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This article is about the 43rd President of the United States. For his father, the 41st President, see George H. W. Bush. For the American settler, see George Washington Bush.
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George Walker Bush (born July 6, 1946) is an American politician who served as the 43rd President of the United States[image: External link] from 2001 to 2009. He was also the 46th Governor of Texas[image: External link] from 1995 to 2000. After graduating from Yale University in 1968 and Harvard Business School in 1975, he worked in the oil industry. Bush married Laura Welch in 1977 and ran unsuccessfully for the House of Representatives shortly thereafter. He later co-owned the Texas Rangers[image: External link] baseball team before defeating Ann Richards in the 1994 Texas gubernatorial election. Bush was elected president in 2000 after a close and controversial win[image: External link] over Democratic rival Al Gore, becoming the fourth president to be elected while receiving fewer popular votes than his opponent.[3]

From a prominent political family, he is the eldest son of Barbara and George H. W. Bush, the 41st President of the United States, making him only the second president to assume the nation's highest office after his father, following the lead of John Quincy Adams.[4] His brother, Jeb Bush, a former Governor of Florida[image: External link], was a candidate for the Republican[image: External link] presidential nomination in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link]. His paternal grandfather, Prescott Bush, was a United States Senator from Connecticut.

The September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link] occurred eight months into Bush's first term as president. Bush responded with what became known as the Bush Doctrine: launching a "War on Terror", an international military campaign that included the war in Afghanistan in 2001 and the Iraq War in 2003. He also promoted policies on the economy, health care, education, Social Security reform, and amending the Constitution to prohibit same-sex marriage.[5] He signed into law broad tax cuts, the Patriot Act, the No Child Left Behind Act, the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act, Medicare prescription drug benefits for seniors, and funding for the AIDS relief program known as PEPFAR. His tenure included national debates on immigration[image: External link], Social Security, electronic surveillance, and torture.

In the 2004[image: External link] Presidential race, Bush defeated Democratic Senator John Kerry in another relatively close election. After his re-election, Bush received increasingly heated criticism from across the political spectrum[6][7][8] for his handling of the Iraq War, Hurricane Katrina,[9][10][11] and other challenges. Amid this criticism, the Democratic Party[image: External link] regained control of Congress in the 2006 elections[image: External link]. In December 2007, the United States entered its longest post-World War II recession, often referred to as the "Great Recession", prompting the Bush administration to obtain congressional passage of multiple economic programs intended to preserve the country's financial system. Nationally, Bush was both one of the most popular and unpopular presidents in history, having received the highest recorded presidential approval ratings in the wake of the September 11 attacks, as well as one of the lowest approval ratings during the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link].[12]

Bush left office in 2009, returning to Texas where he purchased a home in Dallas. In 2010, he published his memoir, Decision Points.[13] His presidential library was opened in 2013. His presidency has been ranked among the worst in historians' polls published in the late 2000s and 2010s.[14][15][16]





TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life and career




Main article: Early life of George W. Bush


George Walker Bush was born on July 6, 1946, at Grace-New Haven Hospital (now Yale–New Haven Hospital[image: External link]) in New Haven, Connecticut,[17] as the first child of George Herbert Walker Bush and his wife, the former Barbara Pierce. He was raised in Midland and Houston, Texas, with four siblings, Jeb, Neil, Marvin and Dorothy. Another younger sister, Robin, died from leukemia at the age of three in 1953.[18] His grandfather, Prescott Bush, was a U.S. Senator from Connecticut.[19] His father, George H.W. Bush, was Ronald Reagan's Vice President from 1981 to 1989 and the 41st U.S. President from 1989 to 1993. Bush has English[image: External link] and some German[image: External link] ancestry, along with more distant Dutch, Welsh, Irish[image: External link], French, and Scottish[image: External link] roots.[20]
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 Education




Bush attended public schools in Midland, Texas, until the family moved to Houston after he had completed seventh grade. He then spent two years at The Kinkaid School, a prep school in Houston.[21]

Bush attended high school at Phillips Academy, a boarding school (then all-male) in Andover, Massachusetts, where he played baseball and was the head cheerleader during his senior year.[22][23] He attended Yale University from 1964 to 1968, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree in history.[24] During this time, he was a cheerleader and a member of the Delta Kappa Epsilon, serving as the president of the fraternity during his senior year.[25][26][27] Bush became a member of the Skull and Bones society as a senior.[28] Bush was a rugby union player and was on Yale's 1st XV.[29] He characterized himself as an average student.[30] His GPA during his first three years at Yale was 77, and he had a similar average under a nonnumeric rating system in his final year.[31]

Beginning in the fall of 1973, Bush attended Harvard Business School. He graduated in 1975 with an M.B.A. degree. He is the only U.S. president to have earned an M.B.A.[32]
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 Family and personal life




See also: Bush family


At a backyard barbecue in 1977, friends introduced him to Laura Welch, a school teacher and librarian. After a three-month courtship, she accepted his marriage proposal and they wed on November 5 of that year.[33] The couple settled in Midland, Texas. Bush left his family's Episcopal Church to join his wife's United Methodist Church.[34] On November 25, 1981, Laura Bush gave birth to fraternal twin daughters, Barbara and Jenna.[33]

Prior to his marriage, Bush had multiple episodes of alcohol abuse.[35] In one instance on September 4, 1976, he was arrested near his family's summer home in Kennebunkport, Maine for driving under the influence of alcohol. He pleaded guilty, was fined $150, and had his Maine driver's license briefly suspended.[36] Bush said his wife has had a stabilizing effect on his life,[33] and attributes his 1986 decision to give up alcohol to her influence.[37] While Governor of Texas, Bush said of his wife, "I saw an elegant, beautiful woman who turned out not only to be elegant and beautiful, but very smart and willing to put up with my rough edges, and I must confess has smoothed them off over time."[33]

Bush has been an avid reader throughout his adult life, preferring biographies and histories.[38] During his time as president, Bush read the Bible daily.[39] He also read 14 Lincoln biographies, and during the last three years of his presidency, he reportedly read 186 books. Walt Harrington, a journalist, recalled seeing "books by John Fowles, F. Scott Fitzgerald, James Joyce, and Gore Vidal lying about, as well as biographies of Willa Cather and Queen Victoria" in his home when Bush was a Texas oilman. Other activities include cigar smoking and golf.[40] Since leaving the White House, Bush has also taken up oil painting.[41]
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Main article: George W. Bush military service controversy


See also: Killian documents controversy and Killian documents authenticity issues


In May 1968, Bush was commissioned into the Texas Air National Guard.[42] After two years of active-duty service while training,[43] he was assigned to Houston, flying Convair F-102s with the 147th Reconnaissance Wing out of the Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base.[42][44] Critics, including former Democratic National Committee Chairman Terry McAuliffe, have alleged that Bush was favorably treated due to his father's political standing as a member of the House of Representatives, citing his selection as a pilot despite his low pilot aptitude test scores and his irregular attendance.[42] In June 2005, the United States Department of Defense released all the records of Bush's Texas Air National Guard service, which remain in its official archives.[45]

In late 1972 and early 1973, he drilled with the 187th Fighter Wing of the Alabama Air National Guard. He had moved to Montgomery, Alabama, to work on the unsuccessful U.S. Senate campaign of Republican Winton M. Blount.[46][47] In 1972, Bush was suspended from flying for failure to take a scheduled physical exam.[48] He was honorably discharged from the Air Force Reserve on November 21, 1974.[49]
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 Business career




Main article: Professional life of George W. Bush


In 1977, Bush established Arbusto Energy, a small oil exploration company, although it did not begin operations until the following year.[50][51] He later changed the name to Bush Exploration. In 1984, his company merged with the larger Spectrum 7, and Bush became chairman.[52] The company was hurt by decreased oil prices, and it folded into HKN, Inc.,[52][53] with Bush becoming a member of HKN's board of directors.[52] Questions of possible insider trading involving HKN arose, but a Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) investigation concluded that the information Bush had at the time of his stock sale was not sufficient to constitute insider trading.[52][54]

In April 1989, Bush arranged for a group of investors to purchase a controlling interest in the Texas Rangers[image: External link] baseball franchise for $89M and invested $500K himself to start. He then served as managing general partner for five years.[55] He actively led the team's projects and regularly attended its games, often choosing to sit in the open stands with fans.[56] Bush's sale of his shares in the Rangers in 1998 brought him over $15 million from his initial $800,000 investment.[57]
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 Early political involvement




In 1978[image: External link], Bush ran for the House of Representatives from Texas's 19th congressional district[image: External link]. The retiring member, George H. Mahon, had held the district for the Democratic Party since 1935. Bush's opponent, Kent Hance, portrayed him as out of touch with rural Texans, and Bush lost the election with 46.8 percent of the vote to Hance's 53.2 percent.[58]

Bush and his family moved to Washington, D.C., in 1988 to work on his father's campaign for the U.S. presidency.[59][60] He served as a campaign advisor and liaison to the media, and assisted his father by campaigning across the country.[52] In December 1991, Bush was one of seven people named by his father to run his father's 1992 presidential re-election campaign, as a "campaign advisor".[61] The previous month, his father had asked him to tell White House chief of staff John H. Sununu that he should resign.[62]
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 Governor of Texas (1995–2000)




Main article: Governorship of George W. Bush


Bush declared his candidacy for the 1994 Texas gubernatorial election at the same time that his brother Jeb sought the governorship of Florida. His campaign focused on four themes: welfare reform, tort reform, crime reduction, and education improvement.[52] Bush's campaign advisers were Karen Hughes, Joe Allbaugh, and Karl Rove.[63]

After easily winning the Republican primary, Bush faced popular Democratic incumbent Governor Ann Richards.[52][64] In the course of the campaign, Bush pledged to sign a bill allowing Texans to obtain permits to carry concealed weapons. Richards had vetoed the bill, but Bush signed it into law after he became governor.[65] According to The Atlantic Monthly, the race "featured a rumor that she was a lesbian, along with a rare instance of such a tactic's making it into the public record – when a regional chairman of the Bush campaign allowed himself, perhaps inadvertently, to be quoted criticizing Richards for 'appointing avowed homosexual activists' to state jobs".[66] The Atlantic, and others, connected the lesbian rumor to Karl Rove,[67] but Rove denied being involved.[68] Bush won the general election with 53.5 percent against Richards' 45.9 percent.[69]

Bush used a budget surplus to push through Texas's largest tax-cut, $2 billion.[63] He extended government funding for organizations providing education of the dangers of alcohol and drug use and abuse, and helping to reduce domestic violence.[70] Critics contended that during his tenure, Texas ranked near the bottom in environmental evaluations. Supporters pointed to his efforts to raise the salaries of teachers and improve educational test scores.[52]

In 1999, Bush signed a law that required electric retailers to buy a certain amount of energy from renewable sources (RPS),[71][72][73] which helped Texas eventually become the leading producer of wind powered electricity in the U.S.[74][75][76]

In 1998, Bush won re-election with a record[52] 69 percent of the vote.[77] He became the first governor in Texas history to be elected to two consecutive four-year terms.[52] For most of Texas history, governors served two-year terms; a constitutional amendment extended those terms to four years starting in 1975.[78] In his second term, Bush promoted faith-based organizations and enjoyed high approval ratings.[52] He proclaimed June 10, 2000 to be Jesus Day in Texas, a day on which he "urge[d] all Texans to answer the call to serve those in need".[79]

Throughout Bush's first term, national attention focused on him as a potential future presidential candidate. Following his re-election, speculation soared.[52] Within a year, he decided to seek the 2000 Republican presidential nomination.
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Main article: United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]
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 Primary




Lame duck incumbent president Bill Clinton was a Democrat, and the field for nomination for President of both parties was wide open. Bush was governor of Texas in June 1999 when he announced his candidacy for President of the United States. He entered a large field of hopefuls for the Republican Party presidential nomination that included John McCain, Alan Keyes, Steve Forbes, Gary Bauer, Orrin Hatch, Elizabeth Dole, Dan Quayle, Pat Buchanan, Lamar Alexander, John Kasich, and Bob Smith.

Bush portrayed himself as a compassionate conservative, implying he was more centrist than other Republicans. He campaigned on a platform that included bringing integrity and honor back to the White House, increasing the size of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link], cutting taxes, improving education, and aiding minorities.[52] By early 2000, the race had centered on Bush and McCain.[52]

Bush won the Iowa caucuses, and although he was heavily favored to win the New Hampshire primary, he trailed McCain by 19 percent and lost that primary. Despite this, Bush regained momentum, and according to political observers, he effectively became the front runner after the South Carolina primary—which according to The Boston Globe—made history for his campaign's negativity. The New York Times described it as a smear campaign.[80][81][82]
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 General election




On July 25, 2000, Bush surprised some observers when he selected Dick Cheney—a former White House Chief of Staff, U.S. Representative, and Secretary of Defense[image: External link]—to be his running mate. At the time, Cheney was serving as head of Bush's Vice-Presidential search committee. Soon after at the 2000 Republican National Convention, Bush and Cheney were officially nominated by the Republican Party.

Bush continued to campaign across the country and touted his record as governor of Texas.[52] During his campaign, Bush criticized his Democratic opponent, incumbent Vice President Al Gore, over gun control and taxation.[83]

When the election returns were tallied on November 7, Bush had won 29 states, including Florida. The closeness of the Florida outcome led to a recount.[52] The initial recount also went to Bush, but the outcome was tied up in lower courts for a month until eventually reaching the U.S. Supreme Court.[84] On December 9, in the controversial Bush v. Gore ruling,[85] the Court reversed a Florida Supreme Court decision that had ordered a third count, and stopped an ordered statewide hand recount based on the argument that the use of different standards among Florida's counties violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.[52] The machine recount showed that Bush had won the Florida vote by a margin of 537 votes out of six million cast.[86] Although he had received 543,895 fewer individual nationwide votes than Gore, Bush won the election, receiving 271 electoral votes[image: External link] to Gore's 266 (Gore's statewide victories had electoral votes tallying 267; however, one of Gore's pledged electors abstained, rendering the official tally at 266). Bush was the first person to win an American presidential election with fewer popular votes than another candidate since Benjamin Harrison in 1888.[86]
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 2004 presidential candidacy




Main article: United States presidential election, 2004[image: External link]


In his 2004 bid for re-election, Bush commanded broad support in the Republican Party and did not encounter a primary challenge. He appointed Ken Mehlman as campaign manager, and Karl Rove devised a political strategy .[87] Bush and the Republican platform emphasized a strong commitment to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,[88] support for the USA PATRIOT Act,[89] a renewed shift in policy for constitutional amendments banning abortion and same-sex marriage,[88][90] reforming Social Security to create private investment accounts,[88] creation of an ownership society,[88] and opposing mandatory carbon emissions controls.[91] Bush also called for the implementation of a guest worker program for immigrants,[88] which was criticized by conservatives.[92]

The Bush campaign advertised across the U.S. against Democratic candidates, including Bush's emerging opponent, Massachusetts Senator John Kerry. Kerry and other Democrats attacked Bush on the Iraq War, and accused him of failing to stimulate the economy and job growth. The Bush campaign portrayed Kerry as a staunch liberal who would raise taxes and increase the size of government. The Bush campaign continuously criticized Kerry's seemingly contradictory statements on the war in Iraq,[52] and argued that Kerry lacked the decisiveness and vision necessary for success in the War on Terror.

In the election, Bush carried 31 of 50 states, receiving a total of 286 electoral votes[image: External link]. He won an absolute majority of the popular vote (50.7 percent to his opponent's 48.3 percent).[93] Bush's father George H.W. Bush was the previous president who won an absolute majority of the popular vote; he accomplished that feat in the 1988 election. Additionally, it was the first time since Herbert Hoover's election in 1928 that a Republican president was elected alongside re-elected Republican majorities in both Houses of Congress.
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 Presidency (2001–2009)




Main article: Presidency of George W. Bush


Bush had originally outlined an ambitious domestic agenda, but his priorities were significantly altered following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks[image: External link].[94] Wars were waged in Afghanistan and Iraq, and there were significant domestic debates regarding immigration, healthcare, Social Security, economic policy, and treatment of terrorist detainees. Over an eight-year period, Bush's once-high approval ratings[95] steadily declined, while his disapproval numbers increased significantly.[96] In 2007, the United States entered the longest post-World War II recession.[97]
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Main article: Domestic policy of the George W. Bush administration
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Main article: Economic policy of the George W. Bush administration


Bush took office during a period of economic recession in the wake of the bursting of the Dot-com bubble.[98] The terrorist attacks also impacted the economy. His administration increased federal government spending from $1.789 trillion to $2.983 trillion (60 percent) while revenues increased from $2.025 trillion to $2.524 trillion (from 2000 to 2008). Individual income tax revenues increased by 14 percent, corporate tax revenues by 50 percent, customs and duties by 40 percent. Discretionary defense spending was increased by 107 percent, discretionary domestic spending by 62 percent, Medicare spending by 131 percent, social security by 51 percent, and income security spending by 130 percent. Cyclically adjusted, revenues rose by 35 percent and spending by 65 percent.[99]

The increase in spending was more than under any predecessor since Lyndon B. Johnson.[100] The number of economic regulation governmental workers increased by 91,196.[101]

The surplus in fiscal year 2000 was $237 billion—the third consecutive surplus and the largest surplus ever.[102] In 2001, Bush's budget estimated that there would be a $5.6 trillion surplus over the next ten years.[103] Facing congressional opposition, Bush held townhall style meetings across the U.S. in order to increase public support for his plan for a $1.35 trillion tax cut program—one of the largest tax cuts in U.S. history.[52] Bush argued that unspent government funds should be returned to taxpayers, saying "the surplus is not the government's money. The surplus is the people's money."[52] Federal Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan warned of a recession and Bush stated that a tax cut would stimulate the economy and create jobs.[104] Treasury Secretary Paul H. O'Neill, opposed some of the tax cuts on the basis that they would contribute to budget deficits and undermine Social Security.[105] O'Neill disputes the claim, made in Bush's book Decision Points, that he never openly disagreed with him on planned tax cuts.[106] By 2003, the economy showed signs of improvement, though job growth remained stagnant.[52] Another tax cut program was passed that year.

During the 2001 to 2008 years, GDP grew at an average annual rate of 2.125 percent,[107] less than for past business cycles.[108]

Bush entered office with the Dow Jones Industrial Average at 10,587, and the average peaked in October 2007 at over 14,000. When Bush left office, the average was at 7,949, one of the lowest levels of his presidency.[109]

Unemployment originally rose from 4.2 percent in January 2001 to 6.3 percent in June 2003, but subsequently dropped to 4.5 percent as of July 2007.[110] Adjusted for inflation, median household income dropped by $1,175 between 2000 and 2007,[111] while Professor Ken Homa of Georgetown University has noted that "Median real after-tax household income went up 2 percent".[112] The poverty rate increased from 11.3 percent in 2000 to 12.3 percent in 2006 after peaking at 12.7 percent in 2004.[113] By October 2008, due to increases in spending,[114] the national debt[image: External link] had risen to $11.3 trillion,[115] an increase of over 100 percent from 2000 when the debt was only $5.6 trillion.[116][117] Most debt was accumulated as a result of what became known as the "Bush tax cuts" and increased national security spending.[118] In March 2006, then-Senator Barack Obama said when he voted against raising the debt ceiling: "The fact that we are here today to debate raising America's debt limit is a sign of leadership failure."[119] By the end of Bush's presidency, unemployment climbed to 7.2 percent.[120]

In December 2007, the United States entered the longest post–World War II recession,[97] which included a housing market correction, a subprime mortgage crisis, soaring oil prices, and a declining dollar value.[121] In February, 63,000 jobs were lost, a five-year record.[122][123] To aid with the situation, Bush signed a $170 billion economic stimulus package which was intended to improve the economic situation by sending tax rebate checks to many Americans and providing tax breaks for struggling businesses. The Bush administration pushed for significantly increased regulation of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac in 2003,[124] and after two years, the regulations passed the House but died in the Senate. Many Republican senators, as well as influential members of the Bush Administration, feared that the agency created by these regulations would merely be mimicking the private sector's risky practices.[125][126][127] In September 2008, the crisis became much more serious[image: External link] beginning with the government takeover of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac followed by the collapse of Lehman Brothers and a federal bailout of American International Group for $85 billion.[128]

Many economists and world governments determined that the situation became the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.[129][130] Additional regulation over the housing market would have been beneficial, according to former Federal Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan.[131] Bush, meanwhile, proposed a financial rescue plan to buy back a large portion of the U.S. mortgage market.[132] Vince Reinhardt, a former Federal Reserve economist now at the American Enterprise Institute, said "it would have helped for the Bush administration to empower the folks at Treasury and the Federal Reserve and the comptroller of the currency and the FDIC to look at these issues more closely", and additionally, that it would have helped "for Congress to have held hearings".[126]

In November 2008, over 500,000 jobs were lost, which marked the largest loss of jobs in the United States in 34 years.[133] The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that in the last four months of 2008, 1.9 million jobs were lost.[134] By the end of 2008, the U.S. had lost a total of 2.6 million jobs.[135]
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 Education and health




Bush undertook a number of educational agendas, such as increasing the funding for the National Science Foundation and National Institutes of Health in his first years of office, and creating education programs to strengthen the grounding in science and mathematics for American high school students. Funding for the NIH was cut in 2006, the first such cut in 36 years, due to rising inflation.[136]

One of the administration's early major initiatives was the No Child Left Behind Act, which aimed to measure and close the gap between rich and poor student performance, provide options to parents with students in low-performing schools, and target more federal funding to low-income schools. This landmark education initiative passed with broad bipartisan support, including that of Senator Ted Kennedy of Massachusetts.[137] It was signed into law by Bush in early 2002.[138] Many contend that the initiative has been successful, as cited by the fact that students in the U.S. have performed significantly better on state reading and math tests since Bush signed "No Child Left Behind" into law.[139] Critics argue that it is underfunded[140] and that NCLBA's focus on "high-stakes testing" and quantitative outcomes is counterproductive.[141]

After being re-elected, Bush signed into law a Medicare drug benefit program that, according to Jan Crawford[image: External link], resulted in "the greatest expansion in America's welfare state in forty years;" the bill's costs approached $7 trillion.[142] In 2007, Bush opposed and vetoed State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) legislation, which was added by the Democrats onto a war funding bill and passed by Congress. The SCHIP legislation would have significantly expanded federally funded health care benefits and plans to children of some low-income families from about six million to ten million children. It was to be funded by an increase in the cigarette tax.[143] Bush viewed the legislation as a move toward socialized health care, and asserted that the program could benefit families making as much as $83,000 per year who did not need the help.[144]
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 Social services and Social Security




Following Republican efforts to pass the Medicare Act of 2003, Bush signed the bill, which included major changes to the Medicare program by providing beneficiaries with some assistance in paying for prescription drugs, while relying on private insurance for the delivery of benefits.[145] The retired persons lobby group AARP worked with the Bush Administration on the program and gave their endorsement. Bush said the law, estimated to cost $400 billion over the first ten years, would give the elderly "better choices and more control over their health care".[146]

Bush began his second term by outlining a major initiative to "reform" Social Security,[147] which was facing record deficit projections beginning in 2005. Bush made it the centerpiece of his domestic agenda despite opposition from some in the U.S. Congress.[147] In his 2005 State of the Union Address, Bush discussed the potential impending bankruptcy of the program and outlined his new program, which included partial privatization of the system, personal Social Security accounts, and options to permit Americans to divert a portion of their Social Security tax (FICA) into secured investments.[147] Democrats opposed the proposal to partially privatize the system.[147]

Bush embarked on a 60-day national tour, campaigning for his initiative in media events known as "Conversations on Social Security", in an attempt to gain public support.[148] Nevertheless, public support for the proposal declined[149] and the House Republican leadership decided not to put Social Security reform on the priority list for the remainder of their 2005 legislative agenda.[150] The proposal's legislative prospects were further diminished by the fall of 2005 political fallout from Hurricane Katrina.[151] After the Democrats gained control of both houses of Congress as a result of the 2006 midterm elections[image: External link], there was no prospect of further congressional action on the Bush proposal for the remainder of his term in office.
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 Environmental policies




Main article: Domestic policy of the George W. Bush administration § Environment[image: External link]


Upon taking office in 2001, Bush stated his opposition to the Kyoto Protocol, an amendment to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change which seeks to impose mandatory targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, citing that the treaty exempted 80 percent of the world's population[152] and would have cost tens of billions of dollars per year.[153] He also cited that the Senate had voted 95–0 in 1997 on a resolution expressing its disapproval of the protocol.

In May 2001, Bush signed an executive order to create an inter-agency task force to streamline energy projects,[154] and later signed two other executive orders to tackle environmental issues.[155]

In 2002, Bush announced the Clear Skies Act of 2003,[156] aimed at amending the Clean Air Act to reduce air pollution through the use of emissions trading programs. Many experts argued that this legislation would have weakened the original legislation by allowing higher emission rates of pollutants than were previously legal.[157] The initiative was introduced to Congress, but failed to make it out of committee.

Later in 2006, Bush declared the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands a national monument, creating the largest marine reserve to date. The Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument comprises 84 million acres (340,000 km2) and is home to 7,000 species of fish, birds, and other marine animals, many of which are specific to only those islands.[158] The move was hailed by conservationists for "its foresight and leadership in protecting this incredible area".[159]

Bush has said that he believes that global warming is real[160] and has noted that it is a serious problem, but he asserted there is a "debate over whether it's man-made or naturally caused".[161] The Bush Administration's stance on global warming remained controversial in the scientific and environmental communities. Critics have alleged that the administration[162] misinformed the public and did not do enough to reduce carbon emissions[image: External link] and deter global warming.[163]
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 Energy policies




In his 2006 State of the Union Address, Bush declared, "America is addicted to oil" and announced his Advanced Energy Initiative to increase energy development[image: External link] research.[164]

In his 2007 State of the Union Address, Bush renewed his pledge to work toward diminished reliance on foreign oil by reducing fossil fuel consumption and increasing alternative fuel production.[165] Amid high gasoline prices in 2008, Bush lifted a ban on offshore drilling.[166] However, the move was largely symbolic because there was still a federal law banning offshore drilling. Bush said, "This means that the only thing standing between the American people and these vast oil reserves is action from the U.S. Congress."[166] Bush had said in June 2008, "In the long run, the solution is to reduce demand for oil by promoting alternative energy technologies. My administration has worked with Congress to invest in gas-saving technologies like advanced batteries and hydrogen fuel cells... In the short run, the American economy will continue to rely largely on oil. And that means we need to increase supply, especially here at home. So my administration has repeatedly called on Congress to expand domestic oil production."[167]

In his 2008 State of the Union Address, Bush announced that the U.S. would commit $2 billion over the next three years to a new international fund to promote clean energy technologies and fight climate change, saying, "Along with contributions from other countries, this fund will increase and accelerate the deployment of all forms of cleaner, more efficient technologies in developing nations like India and China, and help leverage substantial private-sector capital by making clean energy projects more financially attractive." He also announced plans to reaffirm the United States' commitment to work with major economies, and, through the UN, to complete an international agreement that will slow, stop, and eventually reverse the growth of greenhouse gases; he stated, "This agreement will be effective only if it includes commitments by every major economy and gives none a free ride."[168]
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 Stem cell research and first veto




Federal funding for medical research involving the creation or destruction of human embryos through the Department of Health and Human Services and the National Institutes of Health has been forbidden by law since the passage in 1995 of the Dickey-Wicker Amendment by Congress and the signature of President Bill Clinton.[169] Bush has said that he supports adult stem cell research and has supported federal legislation that finances adult stem cell research. However, Bush did not support embryonic stem cell research.[170] On August 9, 2001, Bush signed an executive order lifting the ban on federal funding for the 71 existing "lines" of stem cells,[171] but the ability of these existing lines to provide an adequate medium for testing has been questioned. Testing can be done on only 12 of the original lines, and all approved lines have been cultured in contact with mouse cells, which creates safety issues that complicate development and approval of therapies from these lines.[172] On July 19, 2006, Bush used his veto power for the first time in his presidency to veto the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act. The bill would have repealed the Dickey-Wicker Amendment, thereby permitting federal money to be used for research where stem cells are derived from the destruction of an embryo.[173]
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 Genetic Nondiscrimination




On May 21, 2008 President George W. Bush signed into law the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA).[174][175] The bill aims to protect Americans against discrimination based on their genetic information when it comes to health insurance and employment. The issue had been debated for 13 years before becoming law. It is designed to protect citizens while not hindering genetic research.
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 Immigration




Nearly 8 million immigrants came to the United States from 2000 to 2005, more than in any other five-year period in the nation's history.[176] Almost half entered illegally.[177] In 2006, Bush urged Congress to allow more than 12 million illegal immigrants to work in the United States with the creation of a "temporary guest-worker program". Bush also urged Congress to provide additional funds for border security and committed to deploying 6,000 National Guard troops to the Mexico–United States border.[178] From May to June 2007, Bush strongly supported the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007, which was written by a bipartisan group of Senators with the active participation of the Bush administration.[179] The bill envisioned a legalization program for illegal immigrants, with an eventual path to citizenship; establishing a guest worker program; a series of border and work site enforcement measures; a reform of the green card application process and the introduction of a point-based "merit" system for green cards; elimination of "chain migration" and of the Diversity Immigrant Visa[image: External link]; and other measures. Bush argued that the lack of legal status denies the protections of U.S. laws to millions of people who face dangers of poverty and exploitation, and penalizes employers despite a demand for immigrant labor.[180] Bush contended that the proposed bill did not amount to amnesty.[181]

A heated public debate followed, which resulted in a substantial rift within the Republican Party, most conservatives opposed it because of its legalization or amnesty provisions.[182] The bill was eventually defeated in the Senate on June 28, 2007, when a cloture motion failed on a 46–53 vote.[183] Bush expressed disappointment upon the defeat of one of his signature domestic initiatives.[184] The Bush administration later proposed a series of immigration enforcement measures that do not require a change in law.[185]

On September 19, 2010, former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said that Bush offered to accept 100,000 Palestinian refugees as American citizens if a permanent settlement had been reached between Israel and the Palestinian Authority.[186]
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 Hurricane Katrina




Main article: Political effects of Hurricane Katrina


Hurricane Katrina, one of the most damaging natural disasters in U.S. history, struck early in Bush's second term. Katrina formed in late August during the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season and devastated much of the north-central Gulf Coast of the United States[image: External link], particularly New Orleans.[187]

Bush declared a state of emergency in Louisiana[image: External link] on August 27,[188] and in Mississippi and Alabama the following day;[189] he authorized the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to manage the disaster, but his announcement failed to spur these agencies to action.[190] The eye of the hurricane made landfall on August 29, and New Orleans began to flood due to levee breaches; later that day, Bush declared that a major disaster existed in Louisiana,[191] officially authorizing FEMA to start using federal funds to assist in the recovery effort.

On August 30, DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff declared it "an incident of national significance",[192] triggering the first use of the newly created National Response Plan. Three days later, on September 2, National Guard troops first entered the city of New Orleans.[193] The same day, Bush toured parts of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama and declared that the success of the recovery effort up to that point was "not enough".[194]

As the disaster in New Orleans intensified, critics charged that Bush was misrepresenting his administration's role in what they saw as a flawed response. Leaders attacked Bush for having appointed apparently incompetent leaders to positions of power at FEMA, notably Michael D. Brown;[195] it was also argued that the federal response was limited as a result of the Iraq War[196] and Bush himself did not act upon warnings of floods.[197][198][199] Bush responded to mounting criticism by accepting full responsibility for the federal government's failures in its handling of the emergency.[193] It has been argued that with Katrina, Bush passed a political tipping point from which he would not recover.[200]
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Main article: Dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy


During Bush's second term, a controversy arose over the Justice Department's midterm dismissal of seven United States Attorneys.[201] The White House maintained that the U.S. attorneys were fired for poor performance.[202] Attorney General Alberto Gonzales later resigned over the issue, along with other senior members of the Justice Department.[203][204] The House Judiciary Committee issued subpoenas for advisers Harriet Miers and Josh Bolten to testify regarding this matter, but Bush directed Miers and Bolten to not comply with those subpoenas, invoking his right of executive privilege. Bush maintained that all of his advisers were protected under a broad executive privilege protection to receive candid advice. The Justice Department determined that the President's order was legal.[205]

Although Congressional investigations focused on whether the Justice Department and the White House were using the U.S. Attorney positions for political advantage, no official findings have been released. On March 10, 2008, the Congress filed a federal lawsuit to enforce their issued subpoenas.[206] On July 31, 2008, a United States district court judge ruled that Bush's top advisers were not immune from Congressional subpoenas.[207]

In all, twelve Justice Department officials resigned rather than testify under oath before Congress. They included Attorney General Alberto Gonzales[208] and his chief of staff Kyle Sampson,[209] Gonzales' liaison to the White House Monica Goodling,[210] aide to the president Karl Rove[211] and his senior aide Sara Taylor.[212] In addition, legal counsel to the president Harriet Miers[213] and deputy chief of staff to the president Joshua Bolten[214] were both found in contempt of Congress.[212]

In 2010, the Justice Department investigator concluded that though political considerations did play a part in as many as four of the attorney firings,[215] the firings were "inappropriately political", but not criminal. According to the prosecutors, there was insufficient evidence to pursue prosecution for any criminal offense.[216]
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 Purge of the Central Intelligence Agency




Following the resignation of CIA director George Tenet in 2004, Bush nominated Porter Goss[image: External link] to head the agency. The White House ordered Goss to purge agency officers who were disloyal to the administration. [217] After Goss' appointment, many of the CIA's senior agents were fired or quit. The CIA has been accused of deliberately leaking classified information to undermine the 2004 election. [218]
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 Foreign policy




Main article: Foreign policy of the George W. Bush administration


In July 2001, Bush visited Pope John Paul II at Castel Gandolfo.[219] During his Presidential campaign, Bush's foreign policy[image: External link] platform included support for stronger economic and political relationship with Latin America, especially Mexico[image: External link], and a reduction of involvement in "nation-building" and other small-scale military engagements. The administration pursued a national missile defense.[220] Bush was an advocate of China's entry into the World Trade Organization.[221]

In his 2002 State of the Union Address, Bush referred to an axis of evil including Iraq, Iran and North Korea[image: External link].[222] After the September 11 attacks on New York, Bush launched the War on Terror, in which the United States military and a small international coalition invaded Afghanistan[image: External link]. In 2003, Bush then launched the invasion of Iraq, searching for Weapons of Mass Destruction, which he described as being part of the War on Terrorism.[223] Those invasions led to the toppling of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan and the removal of Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq.

Bush began his second term with an emphasis on improving strained relations with European nations. He appointed long-time adviser Karen Hughes to oversee a global public relations campaign. Bush lauded the pro-democracy struggles in Georgia and Ukraine.[224]

In March 2006, a visit to India led to renewed ties between the two countries, reversing decades of U.S. policy.[225] The visit focused particularly on areas of nuclear energy and counter-terrorism cooperation, discussions that would lead eventually to the India–United States Civil Nuclear Agreement.[226]

This is in stark contrast to the stance taken by his predecessor, Clinton, whose approach and response to India after the 1998 nuclear tests was that of sanctions and hectoring. The relationship between India and the United States was one that dramatically improved during Bush's tenure.[227]

Midway through Bush's second term, it was questioned whether Bush was retreating from his freedom and democracy agenda, highlighted in policy changes toward some oil-rich former Soviet republics in central Asia.[228]

In an address before both Houses of Congress on September 20, 2001, Bush thanked the nations of the world for their support following the September 11 attacks. He specifically thanked UK Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link] for traveling to Washington to show "unity of purpose with America", and said "America has no truer friend than Great Britain."[229]
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Main article: September 11 attacks[image: External link]


The September 11 terrorist attacks were a major turning point in Bush's presidency. That evening, he addressed the nation from the Oval Office, promising a strong response to the attacks. He also emphasized the need for the nation to come together and comfort the families of the victims. On September 14, he visited Ground Zero, meeting with Mayor Rudy Giuliani, firefighters, police officers, and volunteers. Bush addressed the gathering via a megaphone while standing on a heap of rubble, to much applause: "I can hear you. The rest of the world hears you. And the people who knocked these buildings down will hear all of us soon."[230]

In a September 20 speech, Bush condemned Osama bin Laden and his organization Al-Qaeda, and issued an ultimatum to the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, where bin Laden was operating, to "hand over the terrorists, or ... share in their fate".[231]
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 War on Terrorism




Main article: War on Terror


After September 11, Bush announced a global War on Terror. The Afghan Taliban regime was not forthcoming with Osama bin Laden, so Bush ordered the invasion of Afghanistan to overthrow the Taliban regime.[232] In his January 29, 2002 State of the Union Address, he asserted that an "axis of evil" consisting of North Korea, Iran, and Iraq was "arming to threaten the peace of the world" and "pose[d] a grave and growing danger".[233] The Bush Administration asserted both a right and the intention to wage preemptive war, or preventive war.[234] This became the basis for the Bush Doctrine which weakened the unprecedented levels of international and domestic support for the United States which had followed the September 11 attacks.[235]

Dissent and criticism of Bush's leadership in the War on Terror increased as the war in Iraq continued.[236][237][238] In 2006, a National Intelligence Estimate concluded that the Iraq War had become the "cause célèbre for jihadists".[239][240]
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 Afghanistan invasion




Main article: War in Afghanistan (2001–14)


On October 7, 2001, U.S. and British forces initiated bombing campaigns that led to the arrival of Northern Alliance troops in Kabul on November 13. The main goals of the war were to defeat the Taliban, drive al-Qaeda out of Afghanistan, and capture key al-Qaeda leaders. In December 2001, the Pentagon reported that the Taliban had been defeated,[241] but cautioned that the war would go on to continue weakening Taliban and al-Qaeda leaders.[241] Later that month the UN had installed the Afghan Transitional Administration chaired by Hamid Karzai.[242][243] In 2002, based on UNICEF figures, Nicholas Kristof reported that "our invasion of Afghanistan may end up saving one million lives over the next decade" as the result of improved healthcare and greater access to humanitarian aid.[244]

Efforts to kill or capture al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden failed as he escaped a battle in December 2001 in the mountainous region of Tora Bora, which the Bush Administration later acknowledged to have resulted from a failure to commit enough U.S. ground troops.[245] It was not until May 2011, two years after Bush left office, that bin Laden was killed by U.S. forces. Bin Laden's successor, Ayman al-Zawahiri, remains at large.

Despite the initial success in driving the Taliban from power in Kabul, by early 2003 the Taliban was regrouping, amassing new funds and recruits.[246] The 2005 failure of Operation Red Wings showed that the Taliban had returned.[247] In 2006, the Taliban insurgency appeared larger, fiercer and better organized than expected, with large-scale allied offensives such as Operation Mountain Thrust attaining limited success.[248][249][250] As a result, Bush commissioned 3,500 additional troops to the country in March 2007.[251]
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 Iraq invasion




Main articles: Iraq War and George W. Bush and the Iraq War


Beginning with his January 29, 2002 State of the Union address, Bush began publicly focusing attention on Iraq, which he labeled as part of an "axis of evil" allied with terrorists and posing "a grave and growing danger" to U.S. interests through possession of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link].[233][252]

In the latter half of 2002, CIA reports contained assertions of Saddam Hussein's intent of reconstituting nuclear weapons programs, not properly accounting for Iraqi biological and chemical weapons, and that some Iraqi missiles had a range greater than allowed by the UN sanctions.[253][254] Contentions that the Bush Administration manipulated or exaggerated the threat and evidence of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction capabilities would eventually become a major point of criticism for the president.[255][256]

In late 2002 and early 2003, Bush urged the United Nations to enforce Iraqi disarmament mandates, precipitating a diplomatic crisis. In November 2002, Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei led UN weapons inspectors in Iraq, but were advised by the U.S. to depart the country four days prior to the U.S. invasion, despite their requests for more time to complete their tasks.[257] The U.S. initially sought a UN Security Council[image: External link] resolution authorizing the use of military force but dropped the bid for UN approval due to vigorous opposition from several countries.[258]

More than 20 nations (most notably the United Kingdom), designated the "coalition of the willing" joined the United States[259] in invading Iraq. They launched the invasion on March 20, 2003. The Iraqi military was quickly defeated. The capital, Baghdad, fell on April 9, 2003. On May 1, Bush declared the end of major combat operations in Iraq. The initial success of U.S. operations increased his popularity, but the U.S. and allied forces faced a growing insurgency led by sectarian groups; Bush's "Mission Accomplished" speech was later criticized as premature.[260] From 2004 until 2007, the situation in Iraq deteriorated further, with some observers arguing that there was a full-scale civil war in Iraq.[261] Bush's policies met with criticism, including demands domestically to set a timetable to withdraw troops from Iraq. The 2006 report of the bipartisan Iraq Study Group, led by James Baker, concluded that the situation in Iraq was "grave and deteriorating". While Bush admitted that there were strategic mistakes made in regards to the stability of Iraq,[262] he maintained he would not change the overall Iraq strategy.[263][264] According to Iraq Body Count, some 251,000 Iraqis have been killed in the civil war following the U.S.-led invasion, including at least 163,841 civilians.[265]

In January 2005, free, democratic elections were held in Iraq for the first time in 50 years.[266] According to Iraqi National Security Advisor Mowaffak al-Rubaie[image: External link], "This is the greatest day in the history of this country."[266] Bush praised the event as well, saying that the Iraqis "have taken rightful control of their country's destiny".[266] This led to the election of Jalal Talabani[image: External link] as President and Nouri al-Maliki as Prime Minister of Iraq. A referendum to approve a constitution in Iraq was held in October 2005, supported by most Shiites[image: External link] and many Kurds.[267]

On January 10, 2007, Bush announced a surge of 21,500 more troops for Iraq, as well as a job program for Iraqis, more reconstruction proposals, and $1.2 billion for these programs.[268] On May 1, 2007, Bush used his second-ever veto to reject a bill setting a deadline for the withdrawal of U.S. troops,[269] saying the debate over the conflict was "understandable" but insisting that a continued U.S. presence there was crucial.[270]

In March 2008, Bush praised the Iraqi government's "bold decision" to launch the Battle of Basra against the Mahdi Army, calling it "a defining moment in the history of a free Iraq".[271] He said he would carefully weigh recommendations from his commanding General David Petraeus[image: External link] and Ambassador Ryan Crocker about how to proceed after the end of the military buildup in the summer of 2008. He also praised the Iraqis' legislative achievements, including a pension law, a revised de-Baathification law, a new budget, an amnesty law, and a provincial powers measure that, he said, set the stage for the Iraqi elections.[272] By July 2008, American troop deaths had reached their lowest number since the war began,[273] and due to increased stability in Iraq, Bush announced the withdrawal of additional American forces.[273]
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 Surveillance




Following the events of September 11, Bush issued an executive order authorizing the President's Surveillance Program which included allowing the NSA to monitor communications between suspected terrorists outside the U.S and parties within the U.S. without obtaining a warrant as required by the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act.[274] As of 2009, the other provisions of the program remained highly classified.[275] Once the Department of Justice Office of Legal Counsel questioned its original legal opinion that FISA did not apply in a time of war, the program was subsequently re-authorized by the President on the basis that the warrant requirements of FISA were implicitly superseded by the subsequent passage of the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Terrorists.[276] The program proved to be controversial, as critics of the administration, as well as organizations such as the American Bar Association, argued that it was illegal.[277] In August 2006, a U.S. district court judge ruled that the NSA electronic surveillance program was unconstitutional,[278] but on July 6, 2007, that ruling was vacated by the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit on the grounds that the plaintiffs lacked standing.[279] On January 17, 2007, Attorney General Alberto Gonzales informed U.S. Senate leaders that the program would not be reauthorized by the President, but would be subjected to judicial oversight.[280] Later in 2007, the NSA launched a replacement for the program, referred to as PRISM, that was subject to the oversight of the United States Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court.[281] This program was not publicly revealed until reports by The Washington Post[281] and The Guardian[282] emerged in June 2013.[281]
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See also: Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture


Bush authorized the CIA to use waterboarding and several other "enhanced interrogation techniques" that several critics, including Barack Obama, would label as torture.[283][284][285][286] Between 2002 and 2003 the CIA considered certain enhanced interrogation techniques, such as waterboarding, to be legal based on a secret Justice Department legal opinion arguing that terror detainees were not protected by the Geneva Conventions' ban on torture and Vice President Cheney said enhanced interrogation including waterboarding was not torture or illegal.[287][288] The CIA had exercised the technique on certain key terrorist suspects under authority given to it in the Bybee Memo from the Attorney General, though that memo was later withdrawn.[289] While not permitted by the U.S. Army Field Manuals which assert "that harsh interrogation tactics elicit unreliable information",[287] the Bush administration believed these enhanced interrogations "provided critical information" to preserve American lives.[290] Critics, such as former CIA officer Bob Baer, have stated that information was suspect, "you can get anyone to confess to anything if the torture's bad enough."[291]

On October 17, 2006, Bush signed into law the Military Commissions Act of 2006,[292] a law enacted in the wake of the Supreme Court's decision in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, 548 U.S. 557[image: External link] (2006),[293] which allows the U.S. government to prosecute unlawful enemy combatants by military commission rather than a standard trial. The law also denies them access to habeas corpus and bars the torture of detainees, but allows the president to determine what constitutes torture.[292]

On March 8, 2008, Bush vetoed H.R. 2082,[294] a bill that would have expanded congressional oversight over the intelligence community and banned the use of waterboarding as well as other forms of interrogation not permitted under the United States Army Field Manual on Human Intelligence Collector Operations, saying that "the bill Congress sent me would take away one of the most valuable tools in the War on Terror".[295] In April 2009, the ACLU sued and won release of the secret memos that had authorized the Bush administration's interrogation tactics.[296] One memo detailed specific interrogation tactics including a footnote that described waterboarding as torture as well as that the form of waterboarding used by the CIA was far more intense than authorized by the Justice Department.[297]
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Main article: North Korea–United States relations[image: External link]


Bush publicly condemned Kim Jong-il of North Korea, naming North Korea one of three states in an "axis of evil", and saying that "the United States of America will not permit the world's most dangerous regimes to threaten us with the world's most destructive weapons."[233] Within months, "both countries had walked away from their respective commitments under the U.S.–DPRK Agreed Framework of October 1994."[298] North Korea's October 9, 2006, detonation of a nuclear device further complicated Bush's foreign policy, which centered for both terms of his presidency on "[preventing] the terrorists and regimes who seek chemical, biological, or nuclear weapons from threatening the United States and the world".[233] Bush condemned North Korea's position, reaffirmed his commitment to "a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula", and stated that "transfer of nuclear weapons or material by North Korea to states or non-state entities would be considered a grave threat to the United States", for which North Korea would be held accountable.[299] On May 7, 2007, North Korea agreed to shut down its nuclear reactors immediately pending the release of frozen funds held in a foreign bank account. This was a result of a series of three-way talks initiated by the United States and including China.[300] On September 2, 2007, North Korea agreed to disclose and dismantle all of its nuclear programs by the end of 2007.[301] By May 2009, North Korea had restarted its nuclear program and threatened to attack South Korea.[302]

On June 22, 2010, "While South Korea prospers, the people of North Korea have suffered profoundly," he said, adding that, "communism had resulted in dire poverty, mass starvation and brutal suppression. "In recent years," he went on to say, "the suffering has been compounded by the leader who wasted North Korea's precious few resources on personal luxuries and nuclear weapons programs."[303]
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Bush expanded economic sanctions on Syria.[304] In early 2007, the Treasury Department, acting on a June 2005 executive order, froze American bank accounts of Syria's Higher Institute of Applied Science and Technology, Electronics Institute, and National Standards and Calibration Laboratory. Bush's order prohibits Americans from doing business with these institutions suspected of helping spread weapons of mass destruction[image: External link][305] and being supportive of terrorism.[306] Under separate executive orders signed by Bush in 2004 and later 2007, the Treasury Department froze the assets of two Lebanese and two Syrians, accusing them of activities to "undermine the legitimate political process in Lebanon" in November 2007. Those designated included: Assaad Halim Hardan, a member of Lebanon's parliament and current leader of the Syrian Socialist National Party; Wi'am Wahhab, a former member of Lebanon's government (Minister of the Environment) under Prime Minister Omar Karami (2004–2005); Hafiz Makhluf, a colonel and senior official in the Syrian General Intelligence Directorate and a cousin of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link]; and Muhammad Nasif Khayrbik, identified as a close adviser to Assad.[307]
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Bush initiated the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief Program (PEPFAR). The U.S. government has spent some $44 billion on the project since 2003 (a figure that includes $7 billion contributed to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, a multilateral organization),[308] saving an estimated 5 million lives.[309] According to The New York Times correspondent Peter Baker, "Bush did more to stop AIDS and more to help Africa than any president before or since."[309]
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On May 10, 2005, Vladimir Arutyunian, a native Georgian who was born to a family of ethnic Armenians, threw a live hand grenade toward a podium where Bush was speaking at Freedom Square in Tbilisi, Georgia[image: External link]. Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili was seated nearby. It landed in the crowd about 65 feet (20 m) from the podium after hitting a girl, but it did not detonate. Arutyunian was arrested in July 2005, confessed, was convicted and was given a life sentence in January 2006.[310]
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Bush withdrew U.S. support for several international agreements, including the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) with Russia. He also signed the Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty with Russia.

Bush emphasized a careful approach to the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians; he denounced Palestine Liberation Organization leader Yasser Arafat for his support of violence, but sponsored dialogues between Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian National Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. Bush supported Sharon's unilateral disengagement plan, and lauded the democratic elections held in Palestine after Arafat's death.

Bush also expressed U.S. support for the defense of Taiwan following the stand-off in April 2001 with the People's Republic of China over the Hainan Island incident, when an EP-3E Aries II surveillance aircraft collided with a People's Liberation Army Air Force jet, leading to the detention of U.S. personnel. From 2003 to 2004, Bush authorized U.S. military intervention in Haiti and Liberia to protect U.S. interests. Bush condemned the militia attacks Darfur and denounced the killings in Sudan as genocide.[311] Bush said that an international peacekeeping presence was critical in Darfur, but opposed referring the situation to the International Criminal Court.

In the State of the Union address in January 2003, Bush outlined a five-year strategy for global emergency AIDS relief, the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. Bush announced $15 billion for this effort[312] which directly supported life-saving antiretroviral treatment for more than 3.2 million men, women and children worldwide.[313]

On June 10, 2007, Bush met with Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha and became the first president to visit Albania.[314] Bush has voiced his support for the independence of Kosovo.[315] Bush opposed South Ossetia's independence.[316] On August 15, 2008, Bush said of Russia's invasion of the country of Georgia[image: External link]: "Bullying and intimidation are not acceptable ways to conduct foreign policy in the 21st century."[317]

Bush opened the 2002 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Salt Lake City, Utah. Departing from previous practice, he stood among a group of U.S. athletes rather than from a ceremonial stand or box, saying: "On behalf of a proud, determined, and grateful nation, I declare open the Games of Salt Lake City, celebrating the Olympic Winter Games."[318] In 2008, in the course of a good-will trip to Asia, he attended the Summer Olympics[image: External link] in Beijing.[319]

Bush twice invoked Section 3 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment[image: External link], which allows a President to temporarily transfer the powers and duties of his office to the Vice President who then becomes Acting President. On June 29, 2002, Bush underwent a colonoscopy and chose to invoke Section 3 of the amendment, making Vice President Dick Cheney the Acting President. The medical procedure began at 7:09 am. EDT and ended at 7:29 am. EDT. Bush woke up twenty minutes later, but did not resume his presidential powers and duties until 9:24 am. EDT after the president's doctor, Richard Tubb, conducted an overall examination. Tubb said he recommended the additional time to make sure the sedative had no after effects. On July 21, 2007, Bush again invoked Section 3 in response to having to undergo a colonoscopy, again making Vice President Cheney the Acting President. Bush invoked Section 3 at 7:16 am. EDT. He reclaimed his powers at 9:21 am. EDT. In both cases, Bush specifically cited Section 3 when he transferred the Presidential powers to the Vice President and when he reclaimed those powers.[320]
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Main article: George W. Bush Supreme Court candidates


Following the announcement of Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor's retirement on July 1, 2005, Bush nominated John Roberts to succeed her. On September 5, following the death of Chief Justice William Rehnquist, this nomination was withdrawn and Bush instead nominated Roberts for Chief Justice to succeed Rehnquist. Roberts was confirmed by the Senate as the 17th Chief Justice on September 29, 2005.

On October 3, 2005, Bush nominated long time White House Counsel Harriet Miers for O'Connor's position. After facing significant opposition from both parties, who found her to be ill-prepared and uninformed on the law,[321] Miers asked that her name be withdrawn on October 27. Four days later, on October 31, Bush nominated federal appellate judge Samuel Alito. Alito was confirmed as the 110th Supreme Court Justice on January 31, 2006.[322]
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Main article: List of federal judges appointed by George W. Bush


In addition to his two Supreme Court appointments, Bush appointed 61 judges to the United States courts of appeals and 261 judges to the United States district courts. Each of these numbers, along with his total of 324 judicial appointments, is third in American history, behind both Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton. Bush experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies. Debate during one confirmation session lasted "39 stupefying hours" according to The New York Times. On August 3, 2001, the Senate did not consent to keep existing nominations in status quo, returning 40 judicial nominations, and 164 total nominations.[323][324][325]

At the outset, Judicature magazine noted that the "Senate Democrats were gearing up for the approaching confirmation hearings" before the first set of nominees were sent to the Senate. It then cites The New York Times as saying "Senate Democrats have pledged they will not automatically vote to confirm Mr. Bush's judicial nominees and will subject them to intense scrutiny."[326]

The Senate confirmed only 8 out of 60 judicial nominations by October 2001. In February 2003, the Democrats successfully filibustered the nomination of Miguel Estrada.[327]
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 Domestic




Main article: Public image of George W. Bush


See also: Efforts to impeach George W. Bush
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Bush's upbringing in West Texas, his accent, his vacations on his Texas ranch, and his penchant for country metaphors contribute to his folksy, American cowboy image.[328][329] "I think people look at him and think John Wayne," said Piers Morgan, editor of the British Daily Mirror.[330] It has been suggested that Bush's accent was an active choice, as a way of distinguishing himself from Northeastern intellectuals and anchoring himself to his Texas roots.[331] Both supporters and detractors have pointed to his country persona as reasons for their support or criticism.[329]

Bush has been parodied by the media,[332] comedians, and other politicians.[333] Detractors tended to cite linguistic errors made by Bush during his public speeches, which are colloquially referred to as Bushisms.[334] Some pundits labeled Bush "the worst president ever".[335][336][337][338][339] In contrast to his father, who was perceived as having troubles with an overarching unifying theme, Bush embraced larger visions and was seen as a man of larger ideas and associated huge risks.[340] Tony Blair wrote in 2010 that the caricature of Bush as being dumb is "ludicrous" and that Bush is "very smart".[341] In an interview with Playboy, New York Times columnist David Brooks said George W. Bush "was 60 IQ points smarter in private than he was in public. He doesn't want anybody to think he's smarter than they are, so puts on a Texas act."[342]
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Bush began his presidency with approval ratings[image: External link] near 50 percent.[343] After the September 11 attacks[image: External link], Bush gained an approval rating of 90 percent,[344] maintaining 80 to 90 percent approval for four months after the attacks. It remained over 50 percent during most of his first term[12] and then fell to as low as 19 percent in his second term.[345]

In 2000 and again in 2004, Time magazine named George W. Bush as its Person of the Year, a title awarded to someone who the editors believe "has done the most to influence the events of the year".[346] In May 2004, Gallup reported that 89 percent of the Republican electorate approved of Bush.[347] However, the support waned due mostly to a minority of Republicans' frustration with him on issues of spending, illegal immigration, and Middle Eastern affairs.[348]

Within the United States armed forces, according to an unscientific survey, the president was strongly supported in the 2004 presidential elections.[349] While 73 percent of military personnel said that they would vote for Bush, 18 percent preferred his Democratic rival, John Kerry.[349] According to Peter Feaver[image: External link], a Duke University political scientist who has studied the political leanings of the U.S. military, members of the armed services supported Bush because they found him more likely than Kerry to complete the War in Iraq.[349]

Bush's approval rating went below the 50 percent mark in AP-Ipsos polling in December 2004.[350] Thereafter, his approval ratings and approval of his handling of domestic and foreign policy issues steadily dropped. Bush received heavy criticism for his handling of the Iraq War, his response to Hurricane Katrina and to the Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse, NSA warrantless surveillance, the Plame affair, and Guantanamo Bay detention camp controversies.[351] There were calls for Bush's impeachment, though most polls showed a plurality of Americans would not support such an action.[352] The arguments offered for impeachment usually centered on the NSA warrantless surveillance controversy,[353] the Bush administration's justification for the war in Iraq,[354] and alleged violations of the Geneva Conventions.[355] Representative Dennis Kucinich (D-OH), who had run against Bush during the 2004 presidential campaign, introduced 35 articles of impeachment on the floor of the House of Representatives against Bush on June 9, 2008, but Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) declared that impeachment was "off the table".[356]

Polls conducted in 2006 showed an average of 37 percent approval ratings for Bush,[357] the lowest for any second-term president at that point of his term since Harry S. Truman in March 1951 (when Truman's approval rating was 28 percent),[350][358] which contributed to what Bush called the "thumping" of the Republican Party in the 2006 mid-term elections[image: External link].[359] Throughout most of 2007, Bush's approval rating hovered in the mid-thirties;[360] the average for his entire second term was 37 percent, according to Gallup.[361]

By the beginning of 2008, his final year in office, Bush's approval rating had dropped to a low of just 19 percent, largely from the loss of support among Republicans.[345] Commenting on his low poll numbers and accusations of being "the worst president,"[362][363] Bush would say, "I make decisions on what I think is right for the United States based upon principles. I frankly don't give a damn about the polls."[364]

In the spring of that year, Bush's disapproval ratings reached the highest ever recorded for any president in the 70-year history of the Gallup poll, with 69 percent of those polled in April 2008 disapproving of the job Bush was doing as president and 28 percent approving—although the majority (66 percent) of Republicans still approved of his job performance.[365]

In polls conducted in the fall, just before the 2008 election, his approval ratings remained at record lows of 19 to 20 percent,[366][367] while his disapproval ratings ranged from 67 percent to as high as 75 percent.[367][368] In polling conducted January 9–11, 2009, his final job approval rating by Gallup was 34 percent, which placed him on par with Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and Harry S. Truman, the other presidents whose final Gallup ratings measured in the low 30s (Richard Nixon's final Gallup approval rating was even lower, at 24 percent).[369] According to a CBS News/New York Times poll conducted January 11–15, 2009, Bush's final approval rating in office was 22 percent, the lowest in American history.[366]
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Bush was criticized internationally and targeted by the global anti-war and anti-globalization campaigns for his administration's foreign policy.[370][371] Views of him within the international community—even in France, a close ally of the United States—were more negative than those of most previous American presidents in history.[372]

Bush was described as having especially close personal relationships with Tony Blair of Great Britain and Vicente Fox of Mexico, although formal relations were sometimes strained.[373][374][375] Other leaders, such as Afghan president Hamid Karzai,[376] Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni,[377] Spanish prime minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero[image: External link],[378] and Venezuelan president Hugo Chávez[image: External link],[379] openly criticized the president. Later in Bush's presidency, tensions arose between him and Vladimir Putin, which led to a cooling of their relationship.[380]

In 2006, most respondents in 18 of 21 countries surveyed around the world were found to hold an unfavorable opinion of Bush. Respondents indicated that they judged his administration as negative for world security.[381][382] In 2007, the Pew Global Attitudes Project reported that during the Bush presidency, attitudes towards the United States, and towards Americans, became less favorable around the world.[383]

A March 2007 survey of Arab opinion conducted by Zogby International and the University of Maryland found that Bush was the most disliked leader in the Arab world.[384]

The Pew Research Center's 2007 Global Attitudes poll found that out of 47 countries, in only nine countries did most respondents express "a lot of confidence" or "some confidence" in Bush: Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Israel, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mali, Nigeria, and Uganda.[385]

During a June 2007 visit to the predominantly Muslim[386] Albania[image: External link], Bush was greeted enthusiastically. Albania has a population of 2.8 million,[387] has troops in both Iraq and Afghanistan, and the country's government is highly supportive of American foreign policy.[388] A huge image of the President was hung in the middle of the capital city of Tirana[image: External link] flanked by Albanian and American flags while a local street was named after him.[389][390] A shirt-sleeved statue of Bush was unveiled in Fushë-Krujë, a few kilometers northwest of Tirana[image: External link].[391] The Bush administration's support for the independence of Albanian-majority Kosovo, while endearing him to the Albanians, has troubled U.S. relations with Serbia, leading to the February 2008 torching of the U.S. embassy in Belgrade.[392]
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On May 7, 2005, during an official state visit to Latvia, Bush was awarded the Order of the Three Stars[image: External link] presented to him by President Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga.[393] A few places outside the United States bear Bush's name. In 2005, the Tbilisi[image: External link] City Council voted to rename a street in honor of the U.S. president.[394] Previously known as Melaani Drive, the street links the Georgian[image: External link] capital's airport with the city center and was used by Bush's motorcade during his visit four months earlier.[395] A street in Tirana[image: External link], formerly known as Rruga Puntorët e Rilendjes, situated directly outside the Albanian Parliament[image: External link], was renamed after Bush a few days before he made the first-ever visit by an American president to Albania in June 2007.[396] In Jerusalem[image: External link], a small plaza with a monument bearing his name is also dedicated to Bush.[397]

In 2012, Estonian President Toomas Hendrik Ilves awarded Bush the Order of the Cross of Terra Mariana[image: External link] for his work in expanding NATO.[398]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reception




The George W. Bush presidency has been ranked among the worst in surveys of presidential scholars published in the late 2000s and 2010s.[14][15][16]

After his re-election in 2004, Bush received increasingly heated criticism from across the political spectrum[6][7][8] for his handling of the Iraq War, Hurricane Katrina,[9][10][11] and other challenges. Amid this criticism, the Democratic Party[image: External link] regained control of Congress in the 2006 elections[image: External link]. In December 2007, the United States entered its longest post-World War II recession, often referred to as the "Great Recession", prompting the Bush administration to obtain congressional passage of multiple economic programs intended to preserve the country's financial system. Nationally, Bush was both one of the most popular and unpopular presidents in history, having received the highest recorded presidential approval ratings in the wake of the September 11 attacks, as well as one of the lowest approval ratings during the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link].[12]

For his part, Bush said in 2013, "Ultimately history will judge the decisions I made, and I won't be around because it will take time for the objective historians to show up. So I am pretty comfortable with it. I did what I did."[399]
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Following the inauguration of Barack Obama, Bush and his family flew from Andrews Air Force Base to a homecoming celebration in Midland, Texas, following which they returned to their ranch in Crawford, Texas.[400] They bought a home in the Preston Hollow neighborhood of Dallas, Texas, where they settled down.[401]

He makes regular appearances at various events throughout the Dallas/Fort Worth area, most notably when he conducted the opening coin toss at the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link] first game in the team's new stadium[image: External link] in Arlington[402] and an April 2009 visit to a Texas Rangers[image: External link] game, where he thanked the people of Dallas for helping him settle in and was met with a standing ovation.[403] He also attended every home playoff game for the Texas Rangers[image: External link] 2010 season and, accompanied by his father, threw out the ceremonial first pitch at Rangers Ballpark in Arlington for Game 4 of the 2010 World Series on October 31, 2010.[404]

On August 6, 2013, Bush was successfully treated for a coronary artery blockage with a stent. The blockage had been found during an annual medical examination.[405]

In reaction to the 2016 shooting of Dallas police officers, Bush stated: "Laura and I are heartbroken by the heinous acts of violence in our city last night. Murdering the innocent is always evil, never more so than when the lives taken belong to those who protect our families and communities."[406]
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Since leaving office, Bush has kept a relatively low profile[407] though he has made public appearances, most notably after the release of his memoirs in 2010 and for the 10th anniversary of the September 11 attacks[image: External link] in 2011. In March 2009, he delivered his first post-presidency speech in Calgary, Alberta,[408][409] appeared via video on The Colbert Report during which he praised U.S. troops for earning a "special place in American history,"[410] and attended the funeral of Senator Ted Kennedy.[411] Bush made his debut as a motivational speaker on October 26 at the "Get Motivated" seminar in Dallas.[412] In the aftermath of the Fort Hood shooting that took place on November 5, 2009, in Texas, the Bushes paid an undisclosed visit to the survivors and victims' families the day following the shooting, having contacted the base commander requesting that the visit be private and not involve press coverage.[413]

Bush released his memoirs, Decision Points, on November 9, 2010. During a pre-release appearance promoting the book, Bush said he considered his biggest accomplishment to be keeping "the country safe amid a real danger", and his greatest failure to be his inability to secure the passage of Social Security reform.[414] He also made news defending his administration's enhanced interrogation techniques, specifically the waterboarding of Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, saying, "I'd do it again to save lives."[415]

In 2012, he wrote the foreword of The 4% Solution: Unleashing the Economic Growth America Needs, an economics book published by the George W. Bush Presidential Center.[416][417] He also presented the book at the Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, Texas.[418]

Bush appeared on NBC's The Tonight Show with Jay Leno on November 19, 2013, along with the former First Lady, Laura Bush. When asked by Leno why he does not comment publicly about the Obama administration, Bush said, "I don't think it's good for the country to have a former president criticize his successor."[419] Despite this statement, on Saturday, April 25, 2015, Bush criticized President Barack Obama at a meeting of the Republican Jewish Coalition at the Venetian Hotel in Las Vegas. Bush criticized Obama's handling of Iran, specifically with respect to sanctions and a nuclear deal, saying: "You think the Middle East is chaotic now? Imagine what it looks like for our grandchildren. That's how Americans should view the deal." Bush also attacked Obama's withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq in 2011, calling it a "strategic blunder", borrowing a term that had been used by South Carolina Senator Lindsey Graham.[420]

Alongside the 2014 United States–Africa Leaders Summit[image: External link], Bush, Michelle Obama, the State Department, and the George W. Bush Institute hosted a daylong forum on education and health with the spouses of the African leaders attending the summit. Bush urged African leaders to avoid discriminatory laws that make the treatment of HIV/AIDS more difficult.[421]

Bush has spoken in favor of increased global participation of women in politics and societal matters in foreign countries.[422][423]

On November 2, 2014, Bush spoke at an event to 200 business and civic leaders at the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum to raise awareness for the upcoming Museum of the Bible in Washington D.C.[39][424]

Bush published a biography of his father, George Bush, called 41: A Portrait of My Father. It was released on November 11, 2014.[425]

In an interview published by Israel Hayom magazine on June 12, 2015, Bush said that "boots on the ground" would be needed in order to defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIS). He added that people had said during his Presidency that he should withdraw American troops from Iraq, but he chose the opposite, sending 30,000 more troops in order to defeat Al Qaeda in Iraq, and that Al Qaeda in Iraq was defeated. Bush was also asked about Iran but declined to answer, stating that any answer he gives would be interpreted as undermining President Barack Obama.[426]

In February 2016, George W. Bush spoke and campaigned for his brother Jeb Bush in South Carolina during a rally for the Jeb Bush presidential campaign in the 2016 Republican Party presidential primaries.[427]

While Bush endorsed the Republican Party's 2012 presidential nominee Mitt Romney, he declined to endorse the 2016 Republican nominee Donald Trump[428] and he did not attend the 2016 Republican National Convention, which formally nominated Trump.[429] On the eve of Trump's nomination, it was reported that Bush had privately expressed concern about the current direction of the Republican Party and told a group of his former aides and advisors, "I'm worried that I will be the last Republican president."[430][431] Bush and his wife Laura did not vote for Trump in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] according to a spokesperson for the Bush family, instead choosing to leave their presidential ballots blank.[432] After the election, Bush, his father, and his brother Jeb called Trump on the phone to congratulate him on his victory.[433] Both he and Laura attended Trump's inauguration, and images of Bush struggling to put on a rain poncho during the ceremony became an internet meme.[434]

In February 2017, Bush released a book of his own portraits of veterans called Portraits of Courage (full title: Portraits of Courage: A Commander in Chief's Tribute to America's Warriors.[435]
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In January 2010, at President Obama's request, Bush and Bill Clinton established the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund to raise contributions for relief and recovery efforts following the 2010 Haiti earthquake earlier that month.[436]

On May 2, 2011, President Obama called Bush, who was at a restaurant with his wife, to inform him that Osama bin Laden had been killed.[437] The Bushes joined the Obamas in New York City to mark the tenth anniversary of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. At the Ground Zero memorial, Bush read a letter that President Abraham Lincoln wrote to a widow who lost five sons during the Civil War.[438]
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After serving as president, Bush began painting as a hobby after reading Winston Churchill's essay "Painting as a Pastime". Subjects have included people, dogs, and still life.[439] He has also painted self-portraits and portraits of world leaders, including Vladimir Putin and Tony Blair.[440][441][442]

In February 2017, Bush released a book of his own portraits of veterans called Portraits of Courage.[435] The net proceeds from his book are donated to the George W. Bush Presidential Center.

His paintings have been met with a lukewarm reception from some art critics. Bill Arning, director of the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, called his portraits "thickly painted in what I would call 'high-amateur' mode" and wrote, "I would say they need to be less based on photographic reproduction. You can tell when someone is taking a found photograph and making a painting out of it [...] I think he'd be well advised to work from other, multiple photographic sources or the real person to get a little bit more liveliness going on."[443]
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President Bush's legacy continues to develop today. Supporters credit Bush's counterterrorism policies with preventing another major terrorist attack from occurring in the US after 9/11 and also praise individual policies such as the Medicare prescription drug benefit and the AIDS relief program known as PEPFAR. Critics often point to his handling of the Iraq War, specifically the failure to find weapons of mass destruction, that were the main rationale behind the initial invasion—as well as his handling of tax policy, Hurricane Katrina, climate change and the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link]—as proof that George W. Bush was unfit to be president.[444][445][446]

Several historians and commentators hold the view that Bush was one of the most consequential presidents in American history. Princeton University scholar Julian Zelizer described Bush's presidency as a "transformative" one, and said that "some people hate him, some people love him, but I do think he'll have a much more substantive perception as time goes on".[447] Bryon Williams of The Huffington Post referred to Bush as "the most noteworthy president since FDR" and said that the Patriot Act "increased authority of the executive branch at the expense of judicial opinions about when searches and seizures are reasonable" as evidence.[448] Bush's administration presided over the largest tax cuts since the Reagan administration,[449] and his homeland security reforms proved to be the most significant expansion of the federal government since the Great Society.[450] Much of these policies have endured in the administrations of his two immediate successors, Barack Obama and Donald Trump.[451][452] A 2010 Siena Research Institute survey of the opinions of historians, political scientists, and presidential scholars ranked him 39th out of 43 presidents. The survey respondents gave President Bush low ratings on his handling of the U.S. economy, communication, ability to compromise, foreign policy accomplishments, and intelligence.[453]

Among the public, his reputation has improved somewhat since his presidency ended in 2009. In February 2012, Gallup reported that "Americans still rate George W. Bush among the worst presidents, though their views have become more positive in the three years since he left office."[454] Gallup had earlier noted that Bush's favorability ratings in public opinion surveys had begun to rise a year after he had left office, from 40 percent in January 2009 and 35 percent in March 2009, to 45 percent in July 2010, a period during which he had remained largely out of the news.[455] Other pollsters have noted similar trends of slight improvement in Bush's personal favorability since the end of his presidency.[456] In April 2013, Bush's approval rating stood at 47 percent approval and 50 percent disapproval in a poll jointly conducted for The Washington Post and ABC, his highest approval rating since December 2005. Bush had achieved notable gains among seniors, non-college whites, and moderate and conservative Democrats since leaving office, although majorities disapproved of his handling of the economy (53 percent) and the Iraq War (57 percent).[457] His 47 percent approval rating was equal to that of President Obama's in the same polling period.[458] A CNN poll conducted that same month found that 55 percent of Americans said Bush's presidency had been a failure, with opinions divided along party lines, and 43 percent of independents calling it a success.[459]
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George Herbert Walker Bush (born June 12, 1924) is an American politician who was the 41st President of the United States[image: External link] from 1989 to 1993 and the 43rd Vice President of the United States[image: External link] from 1981 to 1989. A member of the Republican Party[image: External link], he was previously a congressman, ambassador, and Director of Central Intelligence[image: External link]. He is the oldest living former President and Vice President. Since 2000, Bush has often been referred to as "George H. W. Bush", "Bush 41", "Bush the Elder", or "George Bush Senior" to distinguish him from his eldest son, George W. Bush, who became the 43rd President of the United States after the 2000 election[image: External link].

Bush was born in Milton, Massachusetts[image: External link], to Prescott Bush and Dorothy Walker Bush. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] in 1941, Bush postponed his university studies, enlisted in the U.S. Navy[image: External link] on his 18th birthday, and became the youngest aviator[image: External link] in the U.S. Navy at the time. He served until the end of the war, then attended Yale University. Graduating in 1948, he moved his family to West Texas and entered the oil business[image: External link], becoming a millionaire by the age of 40. Bush became involved in politics soon after founding his own oil company, and he won election to the House of Representatives in 1966. In 1971, President Richard Nixon appointed Bush as Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link], and in 1973, Bush became the Chairman of the Republican National Committee[image: External link]. The following year, President Gerald Ford appointed Bush as the ambassador to the People's Republic of China[image: External link], and later reassigned Bush to the position of Director of Central Intelligence[image: External link]. Bush ran for president in 1980[image: External link] but was defeated in the Republican primary[image: External link] by Ronald Reagan. Reagan chose Bush as his running mate, and Bush became vice president after the Reagan–Bush ticket won the 1980 election. During his eight-year tenure as vice president, Bush headed administration task forces on deregulation and fighting the "War on Drugs[image: External link]".

In 1988[image: External link], Bush ran a successful campaign to succeed Reagan as President, defeating Democratic[image: External link] opponent Michael Dukakis[image: External link]. Foreign policy[image: External link] drove the Bush presidency: military operations[image: External link] were conducted in Panama[image: External link] and the Persian Gulf[image: External link]; the Berlin Wall[image: External link] fell in 1989, and the Soviet Union[image: External link] dissolved two years later. Though the agreement was not ratified until after he left office, Bush also signed the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link], which created a trade bloc[image: External link] consisting of the United States, Canada[image: External link], and Mexico[image: External link]. Domestically, Bush reneged on a 1988 campaign promise[image: External link] and, after a struggle with Congress, signed an increase in taxes that Congress had passed. In the wake of a weak recovery from an economic recession[image: External link], along with continuing budget deficits and the diminution of foreign politics as a major issue in a post-Cold War political climate[image: External link], he lost the 1992 presidential election[image: External link] to Democrat Bill Clinton.

