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Physical Characteristics of the Basset Fauve de Bretagne


(from the Fédération Cynologique Internationale breed standard)


Skull: Rather long with marked occipital protuberance.


Ears: Finely attached, in line with the eye, just reaching the end of the nose when drawn forward.


Eyes: Neither bulging nor set too deeply in the orbits, dark brown in color.
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Neck: Rather short and well muscled.


Nose: Black or dark brown. Well-open nostrils.


Muzzle: Slightly tapering rather than being perfectly rectangular.


Lips: Covering well the lower jaw but without excess.


Jaws/Teeth: The jaws and teeth are strong, meeting in a perfect and even scissors bite.


Forequarters: The limbs have good bone. Shoulder oblique and well set on the thorax. Elbow in the line with the body.


Coat: Very rough, harsh, rather short, never woolly or curly.


Color: Fawn colored, from golden wheaten to red brick in hue.


Chest: Deep and broad.


Back: Short for a Basset and broad.


Loin: Broad and muscular.


Tail: Carried slightly sickle-fashion, of medium length, large at the base, often bristly and well-tapered at the end. In action, the tail is carried above the top line and makes regular movements from side to side.


Height: Males and females: 32 cm minimum (12.6 in), 38 cm maximum (15.5 in) with a tolerance of 2 cm (0.8 in) for exceptional specimens.


Hindquarters: Well muscled. The limbs are well poised. Seen from behind, the rear limbs are parallel, neither close nor wide.


Feet: Compact with the toes tight together, arched and with solid nails. The pads are hard.


Abdomen: The underline rises only slightly towards the rear.
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The Basset Fauve de Bretagne is a keen hunting hound that brings a winning combination of intensity and charm to the field and home.
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ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT


As the breed’s name implies, the Basset Fauve de Bretagne’s origins lie on the northwestern coast of France, in Brittany. But this is a very old race, though its popularity appears to have declined in the late 19th century and was not truly rekindled until well into the 20th.


Before looking closely at the breed itself, we should begin by considering the time in France when hunting on horseback prevailed. For this, very large and courageous hounds were used in thinly populated areas. One of the breeds used was the Grand Fauve de Bretagne, whose quarry was primarily wolf and wild boar. In other areas of France, hunting was carried out using hounds such as the Chien D’Artois, Griffon Vendéen and Bleu de Gascoigne. Due to the terrain in which they worked, those hounds hunting in heavily wooded areas tended to be rough-coated, while those that hunted in more open areas generally had smooth coats.


The Breton race of men, and indeed the Breton language and traditions, resulted from a series of emigrations and colonizations from Wales, these having taken place towards the end of the fifth century. The country only acquired the name of Brittany when it was colonized by the Britons or Welsh. The previous population of Romanized Gauls was scattered and displaced by the ravages of pirates and barbarian tribes. It is highly probable that the settlers took with them their hunting dogs and, for several centuries, there was close contact between Brittany and Wales, so there was doubtless an exchange of hounds between them.


From these events one might well conclude that the rough-coated strains of hounds originated in Wales, but we should also bear in mind that the ancient Britons originated in Gaul. This means that the Britons’ animals were almost undoubtedly of Gallic origin, and indeed the native hounds of Gaul were actually rough-coated. So we can conclude that the rough hounds were actually taken from Gaul to Wales, and subsequently back across the water to Brittany.




GRIFFON FAUVE


One of the ancestors of the Basset Fauve, the Griffon Fauve de Bretagne, was a larger hound, used to track down predators that preyed on flocks of sheep. The Basset Fauve originally hunted game from rabbits to wild boar, usually in small packs of four.
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We know that François I (1515-1547) had a pack of Breton hounds with which he hunted regularly. These were Grands Fauves de Bretagne, which are sadly now extinct, but their blood runs on in the veins of the rough-coated Griffon and Basset hounds. The Grand Fauve, or Fawn Hound of Brittany, was a large hound standing 27.5–29.25 inches (70–74 cm) at the withers. It was introduced to the French court in about 1520 by Admiral d’Annebaulde, who had a pack of this breed at that time. In the pack was a hound called “Miraud,” who was recorded as having been used extensively at stud in the royal pack. However, as soon as the Breton influence was lost, the hounds of Brittany no longer retained their popularity at court.


