṭa), and a variety of lentils[image: External link], such as masoor (most often red lentils[image: External link]), toor (pigeon peas[image: External link]), urad[image: External link] (black gram), and mong (mung beans[image: External link]). Lentils may be used whole, dehusked—for example, dhuli moong or dhuli urad—or split. Split lentils, or dal[image: External link], are used extensively.[316] The spice trade[image: External link] between India and Europe[image: External link] is often cited by historians as the primary catalyst for Europe's Age of Discovery[image: External link].[317]
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Main article: Culture of India[image: External link]


Traditional Indian society is sometimes defined by social hierarchy. The Indian caste system[image: External link] embodies much of the social stratification and many of the social restrictions found in the Indian subcontinent. Social classes are defined by thousands of endogamous hereditary groups, often termed as jātis[image: External link], or "castes".[318] India declared untouchability to be illegal[319] in 1947 and has since enacted other anti-discriminatory laws and social welfare initiatives. At the workplace in urban India and in international or leading Indian companies, the caste related identification has pretty much lost its importance.[320][321]

Family values are important in the Indian tradition, and multi-generational patriarchal joint families have been the norm in India, though nuclear families are becoming common in urban areas.[322] An overwhelming majority of Indians, with their consent, have their marriages arranged[image: External link] by their parents or other elders in the family.[323] Marriage is thought to be for life,[323] and the divorce rate is extremely low.[324] As of 2001, just 1.6 percent of Indian women[image: External link] were divorced but this figure was rising due to their education and economic independence.[324] Child marriages[image: External link] are common, especially in rural areas; many women wed before reaching 18, which is their legal marriageable age.[325] Female infanticide[image: External link] and female foeticide in the country[image: External link] have caused a discrepancy in the sex ratio, as of 2005 it was estimated that there were 50 million more males than females in the nation.[326][327] However a report from 2011 has shown improvement in the gender ratio.[328] The payment of dowry[image: External link], although illegal[image: External link], remains widespread across class lines.[329] Deaths resulting from dowry[image: External link], mostly from bride burning[image: External link], are on the rise.[330]

Many Indian festivals[image: External link] are religious in origin. The best known include Diwali[image: External link], Ganesh Chaturthi[image: External link], Thai Pongal[image: External link], Holi[image: External link], Durga Puja[image: External link], Eid ul-Fitr[image: External link], Bakr-Id[image: External link], Christmas[image: External link], and Vaisakhi[image: External link].[331][332] India has three national holidays[image: External link] which are observed in all states and union territories – Republic Day[image: External link], Independence Day[image: External link] and Gandhi Jayanti[image: External link]. Other sets of holidays, varying between nine and twelve, are officially observed in individual states.
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Main article: Clothing in India[image: External link]


Cotton[image: External link] was domesticated in India by 4000 BCE. Traditional Indian dress[image: External link] varies in colour and style across regions and depends on various factors, including climate and faith. Popular styles of dress include draped garments such as the sari[image: External link] for women and the dhoti[image: External link] or lungi[image: External link] for men. Stitched clothes, such as the shalwar kameez[image: External link] for women and kurta[image: External link]– pyjama[image: External link] combinations or European-style trousers and shirts for men, are also popular.[333] Use of delicate jewellery, modelled on real flowers worn in ancient India, is part of a tradition dating back some 5,000 years; gemstones are also worn in India as talismans.[334]
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Main article: Sport in India[image: External link]


In India, several traditional indigenous sports remain fairly popular, such as kabaddi[image: External link], kho kho[image: External link], pehlwani[image: External link] and gilli-danda[image: External link]. Some of the earliest forms of Asian martial arts[image: External link], such as kalarippayattu[image: External link], musti yuddha[image: External link], silambam[image: External link], and marma adi[image: External link], originated in India. Chess[image: External link], commonly held to have originated in India[image: External link] as chaturaṅga[image: External link], is regaining widespread popularity with the rise in the number of Indian grandmasters[image: External link].[335][336] Pachisi[image: External link], from which parcheesi[image: External link] derives, was played on a giant marble court by Akbar[image: External link].[337]

The improved results garnered by the Indian Davis Cup team[image: External link] and other Indian tennis players[image: External link] in the early 2010s have made tennis increasingly popular in the country.[338] India has a comparatively strong presence[image: External link] in shooting sports, and has won several medals at the Olympics[image: External link], the World Shooting Championships[image: External link], and the Commonwealth Games.[339][340] Other sports in which Indians have succeeded internationally include badminton[image: External link][341] (Saina Nehwal[image: External link] and P V Sindhu[image: External link] are two of the top ranked female badminton players in the world), boxing,[342] and wrestling.[343] Football[image: External link] is popular in West Bengal[image: External link], Goa[image: External link], Tamil Nadu[image: External link], Kerala[image: External link], and the north-eastern states[image: External link].[344] India is scheduled to host the 2017 FIFA U-17 World Cup[image: External link].[345]

Field hockey in India[image: External link] is administered by Hockey India[image: External link]. The Indian national hockey team[image: External link] won the 1975 Hockey World Cup[image: External link] and have, as of 2016, taken eight gold, one silver, and two bronze Olympic medals, making it the sport's most successful team in the Olympics.

India has also played a major role in popularising cricket[image: External link]. Thus, cricket is, by far, the most popular sport in India. The Indian national cricket team[image: External link] won the 1983[image: External link] and 2011 Cricket World Cup[image: External link] events, the 2007 ICC World Twenty20[image: External link], shared the 2002 ICC Champions Trophy[image: External link] with Sri Lanka, and won 2013 ICC Champions Trophy[image: External link]. Cricket in India[image: External link] is administered by the Board of Control for Cricket in India[image: External link] (BCCI); the Ranji Trophy[image: External link], the Duleep Trophy[image: External link], the Deodhar Trophy[image: External link], the Irani Trophy[image: External link], and the NKP Salve Challenger Trophy[image: External link] are domestic competitions. The BCCI also conducts an annual Twenty20[image: External link] competition known as the Indian Premier League[image: External link].

India has hosted or co-hosted several international sporting events: the 1951[image: External link] and 1982 Asian Games[image: External link]; the 1987[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], and 2011 Cricket World Cup[image: External link] tournaments; the 2003 Afro-Asian Games[image: External link]; the 2006 ICC Champions Trophy[image: External link]; the 2010 Hockey World Cup[image: External link]; and the 2010 Commonwealth Games[image: External link]. Major international sporting events held annually in India include the Chennai Open[image: External link], the Mumbai Marathon[image: External link], the Delhi Half Marathon[image: External link], and the Indian Masters[image: External link]. The first Formula 1[image: External link] Indian Grand Prix[image: External link] featured in late 2011 but has been discontinued from the F1 season calendar since 2014.[346]

India has traditionally been the dominant country at the South Asian Games[image: External link]. An example of this dominance is the basketball competition[image: External link] where Team India[image: External link] won three out of four tournaments to date.[347]

The Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna[image: External link] and the Arjuna Award[image: External link] are the highest forms of government recognition for athletic achievement; the Dronacharya Award[image: External link] is awarded for excellence in coaching.
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	Outline of India[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ "[...] Jana Gana Mana is the National Anthem of India, subject to such alterations in the words as the Government may authorise as occasion arises; and the song Vande Mataram, which has played a historic part in the struggle for Indian freedom, shall be honoured equally with Jana Gana Mana and shall have equal status with it." (Constituent Assembly of India 1950).


	
^ Hindi[image: External link] in the Devanagari[image: External link] script is the official language[image: External link] of the Union. English[image: External link] is an additional official language for government work alongside Hindi.[4][1][5] States and union territories[image: External link] can have a different official language of their own other than Hindi or English.


	
^ a b Besides specific religions, the last two categories in the 2011 Census were "Other religions and persuasions" (0.65%) and "Religion not stated" (0.23%).


	
^ "The country's exact size is subject to debate because some borders are disputed. The Indian government lists the total area as 3,287,260 km2 (1,269,220 sq mi) and the total land area as 3,060,500 km2 (1,181,700 sq mi); the United Nations lists the total area as 3,287,263 km2 (1,269,219 sq mi) and total land area as 2,973,190 km2 (1,147,960 sq mi)." (Library of Congress 2004).


	
^ See names of India in its official languages[image: External link].


	
^ The Government of India[image: External link] also regards Afghanistan as a bordering country, as it considers all of Kashmir[image: External link] to be part of India. However, this is disputed[image: External link], and the region bordering Afghanistan is administered by Pakistan. Source: "Ministry of Home Affairs (Department of Border Management)"[image: External link] (PDF). Retrieved 1 September 2008.


	
^ The northernmost point under Indian control is the disputed Siachen Glacier[image: External link] in Jammu and Kashmir[image: External link]; however, the Government of India[image: External link] regards the entire region of the former princely state of Jammu and Kashmir, including the Gilgit-Baltistan[image: External link] administered by Pakistan, to be its territory. It therefore assigns the latitude 37° 6' to its northernmost point.


	
^ In 2015, the World Bank raised its international poverty line to $1.90 per day.[250]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c d e National Informatics Centre 2005.


	
^ a b c "National Symbols | National Portal of India"[image: External link]. India.gov.in. Retrieved 1 March 2017. The National Anthem of India Jana Gana Mana, composed originally in Bengali by Rabindranath Tagore, was adopted in its Hindi version by the Constituent Assembly as the National Anthem of India on 24 January 1950.


	
^ Wolpert 2003, p. 1.


	
^ a b Ministry of Home Affairs 1960.


	
^ a b "Profile | National Portal of India"[image: External link]. India.gov.in. Retrieved 23 August 2013.


	
^ "Constitutional Provisions – Official Language Related Part-17 Of The Constitution Of India"[image: External link]. National Informatics Centre[image: External link] (in Hindi). Archived from the original[image: External link] on 1 February 2016. Retrieved 27 December 2015.


	
^ "Report of the Commissioner for linguistic minorities: 50th report (July 2012 to June 2013)"[image: External link] (PDF). Commissioner for Linguistic Minorities, Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 8 July 2016. Retrieved 26 December 2014.


	
^ a b Khan, Saeed (25 January 2010). "There's no national language in India: Gujarat High Court"[image: External link]. The Times of India. Retrieved 5 May 2014.


	
^ a b Press Trust of India (25 January 2010). "Hindi, not a national language: Court"[image: External link]. The Hindu. Ahmedabad. Retrieved 23 December 2014.


	
^ a b "C −1 Population by religious community – 2011"[image: External link]. Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissioner. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 25 August 2015. Retrieved 25 August 2015.


	
^ "Sitting Hon'ble Judges: Hon'ble Mr. Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar"[image: External link]. Supreme Court of India. Retrieved 4 January 2017.


	
^ "India"[image: External link] IMF Population estimates.


	
^ "Population Enumeration Data (Final Population)"[image: External link]. Census of India[image: External link]. Retrieved 17 June 2016.


	
^ "A – 2 DECADAL VARIATION IN POPULATION SINCE 1901"[image: External link] (PDF). Census of India[image: External link]. Retrieved 17 June 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f g "World Economic Outlook Database, April 2017 – Report for Selected Countries and Subjects"[image: External link]. International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF). Retrieved 27 April 2017.


	
^ "Income Gini coefficient"[image: External link]. United Nations Development Program. Retrieved 14 January 2017.


	
^ "Human Development Report 2016 Summary"[image: External link] (PDF). The United Nations. Retrieved 21 March 2017.


	
^ Serge Gruzinski 2015.


	
^ Oxford English Dictionary.


	
^ a b Kuiper 2010, p. 86.


	
^ Ministry of Law and Justice 2008.


	
^ a b Clémentin-Ojha, Catherine (2014). "'India, that is Bharat…': One Country, Two Names"[image: External link]. South Asia Multidisciplinary Academic Journal. 10.


	
^ a b Barrow, Ian J. (2003). "From Hindustan to India: Naming change in changing names". South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies. 26 (1): 37–49. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/085640032000063977[image: External link].


	
^ Scharfe, Hartmut E. (2006), "Bharat", in Stanley Wolpert[image: External link], Encyclopedia of India, 1 (A-D), Thomson Gale, pp. 143–144, ISBN[image: External link]  0-684-31512-2[image: External link]


	
^ Thapar, Romila[image: External link] (2002), The Penguin History of Early India: From the Origins to AD 1300[image: External link], Allen Lane; Penguin Press, pp. 38–39, ISBN[image: External link]  0141937424[image: External link]


	
^ Chakrabarti, Atulananda (1961), Nehru: His Democracy and India[image: External link], Thacker's Press & Directories, p. 23


	
^ Thapar, Romila[image: External link] (2002), The Penguin History of Early India: From the Origins to AD 1300[image: External link], Allen Lane; Penguin Press, pp. 146–150, ISBN[image: External link]  0141937424[image: External link]


	
^ Sharma, Ram Sharan (1991), Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India[image: External link], Motilal Banarsidass Publ., pp. 119–132, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-208-0827-0[image: External link]


	
^ a b Encyclopædia Britannica.


	
^ Petraglia, Allchin & 2007, p. 6.


	
^ Singh 2009, pp. 89–93.


	
^ Possehl 2003, pp. 24–25.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, pp. 21–23.


	
^ a b Singh 2009, p. 181.


	
^ Possehl 2003, p. 2.


	
^ a b c Singh 2009, p. 255.


	
^ a b Singh 2009, pp. 186–187.


	
^ Witzel 2003, pp. 68–69.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, p. 31.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, pp. 41–43.


	
^ Singh 2009, p. 200.


	
^ a b Singh 2009, pp. 250–251.


	
^ Singh 2009, pp. 260–265.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, pp. 53–54.


	
^ Singh 2009, pp. 312–313.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, pp. 54–56.


	
^ Stein 1998, p. 21.


	
^ Stein 1998, pp. 67–68.


	
^ Singh 2009, p. 300.


	
^ a b Singh 2009, p. 319.


	
^ Stein 1998, pp. 78–79.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, p. 70.


	
^ Singh 2009, p. 367.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, p. 63.


	
^ Stein 1998, pp. 89–90.


	
^ Singh 2009, pp. 408–415.


	
^ Stein 1998, pp. 92–95.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, pp. 89–91.


	
^ a b c Singh 2009, p. 545.


	
^ Stein 1998, pp. 98–99.


	
^ a b Stein 1998, p. 132.


	
^ a b c Stein 1998, pp. 119–120.


	
^ a b Stein 1998, pp. 121–122.


	
^ a b Stein 1998, p. 123.


	
^ a b Stein 1998, p. 124.


	
^ a b Stein 1998, pp. 127–128.


	
^ Ludden 2002, p. 68.


	
^ Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 47.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 6.


	
^ Ludden 2002, p. 67.


	
^ Asher & Talbot 2008, pp. 50–51.


	
^ a b Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 53.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 12.


	
^ Robb 2001, p. 80.


	
^ Stein 1998, p. 164.


	
^ Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 115.


	
^ Robb 2001, pp. 90–91.


	
^ a b Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 17.


	
^ a b c Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 152.


	
^ Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 158.


	
^ Stein 1998, p. 169.


	
^ Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 186.


	
^ a b Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 23–24.


	
^ Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 256.


	
^ a b c Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 286.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 44–49.


	
^ Robb 2001, pp. 98–100.


	
^ Ludden 2002, pp. 128–132.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 51–55.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 68–71.


	
^ Asher & Talbot 2008, p. 289.


	
^ Robb 2001, pp. 151–152.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 94–99.


	
^ Brown 1994, p. 83.


	
^ Peers 2006, p. 50.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 100–103.


	
^ Brown 1994, pp. 85–86.


	
^ Stein 1998, p. 239.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 103–108.


	
^ Robb 2001, p. 183.


	
^ Sarkar 1983, pp. 1–4.


	
^ Copland 2001, pp. ix–x.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 123.


	
^ Stein 1998, p. 260.


	
^ Bose & Jalal 2011, p. 117.


	
^ Stein 1998, p. 258.


	
^ a b Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 126.


	
^ a b Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 97.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 163.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 167.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 195–197.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 203.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 231.


	
^ a b c d Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 265–266.


	
^ United States Department of Agriculture.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 266–270.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 253.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 274.


	
^ a b Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 247–248.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, pp. 293–295.


	
^ Metcalf & Metcalf 2006, p. 304.


	
^ a b c d Ali & Aitchison 2005.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, p. 7.


	
^ Prakash et al. 2000.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, p. 11.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, p. 8.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, pp. 9–10.


	
^ Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 2007, p. 1.


	
^ a b Kumar et al. 2006.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, p. 15.


	
^ Duff 1993, p. 353.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, p. 16.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, p. 17.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, p. 12.


	
^ Dikshit & Schwartzberg, p. 13.


	
^ a b Chang 1967, pp. 391–394.


	
^ Posey 1994, p. 118.


	
^ Wolpert 2003, p. 4.


	
^ Heitzman & Worden 1996, p. 97.


	
^ Conservation International 2007.


	
^ Zoological Survey of India 2012, p. 1.


	
^ a b Puri.


	
^ Forest Survey of India 2013, pp. 11–14.


	
^ Basak 1983, p. 24.


	
^ a b Tritsch 2001.


	
^ Crame & Owen 2002, p. 142.


	
^ Karanth 2006.


	
^ Mace 1994, p. 4.


	
^ Ministry of Environments and Forests 1972.


	
^ Department of Environment and Forests 1988.


	
^ Ministry of Environment and Forests.


	
^ Secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands.


	
^ United Nations Population Division.


	
^ Burnell & Calvert 1999, p. 125.


	
^ Election Commission of India.


	
^ Saez, Lawrence; Sinha, Aseema (2010). "Political cycles, political institutions and public expenditure in India, 1980–2000". British Journal of Political Science. 40 (01): 91–113. doi[image: External link]: 10.1017/s0007123409990226[image: External link].


	
^ Malik & Singh 1992, pp. 318–336.


	
^ BBC 2012.


	
^ Banerjee 2005, p. 3118.


	
^ Sarkar 2007, p. 84.


	
^ Chander 2004, p. 117.


	
^ Bhambhri 1992, pp. 118, 143.


	
^ The Hindu 2008.


	
^ Dunleavy, Diwakar & Dunleavy 2007.


	
^ Kulke & Rothermund 2004, p. 384.


	
^ Business Standard 2009.


	
^ "BJP first party since 1984 to win parliamentary majority on its own"[image: External link]. DNA. IANS. 16 May 2014. Retrieved 20 May 2014.


	
^ Pylee & 2003 a, p. 4.


	
^ Dutt 1998, p. 421.


	
^ Wheare 1980, p. 28.


	
^ Echeverri-Gent 2002, pp. 19–20.


	
^ Sinha 2004, p. 25.


	
^ "In RTI reply, Centre says India has no national game"[image: External link]. Retrieved 4 August 2012.


	
^ a b Sharma 2007, p. 31.


	
^ Sharma 2007, p. 138.


	
^ Gledhill 1970, p. 112.


	
^ a b Sharma 1950.


	
^ a b Sharma 2007, p. 162.


	
^ Mathew 2003, p. 524.


	
^ Gledhill 1970, p. 127.


	
^ Sharma 2007, p. 161.


	
^ Sharma 2007, p. 143.


	
^ Sharma 2007, p. 360.


	
^ a b Neuborne 2003, p. 478.


	
^ Sharma 2007, pp. 238, 255.


	
^ Sripati 1998, pp. 423–424.


	
^ Pylee & 2003 b, p. 314.


	
^ a b c d e Library of Congress 2004.


	
^ Sharma 2007, p. 49.


	
^ Rothermund 2000, pp. 48, 227.


	
^ Gilbert 2002, pp. 486–487.


	
^ Sharma 1999, p. 56.


	
^ Alford 2008.


	
^ "India and Latin America Trade – Economic Ties Latin America and India"[image: External link]. www.americasquarterly.org. Retrieved 2017-05-19.


	
^ Ghosh 2009, pp. 282–289.


	
^ Sisodia & Naidu 2005, pp. 1–8.


	
^ Perkovich 2001, pp. 60–86, 106–125.


	
^ Kumar 2010.


	
^ Nair 2007.


	
^ Pandit 2009.


	
^ a b The Hindu 2011.


	
^ Europa 2008.


	
^ The Times of India 2008.


	
^ British Broadcasting Corporation 2009.


	
^ Rediff 2008 a.


	
^ Reuters 2010.


	
^ Curry 2010.


	
^ Ripsman & Paul 2010, p. 130.


	
^ a b c Central Intelligence Agency.


	
^ Behera 2011.


	
^ Behera 2012.


	
^ Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 2008, p. 178.


	
^ a b Miglani 2011.


	
^ Shukla 2011.


	
^ Stockholm International Peace Research Initiative 2012.


	
^ International Monetary Fund 2011, p. 2.


	
^ Nayak, Goldar & Agrawal 2010, p. xxv.


	
^ International Monetary Fund.


	
^ Wolpert 2003, p. xiv.


	
^ a b c Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 2007.


	
^ Gargan 1992.


	
^ Alamgir 2008, pp. 23, 97.


	
^ WTO 1995.


	
^ Sakib Sherani. "Pakistan's remittances"[image: External link]. dawn.com. Retrieved 17 December 2015.


	
^ The Times of India 2009.


	
^ World Trade Organisation 2010.


	
^ Economist 2011.


	
^ UN Comtrade (4 February 2015). "India world's second largest textiles exporter"[image: External link]. TechCrunch. economictimes. Retrieved 2 June 2014.


	
^ Bonner 2010.


	
^ a b Farrell & Beinhocker 2007.


	
^ Schwab 2010.


	
^ Sheth 2009.


	
^ International Monetary Fund 2011.


	
^ a b c PricewaterhouseCoopers 2011.


	
^ World Bank 2010.


	
^ "Measuring the cost of living worldwide"[image: External link]. The Economist. Retrieved 2017-05-25.


	
^ Telecom Regulatory Authority 2011.


	
^ Natasha Lomas (26 June 2013). "India Passes Japan To Become Third Largest Global Smartphone Market, After China & U.S."[image: External link]. TechCrunch. AOL Inc. Retrieved 27 June 2013.


	
^ Business Line 2010.


	
^ Express India 2009.


	
^ Nasscom 2011–2012.


	
^ Vishal Dutta (10 July 2012). "Indian biotech industry at critical juncture, global biotech stabilises: Report"[image: External link]. Economic Times. Retrieved 31 October 2012.


	
^ "Indian pharmaceutical industry—growth story to continue"[image: External link]. Express Pharma. 15 January 2012. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 16 January 2013. Retrieved 31 October 2012.


	
^ Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical Sector in India: sector briefing by the UK Trade and Investment 2011, utki.gov.uk


	
^ Yep 2011.


	
^ "Differding Consulting Publi 6"[image: External link]. Differding.com. 11 February 2014. Retrieved 4 April 2014.


	
^ "How Many People In India Pay Income Tax? Hardly Anyone"[image: External link]. 6 June 2013.


	
^ World Bank 2006.


	
^ World Bank a.


	
^ Kenny, Charles; Sandefur, Justin (7 October 2015). "Why the World Bank is changing the definition of the word "poor" "[image: External link]. Vox. Retrieved 26 February 2017.


	
^ "Poverty headcount ratio at $1.90 a day (2011 PPP) (% of population)"[image: External link]. World Bank. Retrieved 26 February 2017.


	
^ "India's rank improves to 55th position on global hunger index"[image: External link]. India times. 13 October 2014.


	
^ Internet Desk. "India is home to 194 million hungry people: UN"[image: External link]. The Hindu.


	
^ "India home to world's largest number of hungry people: report"[image: External link]. dawn.com.


	
^ Drèze & Goyal 2008, p. 46.


	
^ Pal & Ghosh 2007.


	
^ Transparency International 2010.


	
^ British Broadcasting Corporation 2010 c.


	
^ "Modern slavery estimated to trap 45 million people worldwide"[image: External link]. nytimes.com. 31 May 2016. Retrieved 1 June 2016.


	
^ Gamini Herath; Kishor Sharma (2007). Child Labour in South Asia[image: External link]. Burlington: Ashgate publishing company. p. 100. ISBN[image: External link]  9780754670049[image: External link]. Retrieved 9 November 2015.


	
^ "Special:Fighting Child Labour"[image: External link]. unicef[image: External link]. 22 August 2013.


	
^ "India- The big picture"[image: External link]. UNICEF[image: External link]. 26 February 2003.


	
^ a b Provisional Population Totals, Census 2011, p. 160.


	
^ a b Provisional Population Totals, Census 2011, p. 165.


	
^ "Census Population"[image: External link] (PDF). Census of India. Ministry of Finance India.


	
^ Rorabacher 2010, pp. 35–39.


	
^ World Health Organisation 2006.


	
^ Boston Analytics 2009.


	
^ "Life expectancy in India"[image: External link] (PDF). newspaper. Times of India.


	
^ Dev & Rao 2009, p. 329.


	
^ Garg 2005.


	
^ Dyson & Visaria 2005, pp. 115–129.


	
^ Ratna 2007, pp. 271–272.


	
^ a b Chandramouli 2011.


	
^ "Urban Agglomerations/Cities having population 1 lakh and above"[image: External link] (PDF). Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India. Retrieved 12 May 2014.


	
^ a b Provisional Population Totals, Census 2011, p. 163.


	
^ Dharwadker 2010, pp. 168–194, 186.


	
^ Ottenheimer 2008, p. 303.


	
^ Mallikarjun 2004.


	
^ Bonner 1990, p. 81.


	
^ Global Muslim population estimated at 1.57 billion[image: External link]. The Hindu (8 October 2009)


	
^ "India Chapter Summary 2012"[image: External link] (PDF).


	
^ Kuiper 2010, p. 15.


	
^ a b Heehs 2002, pp. 2–5.


	
^ Deutsch 1969, pp. 3, 78.


	
^ Nakamura 1999.


	
^ Kuiper 2010, pp. 296–329.


	
^ Silverman 2007, p. 20.


	
^ Kumar 2000, p. 5.


	
^ Roberts 2004, p. 73.


	
^ Lang & Moleski 2010, pp. 151–152.


	
^ United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation.


	
^ Chopra 2011, p. 46.


	
^ Hoiberg & Ramchandani 2000.


	
^ Sarma 2009.


	
^ Johnson 2008.


	
^ MacDonell 2004, pp. 1–40.


	
^ Kālidāsa & Johnson 2001.


	
^ Zvelebil 1997, p. 12.


	
^ Hart 1975.


	
^ Encyclopædia Britannica 2008.


	
^ Ramanujan 1985, pp. ix–x.


	
^ Das 2005.


	
^ Datta 2006.


	
^ Massey & Massey 1998.


	
^ Encyclopædia Britannica b.


	
^ Lal 2004, pp. 23, 30, 235.


	
^ Karanth 2002, p. 26.


	
^ Dissanayake & Gokulsing 2004.


	
^ Rajadhyaksha & Willemen 1999, p. 652.


	
^ The Economic Times.


	
^ Sunetra Sen Narayan, Globalization and Television: A Study of the Indian Experience, 1990–2010 (Oxford University Press, 2015); 307 pages


	
^ Kaminsky & Long 2011, pp. 684–692.


	
^ Mehta 2008, pp. 1–10.


	
^ Media Research Users Council 2012.


	
^ Johnston, Bruce F. (1958). The Staple Food Economies of Western Tropical Africa[image: External link]. Stanford University Press. p. 14. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8047-0537-0[image: External link]. Retrieved 2 June 2012.


	
^ Cornillez, Louise Marie M. (Spring 1999). "The History of the Spice Trade in India"[image: External link].


	
^ Schwartzberg 2011.


	
^ "Spiritual Terrorism: Spiritual Abuse from the Womb to the Tomb", p. 391, by Boyd C. Purcell


	
^ Messner 2009, p. 51-53.


	
^ Messner 2012, p. 27-28.


	
^ Makar 2007.


	
^ a b Medora 2003.


	
^ a b Jones & Ramdas 2005, p. 111.


	
^ Cullen-Dupont 2009, p. 96.


	
^ Bunting 2011.


	
^ Agnivesh 2005.


	
^ Census of India-Gender Composition[image: External link] 2011


	
^ "Woman killed over dowry 'every hour' in India"[image: External link]. telegraph.com. 2 September 2013. Retrieved 10 February 2014.


	
^ "Rising number of dowry deaths in India:NCRB"[image: External link]. thehindu.com. 7 August 2013. Retrieved 10 February 2014.


	
^ Indian Festivals[image: External link], retrieved 14 May 2016


	
^ Popular India Festivals[image: External link], retrieved 23 December 2007


	
^ Tarlo 1996, pp. xii, xii, 11, 15, 28, 46.


	
^ Eraly 2008, p. 160.


	
^ Wolpert 2003, p. 2.


	
^ Rediff 2008 b.


	
^ Binmore 2007, p. 98.


	
^ The Wall Street Journal 2009.


	
^ British Broadcasting Corporation 2010 b.


	
^ The Times of India 2010.


	
^ British Broadcasting Corporation 2010 a.


	
^ Mint 2010.


	
^ Xavier 2010.


	
^ Majumdar & Bandyopadhyay 2006, pp. 1–5.


	
^ "Most of U-17 World Cup stadia need major renovation: FIFA team"[image: External link]. The Times of India. 20 February 2016. Retrieved 18 June 2016.


	
^ Dehejia 2011.


	
^ "Basketball team named for 11th South Asian Games"[image: External link]. Nation.com.pk. 2 January 2010. Retrieved 8 March 2013.














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bibliography




Overview



	"India"[image: External link], The World Factbook, Central Intelligence Agency, retrieved 4 October 2011

	"Country Profile: India"[image: External link] (PDF), Library of Congress Country Studies[image: External link] (5th ed.), Library of Congress[image: External link] Federal Research Division[image: External link], December 2004, retrieved 30 September 2011

	Heitzman, J.; Worden, R. L. (August 1996), India: A Country Study, Area Handbook Series, Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8444-0833-0[image: External link]

	India[image: External link], International Monetary Fund[image: External link], retrieved 14 October 2011

	Provisional Population Totals, Paper 1 – Census 2011[image: External link], Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, 2011, lay summary[image: External link]

	"Constituent Assembly of India—Volume XII"[image: External link], Constituent Assembly of India: Debates, National Informatics Centre[image: External link], Government of India, 24 January 1950, retrieved 17 July 2011

	There's No National Language in India: Gujarat High Court[image: External link], The Times Of India[image: External link], 6 January 2007, retrieved 17 July 2011

	"Table 1: Human Development Index and its Components"[image: External link] (PDF), Human Development Report 2011, United Nations[image: External link], 2011





Etymology



	Serge Gruzinski (13 January 2015), The Eagle and the Dragon: Globalization and European Dreams of Conquest in China and America in the Sixteenth Century, John Wiley & Sons, ISBN[image: External link]  978-07-4568-134-4[image: External link]

	Hindustan[image: External link], Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link], retrieved 17 July 2011

	Kaye, A. S. (1 September 1997), Phonologies of Asia and Africa[image: External link], Eisenbrauns[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-57506-019-4[image: External link]

	Kuiper, K., ed. (July 2010), Culture of India[image: External link], Rosen Publishing Group, ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-61530-203-1[image: External link]

	Constitution of India[image: External link] (PDF), Ministry of Law and Justice[image: External link], 29 July 2008, archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 9 September 2014, retrieved 3 March 2012, Article 1(1): "India, that is Bharat, shall be a Union of States."