Bush left office in 1993. His presidential library[image: External link] was dedicated in 1997, and he has been active—often alongside Bill Clinton—in various humanitarian activities. With George W. Bush's victory in the 2000 presidential election, Bush and his son became the second father-son combination to serve as president, following John Adams and John Quincy Adams. Another member of the Bush family, Bush's second son Jeb Bush, served as the 43rd[image: External link] Governor of Florida (1999–2007) and sought the Republican presidential nomination in 2016[image: External link].
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 Early life and education




See also: Bush family


George Herbert Walker Bush was born at 173 Adams Street in Milton, Massachusetts[image: External link],[1] on June 12, 1924, to Prescott Sheldon Bush and Dorothy (Walker) Bush. The Bush family moved from Milton to Greenwich[image: External link], Connecticut, shortly after his birth. Growing up, his nickname was "Poppy".[2]

Bush began his formal education at the Greenwich Country Day School[image: External link] in Greenwich. Beginning in 1936, he attended Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts, where he held a number of leadership positions including president of the senior class, secretary of the student council, president of the community fund-raising group, a member of the editorial board of the school newspaper, and captain of both the varsity baseball and soccer teams.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 World War II




Following the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] in December 1941, Bush decided to join the US. Navy[image: External link],[4] so after graduating from Phillips Academy in 1942, he became a naval aviator[image: External link] at the age of 18.[3] After completing the 10-month course, he was commissioned as an ensign[image: External link] in the United States Naval Reserve[image: External link] at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi[image: External link] on June 9, 1943, just three days before his 19th birthday, which made him the youngest naval aviator to that date.[4]

He was assigned to Torpedo Squadron (VT-51) as the photographic officer in September 1943.[4] The following year, his squadron was based on USS San Jacinto[image: External link] as a member of Air Group 51, where his lanky physique earned him the nickname "Skin".[5] During this time, the task force was victorious in one of the largest air battles of World War II: the Battle of the Philippine Sea[image: External link].[4]

After Bush's promotion to Lieutenant (junior grade)[image: External link] on August 1, 1944, San Jacinto commenced operations against the Japanese in the Bonin Islands[image: External link]. Bush piloted one of four Grumman TBM Avenger[image: External link] aircraft from VT-51 that attacked the Japanese installations on Chichijima[image: External link].[6] His crew for the mission, which occurred on September 2, 1944, included Radioman Second Class John Delaney and Lieutenant Junior Grade William White.[4] During their attack, the Avengers encountered intense anti-aircraft[image: External link] fire; Bush's aircraft was hit by flak[image: External link] and his engine caught on fire. Despite his plane being on fire, Bush completed his attack and released bombs over his target, scoring several damaging hits.[4] With his engine ablaze, Bush flew several miles from the island, where he and one other crew member on the TBM Avenger bailed out of the aircraft;[7] the other man's parachute[image: External link] did not open.[4] Bush waited for four hours in an inflated raft, while several fighters circled protectively overhead until he was rescued by the lifeguard submarine USS  Finback[image: External link].[4] For the next month he remained on Finback, and participated in the rescue of other pilots. Several of those shot down during the attack were executed, their livers eaten[image: External link] by their captors.[8]

Bush subsequently returned to San Jacinto in November 1944 and participated in operations in the Philippines until his squadron was replaced and sent home to the United States. Through 1944, he flew 58 combat missions[7] for which he received the Distinguished Flying Cross[image: External link], three Air Medals[image: External link], and the Presidential Unit Citation[image: External link] awarded to San Jacinto.[4]

Because of his valuable combat experience, Bush was reassigned to Norfolk Navy Base[image: External link] and put in a training wing for new torpedo pilots. He was later assigned as a naval aviator in a new torpedo squadron, VT-153, based at Naval Air Station Grosse Ile[image: External link], Michigan. Upon the Japanese surrender in 1945, Bush was honorably discharged[image: External link] in September of that year.
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 Marriage and college years




George Bush married Barbara Pierce on January 6, 1945, only weeks after his return from the Pacific. The couple's first residence was a small rented apartment in Trenton[image: External link], Michigan, near Bush's Navy assignment at NAS Grosse Ile[image: External link]. Their marriage produced six children: George Walker Bush (born 1946), Pauline Robinson "Robin" Bush (1949–1953, died of leukemia), John Ellis "Jeb" Bush (born 1953), Neil Mallon Pierce Bush (born 1955), Marvin Pierce Bush[image: External link] (born 1956), and Dorothy Bush Koch (born 1959).[9]

Bush had been accepted to Yale University prior to his enlistment in the military and took up the offer after his discharge and marriage.[10] While at Yale, he was enrolled in an accelerated program that allowed him to graduate in two and a half years, rather than four.[10] He was a member of the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity and was elected its president.[11] He also captained the Yale baseball team, and as a left-handed first baseman[image: External link], played in the first two College World Series[image: External link].[10] As the team captain, Bush met Babe Ruth[image: External link] before a game during his senior year. He was also, like his father, a member of the Yale cheerleading squad.[12] Late in his junior year he was, like his father Prescott Bush (1917), initiated into the Skull and Bones secret society[image: External link]. He graduated as a member of the Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link] from Yale in 1948 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics.[13]
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 Business career




After graduating from Yale, Bush moved his young family to West Texas. His father's business connections proved useful as he ventured into the oil business, starting as an oil field[image: External link] equipment salesman[image: External link][14] for Dresser Industries[image: External link], a subsidiary of Brown Brothers Harriman[image: External link] (where Prescott Bush had served on the board of directors for 22 years).[15] While working for Dresser, Bush lived in various places with his family: Odessa, Texas[image: External link]; Ventura[image: External link], Bakersfield[image: External link] and Compton, California[image: External link]; and Midland, Texas.[16] (According to eldest son George W. Bush, then age two, the family lived in one of the few duplexes in Odessa with an indoor bathroom, which they "shared with a couple of hookers".)[17] Bush started the Bush-Overbey Oil Development company in 1951 and in 1953 co-founded the Zapata Petroleum Corporation[image: External link], an oil company that drilled in the Permian Basin[image: External link] in Texas.[18] In 1954 he was named president of the Zapata Offshore Company, a subsidiary which specialized in offshore drilling.

In 1959, shortly after the subsidiary became independent, Bush moved the company and his family from Midland to Houston.[19] He continued serving as president of the company until 1964, and later chairman until 1966, but his ambitions turned political.[15] By that time, Bush had become a millionaire.[20] According to Time.com[image: External link], Bush had a net worth of $20 million in 2015.[21]
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 Political career (1964–80)
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 Congressional years (1967–71)




Bush served as Chairman of the Republican Party for Harris County, Texas[image: External link] in 1964, but wanted to be more involved in policy making, so he set his sights high: he aimed for a U.S. Senate seat from Texas.[15] After winning the Republican primary, Bush faced his opponent, incumbent Democrat Ralph W. Yarborough[image: External link], who attacked Bush as a right-wing extremist. Bush was a strong supporter of Republican Senator Barry Goldwater, who headed the Republican ticket as the presidential candidate. Like Goldwater, Bush strongly opposed civil rights legislation in the name of states rights. Yarborough, a leading Texas liberal, supported the civil rights legislation and was reelected by 56% - 44%.[22] The Republican candidate for governor, Jack Crichton[image: External link] of Dallas, who often campaigned alongside Bush before the election, lost by a much wider margin to Governor John B. Connally Jr.[23] Bush and the Harris County Republicans played a role in the development of the new Republican Party of the late 20th century. First, Bush worked to absorb the John Birch Society[image: External link] members, who were trying to take over the Republican Party. Second, during and after the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], Democrats in the South who were committed to segregation[image: External link] left their party, and although the "country club Republicans" had differing ideological beliefs, they found common ground in hoping to expel the Democrats from power.[24]

Bush was elected in 1966 to a House of Representatives seat from the 7th District of Texas, defeating with 57 percent of the ballots cast the Democrat Frank Briscoe, the district attorney[image: External link] of Harris County known for his law and order credentials and a cousin of later Governor Dolph Briscoe.[25][26] Bush was the first Republican to represent Houston in the U.S. House.[15] Bush's representative district included Tanglewood[image: External link], the Houston neighborhood that was his residence;[27] his family had moved into Tanglewood in the 1960s.[28] His voting record in the House was generally conservative[image: External link]: Bush voted for the Civil Rights Act of 1968[image: External link], although it was generally unpopular in his district. He supported the Nixon administration's Vietnam policies[image: External link], but broke with Republicans on the issue of birth control[image: External link], which he supported.[15] Despite being a first-term congressman, Bush was appointed to the powerful House Ways and Means Committee[image: External link], where he voted to abolish the military draft[image: External link].[20] He was elected to a second term in 1968.[29]

In 1970 Nixon convinced Bush to relinquish his House seat to run for the Senate[image: External link] against Ralph Yarborough, a fierce Nixon critic. In the Republican primary, Bush easily defeated conservative Robert J. Morris[image: External link], by a margin of 87.6% to 12.4%.[30] Nixon came to Texas to campaign in Longview[image: External link] for Bush and gubernatorial candidate Paul Eggers[image: External link], a Dallas lawyer who was a close friend of U.S. Senator John G. Tower[image: External link].[31] Former Congressman Lloyd Bentsen[image: External link], a more moderate Democrat and native of Mission[image: External link] in south Texas, defeated Yarborough in the Democratic primary.[20] Yarborough endorsed Bentsen, who defeated Bush, 53.4 to 46.6%.[32] As Bush's political career waned, he moved out of Houston and sold his first Tanglewood house, but for periods of time continued to reside in Tanglewood.[28]
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 Ambassador to the United Nations (1971–73)




Following his 1970 loss, Bush was well known as a prominent Republican businessman from the "Sun Belt[image: External link]", a group of states in the Southern part of the country.[20] Nixon noticed and appreciated the sacrifice Bush had made of his Congressional position,[15] so he appointed him Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link].[13] He was confirmed unanimously by the Senate, and served for two years, beginning in 1971.[15]
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 Chairman of the Republican National Committee (1973–74)




Amidst the Watergate scandal[image: External link], Nixon asked Bush to become chairman of the Republican National Committee in 1973.[13] Bush accepted, and held this position when the popularity of both Nixon and the Republican Party plummeted.[33] He defended Nixon steadfastly, but later as Nixon's complicity became clear, Bush focused more on defending the Republican Party, while still maintaining loyalty to Nixon. As chairman, Bush formally requested that Nixon eventually resign for the good of the Republican party.[15] Nixon did this on August 9, 1974; Bush noted in his diary that "There was an aura of sadness, like somebody died.... The [resignation] speech was vintage Nixon—a kick or two at the press—enormous strains. One couldn't help but look at the family and the whole thing and think of his accomplishments and then think of the shame.... [President Gerald Ford's swearing-in offered] indeed a new spirit, a new lift."[34]
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 Envoy to China (1974–75)




Gerald Ford, Nixon's successor, appointed Bush to be Chief of the U.S. Liaison Office[image: External link] in the People's Republic of China[image: External link]. Since the United States at the time maintained official relations with the Republic of China on Taiwan[image: External link] and not the People's Republic of China, the Liaison Office did not have the official status of an embassy and Bush did not formally hold the position of "ambassador", though he unofficially acted as one. The 14 months that he spent in China were largely seen as beneficial for U.S.-China relations[image: External link].[15]

After Ford's accession to the presidency, Bush was under serious consideration for being nominated as Vice President. Ford eventually narrowed his list to Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link] and Bush. White House Chief of Staff Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] reportedly preferred Rockefeller over Bush. Rockefeller was finally named and confirmed.[35]

Bush was again passed over for the vice presidency by Ford when the president chose Bush's future presidential rival, Senator Bob Dole, to replace Rockefeller on the 1976 presidential ticket.
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 Director of Central Intelligence (1976–77)




In 1976 Ford brought Bush back to Washington to become Director of Central Intelligence[image: External link] (DCI), replacing William Colby[image: External link].[36] He served in this role for 357 days, from January 30, 1976, to January 20, 1977.[37] The CIA had been rocked by a series of revelations, including those based on investigations by the Church Committee[image: External link] regarding illegal and unauthorized activities by the CIA[image: External link], and Bush was credited with helping to restore the agency's morale.[38] In his capacity as DCI, Bush gave national security briefings to Jimmy Carter[image: External link] both as a Presidential candidate and as President-elect, and discussed the possibility of remaining in that position in a Carter administration,[39] but did not do so. He was succeeded by Deputy Director of Central Intelligence E. Henry Knoche[image: External link], who served as acting Director of Central Intelligence until Stansfield Turner[image: External link] was confirmed.[40]
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 Other positions (1977–81)




After a Democratic administration took power in 1977, Bush became chairman on the Executive Committee of the First International Bank[image: External link] in Houston.[41] He later spent a year as a part-time professor of Administrative Science at Rice University[image: External link]'s Jones School of Business[image: External link] beginning in 1978, the year it opened; Bush said of his time there, "I loved my brief time in the world of academia."[42] Between 1977 and 1979, he was a director of the Council on Foreign Relations[image: External link] foreign policy organization.[43]
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 1980 presidential campaign




See also: United States presidential election, 1980[image: External link]


Bush had decided in the late 1970s that he was going to run for president in 1980; in 1979, he attended 850 political events and traveled more than 250,000 miles (400,000 km) to campaign for the nation's highest office. In the contest for the Republican Party[image: External link] nomination, Bush stressed his wide range of government experience, while competing against rivals Senator Howard Baker[image: External link] of Tennessee, Senator Bob Dole of Kansas, Congressman John Anderson[image: External link] of Illinois (who would later run as an independent), Congressman Phil Crane[image: External link], also of Illinois, former Governor John Connally of Texas, former Minnesota Governor Harold Stassen[image: External link], and the front-runner Ronald Reagan, former actor, and Governor of California[image: External link].[35]

In the primary election, Bush focused almost entirely on the Iowa caucuses, while Reagan ran a more traditional campaign. Bush represented the centrist wing in the GOP, whereas Reagan represented conservatives. Bush famously labeled Reagan's supply side[image: External link]-influenced plans for massive tax cuts[image: External link] "voodoo economics[image: External link]". His strategy proved useful, to some degree, as he won in Iowa with 31.5% to Reagan's 29.4%. After the win, Bush stated that his campaign was full of momentum, or "Big Mo". As a result of the loss, Reagan replaced his campaign manager[image: External link], reorganized his staff, and concentrated on the New Hampshire primary. The two men agreed to a debate in the state, organized by the Nashua Telegraph[image: External link], but paid for by the Reagan campaign. Reagan invited the other four candidates as well, but Bush refused to debate them, and eventually they left. The debate proved to be a pivotal moment in the campaign; when the moderator, John Breen, ordered Reagan's microphone turned off, his angry response, "I am paying for this microphone," struck a chord with the public. Bush ended up losing New Hampshire's primary with 23% to Reagan's 50%. Bush lost most of the remaining primaries as well, and formally dropped out of the race in May of that year.[35]

With his political future seeming dismal, Bush sold his house in Houston and bought his grandfather's estate in Kennebunkport, Maine, known as "Walker's Point".[44] At the Republican Convention, Reagan selected Bush as his Vice Presidential nominee, placing him on the winning Republican presidential ticket of 1980[image: External link].
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 Vice Presidency (1981–89)




See also: Presidency of Ronald Reagan
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 First term, 1981–85




As Vice President, Bush generally took on a low profile while recognizing the constitutional limits of the office; he avoided decision-making or criticizing Reagan in any way. As had become customary, he and his wife moved into the Vice President's residence at Number One Observatory Circle[image: External link], about two miles from the White House. After selling the house in Tanglewood[image: External link], the Bushes declared a room in The Houstonian Hotel[image: External link] in Houston as their official voting address.[27] The Bushes attended a large number of public and ceremonial events in their positions, including many state funerals[image: External link], which became a common joke for comedians. Mrs. Bush found the funerals largely beneficial, saying, "George met with many current or future heads of state at the funerals he attended, enabling him to forge personal relationships that were important to President Reagan." As the President of the Senate[image: External link], Bush stayed in contact with members of Congress, and kept the president informed on occurrences on Capitol Hill.[35]

On March 30, 1981, early into the administration, Reagan was shot[image: External link] and seriously wounded by John Hinckley, Jr.[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. Bush, second in command by the presidential line of succession[image: External link], was in Fort Worth[image: External link], Texas, and flew back to Washington immediately. Reagan's cabinet convened in the White House Situation Room[image: External link], where they discussed various issues, including the availability of the Nuclear Football[image: External link]. When Bush's plane landed, his aides advised him to proceed directly to the White House by helicopter, as an image of the government still functioning despite the attack. Bush rejected the idea, responding, "Only the President lands on the South Lawn."[35] This made a positive impression on Reagan,[35] who recovered and returned to work within two weeks. From then on, the two men would have regular Thursday lunches in the Oval Office.

In December 1983 Bush flew to El Salvador[image: External link] and warned that country's military leaders to end their death squads[image: External link] and hold fully free elections or face the loss of U.S. aid. Bush's aides feared for his safety and thought about calling the meeting off when they discovered apparent blood stains on the floor of the presidential palace of Álvaro Magaña[image: External link]. Bush was never told of the aides' concerns and a tense meeting was held in which some of Magaña's personnel brandished semiautomatic weapons and refused requests to take them outside.[45]

Bush was assigned by Reagan to chair two special task forces, on deregulation[image: External link] and international drug smuggling. The deregulation task force reviewed hundreds of rules, making specific recommendations on which ones to amend or revise, in order to curb the size of the federal government. The drug smuggling task force coordinated federal efforts to reduce the quantity of drugs entering the United States. Both were popular issues with conservatives, and Bush, largely a moderate, began courting them through his work.[35]
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 Second term, 1985–89




Reagan and Bush ran for reelection in 1984[image: External link]. The Democratic[image: External link] opponent, Walter Mondale, made history by choosing a woman as his running mate, New York Representative Geraldine Ferraro[image: External link]. She and Bush squared off in a single televised Vice Presidential debate[image: External link].[46] Serving as a contrast to the Ivy-League educated Bush, Ferraro represented a " blue-collar[image: External link]" district in Queens[image: External link], New York; this, coupled with her popularity among female journalists, left Bush at a disadvantage. Regardless, the Reagan-Bush ticket won in a landslide against the Mondale-Ferraro ticket. Early into his second term as Vice President, Bush and his aides were planning a run for the presidency in 1988. By the end of 1985, a committee had been established and over two million dollars raised for Bush.[35]

Bush became the first Vice President to serve as Acting President when, on July 13, 1985, Reagan underwent surgery to remove polyps[image: External link] from his colon[image: External link], making Bush acting president for approximately eight hours.

The Reagan administration was shaken by a scandal in 1986, when it was revealed that administration officials had secretly arranged weapon sales to Iran, and had used the proceeds to fund the anticommunist Contras[image: External link] in Nicaragua, a direct violation of the law. When the Iran-Contra Affair[image: External link], as it became known, broke to the media, Bush, like Reagan, stated that he had been "out of the loop" and unaware of the diversion of funds,[47] although this was later questioned.[48] His diaries from that time stated "I'm one of the few people that know fully the details" and as a result of six pardons by Bush, the independent counsel's final report on the Iran-Contra Affair[image: External link] pointedly noted: "The criminal investigation of Bush was regrettably incomplete."[49]

Bush's campaign director Roger Ailes[image: External link] and others were concerned that Bush was seen as a "wimp", an image put to rest by his evident fury in an interview with Dan Rather[image: External link].[35]

As Vice President, Bush officially opened the 1987 Pan American Games[image: External link] in Indianapolis[image: External link].

In 1988 the guided missile cruiser[image: External link] USS  Vincennes[image: External link] accidentally shot down Iran Air Flight 655[image: External link] killing 290 passengers. Bush said that he would "never apologize for the United States of America. Ever. I don't care what the facts are."[50]
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 1988 presidential campaign




Main article: United States presidential election, 1988[image: External link]


In the January 26, 1987, issue of Time magazine, in an article entitled "Where Is the Real George Bush?" journalist Robert Ajemian reported that a friend of Bush's had urged him to spend several days at Camp David[image: External link] thinking through his plans for his prospective presidency, to which Bush is said to have responded in exasperation, "Oh, the vision thing."[51] This oft-cited quote became a shorthand for the charge that Bush failed to contemplate or articulate important policy positions in a compelling and coherent manner. The phrase has since become a metonym[image: External link] for any politician's failure to incorporate a greater vision in a campaign, and has often been applied in the media to other politicians or public figures.[52][53]

Bush had been planning a presidential run since as early as 1985, and entered the Republican primary for President of the United States in October 1987.[35] His challengers for the Republican presidential nomination included U.S. Senator Bob Dole of Kansas[image: External link], U.S. Representative Jack Kemp of New York, former Governor Pete DuPont[image: External link] of Delaware[image: External link], and conservative Christian televangelist[image: External link] Pat Robertson[image: External link].

Though considered the early frontrunner for the nomination, Bush came in third in the Iowa caucus, behind winner Dole and runner-up Robertson.[54] Much as Reagan did in 1980, Bush reorganized his staff and concentrated on the New Hampshire primary.[35] With Dole ahead in New Hampshire, Bush ran television commercials portraying the senator as a tax raiser;[55] he rebounded to win the state's primary. Following the primary, Bush and Dole had a joint media appearance, when the interviewer asked Dole if he had anything to say to Bush, Dole said, in response to the ads, "yeah, stop lying about my record" in an angry tone. This is thought to have hurt Dole's campaign to Bush's benefit. Bush continued seeing victory, winning many Southern primaries as well.[15] Once the multiple-state primaries such as Super Tuesday[image: External link] began, Bush's organizational strength and fundraising lead were impossible for the other candidates to match, and the nomination was his.[20]

Leading up to the 1988 Republican National Convention, there was much speculation as to Bush's choice of running mate. Bush chose little-known U.S. Senator Dan Quayle of Indiana[image: External link], favored by conservatives. Despite Reagan's popularity, Bush trailed Democratic nominee Michael Dukakis[image: External link], then Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link], in most polls.[56]

Bush, occasionally criticized for his lack of eloquence when compared to Reagan, delivered a well-received speech at the 1988 Republican National Convention. Known as the "thousand points of light[image: External link]" speech, it described Bush's vision of America: he endorsed the Pledge of Allegiance[image: External link], prayer in schools[image: External link], capital punishment[image: External link], gun rights[image: External link], and opposed abortion[image: External link].[56] The speech at the convention included Bush's famous pledge: "Read my lips: no new taxes[image: External link]."[57]

The general election campaign between the two men was described in 2008 as one of the dirtiest in modern times.[57] Bush blamed Dukakis for polluting the Boston Harbor[image: External link] as the Massachusetts governor[image: External link].[15] Bush also pointed out that Dukakis was opposed to a law that would require all students to say the Pledge of Allegiance[image: External link], a topic well covered in Bush's nomination acceptance speech.[56]

Dukakis's unconditional opposition to capital punishment led to a pointed question being asked during the presidential debates. Moderator Bernard Shaw[image: External link] asked Dukakis if Dukakis would hypothetically support the death penalty if his wife, Kitty[image: External link], were raped and murdered.[58] Dukakis's response of no, as well as a provocative ad about convicted felon Willie Horton[image: External link], contributed toward Bush's characterization of Dukakis as "soft on crime".[15]

Bush defeated Dukakis and his running mate, Lloyd Bentsen[image: External link], in the Electoral College[image: External link], by 426 to 111 (Bentsen received one vote from a faithless elector[image: External link]).[57] In the nationwide popular vote, Bush took 53.4% of the ballots cast while Dukakis received 45.6%.[15] Bush became the first serving Vice President to be elected President since Martin Van Buren in 1836 as well as the first person to succeed someone from his own party to the Presidency via election to the office in his own right since Herbert Hoover in 1929.[35]
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 Presidency (1989–93)




Main article: Presidency of George H. W. Bush


Bush was inaugurated[image: External link] on January 20, 1989, succeeding Ronald Reagan. He entered office at a period of change in the world; the fall of the Berlin Wall[image: External link] and the collapse of Soviet Union[image: External link] came early in his presidency.[59] He ordered military operations in Panama[image: External link] and the Persian Gulf[image: External link], and, at one point, was recorded as having a record-high approval rating of 89%.[60]

In his Inaugural Address, Bush said:


I come before you and assume the Presidency at a moment rich with promise. We live in a peaceful, prosperous time, but we can make it better. For a new breeze is blowing, and a world refreshed by freedom seems reborn; for in man's heart, if not in fact, the day of the dictator is over. The totalitarian[image: External link] era is passing, its old ideas blown away like leaves from an ancient, lifeless tree. A new breeze is blowing, and a nation refreshed by freedom stands ready to push on. There is new ground to be broken, and new action to be taken.[61]





	The Bush Cabinet



	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	George H. W. Bush
	1989–1993



	Vice President
	Dan Quayle
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of State
	James Baker
	1989–1992



	Lawrence Eagleburger[image: External link]
	1992–1993



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	Nicholas Brady[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Defense[image: External link]
	Dick Cheney
	1989–1993



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	Dick Thornburgh[image: External link]
	1989–1991



	William Barr[image: External link]
	1991–1993



	



	Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]
	Manuel Lujan[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link]
	Clayton Yeutter[image: External link]
	1989–1991



	Edward Madigan[image: External link]
	1991–1993



	



	Secretary of Commerce[image: External link]
	Robert Mosbacher[image: External link]
	1989–1992



	Barbara Hackman Franklin[image: External link]
	1992–1993



	



	Secretary of Labor[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Dole
	1989–1990



	Lynn Martin[image: External link]
	1991–1993



	



	Secretary of Health and

Human Services[image: External link]
	Louis Sullivan[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Education[image: External link]
	Lauro Cavazos[image: External link]
	1989–1990



	Lamar Alexander
	1990–1993



	



	Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development[image: External link]
	Jack Kemp
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Transportation[image: External link]
	Samuel Skinner[image: External link]
	1989–1992



	Andrew Card
	1992–1993



	



	Secretary of Energy[image: External link]
	James Watkins[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link]
	Ed Derwinski[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Chief of Staff
	John H. Sununu
	1989–1991



	Samuel Skinner[image: External link]
	1991–1992



	James Baker
	1992–1993



	



	Administrator of the

Environmental Protection Agency
	William Reilly[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Director of the Office of

Management and Budget
	Richard Darman[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Director of the Office of

National Drug Control Policy[image: External link]
	William Bennett[image: External link]
	1989–1991



	Bob Martinez[image: External link]
	1991–1993



	



	United States Trade Representative[image: External link]
	Carla Anderson Hills[image: External link]
	1989–1993
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 Domestic policy
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 Economy




Early in his term, Bush faced the problem of what to do with leftover deficits[image: External link] spawned by the Reagan years. At $220 billion in 1990, the deficit had grown to three times its size since 1980. Bush was dedicated to curbing the deficit, believing that America could not continue to be a leader in the world without doing so. He began an effort to persuade the Democratic controlled Congress[image: External link] to act on the budget; with Republicans believing that the best way was to cut government spending, and Democrats convinced that the only way would be to raise taxes[image: External link], Bush faced problems when it came to consensus building.[20]

In the wake of a struggle with Congress, Bush was forced by the Democratic majority to raise tax revenues; as a result, many Republicans felt betrayed because Bush had promised "no new taxes" in his 1988 campaign. Perceiving a means of revenge, Republican congressmen defeated Bush's proposal which would enact spending cuts and tax increases that would reduce the deficit by $500 billion over five years. Scrambling, Bush accepted the Democrats' demands for higher taxes and more spending, which alienated him from Republicans and gave way to a sharp decrease in popularity[image: External link]. Bush would later say that he wished he had never signed the bill.[20] Near the end of the 101st Congress[image: External link], the president and congressional members reached a compromise on a budget package that increased the marginal tax rate and phased out exemptions for high-income taxpayers. Although he originally demanded a reduction in the capital gains tax[image: External link], Bush relented on this issue as well. This agreement with the Democratic leadership in Congress proved to be a turning point in the Bush presidency; his popularity among Republicans never fully recovered.[15]

Coming at around the same time as the budget deal, America entered into a mild recession, lasting for six months. Many government programs, such as welfare, increased.[20] As the unemployment rate edged upward in 1991, Bush signed a bill providing additional benefits for unemployed workers.[15] The year 1991 was marked by many corporate reorganizations, which laid off a substantial number of workers. Many now unemployed were Republicans and independents, who had believed that their jobs were secure.

By his second year in office, Bush was told by his economic advisors to stop dealing with the economy, as they believed that he had done everything necessary to ensure his reelection. By 1992, interest and inflation rates were the lowest in years, but by midyear the unemployment rate reached 7.8%, the highest since 1984. In September 1992, the Census Bureau[image: External link] reported that 14.2% of all Americans lived in poverty[image: External link].[15] At a press conference in 1990, Bush told reporters that he found foreign policy more enjoyable.[20]
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 Major initiatives




See also: Environmental policy of the United States § The George H. W. Bush Administration (1988–1992)[image: External link]


During a speech to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Apollo 11[image: External link] moon landing, Bush announced a vision to complete Space Station Freedom[image: External link], resume exploration of the Moon[image: External link] and begin exploration of Mars[image: External link].[62] Although a space station was eventually constructed–work on the International Space Station[image: External link] began in 1998–other work has been confounded by NASA budgetary issues. In 1998, Bush received the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement's National Space Trophy[image: External link] for his pioneering leadership of the U.S. space program.

Bush signed a number of major laws in his presidency, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990[image: External link]; this was one of the most pro-civil rights[image: External link] bills in decades. He is also the only President to successfully veto a civil rights act, having vetoed the job-discrimination protection Civil Rights Act of 1990.[63] Bush feared racial quotas would be imposed, but later approved watered-down Civil Rights Act of 1991[image: External link].[64] He worked to increase federal spending for education, childcare, and advanced technology research. He also signed the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act[image: External link] which provides monetary compensation of people who had contracted cancer and a number of other specified diseases as a direct result of their exposure to atmospheric nuclear testing[image: External link] undertaken by the United States during the Cold War[image: External link], or their exposure to high levels of radon[image: External link] while doing uranium mining[image: External link]. In dealing with the environment, Bush reauthorized the Clean Air Act, requiring cleaner burning fuels. He quarreled with Congress over an eventually signed bill to aid police in capturing criminals, and signed into law a measure to improve the nation's highway system.[20] Bush signed the Immigration Act of 1990[image: External link],[65] which led to a 40 percent increase in legal immigration to the United States[image: External link].[66]

Bush became a life member of the National Rifle Association[image: External link] early in 1988 and had campaigned as a "pro-gun" candidate with the NRA's endorsement.[67] In March 1989, he placed a temporary ban on the import of certain semiautomatic rifles.[68] This action cost him endorsement from the NRA in 1992. Bush publicly resigned his life membership in the organization after receiving a form letter from NRA depicting agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms[image: External link] as "jack-booted thugs." He called the NRA letter a "vicious slander on good people."[69]
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 Points of Light




Main article: Points of Light[image: External link]


President Bush devoted attention to voluntary service as a means of solving some of America's most serious social problems. He often used the "thousand points of light[image: External link]" theme to describe the power of citizens to solve community problems. In his 1989 inaugural address, President Bush said, "I have spoken of a thousand points of light, of all the community organizations that are spread like stars throughout the Nation, doing good."[70]

Four years later, in his report to the nation on The Points of Light Movement, President Bush said, "Points of Light are the soul of America. They are ordinary people who reach beyond themselves to touch the lives of those in need, bringing hope and opportunity, care and friendship. By giving so generously of themselves, these remarkable individuals show us not only what is best in our heritage but what all of us are called to become."[70]

In 1990, the Points of Light Foundation was created as a nonprofit organization in Washington to promote this spirit of volunteerism[image: External link].[71] In 2007, the Points of Light Foundation merged with the Hands On Network[image: External link] with the goal of strengthening volunteerism, streamlining costs and services and deepening impact.[72] Points of Light[image: External link], the organization created through this merger, has approximately 250 affiliates in 22 countries and partnerships with thousands of nonprofits and companies dedicated to volunteer service around the world. In 2012, Points of Light mobilized 4 million volunteers in 30 million hours of service worth $635 million.[73]

On October 16, 2009, President Barack Obama held a Presidential Forum on Service hosted by former President George H. W. Bush and Points of Light at the George Bush Presidential Library[image: External link] Center on the campus of Texas A&M University[image: External link]. The event celebrated the contributions of more than 4,500 Daily Point of Light award winners and honored President Bush's legacy of service and civic engagement.[74]

In 2011, Points of Light paid tribute to President George H. W. Bush and volunteer service at Washington, D.C.'s Kennedy Center[image: External link]. President Bush was joined by Presidents Jimmy Carter[image: External link], Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush to highlight the role volunteer service plays in people's lives.[75]
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 Daily Point of Light Award




President Bush created the Daily Point of Light Award in 1989 to recognize ordinary Americans from all walks of life taking direct and consequential voluntary action in their communities to solve serious social problems. The President focused great attention on these individuals and organizations, both to honor them for their tremendous work and to call the nation to join them and multiply their efforts. By the end of his administration, President Bush had recognized 1,020 Daily Points of Light representing all 50 states and addressing issues ranging from care for infants and teenagers with AIDS to adult illiteracy and from gang violence to job training for the homeless[image: External link].[70] The Daily Point of Light continues to be awarded by Points of Light and President Bush continues to sign all of the awards.[76]

On July 15, 2013, President Barack Obama welcomed President Bush to the White House to celebrate the 5,000th Daily Point of Light Award.[77] They bestowed the award on Floyd Hammer and Kathy Hamilton of Union, Iowa[image: External link], for their work founding Outreach, a nonprofit that delivers free meals to hungry children in 15 countries.[78]
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 Judicial appointments
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 Supreme Court




Main article: George H. W. Bush Supreme Court candidates[image: External link]


Bush appointed the following Justices to the Supreme Court of the United States:


	
David Souter – 1990

	
Clarence Thomas[image: External link] – 1991
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 Other courts




Main article: George H. W. Bush judicial appointments[image: External link]


In addition to his two Supreme Court appointments, Bush appointed 42 judges to the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link], and 148 judges to the United States district courts. Among these appointments was Vaughn R. Walker[image: External link], who would later be revealed to be the earliest known gay federal judge.[79] Bush also experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies[image: External link], as 11 nominees for 10 federal appellate judgeships[image: External link] were not processed by the Democratically[image: External link]-controlled Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link].[80]
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 Foreign policy
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 Panama




Main article: United States invasion of Panama[image: External link]


In the 1980s, Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega[image: External link], a once U.S.-supportive leader who was later accused of spying for Fidel Castro[image: External link] and using Panama to traffic drugs into the United States, was one of the most recognizable names in America and was constantly in the press. The struggle to remove him from power began in the Reagan administration, when economic sanctions were imposed on the country; this included prohibiting American companies and government from making payments to Panama and freezing $56 million in Panamanian funds in American banks. Reagan sent more than 2,000 American troops to Panama as well.[81] Unlike Reagan, Bush was able to remove Noriega from power, but his administration's unsuccessful post-invasion planning hindered the needs of Panama during the establishment of the young democratic government.[82]

In May 1989, Panama held democratic elections, in which Guillermo Endara[image: External link] was elected president; the results were then annulled by Noriega's government. In response, Bush sent 2,000 more troops to the country, where they began conducting regular military exercises in Panamanian territory (in violation of prior treaties). Bush then removed an embassy and ambassador[image: External link] from the country, and dispatched additional troops to Panama to prepare the way for an upcoming invasion.[81] Noriega suppressed an October military coup[image: External link] attempt and massive protests in Panama against him, but after a U.S. serviceman was shot by Panamanian forces in December 1989, Bush ordered 24,000 troops into the country with an objective of removing Noriega from power;[83] "Operation Just Cause" was a large-scale American military operation, and the first in more than 40 years that was not related to the Cold War.[82]

The mission was controversial, but American forces achieved control of the country and Endara assumed the Presidency.[84] Noriega surrendered to the United States and was convicted and imprisoned on racketeering[image: External link] and drug trafficking charges in April 1992.[85] President Bush and First Lady Barbara Bush visited Panama in June 1992, to give support to the first post-invasion Panamanian government.
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 Soviet Union




See also: Dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link], New world order (politics)[image: External link], A World Transformed[image: External link], and History of the United States (1980-91) § The end of the Cold War[image: External link]


In 1989, just after the fall of the Berlin Wall[image: External link], Bush met with Soviet General Secretary[image: External link] Mikhail Gorbachev in a conference[image: External link] on the Mediterranean island of Malta[image: External link]. The administration had been under intense pressure to meet with the Soviets, but not all initially found the Malta Summit[image: External link] to be a step in the right direction; General Brent Scowcroft[image: External link], among others, was apprehensive about the meeting, saying that it might be "premature" due to concerns where, according to Condoleezza Rice, "expectations [would be] set that something was going to happen, where the Soviets might grandstand and force [the U.S.] into agreements that would ultimately not be good for the United States." But European leaders, including François Mitterrand[image: External link] and Margaret Thatcher[image: External link], encouraged Bush to meet with Gorbachev,[86] something that he did December 2 and 3, 1989.[87] Though no agreements were signed, the meeting was viewed largely as being an important one; when asked about nuclear war, Gorbachev responded, "I assured the President of the United States that the Soviet Union would never start a hot war against the United States of America. And we would like our relations to develop in such a way that they would open greater possibilities for cooperation.... This is just the beginning. We are just at the very beginning of our road, long road to a long-lasting, peaceful period."[88] The meeting was received as a very important step to the end of the Cold War.[89]

Another summit was held in July 1991, where the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START I)[image: External link] was signed by Bush and Gorbachev in Moscow. The treaty took nine years in the making and was the first major arms agreement since the signing of the Intermediate Ranged Nuclear Forces Treaty[image: External link] by Reagan and Gorbachev in 1987. The contentions in START would reduce the strategic nuclear weapons of the United States and the USSR by about 35% over seven years, and the Soviet Union's land-based intercontinental ballistic missiles[image: External link] would be cut by 50%. Bush described START as "a significant step forward in dispelling half a century of mistrust".[90] After the dissolution of the USSR[image: External link] in 1991, President Bush and Gorbachev declared a U.S.-Russian strategic partnership, marking the end of the Cold War[image: External link].
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 Gulf War




Main article: Gulf War[image: External link]


On August 2, 1990, Iraq, led by Saddam Hussein, invaded its oil-rich neighbor to the south, Kuwait[image: External link]; Bush condemned the invasion[91] and began rallying opposition to Iraq in the US and among European, Asian, and Middle Eastern allies.[20] Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Richard Bruce "Dick" Cheney traveled to Saudi Arabia to meet with King Fahd[image: External link]; Fahd requested US military aid in the matter, fearing a possible invasion of his country as well.[91] The request was met initially with Air Force fighter jets. Iraq made attempts to negotiate a deal that would allow the country to take control of half of Kuwait. Bush rejected this proposal and insisted on a complete withdrawal of Iraqi forces.[20] The planning of a ground operation by US-led coalition forces began forming in September 1990, headed by General Norman Schwarzkopf[image: External link].[91] Bush spoke before a joint session of the U.S. Congress[image: External link] regarding the authorization of air and land attacks, laying out four immediate objectives: "Iraq must withdraw from Kuwait completely, immediately, and without condition. Kuwait's legitimate government must be restored. The security and stability of the Persian Gulf must be assured. And American citizens abroad must be protected." He then outlined a fifth, long-term objective: "Out of these troubled times, our fifth objective – a new world order – can emerge: a new era – freer from the threat of terror, stronger in the pursuit of justice, and more secure in the quest for peace. An era in which the nations of the world, East and West, North and South, can prosper and live in harmony.... A world where the rule of law supplants the rule of the jungle. A world in which nations recognize the shared responsibility for freedom and justice. A world where the strong respect the rights of the weak."[92] With the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] opposed to Iraq's violence, Congress authorized the use of military force[image: External link][91] with a set goal of returning control of Kuwait to the Kuwaiti government, and protecting America's interests abroad.[20]

Early on the morning of January 17, 1991, allied forces launched the first attack, which included more than 4,000 bombing runs by coalition aircraft. This pace would continue for the next four weeks, until a ground invasion was launched on February 24, 1991. Allied forces penetrated Iraqi lines and pushed toward Kuwait City[image: External link] while on the west side of the country, forces were intercepting the retreating Iraqi army. Bush made the decision to stop the offensive after a mere 100 hours. Critics labeled this decision premature, as hundreds of Iraqi forces were able to escape; Bush responded by saying that he wanted to minimize U.S. casualties. Opponents further charged that Bush should have continued the attack, pushing Hussein's army back to Baghdad, then removing him from power.[20] Bush explained that he did not give the order to overthrow the Iraqi government because it would have "incurred incalculable human and political costs.... We would have been forced to occupy Baghdad and, in effect, rule Iraq."[93]

Bush's approval ratings skyrocketed after the successful offensive.[20] Additionally, President Bush and Secretary of State Baker felt the coalition victory had increased U.S. prestige abroad and believed there was a window of opportunity to use the political capital generated by the coalition victory to revitalize the Arab-Israeli peace process. The administration immediately returned to Arab-Israeli peacemaking following the end of the Gulf War; this resulted in the Madrid Conference[image: External link], later in 1991.[94]
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 Somali Civil War




Main article: Somali Civil War[image: External link]


Faced with a humanitarian disaster in Somalia[image: External link], exacerbated by a complete breakdown in civil order, the United Nations had created the UNOSOM I[image: External link] mission in April 1992 to aid the situation through humanitarian efforts, though the mission failed.[95] The Bush administration proposed American aid to the region by assisting in creating a secure environment for humanitarian efforts and UN Resolution 794 was unanimously adopted by the Security Council[image: External link] on December 3, 1992.[96] A lame duck[image: External link] president, Bush launched Operation Restore Hope[image: External link] the following day under which the United States would assume command in accordance with Resolution 794.[97] Fighting would escalate and continue into the Clinton administration.[98]
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Main article: North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link]


Bush's administration, along with the Progressive Conservative[image: External link] Canadian Prime Minister[image: External link] Brian Mulroney[image: External link], spearheaded the negotiations of the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA), which would eliminate the majority of tariffs[image: External link] on products traded among the United States, Canada, and Mexico, to encourage trade amongst the countries. The treaty also restricts patents, copyrights, and trademarks, and outlines the removal of investment restrictions among the three countries.[99]

The agreement came under heavy scrutiny amongst mainly Democrats, who charged that NAFTA resulted in a loss of American jobs.[20] NAFTA also contained no provisions for labor rights; according to the Bush administration, the trade agreement would generate economic resources necessary to enable Mexico's government to overcome problems of funding and enforcement of its labor laws. Bush needed a renewal of negotiating authority to move forward with the NAFTA trade talks. Such authority would enable the president to negotiate a trade accord that would be submitted to Congress for a vote, thereby avoiding a situation in which the president would be required to renegotiate with trading partners those parts of an agreement that Congress wished to change.[100] While initial signing was possible during his term, negotiations made slow, but steady, progress. President Clinton would go on to make the passage of NAFTA a priority for his administration, despite its conservative and Republican roots—with the addition of two side agreements—to achieve its passage in 1993.[101]

The treaty has since been defended as well as criticized further. The American economy has grown 54% since the adoption of NAFTA in 1993, with 25 million new jobs created; this was seen by some as evidence of NAFTA being beneficial to the United States.[102] With talk in early 2008 regarding a possible American withdrawal from the treaty, Carlos M. Gutierrez, current United States Secretary of Commerce[image: External link], writes, "Quitting NAFTA would send economic shock waves throughout the world, and the damage would start here at home."[102] But John J. Sweeney, President of the AFL-CIO, wrote in The Boston Globe that "the U.S. trade deficit[image: External link] with Canada and Mexico ballooned to 12 times its pre-NAFTA size, reaching $111 billion in 2004."[103]

On January 8, 1992, Bush fainted after vomiting at a banquet[image: External link] hosted by the then Prime Minister of Japan[image: External link], Kiichi Miyazawa[image: External link]. Bush was suffering from gastroenteritis[image: External link].
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 Pardons




Main article: List of people pardoned by George H. W. Bush[image: External link]


As other presidents have done, Bush issued a series of pardons during his last days in office. On December 24, 1992, he granted executive clemency to six former government employees implicated in the Iran-Contra scandal of the late 1980s, most prominently former Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger[image: External link].[104] Bush described Weinberger, who was scheduled to stand trial on January 5, 1993, for criminal charges related to Iran-Contra, as a "true American patriot".[104]

In addition to Weinberger, Bush pardoned Duane R. Clarridge, Clair E. George, Robert C. McFarlane[image: External link], Elliott Abrams[image: External link], and Alan G. Fiers Jr., all of whom had been indicted and/or convicted of criminal charges by an Independent Counsel[image: External link] headed by Lawrence Walsh.[105]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Honorary degrees





	
Texas A&M University[image: External link][106]


	
Sacred Heart University[image: External link][107]


	
Dartmouth College[image: External link], awarded a Doctor of Laws[image: External link][108]


	
Harvard University awarded a Doctor of Laws[image: External link] degree on May 29, 2014.[109][110]


	
National Intelligence University[image: External link] awarded a Doctor of Strategic Intelligence degree on March 8 2016. [111]




This list is incomplete[image: External link]; you can help by expanding it[image: External link].
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 Awards and honors




In 1990, Time magazine named him the Man of the Year[image: External link]. In 1991, the U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation awarded Bush its Lone Sailor award for his naval service and his subsequent government service. In 1993, he was made an Honorary Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath[image: External link] by Queen Elizabeth II.[112] In 2009, he received the PGA Tour Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link].
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 1992 presidential campaign




Main article: United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]


Bush announced his reelection bid in early 1992; with a coalition victory in the Persian Gulf War and high approval ratings, reelection initially looked likely. As a result, many leading Democrats declined to seek their party's presidential nomination. But an economic recession, and doubts of whether Bush ended the Gulf War properly, reduced his popularity.

Conservative political columnist Pat Buchanan challenged Bush for the Republican nomination, and shocked political pundits by finishing second, with 37% of the vote, in the New Hampshire primary. Bush responded by adopting more conservative positions on issues, in an attempt to undermine Buchanan's base.[20] Once he had secured the nomination, Bush faced his challenger, Democrat and Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] William Jefferson "Bill" Clinton. Clinton attacked Bush as not doing enough to assist the working middle-class and being "out of touch" with the common man, a notion reinforced by reporter Andrew Rosenthal[image: External link]'s false report that Bush was "astonished" to see a demonstration of a supermarket scanner[image: External link].[113][114][115]

In early 1992, the race took an unexpected twist when Texas billionaire H. Ross Perot[image: External link] launched a third party bid, claiming that neither Republicans nor Democrats could eliminate the deficit and make government more efficient. His message appealed to voters across the political spectrum disappointed with both parties' perceived fiscal irresponsibility.[116] Perot later bowed out of the race for a short time, then reentered.[117]

Clinton had originally been in the lead, until Perot reentered, tightening the race significantly.[118] Nearing election day, polls suggested that the race was a dead-heat,[15] but Clinton pulled out on top, defeating Bush in a 43% to 38% popular vote margin. Perot won 19% of the popular vote, one of the highest totals for a third party candidate in U.S. history, drawing equally from both major candidates, according to exit polls.[20][119] Bush received 168 electoral votes to Clinton's 370.[120]

Several factors were key in Bush's defeat. The ailing economy which arose from recession may have been the main factor in Bush's loss, as 7 in 10 voters said on election day that the economy was either "not so good" or "poor".[121][122] On the eve of the 1992 election, after unemployment reports of 7.8% appeared (the highest since 1984),[123] Economic recession[image: External link] had contributed to a sharp decline in his approval rating – to just 37%.[124]

Conservative Republicans point to Bush's 1990 agreement to raise taxes in contradiction of his famous "Read my lips: no new taxes[image: External link]" pledge. In doing so, Bush alienated many members of his conservative base, losing their support for his re-election. According to one survey, of the voters who cited Bush's broken "No New Taxes" pledge as "very important", two thirds voted for Bill Clinton.[125] Bush had raised taxes in an attempt to address an increasing budget deficit, which has largely been attributed to the Reagan tax cuts and military spending of the 1980s. The tax revenue increase had not hurt his approval ratings to the extent that it prevented it from reaching 89% during the Gulf War[image: External link], four months after the tax vote.[126] By February 1991 his approval rating rose to its highest level—89%.[127]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Public image




George Bush was widely seen as a "pragmatic caretaker" president who lacked a unified and compelling long-term theme in his efforts.[128][129][130] Indeed, Bush's sound bite[image: External link] where he refers to the issue of overarching purpose as "the vision thing" has become a metonym[image: External link] applied to other political figures accused of similar difficulties.[131][132][133][134][135][136] "He does not say why he wants to be there", wrote columnist George Will, "so the public does not know why it should care if he gets his way".[35]

His Ivy League[image: External link] and prep school education led to warnings by advisors that his image was too " preppy[image: External link]" in 1980, which resulted in deliberate efforts in his 1988 campaign to shed the image, including meeting voters at factories and shopping malls, abandoning set speeches.[35]

His ability to gain broad international support for the Gulf War[image: External link] and the war's result were seen as both a diplomatic and military triumph,[59] rousing bipartisan approval,[137] though his decision to withdraw without removing Saddam Hussein left mixed feelings, and attention returned to the domestic front and a souring economy.[138] A New York Times article mistakenly depicted Bush as being surprised to see a supermarket barcode reader[image: External link];[113][115] the report of his reaction exacerbated the notion that he was "out of touch".[113] Amid the early 1990s recession[image: External link], his image shifted from "conquering hero" to "politician befuddled by economic matters".[114]

Although Bush became the first elected Republican president since Hoover in 1932[image: External link] to lose a reelection bid (facing a 34% approval rating leading up to the 1992 election), the mood did not last. Despite his defeat, Bush climbed back from election day approval levels to leave office in 1993 with a 56% job approval rating.[139] By December 2008, 60% of Americans gave Bush's presidency a positive rating.[140]
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 Post-presidency (1993–present)




Upon leaving office, Bush retired with his wife, Barbara, and temporarily moved into a friend's house near the Tanglewood[image: External link] community of Houston as they prepared to build a permanent retirement house nearby.[141] Ultimately they built their retirement house in the community of West Oaks[image: External link], near Tanglewood.[28] They had a presidential office within the Park Laureate Building on Memorial Drive[image: External link].[142] Mimi Swartz of National Geographic[image: External link] wrote that "The Bushes are too studiously sedate to live in River Oaks[image: External link]".[143] They spend the summer at Walker's Point in Kennebunkport, Maine. On January 10, 1999, the Bushes became the longest-married Presidential couple in history, outlasting John and Abigail Adams[image: External link], who were married for 54 years and 3 days. At 70 years as of January 2015,[144] they still hold the record, by a year and a half, over Jimmy[image: External link] and Rosalynn Carter[image: External link]. Bush co-founded an annual fishing tournament in Islamorada[image: External link], an island in the Florida Keys[image: External link], which was held annually for 10 years.[145][146]

In 1993, Bush was awarded an honorary knighthood[image: External link] ( GCB[image: External link]) by Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link]. He was the third American president to receive the honor, the others being Dwight D. Eisenhower and Ronald Reagan.[112]

In 1993, Bush visited Kuwait to commemorate the coalition's victory over Iraq in the Gulf War, where he was targeted in an assassination plot. Kuwaiti authorities arrested 17 people allegedly involved in using a car bomb to kill Bush. Through interviews with the suspects and examinations of the bomb's circuitry and wiring, the FBI established that the plot had been directed by the Iraqi Intelligence Service[image: External link]. A Kuwaiti court later convicted all but one of the defendants. Two months later, in retaliation, Clinton ordered the firing[image: External link] of 23 cruise missiles[image: External link] at Iraqi Intelligence Service headquarters in Baghdad. The day before the strike, U.S. Ambassador to the UN Madeleine Albright[image: External link] went before the Security Council to present evidence of the Iraqi plot. After the missiles were fired, Vice President Al Gore said the attack "was intended to be a proportionate response at the place where this plot" to assassinate Bush "was hatched and implemented".[147]

From 1993 to 1999 he served as the chairman to the board of trustees for Eisenhower Fellowships[image: External link], and from 2007 to 2009 was chairman of the National Constitution Center[image: External link].

In 1997, the same year as the opening of his Presidential Library, the Houston international airport was renamed George Bush Intercontinental Airport[image: External link].

President Bush is Honorary Chairman of Points of Light[image: External link], an international nonprofit dedicated to engaging more people and resources in solving serious social problems through voluntary service.[148]

His eldest son, George W. Bush, was inaugurated as the 43rd President of the United States on January 20, 2001, and re-elected in 2004. Through previous administrations, the elder Bush had ubiquitously been known as "George Bush" or "President Bush", but following his son's election the need to distinguish between them has made retronymic[image: External link] forms such as "George H. W. Bush" and "George Bush senior" and colloquialisms such as "Bush 41" and "Bush the Elder" much more common. Bush told biographer Jon Meacham that his son's vice president, Dick Cheney, underwent a change following the September 11 attacks: "His seeming knuckling under to the real hard-charging guys who want to fight about everything, use force to get our way in the Middle East.”[149]
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 Presidential library




Main article: George Bush Presidential Library[image: External link]


The George Bush Presidential Library is the presidential library[image: External link] named for Bush. This tenth presidential library was built between 1995 and 1997 and contains the presidential and vice-presidential papers of Bush and the vice-presidential papers of Dan Quayle.[150] It was dedicated on November 6, 1997, and opened to the public shortly thereafter; the architectural firm of Hellmuth, Obata and Kassabaum[image: External link] designed the complex.

The George Bush Presidential Library and Museum is located on a 90-acre (360,000 m2) site on the west campus of Texas A&M University[image: External link] in College Station, Texas[image: External link], on a plaza adjoining the Presidential Conference Center and the Texas A&M Academic Center. The Library operates under NARA's administration and the Presidential Libraries Act of 1955[image: External link]'s provisions.

The Bush School of Government and Public Service[image: External link] is a graduate public policy school[image: External link] at Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas. The graduate school is part of the presidential library complex, and offers four programs: two master's degree programs (Public Service and Administration, and International Affairs) and three certificate programs (Advanced International Affairs, Nonprofit Management, and Homeland Security[image: External link]). The Master in International Affairs (MIA) degree program offers concentrations in either National Security and Diplomacy or International Development and Economic Policy.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Later activities




Bush continues to make many public appearances. He and Mrs. Bush attended the state funeral of Ronald Reagan[image: External link] in June 2004, and of Gerald Ford[image: External link] in January 2007. One month later, he was awarded the Ronald Reagan Freedom Award[image: External link] in Beverly Hills, California[image: External link], by former First Lady Nancy Reagan[image: External link]. Despite his political differences with Bill Clinton, it has been acknowledged that the two former presidents have become friends.[151] He and Clinton appeared together in television ads in 2005, encouraging aid for victims of Hurricane Katrina and the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami[image: External link].[152]

In October 2006, Bush was honored by the National Italian American Foundation[image: External link] (NIAF) with the NIAF One America Award for fundraising, with Bill Clinton, for the victims of the 2004 tsunami[image: External link] and Hurricane Katrina.[153]

Upon the death of Gerald Ford, Bush became the oldest living (former) president, 111 days older than Jimmy Carter[image: External link].

On February 18, 2008, Bush formally endorsed Senator John McCain for the presidency of the United States.[154] The endorsement offered a boost to McCain's campaign, as the Arizona[image: External link] Senator had been facing criticism among many conservatives.[155]

On January 10, 2009, both George H. W. and George W. Bush were present at the commissioning of USS George H.W. Bush  (CVN-77)[image: External link], the tenth and last Nimitz -class[image: External link] supercarrier[image: External link] of the United States Navy[image: External link].[156][157] Bush paid a visit to the carrier again on May 26, 2009.[158]

In October 2009, Bush criticized the rampant criticism of the current times, reflecting that he did not receive such "day in and day out" during his presidency and named Keith Olbermann[image: External link] and Rachel Maddow[image: External link] of MSNBC as examples; he called the two "sick puppies."[159]

On February 15, 2011, he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom—the highest civilian honor in the United States—by President Barack Obama.[160]

In July 2013, Bush had his head shaved in a show of support for the two-year-old son of a member of his security detail, who had leukemia.[161]

In April 2014, Frederick D. McClure, chief executive of the Bush library foundation, organized a three-day gathering in College Park, Texas[image: External link], to mark the 25th anniversary of the Bush administration. Also in early 2014, the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation presented the Profile in Courage Award[image: External link] to Bush and Mount Vernon[image: External link] awarded him its first Cyrus A. Ansary[image: External link] Prize.[162] The Kennedy foundation award was presented by Jack Schlossberg[image: External link], the late president's grandson, to Lauren Bush Lauren[image: External link], who accepted on her grandfather's behalf.[163] The Ansary prize was presented in Houston with Ansary, Barbara Lucas, Ryan C. Crocker[image: External link], dean of the Bush school since January 2010, Barbara Bush, and Curt Viebranz in attendance with the former president. Bush directed $50,000 of the prize to the Bush school[image: External link] at Texas A&M[image: External link], and $25,000 will fund an animation about the Siege of Yorktown[image: External link] for Mt. Vernon.[164] Viebranz and Lucas represented Mount Vernon at the presentation.[165][166]

On June 12, 2014, Bush fulfilled a long-standing promise by skydiving on his 90th birthday. He made the parachute jump from a helicopter near his home at 11:15 a.m. in Kennebunkport, Maine. The jump marked the eighth time the former president had skydived, including jumps on his 80th and 85th birthday as well.[167] He had tweeted[image: External link] about the incident prior to the jump, saying "It's a wonderful day in Maine — in fact, nice enough for a parachute jump."[168][169]

On February 5, 2017, George and Barbara Bush participated in the coin toss for Super Bowl LI[image: External link].[170]
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Bush suffers from vascular parkinsonism[image: External link], a form of Parkinson's disease[image: External link] which has forced him to use a motorized scooter or wheelchair since at least 2012.[171][172]

In July 2015, Bush suffered a severe neck injury. Wearing a neck brace in October in his first public engagement since the accident, he threw the ceremonial first pitch[image: External link] for the Houston Astros[image: External link] at Minute Maid Park[image: External link], at the age of 91.[173]

Bush sent a letter to president-elect Donald Trump in January 2017, to inform him of his own poor health, that he would not be able to attend Trump's inauguration on January 20, and give his best wishes. On January 18, he was admitted to the intensive care unit at Houston Methodist Hospital[image: External link], where he was sedated for a procedure to treat an acute respiratory problem stemming from pneumonia.[174] He was later discharged on 30 January, after surgery successfully removed a blockage from his lungs.[175]

On April 14, 2017, Bush was admitted to the hospital in Houston with a recurrence of pneumonia.[176]

Bush turned 93 years old on June 12, 2017. If he lives to November 25, 2017, he will become the longest lived President in United States History at 93 years, 166 days, surpassing Gerald Ford who holds the current record at 93 years, and 165 days when he died on December 26, 2006.
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George Washington Bush






Not to be confused with George W. Bush.

George Washington Bush (1779 – April 5, 1863) was an American[image: External link] pioneer and one of the first multiracial[image: External link] (Irish and African[1]) non- Amerindian[image: External link] settlers.[2]



TOP
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 Early life




George Washington Bush was born in Pennsylvania[image: External link] around 1779. An only child, he was raised as a Quaker[image: External link] and educated in Philadelphia.[2] Bush's father Matthew, of African descent, was born in India[image: External link].[1] Matthew Bush worked for a wealthy English[image: External link] merchant named Stevenson for most of his life. At Stevenson’s home in Philadelphia[image: External link], Matthew Bush met his wife, an Irish[image: External link] maid who also worked for Stevenson, and they married in 1778. Pennsylvania did not repeal its anti-miscegenation law until 1780, suggesting that Matthew Bush was either not considered black, or he was married under the care of Germantown Friends Meeting in violation of the law. George's parents served Stevenson until his death. Stevenson had no other family and so left the Bushes a substantial fortune.[2]

When he was about twenty years old Bush moved to Illinois where he entered the cattle business for the first time. In about 1820 Bush moved his cattle business to Missouri where he remained for the next twenty years.[3]
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 Soldier and trapper




Bush fought under Andrew Jackson[4] in the War of 1812[image: External link] at the Battle of New Orleans[image: External link]. Bush, Jeremiah Mabie and William Rutledge are the only known War of 1812 veterans to have settled in Thurston County, and the earliest known U.S. veterans in the county.[5] He later worked as a voyageur[image: External link] and fur trapper[image: External link]. He began his trapping career with a Frenchman named Robideau headquartered in St. Louis,[6] then spent several years in the Oregon Country[image: External link] working for the Hudson's Bay Company[image: External link] (HBC).
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 Missouri and marriage




Around 1830, Bush returned to Missouri[image: External link] where he married Isabella James, the daughter of a Baptist[image: External link] minister of German[image: External link] descent, on July 4, 1831. Missouri was a slave state[image: External link] at the time and had adopted anti-miscegenation laws in 1821, but like his father's marriage, there is no evidence that his marriage was thought to be illegal at the time. Bush was a free man and had never been a slave but, while he was of African and Irish descent, Missouri did not provide him the same legal status as a white[image: External link] man. Some sources state that his family lived in comfort there, while others suggest they faced increasing prejudice.[1][7]

A year after his marriage his first son, Owen, was born. The family had nine other boys, of which five survived past infancy.[3]
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 To the Northwest




In 1844, Bush and his family (along with five other families including his friend Michael Simmons[image: External link]) left Missouri, heading west on the Oregon Trail[image: External link]. Bush's navigation skills and knowledge of the western region, gained during his years as a trapper, made him the indispensable guide of the party. Isabella's training as a nurse was an important contribution as well. Bush and his family were also known to be very generous, purchasing supplies for their fellow travelers first in Missouri and later at great expense at Fort Bridger[image: External link]. Bush bought six Conestoga wagons, equipping them with enough provisions for a year, and helped several families make the trip to Oregon.[3] According to the Bush family history, Bush built a false bottom onto his wagon in which he hid over a hundred pounds of silver, worth about $2,000.[3] The Great Granddaughter of Bush claims that Bush had hidden $5,000 in silver dollars, some gold bricks, and fifty dollar slugs.[8] With him he brought many species of fruit and shade trees that he would plant in his farm at Bush Prairie.[9]

By the time the Bush-Simmons party reached the Oregon Country over four months later, the Provisional Government of Oregon[image: External link] had passed laws preventing black Americans from owning land. As a result, Bush and his party traveled north across the Columbia River[image: External link], into territory that at the time was claimed by both[image: External link] the United States[image: External link] and Great Britain[image: External link]. Bush's connections with the Hudson's Bay Company at Fort Vancouver[image: External link] may have helped the settlers gain access where the company had previously barred Americans from settling.
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 Bush Prairie




The Bushes and the other five families established a settlement, named Bush Prairie, at the southernmost tip of Puget Sound[image: External link] in what is now Tumwater, Washington[image: External link] (46°59′39″N 122°55′26″W[image: External link][10]). Bush and Michael Simmons built the area's first gristmill and sawmill in 1845, and Bush helped finance Simmons' logging company. Bush introduced the first mower and reaper to the area in 1856.[11]

In addition to their farm, the Bushes ran a roadside hotel for free. Wayfarers traveling between Cowlitz Landing and Puget Sound liked to stop there. It was open to anyone who came through the area. The Bushes would give visitors a good square meal and gave gifts of grain and fruit grown on the Bush farm.[9]

The Oregon Treaty[image: External link] of 1846 ended the joint administration north of the Columbia, placing Bush Prairie firmly in the United States. Ironically, by staking an American claim to the area, Bush and his party had also brought Oregon's black American exclusion laws, clouding the title to their land; these laws would not apply if the territory were under the British Empire. When the Washington Territory[image: External link] was formed in 1853, one of the first actions of the Territorial Legislature in Olympia[image: External link] was to ask Congress[image: External link] to give the Bushes unambiguous ownership of their land, which it did in 1855.[1][7] Bush was thus among the very first African-American landowners in Washington State.

According to the Oregon Trail History Library,


The Bush-Simmons Party is credited by some historians as having been in large part responsible for bringing the land north of the Columbia River—the present-day state of Washington—into the United States. They established a presence that attracted other settlers and strengthened the American claim to the area in later debates between Great Britain and the United States over partitioning the Oregon Country.[12]



George Washington Bush lived out the rest of his life in Washington. He maintained excellent relations with local Amerindians[image: External link], many of whom he nursed through epidemics of measles and smallpox. He also extended remarkable generosity towards with his fellow settlers, sharing grain with needy neighbors rather than selling it to speculators at great personal profit.[1] One year, wheat was in short supply and Bush was offered an unheard-of price for his entire crop. His response was

"I'll just keep my grain to let my neighbors who have had failures have enough to live on and for seeding their fields in the spring. They have no money to pay your fancy prices and I don't intend to see them want for anything in my power to provide them with."[13]

Bush died in Tumwater on April 5, 1863.[14] Isabella James Bush died September 12, 1866.
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 Legacy




Historians have noted how Bush's experience exemplifies the interdependence and interconnection of people from different racial groups on the western frontier, as well as the ugliness of racial prejudice.[1]

Their six sons carried on their tradition of farming and public service.[7] The eldest, William Owen Bush[image: External link], served twice in the Washington State Legislature[image: External link]. In 1890, he introduced the bill establishing the institution that is now Washington State University[image: External link].

In 1973, Jacob Lawrence[image: External link] did a series of five paintings depicting George Washington Bush’s journey by wagon train from Missouri to Bush Prairie. The paintings are in the collection of the Washington State Historical Society[image: External link].

In 2009, a Bush butternut tree[image: External link] was planted in Bush's memory on the grounds of the Washington State Capitol[image: External link] campus, and later also dedicated in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] The tree is a direct descendant of a seedling brought west on Bush's wagon and planted in 1845 at the Bush homestead on Bush Prairie.[15] That tree is one of the largest, and likely the oldest living butternut tree in the United States.[16][17]

Bush was buried in Tumwater, Washington at Union Cemetery, now a city pioneer cemetery[image: External link] called Bush/Union/Pioneer Calvary Cemetery. The cemetery is listed on the national, state and city registers of historic places.[14][18]
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	George Washington (Washington pioneer)[image: External link]
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President of the United States






"POTUS" redirects here. For the political talk radio channel, see P.O.T.U.S. (Sirius XM)[image: External link].

For other uses, see President of the United States (disambiguation)[image: External link]. For a list, see List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link].



	President of the

United States of America



	

Incumbent

Donald Trump

since January 20, 2017





	
Executive Branch of the U.S. Government[image: External link]

Executive Office of the President[image: External link]




	Style[image: External link]
	
Mr. President[image: External link]

(informal)[1][2]

The Honorable[image: External link]

(formal)[3]

His Excellency[image: External link][4][5][6]

(in international correspondence)




	Member of
	
Cabinet

Domestic Policy Council[image: External link]

National Economic Council[image: External link]

National Security Council[image: External link]




	Residence[image: External link]
	White House



	Seat[image: External link]
	Washington, D.C.[image: External link]



	Appointer
	Electoral College of the United States[image: External link]



	Term length[image: External link]
	Four years

renewable once



	Constituting instrument
	United States Constitution



	Inaugural holder
	George Washington



	Formation
	June 21, 1788

(228 years ago)




	Salary
	$400,000 annually[note 1][7]




	Website
	WhiteHouse.gov[image: External link]






	This article is part of a series[image: External link] on the



	Politics of the

United States of America[image: External link]



	

Federal Government[image: External link]



	Constitution of the United States




	Law[image: External link]

	Taxation











	

Legislature







	

Executive[image: External link]







	

Judiciary[image: External link]







	

Elections[image: External link]



	Presidential elections[image: External link]

	Midterm elections[image: External link]




	Off-year elections[image: External link]











	

Political parties[image: External link]



	Democratic[image: External link]

	Republican[image: External link]






	Third parties[image: External link]











	

Federalism[image: External link]



	State Government[image: External link]






	Governors




	
Legislatures[image: External link] ( List[image: External link])




	State courts[image: External link]




	

	Local government[image: External link]















	


	Other countries[image: External link]

	Atlas[image: External link]









	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










The President of the United States (informally referred to as "POTUS")[8][note 2] is the head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link]. The president directs the executive branch[image: External link] of the federal government[image: External link] and is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link].

The president is considered to be one of the world's most powerful political figures, as the leader of the only contemporary global superpower[image: External link].[9][10][11][12] The role includes being the commander-in-chief of the world's most expensive military[image: External link] with the second largest nuclear arsenal[image: External link] and leading the nation with the largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link]. The office of President holds significant hard[image: External link] and soft power[image: External link] both domestically and abroad.

Article II of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] vests the executive power of the United States in the president. The power includes execution of federal law, alongside the responsibility of appointing federal executive, diplomatic, regulatory and judicial officers, and concluding treaties with foreign powers with the advice and consent[image: External link] of the Senate. The president is further empowered to grant federal pardons and reprieves[image: External link], and to convene and adjourn either or both houses of Congress[image: External link] under extraordinary circumstances.[13] The president is largely responsible for dictating the legislative agenda of the party to which the president is a member. The president also directs the foreign and domestic policy of the United States.[14] Since the office of President was established in 1789, its power has grown substantially, as has the power of the federal government as a whole.[15]

The president is indirectly elected[image: External link] by the people through the Electoral College[image: External link] to a four-year term, and is one of only two nationally elected federal officers, the other being the Vice President of the United States.[16] However, nine vice presidents have assumed the presidency without having been elected to the office, by virtue of a president's intra-term death or resignation.[note 3]

The Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] (adopted in 1951) prohibits anyone from being elected president for a third term. It also prohibits a person from being elected to the presidency more than once if that person previously had served as president, or acting president, for more than two years of another person's term as president. In all, 44 individuals[image: External link] have served 45 presidencies (counting Grover Cleveland's two non-consecutive terms separately) spanning 57 full four-year terms.[17] On January 20, 2017, Donald Trump was sworn in as the 45th and current president.
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 Origin




In 1776, the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link], acting through the Second Continental Congress[image: External link], declared political independence from Great Britain[image: External link] during the American Revolution[image: External link]. The new states, though independent of each other as nation states[image: External link],[18] recognized the necessity of closely coordinating their efforts against the British.[19] Desiring to avoid anything that remotely resembled a monarchy[image: External link], Congress negotiated the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] to establish a weak alliance between the states.[18] As a central authority, Congress under the Articles was without any legislative power; it could make its own resolutions, determinations, and regulations, but not any laws, nor any taxes or local commercial regulations enforceable upon citizens.[19] This institutional design reflected the conception of how Americans believed the deposed British system of Crown[image: External link] and Parliament[image: External link] ought to have functioned with respect to the royal dominion[image: External link]: a superintending body for matters that concerned the entire empire.[19] Out from under any monarchy, the states assigned some formerly royal prerogatives[image: External link] (e.g., making war, receiving ambassadors, etc.) to Congress, while severally lodging the rest within their own respective state governments. Only after all the states agreed to a resolution settling competing western land claims did the Articles take effect on March 1, 1781, when Maryland[image: External link] became the final state to ratify them.

In 1783, the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] secured independence for each of the former colonies. With peace at hand, the states each turned toward their own internal affairs.[18] By 1786, Americans found their continental borders besieged and weak, their respective economies in crises as neighboring states agitated trade rivalries with one another, witnessed their hard currency[image: External link] pouring into foreign markets to pay for imports, their Mediterranean[image: External link] commerce preyed upon by North African[image: External link] pirates[image: External link], and their foreign-financed Revolutionary War debts unpaid and accruing interest.[18] Civil and political unrest loomed.

Following the successful resolution of commercial and fishing disputes between Virginia[image: External link] and Maryland at the Mount Vernon Conference[image: External link] in 1785, Virginia called for a trade conference between all the states, set for September 1786 in Annapolis, Maryland[image: External link], with an aim toward resolving further-reaching interstate commercial antagonisms. When the convention[image: External link] failed for lack of attendance due to suspicions among most of the other states, Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] led the Annapolis delegates in a call for a convention to offer revisions to the Articles, to be held the next spring in Philadelphia[image: External link]. Prospects for the next convention appeared bleak until James Madison and Edmund Randolph[image: External link] succeeded in securing George Washington's attendance to Philadelphia as a delegate for Virginia.[18][20]

When the Constitutional Convention[image: External link] convened in May 1787, the 12 state delegations in attendance (Rhode Island[image: External link] did not send delegates) brought with them an accumulated experience over a diverse set of institutional arrangements between legislative and executive branches from within their respective state governments. Most states maintained a weak executive without veto or appointment powers, elected annually by the legislature to a single term only, sharing power with an executive council, and countered by a strong legislature.[18] New York[image: External link] offered the greatest exception, having a strong, unitary governor with veto and appointment power elected to a three-year term, and eligible for reelection to an indefinite number of terms thereafter.[18] It was through the closed-door negotiations at Philadelphia that the presidency framed in the U.S. Constitution emerged.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Powers and duties





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Article I legislative role




The first power the Constitution confers upon the president is the veto[image: External link]. The Presentment Clause[image: External link] requires any bill passed by Congress[image: External link] to be presented to the president before it can become law. Once the legislation has been presented, the president has three options:


	Sign the legislation; the bill then becomes law.

	Veto the legislation and return it to Congress, expressing any objections; the bill does not become law, unless each house of Congress votes to override the veto by a two-thirds vote.

	Take no action. In this instance, the president neither signs nor vetoes the legislation. After 10 days, not counting Sundays, two possible outcomes emerge:

	If Congress is still convened, the bill becomes law.

	If Congress has adjourned, thus preventing the return of the legislation, the bill does not become law. This latter outcome is known as the pocket veto[image: External link].







In 1996, Congress attempted to enhance the president's veto power with the Line Item Veto Act[image: External link]. The legislation empowered the president to sign any spending bill into law while simultaneously striking certain spending items within the bill, particularly any new spending, any amount of discretionary spending, or any new limited tax benefit. Congress could then repass that particular item. If the president then vetoed the new legislation, Congress could override the veto by its ordinary means, a two-thirds vote in both houses. In Clinton v. City of New York[image: External link], 524[image: External link] U.S. 417[image: External link] (1998), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled such a legislative alteration of the veto power to be unconstitutional.
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 War and foreign affairs powers




Perhaps the most important of all presidential powers is the command of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] as its commander-in-chief[image: External link]. While the power to declare war is constitutionally vested in Congress, the president has ultimate responsibility for direction and disposition of the military. The present-day operational command of the Armed Forces (belonging to the Department of Defense) is normally exercised through the Secretary of Defense[image: External link], with assistance of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link], to the Combatant Commands[image: External link], as outlined in the presidentially approved Unified Command Plan (UCP).[21][22][23] The framers of the Constitution took care to limit the president's powers regarding the military; Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] explains this in Federalist No. 69[image: External link]:


The President is to be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States. ... It would amount to nothing more than the supreme command and direction of the military and naval forces ... while that [the power] of the British king[image: External link] extends to the DECLARING of war and to the RAISING and REGULATING of fleets and armies, all [of] which ... would appertain to the legislature.[24] [Emphasis in the original.]



Congress, pursuant to the War Powers Resolution[image: External link], must authorize any troop deployments longer than 60 days, although that process relies on triggering mechanisms that have never been employed, rendering it ineffectual.[25] Additionally, Congress provides a check to presidential military power through its control over military spending and regulation. While historically presidents initiated the process for going to war,[26][27] critics have charged that there have been several conflicts in which presidents did not get official declarations, including Theodore Roosevelt's military move into Panama[image: External link] in 1903,[26] the Korean War[image: External link],[26] the Vietnam War[image: External link],[26] and the invasions of Grenada[image: External link] in 1983[28] and Panama[image: External link] in 1990.[29]

Along with the armed forces, the president also directs U.S. foreign policy[image: External link]. Through the Department of State[image: External link] and the Department of Defense, the president is responsible for the protection of Americans abroad and of foreign nationals in the United States. The president decides whether to recognize new nations and new governments, and negotiates treaties with other nations, which become binding on the United States when approved by two-thirds vote of the Senate.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Administrative powers




The president is the head of the executive branch of the federal government and is constitutionally obligated[image: External link] to "take care that the laws be faithfully executed".[30] The executive branch has over four million employees, including members of the military.[31]

Presidents make numerous executive branch appointments: an incoming president may make up to 6,000 before taking office and 8,000 more while serving. Ambassadors[image: External link], members of the Cabinet, and other federal officers, are all appointed by a president with the "advice and consent[image: External link]" of a majority of the Senate. When the Senate is in recess for at least ten days, the president may make recess appointments[image: External link].[32] Recess appointments are temporary and expire at the end of the next session of the Senate.

The power of a president to fire executive officials has long been a contentious political issue. Generally, a president may remove purely executive officials at will.[33] However, Congress can curtail and constrain a president's authority to fire commissioners of independent regulatory agencies and certain inferior executive officers by statute.[34]

The president additionally possesses the ability to direct much of the executive branch through executive orders that are grounded in federal law[image: External link] or constitutionally granted executive power. Executive orders are reviewable by federal courts and can be superseded by federal legislation.

To manage the growing federal bureaucracy, Presidents have gradually surrounded themselves with many layers of staff, who were eventually organized into the Executive Office of the President of the United States. Within the Executive Office, the President's innermost layer of aides (and their assistants) are located in the White House Office[image: External link].
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The president also has the power to nominate federal judges[image: External link], including members of the United States courts of appeals and the Supreme Court of the United States. However, these nominations require Senate confirmation. Securing Senate approval can provide a major obstacle for presidents who wish to orient the federal judiciary toward a particular ideological stance. When nominating judges to U.S. district courts, presidents often respect the long-standing tradition of senatorial courtesy[image: External link]. Presidents may also grant pardons[image: External link] and reprieves (Bill Clinton pardoned Patty Hearst[image: External link] on his last day in office), as is often done just before the end of a presidential term, but not without controversy.[35][36][37]

Historically, two doctrines concerning executive power have developed that enable the president to exercise executive power with a degree of autonomy. The first is executive privilege, which allows the president to withhold from disclosure any communications made directly to the president in the performance of executive duties. George Washington first claimed privilege when Congress requested to see Chief Justice John Jay[image: External link]'s notes from an unpopular treaty negotiation with Great Britain[image: External link]. While not enshrined in the Constitution, or any other law, Washington's action created the precedent for the privilege. When Richard Nixon tried to use executive privilege as a reason for not turning over subpoenaed evidence to Congress during the Watergate scandal[image: External link], the Supreme Court ruled in United States v. Nixon[image: External link], 418[image: External link] U.S. 683[image: External link] (1974), that executive privilege did not apply in cases where a president was attempting to avoid criminal prosecution. When President Bill Clinton attempted to use executive privilege regarding the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link], the Supreme Court ruled in Clinton v. Jones[image: External link], 520[image: External link] U.S. 681[image: External link] (1997), that the privilege also could not be used in civil suits. These cases established the legal precedent[image: External link] that executive privilege is valid, although the exact extent of the privilege has yet to be clearly defined. Additionally, federal courts have allowed this privilege to radiate outward and protect other executive branch employees, but have weakened that protection for those executive branch communications that do not involve the president.[38]

The state secrets privilege[image: External link] allows the president and the executive branch to withhold information or documents from discovery[image: External link] in legal proceedings if such release would harm national security. Precedent for the privilege arose early in the 19th century when Thomas Jefferson refused to release military documents in the treason[image: External link] trial of Aaron Burr[image: External link] and again in Totten v. United States[image: External link] 92[image: External link] U.S. 105[image: External link] (1876), when the Supreme Court dismissed a case brought by a former Union spy.[39] However, the privilege was not formally recognized by the U.S. Supreme Court until United States v. Reynolds[image: External link] 345[image: External link] U.S. 1[image: External link] (1953), where it was held to be a common law[image: External link] evidentiary[image: External link] privilege.[40] Before the September 11 attacks[image: External link], use of the privilege had been rare, but increasing in frequency.[41] Since 2001, the government has asserted the privilege in more cases and at earlier stages of the litigation, thus in some instances causing dismissal of the suits before reaching the merits of the claims, as in the Ninth Circuit[image: External link]'s ruling in Mohamed v. Jeppesen Dataplan, Inc.[image: External link][40][42][43] Critics of the privilege claim its use has become a tool for the government to cover up illegal or embarrassing government actions.[44][45]
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The Constitution's Ineligibility Clause[image: External link] prevents the President (and all other executive officers) from simultaneously being a member of Congress[image: External link]. Therefore, the president cannot directly introduce legislative proposals[image: External link] for consideration in Congress. However, the president can take an indirect role in shaping legislation, especially if the president's political party has a majority in one or both houses of Congress. For example, the president or other officials of the executive branch may draft legislation and then ask senators or representatives to introduce these drafts into Congress. The president can further influence the legislative branch through constitutionally mandated, periodic reports to Congress. These reports may be either written or oral, but today are given as the State of the Union address, which often outlines the president's legislative proposals for the coming year. Additionally, the president may attempt to have Congress alter proposed legislation by threatening to veto that legislation unless requested changes are made.

