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PREFACE


The FIFA World Cup is the United States’ final athletic frontier. Once the US wins the men’s World Cup, it will be There. We’ll get to that in a second. First, let’s discuss aspects of this book.


This List Is Essentially In Chronological Order


With a few exceptions, the top 100 players are listed in chronological order, by birthday, as much as possible. For example, the “unbreakable group” of Tab Ramos (1966), John Harkes (1967), and Tony Meola (1969) were placed together because they made such a big splash, emerging from the same area in New Jersey.


Make No Mistake: US Soccer Players Are Among The Best In The World


Sometimes people get things wrong. Like the assumption, for all these years, that US soccer players aren’t any good. Dead wrong. This book is to remind you that soccer greats—world soccer greats, that is—have existed and thrived on US soil.


I believe we could win the FIFA World Cup every time. Let’s get that out of the way, right now. My first book is called Why American Soccer Isn’t There Yet.


If you’re wondering why the guy who wrote Why American Soccer Isn’t There Yet is writing this, don’t worry, I’m already anticipating the complaints. But I promise it’s not a hate-fest. It’s a reality check. The US—the all-time Olympic giant—hasn’t won the World Cup yet. Get past it.


The There is when we win a FIFA World Cup. I believe the 1990, 1994 squads—and so on—all could’ve won the World Cup. The talent was there. It’s the culture of soccer that was holding those players back. I was also raised in a culture of soccer that was similar. It was a “go forward now” mentality that was taught by virtually everyone involved with soccer. It was a strategy that emulated other American sports such as basketball, hockey, and football. Put points on the board quickly—score now. It created a rushed mentality.


I have nothing but respect for players of past years. They were great athletes and great soccer players. Take for example, Frank Borghi, who was keeper on the US team that defeated England 1–0 in the 1950 FIFA World Cup. An article from The New York Times pointed out, “He was a catcher in the St. Louis Cardinals’ organization, playing two years in the minor leagues, before switching to soccer and playing for the Simpkins-Ford club in St. Louis.”1


Then you get into modern times when players like Landon Donovan and Clint Dempsey proved they could compete with all nations on any given day.


Having said that, with all the great coaches and players over the years, we still have not won the FIFA World Cup. That’s on paper, it’s a fact. It’s not my opinion, it’s a real thing. Something has prevented the USMNT from an outright FIFA World Cup championship.


All the same, it’s very true that American soccer is there in many respects: the growth of the game’s popularity along with the MLS, and the national team improving greatly in its accomplishments and style of play. So, before you judge a book by its cover—or in this case, a previous book—be cautious to note that I believe the USMNT has had the talent to win every World Cup in history…and this will continue to be the case in the near and long-term future.


Now let’s talk about some great players that have represented the USMNT. That’s why we’re here: the great US players that have come so far, of which there have been many! So many!


Time Out!


Games played and goals scored for players on the USMNT are approximate in some cases. Throughout the book, this type of information—along with related material—was cross-checked for verification. In some cases, the years of when players performed on the national team are inconsistent. Likewise, the same can be said of goals scored. At times, different sources have contradictory information. This may or may not be due to faulty research by the person or people that put it together. It might also have to do with the fact that games played in tournaments like the Olympics or the Pan American games might not be viewed as authentic “international games on behalf of the USMNT.” Essentially, recordkeeping has gotten a lot better post-2000 largely because the record-keepers—legitimate sources like ESPN, US Soccer, and FIFA—have had the ability to store information in digital form in real time. For older players, some information is harder to come by. Whatever the case may be, sources are not always consistent with one another.


One example: Ed Murphy. He played for the USMNT from 1955–69. On April 7, 2023, his Wikipedia page stated contradictory things. In one place it said he earned 17 caps. On the same page, it also stated he earned 18 caps. On April 7, 2023, online at the Society for American Soccer History, it stated that Murphy “played 18 full internationals.”


Another example. When I spoke with Steve Trittschuh on the phone, he pointed out that over time his online stat of goals scored has varied because, apparently, some of his national team games were viewed as being part of the Olympic team category and not a true international game.


In short, if you go online and see a discrepancy in one or more of these things, believe me, it was likely cross-referenced over and over again. This is why these two areas, games played and goals scored, are approximate.


Don’t Kill the Messenger! Or In This Case, the Author!


For a book like this, everyone has an opinion about who or who should not be on this list. Any such list evokes passion and emotion from fans that have followed the game. Trust me, I operated along the lines of commonsense, truth, and an open-mind while compiling these deserving players. It wasn’t easy. There are many players not on this list that very well should be! Without doubt, it was very difficult to exclude some players.


However, this book isn’t just one man’s opinion. Far from it! For information on past players and the like, top experts in the country—former national team players and coaches of the highest regard—have been consulted. I leaned on the opinions of these types for great insight into the game. They recognized how vast talent is around the country.


Keep in mind, despite the USMNT not yet winning a World Cup, we are talking about the United States of America, the world’s leading Olympic nation in gold medals. We have talented athletes, and, it goes without saying but should be pointed out nonetheless, we have talented soccer players. And, not to mention, the common American fan knows sports. So, considering all the talent the US has with respect to soccer, the act of putting this list together was challenging, to say the least.


