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In "The Complete Works of Thorstein Veblen," readers are presented with a comprehensive compilation of the seminal thought of an economist and social critic whose ideas laid the groundwork for institutional economics. Veblen's literary style is characterized by sharp wit and a critical tone, employing satire and keen observation to dissect the social dynamics and economic behaviors of his time. His major works delve into concepts such as conspicuous consumption, the leisure class, and the critique of capitalism, reflecting the socio-economic conditions of early 20th-century America. The collection offers invaluable insights into the interplay of culture and economics, challenging the reader to reconsider the traditional narratives of wealth and power. Thorstein Veblen was born into a Norwegian immigrant family in 1857, and his formative years amid the struggles of the working class profoundly influenced his perspectives. Educated at prestigious institutions, including Johns Hopkins University, Veblen's experiences in academia and his engagements with contemporary social movements informed his critiques of capitalism. His background and keen intellectual curiosity drove him to question the status quo, making him a pivotal figure in the development of economic sociology. This collection is highly recommended for students, scholars, and anyone interested in the evolution of economic thought. Veblen's incisive analyses remain strikingly relevant, offering a critical lens through which to examine modern consumer culture and its implications. Engaging with his complete works not only enriches one's understanding of economics but also fosters a deeper awareness of social dynamics that continue to shape our world today. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "Fifty Years in Wall Street," Henry Clews provides a riveting exploration of the American financial landscape, drawn from his extensive career on Wall Street. With a blend of personal anecdotes and astute analysis, Clews delves into the evolution of financial practices and the complexities of economic phenomena over five decades. His literary style is both accessible and instructive, allowing readers to grasp the intricacies of capital markets while engaging them with vivid storytelling. Set against the backdrop of significant historical events, Clews' narrative reflects the tumultuous nature of the stock market, revealing the psychological and social factors that drive investment behavior. Henry Clews was not only an influential banker and financial writer but also an established commentator on the economic trends of his time. Having witnessed the rise and fall of fortunes, the impact of wars, and the emergence of new financial instruments, Clews brings a wealth of experience and insight to his writing. His position within Wall Street during pivotal moments in American history, such as the Panic of 1907, informed his perspectives on risk and capitalism, making his work invaluable for understanding contemporary finance. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in finance, economics, or the historical underpinnings of the stock market. Clews' thorough analysis and compelling narratives provide crucial lessons, making it a must-read for aspiring investors and anyone passionate about the intricacies of Wall Street's past and future.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection - 22 Children's Books With Complete Original Illustrations



Potter, Beatrix

8596547809128

420

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    Arguing that the modern machine process advances most forcefully when it is harnessed by institutions of command, this book presents the rise of Germany’s industrial power as a case of industry and authority shaping one another, exposing how technology, discipline, and national ambition converge to organize production, mobilize labor and capital, and reposition a state within a competitive world system, while also carrying forward older social forms that channel energy toward strategic ends and, at times, toward conflict.

Imperial Germany and the Industrial Revolution is a work of non-fiction by Thorstein Veblen, situated at the intersection of economic history and social analysis. First published in 1915, during the First World War, it examines the development of German industrial strength in relation to the broader European transformation associated with the Industrial Revolution. The study focuses on Imperial Germany in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, setting its institutions against the backdrop of international competition. Its publication in wartime gives the analysis a pressing context, yet the scope is historical, comparative, and attentive to long-run structural change.

The book’s premise is that industrial development cannot be understood in isolation from the social and political arrangements that frame it. Readers encounter a comparative inquiry that scrutinizes how Germany organized production, trained expertise, and aligned economic activity with national purpose. Veblen’s voice is analytical and often coolly exacting, with a style that favors cumulative argument over anecdote. The mood is searching rather than celebratory, mapping tendencies and constraints rather than offering simple moral judgments. The experience is that of a rigorous diagnosis: a study of how institutional design molds the pace, direction, and uses of industrial capacity.

Key themes include the tension between the impersonal logic of the machine age and the personal logic of dynastic and bureaucratic rule, the role of discipline and coordination in large-scale enterprise, and the ways national organization influences productivity and power. The analysis follows how inherited structures and modern techniques intersect, sometimes reinforcing each other, sometimes producing friction. It addresses the relationship between public administration and private industry, as well as the cultural narratives that legitimate efficiency, order, and sacrifice. Throughout, the book explores how economic modernization can be propelled by, and tethered to, political imperatives.