In the 20th century critics began charging that too many legislative and budgetary powers have slid into the hands of presidents that should belong to Congress. As the head of the executive branch, presidents control a vast array of agencies[image: External link] that can issue regulations with little oversight from Congress. One critic charged that presidents could appoint a "virtual army of 'czars' – each wholly unaccountable to Congress yet tasked with spearheading major policy efforts for the White House".[46] Presidents have been criticized for making signing statements[image: External link] when signing congressional legislation about how they understand a bill or plan to execute it.[47] This practice has been criticized by the American Bar Association as unconstitutional.[48] Conservative commentator George Will[image: External link] wrote of an "increasingly swollen executive branch" and "the eclipse of Congress".[49]

According to Article II, Section 3, Clause 2[image: External link] of the Constitution, the president may convene either or both houses of Congress. If both houses cannot agree on a date of adjournment, the president may appoint a date for Congress to adjourn.
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As head of state, the president can fulfill traditions established by previous presidents. William Howard Taft started the tradition of throwing out the ceremonial first pitch[image: External link] in 1910 at Griffith Stadium[image: External link], Washington, D.C., on the Washington Senators[image: External link]' Opening Day[image: External link]. Every president since Taft, except for Jimmy Carter[image: External link], threw out at least one ceremonial first ball or pitch for Opening Day, the All-Star Game[image: External link], or the World Series[image: External link], usually with much fanfare.[50]

The President of the United States has served as the honorary president of the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link] since the founding of the organization.[51]

Other presidential traditions are associated with American holidays. Rutherford B. Hayes began in 1878 the first White House egg rolling[image: External link] for local children.[52] Beginning in 1947 during the Harry S. Truman administration, every Thanksgiving[image: External link] the president is presented with a live domestic turkey during the annual National Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation[image: External link] held at the White House. Since 1989, when the custom of "pardoning" the turkey was formalized by George H. W. Bush, the turkey has been taken to a farm where it will live out the rest of its natural life.[53]

Presidential traditions also involve the president's role as head of government. Many outgoing presidents since James Buchanan traditionally give advice to their successor during the presidential transition[image: External link].[54] Ronald Reagan and his successors have also left a private message on the desk of the Oval Office on Inauguration Day[image: External link] for the incoming president.[55]

During a state visit by a foreign head of state, the president typically hosts a State Arrival Ceremony[image: External link] held on the South Lawn[image: External link], a custom begun by John F. Kennedy in 1961.[56] This is followed by a state dinner[image: External link] given by the president which is held in the State Dining Room[image: External link] later in the evening.[57]

The modern presidency holds the president as one of the nation's premier celebrities. Some argue that images of the presidency have a tendency to be manipulated by administration public relations[image: External link] officials as well as by presidents themselves. One critic described the presidency as "propagandized leadership" which has a "mesmerizing power surrounding the office".[58] Administration public relations managers staged carefully crafted photo-ops[image: External link] of smiling presidents with smiling crowds for television cameras.[59] One critic wrote the image of John F. Kennedy was described as carefully framed "in rich detail" which "drew on the power of myth" regarding the incident of PT 109[image: External link][60] and wrote that Kennedy understood how to use images to further his presidential ambitions.[61] As a result, some political commentators have opined that American voters have unrealistic expectations of presidents: voters expect a president to "drive the economy, vanquish enemies, lead the free world, comfort tornado victims, heal the national soul and protect borrowers from hidden credit-card fees".[62]
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Main articles: Imperial Presidency[image: External link] and Imperiled presidency[image: External link]


Most of the nation's Founding Fathers[image: External link] expected the Congress[image: External link], which was the first branch of government described in the Constitution, to be the dominant branch of government; they did not expect a strong executive.[63] However, presidential power has shifted over time, which has resulted in claims that the modern presidency has become too powerful,[64][65] unchecked, unbalanced,[66] and "monarchist" in nature.[67] Critic Dana D. Nelson[image: External link] believes presidents over the past thirty years have worked towards "undivided presidential control of the executive branch and its agencies".[68] She criticizes proponents of the unitary executive[image: External link] for expanding "the many existing uncheckable executive powers – such as executive orders, decrees, memorandums, proclamations, national security directives and legislative signing statements – that already allow presidents to enact a good deal of foreign and domestic policy without aid, interference or consent from Congress".[68] Activist Bill Wilson[image: External link] opined that the expanded presidency was "the greatest threat ever to individual freedom and democratic rule".[69]
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See also: Age of candidacy[image: External link] and Natural-born-citizen clause[image: External link]


Article II, Section 1, Clause 5[image: External link] of the Constitution sets the following qualifications for holding the presidency:


	be a natural-born citizen of the United States;[note 4]


	be at least thirty-five years old;

	be a resident in the United States[image: External link] for at least fourteen years.



A person who meets the above qualifications is still disqualified from holding the office of president under any of the following conditions:


	Under the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link], no person can be elected president more than twice. The amendment also specifies that if any eligible person serves as president or acting president for more than two years of a term for which some other eligible person was elected president, the former can only be elected president once. Scholars disagree over whether a person precluded by the Twenty-second Amendment to being elected president is also precluded from being vice president.[70]


	Under Article I, Section 3, Clause 7[image: External link], upon conviction in impeachment cases, the Senate has the option of disqualifying convicted individuals from holding federal office, including that of president.[71]


	Under Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], no person who swore an oath to support the Constitution, and later rebelled against the United States, can become president. However, this disqualification can be lifted by a two-thirds vote of each house of Congress.
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 Campaigns and nomination




Main articles: United States presidential primary[image: External link], United States presidential nominating convention[image: External link], United States presidential election debates[image: External link], and United States presidential election[image: External link]


The modern presidential campaign begins before the primary elections[image: External link], which the two major political parties use to clear the field of candidates before their national nominating conventions[image: External link], where the most successful candidate is made the party's nominee for president. Typically, the party's presidential candidate chooses a vice presidential nominee, and this choice is rubber-stamped[image: External link] by the convention. The most common previous profession of U.S. presidents is lawyer.[72]

Nominees participate in nationally televised debates[image: External link], and while the debates are usually restricted to the Democratic[image: External link] and Republican[image: External link] nominees, third party candidates may be invited, such as Ross Perot[image: External link] in the 1992 debates. Nominees campaign across the country to explain their views, convince voters and solicit contributions. Much of the modern electoral process is concerned with winning swing states[image: External link] through frequent visits and mass media[image: External link] advertising drives.
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 Election and oath




Main articles: Electoral College (United States)[image: External link] and Oath of office of the President of the United States[image: External link]


The president is elected indirectly[image: External link]. A number of electors, collectively known as the Electoral College, officially select the president. On Election Day[image: External link], voters in each of the states and the District of Columbia[image: External link] cast ballots for these electors. Each state is allocated a number of electors, equal to the size of its delegation in both Houses of Congress combined. Generally, the ticket that wins the most votes in a state wins all of that state's electoral votes and thus has its slate of electors chosen to vote in the Electoral College.

The winning slate of electors meet at its state's capital on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, about six weeks after the election, to vote. They then send a record of that vote to Congress. The vote of the electors is opened by the sitting vice president—acting in that role's capacity as President of the Senate[image: External link]—and read aloud to a joint session[image: External link] of the incoming Congress, which was elected at the same time as the president.

Pursuant to the Twentieth Amendment[image: External link], the president's term of office begins at noon on January 20 of the year following the election. This date, known as Inauguration Day[image: External link], marks the beginning of the four-year terms of both the president and the vice president. Before executing the powers of the office, a president is constitutionally required to take the presidential oath[image: External link]:


I do solemnly swear (or affirm[image: External link]) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.[73]



Although not required, presidents have traditionally palmed a Bible while swearing the oath and have added, "So help me God!" to the end of the oath.[74] Further, although the oath may be administered by any person authorized by law to administer oaths, presidents are traditionally sworn in by the Chief Justice of the United States.
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 Tenure and term limits




The term of office for president and vice president is four years. George Washington, the first president, set an unofficial precedent of serving only two terms. Before Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ulysses S. Grant and Theodore Roosevelt each unsuccessfully sought a third term. In 1940, Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to a third term after being " drafted[image: External link]" by his party[image: External link]. In 1941, the United States entered World War II, leading voters to elect Roosevelt to a fourth term in 1944. Roosevelt died on April 12, 1945, 82 days into his fourth term.

After the war, and in response to Roosevelt being elected to third and fourth terms, the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] was adopted. The amendment bars anyone from being elected president more than twice, or once if that person served more than half of another president's term. Harry S. Truman, president when this amendment was adopted, was exempted from its limitations and briefly sought a third (a second full) term before withdrawing from the 1952 election[image: External link].

Since the amendment's adoption, five presidents have served two full terms: Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack Obama. Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush sought a second term, but were defeated. Richard Nixon was elected to a second term, but resigned before completing it. Lyndon B. Johnson was the only president under the amendment to be eligible to serve more than two terms in total, having served for only fourteen months following John F. Kennedy's assassination[image: External link]. However, Johnson withdrew from the 1968 Democratic Primary[image: External link], surprising many Americans. Gerald Ford sought a full term, after serving out the last two years and five months of Nixon's second term, but was not elected.
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 Succession, vacancy or disability




See also: Twenty-fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], United States presidential line of succession[image: External link], Presidential Succession Act[image: External link], and Impeachment in the United States[image: External link]


Succession to or vacancies in the office of President may arise under several possible circumstances: death, resignation and removal from office[image: External link].

Article II, Section 4[image: External link] of the Constitution allows the House of Representatives to impeach high federal officials, including the president, for "treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors." Article I, Section 3, Clause 6[image: External link] gives the Senate the power to remove impeached officials from office, given a two-thirds vote to convict. The House has thus far impeached two presidents: Andrew Johnson[image: External link] in 1868 and Bill Clinton[image: External link] in 1998. Neither was subsequently convicted by the Senate; however, Johnson was acquitted by just one vote.

Under Section 3 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment, the president may transfer the presidential powers and duties to the vice president, who then becomes acting president, by transmitting a statement to the Speaker of the House and the President pro tempore of the Senate[image: External link] stating the reasons for the transfer. The president resumes the discharge of the presidential powers and duties upon transmitting, to those two officials, a written declaration stating that resumption. This transfer of power may occur for any reason the president considers appropriate; in 2002 and again in 2007, President George W. Bush briefly transferred presidential authority to Vice President Dick Cheney. In both cases, this was done to accommodate a medical procedure which required Bush to be sedated; both times, Bush returned to duty later the same day.[75]

Under Section 4 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment, the vice president, in conjunction with a majority of the Cabinet, may transfer the presidential powers and duties from the president to the vice president by transmitting a written declaration to the Speaker of the House and the president pro tempore of the Senate that the president is unable to discharge the presidential powers and duties. If this occurs, then the vice president will assume the presidential powers and duties as acting president; however, the president can declare that no such inability exists and resume the discharge of the presidential powers and duties. If the vice president and Cabinet contest this claim, it is up to Congress, which must meet within two days if not already in session, to decide the merit of the claim.

The United States Constitution mentions the resignation of the president, but does not regulate its form or the conditions for its validity. Pursuant to federal law, the only valid evidence of the president's resignation is a written instrument to that effect, signed by the president and delivered to the office of the Secretary of State.[76] This has only occurred once, when Richard Nixon delivered a letter to Henry Kissinger[image: External link] to that effect.

Section 1 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment states that the vice president becomes president upon the removal from office, death or resignation of the preceding president. The Presidential Succession Act of 1947 provides that if the offices of President and Vice President are each either vacant or are held by a disabled person, the next officer in the presidential line of succession[image: External link], the Speaker of the House, becomes acting president. The line then extends to the President pro tempore of the Senate, followed by every member of the Cabinet. These persons must fulfill all eligibility requirements of the office of President to be eligible to become acting president; ineligible individuals are skipped.
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 Political affiliation




Throughout most of its history, politics[image: External link] of the United States have been dominated by political parties[image: External link]. Political parties had not been anticipated when the U.S. Constitution was drafted in 1787, nor did they exist at the time of the first presidential election[image: External link] in 1788–1789. Organized political parties developed in the U.S. in the mid–1790s, but political factions, from which organized parties evolved, began to appear almost immediately after the Federal government came into existence. Those who supported the Washington administration[image: External link] were referred to as "pro-administration" and would eventually form the Federalist Party[image: External link], while those in opposition joined the emerging Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link].[77]

Greatly concerned about the very real capacity of political parties to destroy the fragile unity holding the nation together, Washington remained unaffiliated with any political faction or party throughout his eight-year presidency. He was, and remains, the only U.S. president never to be affiliated with a political party.[78] Since George Washington, 43 persons have been sworn into office as President, and all have been affiliated with a political party at the time they assumed office. The number of presidents per political party are:


	19 with the Republican[image: External link] Party – Chester A. Arthur, George H. W. Bush, George W. Bush, Calvin Coolidge, Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], Gerald Ford, James A. Garfield, Ulysses S. Grant, Warren G. Harding, Benjamin Harrison, Rutherford B. Hayes, Herbert Hoover, Abraham Lincoln, William McKinley, Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan, Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Donald Trump


	14 with the Democratic[image: External link] Party – James Buchanan, Jimmy Carter[image: External link], Grover Cleveland, Bill Clinton, Andrew Jackson, Lyndon B. Johnson, John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, Franklin Pierce, James K. Polk, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Martin Van Buren, and Woodrow Wilson


	Four with the Democratic-Republican[image: External link] Party – John Quincy Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe


	Four with the Whig[image: External link] Party – Millard Fillmore, William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor, and John Tyler


	One with the Federalist[image: External link] Party – John Adams[79]


	One with the National Union Party[image: External link] – Andrew Johnson
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 Compensation






	Presidential pay history



	Date established
	Salary
	Salary in 2016

dollars



	September 24, 1789
	$25,000
	$702,755



	March 3, 1873
	$50,000
	$1,032,868



	March 4, 1909
	$75,000
	$2,045,483



	January 19, 1949
	$100,000
	$1,008,433



	January 20, 1969
	$200,000
	$1,307,940



	January 20, 2001
	$400,000
	$542,082



	Sources:[80][81][82]





Since 2001, the president has earned a $400,000 annual salary, along with a $50,000 annual expense account, a $100,000 nontaxable travel account, and $19,000 for entertainment.[83][84] The most recent raise in salary was approved by Congress and President Bill Clinton in 1999 and went into effect in 2001.

The White House in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], serves as the official place of residence for the president. As well as access to the White House staff, facilities available to the president include medical care, recreation, housekeeping, and security services. The government pays for state dinners and other official functions, but the president pays for personal, family and guest dry cleaning and food; the high food bill often amazes new residents.[85] Naval Support Facility Thurmont, popularly known as Camp David[image: External link], is a mountain-based military camp in Frederick County, Maryland[image: External link], used as a country retreat and for high alert protection of the president and guests. Blair House[image: External link], located next to the Eisenhower Executive Office Building[image: External link] at the White House Complex and Lafayette Park[image: External link], is a complex of four connected townhouses exceeding 70,000 square feet (6,500 m2) of floor space which serves as the president's official guest house and as a secondary residence for the president if needed.[86]

For ground travel, the president uses the presidential state car[image: External link], which is an armored limousine[image: External link] built on a heavily modified Cadillac[image: External link]-based chassis[image: External link].[87] One of two identical Boeing VC-25[image: External link] aircraft, which are extensively modified versions of Boeing 747[image: External link]-200B airliners, serve as long distance travel for the president and are referred to as Air Force One[image: External link] while the president is on board (although any U.S. Air Force aircraft the President is aboard is designated as "Air Force One" for the duration of the flight). In-country trips are typically handled with just one of the two planes while overseas trips are handled with both, one primary and one backup. Any civilian aircraft the President is aboard is designated Executive One[image: External link] for the flight.[88][89] The president also has access to a fleet of thirty-five U.S. Marine Corps[image: External link] helicopters of varying models, designated Marine One[image: External link] when the president is aboard any particular one in the fleet. Flights are typically handled with as many as five helicopters all flying together and frequently swapping positions as to disguise which helicopter the President is actually aboard to any would-be threats.

The U.S. Secret Service[image: External link] is charged with protecting the sitting president and the first family[image: External link]. As part of their protection, presidents, first ladies[image: External link], their children and other immediate family members, and other prominent persons and locations are assigned Secret Service codenames[image: External link].[90] The use of such names was originally for security purposes and dates to a time when sensitive electronic communications were not routinely encrypted[image: External link]; today, the names simply serve for purposes of brevity, clarity, and tradition.[91]
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 Post-presidency




See also: Post-presidency of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link] and Post-presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Under the Former Presidents Act[image: External link], all living former presidents are granted a pension, an office, and a staff. The pension has increased numerous times with Congressional approval. Retired presidents now receive a pension based on the salary of the current administration's cabinet secretaries, which was $199,700 each year in 2012.[92] Former presidents who served in Congress may also collect congressional pensions[image: External link].[93] The act also provides former presidents with travel funds and franking[image: External link] privileges. Prior to 1997, all former presidents, their spouses, and their children until age 16 were protected by the Secret Service until the president's death.[94][95] In 1997, Congress passed legislation limiting secret service protection to no more than 10 years from the date a president leaves office.[96] On January 10, 2013, President Obama signed legislation reinstating lifetime secret service protection for him, George W. Bush, and all subsequent presidents.[97] A spouse who remarries is no longer eligible for secret service protection.[96]

Some presidents have had significant careers after leaving office. Prominent examples include William Howard Taft's tenure as Chief Justice of the United States and Herbert Hoover's work on government reorganization after World War II. Grover Cleveland, whose bid for reelection failed in 1888, was elected president again four years later in 1892. Two former presidents served in Congress after leaving the White House: John Quincy Adams was elected to the House of Representatives, serving there for seventeen years, and Andrew Johnson returned to the Senate in 1875. John Tyler served in the provisional Congress of the Confederate States[image: External link] during the Civil War[image: External link] and was elected to the Confederate House of Representatives, but died before that body first met.

Presidents may use their predecessors as emissaries to deliver private messages to other nations or as official representatives of the United States to state funerals and other important foreign events.[98][99] Richard Nixon made multiple foreign trips to countries including China and Russia and was lauded as an elder statesman.[100] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] has become a global human rights[image: External link] campaigner, international arbiter, and election monitor, as well as a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link]. Bill Clinton has also worked as an informal ambassador, most recently in the negotiations that led to the release of two American journalists[image: External link], Laura Ling[image: External link] and Euna Lee[image: External link], from North Korea[image: External link]. Clinton has also been active politically since his presidential term ended, working with his wife Hillary[image: External link] on her 2008[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link] presidential bids and President Obama on his 2012 reelection campaign[image: External link].



	Living former presidents[image: External link]



	


	






	

Jimmy Carter[image: External link] (age 92)

since 1981[image: External link] 








	






	

George H. W. Bush (age 93)

since 1993[image: External link] 








	






	

Bill Clinton (age 70)

since 2001 








	






	

George W. Bush (age 70)

since 2009 








	






	

Barack Obama (age 55)

since 2017 
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 Presidential libraries




Main article: Presidential library[image: External link]


Since Herbert Hoover, each president has created a repository[image: External link] known as a presidential library[image: External link] for preserving and making available his papers, records and other documents and materials. Completed libraries are deeded to and maintained by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA); the initial funding for building and equipping each library must come from private, non-federal sources.[101] There are currently thirteen presidential libraries in the NARA system. There are also presidential libraries maintained by state governments and private foundations and Universities of Higher Education, such as the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by the State of Illinois[image: External link], the George H.W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by Texas A&M University[image: External link] and the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum, which is run by the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].

As many presidents live for many years after leaving office, several of them have personally overseen the building and opening of their own presidential libraries, some even making arrangements for their own burial at the site. Several presidential libraries therefore contain the graves of the president they document, such as the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] in Yorba Linda, California[image: External link] and the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library[image: External link] in Simi Valley, California[image: External link]. The graves are viewable by the general public visiting these libraries.
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 Timeline of presidents




Main article: List of Presidents of the United States § Presidents[image: External link]
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 Presidential administrations







Presidencies of the United States[image: External link]




United States Executive Cabinet members by presidential administration[image: External link]




United States government personnel by presidential administration[image: External link]




United States presidential administration controversies[image: External link]




United States presidential administration timelines[image: External link]





  Presidency of John Adams[image: External link]






  Presidency of John Quincy Adams[image: External link]






  Presidency of Chester A. Arthur[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Buchanan[image: External link]






  Presidency of George H. W. Bush






  Presidency of George W. Bush






  Presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link]






  Presidencies of Grover Cleveland[image: External link]






  Presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]






  Presidency of Calvin Coolidge[image: External link]






  Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]






  Presidency of Millard Fillmore[image: External link]






  Presidency of Gerald Ford[image: External link]
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  Presidency of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link]
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  Presidency of William Henry Harrison[image: External link]
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  Presidency of Herbert Hoover[image: External link]






  Presidency of Andrew Jackson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Andrew Johnson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link]






  Presidency of John F. Kennedy[image: External link]






  Presidency of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Madison[image: External link]






  Presidency of William McKinley[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Monroe[image: External link]






  Presidency of Richard Nixon[image: External link]






  Presidency of Barack Obama






  Presidency of Franklin Pierce[image: External link]






  Presidency of James K. Polk[image: External link]






  Presidency of Ronald Reagan






  Presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]






  Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link]






  Presidency of William Howard Taft[image: External link]






  Presidency of Zachary Taylor[image: External link]






  Presidency of Harry S. Truman[image: External link]






  Presidency of Donald Trump[image: External link]






  Presidency of John Tyler[image: External link]






  Presidency of Martin Van Buren[image: External link]






  Presidency of George Washington[image: External link]






  Presidency of Woodrow Wilson[image: External link]






  Template:US Presidential Administrations[image: External link]
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 Lists relating to the United States presidency




List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of candidates for President of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of United States presidential electors[image: External link]




Lists of fictional Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of honors and awards received by Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of United States judicial appointments by president[image: External link]




Vice presidency of the United States-related lists[image: External link]





  List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]






  List of Presidents of the United States by age[image: External link]






  American Presidents: Life Portraits






  List of United States presidential assassination attempts and plots[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Donald Trump has announced he will take a salary of only 1 dollar per annum.


	
^ The terms POTUS (and SCOTUS) originated in the Phillips Code[image: External link], a shorthand method created in 1879 by Walter P. Phillips[image: External link] for the rapid transmission of press reports by telegraph.


	
^ The nine vice presidents who succeeded to the presidency upon their predecessor's death or resignation and finished-out that unexpired term are: John Tyler (1841); Millard Fillmore (1850); Andrew Johnson (1865); Chester A. Arthur (1881); Theodore Roosevelt (1901); Calvin Coolidge (1923); Harry S. Truman (1945); Lyndon B. Johnson (1963); and Gerald Ford (1974), Ford had also not been elected vice president.


	
^ Foreign-born American citizens who met the age and residency requirements at the time the Constitution was adopted were also eligible for the presidency. However, this allowance has since become obsolete.
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Dick Cheney






"Richard Cheney" redirects here. For the New Mexico politician, see Richard Cheney (New Mexico politician)[image: External link].

Richard Bruce Cheney[2] (born January 30, 1941) is an American politician and businessman who was the 46th Vice President of the United States[image: External link] from 2001 to 2009, under President George W. Bush.

Born in Lincoln, Nebraska[image: External link], Cheney was primarily raised in Sumner, Nebraska[image: External link], and Casper, Wyoming[image: External link].[3] He attended Yale[image: External link] and then the University of Wyoming[image: External link], at the latter of which he earned a BA and an MA[image: External link] in Political Science[image: External link]. He began his political career as an intern for Congressman William A. Steiger[image: External link], eventually working his way into the White House during the Nixon and Ford administrations, where he later served as the White House Chief of Staff, from 1975 to 1977. In 1978, Cheney was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives representing Wyoming's at-large congressional district[image: External link] from 1979 to 1989; he was reelected five times, briefly serving as House Minority Whip[image: External link] in 1989. Cheney was selected to be the Secretary of Defense[image: External link] during the Presidency of George H. W. Bush, holding the position for the majority of Bush's term from 1989 to 1993. During his time in the Department of Defense, Cheney oversaw the 1991 Operation Desert Storm[image: External link], among other actions. Out of office during the Clinton administration[image: External link], Cheney was the Chairman and CEO of Halliburton Company[image: External link] from 1995 to 2000.

In July 2000, Cheney was chosen by presumptive Republican[image: External link] Presidential nominee George W. Bush as his running mate in the 2000 Presidential election[image: External link]. They defeated their Democratic[image: External link] opponents, incumbent Vice President Al Gore and Senator Joe Lieberman. In 2004[image: External link], Cheney was reelected to his second term as Vice President, defeating Senator John Kerry's running mate, Senator John Edwards[image: External link]. During Cheney's tenure as Vice President, he played a leading behind-the-scenes role in the George W. Bush administration's[image: External link] response to the September 11 attacks[image: External link] and coordination of the Global War on Terrorism. He was an early proponent[citation needed[image: External link]] of Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link] and defender of the Administration's anti-terrorism record. He became at odds with President Bush's position against same-sex marriage[image: External link] in 2004.[4] Cheney was often criticized for the Bush Administration's policies regarding the campaign against terrorism, wiretapping by the National Security Agency (NSA)[image: External link], and so-called enhanced interrogation techniques.[5][6][7]

In 2011, Cheney published his memoir In My Time: A Personal and Political Memoir[image: External link], written with daughter Liz Cheney[image: External link], and in 2015, published another book, Exceptional: Why the World Needs a Powerful America[image: External link], again co-authored with his daughter. He has been cited as the most powerful Vice President in American history.[8][9] At the same time he has been among the least favored politicians in the history of the United States: his approval rating when leaving office was only 13%.[10]



TOP
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 Early life and education




Cheney was born in Lincoln, Nebraska, the son of Marjorie Lorraine (née Dickey) and Richard Herbert Cheney. He is of predominantly English, as well as Welsh[image: External link], Irish, and French Huguenot ancestry; Cheney's 8th great-grandfather, William Cheney, immigrated from England to Massachusetts in the 17th century.[11][12][13] Although not a direct descendant, he is collaterally related to Benjamin Pierce Cheney[image: External link] (1815–1895), the early American expressman[image: External link]. Cheney is a very distant cousin of both Harry S. Truman and Barack Obama; the three share a common ancestor in Mareen Duvall[image: External link], a Huguenot[image: External link] who fled from France to England in the 17th century and later settled in Maryland.[14] His father was a soil conservation agent for the U.S. Department of Agriculture[image: External link] and his mother was a softball star in the 1930s;[15] Cheney was one of three children.

He attended Calvert Elementary School[image: External link][16][17] before his family moved to Casper, Wyoming[image: External link],[18] where he attended Natrona County High School[image: External link].

He attended Yale University, but by his own account had problems adjusting to the college, and failed out twice.[19] Among the influential teachers from his days in New Haven was Professor H. Bradford Westerfield[image: External link], whom Cheney repeatedly credited with having helped to shape his approach to foreign policy[image: External link].[20] He later attended the University of Wyoming[image: External link], where he earned both a Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Arts in political science[image: External link]. He subsequently started, but did not finish, doctoral[image: External link] studies at the University of Wisconsin–Madison[image: External link].[21]

In November 1962, at the age of 21, Cheney was convicted of driving while intoxicated[image: External link] (DWI). He was arrested for DWI again the following year.[22] Cheney said that the arrests made him "think about where I was and where I was headed. I was headed down a bad road if I continued on that course".[23]

In 1964, he married Lynne Vincent[image: External link], his high school sweetheart, whom he had met at age 14.

When Cheney became eligible for the draft[image: External link], during the Vietnam War[image: External link], he applied for and received five draft deferments. In 1989, The Washington Post writer George C. Wilson interviewed Cheney as the next Secretary of Defense[image: External link]; when asked about his deferments, Cheney reportedly said, "I had other priorities in the '60s than military service".[24] Cheney testified during his confirmation hearings in 1989 that he received deferments to finish a college career that lasted six years rather than four, owing to sub-par academic performance and the need to work to pay for his education. Initially, Cheney was not drafted due to his marriage to Lynne Cheney.[25] When the draft was expanded to include married men without children, he applied for four deferments in sequence. He applied for his fifth exemption on January 19, 1966, when his wife was about 10 weeks pregnant. He was granted 3-A status, the "hardship" exemption, which excluded men with children or dependent parents. In January 1967, Cheney turned 26 and was no longer eligible for the draft.[26]
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 Early White House appointments




Cheney's political career began in 1969, as an intern for Congressman William A. Steiger[image: External link] during the Richard Nixon Administration. He then joined the staff of Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link], who was then Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity[image: External link] from 1969–70.[22] He held several positions in the years that followed: White House Staff Assistant in 1971, Assistant Director of the Cost of Living Council from 1971–73, and Deputy Assistant to the president from 1974–1975. As deputy assistant, Cheney suggested several options in a memo to Rumsfeld, including use of the US Justice Department[image: External link], that the Ford administration[image: External link] could use to limit damage from an article, published by The New York Times, in which investigative reporter Seymour Hersh[image: External link] reported that Navy submarines had tapped into Soviet undersea communications as part of a highly classified program, Operation Ivy Bells[image: External link].[27][28]

Cheney was Assistant to the President and White House Deputy Chief of Staff under Gerald Ford.[29] When Rumsfeld was named Secretary of Defense[image: External link], Cheney became White House Chief of Staff, succeeding Rumsfeld.[22] He later was campaign manager for Ford's 1976 presidential campaign[image: External link].[30]
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 U.S. House of Representatives (1979–89)
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 Elections




In 1978, Cheney was elected to represent Wyoming in the U.S. House of Representatives and succeeded retiring Democratic[image: External link] Congressman Teno Roncalio[image: External link], having defeated his Democratic opponent, Bill Bailey. Cheney was re-elected five times, serving until 1989.
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 Leadership




In 1987, he was elected Chairman of the House Republican Conference[image: External link]. The following year, he was elected House Minority Whip[image: External link].[31] He served for two and a half months before he was appointed Secretary of Defense instead of former U.S. Senator John G. Tower[image: External link], whose nomination had been rejected by the U.S. Senate in March 1989.[32]
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 Votes




He voted against the creation of the U.S. Department of Education[image: External link], citing his concern over budget deficits and expansion of the federal government, and claiming that the Department was an encroachment on states' rights[image: External link].[33] He voted against funding Head Start[image: External link], but reversed his position in 2000.[34]

Cheney initially voted in 1978 against establishing a national holiday[image: External link] in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link], but supported creation of the holiday five years later in 1983.[35]

Cheney supported Bob Michel[image: External link]'s (R-IL) bid to become Republican Minority Leader.[36] In April 1980, Cheney endorsed Governor Ronald Reagan for President, becoming one of Reagan's earliest supporters.[37]

In 1986, after President Ronald Reagan vetoed a bill to impose economic sanctions[image: External link] on South Africa for its policy of apartheid[image: External link], Cheney was one of 83 Representatives to vote against overriding Reagan's veto.[38] In later years, he articulated his opposition to unilateral sanctions against many different countries, stating "they almost never work"[39] and that in that case they might have ended up hurting the people instead.[40]

In 1986, Cheney, along with 145 Republicans and 31 Democrats, voted against a non-binding Congressional resolution calling on the South African government to release Nelson Mandela from prison, after the Democrats defeated proposed amendments that would have required Mandela to renounce violence sponsored by the African National Congress[image: External link] (ANC) and requiring it to oust the communist faction from its leadership; the resolution was defeated. Appearing on CNN, Cheney addressed criticism for this, saying he opposed the resolution because the ANC "at the time was viewed as a terrorist organization and had a number of interests that were fundamentally inimical to the United States."[41]

The federal building in Casper[image: External link], a regional center of the fossil fuel industry, is named the Dick Cheney Federal Building.[42] [43]
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 Committee assignments




Originally declining, U.S. Congressman Barber Conable[image: External link] persuaded Cheney to join the moderate Republican Wednesday Group in order to move up the leadership ranks. He was elected Chairman of the Republican Policy Committee[image: External link] from 1981 to 1987. Cheney was the Ranking Member of the Select Committee to investigate the Iran-Contra Affair[image: External link].[22][44][45] He promoted Wyoming's petroleum and coal businesses as well.[46]
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 Secretary of Defense (1989–93)




President George H. W. Bush nominated Cheney for the office of Secretary of Defense[image: External link] immediately after the U.S. Senate failed to confirm John Tower[image: External link] for that position.[47] The senate confirmed Cheney by a vote of 92 to 0[47] and he served in that office from March 1989 to January 1993. He directed the United States invasion of Panama[image: External link] and Operation Desert Storm[image: External link] in the Middle East. In 1991, he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by Bush.[31] Later that year, he received the U.S. Senator John Heinz Award for Greatest Public Service by an Elected or Appointed Official, an award given out annually by Jefferson Awards[image: External link].[48]

Cheney has said his time at the Pentagon was the most rewarding period of his public service career, calling it "the one that stands out." In 2014, Cheney recounted that when he met with President George H. W. Bush to accept the offer, he passed a painting in the private residence entitled The Peacemakers, which depicted President Lincoln, General Grant, and William Tecumseh Sherman[image: External link]. "My great-grandfather had served under William Tecumseh Sherman throughout the war," Cheney said, "and it occurred to me as I was in the room as I walked in to talk to the President about becoming Secretary of Defense, I wondered what he would have thought that his great-grandson would someday be in the White House with the President talking about taking over the reins of the U.S. military."[49]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early tenure




Cheney worked closely with Pete Williams[image: External link], Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs[image: External link], and Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link], Under Secretary of Defense for Policy[image: External link], from the beginning of his tenure. He focused primarily on external matters, and left most of the internal DoD management to Deputy Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Donald Atwood[image: External link].[32]
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 Budgetary practices




Cheney's most immediate issue as Secretary of Defense was the Department of Defense budget. Cheney deemed it appropriate to cut the budget and downsize the military, following the Reagan Administration[image: External link]'s peacetime defense buildup at the height of the Cold War[image: External link].[50] As part of the fiscal year 1990 budget, Cheney assessed the requests from each of the branches of the armed services for such expensive programs as the Avenger II[image: External link] Naval attack aircraft, the B-2[image: External link] stealth bomber, the V-22 Osprey[image: External link] tilt-wing helicopter[image: External link], the Aegis destroyer[image: External link] and the MX missile[image: External link], totaling approximately $4.5 billion in light of changed world politics.[32] Cheney opposed the V-22 program, which Congress had already appropriated funds for, and initially refused to issue contracts for it before relenting.[51] When the 1990 Budget came before Congress in the summer of 1989, it settled on a figure between the Administration's request and the House Armed Services Committee[image: External link]'s recommendation.[32]

In subsequent years under Cheney, the proposed and adopted budgets followed patterns similar to that of 1990. Early in 1991, he unveiled a plan to reduce military strength by the mid-1990s to 1.6 million, compared with 2.2 million when he entered office. Cheney's 1993 defense budget was reduced from 1992, omitting programs that Congress had directed the Department of Defense to buy weapons that it did not want, and omitting unrequested reserve forces.[32]

Over his four years as Secretary of Defense, Cheney downsized the military and his budgets showed negative real growth, despite pressures to acquire weapon systems advocated by Congress. The Department of Defense's total obligational authority in current dollars declined from $291 billion to $270 billion. Total military personnel strength decreased by 19 percent, from about 2.2 million in 1989 to about 1.8 million in 1993.[32] Notwithstanding the overall reduction in military spending, Cheney directed the development of a Pentagon plan to ensure U.S. military dominance in the post-Cold War era.[52]
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 Political climate and agenda




Cheney publicly expressed concern that nations such as Iraq, Iran, and North Korea[image: External link], could acquire nuclear components after the collapse of the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1991. The end of the Cold War, the fall of the Soviet Union, and the disintegration of the Warsaw Pact[image: External link] obliged the first Bush Administration to reevaluate the North Atlantic Treaty Organization's[image: External link] (NATO's) purpose and makeup. Cheney believed that NATO should remain the foundation of European security relationships and that it would remain important to the United States in the long term; he urged the alliance to lend more assistance to the new democracies in Eastern Europe.[32]

Cheney's views on NATO reflected his skepticism about prospects for peaceful social development in the former Eastern Bloc[image: External link] countries, where he saw a high potential for political uncertainty and instability. He felt that the Bush Administration was too optimistic in supporting General Secretary of the CPSU[image: External link] Mikhail Gorbachev and his successor, Russian President[image: External link] Boris Yeltsin[image: External link].[32] Cheney worked to maintain strong ties between the United States and its European allies.[53]

Cheney persuaded the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia[image: External link] to allow bases for U.S. ground troops and war planes in the nation. This was an important element of the success of the Gulf War[image: External link], as well as a lightning-rod for Islamists[image: External link], such as Osama bin Laden, who opposed having non-Muslim armies near their holy sites.[54]
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 International situations




Using economic sanctions[image: External link] and political pressure, the United States mounted a campaign to drive Panamanian[image: External link] ruler General Manuel Antonio Noriega[image: External link] from power after he fell from favor.[32] In May 1989, after Guillermo Endara[image: External link] had been duly elected President of Panama[image: External link], Noriega nullified the election outcome, drawing intensified pressure. In October, Noriega suppressed a military coup[image: External link], but in December, after soldiers of the Panamanian army[image: External link] killed a U.S. serviceman, the United States invasion of Panama began under Cheney's direction. The stated reason for the invasion was to seize Noriega to face drug charges in the United States, protect U.S. lives and property, and restore Panamanian civil liberties[image: External link].[55] Although the mission was controversial,[56] U.S. forces achieved control of Panama and Endara assumed the Presidency; Noriega was convicted and imprisoned on racketeering[image: External link] and drug trafficking charges in April 1992.[57]

In 1991, the Somali Civil War[image: External link] drew the world's attention. In August 1992, the United States began to provide humanitarian assistance[image: External link], primarily food, through a military airlift. At President Bush's direction, Cheney dispatched the first of 26,000 U.S. troops to Somalia[image: External link] as part of the Unified Task Force[image: External link] (UNITAF), designed to provide security and food relief.[32] Cheney's successors as Secretary of Defense, Les Aspin[image: External link] and William J. Perry[image: External link], had to contend with both the Bosnian[image: External link] and Somali issues.
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 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait




On August 1, 1990, Iraqi President[image: External link] Saddam Hussein sent the invading Iraqi forces into neighboring Kuwait[image: External link], a small petroleum-rich state long claimed by Iraq as part of its territory. This invasion sparked the initiation of the Persian Gulf War[image: External link] and it brought worldwide condemnation.[58] An estimated 140,000 Iraqi troops[image: External link] quickly took control of Kuwait City[image: External link] and moved on to the Saudi Arabia[image: External link]/Kuwait border.[32] The United States had already begun to develop contingency plans for the defense of Saudi Arabia by the U.S. Central Command[image: External link], headed by General Norman Schwarzkopf[image: External link], because of its important petroleum reserves.
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 U.S. and world reaction




Cheney and Schwarzkopf oversaw planning for what would become a full-scale U.S. military operation. According to General Colin Powell[image: External link], Cheney "had become a glutton for information, with an appetite we could barely satisfy. He spent hours in the National Military Command Center[image: External link] peppering my staff with questions."[32]

Shortly after the Iraqi invasion, Cheney made the first of several visits to Saudi Arabia where King Fahd[image: External link] requested U.S. military assistance. The United Nations took action as well, passing a series of resolutions condemning Iraq's invasion of Kuwait; the UN Security Council[image: External link] authorized "all means necessary" to eject Iraq from Kuwait, and demanded that the country withdraw its forces by January 15, 1991.[58] By then, the United States had a force of about 500,000 stationed in Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf[image: External link]. Other nations, including Britain, Canada, France, Italy, Syria[image: External link], and Egypt[image: External link], contributed troops, and other allies, most notably Germany and Japan, agreed to provide financial support for the coalition effort, named Operation Desert Shield[image: External link].[32]

On January 12, 1991, Congress authorized Bush to use military force to enforce Iraq's compliance with UN resolutions on Kuwait.[58]
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 Military action




The first phase of Operation Desert Storm[image: External link], which began on January 17, 1991, was an air offensive to secure air superiority and attack Iraqi forces, targeting key Iraqi command and control centers, including the cities of Baghdad and Basra[image: External link]. Cheney turned most other Department of Defense matters over to Deputy Secretary Atwood and briefed Congress during the air and ground phases of the war.[32] He flew with Powell to the region to review and finalize the ground war plans.[58]

After an air offensive of more than five weeks, UN Coalition[image: External link] forces launched the ground war on February 24. Within 100 hours, Iraqi forces had been routed from Kuwait and Schwarzkopf reported that the basic objective—expelling Iraqi forces from Kuwait—had been met on February 27.[59] After consultation with Cheney and other members of his national security team, Bush declared a suspension of hostilities.[58] On working with this national security team, Cheney has said, "there have been five Republican presidents since Eisenhower. I worked for four of them and worked closely with a fifth—the Reagan years when I was part of the House leadership. The best national security team I ever saw was that one. The least friction, the most cooperation, the highest degree of trust among the principals, especially."[60]
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 Aftermath




A total of 147 U.S. military personnel died in combat, and another 236 died as a result of accidents or other causes.[32][59] Iraq agreed to a formal truce on March 3, and a permanent cease-fire on April 6.[32] There was subsequent debate about whether UN Coalition forces should have driven as far as Baghdad to oust Saddam Hussein from power. Bush agreed that the decision to end the ground war when they did was correct, but the debate persisted as Hussein remained in power and rebuilt his military forces.[32] Arguably the most significant debate concerned whether U.S. and Coalition forces had left Iraq too soon.[61][62] In an April 15, 1994 interview with C-SPAN, Cheney was asked if the U.S. and UN forces should have moved into Baghdad. Cheney replied that occupying and attempting to take over the country would have been a "bad idea" and would have led to a "quagmire", explaining that:


Because if we'd gone to Baghdad we would have been all alone. There wouldn't have been anybody else with us. There would have been a U.S. occupation of Iraq. None of the Arab forces that were willing to fight with us in Kuwait were willing to invade Iraq. Once you got to Iraq and took it over, took down Saddam Hussein's government, then what are you going to put in its place? That's a very volatile part of the world, and if you take down the central government of Iraq, you could very easily end up seeing pieces of Iraq fly off: part of it, the Syrians would like to have to the west, part of it—eastern Iraq—the Iranians would like to claim, they fought over it for eight years. In the north you've got the Kurds, and if the Kurds spin loose and join with the Kurds in Turkey, then you threaten the territorial integrity of Turkey. It's a quagmire if you go that far and try to take over Iraq. The other thing was casualties. Everyone was impressed with the fact we were able to do our job with as few casualties as we had. But for the 146 Americans killed in action, and for their families—it wasn't a cheap war. And the question for the president, in terms of whether or not we went on to Baghdad, took additional casualties in an effort to get Saddam Hussein, was how many additional dead Americans is Saddam worth? Our judgment was, not very many, and I think we got it right.[63][64]



Cheney regarded the Gulf War as an example of the kind of regional problem the United States was likely to continue to face in the future.[65]


We're always going to have to be involved [in the Middle East]. Maybe it's part of our national character, you know we like to have these problems nice and neatly wrapped up, put a ribbon around it. You deploy a force, you win the war and the problem goes away. But it doesn't work that way in the Middle East. It never has, and isn't likely to in my lifetime.
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 Private sector career




Between 1987 and 1989, during his last term in Congress, Cheney was a director of the Council on Foreign Relations[image: External link] foreign policy organization.[66]

With the new Democratic administration under President Bill Clinton in January 1993[image: External link], Cheney left the Department of Defense and joined the American Enterprise Institute. He also served a second term as a Council on Foreign Relations director from 1993 to 1995.[66] From 1995 until 2000, he served as Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of Halliburton[image: External link], a Fortune 500[image: External link] company.

Cheney's record as CEO was subject to some dispute among Wall Street[image: External link] analysts. A 1998 merger between Halliburton and Dresser Industries[image: External link] attracted the criticism of some Dresser executives for Halliburton's lack of accounting transparency.[67] Although Cheney is not named as an individual defendant[image: External link] in the suit, Halliburton shareholders are pursuing a class-action lawsuit[image: External link] alleging that the corporation artificially inflated its stock price during this period. In June 2011, the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] reversed a lower court ruling and allowed the case to continue in litigation.[68] Cheney was named in a December 2010 corruption complaint filed by the Nigerian government against Halliburton, which the company settled for $250 million[image: External link].[69]

During Cheney's term, Halliburton changed its accounting practices regarding revenue realization of disputed costs on major construction projects.[70] Cheney resigned as CEO of Halliburton on July 25, 2000. As vice president, he argued that this step removed any conflict of interest[image: External link]. Cheney's net worth, estimated to be between $19 million and $86 million,[71] is largely derived from his post at Halliburton.[72] His 2006 gross joint income with his wife was nearly $8.82 million.[73]

He was also a member of the board of advisors of the Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs[image: External link] (JINSA) before becoming vice president.[54]
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 2000 presidential election




See also: United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]


In early 2000, while serving as the CEO of Halliburton, Cheney headed then-Governor of Texas George W. Bush's vice-presidential search committee. On July 25, after reviewing Cheney's findings, Bush surprised some pundits[image: External link] by asking Cheney himself to join the Republican ticket.[22][74] Halliburton reportedly reached agreement on July 20 to allow Cheney to retire, with a package estimated at $20 million.[75]

A few months before the election Cheney put his home in Dallas up for sale and changed his drivers' license and voter registration back to Wyoming. This change was necessary to allow Texas' presidential electors to vote for both Bush and Cheney without contravening the Twelfth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], which forbids electors from voting for someone from their own state for both President and Vice President.

Cheney campaigned against Al Gore's running mate, Joseph Lieberman[image: External link], in the 2000 presidential election. While the election was undecided, the Bush-Cheney team was not eligible for public funding to plan a transition to a new administration. So, Cheney opened a privately funded transition office in Washington. This office worked to identify candidates for all important positions in the cabinet.[76] According to Craig Unger[image: External link], Cheney advocated Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] for the post of Secretary of Defense to counter the influence of Colin Powell[image: External link] at the State Department, and tried unsuccessfully to have Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link] named to replace George Tenet as director of the Central Intelligence Agency.[77]
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 Vice Presidency (2001–09)





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 First term (2001–05)




Following the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link], Cheney remained physically apart from Bush for security reasons. For a period, Cheney stayed at a variety of undisclosed locations, out of public view.[78] Cheney later revealed in his memoir In My Time that these "undisclosed locations" included his official Vice Presidential residence, his home in Wyoming, and Camp David[image: External link].[79] He also utilized a heavy security detail, employing a motorcade of 12 to 18 government vehicles for his daily commute from the Vice Presidential residence at the U.S. Naval Observatory[image: External link] to the White House.[80]

On the morning of June 29, 2002, Cheney served as Acting President of the United States under the terms of the 25th Amendment[image: External link] to the Constitution, while Bush was undergoing a colonoscopy[image: External link]. Cheney acted as President from 11:09 UTC that day until Bush resumed the powers of the presidency at 13:24 UTC.[81][82]
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 Iraq War




See also: Iraq War


Following 9/11, Cheney was instrumental in providing a primary justification for a renewed war against Iraq. Cheney helped shape Bush's approach to the "War on Terror", making numerous public statements alleging Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction[image: External link],[83] and making several personal visits to CIA headquarters, where he questioned mid-level agency analysts on their conclusions.[84] Cheney continued to allege links between Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda[image: External link], even though President Bush received a classified President's Daily Brief on September 21, 2001, indicating the U.S. intelligence community had no evidence linking Saddam Hussein to the September 11 attacks and that "there was scant credible evidence that Iraq had any significant collaborative ties with Al Qaeda".[85] Furthermore, in 2004, the 9/11 Commission[image: External link] concluded that there was no "collaborative relationship" between Iraq and al-Qaeda.[86]

Following the US invasion of Iraq, Cheney remained steadfast in his support of the war, stating that it would be an "enormous success story",[87] and made many visits to the country. He often criticized war critics[image: External link], calling them "opportunists" who were peddling "cynical and pernicious falsehoods" to gain political advantage while US soldiers died in Iraq. In response, Senator John Kerry asserted, "It is hard to name a government official with less credibility on Iraq [than Cheney]."[88]

In a March 24, 2008, extended interview conducted in Ankara, Turkey, with ABC News correspondent Martha Raddatz[image: External link] on the fifth anniversary of the original U.S. military assault on Iraq, Cheney responded to a question about public opinion polls showing that Americans had lost confidence in the war by simply replying "So?"[89] video[image: External link] This remark prompted widespread criticism, including from former Oklahoma[image: External link] Republican Congressman Mickey Edwards[image: External link], a long-time personal friend of Cheney.[90]
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 Second term (2005–09)




See also: United States presidential election, 2004[image: External link]


Bush and Cheney were re-elected in the 2004 presidential election[image: External link], running against John Kerry and his running mate, John Edwards[image: External link]. During the election, the pregnancy of his daughter Mary[image: External link] and her sexual orientation[image: External link] as a lesbian became a source of public attention for Cheney in light of the same-sex marriage debate.[91] Cheney has stated that he is in favor of gay marriages personally, but that each individual U.S. state should decide whether to permit it or not.[92]

Cheney's former chief legal counsel, David Addington[image: External link],[93] became his chief of staff and remained in that office until Cheney's departure from office. John P. Hannah[image: External link] served as Cheney's national security adviser.[94] Until his indictment and resignation[95] in 2005, I. Lewis "Scooter" Libby, Jr.[image: External link] served in both roles.[96]

On the morning of July 21, 2007, Cheney once again served as acting president, from 7:16 am to 9:21 am. Bush transferred the power of the presidency prior to undergoing a medical procedure, requiring sedation, and later resumed his powers and duties that same day.[97]

After his term began in 2001, Cheney was occasionally asked if he was interested in the Republican nomination for the 2008 elections. However, he always maintained that he wished to retire upon the expiration of his term and he did not run in the 2008 presidential primaries. The Republicans nominated Arizona Senator John McCain.[98]
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 Disclosure of documents




Cheney was a prominent member of the National Energy Policy Development Group (NEPDG),[99] commonly known as the Energy Task Force[image: External link], composed of energy industry representatives, including several Enron[image: External link] executives. After the Enron scandal[image: External link], the Bush administration was accused of improper political and business ties. In July 2003, the Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled that the US Department of Commerce[image: External link] must disclose NEPDG documents, containing references to companies that had made agreements with the previous Iraqi government to extract Iraq's petroleum.[100]

Beginning in 2003, Cheney's staff opted not to file required reports with the National Archives and Records Administration office charged with assuring that the executive branch protects classified information, nor did it allow inspection of its record keeping.[101] Cheney refused to release the documents, citing his executive privilege to deny congressional information requests.[102][103] Media outlets such as Time magazine and CBS News questioned whether Cheney had created a "fourth branch of government" that was not subject to any laws.[104] A group of historians and open-government advocates filed a lawsuit in the US District Court for the District of Columbia[image: External link], asking the court to declare that Cheney's vice-presidential records are covered by the Presidential Records Act of 1978[image: External link] and cannot be destroyed, taken or withheld from the public without proper review.[105][106][107][108]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 CIA leak scandal




Main article: Plame affair


See also: CIA leak grand jury investigation[image: External link] and United States v. Libby[image: External link]


On October 18, 2005, The Washington Post reported that the vice president's office was central to the investigation of the Valerie Plame[image: External link] CIA leak scandal, for Cheney's former chief of staff, Lewis "Scooter" Libby[image: External link], was one of the figures under investigation.[109]

Following an indictment, Libby resigned his positions as Cheney's chief of staff and assistant on national security affairs.

On September 8, 2006, Richard Armitage[image: External link], former Deputy Secretary of State, publicly announced that he was the source of the revelation of Plame's status. Armitage said he was not a part of a conspiracy to reveal Plame's identity and did not know whether one existed.[110]

In February 2006, The National Journal[image: External link] reported that Libby had stated before a grand jury[image: External link] that his superiors, including Cheney, had authorized him to disclose classified information to the press regarding intelligence on Iraq's weapons.[111]

On March 6, 2007, Libby was convicted on four felony[image: External link] counts for obstruction of justice, perjury[image: External link], and making false statements to federal investigators.[112] In his closing arguments, independent prosecutor Patrick Fitzgerald[image: External link] said that there was "a cloud over the vice president",[113] an apparent reference to Cheney's interview with FBI agents investigating the case, which was made public in 2009.[114] Cheney lobbied President George W. Bush vigorously and unsuccessfully to grant Libby a full presidential pardon[image: External link] up to the day of Barack Obama's inauguration, likening Libby to a "soldier on the battlefield".[115][116]
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 Assassination attempt




Main article: 2007 Bagram Airfield bombing[image: External link]


On February 27, 2007, at about 10 am, a suicide bomber killed 23 people and wounded 20 more outside Bagram Airfield[image: External link] in Afghanistan during a visit by Cheney. The Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack and declared that Cheney was its intended target. They also claimed that Osama Bin Laden[image: External link] supervised the operation.[117] The bomb went off outside the front gate while Cheney was inside the base and half a mile away. He reported hearing the blast, saying "I heard a loud boom... The Secret Service came in and told me there had been an attack on the main gate."[118] The purpose of Cheney's visit to the region had been to press Pakistan for a united front against the Taliban.[119]
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 Policy formulation




Cheney has been characterized as the most powerful and influential Vice President in history.[120][121] Both supporters and critics of Cheney regard him as a shrewd and knowledgeable politician who knows the functions and intricacies of the federal government. A sign of Cheney's active policy-making role was then-House Speaker Dennis Hastert[image: External link]'s provision of an office near the House floor for Cheney[122] in addition to his office in the West Wing[image: External link],[123] his ceremonial office in the Old Executive Office Building,[124] and his Senate offices (one in the Dirksen Senate Office Building[image: External link] and another off the floor of the Senate).[122][125]

Cheney has actively promoted an expansion of the powers of the presidency, saying that the Bush administration's challenges to the laws which Congress passed after Vietnam and Watergate[image: External link] to contain and oversee the executive branch—the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, the Presidential Records Act[image: External link], the Freedom of Information Act[image: External link] and the War Powers Resolution[image: External link]—are, in Cheney's words, "a restoration, if you will, of the power and authority of the president".[126][127]

In June 2007, the Washington Post summarized Cheney's vice presidency in a Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]-winning[128] four-part series, based in part on interviews with former administration officials. The articles characterized Cheney not as a "shadow" president, but as someone who usually has the last words of counsel to the president on policies, which in many cases would reshape the powers of the presidency. When former Vice President Dan Quayle suggested to Cheney that the office was largely ceremonial, Cheney reportedly replied, "I have a different understanding with the president." The articles described Cheney as having a secretive approach to the tools of government, indicated by the use of his own security classification and three man-sized safes in his offices.[129]

The articles described Cheney's influence on decisions pertaining to detention of suspected terrorists and the legal limits that apply to their questioning, especially what constitutes torture[image: External link].[130] U.S. Army[image: External link] Colonel Lawrence Wilkerson[image: External link], who served as Colin Powell's chief of staff when he was both Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] at the same time Cheney was Secretary of Defense, and then later when Powell was Secretary of State, stated in an in-depth interview that Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] established an alternative program to interrogate post-9/11 detainees because of their mutual distrust of CIA.[131]

The Washington Post articles, principally written by Barton Gellman[image: External link], further characterized Cheney as having the strongest influence within the administration in shaping budget and tax policy in a manner that assures "conservative orthodoxy."[132] They also highlighted Cheney's behind-the-scenes influence on the administration's environmental policy to ease pollution controls for power plants, facilitate the disposal of nuclear waste, open access to federal timber resources, and avoid federal constraints on greenhouse gas emissions, among other issues. The articles characterized his approach to policy formulation as favoring business over the environment.[133]

In June 2008, Cheney allegedly attempted to block efforts by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to strike a controversial US compromise deal with North Korea[image: External link] over the communist state's nuclear program.[134]

In July 2008, a former Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] official stated publicly that Cheney's office had pushed significantly for large-scale deletions from a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] report on the health effects of global warming[image: External link] "fearing the presentation by a leading health official might make it harder to avoid regulating greenhouse gases."[135] In October, when the report appeared with six pages cut from the testimony, The White House stated that the changes were made due to concerns regarding the accuracy of the science. However, according to the former senior adviser on climate change to Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Stephen Johnson, Cheney's office was directly responsible for nearly half of the original testimony being deleted.[135]

In his role as President of the U.S. Senate[image: External link], Cheney broke with the Bush Administration Department of Justice, and signed an amicus brief to the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] in the case of Heller v. District of Columbia[image: External link] that successfully challenged gun laws in the nation's capitol on Second Amendment[image: External link] grounds.[136]

On February 14, 2010, in an appearance on ABC's This Week[image: External link], Cheney reiterated his support of waterboarding and for the torture of captured terrorist suspects, saying, "I was and remain a strong proponent of our enhanced interrogation program."[137]
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 Post Vice-Presidency




The Washington Post reported in 2008 that Cheney purchased a home in McLean, Virginia[image: External link] ( Washington[image: External link] suburbs), which he was to tear down for a replacement structure. He also maintains homes in Wyoming and on Maryland's Eastern Shore.[138]
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 Political activity




In July 2012, Cheney used his Wyoming home to host a private fund-raiser for Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney, which netted over $4 million in contributions from attendees for Romney's campaign.[139]

Cheney is the subject of the documentary film The World According to Dick Cheney, premiering March 15, 2013, on the Showtime[image: External link] television channel.[140][141][142] Cheney was also reported to be the subject of an HBO[image: External link] television mini-series[image: External link] based on Barton Gellman[image: External link]'s 2008 book Angler[image: External link][143] and the 2006 documentary The Dark Side, produced by the Public Broadcasting Service[image: External link].[144]

Cheney maintained a visible public profile after leaving office,[145] being especially critical of Obama administration policies on national security.[146][147][148] In May 2009, Cheney spoke of his support for same-sex marriage, becoming one of the most prominent Republican politicians to do so. Speaking to the National Press Club[image: External link], Cheney stated: "People ought to be free to enter into any kind of union they wish, any kind of arrangement they wish. I do believe, historically, the way marriage has been regulated is at a state level. It's always been a state issue, and I think that's the way it ought to be handled today."[149] In 2012, Cheney reportedly encouraged several Maryland state legislators to vote to legalize same-sex marriage in that state.[150]

Although, by custom, a former vice president unofficially receives six months of protection from the United States Secret Service[image: External link], President Obama reportedly extended the protection period for Cheney.[151]

On July 11, 2009, CIA Director Leon Panetta[image: External link] told the Senate and House intelligence committees that the CIA withheld information about a secret counter-terrorism program from Congress for eight years on direct orders from Cheney. Intelligence and Congressional officials have said the unidentified program did not involve the CIA interrogation program[image: External link] and did not involve domestic intelligence activities. They have said the program was started by the counter-terrorism center at the CIA shortly after the attacks of September 11, 2001, but never became fully operational, involving planning and some training that took place off and on from 2001 until this year.[152] The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reported, citing former intelligence officials familiar with the matter, that the program was an attempt to carry out a 2001 presidential authorization to capture or kill al Qaeda[image: External link] operatives.[153]

Cheney has said that the Tea Party Movement[image: External link] is a "positive influence on the Republican Party" and that " I think it's much better to have that kind of turmoil and change in the Republican Party than it would be to have it outside."[154]

Cheney said that Russia[image: External link]'s alleged interference in the U.S. presidential election could be considered “an act of war”.[155]

Following the swearing-in of his daughter Liz in his former congressional seat in January 2017, Cheney said he believed she would do well in the position and only offer advice if requested.[156]
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 Views on President Obama




Cheney has publicly criticized President Obama since the 2008 presidential election[image: External link]. On December 29, 2009, four days after the attempted bombing of an international passenger flight from Netherlands to United States[image: External link], Cheney criticized Obama: "[We] are at war and when President Obama pretends we aren't, it makes us less safe. [...] Why doesn't he want to admit we're at war? It doesn't fit with the view of the world he brought with him to the Oval Office. It doesn't fit with what seems to be the goal of his presidency—social transformation—the restructuring of American society."[157] In response, White House Communications Director[image: External link] Dan Pfeiffer[image: External link] wrote on the official White House blog[image: External link] the following day, "[I]t is telling that Vice President Cheney and others seem to be more focused on criticizing the Administration than condemning the attackers. Unfortunately too many are engaged in the typical Washington game of pointing fingers and making political hay, instead of working together to find solutions to make our country safer."[158][159]

During a February 14, 2010 appearance on ABC's This Week[image: External link], Cheney reiterated his criticism of the Obama administration's policies for handling suspected terrorists, criticizing the "mindset" of treating "terror attacks against the United States as criminal acts as opposed to acts of war".[137]

In a May 2, 2011, interview with ABC News, Cheney praised the Obama administration for the operation that resulted in the killing of Osama bin Laden.[160]

In 2014 while being a guest on Sean Hannity[image: External link] show[161] he called Barack Obama a "weak President" amid the Ukrainian unrest[image: External link].[162]
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 Memoir




Main article: In My Time: A Personal and Political Memoir[image: External link]


In August 2011, Cheney published his memoir[image: External link], In My Time: A Personal and Political Memoir[image: External link], written with Liz Cheney[image: External link]. The book outlines Cheney's recollections of 9/11[image: External link], the War on Terrorism[image: External link], the 2001 War in Afghanistan[image: External link], the run-up to the 2003 Iraq war[image: External link], so-called "enhanced interrogation techniques" and other events.[163] According to Barton Gellman[image: External link], the author of Angler: The Cheney Vice Presidency[image: External link], Cheney's book differs from publicly available records on details surrounding the NSA surveillance program[image: External link].[164][165]
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 Exceptional: Why the World Needs a Powerful America




Main article: Exceptional: Why the World Needs a Powerful America[image: External link]


In 2015, Cheney published another book, Exceptional: Why the World Needs a Powerful America[image: External link], again co-authored with his daughter Liz[image: External link]. The book traces the history of U.S. foreign policy and military successes and failures from Franklin Roosevelt's administration through the Obama administration. The authors tell the story of what they describe as the unique role the United States has played as a defender of freedom throughout the world since World War II.[166] Drawing upon the notion of American exceptionalism[image: External link], the co-authors criticize Barack Obama's and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton[image: External link]'s foreign policies, and offer what they see as the solutions needed to restore American greatness and power on the world stage in defense of freedom.[167][168]
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 Public perception




Cheney's early public opinion polls were more favorable than unfavorable, reaching his peak approval rating in the wake of the September 11 attacks[image: External link] at 68 percent.[169] However, polling numbers for both him and the president gradually declined in their second terms,[169][170] with Cheney reaching his lowest point shortly before leaving office at 13 percent.[170][171] Cheney's Gallup poll figures are mostly consistent with those from other polls:[169][172]


	April 2001 – 63% approval, 21% disapproval

	January 2002 – 68% approval, 18% disapproval

	January 2004 – 56% approval, 36% disapproval

	January 2005 – 50% approval, 40% disapproval

	January 2006 – 41% approval, 46% disapproval

	July 2007 – 30% approval, 60% disapproval

	March 2009 – 30% approval, 63% disapproval



In April 2007, Cheney was awarded an honorary doctorate[image: External link] of public service by Brigham Young University[image: External link], where he delivered the commencement address.[173] His selection as commencement speaker was controversial. The college board of trustees issued a statement explaining that the invitation should be viewed "as one extended to someone holding the high office of vice president of the United States rather than to a partisan political figure".[174] BYU permitted a protest to occur so long as it did not "make personal attacks against Cheney, attack (the) BYU administration, the church[image: External link] or the First Presidency[image: External link]".[175]

Cheney has been compared to Darth Vader[image: External link], a characterization originated by his critics, but which was later adopted humorously by Cheney himself as well as by members of his family and staff.[176]

As a result of Cheney having admitted that he 'signed off' on the so-called "enhanced interrogation techniques" program,[177][178] some public officials, as well as several media outlets and advocacy groups, have called for his prosecution[image: External link] under various anti-torture and war crimes statutes.[179][180]

In former president George H. W. Bush's book Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush, published in November 2015, the 41st president, although also laudatory of Cheney, is in part critical of the former vice president, whom Bush describes as "having his own empire" and "very hard-line."[181]
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 Personal life




Cheney is a member of the United Methodist Church[182] and was the first Methodist vice president to serve under a Methodist president.[183]

His wife, Lynne Cheney[image: External link], was chair of the National Endowment for the Humanities[image: External link] from 1986 to 1996. She is now a public speaker, author, and a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute.

The couple have two children, Elizabeth "Liz" Cheney[image: External link] and Mary Cheney[image: External link], and seven grandchildren. Liz is married to Philip J. Perry[image: External link], former General Counsel of the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link]. Mary, a former employee of the Colorado Rockies[image: External link] baseball team and of the Coors Brewing Company[image: External link], a campaign aide to the Bush re-election[image: External link] campaign, and an open lesbian, currently lives in Great Falls[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link], with her wife Heather Poe.[184] Cheney has publicly supported gay marriage since leaving the vice presidency.[185]
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 Health problems




Cheney's long histories of cardiovascular disease[image: External link] and periodic need for urgent health care raised questions of whether he was medically fit to serve in public office.[186] Having smoked[image: External link] approximately 3 packs of cigarettes per day for nearly 20 years,[187] Cheney had his first of five heart attacks[image: External link] in 1978, at age 37. Subsequent attacks in 1984, 1988, 2000, and 2010 have resulted in moderate contractile dysfunction of his left ventricle[image: External link].[188][189] He underwent four-vessel coronary artery bypass[image: External link] grafting in 1988, coronary artery stenting[image: External link] in November 2000, urgent coronary balloon angioplasty[image: External link] in March 2001, and the implantation of an implantable cardioverter-defibrillator[image: External link] in June, 2001.[188]

On September 24, 2005, Cheney underwent a six-hour endo- vascular[image: External link] procedure to repair popliteal artery[image: External link] aneurysms[image: External link] bilaterally, a catheter[image: External link] treatment technique used in the artery behind each knee.[190] The condition was discovered at a regular physical in July, and was not life-threatening.[191] Cheney was hospitalized for tests after experiencing shortness of breath five months later. In late April 2006, an ultrasound[image: External link] revealed that the clot was smaller.[190]

On March 5, 2007, Cheney was treated for deep-vein thrombosis[image: External link] in his left leg at George Washington University Hospital[image: External link] after experiencing pain in his left calf. Doctors prescribed blood-thinning medication and allowed him to return to work.[192] CBS News reported that during the morning of November 26, 2007, Cheney was diagnosed with atrial fibrillation[image: External link] and underwent treatment that afternoon.[190]

On July 12, 2008, Cheney underwent a cardiological[image: External link] exam; doctors reported that his heartbeat was normal for a 67-year-old man with a history of heart problems. As part of his annual checkup, he was administered an electrocardiogram[image: External link] and radiological imaging[image: External link] of the stents placed in the arteries behind his knees in 2005. Doctors said that Cheney had not experienced any recurrence of atrial fibrillation and that his special pacemaker had neither detected nor treated any arrhythmia[image: External link].[193] On October 15, 2008, Cheney returned to the hospital briefly to treat a minor irregularity.[194]

On January 19, 2009, Cheney strained[image: External link] his back[image: External link] "while moving boxes into his new house". As a consequence, he was in a wheelchair for two days, including his attendance at the 2009 United States presidential inauguration.[195][196]

On February 22, 2010, Cheney was admitted to George Washington University Hospital[image: External link] after experiencing chest pains. A spokesperson later said Cheney had experienced a mild heart attack after doctors had run tests.[189] On June 25, 2010, Cheney was admitted to George Washington University Hospital after reporting discomfort.[197]

In early July 2010, Cheney was outfitted with a left-ventricular assist device[image: External link] (LVAD) at Inova[image: External link] Fairfax Heart and Vascular Institute to compensate for worsening congestive heart failure[image: External link].[198] The device pumped blood continuously through his body.[199][200] He was released from Inova on August 9, 2010,[201] and had to decide whether to seek a full heart transplant[image: External link].[202][203] This pump was centrifugal[image: External link] and as a result he remained alive without a pulse[image: External link] for nearly fifteen months.[204]

On March 24, 2012, Cheney underwent a seven-hour heart transplant[image: External link] procedure at Inova Fairfax Hospital[image: External link] in Falls Church, Virginia[image: External link], at the age of 71. He had been on a waiting list for more than 20 months before receiving the heart from an anonymous donor.[205][206] Cheney's principal cardiologist, Dr. Jonathan Reiner, advised his patient that "it would not be unreasonable for an otherwise healthy 71-year-old man to expect to live another 10 years" with a transplant, saying in a family-authorized interview that he considered Cheney to be otherwise healthy.[207]
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 Hunting incident




Main article: Dick Cheney hunting incident[image: External link]


On February 11, 2006, Dick Cheney shot Harry Whittington[image: External link], a 78-year-old Texas attorney[image: External link], while participating in a quail[image: External link] hunt at Armstrong ranch in Kenedy County, Texas[image: External link].[208] Secret Service[image: External link] agents and medical aides, who were traveling with Cheney, came to Whittington's assistance and treated his birdshot wounds to his right cheek, neck, and chest. An ambulance standing by for the Vice President took Whittington to nearby Kingsville[image: External link] before he was flown by helicopter to Corpus Christi Memorial Hospital[image: External link]. On February 14, 2006, Whittington had a non-fatal heart attack[image: External link] and atrial fibrillation[image: External link] due to at least one lead-shot pellet lodged in or near his heart.[209] Because of the small size of the birdshot pellets, doctors decided to leave up to 30 pieces of the pellets lodged in his body rather than try to remove them.

The Secret Service stated that they notified the Sheriff about one hour after the shooting. Kenedy County Sheriff Ramone Salinas III stated that he first heard of the shooting at about 5:30 PM.[210] The next day, ranch owner Katharine Armstrong informed the Corpus Christi Caller-Times[image: External link] of the shooting.[211] Cheney had a televised interview with MSNBC News about the shooting on February 15. Both Cheney and Whittington have called the incident an accident. Early reports indicated that Cheney and Whittington were friends and that the injuries were minor. Whittington has since told the Washington Post that he and Cheney were not close friends but acquaintances. When asked if Cheney had apologized, Whittington declined to answer.[212]

The sheriff's office released a report on the shooting on February 16, 2006, and witness statements on February 22, indicating that the shooting occurred on a clear sunny day, and Whittington was shot from 30 or 40 yards (40 m) away while searching for a downed bird. Armstrong, the ranch owner, claimed that all in the hunting party were wearing blaze-orange safety gear and none had been drinking.[213] However, Cheney has acknowledged that he had one beer four or five hours prior to the shooting.[214] Although Kenedy County Sheriff's Office documents support the official story by Cheney and his party, re-creations of the incident produced by George Gongora and John Metz of the Corpus Christi Caller-Times indicated that the actual shooting distance was closer than the 30 yards claimed.[215]

The incident hurt Cheney's popularity standing in the polls.[216] According to polls on February 27, 2006, two weeks after the accident, Dick Cheney's approval rating had dropped 5 percentage points to 18%.[217] The incident became the subject of a number of jokes and satire.[218]
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William Jefferson Clinton (born William Jefferson Blythe III; August 19, 1946) is an American politician who served as the 42nd President of the United States[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001. Prior to the presidency he was the 40th Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], from 1979 to 1981, and the state's 42nd governor, from 1983 to 1992. Before that, he served as Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link], from 1977 to 1979. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], Clinton was ideologically a New Democrat[image: External link] and many of his policies reflected a centrist[image: External link] "Third Way[image: External link]" political philosophy.

Clinton was born and raised in Arkansas[image: External link] and is an alumnus of Georgetown University, where he was a member of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] and the Phi Beta Kappa Society[image: External link]; he earned a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] to attend the University of Oxford[image: External link]. Clinton is married to Hillary Rodham Clinton[image: External link], who served as United States Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013 and U.S. senator from New York[image: External link], from 2001 to 2009, and was the Democratic nominee for president in 2016[image: External link]. Bill Clinton and Hillary Rodham both earned degrees[image: External link] from Yale Law School[image: External link], where they met and began dating. As governor of Arkansas[image: External link], Clinton overhauled the state's education system and served as chairman of the National Governors Association[image: External link].

Clinton was elected president in 1992[image: External link], defeating incumbent Republican opponent George H. W. Bush. At age 46, he became the third-youngest president[image: External link] (behind Theodore Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy) and the first from the Baby Boomer[image: External link] generation. Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history and signed into law the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link]. After failing to pass national health care reform[image: External link], the Democratic House was ousted when the Republican Party[image: External link] won control[image: External link] of the Congress[image: External link] in 1994, for the first time in 40 years. Two years later, in 1996[image: External link], Clinton became the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt to be elected to a second term. Clinton passed welfare reform[image: External link] and the State Children's Health Insurance Program, as well as financial deregulation measures, including the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act[image: External link] and the Commodity Futures Modernization Act of 2000[image: External link].

In 1998, Clinton was impeached[image: External link] by the House of Representatives for perjury[image: External link] before a grand jury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link] during a lawsuit against him, both related to a scandal[image: External link] involving White House (and later Department of Defense) employee Monica Lewinsky[image: External link]. Clinton was acquitted by the U.S. Senate[image: External link] in 1999 and served his complete term of office.

The Congressional Budget Office reported a budget surplus between the years 1998 and 2000, the last three years of Clinton's presidency. In foreign policy, Clinton ordered U.S. military intervention in the Bosnian[image: External link] and Kosovo[image: External link] wars, signed the Iraq Liberation Act[image: External link] in opposition to Saddam Hussein, and participated in the 2000 Camp David Summit[image: External link] to advance the Israeli–Palestinian peace process.

Clinton left office with the highest end-of-office approval rating[image: External link] of any U.S. president since World War II. Since then, Clinton has been involved in public speaking and humanitarian work. He created the William J. Clinton Foundation[image: External link] to address international causes, such as the prevention of AIDS and global warming. In 2004, Clinton published his autobiography, My Life[image: External link]. He has remained active in politics by campaigning for Democratic candidates, including his wife's campaigns for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link], and Barack Obama's presidential campaigns in 2008[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link].

In 2009, Clinton was named the United Nations special envoy[image: External link] to Haiti[image: External link] and after the 2010 Haiti earthquake, Clinton teamed with George W. Bush to form the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund. Since leaving office, Clinton has been rated highly in public opinion polls of U.S. presidents.
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Clinton was born William Jefferson Blythe III on August 19, 1946 at Julia Chester Hospital in Hope, Arkansas[image: External link].[1][2] He was the son of William Jefferson Blythe Jr.[image: External link] (1918–1946), a traveling salesman who had died in an automobile accident three months before his birth, and Virginia Dell Cassidy[image: External link] (later Virginia Kelley: 1923–1994).[3] His parents were married on September 4, 1943, but this union later proved to be bigamous, as Blythe was still married to a previous wife.[4] Soon after their son was born, his mother traveled to New Orleans[image: External link] to study nursing, leaving her son in Hope with her parents Eldridge and Edith Cassidy, who owned and ran a small grocery store.[2] At a time when the Southern United States was racially segregated[image: External link], Clinton's grandparents sold goods on credit[image: External link] to people of all races.[2] In 1950, Bill's mother returned from nursing school and married Roger Clinton Sr.[image: External link], who owned an automobile dealership[image: External link] in Hot Springs, Arkansas[image: External link], with his brother and Earl T. Ricks[image: External link].[2] The family moved to Hot Springs in 1950.