One thing I kept in mind while researching and writing this was the following: At any given time, realistically speaking, a coach of the USMNT has over 150 center midfielders to choose from. He has over 150 outsider midfielders to choose from. He also has over 150 center defenders to choose from. And so on. But here’s the problem: MLS doesn’t have room for all these extra players. Only a few select ones get to that level. And from that level, only a few get a chance with the USMNT. And even at that point, not all players get a fair shake. So you have to remember, I’m going with who got to the highest levels based on decision-makers putting players at that level. As a prominent former member of the USMNT told me, (at any given time) essentially it’s up to the powers that be to make up a team.


With that said, there are obvious salient talents—such as Tab Ramos and Landon Donovan—who will be easy choices. Then there are others that fill in the blanks. After many discussions with friends, who are fans of the game, I can go down a rolodex of players that I either played with or against that very well could’ve led the USMNT from their respective positions. But this is just my region of the country, where I grew up (St. Louis). You could just as easily go to Chicago and do the same.


At one point, so the story goes, Bruce Arena passed on his former Virginia standout, Mike Fisher, for a high level team. Mike Fisher—a very smart person—wound up going into the field of medicine. If you’re wondering, “Who? What in the hell are you talking about this Mike Fisher for? Never heard of him!” Well, look up Hermann Trophy winners. You’ll see. For that matter, why haven’t you heard of Johnny Torres? The list goes on.


You can go around the country—Los Angeles, Dallas, Cincinnati, the Washington DC area—and form a list of players that didn’t make it through the political system of soccer. You want someone who was crafty and good with possession? Jeff DiMaria—formerly with Scott Gallagher, CBC, Colorado Rapids, St. Louis Steamers, and the United States national futsal team—is one of the best I’ve seen. Hell of a player. Point is, there are many players that either played with the USMNT or didn’t play with the USMNT that deserve to be acknowledged. But we’re not dealing with players that you may or may not have known. This list is the best of the best of those that represented the USMNT.









INTRODUCTION


A quick overview of the early history of the USMNT: The first US national soccer team formed in 1885 when they played Canada, the first international match to be held outside of the UK. The US played the match in Newark, New Jersey, and they were soundly defeated 1–0. The teams played a rematch the following year, also in Newark. Neither match, though, was officially recognized. The US earned silver and bronze medals in men’s soccer at the 1904 Summer Olympics held in St. Louis, Missouri. FIFA, however, doesn’t endorse tournaments that were held before 1908. The US played its first official international match as U.S. Soccer on August 20, 1916. The match was played in Stockholm and was against Sweden. The US won 3–2.2


A quick note. Throughout these pages, the following timeline will be referenced from time to time. In summary, soccer competed for a long time within mainstream America to be cool. By and large, throughout the 1900s, soccer was fighting against the Big 3: baseball, basketball, and football. So essentially, for many generations, there is a Pre-Cool phase for soccer and a current Cool phase. By mainstream standards, soccer only has become cool very recently in American history. This inflection point arrived circa 2010, when the USMNT had an exciting FIFA 2010 World Cup and MLS had been gaining in popularity, among other factors.* Right around 2010, it could be argued successfully that soccer finally became cool within the mainstream of the US.




[image: Pre-Cool Era

•	Forgotten Period 1916–49: Bert Patenaude, Aldo “Buff” Donelli

•	Early Pioneer Period 1950–69: Harry Keough

•	Middle Pioneer Period 1970s: Pat McBride, Al Trost

•	Late Pioneer Period 1980–1994: Ty Keough, Ricky Davis, Tab Ramos

•	New Dawn Period 1994–2010: Cobi Jones, Brian McBride, Landon Donovan



Cool Era

•	Breakthrough Period 2010–15: Clint Dempsey, Michael Bradley

•	Big $$ Period 2015–present: Christian Pulisic

]




Additionally, throughout the book, the terms period, phase, and zone may be used interchangeably when describing these timelines. For example: the Forgotten period, the Forgotten phase, and so on.


There is obviously some crossover between periods; for example, Landon Donovan—who had a lengthy career—played long before 2010 and beyond it, thus being part of both the New Dawn period and the Breakthrough period. The players listed above provide a general idea of each epoch.


Additionally, throughout the book, the terms period, phase, and zone may be used interchangeably when describing these timelines. For example: the Forgotten period, the Forgotten phase, and so on.


 


*Also, the media had been covering soccer more often; MLS teams were thriving with soccer-specific stadiums; big name players, like David Beckham, were continuing to land in MLS; and fan support, such as the American Outlaws, was growing for the national team.











THE TOP 100 USMNT PLAYERS OF ALL TIME


1 Bert Patenaude
USMNT: 1930



Bert Patenaude is one of the few players whose birthdate year is out of place, but I wanted to start out with a bang just as Bert did back in the 1930 FIFA World Cup. Let’s look a little closer at this amazing, mythical, legend of the game.