	"India"[image: External link], Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link], Oxford University Press, retrieved 17 July 2011





History



	Asher, C. B.; Talbot, C (1 January 2008), India Before Europe (1st ed.), Cambridge University Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-521-51750-8[image: External link]

	Bose, S.[image: External link]; Jalal, A.[image: External link] (11 March 2011), Modern South Asia: History, Culture, Political Economy (3rd ed.), Routledge[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-415-77942-5[image: External link]

	Brown, J. M.[image: External link] (26 May 1994), Modern India: The Origins of an Asian Democracy[image: External link], The Short Oxford History of the Modern World[image: External link] (2nd ed.), Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-873113-9[image: External link]

	Copland, I. (8 October 2001), India 1885–1947: The Unmaking of an Empire[image: External link] (1st ed.), Longman[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-582-38173-5[image: External link]

	Kulke, H.[image: External link]; Rothermund, D. (1 August 2004), A History of India[image: External link], 4th, Routledge[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-415-32920-0[image: External link]

	Ludden, D. (13 June 2002), India and South Asia: A Short History, One World[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-85168-237-9[image: External link]

	Metcalf, B.[image: External link]; Metcalf, T. R.[image: External link] (9 October 2006), A Concise History of Modern India[image: External link] (2nd ed.), Cambridge University Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-521-68225-1[image: External link]

	Peers, D. M. (3 August 2006), India under Colonial Rule 1700–1885[image: External link] (1st ed.), Pearson Longman[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-582-31738-3[image: External link]

	Petraglia, Michael D.; Allchin, Bridget[image: External link] (2007), "Human evolution and culture change in the Indian subcontinent", in Michael Petraglia; Bridget Allchin, The Evolution and History of Human Populations in South Asia: Inter-disciplinary Studies in Archaeology, Biological Anthropology, Linguistics and Genetics[image: External link], Springer, ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4020-5562-1[image: External link]

	Possehl, G.[image: External link] (January 2003), The Indus Civilization: A Contemporary Perspective[image: External link], Rowman Altamira[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7591-0172-2[image: External link]

	Robb, P. (2001), A History of India, London: Palgrave, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-333-69129-8[image: External link]

	Sarkar, S. (1983), Modern India: 1885–1947[image: External link], Delhi: Macmillan India, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-333-90425-1[image: External link]

	Singh, U.[image: External link] (2009), A History of Ancient and Medieval India: From the Stone Age to the 12th Century[image: External link], Delhi: Longman[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-317-1677-9[image: External link]

	Sripati, V. (1998), "Toward Fifty Years of Constitutionalism and Fundamental Rights in India: Looking Back to See Ahead (1950–2000)", American University International Law Review, 14 (2): 413–496

	Stein, B.[image: External link] (16 June 1998), A History of India[image: External link] (1st ed.), Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-631-20546-3[image: External link]

	Stein, B.[image: External link] (27 April 2010), Arnold, D., ed., A History of India[image: External link] (2nd ed.), Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4051-9509-6[image: External link]

	"Briefing Rooms: India"[image: External link], Economic Research Service, United States Department of Agriculture[image: External link], 17 December 2009, archived from the original[image: External link] on 20 May 2011

	Thapar, Romila (2003), Penguin history of early India: from the origins to A.D.1300[image: External link], Penguin Books, retrieved 13 February 2012

	Witzel, Michael (2001), "Autochthonous Aryans? The Evidence from Old Indian and Iranian Texts"[image: External link] (PDF), Electronic Journal of Vedic Studies, 7 (3): 1–115

	Witzel, Michael[image: External link] (2003), "Vedas and Upanișads", in Gavin D. Flood, The Blackwell companion to Hinduism[image: External link], John Wiley & Sons, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-631-21535-6[image: External link], retrieved 15 March 2012

	Witzel, Michael (2005), "Indocentrism", in Bryant, Edwin; Patton, Laurie L., TheE Indo-Aryan Controversy. Evidence and inference in Indian history[image: External link], Routledge

	Wolpert, S.[image: External link] (25 December 2003), A New History of India (7th ed.), Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-516678-1[image: External link]





Geography



	Ali, J. R.; Aitchison, J. C. (2005), "Greater India", Earth-Science Reviews, 72 (3–4): 170–173, doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/j.earscirev.2005.07.005[image: External link]

	Chang, J. H. (1967), "The Indian Summer Monsoon", Geographical Review, 57 (3), pp. 373–396, doi[image: External link]: 10.2307/212640[image: External link]

	Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 with Amendments Made in 1988[image: External link] (PDF), Department of Environment and Forests, Government of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 1988, archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 21 July 2011, retrieved 25 July 2011

	Dikshit, K. R.; Schwartzberg, Joseph E.[image: External link], "India: Land"[image: External link], Encyclopædia Britannica, pp. 1–29

	Duff, D.[image: External link] (29 October 1993), Holmes Principles of Physical Geology[image: External link] (4th ed.), Routledge[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7487-4381-0[image: External link]

	Kumar, V. S.; Pathak, K. C.; Pednekar, P.; Raju, N. S. N. (2006), "Coastal processes along the Indian coastline"[image: External link] (PDF), Current Science, 91 (4), pp. 530–536

	India Yearbook 2007, New Delhi: Publications Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting[image: External link], Government of India[image: External link], 2007, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-230-1423-4[image: External link]

	Posey, C. A. (1 November 1994), The Living Earth Book of Wind and Weather, Reader's Digest[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-89577-625-9[image: External link]

	Prakash, B.; Kumar, S.; Rao, M. S.; Giri, S. C. (2000), "Holocene Tectonic Movements and Stress Field in the Western Gangetic Plains"[image: External link] (PDF), Current Science, 79 (4): 438–449





Biodiversity



	Ali, S.[image: External link]; Ripley, S. D.[image: External link]; Dick, J. H. (15 August 1996), A Pictorial Guide to the Birds of the Indian Subcontinent (2nd ed.), Mumbai: Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-563732-8[image: External link]

	Animal Discoveries 2011: New Species and New Records[image: External link] (PDF), Zoological Survey of India[image: External link], 2012, archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 16 January 2013, retrieved 20 July 2012

	Basak, R. K. (1983), Botanical Survey of India: Account of Its Establishment, Development, and Activities[image: External link], retrieved 20 July 2011

	"Hotspots by Region"[image: External link], Biodiversity Hotspots, Conservation International[image: External link], 2007, archived from the original[image: External link] on 8 July 2007, retrieved 28 February 2011

	Crame, J. A.; Owen, A. W. (1 August 2002), Palaeobiogeography and Biodiversity Change: The Ordovician and Mesozoic–Cenozoic Radiations[image: External link], Geological Society Special Publication (194), Geological Society of London[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-86239-106-2[image: External link], retrieved 8 December 2011

	"Forest Cover"[image: External link] (PDF). State of Forest Report 2013[image: External link]. Dehradun: Forest Survey of India[image: External link]. 2013.

	Griffiths, M. (6 July 2010), The Lotus Quest: In Search of the Sacred Flower[image: External link], St. Martin's Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-312-64148-1[image: External link]

	Karanth, K. P. (25 March 2006), "Out-of-India Gondwanan Origin of Some Tropical Asian Biota"[image: External link] (PDF), Current Science[image: External link], Indian Academy of Sciences[image: External link], 90 (6): 789–792, retrieved 18 May 2011

	Mace, G. M. (March 1994), "1994 IUCN Red List of Threatened Animals"[image: External link], World Conservation Monitoring Centre, International Union for Conservation of Nature[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-2-8317-0194-3[image: External link]

	"Biosphere Reserves of India"[image: External link], C. P. R. Environment Education Centre, Ministry of Environment and Forests[image: External link], Government of India[image: External link], retrieved 17 July 2011

	Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972[image: External link], Ministry of Environments and Forests, Government of India, 9 September 1972, retrieved 25 July 2011

	Puri, S. K., Biodiversity Profile of India[image: External link], retrieved 20 June 2007

	The List of Wetlands of International Importance[image: External link] (PDF), The Secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands, 4 June 2007, p. 18, archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 21 June 2007, retrieved 20 June 2007

	Tritsch, M. F. (3 September 2001), Wildlife of India[image: External link], London: HarperCollins[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-00-711062-9[image: External link]





Politics



	Banerjee, Sumanta (16–22 July 2005). "Civilising the BJP". Economic & Political Weekly. 40 (29): 3116–3119. JSTOR[image: External link]  4416896[image: External link].

	Bhambhri, C. P. (1 May 1992), Politics in India, 1991–1992[image: External link], Shipra, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-85402-17-8[image: External link], retrieved 20 July 2011

	Burnell, P. J.; Calvert, P. (1 May 1999), The Resilience of Democracy: Persistent Practice, Durable Idea[image: External link] (1st ed.), Taylor & Francis[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7146-8026-2[image: External link], retrieved 20 July 2011

	Second UPA Win, A Crowning Glory for Sonia's Ascendancy[image: External link], Business Standard[image: External link], 16 May 2009, retrieved 13 June 2009

	Chander, N. J. (1 January 2004), Coalition Politics: The Indian Experience[image: External link], Concept Publishing Company, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-8069-092-1[image: External link], retrieved 20 July 2011

	Dunleavy, P.; Diwakar, R.; Dunleavy, C. (2007), The Effective Space of Party Competition[image: External link] (PDF) (5), London School of Economics and Political Science[image: External link], retrieved 27 September 2011

	Dutt, S. (1998), "Identities and the Indian State: An Overview", Third World Quarterly, 19 (3): 411–434, doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/01436599814325[image: External link]

	Echeverri-Gent, J. (January 2002), "Politics in India's Decentred Polity", in Ayres, A.; Oldenburg, P., Quickening the Pace of Change, India Briefing, London: M. E. Sharpe[image: External link], pp. 19–53, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7656-0812-3[image: External link]

	"Current Recognised Parties"[image: External link] (PDF), Election Commission of India[image: External link], 14 March 2009, retrieved 5 July 2010

	Gledhill, A. (30 March 1970), The Republic of India: The Development of its Laws and Constitution[image: External link], Greenwood, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8371-2813-9[image: External link], retrieved 21 July 2011

	Halarnkar, Samar (13 June 2012). "Narendra Modi makes his move"[image: External link]. BBC News. The right-wing Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), India's primary opposition party

	Narasimha Rao Passes Away[image: External link], The Hindu[image: External link], 24 December 2004, retrieved 2 November 2008

	Malik, Yogendra K.; Singh, V.B. (April 1992). "Bharatiya Janata Party: An Alternative to the Congress (I)?". Asian Survey. 32 (4): 318–336. JSTOR[image: External link]  2645149[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.2307/2645149[image: External link].

	Mathew, K. M. (1 January 2003), Manorama Yearbook[image: External link], Malayala Manorama[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-900461-8-3[image: External link], retrieved 21 July 2011

	"National Symbols of India"[image: External link], Know India, National Informatics Centre[image: External link], Government of India[image: External link], retrieved 27 September 2009

	Neuborne, B. (2003), "The Supreme Court of India", International Journal of Constitutional Law, 1 (1): 476–510, doi[image: External link]: 10.1093/icon/1.3.476[image: External link]

	Pylee, M. V. (2003), "The Longest Constitutional Document", Constitutional Government in India[image: External link] (2nd ed.), S. Chand[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-219-2203-6[image: External link]

	Pylee, M. V. (2003), "The Union Judiciary: The Supreme Court", Constitutional Government in India[image: External link] (2nd ed.), S. Chand[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-219-2203-6[image: External link], retrieved 2 November 2007

	Sarkar, N. I. (1 January 2007), Sonia Gandhi: Tryst with India[image: External link], Atlantic, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-269-0744-1[image: External link], retrieved 20 July 2011

	Sharma, R. (1950), "Cabinet Government in India", Parliamentary Affairs, 4 (1): 116–126

	Sharma, B. K. (August 2007), Introduction to the Constitution of India[image: External link] (4th ed.), Prentice Hall[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-203-3246-1[image: External link]

	Sinha, A. (2004), "The Changing Political Economy of Federalism in India", India Review, 3 (1): 25–63, doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/14736480490443085[image: External link]

	World's Largest Democracy to Reach One Billion Persons on Independence Day[image: External link], United Nations[image: External link] Population Division[image: External link], retrieved 5 October 2011

	Wheare, K. C. (June 1980), Federal Government (4th ed.), Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-313-22702-8[image: External link]





Foreign relations and military



	Alford, P. (7 July 2008), G8 Plus 5 Equals Power Shift[image: External link], The Australian[image: External link], retrieved 21 November 2009

	Behera, L. K. (7 March 2011), Budgeting for India's Defence: An Analysis of Defence Budget 2011–2012[image: External link], Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses[image: External link], retrieved 4 April 2011

	Behera, L. K. (20 March 2012), India's Defence Budget 2012–13[image: External link], Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses[image: External link], retrieved 26 March 2012

	"Russia Agrees India Nuclear Deal"[image: External link], BBC News[image: External link], British Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link], 11 February 2009, retrieved 22 August 2010

	Curry, B. (27 June 2010), Canada Signs Nuclear Deal with India[image: External link], The Globe and Mail[image: External link], retrieved 13 May 2011

	"India, Europe Strategic Relations"[image: External link], Europa: Summaries of EU Legislation, European Union[image: External link], 8 April 2008, retrieved 14 January 2011

	Ghosh, A. (1 September 2009), India's Foreign Policy[image: External link], Pearson[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-317-1025-8[image: External link]

	Gilbert, M. (17 December 2002), A History of the Twentieth Century[image: External link], William Morrow[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-06-050594-3[image: External link], retrieved 22 July 2011

	India, Russia Review Defence Ties[image: External link], The Hindu[image: External link], 5 October 2009, retrieved 8 October 2011

	Kumar, A. V. (1 May 2010), "Reforming the NPT to Include India"[image: External link], Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, retrieved 1 November 2010

	Miglani, S. (28 February 2011), With An Eye on China, India Steps Up Defence Spending[image: External link], Reuters, retrieved 6 July 2011

	Nair, V. K. (2007), No More Ambiguity: India's Nuclear Policy[image: External link] (PDF), archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 27 September 2007, retrieved 7 June 2007

	Pandit, R. (27 July 2009), N-Submarine to Give India Crucial Third Leg of Nuke Triad[image: External link], The Times of India[image: External link], retrieved 10 March 2010

	Perkovich, G. (5 November 2001), India's Nuclear Bomb: The Impact on Global Proliferation[image: External link], University of California Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-520-23210-5[image: External link], retrieved 22 July 2011

	India, France Agree on Civil Nuclear Cooperation[image: External link], Rediff[image: External link], 25 January 2008, retrieved 22 August 2010

	UK, India Sign Civil Nuclear Accord[image: External link], Reuters, 13 February 2010, retrieved 22 August 2010

	Ripsman, N. M.; Paul, T. V. (18 March 2010), Globalization and the National Security State[image: External link], Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-539390-3[image: External link], retrieved 22 July 2011

	Rothermund, D. (17 October 2000), The Routledge Companion to Decolonization[image: External link], Routledge Companions to History (1st ed.), Routledge[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-415-35632-9[image: External link]

	India Gets Its First Homegrown Fighter Jet[image: External link], RIA Novosti[image: External link], 10 January 2011, retrieved 1 April 2009

	Sharma, S. R. (1 January 1999), India–USSR Relations 1947–1971: From Ambivalence to Steadfastness[image: External link], 1, Discovery, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-7141-486-4[image: External link]

	Shukla, A. (5 March 2011), China Matches India's Expansion in Military Spending[image: External link], Business Standard[image: External link], retrieved 6 July 2011

	Sisodia, N. S.; Naidu, G. V. C. (2005), Changing Security Dynamic in Eastern Asia: Focus on Japan[image: External link], Promilla, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-86019-52-8[image: External link]

	"SIPRI Yearbook 2008: Armaments, Disarmament, and International Security"[image: External link], Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, Oxford University Press, 8 August 2008, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-954895-8[image: External link], retrieved 22 July 2011

	"Rise in international arms transfers is driven by Asian demand, says SIPRI"[image: External link], Stockholm International Peace Research Initiative, 19 March 2012, retrieved 5 April 2016

	India, US Sign 123 Agreement[image: External link], The Times of India[image: External link], 11 October 2008, retrieved 21 July 2011





Economy



	Alamgir, J. (24 December 2008), India's Open-Economy Policy: Globalism, Rivalry, Continuity[image: External link], Taylor & Francis[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-415-77684-4[image: External link], retrieved 23 July 2011

	Bonner, B (20 March 2010), Make Way, World. India Is on the Move[image: External link], Christian Science Monitor[image: External link], retrieved 23 July 2011

	"India Lost $462bn in Illegal Capital Flows, Says Report"[image: External link], BBC News[image: External link], British Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link], 18 November 2010, retrieved 23 July 2011

	"India Second Fastest Growing Auto Market After China"[image: External link], Business Line[image: External link], 9 April 2010, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Drèze, Jean; Sen, Amartya (2013), An Uncertain Glory: India and Its Contradictions, Allen Lane

	India's Economy: Not Just Rubies and Polyester Shirts[image: External link], The Economist, 8 October 2011, retrieved 9 October 2011

	"Indian Car Exports Surge 36%"[image: External link], Express India, 13 October 2009, retrieved 5 April 2016

	Report for Selected Countries and Subjects: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand[image: External link], International Monetary Fund[image: External link], April 2011, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Farrell, D.; Beinhocker, E. (19 May 2007), Next Big Spenders: India's Middle Class[image: External link], McKinsey & Company[image: External link], retrieved 17 September 2011

	Gargan, E. A. (15 August 1992), India Stumbles in Rush to a Free Market Economy[image: External link], The New York Times, retrieved 22 July 2011

	World Economic Outlook Update[image: External link] (PDF), International Monetary Fund[image: External link], June 2011, retrieved 22 July 2011

	Nayak, P. B.; Goldar, B.; Agrawal, P. (10 November 2010), India's Economy and Growth: Essays in Honour of V. K. R. V. Rao[image: External link], SAGE Publications[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-321-0452-0[image: External link]

	Economic Survey of India 2007: Policy Brief[image: External link] (PDF), Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link], October 2007, archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 6 June 2011, retrieved 22 July 2011

	Pal, P.; Ghosh, J (July 2007), "Inequality in India: A Survey of Recent Trends"[image: External link] (PDF), Economic and Social Affairs: DESA Working Paper No. 45, United Nations[image: External link], retrieved 23 July 2011

	PricewaterhouseCoopers[image: External link] (January 2011), The World in 2050: The Accelerating Shift of Global Economic Power: Challenges and Opportunities[image: External link] (PDF), retrieved 23 July 2011

	Schwab, K. (2010), The Global Competitiveness Report 2010–2011[image: External link] (PDF), World Economic Forum[image: External link], retrieved 10 May 2011

	Sheth, N. (28 May 2009), "Outlook for Outsourcing Spending Brightens"[image: External link], The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], retrieved 3 October 2010

	Srivastava, V. C. (2008), "Introduction", in V.C. Srivastava; Lallanji Gopal; D.P. Chattopadhyaya, History of Agriculture in India (p to c1200 AD)[image: External link], History of Science, Philosophy and Culture In Indian Civization, V (Part 1), Concept Publishing Co, ISBN[image: External link]  8180695212[image: External link]

	Information Note to the Press (Press Release No.29 /2011)[image: External link] (PDF), Telecom Regulatory Authority of India[image: External link], 6 April 2011, archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 24 April 2011, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Exporters Get Wider Market Reach[image: External link], The Times of India[image: External link], 28 August 2009, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Corruption Perception Index 2010—India Continues to be Corrupt[image: External link] (PDF), Transparency International[image: External link], 26 October 2011, retrieved 23 July 2011

	New Global Poverty Estimates—What It Means for India[image: External link], World Bank, retrieved 23 July 2011

	"India: Undernourished Children—A Call for Reform and Action"[image: External link], World Bank, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Inclusive Growth and Service Delivery: Building on India's Success[image: External link] (PDF), World Bank, 29 May 2006, retrieved 7 May 2009

	India Country Overview September 2010[image: External link], World Bank, September 2010, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Trade to Expand by 9.5% in 2010 After a Dismal 2009, WTO Reports[image: External link], World Trade Organisation[image: External link], 26 March 2010, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Yep, E. (27 September 2011), ReNew Wind Power Gets $201 Million Goldman Investment[image: External link], The Wall Street Journal, retrieved 27 September 2011

	Indian IT-BPO Industry[image: External link], NASSCOM[image: External link], 2011–2012, retrieved 22 June 2012

	UNDERSTANDING THE WTO: THE ORGANIZATION Members and Observers[image: External link], WTO[image: External link], 1995, archived[image: External link] from the original on 17 January 2010, retrieved 23 June 2012





Demographics



	Bonner, A. (1990), Averting the Apocalypse: Social Movements in India Today[image: External link], Duke University Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8223-1048-8[image: External link], retrieved 24 July 2011

	Healthcare in India: Report Highlights[image: External link] (PDF), Boston Analytics, January 2009, archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 28 July 2011, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Dev, S. M.; Rao, N. C. (2009), India: Perspectives on Equitable Development[image: External link], Academic Foundation, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-7188-685-2[image: External link]

	Dharwadker, A. (28 October 2010), "Representing India's Pasts: Time, Culture, and Problems of Performance Historiography", in Canning, C. M.; Postlewait, T., Representing the Past: Essays in Performance Historiography[image: External link], University of Iowa Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-58729-905-6[image: External link], retrieved 24 July 2011

	Drèze, J.; Goyal, A. (9 February 2009), "The Future of Mid-Day Meals", in Baru, R. V., School Health Services in India: The Social and Economic Contexts[image: External link], SAGE Publications[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-7829-873-3[image: External link]

	Dyson, T.; Visaria, P. (7 July 2005), "Migration and Urbanisation: Retrospect and Prospects", in Dyson, T.; Casses, R.; Visaria, L., Twenty-First Century India: Population, Economy, Human Development, and the Environment[image: External link], Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-928382-8[image: External link]

	Garg, S. C. (19 April 2005), Mobilizing Urban Infrastructure Finance in India[image: External link] (PDF), World Bank, retrieved 27 January 2010

	Mallikarjun, B (November 2004), "Fifty Years of Language Planning for Modern Hindi—The Official Language of India"[image: External link], Language in India, 4 (11), ISSN[image: External link]  1930-2940[image: External link], retrieved 24 July 2011

	Notification No. 2/8/60-O.L[image: External link], Ministry of Home Affairs[image: External link], Government of India[image: External link], 27 April 1960, archived from the original[image: External link] on 1 October 2014, retrieved 13 May 2011

	"Religious Composition"[image: External link], Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, Ministry of Home Affairs[image: External link], Government of India[image: External link], 2010–2011, retrieved 23 July 2011

	"Census Data 2001"[image: External link], Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, Ministry of Home Affairs[image: External link], Government of India[image: External link], 2010–2011, retrieved 22 July 2011

	Ottenheimer, H. J. (2008), The Anthropology of Language: An Introduction to Linguistic Anthropology[image: External link], Cengage, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-495-50884-7[image: External link]

	Ratna, U. (2007), "Interface Between Urban and Rural Development in India", in Dutt, A. K.; Thakur, B, City, Society, and Planning[image: External link], 1, Concept, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-8069-459-2[image: External link]

	Robinson, S. (1 May 2008), "India's Medical Emergency"[image: External link], Time[image: External link], retrieved 23 July 2011

	Rorabacher, J. A. (2010), Hunger and Poverty in South Asia[image: External link], Gyan, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-212-1027-0[image: External link]

	Country Cooperation Strategy: India[image: External link] (PDF), World Health Organisation[image: External link], November 2006, retrieved 23 July 2011

	Chandramouli, C. (15 July 2011), Rural Urban Distribution Of Population[image: External link] (PDF), Ministry of Home Affairs (India)[image: External link], retrieved 24 January 2015





Culture










	Agnivesh, Swami; Rama Mani; Angelika Köster-Lossack (25 November 2005). "Missing: 50 million Indian girls"[image: External link]. New York Times. Retrieved 30 December 2013.

	Bunting, Madeleine (22 July 2011). "India's missing women"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved 30 December 2013.

	Binmore, K. G. (27 March 2007), Playing for Real: A Text on Game Theory[image: External link], Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-530057-4[image: External link]

	Bladholm, L. (12 August 2000), The Indian Grocery Store Demystified[image: External link] (1st ed.), Macmillan Publishers[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-58063-143-3[image: External link]

	"Saina Nehwal: India's Badminton Star and "New Woman" "[image: External link], BBC News[image: External link], 1 August 2010, retrieved 5 October 2010

	"Commonwealth Games 2010: India Dominate Shooting Medals"[image: External link], BBC News[image: External link], 7 October 2010, retrieved 3 June 2011

	Chopra, P. (18 March 2011), A Joint Enterprise: Indian Elites and the Making of British Bombay[image: External link], University of Minnesota Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8166-7037-6[image: External link]

	Cullen-Dupont, K. (July 2009), Human Trafficking[image: External link] (1st ed.), Infobase Publishing[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8160-7545-4[image: External link]

	Das, S. K. (1 January 2005), A History of Indian Literature, 500–1399: From Courtly to the Popular, Sahitya Akademi[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-260-2171-0[image: External link]

	Datta, A. (2006), The Encyclopaedia of Indian Literature, 2, Sahitya Akademi[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-260-1194-0[image: External link]

	Dehejia, R. S. (7 November 2011), "Indian Grand Prix Vs. Encephalitis?"[image: External link], The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], retrieved 20 December 2011

	Deutsch, E. (30 April 1969), Advaita Vedānta: A Philosophical Reconstruction[image: External link], University of Hawaii Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8248-0271-4[image: External link]

	Dissanayake, W. K.; Gokulsing, M. (May 2004), Indian Popular Cinema: A Narrative of Cultural Change[image: External link] (2nd ed.), Trentham Books, ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-85856-329-9[image: External link]

	Southern Movies Account for over 75% of Film Revenues[image: External link], The Economic Times[image: External link], 18 November 2009, retrieved 18 June 2011

	"South Asian Arts: Indian Dance"[image: External link], Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link], retrieved 17 July 2011

	"Tamil Literature"[image: External link], Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link], 2008, retrieved 24 July 2011

	Eraly, A. (2008), India[image: External link], Penguin Books[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7566-4952-4[image: External link], retrieved 24 July 2011

	Hart, G. L. (August 1975), Poems of Ancient Tamil: Their Milieu and Their Sanskrit Counterparts[image: External link] (1st ed.), University of California Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-520-02672-8[image: External link]

	Heehs, P., ed. (1 September 2002), Indian Religions: A Historical Reader of Spiritual Expression and Experience[image: External link], New York University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8147-3650-0[image: External link], retrieved 24 July 2011

	Henderson, C. E. (2002), Culture and Customs of India[image: External link], Greenwood Publishing Group[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-313-30513-9[image: External link]

	Hoiberg, D.; Ramchandani, I. (2000), Students' Britannica India: Select Essays, Popular Prakashan[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-85229-762-9[image: External link]

	Johnson, W. J., ed. (1 September 2008), The Sauptikaparvan of the Mahabharata: The Massacre at Night, Oxford World's Classics[image: External link] (2nd ed.), Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-282361-8[image: External link]

	Jones, G.; Ramdas, K. (2005), (Un)tying the Knot: Ideal and Reality in Asian Marriage[image: External link], National University of Singapore Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-981-05-1428-0[image: External link]

	Kālidāsa[image: External link]; Johnson, W. J. (15 November 2001), The Recognition of Śakuntalā: A Play in Seven Acts, Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-283911-4[image: External link]

	Kaminsky, Arnold P.; Long, Roger D. (30 September 2011), India Today: An Encyclopedia of Life in the Republic: An Encyclopedia of Life in the Republic[image: External link], ABC-CLIO, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-313-37462-3[image: External link], retrieved 12 September 2012

	Karanth, S. K.[image: External link] (October 2002), Yakṣagāna, Abhinav Publications, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-7017-357-1[image: External link]

	Kiple, K. F.; Ornelas, K. C., eds. (2000), The Cambridge World History of Food, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-521-40216-3[image: External link]

	Kuiper, K., ed. (1 July 2010), The Culture of India[image: External link], Britannica Educational Publishing, ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-61530-203-1[image: External link], retrieved 24 July 2011

	Kumar, V. (January 2000), Vastushastra, All You Wanted to Know About Series (2nd ed.), Sterling Publishing[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-207-2199-9[image: External link]

	Lal, A. (2004), The Oxford Companion to Indian Theatre[image: External link], Oxford University Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-19-564446-3[image: External link], retrieved 24 July 2011

	Lang, J.; Moleski, W. (1 December 2010), Functionalism Revisited[image: External link], Ashgate Publishing[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4094-0701-0[image: External link]

	MacDonell, A. A.[image: External link] (2004), A History of Sanskrit Literature[image: External link], Kessinger Publishing[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4179-0619-2[image: External link]

	Majumdar, B.; Bandyopadhyay, K. (2006), A Social History of Indian Football: Striving To Score, Routledge[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-415-34835-5[image: External link]

	Makar, E. M. (2007), An American's Guide to Doing Business in India[image: External link], Adams, ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-59869-211-2[image: External link]

	Massey, R.; Massey, J (1998), The Music of India[image: External link], Abhinav Publications, ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-7017-332-8[image: External link]

	Medora, N. (2003), "Mate Selection in Contemporary India: Love Marriages Versus Arranged Marriages", in Hamon, R. R.; Ingoldsby, B. B., Mate Selection Across Cultures, SAGE Publications[image: External link], pp. 209–230, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7619-2592-7[image: External link]

	Messner, W. (2009), Working with India. The Softer Aspects of a Successful Collaboration with the Indian IT & BPO Industry[image: External link], Springer[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-3-540-89077-5[image: External link]

	Messner, W. (2012), Engaging with India. How to Manage the Softer Aspects of a Global Collaboration[image: External link], Createspace[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-466244900[image: External link]

	"Indian Readership Survey 2012 Q1 : Topline Findings"[image: External link] (PDF). Media Research Users Council. Growth: Literacy & Media Consumption. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 7 April 2014. Retrieved 12 September 2012.

	Mehta, Nalin (30 July 2008), Television in India: Satellites, Politics and Cultural Change[image: External link], Taylor & Francis US, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-415-44759-1[image: External link], retrieved 12 September 2012

	Is Boxing the New Cricket?[image: External link], Mint[image: External link], 24 September 2010, retrieved 5 October 2010

	Nakamura, H. (1 April 1999), Indian Buddhism: A Survey with Bibliographical Notes[image: External link], Buddhist Tradition Series (12th ed.), Motilal Banarsidass[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-208-0272-8[image: External link]

	Puskar-Pasewicz, M. (16 September 2010), Cultural Encyclopedia of Vegetarianism[image: External link], Greenwood Publishing Group[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-313-37556-9[image: External link]

	Raghavan, S. (23 October 2006), Handbook of Spices, Seasonings, and Flavorings[image: External link] (2nd ed.), CRC Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8493-2842-8[image: External link]

	Raichlen, S. (10 May 2011), A Tandoor Oven Brings India's Heat to the Backyard[image: External link], The New York Times, retrieved 14 June 2011

	Rajadhyaksha, A.; Willemen, P., eds. (22 January 1999), Encyclopaedia of Indian Cinema (2nd ed.), British Film Institute[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-85170-669-6[image: External link]

	Ramanujan, A. K. (translator)[image: External link] (15 October 1985), Poems of Love and War: From the Eight Anthologies and the Ten Long Poems of Classical Tamil[image: External link], New York: Columbia University Press[image: External link], pp. ix–x, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-231-05107-1[image: External link]

	Rawat, Ramnarayan S (23 March 2011), Reconsidering Untouchability: Chamars and Dalit History in North India[image: External link], Indiana University Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-253-22262-6[image: External link]

	Anand Crowned World Champion[image: External link], Rediff[image: External link], 29 October 2008, retrieved 29 October 2008

	Roberts, N. W. (12 July 2004), Building Type Basics for Places of Worship[image: External link] (1st ed.), John Wiley & Sons[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-471-22568-3[image: External link]

	Sarma, S. (1 January 2009), A History of Indian Literature, 1 (2nd ed.), Motilal Banarsidass[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-81-208-0264-3[image: External link]

	Schoenhals, M. (22 November 2003), Intimate Exclusion: Race and Caste Turned Inside Out[image: External link], University Press of America[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7618-2697-2[image: External link]

	Schwartzberg, J. (2011), "India: Caste"[image: External link], Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link], retrieved 17 July 2011

	Sen, A. (5 September 2006), The Argumentative Indian: Writings on Indian History, Culture, and Identity[image: External link] (1st ed.), Picador[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-312-42602-6[image: External link]

	Seymour, S.C. (28 January 1999), Women, Family, and Child Care in India: A World in Transition[image: External link], Cambridge University Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-521-59884-2[image: External link]

	Silverman, S. (10 October 2007), Vastu: Transcendental Home Design in Harmony with Nature[image: External link], Gibbs Smith, ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4236-0132-6[image: External link]

	Tarlo, E. (1 September 1996), Clothing Matters: Dress and Identity in India[image: External link] (1st ed.), University of Chicago Press[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-226-78976-7[image: External link], retrieved 24 July 2011

	Sawant Shoots Historic Gold at World Championships[image: External link], The Times of India[image: External link], 9 August 2010, retrieved 25 May 2011

	Taj Mahal[image: External link], United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation[image: External link], retrieved 3 March 2012

	India Aims for Center Court[image: External link], The Wall Street Journal, 11 September 2009, retrieved 29 September 2010

	Wengell, D. L.; Gabriel, N. (1 September 2008), Educational Opportunities in Integrative Medicine: The A-to-Z Healing Arts Guide and Professional Resource Directory[image: External link] (1st ed.), The Hunter Press, ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-9776552-4-3[image: External link]

	"Intergenerational Mobility for Dalits Is Visible, Albeit Limited"[image: External link] (PDF). World Bank Report 2011. doi[image: External link]: 10.1596/978-0-8213-8689-7[image: External link]. Retrieved 6 September 2012.

	Xavier, L. (12 September 2010), Sushil Kumar Wins Gold in World Wrestling Championship[image: External link], The Times of India[image: External link], retrieved 5 October 2010

	Yadav, S. S.; McNeil, D.; Stevenson, P. C. (23 October 2007), Lentil: An Ancient Crop for Modern Times[image: External link], Springer[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4020-6312-1[image: External link]

	Zvelebil, K. V. (1 August 1997), Companion Studies to the History of Tamil Literature[image: External link], Brill Publishers[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link]  978-90-04-09365-2[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Government




	Official website of Government of India[image: External link]

	Government of India Web Directory[image: External link]




	General information




	"India"[image: External link]. The World Factbook. Central Intelligence Agency.