Although he immediately assumed use of his stepfather's surname, it was not until Clinton turned fifteen[5] that he formally adopted the surname Clinton as a gesture toward his stepfather.[2] Clinton says he remembers his stepfather as a gambler and an alcoholic who regularly abused his mother and half-brother, Roger Clinton Jr.[image: External link], to the point where he intervened multiple times with the threat of violence to protect them.[2][6]

In Hot Springs, Clinton attended St. John's Catholic Elementary School, Ramble Elementary School, and Hot Springs High School[image: External link]—where he was an active student leader, avid reader, and musician.[2] Clinton was in the chorus and played the tenor saxophone[image: External link], winning first chair in the state band's saxophone section. He briefly considered dedicating his life to music, but as he noted in his autobiography My Life[image: External link]:

Sometime in my sixteenth year, I decided I wanted to be in public life as an elected official. I loved music and thought I could be very good, but I knew I would never be John Coltrane[image: External link] or Stan Getz[image: External link]. I was interested in medicine and thought I could be a fine doctor, but I knew I would never be Michael DeBakey[image: External link]. But I knew I could be great in public service.[2]


Clinton's interest in law also began in Hot Springs High, when in his Latin class he took up the challenge to argue the defense of the ancient Roman Senator[image: External link] Catiline[image: External link] in a mock trial.[7] After a vigorous defense that made use of his "budding rhetorical and political skills", he told the Latin teacher Elizabeth Buck that it "made him realize that someday he would study law".[8]

Clinton has named two influential moments in his life that contributed to his decision to become a public figure, both occurring in 1963. One was his visit as a Boys Nation[image: External link] senator to the White House to meet President John F. Kennedy.[2][6] The other was watching Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link]'s 1963 I Have a Dream[image: External link] speech on TV, which impressed him enough that he later memorized it.[9]
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 Georgetown University




With the aid of scholarships, Clinton attended the School of Foreign Service[image: External link] at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., receiving a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service[image: External link] degree in 1968.

In 1964 and 1965, Clinton won elections for class president[image: External link].[10] From 1964 to 1967, he was an intern and then a clerk in the office of Arkansas Senator J. William Fulbright[image: External link].[2] While in college, he became a brother of co-ed service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega[image: External link][11] and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link]. Clinton was also a member of the Order of DeMolay[image: External link],[12] a youth group affiliated with Freemasonry, but he never became a Freemason[image: External link]. He is a member of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] honorary band fraternity.[13]
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Upon graduation, Clinton won a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] to University College, Oxford[image: External link], where he initially read for a B.Phil.[image: External link] in Philosophy, Politics and Economics[image: External link] but transferred to a B.Litt.[image: External link] in Politics and, ultimately, a B.Phil.[image: External link] in Politics.[14] However, because Clinton did not expect a second year because of the draft, had switched programs and, as was common among other Rhodes Scholars from his cohort, had received an offer to study at Yale Law School[image: External link], Yale University, he left early to return to the United States and did not receive a degree from Oxford.[6][15][16]

During his time at Oxford, Clinton befriended fellow American Rhodes Scholar Frank Aller, whose suicide in 1971 following a draft[image: External link] letter to the Vietnam War[image: External link] had an influential impact on Clinton.[14][17] British writer and feminist Sara Maitland[image: External link] notably said of Clinton, "I remember Bill and Frank Aller taking me to a pub in Walton Street in the summer term of 1969 and talking to me about the Vietnam war. I knew nothing about it, and when Frank began to describe the napalming of civilians I began to cry. Bill said that feeling bad wasn't good enough. That was the first time I encountered the idea that liberal sensitivities weren't enough and you had to do something about such things".[14] He also developed an interest in rugby union, which he played at Oxford.[18]

While president, in 1994, Clinton received an honorary degree and a fellowship by the University of Oxford, specifically, for being "a doughty and tireless champion of the cause of world peace", having "a powerful collaborator in his wife," and for winning "general applause for his achievement of resolving the gridlock which prevented an agreed budget".[15][19]
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While at Oxford, Clinton also participated in Vietnam War protests[image: External link] and organized an October 1969 Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam[image: External link] event.[2]

Clinton received Vietnam War[image: External link] draft deferments while he was in England during 1968 and 1969.[20] He was planning to attend law school in the U.S. and was aware that he might lose his draft deferment. Clinton tried unsuccessfully to obtain positions in the National Guard or Air Force, and he then made arrangements to join the Reserve Officers' Training Corps[image: External link] (ROTC) program at the University of Arkansas[image: External link].[21]

He subsequently decided not to join the ROTC, saying in a letter to the officer in charge of the program that he opposed the war, but did not think it was honorable to use ROTC, National Guard, or Reserve service to avoid serving in Vietnam. He further stated that because he opposed the war, he would not volunteer to serve in uniform, but would subject himself to the draft, and would serve if selected only as a way "to maintain my political viability within the system".[22] Clinton registered for the draft and received a high number (311), meaning that those whose birthdays had been drawn as numbers 1 to 310 would have to be drafted[image: External link] before him, making it unlikely that he would be drafted. (In fact, the highest number drafted was 195.)[23]

Colonel[image: External link] Eugene Holmes, the Army officer who had been involved with Clinton's ROTC application, suspected that Clinton attempted to manipulate the situation to avoid the draft and avoid serving in uniform. He issued a notarized[image: External link] statement during the 1992 presidential campaign:

I was informed by the draft board that it was of interest to Senator Fulbright's office that Bill Clinton, a Rhodes Scholar, should be admitted to the ROTC[image: External link] program ... I believe that he purposely deceived me, using the possibility of joining the ROTC as a ploy to work with the draft board to delay his induction and get a new draft classification.[24]


During the 1992 campaign, it was revealed that Clinton's uncle had attempted to secure him a position in the Navy Reserve[image: External link], which would have prevented him from being deployed to Vietnam. This effort was unsuccessful and Clinton said in 1992 that he had been unaware of it until then.[25] Although legal, Clinton's actions with respect to the draft and deciding whether to serve in the military were criticized during his first presidential campaign by conservatives and some Vietnam veterans, some of whom charged that he had used Fulbright's influence to avoid military service.[26][27] Clinton's 1992 campaign manager, James Carville[image: External link], successfully argued that Clinton's letter in which he declined to join the ROTC should be made public, insisting that voters, many of whom had also opposed the Vietnam War, would understand and appreciate his position.[28]
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 Law school




After Oxford, Clinton attended Yale Law School[image: External link] and earned a Juris Doctor[image: External link] (J.D.) degree in 1973.[2][6] In the Yale Law Library[image: External link], in 1971, he met fellow law student Hillary Rodham[image: External link], who was a class year ahead of him.[2][29] They began dating and soon were inseparable. After only about a month, Clinton postponed his plans to be a coordinator for the George McGovern campaign[image: External link] for the 1972 United States presidential election[image: External link] in order to move in with her in California.[30] They married on October 11, 1975, and their only child, Chelsea[image: External link], was born on February 27, 1980.[29]

Clinton eventually moved to Texas with Rodham in 1972 to take a job leading George McGovern[image: External link]'s effort there. He spent considerable time in Dallas, at the campaign's local headquarters on Lemmon Avenue, where he had an office. Clinton worked with future two-term mayor of Dallas[image: External link] Ron Kirk[image: External link],[31] future governor of Texas[image: External link] Ann Richards,[32] and then unknown television director (and future filmmaker) Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[33]
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 Early political career




Further information: Electoral history of Bill Clinton[image: External link]
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 Governor of Arkansas (1979–1981, 1983–1992)




Further information: Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986[image: External link]; and Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990[image: External link]


After graduating from Yale Law School, Clinton returned to Arkansas and became a law professor at the University of Arkansas[image: External link]. In 1974, he ran for the House of Representatives. Running in a conservative district against incumbent Republican John Paul Hammerschmidt[image: External link], Clinton's campaign was bolstered by the anti-Republican and anti-incumbent mood resulting from the Watergate scandal[image: External link]. Hammerschmidt, who had received 77 percent of the vote in 1972, defeated Clinton by only a 52 percent to 48 percent margin. In 1976, Clinton ran for Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link]. With only minor opposition in the primary and no opposition at all in the general election,[34] Clinton was elected.[6]

Clinton was elected Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] in 1978, having defeated the Republican candidate Lynn Lowe[image: External link], a farmer from Texarkana[image: External link]. At age 32, he became the youngest governor in the country. Due to his youthful appearance, Clinton was often called the "Boy Governor".[35][36][37] He worked on educational reform and Arkansas's roads, with wife Hillary leading a successful committee on urban health care reform. However, his term included an unpopular motor vehicle tax and citizens' anger over the escape of Cuban refugees (from the Mariel boatlift[image: External link]) detained in Fort Chaffee[image: External link] in 1980. Monroe Schwarzlose[image: External link] of Kingsland[image: External link] in Cleveland County[image: External link], polled 31 percent of the vote against Clinton in the Democratic gubernatorial primary of 1980. Some suggested Schwarzlose's unexpected voter turnout foreshadowed Clinton's defeat in the general election that year by Republican[image: External link] challenger Frank D. White[image: External link]. As Clinton once joked, he was the youngest ex-governor in the nation's history.[6]

Clinton joined friend Bruce Lindsey[image: External link]'s Little Rock law firm of Wright, Lindsey and Jennings.[38] In 1982, he was again elected governor and kept the office for ten years; beginning with the 1986 election, Arkansas had changed its gubernatorial term of office from two to four years. During his term, he helped transform Arkansas's economy and improved the state's educational system.[39] For senior citizens[image: External link], he removed the sales tax[image: External link] from medications and increased the home property-tax exemption.[40] He became a leading figure among the New Democrats[image: External link], a group of Democrats[image: External link] who advocated welfare reform, smaller government, and other policies not supported by liberals. Formally organized as the Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link] (DLC), the New Democrats argued that in light of President Ronald Reagan's landslide victory in 1984[image: External link], the Democratic Party needed to adopt a more centrist political stance in order to succeed at the national level.[40][41] Clinton delivered the Democratic response[image: External link] to Reagan's 1985 State of the Union Address[image: External link] and served as chair of the National Governors Association[image: External link] from 1986 to 1987, bringing him to an audience beyond Arkansas.[6]

In the early 1980s, Clinton made reform of the Arkansas education system a top priority. Chaired by Clinton's wife Hillary Rodham Clinton[image: External link], also an attorney and chair of the Legal Services Corporation[image: External link], the Arkansas Education Standards Committee transformed Arkansas's education system. Proposed reforms included more spending for schools (supported by a sales-tax increase), better opportunities for gifted children, vocational education, higher teachers' salaries, more course variety, and compulsory teacher competency exams. The reforms passed in September 1983 after Clinton called a special legislative session[image: External link]—the longest in Arkansas history.[39] Many have considered this the greatest achievement of the Clinton governorship.[6][40] He defeated four Republican candidates for governor: Lowe (1978), White (1982 and 1986), Jonesboro[image: External link] businessmen Woody Freeman[image: External link] (1984), and Sheffield Nelson[image: External link] of Little Rock (1990).[34]

Also in the 1980s, The Clintons' personal and business affairs included transactions that became the basis of the Whitewater controversy[image: External link] investigation, which later dogged his presidential administration.[42] After extensive investigation over several years, no indictments were made against the Clintons related to the years in Arkansas.[6][43]

According to some sources, in his early years Clinton was a death penalty opponent who switched positions.[44][45] During Clinton's term, Arkansas performed its first executions since 1964 (the death penalty had been re-enacted on March 23, 1973).[46] As Governor, he oversaw four executions: one by electric chair[image: External link] and three by lethal injection[image: External link]. Later, as president, Clinton was the first president to pardon a death-row inmate since the federal death penalty was reintroduced in 1988.[47]
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 1988 Democratic presidential primaries




In 1987, there was media speculation Clinton would enter the race after then-New York Governor[image: External link] Mario Cuomo[image: External link] declined to run and Democratic front-runner Gary Hart[image: External link] withdrew owing to revelations of marital infidelity. Clinton decided to remain as Arkansas governor (following consideration for the potential candidacy of Hillary Rodham Clinton for governor, initially favored—but ultimately vetoed—by the First Lady).[48] For the nomination, Clinton endorsed Massachusetts Governor[image: External link] Michael Dukakis[image: External link]. He gave the nationally televised opening night address at the 1988 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], but his speech, which was 33 minutes long and twice as long as it was expected to be, was criticized for being too long[49] and poorly delivered.[50] Clinton presented himself as both a moderate and a member of the New Democrat wing of the Democratic Party, and he headed the moderate Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link] in 1990 and 1991.[40][51]
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 Presidency (1993–2001)




Main article: Presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


During his presidency, Clinton advocated for a wide variety of legislation and programs[image: External link], most of which were enacted into law or implemented by the executive branch. His policies, particularly the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] and welfare reform[image: External link], have been attributed to a centrist[image: External link] Third Way[image: External link] philosophy of governance.[52][53] His policy of fiscal conservatism[image: External link] helped to reduce deficits on budgetary matters.[54][55] Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history.[56][57][58] The Congressional Budget Office reported budget surpluses of $69 billion in 1998, $126 billion in 1999, and $236 billion in 2000,[59] during the last three years of Clinton's presidency.[60] Over the years of the recorded surplus, the gross national debt rose each year. At the end of the fiscal year (September 30) for each of the years a surplus was recorded, The U.S. treasury reported a gross debt of $5.413 trillion in 1997, $5.526 trillion in 1998, $5.656 trillion in 1999, and $5.674 trillion in 2000.[61][62] Over the same period, the Office of Management and Budget reported an end of year (December 31) gross debt of $5.369 trillion in 1997, $5.478 trillion in 1998, $5.606 in 1999, and $5.629 trillion in 2000.[63] At the end of his presidency, the Clintons moved to Chappaqua, New York[image: External link] in order to satisy a residency requirement for his wife to win election as a U.S. Senator from New York.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1992 presidential campaign




Further information: Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1992[image: External link]; United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]; and Bill Clinton presidential campaign, 1992[image: External link]


In the first primary contest, the Iowa Caucus, Clinton finished a distant third to Iowa Senator Tom Harkin[image: External link]. During the campaign for the New Hampshire primary, reports of an extramarital affair with Gennifer Flowers[image: External link] surfaced. As Clinton fell far behind former Massachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas[image: External link] in the New Hampshire polls,[6] following Super Bowl XXVI[image: External link], Clinton and his wife Hillary went on 60 Minutes[image: External link] to rebuff the charges. Their television appearance was a calculated risk, but Clinton regained several delegates. He finished second to Tsongas in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], but after trailing badly in the polls and coming within single digits of winning, the media viewed it as a victory. News outlets labeled him "The Comeback Kid" for earning a firm second-place finish.[64]

Winning the big prizes of Florida and Texas and many of the Southern primaries[image: External link] on Super Tuesday[image: External link] gave Clinton a sizable delegate lead. However, former California Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link] was scoring victories and Clinton had yet to win a significant contest outside his native South.[6][51] With no major Southern state remaining, Clinton targeted New York, which had many delegates. He scored a resounding victory in New York City, shedding his image as a regional candidate.[51] Having been transformed into the consensus candidate, he secured the Democratic Party nomination, finishing with a victory in Jerry Brown[image: External link]'s home state of California.[6]

During the campaign, questions of conflict of interest[image: External link] regarding state business and the politically powerful Rose Law Firm[image: External link], at which Hillary Rodham Clinton was a partner, arose. Clinton argued the questions were moot because all transactions with the state had been deducted before determining Hillary's firm pay.[2][65] Further concern arose when Bill Clinton announced that, with Hillary, voters would be getting two presidents "for the price of one".[66]

While campaigning for U.S. president, the then-Governor Clinton returned to Arkansas to see that Ricky Ray Rector[image: External link] would be executed. After killing a police officer and a civilian, Rector shot himself in the head, leading to what his lawyers said was a state where he could still talk but did not understand the idea of death. According to Arkansas state and Federal law, a seriously mentally impaired inmate cannot be executed. The courts disagreed with the allegation of grave mental impairment and allowed the execution. Clinton's return to Arkansas for the execution was framed in a New York Times[image: External link] article as a possible political move to counter "soft on crime" accusations.[44][67]

Because Bush's approval ratings[image: External link] were around 80 percent during the Gulf War[image: External link], he was described as unbeatable. However, when Bush compromised with Democrats to try to lower Federal deficits, he reneged on his promise not to raise taxes[image: External link], hurting his approval rating. Clinton repeatedly condemned Bush for making a promise he failed to keep.[51] By election time, the economy was souring and Bush saw his approval rating plummet to just slightly over 40 percent.[51][68] Finally, conservatives were previously united by anti-communism, but with the end of the Cold War, the party lacked a uniting issue. When Pat Buchanan and Pat Robertson[image: External link] addressed Christian themes at the Republican National Convention—with Bush criticizing Democrats for omitting God from their platform—many moderates were alienated.[69] Clinton then pointed to his moderate, "New Democrat" record as governor of Arkansas, though some on the more liberal side of the party remained suspicious.[70] Many Democrats who had supported Ronald Reagan and Bush in previous elections switched their support to Clinton.[71] Clinton and his running mate, Al Gore, toured the country during the final weeks of the campaign, shoring up support and pledging a "new beginning".[71]

Clinton won the 1992 presidential election[image: External link] (370 electoral votes) against Republican incumbent George H. W. Bush (168 electoral votes) and billionaire populist[image: External link] Ross Perot[image: External link] (0 electoral votes), who ran as an independent on a platform that focused on domestic issues. A significant part of Clinton's success was Bush's steep decline in public approval.[71] Clinton's election ended twelve years of Republican rule of the White House and twenty of the previous twenty-four years. The election gave Democrats full control of the United States Congress[image: External link],[3] the first time one party controlled both the executive and legislative branches since Democrats held the 96th United States Congress[image: External link] during the presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link].[72][73]
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 First term (1993–1997)




Clinton was inaugurated[image: External link] as the 42nd president of the United States on January 20, 1993. Shortly after taking office, he signed the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993[image: External link] on February 5, which required large employers to allow employees to take unpaid leave for pregnancy or a serious medical condition. This action had bipartisan support,[75] and was popular with the public.[76]

Two days after taking office, on January 22, 1993—the 20th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade[image: External link]—Clinton reversed restrictions on domestic and international family planning[image: External link] programs that had been imposed by Reagan and Bush.[77] Clinton said that abortion should be kept "safe, legal, and rare"—a slogan that had been suggested by University of California, San Diego[image: External link] political scientist Samuel L. Popkin[image: External link] and first used by Clinton in December 1991, while campaigning.[78] During the eight years of the Clinton administration, the U.S. abortion rate declined by about 18.4 percent.[79]

On February 15, 1993, Clinton made his first address to the nation, announcing his plan to raise taxes to cap the budget deficit[image: External link].[80] Two days later, in a nationally televised address to a joint session of Congress[image: External link], Clinton unveiled his economic plan. The plan focused on reducing the deficit rather than on cutting taxes for the middle class, which had been high on his campaign agenda.[81] Clinton's advisers pressured him to raise taxes, based on the theory that a smaller federal budget deficit would reduce bond interest rates.[82]

On May 19, 1993, Clinton fired seven employees of the White House Travel Office, causing the White House travel office controversy[image: External link] even though the travel office staff served at the pleasure of the president and could be dismissed without cause[image: External link]. The White House responded to the controversy by claiming that the firings were done in response to financial improprieties that had been revealed by a brief FBI investigation.[83] Critics contended that the firings had been done to allow friends of the Clintons to take over the travel business and the involvement of the FBI was unwarranted.[84]

In August, Clinton signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link], which passed Congress without a Republican vote. It cut taxes for 15 million low-income families, made tax cuts available to 90 percent of small businesses,[85] and raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2 percent of taxpayers. Additionally, it mandated that the budget be balanced over a number of years through the implementation of spending restraints.[86]

On September 22, 1993, Clinton made a major speech to Congress regarding a health care reform plan[image: External link]; the program aimed at achieving universal coverage through a national health care plan. This was one of the most prominent items on Clinton's legislative agenda and resulted from a task force headed by Hillary Clinton[image: External link]. The plan was well received in political circles, but it was eventually doomed by well-organized lobby opposition from conservatives, the American Medical Association[image: External link], and the health insurance industry. However, Clinton biographer John F. Harris[image: External link] stated that the program failed because of a lack of coordination within the White House.[43] Despite the Democratic majority in Congress, the effort to create a national health care system ultimately died when compromise legislation by George J. Mitchell[image: External link] failed to gain a majority of support in August 1994. The failure of the bill was the first major legislative defeat of the Clinton administration.[40][43]

In November 1993, David Hale[image: External link]—the source of criminal allegations against Bill Clinton in the Whitewater controversy[image: External link]—alleged that while he was governor of Arkansas, Clinton pressured him to provide an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the Clintons' partner in the Whitewater land deal.[87] A U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission investigation resulted in convictions against the McDougals for their role in the Whitewater project, but the Clintons themselves were never charged, and Clinton maintains his and his wife's innocence in the affair.

Clinton signed the Brady Bill[image: External link] into law on November 30, 1993, which mandated federal background checks[image: External link] on firearm purchasers in the United States and imposed a five-day waiting period on purchases, until the NICS system[image: External link] was implemented in 1998. He also expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link], a subsidy for low-income workers.[43]

In December that year, allegations by Arkansas state troopers Larry Patterson[image: External link] and Roger Perry were first reported by David Brock[image: External link] in The American Spectator[image: External link]. In the affair later known as " Troopergate[image: External link]", the officers alleged that they arranged sexual liaisons for Clinton back when he was governor of Arkansas. The story mentioned a woman named Paula, a reference to Paula Jones[image: External link]. Brock later apologized to Clinton, saying the article was politically motivated "bad journalism", and that "the troopers were greedy and had slimy motives".[88]

That month, Clinton implemented a Department of Defense directive known as "Don't Ask, Don't Tell[image: External link]", which allowed gay men and women to serve in the armed services provided they kept their sexuality a secret, and forbade the military from inquiring about an individual's sexual orientation.[89] The policy was developed as a compromise after Clinton's proposal to allow gays to serve openly in the military met staunch opposition from prominent Congressional Republicans and Democrats, including Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and Sam Nunn[image: External link] (D-GA). According to David Mixner[image: External link], Clinton's support for the compromise led to a heated dispute with Vice President Al Gore, who felt that "the President should lift the ban ... even though [his executive order] was sure to be overridden by the Congress".[90] Some gay-rights advocates criticized Clinton for not going far enough and accused him of making his campaign promise to get votes and contributions.[91] Their position was that Clinton should have integrated the military by executive order, noting that President Harry S. Truman used executive order to racially desegregate the armed forces. Clinton's defenders argued that an executive order might have prompted the Senate to write the exclusion of gays into law, potentially making it harder to integrate the military in the future.[40] Later in his presidency, in 1999, Clinton criticized the way the policy was implemented, saying he did not think any serious person could say it was not "out of whack".[92] The policy remained controversial, and was finally repealed in 2011[image: External link], removing open sexual orientation as a reason for dismissal from the armed forces.[93]

On January 1, 1994, Clinton signed the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] into law.[94] Throughout his first year in office, Clinton consistently supported ratification of the treaty by the U.S. Senate. Clinton and most of his allies in the Democratic Leadership Committee strongly supported free trade measures; there remained, however, strong disagreement within the party. Opposition came chiefly from anti-trade Republicans, protectionist Democrats and supporters of Ross Perot[image: External link]. The bill passed the house with 234 votes against 200 opposed (132 Republicans and 102 Democrats voting in favor; 156 Democrats, 43 Republicans, and 1 independent against). The treaty was then ratified by the Senate and signed into law by the president.[94]

The Omnibus Crime Bill[image: External link], which Clinton signed into law in September 1994,[95] made many changes to U.S. crime and law enforcement legislation including the expansion of the death penalty to include crimes not resulting in death, such as running a large-scale drug enterprise. During Clinton's re-election campaign he said, "My 1994 crime bill expanded the death penalty for drug kingpins, murderers of federal law enforcement officers, and nearly 60 additional categories of violent felons."[96] It also included a subsection of assault weapons ban[image: External link] for a ten-year period.

The Clinton administration also launched the first official White House website, whitehouse.gov[image: External link], on October 21, 1994.[97][98] It was followed by three more versions, resulting in the final edition launched in 2000.[99][100] The White House website was part of a wider movement of the Clinton administration toward web-based communication. According to Robert Longley, "Clinton and Gore were responsible for pressing almost all federal agencies, the U.S. court system and the U.S. military onto the Internet, thus opening up America's government to more of America's citizens than ever before. On July 17, 1996, Clinton issued Executive Order 13011 – Federal Information Technology, ordering the heads of all federal agencies to utilize information technology fully to make the information of the agency easily accessible to the public."[101]

After two years of Democratic Party control, the Democrats lost control of Congress in the mid-term elections in 1994[image: External link], for the first time in forty years.[102]

The White House FBI files controversy[image: External link] of June 1996 arose concerning improper access by the White House to FBI[image: External link] security-clearance documents. Craig Livingstone, head of the White House Office of Personnel Security, improperly requested, and received from the FBI, background report files without asking permission of the subject individuals; many of these were employees of former Republican administrations.[103] In March 2000, Independent Counsel Robert Ray[image: External link] determined that there was no credible evidence of any crime. Ray's report further stated, "there was no substantial and credible evidence that any senior White House official was involved" in seeking the files.[104]

On September 21, 1996, Clinton signed into law the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] (DOMA), which defines marriage for federal purposes as the legal union of one man and one woman, allowing individual states to refuse to recognize gay marriages performed in other states.[105] Paul Yandura[image: External link], speaking for the White House gay and lesbian liaison office, said that Clinton's signing of DOMA "was a political decision that they made at the time of a re-election". In defense of his actions, Clinton has said that DOMA was an attempt to "head off an attempt to send a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage to the states", a possibility he described as highly likely in the context of a "very reactionary Congress".[106] Administration spokesman Richard Socarides[image: External link] said, "the alternatives we knew were going to be far worse, and it was time to move on and get the president re-elected."[107] Clinton himself stated that DOMA was something "which the Republicans put on the ballot to try to get the base vote for Bush up, I think it's obvious that something had to be done to try to keep the Republican Congress from presenting that".[108] Others were more critical. The veteran gay rights and gay marriage activist Evan Wolfson[image: External link] has called these claims "historic revisionism".[107] In a July 2, 2011, editorial The New York Times opined, "The Defense of Marriage Act was enacted in 1996 as an election-year wedge issue, signed by President Bill Clinton in one of his worst policy moments."[109] Ultimately, in United States v. Windsor[image: External link], the U.S. Supreme Court struck down DOMA in June 2013.[110]

Despite DOMA, Clinton was the first president to select openly gay persons for administrative positions,[111] and is generally credited as the first president to publicly champion gay rights.[112] During his Presidency, Clinton controversially issued two substantial executive orders on behalf of gay rights, the first lifting the ban on security clearances for LGBT federal employees[113] and the second outlawing discrimination based on sexual orientation in the federal civilian workforce.[114] Under Clinton's leadership, federal funding for HIV/AIDS research, prevention and treatment more than doubled.[115] And Clinton also pushed for passing hate crimes laws for gays and for the private sector Employment Non-Discrimination Act[image: External link], which, buoyed by his lobbying, failed to pass the Senate by a single vote in 1996.[116] Advocacy for these issues, paired with the politically unpopular nature of the gay rights movement at the time, led to enthusiastic support for Clinton's election and reelection by the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link].[112] Clinton came out for gay marriage in July 2009[117] and urged the Supreme Court to overturn DOMA in 2013.[118] He was later honored by GLAAD[image: External link] for his prior pro-gay stances and his reversal on DOMA.[119]

The 1996 United States campaign finance controversy[image: External link] was an alleged effort by the People's Republic of China (PRC) to influence the domestic policies of the United States, before and during the Clinton administration, and involved the fundraising practices of the administration itself. The Chinese government denied all accusations.[121]

As part of a 1996 initiative to curb illegal immigration[image: External link], Clinton signed the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act[image: External link] (IIRIRA) on September 30, 1996. Appointed by Clinton,[122] the U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform[image: External link] recommended reducing legal immigration from about 800,000 people a year to about 550,000.[123][124]

Ken Gormley[image: External link], author of The Death of American Virtue: Clinton vs. Starr, reveals in his book that Clinton narrowly escaped possible assassination in the Philippines in November 1996. During his visit to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] (APEC) forum in Manila, while he was on his way to meet with a senior member of the Philippine government, Clinton was saved from danger minutes before his motorcade was scheduled to drive over a bridge charged with a timed improvised explosive device (IED).[125] According to officials, the IED was large enough to "blow up the entire presidential motorcade".[126] Details of the plot were revealed to Gormley by Lewis C. Merletti[image: External link], former member of the presidential protection detail and Director of the Secret Service[image: External link]. Intelligence officers intercepted a radio transmission indicating that there was a wedding cake under a bridge.[125] This alerted Merletti and others as Clinton's motorcade was scheduled to drive over a major bridge in downtown Manila.[126] Once more, the word "wedding" was the code name used by a terrorist group for a past assassination attempt.[126] Merletti wanted to reroute the motorcade, but the alternate route would add forty-five minutes to the drive time. Clinton was very angry, as he was already late for the meeting, but following the advice of the secret service possibly saved his life. Two other bombs had been discovered in Manila earlier in the week so the threat level that day was high.[127] Security personnel at the Manila International Airport uncovered several grenades and a timing device in a travel bag.[128] Officials also discovered a bomb near a major U.S. naval base.[128] The president was scheduled to visit both of these locations later in the week. An intense investigation took place into the events in Manila and it was discovered that the group behind the bridge bomb was a Saudi terrorist group in Afghanistan known as al-Qaeda and the plot was masterminded by Osama bin Laden.[126] Until recently, this thwarted assassination attempt was never made public and remained top secret. Only top members of the U.S. intelligence community were aware of these events.[126]
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 1996 presidential election




In the 1996 presidential election[image: External link], Clinton was re-elected, receiving 49.2 percent of the popular vote over Republican Bob Dole (40.7 percent of the popular vote) and Reform[image: External link] candidate Ross Perot[image: External link] (8.4 percent of the popular vote), becoming the first Democratic incumbent since Lyndon Johnson to be elected to a second term and the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt to be elected president more than once.[129] The Republicans lost three seats in the House and gained two in the Senate, but retained control of both houses of the 105th United States Congress[image: External link]. Clinton received 379, or over 70 percent of the Electoral College[image: External link] votes, with Dole receiving 159 electoral votes.
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 Second term (1997–2001)




In the January 1997 State of the Union address, Clinton proposed a new initiative to provide health coverage to up to five million children. Senators Ted Kennedy—a Democrat—and Orrin Hatch—a Republican—teamed up with Hillary Rodham Clinton and her staff in 1997, and succeeded in passing legislation forming the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), the largest (successful) health care reform in the years of the Clinton Presidency. That year, Hillary Clinton shepherded through Congress the Adoption and Safe Families Act[image: External link] and two years later she succeeded in helping pass the Foster Care Independence Act[image: External link]. He negotiated the passage of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997[image: External link] by the Republican Congress. In October 1997, he announced he was getting hearing aids, due to hearing loss attributed to his age, and his time spent as a musician in his youth.[130] In 1999 Clinton signed into law the Financial Services Modernization Act also known as the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act[image: External link], which repealed the part of the Glass–Steagall Act[image: External link] that had prohibited a bank from offering a full range of investment[image: External link], commercial banking[image: External link], and insurance services since its enactment in 1933.[131]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Impeachment and acquittal




Main article: Impeachment of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


After the 1998 elections, the House impeached Clinton[image: External link], alleging perjury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link] related to the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link].[43] Clinton was only the second U.S. president to be impeached, after Andrew Johnson. Impeachment proceedings were based on allegations that Clinton had illegally lied about and covered up his relationship with 22-year-old White House (and later Department of Defense) employee Monica Lewinsky[image: External link].[132] After the Starr Report[image: External link] was submitted to the House providing what it termed "substantial and credible information that President Clinton Committed Acts that May Constitute Grounds for an Impeachment",[133] the House began impeachment hearings against Clinton before the mid-term elections[image: External link]. To hold impeachment proceedings, the Republican leadership called a lame-duck session[image: External link] in December 1998.

While the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link] hearings ended in a straight party-line vote, there was lively debate on the House floor. The two charges passed in the House (largely with Republican support, but with a handful of Democratic votes as well) were for perjury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link]. The perjury charge arose from Clinton's testimony before a grand jury[image: External link] that had been convened to investigate perjury[image: External link] he may have committed in his sworn deposition during Paula Jones[image: External link]'s sexual harassment lawsuit.[134] The obstruction charge was based on his actions to conceal his relationship with Lewinsky before and after that deposition.

The Senate later acquitted Clinton on both charges.[135] The Senate refused to meet to hold an impeachment trial before the end of the old term, so the trial was held over until the next Congress. Clinton was represented by Washington law firm Williams & Connolly[image: External link].[136] The Senate finished a twenty-one-day trial on February 12, 1999, with the vote of 55 Not Guilty/45 Guilty on the perjury charge[135] and 50 Not Guilty/50 Guilty on the obstruction of justice charge.[137] Both votes fell short of the Constitutional two-thirds majority requirement to convict and remove an officeholder. The final vote was generally along party lines, with no Democrats voting guilty, and only a handful of Republicans voting not guilty.[135]

On January 19, 2001, Clinton's law license was suspended for five years after he acknowledged to an Arkansas circuit court that he had engaged in conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice in the Jones case.[138][139]
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 Pardons and commutations




Clinton controversially issued[image: External link] 141 pardons and 36 commutations on his last day in office on January 20, 2001.[43][140] Most of the controversy surrounded Marc Rich[image: External link] and allegations that Hillary Clinton's brother, Hugh Rodham[image: External link], accepted payments in return for influencing the president's decision-making regarding the pardons.[141] Federal prosecutor Mary Jo White[image: External link] was appointed to investigate the pardon of Rich. She was later replaced by then-Republican James Comey[image: External link], who found no wrongdoing on Clinton's part. Some of Clinton's pardons remain a point of controversy.[142]
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 Military and foreign events




Further information: Foreign policy of the Bill Clinton administration[image: External link]


Many military events occurred during Clinton's presidency. The Battle of Mogadishu[image: External link] occurred in Somalia[image: External link] in 1993. During the operation, two U.S. helicopters[image: External link] were shot down by rocket-propelled grenade[image: External link] attacks to their tail rotors[image: External link], trapping soldiers behind enemy lines. This resulted in an urban battle that killed 18 American soldiers, wounded 73 others, and one was taken prisoner. There were many more Somali casualties. Some of the American bodies were dragged through the streets—a spectacle broadcast on television news programs. In response, U.S. forces were withdrawn from Somalia and later conflicts were approached with fewer soldiers on the ground. In 1995, U.S. and NATO[image: External link] aircraft attacked Bosnian Serb targets[image: External link] to halt attacks on U.N. safe zones and to pressure them into a peace accord. Clinton deployed U.S. peacekeepers to Bosnia in late 1995, to uphold the subsequent Dayton Agreement[image: External link].

In February 1996, the Clinton administration agreed to pay Iran US$131.8 million in settlement to discontinue a case brought by Iran in 1989 against the U.S. in the International Court of Justice[image: External link] after the shooting down of Iran Air Flight 655[image: External link] by the U.S. Navy guided missile cruiser[image: External link].[143]

Capturing Osama bin Laden had been an objective of the U.S. government during the presidency of Bill Clinton (and continued to be until bin Laden's death in 2011).[144] Despite claims by Mansoor Ijaz[image: External link] and Sudanese officials that the Sudanese government had offered to arrest and extradite bin Laden and that U.S. authorities rejected each offer[145] the 9/11 Commission Report[image: External link] stated that "we have not found any reliable evidence to support the Sudanese claim".[146]

In response to a 1996 State Department warning about bin Laden and the 1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in East Africa[image: External link] by al-Qaeda (which killed 224 people, including 12 Americans), Clinton ordered several military missions to capture or kill bin Laden, both of which were unsuccessful.[147] In August 1998, Clinton ordered cruise missile strikes on terrorist targets in Afghanistan and Sudan[image: External link], targeting the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory[image: External link] in Sudan, which was suspected of assisting bin Laden in making chemical weapons, and bin Laden's terrorist training camps in Afghanistan.[148]

To stop the ethnic cleansing[image: External link] and genocide[image: External link][149][150] of Albanians by anti-guerilla military units in the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link]'s province of Kosovo[image: External link], Clinton authorized the use of U.S. Armed Forces in a NATO[image: External link] bombing campaign against Yugoslavia in 1999, named Operation Allied Force[image: External link]. General Wesley Clark[image: External link] was Supreme Allied Commander of NATO[image: External link] and oversaw the mission. With United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244[image: External link], the bombing campaign ended on June 10, 1999. The resolution placed Kosovo under UN administration and authorized a peacekeeping force[image: External link] to be deployed to the region.[151] NATO announced that its forces had suffered zero combat deaths,[152] and two deaths from an Apache helicopter[image: External link] crash.[153] Opinions in the popular press criticized pre-war genocide statements by the Clinton administration as greatly exaggerated.[154][155] In 2001, the U.N.-supervised[image: External link] Supreme Court of Kosovo[image: External link] ruled that genocide did not take place, but recognized "a systematic campaign of terror, including murders, rapes, arsons and severe maltreatments".[156] The term "ethnic cleansing" was used as an alternative to "genocide" to denote not just ethnically motivated murder but also displacement, though critics charge there is no difference.[157] Slobodan Milošević[image: External link], the president of Yugoslavia at the time of the atrocities, was eventually brought to trial[image: External link] before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia[image: External link] in the Hague[image: External link] on charges of crimes against humanity[image: External link], genocide, and war crimes.[158] Milošević died in 2006, before the completion of the trial.[158][159]

In Clinton's 1998 State of the Union Address[image: External link], he warned Congress that Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein was building an arsenal of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons:


Saddam Hussein has spent the better part of this decade, and much of his nation's wealth, not on providing for the Iraqi people, but on developing nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and the missiles to deliver them. The United Nations weapons inspectors have done a truly remarkable job, finding and destroying more of Iraq's arsenal than was destroyed during the entire gulf war. Now, Saddam Hussein wants to stop them from completing their mission. I know I speak for everyone in this chamber, Republicans and Democrats, when I say to Saddam Hussein, "You cannot defy the will of the world", and when I say to him, "You have used weapons of mass destruction before; we are determined to deny you the capacity to use them again.[160]



Seeking to weaken Hussein's grip on power, Clinton signed the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998[image: External link] into law on October 31, 1998, which instituted a policy of "regime change" against Iraq, though it explicitly stated it did not provide for direct intervention on the part of American military forces.[161][162] The administration then launched a four-day bombing campaign named Operation Desert Fox[image: External link], lasting from December 16 to 19, 1998. At the end of this operation Clinton announced that "So long as Saddam remains in power, he will remain a threat to his people, his region, and the world. With our allies, we must pursue a strategy to contain him and to constrain his weapons of mass destruction program, while working toward the day Iraq has a government willing to live at peace with its people and with its neighbors."[163] American and British aircraft in the Iraq no-fly zones attacked hostile Iraqi air defenses 166 times in 1999 and 78 times in 2000.[164][165]

Clinton's November 2000 visit to Vietnam[image: External link] was the first by a U.S. president since the end of the Vietnam War[image: External link].[166] On October 10, 2000, Clinton signed into law the U.S.–China Relations Act of 2000[image: External link], which granted permanent normal trade relations[image: External link] (PNTR) trade status to People's Republic of China.[167] The president asserted that free trade would gradually open China to democratic reform.[168] Clinton also oversaw a boom of the U.S. economy. Under Clinton, the United States had a projected federal budget surplus for the first time since 1969.[169]

After initial successes such as the Oslo Accords[image: External link] of the early 1990s, which also led to the Israel–Jordan peace treaty[image: External link] in 1994 and the Wye River Memorandum[image: External link] in October 1998, Clinton attempted an effort to end the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link]. He brought Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak[image: External link] and Palestinian Authority chairman Yasser Arafat together at Camp David[image: External link] for the Camp David Summit[image: External link] in July 2000, which lasted 14 days.[43] Following the failures of the peace talks, Clinton stated Arafat "missed the opportunity" to facilitate a "just and lasting peace". In his autobiography[image: External link], Clinton blames Arafat for the collapse of the summit.[2][170] Following another attempt in December 2000 at Bolling Air Force Base[image: External link], in which the president offered the Clinton Parameters[image: External link], the situation broke down completely after the end of the Taba Summit[image: External link] and with the start of the Second Intifada[image: External link].[43]
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 Judicial appointments




Main articles: Bill Clinton Supreme Court candidates[image: External link] and List of federal judges appointed by Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Clinton appointed two justices to the Supreme Court: Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] in 1993[171] and Stephen Breyer[image: External link] in 1994.[172]

Along with his two Supreme Court appointments, Clinton appointed 66 judges to the United States courts of appeals and 305 judges to the United States district courts. His 373 judicial appointments are the second most in American history behind those of Ronald Reagan. Clinton also experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies[image: External link], as 69 nominees to federal judgeships[image: External link] did not receive a vote in the Republican[image: External link]-controlled Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link]. In all, 84 percent of his nominees were confirmed.[173]

Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link] was one of the judges who was appointed by Clinton to the Court of Appeals. She was nominated by Clinton in 1997 to the Second Circuit[image: External link]. Sotomayor was confirmed in 1998, following a delay of more than a year that was caused by Republican opposition.[174][175]

Clinton was the first president in history to appoint more women and minority judges than white male judges to the federal courts.[176] In his eight years in office, 11.6% of Clinton's court of appeals nominees and 17.4% of his district court nominees were black; 32.8% of his court of appeals nominees and 28.5% of his district court nominees were women.[177] Clinton appointed the first African American judges to the Fourth Circuit[image: External link] (Roger Gregory[image: External link]) and the Seventh Circuit[image: External link] (Ann Claire Williams[image: External link]).[177] Clinton also appointed the nation's first openly gay or lesbian[image: External link] federal judge when he named Deborah Batts[image: External link] to the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link]. Batts was confirmed by the Senate in a voice vote[image: External link] in 1994.[178]
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 Public opinion




Clinton's job approval rating fluctuated in the 40s and 50s throughout his first term. In his second term, his rating consistently ranged from the high-50s to the high-60s.[179] After his impeachment proceedings in 1998 and 1999, Clinton's rating reached its highest point.[180] According to a CBS News/New York Times poll, Clinton left office with an approval rating of 68 percent, which matched those of Ronald Reagan and Franklin D. Roosevelt as the highest ratings for departing presidents in the modern era.[181] Clinton's average Gallup poll[image: External link] approval rating for his last quarter in office was 61%, the highest final quarter rating any president has received for fifty years.[182] Forty-seven percent of the respondents identified themselves as being Clinton supporters.[182]

As he was leaving office, a CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll revealed that 45 percent of Americans said they would miss him; 55 percent thought he "would have something worthwhile to contribute and should remain active in public life"; 68 percent thought he would be remembered more for his "involvement in personal scandal" than for "his accomplishments"; and 58 percent answered "No" to the question "Do you generally think Bill Clinton is honest and trustworthy?"[182] The same percentage said he would be remembered as either "outstanding" or "above average" as a president, while 22 percent said he would be remembered as "below average" or "poor".[182] ABC News[image: External link] characterized public consensus on Clinton as, "You can't trust him, he's got weak morals and ethics – and he's done a heck of a good job."[183]

In May 2006, a CNN poll comparing Clinton's job performance with that of his successor, George W. Bush, found that a strong majority of respondents said Clinton outperformed Bush in six different areas questioned.[184] Gallup polls in 2007 and 2011 showed that Clinton was regarded by 13% of Americans as the greatest president in U.S. history.[185][186]

In 2014, 18% of respondents in a Quinnipiac University Polling Institute[image: External link] poll of American voters regarded Clinton as the best president since World War II, making him the third most popular among postwar presidents, behind John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan.[187] The same poll showed that just 3% of American voters regarded Clinton as the worst president since World War II.[187]

A 2015 poll by The Washington Post asked 162 scholars of the American Political Science Association[image: External link] to rank all the U.S. presidents in order of greatness. According to their findings, Clinton ranked eighth overall, with a rating of 70 percent.[188]
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 Public image




Main article: Public image of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


See also: Bill Clinton sexual misconduct allegations[image: External link]


As the first baby boomer[image: External link] president, Clinton was the first president since Calvin Coolidge not to have been alive during World War II.[189] Authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward state Clinton's innovative use of sound bite[image: External link]-ready dialogue, personal charisma, and public perception-oriented campaigning was a major factor in his high public approval ratings.[190][191] When Clinton played the saxophone on The Arsenio Hall Show[image: External link], he was described by some religious conservatives as "the MTV president".[192] Opponents sometimes referred to him as "Slick Willie", a nickname which was first applied to him in 1980 by Pine Bluff Commercial journalist Paul Greenberg[image: External link];[193] Greenberg believed that Clinton was abandoning the progressive policies of previous Arkansas Governors such as Winthrop Rockefeller[image: External link], Dale Bumpers[image: External link] and David Pryor[image: External link].[193] The claim "Slick Willie" would last throughout his presidency.[194] Standing at a height of 6 ft 2 in (1.88 m), Clinton is tied with five others as the fourth-tallest president[image: External link] in the nation's history.[195][196] His folksy manner led him to be nicknamed[image: External link] Bubba[image: External link], especially in the South.[197] Since 2000, he has frequently been referred to as "The Big Dog" or "Big Dog".[198][199] His prominent role in campaigning for President Obama during the 2012 presidential election[image: External link] and his widely publicized speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], where he officially nominated Obama and criticized Republican nominee Mitt Romney and Republican policies in detail, earned him the nickname "Explainer-in-Chief".[200][201]

Clinton drew strong support from the African American community and made improving race relations a major theme of his presidency.[202] In 1998, Nobel[image: External link] laureate Toni Morrison[image: External link] called Clinton "the first Black president", saying, "Clinton displays almost every trope of blackness: single-parent household, born poor, working-class, saxophone-playing, McDonald's[image: External link]-and-junk-food-loving boy from Arkansas".[203] Noting that Clinton's sex life was scrutinized more than his career accomplishments, Morrison compared this to the stereotyping and double standards[image: External link] that blacks typically endure,[203] although many viewed this comparison as unfair and disparaging to both Clinton and the African-American community at large.[204] Clinton, a Baptist[image: External link],[205] has been open about his faith.[206]

Shortly after he took office, conservative newspaper owner Richard Mellon Scaife[image: External link] organized a fundraising campaign to smear Clinton's image in the media.[207] Leading the Arkansas Project[image: External link], Scaife and other associates sought to find sources in Clinton's home state of Arkansas who would be willing to dish out negative allegations against the president.[207]

In 1994, Paula Jones[image: External link] brought a sexual harassment lawsuit against Clinton, claiming he made unwanted advances in 1991, which he denied. In April 1998, the case was initially dismissed by Judge Susan Webber Wright[image: External link] as lacking legal merit.[208] But Jones appealed Webber Wright's ruling, and her suit gained traction following Clinton's admission to having an affair with Monica Lewinsky in August 1998.[209] In 1998, lawyers for Paula Jones released court documents contending a pattern of sexual harassment by Clinton when he was governor of Arkansas. Robert S. Bennett[image: External link], Clinton's main lawyer for the case, called the filing "a pack of lies" and "an organized campaign to smear the President of the United States" funded by Clinton's political enemies.[210] Clinton later agreed to an out-of-court settlement, paying $850,000.[211] Bennett said that the president made the settlement only so he could end the lawsuit for good and move on with his life.[212] During the deposition for the Jones lawsuit, which was held at the White House,[213] Clinton denied having sexual relations[image: External link] with Monica Lewinsky[image: External link] – a denial that became the basis for an impeachment charge of perjury.[214]

In 1992, Gennifer Flowers[image: External link] stated that she had a relationship with Clinton that began in 1980.[215] Flowers at first denied that she had an affair with Clinton, but later changed her story.[216][217] After Clinton at first denied having a relationship with Flowers on 60 Minutes, he later admitted that he had a sexual encounter with Flowers.[218]

In 1998, Kathleen Willey[image: External link] alleged that Clinton groped her in a hallway in 1993. An independent counsel determined Willey gave "false information" to the FBI, inconsistent with sworn testimony related to the Jones allegation.[219] On March 19, 1998, Julie Hiatt Steele, a friend of Willey, released an affidavit[image: External link], accusing the former White House aide of asking her to lie to corroborate Ms. Willey's account of being sexually groped by Clinton in the Oval Office.[220] An attempt by Kenneth Starr to prosecute Steele for making false statements and obstructing justice ended in a mistrial and Starr declined to seek a retrial after Steele sought an investigation against the former Independent Counsel for prosecutorial misconduct.[221] Linda Tripp[image: External link]'s grand jury testimony also differed from Willey's claims regarding inappropriate sexual advances.[222]

Also in 1998, Juanita Broaddrick[image: External link] alleged that Clinton had raped her in the spring of 1978, although she stated she did not remember the exact date.[223] In another 1998 event, Elizabeth Gracen[image: External link] recanted a six-year-old denial and stated she had a one-night stand with Clinton in 1982.[224] Gracen later apologized to Hillary Clinton.[225] Throughout the year, however, Gracen eluded a subpoena[image: External link] from Kenneth Starr to testify her claim in court.[226]
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 Post-presidency (2001–present)




Main article: Post-presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Bill Clinton continues to be active in public life, giving speeches, fundraising, and founding charitable organizations.[227] Clinton has spoken in prime time at every Democratic National Convention[image: External link] since 1988.[228] Robert Reich[image: External link] has suggested that Clinton is in a state of "permanent election"[image: External link], due to the impeachment proceedings during his presidency and his continuing support in the campaigns of his wife Hillary Clinton.[229]
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 Activities until 2008 campaign




In 2002, Clinton warned that pre-emptive military action against Iraq would have unwelcome consequences,[230][231] and later claimed to have opposed the Iraq War from the start (though some dispute this).[232] In 2005, Clinton criticized the Bush administration for its handling of emissions control, while speaking at the United Nations Climate Change conference[image: External link] in Montreal.[233]

The William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park[image: External link] in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] was dedicated in 2004.[234] Clinton released a best-selling autobiography, My Life[image: External link] in 2004.[235] In 2007, he released Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World[image: External link], which also became a New York Times Best Seller[image: External link] and garnered positive reviews.[236]

In the aftermath of the 2004 Asian tsunami[image: External link], U.N. Secretary-General[image: External link] Kofi Annan[image: External link] appointed Clinton to head a relief effort.[237] After Hurricane Katrina, Clinton joined with fellow former president George H. W. Bush to establish the Bush-Clinton Tsunami Fund in January 2005, and the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund in October of that year.[238] As part of the tsunami effort, these two ex-presidents appeared in a Super Bowl XXXIX[image: External link] pre-game show,[239] and traveled to the affected areas.[240] They also spoke together at the funeral of Boris Yeltsin[image: External link] in April 2007.[241]

Based on his philanthropic worldview,[242] Clinton created the William J. Clinton Foundation[image: External link] to address issues of global importance. This foundation includes the Clinton Foundation HIV and AIDS Initiative (CHAI), which strives to combat that disease, and has worked with the Australian government toward that end. The Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), begun by the Clinton Foundation in 2005, attempts to address world problems such as global public health[image: External link], poverty alleviation and religious and ethnic conflict[image: External link].[243] In 2005, Clinton announced through his foundation an agreement with manufacturers to stop selling sugared drinks in schools.[244] Clinton's foundation joined with the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group[image: External link] in 2006 to improve cooperation among those cities, and he met with foreign leaders to promote this initiative.[245] The foundation has received donations from a number of governments all over the world, including Asia and the Middle East.[246] In 2008, Foundation director Inder Singh[image: External link] announced deals to reduce the price of anti-malaria drugs by 30 percent in developing nations.[247] Clinton also spoke in favor of California Proposition 87[image: External link] on alternative energy[image: External link], which was voted down.[248]
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 2008 presidential election




During the 2008 Democratic presidential primary campaign[image: External link], Clinton vigorously advocated on behalf of his wife, Hillary Clinton[image: External link]. Through speaking engagements and fundraisers, he was able to raise $10 million toward her campaign.[249] Some worried that as an ex-president, he was too active on the trail, too negative to Clinton rival Barack Obama, and alienating his supporters at home and abroad.[250] Many were especially critical of him following his remarks in the South Carolina primary, which Obama won. Later in the 2008 primaries, there was some infighting between Bill and Hillary's staffs, especially in Pennsylvania.[251] Considering Bill's remarks, many thought that he could not rally Hillary supporters behind Obama after Obama won the primary.[252] Such remarks lead to apprehension that the party would be split to the detriment of Obama's election. Fears were allayed August 27, 2008, when Clinton enthusiastically endorsed Obama at the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], saying that all his experience as president assures him that Obama is "ready to lead".[253] After Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign was over, Bill Clinton continued to raise funds to help pay off her campaign debt.[254][255]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 After the 2008 election




In 2009, Clinton travelled to North Korea on behalf of two American journalists imprisoned in North Korea[image: External link]. Euna Lee[image: External link] and Laura Ling[image: External link] had been imprisoned for illegally entering the country from China.[256] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] had made a similar visit in 1994.[256] After Clinton met with North Korean leader Kim Jong-il, Kim issued a pardon.[257][258]

Since then, Clinton has been assigned a number of other diplomatic missions. He was named United Nations Special Envoy[image: External link] to Haiti in 2009.[259] In response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake, U.S. President Barack Obama announced that Clinton and George W. Bush would coordinate efforts to raise funds for Haiti's recovery.[260] Clinton continues to visit Haiti to witness the inauguration of refugee villages, and to raise funds for victims of the earthquake.[261] In 2010, Clinton announced support of, and delivered the keynote address for, the inauguration of NTR[image: External link], Ireland's first environmental foundation.[262][263] At the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], Clinton gave a widely praised speech nominating Barack Obama.[264]
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 2016 presidential election




During the 2016 Presidential Election[image: External link], Clinton again encouraged voters to support Hillary Clinton[image: External link], including a campaign stop in Wilmington, NC.[265] In a series of tweets, then-President-Elect Donald Trump criticized his ability to get people out to vote.[266]











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Post-presidential health concerns




In September 2004, Clinton received a quadruple bypass surgery.[267] In March 2005, he underwent surgery for a partially collapsed lung.[268] On February 11, 2010, he was rushed to NewYork–Presbyterian Hospital[image: External link] in New York City after complaining of chest pains, and had two coronary stents implanted in his heart.[267][269] After this experience, Clinton adopted the plant-based whole foods ( vegan[image: External link]) diet recommended by doctors Dean Ornish[image: External link] and Caldwell Esselstyn[image: External link].[270]
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 Wealth




The Clintons accrued several million dollars in legal bills during his presidency; they were paid off four years after he left office.[271] Both Bill and Hillary Clinton have received millions of dollars in book authorship fees.[272] In 2016, Forbes reported Bill and Hillary Clinton made about $240 million in the 15 years from January 2001 to December 2015 (mostly from paid speeches, business consulting and book-writing).[273] Also in 2016, CNN reported the Clintons combined to receive more than $153 million in paid speeches from 2001 until spring 2015.[274] In May 2015, The Hill reported that Bill and Hillary Clinton have made more than $25 million in speaking fees since the start of 2014, and that Hillary Clinton also made $5 million or more from her book, Hard Choices[image: External link], during the same time period.[275] In July 2014, The Wall Street Journal reported that at the end of 2012, the Clintons were worth between $5 million and $25.5 million, and that in 2012 (the last year they were required to disclose the information) the Clintons made between $16 and $17 million, mostly from speaking fees earned by the former president.[276] Clinton earned more than $104 million from paid speeches between 2001 and 2012.[277] In June 2014, ABC News and The Washington Post reported that Bill Clinton has made more than $100 million giving paid speeches since leaving public office, and in 2008, the New York Times reported that the Clintons' income tax returns[278] show they have made $109 million in the 8 years from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2007, including almost $92 million from his speaking and book-writing.[272][279][280][281]

Bill Clinton has given dozens of paid speeches each year, mostly to corporations and philanthropic groups in North America and Europe, often earning $100,000 to $300,000 per speech.[274][282][283][284] Hillary Clinton said that she and Bill came out of the White House financially "broke" and in debt, especially due to large legal fees incurred during their years in the White House. "We had no money when we got there, and we struggled to, you know, piece together the resources for mortgages, for houses, for Chelsea's education." She added, "Bill has worked really hard ... we had to pay off all our debts ... he had to make double the money because of, obviously, taxes; and then pay off the debts, and get us houses, and take care of family members."[280]
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 Honors and recognition




Main article: List of honors and awards received by Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Various colleges and universities have awarded Clinton honorary degrees, including Doctorate of Law[image: External link] degrees[285][286] and Doctor of Humane Letters[image: External link] degrees.[287] He is an Honorary Fellow of University College, Oxford, which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar[image: External link], although he did not complete his studies there.[288][289] Schools have been named for Clinton,[290][291][292] and statues have been built to pay him homage.[293][294] U.S. states where he has been honored include Missouri,[295] Arkansas,[296] Kentucky,[297] and New York.[298] He was presented with the Medal for Distinguished Public Service[image: External link] by Secretary of Defense[image: External link] William Cohen[image: External link] in 2001.[299] The Clinton Presidential Center[image: External link] was opened in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] in his honor on December 5, 2001.[300]

He has been honored in various other ways, in countries that include the Czech Republic,[301] Papua New Guinea,[302] Germany,[303] and Kosovo.[293] The Republic of Kosovo, in gratitude for his help during the Kosovo War[image: External link], renamed a major street in the capital city of Pristina[image: External link] as Bill Clinton Boulevard[image: External link] and added a monumental Clinton statue.[304][305][306]

Clinton was selected as Time's "Man of the Year" in 1992,[307] and again in 1998, along with Ken Starr.[308] From a poll conducted of the American people in December 1999, Clinton was among eighteen included in Gallup's List of Widely Admired People[image: External link] of the 20th century.[309] He was honored with a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album for Children[image: External link], a J. William Fulbright[image: External link] Prize for International Understanding,[310] a TED[image: External link] Prize (named for the confluence of technology, entertainment and design),[311] and was named as an Honorary GLAAD Media Award[image: External link] recipient for his work as an advocate for the LGBT[image: External link] community.[312]

In 2011, President Michel Martelly[image: External link] of Haiti awarded Clinton with the National Order of Honour and Merit[image: External link] to the rank of Grand Cross "for his various initiatives in Haiti and especially his high contribution to the reconstruction of the country after the earthquake of January 12, 2010". Clinton declared at the ceremony that "in the United States of America, I really don't believe former American presidents need awards anymore, but I am very honored by this one, I love Haiti, and I believe in its promise".[313]

U.S. President Barack Obama awarded Clinton the Presidential Medal of Freedom on November 20, 2013.[314]
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 Electoral history






	Year
	Office
	District
	Democratic
	Republican
	Other



	1974
	Arkansas 3rd congressional district
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48.17%
	John Paul Hammerschmidt
	51.83%
	
	



	1976
	Arkansas Attorney General
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	
	Unopposed
	
	
	



	1978
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Lynn Lowe
	37%
	
	



	1980
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48%
	Frank White
	52%
	
	



	1982
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	55%
	Frank White
	45%
	
	



	1984
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Woody Freeman
	37%
	
	



	1986
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	64%
	Frank White
	36%
	
	



	1990
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	57%
	Sheffield Nelson
	42%
	
	



	1992
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	43%
	George H. W. Bush
	37%
	Ross Perot (I)
	19%



	1996
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	49%
	Bob Dole
	41%
	Ross Perot (Reform)
	8%
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 Authored books





	Between Hope and History[image: External link]. New York: Times Books. 1996. ISBN  978-0-8129-2913-3[image: External link].

	My Life[image: External link] (1st ed.). New York: Vintage Books. 2004. ISBN  978-1-4000-3003-3[image: External link].

	Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World[image: External link] (1st ed.). New York: Knopf. 2007. ISBN  0-307-26674-5[image: External link].

	Back to Work: Why We Need Smart Government for a Strong Economy[image: External link]. Knopf. 2011. ISBN  978-0-307-95975-1[image: External link].
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 Recordings




Bill Clinton is one of the narrators on a 2003 recording of Sergei Prokofiev[image: External link]'s Peter and the Wolf, on Pentatone[image: External link], together with Mikhail Gorbachev and Sophia Loren[image: External link].
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 See also





	Clinton family[image: External link]

	Clinton School of Public Service[image: External link]

	Gun control policy of the Clinton Administration[image: External link]

	Historical rankings of Presidents of the United States

	List of Governors of Arkansas[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States by previous experience
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Barack Hussein Obama II ( US[image: External link]: i[image: External link]/be'ra:k hu:'seIn oU'ba:me /[image: External link] bə- RAHK[image: External link] hoo- SAYN[image: External link] oh-BAH -mə[image: External link];[1][2] born August 4, 1961) is an American politician who served as the 44th President of the United States[image: External link] from 2009 to 2017. He is the first African American[image: External link] to have served as president. He previously served in the U.S. Senate representing Illinois[image: External link] from 2005 to 2008, and in the Illinois State Senate[image: External link] from 1997 to 2004.

Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link], two years after the territory was admitted to the Union as the 50th state. Raised largely in Hawaii[image: External link], Obama also spent one year of his childhood in Washington State[image: External link] and four years in Indonesia[image: External link]. After graduating from Columbia University[image: External link] in 1983, he worked as a community organizer[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link]. In 1988 Obama enrolled in Harvard Law School[image: External link], where he was the first black president of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link]. After graduation, he became a civil rights[image: External link] attorney and professor, teaching constitutional law[image: External link] at the University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] from 1992 to 2004. Obama represented the 13th District for three terms[image: External link] in the Illinois Senate[image: External link] from 1997 to 2004, when he ran for the U.S. Senate[image: External link]. Obama received national attention in 2004, with his unexpected March primary win[image: External link], his well-received July Democratic National Convention[image: External link] keynote address[image: External link], and his landslide November election to the Senate. In 2008, Obama was nominated for president, a year after his campaign began[image: External link], and after a close primary campaign[image: External link] against Hillary Clinton[image: External link]. He was elected[image: External link] over Republican[image: External link] John McCain, and was inaugurated on January 20, 2009. Nine months later, Obama was named the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] laureate.

During his first two years in office, Obama signed many landmark bills. Main reforms were the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (often referred to as "Obamacare"), the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link], and the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010[image: External link]. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link] and Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010[image: External link] served as economic stimulus[image: External link] amidst the Great Recession, but the GOP regained control of the House of Representatives[image: External link] in 2011. After a lengthy debate over the national debt limit, Obama signed the Budget Control[image: External link] and the American Taxpayer Relief Acts[image: External link]. In foreign policy, Obama increased U.S. troop levels in Afghanistan, reduced nuclear weapons with the U.S.- Russian[image: External link] New START[image: External link] treaty, and ended military involvement[image: External link] in the Iraq War. He ordered military involvement in Libya[image: External link] in opposition to Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link], and the military operation that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden.

After winning re-election[image: External link] by defeating Republican nominee Mitt Romney, Obama was sworn in for a second term[image: External link] in 2013. During his second term, Obama promoted greater inclusiveness for LGBT Americans[image: External link], with his administration filing briefs that urged the Supreme Court to strike down same-sex marriage[image: External link] bans as unconstitutional (United States v. Windsor[image: External link] and Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link]). Obama also advocated gun control[image: External link] in response to the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting[image: External link], and issued wide-ranging executive actions concerning climate change and immigration. In foreign policy, Obama ordered military intervention in Iraq[image: External link] in response to gains made[image: External link] by ISIL[image: External link] after the 2011 withdrawal from Iraq[image: External link], continued the process of ending U.S. combat operations in Afghanistan[image: External link], promoted discussions that led to the 2015 Paris Agreement[image: External link] on global climate change, initiated the sanctions against Russia[image: External link] following the invasion in Ukraine[image: External link], brokered a nuclear deal with Iran[image: External link], and normalized U.S. relations with Cuba[image: External link].

Obama left office in January 2017 with a 60% approval rating.[3][4] He currently resides in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] His presidential library[image: External link] will be built in Chicago.
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 Early life and career




Main article: Early life and career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was born on August 4, 1961,[5] at Kapiʻolani Maternity & Gynecological Hospital[image: External link] in Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link].[6][7][8] He is the first President to have been born in Hawaii,[9] making him the first President born outside of the contiguous "lower 48" states[image: External link].[10] He was born to a white[image: External link] mother and a black[image: External link] father. His mother, Ann Dunham[image: External link] (1942–1995), was born in Wichita, Kansas[image: External link], of mostly English[image: External link] descent,[11] with some German[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], Swiss[image: External link], and Welsh[image: External link] ancestry.[12] His father, Barack Obama Sr.[image: External link] (1936–1982), was a married Luo Kenyan[image: External link] man from Nyang'oma Kogelo[image: External link]. Obama's parents met in 1960 in a Russian language[image: External link] class at the University of Hawaii at Manoa[image: External link], where his father was a foreign student[image: External link] on scholarship.[13][14] The couple married in Wailuku, Hawaii[image: External link] on February 2, 1961, six months before Obama was born.[15][16]

In late August 1961, Obama's mother moved with him to the University of Washington[image: External link] in Seattle[image: External link] for a year. During that time, Obama Sr. completed his undergraduate degree in economics in Hawaii in June 1962, then left to attend graduate school on a scholarship at Harvard University, where he earned an M.A. in economics. Obama's parents divorced in March 1964.[17] Obama Sr. returned to Kenya in 1964, where he married for a third time. He visited his son in Hawaii only once, in 1971,[18] before he was killed in an automobile accident in 1982, when Obama was 21 years old.[19] Of his early childhood, Obama recalled, "That my father looked nothing like the people around me – that he was black as pitch, my mother white as milk – barely registered in my mind."[14] He described his struggles as a young adult to reconcile social perceptions of his multiracial heritage.[20]

In 1963, Dunham met Lolo Soetoro[image: External link], an Indonesian[image: External link] East–West Center[image: External link] graduate student[image: External link] in geography at the University of Hawaii[image: External link], and the couple were married on Molokai[image: External link] on March 15, 1965.[21] After two one-year extensions of his J-1 visa[image: External link], Lolo returned to Indonesia[image: External link] in 1966, followed sixteen months later by his wife and stepson in 1967, with the family initially living in a Menteng Dalam neighborhood in the Tebet[image: External link] subdistrict of south Jakarta[image: External link], then from 1970 in a wealthier neighborhood in the Menteng[image: External link] subdistrict of central Jakarta[image: External link].[22]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education




From ages six to ten, Obama attended local Indonesian-language[image: External link] schools: Santo Fransiskus Asisi (St. Francis of Assisi) Catholic School[image: External link] for two years and Besuki Public School[image: External link] for one and a half years, supplemented by English-language Calvert School[image: External link] homeschooling by his mother.[23][24] During his time in Indonesia, Obama's step-father taught him to be resilient and gave him "a pretty hardheaded assessment of how the world works".[25]

Obama returned to Honolulu in 1971 to live with his maternal grandparents, Madelyn[image: External link] and Stanley Dunham[image: External link]. He attended Punahou School[image: External link]— a private college preparatory school— with the aid of a scholarship from fifth grade until his graduation from high school in 1979.[26] In his youth, Obama went by the nickname "Barry".[27] Obama lived with his mother and sister in Hawaii for three years from 1972 to 1975 while his mother was a graduate student in anthropology[image: External link] at the University of Hawaii.[28] Obama chose to stay in Hawaii with his grandparents for high school at Punahou when his mother and sister returned to Indonesia in 1975 so his mother could begin anthropology field work.[29] His mother spent most of the next two decades in Indonesia, divorcing Lolo in 1980 and earning a PhD degree in 1992, before dying in 1995 in Hawaii following unsuccessful treatment for ovarian cancer[image: External link] and uterine cancer[image: External link].[30]

Reflecting later on his years in Honolulu, Obama wrote: "The opportunity that Hawaii offered – to experience a variety of cultures in a climate of mutual respect – became an integral part of my world view, and a basis for the values that I hold most dear."[31] Obama has also written and talked about using alcohol, marijuana[image: External link], and cocaine[image: External link] during his teenage years to "push questions of who I was out of my mind".[32] Obama was also a member of the "choom gang", a self-named group of friends that spent time together and occasionally smoked marijuana.[33][34]

After graduating from high school in 1979, Obama moved to Los Angeles to attend Occidental College[image: External link]. In February 1981, Obama made his first public speech, calling for Occidental to participate in the disinvestment from South Africa[image: External link] in response to that nation's policy of apartheid[image: External link].[35] In mid-1981, Obama traveled to Indonesia to visit his mother and half-sister Maya, and visited the families of college friends in Pakistan and India for three weeks.[35] Later in 1981, he transferred as a junior to Columbia University[image: External link] in New York City, where he majored in political science[image: External link] with a specialty in international relations[image: External link][36] and in English literature[37] and lived off-campus on West 109th Street.[38] He graduated with a BA degree in 1983 and worked for a year at the Business International Corporation[image: External link],[clarification needed[image: External link]][39] then at the New York Public Interest Research Group[image: External link].[40][41] In 1985, Obama was among the leaders of May Day efforts to bring attention to the New York City Subway[image: External link] system, which was in a bad condition at the time. Obama traveled to several subway stations to get people to sign letters addressed to local officials and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link], and was photographed at the City College subway station[image: External link] holding a sign protesting against the system's condition.[42]
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Main article: Family of Barack Obama[image: External link]


In a 2006 interview, Obama highlighted the diversity of his extended family[image: External link]: "It's like a little mini-United Nations", he said. "I've got relatives who look like Bernie Mac[image: External link], and I've got relatives who look like Margaret Thatcher[image: External link]."[43] Obama has a half-sister with whom he was raised (Maya Soetoro-Ng[image: External link], the daughter of his mother and her Indonesian second husband) and seven half-siblings from his Kenyan father's family—six of them living.[44] Obama's mother was survived by her Kansas-born mother, Madelyn Dunham,[45] until her death on November 2, 2008,[46] two days before his election to the Presidency. Obama also has roots in Ireland; he met with his Irish cousins in Moneygall[image: External link] in May 2011.[47] In Dreams from My Father, Obama ties his mother's family history to possible Native American ancestors and distant relatives of Jefferson Davis[image: External link], President of the Confederate States of America[image: External link] during the American Civil War[image: External link].[48]

Besides his native English, Obama speaks some basic Indonesian[image: External link], having learned the language during his four childhood years in Jakarta[image: External link].[49][50] He plays basketball, a sport he participated in as a member of his high school's varsity team;[51] he is left-handed.[52]

Obama is a supporter of the Chicago White Sox[image: External link], and he threw out the first pitch at the 2005 ALCS[image: External link] when he was still a senator.[53] In 2009, he threw out the ceremonial first pitch at the All-Star Game[image: External link] while wearing a White Sox jacket.[54] He is also primarily a Chicago Bears[image: External link] football fan in the NFL[image: External link], but in his childhood and adolescence was a fan of the Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link], and rooted for them ahead of their victory in Super Bowl XLIII[image: External link] 12 days after he took office as President.[55] In 2011, Obama invited the 1985 Chicago Bears[image: External link] to the White House; the team had not visited the White House after their Super Bowl win[image: External link] in 1986 due to the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster[image: External link].[56]

Obama lived with anthropologist Sheila Miyoshi Jager[image: External link] while he was a community organizer in Chicago in the 1980s.[57] He proposed to her twice, but both Jager and her parents turned him down.[57][58] The relationship was only made public in May 2017, several months after Obama's two-term presidency had ended.[58]

In June 1989, Obama met Michelle Robinson when he was employed as a summer associate at the Chicago law firm of Sidley Austin[image: External link].[59] Assigned for three months as Obama's adviser at the firm, Robinson joined him at several group social functions, but declined his initial requests to date.[60] They began dating later that summer, became engaged in 1991, and were married on October 3, 1992.[61] The couple's first daughter, Malia Ann, was born on July 4, 1998,[62] followed by a second daughter, Natasha ("Sasha"), on June 10, 2001.[63] The Obama daughters attended the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools[image: External link]. When they moved to Washington, D.C., in January 2009, the girls started at the Sidwell Friends School[image: External link].[64] The Obamas have two Portuguese Water Dogs[image: External link]; the first, a male named Bo[image: External link], was a gift from Senator Ted Kennedy.[65] In August 2013, Bo was joined by Sunny[image: External link], a female.[66]

Applying the proceeds of a book deal, the family moved in 2005 from a Hyde Park, Chicago[image: External link] condominium to a $1.6 million house in neighboring Kenwood, Chicago[image: External link].[67] The purchase of an adjacent lot—and sale of part of it to Obama by the wife of developer, campaign donor and friend Tony Rezko[image: External link]—attracted media attention because of Rezko's subsequent indictment and conviction on political corruption charges that were unrelated to Obama.[68]

In December 2007, Money[image: External link] estimated the Obama family's net worth at $1.3 million.[69] Their 2009 tax return showed a household income of $5.5 million—up from about $4.2 million in 2007 and $1.6 million in 2005—mostly from sales of his books.[70][71] On his 2010 income of $1.7 million, he gave 14% to non-profit organizations, including $131,000 to Fisher House Foundation[image: External link], a charity assisting wounded veterans' families, allowing them to reside near where the veteran is receiving medical treatments.[72][73] As per his 2012 financial disclosure, Obama may be worth as much as $10 million.[74]

In reference to Obama's smoking habit, Michelle said in early 2010 that he had quit smoking.[75][76]

On his 55th birthday, August 4, 2016, Obama penned an essay in Glamour[image: External link] describing how his daughters and being president have made him a feminist[image: External link].[77][78][79]
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 Religious views




Obama is a Protestant[image: External link] Christian[image: External link] whose religious views developed in his adult life.[80] He wrote in The Audacity of Hope that he "was not raised in a religious household". He described his mother, raised by non-religious parents, as being detached from religion, yet "in many ways the most spiritually awakened person that I have ever known." He described his father as a "confirmed atheist" by the time his parents met, and his stepfather as "a man who saw religion as not particularly useful." Obama explained how, through working with black churches[image: External link] as a community organizer[image: External link] while in his twenties, he came to understand "the power of the African-American religious tradition to spur social change."[81]

In January 2008, Obama told Christianity Today[image: External link]: "I am a Christian, and I am a devout Christian. I believe in the redemptive death and resurrection of Jesus Christ[image: External link]. I believe that faith gives me a path to be cleansed of sin and have eternal life."[82] On September 27, 2010, Obama released a statement commenting on his religious views saying "I'm a Christian by choice. My family didn't – frankly, they weren't folks who went to church every week. And my mother was one of the most spiritual people I knew, but she didn't raise me in the church. So I came to my Christian faith later in life, and it was because the precepts of Jesus Christ spoke to me in terms of the kind of life that I would want to lead – being my brothers' and sisters' keeper, treating others as they would treat me[image: External link]."[83][84]

Obama met Trinity United Church of Christ[image: External link] pastor Rev. Jeremiah Wright[image: External link] in October 1987, and became a member of Trinity in 1992.[85] He resigned from Trinity in May 2008 during his first presidential campaign after some of Wright's statements were criticized[image: External link].[86] The Obama family has attended several Protestant churches since moving to Washington, D.C., in 2009, including Shiloh Baptist Church[image: External link] and St. John's Episcopal Church[image: External link], as well as Evergreen Chapel at Camp David[image: External link], but are not habitual church-goers.[87][88][89]
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 Law career
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 Community organizer and Harvard Law School




Two years after graduating from Columbia, Obama was hired in Chicago as director of the Developing Communities Project[image: External link], a church-based community organization originally comprising eight Catholic parishes in Roseland[image: External link], West Pullman[image: External link], and Riverdale[image: External link] on Chicago's South Side[image: External link]. He worked there as a community organizer from June 1985 to May 1988.[41][90] He helped set up a job training program, a college preparatory tutoring program, and a tenants' rights organization in Altgeld Gardens[image: External link].[91] Obama also worked as a consultant and instructor for the Gamaliel Foundation[image: External link], a community organizing institute.[92] In mid-1988, he traveled for the first time in Europe for three weeks and then for five weeks in Kenya, where he met many of his paternal relatives[image: External link] for the first time.[93][94]



	External video



	
Derrick Bell threatens to leave Harvard[image: External link], April 24, 1990, 11:34, Boston TV Digital Archive[image: External link][95] Student Barack Obama introduces Professor Derrick Bell starting at 6:25