Bert Patenaude—born in 1909 in Fall River, Massachusetts—played forward for Philadelphia Field Club, Fall River Marksmen, Newark Americans, St. Louis Central Breweries, Philadelphia Passon, and the USMNT (in 1930). For the national team, at a time when things were very different and games were far and few between, Patenaude earned four caps and knocked in six goals. In the 1930 FIFA World Cup, Patenaude allegedly scored a hat trick—thought to be the first in World Cup history—against Paraguay, though some thought the second goal was, perhaps, an own goal. Finally, many years later—in 2006—FIFA decided it was the first World Cup hat trick.


One could argue that it was a different era—guys had funny-looking long shorts on and everyone wore the same style shoes, the black Model T Ford look. But one could also point out that US soccer has been a prominent part of international soccer as far back as the very first World Cup! And Patenaude, by way of the USMNT, proved it. But that’s not all.


He helped lead the USMNT to a third-place finish in the 1930 World Cup, where he won the Bronze Boot (with four goals in that tournament). Quite an accomplishment for the inaugural World Cup. Back then, did anyone really know how big the World Cup would become? Maybe, maybe not. But the US was front and center, as was Patenaude.


In 1970, he was inducted into the US Soccer Hall of Fame. This enigma—who went onto a life of carpentry and painting—died on his 65th birthday in 1974 back in Fall River, Massachusetts. What he left was a unique World Cup record, the unicorn of international soccer achievements: a hat trick in a World Cup. But not just any hat trick, the very first in FIFA World Cup history.











2 Aldo “Buff” Donelli
USMNT: 1934



Aldo “Buff” Donelli. There’s a lot to unpack here. Was he just a soccer player? Nope. Not even close. Donelli, a college football player for Duquesne University as a halfback and punter, eventually coached an assortment of teams. Between 1939–67, Donelli was a football coach for Duquesne University, Boston University, and Columbia University; he was even a coach in the NFL for the Pittsburgh Steelers (partially in 1941), and the Cleveland Rams (1944).†


Donelli also had the unique distinction of coaching college and NFL teams at the same time—one for the record books. During his stint with the Steelers, Donelli also coached Duquesne University. He administered Steelers practices in the morning and in the afternoon he’d run the Duquesne Dukes through some drills. How did he find time for soccer? Perhaps, back in a time when the sport, along with football, was working its way toward mainstream acceptance, he found merit in soccer when others turned their attention to baseball.


Ever wondered when the US–Mexico rivalry started? Donelli—who was born in 1907—had everything to do with it. Writing for US Soccer, Michael Lewis explains: “The rivalry started with a bang 87 years ago—a 4–2 US qualifying triumph in Rome, Italy on May 24, 1934. The neutral site qualifier was played just three days before the start of the 1934 FIFA World Cup and occurred that way because the USA had submitted its qualifying application late.”3


It’s interesting that this monumental game against Mexico occurred in Italy. “After a semifinal finish at the inaugural 1930 FIFA World Cup in Uruguay, the USA was given the opportunity to qualify via a one-game playoff against Mexico, who had booked its ticket to Italy after winning three qualifying matches against Cuba earlier that spring.”4 Waiting for Mexico was a guy who just made the team. “Aldo ‘Buff’ Donelli, who forged a reputation as an American gridiron football star and coach, struck four times in a 4–2 triumph against El Trí to book a spot among the final 16 teams.”5 For a first impression, that’s pretty amazing. “A late-minute addition to the squad on the insistence of star Billy Gonsalves, Donelli…put on a one-man show before 10,000 spectators and Italian dictator Benito Mussolini at Stadio Nazionale PNF in Rome.”6 As a member of the USMNT in the 1934 FIFA World Cup, he scored the lone goal against Italy in Rome during a Round of 16 defeat to the hosts and eventual champions.


So what happened to Donelli? Why only two caps? Long story short: it was a different era. It was 1934. Donelli—who eventually had a weight room named after him at Columbia University—was part of the Forgotten period (essentially, US soccer before 1950). To his credit, it was two caps with five goals. Not bad. But as part of a different era, he has turned into a symbolic figure in this lost time and his role in the original Mexico rivalry—the biggest rival for the US to this day—sets him apart as a special figure in USMNT history.


 


†Over the years, the Rams have changed from the Cleveland Rams to the St. Louis Rams and again to the Los Angeles Rams.











3 Billy Gonsalves
USMNT: 1930–34



Billy Gonsalves—born in 1908 in Rhode Island—is said to be the Babe Ruth of US soccer. A versatile athlete who entertained boxing and baseball, Gonsalves—who was of Portuguese descent—grew up in Fall River, Massachusetts and played pro soccer in the US before pro soccer as we know it today existed. In fact, he spent over 20 years with different teams that included Boston Soccer Club, Fall River Marksmen, Fall River F.C., St. Louis Central Breweries, Stix, Baer & Fuller of St. Louis, and various other sides.