For contemporary readers, the study matters because it illuminates enduring questions about state capacity, industrial policy, and the strategic use of technology. It invites reflection on how societies balance innovation with control, specialization with citizenship, and productive scale with autonomy. The book raises issues that resonate with debates over national competitiveness, the organization of expertise, and the complex bonds between economic systems and geopolitical aims. It encourages readers to ask not only what industrial techniques achieve, but who directs them, toward which ends, and under what institutional constraints they are made to work.

While grounded in the early twentieth century, the work’s method—linking economic change to social structure—offers a durable lens. The wartime publication context underscores the urgency of its inquiry, but the arguments extend beyond immediate events, stressing patterns that take shape over decades. Readers should expect an exacting, concept-driven analysis rather than narrative history. The prose rewards patient attention, especially where it traces how organization, training, and policy shape industrial outcomes. Without relying on dramatic set pieces, it builds a layered account that helps clarify how national frameworks condition both the promise and the perils of modern industry.

Approached as a sustained reflection on power and production, this book offers a case study in how institutional choices configure economic life and international position. It will appeal to readers interested in political economy, European history, and the social foundations of technology. By situating Imperial Germany within the broader transformation of the Industrial Revolution, it shows how modern capacities emerge through deliberate design as much as through spontaneous market forces. The result is an introduction to a demanding, incisive work that sharpens questions still vital today about efficiency, authority, and the uses of industrial might.
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    Thorstein Veblen's Imperial Germany and the Industrial Revolution, published during World War I, examines how German imperial institutions interacted with the modern machine age. The book investigates why industrial development that began in Britain came to be efficiently organized in Germany, and how political structures shaped economic outcomes. Veblen adopts an institutional and comparative approach, tracing the rise of machine industry, the habits it fosters, and the statecraft that channels it. He sets out to distinguish technological requirements from business practices and national policy, seeking to explain Germany's industrial performance and its consequences for European power relations and the unfolding conflict.

The opening chapters locate the Industrial Revolution in Britain and describe the preconceptions formed under handicraft and early commercial capitalism. British liberal institutions, grounded in competitive markets, private property, and individual bargaining, suited an era when workmanship and small-scale enterprise predominated. These habits of thought encouraged commercial mobility, legal security, and a decentralized business order. Veblen argues that such arrangements, while historically effective, became misaligned with the standardized, interdependent routines of large-scale machine production. The narrative establishes the contrast between inherited British business norms and the emergent demands of industrial technology, setting a baseline for comparing later German organization and policy.

Veblen next defines the machine process as an impersonal, exacting order that compels standardization, coordination, and trained technical control. It prizes calculation, continuous flow, and the integration of many operations, reshaping labor discipline and managerial authority. The machine system, he maintains, generates new canons of efficiency that may conflict with pecuniary motives and older proprietary rights. This section underscores how industrial technology tends to favor experts, collective procedure, and organized knowledge. Such requirements prepare the ground for examining which national institutions more readily accommodate technical discipline, and how differing legal and educational frameworks influence the direction and speed of industrial advance.

Turning to Germany, the book traces a lineage from princely absolutism and the Junker order to a modern bureaucratic and military state. These institutions cultivated obedience, method, and centralized oversight, which in Veblen's account dovetailed with the routine of machine industry. The civil service tradition and compulsory schooling furnished a supply of disciplined labor and technically trained personnel. Administrative coordination, tax capacity, and police powers supported collective undertakings on a national scale. The narrative portrays this historical matrix not as a purely economic evolution, but as an interplay between inherited power structures and the technological imperatives of industrial production.

The analysis then examines concrete mechanisms of German industrial organization. Cartels, syndicates, and close relations between universal banks and firms enabled coordinated investment, standardized outputs, and price stability. Technical education through universities and engineering schools supplied oversight for complex processes and quality control. Patent policy, tariffs, and transport regulation reinforced national planning and export strategy. Large enterprises integrated research laboratories, accounting systems, and disciplined shop practice. Veblen emphasizes how these arrangements facilitated economies of scale and rapid diffusion of methods, making German manufactures competitive abroad while sustaining a home market aligned with the requirements of heavy industry and chemicals.

The discussion extends to imperial policy and its economic bearings. Naval construction, colonial ventures, and protective duties are presented as instruments for securing materials, markets, and strategic position. The state drew upon industrial capacity for armaments and infrastructure, while social legislation and administrative supervision tempered labor unrest without surrendering central control. Nationalist education and official propaganda cultivated loyalty to dynastic aims. In this portrayal, the industrial system both benefited from and served the objectives of the imperial establishment, forming a coherent arrangement in which technical efficiency and power politics reinforced one another in preparation for rivalry with established commercial states.

