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In 'Plays', Johann Wolfgang von Goethe showcases his profound impact on the theatrical landscape of the 18th and early 19th centuries through a collection of works that demonstrate his mastery of dramatic form and depth of character exploration. Goethe weaves together a tapestry of human emotion and philosophical inquiry, exploring themes of love, ambition, and the struggle for understanding within a complex world. His distinctive literary style blends poetic language with pressing social issues of the Enlightenment, often reflecting a tension between reason and emotion that resonates throughout the canon of European drama. Goethe was not only a playwright but also a poet, novelist, and polymath, deeply influenced by the cultural currents of Sturm und Drang (Storm and Stress) and Romanticism. His experiences in Weimar and travels through Europe allowed him to immerse himself in diverse philosophical, artistic, and theatrical traditions, enriching his work. These encounters, along with his intellectual grappling with the human condition, inform the rich characterization and thematic depth found in 'Plays,' making it a crucial part of his oeuvre. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in the evolution of modern drama and the intricate interplay of ideas that shaped poetic expression in theatre. Goethe's masterful blending of emotion, thought, and artistic ambition invites contemporary audiences to reflect on timeless human dilemmas, making this an essential read for both scholars and enthusiasts of dramatic literature.
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In Luigi Pirandello's "Henry IV," the playwright explores the intricacies of identity and the nature of reality through the psychological drama of a man who, after experiencing a traumatic event, immerses himself in the role of the medieval king. Set against the backdrop of irrationality and human perception, the play merges elements of commedia dell'arte with modernist themes, offering a rich tapestry of language that oscillates between humor and pathos. The story's unique structure blurs the lines between performance and reality, challenging both characters and audience to confront the masks they wear in life. Luigi Pirandello, a Nobel Prize-winning Italian playwright, novelist, and short story writer, was deeply influenced by his own struggles with identity and societal conventions. His experiences living in an increasingly fragmented world, especially during World War I, fueled his exploration of existential themes. Completed in 1922, "Henry IV" reflects Pirandello's signature concern with the fluidity of truth and the performances that shape our lives, drawing from classical ideals while innovating within the theatrical form. This compelling play is an essential read for anyone interested in the intersections of identity, performance, and reality in literature. Pirandello's masterful blend of psychological depth and theatricality will resonate with both scholars and casual readers, inviting them to reflect on the roles they inhabit and the truths they construct.
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The Little Clay Cart, a celebrated work of ancient Indian literature attributed to the playwright Śūdraka, is a masterful blend of comedy and romance that reflects the social and moral dilemmas of its time. Written in Sanskrit, the play embodies a rich tapestry of character interactions, witty dialogues, and intricate subplots, thereby inviting readers into a world where love and virtue often clash with societal norms. The narrative's core revolves around the noble hero, Charudatta, and the beautiful courtesan, Vasantika, as they navigate the challenges posed by class disparity and fate, all while infused with elements of farce and irony. Śūdraka's artistry lies in his ability to interweave profound philosophical inquiries with light-hearted storytelling, capturing the essence of human experience in a vibrant theatrical form. Śūdraka, likely a contemporary of the renowned playwright Kālidāsa, is shrouded in mystery; little is definitively known about his life. However, his works echo the cultural and socio-political landscape of the Gupta period, suggesting that his literary output was influenced by a society vibrant with artistic expression and philosophical thought. The exploration of love, sacrifice, and redemption in The Little Clay Cart might reflect his own insights into the complexities of human relationships against the backdrop of prevailing societal values. The Little Clay Cart is highly recommended for readers passionate about classical drama and those seeking to understand the intricacies of human interactions through a historical lens. This timeless play not only entertains with its humor and charm but also provokes thoughtful contemplation about morality, love, and the consequences of societal structures. Engaging with Śūdraka's work offers a profound glimpse into the richness of Indian literary tradition while resonating with universal themes that continue to hold relevance today.
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In "Married," August Strindberg immerses readers in the tumultuous landscape of interpersonal relationships, crafting a narrative that unveils the complexities of marriage through a blend of realism and modernist sensibilities. Written in Strindberg's signature incisive prose, the novel navigates themes of love, power dynamics, and existential despair within the confines of domestic life. Through his vivid character portrayals and psychological depth, Strindberg critiques bourgeois values and illustrates the sometimes inescapable discontent found within intimate partnerships, making this work resonate within the literary context of the late 19th century. August Strindberg, a pivotal figure in Swedish literature, is renowned for his exploration of human psychology and social issues, often drawn from his own tumultuous life experiences. His tumultuous marriages and personal struggles with gender roles and identity provided fertile ground for the emotional intensity found in "Married." Strindberg's innovative approach to drama and narrative, coupled with his philosophical ponderings, reflects a quest to understand the very nature of human relationships, making this novel a cornerstone of his literary oeuvre. For readers delving into the intricacies of human relationships and the inherent tensions within marriage, "Married" serves as a compelling and thought-provoking exploration. Strindberg's incisive character studies and unflinching examination of societal norms invite readers to reflect on their own notions of love and partnership, rendering this work an essential read for those interested in the intersections of psychology, sociology, and modernist literature.
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In "Pélléas and Mélisande; Alladine and Palomides; Home," Maurice Maeterlinck has crafted a haunting exploration of love, fate, and the struggle between light and darkness. This collection showcases his signature Symbolist style, characterized by a focus on atmospheric detail, ambiguous dialogue, and a lyrical narrative that evokes deep emotional resonance. "Pélléas and Mélisande," the centerpiece of the volume, is a groundbreaking work that delves into the complexities of unspoken desires and the tragic consequences of thwarted love, set against a misty backdrop that enhances its ethereal quality. The accompanying plays, "Alladine and Palomides" and "Home," further expand upon themes of entrapment and existential longing, solidifying Maeterlinck's reputation as a master of the modern dramatic form. Maurice Maeterlinck (1862-1949) was a Belgian playwright, poet, and essayist often associated with the Symbolist movement. His childhood in the enchanting landscapes of Belgium deeply influenced his writing, instilling in him a fascination with nature and human emotions. Maeterlinck's works reflect his exploration of metaphysical themes, often inspired by philosophical inquiries into existence, consciousness, and the unseen forces that govern human relationships. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersection of philosophy and drama, as it offers profound insights into the human condition. Maeterlinck's intricate, poetic prose invites readers to reflect on the mysteries of life and love, making it an essential read for those who seek a deeper understanding of Symbolist literature and its enduring impact.
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This dissertation was written in 1916, before the entrance of the United States into The War, and was presented to the Faculty of the University of Pennsylvania as a thesis for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. Its publication at this time needs no apology, for it will find its only public in the circumscribed circle of professional scholars. They at least will understand that scholarship knows no nationality. But in the fear that this may fall under the eye of that larger public, whose interests are, properly enough, not scholastic, a word of explanation may prove a safeguard.