Obama entered Harvard Law School[image: External link] in the fall of 1988, living in nearby Somerville, Massachusetts[image: External link].[96] He was selected as an editor of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link] at the end of his first year,[97] president of the journal in his second year,[91][98] and research assistant to the constitutional scholar Laurence Tribe[image: External link] while at Harvard for two years.[99] During his summers, he returned to Chicago, where he worked as an associate[image: External link] at the law firms of Sidley Austin[image: External link] in 1989 and Hopkins & Sutter[image: External link] in 1990.[100] After graduating with a JD[image: External link] degree magna cum laude[image: External link][101] from Harvard in 1991, he returned to Chicago.[97] Obama's election as the first black president of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link] gained national media attention[91][98] and led to a publishing contract and advance for a book about race relations,[102] which evolved into a personal memoir. The manuscript was published in mid-1995 as Dreams from My Father[image: External link].[102]
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 Chicago Law School and civil rights attorney




In 1991, Obama accepted a two-year position as Visiting Law and Government Fellow at the University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] to work on his first book.[102][103] He then taught constitutional law[image: External link] at the University of Chicago Law School for twelve years, first as a Lecturer from 1992 to 1996, and then as a Senior Lecturer from 1996 to 2004.[104]

From April to October 1992, Obama directed Illinois's Project Vote[image: External link], a voter registration campaign[image: External link] with ten staffers and seven hundred volunteer registrars; it achieved its goal of registering 150,000 of 400,000 unregistered African Americans in the state, leading Crain's Chicago Business[image: External link] to name Obama to its 1993 list of "40 under Forty" powers to be.[105]

He joined Davis, Miner, Barnhill & Galland, a 13-attorney law firm specializing in civil rights litigation and neighborhood economic development, where he was an associate for three years from 1993 to 1996, then of counsel[image: External link] from 1996 to 2004. In 1994, he was listed as one of the lawyers in Buycks-Roberson v. Citibank Fed. Sav. Bank, 94 C 4094 (N.D. Ill.).[106] This class action lawsuit was filed in 1994 with Selma Buycks-Roberson as lead plaintiff and alleged that Citibank Federal Savings Bank had engaged in practices forbidden under the Equal Credit Opportunity Act and the Fair Housing Act.[107] The case was settled out of court.[108] Final Judgment was issued on May 13, 1998, with Citibank Federal Savings Bank agreeing to pay attorney fees.[109] His law license became inactive in 2007.[110][111]

From 1994 to 2002, Obama served on the boards of directors of the Woods Fund of Chicago[image: External link], which in 1985 had been the first foundation to fund the Developing Communities Project, and of the Joyce Foundation[image: External link].[41] He served on the board of directors of the Chicago Annenberg Challenge[image: External link] from 1995 to 2002, as founding president and chairman of the board of directors from 1995 to 1999.[41]
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 Legislative career
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 Illinois State Senator (1997–2004)




Main article: Illinois Senate career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was elected to the Illinois Senate[image: External link] in 1996, succeeding Democratic State Senator Alice Palmer[image: External link] from Illinois's 13th District, which, at that time, spanned Chicago South Side neighborhoods from Hyde Park[image: External link]– Kenwood[image: External link] south to South Shore[image: External link] and west to Chicago Lawn[image: External link].[112] Once elected, Obama gained bipartisan support for legislation that reformed ethics and health care laws.[113] He sponsored a law that increased tax credits[image: External link] for low-income workers, negotiated welfare reform, and promoted increased subsidies for childcare.[114] In 2001, as co-chairman of the bipartisan Joint Committee on Administrative Rules, Obama supported Republican Governor Ryan's payday loan[image: External link] regulations and predatory mortgage lending[image: External link] regulations aimed at averting home foreclosures.[115]

He was reelected to the Illinois Senate in 1998, defeating Republican Yesse Yehudah in the general election, and was reelected again in 2002.[116] In 2000, he lost a Democratic primary race[image: External link] for Illinois's 1st congressional district[image: External link] in the United States House of Representatives to four-term incumbent Bobby Rush[image: External link] by a margin of two to one.[117]

In January 2003, Obama became chairman of the Illinois Senate's Health and Human Services Committee when Democrats, after a decade in the minority, regained a majority.[118] He sponsored and led unanimous, bipartisan passage of legislation to monitor racial profiling[image: External link] by requiring police to record the race of drivers they detained, and legislation making Illinois the first state to mandate videotaping of homicide interrogations.[114][119] During his 2004 general election campaign for the U.S. Senate, police representatives credited Obama for his active engagement with police organizations in enacting death penalty[image: External link] reforms.[120] Obama resigned from the Illinois Senate in November 2004 following his election to the U.S. Senate.[121]
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 2004 U.S. Senate campaign




Main article: United States Senate election in Illinois, 2004[image: External link]


In May 2002, Obama commissioned a poll to assess his prospects in a 2004 U.S. Senate race. He created a campaign committee, began raising funds, and lined up political media consultant David Axelrod[image: External link] by August 2002. Obama formally announced his candidacy in January 2003.[122]

Obama was an early opponent of the George W. Bush administration's 2003 invasion of Iraq.[123] On October 2, 2002, the day President Bush and Congress agreed on the joint resolution[image: External link] authorizing the Iraq War,[124] Obama addressed the first high-profile Chicago anti-Iraq War rally[image: External link],[125] and spoke out against the war.[126] He addressed another anti-war rally in March 2003 and told the crowd that "it's not too late" to stop the war.[127]

Decisions by Republican incumbent Peter Fitzgerald[image: External link] and his Democratic predecessor Carol Moseley Braun[image: External link] to not participate in the election resulted in wide-open Democratic and Republican primary contests involving fifteen candidates.[128] In the March 2004 primary election, Obama won in an unexpected landslide—which overnight made him a rising star within the national Democratic Party[image: External link], started speculation about a presidential future, and led to the reissue of his memoir, Dreams from My Father.[129] In July 2004, Obama delivered the keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention[image: External link],[130] seen by 9.1 million viewers. His speech was well received and elevated his status within the Democratic Party.[131]

Obama's expected opponent in the general election, Republican primary winner Jack Ryan[image: External link], withdrew from the race in June 2004.[132] Six weeks later, Alan Keyes accepted the Republican nomination to replace Ryan.[133] In the November 2004 general election[image: External link], Obama won with 70% of the vote.[134]
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Main article: United States Senate career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was sworn in as a senator on January 3, 2005,[135] becoming the only Senate member of the Congressional Black Caucus[image: External link].[136] CQ Weekly[image: External link] characterized him as a "loyal Democrat" based on analysis of all Senate votes from 2005 to 2007. Obama announced on November 13, 2008, that he would resign his Senate seat[image: External link] on November 16, 2008, before the start of the lame-duck[image: External link] session, to focus on his transition period for the presidency.[137]
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 Legislation




See also: List of bills sponsored by Barack Obama in the United States Senate[image: External link]


Obama cosponsored[image: External link] the Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act[image: External link].[138] He introduced two initiatives that bore his name: Lugar–Obama, which expanded the Nunn–Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction[image: External link] concept to conventional weapons;[139] and the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006[image: External link], which authorized the establishment of USAspending.gov, a web search engine on federal spending.[140] On June 3, 2008, Senator Obama—along with Senators Tom Carper[image: External link], Tom Coburn[image: External link], and John McCain—introduced follow-up legislation: Strengthening Transparency and Accountability in Federal Spending Act of 2008.[141]

Obama sponsored legislation that would have required nuclear plant owners to notify state and local authorities of radioactive leaks, but the bill failed to pass in the full Senate after being heavily modified in committee.[142] Regarding tort reform, Obama voted for the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005[image: External link] and the FISA Amendments Act of 2008[image: External link], which grants immunity from civil liability to telecommunications companies complicit with NSA warrantless wiretapping operations.[143]

In December 2006, President Bush signed into law the Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link] Relief, Security, and Democracy Promotion Act, marking the first federal legislation to be enacted with Obama as its primary sponsor.[145] In January 2007, Obama and Senator Feingold introduced a corporate jet provision to the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act[image: External link], which was signed into law in September 2007.[146] Obama also introduced two unsuccessful bills: the Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation Prevention Act[image: External link] to criminalize deceptive practices in federal elections,[147] and the Iraq War De-Escalation Act of 2007[image: External link].[148]

Later in 2007, Obama sponsored an amendment to the Defense Authorization Act to add safeguards for personality-disorder military discharges.[149] This amendment passed the full Senate in the spring of 2008.[150] He sponsored the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act[image: External link] supporting divestment of state pension funds from Iran's oil and gas industry, which has not passed committee; and co-sponsored legislation to reduce risks of nuclear terrorism.[151] Obama also sponsored a Senate amendment to the State Children's Health Insurance Program, providing one year of job protection for family members caring for soldiers with combat-related injuries.[152]
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 Committees




Obama held assignments on the Senate Committees for Foreign Relations[image: External link], Environment and Public Works[image: External link] and Veterans' Affairs[image: External link] through December 2006.[153] In January 2007, he left the Environment and Public Works committee and took additional assignments with Health, Education, Labor and Pensions[image: External link] and Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link].[154] He also became Chairman of the Senate's subcommittee on European Affairs[image: External link].[155] As a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Obama made official trips to Eastern Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and Africa. He met with Mahmoud Abbas before Abbas became President of the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link], and gave a speech at the University of Nairobi[image: External link] in which he condemned corruption within the Kenyan government.[156]
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 Presidential campaigns
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 2008 presidential campaign




Main articles: United States presidential election, 2008[image: External link]; Barack Obama presidential primary campaign, 2008[image: External link]; and Barack Obama presidential campaign, 2008[image: External link]


On February 10, 2007, Obama announced his candidacy for President of the United States in front of the Old State Capitol[image: External link] building in Springfield, Illinois[image: External link].[157][158] The choice of the announcement site was viewed as symbolic because it was also where Abraham Lincoln delivered his historic "House Divided"[image: External link] speech in 1858.[157][159] Obama emphasized issues of rapidly ending the Iraq War, increasing energy independence[image: External link], and reforming the health care system[image: External link],[160] in a campaign that projected themes of hope and change.[161]

Numerous candidates entered the Democratic Party presidential primaries[image: External link]. The field narrowed to a duel between Obama and Senator Hillary Clinton[image: External link] after early contests, with the race remaining close throughout the primary process but with Obama gaining a steady lead in pledged delegates[image: External link] due to better long-range planning, superior fundraising, dominant organizing in caucus[image: External link] states, and better exploitation of delegate allocation rules.[162] On June 7, 2008, Clinton ended her campaign and endorsed Obama.[163]

On August 23, Obama announced his selection of Delaware[image: External link] Senator Joe Biden as his vice presidential running mate.[164] Obama selected Biden from a field speculated to include former Indiana Governor and Senator Evan Bayh[image: External link] and Virginia Governor Tim Kaine[image: External link].[165] At the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] in Denver, Colorado, Hillary Clinton called for her supporters to endorse Obama, and she and Bill Clinton gave convention speeches in his support.[166] Obama delivered his acceptance speech, not at the center where the Democratic National Convention was held, but at Invesco Field at Mile High[image: External link] to a crowd of approximately 84,000 people; the speech was viewed by over 38 million people worldwide.[167][168][169]

During both the primary process and the general election, Obama's campaign set numerous fundraising records, particularly in the quantity of small donations.[170] On June 19, 2008, Obama became the first major-party presidential candidate to turn down public financing[image: External link] in the general election since the system was created in 1976.[171]

John McCain was nominated as the Republican candidate, and he selected Sarah Palin as his running mate. The two candidates engaged in three presidential debates[image: External link] in September and October 2008.[172] On November 4, Obama won the presidency with 365 electoral votes[image: External link] to 173 received by McCain.[173] Obama won 52.9% of the popular vote[image: External link] to McCain's 45.7%.[174] He became the first African American to be elected president.[175] Obama delivered his victory speech[image: External link] before hundreds of thousands of supporters in Chicago's Grant Park[image: External link].[176]
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 2012 presidential campaign




Main articles: United States presidential election, 2012[image: External link] and Barack Obama presidential campaign, 2012[image: External link]


On April 4, 2011, Obama announced his reelection campaign for 2012 in a video titled "It Begins with Us" that he posted on his website and filed election papers with the Federal Election Commission[image: External link].[177][178][179] As the incumbent president he ran virtually unopposed in the Democratic Party presidential primaries[image: External link],[180] and on April 3, 2012, Obama had secured the 2778 convention[image: External link] delegates needed to win the Democratic nomination.[181]

At the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], Obama and Joe Biden were formally nominated by former President Bill Clinton, as the Democratic Party candidates for president and vice president in the general election. Their main opponents were Republicans Mitt Romney, the former governor of Massachusetts, and Representative Paul Ryan of Wisconsin.[182]

On November 6, 2012, Obama won 332 electoral votes[image: External link], exceeding the 270 required for him to be reelected as president.[183][184][185] With 51.1% of the popular vote,[186] Obama became the first Democratic president since Franklin D. Roosevelt to win the majority of the popular vote[image: External link] twice.[187][188] President Obama addressed supporters and volunteers at Chicago's McCormick Place[image: External link] after his reelection and said: "Tonight you voted for action, not politics as usual. You elected us to focus on your jobs, not ours. And in the coming weeks and months, I am looking forward to reaching out and working with leaders of both parties."[189][190]
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 Presidency (2009–17)




Main article: Presidency of Barack Obama


See also: Confirmations of Barack Obama's Cabinet[image: External link] and List of international presidential trips made by Barack Obama[image: External link]
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 First 100 days




Main article: First 100 days of Barack Obama's presidency[image: External link]


The inauguration of Barack Obama as the 44th President took place on January 20, 2009. In his first few days in office, Obama issued executive orders and presidential memoranda directing the U.S. military to develop plans to withdraw troops from Iraq.[191] He ordered the closing of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp,[192] but Congress prevented the closure by refusing to appropriate the required funds[193][194][195] and preventing moving any Guantanamo detainee into the U.S. or to other countries.[196] Obama reduced the secrecy given to presidential records.[197] He also revoked President George W. Bush's restoration of President Ronald Reagan's Mexico City Policy[image: External link] prohibiting federal aid to international family planning organizations that perform or provide counseling about abortion.[198]
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 Domestic policy




Main article: Social policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link]


The first bill signed into law by Obama was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009[image: External link], relaxing the statute of limitations[image: External link] for equal-pay lawsuits.[199] Five days later, he signed the reauthorization of the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) to cover an additional 4 million uninsured children.[200] In March 2009, Obama reversed a Bush-era policy that had limited funding of embryonic stem cell research and pledged to develop "strict guidelines" on the research.[201]

Obama appointed two women to serve on the Supreme Court in the first two years of his Presidency. He nominated Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link] on May 26, 2009 to replace retiring Associate Justice David Souter; she was confirmed on August 6, 2009,[202] becoming the first Supreme Court Justice of Hispanic[image: External link] descent.[203] Obama nominated Elena Kagan[image: External link] on May 10, 2010 to replace retiring Associate Justice John Paul Stevens. She was confirmed on August 5, 2010, bringing the number of women sitting simultaneously on the Court to three justices for the first time in American history.[204]

On March 30, 2010, Obama signed the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act[image: External link], a reconciliation bill[image: External link] that ended the process of the federal government giving subsidies to private banks to give out federally insured loans, increased the Pell Grant[image: External link] scholarship award, and made changes to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.[205][206]

In a major space policy speech[image: External link] in April 2010, Obama announced a planned change in direction at NASA[image: External link], the U.S. space agency. He ended plans for a return of human spaceflight[image: External link] to the moon and development of the Ares I[image: External link] rocket, Ares V[image: External link] rocket and Constellation program[image: External link], in favor of funding Earth science projects, a new rocket type, and research and development for an eventual manned mission to Mars, and ongoing missions to the International Space Station[image: External link].[207]

President Obama's 2011 State of the Union Address[image: External link] focused on themes of education and innovation, stressing the importance of innovation economics[image: External link] to make the United States more competitive globally. He spoke of a five-year freeze in domestic spending, eliminating tax breaks for oil companies and reversing tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans, banning congressional earmarks[image: External link], and reducing healthcare costs. He promised that the United States would have one million electric vehicles on the road by 2015 and would be 80% reliant on " clean[image: External link]" electricity.[208][209]
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 LGBT rights




On October 8, 2009, Obama signed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act[image: External link], a measure that expanded the 1969 United States federal hate-crime law[image: External link] to include crimes motivated by a victim's actual or perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability.[210]

On October 30, 2009, Obama lifted the ban on travel to the United States by those infected with HIV, which was celebrated by Immigration Equality[image: External link].[211]

On December 22, 2010, Obama signed the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010[image: External link], which fulfilled a key promise made in the 2008 presidential campaign[212][213] to end the Don't ask, don't tell[image: External link] policy of 1993 that had prevented gay and lesbian people from serving openly in the United States Armed Forces[image: External link].[214] In 2016, the Pentagon[image: External link] ended the policy that also barred transgender[image: External link] people from serving openly in the military.[215]

As a candidate for the Illinois state senate in 1996, Obama had said that he favored legalizing same-sex marriage[image: External link].[216] By the time of his Senate run in 2004, he said that he supported civil unions and domestic partnerships for same-sex partners, but he opposed same-sex marriages for strategic reasons.[217] On May 9, 2012, shortly after the official launch of his campaign for re-election as president, Obama said his views had evolved, and he publicly affirmed his personal support for the legalization of same-sex marriage, becoming the first sitting U.S. president to do so.[218][219]

During his second inaugural address[image: External link] on January 21, 2013,[190] Obama became the first president to call for full equality for gay Americans: "Our journey is not complete until our gay brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else under the law – for if we are truly created equal, then surely the love we commit to one another must be equal as well." This was the first time that a president mentioned gay rights[image: External link] or the word "gay" in an inaugural address.[220][221] In 2013, the Obama administration filed briefs that urged the Supreme Court to rule in favor of same-sex couples in the cases of Hollingsworth v. Perry[image: External link] (regarding same-sex marriage)[222] and United States v. Windsor[image: External link] (regarding the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link]).[223] Then, following the Supreme Court's 2015 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] (ruling same-sex marriage to be a fundamental right), Obama asserted that, "This decision affirms what millions of Americans already believe in their hearts: When all Americans are treated as equal we are all more free."[224]

On July 30, 2015 the White House Office of National AIDS Policy revised its strategy for addressing the ailment, which included widespread testing and linkage to healthcare, which was celebrated by the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link].[225]
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 White House advisory and oversight groups




On March 11, 2009, Obama created the White House Council on Women and Girls[image: External link], which forms part of the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, having been established by Executive Order 13506[image: External link] with a broad mandate to advise him on issues relating to the welfare of American women and girls.[226] The Council is currently chaired by Senior Advisor to the President[image: External link] Valerie Jarrett[image: External link].[227] Obama also established the White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault[image: External link] through an official United States government memorandum on January 22, 2014, with a broad mandate to advise him on issues relating to sexual assault on college and university campuses throughout the United States.[227][228][229] The current co-chairs of the Task Force are Vice President Joe Biden and Jarrett.[228] The Task Force has been a development out of the White House Council on Women and Girls and Office of the Vice President of the United States[image: External link], and prior to that, the 1994 Violence Against Women Act[image: External link] that was first-drafted by Biden.[230]
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 Economic policy




Main article: Economic policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link]


On February 17, 2009, Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link], a $787 billion economic stimulus[image: External link] package aimed at helping the economy recover from the deepening worldwide recession.[231] The act includes increased federal spending for health care, infrastructure, education, various tax breaks and incentives[image: External link], and direct assistance to individuals.[232]

In March, Obama's Treasury Secretary, Timothy Geithner[image: External link], took further steps to manage the financial crisis[image: External link], including introducing the Public–Private Investment Program for Legacy Assets[image: External link], which contains provisions for buying up to two trillion dollars in depreciated real estate assets.[233] Obama intervened in the troubled automotive industry[image: External link][234] in March 2009, renewing loans for General Motors[image: External link] and Chrysler[image: External link] to continue operations while reorganizing. Over the following months the White House set terms for both firms' bankruptcies, including the sale of Chrysler[image: External link] to Italian automaker Fiat[image: External link][235] and a reorganization of GM[image: External link] giving the U.S. government a temporary 60% equity stake in the company, with the Canadian government taking a 12% stake.[236] In June 2009, dissatisfied with the pace of economic stimulus, Obama called on his cabinet to accelerate the investment.[237] He signed into law the Car Allowance Rebate System[image: External link], known colloquially as "Cash for Clunkers", that temporarily boosted the economy.[238][239][240]

Spending and loan guarantees from the Federal Reserve and the Treasury Department authorized by the Bush and Obama administrations totaled about $11.5 trillion, but only $3 trillion was spent by the end of November 2009.[241] Obama and the Congressional Budget Office predicted the 2010 budget deficit[image: External link] would be $1.5 trillion or 10.6% of the nation's gross domestic product (GDP) compared to the 2009 deficit of $1.4 trillion or 9.9% of GDP.[242][243] For 2011, the administration predicted the deficit will shrink to $1.34 trillion, and the 10-year deficit will increase to $8.53 trillion or 90% of GDP.[244] The most recent increase in the U.S. debt ceiling[image: External link] to $17.2 trillion took effect in February 2014.[245] On August 2, 2011, after a lengthy congressional debate over whether to raise the nation's debt limit, Obama signed the bipartisan Budget Control Act of 2011[image: External link]. The legislation enforces limits on discretionary spending until 2021, establishes a procedure to increase the debt limit, creates a Congressional Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction to propose further deficit reduction with a stated goal of achieving at least $1.5 trillion in budgetary savings over 10 years, and establishes automatic procedures for reducing spending by as much as $1.2 trillion if legislation originating with the new joint select committee does not achieve such savings.[246] By passing the legislation, Congress was able to prevent a U.S. government[image: External link] default[image: External link] on its obligations.[247]

As it did throughout 2008, the unemployment rate rose in 2009, reaching a peak in October at 10.0% and averaging 10.0% in the fourth quarter. Following a decrease to 9.7% in the first quarter of 2010, the unemployment rate fell to 9.6% in the second quarter, where it remained for the rest of the year.[250] Between February and December 2010, employment rose by 0.8%, which was less than the average of 1.9% experienced during comparable periods in the past four employment recoveries.[251] By November 2012, the unemployment rate fell to 7.7%,[252] decreasing to 6.7% in the last month of 2013.[253] During 2014, the unemployment rate continued to decline, falling to 6.3% in the first quarter.[254] GDP growth returned in the third quarter of 2009, expanding at a rate of 1.6%, followed by a 5.0% increase in the fourth quarter.[255] Growth continued in 2010, posting an increase of 3.7% in the first quarter, with lesser gains throughout the rest of the year.[255] In July 2010, the Federal Reserve[image: External link] noted that economic activity continued to increase, but its pace had slowed, and chairman Ben Bernanke said the economic outlook was "unusually uncertain".[256] Overall, the economy expanded at a rate of 2.9% in 2010.[257]

The Congressional Budget Office and a broad range of economists credit Obama's stimulus plan for economic growth.[258][259] The CBO released a report stating that the stimulus bill increased employment by 1–2.1 million,[259][260][261][262] while conceding that "It is impossible to determine how many of the reported jobs would have existed in the absence of the stimulus package."[258] Although an April 2010 survey of members of the National Association for Business Economics[image: External link] showed an increase in job creation (over a similar January survey) for the first time in two years, 73% of 68 respondents believed that the stimulus bill has had no impact on employment.[263] The economy of the United States has grown faster than the other original NATO[image: External link] members by a wider margin under President Obama than it has anytime since the end of World War II.[264] The OECD[image: External link] credits the much faster growth in the United States to the stimulus in the United States and the austerity measures in the European Union.[265]

Within a month of the 2010 midterm elections[image: External link], Obama announced a compromise deal with the Congressional Republican leadership that included a temporary, two-year extension of the 2001 and 2003 income tax rates, a one-year payroll tax reduction, continuation of unemployment benefits, and a new rate and exemption amount for estate taxes[image: External link].[266] The compromise overcame opposition from some in both parties, and the resulting $858 billion Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010[image: External link] passed with bipartisan majorities in both houses of Congress before Obama signed it on December 17, 2010.[267]

In December 2013, Obama declared that growing income inequality[image: External link] is a "defining challenge of our time" and called on Congress to bolster the safety net and raise wages. This came on the heels of the nationwide strikes of fast-food workers[image: External link] and Pope Francis' criticism of inequality and trickle-down economics[image: External link].[268]

Obama has urged Congress to ratify a 12-nation free trade pact called the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link].[269]
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 Environmental policy




See also: Climate change policy of the United States[image: External link]


On September 30, 2009, the Obama administration proposed new regulations on power plants, factories, and oil refineries in an attempt to limit greenhouse gas emissions and to curb global warming.[270][271]

On April 20, 2010, an explosion destroyed an offshore drilling rig[image: External link] at the Macondo Prospect[image: External link] in the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], causing a major sustained oil leak[image: External link]. Obama visited the Gulf, announced a federal investigation, and formed a bipartisan commission to recommend new safety standards, after a review by Secretary of the Interior[image: External link] Ken Salazar[image: External link] and concurrent Congressional hearings. He then announced a six-month moratorium on new deepwater drilling[image: External link] permits and leases, pending regulatory review.[272] As multiple efforts by BP failed, some in the media and public expressed confusion and criticism over various aspects of the incident, and stated a desire for more involvement by Obama and the federal government.[273]

In July 2013, Obama expressed reservations and stated he "would reject the Keystone XL pipeline[image: External link] if it increased carbon pollution" or "greenhouse emissions".[274][275] Obama's advisers called for a halt to petroleum exploration in the Arctic[image: External link] in January 2013.[276] On February 24, 2015, Obama vetoed a bill that would authorize the pipeline.[277] It was the third veto of Obama's presidency and his first major veto.[278]

Obama has emphasized the conservation[image: External link] of federal lands[image: External link] during his term in office. He used his power under the Antiquities Act[image: External link] to create 25 new national monuments[image: External link] during his presidency and expand four others, protecting a total of 553,000,000 acres (224,000,000 ha) of federal lands and waters, more than any other U.S. president.[279]
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 Health care reform




Main article: Health care reform in the United States[image: External link]


Obama called for Congress[image: External link] to pass legislation reforming health care in the United States[image: External link], a key campaign promise and a top legislative goal.[280] He proposed an expansion of health insurance coverage to cover the uninsured, to cap premium increases, and to allow people to retain their coverage when they leave or change jobs. His proposal was to spend $900 billion over 10 years and include a government insurance plan, also known as the public option[image: External link], to compete with the corporate insurance sector as a main component to lowering costs and improving quality of health care. It would also make it illegal for insurers to drop sick people or deny them coverage for pre-existing conditions[image: External link], and require every American to carry health coverage. The plan also includes medical spending cuts and taxes on insurance companies that offer expensive plans.[281][282]

On July 14, 2009, House Democratic leaders introduced a 1,017-page plan for overhauling the U.S. health care system, which Obama wanted Congress to approve by the end of 2009.[280] After much public debate during the Congressional summer recess of 2009, Obama delivered a speech to a joint session of Congress[image: External link] on September 9 where he addressed concerns over the proposals.[284] In March 2009, Obama lifted a ban on using federal funds for stem cell research.[285]

On November 7, 2009, a health care bill featuring the public option was passed in the House.[286][287] On December 24, 2009, the Senate passed its own bill—without a public option—on a party-line vote of 60–39.[288] On March 21, 2010, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (ACA) passed by the Senate in December was passed in the House by a vote of 219 to 212.[289] Obama signed the bill into law on March 23, 2010.[290]

The ACA includes health-related provisions[image: External link], most of which took effect in 2014, including expanding Medicaid[image: External link] eligibility for people making up to 133% of the federal poverty level[image: External link] (FPL) starting in 2014,[291] subsidizing insurance premiums for people making up to 400% of the FPL ($88,000 for family of four in 2010) so their maximum "out-of-pocket" payment for annual premiums will be from 2% to 9.5% of income,[292][293] providing incentives for businesses to provide health care benefits, prohibiting denial of coverage and denial of claims based on pre-existing conditions, establishing health insurance exchanges[image: External link], prohibiting annual coverage caps, and support for medical research. According to White House and Congressional Budget Office figures, the maximum share of income that enrollees would have to pay would vary depending on their income relative to the federal poverty level.[292][294]

The costs of these provisions are offset by taxes, fees, and cost-saving measures, such as new Medicare taxes for those in high-income brackets[image: External link], taxes on indoor tanning[image: External link], cuts to the Medicare Advantage[image: External link] program in favor of traditional Medicare, and fees on medical devices and pharmaceutical companies;[296] there is also a tax penalty for those who do not obtain health insurance, unless they are exempt due to low income or other reasons.[297] In March 2010, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that the net effect of both laws will be a reduction in the federal deficit by $143 billion over the first decade.[298]

The law faced several legal challenges, primarily based on the argument that an individual mandate requiring Americans to buy health insurance was unconstitutional. On June 28, 2012, the Supreme Court ruled by a 5–4 vote in National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius[image: External link] that the mandate was constitutional under the U.S. Congress's taxing authority.[299] In Burwell v. Hobby Lobby[image: External link] the Court ruled that "closely-held" for-profit corporations could be exempt on religious grounds under the Religious Freedom Restoration Act[image: External link] from regulations adopted under the ACA that would have required them to pay for insurance that covered certain contraceptives. In June 2015, the Court ruled 6–3 in King v. Burwell[image: External link] that subsidies to help individuals and families purchase health insurance were authorized for those doing so on both the federal exchange and state exchanges, not only those purchasing plans "established by the State", as the statute reads.[300]
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 Energy policy




Main article: Energy policy of the Obama administration[image: External link]


Prior to June 2014, Obama offered substantial support for a broadly-based "All of the above" approach to domestic energy policy, which Obama has maintained since his first term and which he last confirmed at his State of the Union speech in January 2014 to a mixed reception by both parties. In June 2014, Obama made indications that his administration would consider a shift towards an energy policy more closely tuned to the manufacturing industry and its impact on the domestic economy.[301] Obama's approach of selectively combining regulation and incentive to various issues in the domestic energy policy such as coal mining and oil fracking has received mixed commentary for not being as responsive to the needs of the domestic manufacturing sector as needed, following claims that the domestic manufacturing sector utilizes as much as a third of the nation's available energy resources.[302][303]
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 Gun control




Main article: Social policy of the Barack Obama administration § Gun policy[image: External link]


On January 16, 2013, one month after the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting[image: External link], Obama signed 23 executive orders and outlined a series of sweeping proposals regarding gun control.[304] He urged Congress to reintroduce an expired ban[image: External link] on military-style assault weapons, such as those used in several recent mass shootings, impose limits on ammunition magazines to 10 rounds, introduce background checks on all gun sales, pass a ban on possession and sale of armor-piercing bullets, introduce harsher penalties for gun-traffickers, especially unlicensed dealers who buy arms for criminals and approving the appointment of the head of the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives[image: External link] for the first time since 2006.[305] On January 5, 2016, Obama announced new executive actions extending background check requirements to more gun sellers.[306] In a 2016 editorial in the New York Times, Obama compared the struggle for what he termed "common-sense gun reform" to women's suffrage[image: External link] and other civil rights movements in American history.[307]
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 2010 midterm elections




Main articles: United States House of Representatives elections, 2010[image: External link] and United States Senate elections, 2010[image: External link]


Obama called the November 2, 2010 election[image: External link], where the Democratic Party lost 63 seats in, and control of, the House of Representatives,[308] "humbling" and a "shellacking".[309] He said that the results came because not enough Americans had felt the effects of the economic recovery.[310]
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 Cybersecurity and Internet policy




On November 10, 2014, President Obama recommended the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] reclassify broadband Internet service[image: External link] as a telecommunications service in order to preserve net neutrality[image: External link].[311][312] On February 12, 2013, President Obama signed Executive Order 13636, "Improving Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity".[313]
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 Foreign policy




Main article: Foreign policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link]


In February and March 2009, Vice President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton made separate overseas trips to announce a "new era" in U.S. foreign relations with Russia and Europe, using the terms "break" and " reset[image: External link]" to signal major changes from the policies of the preceding administration.[314] Obama attempted to reach out to Arab leaders by granting his first interview to an Arab cable TV network, Al Arabiya[image: External link].[315]

On March 19, Obama continued his outreach to the Muslim world, releasing a New Year's video message to the people and government of Iran.[316][317] In April, Obama gave a speech in Ankara[image: External link], Turkey, which was well received by many Arab governments.[318] On June 4, 2009, Obama delivered a speech at Cairo University[image: External link] in Egypt calling for "A New Beginning[image: External link]" in relations between the Islamic world and the United States and promoting Middle East peace.[319]

On June 26, 2009, Obama responded to the Iranian government's actions towards protesters following Iran's 2009 presidential election[image: External link] by saying: "The violence perpetrated against them is outrageous. We see it and we condemn it."[320] While in Moscow on July 7, he responded Vice President Biden's comment on a possible Israeli military strike on Iran by saying: "We have said directly to the Israelis that it is important to try and resolve this in an international setting in a way that does not create major conflict in the Middle East."[321]

On September 24, 2009, Obama became the first sitting U.S. president to preside[image: External link] over a meeting of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link].[322]

In March 2010, Obama took a public stance against plans by the government of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] to continue building Jewish housing projects in predominantly Arab neighborhoods of East Jerusalem[image: External link].[323][324] During the same month, an agreement was reached with the administration of Russian President Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] to replace the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty[image: External link] with a new pact reducing the number of long-range nuclear weapons in the arsenals of both countries by about one-third.[325] Obama and Medvedev signed the New START[image: External link] treaty in April 2010, and the U.S. Senate ratified it in December 2010.[326]

In December 2011, Obama instructed agencies to consider LGBT rights[image: External link] when issuing financial aid to foreign countries.[327] He criticized Russia's law discriminating against gays in August 2013,[328] stopping short of advocating a boycott of the 2014 Winter Olympics[image: External link] held in Sochi[image: External link], Russia.[329]

In December 2014, Obama announced that he intended to normalize relationships[image: External link] between Cuba and the United States[image: External link].[330] The countries' respective "interests sections" in one another's capitals were upgraded to embassies on July 20, 2015.

In March 2015, Obama declared that he had authorized U.S. forces to provide logistical and intelligence support to the Saudis in their military intervention in Yemen[image: External link], establishing a "Joint Planning Cell" with Saudi Arabia.[331]

Before leaving office, Obama said German Chancellor Angela Merkel had been his "closest international partner" throughout his tenure as President.[332]
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 War in Iraq




Main articles: Iraq War and American-led intervention in Iraq (2014–present)[image: External link]


On February 27, 2009, Obama announced that combat operations in Iraq would end within 18 months. His remarks were made to a group of Marines[image: External link] preparing for deployment to Afghanistan. Obama said, "Let me say this as plainly as I can: by August 31, 2010, our combat mission in Iraq will end."[333] The Obama administration scheduled the withdrawal of combat troops to be completed by August 2010, decreasing troop's levels from 142,000 while leaving a transitional force of about 50,000 in Iraq until the end of 2011. On August 19, 2010, the last U.S. combat brigade exited Iraq. Remaining troops transitioned from combat operations to counter-terrorism[image: External link] and the training, equipping, and advising of Iraqi security forces.[334][335] On August 31, 2010, Obama announced that the United States combat mission in Iraq was over.[336] On October 21, 2011 President Obama announced that all U.S. troops would leave Iraq in time to be "home for the holidays".[337]

In June 2014, following the capture of Mosul[image: External link] by Daesh[image: External link], Obama sent 275 troops to provide support and security for U.S. personnel and the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. Daesh continued to gain ground and to commit widespread massacres and ethnic cleansing[image: External link].[338][339]

In August 2014, during the Sinjar massacre[image: External link], Obama ordered a campaign of U.S. airstrikes against Daesh[image: External link].[340]

By the end of 2014, 3,100 American ground troops were committed to the conflict[341] and 16,000 sorties were flown over the battlefield, primarily by U.S. Air Force and Navy pilots.[342]

In the spring of 2015, with the addition of the "Panther Brigade" of the 82nd Airborne Division[image: External link] the number of U.S. ground troops in Iraq surged to 4,400,[343] and by July American-led coalition air forces counted 44,000 sorties over the battlefield.[344]
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 War in Afghanistan




Main article: War in Afghanistan (2001–14)


Early in his presidency, Obama moved to bolster U.S. troop strength in Afghanistan.[345] He announced an increase in U.S. troop levels to 17,000 military personnel in February 2009 to "stabilize a deteriorating situation in Afghanistan", an area he said had not received the "strategic attention, direction and resources it urgently requires".[346] He replaced the military commander in Afghanistan, General David D. McKiernan[image: External link], with former Special Forces[image: External link] commander Lt. Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal[image: External link] in May 2009, indicating that McChrystal's Special Forces experience would facilitate the use of counterinsurgency tactics in the war.[347] On December 1, 2009, Obama announced the deployment of an additional 30,000 military personnel to Afghanistan and proposed to begin troop withdrawals 18 months from that date;[348] this took place in July 2011. David Petraeus[image: External link] replaced McChrystal in June 2010, after McChrystal's staff criticized White House personnel in a magazine article.[349] In February 2013, Obama said the U.S. military would reduce the troop level in Afghanistan from 68,000 to 34,000 U.S. troops by February 2014.[350]

In October 2015, the White House announced a plan to keep U.S. Forces in Afghanistan indefinitely in light of the deteriorating security situation.[351]
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 Israel




In 2011, the United States vetoed a Security Council resolution condemning Israeli settlements[image: External link], with the United States being the only nation to do so.[352] Obama supports the two-state solution[image: External link] to the Arab–Israeli conflict[image: External link] based on the 1967 borders with land swaps.[353]

In June 2011, Obama said that the bond between the United States and Israel is "unbreakable".[354] During the initial years of the Obama administration, the U.S. increased military cooperation with Israel, including increased military aid, re-establishment of the U.S.-Israeli Joint Political Military Group[image: External link] and the Defense Policy Advisory Group, and an increase in visits among high-level military officials of both countries.[355] The Obama administration asked Congress to allocate money toward funding the Iron Dome[image: External link] program in response to the waves of Palestinian rocket attacks on Israel[image: External link].[356]

In 2013, Jeffrey Goldberg[image: External link] reported that, in Obama's view, "with each new settlement announcement, Netanyahu is moving his country down a path toward near-total isolation."[357]

In 2014, Obama likened the Zionist movement[image: External link] to the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] in the United States. He said that both movements seek to bring justice and equal rights to historically persecuted peoples. He explained, "To me, being pro-Israel and pro-Jewish is part and parcel with the values that I've been fighting for since I was politically conscious and started getting involved in politics."[358] Obama expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself during the 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict[image: External link].[359]

On December 23, 2016 under the Obama Administration, the United States abstained from United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334[image: External link], effectively allowing it to pass.[360] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] strongly criticized the Administration's actions,[361][362] and the Israeli government withdrew its annual dues from the organization, which totaled $6 million in United States dollars[image: External link], on January 6, 2017.[363] On January 5, 2017, the United States House of Representatives voted 342–80 to condemn the UN Resolution.[364][365]
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 Libya




Main article: 2011 military intervention in Libya[image: External link]


In February 2011, protests in Libya began against long-time dictator Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link] as part of the Arab Spring[image: External link]. They soon turned violent. In March, as forces loyal to Gaddafi advanced on rebels across Libya, calls for a no-fly zone came from around the world, including Europe, the Arab League[image: External link], and a resolution[366] passed unanimously by the U.S. Senate.[367] In response to the unanimous passage of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973[image: External link] on March 17, Gaddafi—who had previously vowed to "show no mercy" to the rebels of Benghazi[368]—announced an immediate cessation of military activities,[369] yet reports came in that his forces continued shelling Misrata[image: External link]. The next day, on Obama's orders, the U.S. military took part in air strikes to destroy the Libyan government's air defense capabilities to protect civilians and enforce a no-fly-zone,[370] including the use of Tomahawk missiles[image: External link], B-2 Spirits[image: External link], and fighter jets.[371][372][373] Six days later, on March 25, by unanimous vote of all of its 28 members, NATO[image: External link] took over leadership of the effort, dubbed Operation Unified Protector[image: External link].[374] Some Representatives[375] questioned whether Obama had the constitutional authority to order military action in addition to questioning its cost, structure and aftermath.[376][377]
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 Syrian Civil War




See also: Foreign involvement in the Syrian Civil War § United States[image: External link]


On August 18, 2011, several months after the start of the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], Obama issued a written statement that said: "The time has come for President Assad[image: External link] to step aside."[378][379] This stance was reaffirmed in November 2015.[380] In 2012, Obama authorized multiple programs run by the CIA and the Pentagon to train anti-Assad rebels.[381] The Pentagon-run program was later found to have failed and was formally abandoned in October 2015.[382][383]

In the wake of a chemical weapons attack[image: External link] in Syria, formally blamed[image: External link] by the Obama administration on the Assad government, Obama chose not to enforce the "red line" he had pledged[384] and, rather than authorise the promised military action against Assad, went along with the Russia-brokered deal that led to Assad giving up chemical weapons[image: External link]; however attacks with chlorine gas[image: External link] continued.[385][386] In 2014, Obama authorized an air campaign aimed primarily at ISIL[image: External link], but repeatedly promised that the U.S. would not deploy ground troops in Syria.[387][388]
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 Death of Osama bin Laden




Main article: Death of Osama bin Laden


Starting with information received from Central Intelligence Agency operatives in July 2010, the CIA developed intelligence over the next several months that determined what they believed to be the hideout of Osama bin Laden. He was living in seclusion in a large compound[image: External link] in Abbottabad[image: External link], Pakistan, a suburban area 35 miles (56 km) from Islamabad[image: External link].[389] CIA head Leon Panetta[image: External link] reported this intelligence to President Obama in March 2011.[389] Meeting with his national security advisers over the course of the next six weeks, Obama rejected a plan to bomb the compound, and authorized a "surgical raid" to be conducted by United States Navy SEALs[image: External link].[389] The operation took place on May 1, 2011, and resulted in the shooting death of bin Laden and the seizure of papers, computer drives and disks from the compound.[390][391] DNA testing was one of five methods used to positively identify bin Laden's corpse,[392] which was buried at sea several hours later.[393] Within minutes of the President's announcement from Washington, DC, late in the evening on May 1, there were spontaneous celebrations around the country as crowds gathered outside the White House, and at New York City's Ground Zero and Times Square[image: External link].[390][394] Reaction to the announcement[image: External link] was positive across party lines, including from former presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush,[395] and from many countries around the world.[396]
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 Iran nuclear talks




Main article: Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link]


In November 2013, Obama's administration opened negotiations[image: External link] with Iran to prevent it from acquiring nuclear weapons[image: External link], which included an interim agreement[image: External link]. Negotiations took two years with numerous delays, with a deal being announced July 14, 2015. The deal, titled the "Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link]", saw the removal of sanctions in exchange for measures that would prevent Iran from producing nuclear weapons. While Obama hailed the agreement as being a step towards a more hopeful world, the deal drew strong criticism from Republican and conservative quarters, and from Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link].[397][398][399]
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 Relations with Cuba




Main article: United States–Cuban Thaw[image: External link]


Since the spring of 2013, secret meetings were conducted between the United States and Cuba in the neutral locations of Canada and Vatican City[image: External link].[400] The Vatican first became involved in 2013 when Pope Francis advised the U.S. and Cuba to exchange prisoners[image: External link] as a gesture of goodwill.[401] On December 10, 2013, Cuban President Raúl Castro[image: External link], in a significant public moment, greeted and shook hands with Obama at the Nelson Mandela memorial service[image: External link] in Johannesburg[image: External link].[402]

In December 2014, after the secret meetings, it was announced that Obama, with Pope Francis as an intermediary, had negotiated a restoration of relations with Cuba, after nearly sixty years of détente.[403] Popularly dubbed the Cuban Thaw[image: External link], The New Republic deemed the Cuban Thaw to be "Obama's finest foreign policy achievement."[404] On July 1, 2015, President Barack Obama announced that formal diplomatic relations between Cuba and the United States would resume, and embassies would be opened in Washington and Havana[image: External link].[405] The countries' respective "interests sections" in one another's capitals were upgraded to embassies on July 20 and August 13, 2015, respectively.[406]

Obama visited Havana, Cuba for two days in March 2016, becoming the first sitting U.S. President to arrive since Calvin Coolidge in 1928.[407]
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 Africa




Obama spoke in front of the African Union[image: External link] in Addis Ababa[image: External link], Ethiopia, on July 29, 2015, the first sitting U.S. president to do so. He gave a speech encouraging the world to increase economic ties via investments and trade with the continent, and lauded the progresses made in education[image: External link], infrastructure, and economy[image: External link]. He also criticized the lack of democracy and leaders who refuse to step aside, discrimination against minorities ( LGBT[image: External link] people, religious groups and ethnicities), and corruption. He suggested an intensified democratization[image: External link] and free trade, to significantly improve the quality of life for Africans.[408][409] During his July 2015 trip, Obama also was the first U.S. president ever to visit[image: External link] Kenya, which is the homeland of his father.[410]
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 Hiroshima speech




On May 27, 2016, 2½ months before the 71st anniversary of the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima[image: External link] that ended World War II, Obama became the first sitting American president to visit Hiroshima[image: External link], Japan. Accompanied by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe[image: External link], Obama paid tribute to the victims of the bombing at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum[image: External link].[411]
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 Russia




See also: Russia–United States relations § Obama's tenure (2009–2017)[image: External link]


After Russia's invasion of Crimea[image: External link] in 2014, military intervention[image: External link] in Syria in 2015, and the interference in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link][412] in the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Obama's Russia policy was widely seen as a failure.[413] George Robertson[image: External link], a former UK defense secretary and NATO secretary-general, said that Obama had "allowed Putin to jump back on the world stage and test the resolve of the West", adding that the legacy of this disaster would last.[414]
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 Cultural and political image




Main article: Public image of Barack Obama[image: External link]


See also: International reaction to the United States presidential election, 2008[image: External link] and International reactions to the United States presidential election, 2012[image: External link]


Obama's family history, upbringing, and Ivy League[image: External link] education differ markedly from those of African-American politicians who launched their careers in the 1960s through participation in the civil rights movement[image: External link].[415] Expressing puzzlement over questions about whether he is "black enough", Obama told an August 2007 meeting of the National Association of Black Journalists[image: External link] that "we're still locked in this notion that if you appeal to white folks then there must be something wrong."[416] Obama acknowledged his youthful image in an October 2007 campaign speech, saying: "I wouldn't be here if, time and again, the torch had not been passed to a new generation."[417]

Obama is frequently referred to as an exceptional orator.[418] During his pre-inauguration transition period and continuing into his presidency, Obama has delivered a series of weekly Internet video addresses.[419] Former presidential campaign surrogate and Georgetown professor, Michael Eric Dyson, is both critical and sympathetic of President Obama's leadership in race relations, indicating that Obama's speeches and action on racial disparity and justice have been somewhat reactive and reluctant when, especially in the later part of his second term, racial violence demanded immediate presidential action and conversation.[420]

According to the Gallup Organization[image: External link], Obama began his presidency with a 68% approval rating[421] before gradually declining for the rest of the year, and eventually bottoming out at 41% in August 2010,[422] a trend similar to Ronald Reagan's and Bill Clinton's first years in office.[423] He experienced a small poll bounce shortly after the death of Osama bin Laden on May 2, 2011. This bounce lasted until around June 2011, when his approval numbers dropped back to where they were previously.[424][425] His approval ratings rebounded around the same time as his reelection in 2012, with polls showing an average job approval of 52% shortly after his second inauguration.[426] Despite approval ratings dropping to 39% in late-2013 due to the ACA roll-out, they climbed to 50% in January 2015 according to Gallup.[427]

Polls showed strong support for Obama in other countries both before and during his presidency.[428][429] In a February 2009 poll conducted in Western Europe and the U.S. by Harris Interactive[image: External link] for France 24[image: External link] and the International Herald Tribune[image: External link], Obama was rated as the most respected world leader, as well as the most powerful.[430] In a similar poll conducted by Harris in May 2009, Obama was rated as the most popular world leader, as well as the one figure most people would pin their hopes on for pulling the world out of the economic downturn.[431][432]

Obama won Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link] Grammy Awards[image: External link] for abridged audiobook[image: External link] versions of Dreams from My Father[image: External link] in February 2006 and for The Audacity of Hope[image: External link] in February 2008.[433] His concession speech[image: External link] after the New Hampshire primary was set to music by independent artists as the music video "Yes We Can[image: External link]", which was viewed 10 million times on YouTube in its first month[434] and received a Daytime Emmy Award[image: External link].[435] In December 2008 and in 2012, Time magazine named Obama as its Person of the Year.[436] The 2008 awarding was for his historic candidacy and election, which Time described as "the steady march of seemingly impossible accomplishments".[437] On May 25, 2011, Obama became the first President of the United States to address both houses of the UK Parliament[image: External link] in Westminster Hall[image: External link], London. This was only the fifth occurrence since the start of the 20th century, of a head of state being extended this invitation, following Charles de Gaulle[image: External link] in 1960, Nelson Mandela in 1996, Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in 2002 and Pope Benedict XVI[image: External link] in 2010.[438][439]

On October 9, 2009, the Norwegian Nobel Committee[image: External link] announced that Obama had won the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] "for his extraordinary efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples".[440] Obama accepted this award in Oslo[image: External link], Norway on December 10, 2009, with "deep gratitude and great humility."[441] The award drew a mixture of praise and criticism from world leaders and media figures.[442][443][444][445][446][447][448] Obama's peace prize was called a "stunning surprise" by The New York Times.[449] Obama is the fourth U.S. president to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize and the third to become a Nobel laureate while in office.[450] Obama's Nobel Prize has been viewed skeptically in subsequent years, especially after the director of the Nobel Institute, Geir Lundestad[image: External link], said Obama's Peace Prize did not have the desired effect.[451]
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 Post-presidency




Barack Obama's presidency ended at noon on January 20, 2017, immediately following the inauguration of his Republican successor, Donald Trump. After the inauguration, Obama lifted off on Executive One[image: External link], circled the White House, and flew to Joint Base Andrews[image: External link].[452] The family rented a house in Kalorama, Washington, D.C.[image: External link][453]

During the 2017 Democratic National Committee chairmanship election[image: External link], the Obama administration pushed for Tom Perez to run against Keith Ellison and President Barack Obama personally called DNC members to vote for Perez.[454]

On March 2, 2017, the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] awarded the annual Profile in Courage Award[image: External link] to Obama "for his enduring commitment to democratic ideals and elevating the standard of political courage."[455]

On April 24, 2017, in his first public appearance out of office, Obama appeared at a seminar at the University of Chicago[image: External link] aimed at the engagement with a new generation as well as an appeal for their participation in politics.[456]

On May 4, 2017, three days ahead of the French presidential election[image: External link], Obama endorsed Emmanuel Macron[image: External link]: "He appeals to people’s hopes and not their fears, and I enjoyed speaking to Emmanuel recently to hear about his independent movement and his vision for the future of France."[457] Macron went on to win the election.

On May 9, 2017, Obama delivered a speech urging for election participation and research during a food innovation summit in Milan, Italy[image: External link], saying in part, "if you don't vote and you don't pay attention, you'll get policies that don't reflect your interest."[458]

While in Berlin[image: External link] on May 25, Obama made a joint public appearance with Chancellor Merkel where he stressed inclusion and for leaders to question themselves, Obama having been formally invited to Berlin while still in office as part of an effort to boost Merkel's re-election campaign.[459]

Obama traveled to Kensington Palace[image: External link] in England[image: External link] and met with Prince Harry[image: External link] on May 27, 2017; Obama tweeted afterward that the two discussed their foundations and offering condolences in the wake of the Manchester Arena bombing[image: External link] that occurred five days prior.[460]

On June 1, after President Trump announced his withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Agreement[image: External link], Obama released a statement disagreeing with the choice: "But even in the absence of American leadership; even as this administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future; I'm confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we've got."[461]

Barack Obama gave a public speech in Montreal on June 6, 2017.[462]

After the Congressional baseball shooting[image: External link], Obama telephoned Senator Jeff Flake[image: External link] to express condolences for the victims and to request Flake inform House Majority Whip Steve Scalise[image: External link], injured during the shooting, of his sentiments for him.[463]
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Main article: Barack Obama Presidential Center[image: External link]


The Obama Presidential Center is the planned presidential library[image: External link] of Barack Obama. The center will be hosted by the University of Chicago[image: External link], and will be located in Jackson Park[image: External link] on the South Side[image: External link] of Chicago, Illinois. Once completed, it will become the 14th site in the National Archives and Records Administration's presidential library system.[464]
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Obama's most significant legacy is generally considered to be the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], provisions of which went into effect from 2010 to 2020. Together with the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act[image: External link] amendment, it represents the most significant regulatory overhaul of the U.S. healthcare system[image: External link] since the passage of Medicare and Medicaid[image: External link] in 1965.[465]

Many commentators credit Obama with averting a threatened depression and pulling the country out of the "Great Recession".[465] According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics[image: External link], the Obama administration created 11.3 million jobs from the month after the first inauguration of Barack Obama to the end of his term.[466]

In 2009, President Obama signed into law the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010[image: External link], which contained in it the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act[image: External link], the first addition to existing federal hate crime in the United States since Democratic President Bill Clinton signed into law the Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996. The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act expanded existing federal hate crime laws in the United States[image: External link] to apply to crimes motivated by a victim's actual or perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability, and dropped the prerequisite that the victim be engaging in a federally protected activity.

In 2010, President Obama signed into effect the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link]. Passed as a response to the financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link], it brought the most significant changes to financial regulation[image: External link] in the United States since the regulatory reform that followed the Great Depression under Democratic President Franklin D. Roosevelt.[467]

In 2011, the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010[image: External link] went into effect, bringing an end to "don't ask, don't tell[image: External link]" policy in the US armed forces that banned open service from LGB[image: External link] people. Obama succeeded in allowing open military service for LGB people in the US armed forces where his Democratic predecessor, US President Bill Clinton, had failed to do so; the Clinton administration[image: External link] having instead enacted the compromise "don't ask, don't tell" policy. In 2016, the Obama administration brought an end to the ban on transgender[image: External link] people serving openly in the US armed forces.[468][215]

President Obama continued the drone strikes[image: External link] that President George W. Bush started during his presidency in Afghanistan[image: External link], Iraq, Pakistan[image: External link], Somalia[image: External link], and Yemen[image: External link]. Obama also ordered drone strikes in Libya[image: External link] in 2011, the Philippines[image: External link] in 2012, and Syria[image: External link] in 2014.[469] Obama left about 9,800 US troops in Afghanistan[image: External link], 5,262 US troops in Iraq, 503 US troops in Syria, 133 US troops in Pakistan, 106 US troops in Somalia, 7 US troops in Yemen, and 2 US troops in Libya at the end of his presidency.[470][471]

According to Pew Research Center and United States Bureau of Justice Statistics[image: External link], from December 31, 2009 to December 31, 2015, that inmates sentenced in US federal custody declined by 5% under US President Obama. This is the largest decline in sentenced inmates in US federal custody since Democrat US President Jimmy Carter[image: External link]. By contrast, the federal prison population increased significantly under US president Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush.[472]

A 2017 C-SPAN Presidential Historians Survey ranked Obama as the 12th best US president.[473][474]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	
United States Senate career of Barack Obama[image: External link] (2005 - 2008)

	
Presidency of Barack Obama

	First 100 days of Barack Obama's presidency[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2009)[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2010)[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2011)[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2012)[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2013)[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2014)[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2015)[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2016)[image: External link]

	Timeline of the presidency of Barack Obama (2017)[image: External link]








[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Books written





	
Dreams from My Father[image: External link], 1995

	
The Audacity of Hope[image: External link], 2006

	
Of Thee I Sing[image: External link], 2010




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Politics





	Political positions of Barack Obama[image: External link]

	Social policy of Barack Obama[image: External link]

	DREAM Act[image: External link]

	Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986[image: External link]

	List of international presidential trips made by Barack Obama[image: External link]

	Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012[image: External link]

	Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009[image: External link]

	National Broadband Plan (United States)[image: External link]

	Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy[image: External link]

	Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link]

	SPEECH Act[image: External link]

	Stay with It[image: External link]

	Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010[image: External link]

	American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link]

	White House Office of Energy and Climate Change Policy[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other





	Speeches of Barack Obama[image: External link]

	Barack Obama Presidential Center[image: External link]

	Roberts Court[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Lists





	Assassination threats against Barack Obama[image: External link]

	List of people pardoned by Barack Obama[image: External link]

	Federal political scandals, 2009–17[image: External link]

	List of Barack Obama presidential campaign endorsements, 2008[image: External link]

	List of Barack Obama presidential campaign endorsements, 2012[image: External link]

	List of African-American United States Senators[image: External link]

	List of things named after Barack Obama[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes and references





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^

	"Barak"[image: External link]. Merriam-Webster Dictionary[image: External link].

	"Hussein"[image: External link]. Merriam-Webster Dictionary[image: External link].

	"Obama"[image: External link]. Merriam-Webster Dictionary[image: External link].





	
^

	"Barak"[image: External link]. Dictionary.com[image: External link] Unabridged. Random House[image: External link].

	"Hussein"[image: External link]. Dictionary.com[image: External link] Unabridged. Random House[image: External link].

	"Obama"[image: External link]. Dictionary.com[image: External link] Unabridged. Random House[image: External link].





	
^ "Obama leaving office at 60% approval rating"[image: External link]. UPI. Retrieved 2017-02-26.


	
^ Director, Jennifer Agiesta, CNN Polling. "Obama approval hits 60% as end of term approaches"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved 2017-02-26.


	
^ "President Barack Obama"[image: External link]. The White House. 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 26 October 2009. Retrieved December 12, 2008.


	
^ "Certificate of Live Birth: Barack Hussein Obama II, August 4, 1961, 7:24 pm, Honolulu"[image: External link] (PDF). Department of Health, State of Hawaii. The White House. April 27, 2011. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on March 3, 2017. Retrieved March 11, 2017.


	
^ Maraniss, David (August 24, 2008). "Though Obama had to leave to find himself, it is Hawaii that made his rise possible"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A22. Retrieved October 28, 2008.


	
^ Nakaso, Dan (December 22, 2008). "Twin sisters, Obama on parallel paths for years"[image: External link]. The Honolulu Advertiser[image: External link]. p. B1. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Rudin, Ken (December 23, 2009). "Today's Junkie segment on TOTN: a political review Of 2009"[image: External link]. Talk of the Nation (Political Junkie blog). NPR. Retrieved April 18, 2010. We began with the historic inauguration on January 20 – yes, the first president ever born in Hawaii


	
^ Barreto, Amílcar Antonio; O’Bryant, Richard L. (2013-11-12). "Introduction". American Identity in the Age of Obama[image: External link]. Taylor & Francis. pp. 18–19. ISBN  9781317937159[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 May 2017.


	
^ Obama (1995, 2004), p. 12.


	
^ Smolenyak, Megan Smolenyak (November–December 2008). "The quest for Obama's Irish roots"[image: External link]. Ancestry. 26 (6): 46–47, 49. ISSN  1075-475X[image: External link]. Retrieved December 20, 2011.

	Smolenyak, Megan (May 9, 2011). "Tracing Barack Obama's Roots to Moneygall"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved May 19, 2011.

	Rising, David; Noelting, Christoph (June 4, 2009). "Researchers: Obama has German roots"[image: External link]. USAToday.com. Associated Press. Retrieved May 13, 2010.

	Hutton, Brian; Nickerson, Matthew (May 3, 2007). "For sure, Obama's South Side Irish; One of his roots traces back to small village"[image: External link] (paid archive). Chicago Sun-Times. Press Association of Ireland. p. 3. Retrieved November 24, 2008.

	Jordon, Mary (May 13, 2007). "Tiny Irish village is latest place to claim Obama as its own"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A14. Retrieved May 13, 2007.

	David Williamson (July 5, 2008). "Wales link in US presidential candidate's past"[image: External link]. www.walesonline.co.uk. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 21, 2011. Retrieved April 30, 2011.





	
^ Jones, Tim (March 27, 2007). "Barack Obama: Mother not just a girl from Kansas; Stanley Ann Dunham shaped a future senator"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 1 (Tempo).


	
^ a b Obama (1995, 2004), pp. 9–10.

	Scott (2011), pp. 80–86.

	Jacobs (2011), pp. 115–118.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 154–160.





	
^ Ripley, Amanda (April 9, 2008). "The story of Barack Obama's mother"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved April 9, 2007.


	
^ Scott (2011), p. 86.

	Jacobs (2011), pp. 125–127.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 160–163.





	
^ Scott (2011), pp. 87–93.

	Jacobs (2011), pp. 115–118, 125–127, 133–161.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 170–183, 188–189.





	
^ Scott (2011), pp. 142–144.

	Jacobs (2011), pp. 161–177, 227–230.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 190–194, 201–209, 227–230.





	
^ Ochieng, Philip (November 1, 2004). "From home squared to the US Senate: how Barack Obama was lost and found"[image: External link]. The EastAfrican[image: External link]. Nairobi. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 27, 2007.

	Merida, Kevin (December 14, 2007). "The ghost of a father"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A12. Retrieved June 25, 2008.

	Jacobs (2011), pp. 251–255.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 411–417.





	
^ Serrano, Richard A. (March 11, 2007). "Obama's peers didn't see his angst"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. p. A20. Retrieved March 13, 2007.

	Obama (1995, 2004), Chapters 4 and 5.





	
^ Scott (2011), pp. 97–103.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 195–201, 225–230.





	
^ Maraniss (2012), pp. 195–201, 209–223, 230–244.


	
^ Maraniss (2012), pp. 216, 221, 230, 234–244.


	
^ "Barack Obama: Calvert Homeschooler? – Calvert Education Blog"[image: External link]. calverteducation.com. Retrieved November 25, 2015.


	
^ Meacham, Jon (August 22, 2008). "What Barack Obama Learned from His Father"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 9, 2017. Retrieved January 9, 2017.


	
^ Serafin, Peter (March 21, 2004). "Punahou grad stirs up Illinois politics"[image: External link]. Honolulu Star-Bulletin[image: External link]. Retrieved March 20, 2008.

	Scott, Janny (March 14, 2008). "A free-spirited wanderer who set Obama's path"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved November 18, 2011.

	Obama (1995, 2004), Chapters 3 and 4.

	Scott (2012), pp. 131–134.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 264–269.





	
^ Wolffe, Richard (March 22, 2008). "When Barry Became Barack"[image: External link]. Newsweek[image: External link]. Retrieved March 21, 2016.


	
^ Scott (2011), pp. 139–157.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 279–281.





	
^ Scott (2011), pp. 157–194.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 279–281, 324–326.





	
^ Scott (2011), pp. 214, 294, 317–346.


	
^ Reyes, B.J. (February 8, 2007). "Punahou left lasting impression on Obama"[image: External link]. Honolulu Star-Bulletin. Retrieved February 10, 2007. As a teenager, Obama went to parties and sometimes sought out gatherings on military bases or at the University of Hawaii that were mostly attended by blacks.


	
^ Elliott, Philip (November 21, 2007). "Obama gets blunt with N.H. students"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Associated Press. p. 8A. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 7, 2012. Retrieved May 18, 2012.


	
^ Karl, Jonathan (May 25, 2012). "Obama and his pot-smoking "choom gang" "[image: External link]. ABC News. Retrieved May 25, 2012.

	Obama, Barack (2004) [1995]. Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance[image: External link]. pp. 93–94. Retrieved June 3, 2016.

	Maraniss, David (2012). Barack Obama: The Story[image: External link]. pages with "choom gang". Retrieved June 3, 2016.

	for analysis of the political impact of the quote and Obama's more recent admission that he smoked marijuana as a teenager ("When I was a kid, I inhaled"), see:

	Seelye, Katharine Q. (October 24, 2006). "Obama offers more variations from the norm"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A21. Retrieved October 29, 2006.

	Romano, Lois (January 3, 2007). "Effect of Obama's candor remains to be seen"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A1. Retrieved January 14, 2007.





	
^ "FRONTLINE The Choice 2012"[image: External link]. PBS. October 9, 2012. Retrieved October 29, 2012.


	
^ a b Gordon, Larry (January 29, 2007). "Occidental recalls 'Barry' Obama"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. p. B1. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 24, 2010. Retrieved May 12, 2010.

	Possley, Maurice (March 30, 2007). "Activism blossomed in college"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 20. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 9, 2010. Retrieved May 12, 2010.

	Kovaleski, Serge F. (February 9, 2008). "Old friends say drugs played bit part in Obama's young life"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved May 12, 2010.

	Rohter, Larry (April 10, 2008). "Obama says real-life experience trumps rivals' foreign policy credits"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A18. Retrieved May 12, 2010.

	Adam Goldman; Robert Tanner (May 15, 2008). "Old friends recall Obama's years in LA, NYC"[image: External link]. USA Today. Associated Press. Retrieved May 12, 2010.

	Helman, Scott (August 25, 2008). "Small college awakened future senator to service (subscription archive)"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. p. 1A. Retrieved May 12, 2010.

	Jackson, Brooks (June 5, 2009). "More 'birther' nonsense: Obama's 1981 Pakistan trip"[image: External link]. FactCheck.org. Retrieved May 12, 2010.

	Remnick, David (2010). The Bridge: The Life and Rise of Barack Obama[image: External link]. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. pp. 98–112. ISBN  978-1-4000-4360-6[image: External link].

	Obama (1995, 2004), pp. 92–112.

	Mendell (2007), pp. 55–62.





	
^ Boss-Bicak, Shira (January 2005). "Barack Obama '83"[image: External link]. Columbia College Today. ISSN  0572-7820[image: External link]. Retrieved October 1, 2006.


	
^ "Remarks by the President in Town Hall"[image: External link]. whitehouse.gov. June 26, 2014. Retrieved October 15, 2016.


	
^ "The Approval Matrix"[image: External link]. New York. August 27, 2012.


	
^ Obama, Barack (1998). "Curriculum vitae"[image: External link]. The University of Chicago Law School. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 9, 2001. Retrieved October 1, 2006.

	Issenberg, Sasha (August 6, 2008). "Obama shows hints of his year in global finance; Tied markets to social aid"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. p. 1A. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 9, 2008. Retrieved August 6, 2008.





	
^ Scott, Janny (July 30, 2007). "Obama's account of New York often differs from what others say"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. B1. Retrieved July 31, 2007.

	Obama (1995, 2004), pp. 133–140.

	Mendell (2007), pp. 62–63.





	
^ a b c d Chassie, Karen, ed. (2007). Who's Who in America, 2008. New Providence, NJ: Marquis Who's Who. p. 3468. ISBN  978-0-8379-7011-0[image: External link].


	
^ Fink, Jason (November 9, 2008). "Obama stood out, even during brief 1985 NYPIRG job"[image: External link]. Newsday.


	
^ "Keeping Hope Alive: Barack Obama Puts Family First"[image: External link]. The Oprah Winfrey Show. October 18, 2006. Retrieved June 24, 2008.


	
^ Fornek, Scott (September 9, 2007). "Half Siblings: 'A Complicated Family' "[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 18, 2010. Retrieved June 24, 2008. See also:"Interactive Family Tree"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. September 9, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 3, 2008. Retrieved June 24, 2008.


	
^ Fornek, Scott (September 9, 2007). "Madelyn Payne Dunham: 'A Trailblazer' "[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 14, 2009. Retrieved June 24, 2008.


	
^ "Obama's grandmother dies after battle with cancer"[image: External link]. CNN. November 3, 2008. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 3, 2008. Retrieved November 4, 2008.


	
^ Smolenyak, Megan (May 9, 2011). "Tracing Barack Obama's Roots to Moneygall"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post.


	
^ Obama (1995, 2004), p. 13. For reports on Obama's maternal genealogy, including slave owners, Irish connections, and common ancestors with George W. Bush, Dick Cheney, and Harry S. Truman, see: Nitkin, David; Harry Merritt (March 2, 2007). "A New Twist to an Intriguing Family History"[image: External link]. The Baltimore Sun. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 30, 2007. Retrieved June 24, 2008.Jordan, Mary (May 13, 2007). "Tiny Irish Village Is Latest Place to Claim Obama as Its Own"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved June 24, 2008."Obama's Family Tree Has a Few Surprises"[image: External link]. CBS 2 (Chicago). Associated Press. September 8, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 2, 2008. Retrieved June 24, 2008.


	
^ Zimmer, Benjamin (2009). "Obama's Indonesian Redux"[image: External link]. Language Log. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 3, 2009. Retrieved March 12, 2009.

	"Obama: Saya Kangen Nasi Goreng, Bakso, dan Rambutan"[image: External link]. Kompas[image: External link] (in Indonesian). November 26, 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 3, 2008.





	
^ Zimmer, Benjamin (January 23, 2009). "Obama's Indonesian pleasantries: the video"[image: External link]. Language Log. University of Pennsylvania[image: External link]. Retrieved October 7, 2012.


	
^ Kantor, Jodi (June 1, 2007). "One Place Where Obama Goes Elbow to Elbow"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 1, 2009. Retrieved April 28, 2008. See also: "The Love of the Game"[image: External link] (video). Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel. HBO. April 15, 2008. Retrieved October 12, 2011.


	
^ Stolberg, Sheryl Gay; Kirkpatrick, David D.; Shane, Scott (January 22, 2009). "On First Day, Obama Quickly Sets a New Tone"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. 1. Retrieved September 7, 2012.


	
^ Silva, Mark (August 25, 2008). "Barack Obama: White Sox 'serious' ball"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 29, 2008.


	
^ "Barack Obama Explains White Sox Jacket, Talks Nats in All-Star Booth Visit"[image: External link]. MLB Fanhouse. July 14, 2009. Retrieved December 6, 2009.


	
^ Branigin, William (January 30, 2009). "Steelers Win Obama's Approval"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. But other than the Bears, the Steelers are probably the team that's closest to my heart.


	
^ Mayer, Larry (October 7, 2011). "1985 Bears honored by President Obama"[image: External link]. Chicago Bears[image: External link]. Retrieved November 4, 2012.


	
^ a b Hosie, Rachel (3 May 2017). "BEFORE MICHELLE: THE STORY OF BARACK OBAMA'S PROPOSAL TO SHEILA MIYOSHI JAGER"[image: External link]. The Independent. Retrieved 11 May 2017.


	
^ a b Tobias, Andrew J. (May 3, 2017). "Oberlin College professor received unsuccessful marriage proposal from Barack Obama in 1980s, new biography reveals"[image: External link]. The Plain Dealer. Retrieved 11 May 2017.


	
^ Obama (2006), pp. 327–332. See also:Brown, Sarah (December 7, 2005). "Obama '85 masters balancing act"[image: External link]. The Daily Princetonian. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 20, 2009. Retrieved February 9, 2009.


	
^ Obama (2006), p. 329.


	
^ Fornek, Scott (October 3, 2007). "Michelle Obama: 'He Swept Me Off My Feet' "[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 18, 2010. Retrieved April 28, 2008.


	
^ Martin, Jonathan (July 4, 2008). "Born on the 4th of July"[image: External link]. Politico. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 10, 2008. Retrieved July 10, 2008.


	
^ Obama (1995, 2004), p. 440, and Obama (2006), pp. 339–340. See also:"Election 2008 Information Center: Barack Obama"[image: External link]. Gannett News Service. Retrieved April 28, 2008.


	
^ "Obamas choose private Sidwell Friends School"[image: External link]. International Herald Tribune. November 22, 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 29, 2009. Retrieved July 2, 2015.


	
^ Cooper, Helene (April 13, 2009). "One Obama Search Ends With a Puppy Named Bo"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
^ Feldmann, Linda (August 20, 2013). "New little girl arrives at White House. Meet Sunny Obama. (+video)"[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link]. Retrieved August 20, 2013.


	
^ Zeleny, Jeff (December 24, 2005). "The first time around: Sen. Obama's freshman year"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 13, 2011. Retrieved April 28, 2008.


	
^ Slevin, Peter (December 17, 2006). "Obama says he regrets land deal with fundraiser"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved June 10, 2008.

	Robinson, Mike (June 4, 2008). "Rezko found guilty in corruption case"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Associated Press. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 7, 2008. Retrieved June 24, 2008.





	
^ Harris, Marlys (December 7, 2007). "Obama's Money"[image: External link]. CNNMoney.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 24, 2008. Retrieved April 28, 2008.

See also:Goldfarb, Zachary A (March 24, 2007). "Measuring Wealth of the '08 Candidates"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 28, 2008.


	
^ Zeleny, Jeff (April 17, 2008). "Book Sales Lifted Obamas' Income in 2007 to a Total of $4.2 Million"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 16, 2009. Retrieved April 28, 2008.


	
^ Shear, Michael D.; Hilzenrath, David S. (April 16, 2010). "Obamas report $5.5 million in income on 2009 tax return"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
^ Solman, Paul (April 18, 2011). "How Much Did President Obama Make in 2010?"[image: External link]. PBS NewsHour[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 2, 2011. Retrieved January 27, 2012.


	
^ Solman, Paul (April 27, 2011). "The Obamas Gave $131,000 to Fisher House Foundation in 2010; What Is It?"[image: External link]. PBS NewsHour[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 29, 2014. Retrieved January 27, 2012.


	
^ Wolf, Richard (May 16, 2012). "Obama worth as much as $10 million"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved June 16, 2012.


	
^ Elsner, Alan (December 7, 2008). Obama says he won't be smoking in White House"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved February 28, 2010.


	
^ Zengerle, Patricia (February 8, 2011). "Yes, he did: first lady says Obama quit smoking"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved May 9, 2011.


	
^ Obama, Barack (August 4, 2016). "Glamour Exclusive: President Barack Obama Says, "This Is What a Feminist Looks Like" "[image: External link]. Glamour. Retrieved August 5, 2016.


	
^ Victor, Daniel (August 4, 2016). "Obama Writes Feminist Essay in Glamour"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 5, 2016.


	
^ Kelly, Cara (August 4, 2016). "President Obama in 'Glamour': It's important Sasha and Malia's dad is a feminist"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved August 5, 2016.


	
^ * "American President: Barack Obama"[image: External link]. Miller Center of Public Affairs, University of Virginia. 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 23, 2009. Retrieved January 23, 2009. Religion: Christian

	"The Truth about Barack's Faith"[image: External link] (PDF). Obama for America. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on January 5, 2011. Retrieved July 1, 2012.

	Miller, Lisa (July 18, 2008). "Finding his faith"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 6, 2010. Retrieved February 4, 2010. He is now a Christian, having been baptized in the early 1990s at Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago.

	Barakat, Matthew (November 17, 2008). "Obama's church choice likely to be scrutinized; D.C. churches have started extending invitations to Obama and his family"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Associated Press. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 24, 2009. Retrieved January 20, 2009. The United Church of Christ, the denomination from which Obama resigned when he left Wright's church, issued a written invitation to join a UCC denomination in Washington and resume his connections to the church.

	"Barack Obama, long time UCC member, inaugurated forty-fourth U.S. President"[image: External link]. United Church of Christ. January 20, 2009. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 25, 2009. Retrieved January 21, 2009. Barack Obama, who spent more than 20 years as a UCC member, is the forty-fourth President of the United States.

	Sullivan, Amy (June 29, 2009). "The Obama's find a church home – away from home"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved February 5, 2010. instead of joining a congregation in Washington, D.C., he will follow in George W. Bush's footsteps and make his primary place of worship Evergreen Chapel, the nondenominational church at Camp David.

	Kornblut, Anne E. (February 4, 2010). "Obama's spirituality is largely private, but it's influential, advisers say"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A6. Retrieved February 5, 2010. Obama prays privately ... And when he takes his family to Camp David on the weekends, a Navy chaplain ministers to them, with the daughters attending a form of Sunday school there.





	
^ Obama (2006), pp. 202–208. Portions excerpted in: Obama, Barack (October 16, 2006). "My Spiritual Journey"[image: External link]. Time. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 30, 2008. Retrieved April 28, 2008.

	Obama, Barack (June 28, 2006). "'Call to Renewal' Keynote Address"[image: External link]. Barack Obama: U.S. Senator for Illinois. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 4, 2009. Retrieved June 16, 2008.





	
^ Pulliam, Sarah; Olsen, Ted (January 23, 2008). "Q&A: Barack Obama"[image: External link]. Christianity Today. Retrieved January 4, 2013.


	
^ Charles Babington; Darlene Superville (September 28, 2010). "Obama 'Christian By Choice': President Responds To Questioner"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Associated Press. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 11, 2011.


	
^ "President Obama: 'I am a Christian By Choice...The Precepts of Jesus Spoke to Me' "[image: External link]. ABC News[image: External link]. September 29, 2010. Retrieved December 27, 2016.


	
^ Garrett, Major; Obama, Barack (March 14, 2008). "Obama talks to Major Garrett on 'Hannity & Colmes' "[image: External link]. RealClearPolitics. Retrieved November 10, 2012. Major Garrett, Fox News correspondent: So the first question, how long have you been a member in good standing of that church? Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL), presidential candidate: You know, I've been a member since 1991 or '92. And – but I have known Trinity even before then when I was a community organizer on the South Side, helping steel workers find jobs ... Garrett: As a member in good standing, were you a regular attendee of Sunday services? Obama: You know, I won't say that I was a perfect attendee. I was regular in spurts, because there was times when, for example, our child had just been born, our first child. And so we didn't go as regularly then.