Building on his broader distinction between industry and business, Veblen describes tensions between technological efficiency and pecuniary control. He uses the idea of restriction or sabotage to signal how prices and profits may be maintained by withholding capacity or shaping markets. In Britain, ownership and competitive finance accentuated such practices; in Germany, cartel policy and state oversight channeled them, aligning production with collective plans while subjugating it to strategic ends. The treatment covers credit organization, securities markets, and the timing of investment, linking these to fluctuations and to the steering of heavy industry toward priorities defined by authorities and large concerns.

The international chapters consider how German industrial organization altered the European balance. Efficient heavy industry, protected markets, and military preparedness challenged British commercial supremacy and provoked intensified rivalry. Veblen links the logic of the machine process to large coal and steel systems whose scale impels strategic competition over routes, raw materials, and credit. He interprets the war as a culmination of these pressures, without treating it as a purely economic determinism. The account also weighs prospects for durable peace, suggesting that institutional changes would be required to reconcile industrial interdependence with national sovereignty and to reduce conflicts arising from competitive statesmanship.

In closing, the book presents a general conclusion about the fit between institutions and the machine age. Germany's imperial order supplied administrative coherence and technical schooling that matched industrial requirements, yet it bound production to dynastic ambitions. Britain's older commercial habits proved less suited to large-scale coordination, despite pioneering the revolution in technology. Veblen projects that the future industrial order will hinge on aligning business control, public policy, and expert management with the exigencies of the machine process. He points to reconstruction as an institutional problem, where peace and prosperity depend on reshaping national frameworks to meet the discipline of modern industry.
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    Thorstein Veblen’s study examines Germany from unification in 1871 to the eve and outbreak of World War I in 1914, with constant comparison to Britain’s earlier, laissez-faire industrialization. The geographic core is Prussia-led Imperial Germany, especially the Ruhr and Rhineland heavy-industry belt, Saxony’s textiles, and Berlin as administrative-financial center. The period aligns with the Second Industrial Revolution, when chemistry, steel, and electrical engineering transformed production. Britain’s Midlands and the City of London serve as counterpoints in Veblen’s argument about divergent institutional paths. Written in the United States and published in 1915, the book embeds contemporary wartime concerns within a longer historical anatomy of German statecraft and industry.

The Zollverein (1834) created a customs union that prefigured national integration and facilitated market growth and railway building in the 1840s–1860s. After victory in the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871), the new German Empire received a 5-billion-franc French indemnity, accelerating capital formation and industrial investment. Universal banks like Deutsche Bank (1870) and Dresdner Bank (1872) financed long-term industrial projects, including railroads and heavy industry. Veblen ties these developments to a state- and bank-mediated industrialization that contrasted with Britain’s earlier merchant-capital and decentralized credit tradition, arguing that Germany’s coordinated institutions gave it latecomer advantages in scale, technology, and export orientation.

Under Otto von Bismarck, the 1871 constitution fused dynastic authority with federal mechanisms, anchoring Prussian dominance through the Bundesrat and a restricted political sphere. Policies such as the Kulturkampf (1871–1878), the Anti-Socialist Laws (1878–1890), and protective tariffs in 1879 (“iron and rye”) aligned the Junker agrarians with heavy industry. From 1883 to 1889, pioneering social insurance laws institutionalized state oversight of labor. Veblen interprets these measures as the survival of a martial-feudal order within a modern industrial shell, asserting that protection, administrative discipline, and social policy were deployed to stabilize labor and channel the machine process toward national power rather than competitive market spontaneity.

The Second Industrial Revolution (c. 1870–1914) reshaped Germany’s economy through steel, chemicals, and electrical engineering. Firms such as Krupp (Essen) and Thyssen led steelmaking, while BASF (1865, Ludwigshafen), Bayer (1863), and Hoechst (1863) created a world-leading dyestuffs and chemical complex that by 1913 controlled the vast majority of global synthetic dye trade. Siemens (founded 1847) and AEG (1883; renamed 1887) electrified industry and urban life. Large cartels and syndicates—Rhenish-Westphalian Coal Syndicate (1893) and the Stahlwerksverband (1904)—rationalized output and prices under legal tolerance. By 1913, Germany’s steel output (roughly 17–18 million tons) surpassed Britain’s, and its coal production (about 277 million tons) neared British levels. Veblen reads this as evidence that organized, scientifically oriented production, backed by research laboratories and universal banks, yielded superior technical efficiency. Yet he argues that “business control” and cartel coordination subordinated the machine process to pecuniary strategy and national aggrandizement, embedding industrial technique within a hierarchical, command-driven order unlike Britain’s freer market evolution.