It is important to bear in mind that until the French Revolution, only the aristocracy was allowed to keep hounds and to hunt. In general, this was done on horseback, so large hounds were needed. In 1789, aristocratic privileges were abolished, meaning that people other than aristocrats could keep hounds and hunt. However, they did not own horses, so the large hound breeds were useless to them. Thus, out of necessity, shorter-legged hounds, the various Bassets, were developed; these dogs can be described as “the true hounds of Egalité!”


The type of those original Breton hounds is preserved in what used to be known as “Breton Bassets.” In the early 1920s, Sir John Buchanan-Jardine saw a pack of these little Bassets being exhibited at a Paris show. He considered them charming little hounds, very level in size, type and color. Their color was a bright reddish fawn, with a little white on the chest in some cases. Two of the dogs showed white blazes down their faces. He considered them rather smaller than most Bassets, but nonetheless they looked active and hardy and had just the stamp to hunt game out of thick cover in rough country. These dogs also struck him as showing a very definite and distinct breed type of their own, slightly different from that of any other French strain.
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Fawn Hounds of Brittany, a now-extinct breed. The dog on the right is a pure-bred, while the others are Vendéen crosses.


Two Breton hound breeds still exist today. The Griffon Fauve is the larger of the two, standing 19–22 inches (48–56 cm), while the Basset Fauve is 12.6–15.5 inches (32–38 cm), but under the regulations of the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) there is a tolerance of a further 2 centimeters for top-quality dogs.




PURE-BRED PURPOSE


Given the vast range of the world’s 400 or so pure breeds of dog, it’s fair to say that domestic dogs are the most versatile animal in the kingdom. From the tiny 1-pound lap dog to the 200-pound guard dog, dogs have adapted to every need and whim of their human masters. Humans have selectively bred dogs to alter physical attributes like size, ability, color, leg length, mass and skull diameter in order to suit our own needs and fancies. Dogs serve humans not only as companions and guardians but also as hunters, exterminators, shepherds, rescuers, messengers, warriors, babysitters and more!
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Published in La Chasse Illustré (Hunting Illustrated) in 1894 was this picture of Bassets Fauves de retagne of the Monti de Rézé pack.


Quite how the Basset Fauve came to have been reduced in size is a matter for debate. It may be that, for breeding purposes, undersized specimens were selected from full-sized litters, but it may be that the smallest and slowest were selected for breeding over many generations. However it came about, there is no doubt that by the 19th century many hound packs in France were made up exclusively of Bassets Fauves.




EARLY FRENCH HOUND TYPES


In the 16th century, there were basically four types of hound in France: the white, known as “du Roi”; the gray, called “du St Louis”; the fawn, known as “de Bretagne” and also a black hound. It is believed that all the French hounds today stem from these four original types.





It has long been thought that by the close of World War II, both of these breeds had become virtually extinct. Just a few dedicated French breeders had the temerity to keep a few dogs during those difficult years, resulting in stock available upon which to base the breed’s re–creation. However, Mme. F. Corbeau of France’s Club du Fauve de Bretagne does not believe this to have been so. She claims that the breed continued to be popular with huntsmen in the west of France during the early years of the 20th century, which ties in with the fact that there were already some dogs of excellent type in the 1950s. Had the breed virtually died out, one could not have expected such a rapid revival in quality.
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Modern-day Griffons Fauves de Bretagne, true hunting hounds that are commonly seen in packs or groups.




FRENCH BREEDS ABROAD


Of the French scenthounds, best known outside its country of origin is the Basset Hound, but the two sizes of Basset Griffon Vendéen (Petit and Grand) have become more widely known in recent years. The Basset Fauve de Bretagne also has a dedicated band of followers. The Basset Bleu de Gascoigne is now making an appearance in other countries, including Britain, where some are incorporated in hunting packs and they are occasionally found in the show ring.





Although there are but few proven facts, it now seems possible that it was not until the 1970s that French huntsmen introduced new blood by way of the Basset Griffon Vendéen to improve hunting ability and the red Standard Wirehaired Dachshund to keep color.