	"Obama strongly denounces former pastor"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Associated Press. April 29, 2008. Retrieved November 10, 2012. I have been a member of Trinity United Church of Christ since 1992, and have known Reverend Wright for 20 years," Obama said. "The person I saw yesterday was not the person that I met 20 years ago.

	Miller, Lisa (July 11, 2008). "Finding his faith"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 20, 2013. Retrieved November 10, 2012. He is now a Christian, having been baptized in the early 1990s at Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago.

	Remnick, David (2010). The Bridge: The Life and Rise of Barack Obama[image: External link]. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. p.  177[image: External link]. ISBN  978-1-4000-4360-6[image: External link]. In late October 1987, his third year as an organizer, Obama went with Kellman to a conference on the black church and social justice at the Harvard Divinity School.

	Maraniss (2012), p. 557[image: External link]: It would take time for Obama to join and become fully engaged in Wright's church, a place where he would be baptized and married; that would not happen until later, during his second time around in Chicago, but the process started then, in October 1987 ... Jerry Kellman: "He wasn't a member of the church during those first three years, but he was drawn to Jeremiah."

	
Peter Baker: Obama: The Call of History, New York Times/Callaway, New York, 2017, ISBN 0-935112-90-1[image: External link].





	
^ "Obama's church choice likely to be scrutinized"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Associated Press. November 17, 2008. Retrieved January 20, 2009.


	
^ Parker, Ashley. "As the Obamas Celebrate Christmas, Rituals of Faith Become Less Visible[image: External link]," The New York Times, December 28, 2013. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ Gilgoff, Dan. "TIME Report, White House Reaction Raise More Questions About Obama's Church Hunt[image: External link]," U.S. News & World Report, June 30, 2009. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ "First Lady: We Use Sundays For Naps If We're Not Going To Church[image: External link]," CBS DC, April 22, 2014. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ Lizza, Ryan (March 19, 2007). "The agitator: Barack Obama's unlikely political education"[image: External link]. The New Republic. Vol. 236 no. 12. pp. 22–26, 28–29. ISSN  0028-6583[image: External link]. Retrieved August 21, 2007.

	Bob Secter; John McCormick (March 30, 2007). "Portrait of a pragmatist"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 1. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 14, 2009. Retrieved May 18, 2012.

	Obama (1995, 2004), pp. 140–295.

	Mendell (2007), pp. 63–83.





	
^ a b c Matchan, Linda (February 15, 1990). "A Law Review breakthrough"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. p. 29. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	Corr, John (February 27, 1990). "From mean streets to hallowed halls"[image: External link] (paid archive). The Philadelphia Inquirer. p. C01. Retrieved June 6, 2008.





	
^ Obama, Barack (August–September 1988). "Why organize? Problems and promise in the inner city". Illinois Issues. Vol. 14 no. 8–9. pp. 40–42. ISSN  0738-9663[image: External link]. reprinted in:

Knoepfle, Peg, ed. (1990). After Alinsky: community organizing in Illinois. Springfield, IL: Sangamon State University. pp. 35–40. ISBN  0-9620873-3-5[image: External link]. He has also been a consultant and instructor for the Gamaliel Foundation, an organizing institute working throughout the Midwest.


	
^ Obama, Auma (2012). And then life happens: a memoir. New York: St. Martin's Press. pp. 189–208, 212–216. ISBN  978-1-250-01005-6[image: External link].


	
^ Obama (1995, 2004), pp. 299–437.

	Maraniss (2012), pp. 564–570.





	
^ "Ten O'Clock News; Derrick Bell threatens to leave Harvard"[image: External link], April 24, 1990, 11:34, WGBH[image: External link], American Archive of Public Broadcasting[image: External link] (WGBH and the Library of Congress[image: External link]), Boston and Washington, D.C., accessed September 23, 2016.


	
^ Joey Del Ponte; Somerville Scout Staff. "Something in the Water". Somerville Scout (January/February 2014). p. 26. "Barack Obama lived in the big, ivy-covered brick building at 365 Broadway ... From 1988 to 1991, the future president resided in a basement apartment while attending Harvard Law School."


	
^ a b Michael Levenson; Jonathan Saltzman (January 28, 2007). "At Harvard Law, a unifying voice"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. p. 1A. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	Kantor, Jodi (January 28, 2007). "In law school, Obama found political voice"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	Mundy, Liza (August 12, 2007). "A series of fortunate events"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. W10. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	Mendell (2007), pp. 80–92.





	
^ a b Butterfield, Fox (February 6, 1990). "First black elected to head Harvard's Law Review"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A20. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	Ybarra, Michael J (February 7, 1990). "Activist in Chicago now heads Harvard Law Review"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 3. Retrieved October 29, 2011.

	Drummond, Tammerlin (March 12, 1990). "Barack Obama's law; Harvard Law Review's first black president plans a life of public service"[image: External link] (paid archive). Los Angeles Times. p. E1. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	Evans, Gaynelle (March 15, 1990). "Opening another door: The saga of Harvard's Barack H. Obama"[image: External link]. Black Issues in Higher Education. Vol. 7 no. 1. p. 5. ISSN  0742-0277[image: External link]. Retrieved May 18, 2012.

	Pugh, Allison J. (April 18, 1990). "Law Review's first black president aims to help poor"[image: External link]. The Miami Herald. Associated Press. p. C01. Retrieved June 15, 2008.





	
^ Video[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]


	
^ Aguilar, Louis (July 11, 1990). "Survey: Law firms slow to add minority partners"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 1 (Business). Retrieved June 15, 2008.


	
^ Adams, Richard (May 9, 2007). "Barack Obama"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 13, 2008. Retrieved October 26, 2008.


	
^ a b c Scott, Janny (May 18, 2008). "The story of Obama, written by Obama"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	Obama (1995, 2004), pp. xiii–xvii.





	
^ Merriner, James L. (June 2008). "The friends of O"[image: External link]. Chicago. Vol. 57 no. 6. pp. 74–79, 97–99. ISSN  0362-4595[image: External link]. Retrieved January 30, 2010.

	Zengerle, Jason (July 30, 2008). "Con law; What the University of Chicago right thinks of Obama"[image: External link]. The New Republic. 239 (1). pp. 7–8. Retrieved January 30, 2010.

	Kantor, Jodi (July 30, 2008). "Teaching law, testing ideas, Obama stood slightly apart"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved January 30, 2010.

	Gray, Steven (September 10, 2008). "Taking professor Obama's class"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved January 30, 2010.

	Starr, Alexandra (September 21, 2008). "Case study"[image: External link]. The New York Times Magazine. p. 76. Retrieved January 30, 2010.

	Hundley, Tom (March 22, 2009). "Ivory tower of power"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune Magazine. p. 6. Retrieved January 30, 2010.





	
^ "Statement regarding Barack Obama"[image: External link]. University of Chicago Law School. March 27, 2008. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 8, 2008. Retrieved June 5, 2008.

	Miller, Joe (March 28, 2008). "Was Barack Obama really a constitutional law professor?"[image: External link]. FactCheck.org. Retrieved May 18, 2012.

	Holan, Angie Drobnic (March 7, 2008). "Obama's 20 years of experience"[image: External link]. PolitiFact.com. Retrieved June 10, 2008.





	
^ White, Jesse, ed. (2000). Illinois Blue Book, 2000, Millennium ed.[image: External link] (PDF). Springfield, IL: Illinois Secretary of State. p. 83. OCLC  43923973[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 16, 2004. Retrieved June 6, 2008.

	Jarrett, Vernon (August 11, 1992). "'Project Vote' brings power to the people"[image: External link] (paid archive). Chicago Sun-Times. p. 23. Retrieved June 6, 2008.

	Reynolds, Gretchen (January 1993). "Vote of confidence"[image: External link]. Chicago Magazine. 42 (1). pp. 53–54. ISSN  0362-4595[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 14, 2008. Retrieved June 6, 2008.

	Anderson, Veronica (October 3, 1993). "40 under Forty: Barack Obama, Director, Illinois Project Vote". Crain's Chicago Business. 16 (39). p. 43. ISSN  0149-6956[image: External link].





	
^ United States District Court: Northern District of Illinois – CM/ECF LIVE, Ver 3.0 (Chicago) (July 6, 1994). "CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 1:94-cv-04094"[image: External link] (PDF). clearinghouse.net. Retrieved June 3, 2016.


	
^ "Buycks-Roberson v. Citibank Fed. Sav. Bank – Civil Rights Litigation Clearinghouse"[image: External link]. clearinghouse.net. Retrieved November 25, 2015.


	
^ UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT~·':lj FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS EASTERN DIVISION (January 16, 1988). "Settlement Agreement"[image: External link] (PDF). clearinghouse.net. Retrieved June 3, 2016.


	
^ United States District Cuurt For the Northern District of Illinois Eastern Division (May 13, 1998). "Final Judgment and Order of Dismissal"[image: External link] (PDF). clearinghouse.net. Retrieved June 3, 2016.


	
^ Gore, D'Angelo (June 14, 2012). "The Obamas' Law Licenses"[image: External link]. FactCheck.org. Retrieved July 16, 2012.


	
^ Robinson, Mike (February 20, 2007). "Obama got start in civil rights practice"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Associated Press. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	
Pallasch, Abdon M. (December 17, 2007). "As lawyer, Obama was strong, silent type; He was 'smart, innovative, relentless,' and he mostly let other lawyers do the talking"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. p. 4. Retrieved June 15, 2008.(subscription required)


	Morain, Dan (April 6, 2008). "Obama's law days effective but brief"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. p. A14. Retrieved February 14, 2010.

	
"Document"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. June 27, 1993. p. 9 (Business). Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 4, 2013. Retrieved June 15, 2008.(subscription required)


	
"Business appointments"[image: External link]. Chicago-Sun-Times. July 5, 1993. p. 40. Retrieved June 15, 2008.(subscription required)


	Ripley, Amanda (November 3, 2004). "Obama's ascent"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved February 13, 2010.

	"About us"[image: External link]. Miner, Barnhill & Galland – Chicago, Illinois. 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 20, 2008. Retrieved June 15, 2008.

	Reardon, Patrick T. (June 25, 2008). "Obama's Chicago"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 1 (Tempo). Retrieved February 13, 2010.

	Obama (1995, 2004), pp. 438–439.

	Mendell (2007), pp. 104–106.





	
^ Jackson, David; Ray Long (April 3, 2007). "Obama Knows His Way Around a Ballot"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 11, 2008. Retrieved May 18, 2012.

	
White, Jesse[image: External link] (2001). "Legislative Districts of Cook County, 1991 Reapportionment"[image: External link] (PDF). Illinois Blue Book 2001–2002. Springfield: Illinois Secretary of State[image: External link]. p. 65. Retrieved July 16, 2011. State Sen. District 13 = State Rep. Districts 25 & 26.





	
^ Slevin, Peter (February 9, 2007). "Obama Forged Political Mettle in Illinois Capitol"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 20, 2008.Helman, Scott (September 23, 2007). "In Illinois, Obama dealt with Lobbyists"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 16, 2008. Retrieved April 20, 2008. See also:"Obama Record May Be Gold Mine for Critics"[image: External link]. CBS News. Associated Press. January 17, 2007. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 12, 2008. Retrieved April 20, 2008.


	
^ a b Scott, Janny (July 30, 2007). "In Illinois, Obama Proved Pragmatic and Shrewd"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 10, 2008. Retrieved April 20, 2008.


	
^ Allison, Melissa (December 15, 2000). "State takes on predatory lending; Rules would halt single-premium life insurance financing"[image: External link] (paid archive). Chicago Tribune. p. 1 (Business). Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 17, 2008. Retrieved June 1, 2008.Ray Long; Melissa Allison (April 18, 2001). "Illinois OKs predatory loan curbs; State aims to avert home foreclosures"[image: External link] (paid archive). Chicago Tribune. p. 1. Retrieved June 1, 2008.


	
^ "13th District: Barack Obama"[image: External link]. Illinois State Senate Democrats. August 24, 2000. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 12, 2000. Retrieved April 20, 2008."13th District: Barack Obama"[image: External link]. Illinois State Senate Democrats. October 9, 2004. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 2, 2004. Retrieved April 20, 2008.


	
^ "Federal Elections 2000: U.S. House Results – Illinois"[image: External link]. Federal Election Commission[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 28, 2008. Retrieved April 24, 2008.

	Gonyea, Dan (September 19, 2007). "Obama's Loss May Have Aided White House Bid"[image: External link]. NPR. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 18, 2011.

	Scott, Janny (September 9, 2007). "A Streetwise Veteran Schooled Young Obama"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 21, 2008. Retrieved April 20, 2008.

	McClelland, Edward (February 12, 2007). "How Obama Learned to Be a Natural"[image: External link]. Salon. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 8, 2008. Retrieved April 20, 2008.

	Wolffe, Richard; Daren Briscoe (July 16, 2007). "Across the Divide"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 18, 2008. Retrieved April 20, 2008.

	Helman, Scott (October 12, 2007). "Early Defeat Launched a Rapid Political Climb"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved April 20, 2008.

	Wills, Christopher (October 24, 2007). "Obama learned from failed Congress run"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved November 15, 2010.





	
^ Calmes, Jackie (February 23, 2007). "Statehouse Yields Clues to Obama"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 18, 2008. Retrieved April 20, 2008.


	
^ Tavella, Anne Marie (April 14, 2003). "Profiling, taping plans pass Senate"[image: External link] (paid archive). Daily Herald. p. 17. Retrieved June 1, 2008.Haynes, V. Dion (June 29, 2003). "Fight racial profiling at local level, lawmaker says; U.S. guidelines get mixed review"[image: External link] (paid archive). Chicago Tribune. p. 8. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 17, 2008. Retrieved June 1, 2008.Pearson, Rick (July 17, 2003). "Taped confessions to be law; State will be 1st to pass legislation"[image: External link] (paid archive). Chicago Tribune. p. 1 (Metro). Retrieved June 1, 2008.


	
^ Youngman, Sam; Aaron Blake (March 14, 2007). "Obama's Crime Votes Are Fodder for Rivals"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved May 18, 2012. See also:"US Presidential Candidate Obama Cites Work on State Death Penalty Reforms"[image: External link]. International Herald Tribune. Associated Press. November 12, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 7, 2008. Retrieved May 18, 2012.


	
^ Coffee, Melanie (November 6, 2004). "Attorney Chosen to Fill Obama's State Senate Seat"[image: External link]. HPKCC. Associated Press. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 16, 2008. Retrieved April 20, 2008.


	
^ Helman, Scott (October 12, 2007). "Early defeat launched a rapid political climb"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. p. 1A. Retrieved April 13, 2008.


	
^ Strausberg, Chinta (September 26, 2002). "Opposition to war mounts"[image: External link] (paid archive). Chicago Defender. p. 1. Retrieved February 3, 2008.


	
^ Office of the Press Secretary (October 2, 2002). "President, House leadership agree on Iraq resolution"[image: External link]. The White House. Retrieved February 18, 2008.

	
Tackett, Michael (October 3, 2002). "Bush, House OK Iraq deal; Congress marches with Bush"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 1. Retrieved February 3, 2008.(subscription required)






	
^ Glauber, Bill (October 3, 2003). "War protesters gentler, but passion still burns"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 1. Retrieved February 3, 2008.(subscription required)

	Strausberg, Chinta (October 3, 2002). "War with Iraq undermines U.N"[image: External link]. Chicago Defender. p. 1. Retrieved October 28, 2008. Photo caption: Left Photo: Sen. Barack Obama along with Rev. Jesse Jackson spoke to nearly 3,000 anti-war protestors (below) during a rally at Federal Plaza Wednesday.

	Katz, Marilyn (October 2, 2007). "Five years since our first action"[image: External link]. Chicagoans Against War & Injustice. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 21, 2011. Retrieved February 18, 2008.

	
Greg Bryant; Jane B. Vaughn (October 3, 2002). "300 attend rally against Iraq war"[image: External link]. Daily Herald. p. 8. Retrieved October 28, 2008.(subscription required)


	Mendell (2007), pp. 172–177.





	
^ Obama, Barack (October 2, 2002). "Remarks of Illinois State Sen. Barack Obama against going to war with Iraq"[image: External link]. Barack Obama. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 30, 2008. Retrieved February 3, 2008.

	
McCormick, John (October 3, 2007). "Obama marks '02 war speech; Contender highlights his early opposition in effort to distinguish him from his rivals"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 7. Retrieved October 28, 2008. The top strategist for Sen. Barack Obama has just 14 seconds of video of what is one of the most pivotal moments of the presidential candidate's political career. The video, obtained from a Chicago TV station, is of Obama's 2002 speech in opposition to the impending Iraq invasion.(subscription required)


	
Pallasch, Abdon M. (October 3, 2007). "Obama touts anti-war cred; Kicks off tour 5 years after speech critical of going to Iraq"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. p. 26. Retrieved October 28, 2008.(subscription required)






	
^ Ritter, Jim (March 17, 2003). "Anti-war rally here draws thousands"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. p. 3. Retrieved February 3, 2008. (subscription required)

	Office of the Press Secretary (March 16, 2003). "President Bush: Monday 'moment of truth' for world on Iraq"[image: External link] (Press release). The White House. Retrieved February 18, 2008.





	
^ Davey, Monica (March 7, 2004). "Closely watched Illinois Senate race attracts 7 candidates in millionaire range"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. 19. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 16, 2009. Retrieved April 13, 2008.















	
129. ^ Mendell, David (March 17, 2004). "Obama routs Democratic foes; Ryan tops crowded GOP field; Hynes, Hull fall far short across state"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. p. 1. Retrieved March 1, 2009.

	Davey, Monica (March 18, 2004). "As quickly as overnight, a Democratic star is born"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A20. Retrieved March 1, 2009.

	Howlett, Debbie (March 19, 2004). "Dems see a rising star in Illinois Senate candidate"[image: External link]. USA Today. p. A04. Retrieved March 1, 2009.

	Scheiber, Noam (May 31, 2004). "Race against history. Barack Obama's miraculous campaign"[image: External link]. The New Republic. 230 (20). pp. 21–22, 24–26 (cover story). Retrieved March 24, 2009.

	Finnegan, William (May 31, 2004). "The Candidate. How far can Barack Obama go?"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. 20 (14). pp. 32–38. Retrieved March 24, 2009.

	Dionne Jr., E.J. (June 25, 2004). "In Illinois, a star prepares"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A29. Retrieved March 24, 2009.

	Scott, Janny (May 18, 2008). "The story of Obama, written by Obama"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved January 9, 2010.

	Mendell (2007), pp. 235–259.





	
130. ^ Bernstein, David (June 2007). "The Speech"[image: External link]. Chicago Magazine. Retrieved April 13, 2008.


	
131. ^ "Star Power. Showtime: Some are on the rise; others have long been fixtures in the firmament. A galaxy of bright Democratic lights"[image: External link]. Newsweek. August 2, 2004. pp. 48–51. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 18, 2008. Retrieved November 15, 2008.

	Samuel, Terence (August 2, 2004). "A shining star named Obama. How a most unlikely politician became a darling of the Democrats"[image: External link]. U.S. News & World Report. p. 25. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 6, 2008. Retrieved November 15, 2008.

	Lizza, Ryan (September 2004). "Why is Barack Obama generating more excitement among Democrats than John Kerry?"[image: External link]. The Atlantic Monthly. pp. 30, 33. Retrieved November 15, 2008.

	Davey, Monica (July 26, 2004). "A surprise Senate contender reaches his biggest stage yet"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved November 25, 2010.

	Leibovich, Mark (July 27, 2004). "The other man of the hour"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. C1. Retrieved November 15, 2008.

	Milligan, Susan (July 27, 2004). "In Obama, Democrats see their future"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. p. B8. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 18, 2008. Retrieved November 15, 2008.

	Seelye, Katharine Q. (July 28, 2004). "Illinois Senate nominee speaks of encompassing unity"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 24, 2006.

	Broder, David S. (July 28, 2004). "Democrats focus on healing divisions; Addressing convention, newcomers set themes"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A1. Retrieved November 15, 2008.

	Jonathan Bing; Pamela McClintock (July 29, 2004). "Auds resist charms of Dem stars"[image: External link]. Variety. p. 1. Retrieved November 15, 2008.

	Mendell (2007), pp. 272–285.





	
132. ^ "Ryan drops out of Senate race in Illinois"[image: External link]. CNN. June 25, 2004. Retrieved May 18, 2012.

	Mendell (2007), pp. 260–271.





	
133. ^ Lannan, Maura Kelly (August 9, 2004). "Alan Keyes enters U.S. Senate race in Illinois against rising Democratic star"[image: External link]. Union-Tribune. Associated Press. Retrieved April 13, 2008.


	
134. ^ "America Votes 2004: U.S. Senate / Illinois"[image: External link]. CNN. 2005. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 16, 2008. Retrieved April 13, 2008.

	Slevin, Peter (November 13, 2007). "For Obama, a handsome payoff in political gambles"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A3. Retrieved April 13, 2008.

	John Chase; David Mendell (November 3, 2004). "Obama scores a record landslide"[image: External link] (PDF). Chicago Tribune. p. 1. Retrieved April 3, 2009.

	Fornek, Scott (November 3, 2004). "Obama takes Senate seat in a landslide"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. p. 6. Retrieved April 3, 2009.





	
135. ^ United States Congress. "Barack Obama (id: o000167)"[image: External link]. Biographical Directory of the United States Congress. Retrieved October 12, 2011.


	
136. ^ "Member Info"[image: External link]. Congressional Black Caucus. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 9, 2008. Retrieved June 25, 2008.


	
137. ^ Mason, Jeff (November 16, 2008). "Obama resigns Senate seat, thanks Illinois"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved March 10, 2009.


	
138. ^ U.S. Senate, 109th Congress, 1st Session (May 12, 2005). "S. 1033, Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act"[image: External link]. Library of Congress. Retrieved February 25, 2017.


	
139. ^ "Lugar–Obama Nonproliferation Legislation Signed into Law by the President"[image: External link]. Richard Lugar U.S. Senate Office. January 11, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 18, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008. See also:Lugar, Richard G.; Barack Obama (December 3, 2005). "Junkyard Dogs of War"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
140. ^ McCormack, John (December 21, 2007). "Google Government Gone Viral"[image: External link]. Weekly Standard. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 23, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008. See also:"President Bush Signs Coburn–Obama Transparency Act"[image: External link]. Tom Coburn U.S. Senate Office. September 26, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 1, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
141. ^ "S. 3077: Strengthening Transparency and Accountability in Federal Spending Act of 2008: 2007–2008 (110th Congress)"[image: External link]. Govtrack.us. June 3, 2008. Retrieved May 18, 2012.


	
142. ^ McIntire, Mike (February 3, 2008). "Nuclear Leaks and Response Tested Obama in Senate"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 9, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
143. ^ Fisher, Daniel (August 11, 2008). "November Election A Lawyer's Delight"[image: External link]. Forbes. Retrieved January 11, 2009.


	
144. ^ "Nunn–Lugar Report"[image: External link] (PDF). Richard Lugar U.S. Senate Office. August 2005. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on May 1, 2008. Retrieved April 30, 2008.


	
145. ^ "Democratic Republic of the Congo"[image: External link]. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. April 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 8, 2011. Retrieved January 26, 2012."The IRC Welcomes New U.S. Law on Congo"[image: External link]. International Rescue Committee. January 5, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 7, 2011. Retrieved April 27, 2008.








	
146. ^ Weixel, Nathaniel (November 15, 2007). "Feingold, Obama Go After Corporate Jet Travel"[image: External link]. The Hill. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 15, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.Weixel, Nathaniel (December 5, 2007). "Lawmakers Press FEC on Bundling Regulation"[image: External link]. The Hill. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 16, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008. See also:"Federal Election Commission Announces Plans to Issue New Regulations to Implement the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act of 2007"[image: External link]. Federal Election Commission. September 24, 2007. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 11, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
147. ^ Stern, Seth (January 31, 2007). "Obama–Schumer Bill Proposal Would Criminalize Voter Intimidation"[image: External link]. CQPolitics.com. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 16, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.U.S. Senate, 110th Congress, 1st Session (January 31, 2007). "S. 453, Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation Prevention Act of 2007"[image: External link]. Library of Congress. Retrieved February 25, 2017. See also:"Honesty in Elections"[image: External link] (editorial). The New York Times. January 31, 2007. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
148. ^ Krystin, E. Kasak (February 7, 2007). "Obama Introduces Measure to Bring Troops Home"[image: External link]. Medill News Service. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
149. ^ "Obama, Bond Hail New Safeguards on Military Personality Disorder Discharges, Urge Further Action"[image: External link]. Kit Bond U.S. Senate Office. October 1, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 5, 2010. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
150. ^ "Obama, Bond Applaud Senate Passage of Amendment to Expedite the Review of Personality Disorder Discharge Cases"[image: External link]. March 14, 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 18, 2008.


	
151. ^ "Obama, Schiff Provision to Create Nuclear Threat Reduction Plan Approved"[image: External link] (Press release). Barack Obama U.S. Senate Office. December 20, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 18, 2008.


	
152. ^ "Senate Passes Obama, McCaskill Legislation to Provide Safety Net for Families of Wounded Service Members"[image: External link]. Barack Obama U.S. Senate Office. August 2, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 18, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
153. ^ "Committee Assignments"[image: External link]. Barack Obama U.S. Senate Office. December 9, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 9, 2006. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
154. ^ "Obama Gets New Committee Assignments"[image: External link]. Barack Obama U.S. Senate Office. Associated Press. November 15, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 18, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
155. ^ Baldwin, Tom (December 21, 2007). "Stay-At-Home Barack Obama Comes Under Fire for a Lack of Foreign Experience"[image: External link]. Sunday Times (UK). Retrieved April 27, 2008.


	
156. ^ Larson, Christina (September 2006). "Hoosier Daddy: What Rising Democratic Star Barack Obama Can Learn from an Old Lion of the GOP"[image: External link]. Washington Monthly. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 30, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.

	Goudie, Chuck (January 12, 2006). "Obama Meets with Arafat's Successor"[image: External link]. Chicago: WLS-TV. Retrieved April 27, 2008.

	"Obama Slates Kenya for Fraud"[image: External link]. Cape Town: News24. August 28, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 5, 2008. Retrieved April 27, 2008.

	Wamalwa, Chris (September 2, 2006). "Envoy Hits at Obama Over Graft Remark"[image: External link]. The Standard (Nairobi). Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 10, 2007. Retrieved April 27, 2008.

	Moracha, Vincent; Mangoa Mosota (September 4, 2006). "Leaders Support Obama on Graft Claims"[image: External link]. The Standard. Nairobi. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 7, 2007.





	
157. ^ a b Pearson, Rick; Long, Ray (February 10, 2007). "Obama: I'm running for president"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 13, 2007. Retrieved September 20, 2008.


	
158. ^ "Obama Launches Presidential Bid"[image: External link]. BBC News. February 10, 2007. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 2, 2008. Retrieved January 14, 2008.


	
159. ^ Parsons, Christi (February 10, 2007). "Obama's launch site: Symbolic Springfield: Announcement venue evokes Lincoln legacy"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. Retrieved June 12, 2009.


	
160. ^ "Barack Obama on the Issues: What Would Be Your Top Three Overall Priorities If Elected?"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 9, 2008. Retrieved April 14, 2008. See also:

	Thomas, Evan[image: External link] (2009). A Long Time Coming. New York: PublicAffairs[image: External link]. p. 74. ISBN  978-1-58648-607-5[image: External link].

	Falcone, Michael (December 21, 2007). "Obama's 'One Thing' "[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 14, 2008.





	
161. ^ "The Obama promise of hope and change"[image: External link]. The Independent. London. November 1, 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 15, 2011.


	
162. ^ Tumulty, Karen[image: External link] (May 8, 2008). "The Five Mistakes Clinton Made"[image: External link]. Time. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 11, 2008. Retrieved November 11, 2008.

	Peter Baker; Jim Rutenberg (June 8, 2008). "The Long Road to a Clinton Exit"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 9, 2008. Retrieved November 29, 2008.





	
163. ^ Nagourney, Adam; Zeleny, Jeff (June 5, 2008). "Clinton to End Bid and Endorse Obama"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved November 20, 2010.


	
164. ^ Nagourney, Adam; Zeleny, Jeff (August 23, 2008). "Obama Chooses Biden as Running Mate"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 1, 2009. Retrieved September 20, 2008.


	
165. ^ "Sources: High court selection process down to finalists"[image: External link]. CNN. May 13, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 11, 2011.


	
166. ^ Baldwin, Tom (August 27, 2008). "Hillary Clinton: 'Barack is my candidate' "[image: External link]. The Times. London. Retrieved August 27, 2008.(subscription required)

	Nagourney, Adam (August 27, 2008). "Obama Wins Nomination as Biden and Bill Clinton Rally the Party"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 27, 2008.





	
167. ^ Mara Liasson; Michele Norris (July 7, 2008). "Obama To Accept Nomination at Mile High Stadium"[image: External link]. NPR. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
168. ^ "Obama accepts Democrat nomination"[image: External link]. BBC News. August 29, 2008. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 28, 2008. Retrieved August 29, 2008.

	Marks, Alexandra (August 29, 2008). "Soaring speech from Obama, plus some specifics"[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 14, 2010.





	
169. ^ Lloyd, Robert (August 29, 2008). "Barack Obama, Al Gore Raise the Roof at Invesco Field"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Retrieved August 29, 2008.


	
170. ^ Malone, Jim (July 2, 2007). "Obama Fundraising Suggests Close Race for Party Nomination"[image: External link]. Voice of America. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 14, 2007.

	Cummings, Jeanne (September 26, 2007). "Small Donors Rewrite Fundraising Handbook"[image: External link]. Politico. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 1, 2008. Retrieved January 14, 2008.

	Cadei, Emily (February 21, 2008). "Obama Outshines Other Candidates in January Fundraising"[image: External link]. CQ Politics. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 13, 2008.





	
171. ^ Salant, Jonathan D. (June 19, 2008). "Obama Won't Accept Public Money in Election Campaign"[image: External link]. Bloomberg[image: External link]. Retrieved June 19, 2008.


	
172. ^ "Commission on Presidential Debates Announces Sites, Dates, Formats and Candidate Selection Criteria for 2008 General Election"[image: External link] (Press release). Commission on Presidential Debates[image: External link]. November 19, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 6, 2008.

	"Gun Ruling Reverberates"[image: External link]. Hartford Courant[image: External link]. June 27, 2008. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 5, 2008. Retrieved July 6, 2008.





	
173. ^ Johnson, Alex (November 4, 2008). "Barack Obama elected 44th president"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 20, 2009. Retrieved February 20, 2009.

	"CNN Electoral Map Calculator – Election Center 2008"[image: External link]. CNN. 2008. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 12, 2008. Retrieved December 14, 2008.





	
174. ^ "General Election: McCain vs. Obama"[image: External link]. Real Clear Politics. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 17, 2009. Retrieved February 20, 2009.


	
175. ^ "Obama wins historic US election"[image: External link]. BBC News. November 5, 2008. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 18, 2008. Retrieved November 5, 2008.

	Nagourney, Adam (November 4, 2008). "Obama Elected President as Racial Barrier Falls"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 9, 2008. Retrieved November 5, 2008.

	"Obama: 'This is your victory' "[image: External link]. CNN. November 5, 2008. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 4, 2008. Retrieved November 5, 2008.





	
176. ^ Johnson, Wesley (November 5, 2008). "Change has come, says President-elect Obama"[image: External link]. The Independent. London. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 9, 2008. Retrieved November 5, 2008.


	
177. ^ Shear, Michael D. (April 4, 2011). "Obama Begins Re-Election Facing New Political Challenges"[image: External link]. The New York Times (blog). Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 5, 2011.


	
178. ^ "Obama announces re-election bid"[image: External link]. United Press International. April 4, 2011. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 10, 2011.


	
179. ^ Zeleny, Jeff & Calmes, Jackie (April 4, 2011). "Obama Opens 2012 Campaign, With Eye on Money and Independent Voters"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 15, 2012. Retrieved April 5, 2011.


	
180. ^ Yoon, Robert (April 3, 2012). "Leading presidential candidate to clinch nomination Tuesday"[image: External link]. CNN (blog). Retrieved May 2, 2012.


	
181. ^ "Obama clinches Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. CNN (blog). April 3, 2012. Retrieved April 3, 2012.


	
182. ^ Cohen, Tom (September 6, 2012). "Clinton says Obama offers a better path forward for America"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
183. ^ Lauter, David (November 8, 2012). "Romney campaign gives up in Florida"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 9, 2012. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
184. ^ Barnes, Robert (November 6, 2012). "Obama wins a second term as U.S. president"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
185. ^ Welch, William M.; Strauss, Gary (November 7, 2012). "With win in critical battleground states, Obama wins second term"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
186. ^ FEC (July 2013). "Election Results for the U.S. President, the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives"[image: External link] (PDF). Federal Elections Commission[image: External link]. p. 5. Retrieved August 20, 2013.


	
187. ^ Brownstein, Ronald (November 9, 2012). "The U.S. has reached a demographic milestone – and it's not turning back"[image: External link]. National Journal. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 11, 2012. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
188. ^ Nichols, John (November 9, 2012). "Obama's 3 Million Vote, Electoral College Landslide, Majority of States Mandate"[image: External link]. The Nation. Retrieved November 18, 2012.


	
189. ^ Lee, Kristen A. (November 7, 2012). "Election 2012: President Obama gives victory speech in front of thousands in Chicago, 'I have never been more hopeful about America' "[image: External link]. New York Daily News. Retrieved November 8, 2012.


	
190. ^ a b Shear, Michael (January 21, 2013). "Obama Offers Liberal Vision: 'We Must Act' "[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved July 10, 2013.


	
191. ^ "Obama asks Pentagon for responsible Iraq drawdown"[image: External link]. China Daily. January 23, 2009. Retrieved September 4, 2009.


	
192. ^ Glaberson, William (January 21, 2009). "Obama Orders Halt to Prosecutions at Guantánamo"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 16, 2009. Retrieved February 3, 2009.


	
193. ^ "Senate blocks transfer of Gitmo detainees"[image: External link], MSNBC, Associated Press, May 20, 2009, retrieved March 22, 2011


	
194. ^ Obama, Barack (December 15, 2009), "Presidential Memorandum – Closure of Detention Facilities at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base"[image: External link], White House, archived from the original[image: External link] on March 15, 2011, retrieved March 22, 2011


	
195. ^ Serbu, Jared (January 7, 2011), "Obama signs Defense authorization bill"[image: External link], Federal News Radio[image: External link], retrieved March 22, 2011


	
196. ^ Northam, Jackie (January 23, 2013). "Obama's Promise To Close Guantanamo Prison Falls Short"[image: External link]. NPR. Retrieved April 22, 2013.


	
197. ^ "Executive Order – Presidential Records"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 22, 2009. Retrieved January 22, 2009.


	
198. ^ Obama, Barack (January 23, 2009). "Mexico City Policy and assistance for voluntary population planning (Presidential memorandum)"[image: External link] (PDF). The White House. Retrieved September 21, 2012.

	Meckler, Laura (January 24, 2009). "Obama lifts 'gag rule' on family-planning groups"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. p. A3. Retrieved September 21, 2012.

	Stein, Rob; Shear, Michael (January 24, 2009). "Funding restored to groups that perform abortions, other care"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A3. Retrieved September 21, 2012. Lifting the Mexico City Policy would not permit U.S. tax dollars to be used for abortions, but it would allow funding to resume to groups that provide other services, including counseling about abortions.





	
199. ^ "Obama Signs Equal-Pay Legislation"[image: External link]. The New York Times. January 30, 2009. Retrieved June 15, 2009.


	
200. ^ Levey, Noam N. "Obama signs into law expansion of SCHIP health care program for children"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 30, 2009. Retrieved June 15, 2009.


	
201. ^ "Obama overturns Bush policy on stem cells"[image: External link]. CNN. March 9, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 30, 2010. Retrieved April 18, 2010.


	
202. ^ "Senate confirms Sotomayor for Supreme Court"[image: External link]. CNN. August 6, 2009. Retrieved August 6, 2009.


	
203. ^ "Obama nominates Sotomayor to Supreme Court"[image: External link]. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
204. ^ Sherman, Mark (October 4, 2010). "New Era Begins on High Court: Kagan Takes Place as Third Woman"[image: External link]. Associated Press. Retrieved November 13, 2010.


	
205. ^ Parsons, Christi (March 30, 2010). "Obama signs student loan reforms into law"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 19, 2010. Retrieved April 18, 2010.


	
206. ^ Branigin, William. "Obama signs higher-education measure into law"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 12, 2010.


	
207. ^ Robert Block, Robert; Mark K. Matthews (January 27, 2010). "White House won't fund NASA moon program"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved January 30, 2011. President Obama's budget proposal includes no money for the Ares I and Ares V rocket or Constellation program. Instead, NASA would be asked to monitor climate change and develop a new rocket


	
208. ^ Albanesius, Chloe (January 25, 2011). "Obama Pushes Innovation in Tech-Heavy State of the Union"[image: External link]. PC Magazine. Retrieved May 17, 2011.


	
209. ^ Kornblut, Anne E.; Wilson, Scott (January 26, 2011). "State of the Union 2011: 'Win the future,' Obama says"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved May 18, 2011.


	
210. ^ "Obama signs hate crimes bill into law"[image: External link]. CNN. October 28, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 14, 2011. Retrieved October 12, 2011.


	
211. ^ "Obama Lifts a Ban on Entry Into U.S. by H.I.V.-Positive People"[image: External link], Julia Preston. New York Times. October 30, 2009. Retrieved 8 feb 2017


	
212. ^ "'Don't ask, don't tell' repealed as Obama signs landmark law"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. December 22, 2010. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 23, 2010. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
213. ^ "Obama to delay 'don't ask, don't tell' repeal"[image: External link]. The Washington Times. November 21, 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 25, 2011. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
214. ^ Lee, Jesse. "The President Signs Repeal of "Don't Ask Don't Tell": "Out of Many, We Are One" "[image: External link]. The White House. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 25, 2010. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
215. ^ a b "US military ends ban on transgender service members"[image: External link]. The Guardian. June 30, 2016.


	
216. ^ Baim, Tracy (January 14, 2009). "Windy City Times exclusive: Obama's Marriage Views Changed. WCT Examines His Step Back"[image: External link]. Windy City Times. Retrieved May 10, 2012.


	
217. ^ Baim, Tracy (February 4, 2004). "Obama Seeks U.S. Senate seat"[image: External link]. Windy City Times. Retrieved May 10, 2012.


	
218. ^ "Obama backs same-sex marriage"[image: External link]. CBS News. May 9, 2012. Retrieved May 9, 2012.


	
219. ^ Stein, Sam (May 9, 2012). "Obama Backs Gay Marriage"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. AOL Inc. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
220. ^ Robillard, Kevin (January 21, 2013). "First inaugural use of the word 'gay' "[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved January 21, 2013.


	
221. ^ Michelson, Noah (January 21, 2013). "Obama Inauguration Speech Makes History With Mention of Gay Rights Struggle, Stonewall Uprising"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved January 21, 2013.


	
222. ^ Reilly, Ryan J. (February 28, 2013). "Obama Administration: Gay Marriage Ban Unconstitutional In Prop. 8 Supreme Court Case"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved April 21, 2013.


	
223. ^ Mears, Bill (February 27, 2013). "Obama administration weighs in on defense of marriage law"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved April 21, 2013.


	
224. ^ "Remarks by the President on the Supreme Court Decision on Marriage Equality"[image: External link]. The White House. Retrieved October 25, 2015.


	
225. ^ "Obama Administration Releases Revised National HIV and AIDS Strategy"[image: External link], Human Rights Campaign. July 30, 2015. Retrieved 8 feb 2017


	
226. ^ Executive Order 13506, Washington, DC: President Barack Obama, The White House, March 11, 2009, Obama, B.. Retrieved January 27, 2014.


	
227. ^ a b "A renewed call to action to end rape and sexual assault"[image: External link]. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
228. ^ a b "Memorandum: Establishing White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault"[image: External link]. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
229. ^ "Obama admin: Freedom from sexual assault a basic human right"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
230. ^ "Rape and sexual assault: A renewed call to action"[image: External link], White House Council on Women and Girls, Washington, D.C.: White House Council on Women and Girls & Office of the Vice President, January 2014. Retrieved June 10, 2014.


	
231. ^ "Stimulus package en route to Obama's desk"[image: External link]. CNN. February 14, 2009. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 30, 2009. Retrieved March 29, 2009.


	
232. ^ "Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, Stimulus Watch"[image: External link]. Retrieved April 9, 2011.

	"Obama's remarks on signing the stimulus plan"[image: External link]. CNN. February 17, 2009. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 20, 2009. Retrieved February 17, 2009.





	
233. ^ Andrews, Edmund L.; Dash, Eric (March 23, 2009). "U.S. Expands Plan to Buy Banks' Troubled Assets"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 12, 2010.

	"Wall Street soars 7% on bank plan debut"[image: External link]. Reuters. March 23, 2009.





	
234. ^ "White House questions viability of GM, Chrysler"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. March 30, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 7, 2009.


	
235. ^ Bunkley, Nick; Vlasic, Bill (April 27, 2009). "Chrysler and Union Agree to Deal Before Federal Deadline"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 12, 2010.


	
236. ^ Hughes, John; Salas, Caroline; Green, Jeff; Van Voris, Bob (June 1, 2009). "GM Begins Bankruptcy Process With Filing for Affiliate"[image: External link]. Bloomberg News[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 13, 2010. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
237. ^ Conkey, Christopher; Radnofsky, Louise (June 9, 2009). "Obama Presses Cabinet to Speed Stimulus Spending"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. News Corp. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
238. ^ Dana Hedgpeth (August 21, 2009). "U.S. Says 'Cash for Clunkers' Program Will End on Monday"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved March 26, 2010.


	
239. ^ Joseph R. Szczesny (August 26, 2009). "Was Cash for Clunkers a Success?"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved March 26, 2010.


	
240. ^ Mian, Atif R.; Sufi, Amir (September 1, 2010). "The Effects of Fiscal Stimulus: Evidence from the 2009 'Cash for Clunkers' Program". Social Science Research Network. SSRN[image: External link]  1670759[image: External link] . doi[image: External link]: 10.2139/ssrn.1670759[image: External link].


	
241. ^ Goldman, David (April 6, 2009). "CNNMoney.com's bailout tracker"[image: External link]. 06. CNNMoney. p. 20. Retrieved March 26, 2010.


	
242. ^ Montgomery, Lori (July 24, 2010). "Federal budget deficit to exceed $1.4 trillion in 2010 and 2011"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved July 29, 2010.


	
243. ^ Bull, Alister; Mason, Jeff (February 1, 2010). "Obama's 2010 budget: deficit soars amid job spending"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved July 29, 2010.


	
244. ^ Dickson, David M. (March 26, 2010). "CBO report: Debt will rise to 90% of GDP"[image: External link]. The Washington Times. Associated Press. Retrieved July 29, 2010.


	
245. ^ Sahadi, Jeanne (February 12, 2014). "Where's the debt ceiling now?"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved March 21, 2014.


	
246. ^ NBC's Sylvie Stein. "First Read – A breakdown of the debt-limit legislation"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 14, 2012. Retrieved August 3, 2011.


	
247. ^ "House passes debt ceiling bill"[image: External link]. MSNBC. March 8, 2011. Retrieved August 3, 2011.


	
248. ^ "Unemployment Rate"[image: External link]. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Retrieved 2017-01-17.


	
249. ^ "1-month net change in employment"[image: External link]. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Retrieved 2017-01-17.


	
250. ^ Theodossiou, Eleni; Hipple, Steven F. (2011). "Unemployment Remains High in 2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Monthly Labor Review. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 134 (3): 3–22. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on May 8, 2011. Retrieved April 7, 2011.


	
251. ^ Eddlemon, John P. (2011). "Payroll Employment Turns the Corner in 2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Monthly Labor Review. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 134 (3): 23–32. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on May 6, 2011. Retrieved April 7, 2011.


	
252. ^ "Unemployment Rate"[image: External link]. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Retrieved December 11, 2012.


	
253. ^ "Unemployment Rate"[image: External link]. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Retrieved January 10, 2014.


	
254. ^ "Unemployment Rate"[image: External link]. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
255. ^ a b "Percent Change in Real Gross Domestic Product (Quarterly)"[image: External link]. National Income and Product Accounts Table. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 12, 2011. Retrieved April 7, 2011.


	
256. ^ Harding, Robin (July 28, 2010). "Beige Book survey reports signs of slowdown"[image: External link]. Financial Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 29, 2010. Retrieved July 29, 2010.


	
257. ^ "Percent Change in Real Gross Domestic Product (Annual)"[image: External link]. National Income and Product Accounts Table. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 12, 2011. Retrieved April 7, 2011.


	
258. ^ a b "Estimated Impact of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act on Employment and Economic Output"[image: External link]. Congressional Budget Office. Retrieved February 21, 2012.


	
259. ^ a b Calmes, Jackie; Cooper, Michael (November 20, 2009). "New Consensus Sees Stimulus Package as Worthy Step"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 11, 2011. Retrieved December 21, 2010.


	
260. ^ "CBO: Stimulus created as many as 2.1 million jobs"[image: External link]. February 23, 2010. Retrieved April 25, 2010.


	
261. ^ Krugman, Paul (November 2, 2009). "Too Little of a Good Thing"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
262. ^ Isidore, Chris (January 29, 2010). "Best economic growth in six years"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved April 18, 2010.


	
263. ^ "New NABE Survey Shows Business Recovery Gaining Momentum, with More Jobs Ahead"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 2, 2010. Retrieved April 26, 2010.


	
264. ^ Politics that Work, "U.S. GDP Growth Relative to Original NATO Members"[image: External link], Politics that Work, March 9, 2015


	
265. ^ Irene Chapple, "OECD: U.S. will recover faster, Europe faces unemployment crisis"[image: External link], CNN, May 29, 2013


	
266. ^ Herszenhorn, David M.; Stolberg, Sheryl Gay (December 7, 2010). "Democrats Skeptical of Obama on New Tax Plan"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
267. ^ "Obama signs tax deal into law"[image: External link]. CNN. December 17, 2010. Retrieved December 17, 2010.


	
268. ^ Kuhnhenn, Jim (December 5, 2013). "Obama: Income Inequality a Defining Challenge"[image: External link]. Associated Press. Retrieved January 9, 2014.


	
269. ^ "President Obama uses his final months to bring congressional approval of a 12-nation free trade pact called the Trans-Pacific Partnership"[image: External link]. CBSNews. September 5, 2016. Retrieved September 5, 2016.


	
270. ^ Broder, John M. (October 1, 2009). "E.P.A. Moves to Curtail Greenhouse Gas Emissions"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
271. ^ "US moves to limit industrial greenhouse gas emissions"[image: External link]. Google News. Agence France-Presse. October 1, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 23, 2012. Retrieved April 18, 2010.


	
272. ^ "Obama Halts Drilling Projects, Defends Actions"[image: External link]. NPR. May 27, 2010.


	
273. ^ Jonsson, Patrik (May 29, 2010). "Gulf oil spill: Obama's big political test"[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 1, 2010. Retrieved June 6, 2010.


	
274. ^ Goldenberg, Suzanne (July 28, 2013). "Barack Obama expresses reservations about Keystone XL pipeline project"[image: External link]. The Guardian (London).


	
275. ^ Stein, Sam (June 25, 2013). Obama: Keystone XL Should Not Be Approved If It Will Increase Greenhouse Gas Emissions[image: External link]. The Huffington Post (US).


	
276. ^ Goldenberg, Suzanne (January 18, 2013)."Shell's plans in Arctic at risk as Obama advisers call for halt to oil exploration"[image: External link]. The Guardian (London).


	
277. ^ "Obama Vetoes Keystone XL Pipeline Bill"[image: External link]. NPR. February 24, 2015. Retrieved February 24, 2015.


	
278. ^ Barron-Lopez, Laura (March 4, 2015). "Keystone veto override fails"[image: External link]. The Hill. Capitol Hill Publishing. Retrieved July 2, 2015.


	
279. ^ Juliet Eilperin & Brady Dennis, With new monuments in Nevada, Utah, Obama adds to his environmental legacy[image: External link], The Washington Post (December 28, 2016).

	Monuments Man[image: External link], The New York Times (December 31, 2016).

	Obama's Newly Designated National Monuments Upset Some Lawmakers[image: External link], NPR, All Things Considered[image: External link] (December 29, 2016)

	Amy R. Connolly, Obama expands public lands more than any U.S. president[image: External link], United Press International (February 13, 2016).





	
280. ^ a b Sweet, Lynn (July 22, 2009). "Obama July 22, 2009 press conference. Transcript"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 16, 2015. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
281. ^ Stolberg, Sheryl Gay; Zeleny, Jeff (September 9, 2009). "Obama, Armed With Details, Says Health Plan Is Necessary"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
282. ^ Allen, Mike (September 9, 2009). "Barack Obama will hedge on public option"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
283. ^ "Health Insurance Premium Credits in the PPACA"[image: External link] (PDF). Congressional Research Service. Retrieved May 17, 2015.


	
284. ^ "Obama calls for Congress to face health care challenge"[image: External link]. CNN. September 9, 2009. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 10, 2009. Retrieved September 9, 2009.


	
285. ^ Daniel Nasaw. "Stem cell"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
286. ^ Hulse, Carl; Robert Pear (November 7, 2009). "Sweeping Health Care Plan Passes House"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 31, 2011. Retrieved November 8, 2009.


	
287. ^ Herszenhorn, David M.; Jackie Calmes (December 7, 2009). "Abortion Was at Heart of Wrangling"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 31, 2011. Retrieved December 6, 2009.


	
288. ^ Hensley, Scott (December 24, 2009). "Senate Says Yes To Landmark Health Bill"[image: External link]. NPR. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 21, 2010. Retrieved December 24, 2009.


	
289. ^ "Health Care Reform, at Last"[image: External link]. The New York Times. March 21, 2010. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 26, 2010. Retrieved March 22, 2010.


	
290. ^ Gay Stolberg, Sheryl (March 23, 2010). "Obama Signs Landmark Health Care Bill"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 25, 2010. Retrieved March 23, 2010.


	
291. ^ Rice, Sabriya (March 25, 2010). "5 key things to remember about health care reform"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved January 6, 2013.


	
292. ^ a b "Policies to Improve Affordability and Accountability"[image: External link]. The White House. Retrieved January 6, 2013.


	
293. ^ Grier, Peter (March 20, 2010). "Health Care Reform Bill 101"[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link]. Retrieved July 5, 2015.


	
294. ^ Elmendorf, Douglas W. (November 30, 2009). "An Analysis of Health Insurance Premiums Under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act"[image: External link] (PDF). Congressional Budget Office. Retrieved April 9, 2012.


	
295. ^ Obama, Barack (August 2, 2016). "United States Health Care Reform"[image: External link]. JAMA. 316 (5): 525. ISSN  0098-7484[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1001/jama.2016.9797[image: External link]. Retrieved August 17, 2016.


	
296. ^ Grier, Peter (March 21, 2010). "Health care reform bill 101: Who will pay for reform?"[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor. Retrieved July 5, 2015.















	
297. ^ Grier, Peter (March 19, 2010). "Health care reform bill 101: Who must buy insurance?"[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 5, 2010. Retrieved April 7, 2010.


	
298. ^ Elmendorf, Douglas W. "H.R. 4872, Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Final Health Care Legislation)"[image: External link]. Congressional Budget Office. Retrieved January 6, 2013.


	
299. ^ Barnes, Robert (June 28, 2012). "Supreme Court upholds Obama health care overhaul by 5–4 vote, approving insurance requirement"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Associated Press. Retrieved June 29, 2012.


	
300. ^ Kimberly Leonard. "Supreme Court Upholds Obamacare Subsidies"[image: External link]. US News & World Report. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 16, 2016. Retrieved November 25, 2015.


	
301. ^ James P. O'Toole; Tracie Mauriello; Deborah Todd (June 17, 2014). "Obama speaks in Pittsburgh about tech, jobs"[image: External link]. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.


	
302. ^ Obama domestic energy policy. Bloomberg News. June 17, 2014.


	
303. ^ "Manufacturing Balks at Obama's U.S. Energy Policy: Video"[image: External link]. Bloomberg News[image: External link]. June 17, 2014. Retrieved July 17, 2014.


	
304. ^ Mardell, Mark (January 16, 2013). "US gun debate: Obama unveils gun control proposals"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved January 16, 2013.


	
305. ^ "What's in Obama's Gun Control Proposal"[image: External link]. The New York Times. January 16, 2013. Retrieved February 12, 2013.


	
306. ^ "Obama announces gun control executive action (full transcript)"[image: External link] CNN. January 5, 2016. January 7, 2016.


	
307. ^ Obama, Barack. "Barack Obama: Guns Are Our Shared Responsibility"[image: External link] The New York Times. January 7, 2016. January 7, 2016.


	
308. ^ Paul Harris; Ewen MacAskill (November 3, 2010). "US midterm election results herald new political era as Republicans take House"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 14, 2010. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
309. ^ "Obama calls midterm elections a 'shellacking' for Democrats"[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor. November 4, 2010. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 24, 2010. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
310. ^ "See Obama's first paragraph of his transcript"[image: External link]. All Things Considered. NPR. November 3, 2010. Retrieved December 22, 2010.


	
311. ^ Wyatt, Edward (November 10, 2014). "Obama Asks F.C.C. to Adopt Tough Net Neutrality Rules"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved November 15, 2014.


	
312. ^ NYT Editorial Board (November 14, 2014). "Why the F.C.C. Should Heed President Obama on Internet Regulation"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved November 15, 2014.


	
313. ^ "Cybersecurity – Executive Order 13636"[image: External link] (Press release). Retrieved April 30, 2015.


	
314. ^ Colvin, Ross; Barkin, Noah (February 7, 2009). "Biden vows break with Bush era foreign policy"[image: External link]. Toronto: Canada.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 6, 2012. Retrieved January 31, 2013.

	Ghattas, Kim (March 8, 2009). "Clinton's gaffes and gains on tour"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved June 15, 2009.





	
315. ^ "Obama reaches out to Muslim world on TV"[image: External link]. MSNBC. January 27, 2009. Retrieved June 15, 2009.


	
316. ^ "Barack Obama's address to Iran: Full text of Barack Obama's videotaped message to the people and leaders of Iran as they celebrate their New Year's holiday, Nowruz"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. March 20, 2013. Retrieved July 14, 2013.


	
317. ^ DeYoung, Karen (April 9, 2009). "Nation U.S. to Join Talks on Iran's Nuclear Program"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved June 15, 2009.


	
318. ^ "Obama speech draws praise in Mideast"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. January 23, 2008. Retrieved June 15, 2009.


	
319. ^ "Obama in Egypt reaches out to Muslim world"[image: External link]. CNN. June 4, 2009. Retrieved January 30, 2011.


	
320. ^ Weber, Joseph; Dinan, Stephen (June 26, 2009). "Obama dismisses Ahmadinejad apology request"[image: External link]. The Washington Times. Retrieved July 2, 2015.


	
321. ^ "Obama: No green light for Israel to attack Iran"[image: External link]. CNN. July 7, 2009. Retrieved January 4, 2013.


	
322. ^ Rajghatta, Chidanand (September 24, 2009). "Barack 'No Bomb' Obama pushes for world without nukes"[image: External link]. The Times of India[image: External link]. Retrieved July 2, 2015.


	
323. ^ Berger, Robert (March 25, 2010). "Israel Refuses to Halt Construction in East Jerusalem"[image: External link]. Voice of America[image: External link]. Retrieved July 2, 2015.


	
324. ^ Kershner, Isabel (March 24, 2010). "Israel Confirms New Building in East Jerusalem"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 29, 2010. Retrieved April 26, 2010.


	
325. ^ Baker, Peter (March 26, 2010)."Obama Seals Arms Control Deal With Russia"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
326. ^ Baker, Peter (December 22, 2010). "Senate Passes Arms Control Treaty With Russia, 71–26"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
327. ^ McVeigh, Karen (December 6, 2011). "Gay rights must be criterion for US aid allocations, instructs Obama"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Retrieved January 4, 2013.


	
328. ^ Parsons, Christi (August 7, 2013). "Obama criticizes Russia's new anti-gay law in Leno interview"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
329. ^ Johnson, Luke (August 9, 2013). "Obama Opposes Olympic Boycott, Criticizes Russian Anti-Gay Law"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
330. ^ Achenbach, Joel (December 18, 2014). "In Miami, a mixed and muted response to historic change in Cuba policy"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved December 18, 2014.


	
331. ^ "Saudi Arabia launces air attacks in Yemen"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. March 25, 2015.


	
332. ^ "Obama: Merkel was my closest ally"[image: External link]. The Local. 15 November 2016.


	
333. ^ Feller, Ben (February 27, 2009). "Obama sets firm withdrawal timetable for Iraq"[image: External link]. The Gazette (Colorado Springs)[image: External link]. Associated Press. Retrieved March 3, 2009.


	
334. ^ Jones, Athena (February 27, 2009). "Obama announces Iraq plan"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Retrieved July 2, 2015.


	
335. ^ Sykes, Hugh (August 19, 2010). "Last US combat brigade exits Iraq"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved December 25, 2012.


	
336. ^ MacAskill, Ewen (September 1, 2010). "Barack Obama ends the war in Iraq. 'Now it's time to turn the page' "[image: External link]. The Guardian. London.


	
337. ^ "All U.S. troops out of Iraq by end of year"[image: External link]. MSNBC. October 21, 2011. Retrieved December 25, 2012.


	
338. ^ "Obama Is Sending 275 US Troops To Iraq"[image: External link]. BusinessInsider.com. Retrieved June 19, 2014.


	
339. ^ Nebehay, Stephanie. "New U.N. rights boss warns of 'house of blood' in Iraq, Syria"[image: External link]. Retrieved July 11, 2015.


	
340. ^ "DoD Authorizes War on Terror Award for Inherent Resolve Ops"[image: External link]. Defense.gov. October 31, 2014. Retrieved November 22, 2014.


	
341. ^ "Islamic State: Coalition 'pledges more troops' for Iraq"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved August 23, 2015.


	
342. ^ Aaron Mehta (January 19, 2015). "A-10 Performing 11 Percent of Anti-ISIS Sorties"[image: External link]. Defense News. Retrieved August 23, 2015.


	
343. ^ "1,000 soldiers from the 82nd Airborne headed to Iraq"[image: External link]. Stars and Stripes. Retrieved August 23, 2015.


	
344. ^ "Stealthy Jet Ensures Other War-Fighting Aircraft Survive"[image: External link]. US News & World Report. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 13, 2015. Retrieved August 23, 2015.


	
345. ^ "Obama Calls for U.S. Military to Renew Focus on Afghanistan"[image: External link]. NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. PBS. July 15, 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 27, 2010. Retrieved April 18, 2010.


	
346. ^ Hodge, Amanda (February 19, 2009). "Obama launches Afghanistan Surge"[image: External link]. The Australian. Sydney.


	
347. ^ "Top U.S. Commander in Afghanistan Is Fired"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. May 12, 2009.

	"New U.S. Commander Brings Counterinsurgency Experience to Afghanistan"[image: External link]. Fox News Channel. May 13, 2009.





	
348. ^ Associated Press. (December 1, 2009). "Obama details Afghan war plan, troop increases"[image: External link] MSNBC.


	
349. ^ "Gates says he agrees with Obama decision on McChrystal"[image: External link]. CNN. June 24, 2010. Retrieved September 18, 2010.


	
350. ^ Chandrasekaran, Rajiv (February 12, 2013). "Obama wants to cut troop level in Afghanistan in half over next year"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved February 14, 2013.


	
351. ^ Marcus, Jonathan (October 15, 2015). "US troops in Afghanistan: Taliban resurgence sees rethink"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved October 15, 2015.


	
352. ^ "United States vetoes Security Council resolution on Israeli settlements"[image: External link]. UN News Service Section. February 18, 2011. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
353. ^ Levy, Elior (May 22, 2011). "PA challenges Netanyahu to accept 1967 lines."[image: External link] Ynetnews. Retrieved May 22, 2011.


	
354. ^ Johnston, Nicholas (June 20, 2011). "Obama Says U.S. Connection With Israel Is 'Unbreakable' "[image: External link]. Bloomberg. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 23, 2013. Retrieved October 26, 2012.


	
355. ^ Levinson, Charles (August 14, 2010)."U.S., Israel Build Military Cooperation"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal (New York). Retrieved March 1, 2011.


	
356. ^ Kampeas, Ron (October 26, 2012). "For Obama campaign, trying to put to rest persistent questions about 'kishkes' "[image: External link]. Jewish Journal.


	
357. ^ Goldberg, Jeffrey (January 14, 2013). "Obama: 'Israel Doesn't Know What Its Best Interests Are' "[image: External link]. Bloomberg. Retrieved January 23, 2013.


	
358. ^ Goldberg, Jeffrey. "After the Iran Deal: Obama, Netanyahu, and the Future of the Jewish State."[image: External link] The Atlantic. September 13, 2015. September 13, 2015.


	
359. ^ "Obama reaffirms Israel's right to defend itself"[image: External link]. The Times of Israel[image: External link]. July 19, 2014.


	
360. ^ Collinson, Stephen; Wright, David; Labott, Elise (December 24, 2016). "US Abstains as UN Demands End to Israeli Settlements"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved January 7, 2017.


	
361. ^ Barak, Ravid (December 26, 2016). "Netanyahu on UN Settlement Vote: Israel Will Not Turn the Other Cheek"[image: External link]. Haaretz. Retrieved January 7, 2017.


	
362. ^ "Israel-Palestinians: Netanyahu Condemns John Kerry Speech"[image: External link]. BBC. December 29, 2016. Retrieved January 7, 2017.


	
363. ^ "Israel Halts $6 million to UN to Protest UN Settlements Vote"[image: External link]. Fox News (from the Associated Press). January 6, 2017. Retrieved January 7, 2017.


	
364. ^ "House Overwhelmingly Votes to Condemn UN Resolution on Israel Settlements"[image: External link]. Fox News. January 5, 2017. Retrieved January 7, 2017.


	
365. ^ Cortellessa, Eric (January 6, 2017). "US House Passes Motion Repudiating UN Resolution on Israel"[image: External link]. The Times of Israel[image: External link]. Retrieved January 17, 2017.


	
366. ^ "Floor Statement by Senator McCain Introducing the Senate Resolution Calling for a No-Fly Zone in Libya"[image: External link]. Senate.gov. March 14, 2011. Retrieved March 28, 2011.


	
367. ^ "Senate Passes Resolution Calling for No-Fly Zone Over Libya"[image: External link]. National Journal[image: External link]. March 1, 2011. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 11, 2011.


	
368. ^ Winnett, Robert (March 17, 2011). "Libya: UN approves no-fly zone as British troops prepare for action"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. London. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 28, 2011.


	
369. ^ Shackle, Samira (March 18, 2011). "Libya declares ceasefire"[image: External link]. New Statesman blog. London. Retrieved July 16, 2011.


	
370. ^ "Obama: US to Transfer Lead Role in Libya"[image: External link]. RTT Newswire. Retrieved March 22, 2011.


	
371. ^ "Obama says US efforts in Libya have saved lives, control of operation can be turned over soon"[image: External link]. Ventura County Star. Associated Press. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 28, 2011. Retrieved March 22, 2011.


	
372. ^ Pannell, Ian (March 21, 2011). "Gaddafi 'not targeted' by allied strikes"[image: External link]. BBC News. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 23, 2011. Retrieved July 3, 2011.


	
373. ^ Jones, Sam (March 22, 2011). "F-15 fighter jet crashes in Libya"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 22, 2011. Retrieved March 23, 2011.


	
374. ^ "NATO No-Fly Zone over Libya Operation UNIFIED PROTECTOR"[image: External link] (PDF). NATO. March 25, 2011.


	
375. ^ Montopoli, Brian (March 22, 2011). "Is Obama's Libya offensive constitutional?"[image: External link]. CBS News. Retrieved March 22, 2011.


	
376. ^ Stein, Sam (March 21, 2011). "Obama's Libya Policy Makes Strange Bedfellows of Congressional Critics"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 23, 2011. Retrieved March 26, 2011.


	
377. ^ "Obama juggles Libya promises, realities"[image: External link]. CNN. March 25, 2011. Retrieved March 26, 2011.


	
378. ^ "Assad must go, Obama says"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. August 18, 2011. Retrieved November 23, 2015.


	
379. ^ "President Obama: 'The future of Syria must be determined by its people, but President Bashar al-Assad is standing in their way.' "[image: External link] White House website, August 18, 2011.


	
380. ^ Nelson, Colleen. "Obama Says Syrian Leader Bashar al-Assad Must Go"[image: External link].


	
381. ^ Hosenball, Mark. "Obama authorizes secret support for Syrian rebels"[image: External link]. Retrieved February 19, 2016.


	
382. ^ Michael D. Shear; Helene Cooper; Eric Schmitt. "Obama Administration Ends Effort to Train Syrians to Combat ISIS"[image: External link]. Retrieved February 20, 2016.


	
383. ^ Phil Stewart; Kate Holton. "U.S. pulls plug on Syria rebel training effort; will focus on weapons supply"[image: External link]. Retrieved February 20, 2016.


	
384. ^ "Obama 'red line' erased as Bashar Assad's chemical weapons use goes unchecked by U.S. military"[image: External link]. The Washington Times. May 17, 2015. Retrieved November 23, 2015.


	
385. ^ Gordon, Michael. "U.S. and Russia Reach Deal to Destroy Syria's Chemical Arms"[image: External link]. Retrieved February 19, 2016.


	
386. ^ Boghani, Priyanka. "Syria Got Rid of Its Chemical Weapons – But Reports of Attacks Continue"[image: External link]. Retrieved February 19, 2016.


	
387. ^ "Obama outlines plan to target IS fighters"[image: External link]. Al Jazeera[image: External link]. September 11, 2014. Retrieved September 24, 2014.


	
388. ^ Gregory Korte (October 31, 2015). "16 times Obama said there would be no boots on the ground in Syria"[image: External link].


	
389. ^ a b c Mazzetti, Mark; Helene Cooper; Peter Baker (May 3, 2011). "Clues Gradually Led to the Location of Osama bin Laden"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 3, 2011. Retrieved May 4, 2011.


	
390. ^ a b Rucker, Philip; Wilson, Scott; Kornblut, Anne E. (May 2, 2011). "Osama bin Laden is killed by U.S. forces in Pakistan"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
391. ^ "Official offers details of bin Laden raid"[image: External link]. Newsday. May 2, 2011. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
392. ^ Schabner, Dean; Karen Travers (May 1, 2011). "Osama bin Laden Killed by U.S. Forces in Pakistan"[image: External link]. ABC News. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 4, 2011. Retrieved May 3, 2011.


	
393. ^ Baker, Peter; Helene Cooper; Mark Mazzetti (May 2, 2011). "Bin Laden Is Dead, Obama Says"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 5, 2011. Retrieved May 3, 2011.


	
394. ^ Walsh, Declan; Richard Adams; Ewen MacAskill (May 2, 2011). "Osama bin Laden is dead, Obama announces"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 3, 2011. Retrieved May 3, 2011.


	
395. ^ Dorning, Mike (May 2, 2011). "Death of Bin Laden May Strengthen Obama's Hand in Domestic, Foreign Policy"[image: External link]. Bloomberg News[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 3, 2011. Retrieved May 4, 2011.


	
396. ^ "World Reaction To Osama Bin Laden's Death"[image: External link]. NPR. May 2, 2011. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 3, 2011. Retrieved May 4, 2011.


	
397. ^ "Iran deal reached, Obama hails step toward 'more hopeful world' "[image: External link]. July 14, 2015. Retrieved July 14, 2015.


	
398. ^ "Iran, World Powers Prepare to Sign Nuclear Accord"[image: External link]. July 14, 2015. Retrieved July 14, 2015.


	
399. ^ "Landmark deal reached on Iran nuclear program"[image: External link]. July 14, 2015. Retrieved July 14, 2015.


	
400. ^ Warren, Strobel. "Secret talks in Canada, Vatican City led to Cuba breakthrough"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved December 21, 2014.


	
401. ^ Morello, Carol; DeYoung, Karen. "Secret U.S.-Cuba diplomacy ended in landmark deal on prisoners, future ties"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved December 21, 2014.


	
402. ^ Roberts, Dan; Luscombe, Richard (2013-12-10). "Obama shakes hands with Raúl Castro for first time at Mandela memorial"[image: External link]. the Guardian. Retrieved 2017-02-15.


	
403. ^ Nadeau, Barbie Latza (December 17, 2014). "The Pope's Diplomatic Miracle: Ending the U.S.–Cuba Cold War"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. Retrieved December 18, 2014.


	
404. ^ The New Republic, The Cuban Thaw Is Obama's Finest Foreign Policy Achievement to Date[image: External link], by Joel Gillin, April 13, 2015.


	
405. ^ "Obama announces re-establishment of U.S.-Cuba diplomatic ties"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved July 1, 2015.


	
406. ^ Whitefield, Mimi (July 20, 2015). "United States and Cuba reestablish diplomatic relations"[image: External link]. The Miami Herald. Retrieved July 19, 2015.


	
407. ^ Julie Hirschfeld Davis; Damien Cave (March 21, 2016). "Obama Arrives in Cuba, Heralding New Era After Decades of Hostility"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1.


	
408. ^ Lee, Carol E. "Obama Becomes First U.S. President to Address African Union"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. Retrieved July 29, 2015.


	
409. ^ "Remarks by President Obama to the People of Africa"[image: External link]. The White House. Retrieved July 29, 2015.


	
410. ^ Ferris, Sarah. "Obama: Proud to be first U.S. president to visit Kenya"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved July 30, 2015.


	
411. ^ "President Obama visits Hiroshima"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
412. ^ "US election: The Russia factor: Officials say Moscow's interference is unprecedented. Has the Kremlin achieved its goal?"[image: External link]. The FT. November 4, 2016.


	
413. ^ "Let's Get Putin's Attention"[image: External link]. The New York Times. October 5, 2016.


	
414. ^ "Europeans View Obama's Exit With a Mix of Admiration and Regret"[image: External link]. The New York Times. November 6, 2016.


	
415. ^ Wallace-Wells, Benjamin (November 2004). "The Great Black Hope: What's Riding on Barack Obama?"[image: External link]. Washington Monthly. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 13, 2008. Retrieved April 7, 2008. See also:Scott, Janny (December 28, 2007). "A Member of a New Generation, Obama Walks a Fine Line"[image: External link]. International Herald Tribune. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 17, 2008. Retrieved April 7, 2008.


	
416. ^ Payne, Les (August 19, 2007). "In One Country, a Dual Audience"[image: External link] (paid archive). Newsday. New York. Retrieved April 7, 2008.


	
417. ^ Dorning, Mike (October 4, 2007). "Obama Reaches Across Decades to JFK"[image: External link] (paid archive). Chicago Tribune. Retrieved April 7, 2008. See also:Harnden, Toby (October 15, 2007). "Barack Obama is JFK Heir, Says Kennedy Aide"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. London. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 15, 2008. Retrieved April 7, 2008.


	
418. ^ Holmes, Stephanie (November 30, 2008). "Obama: Oratory and originality"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 18, 2008. Retrieved December 11, 2008.

	Gallo, Carmine (March 3, 2008). "How to Inspire People Like Obama Does"[image: External link]. Bloomberg BusinessWeek. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 26, 2009. Retrieved February 21, 2009.

	Zlomislic, Diana (December 11, 2008). "New emotion dubbed 'elevation' "[image: External link]. Toronto Star. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 12, 2008. Retrieved December 11, 2008.

	Greene, Richard (January 25, 2011). "Obama Is America's Third Greatest Presidential Orator in Modern Era"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved July 2, 2011.





	
419. ^ "YouTube – ChangeDotGov's Channel"[image: External link]. YouTube. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 20, 2010. Retrieved April 18, 2010.


	
420. ^ Dyson, Michael Eric. (2016). The Black Presidency: Barack Obama and the Politics of Race in America. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. p. 275. ISBN 978-0-544-38766-9[image: External link].


	
421. ^ "Obama Starts With 68% Job Approval"[image: External link]. Gallup.com. January 24, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 16, 2011. Retrieved June 19, 2011.


	
422. ^ "Obama hits low point in Gallup Poll – 41%"[image: External link]. USA Today. April 15, 2011. Retrieved June 19, 2011.


	
423. ^ Jon Terbush (December 9, 2010). "Approval By Numbers: How Obama Compares To Past Presidents"[image: External link]. Tpmdc.talkingpointsmemo.com. Retrieved June 19, 2011.


	
424. ^ Oliphant, James (May 11, 2011). "Bin Laden bounce? New poll shows jump in Obama approval"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Retrieved June 7, 2011.


	
425. ^ Balz, Dan; Cohen, John (June 6, 2011). "Obama loses bin Laden bounce; Romney on the move among GOP contenders"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Nash Holdings LLC. Retrieved June 7, 2011.


	
426. ^ "Presidential Job Approval Center"[image: External link]. Gallup.com. Retrieved June 23, 2015.


	
427. ^ "Gallup Daily: Obama Job Approval"[image: External link]. Gallup Polling. January 22, 2015. Retrieved March 23, 2015.


	
428. ^ "World wants Obama as president: poll"[image: External link]. ABC News. Reuters. September 9, 2008.


	
429. ^ Wike, Richard; Poushter, Jacob; Zainulbhai, Hani (29 June 2016). "As Obama Years Draw to Close, President and U.S. Seen Favorably in Europe and Asia"[image: External link]. Global Attitudes & Trends. Pew Research Center. Retrieved 23 February 2017.


	
430. ^ Freed, John C. (February 6, 2009). "Poll shows Obama atop list of most respected"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved January 22, 2012.


	
431. ^ "Obama Most Popular Leader, Poll Finds"[image: External link]. The New York Times. May 29, 2009. Retrieved January 22, 2012.


	
432. ^ "Obama remains a popular symbol of hope"[image: External link]. France 24[image: External link]. June 2, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 13, 2011. Retrieved January 22, 2012.


	
433. ^ Goodman, Dean (February 10, 2008). "Obama or Clinton? Grammys go for Obama"[image: External link]. Reuters. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 19, 2008. Retrieved November 24, 2008.


	
434. ^ Strange, Hannah (March 5, 2008). "Celebrities join YouTube revolution"[image: External link]. The Times. London. Retrieved December 18, 2008. (subscription required)


	
435. ^ Wappler, Margaret (June 20, 2008). "Emmys give knuckle bump to will.i.am; more videos on the way"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times blogs. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 16, 2011. Retrieved January 26, 2012.


	
436. ^ Scherer, Michael (December 19, 2012). "2012 Person of the Year: Barack Obama, the President"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved December 19, 2012.


	
437. ^ Von Drehle, David (December 16, 2008). "Why History Can't Wait"[image: External link]. Time. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 17, 2008. Retrieved December 17, 2008.


	
438. ^ Barack Obama (May 25, 2011). "Full transcript -- Speech to UK Parliament"[image: External link]. New Statesman. Retrieved June 14, 2014.


	
439. ^ "20th century to the present day"[image: External link]. Parliament of the United Kingdom. April 21, 2010. Retrieved June 14, 2014.


	
440. ^ "The Nobel Peace Prize 2009"[image: External link]. Nobel Foundation. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 10, 2009. Retrieved October 9, 2009.


	
441. ^ "Obama: 'Peace requires responsibility' "[image: External link]. CNN. December 10, 2009. Retrieved May 21, 2011.


	
442. ^ Philp, Catherine (October 10, 2009). "Barack Obama's peace prize starts a fight"[image: External link]. The Times. London. Retrieved October 10, 2009.(subscription required)


	
443. ^ Samuelsohn, Darren (October 9, 2009). "Obama Wins Nobel Prize in Part for Confronting 'Great Climatic Challenges' "[image: External link]. The New York Times. Greenwire. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 15, 2010. Retrieved April 18, 2010.


	
444. ^ Sharon Otterman (October 9, 2009). "World Reaction to a Nobel Surprise"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 9, 2009.


	
445. ^ "Obama Peace Prize win has Americans asking why?"[image: External link]. Reuters. October 9, 2009. Retrieved October 9, 2009.


	
446. ^ "Obama: Nobel Peace Prize 'a call to action' – Politics – White House"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
447. ^ "Obama is surprise winner of Nobel Peace Prize"[image: External link]. Reuters. October 9, 2009. Retrieved October 9, 2009.


	
448. ^ "Remarks by the President on Winning the Nobel Peace Prize"[image: External link]. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
449. ^ Steven Erlanger (October 10, 2009). "Surprise Nobel for Obama Stirs Praise and Doubts"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved May 20, 2010.