After 1897, Kaiser Wilhelm II’s Weltpolitik and Admiral Alfred von Tirpitz’s Naval Laws (1898, 1900; expansions 1906, 1908, 1912) launched a fleet program and intensified the Anglo-German naval race. The Kiel Canal, opened in 1895 and widened 1907–1914, facilitated rapid North Sea deployment. Crises in Morocco (1905–1906 Algeciras; 1911 Agadir) and German colonial ventures in Africa and the Pacific underscored imperial rivalry. By 1914 Britain fielded roughly 29 modern capital ships to Germany’s about 17–20. Veblen connects these facts to a thesis that Prusso-German militarism harnessed industrial technique and finance for dynastic prestige and power projection, putting administered capitalism on a collision course with Britain’s maritime-commercial supremacy.

The German labor movement grew rapidly with the Social Democratic Party (SPD), formed at Gotha in 1875 and programmatically refounded at Erfurt in 1891. Despite repression under the Anti-Socialist Laws, the SPD became the Reichstag’s largest party in 1912, winning about 34.8% of the vote. Strikes by miners in the Ruhr (notably in 1905) and metalworkers in the 1910s reflected tensions over wages, hours, and shop-floor authority. Bismarck’s social insurance (1883–1889) and the enduring Prussian three-class franchise sought to contain and channel mass politics. Veblen treats these developments as institutional strategies to discipline labor and protect business-military priorities while extracting the productivity of the machine process.

The July Crisis of 1914—following the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand on 28 June—escalated through the German “blank check” to Austria-Hungary (5 July), ultimatums in late July, and mobilizations at month’s end. Germany’s war plan, derived from Count Alfred von Schlieffen’s 1905–1906 memorandum, entailed invading Belgium, prompting Britain’s declaration of war on 4 August 1914. Veblen published his book in 1915 to interpret the war as the culmination of an institutional logic: industrial coordination, finance, and administrative discipline were fused to a predatory state purpose. He uses these events to argue that Germany’s modern technique was bent to archaic power politics, intensifying systemic rivalries with Britain and France.

The book functions as a trenchant social and political critique, contending that Germany’s remarkable technical efficiency was captured by a dynastic-military regime and by cartelized business interests. Veblen exposes how protective tariffs, universal banking, and bureaucratic schooling optimized output while subordinating workers through discipline and selective welfare. He criticizes Britain as well, for absentee ownership and pecuniary control, but sees German administered capitalism as more coherently militarized. Class divides persist beneath national unity, and imperial policy channels surplus into armaments and prestige. The analysis indicts an era in which industrial technique serves status and coercion rather than community welfare, culminating in competitive armament and war.
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Some apology may seem due on offering at this season so unwarlike a study as what here follows on the case of Imperial Germany and its place in modern civilisation. The essay was projected before the current war came on, though the complexion of subsequent events has also doubtless had its effect on the particular direction taken by the argument at more than one point in the inquiry. The inquiry in hand, therefore, is concerned neither with the controverted merits of the international quarrel nor with the comparative force and probable success of either belligerent. Its aim is the less polemical one of a comparison and correlation between the German case on the one hand and the English-speaking peoples on the other hand, considered as two distinct and somewhat divergent lines of the cultural development in modern times; and the ground on which the inquiry runs is that afforded by the economic, chiefly the industrial, circumstances that have shaped the outcome in either case.

It aims to account for Germany’s industrial advance and high efficiency by natural causes, without drawing on the logic of manifest destiny, Providential nepotism, national genius, and the like. It is believed to be the first attempt yet made at an explanation, as distinct from description or eulogy, of this episode in modern economic history; unless Professor Sombart’s Deutsche Volkswirtschaft im XIX. Jahrhundert may be so regarded. Apart from Professor Sombart’s study of this period, it is believed, nothing of consequence has appeared in the way of a theoretical inquiry into this Imperial era and the run of its industrial affairs, although many scholarly and workmanlike studies have presented the run of the facts from one point of view and another.

There is of course no intention here to impart information on the history of this period, whether political or economic; and the historical information made use of as material for argument is of the commonplace kind familiar by common notoriety or from the standard manuals accessible to all readers. Anything like a comprehensive citation of sources and authorities has accordingly been dispensed with, though citations and references covering given points have been brought in where special occasion appeared to call for it. The argument runs between the lines of the histories, as conventionally written, and does not lean on recondite material or niceties of detail.