As soccer was taking off worldwide, the first ever FIFA World Cup took place in 1930, in Uruguay. Billy was front and center for the US in 1930 and 1934. He started every game in 1930, essentially as an attacking mid. As for 1934, despite the US exiting early after a defeat from Italy, Billy started for the team as well.


On eight occasions, Billy won the National Challenge Cup (aka the US Open Cup). That’s a remarkable amount. Billy and Bert Patenaude, another member of the USMNT, won the tournament together on two occasions playing for the Fall River Marksmen in 1930 and the following year in 1931 with the Marksmen who changed names to the New York Yankees. After all was said and done, Billy played in the ASL (American Soccer League), St. Louis Soccer League, and National Soccer League of Chicago. He was inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame in 1950.


The place where he grew up, Fall River, Massachusetts, was a soccer hotbed. The place where he died, Kearny, New Jersey, was another. His playing career lasted from the 1920s to the 50s. A great talent from a time lost in history, he helped set the stage for the Pioneer periods (1950s–90s) that followed his path.











4 John Souza
USMNT: 1947–54



John Souza—born in 1920 in Fall River, Massachusetts—played forward for Fall River Ponta Delgada and New York German-Hungarian. From New England Soccer Today, an article by Brian O’Connell points out “…Souza grew up in the Flint section of Fall River at a time in which it was impossible to escape the beautiful game. The city was a hotbed of soccer in the first half of the 20th century, and gave rise to the Fall River Marksmen, Fall River F.C., and Ponta Delgada.”7


New England at large, and this area for sure, was big on soccer back in the early days. As such, it produced talents like the amazing Souza. Over the years, many soccer fans have forgotten about him and this era. Nonetheless, he’s gone down as one of the greats in US soccer history.


“Although he was characterized as a shy personality off the field, he was far from bashful with the ball at his feet. He had sensational touch and dribbling skills, and was called a ‘magician’ by many who watched him play. But it wasn’t the only reputation he’d earn during his playing career.”8 His nickname, incidentally, was “Clarkie.” O’Connell wrote: “Many of his teammates and friends noticed that Souza had an uncanny resemblance to actor Clark Gable, who starred in Gone with the Wind in 1939. Thus, John Souza had a nickname he’d never shake: ‘Clarkie.’”9


Quietly, hidden away in the archives of early US soccer history, Souza was part of a number of championships. “Toward the latter part of the 1940’s, he helped steer Ponta Delgada to three straight Amateur Cups from 1946–48 and a double in 1947 when they also clinched the US Open Cup championship.”10 But he wasn’t done there. “In 1951, he moved to New York to play for the German-Hungarians and, for the second time in his career, he was part of another club that won the Amateur Cup and Open Cup in the same year.”11




With the USMNT “Clarkie” suited up for 14 games,‡ with two goals—a good number of games in his day. His time with the national team spanned from 1947–54 and included the 1948 and 1952 Olympics, along with the renowned 1950 FIFA World Cup.


In the 1–0 defeat over England in the 1950 FIFA World Cup, John was a starter in the middle of things with captain Ed McIlvenny (who had played for Wrexham, a Welsh team with a storied history that, in recent times, Hollywood stars Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney administered as owners). Incidentally, John was on the field that important day with forward Ed Souza, who apparently is of no relation, yet both were from Fall River, Massachusetts, both played for Fall River Ponta Delgada and New York German-Hungarian, both were on the national team during the same time, and while John was born in 1920, Ed was born in 1921. Nonetheless, as non-relatives, they teamed up for perhaps the most famous game in USMNT history. When it was over, John Souza left Brazil with a unique accolade: “He was selected for a World Cup All-Star team by the Brazilian sports newspaper Mundo Esportivo, and remained the only US player ever selected to a World Cup All-Star team until Claudio Reyna in 2002.”12


In addition, “Clarkie”—who earned the respect of Brazilian paper Mundo Esportivo—was inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame in 1976 and the New England Soccer Hall of Fame in 1983.


 


‡This information was acquired at Wikipedia entitled “John Souza” on April 3, 2023. On the same date, at New England Soccer Today entitled “The Passing of a Legend” (updated in 2012), it stated that he earned 16 caps.











5 Charlie Colombo
USMNT: 1948–52



Charlie Colombo—born in 1920—grew up in the famous Italian neighborhood, The Hill, in St. Louis, Missouri. As you may or may not have heard, the tradition of soccer in the US pretty much revolves around St. Louis.§ The lore of this mythical soccer city is thanks, in part, to guys like Ralph Tracey,¶ Frank Vaughn, Harry Keough, Frank Borghi, and Charlie Colombo.


As a center mid, Colombo played for the powerhouse club St. Louis Simpkins-Ford, with which he won the National Challenge Cup (aka US Open Cup) in 1948 and 1950.


Colombo—referred to as “Gloves” because he was known for wearing a pair while playing—also played for the US in the 1948 and 1952 Olympics. As a member of the USMNT (1948–52), Colombo earned 11 caps and played in the 1950 FIFA World Cup, including the major 1–0 upset of England. Following the match, he even rejected a chance to stay in Brazil and play professionally.