	
India[image: External link] at DMOZ[image: External link]


	
India[image: External link] from UCB Libraries GovPubs


	
India[image: External link] from the BBC News[image: External link]


	Wikimedia Atlas of India[image: External link]

	Geographic data related to India[image: External link] at OpenStreetMap[image: External link]


	
Key Development Forecasts for India[image: External link] from International Futures[image: External link]




Coordinates[image: External link]: 21°N 78°E[image: External link]



Categories[image: External link]:

	India[image: External link]

	BRICS nations[image: External link]

	Commonwealth republics[image: External link]

	English-speaking countries and territories[image: External link]

	Federal republics[image: External link]

	E7 nations[image: External link]

	G15 nations[image: External link]

	G20 nations[image: External link]

	Hindustani-speaking countries and territories[image: External link]

	Liberal democracies[image: External link]

	Member states of the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link]

	Member states of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation[image: External link]

	Member states of the United Nations[image: External link]

	South Asian countries[image: External link]

	States and territories established in 1947[image: External link]

	Countries in Asia[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 13 June 2017, at 14:39.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article India: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=India [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Etymology

	2 History

	3 Geography

	4 Government and politics

	5 Economy

	6 Infrastructure

	7 Demographics

	8 Culture

	9 See also

	10 References

	11 Bibliography

	12 Further reading

	13 External links





Brazil






This article is about the country. For other uses, see Brazil (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 10°S 52°W[image: External link]

Brazil ( i[image: External link]/bre'zIl /[image: External link]; Portuguese[image: External link]: Brasil [bɾaˈziw][image: External link][11]), officially the Federative Republic of Brazil (Portuguese: República Federativa do Brasil,   listen[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link])[12]), is the largest country in both South America[image: External link] and Latin America[image: External link], besides being the largest of the Americas[image: External link] by continental area. As the world's fifth-largest country by both area[image: External link] and population, it is the largest country to have Portuguese[image: External link] as an official language[image: External link] and the only one in the Americas[image: External link].[13][14] Bounded by the Atlantic Ocean on the east, Brazil has a coastline[image: External link] of 7,491 kilometers (4,655 mi)[15] It borders all other South American countries except Ecuador and Chile and covers 47.3% of the continent's land area.[16] Its Amazon River basin[image: External link] includes a vast tropical forest[image: External link], home to diverse wildlife[image: External link], a variety of ecological systems[image: External link], and extensive natural resources spanning numerous protected habitats[image: External link].[15] This unique environmental heritage makes Brazil one of 17 megadiverse countries[image: External link], and is the subject of significant global interest and debate regarding deforestation and environmental protection.

Brazil was inhabited by numerous tribal nations[image: External link] prior to the landing in 1500 of explorer Pedro Álvares Cabral[image: External link], who claimed the area for the Portuguese Empire[image: External link]. Brazil remained a Portuguese colony[image: External link] until 1808, when the capital of the empire was transferred from Lisbon to Rio de Janeiro[image: External link]. In 1815, the colony was elevated to the rank of kingdom upon the formation of the United Kingdom of Portugal, Brazil and the Algarves[image: External link]. Independence[image: External link] was achieved in 1822 with the creation of the Empire of Brazil[image: External link], a unitary state governed under a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary system. The ratification of the first constitution in 1824 led to the formation of a bicameral legislature, now called the National Congress[image: External link]. The country became a presidential republic[image: External link] in 1889 following a military coup d'état. An authoritarian military junta[image: External link] came to power in 1964[image: External link] and ruled until 1985, after which civilian governance resumed. Brazil's current constitution[image: External link], formulated in 1988, defines it as a democratic[image: External link] federal republic[image: External link].[17] The federation is composed of the union of the Federal District[image: External link], the 26 states[image: External link], and the 5,570 municipalities[image: External link].

Brazil's economy[image: External link] is the world's both eighth-largest by nominal GDP and eighth-largest by GDP (PPP) as of 2015.[18][19] A member of the BRICS[image: External link] group, Brazil until 2010 had one of the world's fastest growing major economies, with its economic reforms giving the country new international recognition and influence.[20] Brazil's national development bank[image: External link] plays an important role for the country's economic growth.[21] Brazil is a founding member of the United Nations[image: External link], the G20[image: External link], BRICS[image: External link], Unasul[image: External link], Mercosul[image: External link], Organization of American States[image: External link], Organization of Ibero-American States[image: External link], and the CPLP[image: External link]. Brazil is a regional power[image: External link] in Latin America and a middle power[image: External link] in international affairs,[22] with some analysts identifying it as an emerging global power[image: External link].[23] One of the world's major breadbaskets[image: External link], Brazil has been the largest producer of coffee[image: External link] for the last 150 years.[24]
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 Etymology




Main article: Name of Brazil[image: External link]


It is likely that the word "Brazil" comes from the Portuguese word for brazilwood[image: External link], a tree that once grew plentifully along the Brazilian coast.[25] In Portuguese, brazilwood is called pau-brasil, with the word brasil commonly given the etymology "red like an ember", formed from Latin brasa ("ember") and the suffix -il (from -iculum or -ilium).[26] As brazilwood produces a deep red dye, it was highly valued by the European cloth industry and was the earliest commercially exploited product from Brazil.[27] Throughout the 16th century, massive amounts of brazilwood were harvested by indigenous peoples[image: External link] (mostly Tupi[image: External link]) along the Brazilian coast, who sold the timber to European traders (mostly Portuguese, but also French) in return for assorted European consumer goods.[28]

The official Portuguese name of the land, in original Portuguese records, was the "Land of the Holy Cross" (Terra da Santa Cruz),[29] but European sailors and merchants commonly called it simply the "Land of Brazil" (Terra do Brasil) on account of the brazilwood trade.[30] The popular appellation eclipsed and eventually supplanted the official Portuguese name. Early sailors sometimes also called it the "Land of Parrots" (Terra di Papaga).[31]

In the Guarani language[image: External link], an official language of Paraguay, Brazil is called "Pindorama". This was the name the indigenous population gave to the region, meaning "land of the palm trees".[32]
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 History




Main articles: History of Brazil[image: External link] and Timeline of Brazilian history[image: External link]
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 Pre-Cabraline era




Main article: History of Brazil § Precolonial history[image: External link]


The earliest human remains found in the Americas[image: External link], Luzia Woman[image: External link], were found in the area of Pedro Leopoldo[image: External link], Minas Gerais[image: External link] and provide evidence of human habitation going back at least 11,000 years.[33][34] The earliest pottery[image: External link] ever found in the Western Hemisphere was excavated in the Amazon basin[image: External link] of Brazil and radiocarbon dated[image: External link] to 8,000 years ago (6000 BC). The pottery was found near Santarém[image: External link] and provides evidence that the tropical forest region supported a complex prehistoric culture.[35]

Around the time of the Portuguese arrival, the territory of current day Brazil had an estimated indigenous population of 7 million people,[36] mostly semi-nomadic who subsisted on hunting, fishing, gathering, and migrant agriculture. The indigenous population of Brazil comprised several large indigenous ethnic groups (e.g. the Tupis[image: External link], Guaranis[image: External link], Gês[image: External link] and Arawaks[image: External link]). The Tupí people were subdivided into the Tupiniquins[image: External link] and Tupinambás[image: External link], and there were also many subdivisions of the other groups.[37]

Before the arrival of the Europeans, the boundaries between these groups and their subgroups were marked by wars that arose from differences in culture, language and moral beliefs.[38] These wars also involved large-scale military actions on land and water, with cannibalistic[image: External link] rituals on prisoners of war[image: External link].[39][40] While heredity had some weight, leadership status was more subdued over time, than allocated in succession ceremonies and conventions.[38] Slavery[image: External link] among the Indians had a different meaning than it had for Europeans, since it originated from a diverse socio-economic organization, in which asymmetries were translated into kinship[image: External link] relations.[41]
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 Portuguese colonization




Main article: Colonial Brazil[image: External link]


The land now called Brazil was claimed for the Portuguese Empire[image: External link] on 22 April 1500, with the arrival of the Portuguese fleet commanded by Pedro Álvares Cabral[image: External link].[42] The Portuguese encountered indigenous peoples divided into several tribes, most of whom spoke languages of the Tupi–Guarani[image: External link] family, and fought among themselves.[43] Though the first settlement was founded in 1532, colonization was effectively begun in 1534, when King Dom[image: External link] João III[image: External link] of Portugal divided the territory into the fifteen private and autonomous Captaincy Colonies of Brazil[image: External link].[44][45]

However, the decentralized and unorganized tendencies of the captaincy colonies proved problematic, and in 1549 the Portuguese king restructured them into the Governorate General of Brazil[image: External link], a single and centralized Portuguese colony in South America.[45][46] In the first two centuries of colonization, Indigenous and European groups lived in constant war, establishing opportunistic[image: External link] alliances in order to gain advantages against each other.[47][48][49][50] By the mid-16th century, cane sugar[image: External link] had become Brazil's most important exportation product,[43][51] and slaves purchased in Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link], in the slave market of Western Africa[image: External link][52] (not only those from Portuguese allies of their colonies in Angola[image: External link] and Mozambique[image: External link]), had become its largest import,[53][54] to cope with plantations[image: External link] of sugarcane, due to increasing international demand for Brazilian sugar.[55][56]

By the end of the 17th century, sugarcane exports began to decline,[57] and the discovery of gold by bandeirantes[image: External link] in the 1690s would become the new backbone of the colony's economy, fostering a Brazilian Gold Rush[image: External link][58] which attracted thousands of new settlers[image: External link] to Brazil from Portugal and all Portuguese colonies around the world.[59] This increased level of immigration in turn caused some conflicts[image: External link] between newcomers and old settlers.[60]

Portuguese expeditions known as Bandeiras[image: External link] gradually advanced the Portugal colonial original frontiers[image: External link] in South America to approximately the current Brazilian borders.[61][62] In this era other European powers tried to colonize parts of Brazil, in incursions that the Portuguese had to fight, notably the French in Rio during the 1560s[image: External link], in Maranhão during the 1610s[image: External link], and the Dutch in Bahia and Pernambuco[image: External link], during the Dutch–Portuguese War[image: External link], after the end of Iberian Union[image: External link].[63]

The Portuguese colonial administration in Brazil had two objectives that would ensure colonial order and the monopoly[image: External link] of Portugal's wealthiest and largest colony: to keep under control and eradicate all forms of slave rebellion[image: External link] and resistance, such as the Quilombo of Palmares[image: External link],[64] and to repress all movements for autonomy[image: External link] or independence[image: External link], such as the Minas Conspiracy[image: External link].[65]
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 United Kingdom with Portugal




Main article: United Kingdom of Portugal, Brazil and the Algarves[image: External link]


In late 1807, Spanish and Napoleonic forces threatened the security of continental Portugal[image: External link], causing Prince Regent João[image: External link], in the name of Queen Maria I[image: External link], to move the royal court from Lisbon[image: External link] to Brazil[image: External link].[66] There they established some of Brazil's first financial institutions, such as its local stock exchanges[image: External link],[67] and its National Bank[image: External link], additionally ending the Portuguese monopoly on Brazilian trade and opening Brazil to other nations. In 1809, in retaliation for being forced into exile, the Prince Regent ordered the Portuguese conquest of French Guiana[image: External link].[68]

With the end of the Peninsular War[image: External link] in 1814, the courts of Europe demanded that Queen Maria I and Prince Regent João return to Portugal, deeming it unfit for the head of an ancient European monarchy to reside in a colony. In 1815, in order to justify continuing to live in Brazil, where the royal court had thrived for the past six years, the Crown established the United Kingdom of Portugal, Brazil, and the Algarves[image: External link], thus creating a pluricontinental[image: External link] transatlantic monarchic state.[69] However, such a ploy didn't last long, since the leadership in Portugal resentful with the new status of its larger colony, continued to require the return of court to Lisbon (as postulated by the Liberal Revolution of 1820[image: External link]), as well as groups of Brazilians, impatient for practical and real changes still demanded independence and a republic, as showed by the 1817 Pernambucan Revolt[image: External link].[69] In 1821, as a demand of revolutionaries who had taken the city of Porto[image: External link],[70] D. João VI was unable to hold out any longer, and departed for Lisbon. There he swore oath to the new constitution, leaving his son, Prince Pedro de Alcântara[image: External link], as Regent of the Kingdom of Brazil[image: External link].[71]
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 Independent Empire




Main articles: Independence of Brazil[image: External link] and Empire of Brazil[image: External link]


Tensions between Portuguese and Brazilians increased, and the Portuguese Cortes[image: External link], guided by the new political regime imposed by the 1820 Liberal Revolution, tried to re-establish Brazil as a colony.[72] The Brazilians refused to yield, and Prince Pedro decided to stand with them, declaring the country's independence from Portugal[image: External link] on 7 September 1822.[73] A month later, Prince Pedro was declared the first Emperor of Brazil, with the regnal title of Dom Pedro I[image: External link], resulting in the foundation of the Empire of Brazil[image: External link].[74]

The Brazilian War of Independence[image: External link], which had already begun along this process, spread through northern, northeastern regions and in Cisplatina province.[75] With the last Portuguese soldiers surrendering on 8 March 1824,[76] Portugal officially recognized Brazil on 29 August 1825.[77]

On 7 April 1831, worn down by years of administrative turmoil and political dissensions with both liberal and conservative sides of politics, including an attempt of republican secession[image: External link],[78] as well as unreconciled with the way that absolutists in Portugal had given to the succession of King John VI, Pedro I went to Portugal to reclaim his daughter's crown[image: External link], abdicating the Brazilian throne in favor of his five-year-old son and heir (who thus became the Empire's second monarch, with the regnal title of Dom Pedro II[image: External link]).[79]

As the new Emperor could not exert his constitutional powers until he became of age, a regency[image: External link] was set up by the National Assembly.[80] In the absence of a charismatic figure who could represent a moderate face of power, during this period a series of localized rebellions took place, as the Cabanagem[image: External link], the Malê Revolt[image: External link], the Balaiada[image: External link], the Sabinada[image: External link], and the Ragamuffin War[image: External link], which emerged from the dissatisfaction of the provinces with the central power, coupled with old and latent social tensions peculiar of a vast, slaveholding and newly independent nation state[image: External link].[81] This period of internal political and social upheaval, which included the Praieira revolt[image: External link], was overcome only at the end of the 1840s, years after the end of the regency, which occurred with the premature coronation of Pedro II[image: External link] in 1841.[82]

During the last phase of the monarchy, internal political debate was centered on the issue of slavery. The Atlantic slave trade[image: External link] was abandoned in 1850,[83] as a result of the British[image: External link] Aberdeen Act[image: External link], but only in May 1888[image: External link] after a long process of internal mobilization and debate for an ethical and legal dismantling of slavery in the country[image: External link], was the institution formally abolished.[84]

The foreign affairs in the monarchy were basically related issues with the countries of the Southern Cone[image: External link] with which Brazil has borders. Long after the Cisplatine War[image: External link] that resulted in independence for Uruguay,[85] Brazil won three international wars during the 58-year reign of Pedro II. These were the Platine War[image: External link], the Uruguayan War[image: External link] and the devastating Paraguayan War[image: External link], the largest war effort[image: External link] in Brazilian history.[86][87]

On 15 November 1889, worn out by years of economic stagnation, in attrition with the majority of Army officers, as well as with rural and financial elites (for different reasons), the monarchy was overthrown by a military coup.[88]
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 Early republic




Main articles: First Brazilian Republic[image: External link], Estado Novo (Brazil)[image: External link], and Second Brazilian Republic[image: External link]


The "early republican government was little more than a military dictatorship, with army dominating affairs both at Rio de Janeiro and in the states. Freedom of the press disappeared and elections were controlled by those in power".[89] In 1894, following the unfoldings of two severe crises, an economic[image: External link] along with a military one[image: External link], the republican civilians rose to power.[90][91][92]

If in relation to its foreign policy, the country in this first republican period maintained a relative balance characterized by a success in resolving border disputes with neighboring countries,[93] only broken by the Acre War[image: External link] (1899–1902) and its involvement[image: External link] in World War I[image: External link] (1914–1918),[94][95][96] followed by a failed attempt to exert a prominent role in the League of Nations[image: External link];[97] Internally, from the crisis of Encilhamento[98][99][100] and the Armada Revolts,[101] a prolonged cycle of financial, political and social instability began Until the 1920s, keeping the country besieged by various rebellions, both civilian [102][103][104] and military.[105][106][107]

Little by little, a cycle of general instability[image: External link] sparked by these crises undermined the regime to such an extent, that in the wake of the murder of his running mate, the defeated opposition presidential candidate Getúlio Vargas[image: External link] supported by most of the military, successfully led the October 1930's Coup[image: External link].[108][109] Vargas and the military were supposed to assume power temporarily, but instead closed the Congress, extinguished the Constitution, ruled with emergency powers and replaced the states' governors with their own supporters.[110][111]

In the 1930s, three failed attempts to remove Vargas and his supporters from power occurred. The first was the Constitutionalist Revolt[image: External link] in 1932 led by the Paulista[image: External link] oligarchy, the second was a Communist uprising[image: External link] in November 1935, and the last one a Putsch attempt by the local fascists[image: External link] in May 1938.[112][113][114] The 1935 uprising created a security crisis in which the Congress transferred more power to the executive. The 1937 coup d'état resulted in the cancellation of the 1938 election, installed Vargas as a dictator, and began the Estado Novo[image: External link] era, noted for government brutality and censorship of the press.[115]

The foreign policy during Vargas years was marked by the antecedents and occurrence of World War II[image: External link], having Brazil remained neutral until August 1942, when the country entered on the allied side[image: External link],[116][117] after suffering retaliations[image: External link] undertaken by Nazi Germany[image: External link] and Fascist Italy[image: External link], in the context of the strategic dispute over the South Atlantic.[118] In addition to its participation in the battle of the Atlantic[image: External link], Brazil also sent a expeditionary force[image: External link] to fight in the Italian campaign[image: External link].[119]

With the allied victory in 1945 and the end of the Nazi-fascist regimes in Europe, Vargas's position became unsustainable and he was swiftly overthrown in another military coup, with Democracy being "reinstated" by the same army that had discontinued it 15 years earlier.[120] Vargas committed suicide in August 1954 amid a political crisis, after having returned to power by election in 1950.[121][122]
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 Contemporary era




Main articles: Brazilian military government[image: External link] and History of Brazil since 1985[image: External link]


Several brief interim governments succeeded after Vargas's suicide.[123] Juscelino Kubitschek[image: External link] became president in 1956 and assumed a conciliatory posture towards the political opposition[image: External link] that allowed him to govern without major crises.[124] The economy and industrial sector grew remarkably,[125] but his greatest achievement was the construction of the new capital city of Brasília[image: External link], inaugurated in 1960.[126] His successor was Jânio Quadros[image: External link], who resigned in 1961 less than a year after taking office.[127] His vice-president, João Goulart[image: External link], assumed the presidency, but aroused strong political opposition[128] and was deposed in April 1964 by a coup[image: External link] that resulted in a military regime[image: External link].[129]

The new regime was intended to be transitory[130] but it gradually closed in on itself and became a full dictatorship with the promulgation of the Fifth Institutional Act in 1968.[131] The oppression was not limited to only those who resorted to guerrilla tactics to fight the regime, but also reached institutional opponents, artists, journalists and other members of civil society,[132][133] inside and outside the country (through the infamous "Operation Condor[image: External link]").[134][135] Despite its brutality, like other totalitarian regimes[image: External link] in history, due to an economic boom, known as an "economic miracle", the regime reached its highest level of popularity in the early 1970s.[136]

Slowly however, the wear and tear of years of dictatorial power that had not slowed the repression, even after the defeat of the leftist guerrillas,[137] plus the inability to deal with the economic crises of the period and popular pressure, made an opening policy inevitable, which from the regime side was led by Generals Geisel[image: External link] and Golbery[image: External link].[138] With the enactment of the Amnesty Law in 1979, Brazil began its slow return to democracy, which would be completed during the 1980s.[82]

Civilians returned to power in 1985 when José Sarney assumed the presidency, becoming unpopular during his tenure due to his failure in controlling the economic crisis and hyperinflation inherited from the military regime.[139] Sarney's unsuccessful government allowed the election in 1989[image: External link] of the almost unknown Fernando Collor[image: External link], who was subsequently impeached by the National Congress in 1992.[140]

Collor was succeeded by his Vice-President Itamar Franco[image: External link], who appointed Fernando Henrique Cardoso[image: External link] as Minister of Finance. In 1994, Cardoso produced a highly successful Plano Real[image: External link],[141] that, after decades of failed economic plans made by previous governments attempting to curb hyperinflation, finally granted stability to the Brazilian economy,[142][143] leading Cardoso to be elected that year[image: External link], and again in 1998[image: External link].[144]

The peaceful transition of power from Fernando Henrique to his main opposition leader, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva[image: External link] (elected in 2002[image: External link] and re-elected in 2006[image: External link]), was seen as a proof that Brazil had finally succeeded in achieving a long-sought political stability.[145][146] However, sparked by indignation and frustrations accumulated over decades (against corruption, police brutality[image: External link], inefficiencies of political establishment[image: External link] and public service[image: External link]), numerous peaceful protests erupted in Brazil[image: External link] from the middle of first term of Dilma Rousseff[image: External link] (who succeeded Lula in 2010[image: External link]).[147][148] Enhanced by a political and economic crises with evidences of involvement of politicians from all main political parties in several bribery[image: External link] and tax evasion[image: External link] schemes,[149][150] with large street protests for and against her[image: External link],[151] Rousseff was impeached[image: External link] by the Brazilian Congress[image: External link] in 2016.[6][152]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Brazil[image: External link]


Brazil occupies a large area along the eastern coast of South America and includes much of the continent's interior,[153] sharing land borders with Uruguay to the south; Argentina and Paraguay to the southwest; Bolivia and Peru to the west; Colombia[image: External link] to the northwest; and Venezuela[image: External link], Guyana, Suriname and France[image: External link] (French overseas region of French Guiana[image: External link]) to the north. It shares a border with every South American country except Ecuador and Chile. It also encompasses a number of oceanic archipelagos[image: External link], such as Fernando de Noronha[image: External link], Rocas Atoll[image: External link], Saint Peter and Paul Rocks[image: External link], and Trindade and Martim Vaz[image: External link].[15] Its size, relief, climate, and natural resources make Brazil geographically diverse.[153] Including its Atlantic[image: External link] islands, Brazil lies between latitudes 6°N[image: External link] and 34°S[image: External link], and longitudes 28°[image: External link] and 74°W[image: External link].

Brazil is the fifth largest[image: External link] country in the world, and third largest in the Americas, with a total area of 8,515,767.049 km2 (3,287,956 sq mi),[154] including 55,455 km2 (21,411 sq mi) of water.[15] It spans four time zones[image: External link]; from UTC−5[image: External link] comprising the state of Acre[image: External link] and the westernmost portion of Amazonas[image: External link], to UTC−4[image: External link] in the western states, to UTC−3[image: External link] in the eastern states (the national time[image: External link]) and UTC−2[image: External link] in the Atlantic islands[image: External link].[155]

Brazil is the only country in the world that has the equator[image: External link] and the Tropic of Capricorn[image: External link] running through it. It is also the only country to have contiguous territory both inside and outside the tropics. Brazilian topography is also diverse and includes hills, mountains, plains, highlands, and scrublands. Much of the terrain lies between 200 metres (660 ft) and 800 metres (2,600 ft) in elevation.[156] The main upland area occupies most of the southern half of the country.[156] The northwestern parts of the plateau consist of broad, rolling terrain broken by low, rounded hills.[156]

The southeastern section is more rugged, with a complex mass of ridges and mountain ranges reaching elevations of up to 1,200 metres (3,900 ft).[156] These ranges include the Mantiqueira[image: External link] and Espinhaço[image: External link] mountains and the Serra do Mar[image: External link].[156] In the north, the Guiana Highlands[image: External link] form a major drainage divide, separating rivers that flow south into the Amazon Basin[image: External link] from rivers that empty into the Orinoco River[image: External link] system, in Venezuela, to the north. The highest point in Brazil is the Pico da Neblina[image: External link] at 2,994 metres (9,823 ft), and the lowest is the Atlantic Ocean.[15]

Brazil has a dense and complex system of rivers, one of the world's most extensive, with eight major drainage basins, all of which drain into the Atlantic.[157] Major rivers include the Amazon[image: External link] (the world's second-longest river and the largest in terms of volume of water), the Paraná[image: External link] and its major tributary the Iguaçu[image: External link] (which includes the Iguazu Falls[image: External link]), the Negro[image: External link], São Francisco[image: External link], Xingu[image: External link], Madeira[image: External link] and Tapajós[image: External link] rivers.[157]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Brazil[image: External link]


The climate of Brazil comprises a wide range of weather conditions across a large area and varied topography, but most of the country is tropical.[15] According to the Köppen system[image: External link], Brazil hosts five major climatic subtypes: equatorial[image: External link], tropical[image: External link], semiarid[image: External link], highland tropical[image: External link], temperate[image: External link], and subtropical[image: External link]. The different climatic conditions produce environments ranging from equatorial rainforests[image: External link] in the north and semiarid deserts in the northeast, to temperate coniferous forests[image: External link] in the south and tropical savannas[image: External link] in central Brazil.[158] Many regions have starkly different microclimates[image: External link].[159][160]

An equatorial climate characterizes much of northern Brazil. There is no real dry season[image: External link], but there are some variations in the period of the year when most rain falls.[158] Temperatures average 25 °C (77 °F),[160] with more significant temperature variation between night and day than between seasons.[159]

Over central Brazil rainfall is more seasonal, characteristic of a savanna climate.[159] This region is as extensive as the Amazon basin but has a very different climate as it lies farther south at a higher altitude.[158] In the interior northeast, seasonal rainfall is even more extreme. The semiarid climatic region generally receives less than 800 millimetres (31.5 in) of rain,[161] most of which generally falls in a period of three to five months of the year[162] and occasionally less than this, creating long periods of drought.[159] Brazil's 1877–78 Grande Seca[image: External link] (Great Drought), the worst in Brazil's history,[163] caused approximately half a million deaths.[164] A similarly devastating drought occurred in 1915.[165]

South of Bahia, near the coasts, and more southerly most of the state of São Paulo, the distribution of rainfall changes, with rain falling throughout the year.[158] The south enjoys subtropical conditions, with cool winters and average annual temperatures not exceeding 18 °C (64.4 °F);[160] winter frosts and snowfall[image: External link] are not rare in the highest areas.[158][159]
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 Biodiversity and environment




Main articles: Wildlife of Brazil[image: External link], Deforestation in Brazil[image: External link], and Conservation in Brazil[image: External link]


Brazil's large territory comprises different ecosystems, such as the Amazon rainforest[image: External link], recognized as having the greatest biological diversity[image: External link] in the world,[166] with the Atlantic Forest[image: External link] and the Cerrado[image: External link], sustaining the greatest biodiversity.[167] In the south, the Araucaria[image: External link] pine forest grows under temperate conditions.[167] The rich wildlife of Brazil reflects the variety of natural habitats. Scientists estimate that the total number of plant[image: External link] and animal species[image: External link] in Brazil could approach four million, mostly invertebrates.[167]

Larger mammals include carnivores pumas[image: External link], jaguars[image: External link], ocelots[image: External link], rare bush dogs[image: External link], and foxes[image: External link], and herbivores peccaries[image: External link], tapirs[image: External link], anteaters[image: External link], sloths[image: External link], opossums[image: External link], and armadillos[image: External link]. Deer[image: External link] are plentiful in the south, and many species of New World monkeys[image: External link] are found in the northern rain forests[image: External link].[167][168] Concern for the environment has grown in response to global interest in environmental issues.[169] Brazil's Amazon Basin is home to an extremely diverse array of fish species, including the red-bellied piranha[image: External link]. Despite its reputation as a ferocious freshwater fish, the red-bellied piranha is actually a generally timid scavenger. Biodiversity can contribute to agriculture[image: External link], livestock, forestry and fisheries extraction. However, almost all economically exploited species of plants, such as soybeans and coffee, or animals, such as chickens, are imported from other countries, and the economic use of native species still crawls. In the Brazilian GDP, the forest sector represents just over 1% and fishing 0.4%.

The natural heritage of Brazil is severely threatened by cattle ranching and agriculture, logging, mining, resettlement, oil and gas extraction, over-fishing, wildlife trade, dams and infrastructure, water pollution, climate change, fire, and invasive species.[166] In many areas of the country, the natural environment is threatened by development.[170] Construction of highways has opened up previously remote areas for agriculture and settlement; dams have flooded valleys and inundated wildlife habitats; and mines have scarred and polluted the landscape.[169][171] At least 70 dams are said to be planned for the Amazon region, including the controversial Belo Monte[image: External link] hydroelectric dam.[172]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Politics of Brazil[image: External link], Federal government of Brazil[image: External link], and Elections in Brazil[image: External link]


The form of government is that of a democratic[image: External link] federative[image: External link] republic[image: External link], with a presidential system[image: External link].[17] The president is both head of state and head of government of the Union and is elected for a four-year term,[17] with the possibility of re-election for a second successive term. The current president is Michel Temer[image: External link], who replaced Dilma Rousseff[image: External link] after her impeachment[image: External link].[173] The President appoints the Ministers of State[image: External link], who assist in government.[17] Legislative houses in each political entity are the main source of law in Brazil. The National Congress[image: External link] is the Federation's bicameral legislature, consisting of the Chamber of Deputies[image: External link] and the Federal Senate[image: External link]. Judiciary authorities exercise jurisdictional duties almost exclusively. Brazil is a democracy[image: External link], according to the Democracy Index[image: External link] 2010.[174]

The Brazilian Federation is the "indissoluble union" of the States, the Municipalities and the Federal District.[17] The Union, the states and the Federal District, and the municipalities, are the "spheres of government". The federation[image: External link] is set on five fundamental principles:[17] sovereignty, citizenship, dignity of human beings, the social values of labour and freedom of enterprise, and political pluralism. The classic tripartite branches of government (executive, legislative and judicial under a checks and balances system) are formally established by the Constitution.[17] The executive and legislative are organized independently in all three spheres of government[image: External link], while the judiciary is organized only at the federal and state/Federal District spheres.

All members of the executive and legislative branches are directly elected.[175][176][177] Judges and other judicial officials are appointed after passing entry exams.[175] For most of its democratic history, Brazil has had a multi-party system, proportional representation. Voting is compulsory for the literate between 18 and 70 years old and optional for illiterates and those between 16 and 18 or beyond 70.[17]

Together with several smaller parties, four political parties stand out: Workers' Party[image: External link] (PT), Brazilian Social Democracy Party[image: External link] (PSDB), Brazilian Democratic Movement Party[image: External link] (PMDB) and Democrats[image: External link] (DEM). Fifteen political parties are represented in Congress. It is common for politicians to switch parties, and thus the proportion of congressional seats held by particular parties changes regularly.[178] Almost all governmental and administrative functions are exercised by authorities and agencies affiliated to the Executive.
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 Law




Main articles: Law of Brazil[image: External link], Law enforcement in Brazil[image: External link], and Crime in Brazil[image: External link]


Brazilian law is based on Roman[image: External link]- Germanic[image: External link][not in citation given[image: External link]] traditions[179] and civil law[image: External link] concepts prevail over common law practice. Most of Brazilian law is codified, although non-codified statutes also represent a substantial part, playing a complementary role. Court decisions set out interpretive guidelines; however, they are seldom binding on other specific cases. Doctrinal works and the works of academic jurists have strong influence in law creation and in law cases.

The legal system is based on the Federal Constitution, which was promulgated on 5 October 1988, and is the fundamental law of Brazil. All other legislation and court decisions must conform to its rules.[180] As of April 2007, there have been 53 amendments. States have their own constitutions, which must not contradict the Federal Constitution.[181] Municipalities and the Federal District have "organic laws" (leis orgânicas), which act in a similar way to constitutions.[182] Legislative entities are the main source of statutes, although in certain matters judiciary and executive bodies may enact legal norms.[17] Jurisdiction is administered by the judiciary entities, although in rare situations the Federal Constitution[image: External link] allows the Federal Senate to pass on legal judgments.[17] There are also specialized military, labor, and electoral courts.[17] The highest court is the Supreme Federal Court[image: External link].