To English readers, it is true, the chapter on the Old Order may appear in part to rest on recondite information. The argument bearing on this topic presumes a degree of familiarity with the archćology of the Baltic region, together with a fairly exhaustive first-hand acquaintance with what there is extant of literary remains in the Old Icelandic. It is not a matter in which the reader would be much helped out by a citation of sources; nor would a detailed enumeration of documents and textual passages appear to serve any useful end even in the hands of a specialist in this province of erudition, since the purpose for which this material is here used is such as would be served by nothing short of a somewhat protracted and inclusive familiarity with the entire range of literature in question. The early culture of the Germanic peoples, and of their pre-German forebears, that so comes in sight in these archćological and literary antiquities, is made use of as a term of contrast against which to exhibit the characteristic traits of the modern era, and as showing the cultural point of departure of these peoples, toward which any drift of reversion in their case will necessarily set.

It may also appear that a larger attention has been given to the case of the English-speaking community than would seem warranted by the caption of the title-page. Here, again, the need of a term of comparison has been allowed to decide, as well as the fact that, in the industrial respect, the current German situation is a derivative of the English and an outcome of the past development of the industrial arts as worked out in Great Britain. Some attention has therefore necessarily been given to this past development of industry and its consequences in the British community.

March 1915
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Among men who have no articulate acquaintance with matters of ethnology it is usual to speak of the several nations of Europe as distinct races. Even official documents and painstaking historians are not free from this confusion of ideas.

In this colloquial use “race” is not conceived to be precisely synonymous with “nation,” nor with “people”; although it would often be a difficult matter to make out from the context just what distinctive meaning is attached to one or another of these terms. They are used loosely and suggestively, and for many purposes they may doubtless be so used without compromise or confusion to the argument; so that it might seem the part of reason to take them as they come, with allowance for such margin of error as necessarily attaches to their colloquial use, and without taking thought of a closer definition or a more discriminate use than what contents those who so find these terms convenient for use in all their colloquial ambiguity.

But through all the current ambiguity in the use of these terms, and of others that serve as their virtual equivalents, there runs a certain consistent difference of connotation, such as to work confusion in much of the argument in which they are employed. Whatever else it may be taken to con-vey, “race” always implies a solidarity of inheritance within the group so designated; it always implies that the complement of hereditary traits is substantially the same for all the individuals comprised in the group. “Race” is a biological concept, and wherever it is applied it signifies common descent of the group from an ancestry possessed of a given specific type and transmitting the traits that mark this type, intact to all members of the group so designated. The other terms, that are currently used as interchangeable with “race,” as, e.g., “nation” or “people,” do not necessarily imply such a biological solidarity of the group to which they are applied; although the notion of a common descent is doubtless frequently present in a loose way in the mind of those who so use them.

In this colloquial use of terms, when the distinction between these several peoples or alleged races is not allowed to rest quite uncritically on a demarkation of national frontiers, the distinguishing mark to which recourse is usually had is the community of language. So it comes about that habituation to a given type of speech has come to do duty as a conventional mark of racial derivation. A certain (virtual) uniformity of habit is taken to mean a uniformity of hereditary endowment. And many historians and publicists who discuss these matters have been led into far-reaching generalisations touching hereditary characteristics of temperament, intelligence and physique, in cases where there is in fact ground for nothing more substantial than a discriminating comparison between divergent schemes of use and wont. Such differences of use and wont as mark off one people from another may be a sufficiently consequential matter, of course; but their reach and effect are after all of quite another character, and have quite another place and bearing in the cultural growth, than differences of racial type.

The scheme of institutions in force in any given community - as exemplified, e.g., by the language - being of the nature of habit, is necessarily unstable and will necessarily vary incontinently with the passage of time, though it may be in a consistent manner; whereas the type of any given racial stock is stable, and the hereditary traits of spiritual and physical endowment that mark the type are a matter of indefeasible biological heritage, invariable throughout the life-history of the race. A meticulous discrimination between the two concepts - of habit and heredity - is the beginning of wisdom in all inquiry into human behavior; and confusion of the two is accountable for much of the polemical animus, and not a little recrimination, in recent and current writing on historical, political and economic matters. And, of course, the larger the burden of chauvinism carried by the discussion the more spectacular and sweeping has been its output of systematic blunders.