He’s a member of the St. Louis Soccer Hall of Fame. He was also inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame in 1976.


 


§Save for a few areas, particularly on the Eastern Seaboard, like Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, and Philadelphia, for example. However, despite the soccer prowess of these areas, St. Louis has long been considered the US’ first soccer capitol.


¶There seem to be variations of his name, such as: Raphael “Ralph” Tracy, found at Society for American Soccer History and Wikipedia, on March 31, 2023. Also, on this date, the St. Louis Soccer Hall of Fame spelled his last name “Tracey” which is the preferred spelling in this book.











6 Frank Wallace
USMNT: 1949–50



Frank Wallace—born in 1922 in St. Louis, Missouri—was a forward that played for the renowned St. Louis teams of his time: Raftery, Steamfitters, and Simpkins-Ford. With Simpkins-Ford, he won two US Open Cups in 1948 and 1950.


He served in WWII and ended up spending some 16 months in a German prisoner of war camp. Upon his release, he re-established himself in St. Louis—incidentally, a city with a heavy German background—and suited up for Raftery in 1945–46.


For the USMNT (1949–50), he earned seven caps and three goals. In the 1950 FIFA World Cup, Wallace—nicknamed “Pee Wee”—was one of the five St. Louis starters against the Three Lions in the 1–0 win. There he matched wits with England’s renowned John Aston, Al Ramsey, Billy Wright, Jimmy Dickinson, Laurie Hughes, Stan Mortensen, Roy Bentley, Tom Finney, Wilf Mannion, and Jimmy Mullen. Famous English Coach Walter Winterbottom didn’t know what hit him. Five starters from St. Louis that did England in? How could it be? Wallace, along with his St. Louis cohorts, carried a little secret the rest of the world may or may not have known then: St. Louis is the United States’ first soccer capital.


In the following game, Wallace scored a goal against Chile, a game the US lost and subsequently was the last match for the team that tournament. All in all, despite not advancing from its group, the 1950 World Cup was chalked up as a monumental success, seeing as how the USMNT shook things up with an upset over tournament favorite England. If anything, it was a hint of things to come for US soccer.


Frank “Pee Wee” Wallace was inducted into the St. Louis Soccer Hall of Fame (1975) and the National Soccer Hall of Fame (1976).











7 Frank Borghi
USMNT: 1949–54



Frank Borghi—born in 1925 in St. Louis, Missouri—represented the USMNT from 1949–54.** Aside from the USMNT, Borghi played for St. Louis Simpkins-Ford, a very successful team in its day.


Prior to the big game in 1950, Borghi was a medic for a United States infantry unit and, in World War II, involved in the Battle of the Bulge. Subsequently, he was given the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star.


In the FIFA 1950 World Cup he was guarding the net against England in, perhaps, the biggest World Cup upset in history, when the US held on for a 1–0 shocker. Borghi—the last man of defense—managed to keep things in order. Jim Leeker—the 1970 NASL Rookie of the Year and president of the St. Louis Soccer Hall of Fame—explained that Borghi was highly regarded in England thanks to his 1950 World Cup performance. After defeating the Three Lions in such a way, they couldn’t help but take notice. The US, who was not supposed to win, shocked the world that day in 1950, down in Brazil. Certainly England was taken aback.


Years later, as 1976 came around, he was inducted into the United States National Soccer Hall of Fame.


In 2005, Borghi was portrayed by Gerard Butler in The Game of Their Lives—in reference to the 1–0 defeat of England. The film also involved Eric Wynalda as a consultant, certainly for moves and technique and what not. What’s more, John Harkes can be seen in the movie. Some filming took place in St. Louis, Missouri (where, of course, five of the starters against England were from).


 


** On April 10, 2023, the Society for American Soccer History and Wikipedia listed his USMNT time from 1949–54. As mentioned in the preface, these dates sometimes vary. Another account—the St. Louis Sports Hall of Fame, April 10, 2023—has Borghi’s USMNT career listed from 1949–53.











8 Harry Keough
USMNT: 1949–57



St. Louis-native, Harry Keough—born in 1927—was a prominent defender that competed for the US national team from 1949–57. The big game, the one that’s still spoken of to this day, was the 1–0 defeat of England in the 1950 FIFA World Cup. Five starters on that USMNT were from St. Louis. Key in the mix was Harry Keough. It’s been said that, after the US scored that goal in the 38th minute, England—stunned and bitter, with its top players Alf Ramsey, Billy Wright, Tom Finney, Roy Bentley, and Stanley Matthews as an option—unleashed an angry onslaught of attacks that never stopped. Somehow, with determination and resolve, Keough and the US held on.