This system has been criticized over the last few decades for the slow pace of decision-making. Lawsuits on appeal may take several years to resolve, and in some cases more than a decade elapses before definitive rulings.[183] Nevertheless, the Supreme Federal Tribunal was the first court in the world to transmit its sessions on television, and also via YouTube[image: External link].[184][185] More recently, in December 2009, the Supreme Court adopted Twitter[image: External link] to display items on the day planner of the ministers, to inform the daily actions of the Court and the most important decisions made by them.[186]
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 Military




Main article: Brazilian Armed Forces[image: External link]


The armed forces of Brazil are the second largest[image: External link] in Latin America by active personnel and the largest in terms of military equipment.[187] It consists of the Brazilian Army[image: External link] (including the Army Aviation Command[image: External link]), the Brazilian Navy[image: External link] (including the Marine Corps[image: External link] and Naval Aviation[image: External link]), and the Brazilian Air Force[image: External link]. Brazil's conscription[image: External link] policy gives it one of the world's largest military forces, estimated at more than 1.6 million reservist[image: External link] annually.[188]

Numbering close to 236,000 active personnel,[189] the Brazilian Army has the largest number of armored vehicles in South America[image: External link], including armored transports and tanks[image: External link][190] It is also unique in Latin America for its large, elite forces specializing in unconventional missions, the Brazilian Special Operations Command[image: External link],[191][192][193] and the versatile Strategic Rapid Action Force, made up of highly mobilized and prepared (Special Operations Brigade, Infantry Brigade Parachutist[image: External link],[194][195] 1st Jungle Infantry Battalion (Airmobile)[196] and 12th Brigade Light Infantry (Airmobile)[197] able to act anywhere in the country, on short notice, to counter external aggression.[198] The states' Military Police[image: External link] and the Military Firefighters Corps[image: External link] are described as an ancillary forces of the Army by the constitution, but are under the control of each state's governor.[17]

The Navy once operated some of the most powerful warships in the world with the two Minas Geraes -class[image: External link] dreadnoughts[image: External link], which sparked a South American dreadnought race[image: External link] between Argentina, Brazil, and Chile.[199] Today, it is a green water[image: External link] force and has a group of specialized elite in retaking ships and naval facilities, GRUMEC[image: External link], unit specially trained to protect Brazilian oil platforms along its coast.[200] It's the only navy in Latin America that operates an aircraft carrier[image: External link], NAe São Paulo[image: External link],[201] and one of the ten navies of the world to operate this type of ship.[190]

The Air Force, it is the largest in Latin America has about 700 manned aircraft in service and effective about 67,000 personnel.[202]

Brazil has not been invaded since 1865 during the Paraguayan War[image: External link].[203] Additionally, Brazil has no contested territorial disputes with any of its neighbours[204] and neither does it have rivalries, like Chile and Bolivia have with each other.[205][206] The Brazilian military has also three times intervened militarily to overthrow the Brazilian government[image: External link].[207] It has built a tradition of participating in UN peacekeeping[image: External link] missions such as in Haiti and East Timor.[208]
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 Foreign policy




Main article: Foreign relations of Brazil[image: External link]


Brazil's international relations are based on Article 4 of the Federal Constitution[image: External link], which establishes non-intervention[image: External link], self-determination[image: External link], international cooperation[image: External link] and the peaceful settlement of conflicts[image: External link] as the guiding principles of Brazil's relationship with other countries and multilateral organizations.[209]

According to the Constitution, the President[image: External link] has ultimate authority over foreign policy, while the Congress[image: External link] is tasked with reviewing and considering all diplomatic nominations and international treaties[image: External link], as well as legislation relating to Brazilian foreign policy.[210]

Brazil's foreign policy is a by-product of the country's unique position as a regional power[image: External link] in Latin America[image: External link], a leader among developing countries[image: External link], and an emerging world power[image: External link].[211] Brazilian foreign policy has generally been based on the principles of multilateralism[image: External link], peaceful dispute settlement, and non-intervention in the affairs of other countries.[212]

An increasingly well-developed tool of Brazil's foreign policy is providing aid as a donor to other developing countries.[213] Brazil does not just use its growing economic strength to provide financial aid, but it also provides high levels of expertise and most importantly of all, a quiet non-confrontational diplomacy to improve governance levels.[213] Total aid is estimated to be around $1 billion per year that includes:[213]


	technical cooperation of around $480 million ($30 million in 2010 provided directly by the Brazilian Cooperation Agency (ABC))

	an estimated $450 million for in-kind expertise provided by Brazilian institutions specialising in technical cooperation



In addition, Brazil manages a peacekeeping mission in Haiti[image: External link] ($350 million) and makes in-kind contributions to the World Food Programme[image: External link] ($300 million).[213] This is in addition to humanitarian assistance and contributions to multilateral development agencies. The scale of this aid places it on par with China and India.[213] The Brazilian South-South aid has been described as a "global model in waiting."[214]
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 Law enforcement and crime




Main articles: Law enforcement in Brazil[image: External link] and Crime in Brazil[image: External link]


In Brazil, the Constitution[image: External link] establishes five different police agencies for law enforcement: Federal Police Department[image: External link], Federal Highway Police[image: External link], Federal Railroad Police[image: External link], Military Police[image: External link] and Civil Police[image: External link]. Of these, the first three are affiliated with federal authorities and the last two are subordinate to state governments. All police forces are the responsibility of the executive branch of any of the federal or state powers.[17] The National Public Security Force[image: External link] also can act in public disorder situations arising anywhere in the country.[215]

The country still has above-average levels of violent crime and particularly high levels of gun violence and homicide. In 2012, the World Health Organization[image: External link] (WHO) estimated the number of 32 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants, one of the highest rates of intentional homicide of the world[image: External link].[216] The number considered tolerable by the WHO is about 10 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants.[217] However, there are differences between the crime rates in the Brazilian states[image: External link]. While in São Paulo[image: External link] the homicide rate registered in 2013 was 10.8 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants, in Alagoas[image: External link] it was 64.7 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants.[218]

Brazil also has high levels of incarceration and the third largest prison population in the world (behind only China[image: External link] and the United States), with an estimated total of approximately 700,000 prisoners around the country (June 2014), an increase of about 300% compared to the index registered in 1992.[219] The high number of prisoners eventually overloaded the Brazilian prison system, leading to a shortfall of about two hundred thousand accommodations.[220]
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 Administrative divisions




Main articles: States of Brazil[image: External link] and Municipalities of Brazil[image: External link]


See also: Regions of Brazil[image: External link]


Brazil is a federation composed of 26 States[image: External link], one Federal district[image: External link] (which contains the capital city, Brasília[image: External link]) and Municipalities[image: External link].[17] States have autonomous administrations, collect their own taxes and receive a share of taxes collected by the Federal government. They have a governor and a unicameral legislative body elected directly by their voters. They also have independent Courts of Law for common justice. Despite this, states have much less autonomy to create their own laws than in the United States. For example, criminal and civil laws can be voted by only the federal bicameral Congress and are uniform throughout the country.[17]

The states and the federal district may be grouped into regions: Northern[image: External link], Northeast[image: External link], Central-West[image: External link], Southeast[image: External link] and Southern[image: External link]. The Brazilian regions are merely geographical, not political or administrative divisions, and they do not have any specific form of government. Although defined by law, Brazilian regions are useful mainly for statistical purposes, and also to define the distribution of federal funds in development projects.

Municipalities, as the states, have autonomous administrations, collect their own taxes and receive a share of taxes collected by the Union and state government.[17] Each has a mayor and an elected legislative body, but no separate Court of Law. Indeed, a Court of Law organized by the state can encompass many municipalities in a single justice administrative division called comarca[image: External link] (county).
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Brazil[image: External link]


See also: Brazilian real[image: External link]


Brazil is the largest national economy in Latin America[image: External link], the world's eight largest economy and the seventh largest in purchasing power parity (PPP) according to the 2017 estimates. Brazil has a mixed economy[image: External link] with abundant natural resources. After rapid growth in preceding decades, the country entered an ongoing recession in 2014[image: External link] amid a political corruption scandal and nationwide protests.

Its GDP (PPP) per capita was $15,048 in 2016[222] putting Brazil in the 77th position according to IMF data. Active in agricultural[image: External link], mining[image: External link], manufacturing[image: External link] and service sectors[image: External link] Brazil has a labor force of over a 107 million (ranking 6th worldwide) and unemployment of 6.2% (ranking 64th worldwide).[223] The country has been expanding its presence in international financial and commodities markets[image: External link], and is one of a group of four emerging economies called the BRIC countries[image: External link].[224] Brazil has been the world's largest producer of coffee[image: External link] for the last 150 years.[24]

Brazil has become the fourth largest car market in the world.[226] Major export products include aircraft[image: External link], electrical equipment[image: External link], automobiles[image: External link], ethanol[image: External link], textiles[image: External link], footwear[image: External link], iron ore[image: External link], steel[image: External link], coffee[image: External link], orange juice[image: External link], soybeans[image: External link] and corned beef[image: External link].[227] In total, Brazil ranks 23rd worldwide in value of exports.

Brazil pegged its currency, the real[image: External link], to the U.S. dollar in 1994. However, after the East Asian financial crisis[image: External link], the Russian default[image: External link] in 1998[228] and the series of adverse financial events that followed it, the Central Bank of Brazil[image: External link] temporarily changed its monetary policy[image: External link] to a managed-float[229] scheme while undergoing a currency crisis[image: External link], until definitively changing the exchange regime to free-float[image: External link] in January 1999.[230]

Brazil received an International Monetary Fund rescue package in mid-2002 of $30.4 billion,[231] then a record sum. Brazil's central bank paid back the IMF loan in 2005, although it was not due to be repaid until 2006.[232] One of the issues the Central Bank of Brazil recently dealt with was an excess of speculative short-term capital inflows to the country, which may have contributed to a fall in the value of the U.S. dollar against the real during that period.[233] Nonetheless, foreign direct investment (FDI), related to long-term, less speculative investment in production, is estimated to be $193.8 billion for 2007.[234] Inflation monitoring and control currently plays a major part in the Central bank's role of setting out short-term interest rates[image: External link] as a monetary policy measure.[235]

Between 1993 and 2010, 7012 mergers & acquisitions[image: External link] with a total known value of $707 billion with the involvement of Brazilian firms have been announced.[236] The year 2010 was a new record in terms of value with 115 billion USD of transactions. The largest transaction with involvement of Brazilian companies has been: Cia. Vale do Rio Doce[image: External link] acquired Inco[image: External link] in a tender offer valued at US$18.9 billion.

Corruption costs Brazil almost $41 billion a year alone, with 69.9% of the country's firms identifying the issue as a major constraint in successfully penetrating the global market.[237] Local government corruption is so prevalent that voters perceive it as a problem only if it surpasses certain levels, and only if a local media e.g. a radio station is present to divulge the findings of corruption charges.[238] Initiatives, like this exposure, strengthen awareness which is indicated by the Transparency International's Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link]; ranking Brazil 69th out of 178 countries in 2012.[239] The purchasing power[image: External link] in Brazil is eroded by the so-called Brazil cost[image: External link].[240]
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Main articles: Agriculture in Brazil[image: External link], Mining in Brazil[image: External link], Industry in Brazil[image: External link], and Energy policy of Brazil[image: External link]


Brazil's diversified economy includes agriculture, industry, and a wide range of services.[241] Agriculture[image: External link] and allied sectors like forestry[image: External link], logging[image: External link] and fishing[image: External link] accounted for 5.1% of the gross domestic product in 2007.[242] Brazil is one of the largest producer[image: External link] of oranges, coffee, sugar cane, cassava and sisal, soybeans and papayas.[243]

The industry[image: External link] – from automobiles[image: External link], steel[image: External link] and petrochemicals[image: External link] to computers[image: External link], aircraft[image: External link] and consumer durables[image: External link] – accounted for 30.8% of the gross domestic product.[242] Industry is highly concentrated in metropolitan São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Campinas[image: External link], Porto Alegre[image: External link], and Belo Horizonte[image: External link].[244]

Brazil is the world's tenth largest[image: External link] energy consumer with much of its energy coming from renewable sources[image: External link], particularly hydroelectricity[image: External link] and ethanol[image: External link]; the Itaipu Dam[image: External link] is the world's largest hydroelectric plant[image: External link] by energy generation.[245] The first car with an ethanol engine was produced in 1978 and the first airplane engine running on ethanol in 2005.[246] Recent oil discoveries in the Pre-salt layer[image: External link] have opened the door for a large increase in oil production.[247] The governmental agencies responsible for the energy policy are the Ministry of Mines and Energy, the National Council for Energy Policy, the National Agency of Petroleum, Natural Gas and Biofuels[image: External link], and the National Agency of Electricity[image: External link].[248]
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Main article: Tourism in Brazil[image: External link]


Tourism in Brazil is a growing sector and key to the economy of several regions of the country. The country had 5 million visitors in 2010, ranking in terms of international tourist arrivals as the second destination in South America[image: External link], and third in Latin America[image: External link] after Mexico[image: External link] and Argentina. Revenues from international tourists reached US$6 billion in 2010, showing a recovery from the 2008–2009 economic crisis[image: External link].[249] Historical records of 5.4 million visitors and US$6.8 billion in receipts were reached in 2011.[250][251]

Natural areas are its most popular tourism product, a combination of ecotourism[image: External link] with leisure[image: External link] and recreation[image: External link], mainly sun and beach, and adventure travel[image: External link], as well as cultural tourism[image: External link]. Among the most popular destinations are the Amazon Rainforest[image: External link], beaches[image: External link] and dunes[image: External link] in the Northeast Region[image: External link], the Pantanal[image: External link] in the Center-West Region[image: External link], beaches at Rio de Janeiro[image: External link] and Santa Catarina[image: External link], cultural tourism in Minas Gerais[image: External link] and business trips to São Paulo[image: External link] city.[252]

In terms of the 2015 Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Index[image: External link] (TTCI), which is a measurement of the factors that make it attractive to develop business in the travel and tourism industry of individual countries, Brazil ranked in the 28st place at the world's level, third in the Americas[image: External link], after Canada and United States.[253][254]

Brazil's main competitive advantages are its natural resources, which ranked 1st on this criteria out of all countries considered, and ranked 23rd for its cultural resources, due to its many World Heritage sites[image: External link]. The TTCI report notes Brazil's main weaknesses: its ground transport infrastructure remains underdeveloped (ranked 116th), with the quality of roads ranking in 105th place; and the country continues to suffer from a lack of price competitiveness (ranked 114th), due in part to high ticket taxes and airport charges, as well as high prices and high taxation. Safety and security have improved significantly: 75th in 2011, up from 128th in 2008.[254]

According to the World Tourism Organization[image: External link] (WTO), international travel to Brazil accelerated in 2000, particularly during 2004 and 2005. However, in 2006 a slow-down took place, and international arrivals had almost no growth in 2007–08.[255][256][257]

In spite of this trend, revenues from international tourism continued to rise, from USD[image: External link] 4 billion in 2005 to 5 billion in 2007, despite 330 000 fewer arrivals. This favorable trend is the result of the strong devaluation of the US dollar against the Brazilian Real[image: External link], which began in 2004, but which makes Brazil a more expensive international destination.[258] This trend changed in 2009, when both visitors and revenues fell as a result of the Great Recession[image: External link] of 2008–09.[259] By 2010, the industry had recovered, and arrivals grew above 2006 levels to 5.2 million international visitors, and receipts from these visitors reached USD 6 billion.[249] In 2011 the historical record was reached with 5.4 million visitors and US$6.8 billion in receipts.[250][251]

Despite continuing record-breaking international tourism revenues, the number of Brazilian tourists travelling overseas has been growing steadily since 2003, resulting in a net negative foreign exchange[image: External link] balance, as more money is spent abroad by Brazilians than comes in as receipts from international tourists visiting Brazil. Tourism expenditures abroad grew from USD 5.8 billion in 2006, to USD 8.2 billion in 2007, a 42% increase, representing a net deficit of USD 3.3 billion in 2007, as compared to USD 1.5 billion in 2006, a 125% increase from the previous year.[260] This trend is caused by Brazilians taking advantage of the stronger Real[image: External link] to travel and making relatively cheaper expenditures abroad.[260] Brazilians traveling overseas in 2006 represented 4% of the country's population.[261]

In 2005, tourism contributed with 3.2% of the country's revenues from exports of goods and services, and represented 7% of direct and indirect employment in the Brazilian economy.[262] In 2006 direct employment in the sector reached 1.9 million people.[263] Domestic tourism is a fundamental market segment for the industry, as 51 million people traveled throughout the country in 2005,[264] and direct revenues from Brazilian tourists reached USD 22 billion,[265] 5.6 times more receipts than international tourists in 2005.

In 2005, Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], Foz do Iguaçu[image: External link], São Paulo[image: External link], Florianópolis[image: External link] and Salvador[image: External link] were the most visited cities by international tourists for leisure trips. The most popular destinations for business trips were São Paulo[image: External link], Rio de Janeiro[image: External link] and Porto Alegre[image: External link].[266] In 2006 Rio de Janeiro and Fortaleza[image: External link] were the most popular destinations for business trips.
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Main article: Brazilian science and technology[image: External link]


Technological research in Brazil is largely carried out in public universities and research institutes, with the majority of funding for basic research coming from various government agencies.[267] Brazil's most esteemed technological hubs are the Oswaldo Cruz Institute[image: External link], the Butantan Institute[image: External link], the Air Force's Aerospace Technical Center[image: External link], the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation[image: External link] and the INPE[image: External link].[268][269] The Brazilian Space Agency[image: External link] has the most advanced space program in Latin America, with significant resources to launch vehicles, and manufacture of satellite[image: External link].[270] Owner of relative technological sophistication, the country develops submarines[image: External link], aircraft, as well as being involved in space research, having a Vehicle Launch Center Light and being the only country in the Southern Hemisphere[image: External link] the integrate team building International Space Station[image: External link] (ISS).[271]

The country is also a pioneer in the search for oil in deep water, from where extracts 73% of its reserves. Uranium[image: External link] is enriched at the Resende Nuclear Fuel Factory[image: External link], mostly for research purposes (as Brazil obtains 88% from its electricity from hydroelectricity[image: External link][272]) and the country's first nuclear submarine will be delivered in 2015 (by France).[273] Brazil is one of the three countries in Latin America[274] with an operational Synchrotron[image: External link] Laboratory, a research facility on physics, chemistry, material science and life sciences. And Brazil is the only Latin American country to have a semiconductor[image: External link] company with its own fabrication plant[image: External link], the CEITEC[image: External link].[275] According to the Global Information Technology Report 2009-2010 of the World Economic Forum, Brazil is the 61 world's largest developer of information technology.[276]

Brazil also has a large number of outstanding scientific personalities. Among the most renowned Brazilian inventors are priests Bartolomeu de Gusmão[image: External link], Landell de Moura[image: External link] and Francisco João de Azevedo, besides Alberto Santos-Dumont[image: External link],[277] Evaristo Conrado Engelberg[image: External link],[278] Manuel Dias de Abreu[image: External link],[279] Andreas Pavel[image: External link][280] e Nélio José Nicolai.[281] Brazilian science is represented by the likes of César Lattes[image: External link] (Brazilian physicist[image: External link] Pathfinder of Pi Meson[image: External link]),[282] Mário Schenberg[image: External link] (considered the greatest theoretical physicist of Brazil),[283] José Leite Lopes[image: External link] (only Brazilian physicist holder of UNESCO Science Prize),[284] Artur Ávila[image: External link] (the first Latin American winner of Fields Medal[image: External link])[285] and Fritz Müller[image: External link] (pioneer in factual support the theory of evolution by Charles Darwin).[286]
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Main article: Transport in Brazil[image: External link]


Brazilian roads are the primary carriers of freight and passenger traffic. The road system totaled 1.98 million km (1.23 million mi) in 2002. The total of paved roads increased from 35,496 km (22,056 mi) (22,056 mi) in 1967 to 184,140 km (114,419 mi) (114,425 mi) in 2002.[289]

The first investments in road infrastructure have given up in the 1920s, the government of Washington Luis[image: External link], being pursued in the governments of Getúlio Vargas[image: External link] and Eurico Gaspar Dutra[image: External link].[290] President Juscelino Kubitschek[image: External link] (1956–61), who designed and built the capital Brasília[image: External link], was another supporter of highways. Kubitschek was responsible for the installation of major car manufacturers in the country ( Volkswagen[image: External link], Ford[image: External link] and General Motors[image: External link] arrived in Brazil during his rule) and one of the points used to attract them was, of course, support for the construction of highways. With the implementation of Fiat[image: External link] in 1976 ending an automobile market closed loop, from the end of the 1990s the country has received large foreign direct investments installing in its territory other major car manufacturers and utilities, such as Iveco[image: External link], Renault[image: External link], Peugeot[image: External link], Citroen[image: External link], Honda[image: External link], Mitsubishi[image: External link], Mercedes-Benz[image: External link], BMW[image: External link], Hyundai[image: External link], Toyota[image: External link] among others.[291] Brazil is the seventh most important country in the auto industry[image: External link].[292]

Brazil's railway[image: External link] system has been declining since 1945, when emphasis shifted to highway[image: External link] construction. The total length of railway track was 30,875 km (19,185 mi) in 2002, as compared with 31,848 km (19,789 mi) in 1970. Most of the railway system belonged to the Federal Railroad Corporation RFFSA, which was privatized in 2007.[293] The São Paulo Metro[image: External link] was the first underground transit system in Brazil. The other metro systems are in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], Porto Alegre[image: External link], Recife[image: External link], Belo Horizonte[image: External link], Brasília[image: External link], Teresina[image: External link] and Fortaleza[image: External link].

The country has an extensive rail network of 28,538 kilometres (17,733 miles) in length, the tenth largest network in the world.[294] Currently, the Brazilian government, unlike the past, seeks to encourage this mode of transport; an example of this incentive is the project of the Rio–São Paulo high-speed rail[image: External link], that will connect the two main cities of the country to carry passengers.

There are about 2,500 airports[image: External link] in Brazil, including landing fields: the second largest number in the world, after the United States.[295] São Paulo-Guarulhos International Airport[image: External link], near São Paulo, is the largest and busiest airport with nearly 20 million passengers annually, while handling the vast majority of commercial traffic for the country.[296]

For freight transport waterways[image: External link] are of importance, e.g. the industrial zones of Manaus[image: External link] can be reached only by means of the Solimões- Amazonas waterway (3,250 kilometres (2,020 miles) with 6 metres (20 feet) minimum depth). The country also has 50,000 kilometres (31,000 miles) of waterways.[294]

Coastal shipping links widely separated parts of the country. Bolivia and Paraguay have been given free ports[image: External link] at Santos[image: External link]. Of the 36 deep-water ports, Santos, Itajaí, Rio Grande, Paranaguá, Rio de Janeiro, Sepetiba, Vitória, Suape, Manaus and São Francisco do Sul are the most important.[297] Bulk carriers have to wait up to 18 days before being serviced, container ships 36,3 hours on average.[298]
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Main article: Water supply and sanitation in Brazil[image: External link]


Among the achievements in the water supply and sanitation sector is an increase in access to water piped on premises from 79% to 92% between 1990 and 2010; an increase in access to Improved sanitation[image: External link] from 68% to 79% in the same period;[299] a functioning national system to finance water and sanitation infrastructure; a high level of cost recovery compared to most other developing countries; as well as a number of notable technical and financial innovations such as Condominial sewerage[image: External link] and an output-based subsidy for treated wastewater called PRODES[image: External link].

Among the challenges is the still high number of poor Brazilians living in urban slums ( Favela[image: External link]) and in rural areas without access to piped water or sanitation; water scarcity[image: External link] in the Northeast of Brazil; water pollution[image: External link], especially in the South-East of the country; the low share of collected wastewater[image: External link] that is being treated (35% in 2000); and long-standing tensions between the federal, state and municipal governments about their respective roles in the sector.
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Main article: Health in Brazil[image: External link]


The Brazilian public health system, the National Health System (SUS), is managed and provided by all levels of government[image: External link].[300] The public health services are universal and available to all citizens of the country for free. Nevertheless, millions of affluent Brazilians have private health care coverage.[301]

According to the Brazilian Government[image: External link], the most serious health problems are:[302]


	Childhood mortality: about 2.51% of childhood mortality, reaching 3.77% in the northeast region.

	Motherhood mortality: about 73.1 deaths per 100,000 born children in 2002.

	Mortality by non-transmissible illness: 151.7 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants caused by heart and circulatory diseases, along with 72.7 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants caused by cancer.

	Mortality caused by external causes (transportation, violence and suicide): 71.7 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants (14.9% of all deaths in the country), reaching 82.3 deaths in the southeast region.



In 2002, Brazil accounted for 40% of malaria[image: External link] cases in the Americas.[303] Nearly 99% are concentrated in the Legal Amazon Region, which is home to not more than 12% of the population.[303]
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Main article: Education in Brazil[image: External link]


The Federal Constitution[image: External link] and the Law of Guidelines and Bases of National Education determine that the Federal Government[image: External link], States[image: External link], Federal District[image: External link] and municipalities[image: External link] must manage and organize their respective education systems. Each of these public educational systems is responsible for its own maintenance, which manages funds as well as the mechanisms and funding sources. The constitution reserves 25% of the state budget and 18% of federal taxes and municipal taxes for education.[304]

According to the IBGE[image: External link], in 2011, the literacy rate of the population was 90.4%, meaning that 13 million (9.6% of population) people are still illiterate in the country; functional illiteracy has reached 21.6% of the population.[305] Illiteracy is highest in the Northeast, where 19.9% of the population is illiterate.[306]

Higher education starts with undergraduate or sequential courses[image: External link], which may offer different options of specialization in academic or professional careers. Depending on the choice, students can improve their educational background with courses of post-graduate studies or broad sense. To attend a higher education institution is required, by Law of Guidelines and Bases of Education, completing all levels of education suited to the needs of all students of teaching kindergarten[image: External link], elementary[image: External link] and medium, provided the student does not hold any disability, whether physical, mental[image: External link], visual[image: External link] or hearing[image: External link]. Of the top 10 universities in Latin America[image: External link], eight are Brazilian, according QS World University Rankings[image: External link].[307]
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Main article: Telecommunications in Brazil[image: External link]


See also: Media ownership in Brazil[image: External link]


The Brazilian press has its beginnings in 1808 with the arrival of the Portuguese royal family[image: External link] to Brazil, hitherto forbidden any activity of the press – was the publication of newspapers or books. The Brazilian press was officially born in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link] on 13 May 1808, with the creation of the Royal Printing, National Press by the Prince Regent[image: External link] Dom João[image: External link].[309]

The Gazeta do Rio de Janeiro, the first newspaper published in the country, began to circulate on 10 September 1808.[310] The largest newspapers[image: External link] nowadays are Folha de S.Paulo[image: External link] (from the state of São Paulo), Super Notícia (Minas Gerais 296.799), O Globo[image: External link] (RJ 277.876) and O Estado de S. Paulo[image: External link] (SP 235.217).[311]

Radio broadcasting began on 7 September 1922, with a speech by then President Pessoa, and was formalized on 20 April 1923 with the creation of "Radio Society of Rio de Janeiro."[312]

Television in Brazil began officially on 18 September 1950, with the founding of TV Tupi[image: External link] by Assis Chateaubriand[image: External link].[313] Since then television has grown in the country, creating large public networks such as Globo, SBT, Record and Bandeirantes. Today it is the most important factor in popular culture of Brazilian society, indicated by research showing that as much as 67%[314][315] of the general population follow the same daily soap opera[image: External link] broadcast. Digital Television, using the SBTVD[image: External link] standard (based on the Japanese standard ISDB-T[image: External link]), was adopted 29 June 2006 and launched on 2 November 2007.[316] In May 2010, Brazil launched TV Brasil Internacional[image: External link], an international television station[image: External link], initially broadcasting to 49 countries.[317]
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Main articles: Demographics of Brazil[image: External link] and Brazilian people[image: External link]


See also: Immigration to Brazil[image: External link] and List of Brazilian states by population density[image: External link]


The population of Brazil, as recorded by the 2008 PNAD, was approximately 190 million[318] (22.31 inhabitants per square kilometre or 57.8/sq mi), with a ratio of men to women of 0.95:1[319] and 83.75% of the population defined as urban.[320] The population is heavily concentrated in the Southeastern (79.8 million inhabitants) and Northeastern (53.5 million inhabitants) regions, while the two most extensive regions, the Center-West and the North, which together make up 64.12% of the Brazilian territory, have a total of only 29.1 million inhabitants.

The first census in Brazil was carried out in 1872 and recorded a population of 9,930,478.[321] From 1880 to 1930, 4 million Europeans arrived.[322] Brazil's population increased significantly between 1940 and 1970, because of a decline in the mortality rate[image: External link], even though the birth rate[image: External link] underwent a slight decline. In the 1940s the annual population growth rate[image: External link] was 2.4%, rising to 3.0% in the 1950s and remaining at 2.9% in the 1960s, as life expectancy rose from 44 to 54 years[323] and to 72.6 years in 2007.[324] It has been steadily falling since the 1960s, from 3.04% per year between 1950 and 1960 to 1.05% in 2008 and is expected to fall to a negative value of –0.29% by 2050[325] thus completing the demographic transition[image: External link].[326]

In 2008, the illiteracy rate was 11.48%[327] and among the youth[image: External link] (ages 15–19) 1.74%. It was highest (20.30%) in the Northeast, which had a large proportion of rural poor.[328] Illiteracy was high (24.18%) among the rural population and lower (9.05%) among the urban population.[329]
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Main article: Race and ethnicity in Brazil[image: External link]


According to the National Research by Household Sample[image: External link] (PNAD) of 2008, 48.43% of the population (about 92 million) described themselves as White[image: External link]; 43.80% (about 83 million) as Pardo[image: External link] ( brown[image: External link]), 6.84% (about 13 million) as Black[image: External link]; 0.58% (about 1.1 million) as Asian[image: External link]; and 0.28% (about 536 thousand) as Amerindian[image: External link] (officially called indígena, Indigenous), while 0.07% (about 130 thousand) did not declare their race.[330]

In 2007, the National Indian Foundation[image: External link] estimated that Brazil has 67 different uncontacted tribes, up from their estimate of 40 in 2005. Brazil is believed to have the largest number of uncontacted peoples[image: External link] in the world.[331]

Since the arrival of the Portuguese in 1500, considerable miscegenation[image: External link] between Amerindians, Europeans, and Africans has taken place in all regions of the country (with European ancestry being dominant nationwide according to the vast majority of all autosomal studies undertaken covering the entire population, accounting for between 65% to 77%).[332][333][334][335]

Brazilian society is more markedly divided[image: External link] by social class[image: External link] lines, although a high income disparity[image: External link] is found between race groups[image: External link], so racism[image: External link] and classism[image: External link] can be conflated. Socially significant closeness to one racial group is taken in account[image: External link] more in the basis of appearance ( phenotypes[image: External link]) rather than ancestry, to the extent that full siblings[image: External link] can pertain to different "racial" groups.[339] Socioeconomic[image: External link] factors are also significant, because a minority of pardos[image: External link] are likely to start declaring themselves White or Black if socially upward.[340] Skin color and facial features do not line quite well with ancestry (usually, Afro-Brazilians are evenly mixed and European ancestry is dominant in Whites and pardos with a significant non-European contribution, but the individual variation is great).[335][341][342][343]

The brown population (officially called pardo[image: External link] in Portuguese, also colloquially moreno[image: External link])[344][345] is a broad category that includes caboclos[image: External link] (assimilated Amerindians in general, and descendants of Whites and Natives), mulatos[image: External link] (descendants of primarily Whites and Afro-Brazilians) and cafuzos[image: External link] (descendants of Afro-Brazilians and Natives).[344][345][346][347][348] People of considerable Amerindian ancestry form the majority of the population in the Northern, Northeastern and Center-Western regions.[349]

Higher percents of Blacks, mulattoes and tri-racials can be found in the eastern coast of the Northeastern region from Bahia to Paraíba[348][350] and also in northern Maranhão,[351][352] southern Minas Gerais[353] and in eastern Rio de Janeiro.[348][353] From the 19th century, Brazil opened its borders to immigration[image: External link]. About five million people from over 60 countries migrated to Brazil between 1808 and 1972, most of them of Portuguese[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link], German[image: External link], Ukrainian[image: External link], Polish[image: External link], Jewish[image: External link], Russian[image: External link], Chinese[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], and Arab[image: External link] origin.[354][355]
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Main article: Religion in Brazil[image: External link]


Further information: Roman Catholicism in Brazil[image: External link] and Protestantism in Brazil[image: External link]





	Religion in Brazil[image: External link] (2010 Census)



	Religion
	
	
	Percent
	



	Roman Catholicism[image: External link]
	
  


	64.6%



	Protestantism[image: External link]
	
  


	22.2%



	No religion[image: External link]
	
  


	8.0%



	Spiritism[image: External link]
	
  


	2.0%



	Others
	
  


	3.2%






Religion in Brazil formed from the meeting of the Catholic Church with the religious traditions of enslaved African peoples and indigenous peoples.[357] This confluence of faiths during the Portuguese colonization of Brazil led to the development of a diverse array of syncretistic practices within the overarching umbrella of Brazilian Catholic Church, characterized by traditional Portuguese festivities,[358] and in some instances, Allan Kardec[image: External link]'s Spiritism[image: External link] (a religion which incorporates elements of spiritualism[image: External link] and Christianity). Religious pluralism increased during the 20th century,[359] and the Protestant community has grown to include over 22% of the population.[360] The most common Protestant denominations are Pentecostal[image: External link] and Evangelical[image: External link] ones. Other Protestant branches with a notable presence in the country include the Baptists[image: External link], Seventh-day Adventists[image: External link], Lutherans[image: External link] and the Reformed tradition[image: External link].[361]

Roman Catholicism[image: External link] is the country's predominant faith. Brazil has the world's largest Catholic population.[362] According to the 2000 Demographic Census (the PNAD survey does not inquire about religion), 73.57% of the population followed Roman Catholicism[image: External link]; 15.41% Protestantism[image: External link]; 1.33% Kardecist spiritism; 1.22% other Christian denominations; 0.31% Afro-Brazilian religions; 0.13% Buddhism[image: External link]; 0.05% Judaism[image: External link]; 0.02% Islam[image: External link]; 0.01% Amerindian religions; 0.59% other religions, undeclared or undetermined; while 7.35% have no religion.[363]

However, in the last ten years Protestantism, particularly Pentecostalism and Evangelicalism, has spread in Brazil, while the proportion of Catholics has dropped significantly.[364] After Protestantism, individuals professing no religion are also a significant group, exceeding 7% of the population as of the 2000 census. The cities of Boa Vista[image: External link], Salvador[image: External link], and Porto Velho[image: External link] have the greatest proportion of Irreligious[image: External link] residents in Brazil. Teresina[image: External link], Fortaleza[image: External link], and Florianópolis[image: External link] were the most Roman Catholic in the country.[365] Greater Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], not including the city proper[image: External link], is the most irreligious and least Roman Catholic Brazilian periphery, while Greater Porto Alegre[image: External link] and Greater Fortaleza[image: External link] are on the opposite sides of the lists, respectively.[365]
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 Urbanization