If an inquiry into the case of Germany is to profit the ends of theoretical generalisation bearing on the study of human institutions, their nature and causes, it is necessary to discriminate between those factors in the case that are of a stable and enduring character and those that are variable, and at the same time it is necessary to take thought of what factors are peculiar to the case of the German people and what others are common to them and to their neighbors with whom their case will necessarily be compared. It hap-pens that these two lines of discrimination in great part coincide. In respect of the stable characteristics of race heredity the German people do not differ in any sensible or consistent manner from the neighboring peoples; whereas in the character of their past habituation - in their cultural scheme - as well as in respect of the circumstances to which they have latterly been exposed, their case is at least in some degree peculiar. It is in the matter of received habits of thought - use and wont - and in the conditions that have further shaped their scheme of use and wont in the recent past, that the population of this country differs from the population of Europe at large.



  In view of the prevalent confusion or ignorance on this head among the historians and publicists who have been dealing with these matters, it seems necessary, even at the cost of some tedium, to recite certain notorious facts bearing on the racial complexion of the German people. In so far as may bear on the question of race for the German people taken as a whole, these facts are no longer in controversy. Students of European race questions still are, and no doubt long will be, engaged on many difficult problems of local displacement, migration and infiltration of racial elements, even within the frontiers of the Fatherland; but for the purpose in hand recourse need scarcely be had to any of these matters of recondite detail. Even if more might be convenient, nothing is required for present use beyond those general features of the case on which a secure consensus has already been reached.

It is only in so far as we can make shift to conceive that the linguistic frontiers coincide in some passable way with the political frontiers of German dominion that we can make use of the name as it is currently employed in historical, polemical and patriotic writing, without phrase or abatement. Taking the name, then, as loosely designating the Empire with its German-speaking population - das deutsche Volk - and overlooking any discrepancies in so doing, the aggregate so designated is in no defensible sense to be spoken of as a distinct race, even after all allowance has been made for intrusive elements in the population, such as the Jews or the Germanised Poles and Danes. The German people is not a distinct race either as against the non-German population of Europe or within itself. In both of these respects the case of this population is not materially different from that of any other national population in Europe. These facts are notorious.

Like the populations of the neighboring countries, the German population, too, is thoroughly and universally hybrid; and the hybrid mixture that goes to make up the German people is compounded out of the same racial elements that enter into the composition of the European population at large. Its hybrid character is perhaps more pronounced than is the case in the countries lying farther south, but the difference in degree of hybridisation as between the Germans and their southern neighbors is not a serious one. On the other hand the case of the Germans is in this respect virtually identical with that of the peoples lying immediately to the east and west.1

In point of race the population of south Germany is substantially identical with that of northern France or the neighboring parts of Belgium; while in the same respect the population of north Germany has substantially the same composition as that of Holland and Denmark on the west and of western Russia on the east; and, taking the Fatherland as a whole, its population is in point of race substantially identical with that of the British Isles. The variations in local detail within this broad belt of mixed populations are appreciable, no doubt, but they are after all of much the same character in one country as in another, and taken one with another they run to much the same effect both east, west and middle. When taken in the large there is, in other words, no sensible difference of race between the English, Dutch, Germans and the Slavs of Great Russia.

In the current expositions of national merit and notability, when a pure-bred German, Germanic or Anglo-Saxon race is spoken for, the context presently brings into view that what is present in the eulogist’s conception, if anything in the way of a definite biological category, is the dolicho-blond[1]. Now it happens, unfortunately for the invidious insistence on purity of race, that this particular racial stock is less frequently to be found unmixed than either of the other two with which it is associated. It is, indeed, quite safe to affirm that there is no community extant, great or small, that is made up even approximately of pure-bred blonds to the exclusion of other racial elements.

One may even safely go further and assert that there is not by any chance an individual to be found in the population of Europe who, in point of pedigree, is of unmixed blond extraction. Nor is there any reasonable chance, nor any evidence available, that a community of pure-bred blonds ever has existed in any part of Europe. And the like assertion may be made, with but a slightly less degree of assurance, as regards pure-bred specimens of the other main European races.

The variation in race characters is very appreciable within each of these national populations; in the German case being quite pronounced between north and south. Whereas the differences which go to make the distinction between these nationalities taken as aggregates are of an institutional kind - differences in acquired traits not transmissible by inheritance, substantially differences of habituation. On this side, however, the divergences between one nationality and another may be large, and they are commonly of a systematic character; so that while no divergence of racial type may be alleged, the divergence in the cultural type may yet be serious enough.