	
450. ^ "Obama's win unique among presidents"[image: External link]. CNN. October 9, 2009.


	
451. ^ Taylor, Adam. "Obama's Nobel peace prize didn't have the desired effect, former Nobel official reveals"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved February 4, 2016.


	
452. ^ Korte, Gregory (January 20, 2017). "Inside Barack Obama's final hours in the White House"[image: External link]. USA Today.


	
453. ^ Kosinski, Michelle; Daniella Diaz (27 May 2016). "Peek inside Obama's post-presidential pad"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved 22 January 2017.


	
454. ^ Carter, Zach; Marans, Daniel (16 December 2016). "Obama All But Endorses Tom Perez Against Keith Ellison For DNC Chair"[image: External link]. Huffington Post.


	
455. ^ "Former President Barack H. Obama Announced as Recipient of 2017 John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award"[image: External link]. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum. 2 March 2017. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 8 April 2017. Retrieved 8 April 2017.


	
456. ^ Shear, Michael D. (April 24, 2017). "Obama Steps Back Into Public Life, Trying to Avoid One Word: Trump"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
457. ^ "Obama endorses Macron in French election"[image: External link]. Politico. May 4, 2017.


	
458. ^ "Obama: 'You get the politicians you deserve' "[image: External link]. Politico. May 9, 2017.


	
459. ^ Dovere, Edward-Isaac (May 25, 2017). "Obama in Berlin: 'We can’t hide behind a wall' "[image: External link]. Politico.


	
460. ^ Seipel, Brooke (May 27, 2017). "Obama visits Prince Harry at Kensington Palace"[image: External link]. The Hill.


	
461. ^ Lee, MJ (June 1, 2017). "Obama pans Trump withdrawal from climate deal"[image: External link]. CNN.


	
462. ^ Hanes, Allison (June 7, 2017). "Obama delivers message of hope to Montreal audience"[image: External link]. Montreal Gazette. Retrieved 9 June 2017.


	
463. ^ Schor, Elana (June 14, 2017). "Obama reaches out to Sen. Flake after shooting"[image: External link]. Politico.


	
464. ^ "Obama Foundation FAQs"[image: External link]. Barack Obama Foundation.


	
465. ^ a b "Obama Legacy Will Be Recovery from Recession, Affordable Care Act"[image: External link]. ABC News. January 20, 2017. Retrieved 15 March 2017.


	
466. ^ Long, Heather (6 January 2017). "Final tally: Obama created 11.3 million jobs"[image: External link]. CNN Money.


	
467. ^ "Barack Obama's Legacy: Dodd-Frank Wall Street reform"[image: External link]. CBS News. Retrieved 15 March 2017.


	
468. ^ Bennett, Jonah (January 6, 2017). "Obama's Military: A Legacy Of Unparalleled Social Change"[image: External link]. Daily Caller. Retrieved 15 March 2017.


	
469. ^ Reimann, Jakob (January 11, 2017). "False hope, broken promises: Obama's belligerent legacy"[image: External link]. ROAR Magazine[image: External link]. Retrieved 11 March 2017.[unreliable source?[image: External link]]


	
470. ^ Parsons, Christi; Hennigan, W. J. (January 13, 2017). "President Obama, who hoped to sow peace, instead led the nation in war"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times.


	
471. ^ DOD Personnel[image: External link]


	
472. ^ Gramlich, John (5 January 2017). "Federal prison population fell during Obama's term, reversing recent trend"[image: External link]. Pew Research Center.


	
473. ^ "Total Scores/Overall Rankings"[image: External link]. Presidential Historians Survey. C-SPAN. 2017. Retrieved March 11, 2017.


	
474. ^ Von Drehle, David (February 17, 2017). "Barack Obama Ranked 12th Best U.S. President Ever in Major Survey of Historians"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved February 18, 2017.














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	Jacobs, Sally H. (2011). The Other Barack: The Bold and Reckless Life of President Obama's Father[image: External link]. New York: PublicAffairs[image: External link]. ISBN  978-1-58648-793-5[image: External link].

	Maraniss, David[image: External link] (2012). Barack Obama: The Story[image: External link]. New York: Simon & Schuster[image: External link]. ISBN  978-1-4391-6040-4[image: External link].

	Mendell, David[image: External link] (2007). Obama: From Promise to Power[image: External link]. New York: Amistad/ HarperCollins[image: External link]. ISBN  978-0-06-085820-9[image: External link].

	Obama, Barack (2004) [1st. Pub. 1995]. Dreams from My Father[image: External link]: A Story of Race and Inheritance. New York: Three Rivers Press[image: External link]. ISBN  978-1-4000-8277-3[image: External link].

	Obama, Barack (2006). The Audacity of Hope[image: External link]: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream. New York: Crown Publishing Group[image: External link]. ISBN  978-0-307-23769-9[image: External link].

	Scott, Janny (2011). A Singular Woman: The Untold Story of Barack Obama's Mother[image: External link]. New York: Riverhead Books[image: External link]. ISBN  978-1-59448-797-2[image: External link].






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading






	Graff, Garrett M. (November 1, 2006). "The Legend of Barack Obama"[image: External link]. Washingtonian. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 14, 2008. Retrieved January 14, 2008.

	Koltun, Dave (2005). "The 2004 Illinois Senate Race: Obama Wins Open Seat and Becomes National Political "Star"". In Ahuja, Sunil; Dewhirst, Robert. The Road to Congress 2004. Hauppauge, New York: Nova Science Publishers. ISBN  978-1-59454-360-9[image: External link].

	Lizza, Ryan (September 2007). "Above the Fray"[image: External link]. GQ. Retrieved October 27, 2010.

	MacFarquhar, Larissa (May 7, 2007). "The Conciliator: Where is Barack Obama Coming From?"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Retrieved January 14, 2008.

	McClelland, Edward (2010). Young Mr. Obama: Chicago and the Making of a Black President. New York: Bloomsbury Press. ISBN  978-1-60819-060-7[image: External link].

	Zutter, Hank De (December 8, 1995). "What Makes Obama Run?"[image: External link]. Chicago Reader. Retrieved April 25, 2015.






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Official





	
Official website[image: External link] of The Office of Barack and Michelle Obama

	
Official website[image: External link] of The Obama Foundation

	
Official website[image: External link] of the Barack Obama Presidential Library

	
Official website[image: External link] of Organizing for Action[image: External link]


	White House biography[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Other





	Obama B. United States Health Care Reform: Progress to Date and Next Steps[image: External link]. JAMA[image: External link]. Published online July 11, 2016. doi:10.1001/jama.2016.9797.

	Teague Beckwith, Ryan (23 March 2017). "Read Barack Obama's Statement on the Anniversary of Obamacare[image: External link]". Time Magazine. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 31 March 2017. Retrieved 31 March 2017. See also: Taylor, Jessica (23 March 2017). "Obama: 'America Is Stronger Because Of The Affordable Care Act'[image: External link][dead link[image: External link]]". National Public Radio. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 31 March 2017. Retrieved 31 March 2017.

	Obama B. The President's Role in Advancing Criminal Justice Reform[image: External link]. Harvard Law Review[image: External link]. Published January 5, 2017.

	
Barack Obama[image: External link] at DMOZ


	United States Congress. "Barack Obama (id: O000167)"[image: External link]. Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.

	
Appearances[image: External link] on C-SPAN


	
Barack Obama[image: External link] articles in the archive of the Chicago Tribune


	
Collected news and commentary[image: External link] at the Tampa Bay Times's PolitiFact.com[image: External link]


	
Collected news and commentary[image: External link] at The Washington Post's Fact Checker blog

	
Barack Obama is officially one of the most consequential presidents in American history[image: External link] by Vox[image: External link] author Dylan Matthews on March 24, 2017. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 24, 2017. Retrieved April 2, 2017. The article describes the successes and failures of Barack Obama's domestic and foreign policy as well as provides articles for further reading in this context.

	
Works by Barack Obama[image: External link] at Project Gutenberg[image: External link]


	
Works by or about Barack Obama[image: External link] at Internet Archive[image: External link]


	
Barack Obama[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database






Categories[image: External link]:

	Barack Obama[image: External link]

	20th-century American writers[image: External link]

	20th-century scholars[image: External link]

	21st-century American politicians[image: External link]

	21st-century American writers[image: External link]

	21st-century scholars[image: External link]

	1961 births[image: External link]

	Activists from Illinois[image: External link]

	African-American feminists[image: External link]

	African-American non-fiction writers[image: External link]

	African-American people in Illinois politics[image: External link]

	African-American United States presidential candidates[image: External link]

	African-American United States Senators[image: External link]

	American civil rights lawyers[image: External link]

	American community activists[image: External link]

	American feminist writers[image: External link]

	American feminists[image: External link]

	American legal scholars[image: External link]

	American Nobel laureates[image: External link]

	American political writers[image: External link]

	Columbia University alumni[image: External link]

	Democratic Party (United States) presidential nominees[image: External link]

	Democratic Party Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	Democratic Party United States Senators[image: External link]

	Grammy Award winners[image: External link]

	Harvard Law School alumni[image: External link]

	Illinois State Senators[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Male feminists[image: External link]

	Nobel Peace Prize laureates[image: External link]

	Obama family[image: External link]

	Occidental College alumni[image: External link]

	Politicians from Chicago[image: External link]

	Politicians from Honolulu[image: External link]

	Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	Punahou School alumni[image: External link]

	United States presidential candidates, 2008[image: External link]

	United States presidential candidates, 2012[image: External link]

	United States Senators from Illinois[image: External link]

	University of Chicago Law School faculty[image: External link]

	Writers from Chicago[image: External link]

	Washington, D.C. Democrats[image: External link]

	Illinois Democrats[image: External link]

	American politicians of Luo descent[image: External link]

	American people of Luo descent[image: External link]

	American people of Irish descent[image: External link]

	American people of English descent[image: External link]

	American people of Scottish descent[image: External link]

	American people of Welsh descent[image: External link]

	American people of German descent[image: External link]

	American people of Swiss descent[image: External link]

	American people of French descent[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 15 June 2017, at 01:20.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Barack Obama: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Barack_Obama [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Presidential campaigns

	3 See also

	4 References





Governor of Texas






The Governor of Texas is the head of the executive branch[image: External link] of Texas's government and the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the state's military forces[image: External link]. The governor[image: External link] has the power to either approve or veto[image: External link] bills[image: External link] passed by the Texas Legislature[image: External link], and to convene the legislature. The governor may grant pardons[image: External link] in cases other than impeachment (but only when recommended by the Board of Pardons and Paroles[image: External link]) or in the case of treason[image: External link], with permission by the legislature. The current Governor is Greg Abbott.
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 History




The state's first constitution in 1845 established the office of governor, to serve for two years, but no more than four years out of every six (essentially a limit of no more than two consecutive terms).[2] The 1861 secessionist constitution set the term start date at the first Monday in the November following the election.[3] The 1866 constitution, adopted just after the American Civil War[image: External link], increased terms to 4 years, but no more than 8 years out of every 12, and moved the start date to the first Thursday after the organization of the legislature, or "as soon thereafter as practicable".[4] The Reconstruction[image: External link] constitution of 1869 removed the limit on terms,[5] Texas remains one of 14 states[6] with no gubernatorial term limit[image: External link]. The present constitution of 1876 shortened terms back to two years,[7] but a 1972 amendment increased it again to four years.[8]

The gubernatorial election is held every four years on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November and does not coincide with the presidential elections. The governor is sworn in on the third Tuesday of January every four years along with the lieutenant governor, so Abbott and current Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick both took office on January 20, 2015.

Despite the lack of term limits, no Texas governor in the 19th or 20th centuries ever served more than seven and a half consecutive years in office (Allan Shivers) or eight years total service (Bill Clements, in two non-consecutive four-year terms). Former Governor Rick Perry, who served from 2000 to 2015, has now surpassed both these records, becoming the first Texas governor to serve three consecutive terms. When Perry won the general election on November 2, 2010[image: External link], he joined Shivers, Price Daniel, and John Connally as the only Texas governors elected to three terms. In case of a vacancy in the office of governor, the lieutenant governor becomes governor.[9] This rule was added only in a 1999 amendment, prior to which the lieutenant governor only acted as governor, except during the time of the 1861 constitution, which said that the lieutenant governor would be styled "Governor of the State of Texas" in case of vacancy.[10]
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 Presidential campaigns





	One governor of Texas won his party's nomination and was elected President of the United States:

	
George W. Bush in 2000[image: External link] and 2004[image: External link] ( Republican[image: External link])





	Two governors actively sought the nomination of their party, but were unsuccessful:

	
John Connally in 1980[image: External link] ( Republican[image: External link], although Connally was elected Governor as a Democrat[image: External link])

	
Rick Perry in 2012[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link] ( Republican[image: External link])
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Lieutenant Governor of Texas






The Lieutenant Governor of Texas is the second-highest executive office[image: External link] in the government of Texas, a state in the U.S.[image: External link] It is the second most powerful post in Texas government because its occupant controls the work of the Texas Senate[image: External link] and controls the budgeting process as a leader of the Legislative Budget Board.

Under the provisions of the Texas Constitution[image: External link], the Lieutenant Governor is President of the Texas Senate[image: External link], and, unlike most other state constitutions and the U.S. constitution, regularly exercises this function rather than delegating it to the president pro tempore[image: External link] or a Majority Leader[image: External link]. By the rules of the Senate, the Lieutenant Governor establishes all special and standing committees, appoints all chairpersons and members, and assigns all Senate legislation to the committee of his choice. The Lieutenant Governor decides all questions of parliamentary procedure[image: External link] in the Senate. He or she also has broad discretion in following Senate procedural rules.

The Lieutenant Governor is an ex officio[image: External link] member of several statutory bodies. These include the Legislative Budget Board, the Legislative Council, the Legislative Audit Committee, the Legislative Board and Legislative Council, which have considerable sway over state programs, the budget and policy. The Lieutenant Governor is also a member of the Legislative Redistricting Board (together with the Speaker of the House, Attorney General, Comptroller, and Land Commissioner), which is charged with adopting a redistricting plan for the Texas House of Representatives, Texas Senate, or U.S. House of Representatives after the decennial census if the Legislature fails to do so.

In the case of a vacancy in the Lieutenant Governor's office, the Senate elects one of its members to act as President of the Senate until the next statewide office election, in effect becoming the Lieutenant Governor. A Senator elected as presiding officer in this way retains his district seat and the voting privileges entailed with his Senate election. The Lieutenant Governor is sworn-in on the third Tuesday every four years, the same as the Governor.

Dan Patrick has been the Lieutenant Governor of Texas since January 20, 2015.

The term of office was two years from 1846 to 1972. Voters then increased it to four years, effective for the 1974 election. [1]

The Lieutenant Governor assumes the powers of the Governor of Texas when the governor is out of the state or otherwise unable to discharge the office. The Lieutenant Governor is elected separately from the Governor, rather than on the same ticket; it is therefore possible for the Governor and Lieutenant Governor to be from different political parties (which was the case during Governor George W. Bush's first term and also during Bill Clements's two non-consecutive terms). The Lieutenant Governor becomes Governor if the elected Governor resigns, dies or is removed from office via impeachment and conviction. Former Governor Rick Perry took office upon George W. Bush's resignation on December 21, 2000. Bush became US President on January 20, 2001. When Perry became lieutenant governor on 19 January 1999, he became the first Republican since Albert Jennings Fountain in 1873 to serve as lieutenant governor, and the Republican to be elected as Lieutenant Governor since James W. Flanagan in 1869.
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 Compared to other lieutenant governors




Texas is one of the few states that vests significant power in the office of lieutenant governor, making it among the most influential. By contrast, the lieutenant governor position in other states has few (if any) legislative responsibilities, akin to the Vice President of the United States. The consequence is that the Governor of Texas is weaker than other states' governors.
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Bob Bullock






Robert Douglas Bullock, Sr., known as Bob Bullock (July 10, 1929 – June 18, 1999), was a Democratic[image: External link] politician[image: External link] from Texas, whose career spanned four decades[image: External link]. His service culminated in his term as the 38th Lieutenant Governor of Texas from January 15, 1991 to January 19, 1999 during the term of Governor Ann W. Richards[image: External link] and the first term of Governor George W. Bush.
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 Political career




Bullock began his career in public service as a member of the Texas House of Representatives[image: External link] in the 1960s. After a stint as an assistant attorney general and in the private practice of law, Bullock returned to public life when he was appointed secretary of state[image: External link], the state's chief elections and records officer, by Governor[image: External link] Preston Smith. Bullock soon left the post to prepare for a statewide race for state comptroller[image: External link] in the 1974 Democratic primary. Under Texas law, a secretary of state must resign in order to run for another office, a practice not required in most states. He served for four consecutive four-year terms.

Bullock, before he was widely known, was one of the few Texas Democrats to chastise John Connally for his party switch in 1973.[1] In 1998, Bullock himself would urge the reelection of a Republican[image: External link], then-Governor Bush.
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 Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts




In 1973, Bullock first sought the Democratic nomination for Comptroller. The octogenarian incumbent, Robert S. Calvert[image: External link], soon withdrew from the contest when he gauged Bullock's strength. In November 1974, he was elected in the general election defeating Republican Nick Rowe[image: External link], a former Vietnam War P.O.W.: Bullock garnered 1,099,559 votes (71.61%) to Rowe's 419,657 votes (27.33%). Once sworn into office in January 1975, Bullock promised to modernize the office and to collect certain taxes[image: External link] that had been previously gone uncollected for many years. The officials collecting such taxes were known as "Bullock raiders." Bullock was also the first elected state official to adopt an equal opportunity employment[image: External link] program, a policy that Calvert had opposed. Bullock was among the first elected officials to use computer technology in state government to cut costs and improve productivity. He was the winner of numerous national awards for his management skills, including the "Leon Rothenberg Taxpayer Service Award." During his sixteen years in office, Bullock pledged fair but aggressive audits. He made statewide headlines with a long series of "raids" on businesses which had collected state taxes from customers but had not turned them into the state. As an outgrowth of his tax collecting efforts, the term "Bullock's Raiders" entered the Texas government lexicon.

As Comptroller of Public Accounts, his frequent and increasingly accurate forecasts on state finances allowed the legislature to budget more accurately. He also developed a "Taxpayers Bill of Rights" to guarantee fairness, courtesy and common sense. Bullock was re-elected overwhelmingly in 1978 virtually unopposed garnering 1,288,320 votes (100.00%) since nobody bothered to run against him, in 1982 defeating Republican Mike Richards: Bullock garnered 1,791,650 votes (58.02%) to Richards' 1,245,328 votes (40.33%) and again in 1986 defeating Libertarian George Meeks: garnering 2,416,658 votes (90.02%) to Meeks' 267,872 votes (9.98%) and although Bullock refused to seek the governorship during the 1980s, he saw his eyes on the lieutenant governorship when on June 1, 1987, the longtime incumbent William P. "Bill" Hobby, Jr.[image: External link] of Houston[image: External link] announced he will not to seek re-election to a sixth term. Bullock quickly announced his candidacy for Lieutenant Governor in September 1987.
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 Lieutenant Governorship




In 1990, he was easily elected Lieutenant Governor, having defeated the 40-year-old Republican nominee, businessman Robert Mosbacher, Jr.[image: External link], of Houston, the son of the sitting United States Secretary of Commerce[image: External link] Robert Mosbacher[image: External link]. Bullock prevailed, garnering 2,002,360 votes (51.69 percent) to Mosbacher's 1,741,893 votes (44.97 percent) for the right to succeed the retiring Bill Hobby. Bullock took office on January 15, 1991, when Democrat Ann W. Richards became the state's second female governor. In 1994, Bullock was easily elected to a second four-year term as lieutenant governor defeating Republican Harold "Tex" Lezar. Bullock received 2,631,843 votes and (61.48 percent), while Lezar got 1,648,848 votes (38.52 percent). He was inaugurated for his second term on January 17, 1995, while Republican George W. Bush was sworn-in as the 46th Governor of Texas, having unseated Ann Richards. Bullock did not seek election to a third term in 1998, having been succeeded by Republican Agriculture Commissioner (and later Governor) Rick Perry on January 19, 1999.

Serving as Texas' 38th Lieutenant Governor, Bullock favored a hands-on management style that he carried onto the lieutenant governor's office and resulted in numerous achievements as the presiding officer of the Texas Senate[image: External link].[2] Bullock overhauled the ethics laws during his first term in an effort to restore public confidence in state government. He created the Texas Performance Review for the State Comptroller to analyze spending at state agencies and recommended cost-saving alternatives. He helped consolidate all environmental agencies into one department in an effort to better serve Texans and protecting the state's natural resources. As the state's second-highest elected statewide officeholder, Bullock aggressively pushed through a constitutional amendment requiring voter approval before a state personal income tax can be enacted and requiring the money be earmarked for education, if voters approve the tax. He led efforts to modernize the Texas tax system and worked on state problems in tort reform, health and juvenile justice. Bullock was instrumental in finding a legislative solution to get Texas out of federal court lawsuits involving prisons and mental health. He was a leader in legislative efforts to revamp the state's educational funding system and ushered through a law that created the state's first comprehensive water conservation and management plan, and promoted establishing a state museum in the Capitol Complex. Lawmakers during the 76th Legislature voted to name the museum after him for his work on the project.

As Lieutenant Governor, he professed a nonpartisan approach to lawmaking, often telling members of the Texas Senate[image: External link] to leave their politics at the door. Bullock and Bush got along well, in part because Bullock got to lead an increasingly Republican legislature to agree to key laws and policies and "when they passed, Bullock and House Speaker Pete Laney[image: External link] allowed Bush to claim some credit."[2] Bullock unofficially endorsed Republican Governor Bush's presidential campaign even before it got off the ground. At a November 8, 2006, post-election press conference, a reporter from the Austin American-Statesman[image: External link], who had covered Bush's tenure as governor, asked Bush if he thought then U.S. House Speaker-elect Nancy Pelosi resembled Bullock. The President replied that the reporter's question was an inside joke. The question was a thinly-veiled reference to the close working relationship, well known in Texas, to have existed between Republican Bush and Democrat Bullock; the reporter apparently was asking whether Bush would be capable of forging a similar bipartisan relationship with the members of the new Democratic legislative majority in the U. S. Congress.

Bullock was renowned for his blunt and sometimes politically incorrect speaking style, but also for his trademark closing line "God bless Texas." A lover of Texas history, he was instrumental in the establishment of the Texas State History Museum[image: External link], located just to the north of the State Capitol in Austin. Opened to the public on April 21, 2001 (San Jacinto Day) after Bullock's death, it was named in his honor. The second-floor lobby of the museum features a seven-foot-tall bronze statue of Bullock holding a giant gavel, next to a gallery of items and a video from his career in politics.
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 Personal life




Born in Hillsboro[image: External link] in Hill County[image: External link], Bullock attended Hill College[image: External link], a junior college[image: External link]. In 1955, he received his bachelor's degree from Texas Tech University[image: External link] in Lubbock[image: External link]. He obtained a law degree from Baylor University[image: External link] in Waco[image: External link]. His political papers are housed in the Baylor Collection of Political Materials. Bullock also served in the U.S. Air Force[image: External link] during the Korean War[image: External link]. Bullock's adult life was marred by alcoholism[image: External link] and divorce[image: External link]; he had a total of five marriages[image: External link], although at least one of them was a repeat. He stopped drinking in 1981 and remained active with Alcoholics Anonymous[image: External link] for the remainder of his life. Bullock died in Austin of cancer[image: External link] and is interred there at the Texas State Cemetery[image: External link].

Texas State Highway Loop 20[image: External link] in Laredo[image: External link] is named the Bob Bullock Loop in his honor. The Laredo Energy Arena[image: External link] is located just off the Bob Bullock Loop. The Texas State History Museum, located a few blocks north of the Capitol Building in Austin, is named to honor Bullock's efforts in the establishment of the facility.[3]
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Ann Richards






For other people named Ann Richards, see Ann Richards (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Dorothy Richards" redirects here. For the mountaineer, see Dorothy Pilley Richards[image: External link].

Dorothy Ann Willis Richards (September 1, 1933 – September 13, 2006) was an American politician and the 45th Governor of Texas from 1991 to 1995. A Democrat, she first came to national attention as the state treasurer[image: External link] of Texas, when she delivered the keynote address at the 1988 Democratic National Convention[image: External link]. Richards served as the 45th Governor of Texas[image: External link] from 1991 to 1995 and was defeated for re-election in 1994 by George W. Bush.[1] Richards was the second female governor[image: External link] of Texas, and was frequently noted in the media for her outspoken feminism[image: External link] and her one-liners[image: External link].[2]
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 Early life




Ann Richards was born Dorothy Ann Willis in Lakeview (now part of Lacy Lakeview[image: External link]), in McLennan County, Texas[image: External link], the only child of Robert Cecil Willis and Mildred Iona Warren. She grew up in Waco[image: External link], participated in Girls State[image: External link], and graduated from Waco High School[image: External link] in 1950. She attended Baylor University[image: External link] on a Debate team[image: External link] scholarship, and earned a bachelor's degree. After marrying high school sweetheart David "Dave" Richards, she moved to Austin[image: External link], where she earned a teaching certificate from the University of Texas[image: External link]. David and Ann Richards had four children Cecile[image: External link], Daniel, Clark, and Ellen.

Richards taught social studies[image: External link] and history at Fulmore Junior High School in Austin from 1955–1956. She campaigned for Texas liberals[image: External link] and progressives[image: External link] such as Henry B. Gonzalez[image: External link], Ralph Yarborough[image: External link], and future U.S. District Judge[image: External link] Sarah T. Hughes[image: External link].
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 Political career
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 Early political career




By the 1970s, Richards was an accomplished political worker, having worked to elect liberal Democrats Sarah Weddington[image: External link] and Wilhelmina Delco to the Texas Legislature[image: External link], and having presented training sessions throughout the state on campaign techniques for women candidates and managers. She supported ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment[image: External link] to the U.S. Constitution, presenting the amendment to the delegates of the National Women's Conference, held in Houston in 1978, but the amendment was never ratified by enough states to become part of the Constitution.

In 1976, Richards ran against and defeated a three-term incumbent on the four-member Travis County, Texas[image: External link] Commissioners' Court; she took 81.4 percent of the vote against Libertarian opponent Laurel Freeman to win re-election in 1980. During this time, her marriage ended, in part because of the strain of politics on the relationship. Richards' drinking became more pronounced, and she sought and completed treatment for alcoholism[image: External link] in 1980.
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 State Treasurer




After the incumbent Texas State Treasurer[image: External link], Warren G. Harding[image: External link] (no relation to the former U.S. president of the same name), became mired in legal troubles in 1982, Richards won the Democratic nomination for that post. Winning election against a Republican opponent in November that year, Richards became the first woman elected to statewide office in more than fifty years. In 1986, she was re-elected treasurer without opposition. Richards was a popular and proactive treasurer who worked to maximize the return of Texas state investments. Richards said that when she took office, the Treasury Department was run something like a 1930s country bank, with deposits that didn't earn interest.[citation needed[image: External link]] At the 1984 Democratic National Convention, Richards delivered one of the nominating speeches for nominee Walter Mondale, and she campaigned actively for the Mondale/Ferraro ticket in Texas, even though President Ronald Reagan enjoyed great popularity in her state.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1988 Democratic National Convention




Richards' keynote address to the 1988 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] put her in the national spotlight. The speech was highly critical of the Reagan Administration and then-Vice President George H. W. Bush. Her address was notable for including several humorous remarks displaying her down-home Texas charm such as: "I'm delighted to be here with you this evening, because after listening to George Bush all these years, I figured you needed to know what a real Texas accent sounds like", "Poor George, he can't help it. He was born with a silver foot in his mouth",[3] "…two women in 160 years is about par for the course. But if you give us a chance, we can perform. After all, Ginger Rogers[image: External link] did everything that Fred Astaire[image: External link] did. She just did it backwards and in high heels."[4] and "When we pay billions for planes that won't fly, billions for tanks that won't fire, and billions for systems that won't work, that old dog won't hunt. And you don't have to be from Waco to know that when the Pentagon makes crooks rich and doesn't make America strong, that it's a bum deal." Richards' convention address has been cited by rhetorical experts as a historically significant speech.[5] The speech set the tone for her political future. In 1989, with co-author Peter Knobler[image: External link], she wrote her autobiography, Straight from the Heart: My Life in Politics and Other Places.
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 Governorship




In 1990, Texas' Republican[image: External link] governor, Bill Clements, decided not to run for re-election to a third nonconsecutive term. Richards painted herself as a sensible progressive, and won the Democratic gubernatorial nomination against Attorney General[image: External link] (and former U.S. representative) Jim Mattox[image: External link] of Dallas and former Governor Mark White[image: External link] of Houston[image: External link]. Mattox ran a particularly abrasive campaign against Richards, accusing her of having had drug problems beyond alcoholism. The Republicans nominated colorful multi-millionaire rancher[image: External link] Clayton W. Williams, Jr.[image: External link], of Fort Stockton[image: External link] and Midland. Republican political activist[image: External link] Susan Weddington[image: External link] of San Antonio[image: External link], a Williams supporter, placed a black wreath that read "Death to the Family" at the door of Richards's campaign headquarters in Austin. After a series of legendary gaffes by Williams (most notably a joke about the crime of rape[image: External link]),[6] Richards narrowly won on November 6, 1990 by a margin of 49-47 percent. Libertarian Party candidate Jeff Daiell drew 3.3 percent in an effort that included television spots and considerable personal campaigning. Richards was inaugurated governor the following January.[citation needed[image: External link]][7]

Although officially she was the second woman to hold Texas's top office, Richards is considered the first woman elected governor of Texas in her own right, since twice-elected Miriam "Ma" Ferguson is often discounted as having been a proxy for impeached governor James E. "Pa" Ferguson, her husband.

The economy of Texas[image: External link] had been in a slump since the mid-1980s, compounded by a downturn in the U.S. economy. Richards responded with a program of economic revitalization, yielding growth in 1991 of 2 percent when the U.S. economy[image: External link] as a whole shrank.[citation needed[image: External link]] Richards also attempted to streamline Texas's government and regulatory institutions for business and the public; her efforts in the former tried but failed to help revitalize Texas's corporate infrastructure for its explosive economic growth later in the decade, and her audits on the state bureaucracy saved $600 million.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As governor, Richards reformed the Texas prison[image: External link] system, establishing a substance abuse[image: External link] program for inmates, reducing the number of violent offenders released, and increasing prison space to deal with a growing prison population (from less than 60,000 in 1992 to more than 80,000 in 1994). She backed proposals to reduce the sale of semi-automatic firearms[image: External link] and "cop-killer" bullets in the state.[8]

She signed into law the amendment of the Texas Financial Responsibility Law where renewal of a motor vehicle's registration (also covers initial registration of a motor vehicle), safety inspection sticker, driver's license, and/or obtaining new license plates require that a motorist must have a valid auto insurance policy. The law, which passed on September 1, 1991, broadens the 1982 law where a police officer will request a driver's license and proof of insurance during a traffic stop.[citation needed[image: External link]]

She appointed then State Representative[image: External link] Lena Guerrero[image: External link] of Austin to a vacancy on the Texas Railroad Commission[image: External link]. The Hispanic[image: External link] Guerrero (1957–2008) was the first non- Anglo[image: External link] to serve on the commission in history. However, problems over falsification of her resume led to her resignation from the commission and defeat by the Republican Barry Williamson[image: External link] in the 1992 general election.

The Texas Lottery[image: External link] was also instituted during her governorship—advocated as a means of supplementing school finances; Richards purchased the first lottery[image: External link] ticket on May 29, 1992, in Oak Hill[image: External link], near Austin.[9]

School finance remained one of the key issues of Richards' governorship and of those succeeding hers; the famous Robin Hood plan[image: External link] was launched in the 1992–1993 biennium and attempted to make school funding more equitable across school districts. Richards also sought to decentralize control over education policy to districts and individual campuses; she instituted "site-based management" to this end.

In 1993, Richards signed into law the re-codified Texas Penal Code which included anti-homosexual Section 21.06, the state's "Homosexual Conduct" law which states: "(a) A person commits an offense if he engages in deviate sexual intercourse with another individual of the same sex. (b) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.".[10] In 1990, Richards had campaigned in Houston to repeal the law. But, as governor, her signature criminalized same-sex sexual relations in Texas.

Despite outspending the Bush campaign by 23%, she was defeated in 1994 by George W. Bush, with 45.88% of the vote to Bush's 53.48% while Libertarian Keary Ehlers received 0.64%.[11] The Richards campaign had hoped for a misstep from the relatively inexperienced Republican candidate, but none appeared, while Richards created many of her own, including calling Bush "some jerk", "shrub" and "that young Bush boy"[12]

Karl Rove, the Bush campaign strategist, listed three specific reasons that may have contributed to Richards's defeat:[13]


	Her opposition to the concealed weapon bill authored by State Representative Suzanna Hupp[image: External link]. When asked if women might feel safer if they could carry guns in their purses, Richards replied, "Well, I'm not a sexist, but there is not a woman in this state who could find a gun in her handbag, much less a lipstick." The bill was later passed by the state legislature and signed by Governor Bush in 1995.

	Her attempt in 1994 to give five Texas waterways and the surrounding land centered at Barton Springs[image: External link] to the U.S. federal government, a move that would have seized private property and hurt economic development in Central Texas, and

	Her "Prince Charming" speech at the American Legions Girls State[image: External link] meeting in Austin in which she remarked: "Prince Charming may be driving a Honda (motorcycle) and telling you you have no equal, but that's not going to do much good when you've got kids and a mortgage, and I could add he's got a beer gut and a wandering eye. Prince Charming, if he does ride up on a Honda, he's going to expect you to make the payments." Her words were received as bitter and hostile against both sexes, and perceived as a negative view of marriage and family.[14]
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 Post-governorship




Richards was defeated in the 1994 Republican landslide[image: External link] that also unseated New York Governor[image: External link] Mario Cuomo[image: External link] and brought a Republican majority to the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives. Richards and Cuomo appeared in a series of humorous television commercials[image: External link] for the snack food Doritos[image: External link][15] shortly afterward, in which they discussed the "sweeping changes" occurring. The changes they are discussing turn out to be the new Doritos packaging.

Beginning in 2001, Richards was a senior advisor to the communications firm Public Strategies, Inc.[16] in Austin and New York. From 1995 to 2001, Richards was also a senior advisor with Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson and Hand[image: External link], a Washington, D.C.[image: External link]-based international law firm.[citation needed[image: External link]] Richards sat on the boards of the Aspen Institute[image: External link], J.C. Penney[image: External link], and T.I.G. Holdings.

One of her daughters, Cecile Richards[image: External link], became president of Planned Parenthood[image: External link] in 2006.[17] Ann Richards demonstrated interest in social causes such as equality[image: External link], abortion[image: External link], and women's rights[image: External link].

She was a tireless campaigner for Democratic candidates throughout the United States. In the 2004 presidential election[image: External link], Richards endorsed Howard Dean[image: External link][18] for the Democratic nomination, and campaigned on his behalf. Richards later stumped for Democratic nominee John Kerry,[19] highlighting the issues of health care[image: External link] and women's rights. Some political pundits mentioned her as a potential running mate to Kerry; however, she did not make his list of top finalists, and he selected North Carolina[image: External link] Senator John Edwards[image: External link]. Richards said that she was "not interested" in a political comeback.
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 Teaching




Richards had taught social studies and history at Fulmore Junior High School in Austin (1954–1957). She continued teaching in later years.

Richards served at Brandeis University[image: External link] as the Fred and Rita Richman Distinguished Visiting Professor of Politics from 1997 to 1998. In 1998 she was elected as a trustee of Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts[image: External link], she was reelected in 2004, and continued to hold the position until her death.

She was diagnosed with osteoporosis[image: External link] in 1996, having lost  3⁄4 inch in height and broken her hand and ankle. She changed her diet and lifestyle, and then her bone density stabilized. She spoke frequently about this experience, teaching or advocating a healthier lifestyle for women at risk of the disease. In 2004, she authored I'm Not Slowing Down, with Dr. Richard U. Levine ( M.D.[image: External link]), which describes her own battle with osteoporosis and offers guidance to others with the disease.

In a review of I'm Not Slowing Down by Steve Labinski,[20] the book was described as inspiring women to fight the disease with various tactics, such as:


	identifying factors that might increase vulnerability to osteoporosis including lack of estrogen[image: External link], menopause[image: External link], and usage of drugs related to caffeine[image: External link], tobacco[image: External link] and alcohol[image: External link];[20]


	emphasizing the impact of bone-density tests and explaining the process using Ann Richard's own bone test as an example;

	supplying an extensive list of calcium[image: External link]-enriched foods which are beneficial, plus noting some foods to avoid;

	listing everyday tips to improve muscle condition and prevent bone injuries.[20]




Reviewer Labinski also noted that in the mission to help women overcome osteoporosis, Ann Richards had created a useful, and often humorous, book that would inspire many.[20]

In the fall of 2005, Ann Richards taught a class called "Women and Leadership" at the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link]: twenty-one female students were selected for that class.
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 Arts and film




One of her first legislative requests was to move the Texas Music Office[image: External link] (created in 1990 during the administration of Governor Bill Clements) and the Texas Film Commission (created in 1971 during Governor Preston Smith's term) from the Texas Department of Commerce to the Office of the Governor.

Her longtime personal interest in Texas film and music greatly raised the public profile of both industries and brought the two programs into the Governor's Office. As a result, these industries were institutionalized as key high-profile parts of Texas' future economic growth plans. Other of her music milestones include publishing the first "Texas Music Industry Directory"(1991) and her "Welcome to Texas" speech to the opening day registrants of the 1993 South By Southwest Music and Media Conference.[21] She was involved with the Texas Film Hall of Fame[image: External link] from the beginning. At the first ceremony, she inducted Liz Smith[image: External link]. She was emcee[image: External link] every subsequent year but had to cancel at the last minute in 2006 because of her diagnosis with cancer.

Richards said, "I’ve been a friend to Texas film since the number of people who cared about Texas film could have fit in a phone booth." She was an advocate for the Texas film industry and traveled to Los Angeles[image: External link] to market her state. Gary Bond, the director of the Austin Film Commission, noted, "She was far from being the first governor to appoint a film commissioner; I think she was the first that really brought the focus of Hollywood[image: External link] to Texas."

She was also a mentor to other women. She advised Rebecca Campbell, executive director of the Austin Film Society, "Whenever you speak in public you’ve got to tell them what you need from them." She put the spotlight on film as a genuine industry, brought more focus to Texas, and had a tremendous network of people in the entertainment industry. She gave more focus to film as a business than had been done before.

Evan Smith[image: External link], editor of Texas Monthly magazine and president of the Austin Film Society[image: External link] board of directors, commented about Ann Richards and the film industry:


"I came to know Ann first as a moviegoer. I’d walk into various movie theaters and see the white hair up above the stadium seating. That’s how you'd know she was there. People do all kinds of things to get noticed in politics, but Ann wasn't there for anyone but Ann. She was someone who loved the movies, loved the tactile experience of being in the movie theater, loved talking about movies, loved meeting filmmakers – I think she was more excited to meet filmmakers than foreign dignitaries. At the Texas Film Hall of Fame, she was as much a celebrity at that event as anyone honored. People paid money to see her as much as anyone else there. She would often ride down to Austin on the New York plane with the celebrities being honored. One year it was with Ethan Hawke[image: External link]. All she wanted to talk about, at the pre-party, was that “Ethan Hawke is so cute.” She loved him. This was not something that could be faked. She was starstruck. She loved these guys … (Watching a clip from Terrence Malick[image: External link]’s “Days of Heaven” at a Hall of Fame ceremony), she is mesmerized by this image. I mean, her eyes are glued to that screen. Again this is not something that you can fake. And she looked at me and she said “I love the movies” with this childlike voice, this passion. Standing next to me at that moment was not the former governor, a political swordsman... she was like all the rest of us, just someone who loved the movies. It’s a terrible loss for Texas in so many ways, but for the cultural community to have an advocate in that position, you don’t have that but once a generation, if you’re lucky." –[21]



Richards lent her trademark voice and command of language to the screen. She narrated the popular and humorous documentary film "Barbecue: A Texas Love Story"[image: External link] for young Austin director Chris Elley[image: External link], going as far as holding a big BBQ rib in front of her face for publicity photos. During the voice session, she even helped revise the script. In the audio booth, she pointed out a phrase in the original script that was too vague in her opinion by joking "What does that mean?! It doesn't mean anything. It sounds like something George Bush would say." She was interviewed in the 1996 Ken Burns[image: External link] documentary series The West[image: External link] about the history of Texas and the United States in the 1800s and appeared in the 2009 documentary film, Sam Houston: American Statesman, Soldier, and Pioneer.[22]

It is believed her last appearance in film was in a short public announcement used at the Alamo Drafthouse[image: External link] asking patrons not to be disruptive during the film.[23] The Alamo Drafthouse still uses it today, with an addition at the end in honor of Ann Richards.

Richards was active in the Austin City Limits[image: External link] Festivals, and the SXSW[image: External link] festival: the interactive, music, and film festival, held each year in Austin.
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 Awards and recognitions




During her career, Ann Richards received many awards and honors including: Baylor Distinguished Alumna, the Texas NAACP Presidential Award for Outstanding Contributions to Civil Rights[image: External link], the National Wildlife Federation Conservation Achievement Award[image: External link], the Orden del Aguila Azteca (Order of the Aztec Eagle) presented by the government of Mexico, the Maurice N. Eisendrath Bearer of Light Award from the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and the Texas Women’s Hall of Fame honoree for Public Service.
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 Final years and death




While the events of 9/11[image: External link] motivated many New Yorkers to leave the city, Liz Smith[image: External link] wrote that it drove the former governor to that city in which she would spend the last five years of her life.[24]

In March 2006, Richards disclosed that she had been diagnosed with esophageal cancer[image: External link], a disease with increased prevalence in those with histories of long-term alcohol and tobacco use. She received treatment at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center[image: External link] in Houston.[25] Richards' earlier use of tobacco and alcohol were likely the greatest contributors to her death. Near the end of her life it was noted that "[She] admitted to heavy drinking and smoking in her younger years, saying she "smoked like a chimney and drank like a fish.""[26]

She died from the cancer on the night of September 13, 2006, at her home in Austin[image: External link], surrounded by her family. Her remains are interred at Texas State Cemetery[image: External link] in Austin.[27] She was survived by her four children, their spouses, and eight grandchildren. Three memorial services were held.[28]
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 Legacy




On November 16, 2006, the City of Austin changed the official name of Congress Avenue Bridge (which opened in 1910) to "Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue Bridge[image: External link]".

Her 1988 DNC keynote address was listed as #38 in American Rhetoric's Top 100 Speeches of the 20th Century (listed by rank).[29]

The Ann Richards School for Young Women Leaders[image: External link] in Austin, Texas[image: External link], which Ann Richards helped to create, is named for her. The Ann Richards School, a college preparatory school for girls in grades 6-12, opened in the fall of 2007 in Austin, and continues to celebrate the life and legacy of Governor Richards.

A tribute to Richards was featured during the "HerStory" video tribute to notable women on U2[image: External link]'s tour in 2017 for the 30th anniversary of The Joshua Tree[image: External link] during a performance of "Ultraviolet (Light My Way"[30] from the band's 1991[image: External link] album Achtung Baby[image: External link].
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 In popular culture




In 2001, Richards guest starred as herself in a fifth season episode of the Texas-based animated TV series King of the Hill[image: External link]. In the episode entitled "Hank and the Great Glass Elevator[image: External link]", she gets mooned by Hank Hill[image: External link] and then enters into a brief relationship with Bill Dauterive[image: External link]. She is also seen in the closing credits[image: External link] of King of the Hill Season 1 Episode 4, playing tether ball with Willie Nelson[image: External link]'s roadie[image: External link].

Richards made a voice cameo in Disney's 2004 animated film Home on the Range[image: External link], where she voiced a saloon owner named Annie.

Richards was a topic in the film Bush's Brain[image: External link] (by Joseph Mealey and Michael Shoob), in a long segment regarding her defeat in the 1994 election for Texas governor. The film presents the case that the defeat of Richards involved a whisper campaign[image: External link] that the governor (mother of four children) was a lesbian because she had allegedly hired many gays and lesbians to work on her re-election campaign.

In the 2008 Oliver Stone film W., Richards is mentioned during George Bush's campaign as "Ms. Big Mouth, Big Hair".[31]

Richards was one of the characters portrayed by Anna Deavere Smith[image: External link] in her play, Let Me Down Easy, which explores the meaning of the word "grace." The show opened in 2008, played in cities around the country, and was featured as part of PBS[image: External link]'s Great Performances[image: External link] series on January 13, 2012.

In 2010, actress Holland Taylor[image: External link] debuted in a one-woman show[image: External link] called "Ann: An Affectionate Portrait of Ann Richards" at the Charline McCombs Empire Theater in San Antonio[image: External link], Texas.[32] The show was subsequently staged at the Kennedy Center[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], and the Vivian Beaumont Theater[image: External link] in New York City's Lincoln Center[image: External link] in 2013.[33] Taylor said of her subject, "She was brave, strong, and funny—Bill Clinton has said the wittiest person he'd ever met!...She ran as a liberal in conservative Texas, so I had to write a play about her four incredible years in Austin.... She was ahead of Obama by about 10 years as in 'inclusive' leader."[24]

In 2012 a documentary about her political life Ann Richards' Texas was released.[34] On April 28, 2014, HBO[image: External link] released a documentary, All About Ann: Governor Richards of the Lone Star State.
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 Electoral history






	Texas Gubernatorial Election 1990



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ann Richards
	1,925,670
	49.47
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Clayton Williams
	1,826,431
	46.92
	



	
	Libertarian
	Jeff Daiell
	129,128
	3.32
	






	Texas Gubernatorial Election 1994



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	George W. Bush
	2,350,994
	53.48
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ann Richards (Incumbent)
	2,016,928
	45.88
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^ The comment was a combination of two American idioms: a man born into wealth is described as "born with a silver spoon[image: External link] in his mouth", and a man who embarrasses himself while speaking is described as "putting his foot in his mouth". A similar line had been used by Mary Wickes[image: External link], Richard Dawson[image: External link], and Betty White[image: External link] on an episode of Match Game '76[image: External link], in which they were asked to fill in a phrase stating that President Ford was "born with a silver _______ in his mouth", and all three suggested "foot". The line was also used in M*A*S*H episode 180, "Nurse Doctor", originally aired on 29 October 1979.


	
^ The line originated in a 1982 Frank and Ernest[image: External link] cartoon as, "Sure he was great, but don't forget that Ginger Rogers did everything he did, backwards... and in high heels." On the internet and in many publications the line is incorrectly attributed to Faith Whittlesey[image: External link] (see "List of Websites That Have Attributed Thaves' Line to Whittlesey"[image: External link]. Google[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-07-25.). Ann Richards popularized the line by using it in this speech but she credits Linda Ellerbee[image: External link] with giving her the line, and Ellerbee credits an anonymous passenger on an airplane with giving her the line (see Keyes, Ralph (2006). "The Quote Verifier: Who Said What, Where, and When". St. Martin's Griffin. p. 77. ISBN  0-312-34004-4[image: External link].). The official Ginger Rogers website[image: External link] attributes the line to Thaves.


	
^ Michael E. Eidenmuller (1988-07-19). "Ann Richards - Democratic National Convention Keynote Address"[image: External link]. American Rhetoric. Retrieved 2013-04-24.


	
^ "Texas Candidate's Comment About Rape Causes a Furor"[image: External link]. The New York Times. March 26, 1990.


	
^ "The Paintings of James E. Tennison" (portrait artist), 2007, webpage: JTenn-bio[image: External link]: states James E. Tennison painted portrait of Ann Richards, for the State Capitol in Austin (as governor).


	
^ "Modern Texas - Texas State Library and Archives Commission"[image: External link]. Tsl.state.tx.us. Retrieved 2013-04-24.


	
^ Texas State Library & Archives Commission, "Prints and Photographs Collection - Ann Richards" (first Lottery ticket), www.tsl.state.tx.us, 2005-11-02, web: TxUS-Riachards-Lottery[image: External link]: Governor Ann Richards bought the first scratch-off[image: External link] lottery ticket at Polk's Feed Store in Oak Hill, Texas, on May 29, 1992. Sales of Lotto Texas[image: External link]' computer-picked random number tickets began six months later.


	
^ "PENAL CODE CHAPTER 21. SEXUAL OFFENSES"[image: External link]. Statutes.legis.state.tx.us. Retrieved 19 January 2015.


	
^ [1][image: External link] Archived[image: External link] March 4, 2005, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ "Baseball Owner to Governor"[image: External link]. pbs.org. Retrieved 2013-04-24.


	
^ Karl Rove, Courage and Consequence: My Life As a Conservative in the Fight[image: External link]. New York City[image: External link]: Simon & Schuster[image: External link], 2010), pp. 89-90. 2010-04-01. ISBN  9781439199268[image: External link]. Retrieved June 18, 2011.


	
^ Karen Highes, Ten Minustes from Normal[image: External link]. Viking Adult, 2004), pp. 81-82. 2004-03-30. ISBN  9780670033058[image: External link]. Retrieved April 20, 2014.


	
^ "Doritos Ad is Just a Chip Off the ol' Political Block"[image: External link]. Sports Business Daily. 27 January 1995.


	
^ "Former Texas Governor Ann Richards Dies at 73"[image: External link]. The New York Times. 13 September 2009.


	
^ Johnson, Darragh (25 March 2006). "Cecile Richards, Planned Parenthood's Choice Leader"[image: External link]. The Washington Post.


	
^ West, Paul (16 January 2004). "Former rival endorses Dean as '04 race tightens in Iowa". The Baltimore Sun.


	
^ "Larry King Live". CNN. 30 September 2004.


	
^ a b c d Book Review - Winning My Battle With Osteoporosis by Ann Richards" (formal review), Steve Labinski, webpage: Texana-Texas-AR[image: External link].


	
^ a b Sarah Linder, "Richards was a Friend of Texas film" (filmmaking), "Austin American Statesman", Austin, Texas[image: External link], 2006-09-14, web: AR[image: External link].


	
^ About the film, The Sam Houston Project[image: External link], retrieved on 20 March 2017.


	
^ King, Michael (2006-09-22). "Point Austin: Austin Girl"[image: External link]. Austin Chronicle.


	
^ a b Smith, Liz, Spotlight: Driving Ms. Richards, Vanity Fair, March 2013, p. 265


	
^ [2][image: External link] Archived[image: External link] August 6, 2007, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ ABC News. "Richards' Death Highlights Rise in Esophageal Cancer"[image: External link]. ABC News. Retrieved 19 January 2015.


	
^ AP, "Former Texas Gov. Ann Richards, 73, dies" (CNN.com), 2006-09-13, web: [3][image: External link]: on death at home, with family. Archived[image: External link] September 21, 2006, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ KVUE-TV[image: External link], "Richards services finalized", News for Austin, Texas[image: External link]: KVUE.com, September 15, 2006, web: KVUE-Richards[image: External link].


	
^ Michael E. Eidenmuller (2009-02-13). "Top 100 Speeches of the 20th Century by Rank"[image: External link]. American Rhetoric. Retrieved 2015-10-27.


	
^ http://www.u2songs.com/news/updated_the_women_of_ultra_violet_light_my_way[image: External link]


	
^ Jill Cozzi, "Bush's Brain" (film review), Mixed Reviews, 2004, web: MixedReviews-BB[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] March 3, 2016, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]..


	
^ Wayne Slater, (December 12, 2010) One-woman play about ex-Texas Gov. Ann Richards portrays a real 'piece of work'[image: External link], The Dallas Morning News[image: External link]. Retrieved 2010-12-28.


	
^ "Holland Taylor Led ANN to Open at Vivian Beaumont Theater on March 7"[image: External link]. broadwayworld.com. September 24, 2012.


	
^ "Ann Richards' Texas (2012)"[image: External link]. IMDb.com. October 24, 2012.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	Ann Richards, Richard U. Levine, M.D., I'm Not Slowing Down; Winning My Battle With Osteoporosis, publisher: Plume, July 27, 2004, Paperback, 208 pages, ISBN 0-452-28412-0[image: External link].

	Ann Richards, Richard U. Levine, M.D., I'm Not Slowing Down; Winning My Battle With Osteoporosis, publisher: E.P. Dutton[image: External link], August 7, 2003, Hardcover, 256 pages, ISBN 0-525-94691-8[image: External link].

	Ann Richards, Peter Knobler, Straight from the Heart: My Life in Politics and Other Places, publisher: Simon & Schuster[image: External link], New York[image: External link], 1989, Hardcover, 256 pages, illustrated with 14 black & white photographs, ISBN 0-671-68073-0[image: External link].






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links






	This article's use of external links[image: External link] may not follow Wikipedia's policies or guidelines. Please improve this article[image: External link] by removing excessive[image: External link] or inappropriate[image: External link] external links, and converting useful links where appropriate into footnote references[image: External link]. (January 2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])





	Texas State Library: Governors of Texas[image: External link]

	Ann Richards' 1988 Democratic Convention Keynote Address[image: External link]

	1995 Commencement speech, Mount Holyoke College[image: External link]

	
2002–2003 Fiscal Size-up (PDF)[image: External link] by the Texas Legislative Budget Board

	[4][image: External link]

	
Ann Richards[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	
Remembering Ann Richards[image: External link] by Molly Ivins

	"Ann Richards"[image: External link]. Find a Grave[image: External link]. Retrieved August 9, 2010.

	Texas State Cemetery listing[image: External link]

	TX Governor Race-November 8, 1994[image: External link]

	TX Governor Race-November 6, 1990[image: External link]

	TX Governor Democratic Primary Runoff Race-April 10, 1990[image: External link]

	TX Governor Democratic Primary Race-March 13, 1990[image: External link]

	TX State Treasurer Race-November 4, 1986[image: External link]

	TX State Treasurer Race-November 2, 1982[image: External link]

	
A Conversation with Ann Richards - January 22, 2003[image: External link], The Texas Politics Project, University of Texas at Austin.





	Political offices



	Preceded by

Warren Harding[image: External link]

	
Treasurer of Texas[image: External link]

1983–1991
	Succeeded by

Kay Bailey Hutchison[image: External link]




	Preceded by

Bill Clements

	
Governor of Texas

1991–1995
	Succeeded by

George W. Bush




	Party political offices



	Preceded by

Mario Cuomo[image: External link]

	
Keynote Speaker of the Democratic National Convention[image: External link]

1988[image: External link]

	Succeeded by

Bill Bradley

Barbara Jordan[image: External link]

Zell Miller[image: External link]




	Preceded by

Mark White

	
Democratic[image: External link] nominee for Governor of Texas

1990[image: External link], 1994

	Succeeded by

Garry Mauro[image: External link]




	Preceded by

Jim Wright[image: External link]

	
Permanent Chair of the Democratic National Convention[image: External link]

1992[image: External link]

	Succeeded by

Tom Daschle[image: External link]

Dick Gephardt[image: External link]







Categories[image: External link]:

	20th-century American politicians[image: External link]

	20th-century American women[image: External link]

	20th-century women politicians[image: External link]

	1933 births[image: External link]

	2006 deaths[image: External link]

	American Methodists[image: External link]

	Baylor University alumni[image: External link]

	Burials at Texas State Cemetery[image: External link]

	Deaths from cancer in Texas[image: External link]

	Deaths from esophageal cancer[image: External link]

	Democratic Party state governors of the United States[image: External link]

	Governors of Texas[image: External link]

	People from Austin, Texas[image: External link]

	People from Waco, Texas[image: External link]

	Recipients of the Order of the Aztec Eagle[image: External link]

	State treasurers of Texas[image: External link]

	Texas Democrats[image: External link]

	University of Texas at Austin alumni[image: External link]

	Women in Texas politics[image: External link]

	Women state governors of the United States[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 9 June 2017, at 21:37.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Ann Richards: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Richards [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Ann_Richards [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Early political career

	3 Governor of Texas

	4 2012 presidential campaign

	5 Veto controversy and exoneration

	6 Retirement as governor

	7 2016 presidential campaign

	8 Secretary of Energy

	9 Political future

	10 Career outside politics

	11 Books and speeches

	12 Personal life

	13 Dancing with the Stars

	14 Electoral history

	15 See also

	16 References

	17 External links





Rick Perry






For people with similar names, see Richard Perry (disambiguation)[image: External link] and James Perry[image: External link].



	Rick Perry



	



	14th United States Secretary of Energy[image: External link]




	
Incumbent[image: External link]





	
Assumed office

March 2, 2017



	President
	Donald Trump



	Deputy
	
Dan Brouillette[image: External link] (Nominee)




	Preceded by
	Ernest Moniz[image: External link]



	
47th[image: External link] Governor of Texas




	
In office

December 21, 2000 – January 20, 2015



	Lieutenant
	
Bill Ratliff

David Dewhurst




	Preceded by
	George W. Bush



	Succeeded by
	Greg Abbott



	
39th Lieutenant Governor of Texas




	
In office

January 19, 1999 – December 21, 2000



	Governor
	George W. Bush



	Preceded by
	Bob Bullock



	Succeeded by
	Bill Ratliff



	9th Agriculture Commissioner of Texas[image: External link]




	
In office

January 15, 1991 – January 19, 1999



	Governor
	
Ann Richards

George W. Bush




	Preceded by
	Jim Hightower[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Susan Combs[image: External link]



	Member of the Texas House of Representatives[image: External link]

from the 64th[image: External link] district



	
In office

January 8, 1985 – January 8, 1991



	Preceded by
	Joe Hanna



	Succeeded by
	John Cook



	Personal details



	Born
	
James Richard Perry

March 4, 1950 (age 67)

Haskell, Texas[image: External link], U.S.[image: External link]




	Political party
	
Democratic[image: External link] (Before 1989)

Republican[image: External link] (1989–present)




	Spouse(s)
	
Anita Thigpen[image: External link] (1982–present)




	Children
	2



	Education
	
Texas A&M University, College Station[image: External link] ( BS[image: External link])




	Net worth
	$2 million[1]




	Signature



	Website
	Official website[image: External link]



	Military service



	Allegiance
	
 United States[image: External link]




	Service/branch
	
 United States Air Force




	Years of service
	1972–1977[2]




	Rank



	Unit
	772nd Tactical Airlift Squadron






	


	
This article is part of a series

about

Rick Perry









	


	v[image: External link]

	t

	e[image: External link]










James Richard Perry (born March 4, 1950) is an American politician who is the 14th and current United States Secretary of Energy[image: External link], serving in the Cabinet of Donald Trump[image: External link]. Prior to his cabinet position, Perry served as the 47th[image: External link] Governor of Texas from December 2000 to January 2015. A Republican[image: External link], he was elected Lieutenant Governor of Texas in 1998 and assumed the governorship in December 2000 when then-governor George W. Bush resigned to become President of the United States. Perry was the longest-serving governor in Texas history.

Perry was elected three times to full gubernatorial terms and is the fourth Texas governor (after Allan Shivers, Price Daniel and John Connally) to serve three terms. With a tenure in office of 14 years, 30 days, Perry was, at the time he left office, the second longest-serving current U.S. governor[image: External link] (after Terry Branstad[image: External link] of Iowa). Perry ran unsuccessfully for the Republican nomination for President of the United States in 2012[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link]. On December 14, 2016, Donald Trump announced his intention to nominate the longtime Texas governor as his Secretary of Energy[image: External link]. On March 2, 2017, he was confirmed by the United States Senate in a 62–37 vote.[3]
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 Early life




A fifth-generation Texan, Perry was born on March 4, 1950, in Haskell, Texas[image: External link], and raised in nearby Paint Creek, Texas[image: External link], the son of cotton[image: External link] farmers Joseph Ray Perry (1925–2017) and Amelia June Holt Perry, and he has an older sister, Amelia Shaye "Milla" Perry Jones (born July 27, 1948). Perry's ancestry is almost entirely English, dating as far back as the original Thirteen Colonies[image: External link]. His family has been in Texas since before the Texas Revolution[image: External link].[4][5]

His father, a Democrat[image: External link], was a long-time Haskell County commissioner and school board[image: External link] member. Perry has said that his interest in politics probably began in November 1961, when his father took him to the funeral of U.S. Representative Sam Rayburn[image: External link].[6]

Perry was in the Boy Scouts[image: External link] (BSA) and earned the rank of Eagle Scout[image: External link].[7][8] The BSA has honored Perry with the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award[image: External link].[9] Perry graduated from Paint Creek High School[image: External link] in 1968.
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 College




Upon graduation from high school, Perry attended Texas A&M University[image: External link] where he was a member of the Corps of Cadets[image: External link] and the Alpha Gamma Rho[image: External link] fraternity. He was elected senior class social secretary, and one of A&M's five yell leaders[image: External link]-students that lead Aggie[image: External link] fans in a series of "yells" during athletic events or other school events.[10][11] He graduated in 1972 with a Bachelor of Science[image: External link] degree in animal science[image: External link].[12][13]

Perry said that the Corps of Cadets gave him the discipline to complete his animal sciences degree and earn a commission in the Air Force. In a 1989 interview he said that "I was probably a bit of a free spirit, not particularly structured real well for life outside of a military regime, I would have not lasted at Texas Tech[image: External link] or the University of Texas[image: External link]. I would have hit the fraternity scene and lasted about one semester."[12]
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 First jobs




In the early 1970s, Perry interned during several summers with the Southwestern Company[image: External link], as a door-to-door book salesman[image: External link]. "I count my time working for Dortch Oldham [president of the Southwestern Company] as one of the most important formative experiences of my life", Perry said in 2010. "There is nothing that tests your commitment to a goal like getting a few doors closed in your face." He said that "Mr. Oldham taught legions of young people to communicate quickly, clearly and with passion, a lesson that has served me well in my life since then."[14]

Upon graduation from college in 1972, Perry was commissioned as an officer in the United States Air Force and completed pilot training in February 1974. He was then assigned as a C-130[image: External link] pilot to the 772nd Tactical Airlift Squadron at Dyess Air Force Base[image: External link]. Perry's duties included two-month overseas rotations at RAF Mildenhall[image: External link] in England and Rhein-Main Air Base[image: External link] in Germany. His missions included a 1974 U.S. State Department[image: External link] drought relief effort in Mali[image: External link], Mauritania[image: External link] and Chad[image: External link], and two years later, earthquake relief in Guatemala.[15] He left the United States Air Force in 1977 with the rank of Captain[image: External link], returned to Texas, and went into business farming cotton with his father.[16]
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 Early political career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Texas Legislature




In 1984, Perry was elected to the Texas House of Representatives[image: External link] as a Democrat[image: External link] from district 64, which included his home county of Haskell[image: External link]. He served on the House Appropriations and Calendars committees during his three two-year terms in office. He befriended fellow freshman state representative Lena Guerrero[image: External link] of Austin[image: External link], a staunch liberal[image: External link] Democrat who endorsed Perry's reelection bid in 2006.

Perry was part of the "Pit Bulls", a group of Appropriations members who sat on the lower dais in the committee room (or "pit") who pushed for austere[image: External link] state budgets during the 1980s.[17] At one point, The Dallas Morning News[image: External link] named him one of the ten most effective members of the legislature.[18]

In 1987, Perry voted for a $5.7 billion tax increase proposed by Republican governor Bill Clements.[19] Perry supported Al Gore in the 1988 Democratic presidential primaries[image: External link] and worked in an unspecified capacity for Gore's campaign in Texas.[20] On September 29, 1989, Perry announced that he was switching parties[image: External link], becoming a Republican.[21]
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 Agriculture Commissioner




In 1990, as a newly minted Republican, Perry challenged Jim Hightower[image: External link], the incumbent[image: External link] Democratic Agriculture Commissioner[image: External link]. Karl Rove was Perry's campaign manager.[22]

In the Republican primary on March 13, 1990, Perry polled 276,558 votes (47%), with Richard McIver[image: External link] garnering 176,976 votes (30%) and Gene L. Duke, who placed third, polling 132,497 votes (23%).[23] Since Perry fell shy of the necessary 50% to win outright, a runoff was held between Perry and McIver set on April 10, 1990. In the runoff, he emerged victorious, garnering 96,649 votes (69%) to McIver's 43,921 votes (31%).[24]

During 1990, Hightower's office was embroiled in an FBI investigation into corruption and bribery. Three aides were convicted in 1993 of using public funds for political fundraising, although Hightower himself was not found to be involved in the wrongdoings.[25] Perry narrowly defeated Hightower in November 1990, garnering 1,864,463 votes (49%) to Hightower's 1,820,145 votes (48%).[26]

According to the book Boy Genius: Karl Rove, the Brains Behind the Remarkable Political Triumph of George W. Bush, Rove raised $3 million to raise Perry's profile, "while tarnishing the name of Jim Hightower" resulting in Perry's name becoming a "household name in Texas—and Hightower's name synonymous with corruption".[27]

As Agriculture Commissioner, Perry was responsible for promoting the sale of Texas farm produce to other states and foreign nations, and for supervising the calibration of weights and measures, such as gasoline[image: External link] pumps and grocery store[image: External link] scales.[28]

In April 1993, Perry, while serving as Texas agriculture commissioner, expressed support for the effort to reform[image: External link] the nation's healthcare, describing it as "most commendable".[29] The healthcare plan, first revealed in September, was ultimately unsuccessful[image: External link] due to Republican congressional opposition.[30][31][32][33][34] In 2005, after being questioned on the issue by a potential opponent in the Republican governor primary, Perry said that he expressed his support only in order to get Clinton to pay more attention to rural healthcare.[35]

In 1994, Perry was reelected Agriculture Commissioner by a large margin, getting 2,546,287 votes (62 percent) to Democrat Marvin Gregory's 1,479,692 (36 percent). Libertarian Clyde L. Garland received the remaining 85,836 votes (2 percent).[36] Gregory, a chicken farmer from Sulphur Springs, Texas[image: External link], was on the Texas Agricultural Finance Authority with Perry in the early nineties as a Republican, but became a Democrat before running against Perry in 1994.[37]
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In 1998, Perry chose not to seek a third term as Agriculture Commissioner, running instead for Lieutenant Governor to succeed the retiring Democrat Bob Bullock. During this election, Perry had a notable falling out with his previous top political strategist Karl Rove, which began the much-reported rivalry between the Bush and Perry camps.[38] Perry polled 1,858,837 votes (50.04 percent) to the 1,790,106 (48.19 percent) cast for Democrat John Sharp[image: External link] of Victoria[image: External link], who had relinquished the Comptroller's[image: External link] position after two terms to seek the lieutenant governorship. Libertarian[image: External link] Anthony Garcia polled another 65,150 votes (1.75 percent).[36] Perry became the state's first Republican lieutenant governor since Reconstruction, taking office on January 19, 1999.
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 Governor of Texas




Main article: Governorship of Rick Perry[image: External link]


Perry assumed the office of governor on December 21, 2000, following the resignation of George W. Bush—who was preparing to become President of the United States.[7] He won the office in his own right in the 2002 gubernatorial election[image: External link], where he received 58% of votes to Laredo oilman and businessman Tony Sanchez[image: External link]'s 40%.[36] He was re-elected in the 2006 gubernatorial election[image: External link] against three major opponents, polling 39% of votes against runner-up former U.S. Congressman Chris Bell[image: External link] of Houston with 30%. In the 2010 gubernatorial election[image: External link], Perry became the first Texas governor to be elected to three four-year terms, polling 55% of votes to former Houston Mayor Bill White[image: External link]'s 42%.

According to Texans for Public Justice[image: External link], in his three gubernatorial campaigns, Perry received hard-money campaign contributions of $102 million, half of which came from 204 donors.[39]

In the 2001 legislative session, Perry set a record for his use of the veto[image: External link], rejecting 82 acts, more than any other governor in any single legislative session in the history of the state since Reconstruction[image: External link].[40][41][42]

In 2003, Perry formed the non-profit organization[image: External link], the OneStar Foundation, designed to connect non-profits with resources and expertise to accomplish their missions and to promote volunteerism[image: External link]. He tapped the state Republican chairman Susan Weddington[image: External link], who stepped down from that position after six years, as the president of OneStar. She left in 2009, and he chose Elizabeth Seale as her successor.[43][44]
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In his presidential campaign, Perry highlighted the economic success Texas achieved under his governorship. The efficacy of Perry's economic policies has been questioned by some sources.[45][46][47] A proclaimed proponent of fiscal conservatism, Perry has often campaigned on job growth and tax issues, such as his opposition to creating a state income tax[image: External link]. In 2002, Perry refused to promise not to raise taxes as governor, and in the following years did propose or approve various tax and debt increases.[48][49][50][51] In 2009, Perry signed Grover Norquist[image: External link]'s pledge to "oppose and veto any and all efforts to increase taxes".[52][53]

Texas began borrowing money in 2003 to pay for roads and was projected to owe $17.3 billion by the end of 2012, increasing total state debt from $13.4 billion in 2001 to $37.8 billion in 2011.[54] The state's public finance authority sold $2 billion in bonds for unemployment benefits, and it was authorized to sell $1.5 billion more if necessary. Texas federal borrowing topped $1.6 billion in October 2010, before the bond sales.[55]

In 2003, Perry signed legislation that created the Texas Enterprise Fund[image: External link], which has since given $435 million in grants to businesses. The New York Times reported that many of the companies receiving grants, or their chief executives, have made contributions to Perry's campaigns or to the Republican Governors Association.[56] (Perry became chairman of the group in 2008 and again in 2011.[57]) Perry was criticized for supporting corporate tax breaks and other incentives, while the state government was experiencing budget deficits.[58][59]

As Governor of Texas, Perry received grades of B in 2004,[60][61] B in 2006,[62][63] B in 2008,[64][65] B in 2010,[66][67] C in 2012,[68][69] and B in 2014[70][71] from the Cato Institute[image: External link], a libertarian[image: External link] think tank, in their biennial Fiscal Policy Report Card on America's Governors.
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As governor, Perry was an opponent of federal health-care reform proposals and of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], describing the latter as "socialism on American soil".[72] His focus in Texas was on tort reform, signing a bill in 2003 that restricted non-economic damages in medical malpractice[image: External link] judgments.[73] Perry touted this approach in his presidential campaign, although independent analysts have concluded that it has failed to increase the supply of physicians or limit health-care costs in Texas.[72][74]

During Perry's governorship, Texas rose from second to first among states with the highest proportion of uninsured residents at 26%, and had the lowest level of access to prenatal care in the U.S.[image: External link] Perry and the state legislature cut Medicaid[image: External link] spending.[72][75] The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] wrote that under Perry, "working Texans increasingly have been priced out of private healthcare while the state's safety net has withered."[75]

Perry's office said that Texas represents a model private-sector approach to health-care. His spokeswoman stated that "Texas does provide an adequate safety net to those truly in need... and many individuals simply choose not to purchase healthcare coverage."[75]

Perry is pro-life[image: External link] and has signed bills with rules or restrictions for abortion[image: External link] procedures and funding for them.[76]

In December 2011, Perry said he had undergone a "transformation" and now opposed all abortions, including in cases of rape and incest. The next day he clarified that he would allow an exception for abortions that would save a mother's life.[77][78]

In February 2007, Perry issued an executive order mandating that Texas girls receive the HPV vaccine[image: External link], which protects against some strains of the human papilloma virus[image: External link], a contributing factor to some forms of cervical cancer[image: External link].[79] Following the move, news outlets reported various apparent financial connections between Perry and the vaccine's manufacturer, Merck[image: External link].[79][80] Merck's political action committee[image: External link] has contributed $28,500 since 2001 to Perry's campaigns.[81] The order was criticized by some parents and social conservatives[image: External link], and a lawsuit was filed later that month.[82] In May 2007, the Texas Legislature passed a bill undoing the order; Perry did not veto the bill, saying the veto would have been overruled, but blamed lawmakers who supported the bill for the deaths of future cancer victims.[83]

In 2011, Perry both had adult stem cell surgery in Houston and started "laying the groundwork" for the commercialization of the adult stem cell industry in Texas.[84][85]
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Perry grew up in the United Methodist Church. He and his family were members of Tarrytown United Methodist Church in Austin until 2010, when they began attending Lake Hills Church,[86] a non-denominational evangelical megachurch[image: External link] in western Travis County. Perry told the Austin American-Statesman that he began attending Lake Hills because it was close to the rental home where he and his wife lived while the Governor's Mansion was being renovated.[87]

In 2006, Perry stated that he believes in the inerrancy of the Bible[image: External link] and that those who do not accept Jesus[image: External link] as their Savior will go to hell. A couple of days later, he clarified, "I don't know that there's any human being that has the ability to interpret what God and his final decision-making is going to be."[88]

In his 2008 book On My Honor, Perry expressed his views on the Establishment Clause[image: External link] and the Free Exercise Clause[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution. "Let's be clear: I don't believe government, which taxes people regardless of their faith, should espouse a specific faith. I also don't think we should allow a small minority of atheists[image: External link] to sanitize our civil dialogue of religious references."[89]

In June 2011, Perry proclaimed August 6 as a Day of Prayer and Fasting[image: External link], inviting other governors to join him in a prayer meeting hosted by the American Family Association[image: External link] in Houston.[90][91] The event was criticized as going beyond prayer and fasting to include launching Perry's presidential campaign.[92]

Perry has called himself "a firm believer in intelligent design[image: External link] as a matter of faith and intellect", and has expressed support for its teaching alongside evolution[image: External link] in Texas schools, but has also said that "educators and local school officials, not the governor, should determine science curriculum".[93]
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 Education




In 2005, Perry said he would not "approve an education budget that shortchanges teacher salary increases, textbooks, education technology, and education reforms. And I cannot let $2 billion sit in some bank account when it can go directly to the classroom".[94]

Following a second rejection of Perry's bill, Perry asked John Sharp[image: External link] to head a task force charged with preparing a bipartisan education plan, which was subsequently adopted.[95][96]

In 2001, Perry expressed his pride in the enactment of the statute extending in-state tuition to undocumented immigrants[image: External link] who meet Texas' residency requirements. It also required the undocumented students to pledge to apply for permanent residency or citizenship if this became a possibility for them.[97] In September 2014, Gov. Perry stated during a debate his continuous support for the program.[98]
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In 2002, Perry described the Texas same-sex anti-sodomy law[image: External link] as "appropriate".[99] The following year, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the statute in Lawrence v. Texas[image: External link], determining that it violated the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution.

In his 2010 book, Perry referenced the Lawrence decision, writing "Texans have a different view of the world than do the nine oligarchs in robes."[100] In 2011, Perry admitted that he did not know about the Lawrence decision; when told that the Supreme Court case had struck down Texas's anti-sodomy law, Perry said: "I'm not taking the bar exam[image: External link] ... I don't know what a lot of legal cases involve ... [M]y position on traditional marriage is clear ... I don't need a federal law case to explain it to me."[100]

Perry supported Texas Proposition 2 in 2005[image: External link], a ballot proposition that amended the Texas constitution by defining marriage[image: External link] as "only a union between a man and a woman" and prohibiting the state from creating or recognizing "any legal status identical or similar to marriage" (such as civil unions[image: External link]).[101]

In 2011, after New York legalized same-sex marriage[image: External link], Perry stated that it was their right to do so under the principle of states' rights[image: External link] in the Tenth Amendment[image: External link].[102] A spokesman later reiterated Perry's support for a federal constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage, saying that position was not inconsistent, since an amendment would require ratification by three-fourths of the states.[103]

After the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] in 2015 that the fundamental right to marry is guaranteed to same-sex couples by the Constitution, Perry condemned the decision, saying: "I'm a firm believer in traditional marriage, and I also believe the 10th Amendment leaves it to each state to decide this issue."[104]

In his first book, On My Honor, published in 2008, Perry drew a parallel between homosexuality[image: External link] and alcoholism, writing that he is "no expert on the 'nature versus nurture' debate" but that gays should simply choose abstinence.[105]

During the 2012 presidential campaign, he criticized the repeal of the "don't ask, don't tell[image: External link]" policy for the U.S. military.[106] Perry said using foreign aid as a policy tool against foreign countries that violate the human rights of homosexuals was "not in America's interests" and was part of a "war on traditional American values".[107]

Perry, an Eagle Scout, has called on the Boy Scouts[image: External link] to continue their ban on homosexuality and blamed America for not living up to the ideals of the Scouts.[108]
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Perry's campaigns for lieutenant governor and governor focused on a tough stance on crime[image: External link]. He has supported block grants[image: External link] for crime programs.[109]

Jeff L. Blackburn, chief counsel of the Innocence Project of Texas[image: External link], said of Perry that "He has done more good than any other governor we've ever had ... unless, of course, it involves the death penalty. On the death penalty[image: External link], Rick Perry has a profound mental block."[110]

In 2007, Perry signed a law ending automatic arrest for cannabis[image: External link] possession.[111]
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For more details on this topic, see Capital punishment in Texas[image: External link].