The Germans have long been recognized as the hewers of wood and drawers of water of the intellectual world. For the results of the drudgery of minute research and laborious compilation, the scholar must perforce seek German sources. The copious citation of German authorities in this work is, then, the outcome of that necessity. I have, however, given due credit to German criticism, when it is sound. The French are, generically, vastly superior in the art of finely balanced critical estimation.

My sincere thanks are due in particular to the Harrison Foundation of the University for the many advantages I have received therefrom, to Professors John C. Rolfe and Walton B. McDaniel, who have been both teachers and friends to me, and to my good comrades and colleagues, Francis H. Lee and Horace T. Boileau, for their aid in editing this essay.

Wilton Wallace Blancké.

1918.
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This investigation was prompted by the abiding conviction that Plautus as a dramatic artist has been from time immemorial misunderstood. In his progress through the ages he has been like a merry clown rollicking amongst people with a hearty invitation to laughter, and has been rewarded by commendation for his services to morality and condemnation for his buffoonery. The majority of Plautine critics have evinced too serious an attitude of mind in dealing with a comic poet. However portentous and profound his scholarship, no one deficient in a sense of humor should venture to approach a comic poet in a spirit of criticism. For criticism means appreciation.

Furthermore, the various estimates of our poet's worth have been as diversified as they have been in the main unfair. Alternately lauded as a master dramatic craftsman and vilified as a scurrilous purveyor of unsavory humor, he has been buffeted from the top to the bottom of the dramatic scale. More recent writers have been approaching a saner evaluation of his true worth, but never, we believe, has his real position in that dramatic scale been definitely and finally fixed; because heretofore no attempt has been made at a complete analysis of his dramatic, particularly his comic, methods. It is the aim of the present dissertation to accomplish this.
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