Keough was born to Patrick John and Elizabeth (née Costley) Keough. He grew up in St. Louis, Missouri, and attended Cleveland High School. As a youth he played several sports, including track, swimming, and fast-pitch softball, particularly excelling at soccer. His soccer career began in 1945 as a member of the St. Louis Schumachers, who won the 1946 National Junior Challenge Cup. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1946. He was assigned to a naval base in San Francisco, California where he played for the San Francisco Barbarians, which had dominated west coast soccer in the first half of the 20th century.”13


Keough made his way back to St. Louis after completing his military service. “In 1948, he played for Paul Schulte Motors. The next year the team came under the sponsorship of McMahon Pontiac and played in the lower division St. Louis Municipal League. He was with McMahon when selected for the US national team as it entered qualification for the 1950 World Cup. When he returned home from the cup, Keough rejoined his team, now known as the St. Louis Raiders of the first division St. Louis Major League. The Raiders won both the league and National Amateur Cup championships in 1952, giving Keough his first ‘double.’ Following the 1952 season, Tom Kutis took over sponsorship of the team, renaming it St. Louis Kutis S.C. The team continued its winning ways under its new name, winning the 1953 and 1954 league titles, and went to the 1954 National Challenge Cup final where it fell to New York Americans of the American Soccer League. The St. Louis Major League had folded in 1954 and Kutis continued to play both as an independent team and as a member of various lower division city leagues over the next decade. Despite this turbulence, it continued to dominate both the city and national soccer scene. Kutis would win the National Amateur Cup each year from 1956 to 1961. In 1957, it won the National Challenge Cup, giving Keough another double.”14


Keough, a critical part of the Early Pioneer period, was trekking a course for US soccer at large, while also working for the US Postal Service. He was often said to have a good understanding of players and where to place them, and eventually, Keough took over as coach at St. Louis University and won, if you can believe it, another five NCAA championships! Often with assistant coach Val Pelizzaro by his side, Keough added to a ten-run championship grab started by Bob Guelker…the record of ten national titles still holds to this day (with Indiana and Virginia universities in close pursuit). A St. Louis legend, a Saint Louis University legend, and a US soccer legend, Keough helped put soccer on the map for St. Louis and the United States.











9 Gino Pariani
USMNT: 1948–50



If you’re interested in another St. Louis talent, one from a famous neighborhood, then look no further. Gino Pariani—born in 1928—grew up in St. Louis on The Hill (an Italian-American area regarded for its Italian restaurants to this day). By the age of 15, he played for a top St. Louis side at the time, Schumachers. As an inside right (essentially a midfielder), Pariani had success with Schumachers as the team won the St. Louis league title in 1943. After that, he became league MVP while playing for Raftery’s S.C. and eventually switched again to St. Louis Simpkins-Ford.


With Simpkins-Ford—a powerhouse—he was part of two national championships, winning the US Open Cup in 1948 and 1950. A regular all-star in the St. Louis league system from 1946–53, Pariani was excelling in the US’ top league at the time. St. Louis, Missouri, the US’ first soccer capitol, was the place to be and Pariani was one of the best around. As such, Pariani—who was around 5’8”—made the USMNT for the 1948 Olympics.


In addition, Pariani was part of the 1950 FIFA World Cup team—one of five St. Louis natives that started against England in the famous 1–0 victory that shocked the world. Overall, Pariani played for the USMNT from 1948–50, with five caps and one goal, this during the Early Pioneer period, a time when international games were few and far between.


In 1975, he was inducted into the St. Louis Soccer Hall of Fame. Also inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame (1976), Pariani is a mythical figure in the lore of St. Louis and US soccer.











10 Bob Kehoe
USMNT: 1965



There are legendary figures in American soccer. And certainly, there are legendary players from St. Louis, more so, it seems, than from anywhere else in the US. Bob Kehoe—born in 1928—grew up in St. Louis, the headquarters of US soccer, and entered elite territory. Kehoe, without a doubt, is a legend within St. Louis soccer circles. Aficionados know he is integral in the growth of the sport nationwide. For many, he’s not just a pioneer for St. Louis soccer but also US soccer at large.


Few people in St. Louis, or around the nation, can equal the impressive list of achievements as Bob Kehoe. He was on SLUH’s original soccer team in 1943. SLUH, of course, is St. Louis University High School which won the Missouri high school state championship in 1972, 1990, and 2003. A few other notable students that went there include Dan Flynn (former CEO of US Soccer Federation), Ty Keough (former USMNT player and broadcaster for US soccer games), and Taylor Twellman (former USMNT player, MLS MVP, and a broadcaster for US soccer games).


After his high school graduation in 1947, Kehoe—a multi-talented sportsman—found himself in the farm system of the Philadelphia Phillies for a time. However, he preferred soccer and the defender achieved success with Kutis and the St. Louis Stars (1968), coached the Stars (1969–70), was captain for the USMNT (1965), and eventually coached the USMNT (1972).


According to Jim Leeker (NASL Rookie of the Year, 1970), one of Kehoe’s proudest moments was walking onto the field for the US as captain and fielding an all-St. Louis team as coach of the Stars. The group included Tom Bokern, Steve Frank, Larry Hausmann, Jim Leeker, Pat McBride, Jerry Mueller, John Pisani, Paul Pisani, Joe Right, Gary Rensing, and Chris Werstein, some of whom played for the USMNT at one time or another. The long history of St. Louis soccer is immense. St. Louis is known as the US’ first soccer capitol and Kehoe was front and center. This move, starting an all-St. Louis lineup, only bolstered the reputation of St. Louis nationwide.