The hybrid composition of these peoples affects their character in yet another bearing, which is of grave consequence in the growth of culture, at the same time that it affects the fortunes of all the peoples of Europe in much the same fashion, though perhaps not in the same degree. By consequence of their hybrid composition the individual members of these nationalities vary more widely in respect of their native capacities and aptitudes than would be the case in any pure-bred people.2 So that these peoples each present a much larger diversity of personalities than would be found among them if they were not crossbred. On the physical side, in respect of such traits as can be measured and compared by mechanical methods, this great range and complexity of variations within each nationality is obvious enough, - in stature, color, mass and anatomical proportions. But it no less indubitably comprises also those (spiritual and intellectual) traits that are less amenable to anthropometrical statistics, at the same time that they are of greater consequence to the fortunes of the people among whom they are found. It is these psychological traits - spiritual and intellectual proclivities, capacities, aptitudes, sensibilities - that afford the raw material out of which any given scheme of civilisation is built up and on which its life-history and the sequence of its permutations run their course. It is, of course, a trite matter-of-course that no people can work out a scheme of culture that lies beyond or outside the range of its capacities; and it is likewise a matter-of-course that a nation whose population is gifted with many and various capacities is thereby better fitted to meet the exigencies that arise in the course of its life-history, and so will be in a position more promptly to respond to any call. A larger, fuller, more varied and more broadly balanced scheme of culture will, under tolerable circumstances, be found among such a people than in a community made up of individuals that breed true with close approximation to a single specific type.

Such a hybrid population will, of course, also have the faults of its qualities.

The divergence of temperament and proclivities will be as wide as that of its capacities and aptitudes; and the unrest that works out in a multiform ramification of achievements on the one side is likely to work out also in a profuse output of irritation and dissentient opinions, ideals and aspirations on the other side. For good or ill, such has been the congenital make-up of the Western peoples, and such, it may be called to mind, has also been the history of Western civilisation.

All the while it may as well be kept in mind that in this respect, as regards the range and multifarious character of their native endowment, these Western peoples are today what they once were in neolithic time. The range of variations in each and all is very appreciably wider than would be had within any pure-bred stock; but it is no wider, nor is it in any sensible degree different, among the hybrid gen-erations that inhabit these countries today than it once was among the similarly hybrid generations that carried this Western culture in that earlier time. This wide-ranging heritage is after all a neolithic heritage; and however multiform and picturesquely varied the cultural scheme of the Western peoples in later times may seem, the stream does not, after all, rise higher than its neolithic source. The population that makes up and carries forward this civilisation is, after all, endowed with the faults of its qualities, and they are the neolithic qualities.
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The state of civilisation and of the industrial arts into which the remote ancestry of the north-Europeans may be said to have been born was the earlier neolithic[2], - the earliest phase of the stone age of which there is certain evidence in northern Europe. The European palaeolithic does not come into the case, since it closed before the formation of that hybrid population out of which these later European peoples have sprung; besides which its traces are virtually wanting throughout the habitat in which this population of mixed race lived and moved and made good their survival. Even for Europe at large, it is held, there is no cultural continuity, and little if any racial continuity, between the palaeolithic and the neolithic. The neolithic is believed to have begun independently, so far as concerns its course in Europe, having come in as an intrusive culture, presumptively at the intrusion of the Mediterranean race into Europe, probably late in quaternary time; the earlier stages of the advance that led up to the European neolithic having been worked out outside the European area and before the bearers of the neolithic penetrated that quarter of the world.

It may therefore be said that this early neolithic state of the arts of life is in a way congenital to the north-European peoples. Whether such a statement will apply in the case of the Mediterranean race, which is held to have brought this culture into Europe, may be left an open question. It is of no immediate interest here. The like is true for the Alpine stock, which is held to have come in from the east, presumably from Asia, during the early neolithic, and which is likewise believed to have reached the neolithic stage before breaking into the European situation. Neither of these races, nor the two together, as they stood at the time of their intrusion into Europe, are to be reckoned the ancestors of the north-Europeans, in the sense of affording the ancestral type, whether physical or spiritual, of that north-European population that presently multiplies and continues to find a livelihood by help of the neolithic technology on the north-European seaboard.

Doubtless each of these races contributes its share to this ancestry; they are both present from the outset, or nearly so, in the mixed north-European population, and they have apparently always continued to account for at least one-half of the racial constitution of these peoples. But the ancestry of the north-Europeans can not be said properly to have come into effectual bearing [1q]until the dolicho-blond stock[3] is mixed with the other two, so as to give rise to the particular hybrid strain that has continuously occupied this region since neolithic times and has peopled north Europe with the nations now living. The racial history of these peoples is the history of a population of hybrids made up of the three stocks in conjunction, not of one and another of these racial types in severalty; it can therefore not fairly be said to take its beginning until the three racial factors requisite for its constitution came into conjunction.