Main articles: List of largest cities in Brazil[image: External link] and Municipalities of Brazil[image: External link]


According to IBGE (Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics) urban areas already concentrate 84.35% of the population, while the Southeast region remains the most populated one, with over 80 million inhabitants.[366] The largest urban agglomerations in Brazil are São Paulo[image: External link], Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], and Belo Horizonte[image: External link] – all in the Southeastern Region – with 21.1, 12.3, and 5.1 million inhabitants respectively.[367][368][369] The majority of state capitals are the largest cities in their states, except for Vitória[image: External link], the capital of Espírito Santo[image: External link], and Florianópolis[image: External link], the capital of Santa Catarina.[370]
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Main articles: Languages of Brazil[image: External link], Portuguese language[image: External link], Brazilian Portuguese[image: External link], and List of endangered languages in Brazil[image: External link]


The official language of Brazil is Portuguese[373] (Article 13 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Brazil), which almost all of the population speaks and is virtually the only language used in newspapers, radio, television, and for business and administrative purposes. The most famous exception to this is a strong sign language law[image: External link] that was passed by the National Congress of Brazil[image: External link]. Legally recognized in 2002,[374] the law was regulated[image: External link] in 2005.[375] The law mandates the use of the Brazilian Sign Language[image: External link], more commonly known by its Portuguese acronym[image: External link] LIBRAS, in education and government services. The language must be taught as a part of the education[image: External link] and speech and language pathology[image: External link] curricula. LIBRAS teachers, instructors and translators are recognized professionals. Schools and health services must provide access (" inclusion[image: External link]") to deaf people[image: External link].[376]

Brazilian Portuguese[image: External link] has had its own development, mostly similar to 16th-century Central and Southern dialects of European Portuguese[377] (despite a very substantial number of Portuguese colonial settlers, and more recent immigrants[image: External link], coming from Northern regions[image: External link], and in minor degree Portuguese Macaronesia[image: External link]), with a few influences from the Amerindian[image: External link] and African languages[image: External link], especially West African[image: External link] and Bantu[image: External link] restricted to the vocabulary only.[378] As a result,[citation needed[image: External link]] the language is somewhat different, mostly in phonology, from the language of Portugal and other Portuguese-speaking countries[image: External link] (the dialects of the other countries, partly because of the more recent end of Portuguese colonialism[image: External link] in these regions, have a closer connection to contemporary European Portuguese[image: External link]). These differences are comparable to those between American[image: External link] and British English[image: External link].[378]

Brazil is the only Portuguese-speaking nation in the Americas, making the language an important part of Brazilian national identity and giving it a national culture distinct from those of its Spanish-speaking neighbors.[379]

In 1990, the Community of Portuguese Language Countries[image: External link] (CPLP), which included representatives from all countries with Portuguese as the official language, reached an agreement on the reform of the Portuguese orthography[image: External link] to unify the two standards then in use by Brazil on one side and the remaining lusophone countries on the other. This spelling reform went into effect in Brazil on 1 January 2009. In Portugal, the reform was signed into law by the President on 21 July 2008 allowing for a 6-year adaptation period, during which both orthographies will co-exist. The remaining CPLP countries are free to establish their own transition timetables.[380]

Minority languages are spoken throughout the nation. One hundred and eighty Amerindian languages[image: External link] are spoken in remote areas and a significant number of other languages are spoken by immigrants and their descendants.[378] In the municipality of São Gabriel da Cachoeira[image: External link], Nheengatu[image: External link] (a currently endangered South American creole language[image: External link] – or an 'anti-creole', according to some linguists – with mostly Indigenous Brazilian languages lexicon and Portuguese-based grammar that, together with its southern relative língua geral paulista[image: External link], once was a major lingua franca[image: External link] in Brazil[citation needed[image: External link]], being replaced by Portuguese only after governmental prohibition led by major political changes[image: External link])[excessive detail?[image: External link]], Baniwa[image: External link] and Tucano languages had been granted co-official status with Portuguese.[381]

There are significant communities of German (mostly the Brazilian Hunsrückisch[image: External link], a High German language dialect) and Italian (mostly the Talian[image: External link], a Venetian[image: External link] dialect) origins in the Southern and Southeastern regions, whose ancestors' native languages were carried along to Brazil, and which, still alive there, are influenced by the Portuguese language.[382][383] Talian is officially a historic patrimony of Rio Grande do Sul[image: External link],[384] and two German dialects possess co-official status in a few municipalities.[385]

Learning at least one second language (generally English or Spanish) is mandatory for all the 12 grades of the mandatory education system[image: External link] ( primary[image: External link] and secondary education[image: External link], there called ensino fundamental and ensino médio respectively). Brazil is the first country in South America to offer Esperanto[image: External link] to secondary students.[386]
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Main article: Culture of Brazil[image: External link]


The core culture of Brazil is derived from Portuguese culture[image: External link], because of its strong colonial ties with the Portuguese empire[image: External link].[387] Among other influences, the Portuguese introduced the Portuguese language[image: External link], Roman Catholicism[image: External link] and colonial architectural styles[image: External link]. The culture was, however, also strongly influenced by African[image: External link], indigenous[image: External link] and non-Portuguese European cultures and traditions.[388]

Some aspects of Brazilian culture were influenced by the contributions of Italian[image: External link], German[image: External link] and other European as well Japanese[image: External link], Jewish[image: External link] and Arab[image: External link] immigrants who arrived in large numbers in the South and Southeast of Brazil.[389] The indigenous Amerindians influenced Brazil's language and cuisine[image: External link]; and the Africans influenced language, cuisine, music[image: External link], dance and religion.[390]

Brazilian art[image: External link] has developed since the 16th century into different styles that range from Baroque[image: External link] (the dominant style in Brazil until the early 19th century)[391][392] to Romanticism[image: External link], Modernism[image: External link], Expressionism[image: External link], Cubism[image: External link], Surrealism[image: External link] and Abstractionism[image: External link]. Brazilian cinema[image: External link] dates back to the birth of the medium in the late 19th century and has gained a new level of international acclaim since the 1960s.[393]
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Main article: Architecture of Brazil[image: External link]


The architecture of Brazil is influenced by Europe, especially Portugal. It has a history that goes back 500 years to the time when Pedro Cabral[image: External link] discovered Brazil in 1500. Portuguese colonial architecture[image: External link] was the first wave of architecture to go to Brazil.[394] It is the basis for all Brazilian architecture of later centuries.[395] In the 19th century during the time of the Empire of Brazil[image: External link], Brazil followed European trends and adopted Neoclassical[image: External link] and Gothic Revival architecture[image: External link]. Then in the 20th century especially in Brasilia, Brazil experimented with Modernist architecture[image: External link].

The colonial architecture of Brazil dates to the early 16th century when Brazil was first explored, conquered and settled by the Portuguese. The Portuguese built architecture familiar to them in Europe in their aim to colonise Brazil. They built Portuguese colonial architecture which included Churches, civic architecture including houses and forts in Brazilian cities and the countryside. During 19th Century Brazilian architecture saw the introduction of more European styles to Brazil such as Neoclassical and Gothic Revival architecture. This was usually mixed with Brazilian influences from their own heritage which produced a unique form of Brazilian architecture. In the 1950s the modernist architecture[image: External link] was introduced when Brasilia[image: External link] was built as new federal capital in the interior of Brazil to help develop the interior. The architect Oscar Niemeyer[image: External link] idealized and built Government buildings, Churches and civic buildings was constructed in the modernist style.[396][397]
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Main article: Music of Brazil[image: External link]


The music of Brazil was formed mainly from the fusion of European and African elements.[398] Until the nineteenth century, Portugal was the gateway to most of the influences that built Brazilian music, although many of these elements were not of Portuguese origin, but generally European. The first was José Maurício Nunes Garcia, author of sacred pieces with influence of Viennese classicism.[399] The major contribution of the African element was the rhythmic diversity and some dances and instruments that had a bigger role in the development of popular music and folk, flourishing especially in the twentieth century.[398]

Popular music since the late eighteenth century began to show signs of forming a characteristically Brazilian sound, with samba[image: External link] considered the most typical and on the UNESCO cultural heritage list.[400] Maracatu[image: External link] and Afoxê[image: External link] are two Afro-Brazilian[image: External link] music traditions that have been popularized by their appearance in the annual Brazilian Carnivals[image: External link].[401] The sport of capoeira[image: External link] is usually played with its own music referred to as capoeira music[image: External link], which is usually considered to be a call-and-response type of folk music.[402]

Choro[image: External link] is a very popular music instrumental style. Its origins are in 19th-century Rio de Janeiro. In spite of the name, the style often has a fast and happy rhythm, characterized by virtuosity, improvisation, subtle modulations[image: External link] and full of syncopation[image: External link] and counterpoint[image: External link].[403] Bossa nova[image: External link] is also a well-known style of Brazilian music developed and popularized in the 1950s and 1960s.[404] The phrase "bossa nova" means literally "new trend".[405] A lyrical fusion of samba and jazz[image: External link], bossa nova acquired a large following starting in the 1960s.[406]
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Main article: Brazilian literature[image: External link]


Brazilian literature[image: External link] dates back to the 16th century, to the writings of the first Portuguese explorers in Brazil, such as Pêro Vaz de Caminha[image: External link], filled with descriptions of fauna[image: External link], flora[image: External link] and commentary about the indigenous population that fascinated European readers.[407]

Brazil produced significant works in Romanticism[image: External link] – novelists like Joaquim Manuel de Macedo[image: External link] and José de Alencar[image: External link] wrote novels about love and pain. Alencar, in his long career, also treated indigenous people as heroes in the Indigenist[image: External link] novels O Guarani[image: External link], Iracema[image: External link] and Ubirajara[image: External link].[408] Machado de Assis[image: External link], one of his contemporaries, wrote in virtually all genres and continues to gain international prestige from critics worldwide.[409][410][411]

The Brazilian Modernism[image: External link], evidenced by the Week of Modern Art[image: External link] in 1922, was concerned with a nationalist avant-garde literature,[412] while Post-Modernism[image: External link] brought a generation of distinct poets like João Cabral de Melo Neto[image: External link], Carlos Drummond de Andrade[image: External link], Vinicius de Moraes[image: External link], Cora Coralina[image: External link], Graciliano Ramos[image: External link], Cecília Meireles[image: External link], and internationally known writers dealing with universal and regional subjects like Jorge Amado[image: External link], João Guimarães Rosa[image: External link], Clarice Lispector[image: External link] and Manuel Bandeira[image: External link].[413][414][415]
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Main article: Brazilian cuisine[image: External link]


See also: List of Brazilian dishes[image: External link]


Brazilian cuisine varies greatly by region, reflecting the country's varying mix of indigenous and immigrant populations. This has created a national cuisine marked by the preservation of regional differences.[416] Examples are Feijoada[image: External link], considered the country's national dish;[417] and regional foods such as vatapá[image: External link], moqueca[image: External link], polenta[image: External link] and acarajé[image: External link].[418]

The national beverage is coffee[image: External link] and cachaça[image: External link] is Brazil's native liquor[image: External link]. Cachaça is distilled from sugar cane[image: External link] and is the main ingredient in the national cocktail, Caipirinha[image: External link].[419]

A typical meal consists mostly of rice and beans[image: External link] with beef[image: External link], salad[image: External link], french fries[image: External link] and a fried egg[image: External link].[420] Often, it's mixed with cassava flour ( farofa[image: External link]). Fried potatoes, fried cassava, fried banana, fried meat and fried cheese are very often eaten in lunch and served in most typical restaurants.[421] Popular snacks are pastel[image: External link] (a fired pastry); coxinha[image: External link] (a variation of chicken croquete); pão de queijo[image: External link] (cheese bread and cassava flour / tapioca[image: External link]); pamonha[image: External link] (corn and milk paste); esfirra[image: External link] (A variation of Lebanese pastry); kibbeh[image: External link] (from Arabic cuisine); empanada[image: External link] (pastry) and empada[image: External link], little salt pies filled with shrimps or heart of palm.

Brazil has a variety of candies such as brigadeiros[image: External link] (chocolate fudge balls), cocada[image: External link] (a coconut sweet), beijinhos[image: External link] (coconut truffles and clove) and romeu e julieta (cheese with a guava jam known as goiabada[image: External link]). Peanuts are used to make paçoca[image: External link], rapadura[image: External link] and pé-de-moleque[image: External link]. Local common fruits like açaí[image: External link], cupuaçu[image: External link], mango[image: External link], papaya[image: External link], cocoa[image: External link], cashew[image: External link], guava[image: External link], orange[image: External link], lime[image: External link], passionfruit[image: External link], pineapple[image: External link], and hog plum[image: External link] are turned in juices[image: External link] and used to make chocolates[image: External link], popsicles[image: External link] and ice cream[image: External link].[422]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cinema




Main article: Cinema of Brazil[image: External link]


The Brazilian film industry began in the late 19th century, during the early days of the Belle Époque[image: External link]. While there were national film productions during the early 20th century, American films such as Rio the Magnificent were made in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link] to promote tourism in the city.[423] The films Limite[image: External link] (1931) and Ganga Bruta[image: External link] (1933), the latter being produced by Adhemar Gonzaga[image: External link] through the prolific studio Cinédia, were poorly received at release and failed at the box office, but are acclaimed nowadays and placed among the finest Brazilian films of all time.[424] The 1941 unfinished film It's All True[image: External link] was divided in four segments, two of which were filmed in Brazil and directed by Orson Welles[image: External link]; it was originally produced as part of the United States' Good Neighbor Policy[image: External link] during Getúlio Vargas' Estado Novo government.

During the 1960s the Cinema Novo[image: External link] movement rose to prominence with directors such as Glauber Rocha[image: External link], Nelson Pereira dos Santos[image: External link], Paulo Cesar Saraceni[image: External link] and Arnaldo Jabor[image: External link]. Rocha's films Deus e o Diabo na Terra do Sol[image: External link] (1964) and Terra em Transe[image: External link] (1967) are considered to be some of the greatest and most influential in Brazilian film history.[425]

During the 1990s Brazil saw a surge of critical and commercial success with films such as O Quatrilho[image: External link] (Fábio Barreto[image: External link], 1995), O Que É Isso, Companheiro?[image: External link] (Bruno Barreto[image: External link], 1997) and Central do Brasil[image: External link] (Walter Salles[image: External link], 1998), all of which were nominated for the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link], the latter receiving a Best Actress[image: External link] nomination for Fernanda Montenegro[image: External link]. The 2002 crime film City of God[image: External link], directed by Fernando Meirelles[image: External link], was critically acclaimed, scoring 90% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link],[426] being placed in Roger Ebert[image: External link]'s Best Films of the Decade list[427] and receiving four Academy Award[image: External link] nominations in 2004, including Best Director[image: External link]. Notable film festivals in Brazil include the São Paulo[image: External link] and Rio de Janeiro International Film Festivals[image: External link] and the Gramado Festival[image: External link].
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The theatre in Brazil has its origins in the period of Jesuit expansion when theater was used for the dissemination of Catholic doctrine in the 16th century[image: External link]. in the 17th and 18th centuries the first dramatists who appeared on the scene of European derivation was for court or private performances.[428] During the 19th century, dramatic theater gained importance and thickness, whose first representative was Luis Carlos Martins Pena[image: External link] (1813–1848), capable of describing contemporary reality. Always in this period the comedy of costume and comic production was imposed. Significant, also in the nineteenth century, was also the playwright Antônio Gonçalves Dias[image: External link].[429] There were also numerous operas and orchestras. The Brazilian conductor Antônio Carlos Gomes[image: External link] became internationally known with operas like Il Guarany[image: External link]. At the end of century 19th century orchestrated dramaturgias became very popular and were accompanied of songs of famous artists like the conductress Chiquinha Gonzaga[image: External link].[430]

Already in the early 20th century there was the presence of theaters, enterpreneurs and actor companies, but paradoxically the quality of the products staggered, and only in 1940 the Brazilian theater received a boost of renewal thanks to the action of Paschoal Carlos Magno and his student's theater, the comedians group and the Italian actors Adolfo Celi[image: External link], Ruggero Jacobbi and Aldo Calvo, founders of the Teatro Brasileiro de Comedia. From the 1960s it was attended by a theater dedicated to social and religious issues and to the flourishing of schools of dramatic art. The most prominent authors at this stage were Jorge Andrade[image: External link] and Ariano Suassuna[image: External link].[429]
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Main article: Painting in Brazil[image: External link]


Brazilian painting emerged in the late 16th century,[431] influenced by Baroque[image: External link], Rococo[image: External link], Neoclassicism[image: External link], Romanticism[image: External link], Realism[image: External link], Modernism[image: External link], Expressionism[image: External link], Surrealism[image: External link], Cubism[image: External link] and Abstracionism[image: External link] making it a major art style[image: External link] called Brazilian academic art[image: External link].[432][433] The Missão Artística Francesa[image: External link] (French Artistic Mission) arrived in Brazil in 1816 proposing the creation of an art academy modeled after the respected Académie des Beaux-Arts, with graduation courses both for artists and craftsmen for activities such as modeling, decorating, carpentry and others and bringing artists like Jean-Baptiste Debret[image: External link].[433] Upon the creation of the Imperial Academy of Fine Arts[image: External link], new artistic movements spread across te country during the 19th century and later the event called Week of Modern Art[image: External link] broke definitely with academic tradition in 1922 and started a nationalist trend which was influenced by modernist arts. Among the best-known Brazilian painters are Ricardo do Pilar[image: External link] and Manuel da Costa Ataíde[image: External link] (baroque and rococo), Victor Meirelles[image: External link], Pedro Américo[image: External link] and Almeida Junior[image: External link] (romanticism and realism), Anita Malfatti[image: External link], Ismael Nery[image: External link], Lasar Segall[image: External link], Emiliano di Cavalcanti[image: External link], Vicente do Rego Monteiro[image: External link], and Tarsila do Amaral[image: External link] (expressionism, surrealism and cubism), Aldo Bonadei[image: External link], José Pancetti[image: External link] and Cândido Portinari[image: External link] (modernism).[434]
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Main article: Sport in Brazil[image: External link]


The most popular sport in Brazil is football[image: External link].[435] The Brazilian men's national team[image: External link] is ranked among the best in the world according to the FIFA World Rankings[image: External link], and has won the World Cup[image: External link] tournament a record five times.[436][437]

Volleyball[image: External link], basketball[image: External link], auto racing[image: External link], and martial arts[image: External link] also attract large audiences. The Brazil men's national volleyball team[image: External link], for example, currently holds the titles of the World League[image: External link], World Grand Champions Cup[image: External link], World Championship[image: External link] and the World Cup[image: External link].

Some sport variations have their origins in Brazil: beach football[image: External link],[438] futsal[image: External link] (indoor football)[439] and footvolley[image: External link] emerged in Brazil as variations of football. In martial arts, Brazilians developed Capoeira[image: External link],[440] Vale tudo[image: External link],[441] and Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link].[442]

In auto racing, three Brazilian drivers have won the Formula One[image: External link] world championship eight times.[443][444][445]

Brazil has hosted several high-profile international sporting events, like the 1950 FIFA World Cup[image: External link][446] and recently has hosted the 2014 FIFA World Cup[image: External link].[447] The São Paulo[image: External link] circuit, Autódromo José Carlos Pace[image: External link], hosts the annual Grand Prix of Brazil[image: External link].[448]

São Paulo organized the IV Pan American Games[image: External link] in 1963, and Rio de Janeiro hosted the XV Pan American Games[image: External link] in 2007.[449] On 2 October 2009, Rio de Janeiro was selected to host the 2016 Olympic Games[image: External link] and 2016 Paralympic Games[image: External link], making it the first South American city to host the games[450] and second in Latin America, after Mexico City[image: External link]. Furthermore, the country hosted the FIBA Basketball World Cups[image: External link] in 1954[image: External link] and 1963[image: External link]. At the 1963 event, the Brazil national basketball team[image: External link] won one of its two world championship titles.[451]
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	Date
	Local name
	Name
	Observation



	1 January
	Confraternização Mundial
	New Year's Day[image: External link]
	Beginning of the calendar year



	21 April
	Tiradentes
	Tiradentes[image: External link]
	In honor of the martyr of the Minas Conspiracy[image: External link]



	1 May
	Dia do Trabalhador
	Labor Day[image: External link]
	Tribute to all workers[image: External link]



	7 September
	Independência
	Independence of Brazil[image: External link]
	Proclamation of Independence against Portugal



	12 October
	Nossa Senhora Aparecida
	Our Lady of Aparecida[image: External link]
	Patroness[image: External link] of Brazil



	2 November
	Finados
	All Souls' Day[image: External link]
	Day of remembrance for the dead



	15 November
	Proclamação da República
	Proclamation of the Republic
	Transformation of Empire[image: External link] into Republic[image: External link]



	25 December
	Natal
	Christmas
	Traditional Christmas celebration
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 See also





	Index of Brazil-related articles[image: External link]

	Outline of Brazil[image: External link]

	Brazilian passport[image: External link]

	Visa policy of Brazil[image: External link]

	Visa requirements for Brazilian citizens[image: External link]

	List of diplomatic missions of Brazil[image: External link]
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For other uses, see Canada (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 60°N 95°W[image: External link]

Canada ( i[image: External link]/'kaenede /[image: External link]; French:  [kanadɑ][image: External link]) is a country in the northern part of North America. Its ten provinces and three territories[image: External link] extend from the Atlantic to the Pacific and northward into the Arctic Ocean, covering 9.98 million square kilometres (3.85 million square miles), making it the world's second-largest country by total area[image: External link] and the fourth-largest country by land area[image: External link]. Canada's border with the United States[image: External link] is the world's longest binational land border. The majority of the country has a cold or severely cold winter climate, but southerly areas are warm in summer. Canada is sparsely populated, the majority of its land territory being dominated by forest[image: External link] and tundra[image: External link] and the Rocky Mountains[image: External link]. It is highly urbanized[image: External link] with 82 per cent of the 35.15 million people concentrated in large and medium-sized cities, many near the southern border. One third of the population lives in the three largest metropolitan areas: Toronto[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link] and Vancouver[image: External link]. Its capital is Ottawa[image: External link], and other major urban areas[image: External link] include Calgary[image: External link], Edmonton[image: External link], Quebec City[image: External link], Winnipeg[image: External link] and Hamilton[image: External link].

Various indigenous peoples[image: External link] had inhabited what is now Canada for thousands of years prior to European colonization. Beginning in the 16th century, British[image: External link] and French[image: External link] claims were made on the area, with the colony of Canada[image: External link] first being established by the French in 1535 during Jacques Cartier[image: External link]'s second voyage to New France[image: External link]. As a consequence of various conflicts[image: External link], Great Britain[image: External link] gained and lost territories within British North America[image: External link] until it was left, in the late 18th century, with what mostly geographically comprises Canada today. Pursuant to the British North America Act[image: External link], on July 1, 1867, the colonies of Canada[image: External link], New Brunswick[image: External link], and Nova Scotia[image: External link] joined to form[image: External link] the semi-autonomous federal Dominion[image: External link] of Canada. This began an accretion[image: External link] of provinces and territories to the mostly self-governing Dominion[image: External link] to the present ten provinces and three territories forming modern Canada.

In 1931, Canada achieved near-total independence from the United Kingdom with the Statute of Westminster 1931[image: External link], but at the time, Canada decided to allow the British Parliament to temporarily retain the power to amend Canada's constitution, on request from the Parliament of Canada[image: External link]. With the Constitution Act 1982[image: External link], Canada took over that authority (as the conclusion of Patriation[image: External link]), removing the last remaining ties of legal dependence on the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link], giving the country full sovereignty.

Canada is a federal[image: External link] parliamentary democracy[image: External link] and a constitutional monarchy[image: External link], with Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] being the head of state. The country is officially bilingual[image: External link] at the federal level. It is one of the world's most ethnically diverse and multicultural[image: External link] nations, the product of large-scale immigration from many other countries[image: External link]. Its advanced economy is the eleventh largest in the world, relying chiefly upon its abundant natural resources and well-developed international trade networks. Canada's long and complex relationship[image: External link] with the United States has had a significant impact on its economy and culture.

Canada is a developed country[image: External link] and has the tenth highest nominal per capita income globally as well as the ninth highest[image: External link] ranking in the Human Development Index[image: External link]. It ranks among the highest[image: External link] in international measurements of government transparency, civil liberties, quality of life, economic freedom, and education. Canada is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link] member of the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link], a member of the Francophonie[image: External link], and part of several major international and intergovernmental institutions or groupings including the United Nations[image: External link], the North Atlantic Treaty Organization[image: External link], the G7[image: External link] (formerly G8[image: External link]), the Group of Ten[image: External link], the G20[image: External link], the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] forum.
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 Etymology




Main article: Name of Canada[image: External link]


While a variety of theories have been postulated for the etymological origins of Canada, the name is now accepted as coming from the St. Lawrence Iroquoian[image: External link] word kanata, meaning "village" or "settlement".[11] In 1535, indigenous inhabitants of the present-day Quebec City[image: External link] region used the word to direct French explorer Jacques Cartier[image: External link] to the village of Stadacona[image: External link].[12] Cartier later used the word Canada to refer not only to that particular village, but the entire area subject to Donnacona[image: External link] (the chief at Stadacona);[12] by 1545, European books and maps had begun referring to this small region along the St Lawrence River as Canada.[12]

From the 16th to the early 18th century " Canada[image: External link]" referred to the part of New France[image: External link] that lay along the St. Lawrence River[image: External link].[13] In 1791, the area became two British colonies called Upper Canada[image: External link] and Lower Canada[image: External link] collectively named The Canadas[image: External link]; until their union as the British Province of Canada[image: External link] in 1841.[14] Upon Confederation[image: External link] in 1867, Canada was adopted as the legal name for the new country at the London Conference, and the word Dominion[image: External link] was conferred as the country's title.[15] The transition away from the use of Dominion was formally reflected in 1982 with the passage of the Canada Act[image: External link], which refers only to Canada. Later that year, the name of national holiday was changed from Dominion Day to Canada Day[image: External link].[16] The term Dominion is also used to distinguish the federal government from the provinces, though after the Second World War[image: External link] the term federal had replaced dominion.[17]
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 History




Main article: History of Canada[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Canadian history[image: External link] and List of years in Canada[image: External link]


Further information: Historiography of Canada[image: External link]
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 Indigenous peoples




Indigenous peoples in present-day Canada[image: External link] include the First Nations[image: External link], Inuit[image: External link], and Métis[image: External link],[18] the latter being a mixed-blood[image: External link] people who originated in the mid-17th century when First Nations and Inuit people married European settlers.[18] The term "Aboriginal" as a collective noun[image: External link] is a specific term of art[image: External link] used in some legal documents, including the Constitution Act 1982[image: External link].[19]

The first inhabitants of North America[image: External link] migrated from Siberia[image: External link] by way of the Bering land bridge[image: External link][20] and arrived at least 15,000 years ago, though increasing evidence suggests an even earlier arrival.[21] The Paleo-Indian[image: External link] archeological sites at Old Crow Flats[image: External link] and Bluefish Caves[image: External link] are two of the oldest sites of human habitation in Canada.[22] The characteristics of Canadian indigenous societies included permanent settlements, agriculture, complex societal hierarchies, and trading networks.[23][24] Some of these cultures had collapsed by the time European explorers arrived in the late 15th and early 16th centuries and have only been discovered through archeological investigations.[25]

The indigenous population[image: External link] at the time of the first European settlements is estimated to have been between 200,000[26] and two million,[27] with a figure of 500,000 accepted by Canada's Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples[image: External link].[28] As a consequence of contact with European diseases, Canada's indigenous peoples suffered from repeated outbreaks of newly introduced infectious diseases, such as influenza[image: External link], measles[image: External link], and smallpox[image: External link] (to which they had no natural immunity), resulting in a forty to eighty percent population decrease in the centuries after the European arrival.[26][29]

Although not without conflict, European Canadians[image: External link]' early interactions with First Nations and Inuit populations were relatively peaceful.[30] The Crown and indigenous peoples[image: External link] began interactions[image: External link] during the European colonization period, though, the Inuit, in general, had more limited interaction with European settlers.[31] First Nations and Métis peoples played a critical part in the development of European colonies in Canada[image: External link], particularly for their role in assisting European coureur des bois[image: External link] and voyageurs[image: External link] in the exploration of the continent during the North American fur trade[image: External link].[32] From the late 18th century, European Canadians encourage indigenous peoples to assimilate into their own culture.[33] These attempts reached a climax in the late 19th and early 20th centuries with forced integration[image: External link] and relocations[image: External link].[34] A period of redress is underway, which started with the appointment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada[image: External link] by the Canadian government.[35]
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 European colonization




The first known attempt at European colonization[image: External link] began when Norsemen[image: External link] settled briefly at L'Anse aux Meadows[image: External link] in Newfoundland around 1000 AD.[36] No further European exploration occurred until 1497, when Italian seafarer John Cabot[image: External link] explored and claimed Canada's Atlantic coast in the name of King Henry VII of England[image: External link].[37][38] Then Basque[image: External link] and Portuguese[image: External link] mariners established seasonal whaling and fishing outposts along the Atlantic coast in the early 16th century.[39] In 1534, French explorer Jacques Cartier[image: External link] explored the Gulf of Saint Lawrence[image: External link], where, on July 24, he planted a 10-metre (33 ft) cross bearing the words "Long Live the King of France" and took possession of the territory New France[image: External link] in the name of King Francis I[image: External link].[40] In general the settlements appear to have been short-lived, possibly due to the similarity of outputs producible in Scandinavia and northern Canada and the problems of navigating trade routes at that time.[41]

In 1583, Sir Humphrey Gilbert[image: External link], by the royal prerogative[image: External link] of Queen Elizabeth I[image: External link], founded St. John's, Newfoundland[image: External link], as the first North American English colony[image: External link].[42] French explorer Samuel de Champlain[image: External link] arrived in 1603 and established the first permanent European settlements at Port Royal[image: External link] (in 1605) and Quebec City[image: External link] (in 1608).[43] Among the colonists[image: External link] of New France[image: External link], Canadiens[image: External link] extensively settled the Saint Lawrence River valley and Acadians[image: External link] settled the present-day Maritimes[image: External link], while fur traders[image: External link] and Catholic missionaries[image: External link] explored the Great Lakes[image: External link], Hudson Bay[image: External link], and the Mississippi watershed[image: External link] to Louisiana[image: External link].[44] The Beaver Wars[image: External link] broke out in the mid-17th century over control of the North American fur trade[image: External link].[45]

The English established additional colonies in Cupids[image: External link] and Ferryland[image: External link], Newfoundland[image: External link], beginning in 1610.[46] The Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] to the south were founded soon after.[39] A series of four wars[image: External link] erupted in colonial North America between 1689 and 1763; the later wars of the period constituted the North American theatre of the Seven Years' War[image: External link].[47] Mainland Nova Scotia[image: External link] came under British rule with the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht[image: External link] and the 1763 Treaty of Paris[image: External link] ceded Canada and most of New France to Britain after the Seven Years' War.[48]

The Royal Proclamation of 1763[image: External link] created the Province of Quebec[image: External link] out of New France, and annexed Cape Breton Island[image: External link] to Nova Scotia.[16] St. John's Island (now Prince Edward Island[image: External link]) became a separate colony in 1769.[49] To avert conflict in Quebec, the British parliament passed the Quebec Act[image: External link] of 1774, expanding Quebec's territory to the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley[image: External link].[50] It re-established the French language[image: External link], Catholic faith[image: External link], and French civil law[image: External link] there. This angered many residents of the Thirteen Colonies, fuelling anti-British sentiment in the years prior to the 1775 outbreak of the American Revolution[image: External link].[16]

The 1783 Treaty of Paris[image: External link] recognized American independence and ceded the newly added territories south (but not north) of the Great Lakes to the new United States.[51] New Brunswick[image: External link] was split from Nova Scotia as part of a reorganization of Loyalist settlements in the Maritimes.[52] To accommodate English-speaking Loyalists in Quebec, the Constitutional Act of 1791[image: External link] divided the province into French-speaking Lower Canada[image: External link] (later Quebec[image: External link]) and English-speaking Upper Canada[image: External link] (later Ontario[image: External link]), granting each its own elected legislative assembly.[53]

The Canadas[image: External link] were the main front in the War of 1812[image: External link] between the United States[image: External link] and Britain. Peace came in 1815; no boundaries were changed. Immigration now resumed at a higher level, with over 960,000 arrivals from Britain 1815–50.[54] New arrivals included Irish refugees escaping the Great Irish Famine[image: External link] as well as Gaelic[image: External link]-speaking Scots displaced by the Highland Clearances[image: External link].[55] Infectious diseases killed between 25 and 33 per cent of Europeans who immigrated to Canada before 1891.[26]

The desire for responsible government[image: External link] resulted in the abortive Rebellions of 1837[image: External link].[56] The Durham Report[image: External link] subsequently recommended responsible government and the assimilation of French Canadians into English culture.[16] The Act of Union 1840[image: External link] merged the Canadas into a united Province of Canada[image: External link] and responsible government was established for all provinces of British North America[image: External link] by 1849.[57] The signing of the Oregon Treaty[image: External link] by Britain and the United States in 1846[image: External link] ended the Oregon boundary dispute[image: External link], extending the border westward along the 49th parallel[image: External link]. This paved the way for British colonies on Vancouver Island (1849)[image: External link] and in British Columbia (1858)[image: External link].[58]
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 Confederation and expansion