Following this, in 1972, Kehoe reached another milestone, this time as coach of the USMNT—thus establishing himself as a captain and coach of the team. Quite remarkable.


In later years, Kehoe coached Granite City North High School—a powerhouse soccer city in the Metro East of St. Louis—from 1973–83. He was also director of coaching for Busch Soccer Club (North America’s best club team for a time) and served as a broadcaster for the original St. Louis Steamers of the MISL (in the 1980s).


He was inducted into the St. Louis Soccer Hall of Fame (1983) and National Soccer Hall of Fame (1989).


Kehoe, who was living in the south St. Louis area, passed away in 2017 at the age of 89 and was unable to see the formation of St. Louis City SC. However, he definitely had a critical role in the shaping of soccer in St. Louis and the US at large.











11 Ed Murphy
USMNT: 1955–69



Ed Murphy—born in 1930 in Scotland—played as a forward in the US and became an integral part of the USMNT during the 1950s and 60s. From 1955–69, he played approximately 18 games for the national team, with five goals. During this time, the Early Pioneer period (1950s–60s), there weren’t that many USMNT games. Some years there wasn’t a game at all. For Murphy to play in 18 matches is quite astonishing.


Outside of the national team, he was knocking home goals in the competitive arena of Chicago soccer. He played for the Chicago Vikings, Chicago Maroons, Chicago Slovak, and, notably, the Chicago Mustangs (of the NASL in 1968).


During his time with the USMNT, he was part of the 1956 Olympics. Three years later, he had a good showing—with eight goals—in the 1959 Pan American Games, hosted by Chicago. Three of his eight goals came as a hat trick against Brazil. In that tournament, a big deal in those days, the USMNT earned the bronze medal. During an era when the USMNT had many ups and downs, Murphy’s eight goals in the Pan American Games did not apply to his stats as these games “were considered less than full international matches.”15


In 1998, he was inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame.











12 Bill Looby
USMNT: 1954–59



Bill Looby—born in 1931—was raised in St. Louis, the nation’s soccer capitol. One of many great players from St. Louis, Looby represented the national team back in the Early Pioneer period. Four years after the USMNT’s huge 1–0 victory over England at the 1950 World Cup, Looby got his first cap with the team in 1954 and played with them until 1959 (nine caps, six goals).


In 1956, Looby was on the US team that competed in the Olympics.


Looby—a forward with club experience on the St. Louis Raiders and St. Louis Kutis—was an integral part of the Kutis’ success in the later part of the 1950s, including the 1957 US Open Cup championship. “Looby played in the Kutis’ six consecutive National Amateur Cup championships (1956–1961). He also scored goals in both games of the 1957 National Challenge Cup championship over New York Hakoah.”16 (The National Challenge Cup is also known as the US Open Cup. The next US Open Cup title for a St. Louis team after 1957 would be in 1988 when the Busch Seniors won—a group Steve Trittschuh was part of.)


The following year was very big for Looby. He was part of something that, most likely, will never happen again in the United States. “In 1958, the US Soccer Football Association used the Kutis team as the US national team in two World Cup qualifying games against Canada.


Another memorable event for Looby as a Kutis team member took place on May 5, 1955, when Kutis defeated 1. FC Nürnberg, 3–2. The Nürnberg team featured four players from the 1954 West German World Cup championship team.”17 No words can really describe that: A club team, from St. Louis, was asked to play as proxy for the USMNT. They didn’t ask New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, or Los Angeles. They asked the St. Louis Kutis.


In 1959, Looby—along with teammates John Traina, Herman Wecke, Val Pelizzaro, Ed Murphy, and Al Perhusen, to name a few—scored multiple goals for the US at the Pan American Games hosted by Chicago, in which the US received the bronze medal.


He was inducted into the St. Louis Soccer Hall of Fame in 1984 and the National Soccer Hall of Fame in 2001.











13 Al Zerhusen
USMNT: 1957–65††



Al Zerhusen—born in 1931 in Brooklyn, New York—played midfield for the USMNT during the Early Pioneer period (1950s and 60s) where he acquired some 10 caps and two goals. However, allegedly, he played for the USMNT in 1954 in games that were not deemed worthy of international credit. He’s one of those mysterious players that has both games played and goals scored shrouded in mystery. Nonetheless, when looking at Al, you realize that this guy, from a different era, when recordkeeping was a little less stringent, had one hell of a run.


Perhaps the best thing that occurred to him at a young age was moving to Germany where he gleaned the finer points of the game from one of the best in the world. Upon his return in 1950, he landed in Cincinnati, Ohio, was drafted into the US Army, went back to Europe, and then back to the US where he played soccer in Cincinnati with an Armed Forces team and the Kolping Soccer Club. Eventually, he moved to Los Angeles and played for the Kickers as captain.


