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MAD FOREST


On the plain where Bucharest now stands there used to be ‘a large forest crossed by small muddy streams … It could only be crossed on foot and was impenetrable for the foreigner who did not know the paths … The horsemen of the steppe were compelled to go round it, and this difficulty, which irked them so, is shown by the name … Teleorman – Mad Forest.’





A Concise History of Romania


Otetea and MacKenzie









I LUCIA’S WEDDING


The company recite, smiling, a poem in Romanian in praise of Elena Ceauşescu.


Stirring Romanian music.


Each scene is announced by one of the company reading from a phrasebook as if an English tourist, first in Romanian, then in English, and again in Romanian.


1. Lucia are patru ouǎ Lucia has four eggs.


Music continues. BOGDAN and IRINA VLADU sit in silence, smoking Romanian cigarettes.


BOGDAN turns up the music on the radio very loud. He sits looking at IRINA.


IRINA puts her head close to BOGDAN’s and talks quickly and quietly, to convince him.


He argues back, she insists, he gets angry. We can’t hear anything they say.


They stop talking and sit with the music blaring. BOGDAN is about to speak when FLORINA and LUCIA come in, laughing.


They stop laughing and look at BOGDAN and IRINA.


IRINA turns the radio down low.


LUCIA produces four eggs with a flourish. IRINA kisses her.


BOGDAN ignores her.




LUCIA produces a packet of American cigarettes.


FLORINA laughs.


LUCIA opens the cigarettes and offers them to IRINA. She hesitates, then puts out her cigarette and takes one. FLORINA takes one.


BOGDAN ignores them.


LUCIA offers a cigarette to BOGDAN, he shakes his head.


LUCIA takes a cigarette. They sit smoking.


BOGDAN finishes his cigarette. He sits without smoking. Then he takes a cigarette.


LUCIA and FLORINA laugh.


BOGDAN picks up an egg and breaks it on the floor.


IRINA gathers the other eggs to safety.


LUCIA and FLORINA keep still.


IRINA turns the radio up loud and is about to say something.


BOGDAN turns the radio completely off. IRINA ignores him and smokes.


FLORINA gets a cup and spoon and scrapes up what she can of the egg off the floor.


LUCIA keeps still.


2. Cine are un chibrit? Who has a match?


ANTONESCU family, noticeably better off than the VLADUS. MIHAI thinking and making notes, FLAVIA correcting exercise books, RADU drawing. They sit in silence for some time. When they talk they don’t look up from what they’re doing.






	MIHAI.


	He came today.












	FLAVIA.


	That’s exciting.












	RADU.


	Did he make you change it?












	MIHAI.


	He had a very interesting recommendation. The arch should be this much higher.












	RADU.


	And the columns?












	MIHAI.


	We will make an improvement to the spacing of the columns.












	FLAVIA.


	That sounds good.












	


	They go on working.












	


	The lights go out.












	


	
They are resigned, almost indifferent.














	


	RADU takes a match and lights a candle.












	


	They sit in candlelight in silence.












	RADU.


	I don’t see why.












	FLAVIA.


	We’ve said no.












	RADU.


	If I leave it a year or two till after the wedding, I / could –












	FLAVIA.


	No.












	RADU.


	It’s not her fault if her sister –












	MIHAI.


	The whole family. No. Out of the question.












	


	Pause.












	


	There are plenty of other girls, Radu.












	


	They sit in silence.












	


	The lights come on.












	


	FLAVIA blows out the candle and snuffs it with her fingers.












	


	
They all start reading again.














	RADU.


	So is that the third time he’s made you change it?












	


	MIHAI doesn’t reply. They go on working.








3. Ea are o scrisoare din Statele Unite. She has a letter from the United States.


LUCIA is reading an airmail letter, smiling. She kisses the letter. She puts it away. FLORINA comes in from work.






	LUCIA.


	Tired?












	


	Pause. FLORINA is taking off her shoes.












	


	I’m sorry.












	


	FLORINA smiles and shrugs.












	LUCIA.


	No but all of you … because of me and Wayne.












	FLORINA.


	You love him.












	


	
LUCIA takes out the letter and offers it to FLORINA.














	


	FLORINA hesitates. LUCIA insists.












	


	FLORINA reads the letter, she is serious. LUCIA watches her.












	


	FLORINA gives the letter back.












	LUCIA.


	And Radu? Have you seen him lately?












	


	FLORINA shrugs.








4. Elevii ascultǎ lectƫia. The pupils listen to the lesson.


FLAVIA speaks loudly and confidently to her pupils.






	FLAVIA.


	Today we are going to learn about a life dedicated to the happiness of the people and noble ideas of socialism.