The selective test of fitness to survive in the climatic region of the Baltic and North Sea under neolithic conditions, and to hold that habitat against all comers, was not applied to the three constituent stocks in severalty, and so was not a conclusive test of superior fitness in either one of the three taken by itself. The test, and the conclusion to be drawn from the experiment, applies solely to the composite population into which the three enter as essential constituents. Such is obviously the case, since in the course of selective breeding through several thousands of years no one of the three constituent types has displaced both or either of the other two in any part of the region in question, nor has any one of the racial types at any point displaced the hybrid offspring of the three. The most that can be said is that while the population has continued through this long interval of time to be a hybrid mixture, the character of the mixture has come to vary from one place to another in such a way that this composite population is more blond toward the north and more brunet toward the south, at the same time that, even with an equal initial chance, the dolicho-brunet (Mediterranean) counts for less both north and south, within this special climatic region, than either of the other two constituent stocks.

For a contrast that will enforce this line of argument illustrative instances may be drawn from almost any country lying within striking distance of this Baltic-North Sea tract[7]. The hybrid populations of this region have repeatedly, almost unremittingly, broken bounds and migrated in force into other countries and so have been mixed in by crossbreeding with these other peoples.

But in no case where the experiment has had time enough to be at all conclusive have they succeeded in making over the racial constitution of the peoples among whom they so have intruded, with such effect as in any instance to supplant the indigenous population and substitute their own racial composition for what they found at the time of their immigration; at least one of the racial factors that go to make up the northern hybrids - the dolicho-blond - has in all cases presently disappeared selectively from these outlying populations into which it so has been introduced; and the composite northern population has proved itself unfit in its composite character to live outside the Baltic-North Sea tract, at the same time that its constituents have proved unfit to hold this tract except in a composite.

Nor has any intrusive population of a different racial derivation, pure-bred or composite, succeeded in displacing the northern hybrids from this habitat, whether by mass movement or by infiltration, although that experiment has also been tried on a sufficient scale, - as, e.g., in the advance of the Finns (Lapps[6]) into the Baltic country, particularly on the northern and northeastern borders of this region that has by a process of selection been proved to belong to the blond-hybrid peoples. At least in the one instance of Finland, and less assuredly elsewhere toward the north and east, the onset of the intruders was so far successful as to have displaced the language of the earlier population; but in the long run the racial composition of the inhabitants has reverted substantially to what it was before the coming of the Finns, so that there is at present no appreciable racial difference between the two shores of the Baltic.3

The early Baltic culture is of interest, then, as showing the state of the arts of life to which the ancestry of substantially all the north-European peoples was originally accustomed; which might, indeed, be said to be congenital to these peoples. This culture runs somewhat of an even course, as near as the evidence permits it to be seen, over a long interval, - sufficiently long to have tested the fitness of the Baltic population for the manner of life which it offered, and at the same time sufficiently exposed to contact with other racial elements or aggregates outside to prove that the characteristic hybrid mixture of these Baltic peoples was better fitted than any competing population for life on that technological footing and under the geographical and climatic conditions in which they were placed. A summary recital of the characteristic features and salient events of this cultural period, so far as the evidence permits, will substantiate the claim.4

In general terms the Baltic stone age may be characterised as a relatively advanced savagery, placed in a geographic situation drawn on a relatively small scale, - a small-scale system of tillage and presently of mixed farming. It may perhaps as fairly be called a relatively low stage of barbarism; there need be no dispute about the alternative terms; they both are suggestive rather than technically competent descriptive terms. And the bronze age comes under the same loose designation, with the necessary caution that it is marked, on the whole, by an appearance of greater technological efficiency and a larger accumulation of wealth, - perhaps also a more settled habit of life.

The neolithic population appear, throughout the period and throughout their territory, to have lived in open settlements of no great size, scattered over the face of the land as the available soil for tillage and pasture might decide.

It is doubtful whether these settlements were grouped in villages or loosely dispersed by individual households over the open country. But in any case there is said to be no evidence of towns, or even of large villages,5 nor is there any trace of fortifications or any evidence of a preference for naturally defensible sites. Taken in conjunction with the relative scarcity of weapons, and the total absence - in the available evidence - of any form of defensive armor, this defenseless distribution of settlements conveys perhaps an unduly broad suggestion of a peaceable habit of life. Yet with all due caution of allowance for what the material does not, and perhaps can not, show, it is impossible to set aside the circumstantial evidence that the culture was character- istically a peaceable one. And it necessarily follows also, in the light of considerations already set out above, that the population will have been of a peaceable temper on the whole. The like conditions continue, and the circumstantial evidence runs on with a degree of consistency to the same effect, not only through the stone age but also through the succeeding period of bronze.
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