The team had much success, winning the US Open Cup in 1958 and 1964. In 1964, The New York Times featured a report:


“LOS ANGELES, June 21 (AP)—The Kicker-Victoria Soccer Club of Los Angeles”18 beat “the Ukrainian Nationals of Philadelphia, 2–0, today to win the United States open championship.”19 Helping the team along was Al Zerhusen who “scored on a penalty kick at the 77th minute”20 and the “victory qualified Los Angeles to tour South America for the State Department.”21



Overall, Zerhusen played for the Los Angeles Kickers and Scots. He was the Greater Los Angeles Soccer League scoring leader on 13 occasions. As a result, Zerhusen was the preeminent star—call him the king—of LA soccer at the time.


During his stints in club soccer, from Ohio to California, Zerhusen, talented player that he was, earned a place on the USMNT. One particular honor arrived when he was chosen for the 1956 Olympics in Australia. In the only game for the US—which was a lopsided knockout by Yugoslavia—Zerhusen scored the lone US goal in Melbourne at Olympic Park Stadium before a crowd of just over 5,250. It may have been a quick stop for the US that year and one goal might seem like not that big of a deal, but “in preparation for the games, the US had played several exhibition matches and Zerhusen scored seventeen goals in nine games leading up to the Olympics,”22 according to a Wikipedia article.


Then there were the 1959 Pan American Games, held in Chicago. The US placed third, earning the bronze. Zerhusen scored 10 goals, tying Brazil’s Jose Ricardo da Silva (aka China)‡‡ for first place in scoring.


Unfortunately for Zerhusen, he was stuck in a time when the US didn’t compete as much and some of the games he did play in weren’t counted as a full international. Nonetheless, he flourished during his time as a scoring threat and in 1978 he was inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame.


 


††Zerhusen’s time with the USMNT varies. At Wikipedia entitled “Al Zerhusen,” on April 11, 2023, it suggested his national team experience began in 1954, but his games that year weren’t recognized by FIFA or USSF; the same page also stated he played on the national team from 1956–65 and from 1957–65. Also on April 11, 2023, at the Society for American Soccer History, it stated he played on the USMNT from 1957–65.


‡‡China was no slouch. (Most Brazilians aren’t.) From 1962–65, he played over 70 games for Sampdoria in Italy, scoring 30 goals.











14 Willy Roy
USMNT: 1965–73



Some legends get lost to time because facts get lost in the shuffle. Stories get foggy in a haze of online information that seems credible enough, but there’s something behind it, something that is slightly off. As I looked into Willy Roy, it became clear, at first, that he arrived in the US at the age of six and that the goals he scored as an adult on the USMNT varied from source to source. Was all this correct? What was going on? Then I spoke with Roy personally.


When we spoke, he was in Chicago, where he had lived for many years; where he started his playing career; where, as a young man, he owned a German nightclub—Hansa Club and St. Pauli Bar—on Lincoln and Addison, near Wrigley Field, that featured European music and teammates would swing by after games (a joint that sounds reminiscent of Jackie Moon’s The Kremlin bar in Semi-Pro); and where he eventually coached the famed Chicago Sting—owned by the notorious Lee Stern—to two NASL championships. Willy Roy is a “pure US soccer legend” in every sense of the word: an immigrant, a captain of the USMNT, a champion.


Roy—born in 1943 in Germany—played the accordion as a youth on the back of a bus that toured different castles for a travel agency and “I would deliver flowers on a part-time basis” to keep busy, as his dad wasn’t in favor of him playing sports. He moved to the US at the age of 13. Upon arriving to New York, Roy and family took a train to the Second City—“we had relatives living in Chicago”—to settle in.


He and his brother joined the Wanderers. Eventually, the 6’0” forward, who was said to be “one of the most dangerous goal scorers in US soccer in the late 1960s and early 1970s,”23 suited up for the Chicago Spurs (1967–68), Kansas City Spurs (1968), St. Louis Stars (1971–74), and Chicago Sting (1975).


He kicked things off well as the 1967 NPSL Rookie of the Year and made the NPSL All-Star selection. Not bad. After impressing many around the league, he wound up in soccer central with the St. Louis Stars, a team that at one point or another included Pat McBride (USMNT), John Carenza (US Olympic soccer team), Buzz Demling (USMNT), Tom Bokern, Gene Geimer (USMNT), Carl Gentile (USMNT), Jim Leeker (NASL Rookie of the Year, 1970), Al Trost (USMNT captain), Don Popovic, Milonja Kalicanin, Larry Hausmann (USMNT), John and Paul Pisani, Steve Frank (USMNT), Gary Rensing (USMNT), Denny Vaninger (USMNT), Chris Werstein, and the man, Tommy Howe. According to Roy, with the Stars he was a rental: when the team had money they’d fly him from Chicago to games where he’d be embraced by the welcoming committee; he maybe practiced with them two or three times. Roy said of his time there: “I have so much respect, you know, not only Pat but Al Trost, Steve Frank, Geimer.” In 1972, the Stars found a path to the NASL championship game, losing out to the New York Cosmos.
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