Following several constitutional conferences, the 1867 Constitution Act[image: External link] officially proclaimed Canadian Confederation[image: External link] on July 1, 1867, initially with four provinces: Ontario[image: External link], Quebec, Nova Scotia[image: External link], and New Brunswick[image: External link].[59][60] Canada assumed control of Rupert's Land[image: External link] and the North-Western Territory[image: External link] to form the Northwest Territories[image: External link], where the Métis' grievances ignited the Red River Rebellion[image: External link] and the creation of the province of Manitoba[image: External link] in July 1870.[61] British Columbia and Vancouver Island (which had been united[image: External link] in 1866) joined the confederation in 1871, while Prince Edward Island joined in 1873.[62]

The Canadian parliament passed a bill introduced by the Conservative[image: External link] Cabinet[image: External link] that established a National Policy[image: External link] of tariffs[image: External link] to protect the nascent Canadian manufacturing industries.[60] To open the West, parliament also approved sponsoring the construction of three transcontinental railways (including the Canadian Pacific Railway[image: External link]), opening the prairies to settlement with the Dominion Lands Act[image: External link], and establishing the North-West Mounted Police[image: External link] to assert its authority over this territory.[63][64] In 1898, during the Klondike Gold Rush[image: External link] in the Northwest Territories, parliament created the Yukon Territory. The Cabinet of Liberal[image: External link] Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier[image: External link] fostered continental European immigrants settling the prairies and Alberta[image: External link] and Saskatchewan[image: External link] became provinces in 1905.[62]
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 Early 20th century




Because Britain still maintained control of Canada's foreign affairs under the Confederation Act, its declaration of war in 1914 automatically brought Canada into World War I[image: External link].[65] Volunteers sent to the Western Front[image: External link] later became part of the Canadian Corps[image: External link], which played a substantial role in the Battle of Vimy Ridge[image: External link] and other major engagements of the war.[66] Out of approximately 625,000 Canadians who served in World War I[image: External link], some 60,000 were killed and another 172,000 were wounded.[67] The Conscription Crisis of 1917[image: External link] erupted when the Unionist[image: External link] Cabinet's proposal to augment the military's dwindling number of active members with conscription[image: External link] was met with vehement objections from French-speaking Quebecers.[68] The Military Service Act brought in compulsory military service, though it, coupled with disputes over French language schools outside Quebec, deeply alienated Francophone Canadians and temporarily split the Liberal Party.[68] In 1919, Canada joined the League of Nations[image: External link] independently of Britain,[66] and the 1931 Statute of Westminster[image: External link] affirmed Canada's independence.[4]

The Great Depression in Canada[image: External link] during the early 1930s saw an economic downturn, leading to hardship across the country.[69] In response to the downturn, the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation[image: External link] (CCF) in Saskatchewan introduced many elements of a welfare state[image: External link] (as pioneered by Tommy Douglas[image: External link]) in the 1940s and 1950s.[70] On the advice of Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King[image: External link], war with Germany was declared[image: External link] effective September 10, 1939 by King George VI[image: External link], seven days after the United Kingdom. The delay underscored Canada's independence.[66]

The first Canadian Army units arrived in Britain in December 1939. In all, over a million Canadians served in the armed forces during World War II[image: External link] and approximately 42,000 were killed and another 55,000 were wounded.[71] Canadian troops played important roles in many key battles of the war, including the failed 1942 Dieppe Raid[image: External link], the Allied invasion of Italy[image: External link], the Normandy landings[image: External link], the Battle of Normandy[image: External link], and the Battle of the Scheldt[image: External link] in 1944.[66] Canada provided asylum for the Dutch monarchy[image: External link] while that country was occupied and is credited by the Netherlands for major contributions to its liberation from Nazi Germany[image: External link].[72] The Canadian economy boomed during the war as its industries manufactured military materiel[image: External link] for Canada, Britain, China, and the Soviet Union[image: External link].[66] Despite another Conscription Crisis[image: External link] in Quebec in 1944, Canada finished the war with a large army and strong economy.[73]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Contemporary era




The financial crisis of the Great Depression had led the Dominion of Newfoundland[image: External link] to relinquish responsible government in 1934 and become a crown colony ruled[image: External link] by a British governor. After two bitter referendums[image: External link], Newfoundlanders voted to join Canada in 1949 as a province.[74]

Canada's post-war economic growth, combined with the policies of successive Liberal governments, led to the emergence of a new Canadian identity[image: External link], marked by the adoption of the current Maple Leaf Flag[image: External link] in 1965,[75] the implementation of official bilingualism[image: External link] (English and French) in 1969,[76] and the institution of official multiculturalism[image: External link] in 1971.[77] Socially democratic[image: External link] programs were also instituted, such as Medicare[image: External link], the Canada Pension Plan[image: External link], and Canada Student Loans[image: External link], though provincial governments, particularly Quebec and Alberta, opposed many of these as incursions into their jurisdictions.[78]

Finally, another series of constitutional conferences resulted in the Canada Act 1982[image: External link], the patriation[image: External link] of Canada's constitution from the United Kingdom, concurrent with the creation of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link].[79][80][81] Canada had established complete sovereignty as an independent country, with the Queen's role as monarch of Canada separate from her role as the British monarch or the monarch of any of the other Commonwealth realms.[82][83] In 1999, Nunavut[image: External link] became Canada's third territory after a series of negotiations with the federal government.[84]

At the same time, Quebec underwent profound social and economic changes through the Quiet Revolution[image: External link] of the 1960s, giving birth to a modern secular nationalist[image: External link] movement.[85] The radical Front de libération du Québec[image: External link] (FLQ) ignited the October Crisis[image: External link] with a series of bombings and kidnappings in 1970[86] and the sovereignist[image: External link] Parti Québécois[image: External link] was elected in 1976, organizing an unsuccessful referendum[image: External link] on sovereignty-association in 1980. Attempts to accommodate Quebec nationalism constitutionally through the Meech Lake Accord[image: External link] failed in 1990.[87] This led to the formation of the Bloc Québécois[image: External link] in Quebec and the invigoration of the Reform Party of Canada[image: External link] in the West[image: External link].[88][89] A second referendum[image: External link] followed in 1995, in which sovereignty was rejected by a slimmer margin of 50.6 to 49.4 percent.[90] In 1997, the Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled that unilateral secession[image: External link] by a province would be unconstitutional and the Clarity Act[image: External link] was passed by parliament, outlining the terms of a negotiated departure from Confederation.[87]

In addition to the issues of Quebec sovereignty, a number of crises shook Canadian society in the late 1980s and early 1990s. These included the explosion of Air India Flight 182[image: External link] in 1985, the largest mass murder in Canadian history;[91] the École Polytechnique massacre[image: External link] in 1989, a university shooting[image: External link] targeting female students;[92] and the Oka Crisis[image: External link] of 1990,[93] the first of a number of violent confrontations between the government and indigenous groups.[94] Canada also joined the Gulf War[image: External link] in 1990 as part of a US-led coalition force and was active in several peacekeeping missions in the 1990s, including the UNPROFOR[image: External link] mission in the former Yugoslavia[image: External link].[95]

Canada sent troops to Afghanistan in 2001[image: External link], but declined to join the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003[image: External link].[96] In 2009, Canada's economy suffered in the worldwide Great Recession[image: External link], but it has since largely rebounded.[97][98] In 2011, Canadian forces participated in the NATO-led intervention into the Libyan civil war[image: External link],[99] and also became involved in battling the Islamic State[image: External link] insurgency in Iraq in the mid-2010s.[100]
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 Geography and climate




Main articles: Geography of Canada[image: External link] and Climate of Canada[image: External link]


Canada occupies much of the continent of North America, sharing land borders[image: External link] with the contiguous United States[image: External link] to the south, and the US state of Alaska[image: External link] to the northwest. Canada stretches from the Atlantic Ocean in the east to the Pacific Ocean in the west; to the north lies the Arctic Ocean.[101] Greenland is to the northeast. By total area (including its waters), Canada is the second-largest country[image: External link] in the world, after Russia. By land area alone, however, Canada ranks fourth[image: External link], the difference being due to it having the world's largest proportion of fresh water lakes.[102]

Canada is home to the world's northernmost settlement, Canadian Forces Station Alert[image: External link], on the northern tip of Ellesmere Island[image: External link] – latitude 82.5°N – which lies 817 kilometres (508 mi) from the North Pole.[103] Much of the Canadian Arctic is covered by ice and permafrost[image: External link]. Canada has the longest coastline in the world, with a total length of 243,042 kilometres (151,019 mi);[104] additionally, its border with the United States is the world's longest land border, stretching 8,891 kilometres (5,525 mi).[105]

Since the end of the last glacial period[image: External link], Canada has consisted of eight distinct forest regions, including extensive boreal[image: External link] forest on the Canadian Shield.[106] Canada has over 2,000,000 lakes (563 greater than 100 km2 (39 sq mi)), more than any other country, containing much of the world's fresh water[image: External link].[107][108] There are also fresh-water glaciers in the Canadian Rockies[image: External link] and the Coast Mountains[image: External link].

Canada is geologically active, having many earthquakes and potentially active volcanoes, notably Mount Meager[image: External link], Mount Garibaldi[image: External link], Mount Cayley[image: External link], and the Mount Edziza volcanic complex[image: External link].[109] The volcanic eruption of the Tseax Cone[image: External link] in 1775 was among Canada's worst natural disasters, killing 2,000 Nisga'a people[image: External link] and destroying their village in the Nass River[image: External link] valley of northern British Columbia. The eruption produced a 22.5-kilometre (14.0 mi) lava[image: External link] flow, and, according to Nisga'a legend, blocked the flow of the Nass River.[110] Canada's population density, at 3.3 inhabitants per square kilometre (8.5/sq mi), is among the lowest in the world. The most densely populated part of the country is the Quebec City – Windsor Corridor[image: External link], situated in Southern Quebec and Southern Ontario[image: External link] along the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River.[111]

Average winter and summer high temperatures across Canada[image: External link] vary from region to region. Winters can be harsh in many parts of the country, particularly in the interior and Prairie provinces, which experience a continental climate[image: External link], where daily average temperatures are near −15 ° C[image: External link] (5 ° F[image: External link]), but can drop below −40 °C (−40 °F) with severe wind chills[image: External link].[112] In noncoastal regions, snow can cover the ground for almost six months of the year, while in parts of the north snow can persist year-round. Coastal British Columbia has a temperate climate, with a mild and rainy winter. On the east and west coasts, average high temperatures are generally in the low 20s °C (70s °F), while between the coasts, the average summer high temperature ranges from 25 to 30 °C (77 to 86 °F), with temperatures in some interior locations occasionally exceeding 40 °C (104 °F).[113]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Government of Canada[image: External link] and Politics of Canada[image: External link]


Canada has a parliamentary system[image: External link] within the context of a constitutional monarchy[image: External link], the monarchy of Canada[image: External link] being the foundation of the executive, legislative[image: External link], and judicial[image: External link] branches.[114][115][116] The sovereign is Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link], who is also monarch of 15 other Commonwealth countries[image: External link] and each of Canada's 10 provinces. As such, the Queen's representative, the Governor General of Canada[image: External link] (at present David Johnston[image: External link]), carries out most of the federal royal duties in Canada.[117][118]

The direct participation of the royal and viceroyal figures in areas of governance is limited.[116][119][120] In practice, their use of the executive powers is directed by the Cabinet[image: External link], a committee of ministers of the Crown[image: External link] responsible to the elected House of Commons[image: External link] and chosen and headed by the Prime Minister of Canada[image: External link] (at present Justin Trudeau[image: External link]),[121] the head of government[image: External link]. The governor general or monarch may, though, in certain crisis situations exercise their power without ministerial advice[image: External link].[119] To ensure the stability of government, the governor general will usually appoint as prime minister the person who is the current leader of the political party that can obtain the confidence of a plurality[image: External link] in the House of Commons.[122] The Prime Minister's Office[image: External link] (PMO) is thus one of the most powerful institutions in government, initiating most legislation for parliamentary approval and selecting for appointment by the Crown, besides the aforementioned, the governor general, lieutenant governors[image: External link], senators, federal court judges, and heads of Crown corporations[image: External link] and government agencies.[119] The leader of the party with the second-most seats usually becomes the Leader of Her Majesty's Loyal Opposition[image: External link] and is part of an adversarial parliamentary system intended to keep the government in check.[123]

Each of the 338 members of parliament in the House of Commons is elected by simple plurality in an electoral district[image: External link] or riding. General elections[image: External link] must be called by the governor general, either on the advice of the prime minister, or if the government loses a confidence vote[image: External link] in the House.[124][125] Constitutionally, an election may be held no more than five years after the preceding election, although the Canada Elections Act[image: External link] currently limits this to four years with a fixed election date in October. The 105 members of the Senate, whose seats are apportioned on a regional basis, serve until age 75.[126] Five parties had representatives elected to the federal parliament in the 2015 election: the Liberal Party of Canada[image: External link] who currently form the government, the Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link] who are the Official Opposition[image: External link], the New Democratic Party[image: External link], the Bloc Québécois[image: External link], and the Green Party of Canada[image: External link]. The list of historical parties[image: External link] with elected representation is substantial.

Canada's federal structure[image: External link] divides government responsibilities between the federal government and the ten provinces. Provincial legislatures[image: External link] are unicameral[image: External link] and operate in parliamentary fashion similar to the House of Commons.[120] Canada's three territories also have legislatures, but these are not sovereign and have fewer constitutional responsibilities than the provinces.[127] The territorial legislatures also differ structurally from their provincial counterparts.[128]

The Bank of Canada[image: External link] is the central bank[image: External link] of the country. In addition, the Minister of Finance[image: External link] and Minister of Industry[image: External link] utilize the Statistics Canada[image: External link] agency for financial planning and economic policy development.[129] The Bank of Canada is the sole authority authorized to issue currency in the form of Canadian bank notes[image: External link].[130] The bank does not issue Canadian coins[image: External link]; they are issued by the Royal Canadian Mint[image: External link].[131]
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 Law




Main article: Law of Canada[image: External link]


The Constitution of Canada[image: External link] is the supreme law of the country, and consists of written text and unwritten conventions. The Constitution Act, 1867 (known as the British North America Act[image: External link] prior to 1982), affirmed governance based on parliamentary precedent and divided powers between the federal and provincial governments. The Statute of Westminster 1931[image: External link] granted full autonomy and the Constitution Act, 1982[image: External link], ended all legislative ties to the UK, as well as adding a constitutional amending formula and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link]. The Charter guarantees basic rights and freedoms that usually cannot be over-ridden by any government—though a notwithstanding clause[image: External link] allows the federal parliament and provincial legislatures to override certain sections of the Charter for a period of five years.[132]

The Indian Act[image: External link], various treaties and case laws were established to mediate relations between Europeans and native peoples.[133] Most notably, a series of eleven treaties known as the Numbered Treaties[image: External link] were signed between the indigenous and the reigning Monarch of Canada between 1871 and 1921.[134] These treaties are agreements with the Canadian Crown-in-Council[image: External link], administered by Canadian Aboriginal law[image: External link], and overseen by the Minister of Indigenous and Northern Development[image: External link]. The role of the treaties and the rights they support were reaffirmed by Section Thirty-five of the Constitution Act, 1982[image: External link].[133] These rights may include provision of services, such as health care, and exemption from taxation.[135] The legal and policy framework within which Canada and First Nations operate was further formalized in 2005, through the First Nations–Federal Crown Political Accord.[133]

Canada's judiciary[image: External link] plays an important role in interpreting laws and has the power to strike down Acts of Parliament that violate the constitution. The Supreme Court of Canada[image: External link] is the highest court and final arbiter and has been led since 2000 by the Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin[image: External link] (the first female Chief Justice).[136] Its nine members are appointed by the governor general on the advice of the prime minister and minister of justice. All judges at the superior and appellate levels are appointed after consultation with nongovernmental legal bodies. The federal Cabinet also appoints justices to superior courts in the provincial and territorial jurisdictions.[137]

Common law[image: External link] prevails everywhere except in Quebec, where civil law[image: External link] predominates. Criminal law[image: External link] is solely a federal responsibility and is uniform throughout Canada.[138] Law enforcement, including criminal courts, is officially a provincial responsibility, conducted by provincial and municipal police forces.[139] However, in most rural areas and some urban areas, policing responsibilities are contracted to the federal Royal Canadian Mounted Police[image: External link].[140]
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 Foreign relations and military




Main articles: Foreign relations of Canada[image: External link] and Military history of Canada[image: External link]


Canada is recognized as a middle power[image: External link] for its role in international affairs with a tendency to pursue multilateral[image: External link] solutions.[142] Canada's foreign policy based on international peacekeeping and security is carried out through coalitions and international organizations, and through the work of numerous federal institutions.[143] Canada's peacekeeping role[image: External link] during the 20th century has played a major role in its global image.[144] The strategy of the Canadian government's foreign aid policy[image: External link] reflects an emphasis to meet the Millennium Development Goals[image: External link], while also providing assistance in response to foreign humanitarian crises.[145]

Canada was a founding member of the United Nations and has membership in the World Trade Organization[image: External link], the G20[image: External link] and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD).[142] Canada is also a member of various other international and regional organizations and forums for economic and cultural affairs.[146] Canada acceded to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights[image: External link] in 1976.[147] Canada joined the Organization of American States[image: External link] (OAS) in 1990 and hosted the OAS General Assembly in 2000 and the 3rd Summit of the Americas[image: External link] in 2001.[148] Canada seeks to expand its ties to Pacific Rim[image: External link] economies through membership in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] forum (APEC).[149]

Canada and the United States[image: External link] share the world's longest undefended border, co-operate on military campaigns and exercises, and are each other's largest trading partner.[150][151] Canada nevertheless has an independent foreign policy, most notably maintaining full relations with Cuba[image: External link] since, and declining to officially participate in the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link].[152] Canada also maintains historic ties to the United Kingdom[image: External link] and France[image: External link] and to other former British and French colonies through Canada's membership in the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link] and the Francophonie[image: External link].[153] Canada is noted for having a positive relationship with the Netherlands[image: External link], owing, in part, to its contribution to the Dutch liberation during World War II[image: External link].[72]

Canada's strong attachment to the British Empire and Commonwealth led to major participation in British military efforts in the Second Boer War[image: External link], World War I and World War II. Since then, Canada has been an advocate for multilateralism, making efforts to resolve global issues in collaboration with other nations.[154][155] During the Cold War[image: External link], Canada was a major contributor to UN forces in the Korean War[image: External link] and founded the North American Aerospace Defense Command[image: External link] (NORAD) in co-operation with the United States to defend against potential aerial attacks from the Soviet Union.[156]

During the Suez Crisis[image: External link] of 1956, future Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson[image: External link] eased tensions by proposing the inception of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force[image: External link], for which he was awarded the 1957 Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link].[157] As this was the first UN peacekeeping mission, Pearson is often credited as the inventor of the concept.[158] Canada has since served in over 50 peacekeeping missions, including every UN peacekeeping effort until 1989,[66] and has since maintained forces in international missions in Rwanda, the former Yugoslavia[image: External link], and elsewhere; Canada has sometimes faced controversy over its involvement in foreign countries, notably in the 1993 Somalia Affair[image: External link].[159]

In 2001, Canada deployed troops to Afghanistan as part of the US stabilization force[image: External link] and the UN-authorized, NATO-led International Security Assistance Force[image: External link].[160] In February 2007, Canada, Italy, the United Kingdom, Norway[image: External link], and Russia announced their joint commitment to a $1.5-billion project to help develop vaccines for developing nations, and called on other countries to join them.[161] In August 2007, Canada's territorial claims in the Arctic[image: External link] were challenged after a Russian underwater expedition[image: External link] to the North Pole[image: External link]; Canada has considered that area to be sovereign territory since 1925.[162]

Canada currently employs a professional, volunteer military force of 92,000 active personnel and approximately 51,000 reserve personnel.[163] The unified Canadian Forces[image: External link] (CF) comprise the Canadian Army[image: External link], Royal Canadian Navy[image: External link], and Royal Canadian Air Force[image: External link]. In 2013, Canada's military expenditure[image: External link] totalled approximately C$19 billion, or around 1% of the country's GDP.[164][165]
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 Provinces and territories




Main article: Provinces and territories of Canada[image: External link]


See also: Canadian federalism[image: External link]


Canada is a federation composed of ten provinces and three territories[image: External link]. In turn, these may be grouped into four main regions[image: External link]: Western Canada, Central Canada, Atlantic Canada[image: External link], and Northern Canada (Eastern Canada refers to Central Canada and Atlantic Canada together). Provinces have more autonomy than territories, having responsibility for social programs such as health care[image: External link], education[image: External link], and welfare[image: External link].[166] Together, the provinces collect more revenue than the federal government, an almost unique structure among federations in the world. Using its spending powers, the federal government can initiate national policies in provincial areas, such as the Canada Health Act[image: External link]; the provinces can opt out of these, but rarely do so in practice. Equalization payments[image: External link] are made by the federal government to ensure that reasonably uniform standards of services and taxation are kept between the richer and poorer provinces.[167]

A clickable map of Canada exhibiting its ten provinces and three territories, and their capitals.
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 Economy




Main articles: Economy of Canada[image: External link] and Economic history of Canada[image: External link]


Canada is the world's eleventh-largest economy as of 2015, with a nominal GDP[image: External link] of approximately US$1.79 trillion.[168] It is a member of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the Group of Eight (G8), and is one of the world's top ten trading nations[image: External link], with a highly globalized[image: External link] economy.[169][170] Canada is a mixed economy[image: External link], ranking above the US and most western European nations on the Heritage Foundation[image: External link]'s index of economic freedom,[171] and experiencing a relatively low level of income disparity[image: External link].[172] The country's average household disposable income[image: External link] per capita is over US$23,900, higher than the OECD average.[173] Furthermore, the Toronto Stock Exchange[image: External link] is the seventh largest stock exchange[image: External link] in the world by market capitalization[image: External link], listing over 1,500 companies with a combined market capitalization of over US$2 trillion as of 2015.[174]

In 2014, Canada's exports totalled over C$528 billion, while its imported goods were worth over $524 billion, of which approximately $351 billion originated from the United States, $49 billion from the European Union, and $35 billion from China.[175] The country's 2014 trade surplus[image: External link] totalled C$5.1 billion, compared with a C$46.9 billion surplus in 2008.[176][177]

Since the early 20th century, the growth of Canada's manufacturing, mining, and service sectors has transformed the nation from a largely rural economy to an urbanized, industrial one. Like many other developed nations[image: External link], the Canadian economy is dominated by the service industry[image: External link], which employs about three-quarters of the country's workforce.[178] However, Canada is unusual among developed countries in the importance of its primary sector[image: External link], in which the forestry[image: External link] and petroleum industries[image: External link] are two of the most prominent components.[179]

Canada is one of the few developed nations that are net exporters of energy.[181] Atlantic Canada possesses vast offshore[image: External link] deposits of natural gas, and Alberta also hosts large oil and gas resources. The vastness of the Athabasca oil sands[image: External link] and other assets results in Canada having a 13% share of global oil reserves[image: External link], comprising the world's third-largest share after Venezuela[image: External link] and Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[182] Canada is additionally one of the world's largest suppliers of agricultural products; the Canadian Prairies are one of the most important global producers of wheat, canola[image: External link], and other grains.[183] Canada's Ministry of Natural Resources[image: External link] provides statistics regarding its major exports; the country is a leading exporter of zinc[image: External link], uranium[image: External link], gold[image: External link], nickel[image: External link], aluminum[image: External link], steel[image: External link], iron ore[image: External link], coking coal[image: External link] and lead[image: External link].[184] Many towns in northern Canada, where agriculture is difficult, are sustainable because of nearby mines or sources of timber. Canada also has a sizeable manufacturing sector centred in southern Ontario and Quebec, with automobiles and aeronautics[image: External link] representing particularly important industries.[185]

Canada's economic integration with the United States has increased significantly since World War II[image: External link].[186] The Automotive Products Trade Agreement[image: External link] of 1965 opened Canada's borders to trade in the automobile manufacturing industry. In the 1970s, concerns over energy self-sufficiency and foreign ownership in the manufacturing sectors prompted Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau[image: External link]'s Liberal government to enact the National Energy Program[image: External link] (NEP) and the Foreign Investment Review Agency[image: External link] (FIRA).[187] In the 1980s, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney[image: External link]'s Progressive Conservatives abolished the NEP and changed the name of FIRA to Investment Canada[image: External link], to encourage foreign investment.[188] The Canada – United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (FTA) of 1988 eliminated tariffs between the two countries, while the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA) expanded the free-trade zone to include Mexico[image: External link] in 1994.[183] In the mid-1990s, Jean Chrétien[image: External link]'s Liberal government began to post annual budgetary surpluses, and steadily paid down the national debt.[189]

The global financial crisis of 2008[image: External link] caused a major recession[image: External link], which led to a significant rise in unemployment[image: External link] in Canada.[190] By October 2009, Canada's national unemployment rate had reached 8.6 percent, with provincial unemployment rates varying from a low of 5.8 percent in Manitoba to a high of 17 percent in Newfoundland and Labrador.[191] Between October 2008 and October 2010, the Canadian labour market lost 162,000 full-time jobs and a total of 224,000 permanent jobs.[192] Canada's federal debt[image: External link] was estimated to total $566.7 billion for the fiscal year[image: External link] 2010–11, up from $463.7 billion in 2008–09.[193] In addition, Canada's net foreign debt[image: External link] rose by $41 billion to $194 billion in the first quarter of 2010.[194] However, Canada's regulated banking sector (comparatively conservative among G8 nations), the federal government's pre-crisis budgetary surpluses, and its long-term policies of lowering the national debt, resulted in a less severe recession compared to other G8 nations.[195] As of 2015, the Canadian economy has largely stabilized and has seen a modest return to growth, although the country remains troubled by volatile oil prices, sensitivity to the Eurozone crisis[image: External link] and higher-than-normal unemployment rates.[196][197] The federal government and many Canadian industries have also started to expand trade with emerging Asian markets, in an attempt to diversify exports; Asia is now Canada's second-largest export market after the United States.[198][199] Widely debated oil pipeline proposals[image: External link], in particular, are hoped to increase exports of Canadian oil reserves to China.[200][201]
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 Science and technology




Main articles: Science and technology in Canada[image: External link] and Telecommunications in Canada[image: External link]


In 2012, Canada spent approximately C$31.3 billion on domestic research and development[image: External link], of which around $7 billion was provided by the federal and provincial governments.[202] As of 2015, the country has produced thirteen Nobel laureates[image: External link] in physics[image: External link], chemistry[image: External link], and medicine[image: External link],[203][204] and was ranked fourth worldwide for scientific research quality in a major 2012 survey of international scientists.[205] It is furthermore home to the headquarters of a number of global technology firms.[206] Canada has one of the highest levels of Internet access in the world, with over 33 million users, equivalent to around 94 percent of its total 2014 population.[207]

The Canadian Space Agency[image: External link] operates a highly active space program[image: External link], conducting deep-space, planetary, and aviation research, and developing rockets and satellites. Canada was the third country to launch a satellite into space after the USSR[image: External link] and the United States, with the 1962 Alouette 1[image: External link] launch.[208] In 1984, Marc Garneau[image: External link] became Canada's first male astronaut. Canada is a participant in the International Space Station[image: External link] (ISS), and is a pioneer in space robotics[image: External link], having constructed the Canadarm[image: External link], Canadarm2[image: External link] and Dextre[image: External link] robotic manipulators for the ISS and NASA's Space Shuttle[image: External link]. Since the 1960s, Canada's aerospace industry has designed and built numerous marques of satellite, including Radarsat-1[image: External link] and 2[image: External link], ISIS[image: External link] and MOST[image: External link].[209] Canada has also produced one of the world's most successful and widely used sounding rockets[image: External link], the Black Brant[image: External link]; over 1,000 Black Brants have been launched since the rocket's introduction in 1961.[210]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Canada[image: External link]


The 2016 Canadian census[image: External link] enumerated a total population[image: External link] of 35,151,728, an increase of around 5.0 percent over the 2011 figure.[211][212] Between 2011 and May 2016, Canada's population grew by 1.7 million people with immigrants accounting for two-thirds of the increase.[213] Between 1990 and 2008, the population increased by 5.6 million, equivalent to 20.4 percent overall growth.[214] The main drivers of population growth are immigration[image: External link] and, to a lesser extent, natural growth.[215] Canada has one of the highest per-capita immigration rates in the world[image: External link],[216] driven mainly by economic policy[image: External link] and, to a lesser extent family reunification[image: External link].[217][218] The Canadian public as-well as the major political parties support the current level of immigration.[217][219][220] In 2010, a record 280,636 people immigrated to Canada.[221] The Canadian government anticipated between 280,000 and 305,000 new permanent residents in 2016,[222] a similar number of immigrants as in recent years.[223] New immigrants settle mostly in major urban areas such as Toronto[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link] and Vancouver[image: External link].[224] Canada also accepts large numbers of refugees[image: External link],[225] accounting for over 10 percent of annual global refugee resettlements[image: External link].[226]

About four-fifths of the population lives within 150 kilometres (93 mi) of the contiguous United States[image: External link] border.[227] Approximately 50 percent of Canadians live in urban areas concentrated along the Quebec City–Windsor Corridor[image: External link],[228] with an additional 30 percent living along the British Columbia Lower Mainland[image: External link], and the Calgary–Edmonton Corridor[image: External link] in Alberta.[229] Canada spans latitudinally from the 83rd parallel north to the 41st parallel north, and approximately 95% of the population is found south of the 55th parallel north.[228] In common with many other developed countries, Canada is experiencing a demographic shift[image: External link] towards an older population, with more retirees and fewer people of working age. In 2006, the average age was 39.5 years;[230] by 2011, it had risen to approximately 39.9 years.[231] As of 2013, the average life expectancy[image: External link] for Canadians is 81 years.[232] The majority of Canadians (69.9%) live in family households, 26.8% report living alone, and those living with unrelated persons reported at 3.7%.[233] The average size of a household in 2006 was 2.5 people.[233]
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 Education




Main article: Education in Canada[image: External link]


According to a 2012 report by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD), Canada is one of the most educated countries in the world;[234] the country ranks first worldwide in the number of adults having tertiary education[image: External link], with 51 percent of Canadian adults having attained at least an undergraduate college or university degree.[234] Canada spends about 5.3% of its GDP on education.[235] The country invests heavily in tertiary education (more than 20 000 USD per student).[236] As of 2014, 89 percent of adults aged 25 to 64 have earned the equivalent of a high-school degree, compared to an OECD average of 75 percent.[173]

Since the adoption of section 23[image: External link] of the Constitution Act, 1982, education in both English[image: External link] and French[image: External link] has been available in most places across Canada.[237] Canadian provinces and territories are responsible for education provision[image: External link].[238] The mandatory school age ranges between 5–7 to 16–18 years,[239] contributing to an adult literacy rate of 99 percent.[101] In 2002, 43 percent of Canadians aged 25 to 64 possessed a post-secondary education; for those aged 25 to 34, the rate of post-secondary education reached 51 percent.[240] The Programme for International Student Assessment[image: External link] indicates that Canadian students perform well above the OECD average, particularly in mathematics, science, and reading.[241][242]
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 Ethnicity




Main article: Canadians[image: External link]


According to the 2006 census[image: External link], the country's largest self-reported ethnic origin[image: External link] is Canadian (accounting for 32% of the population), followed by English[image: External link] (21%), French[image: External link] (15.8%), Scottish[image: External link] (15.1%), Irish[image: External link] (13.9%), German[image: External link] (10.2%), Italian[image: External link] (4.6%), Chinese[image: External link] (4.3%), First Nations[image: External link] (4.0%), Ukrainian[image: External link] (3.9%), and Dutch[image: External link] (3.3%).[243] There are 600 recognized First Nations governments or bands[image: External link], encompassing a total of 1,172,790 people.[244] Canada's indigenous population is growing at almost twice the national rate, and four percent of Canada's population claimed an indigenous identity in 2006. Another 16.2 percent of the population belonged to a non-indigenous visible minority[image: External link].[245] In 2006, the largest visible minority groups were South Asian[image: External link] (4.0%), Chinese (3.9%) and Black[image: External link] (2.5%). Between 2001 and 2006, the visible minority population rose by 27.2 percent.[246] In 1961, less than two percent of Canada's population (about 300,000 people) were members of visible minority groups.[247] By 2007, almost one in five (19.8%) were foreign-born, with nearly 60 percent of new immigrants coming from Asia (including the Middle East).[248] The leading sources of immigrants to Canada were China, the Philippines and India.[249] According to Statistics Canada, visible minority groups could account for a third of the Canadian population by 2031.[250]
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in Canada[image: External link]
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Canada is religiously diverse, encompassing a wide range of beliefs and customs. Canada has no official church, and the government is officially committed to religious pluralism[image: External link].[251] Freedom of religion in Canada[image: External link] is a constitutionally protected right, allowing individuals to assemble and worship without limitation or interference.[252] The practice of religion is now generally considered a private matter throughout society and the state.[253] With Christianity in decline after having once been central and integral to Canadian culture and daily life,[254] Canada has become a post-Christian[image: External link], secular[image: External link] state.[255][256][257][258] The majority of Canadians consider religion to be unimportant[image: External link] in their daily lives,[259] but still believe in God.[260] According to the 2011 census, 67.3% of Canadians identify as Christian; of these, Roman Catholics make up the largest group, accounting for 38.7% of the population. Much of the remainder is made up of Protestants[image: External link], who accounted for approximately 27% in 2011 survey.[261][262] The largest Protestant denomination[image: External link] is the United Church of Canada[image: External link] (accounting for 6.1% of Canadians), followed by Anglicans[image: External link] (5.0%), and Baptists[image: External link] (1.9%).[3] Secularization has been growing since the 1960s.[263][264] In 2011, 23.9% declared no religious affiliation[image: External link], compared to 16.5% in 2001.[265] The remaining 8.8% are affiliated with non-Christian religions, the largest of which are Islam[image: External link] (3.2%) and Hinduism[image: External link] (1.5%).[3]
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 Languages