The Griffon Fauve, used for hunting large game, is still very rare, and was not seen outside its homeland until reaching Sweden fairly recently. The Basset Fauve, easily capable of clearing fallen trees, hunts rabbit, hare and wild boar. While by no means a numerically strong breed, it has thrived successfully and is now known in several countries throughout the world.
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Illustration of Griffon Fauve de Bretagne Fanfare II, owned by M. H. de Lamandé and originally published in the French magazine L’Eleveur.


SIR JOHN BUCHANAN-JARDINE’S COMMENTS ON THE BREED IN 1937


Sadly, little has been written specifically about this wonderful little breed, probably because of its mixed fortunes in recent centuries. However, Sir John Buchanan-Jardine wrote about the breed in 1937, and I feel that the best service I can do the author is to directly quote that which he wrote:


“These charming little hounds of a most distinctive appearance are unfortunately not to be found in any great number in France at present, and those that one sees often show traces of crossing with the Griffon Vendéen. However, there are still a few regular breeders of them who carry on the strain in its purity…


“These Bassets give one the impression of greater activity and sharpness than any other type, partly perhaps from being rather shorter coupled and partly from their very alert expression of countenance. I believe them to be very useful hounds in the field, particularly in rough, steep or rocky country where other Bassets would be at a disadvantage, and I imagine the reason the breed has not gained more adherents is the fact that they are, like their ancestor the full-sized Breton hound, apt to be very riotous and hard to break; also the fact that in the point of music they hardly come up to other breeds. As the latter particular is one of the outstanding features of Bassets and one of the principal points that their admirers look for, perhaps their comparable lack of popularity may be largely traceable to this. Such as it is, however, the type is a very characteristic one and it seems rather a pity that it is to be met with in so few kennels to-day.”


THE BASSET FAUVE’S RE-CREATION


Although Mme. Corbeau’s views put a different perspective on things, it is generally believed that following World War II, the few remaining pure Bassets Fauves were crossed with Bassets Griffons Vendéens and red-colored Standard Wirehaired Dachshunds. The result was the re–creation of the smallest French hound, which, though lacking in stature, most certainly lacks nothing in ability or heart. This is a breed that thrives on work and has a reputation of being “excessivement meurtier,” which can be loosely translated to include the words “deadly, “murderous” and “blood-thirsty!” The Basset Fauve, like his cousin the Griffon Fauve, has always been noted for his enormous courage and first-rate scenting abilities.


In France, the breed’s recovery was relatively swift. Today many Basset Fauve owners use the breed for hunting purposes, as perhaps indicated by the motto of the French breed club’s motto, “Chasse d’aborde,” meaning “hunting first.” However, others are kept purely as companions around the home, and others as show dogs.


THE BREED IN BRITAIN AND BEYOND


By the closing years of the 19th century, many of the Basset breeds had begun to spread beyond France to neighboring countries, and the Basset Fauve was no exception. Indeed it had become fairly common in the Low Countries and in Denmark. It was no surprise that the breed made its way to the British Isles.




WORLD WINNER


At the World Dog Show in Verona, Italy in 1980, it was a Basset Fauve de Bretagne that had the great honor of winning Best in Show. Truly the breed has made rapid strides since its near-extinction by the close of the World War II.
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RARE IN THE USA


The Basset Fauve is a rare breed in the United States. While it is not recognized by the American Kennel Club, it can be registered with the organizations that cater to rare breeds. The breed is accepted by the American Rare Breed Association, the United Kennel Club and the Continental Kennel Club and can participate in shows and events sponsored by these organizations.
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Naika Des Vieilles Combes was the first Basset Fauve to arrive in Britain; this was in 1982. She arrived from France, where she was whelped in 1977. She produced a litter comprising two dogs and a bitch, and thus began the breed’s career in the UK. Two years later, Hercule Ter Elst came to Britain from Belgium and Fatima Pooh Corner from the Netherlands. Jolie Mogway of Pooh Corner was imported next, coming from the Netherlands in 1987. The author is happy to report that he imported these four Bassets Fauves, and their progeny firmly established the breed in Britain. Further imports to Britain followed during the 1990s, not only from the Netherlands and from France but also from Sweden. These importations thereby increased the bloodlines available, something that is so important when dealing with a relatively small gene pool.


In recent years, with the relaxation of quarantine laws for dogs coming into Britain, it has been easier for British breeders to import stock from Europe, which, if done wisely, can only be for the long-term benefit of the breed.


