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PREFACE


These   are not good days for the evangelical church, and anyone who steps back   from what is going on for a moment to try to evaluate our life and   times will understand that.


In the last few years a number of important books have been published all trying to understand what is happening,   and they are saying much the same thing even though the authors come   from fairly different backgrounds and are doing different work. One is   by David F. Wells, a theology professor at Gordon-Conwell Theological   Seminary in Massachusetts. It is called No Place for Truth. A second is by Michael Scott Horton, vice president of the Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals. His book is called Power Religion. The third is by the well-known pastor of Grace Community Church in California, John F. MacArthur. It is called Ashamed of the Gospel.   Each of these authors is writing about the evangelical church, not the   liberal church, and a person can get an idea of what each is saying from   the titles alone.


Yet the subtitles are even more revealing. The subtitle of Wells’s book reads Or Whatever Happened to Evangelical Theology? The subtitle of Horton’s book is The Selling Out of the Evangelical Church. The subtitle of John MacArthur’s work proclaims, When the Church Becomes Like the World.


When   you put these together, you realize that these careful observers of the   current church scene perceive that today evangelicalism is seriously   off base because it has abandoned its evangelical truth-heritage. The   thesis of David Wells’s book is that the evangelical church is either   dead or dying as a significant religious force because it has forgotten   what it stands for. Instead of trying to do God’s work in God’s way, it   is trying to build a prosperous earthly kingdom with secular tools.   Thus, in spite of our apparent success we have been “living in a fool’s   paradise,” Wells declared in an address to the National Association of   Evangelicals in 1995.


John H. Armstrong, a founding member of the Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals, has edited a volume titled The Coming Evangelical Crisis.   When he was asked not long afterwards whether he thought the crisis was   still coming or is actually here, he admitted that in his judgment the   crisis is already upon us.


The Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals is addressing this problem through seminars and conferences, radio programs, modern REFORMATION   magazine, Reformation Societies, and scholarly writings. The series of   booklets on today’s issues is a further effort along these same lines.   If you are troubled by the state of today’s church and are helped by   these booklets, we invite you to contact the Alliance at 1716 Spruce   Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. You can also phone us at 215-546-3696 or   visit the Alliance at our website: www.AllianceNet.org. We would like   to work with you under God “for a modern Reformation.”


James Montgomery Boice


Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals
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CHAPTER ONE





THE ECLIPSE OF  EXPOSITORY PREACHING


I have a vivid recollection as a small boy of sitting in St. George’s Tron Church in Glasgow waiting for the commencement   of morning worship. At about three minutes to 11 the beadle (parish   official) would climb the pulpit stairs and place a large Bible on the   lectern. Having opened it to the appropriate passage, he would descend,   and the minister would in turn ascend the stairs and sit in the   cone-shaped pulpit. The beadle would complete his responsibilities by   climbing the stairs a second time to close the pulpit door and leave the   pastor to his task. There was no doubt in my young mind that each part   of that procedure was marked with significance. There was clearly no   reason for the pastor to be in the pulpit apart from the Bible upon   which he looked down as he read. I understood that, in contrast to his   physical posture, the preacher was standing under Scripture, not over   it. Similarly, we were listening not so much for his message but for its message. We were discovering, as J. I. Packer has suggested, that   preaching is “letting texts talk.” The right preaching of the Word of   God is powerful!


Although   D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones voiced his concerns about a certain literary   style of Scottish preaching, he would not have disputed the following   observation by James W. Alexander: “Among the Scottish Presbyterians   every man and every woman, nay, almost every child, carried his   pocket-Bible to church, and not only looked out the text, but verified   each citation; and as the preaching was in great part of the expository   kind, the necessary consequence was, that the whole population became   intimately acquainted with the structure of every book in the Bible, and   were able to recall every passage with its appropriate accompanying   truths” (Thoughts on Preaching [Edinburgh and Carlisle, Pa.: Banner of Truth, reprint 1975], p. 240).
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