Main article: Languages of Canada[image: External link]


A multitude of languages are used by Canadians, with English[image: External link] and French[image: External link] (the official languages[image: External link]) being the mother tongues[image: External link] of approximately 60% and 20% of Canadians, respectively.[267] Nearly 6.8 million Canadians listed a non-official language as their mother tongue.[268] Some of the most common non-official first languages include Chinese[image: External link] (mainly Cantonese[image: External link]; 1,072,555 first-language speakers), Punjabi[image: External link] (430,705), Spanish[image: External link] (410,670), German[image: External link] (409,200), and Italian[image: External link] (407,490).[269] Canada's federal government practices official bilingualism[image: External link], which is applied by the Commissioner of Official Languages[image: External link] in consonance with Section 16 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link] and the Federal Official Languages Act[image: External link] English and French have equal status in federal courts, parliament, and in all federal institutions. Citizens have the right, where there is sufficient demand, to receive federal government services in either English or French and official-language minorities[image: External link] are guaranteed their own schools in all provinces and territories.[270]

The 1977 Charter of the French Language[image: External link] established French as the official language of Quebec.[271] Although more than 85 percent of French-speaking Canadians live in Quebec, there are substantial Francophone[image: External link] populations in New Brunswick[image: External link], Alberta[image: External link], and Manitoba[image: External link]; Ontario[image: External link] has the largest French-speaking population outside Quebec.[272] New Brunswick, the only officially bilingual province, has a French-speaking Acadian minority constituting 33 percent of the population.[273] There are also clusters of Acadians in southwestern Nova Scotia, on Cape Breton Island, and through central and western Prince Edward Island.[274]

Other provinces have no official languages as such, but French is used as a language of instruction, in courts, and for other government services, in addition to English. Manitoba, Ontario, and Quebec allow for both English and French to be spoken in the provincial legislatures, and laws are enacted in both languages. In Ontario, French has some legal status, but is not fully co-official.[275] There are 11 indigenous language groups[image: External link], composed of more than 65 distinct languages and dialects.[276] Of these, only the Cree[image: External link], Inuktitut[image: External link] and Ojibway[image: External link] languages have a large enough population of fluent speakers to be considered viable to survive in the long term[image: External link].[277] Several indigenous languages have official status in the Northwest Territories.[278] Inuktitut is the majority language in Nunavut, and is one of three official languages in the territory.[279]

Additionally, Canada is home to many sign languages[image: External link], two of which are Indigenous. American Sign Language[image: External link] (ASL), is spoken across the country due to the prevalence of ASL in primary and secondary schools.[280] Quebec Sign Language[image: External link] (LSQ), is spoken primarily in Quebec, however there are sizeable population centres in francophone communities in New Brunswick, Ontario and Manitoba; due to its historical relation to the francophone culture.[281] Plains Sign Talk[image: External link] was the most widespread language in North America prior to colonization, spoken across the Prairies by a number of First Nations.[282] Inuit Uukturausingit[image: External link] is used by Inuit in Nunavut.[283] Maritime Sign Language[image: External link] was used in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island before ASL became available in the mid-20th century.[284]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Canada[image: External link]


Canada's culture draws influences from its broad range of constituent nationalities, and policies that promote a "just society[image: External link]" are constitutionally protected.[285][286] Canada has placed emphasis on equality and inclusiveness for all its people.[287] Multiculturalism[image: External link] is often cited as one of Canada's significant accomplishments,[288] and a key distinguishing element of Canadian identity[image: External link].[289][290] In Quebec, cultural identity is strong, and many commentators speak of a culture of Quebec[image: External link] that is distinct from English Canadian culture.[291] However, as a whole, Canada is in theory a cultural mosaic[image: External link]—a collection of several regional, indigenous,and ethnic subcultures.[292]

Canada's approach to governance emphasizing multiculturalism, which is based on selective immigration[image: External link], social integration[image: External link], and suppression[image: External link] of far right politics, has wide public support.[293] Government policies such as publicly funded health care[image: External link], higher taxation[image: External link] to redistribute wealth[image: External link], the outlawing of capital punishment[image: External link], strong efforts to eliminate poverty[image: External link], strict gun control[image: External link], and the legalization of same-sex marriage[image: External link] are further social indicators of Canada's political and cultural values[image: External link].[294][295] Canadians also identify with the country's health care institutions, peacekeeping[image: External link], the National park system[image: External link] and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link].[289][296]

Historically, Canada has been influenced by British[image: External link], French[image: External link], and indigenous cultures and traditions. Through their language, art[image: External link] and music[image: External link], Indigenous peoples continue to influence the Canadian identity.[297] During the 20th century Canadians with African, Caribbean and Asian nationalities have added to the Canadian identity and its culture.[298] Canadian humour[image: External link] is an integral part of the Canadian Identity and is reflected in its folklore[image: External link], literature, music, art and media. The primary characteristics of Canadian humour are irony, parody, and satire.[299] Many Canadian comedians[image: External link] have archived international success in the American TV and film industries and are amongst the most recognized in the world.[300]

Canada has a well-developed media sector[image: External link], but its cultural output; particularly in English films[image: External link], television shows[image: External link], and magazines[image: External link], is often overshadowed by imports from the United States.[301] As a result, the preservation of a distinctly Canadian culture is supported by federal government programs, laws, and institutions such as the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link] (CBC), the National Film Board of Canada[image: External link] (NFB), and the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] (CRTC).[302]
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 Symbols




Main article: National symbols of Canada[image: External link]


Canada's national symbols are influenced by natural, historical, and indigenous sources. The use of the maple leaf[image: External link] as a Canadian symbol dates to the early 18th century. The maple leaf is depicted on Canada's current[image: External link] and previous flags[image: External link], and on the Arms of Canada[image: External link].[304] The Arms of Canada is closely modelled after the royal coat of arms of the United Kingdom[image: External link] with French and distinctive Canadian elements replacing or added to those derived from the British version.[305] The Great Seal of Canada[image: External link] is a governmental seal[image: External link] used for purposes of state, being set on letters patent[image: External link], proclamations and commissions, for representatives of the Queen and for the appointment of cabinet ministers[image: External link], lieutenant governors[image: External link], senators, and judges.[306][307] Other prominent symbols include the beaver[image: External link], Canada goose[image: External link], common loon[image: External link], the Crown, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,[304] and more recently, the totem pole[image: External link] and Inuksuk[image: External link].[308] Canadian coins[image: External link] feature many of these symbols: the loon on the $1 coin[image: External link], the Arms of Canada on the 50¢ piece[image: External link], the beaver on the nickel[image: External link].[309] The penny[image: External link], removed from circulation in 2013, featured the maple leaf.[310] The Queen' s image appears on $20 bank notes[image: External link], and on the obverse of all current Canadian coins.[309]
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 Literature




Main article: Canadian literature[image: External link]


Canadian literature is often divided into French- and English-language literatures, which are rooted in the literary traditions of France and Britain, respectively.[311] There are four major themes that can be found within historical Canadian literature; nature, frontier life, Canada's position within the world, all three of which tie into the garrison mentality[image: External link].[312] By the 1990s, Canadian literature was viewed as some of the world's best.[313] Canada's ethnic and cultural diversity are reflected in its literature, with many of its most prominent modern writers focusing on ethnic life.[314] Arguably, the best-known living Canadian writer internationally (especially since the deaths of Robertson Davies[image: External link] and Mordecai Richler[image: External link]) is Margaret Atwood[image: External link], a prolific novelist, poet, and literary critic.[315] Numerous other Canadian authors[image: External link] have accumulated international literary awards;[316] including Nobel Laureate[image: External link] Alice Munro[image: External link], who has been called the best living writer of short stories in English;[317] and Booker Prize[image: External link] recipient Michael Ondaatje[image: External link], who is perhaps best known for the novel The English Patient[image: External link], which was adapted as a film of the same name[image: External link] that won the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link].[318]
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 Visual arts




Main article: Canadian art[image: External link]


Canadian visual art has been dominated by figures such as Tom Thomson[image: External link] – the country's most famous painter – and by the Group of Seven[image: External link].[319] Thomson's career painting Canadian landscapes spanned a decade up to his death in 1917 at age 39.[320] The Group were painters with a nationalistic and idealistic focus, who first exhibited their distinctive works in May 1920. Though referred to as having seven members, five artists—Lawren Harris[image: External link], A. Y. Jackson[image: External link], Arthur Lismer[image: External link], J. E. H. MacDonald[image: External link], and Frederick Varley[image: External link]—were responsible for articulating the Group's ideas. They were joined briefly by Frank Johnston[image: External link], and by commercial artist Franklin Carmichael[image: External link]. A. J. Casson[image: External link] became part of the Group in 1926.[321] Associated with the Group was another prominent Canadian artist, Emily Carr[image: External link], known for her landscapes and portrayals of the Indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest Coast[image: External link].[322] Since the 1950s, works of Inuit art[image: External link] have been given as gifts to foreign dignitaries by the Canadian government.[323]
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 Music




Main article: Music of Canada[image: External link]


The Canadian music industry is the sixth largest in the world producing internationally renowned composers[image: External link], musicians[image: External link] and ensembles[image: External link].[324] Music broadcasting in the country is regulated by the CRTC.[325] The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link] presents Canada's music industry awards, the Juno Awards[image: External link], which were first awarded in 1970.[326] The Canadian Music Hall of Fame[image: External link] established in 1976 honours Canadian musicians for their lifetime achievements.[327] Patriotic music in Canada[image: External link] dates back over 200 years as a distinct category from British patriotism, preceding the first legal steps to independence[image: External link] by over 50 years. The earliest, The Bold Canadian[image: External link], was written in 1812.[328] The national anthem of Canada, "O Canada[image: External link]", was originally commissioned by the Lieutenant Governor of Quebec[image: External link], the Honourable Théodore Robitaille[image: External link], for the 1880 St. Jean-Baptiste Day[image: External link] ceremony, and was officially adopted in 1980.[329] Calixa Lavallée[image: External link] wrote the music, which was a setting of a patriotic poem composed by the poet and judge Sir Adolphe-Basile Routhier[image: External link]. The text was originally only in French, before it was translated to English in 1906.[330]
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 Sport




Main articles: Sport in Canada[image: External link] and History of Canadian sports[image: External link]


The roots of organized sports in Canada[image: External link] date back to the 1770s.[331] Canada's official national sports are ice hockey[image: External link] and lacrosse[image: External link].[332] Canada shares several major professional sports leagues[image: External link] with the United States. Canadian teams in these leagues include seven franchises in the National Hockey League[image: External link], located in Calgary[image: External link], Edmonton[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link], Ottawa[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Vancouver[image: External link], and Winnipeg[image: External link], as well as three Major League Soccer[image: External link] teams (Toronto, Vancouver, and Montreal) and one Toronto team in each of Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the National Basketball Association[image: External link]. Other popular professional sports in Canada include Canadian football[image: External link], which is played in the Canadian Football League[image: External link], National Lacrosse League[image: External link] lacrosse, and curling[image: External link].

Canada has participated in almost every Olympic Games since its Olympic debut in 1900[image: External link], and has hosted several high-profile international sporting events, including the 1976 Summer Olympics[image: External link] in Montreal, the 1988 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Calgary, the 1994 Basketball World Championship[image: External link], the 2007 FIFA U-20 World Cup[image: External link], the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Vancouver and Whistler, British Columbia[image: External link] and the 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link].[333] Golf[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], skiing[image: External link], badminton[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], cycling[image: External link], swimming[image: External link], bowling[image: External link], rugby union[image: External link], canoeing[image: External link], equestrian[image: External link], squash[image: External link] and the study of martial arts[image: External link] are widely enjoyed at the youth and amateur levels.[334]
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"Russian Federation" redirects here. For other uses of "Russia", see Russia (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 60°N 90°E[image: External link]

Russia ( i[image: External link]/'r^Se /[image: External link]; Russian[image: External link]: Россия, tr.[image: External link] Rossiya; IPA:  [rɐˈsʲijə][image: External link]), also officially the Russian Federation[15] ( Russian[image: External link]: Российская Федерация, tr.[image: External link] Rossiyskaya Federatsiya; IPA: [rɐˈsʲijskəjə fʲɪdʲɪˈratsɨjə][image: External link]), is a country[image: External link] in Eurasia[image: External link].[16] At 17,075,200 square kilometres (6,592,800 sq mi), Russia is the largest country in the world[image: External link] by surface area, covering more than one-eighth of the Earth's inhabited land area,[17][18][19] and the ninth most populous, with over 144 million people at the end of March 2016.[20][7] The European western part of the country is much more populated and urbanised[image: External link] than the eastern; about 77% of the population live in European Russia[image: External link]. Russia's capital Moscow[image: External link] is one of the largest cities in the world; other major urban centers[image: External link] include Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Novosibirsk[image: External link], Yekaterinburg[image: External link], Nizhny Novgorod[image: External link] and Kazan[image: External link].

Extending across the entirety of Northern Asia[image: External link] and much of Eastern Europe[image: External link], Russia spans eleven time zones[image: External link] and incorporates a wide range of environments[image: External link] and landforms. From northwest to southeast, Russia shares land borders[image: External link] with Norway[image: External link], Finland, Estonia[image: External link], Latvia, Lithuania and Poland[image: External link] (both with Kaliningrad Oblast[image: External link]), Belarus, Ukraine[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, China[image: External link], Mongolia[image: External link], and North Korea[image: External link]. It shares maritime borders[image: External link] with Japan[image: External link] by the Sea of Okhotsk[image: External link] and the U.S. state of Alaska[image: External link] across the Bering Strait[image: External link].

The East Slavs[image: External link] emerged as a recognizable group in Europe[image: External link] between the 3rd and 8th centuries AD.[21] Founded and ruled by a Varangian[image: External link] warrior elite and their descendants, the medieval[image: External link] state of Rus[image: External link] arose in the 9th century. In 988 it adopted Orthodox Christianity[image: External link] from the Byzantine Empire[image: External link],[22] beginning the synthesis of Byzantine and Slavic cultures that defined Russian culture[image: External link] for the next millennium.[22] Rus' ultimately disintegrated into a number of smaller states; most of the Rus' lands were overrun by the Mongol invasion[image: External link] and became tributaries of the nomadic Golden Horde[image: External link] in the 13th century.[23] The Grand Duchy of Moscow[image: External link] gradually reunified the surrounding Russian principalities, achieved independence from the Golden Horde, and came to dominate the cultural and political legacy of Kievan Rus'[image: External link]. By the 18th century, the nation had greatly expanded through conquest, annexation, and exploration[image: External link] to become the Russian Empire[image: External link], which was the third largest empire[image: External link] in history, stretching from Poland[image: External link] on the west to Alaska[image: External link] on the east.[24][25]

Following the Russian Revolution[image: External link], the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic[image: External link] became the largest and leading constituent of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics[image: External link], the world's first constitutionally socialist state[image: External link].[26] The Soviet Union played a decisive role[image: External link] in the Allied[image: External link] victory in World War II[image: External link],[27][28] and emerged as a recognized superpower[image: External link] and rival to the United States during the Cold War[image: External link]. The Soviet era saw some of the most significant technological achievements[image: External link] of the 20th century, including the world's first human-made satellite[image: External link] and the launching of the first humans in space[image: External link]. By the end of 1990, the Soviet Union[image: External link] had the world's second largest economy, largest standing military in the world and the largest stockpile of weapons of mass destruction.[29][30][31] Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1991, fifteen independent republics emerged from the USSR: Russia, Ukraine[image: External link], Belarus, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Armenia[image: External link], Azerbaijan, Estonia[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan[image: External link]; the Russian SFSR[image: External link] reconstituted itself as the Russian Federation and is recognized as the continuing legal personality and sole successor state[image: External link] of the Soviet Union[image: External link].[32] It is governed as a federal[image: External link] semi-presidential[image: External link] republic.

The Russian economy[image: External link] ranks as the twelfth largest by nominal GDP[image: External link] and sixth largest by purchasing power parity in 2015.[33] Russia's extensive mineral and energy resources are the largest such reserves in the world,[34] making it one of the leading producers of oil[image: External link] and natural gas[image: External link] globally.[35][36] The country is one of the five recognized[image: External link] nuclear weapons states[image: External link] and possesses the largest stockpile of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link].[37] Russia is a great power[image: External link] as well as a regional power[image: External link] and has been characterised as a potential superpower[image: External link]. It is permanent member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], as well as a member of the G20[image: External link], the Council of Europe[image: External link], the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] (APEC), the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation[image: External link] (SCO), the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe[image: External link] (OSCE), and the World Trade Organization[image: External link] (WTO), as well as being the leading member of the Commonwealth of Independent States[image: External link] (CIS), the Collective Security Treaty Organization[image: External link] (CSTO) and one of the five members of the Eurasian Economic Union[image: External link] (EEU), along with Armenia[image: External link], Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan.
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Main articles: Rus' people[image: External link] and Rus' (name)[image: External link]


See also: Russian (disambiguation)[image: External link]


The name Russia is derived from Rus[image: External link], a medieval state populated mostly by the East Slavs[image: External link]. However, this proper name became more prominent in the later history, and the country typically was called by its inhabitants "Русская Земля" (russkaja zemlja), which can be translated as "Russian Land" or "Land of Rus'". In order to distinguish this state from other states derived from it, it is denoted as Kievan Rus'[image: External link] by modern historiography. The name Rus[image: External link] itself comes from the early medieval Rus' people[image: External link], Swedish[image: External link] merchants and warriors[38][39] who relocated from across the Baltic Sea and founded a state centered on Novgorod[image: External link] that later became Kievan Rus[image: External link].

An old Latin version of the name Rus' was Ruthenia[image: External link], mostly applied to the western and southern regions of Rus' that were adjacent to Catholic Europe. The current name of the country, Россия (Rossija), comes from the Byzantine Greek[image: External link] designation of the Kievan Rus', Ρωσσία Rossía—spelled Ρωσία (Rosía pronounced  [roˈsia][image: External link]) in Modern Greek[image: External link].[40]

The standard way to refer to citizens of Russia is " Russians[image: External link]" in English[41] and rossiyane ( Russian[image: External link]: россияне) in Russian. There are two Russian words which are commonly translated into English as "Russians". One is "русские" (russkiye), which most often means "ethnic Russians[image: External link]". Another is "россияне" (rossiyane), which means "citizens of Russia[image: External link], regardless of ethnicity". Translations into other languages often do not distinguish these two groups.
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Further information: Scythia[image: External link], Early Slavs[image: External link], East Slavs[image: External link], Huns[image: External link], Turkic expansion[image: External link], and Prehistory of Siberia[image: External link]


Further information: Proto-Indo-European[image: External link] and Proto-Uralic[image: External link]


Nomadic pastoralism[image: External link] developed in the Pontic-Caspian steppe[image: External link] beginning in the Chalcolithic[image: External link].[42]

In classical antiquity[image: External link], the Pontic Steppe[image: External link] was known as Scythia[image: External link]. Beginning in the 8th century BC, Ancient Greek[image: External link] traders brought their civilization to the trade emporiums in Tanais[image: External link] and Phanagoria[image: External link]. Ancient Greek explorers, most notably Pytheas[image: External link], even went as far as modern day Kaliningrad[image: External link], on the Baltic Sea. Romans[image: External link] settled on the western part of the Caspian Sea[image: External link], where their empire[image: External link] stretched towards the east.[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][43] In the 3rd to 4th centuries AD a semi-legendary Gothic kingdom of Oium[image: External link] existed in Southern Russia until it was overrun by Huns[image: External link]. Between the 3rd and 6th centuries AD, the Bosporan Kingdom[image: External link], a Hellenistic polity which succeeded the Greek colonies,[44] was also overwhelmed by nomadic invasions led by warlike tribes, such as the Huns and Eurasian Avars[image: External link].[45] A Turkic people[image: External link], the Khazars[image: External link], ruled the lower Volga[image: External link] basin steppes between the Caspian[image: External link] and Black Seas[image: External link] until the 10th century.[46]

The ancestors of modern Russians[image: External link] are the Slavic tribes[image: External link], whose original home is thought by some scholars to have been the wooded areas of the Pinsk Marshes[image: External link].[47] The East Slavs gradually settled Western Russia in two waves: one moving from Kiev[image: External link] toward present-day Suzdal[image: External link] and Murom[image: External link] and another from Polotsk[image: External link] toward Novgorod[image: External link] and Rostov[image: External link]. From the 7th century onwards, the East Slavs constituted the bulk of the population in Western Russia[48] and assimilated the native Finno-Ugric peoples[image: External link], including the Merya[image: External link], the Muromians[image: External link], and the Meshchera[image: External link].
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Main articles: Rus' Khaganate[image: External link], Kievan Rus'[image: External link], and List of early East Slavic states[image: External link]


The establishment of the first East Slavic states in the 9th century coincided with the arrival of Varangians[image: External link], the traders, warriors and settlers from the Baltic Sea region. Primarily they were Vikings[image: External link] of Scandinavian[image: External link] origin, who ventured along the waterways extending from the eastern Baltic to the Black[image: External link] and Caspian[image: External link] Seas.[49] According to the Primary Chronicle[image: External link], a Varangian from Rus' people[image: External link], named Rurik[image: External link], was elected ruler of Novgorod[image: External link] in 862. In 882 his successor Oleg[image: External link] ventured south and conquered Kiev[image: External link],[50] which had been previously paying tribute to the Khazars[image: External link], founding Kievan Rus'. Oleg, Rurik's son Igor[image: External link] and Igor's son Sviatoslav[image: External link] subsequently subdued all local East Slavic[image: External link] tribes to Kievan rule, destroyed the Khazar khaganate[image: External link] and launched several military expeditions to Byzantium[image: External link] and Persia[image: External link].

In the 10th to 11th centuries Kievan Rus' became one of the largest and most prosperous states in Europe.[51] The reigns of Vladimir the Great[image: External link] (980–1015) and his son Yaroslav the Wise[image: External link] (1019–1054) constitute the Golden Age[image: External link] of Kiev, which saw the acceptance of[image: External link] Orthodox Christianity[image: External link] from Byzantium[image: External link] and the creation of the first East Slavic written legal code[image: External link], the Russkaya Pravda[image: External link].

In the 11th and 12th centuries, constant incursions by nomadic Turkic tribes, such as the Kipchaks[image: External link] and the Pechenegs[image: External link], caused a massive migration of Slavic populations to the safer, heavily forested regions of the north, particularly to the area known as Zalesye[image: External link].[52]

The age of feudalism[image: External link] and decentralization was marked by constant in-fighting between members of the Rurik Dynasty[image: External link] that ruled Kievan Rus' collectively. Kiev's dominance waned, to the benefit of Vladimir-Suzdal[image: External link] in the north-east, Novgorod Republic[image: External link] in the north-west and Galicia-Volhynia[image: External link] in the south-west.

Ultimately Kievan Rus' disintegrated, with the final blow being the Mongol invasion[image: External link] of 1237–40[53] that resulted in the destruction of Kiev[54] and the death of about half the population of Rus'.[55] The invading Mongol elite, together with their conquered Turkic subjects (Cumans, Kipchaks, Bulgars), became known as Tatars[image: External link], forming the state of the Golden Horde[image: External link], which pillaged the Russian principalities; the Mongols ruled the Cuman-Kipchak confederation[image: External link] and Volga Bulgaria[image: External link] (modern-day southern and central expanses of Russia) for over two centuries.[56]

Galicia-Volhynia was eventually assimilated by the Kingdom of Poland[image: External link], while the Mongol-dominated Vladimir-Suzdal and Novgorod Republic, two regions on the periphery of Kiev, established the basis for the modern Russian nation.[22] The Novgorod together with Pskov[image: External link] retained some degree of autonomy during the time of the Mongol yoke[image: External link] and were largely spared the atrocities that affected the rest of the country. Led by Prince Alexander Nevsky[image: External link], Novgorodians repelled the invading Swedes in the Battle of the Neva[image: External link] in 1240, as well as the Germanic crusaders[image: External link] in the Battle of the Ice[image: External link] in 1242, breaking their attempts to colonize the Northern Rus'.
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Main article: Grand Duchy of Moscow[image: External link]


The most powerful state to eventually arise after the destruction of Kievan Rus' was the Grand Duchy of Moscow[image: External link] ("Muscovy" in the Western chronicles), initially a part of Vladimir-Suzdal[image: External link]. While still under the domain of the Mongol[image: External link]- Tatars[image: External link] and with their connivance, Moscow began to assert its influence in the Central Rus' in the early 14th century, gradually becoming the leading force in the process of the Rus' lands' reunification and expansion of Russia.[citation needed[image: External link]] Moscow's last rival, the Novgorod Republic[image: External link], prospered as the chief fur trade[image: External link] center and the easternmost port of the Hanseatic League[image: External link].

Times remained difficult, with frequent Mongol-Tatar raids[image: External link]. Agriculture[image: External link] suffered from the beginning of the Little Ice Age[image: External link]. As in the rest of Europe, plague[image: External link] was a frequent occurrence between 1350 and 1490.[57] However, because of the lower population density and better hygiene—widespread practicing of banya[image: External link], a wet steam bath—the death rate from plague was not as severe as in Western Europe,[58] and population numbers recovered by 1500.[57]

Led by Prince Dmitry Donskoy[image: External link] of Moscow and helped by the Russian Orthodox Church[image: External link], the united army of Russian principalities inflicted a milestone defeat on the Mongol-Tatars in the Battle of Kulikovo[image: External link] in 1380. Moscow gradually absorbed the surrounding principalities, including formerly strong rivals such as Tver[image: External link] and Novgorod[image: External link].

Ivan III[image: External link] ("the Great") finally threw off the control of the Golden Horde[image: External link] and consolidated the whole of Central and Northern Rus' under Moscow's dominion. He was also the first to take the title "Grand Duke of all the Russias".[59] After the fall of Constantinople[image: External link] in 1453, Moscow claimed succession to the legacy[image: External link] of the Eastern Roman Empire[image: External link]. Ivan III married Sophia Palaiologina[image: External link], the niece of the last Byzantine emperor[image: External link] Constantine XI[image: External link], and made the Byzantine double-headed eagle[image: External link] his own, and eventually Russia's, coat-of-arms.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Tsardom of Russia




Main article: Tsardom of Russia[image: External link]


In development of the Third Rome[image: External link] ideas, the Grand Duke Ivan IV[image: External link] (the "Terrible")[60] was officially crowned the first Tsar[image: External link] (" Caesar[image: External link]") of Russia in 1547. The Tsar[image: External link] promulgated[image: External link] a new code of laws (Sudebnik of 1550[image: External link]), established the first Russian feudal representative body (Zemsky Sobor[image: External link]) and introduced local self-management into the rural regions.[61][62]

During his long reign, Ivan the Terrible nearly doubled the already large Russian territory by annexing the three Tatar khanates (parts of the disintegrated Golden Horde[image: External link]): Kazan[image: External link] and Astrakhan[image: External link] along the Volga River[image: External link], and the Siberian Khanate[image: External link] in southwestern Siberia. Thus, by the end of the 16th century Russia was transformed into a multiethnic[image: External link], multidenominational[image: External link] and transcontinental state[image: External link].

However, the Tsardom was weakened by the long and unsuccessful Livonian War[image: External link] against the coalition of Poland, Lithuania, and Sweden for access to the Baltic coast and sea trade.[63] At the same time, the Tatars of the Crimean Khanate[image: External link], the only remaining successor to the Golden Horde, continued to raid Southern Russia.[64] In an effort to restore the Volga khanates, Crimeans and their Ottoman[image: External link] allies invaded central Russia[image: External link] and were even able to burn down parts of Moscow[image: External link] in 1571.[65] But in the next year the large invading army was thoroughly defeated by Russians in the Battle of Molodi[image: External link], forever eliminating the threat of an Ottoman–Crimean expansion into Russia. The slave raids of Crimeans[image: External link], however, did not cease until the late 17th century though the construction of new fortification lines across Southern Russia, such as the Great Abatis Line[image: External link], constantly narrowed the area accessible to incursions.[66]

The death of Ivan's sons marked the end of the ancient Rurik Dynasty[image: External link] in 1598, and in combination with the famine of 1601–03[image: External link][67] led to civil war, the rule of pretenders, and foreign intervention during the Time of Troubles[image: External link] in the early 17th century.[68] The Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth[image: External link] occupied parts of Russia, including Moscow. In 1612, the Poles were forced to retreat by the Russian volunteer corps, led by two national heroes, merchant Kuzma Minin[image: External link] and Prince Dmitry Pozharsky[image: External link]. The Romanov Dynasty[image: External link] acceded to the throne in 1613 by the decision of Zemsky Sobor, and the country started its gradual recovery from the crisis.

Russia continued its territorial growth through the 17th century, which was the age of Cossacks[image: External link]. Cossacks were warriors organized into military communities, resembling pirates[image: External link] and pioneers of the New World[image: External link]. In 1648, the peasants of Ukraine joined the Zaporozhian Cossacks[image: External link] in rebellion against Poland-Lithuania during the Khmelnytsky Uprising[image: External link] in reaction to the social and religious oppression they had been suffering under Polish rule. In 1654, the Ukrainian leader, Bohdan Khmelnytsky[image: External link], offered to place Ukraine under the protection of the Russian Tsar, Aleksey I[image: External link]. Aleksey's acceptance of this offer led to another Russo-Polish War[image: External link]. Finally, Ukraine was split along the Dnieper River[image: External link], leaving the western part, right-bank Ukraine[image: External link], under Polish rule and the eastern part (Left-bank Ukraine[image: External link] and Kiev[image: External link]) under Russian rule. Later, in 1670–71, the Don Cossacks[image: External link] led by Stenka Razin[image: External link] initiated a major uprising in the Volga Region[image: External link], but the Tsar's troops were successful in defeating the rebels.

In the east, the rapid Russian exploration and colonisation of the huge territories of Siberia was led mostly by Cossacks hunting for valuable furs and ivory. Russian explorers[image: External link] pushed eastward primarily along the Siberian River Routes[image: External link], and by the mid-17th century there were Russian settlements in Eastern Siberia, on the Chukchi Peninsula[image: External link], along the Amur River[image: External link], and on the Pacific coast. In 1648, the Bering Strait[image: External link] between Asia and North America was passed for the first time by Fedot Popov[image: External link] and Semyon Dezhnyov[image: External link].
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Main article: Russian Empire[image: External link]


Under Peter the Great[image: External link], Russia was proclaimed an Empire in 1721 and became recognized as a world power. Ruling from 1682 to 1725, Peter defeated Sweden in the Great Northern War[image: External link], forcing it to cede West Karelia[image: External link] and Ingria[image: External link] (two regions lost by Russia in the Time of Troubles[image: External link]),[69] as well as Estland[image: External link] and Livland[image: External link], securing Russia's access to the sea and sea trade.[70] On the Baltic Sea[image: External link] Peter founded a new capital called Saint Petersburg[image: External link], later known as Russia's "Window to Europe". Peter the Great's reforms[image: External link] brought considerable Western European cultural influences to Russia.

The reign of Peter I's daughter Elizabeth[image: External link] in 1741–62 saw Russia's participation in the Seven Years' War[image: External link] (1756–63). During this conflict Russia annexed East Prussia[image: External link] for a while and even took Berlin. However, upon Elisabeth's death, all these conquests were returned to the Kingdom of Prussia[image: External link] by pro-Prussian Peter III of Russia[image: External link].

Catherine II[image: External link] ("the Great"), who ruled in 1762–96, presided over the Age of Russian Enlightenment[image: External link]. She extended Russian political control over the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and incorporated most of its territories into Russia during the Partitions of Poland[image: External link], pushing the Russian frontier westward into Central Europe. In the south, after successful Russo-Turkish Wars[image: External link] against Ottoman Turkey[image: External link], Catherine advanced Russia's boundary to the Black Sea, defeating the Crimean Khanate[image: External link]. As a result of victories over Qajar Iran[image: External link] through the Russo-Persian Wars[image: External link], by the first half of the 19th century Russia also made significant territorial gains in Transcaucasia[image: External link] and the North Caucasus[image: External link], forcing the former to irrevocably cede what is nowadays Georgia[image: External link], Dagestan[image: External link], Azerbaijan and Armenia[image: External link] to Russia.[71][72] This continued with Alexander I's[image: External link] (1801–25) wresting of Finland from the weakened kingdom of Sweden in 1809 and of Bessarabia[image: External link] from the Ottomans in 1812. At the same time, Russians colonized Alaska[image: External link] and even founded settlements in California, such as Fort Ross[image: External link].