Happily, the breed did not increase in popularity too quickly in Britain, despite the fact that it was certainly noticed by the canine fraternity. Open Show societies sometimes provided classes for the Basset Fauve, and eventually the breed also was separately classified at Championship shows.


In 1991, the Basset Fauve breeders and owners formed a breed club to administer and supervise the affairs of the breed, with a committee elected to manage the club’s business. Regular meetings were held in the form of seminars, thus enabling more people, including aspiring judges, to learn more about the Basset Fauve de Bretagne.
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Examples of today’s winning Bassets Fauves: bitch on the left and dog on the right.


In Britain some Bassets Fauves are used to hunt in packs, similar to the way in which the Beagle is thus occupied. However, the majority in the UK are kept as family pets and as show dogs, although the breed is still classified as a “Rare Breed” and thus is not yet eligible for championship status. However, dedicated owners will always find opportunities to exhibit their beloved breed. At a recent Crufts show, 50 representatives of the breed were entered, definitely proving that the breed has come a long way from what many believe to have been near-extinction.




RISING REGISTRATIONS


In France, numbers of registrations for the Basset Fauve de Bretagne have risen considerably in recent decades. In 2002, there were 1060 new registrations, which remarkably equates to more than the combined registrations of Bassets Griffons Vendéens for that year. In Britain, the annual registration figures for the breed barely reach 100.
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The Basset Fauve de Bretagne is a great little dog, full of character and with an amiable personality. The breed is a sensible size, which means that it will fit in easily with most households, with food bills that will not be enormous. The Basset Fauve does not require a great deal of coat care, though general grooming is, of course, an important aspect of any dog’s management.


You may decide that this is just the breed for you, although you might just have difficulty finding one, as this is a rare breed and completely unknown in some countries. In those countries where there is more than a handful of Bassets Fauves being shown, there is likely to be a national breed club, the secretary of which will undoubtedly be pleased to give you sound advice and point you in the right direction to begin your search. Should you have difficulty locating a breed club, your country’s national kennel club or a registry that recognizes the breed should be able to help.


PERSONALITY


Although a quiet, affectionate dog, the Fauve is courageous and strong-willed. As such, determined training is necessary from an early age if you do not wish your dog to get the “upper hand.” When hunting, the breed is tenacious and vigorous. Because this is a very nimble breed, a Basset Fauve can be quicker than you think, so always be on the alert when exercising your dog off lead, only doing so in securely enclosed areas.


With his family, the Basset Fauve is highly affectionate and responsive. He gets along well with children, although introductions between children and dogs should always be done sensibly and supervised carefully, whatever the breed.




TRUE TO TYPE


It is likely that in its formative years the Basset Fauve de Bretagne was more terrier-like in general appearance. In the countries where the breed is known, it is becoming increasingly uniform in type, but height still varies somewhat. It is generally believed that the breed’s type, size and proportions are most uniform in France, but other countries are striving to equal this.
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The Basset Fauve is a short-legged, relatively long-bodied dog with a rough coat and handsome facial furnishings. As a hunting dog, he is right at home in the great outdoors.


Although a hound with a good nose, and bred to work with a pack, the Fauve usually gets along well with other pets. Once again, early socialization and careful initial introductions are a must.


Breeders of the Basset Fauve are determined to retain the sweet nature of this breed, which is lively, friendly and amenable. This is a wonderful little character that is cheerful, outgoing and lots of fun to be with!


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS


OVERALL BODY STRUCTURE


A fairly small, short-legged, rough-coated hound, the Basset Fauve de Bretagne is of a size and structure that will fit in with most households. Although relatively low to the ground, the breed is neither so low as the better-known Basset Hound nor so long in body.




RAISING PUPPY RIGHT


To help him fit well into his environment, socializing your Basset Fauve from an early age is important. Basic training can begin as early as eight weeks of age, paying special attention to interaction with adults, children and other dogs, although your Fauve is unlikely to show any aggression toward them. It is important that your Fauve knows that you are the boss. Obedience training, especially the recall exercise, should be taught early.
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THE HUNTING FAUVE


The Basset Fauve de Bretagne is a speedy, persistent hunter that is highly suited to its work in the hilly, rocky coastal regions of Brittany, where it hunts small game both by scent and by flushing its quarry. He is ideal for hunting in dense coverts or hedge banks. The breed is active, fast and alert, but lacks the sonorous music of other hounds. Two or three will give excellent sport, but they are not hounds for the novice or inexperienced huntsman, because they can be rather jealous, undisciplined and difficult to rally. Offset against this, they have tremendous courage, resistance and nose. This was shown by one pack’s winning the coveted Coupe de France Hunting Trials for two years running, in 1975 and 1976.