	


	The new history of the motherland is like a great river with its fundamental starting point in the biography of our general secretary, the president of the republic, Comrade Nicolae Ceauşescu, and it flows through the open spaces of the important dates and problems of contemporary humanity. Because it’s evident to everybody that linked to the personality of this great son of the nation is everything in the country that is most durable and harmonious, the huge transformations taking place in all areas of activity, the ever more vigorous and ascendant path towards the highest stages of progress and civilisation. He is the founder of the country. More, he is the founder of man. For everything is being built for the sublime development of man and country, for their material and spiritual wellbeing.












	


	He started his revolutionary activity in the earliest years of his adolescence in conditions of danger and illegality, therefore his life and struggle cannot be detached from the most burning moments of the people’s fight against fascism and war to achieve the ideals of freedom and aspirations of justice and progress.














	


	We will learn the biography under four headings.












	


	1. village of his birth and prison












	


	2. revolution












	


	3. leadership












	


	4. the great personality of Comrade Nicolae Ceauşescu.








5. Cumpǎrǎm carne. We are buying meat.


RADU is in a queue of people with shopping bags. They stand a long time in silence.


Someone leaves a bag with a bottle in it to mark the place and goes.


They go on standing.


RADU whispers loudly.






	RADU.


	Down with Ceauşescu.












	


	The woman in front of him starts to look round, then pretends she hasn’t heard. The man behind pretends he hasn’t heard and casually steps slightly away from RADU.












	


	Two people towards the head of the queue look round and RADU looks round as if wondering who spoke. They go on queueing.








6. Doi oameni stau la soare. Two men are sitting in the sun.


BOGDAN and a SECURITATE MAN.


SECURITATE. Do you love your country?






	


	BOGDAN nods.












	


	And how do you show it?












	


	Pause.












	


	You love your country, how do you show it?














	


	BOGDAN is about to speak. He stops. He is about to speak.












	


	You encourage your daughter to marry an American.












	BOGDAN.


	No.








SECURITATE. She defies you?






	


	Silence.












	


	Your daughter was trained as a primary school teacher, she can no longer be employed. Romania has wasted resources that could have benefited a young woman with a sense of duty.












	


	Silence.












	


	I understand your wife works as a tram driver and has recently been transferred to a depot in the south of the city which doubles the time she has to travel to work. You are an electrician, you have been a foreman for some time but alas no longer. Your son is an engineer and is so far doing well. Your other daughter is a nurse. So far there is nothing against her except her sister.












	


	Pause.












	


	I’m sure you are eager to show that your family are patriots.












	


	Silence. BOGDAN looks away.












	


	When they know your daughter wants to marry an American, people may confide their own shameful secrets. They may mistakenly think you are someone who has sympathy with foreign regimes. Your other children may make undesirable friends who think you’re prepared to listen to what they say. They will be right. You will listen.












	


	Pause. BOGDAN is about to say something but doesn’t.












	


	What?












	


	Pause.












	


	Your colleagues will know you have been demoted and will wrongly suppose that you are short of money. As a patriot you may not have noticed how anyone out of favour attracts the friendship of irresponsible bitter people who feel slighted. Be friendly.












	


	Pause.












	


	What a beautiful day. What a beautiful country.












	


	Silence. BOGDAN looks at him.












	


	You will make a report once a week.








7. Ascultaƫi? Are you listening?


LUCIA and a DOCTOR. While they talk the DOCTOR writes on a piece of paper, pushes it over to LUCIA, who writes a reply, and he writes again.






	DOCTOR.


	You’re a slut. You’ve brought this on yourself. The only thing to be said in its favour is that one more child is one more worker.












	LUCIA.


	Yes, I realise that.












	DOCTOR.


	There is no abortion in Romania. I am shocked that you even think of it. I am appalled that you dare suggest I might commit this crime.












	LUCIA.


	Yes, I’m sorry.












	


	LUCIA gives the doctor an envelope thick with money and some more money.












	DOCTOR.


	Can you get married?












	LUCIA.


	Yes.












	DOCTOR.


	Good. Get married.












	


	The DOCTOR writes again, LUCIA nods.












	DOCTOR.


	I can do nothing for you. Goodbye.












	


	LUCIA smiles. She makes her face serious again.












	LUCIA.


	Goodbye.










8. Sticla cu vin este pe masǎ
The bottle of wine is on the table.


RADU, GABRIEL and IANOŞ with a bottle of wine. They are in public so they keep their voices down.






	IANOŞ.


	He died and went to heaven and St Peter says, God wants a word with you. So he goes in to see God and God says, ‘I hear you think you’re greater than me.’ And he says, ‘Yes, I am.’ And God says, ‘Right, who made the sun?’ ‘You did.’ ‘Who made the stars?’ ‘You did.’ ‘Who made the earth?’ ‘You did.’ ‘Who made all the people and all the animals and all the trees and all the / plants and –
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