In 1803–1806, the first Russian circumnavigation[image: External link] was made, later followed by other notable Russian sea exploration voyages. In 1820, a Russian expedition[image: External link] discovered the continent of Antarctica[image: External link].

In alliances with various European countries, Russia fought against Napoleon[image: External link]'s France. The French invasion of Russia[image: External link] at the height of Napoleon's power in 1812 reached Moscow, but eventually failed miserably as the obstinate resistance in combination with the bitterly cold Russian winter[image: External link] led to a disastrous defeat of invaders, in which more than 95% of the pan-European Grande Armée[image: External link] perished.[73] Led by Mikhail Kutuzov[image: External link] and Barclay de Tolly[image: External link], the Russian army ousted Napoleon from the country and drove through Europe in the war of the Sixth Coalition[image: External link], finally entering Paris. Alexander I headed Russia's delegation at the Congress of Vienna[image: External link] that defined the map of post-Napoleonic Europe.

The officers of the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] brought ideas of liberalism back to Russia with them and attempted to curtail the tsar's powers during the abortive Decembrist revolt[image: External link] of 1825. At the end of the conservative reign of Nicolas I[image: External link] (1825–55), a zenith period of Russia's power and influence in Europe was disrupted by defeat in the Crimean War[image: External link]. Between 1847 and 1851, about one million people died of Asiatic cholera[image: External link].[74]

Nicholas's successor Alexander II[image: External link] (1855–81) enacted significant changes in the country, including the emancipation reform of 1861[image: External link]. These Great Reforms spurred industrialization and modernized the Russian army, which had successfully liberated Bulgaria from Ottoman rule in the 1877–78 Russo-Turkish War[image: External link].

The late 19th century saw the rise of various socialist movements in Russia. Alexander II was killed in 1881 by revolutionary terrorists, and the reign of his son Alexander III[image: External link] (1881–94) was less liberal but more peaceful. The last Russian Emperor, Nicholas II[image: External link] (1894–1917), was unable to prevent the events of the Russian Revolution of 1905[image: External link], triggered by the unsuccessful Russo-Japanese War[image: External link] and the demonstration incident known as Bloody Sunday[image: External link]. The uprising was put down, but the government was forced to concede major reforms (Russian Constitution of 1906[image: External link]), including granting the freedoms of speech[image: External link] and assembly[image: External link], the legalization of political parties, and the creation of an elected legislative body, the State Duma of the Russian Empire[image: External link]. The Stolypin agrarian reform[image: External link] led to a massive peasant migration and settlement into Siberia[image: External link]. More than four million settlers arrived in that region between 1906 and 1914.[75]
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Main articles: February Revolution[image: External link], Russian Provisional Government[image: External link], and Russian Republic[image: External link]


See also: Russian Constituent Assembly election, 1917[image: External link] and Russian Democratic Federative Republic[image: External link]


In 1914, Russia entered World War I[image: External link] in response to Austria-Hungary's declaration of war on Russia's ally Serbia, and fought across multiple fronts while isolated from its Triple Entente[image: External link] allies. In 1916, the Brusilov Offensive[image: External link] of the Russian Army almost completely destroyed the military of Austria-Hungary[image: External link]. However, the already-existing public distrust of the regime was deepened by the rising costs of war, high casualties[image: External link], and rumors of corruption and treason. All this formed the climate for the Russian Revolution[image: External link] of 1917, carried out in two major acts.

The February Revolution[image: External link] forced Nicholas II[image: External link] to abdicate; he and his family were imprisoned and later executed in Yekaterinburg[image: External link] during the Russian Civil War[image: External link]. The monarchy was replaced by a shaky coalition of political parties that declared itself the Provisional Government[image: External link]. On September 1 (14), 1917, upon a decree of the Provisional Government, the Russian Republic was proclaimed.[76] On January 6 (19), 1918, the Russian Constituent Assembly[image: External link] declared Russia a democratic federal republic (thus ratifying the Provisional Government's decision). The next day the Constituent Assembly was dissolved by the All-Russian Central Executive Committee[image: External link].
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Main articles: October Revolution[image: External link], Russian Civil War[image: External link], and White movement[image: External link]


See also: Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic[image: External link] and Russian Constitution of 1918[image: External link]


An alternative socialist establishment existed alongside, the Petrograd Soviet[image: External link], wielding power through the democratically elected councils of workers and peasants, called Soviets[image: External link]. The rule of the new authorities only aggravated the crisis in the country, instead of resolving it. Eventually, the October Revolution[image: External link], led by Bolshevik[image: External link] leader Vladimir Lenin[image: External link], overthrew the Provisional Government and gave full governing power to the Soviets, leading to the creation of the world's first socialist state[image: External link].

Following the October Revolution, a civil war[image: External link] broke out between the anti-Communist[image: External link] White movement[image: External link] and the new Soviet[image: External link] regime with its Red Army[image: External link]. Bolshevist Russia lost its Ukrainian, Polish, Baltic, and Finnish territories by signing the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk[image: External link] that concluded hostilities with the Central Powers[image: External link] of World War I. The Allied powers[image: External link] launched an unsuccessful military intervention[image: External link] in support of anti-Communist forces. In the meantime both the Bolsheviks and White movement carried out campaigns of deportations and executions against each other, known respectively as the Red Terror[image: External link] and White Terror[image: External link]. By the end of the civil war, Russia's economy and infrastructure were heavily damaged. Millions became White émigrés[image: External link],[77] and the Povolzhye famine[image: External link] of 1921 claimed up to 5 million victims.[78]
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Main articles: Soviet Union[image: External link] and History of the Soviet Union[image: External link]


See also: Treaty on the Creation of the USSR[image: External link]


The Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic[image: External link] (called Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic at the time), together with the Ukrainian[image: External link], Byelorussian[image: External link], and Transcaucasian Soviet Socialist Republics[image: External link], formed[image: External link] the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics[image: External link] (USSR), or Soviet Union, on December 30, 1922. Out of the 15 republics that would make up the USSR[image: External link], the largest in size and over half of the total USSR population was the Russian SFSR, which came to dominate the union for its entire 69-year history.

Following Lenin's[image: External link] death in 1924, a troika[image: External link] was designated to govern the Soviet Union. However, Joseph Stalin[image: External link], an elected General Secretary of the Communist Party[image: External link], managed to suppress all opposition groups within the party and consolidate power in his hands. Leon Trotsky[image: External link], the main proponent of world revolution[image: External link], was exiled from the Soviet Union in 1929, and Stalin's idea of Socialism in One Country[image: External link] became the primary line. The continued internal struggle in the Bolshevik party culminated in the Great Purge[image: External link], a period of mass repressions in 1937–38, during which hundreds of thousands of people were executed, including original party members[image: External link] and military leaders accused of coup d'état[image: External link] plots.[79]

Under Stalin's leadership, the government launched a planned economy[image: External link], industrialisation of the largely rural country, and collectivization[image: External link] of its agriculture. During this period of rapid economic and social change, millions of people were sent to penal labor camps[image: External link],[80] including many political convicts for their opposition to Stalin's rule; millions were deported and exiled[image: External link] to remote areas of the Soviet Union.[80] The transitional disorganisation of the country's agriculture, combined with the harsh state policies and a drought, led to the Soviet famine of 1932–1933[image: External link].[81] The Soviet Union, though with a heavy price, was transformed from a largely agrarian economy to a major industrial powerhouse in a short span of time.

Under the doctrine of state atheism[image: External link] in the Soviet Union, there was a "government-sponsored program of forced conversion to atheism[image: External link]" conducted by Communists.[82][83][84] The communist[image: External link] regime targeted religions based on State interests, and while most organized religions were never outlawed, religious property was confiscated, believers were harassed, and religion was ridiculed while atheism was propagated in schools.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1925 the government founded the League of Militant Atheists[image: External link] to intensify the persecution.[85] Accordingly, although personal expressions of religious faith were not explicitly banned, a strong sense of social stigma was imposed on them by the official structures and mass media and it was generally considered unacceptable for members of certain professions (teachers, state bureaucrats, soldiers) to be openly religious. As for the Russian Orthodox Church, Soviet authorities sought to control it and, in times of national crisis, to exploit it for the regime's own purposes; but their ultimate goal was to eliminate it. During the first five years of Soviet power, the Bolsheviks executed 28 Russian Orthodox bishops and over 1,200 Russian Orthodox priests. Many others were imprisoned or exiled. Believers were harassed and persecuted. Most seminaries were closed, and the publication of most religious material was prohibited. By 1941 only 500 churches remained open out of about 54,000 in existence prior to World War I.

The Appeasement[image: External link] policy of Great Britain and France towards Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s annexation of Austria[image: External link] and Czechoslovakia[image: External link] did not stem an increase in the power of Nazi Germany[image: External link] and initiated a threat of war to the Soviet Union.[citation needed[image: External link]] Around the same time, the Third Reich[image: External link] allied with the Empire of Japan[image: External link], a rival of the USSR in the Far East and an open enemy of the USSR in the Soviet–Japanese Border Wars[image: External link] in 1938–39.

In August 1939, after another failure of attempts to establish an anti-Nazi alliance with Britain and France,[citation needed[image: External link]] the Soviet government decided to improve relations with Germany by concluding the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact[image: External link], pledging non-aggression[image: External link] between the two countries and dividing Eastern Europe into their respective spheres of influence. While Hitler conquered Poland and France and other countries acted on a single front at the start of World War II[image: External link], the USSR was able to build up its military and claim some of the former territories of the Russian Empire, Western Ukraine, Hertza region[image: External link] and Northern Bukovina[image: External link] as a result of the Soviet invasion of Poland[image: External link], Winter War[image: External link], occupation of the Baltic states[image: External link] and Soviet occupation of Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina[image: External link].

On June 22, 1941, Nazi Germany broke the non-aggression treaty and invaded the Soviet Union with the largest and most powerful invasion force in human history,[86] opening the largest theater of World War II[image: External link]. Although the German army[image: External link] had considerable early success, their attack was halted in the Battle of Moscow[image: External link]. Subsequently, the Germans were dealt major defeats first at the Battle of Stalingrad[image: External link] in the winter of 1942–43,[87] and then in the Battle of Kursk[image: External link] in the summer of 1943. Another German failure was the Siege of Leningrad[image: External link], in which the city was fully blockaded on land between 1941 and 1944 by German and Finnish forces, and suffered starvation and more than a million deaths, but never surrendered.[88] Under Stalin's administration and the leadership of such commanders as Georgy Zhukov[image: External link] and Konstantin Rokossovsky[image: External link], Soviet forces took Eastern Europe in 1944–45 and captured Berlin[image: External link] in May 1945. In August 1945 the Soviet Army[image: External link] ousted the Japanese[image: External link] from China's Manchukuo[image: External link] and North Korea, contributing to the allied victory over Japan.

The 1941–45 period of World War II is known in Russia as the "Great Patriotic War[image: External link]". The Soviet Union together with the United States, the United Kingdom and China were considered as the Big Four[image: External link] of Allied powers in World War II [89] and later became the Four Policemen[image: External link] which was the foundation of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link].[90] During this war, which included many of the most lethal battle operations[image: External link] in human history, Soviet military and civilian deaths were 10.6 million and 15.9 million respectively,[91] accounting for about a third of all World War II casualties[image: External link]. The full demographic loss to the Soviet peoples was even greater.[92] The Soviet economy[image: External link] and infrastructure suffered massive devastation which caused the Soviet famine of 1946–47[image: External link][93] but the Soviet Union emerged as an acknowledged military superpower on the continent.

After the war, Eastern and Central Europe including East Germany[image: External link] and part of Austria was occupied by Red Army[image: External link] according to the Potsdam Conference[image: External link]. Dependent socialist governments were installed in the Eastern Bloc[image: External link] satellite states. Becoming the world's second nuclear weapons power[image: External link], the USSR established the Warsaw Pact[image: External link] alliance and entered into a struggle for global dominance, known as the Cold War[image: External link], with the United States and NATO[image: External link]. The Soviet Union supported revolutionary movements across the world, including the newly formed People's Republic of China, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea[image: External link] and, later on, the Republic of Cuba[image: External link]. Significant amounts of Soviet resources were allocated in aid[image: External link] to the other socialist states.[94]

After Stalin's death and a short period of collective rule[image: External link], the new leader Nikita Khrushchev[image: External link] denounced the cult of personality[image: External link] of Stalin and launched the policy of de-Stalinization[image: External link]. The penal labor system was reformed and many prisoners were released and rehabilitated (many of them posthumously).[95] The general easement of repressive policies became known later as the Khrushchev Thaw[image: External link]. At the same time, tensions with the United States heightened when the two rivals clashed over the deployment of the United States Jupiter missiles[image: External link] in Turkey and Soviet missiles in Cuba[image: External link].

In 1957, the Soviet Union[image: External link] launched the world's first artificial satellite[image: External link], Sputnik 1[image: External link], thus starting the Space Age[image: External link]. Russia's cosmonaut[image: External link] Yuri Gagarin[image: External link] became the first human to orbit the Earth, aboard the Vostok 1[image: External link] manned spacecraft on April 12, 1961[image: External link].

Following the ousting of Khrushchev in 1964, another period of collective rule[image: External link] ensued, until Leonid Brezhnev[image: External link] became the leader. The era of the 1970s and the early 1980s was designated later as the Era of Stagnation[image: External link], a period when economic growth slowed and social policies became static. The 1965 Kosygin reform[image: External link] aimed for partial decentralization[image: External link] of the Soviet economy[image: External link] and shifted the emphasis from heavy industry[image: External link] and weapons to light industry[image: External link] and consumer goods[image: External link] but was stifled by the conservative Communist leadership.

In 1979, after a Communist-led revolution in Afghanistan, Soviet forces entered[image: External link] that country. The occupation drained economic resources and dragged on without achieving meaningful political results. Ultimately, the Soviet Army was withdrawn from Afghanistan in 1989 due to international opposition, persistent anti-Soviet guerilla warfare, and a lack of support by Soviet citizens.

From 1985 onwards, the last Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link], who sought to enact liberal reforms in the Soviet system, introduced the policies of glasnost[image: External link] (openness) and perestroika[image: External link] (restructuring) in an attempt to end the period of economic stagnation[image: External link] and to democratise the government. This, however, led to the rise of strong nationalist and separatist movements. Prior to 1991, the Soviet economy was the second largest in the world,[97] but during its last years it was afflicted by shortages of goods in grocery stores, huge budget deficits, and explosive growth in the money supply leading to inflation.[98]

By 1991, economic and political turmoil began to boil over, as the Baltic republics chose to secede from the Soviet Union. On March 17, a referendum[image: External link] was held, in which the vast majority of participating citizens voted in favour of changing the Soviet Union into a renewed federation[image: External link]. In August 1991, a coup d'état attempt[image: External link] by members of Gorbachev's government, directed against Gorbachev and aimed at preserving the Soviet Union, instead led to the end of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. On December 25, 1991, the USSR was dissolved[image: External link] into 15 post-Soviet states[image: External link].
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 Russian Federation




Main articles: History of Russia (1992–present)[image: External link], Russia and the United Nations[image: External link], and 1993 Constitution of Russia[image: External link]


See also: Commonwealth of Independent States[image: External link], War of Laws[image: External link], and 1993 Russian constitutional crisis[image: External link]


In June 1991, Boris Yeltsin[image: External link] became the first directly elected President in Russian history when he was elected President of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, which became the independent Russian Federation in December of that year. During and after the disintegration of the Soviet Union, wide-ranging reforms including privatization[image: External link] and market and trade liberalization[image: External link] were undertaken,[99] including radical changes along the lines of "shock therapy[image: External link]" as recommended by the United States and the International Monetary Fund[image: External link].[100] All this resulted in a major economic crisis[image: External link], characterized by a 50% decline in both GDP and industrial output between 1990 and 1995.[99][101]

The privatization largely shifted control of enterprises from state agencies to individuals with inside connections in the government. Many of the newly rich moved billions in cash and assets outside of the country in an enormous capital flight[image: External link].[102] The depression of the economy led to the collapse of social services; the birth rate[image: External link] plummeted while the death rate[image: External link] skyrocketed.[103] Millions plunged into poverty, from a level of 1.5% in the late Soviet era to 39–49% by mid-1993.[104] The 1990s saw extreme corruption and lawlessness, the rise of criminal gangs and violent crime.[105]

The 1990s were plagued by armed conflicts in the North Caucasus[image: External link], both local ethnic skirmishes and separatist Islamist[image: External link] insurrections. From the time Chechen[image: External link] separatists declared independence in the early 1990s, an intermittent guerrilla war[image: External link] has been fought between the rebel groups and the Russian military. Terrorist attacks against civilians[image: External link] carried out by separatists, most notably the Moscow theater hostage crisis[image: External link] and Beslan school siege[image: External link], caused hundreds of deaths and drew worldwide attention.

Russia took up the responsibility for settling the USSR's external debts, even though its population made up just half of the population of the USSR at the time of its dissolution.[106] High budget deficits caused the 1998 Russian financial crisis[image: External link][107] and resulted in a further GDP decline.[99]

On December 31, 1999, President Yeltsin unexpectedly resigned, handing the post to the recently appointed Prime Minister, Vladimir Putin[image: External link], who then won the 2000 presidential election[image: External link]. Putin suppressed the Chechen insurgency[image: External link] although sporadic violence still occurs throughout the Northern Caucasus. High oil prices[image: External link] and the initially weak currency followed by increasing domestic demand, consumption, and investments has helped the economy grow for nine straight years, improving the standard of living and increasing Russia's influence on the world stage.[108] However, since the World economic crisis of 2008 and a subsequent drop in oil prices, Russia's economy has stagnated and poverty has again started to rise.[109] While many reforms made during the Putin presidency have been generally criticized by Western nations as undemocratic,[110] Putin's leadership over the return of order, stability, and progress has won him widespread admiration in Russia.[111]

On March 2, 2008, Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] was elected President of Russia while Putin became Prime Minister[image: External link]. Putin returned to the presidency following the 2012 presidential elections[image: External link], and Medvedev was appointed Prime Minister.

In 2014, after President Viktor Yanukovych[image: External link] of Ukraine[image: External link] fled as a result of a revolution[image: External link], Putin requested and received authorization from the Russian Parliament to deploy Russian troops to Ukraine[image: External link].[112][113][114][115][116] Following a Crimean referendum[image: External link] in which separation was favored by a large majority of voters, but not accepted internationally,[117][118][119][120][121][122] the Russian leadership announced the accession of Crimea into the Russian Federation. On March 27 the United Nations General Assembly voted in favor of a non-binding resolution opposing the Russian annexation of Crimea[image: External link] by a vote of 100 in favour, 11 against and 58 abstentions.[123]

In September 2015, Russia started military intervention[image: External link] in the Syrian Civil War, consisting of air strikes against militant groups of the Islamic State[image: External link], al-Nusra Front (al-Qaeda in the Levant)[image: External link], and the Army of Conquest[image: External link].
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Main article: Politics of Russia[image: External link]
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According to the Constitution of Russia[image: External link], the country is a federation and semi-presidential[image: External link] republic, wherein the President is the head of state[image: External link][124] and the Prime Minister[image: External link] is the head of government[image: External link]. The Russian Federation is fundamentally structured as a multi-party[image: External link] representative democracy[image: External link], with the federal government composed of three branches:


	Legislative: The bicameral[image: External link] Federal Assembly of Russia[image: External link], made up of the 450-member State Duma[image: External link] and the 166-member Federation Council[image: External link], adopts federal law[image: External link], declares war[image: External link], approves treaties, has the power of the purse[image: External link] and the power of impeachment[image: External link] of the President.

	Executive: The President[image: External link] is the Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces[image: External link], can veto legislative bills[image: External link] before they become law, and appoints the Government of Russia[image: External link] (Cabinet) and other officers, who administer and enforce federal laws and policies.

	
Judiciary[image: External link]: The Constitutional Court[image: External link], Supreme Court[image: External link] and lower federal courts, whose judges are appointed by the Federation Council on the recommendation of the President, interpret laws and can overturn laws they deem unconstitutional[image: External link].



The president is elected by popular vote for a six-year term (eligible for a second term, but not for a third consecutive term).[125] Ministries of the government are composed of the Premier and his deputies, ministers, and selected other individuals; all are appointed by the President on the recommendation of the Prime Minister (whereas the appointment of the latter requires the consent of the State Duma). Leading political parties in Russia include United Russia[image: External link], the Communist Party[image: External link], the Liberal Democratic Party[image: External link], and A Just Russia[image: External link]. In 2013, Russia was ranked as 122nd of 167 countries in the Democracy Index[image: External link], compiled by The Economist[image: External link] Intelligence Unit,[126] while the World Justice Project[image: External link] currently ranks Russia 80th of 99 countries surveyed in terms of rule of law.[127]
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Main article: Foreign relations of Russia[image: External link]


The Russian Federation is recognized in international law as a successor state[image: External link] of the former Soviet Union[image: External link].[32] Russia continues to implement the international commitments of the USSR, and has assumed the USSR's permanent seat in the UN Security Council[image: External link], membership in other international organisations, the rights and obligations under international treaties, and property and debts. Russia has a multifaceted foreign policy. As of 2009, it maintains diplomatic relations with 191 countries and has 144 embassies[image: External link]. The foreign policy is determined by the President and implemented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia[image: External link].[128]

As the successor to a former superpower, Russia's geopolitical status has often been debated, particularly in relation to unipolar and multipolar[image: External link] views on the global political system. While Russia is commonly accepted to be a great power[image: External link], in recent years it has been characterized by a number of world leaders,[129][130] scholars,[131] commentators and politicians[132] as a currently reinstating or potential superpower[image: External link].[133][ page needed[image: External link]][134][ better source needed[image: External link]][135]

As one of five permanent members of the UN Security Council, Russia plays a major role in maintaining international peace and security. The country participates in the Quartet on the Middle East[image: External link] and the Six-party talks[image: External link] with North Korea. Russia is a member of the G8[image: External link] industrialized nations, the Council of Europe[image: External link], OSCE[image: External link], and APEC[image: External link]. Russia usually takes a leading role in regional organisations such as the CIS[image: External link], EurAsEC[image: External link], CSTO[image: External link], and the SCO[image: External link].[136] Russia became the 39th member state of the Council of Europe in 1996.[137] In 1998, Russia ratified the European Convention on Human Rights[image: External link]. The legal basis for EU relations with Russia is the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, which came into force in 1997. The Agreement recalls the parties' shared respect for democracy and human rights, political and economic freedom and commitment to international peace and security.[138] In May 2003, the EU and Russia agreed to reinforce their cooperation on the basis of common values and shared interests.[139] Former President Vladimir Putin had advocated a strategic partnership with close integration in various dimensions including establishment of EU-Russia Common Spaces[image: External link].[140] Since the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Russia has developed a friendlier relationship with the United States[image: External link] and NATO[image: External link]. The NATO-Russia Council[image: External link] was established in 2002 to allow the United States, Russia and the 27 allies in NATO to work together as equal partners to pursue opportunities for joint collaboration.[141]

Russia maintains strong and positive relations with other BRIC countries[image: External link]. India is the largest customer of Russian military equipment and the two countries share extensive defense and strategic relations[image: External link].[142] In recent years, the country has strengthened bilateral ties especially with the People's Republic of China[image: External link] by signing the Treaty of Friendship[image: External link] as well as building the Trans-Siberian oil pipeline[image: External link] and gas pipeline from Siberia to China[image: External link].[143][144]

An important aspect of Russia's relations with the West is the criticism of Russia's political system and human rights[image: External link] management (including LGBT rights[image: External link], media freedom[image: External link], and reports about killed journalists[image: External link]) by Western governments, the mass media and the leading democracy and human rights watchdogs[image: External link]. In particular, such organisations as the Amnesty International[image: External link] and Human Rights Watch[image: External link] consider Russia to have not enough democratic attributes and to allow few political rights and civil liberties to its citizens.[145][146] Freedom House[image: External link], an international organisation funded by the United States, ranks Russia as "not free", citing "carefully engineered elections" and "absence" of debate.[147] Russian authorities dismiss these claims and especially criticise Freedom House. The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has called the 2006 Freedom in the World[image: External link] report "prefabricated", stating that the human rights issues have been turned into a political weapon in particular by the United States. The ministry also claims that such organisations as Freedom House and Human Rights Watch use the same scheme of voluntary extrapolation of "isolated facts that of course can be found in any country" into dominant tendencies.[148]
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Main article: Russian Armed Forces[image: External link]


The Russian military is divided into the Ground Forces[image: External link], Navy[image: External link], and Air Force[image: External link]. There are also three independent arms of service: Strategic Missile Troops[image: External link], Aerospace Defence Forces[image: External link], and the Airborne Troops[image: External link]. In 2006, the military had 1.037 million personnel on active duty.[149] It is mandatory for all male citizens aged 18–27 to be drafted[image: External link] for a year of service in Armed Forces.[108]

Russia has the largest stockpile of nuclear weapons[image: External link] in the world. It has the second largest fleet of ballistic missile submarines[image: External link] and is the only country apart from the United States with a modern strategic bomber[image: External link] force.[37][150] Russia's tank[image: External link] force is the largest in the world, its surface navy and air force are among the largest ones.

The country has a large and fully indigenous arms industry[image: External link], producing most of its own military equipment with only few types of weapons imported. Russia is one of the world's top supplier of arms, a spot it has held since 2001, accounting for around 30% of worldwide weapons sales[151] and exporting weapons to about 80 countries.[152] The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute[image: External link], SIPRI, found that Russia was the second biggest exporter of arms in 2010–14, increasing their exports by 37 per cent from the period 2005–2009. In 2010–14, Russia delivered weapons to 56 states and to rebel forces in eastern Ukraine.[153]

The Russian government's published 2014 military budget is about 2.49 trillion rubles[image: External link] (approximately US$69.3 billion), the third largest[image: External link] in the world behind the US and China. The official budget is set to rise to 3.03 trillion rubles (approximately US$83.7 billion) in 2015, and 3.36 trillion rubles (approximately US$93.9 billion) in 2016.[154] However, unofficial estimates put the budget significantly higher, for example the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute[image: External link] (SIPRI) 2013 Military Expenditure Database estimated Russia's military expenditure in 2012 at US$90.749 billion.[155] This estimate is an increase of more than US$18 billion on SIPRI's estimate of the Russian military budget for 2011 (US$71.9 billion).[156] As of 2014, Russia's military budget is higher than any other European nation.
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Main article: Subdivisions of Russia[image: External link]





	Federal subjects



According to the Constitution[image: External link], the country comprises eighty-five federal subjects[image: External link],[157] including the disputed Republic of Crimea and federal city[image: External link] of Sevastopol.[158] In 1993, when the Constitution was adopted, there were eighty-nine federal subjects listed, but later some of them were merged. These subjects have equal representation—two delegates each—in the Federation Council[image: External link].[159] However, they differ in the degree of autonomy they enjoy.


	46 oblasts[image: External link] (provinces): most common type of federal subjects, with locally elected governor and legislature.[160]


	22 republics[image: External link]: nominally autonomous; each is tasked with drafting its own constitution, direct-elected[160] head of republic[161] or a similar post, and parliament. Republics are allowed to establish their own official language alongside Russian but are represented by the federal government in international affairs. Republics are meant to be home to specific ethnic minorities.

	9 krais[image: External link] (territories): essentially the same as oblasts. The "territory" designation is historic, originally given to frontier regions and later also to the administrative divisions that comprised autonomous okrugs or autonomous oblasts.

	4 autonomous okrugs[image: External link] (autonomous districts): originally autonomous entities within oblasts and krais created for ethnic minorities, their status was elevated to that of federal subjects in the 1990s. With the exception of Chukotka Autonomous Okrug[image: External link], all autonomous okrugs are still administratively subordinated to a krai or an oblast of which they are a part.

	1 autonomous oblast[image: External link] (the Jewish Autonomous Oblast[image: External link]): historically, autonomous oblasts were administrative units subordinated to krais. In 1990, all of them except for the Jewish AO were elevated in status to that of a republic.

	3 federal cities[image: External link] (Moscow, Saint Petersburg[image: External link], and Sevastopol): major cities that function as separate regions.



Further information: Political status of Crimea and Sevastopol[image: External link] and 2014 Crimean crisis[image: External link]



	Federal districts



Federal subjects are grouped into eight federal districts[image: External link], each administered by an envoy appointed by the President of Russia.[162] Unlike the federal subjects, the federal districts are not a subnational level of government, but are a level of administration of the federal government. Federal districts' envoys serve as liaisons between the federal subjects and the federal government and are primarily responsible for overseeing the compliance of the federal subjects with the federal laws.
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Main article: Geography of Russia[image: External link]


See also: List of Russian explorers[image: External link]







Russia is the largest country in the world[image: External link]; its total area is 17,075,200 square kilometres (6,592,800 sq mi).[163][164] There are 23 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Russia[image: External link], 40 UNESCO biosphere reserves[image: External link],[165] 41 national parks[image: External link] and 101 nature reserves[image: External link]. It lies between latitudes 41°[image: External link] and 82° N[image: External link], and longitudes 19° E[image: External link] and 169° W[image: External link].

Russia's territorial expansion was achieved largely in the late 16th century under the Cossack Yermak Timofeyevich[image: External link] during the reign of Ivan the Terrible[image: External link], at a time when competing city-states in the western regions of Russia had banded together to form one country. Yermak mustered an army and pushed eastward where he conquered nearly all the lands once belonging to the Mongols[image: External link], defeating their ruler, Khan Kuchum[image: External link].[166]

Russia has a wide natural resource base, including major deposits of timber, petroleum, natural gas, coal, ores and other mineral resources.
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The two most widely separated points in Russia are about 8,000 km (4,971 mi) apart along a geodesic[image: External link] line. These points are: a 60 km (37 mi) long Vistula Spit[image: External link] the boundary with Poland separating the Gdańsk Bay[image: External link] from the Vistula Lagoon[image: External link] and the most southeastern point of the Kuril Islands[image: External link]. The points which are farthest separated in longitude[image: External link] are 6,600 km (4,101 mi) apart along a geodesic line. These points are: in the west, the same spit on the boundary with Poland, and in the east, the Big Diomede Island[image: External link]. The Russian Federation spans nine time zones[image: External link].

Most of Russia consists of vast stretches of plains that are predominantly steppe[image: External link] to the south and heavily forested to the north, with tundra[image: External link] along the northern coast. Russia possesses 10% of the world's arable land[image: External link].[167] Mountain ranges are found along the southern borders, such as the Caucasus[image: External link] (containing Mount Elbrus[image: External link], which at 5,642 m (18,510 ft) is the highest point in both Russia and Europe) and the Altai[image: External link] (containing Mount Belukha[image: External link], which at the 4,506 m (14,783 ft) is the highest point of Siberia outside of the Russian Far East[image: External link]); and in the eastern parts, such as the Verkhoyansk Range[image: External link] or the volcanoes of Kamchatka Peninsula[image: External link] (containing Klyuchevskaya Sopka[image: External link], which at the 4,750 m (15,584 ft) is the highest active volcano[image: External link] in Eurasia as well as the highest point of Asian Russia[image: External link]). The Ural Mountains[image: External link], rich in mineral resources, form a north-south range that divides Europe and Asia.

Russia has an extensive coastline of over 37,000 km (22,991 mi) along the Arctic and Pacific Oceans, as well as along the Baltic Sea[image: External link], Sea of Azov[image: External link], Black Sea[image: External link] and Caspian Sea[image: External link].[108] The Barents Sea[image: External link], White Sea[image: External link], Kara Sea[image: External link], Laptev Sea[image: External link], East Siberian Sea[image: External link], Chukchi Sea[image: External link], Bering Sea[image: External link], Sea of Okhotsk[image: External link], and the Sea of Japan[image: External link] are linked to Russia via the Arctic and Pacific. Russia's major islands and archipelagos include Novaya Zemlya[image: External link], the Franz Josef Land[image: External link], the Severnaya Zemlya[image: External link], the New Siberian Islands[image: External link], Wrangel Island[image: External link], the Kuril Islands[image: External link], and Sakhalin[image: External link]. The Diomede Islands[image: External link] (one controlled by Russia, the other by the United States) are just 3 km (1.9 mi) apart, and Kunashir Island[image: External link] is about 20 km (12.4 mi) from Hokkaido[image: External link], Japan.

Russia has thousands of rivers[image: External link] and inland bodies of water, providing it with one of the world's largest surface water resources. Its lakes contain approximately one-quarter of the world's liquid fresh water[image: External link].[168] The largest and most prominent of Russia's bodies of fresh water is Lake Baikal[image: External link], the world's deepest, purest, oldest and most capacious fresh water lake.[169] Baikal alone contains over one-fifth of the world's fresh surface water.[168] Other major lakes include Ladoga[image: External link] and Onega[image: External link], two of the largest lakes in Europe[image: External link]. Russia is second only to Brazil in volume of the total renewable water resources[image: External link]. Of the country's 100,000 rivers,[170] the Volga[image: External link] is the most famous, not only because it is the longest river in Europe[image: External link], but also because of its major role in Russian history.[108] The Siberian rivers Ob[image: External link], Yenisey[image: External link], Lena[image: External link] and Amur[image: External link] are among the longest rivers in the world[image: External link].
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