The Fauve’s chest is wide and deep, with a prominent sternum. Ribs are well rounded and carried well back. The topline should be level and the loin strong, while the hindquarters are strong and muscular, such a necessary trait for a hound that was bred to work. The stifles are well bent and the hocks well let down, with good angulation. The hind legs should turn neither in nor out, and when the dog is standing naturally, his legs are just under the body. The forelegs are straight and well boned, but a slight crook is acceptable. The pasterns are strong and the feet should not turn outward. The foot pads should be firm and hard, the nails short.


Constructed in this way, the Basset Fauve can move quickly, striding out well. In France the breed’s movement is described simply as “lively.”


As previously mentioned, the breed standard asks for a height at the withers of 12.6 – 15.5 in (32-38 cm), plus the FCI’s allowance of an additional 2 cm for top-quality dogs.


HEAD


The head is set on a rather short, muscular neck. Overall, the head is of medium length, with a moderately domed skull of fair width. The occipital point, at the back of the skull, should be well defined. The muzzle itself is also of medium length and just slightly arched, with a moderate stop between the eyes. Because this is a working hound, the underjaw should be strong. The nostrils should be wide open and the nose black, or otherwise very dark.


The eyes are slightly oval and must be neither too deep-set nor too prominent. In color they are dark or hazel, giving a lively expression. There should be no haw showing in this breed, which does not have the loose skin of the Basset Hound.


The jaws should be strong, and the Fauve has a standard canine bite called a “scissor bite,” meaning that the upper teeth closely overlap the lower ones. The teeth should of course be set square to the jaw, with no hint of a wry mouth.


EARS


Because this is a scenthound, the Basset Fauve’s ears hang down and extend to the nose when drawn forward, folding inwards and ending in a point. The ear set is level with the eye, and the ears themselves are covered with hair that is darker and softer than that on the body.


TAIL


The tail is high set, thick at the base and tapering to a point. When the dog is moving, the tail is carried like a sickle. When the tail is lowered, its length reaches slightly below the hock.




FAMILY DOG


Although the Basset Fauve is likely to announce the arrival of a stranger at your door, this is by no means a guard dog and should never be treated as such. Fauves like to have busy lives and be involved with family life in general. Understandably, the Basset Fauve can become unhappy if left alone for too-long time periods.
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The eyes are dark brown, with dark pigmentation of the eye rims, nose and lips, creating a striking contrast against the fawn-colored coat.
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The Basset Fauve’s head is set on a short, muscular neck and he has “scenthound ears,” hanging down and extending to the nose when drawn forward.
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The jaws must be strong with a scissor bite, meaning that the upper teeth closely overlap the lower teeth.


COAT AND COLOR


The Basset Fauve de Bretagne has a very harsh, dense, flat coat, which is never long or woolly. The FCI describes the coat in detail, saying that it should be “…dry to the touch, quite short, never woolly nor frizzy” and that the face should not be “tousled.”


Colors are fawn, gold-wheaten or red-wheaten. In France the latter two colors are considered the best shades. Although a white spot on the chest is not to be encouraged, this is permissible and can occur occasionally.
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Truly a pack hound, the Basset Fauve allows all kinds of dogs in his circle of friends. This Basset Fauve and his Boxer buddy pair up for a little exploring.




CRUCIATE LIGAMENT RUPTURE


The cruciate ligaments that cross each other in the stifle joint are important to maintain stability. Rupture of the cranial cruciate ligament is an injury that is more likely to affect larger breeds of dog, more especially those that are old or overweight.


Slight lameness can be improved with rest, but, in many cases, surgery is necessary. Sometimes the first sign of rupture is sudden, with the dog’s being in evident pain; in other cases, the lameness is intermittent, though gradually worsening with time. Many different surgical techniques are employed to stabilize the stifle, but all require careful post-operative care.
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