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  Welcome to VAULT




  The magic of the theatre often lies in its transience. There’s something special in the live event, in the shared space of bodies crammed into a room to witness a good story well told. Imagine that, multiplied by ten, and you’ve got the inarticulable atmosphere of VAULT Festival – dozens of stories unfolding in one moment to thousands of captive audience members. It is theatre at its most vibrant, its most immediate, its most live.




  Plays though – what makes them special is the way that they live on long after the stage goes dark. For writers, seeing their script published represents a permanent life for their work. It allows the stories they’ve dreamed up to reach out to people long after their run with us has ended. Publishing a script preserves, but it also reinvigorates – placing the story firmly into the imaginations of new readers and audience members and artists for years and years to come.




  This year, VAULT Festival is honoured to welcome one of its strongest contingents of new writing yet. The emerging artists that we work with are bursting at the seams with stories, ranging from elaborate escape plans to playful ruminations on the state of the world, from measuring the value of a single life to celebrating the warmth of a community.




  The writers and stories chosen here represent a small portion of the talent on offer from the VAULT Festival family. Our artists are teeming with love and intelligence and rage, they are brimming with urgency and voice and soul and ready to tear up the stage. As far as we’re concerned, they are the writers, makers and tellers of the future, and now, their stories are in your hands.




  As always, none of this would be possible without the unwavering support of Nick Hern Books. Their dedicated belief in our artists and consistent investment in their talent is essential to our work. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you.




  Gillian Greer, Head of Theatre and Performance




  VAULT Festival 2019










  








  For Adam, David, Gavin, Jack, Joe, Michael and Sergio










  




  Open was first performed at VAULT Festival, London, on 23 January 2019, with the following cast:




  Christopher Adams




  Timothy Allsop




  

    

      	

        Director


      



      	

        Will Maynard


      

    




    

      	

        Co-Designers


      



      	

        Ellie Tranter and Will Maynard


      

    




    

      	

        Lighting Designer


      



      	

        Matthew Carnazza


      

    




    

      	

        Sound Content


      



      	

        Matt Eaton


      

    




    

      	

        Stage Manager


      



      	

        Charlotte Brown


      

    




    

      	

        Producers


      



      	

        Chris Davis and Sam Luffman


      

    




    

      	

        PR


      



      	

        Stephen Laughton


      

    


  




  A Full Disclosure Production in association with Weighed In and Turn of Phrase. The production acknowledges development support from Live Drafts at the Yard Theatre, Hackney Wick.




  The writers wish to thank: James Sobol Kelly, Augustina Seymour, Becky Wright, and the members of Playdate.










  




  A Note on the Text




  The text in the far-left column is spoken by Tim; the text in the middle column is spoken by Chris. Text in the right columns is spoken by a member of the audience or delivered in recorded voiceover.










  




  Scene One




  I’m Tim




  

    And I’m his husband Chris


  




  We’ve been together




  

    Nine years


  




  During that time




  Chris has slept with




  

    Sixty-four people


  




  He knows this




  Because Chris keeps a list




  He records a name




  (If he knows it)




  Age




  Nationality




  Profession




  (He always knows what they do)




  Any interesting facts




  

    Number Thirty-Two applied unsuccessfully




    To be on Great British Bake-Off


  




  And whether




  During their encounter




  They fucked him




  Or he fucked them




  

    Tim




    On the other hand




    Does not keep a list




    He has never kept a list




    Partly because before he met me




    He had already slept with




    Forty to fifty men




    He can sometimes recall names




    He never thinks about position




    Because he’s almost always a top


  




  The oldest person Chris has slept with is forty-five




  The youngest is nineteen




  

    Tim claims he has never slept with anyone




    Over the age of thirty-five


  




  This is Open




  

    A tale about two guys


  




  One British




  

    One American


  




  One an actor




  

    One a writer


  




  (Oh no)




  

    (No)


  




  (We don’t work together often)




  

    (Probably wouldn’t end well)




    (Orton and Halliwell?)


  




  (Whack whack)




  

    This is a story about




    How we fell in love




    Got civilly partnered


  




  Then married




  

    Pledged our commitment




    To one another


  




  All the while sleeping with




  Collectively




  About one hundred and thirty people




  It’s a story about




  

    Sex


  




  It’s definitely a story about sex




  

    It’s also a story about


  




  Trust and respect




  

    Communication and commitment


  




  As well as




  Truth




  

    And lies


  




  We’ll start with some truth










  




  Scene Two




  This is the first record we have




  Of our relationship




  CHRIS has a member of the audience read the following aloud:




  

    Would you mind reading this aloud?


  




  

    Wednesday October 21




    2009




    At 11:54 p.m.




    IKEA_lampshade




    you have a new message from




    Timothy333




    To read it




    Click the following link




    Remember that you




    Can only use the contact form




    If you’ve purchased a subscription


  




  Chris debated for




  Twenty-seven hours and six minutes




  About what to do
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