Perry supports the death penalty[image: External link].[112] In June 2001, he vetoed a ban on the execution[image: External link] of mentally retarded[image: External link] inmates.[113]

Cases in which Perry has been criticized for his lack of intervention include those of Cameron Todd Willingham[image: External link] and Mexican nationals José Medellín[image: External link] and Humberto Leal Garcia[image: External link].[114][115][116]

Perry commuted the death sentence of Kenneth Foster[image: External link], who was convicted of murder despite evidence that he was only present at the scene of the crime. Foster was convicted under a Texas law that makes co-conspirators liable in certain cases of homicide. In this case, it tied Foster to the triggerman. Perry raised doubts about the law and urged the legislature to re-examine the issue. "I believe the right and just decision is to commute Foster's sentence from the death penalty to life imprisonment", Perry said in a statement at the time.[117]

Perry also refused to grant a stay of execution in the case of Cameron Todd Willingham[image: External link] even though an investigation by the Texas Forensic Science Commission determined parts of the original investigation may not have looked at all of the evidence correctly. Perry called Willingham a "monster" and later replaced the chairman of the Science Commission.[118]
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 Infrastructure




In 2002, Perry proposed the Trans-Texas Corridor[image: External link], a $175 billion transportation network that would include a 4,000-mile network of highways, rail, and utility lines and would be funded by private investors. Plans for the project were dropped in 2009 in favor of more incremental road projects.[119][120]
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Perry has an A+ rating from the National Rifle Association[image: External link].[121] He possesses a Concealed Carry License[image: External link] (CCL)[122] and has signed a number of bills that increased CHL access.[123]
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 Illegal immigration




During a large surge in illegal immigration[image: External link] through the U.S. southern border in the summer of 2014, Perry criticized U.S. President Barack Obama, saying that the surge was "a humanitarian crisis that he has the ability to stop."[124] On July 21, 2014, Perry announced he would send in 1,000 National Guard troops to secure the border.[125][126] Although illegal immigration levels declined over 70% after Perry deployed the National Guard, PolitiFact.com[image: External link] rated his claim that the decline resulted from the surge as "mostly false."[127]
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 2012 presidential campaign




Main article: Rick Perry presidential campaign, 2012[image: External link]


Perry was considered as a potential candidate since as early as the 2008 presidential election[image: External link], initially denying he was interested in the office but later becoming more open-minded. He formally launched his campaign on August 13, 2011, in Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link].[128] While he was initially successful in fundraising and was briefly considered a serious contender for the nomination, he struggled during the debates and his poll numbers began to decline. After finishing fifth with just over 10% of the vote in the Iowa caucuses on January 3, 2012, Perry considered dropping out of the presidential race but did not.[129][130] After a poor showing in New Hampshire and with "lagging" poll numbers in South Carolina, Perry formally announced he was suspending his campaign on January 19, 2012.[131]
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Main article: Rick Perry veto controversy[image: External link]


On August 15, 2014, Perry was indicted[image: External link] by a Travis County grand jury[image: External link].[132] The first charge of the indictment[image: External link] was abuse of official capacity, which has since been ruled unconstitutional,[133] for threatening to veto $7.5 million in funding for the Public Integrity Unit, a state public corruption prosecutors department. The second charge, which has also since been ruled unconstitutional,[133] was coercion of a public servant,[134] for seeking the resignation of Travis County District Attorney[image: External link] Rosemary Lehmberg[image: External link], a Democrat,[135] after she was convicted of drunk driving[image: External link], and incarcerated.

Perry pleaded not guilty to both charges. Perry's supporters called the charges political and partisan,[136] and several Democratic commentators, including David Axelrod[image: External link], Matthew Yglesias[image: External link], and Jonathan Chait[image: External link] stated they believed the charges were either weak or unwarranted.[137][138]

As of February 2016, Perry was cleared of all charges.[139] The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals[image: External link] ruled that courts could not limit veto power[image: External link] and that prosecuting Perry over his action violates "the separation of powers[image: External link] provision of the Texas Constitution" and infringed on Perry's First Amendment[image: External link] right to freedom of speech[image: External link].[133]
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 Retirement as governor




See also: Political positions of Rick Perry[image: External link] and United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


By the end of his third full term, he had served more than 14 consecutive years in office. A University of Texas at Austin–Texas Tribune[image: External link] poll released in June 2013, showed Perry leading potential primary challenger Attorney General[image: External link] Greg Abbott by double digits, 45–19%.[140] In February, the same poll had Perry leading by a 3-to-1 margin (49–17%) of 32 points over Abbott.[141]

However, Perry decided not to run for re-election to a fourth full term, announcing in front of family and supporters at the Holt Cat[image: External link] headquarters in San Antonio[image: External link] on July 8, 2013 that he would retire instead.[142][143]

Perry retired with the 10th longest gubernatorial tenure in United States history at the end of his term on January 20, 2015 at 5,143 days as well as the record of the longest serving Texas Governor.[144][145]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Main article: Rick Perry presidential campaign, 2016[image: External link]


Almost immediately following the 2012 election, Perry was mentioned as a potential candidate for the presidency in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], with a Time magazine article in July 2013 saying that "everything is aligned for Rick Perry to be the Republican nominee for president in 2016."[146]

Perry officially launched his 2016 presidential candidacy on June 4, 2015, in Addison, Texas[image: External link]. A version of the Colt Ford[image: External link] song "Answer To No One" boomed from loudspeakers, as Perry took to the stage.[147][148][149][150][151] He then announced his candidacy at the scheduled press conference.[152]

Perry withdrew on September 11, 2015—becoming the first in the field of major candidates to drop out—following poor polling after the first debate.[153] In the weeks before he dropped out of the race, Perry's campaign was in dire financial straits, spending nearly four times as much as it raised.[154]

On January 25, 2016, Perry endorsed United States Senator Ted Cruz[image: External link] (R-TX) for president.[155] On May 5, 2016, following the suspension of Cruz's presidential campaign, Perry endorsed Donald Trump for the presidency.[156]
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 Secretary of Energy




On December 12, 2016, multiple sources reported that Perry would be nominated by Trump to serve as Secretary[image: External link] of the United States Department of Energy.[157][158] On December 14, 2016, it was officially announced that Perry would be nominated as Secretary of Energy by President-elect Donald Trump.[159] During a previous presidential campaign, Perry said he intended to abolish the department.[160] His nomination was approved by a 16–7 vote from the United States Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources[image: External link] on January 31, 2017.[161]

On March 2, 2017, Perry was confirmed by the United States Senate in a 62–37 vote.

In April 2017, Perry ordered a study of the U.S. electric grid[image: External link] with particular consideration to coal power[image: External link].[162][163]
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 Political future




See also: United States Senate election in Texas, 2018[image: External link]


Perry has been mentioned as a possible challenger to U.S. Senator and fellow 2016 Republican presidential candidate[image: External link] Ted Cruz[image: External link], whom Perry had initially endorsed after suspending his own campaign, in 2018[image: External link].[164] Speculation about Cruz being challenged in the Republican primary arose in the wake of the 2016 Republican National Convention, when Cruz controversially refused to endorse Donald Trump, the eventual Republican presidential nominee, whom Perry had endorsed after Cruz suspended his campaign.[165]

In a poll conducted from August 12 to 14 of that year by Public Policy Polling[image: External link], Perry had a 46%–37% lead over Cruz.[166] Later that month, Trump stated that he had "been hearing a lot about that, and I don’t know if he wants to do it, but boy, will he do well. People love him in Texas, and he was one great governor."[165]
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 Career outside politics




Since February 2015, Perry has served on the board of directors of Energy Transfer Partners[image: External link],[167] which owns and operates one of the largest energy asset portfolios in the United States.[168] The company owns 62,500 miles of oil and natural gas pipelines and is currently in the process of constructing the 1,172 mile long Dakota Access Pipeline[image: External link].[168]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Books and speeches




Perry has written two books:


	
On My Honor: Why the American Values of the Boy Scouts are Worth Fighting For was published in February 2008.[169] It celebrates the positive impact of the organization on the youth of America and criticizes the ACLU[image: External link] for its legal actions against the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link].[170]


	
Fed Up! Our Fight to Save America from Washington[image: External link], was written with senior advisor Chip Roy and published in November 2010.[171] It discusses his support for limited federal government.



He has given a number of speeches, including one at the Heritage Foundation[image: External link] on his views of the proper role of the federal government and the military in disaster management.[172]
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 Personal life




In 1982, Perry married Mary Anita Thigpen, his childhood sweetheart whom he had known since elementary school[image: External link]. They have two adult children, Griffin and Sydney. Anita attended West Texas State University[image: External link] and earned a degree in nursing. She has spearheaded a number of health-related initiatives such as the Anita Thigpen Perry Endowment at the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio[image: External link], which focuses on nutrition, cardiovascular disease[image: External link], health education[image: External link], and early childhood development.[173] She helped develop and host the Texas Conference for Women[image: External link].[174]

Perry played himself in minor roles for several feature films, including Man of the House[image: External link], Deep in the Heart, and Hating Breitbart[image: External link].[175]

In 2001, the American Cowboy Culture Association[image: External link], based in Lubbock[image: External link], handed Perry its "The Top Cowboy of Texas" award. In accepting the honor, Perry cited the importance of his father, Ray Perry, and a former neighbor in Haskell County, the late Watt R. Matthews (born 1899), who Perry said taught him "not only about Texas and [its] history... but also about the importance of the values that we learned growing up in a rural[image: External link] environment".[176]

Perry is a member of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution[image: External link] and was awarded its Gold Good Citizenship Medal.[177]
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 Dancing with the Stars




On August 30, 2016, Perry was announced as one of the celebrities who would compete on season 23[image: External link] of Dancing with the Stars[image: External link]. He was partnered with professional dancer Emma Slater[image: External link].[178] Perry and Slater were eliminated on the third week of competition and finished in 12th place.[179]
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 Electoral history






	Texas gubernatorial election, 2002[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Rick Perry (incumbent)
	2,617,106
	58



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Tony Sanchez[image: External link]
	1,809,915
	40






	Texas gubernatorial election, 2006[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Rick Perry (incumbent)
	1,716,792
	39



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Chris Bell[image: External link]
	1,310,337
	30



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Carole Keeton Strayhorn[image: External link]
	796,851
	18



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Richard "Kinky" Friedman[image: External link]
	547,674
	12



	
	Libertarian
	James Werner
	26,749
	<1






	Texas gubernatorial election, 2010[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Rick Perry (incumbent)
	2,733,784
	55



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bill White[image: External link]
	2,102,606
	42



	
	Libertarian
	Kathie Glass[image: External link]
	109,057
	2



	
	Green[image: External link]
	Deb Shafto
	19,475
	0



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Andy Barron (write-in)
	7,973
	0
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 See also
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New Haven, Connecticut






"New Haven" redirects here. For other uses, see New Haven (disambiguation)[image: External link].

New Haven (locally /nu: 'heIven /[image: External link] noo-HAY -vən[image: External link]),[1] in the U.S. state of Connecticut, is the principal municipality in Greater New Haven[image: External link], which had a total population of 862,477 in 2010.[2] It is located on New Haven Harbor[image: External link] on the northern shore of Long Island Sound[image: External link] in New Haven County, Connecticut[image: External link], and is part of the New York metropolitan area[image: External link]. It is the second-largest city in Connecticut (after Bridgeport[image: External link]), with a population of 129,779 people as of the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[3] According to a census of 1 July 2012, by the Census Bureau, the city had a population of 130,741.

New Haven was founded in 1638 by English Puritans[image: External link], and a year later eight streets were laid out in a four-by-four grid[image: External link], creating what is commonly known as the "Nine Square Plan".[4] The central common block is the New Haven Green[image: External link], a 16-acre (6 ha) square, and the center of Downtown New Haven[image: External link]. The Green is now a National Historic Landmark[image: External link] and the "Nine Square Plan" is recognized by the American Planning Association[image: External link] as a National Planning Landmark.[5]

New Haven is the home of Yale University. The university is an integral part of the city's economy, being New Haven's biggest taxpayer and employer.[6] Health care (hospitals and biotechnology), professional services (legal, architectural, marketing, and engineering), financial services, and retail trade also help to form an economic base for the city.

The city served as co-capital of Connecticut from 1701 until 1873, when sole governance was transferred to the more centrally located city of Hartford[image: External link]. New Haven has since billed itself as the "Cultural Capital of Connecticut" for its supply of established theaters, museums, and music venues. New Haven is also the birthplace of George W. Bush, the 43rd[image: External link] President of the United States.

New Haven had the first public tree planting program in America, producing a canopy of mature trees (including some large elms[image: External link]) that gave New Haven the nickname "The Elm City".[7]
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 History
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 Pre-colonial and foundation as an independent colony




Before Europeans arrived, the New Haven area was the home of the Quinnipiac[image: External link] tribe of Native Americans[image: External link], who lived in villages around the harbor and subsisted off local fisheries and the farming of maize[image: External link]. The area was briefly visited by Dutch[image: External link] explorer Adriaen Block[image: External link] in 1614. Dutch traders set up a small trading system of beaver[image: External link] pelts with the local inhabitants, but trade was sporadic and the Dutch did not settle permanently in the area.

In 1637 a small party of Puritans reconnoitered the New Haven harbor area and wintered over. In April 1638, the main party of five hundred Puritans who left the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link] under the leadership of the Reverend John Davenport[image: External link] and the London merchant Theophilus Eaton[image: External link] sailed into the harbor. These settlers were hoping to establish a (in their mind) better theological community, with the government more closely linked to the church than the one they left in Massachusetts and sought to take advantage of the excellent port capabilities of the harbor. The Quinnipiacs, who were under attack by neighboring Pequots[image: External link], sold their land to the settlers in return for protection.

By 1640, the town[image: External link]'s theocratic government and nine-square grid plan were in place, and the town was renamed Newhaven from Quinnipiac. However, the area north of New Haven remained Quinnipiac until 1678, when it was renamed Hamden[image: External link]. The settlement became the headquarters of the New Haven Colony[image: External link]. At the time, the New Haven Colony was separate from the Connecticut Colony[image: External link], which had been established to the north centering on Hartford[image: External link]. One of the principal differences between the two colonies was that the New Haven colony was an intolerant theocracy[image: External link] that did not permit other churches to be established, while the Connecticut colony permitted the establishment of other churches.

Economic disaster struck the colony in 1646, however, when the town sent its first fully loaded ship of local goods back to England. This ship never reached the Old World, and its disappearance stymied New Haven's development in the face of the rising trade power of Boston[image: External link] and New Amsterdam[image: External link]. In 1660, founder John Davenport's wishes were fulfilled, and Hopkins School[image: External link] was founded in New Haven with money from the estate of Edward Hopkins[image: External link].

In 1661, the judges who had signed the death warrant of Charles I of England[image: External link] were pursued by Charles II[image: External link]. Two judges, Colonel Edward Whalley[image: External link] and Colonel William Goffe[image: External link], fled to New Haven to seek refuge from the king's forces. John Davenport arranged for these " Regicides[image: External link]" to hide in the West Rock[image: External link] hills northwest of the town. A third judge, John Dixwell[image: External link], joined the other regicides at a later time.
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 History as part of the Connecticut Colony




New Haven became part of the Connecticut Colony in 1664, when the two colonies were merged under political pressure from England, according to folklore as punishment for harboring the three judges (in reality, done in order to strengthen the case for the takeover of nearby New Amsterdam[image: External link], which was rapidly losing territory to migrants from Connecticut).[citation needed[image: External link]] Some members of the New Haven Colony seeking to establish a new theocracy elsewhere went on to establish Newark, New Jersey[image: External link].

It was made co- capital[image: External link] of Connecticut in 1701, a status it retained until 1873. In 1716, the Collegiate School relocated from Old Saybrook[image: External link] to New Haven and established New Haven as a center of learning. In 1718, the name of the Collegiate School was changed to Yale College[image: External link] in response to a large donation from British East India Company[image: External link] merchant Elihu Yale[image: External link], former Governor of Madras[image: External link].

For over a century, New Haven citizens had fought in the colonial militia alongside regular British forces, as in the French and Indian War[image: External link]. As the American Revolution[image: External link] approached, General David Wooster[image: External link] and other influential residents hoped that the conflict with the government in Britain could be resolved short of rebellion. On 23 April 1775, which is still celebrated in New Haven as Powder House Day[image: External link], the Second Company, Governor's Foot Guard[image: External link], of New Haven entered the struggle against the governing British parliament. Under Captain Benedict Arnold[image: External link], they broke into the powder house to arm themselves and began a three-day march to Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link]. Other New Haven militia members were on hand to escort George Washington from his overnight stay in New Haven on his way to Cambridge. Contemporary reports, from both sides, remark on the New Haven volunteers' professional military bearing, including uniforms.

On July 5, 1779, 2,600 loyalists and British regulars under General William Tryon[image: External link], governor of New York, landed in New Haven Harbor and raided the 3,500-person town[image: External link]. A militia of Yale students had been preparing for battle, and former Yale president and Yale Divinity School[image: External link] professor Naphtali Daggett[image: External link] rode out to confront the Redcoats. Yale president Ezra Stiles recounted in his diary that while he moved furniture in anticipation of battle, he still couldn't quite believe the revolution had begun.[8] New Haven was not torched as the invaders did with Danbury[image: External link] in 1777, or Fairfield[image: External link] and Norwalk[image: External link] a week after the New Haven raid, so many of the town's colonial features were preserved.
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 Post-colonial history and industrialization




New Haven was incorporated as a city in 1784, and Roger Sherman[image: External link], one of the signers of the Constitution and author of the "Connecticut Compromise[image: External link]", became the new city's first mayor.



	Towns created from the original New Haven Colony[9]



	New town
	Split from
	Incorporated



	Wallingford[image: External link]
	New Haven
	1670



	Cheshire[image: External link]
	Wallingford
	1780



	Meriden[image: External link]
	Wallingford
	1806



	Branford[image: External link]
	New Haven
	1685



	North Branford[image: External link]
	Branford
	1831



	Woodbridge[image: External link]
	New Haven and Milford[image: External link]

	1784



	Bethany[image: External link]
	Woodbridge
	1832



	East Haven[image: External link]
	New Haven
	1785



	Hamden[image: External link]
	New Haven
	1786



	North Haven[image: External link]
	New Haven
	1786



	Orange[image: External link]
	New Haven and Milford[image: External link]

	1822



	West Haven[image: External link]
	Orange
	1921




The city struck fortune in the late 18th century with the inventions and industrial activity of Eli Whitney[image: External link], a Yale graduate who remained in New Haven to develop the cotton gin[image: External link] and establish a gun-manufacturing factory in the northern part of the city near the Hamden[image: External link] town line. That area is still known as Whitneyville, and the main road through both towns is known as Whitney Avenue. The factory is now the Eli Whitney Museum[image: External link], which has a particular emphasis on activities for children and exhibits pertaining to the A. C. Gilbert Company[image: External link]. His factory, along with that of Simeon North[image: External link], and the lively clock-making and brass hardware sectors, contributed to making early Connecticut a powerful manufacturing economy; so many arms manufacturers sprang up that the state became known as "The Arsenal of America". It was in Whitney's gun-manufacturing plant that Samuel Colt[image: External link] invented the automatic revolver[image: External link] in 1836. Many other talented machinists and firearms designers would go on to found successful firearms manufacturing companies in New Haven, including Oliver Winchester and O.F. Mossberg & Sons[image: External link].

The Farmington Canal[image: External link], created in the early 19th century, was a short-lived transporter of goods into the interior regions of Connecticut and Massachusetts, and ran from New Haven to Northampton, Massachusetts[image: External link].

New Haven was home to one of the important early events in the burgeoning anti-slavery movement[image: External link] when, in 1839, the trial of mutineering Mende tribesmen[image: External link] being transported as slaves on the Spanish slaveship[image: External link] Amistad[image: External link] was held in New Haven's United States District Court[image: External link].[10] There is a statue[image: External link] of Joseph Cinqué[image: External link], the informal leader of the slaves, beside City Hall. See "Museums" below for more information. Abraham Lincoln delivered a speech on slavery in New Haven in 1860,[11] shortly before he secured the Republican nomination for President.

The American Civil War[image: External link] boosted the local economy with wartime purchases of industrial goods, including that of the New Haven Arms Company[image: External link], which would later become the Winchester Repeating Arms Company[image: External link]. (Winchester would continue to produce arms in New Haven until 2006, and many of the buildings that were a part of the Winchester plant are now a part of the Winchester Repeating Arms Company Historic District[image: External link].[12]) After the war, population grew and doubled by the start of the 20th century, most notably due to the influx of immigrants[image: External link] from southern Europe, particularly Italy. Today, roughly half the populations of East Haven, West Haven, and North Haven are Italian-American[image: External link]. Jewish immigration to New Haven has left an enduring mark on the city. Westville was the center of Jewish[image: External link] life in New Haven, though today many have fanned out to suburban communities such as Woodbridge and Cheshire.
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 Post-industrial era and urban redevelopment




New Haven's expansion continued during the two World Wars, with most new inhabitants being African Americans[image: External link] from the American South[image: External link] and Puerto Ricans[image: External link]. The city reached its peak population after World War II. The area of New Haven is only 17 square miles (44 km2), encouraging further development of new housing after 1950 in adjacent, suburban towns. Moreover, as in other U.S. cities in the 1950s[image: External link], New Haven began to suffer from an exodus[image: External link] of middle-class[image: External link] workers.

In 1954, then-mayor Richard C. Lee[image: External link] began some of the earliest major urban renewal[image: External link] projects in the United States. Certain sections of downtown New Haven[image: External link] were redeveloped to include museums, new office towers, a hotel, and large shopping complexes.[13] Other parts of the city were affected by the construction of Interstate 95[image: External link] along the Long Wharf section, Interstate 91[image: External link], and the Oak Street Connector[image: External link]. The Oak Street Connector (Route 34[image: External link]), running between Interstate 95, downtown, and The Hill[image: External link] neighborhood, was originally intended as a highway to the city's western suburbs but was only completed as a highway to the downtown area, with the area to the west becoming a boulevard (See "Redevelopment" below).

In 1970, a series of criminal prosecutions[image: External link] against various members of the Black Panther Party[image: External link] took place in New Haven, inciting mass protests on the New Haven Green involving twelve thousand demonstrators and many well-known New Left[image: External link] political activists. (See "Political Culture" below for more information).

From the 1960s through the late 1990s, central areas of New Haven continued to decline both economically and in terms of population despite attempts to resurrect certain neighborhoods through renewal projects. In conjunction with its declining population, New Haven experienced a steep rise in its crime rate[image: External link]. In 2010, New Haven ranked as the 18th most dangerous city in America, albeit with crime rating under the significant safety benchmark of 200.00.[14]

Since approximately 2000, many parts of downtown New Haven have been revitalized with new restaurants, nightlife, and small retail stores. In particular, the area surrounding the New Haven Green has experienced an influx of apartments and condominiums. In recent years, downtown retail options have increased with the opening of new stores such as Urban Oufitters, J Crew, Origins, American Apparel, Gant Clothing, and an Apple Store, joining older stores such as Barnes & Noble and Raggs Clothing. In addition, two new supermarkets opened to serve downtown's growing residential population. A Stop & Shop opened just west of downtown, while Elm City Market, located one block from the Green, opened in 2011.[15] The recent turnaround of downtown New Haven has received positive press from various periodicals.[16][17][18]

Major projects include the current construction of a new campus for Gateway Community College downtown, and also a 32-story, 500-unit apartment/retail building called 360 State Street[image: External link]. The 360 State Street project is now occupied and is the largest residential building in Connecticut.[19] A new boathouse and dock is planned for New Haven Harbor, and the linear park Farmington Canal Trail[image: External link] is set to extend into downtown New Haven within the coming year.[20] Additionally, foundation and ramp work to widen I-95 to create a new harbor crossing for New Haven, with an extradosed bridge to replace the 1950s-era Q Bridge[image: External link], has begun.[21] The city still hopes to redevelop the site of the New Haven Coliseum[image: External link], which was demolished in 2007.

In April 2009, the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] agreed to hear a suit[image: External link] over reverse discrimination[image: External link] brought by 18 white firefighters against the city. The suit involved the 2003 promotion test for the New Haven Fire Department. After the tests were scored, no black[image: External link] firefighters scored high enough to qualify for consideration for promotion, so the city announced that no one would be promoted. In the subsequent Ricci v. DeStefano[image: External link] decision the court found 5-4 that New Haven's decision to ignore the test results violated Title VII[image: External link] of the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link].[22] As a result, a district court subsequently ordered the city to promote 14 of the white firefighters.[23]

In 2010 and 2011, state and federal funds were awarded to Connecticut (and Massachusetts) to construct the Hartford Line[image: External link], with a southern terminus at New Haven's Union Station[image: External link] and a northern terminus at Springfield's[image: External link] Union Station.[24] According to the White House, "This corridor [currently] has one train per day connecting communities in Connecticut and Massachusetts to the Northeast Corridor[image: External link] and Vermont[image: External link]. The vision for this corridor is to restore the alignment to its original route via the Knowledge Corridor[image: External link] in western Massachusetts[image: External link], improving trip time and increasing the population base that can be served."[25] Set for construction in 2013, the "Knowledge Corridor high speed intercity passenger rail" project will cost approximately $1 billion, and the ultimate northern terminus for the project is reported to be Montreal[image: External link] in Canada.[26] Train speeds between will reportedly exceed 110 miles per hour (180 km/h) and increase both cities' rail traffic exponentially.[27]
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 Timeline of notable firsts




See also: Yale – New Haven Hospital § Milestones in medicine[image: External link]



	1638: New Haven becomes the first planned city in America. (This is disputed.)

	1776: Yale student David Bushnell invents the first American submarine[image: External link].

	1787: John Fitch[image: External link] builds the first steamboat[image: External link].

	1793: Eli Whitney[image: External link] invents the cotton gin[image: External link].

	1836: Samuel Colt[image: External link] invents the automatic revolver[image: External link] in Whitney's factory[image: External link].

	1839: Charles Goodyear[image: External link] of New Haven discovers the process of vulcanizing[image: External link] rubber in Woburn, Massachusetts[image: External link], and later perfects it and patents the process in nearby Springfield, Massachusetts[image: External link].[28]


	1860: Philios P. Blake patents the first corkscrew.

	1877: New Haven hosts the first Bell[image: External link] PSTN[image: External link] (telephone) switch office.

	1878–1880: The District Telephone Company of New Haven creates the world's first telephone exchange[image: External link] and the first telephone directory[image: External link] and installs the first public phone. The company expanded and became the Connecticut Telephone Company, then the Southern New England Telephone Company[image: External link] (now part of AT&T[image: External link]).[29]


	1882: The Knights of Columbus[image: External link] are founded in New Haven. The city still serves as the world headquarters[image: External link] of the organization, which maintains a museum downtown.[30]


	1892: Local confectioner[image: External link] George C. Smith of the Bradley Smith Candy Co. invents the first lollipops[image: External link].[31]


	Late 19th century-early 20th century: The first public tree planting program takes place in New Haven, at the urging of native James Hillhouse[image: External link].[32]


	1900: Louis Lassen, owner of Louis' Lunch[image: External link], is credited with inventing the hamburger[image: External link], as well as the steak sandwich[image: External link].[33]


	1911: The Erector Set[image: External link], the popular and culturally important construction toy, is invented in New Haven by A.C. Gilbert[image: External link]. It was manufactured by the A. C. Gilbert Company at Erector Square[image: External link] from 1913 until the company's bankruptcy in 1967.[34]


	1920: In competition with competing explanations, the Frisbee[image: External link] is said to have originated on the Yale campus, based on the tin pans of the Frisbie Pie Company[image: External link] which were tossed around by students on the New Haven Green[image: External link].[35]


	1977: The first memorial to victims of the Holocaust[image: External link] on public land in America[36] stands in New Haven's Edgewood Park[image: External link] at the corner of Whalley and West Park avenues. It was built with funds collected from the community[37] and is maintained by Greater New Haven Holocaust Memory, Inc.[38] The ashes of victims killed and cremated[image: External link] at Auschwitz[image: External link] are buried under the memorial.[36]




The Greater New Haven Convention and Visitors Bureau has a more extensive list of New Haven firsts.
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 Geography




According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 20.1 square miles (52.1 km2), of which 18.7 square miles (48.4 km2) is land and 1.4 square miles (3.7 km2), or 6.67%, is water.[39]

New Haven's best-known geographic features are its large deep harbor, and two reddish basalt trap rock[image: External link] ridges which rise to the northeast and northwest of the city core. These trap rocks are known respectively as East Rock[image: External link] and West Rock[image: External link], and both serve as extensive parks. West Rock has been tunneled through to make way for the east-west passage of the Wilbur Cross Parkway[image: External link] (the only highway tunnel through a natural obstacle in Connecticut), and once served as the hideout of the " Regicides[image: External link]" (see: Regicides Trail[image: External link]). Most New Haveners refer to these men as "The Three Judges". East Rock features the prominent Soldiers and Sailors war monument on its peak as well as the "Great/Giant Steps" which run up the rock's cliffside.

The city is drained by three rivers; the West[image: External link], Mill[image: External link], and Quinnipiac[image: External link], named in order from west to east. The West River discharges into West Haven[image: External link] Harbor, while the Mill and Quinnipiac rivers discharge into New Haven Harbor. Both harbors are embayments of Long Island Sound[image: External link]. In addition, several smaller streams flow through the city's neighborhoods, including Wintergreen Brook, the Beaver Ponds Outlet, Wilmot Brook, Belden Brook, and Prospect Creek. Not all of these small streams have continuous flow year-round.
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 Climate




New Haven lies in the transition between a humid continental climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link]: Dfa) and humid subtropical climate[image: External link] (Köppen Cfa), typical of much of the New York metropolitan area. Summers are hot and often humid, with average temperatures exceeding 80 °F (27 °C) on 70 days per year. In summer, the Bermuda High creates as southern flow of warm and humid air, with frequent thundershowers. Fall and spring are normally mild and of equal length. Winters are moderately cold and both rain and snow fall in winter. The weather patterns that affect New Haven result from a primarily offshore direction, thus reducing the marine influence of Long Island Sound—although, like other marine areas, differences in temperature between areas right along the coastline and areas a mile or two inland can be large at times. During summer heat waves, temperatures may reach 95 °F (35 °C) or higher on occasion with heat-index values of over 100 °F (38 °C).



	Climate data for New Haven, Connecticut (1981–2010 normals)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	66

(19)
	67

(19)
	75

(24)
	87

(31)
	92

(33)
	96

(36)
	101

(38)
	100

(38)
	91

(33)
	84

(29)
	76

(24)
	65

(18)
	101

(38)



	Average high °F (°C)
	37.8

(3.2)
	40.5

(4.7)
	47.6

(8.7)
	58.2

(14.6)
	68.5

(20.3)
	77.3

(25.2)
	82.5

(28.1)
	80.9

(27.2)
	74.4

(23.6)
	63.4

(17.4)
	53.5

(11.9)
	42.9

(6.1)
	60.7

(15.9)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	30.0

(−1.1)
	32.7

(0.4)
	39.4

(4.1)
	49.2

(9.6)
	58.9

(14.9)
	68.5

(20.3)
	74.0

(23.3)
	72.9

(22.7)
	65.3

(18.5)
	54.2

(12.3)
	45.1

(7.3)
	35.7

(2.1)
	52.2

(11.2)



	Average low °F (°C)
	22.2

(−5.4)
	24.9

(−3.9)
	31.2

(−0.4)
	40.2

(4.6)
	49.3

(9.6)
	59.7

(15.4)
	65.5

(18.6)
	64.9

(18.3)
	56.1

(13.4)
	45.0

(7.2)
	36.6

(2.6)
	28.4

(−2)
	43.8

(6.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−8

(−22)
	−5

(−21)
	1

(−17)
	17

(−8)
	30

(−1)
	40

(4)
	50

(10)
	43

(6)
	34

(1)
	24

(−4)
	14

(−10)
	−3

(−19)
	−8

(−22)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	3.19

(81)
	2.89

(73.4)
	4.29

(109)
	4.44

(112.8)
	4.17

(105.9)
	4.02

(102.1)
	4.01

(101.9)
	3.95

(100.3)
	4.37

(111)
	4.24

(107.7)
	3.93

(99.8)
	3.61

(91.7)
	47.11

(1,196.6)



	Source: NOAA[40]
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 Streetscape




New Haven has a long tradition of urban planning[image: External link] and a purposeful design for the city's layout. The city could be argued to have some of the first preconceived layouts in the country.[41][42] Upon founding, New Haven was laid out in a grid plan[image: External link] of nine square blocks; the central square was left open, in the tradition of many New England towns, as the city green[image: External link] (a commons area). The city also instituted the first public tree planting program in America. As in other cities, many of the elms[image: External link] that gave New Haven the nickname "Elm City" perished in the mid-20th century due to Dutch Elm disease[image: External link], although many have since been replanted. The New Haven Green[image: External link] is currently home to three separate historic churches which speak to the original theocratic nature of the city.[4] The Green remains the social center of the city today. It was named a National Historic Landmark[image: External link] in 1970.

Downtown New Haven[image: External link], occupied by nearly 7,000 residents, has a more residential character than most downtowns.[43] The downtown area provides about half of the city's jobs and half of its tax base[43] and in recent years has become filled with dozens of new upscale restaurants, several of which have garnered national praise (such as Ibiza, recognized by Esquire[image: External link] and Wine Spectator[image: External link] magazines as well as the New York Times[image: External link] as the best Spanish food in the country), in addition to shops and thousands of apartments and condominium units which subsequently help overall growth of the city.[44]
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 Neighborhoods




Main article: Neighborhoods of New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]


The city has many distinct neighborhoods. In addition to Downtown, centered on the central business district[image: External link] and the Green[image: External link], are the following neighborhoods: the west central neighborhoods of Dixwell[image: External link] and Dwight[image: External link]; the southern neighborhoods of The Hill[image: External link], historic water-front City Point[image: External link] (or Oyster Point), and the harborside district of Long Wharf[image: External link]; the western neighborhoods of Edgewood[image: External link], West River[image: External link], Westville[image: External link], Amity[image: External link], and West Rock-Westhills[image: External link]; East Rock[image: External link], Cedar Hill[image: External link], Prospect Hill[image: External link], and Newhallville[image: External link] in the northern side of town; the east central neighborhoods of Mill River[image: External link] and Wooster Square[image: External link], an Italian-American neighborhood; Fair Haven[image: External link], an immigrant community located between the Mill and Quinnipiac rivers; Quinnipiac Meadows[image: External link] and Fair Haven Heights[image: External link] across the Quinnipiac River; and facing the eastern side of the harbor, The Annex[image: External link] and East Shore[image: External link] (or Morris Cove).[45][46][47][48]
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 Economy




New Haven's economy originally was based in manufacturing, but the postwar period brought rapid industrial decline[image: External link]; the entire Northeast was affected, and medium-sized cities with large working-class populations, like New Haven, were hit particularly hard. Simultaneously, the growth and expansion of Yale University further affected the economic shift. Today, over half (56%) of the city's economy is now made up of services, in particular education and health care; Yale is the city's largest employer, followed by Yale – New Haven Hospital[image: External link]. Other large employers include Southern Connecticut State University[image: External link], Assa Abloy[image: External link] lock manufacturing, the Knights of Columbus[image: External link] headquarters, Higher One, Alexion Pharmaceuticals[image: External link], Covidien and United Illuminating[image: External link].[50] Yale and Yale-New Haven are also among the largest employers in the state, and provide more $100,000+-salaried positions than any other employer in Connecticut.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Industry sectors: Agriculture (.6%), Construction and Mining (4.9%), Manufacturing (2.9%), Transportation and Utilities (2.9%), Trade (21.7%), Finance and Real Estate (7.1%), Services (55.9%), Government (4.0%)
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 Headquarters




The Knights of Columbus[image: External link], the world's largest Catholic fraternal service organization and a Fortune 1000[image: External link] company, is headquartered in New Haven.[51] Two more Fortune 1000 companies are based in Greater New Haven: the electrical equipment producers Hubbell, based in Orange[image: External link],[52] and Amphenol[image: External link], based in Wallingford[image: External link].[53] Eight Courant 100 companies are based in Greater New Haven, with four headquartered in New Haven proper.[54] New Haven-based companies traded on stock exchanges[image: External link] include NewAlliance Bank[image: External link], the second largest bank in Connecticut and fourth-largest in New England[image: External link] (NYSE: NAL), Higher One Holdings (NYSE: ONE), a financial services firm United Illuminating[image: External link], the electricity distributor for southern Connecticut (NYSE: UIL), Achillion Pharmaceuticals ( NASDAQ[image: External link]:  ACHN[image: External link]), Alexion Pharmaceuticals (ALXN), and Transpro Inc. (AMEX: TPR). Vion Pharmaceuticals[image: External link] is traded OTC[image: External link] (OTC BB: VIONQ.OB). Other notable companies based in the city include the Peter Paul Candy Manufacturing Company[image: External link] (the candy-making division of the Hershey Company[image: External link]), and the American division of Assa Abloy[image: External link] (one of the world's leading manufacturers of locks). The Southern New England Telephone Company[image: External link] (SNET) began operations in the city as the District Telephone Company of New Haven in 1878; the company remains headquartered in New Haven as a subsidiary of Frontier Communications[image: External link] and provides telephone service for all but two municipalities in Connecticut.[55]
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 Demographics
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 Census data




See also: List of Connecticut locations by per capita income[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1790[image: External link]
	4,487
	—    



	1800[image: External link]
	4,049
	−9.8%



	1810[image: External link]
	5,772
	+42.6%



	1820[image: External link]
	7,147
	+23.8%



	1830[image: External link]
	10,180
	+42.4%



	1840[image: External link]
	12,960
	+27.3%



	1850[image: External link]
	20,345
	+57.0%



	1860[image: External link]
	39,267
	+93.0%



	1870[image: External link]
	50,840
	+29.5%



	1880[image: External link]
	62,882
	+23.7%



	1890[image: External link]
	86,045
	+36.8%



	1900[image: External link]
	108,027
	+25.5%



	1910[image: External link]
	133,605
	+23.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	162,537
	+21.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	162,665
	+0.1%



	1940[image: External link]
	160,605
	−1.3%



	1950[image: External link]
	164,443
	+2.4%



	1960[image: External link]
	152,048
	−7.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	137,707
	−9.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	126,021
	−8.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	130,474
	+3.5%



	2000[image: External link]
	123,626
	−5.2%



	2010[image: External link]
	129,779
	+5.0%



	2014
	130,282
	+0.4%



	2015
	130,322
	+0.0%



	2016
	129,934
	−0.3%



	Source:
U.S. Decennial Census[56]







The U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link] reports a 2010 population of 129,779, with 47,094 households and 25,854 families within the city of New Haven. The population density[image: External link] is 6,859.8 people per square mile (2,648.6/km²). There are 52,941 housing units at an average density of 2,808.5 per square mile (1,084.4/km²). The racial makeup of the city is 42.6% White[image: External link], 35.4% African American[image: External link], 0.5% Native American[image: External link], 4.6% Asian[image: External link], 0.1% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 12.9% from other races[image: External link], and 3.9% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] residents of any race were 27.4% of the population.[57] Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link] were 31.8% of the population in 2010,[58] down from 69.6% in 1970.[59] The city's demography is shifting rapidly: New Haven has always been a city of immigrants and currently the Latino population is growing rapidly. Previous influxes among ethnic groups have been African-Americans in the postwar era, and Irish, Italian and (to a lesser degree) Slavic peoples in the prewar period.

As of the 2010 census, of the 47,094 households, 29.3% have children under the age of 18 living with them, 27.5% include married couples living together, 22.9% have a female householder with no husband present, and 45.1% are non-families. 36.1% of all households are made up of individuals and 10.5% have someone living alone who is 65 years of age or older. The average household size is 2.40 and the average family size 3.19.[60][61]

The ages of New Haven's residents are 25.4% under the age of 18, 16.4% from 18 to 24, 31.2% from 25 to 44, 16.7% from 45 to 64, and 10.2% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age is 29 years, which is significantly lower than the national average. There are 91.8 males per 100 females. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there are 87.6 males.

The median income for a household in the city is $29,604, and the median income for a family is $35,950. Median income for males is $33,605, compared with $28,424 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city is $16,393. About 20.5% of families and 24.4% of the population live below the poverty line[image: External link], including 32.2% of those under age 18 and 17.9% of those age 65 or over.[60][61]
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 Other data




It is estimated that 14% of New Haven residents are pedestrian commuters, ranking it number four by highest percentage in the United States. This is primarily due to New Haven's small area and the presence of Yale University.

New Haven is a predominantly Roman Catholic[image: External link] city, as the city's Dominican, Irish, Italian, Mexican, Ecuadorian, and Puerto Rican populations are overwhelmingly Catholic. The city is part of the Archdiocese of Hartford[image: External link]. Jews[image: External link] also make up a considerable portion of the population, as do Black Baptists[image: External link]. There is a growing number of (mostly Puerto Rican) Pentecostals[image: External link] as well. There are churches for all major branches of Christianity within the city, multiple store-front churches, ministries (especially in working-class Latino and Black neighborhoods), a mosque, many synagogues (including two yeshivas), and other places of worship; the level of religious diversity in the city is high.

A study of New Haven's demographics, based on age, educational attainment, and race and ethnicity, found that its demographics were the closest of any American city to the national average.[62]
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 Government
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 Political structure




See also: List of mayors of New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]


New Haven is governed via the mayor-council system[image: External link]. Connecticut municipalities (like those of neighboring states Massachusetts and Rhode Island[image: External link]) provide nearly all local services (such as fire and rescue, education, snow removal, etc.), as county government has been abolished since 1960.[63]

New Haven County[image: External link] merely refers to a grouping of towns and a judicial district, not a governmental entity. New Haven is a member of the South Central Connecticut Regional Council of Governments (SCRCOG), a regional agency created to facilitate coordination between area municipal governments and state and federal agencies, in the absence of county government.[64]

Toni Harp[image: External link] is the mayor of New Haven.[65] She was sworn in as the 50th mayor of New Haven on January 1, 2014 and is the first woman to hold that office.

The city council, called the Board of Alders, consists of thirty members, each elected from single-member wards.[66][67] New Haven is served by the New Haven Police Department[image: External link] and the New Haven Fire Department[image: External link].

New Haven lies within Connecticut's 3rd congressional district[image: External link] and has been represented by Rosa DeLauro[image: External link] since 1991. Martin Looney[image: External link] and Gary Holder-Winfield[image: External link] represent New Haven in the Connecticut State Senate[image: External link], and the city lies within six districts (numbers 92 through 97) of the Connecticut House of Representatives[image: External link].[68][69]

The Greater New Haven area is served by the New Haven Judicial District Court and the New Haven Superior Court, both headquartered at the New Haven County Courthouse.[70] The federal District Court for the District of Connecticut[image: External link] has a New Haven facility, the Richard C. Lee United States Courthouse[image: External link].
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 Political history




See also: List of Yale University people § Law and politics[image: External link]; and List of people from New Haven, Connecticut § Politicians[image: External link]


New Haven is the birthplace of former president George W. Bush,[71] who was born when his father, former president George H. W. Bush, was living in New Haven while a student at Yale. In addition to being the site of the college educations of both Presidents Bush, as Yale students, New Haven was also the temporary home of former presidents William Howard Taft, Gerald Ford, and Bill Clinton, as well as Secretary of State John Kerry. President Clinton met his wife, former U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link] Hillary Clinton[image: External link], while the two were students at Yale Law School[image: External link]. Former vice presidents John C. Calhoun[image: External link] and Dick Cheney also studied in New Haven (although the latter did not graduate from Yale). Before the 2008 election, the last time there was not a person with ties to New Haven and Yale on either major party's ticket was 1968. James Hillhouse[image: External link], a New Haven native, served as President pro tempore of the United States Senate[image: External link] in 1801.

A predominantly Democratic[image: External link] city, New Haven voters overwhelmingly supported Al Gore in the 2000 election[image: External link], Yale graduate John Kerry in 2004[image: External link],[72] and Barack Obama in 2008[image: External link] and 2012. In the 2008 election, New Haven County[image: External link] was third among all Connecticut counties[image: External link] in campaign contributions, after Fairfield[image: External link] and Hartford[image: External link] counties. (Connecticut, in turn, was ranked 14th among all states in total campaign contributions.)[73][74]

New Haven was the subject of Who Governs? Democracy and Power in An American City[image: External link], a very influential book in political science[image: External link] by preeminent Yale professor Robert A. Dahl[image: External link], which includes an extensive history of the city and thorough description of its politics in the 1950s. New Haven's theocratic history is also mentioned several times by Alexis de Tocqueville[image: External link] in his classic volume on 19th-century American political life, Democracy in America[image: External link].[75] New Haven was the residence of conservative thinker William F. Buckley, Jr.[image: External link], in 1951, when he wrote his influential God and Man at Yale[image: External link]. William Lee Miller[image: External link]'s The Fifteenth Ward and the Great Society (1966) similarly explores the relationship between local politics in New Haven and national political movements, focusing on Lyndon Johnson[image: External link]'s Great Society and urban renewal[image: External link].[76]

George Williamson Crawford[image: External link], a Yale Law School graduate, served as the city's first black corporation counsel[image: External link] from 1954 to 1962, under Mayor Richard C. Lee[image: External link].[77]

In 1970, the New Haven Black Panther trials[image: External link] took place, the largest and longest trials in Connecticut history. Black Panther Party[image: External link] co-founder Bobby Seale[image: External link] and ten other party members were tried for murdering an alleged informant. Beginning on May Day[image: External link], the city became a center of protest for 12,000 Panther supporters, college students, and New Left[image: External link] activists (including Jean Genet[image: External link], Benjamin Spock[image: External link], Abbie Hoffman[image: External link], Jerry Rubin[image: External link], and John Froines[image: External link]), who amassed on the New Haven Green[image: External link], across the street from where the trials were being held. Violent confrontations between the demonstrators and the New Haven Police[image: External link] occurred, and several bombs were set off in the area by radicals. The event became a rallying point for the New Left and critics of the Nixon Administration.[78][79]

During the summer of 2007, New Haven was the center of protests by anti-immigration[image: External link] groups who opposed the city's program of offering municipal ID cards, known as the Elm City Resident Card[image: External link], to illegal immigrants[image: External link].[80][81][82] In 2008, the country of Ecuador[image: External link] opened a consulate[image: External link] in New Haven to serve the large Ecuadorean immigrant population in the area. It is the first foreign mission to open in New Haven since Italy[image: External link] opened a consulate (now closed) in the city in 1910.[83][84]

In April 2009, the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] agreed to hear a suit[image: External link] over reverse discrimination[image: External link] brought by 20 white and Hispanic firefighters against the city. The suit involved the 2003 promotion test for the New Haven Fire Department[image: External link]. After the tests were scored, no blacks[image: External link] scored high enough to qualify for consideration for promotion, so the city announced that no one would be promoted. On 29 June 2009, the United States Supreme Court ruled in favor of the firefighters, agreeing that they were improperly denied promotion because of their race.[85] The case, Ricci v. DeStefano, became highly publicized and brought national attention to New Haven politics due to the involvement of then-Supreme Court[image: External link] nominee (and Yale Law School graduate) Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link] in a lower court decision.[86]

Garry Trudeau[image: External link], creator of the political Doonesbury[image: External link] comic strip[image: External link], attended Yale University. There he met fellow student and later Green Party[image: External link] candidate for Congress[image: External link] Charles Pillsbury[image: External link], a long-time New Haven resident for whom Trudeau's comic strip is named. During his college years, Pillsbury was known by the nickname[image: External link] "The Doones". A theory of international law[image: External link], which argues for a sociological normative approach in regards to jurisprudence, is named the New Haven Approach[image: External link], after the city. Connecticut US senator Richard Blumenthal is a Yale graduate, as is former Connecticut US Senator Joe Lieberman who also was a New Haven resident for many years, before moving back to his hometown of Stamford[image: External link].[87]
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 Crime




See also: America's Safest and Most Dangerous Cities[image: External link]


Crime increased in the 1990s, with New Haven having one of the ten highest violent crime rates per capita in the United States.[88] In the late 1990s New Haven's crime began to stabilize. The city, adopting a policy of community policing[image: External link], saw crime rates drop during the 2000s.[89][90]

Violent crime levels vary dramatically between New Haven's neighborhoods, with some areas having crime rates in line with the state of Connecticut average, and others having extremely high rates of crime. A 2011 New Haven Health Department report identifies these issues in greater detail.[91]

In 2010, New Haven ranked as the 18th most dangerous city in the United States (albeit below the safety benchmark of 200.00 for the second year in a row).[14] However, according to a completely different analysis conducted by the "24/7 Wall Street Blog", in 2011 New Haven had risen to become the fourth most dangerous city in the United States, and was widely cited in the press as such.[92][93]

However, an analysis by the Regional Data Cooperative for Greater New Haven, Inc., has shown that due to issues of comparative denominators and other factors, such municipality-based rankings can be considered inaccurate.[94] For example, two cities of identical population can cover widely differing land areas, making such analyses irrelevant. The research organization called for comparisons based on neighborhoods, blocks, or standard methodologies (similar to those used by Brookings, DiversityData, and other established institutions), not based on municipalities.
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 Education
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 Colleges and universities




New Haven is a notable center for higher education[image: External link]. Yale University, at the heart of downtown, is one of the city's best known features and its largest employer.[95] New Haven is also home to Southern Connecticut State University[image: External link], part of the Connecticut State University System[image: External link], and Albertus Magnus College[image: External link], a private institution. Gateway Community College[image: External link] has a campus in downtown New Haven, formerly located in the Long Wharf[image: External link] district; Gateway consolidated into one campus downtown into a new state-of-the-art campus (on the site of the old Macy's building) and was open for the Fall 2012 semester.[96][97]

There are several institutions immediately outside of New Haven, as well. Quinnipiac University[image: External link] and the Paier College of Art[image: External link] are located just to the north, in the town of Hamden[image: External link]. The University of New Haven[image: External link] is located not in New Haven but in neighboring West Haven[image: External link].
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 Primary and secondary schools




New Haven Public Schools[image: External link] is the school district serving the city. Wilbur Cross High School[image: External link] and Hillhouse High School[image: External link] are New Haven's two largest public secondary schools.

Hopkins School[image: External link], a private school, was founded in 1660 and is the fifth-oldest educational institution in the United States.[98] New Haven is home to a number of other private schools as well as public magnet schools, including Metropolitan Business Academy[image: External link], High School in the Community, Hill Regional Career High School[image: External link], Co-op High School[image: External link], New Haven Academy[image: External link], ACES Educational Center for the Arts[image: External link], the Foote School[image: External link] and the Sound School[image: External link], all of which draw students from New Haven and suburban towns. New Haven is also home to two Achievement First charter schools, Amistad Academy and Elm City College Prep, and to Common Ground, an environmental charter school.
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 New Haven Promise




The city is home to New Haven Promise, a scholarship funded by Yale University for students who meet the requirements. Students must be enrolled in a public high school (charters included) for four years, be a resident of the city during that time, carry a 3.0 cumulative grade-point average, have a 90-percent attendance rate and perform 40 hours of service to the city.[99] The initiative was launched in 2010 and there are currently more than 500 Scholars enrolled in qualifying Connecticut colleges and universities. There are more than 60 cities in the country that have a Promise-type program for their students.[100]
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 Culture
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 Cuisine




Livability.com[image: External link] named New Haven as the Best Foodie City in the country in 2014. There are 56 Zagat-rated[image: External link] restaurants in New Haven, the most in Connecticut and the third most in New England[image: External link] (after Boston[image: External link] and Cambridge[image: External link]).[101] More than 120 restaurants are located within two blocks of the New Haven Green[image: External link].[102] The city is home to an eclectic mix of ethnic restaurants and small markets specializing in various foreign foods.[103][104] Represented cuisines include Malaysian, Ethiopian, Spanish, Belgian, French, Greek, Latin American, Mexican, Italian, Thai, Chinese, Japanese, Vietnamese, Korean, Indian, Jamaican, Cuban, Peruvian, Syrian/Lebanese, and Turkish.[105]

New Haven's greatest culinary claim to fame may be its pizza, which has been claimed to be among the best in the country,[106][107][108][109] or even in the world.[110][111] New Haven-style pizza[image: External link], called "apizza" (pronounced ah- BEETS[image: External link], [aˈpitts][image: External link] in the original Italian dialect), made its debut at the iconic Frank Pepe Pizzeria Napoletana[image: External link] (known as Pepe's) in 1925.[112] Apizza is baked in coal- or wood-fired brick ovens, and is notable for its thin crust. Apizza may be red (with a tomato[image: External link]-based sauce) or white (with a sauce of garlic[image: External link] and olive oil[image: External link]), and pies ordered "plain" are made without the otherwise customary mozzarella cheese[image: External link] (originally smoked mozzarella, known as "scamorza" in Italian). A white clam[image: External link] pie is a well-known specialty of the restaurants on Wooster Street[image: External link] in the Little Italy section of New Haven, including Pepe's and Sally's Apizza[image: External link] (which opened in 1938). Modern Apizza[image: External link] on State Street, which opened in 1934, is also well-known.[113]

A second New Haven gastronomical[image: External link] claim to fame is Louis' Lunch[image: External link], which is located in a small brick building on Crown Street and has been serving fast food[image: External link] since 1895.[114] Though fiercely debated, the restaurant's founder Louis Lassen is credited by the Library of Congress[image: External link] with inventing the hamburger[image: External link] and steak sandwich[image: External link].[115][116] Louis' Lunch broils[image: External link] hamburgers, steak sandwiches and hot dogs[image: External link] vertically in original antique 1898 cast iron[image: External link] stoves using gridirons[image: External link], patented by local resident Luigi Pieragostini in 1939, that hold the meat in place while it cooks.[117]

New Haven is home to Miya's[image: External link] Sushi, the first sustainable sushi[image: External link] restaurant in the world. Miya's offers the largest vegetarian sushi menu in the world.[118][119][120]

During weekday lunchtime, over 150 lunch carts and food trucks from neighborhood restaurants cater to different student populations throughout Yale's campus.[121] The carts cluster at three main points: by Yale – New Haven Hospital[image: External link] in the center of the Hospital Green (Cedar and York streets), by Yale's Trumbull College[image: External link] (Elm and York streets), and on the intersection of Prospect and Sachem streets by the Yale School of Management[image: External link].[122] Popular farmers' markets, managed by the local non-profit CitySeed[image: External link], set up shop weekly in several neighborhoods, including Westville/Edgewood Park, Fair Haven, Upper State Street, Wooster Square, and Downtown/New Haven Green.

A large grocery store, the Elm City Market, opened on 360 State Street in New Haven in early fall 2011 and served local produce and groceries to the community. Originally, the market was a member-owned co-op[image: External link],[123] but debt defaults in August 2014 forced a sale of the business. It is now an employee-owned business; the co-op's previous owners received no equity in the new business.[124]

In the past several years, two separate Downtown food tour companies have started offering popular restaurant tours on weekends. Taste of New Haven Tours offers several different weekly restaurant/bar tours and a popular pizza, bike, and pints tour. Culinary Walking Tours offers monthly restaurant tours and sponsors an annual Elm City Iron Chef competition.
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 Theatre and film




The city hosts numerous theatres and production houses, including the Yale Repertory Theatre[image: External link], the Long Wharf Theatre[image: External link], and the Shubert Theatre[image: External link]. There is also theatre activity from the Yale School of Drama[image: External link], which works through the Yale University Theatre and the student-run Yale Cabaret[image: External link]. Southern Connecticut State University[image: External link] hosts the Lyman Center for the Performing Arts. The shuttered Palace Theatre (opposite the Shubert Theatre) is being renovated and will reopen as the College Street Music Hall in May, 2015. Smaller theatres include the Little Theater on Lincoln Street. Cooperative Arts and Humanities High School also boasts a state-of-the-art theatre on College Street. The theatre is used for student productions as well as the home to weekly services to a local non-denominational church, the City Church New Haven.[125]

The Shubert Theatre once premiered many major theatrical productions before their Broadway debuts. Productions that premiered at the Shubert include Oklahoma![image: External link] (which was also written in New Haven[126]), Carousel[image: External link], South Pacific[image: External link], My Fair Lady[image: External link], The King and I[image: External link], and The Sound of Music[image: External link], as well as the Tennessee Williams[image: External link] play A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link].

Bow Tie Cinemas owns and operates the Criterion Cinemas, the first new movie theater to open in New Haven in over 30 years and the first luxury movie complex in the city's history. The Criterion has seven screens and opened in November 2004, showing a mix of upscale first run commercial and independent film.[127]
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 Museums




New Haven has a variety of museums, many of them associated with Yale. The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library[image: External link] features an original copy of the Gutenberg Bible[image: External link]. There is also the Connecticut Children's Museum[image: External link]; the Knights of Columbus[image: External link] museum near that organization's world headquarters; the Peabody Museum of Natural History[image: External link]; the Yale University Collection of Musical Instruments[image: External link]; the Eli Whitney Museum[image: External link] (across the town line in Hamden, Connecticut[image: External link], on Whitney Avenue); the Yale Center for British Art[image: External link], which houses the largest collection of British art outside the U.K.,[128] and the Yale University Art Gallery[image: External link], the nation's oldest college art museum.[citation needed[image: External link]] New Haven is also home to the New Haven Museum and Historical Society[image: External link] on Whitney Avenue, which has a library of many primary source treasures dating from Colonial times to the present.

Artspace[image: External link] on Orange Street is one of several contemporary art galleries around the city, showcasing the work of local, national, and international artists. Others include City Gallery and A. Leaf Gallery in the downtown area. Westville galleries include Kehler Liddell, Jennifer Jane Gallery, and The Hungry Eye. The Erector Square[image: External link] complex in the Fair Haven[image: External link] neighborhood houses the Parachute Factory gallery along with numerous artist studios, and the complex serves as an active destination during City-Wide Open Studios held yearly in October.

New Haven is the home port of a life-size replica of the historical Freedom Schooner Amistad[image: External link], which is open for tours at Long Wharf pier at certain times during the summer. Also at Long Wharf pier is the Quinnipiack schooner, offering sailing cruises of the harbor area throughout the summer. The Quinnipiack also functions as a floating classroom for hundreds of local students.
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 Music




The New Haven Green is the site of many free music concerts, especially during the summer months. These have included the New Haven Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], the July Free Concerts on the Green in July, and the New Haven Jazz Festival in August. The Jazz Festival, which began in 1982, is one of the longest-running free outdoor festivals in the U.S., until it was canceled for 2007. Headliners such as The Breakfast[image: External link], Dave Brubeck[image: External link], Ray Charles[image: External link] and Celia Cruz[image: External link] have historically drawn 30,000 to 50,000 fans, filling up the New Haven Green to capacity. The New Haven Jazz Festival was revived in 2008 and has been sponsored since by Jazz Haven.[129]

New Haven is home to the concert venue Toad's Place[image: External link], and a new venue, College Street Music Hall. The city has retained an alternative art and music underground that has helped to influence post-punk era music movements such as indie[image: External link], college rock[image: External link] and underground hip-hop[image: External link]. Other local venues include Cafe Nine, BAR, Pacific Standard Tavern, Stella Blues, Three Sheets, Firehouse 12, and Rudy's.

The Yale School of Music[image: External link] contributes to the city's music scene by offering hundreds of free concerts throughout the year at venues in and around the Yale campus. Large performances are held in the 2,700-seat Woolsey Hall[image: External link] auditorium, which contains the world's largest symphonic organs[image: External link], while chamber music and recitals are performed in Sprague Hall.

Hardcore[image: External link] band Hatebreed[image: External link] are from Wallingford[image: External link], but got their start in New Haven under the name Jasta 14[image: External link]. The band Miracle Legion[image: External link] formed in New Haven in 1983.
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 Festivals




In addition to the Jazz Festival (described above), New Haven serves as the home city of the annual International Festival of Arts and Ideas[image: External link]. New Haven's Saint Patrick's Day[image: External link] parade, which began in 1842, is New England[image: External link]'s oldest St. Patty's Day parade and draws the largest crowds of any one-day spectator event in Connecticut.[130] The St. Andrew the Apostle Italian Festival has taken place in the historic Wooster Square[image: External link] neighborhood every year since 1900. Other parishes in the city celebrate the Feast of Saint Anthony of Padua[image: External link] and a carnival in honor of St. Bernadette Soubirous[image: External link].[131] New Haven celebrates Powder House Day[image: External link] every April on the New Haven Green to commemorate the city's entrance into the Revolutionary War[image: External link]. The annual Wooster Square Cherry Blossom Festival[image: External link] commemorates the 1973 planting of 72 Yoshino[image: External link] Japanese Cherry Blossom trees by the New Haven Historic Commission in collaboration with the New Haven Parks Department and residents of the neighborhood. The Festival now draws well over 5,000 visitors. The Film Fest New Haven[image: External link] has been held annually since 1995.
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 Nightlife




In the past decade downtown has seen an influx of new restaurants, bars, and nightclubs. Large crowds are drawn to the Crown Street area downtown on weekends where many of the restaurants and bars are located. Crown Street between State and High streets has dozens of establishments, as do nearby Temple and College streets. Away from downtown, Upper State Street has a number of restaurants and bars popular with local residents and weekend visitors.
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 Newspapers and media




New Haven is served by the daily New Haven Register[image: External link], the weekly "alternative" New Haven Advocate[image: External link] (which is run by Tribune, the corporation owning the Hartford Courant[image: External link]), the online daily New Haven Independent,[132] and the monthly Grand News Community Newspaper. Downtown New Haven is covered by an in-depth civic news forum, Design New Haven[image: External link]. The Register also backs PLAY magazine, a weekly entertainment publication. The city is also served by several student-run papers, including the Yale Daily News, the weekly Yale Herald[image: External link] and a humor tabloid, Rumpus Magazine[image: External link]. WTNH[image: External link] Channel 8, the ABC affiliate for Connecticut, WCTX[image: External link] Channel 59, the MyNetworkTV[image: External link] affiliate for the state, Connecticut Public Television[image: External link] station WEDY[image: External link] channel 65, a PBS[image: External link] affiliate, and WTXX Channel 34, the IntrigueTV affiliate, broadcast from New Haven. All New York City news and sports team stations broadcast to New Haven County.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports and athletics




Main article: Sports in New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]


New Haven has a history of professional sports franchises dating back to the 19th century[133] and has been the home to professional baseball[image: External link], basketball[image: External link], football[image: External link], hockey[image: External link], and soccer[image: External link] teams—including the New York Giants[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] from 1973 to 1974, who played at the Yale Bowl[image: External link]. Throughout the second half of the 20th century, New Haven consistently had minor league hockey and baseball teams, which played at the New Haven Arena[image: External link] (built in 1926, demolished in 1972), New Haven Coliseum[image: External link] (1972–2002), and Yale Field[image: External link] (1928–present).

When John DeStefano, Jr.[image: External link], became mayor of New Haven in 1995, he outlined a plan to transform the city into a major cultural and arts center in the Northeast[image: External link], which involved investments in programs and projects other than sports franchises. As nearby Bridgeport[image: External link] built new sports facilities, the brutalist[image: External link] New Haven Coliseum rapidly deteriorated. Believing the upkeep on the venue to be a drain of tax dollars, the DeStefano administration closed the Coliseum in 2002; it was demolished in 2007. New Haven's last professional sports team, the New Haven County Cutters[image: External link], left in 2009. The DeStefano administration did, however, see the construction of the New Haven Athletic Center in 1998, a 94,000-square-foot (8,700 m2) indoor athletic facility with a seating capacity[image: External link] of over 3,000. The NHAC, built adjacent to Hillhouse High School[image: External link], is used for New Haven public schools athletics, as well as large-scale area and state sporting events; it is the largest high school indoor sports complex in the state.[134][135][136]

New Haven was the host of the 1995 Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link]; then-President Bill Clinton spoke at the opening ceremonies.[137] The city is home to the Pilot Pen International[image: External link] tennis event, which takes place every August at the Connecticut Tennis Center[image: External link], one of the largest tennis venues in the world.[138] New Haven biannually hosts "The Game[image: External link]" between Yale and Harvard, the country's second-oldest college football rivalry. Numerous road races[image: External link] take place in New Haven, including the USA 20K Championship during the New Haven Road Race.[139]

Greater New Haven[image: External link] is home to a number of college sports[image: External link] teams. The Yale Bulldogs[image: External link] play Division I college sports, as do the Quinnipiac Bobcats[image: External link] in neighboring Hamden[image: External link]. Division II athletics are played by Southern Connecticut State University[image: External link] and the University of New Haven[image: External link] (actually located in neighboring West Haven[image: External link]), while Albertus Magnus College[image: External link] athletes perform at the Division III level.

New Haven is home to many New York Yankees[image: External link] fans due to the proximity of New York City.[140]

Walter Camp[image: External link], deemed the "father of American football," was a New Havener.

The New Haven Warriors[image: External link] rugby league[image: External link] team play in the AMNRL[image: External link]. They have a large number of Pacific Islanders[image: External link] playing for them.[141] Their field is located at the West Haven High School[image: External link]'s Ken Strong Stadium[image: External link].[142] They won the 2008 AMNRL Grand Final.[143]
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 Structures
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 Architecture




New Haven has many architectural landmarks dating from every important time period and architectural style in American history. The city has been home to a number of architects and architectural firms that have left their mark on the city including Ithiel Town[image: External link] and Henry Austin[image: External link] in the 19th century and Cesar Pelli[image: External link], Warren Platner[image: External link], Kevin Roche[image: External link], Herbert Newman[image: External link] and Barry Svigals[image: External link] in the 20th. The Yale School of Architecture[image: External link] has fostered this important component of the city's economy. Cass Gilbert[image: External link], of the Beaux-Arts[image: External link] school, designed New Haven's Union Station[image: External link] and the New Haven Free Public Library and was also commissioned for a City Beautiful[image: External link] plan in 1919. Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link], Marcel Breuer[image: External link], Alexander Jackson Davis[image: External link], Philip C. Johnson[image: External link], Gordon Bunshaft[image: External link], Louis Kahn[image: External link], James Gamble Rogers[image: External link], Frank Gehry[image: External link], Charles Willard Moore[image: External link], Stefan Behnisch[image: External link], James Polshek[image: External link], Paul Rudolph[image: External link], Eero Saarinen[image: External link] and Robert Venturi[image: External link] all have designed buildings in New Haven. Yale's 1950s-era Ingalls Rink[image: External link], designed by Eero Saarinen, was included on the America's Favorite Architecture[image: External link] list created in 2007.[144]

Many of the city's neighborhoods are well-preserved as walkable "museums" of 19th- and 20th-century American architecture, particularly by the New Haven Green[image: External link], Hillhouse Avenue[image: External link] and other residential sections close to Downtown New Haven[image: External link]. Overall, a large proportion of the city's land area is National (NRHP) historic districts. One of the best sources on local architecture is New Haven: Architecture and Urban Design, by Elizabeth Mills Brown.[145]

See also: List of tallest buildings in New Haven[image: External link]


The five tallest buildings in New Haven are:[146]


	
Connecticut Financial Center[image: External link] 383 ft (117 m) 26 floors

	
360 State Street[image: External link] 338 ft (103 m) 32 floors

	
Knights of Columbus Building[image: External link] 321 ft (98 m) 23 floors

	
Kline Biology Tower[image: External link] 250 ft (76 m) 16 floors

	
Crown Towers[image: External link] 233 ft (71 m) 22 floors
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 Historic points of interest




See also: National Register of Historic Places listings in New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]


Many historical sites exist throughout the city, including 59 properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link]. Of these, nine are among the 60 U.S. National Historic Landmarks in Connecticut[image: External link]. The New Haven Green[image: External link], one of the National Historic Landmarks, was formed in 1638, and is home to three 19th-century churches. Below one of the churches (referred to as the Center Church on-the-Green) lies a 17th-century crypt, which is open to visitors.[147] Some of the more famous burials include the first wife of Benedict Arnold[image: External link] and the aunt and grandmother of President Rutherford B. Hayes; Hayes visited the crypt while President in 1880.[148] The Old Campus[image: External link] of Yale University is located next to the Green, and includes Connecticut Hall[image: External link], Yale's oldest building and a National Historic Landmark. The Hillhouse Avenue[image: External link] area, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] and is also a part of Yale's campus, has been called a walkable museum, due to its 19th-century mansions and street scape; Charles Dickens[image: External link] is said to have called Hillhouse Avenue "the most beautiful street in America" when visiting the city in 1868.[149]

In 1660, Edward Whalley[image: External link] (a cousin and friend of Oliver Cromwell[image: External link]) and William Goffe[image: External link], two English Civil War[image: External link] generals who signed the death warrant of King Charles I[image: External link], hid in a rock formation in New Haven after having fled England upon the restoration[image: External link] of Charles II[image: External link] to the English throne.[150] They were later joined by a third regicide[image: External link], John Dixwell[image: External link]. The rock formation, which is now a part of West Rock Park[image: External link], is known as Judges' Cave[image: External link], and the path leading to the cave is called the Regicides Trail[image: External link].

After the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] broke out in 1776, the Connecticut colonial government[image: External link] ordered the construction of Black Rock Fort[image: External link] (to be built on top of an older 17th-century fort) to protect the port of New Haven. In 1779, during the Battle of New Haven[image: External link], British soldiers captured Black Rock Fort and burned the barracks to the ground. The fort was reconstructed in 1807 by the federal government (on orders from the Thomas Jefferson administration), and rechristened Fort Nathan Hale[image: External link], after the Revolutionary War hero[image: External link] who had lived in New Haven. The cannons of Fort Nathan Hale were successful in defying British war ships during the War of 1812[image: External link]. In 1863, during the Civil War[image: External link], a second Fort Hale[image: External link] was built next to the original, complete with bomb-resistant bunkers and a moat, to defend the city should a Southern raid[image: External link] against New Haven be launched. The United States Congress[image: External link] deeded the site to the state in 1921, and all three versions of the fort have been restored. The site is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places and receives thousands of visitors each year.[151][152]

Grove Street Cemetery[image: External link], a National Historic Landmark which lies adjacent to Yale's campus, contains the graves of Roger Sherman[image: External link], Eli Whitney[image: External link], Noah Webster[image: External link], Josiah Willard Gibbs[image: External link], Charles Goodyear[image: External link] and Walter Camp[image: External link], among other notable burials.[153] The cemetery is known for its grand Egyptian Revival[image: External link] gateway. The Union League Club of New Haven building, located on Chapel Street, is notable for not only being a historic Beaux-Arts[image: External link] building, but also is built on the site where Roger Sherman's home once stood; George Washington is known to have stayed at the Sherman residence while President in 1789 (one of three times Washington visited New Haven throughout his lifetime).[154][155]

Two sites pay homage to the time President and Chief Justice William Howard Taft lived in the city, as both a student and later Professor at Yale: a plaque on Prospect Street marks the site where Taft's home formerly stood,[156] and downtown's Taft Apartment Building (formerly the Taft Hotel) bears the name of the former President who resided in the building for eight years before becoming Chief Justice of the United States.[126]

Lighthouse Point Park, a public beach run by the city, was a popular tourist destination during the Roaring Twenties[image: External link], attracting luminaries of the period such as Babe Ruth[image: External link] and Ty Cobb[image: External link].[157] The park remains popular among New Haveners, and is home to the Five Mile Point Lighthouse[image: External link], constructed in 1847, and the Lighthouse Point Carousel[image: External link], constructed in 1916.[158][159] Five Mile Point Light was decommissioned in 1877 following the construction of Southwest Ledge Light[image: External link] at the entrance of the harbor, which remains in service to this day. Both of the lighthouses and the carousel are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Other historic sites in the city include the Soldiers and Sailors Monument[image: External link], which stands at the summit of East Rock[image: External link], the Marsh Botanical Garden[image: External link], Wooster Square[image: External link], Dwight Street[image: External link], Louis' Lunch[image: External link], and the Farmington Canal[image: External link], all of which date back to the 19th century. Other historic parks besides the Green include Edgerton Park[image: External link], Edgewood Park[image: External link], and East Rock Park[image: External link], each of which is included on the National Register of Historic Places.
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 Transportation
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 Rail




New Haven is connected to New York City[image: External link] by commuter rail[image: External link], regional rail[image: External link] and inter-city rail[image: External link], provided by Metro-North Railroad[image: External link] (commuter rail), Shore Line East[image: External link] (commuter rail), and Amtrak[image: External link] (regional and intercity rail) respectively, allowing New Haven residents to commute to work in New York City (just under two hours by train).

The city's main railroad station is the historic Beaux-arts[image: External link] Union Station[image: External link], which serves Metro-North trains to New York and Shore Line East[image: External link] commuter trains to New London[image: External link]. An additional station was opened in 2002, named State Street Station[image: External link], to provide Shore Line East and a few peak-hour Metro-North passengers easier access to and from Downtown[image: External link].

Union Station is further served by four Amtrak lines: the Northeast Regional[image: External link] and the high-speed[image: External link] Acela Express[image: External link] provide service to New York, Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Boston[image: External link], and rank as the first and second busiest routes in the country; the New Haven–Springfield Line[image: External link] provides service to Hartford[image: External link] and Springfield, Massachusetts[image: External link]; and the Vermonter[image: External link] provides service to both Washington, D.C., and Vermont[image: External link], 15 miles (24 km) from the Canada–US border[image: External link]. Amtrak also codeshares with United Airlines for travel to any airport serviced by United Airlines, via Newark Airport (EWR) originating from or terminating at Union Station, ( IATA[image: External link]: ZVE).

Metro-North has the third highest daily ridership among commuter rails in the country, with an average weekday ridership of 276,000 in 2009. Of the 276,000 Metro-North riders, 112,000 rode the New Haven Line[image: External link] each day, which would make the New Haven Line seventh in the country in daily ridership if it were alone an entire commuter rail system. Shore Line East ranked nineteenth in the country, with an average daily ridership of 2,000.[160]

Additionally, the Connecticut Department of Transportation[image: External link] plans to add a new commuter service called the Hartford Line[image: External link] in collaboration with Amtrak[image: External link] and the federal government that will run between New Haven[image: External link] and Springfield[image: External link], Massachusetts with a terminus at Union Station[image: External link] in Downtown New Haven. As of late 2015, funding had been secured and the service is scheduled to begin operation in early 2018.[161]
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 Bus




The New Haven Division[image: External link] of Connecticut Transit[image: External link] (CT Transit), the state's bus[image: External link] system, is the second largest division in the state with 24 routes. All routes originate from the New Haven Green[image: External link], making it the central transfer hub of the city. Service is provided to 19 different municipalities throughout Greater New Haven[image: External link].

CT Transit's Union Station Shuttle provides free service from Union Station to the New Haven Green and several New Haven parking garages. Peter Pan[image: External link] and Greyhound[image: External link] bus lines have scheduled stops at Union Station, and connections downtown can be made via the Union Station Shuttle. A private company operates the New Haven/Hartford Express which provides commuter bus service to Hartford. The Yale University Shuttle provides free transportation around New Haven for Yale students, faculty, and staff.

The New Haven Division buses follow routes that had originally been covered by trolley[image: External link] service. Horse-drawn steetcars[image: External link] began operating in New Haven in the 1860s, and by the mid-1890s all the lines had become electric. In the 1920s and 1930s, some of the trolley lines began to be replaced by bus lines, with the last trolley route converted to bus in 1948. The City of New Haven is in the very early stages of considering the restoration of streetcar (light-rail) service, which has been absent since the postwar period.[162][163][164][165]
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 Bicycle




The Farmington Canal Trail[image: External link] is a rail trail[image: External link] that will eventually run continuously from downtown New Haven to Northampton, Massachusetts[image: External link]. The scenic trail follows the path of the historic New Haven and Northampton Company[image: External link] and the Farmington Canal[image: External link]. Currently, there is a continuous 14-mile (23 km) stretch of the trail from downtown, through Hamden[image: External link] and into Cheshire[image: External link], making bicycle commuting[image: External link] between New Haven and those suburbs possible. The trail is part of the East Coast Greenway[image: External link], a proposed 3,000-mile (4,800 km) bike path that would link every major city on the East Coast[image: External link] from Florida[image: External link] to Maine[image: External link].

In 2004, the first bike lane in the city was added to Orange Street, connecting East Rock Park[image: External link] and the East Rock neighborhood[image: External link] to downtown. Since then, bike lanes have also been added to sections of Howard Ave, Elm St, Dixwell Avenue, Water Street, Clinton Avenue and State Street. The city has created recommended bike routes for getting around New Haven, including use of the Canal Trail and the Orange Street lane.[166][167] As of the end of 2012, bicycle lanes have also been added in both directions on Dixwell Avenue along most of the street from downtown to the Hamden town line, as well as along Howard Avenue from Yale New Haven Hospital to City Point.

The city has plans to create two additional bike lanes connecting Union Station with downtown, and the Westville[image: External link] neighborhood with downtown. The city has added dozens of covered bike parking[image: External link] spots at Union Station, in order to facilitate more bike commuting to the station.[168]
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 Roads




New Haven lies at the intersection of Interstate 95[image: External link] on the coast—which provides access southwards and/or westwards to the western coast of Connecticut and to New York City, and eastwards to the eastern Connecticut shoreline, Rhode Island[image: External link], and eastern Massachusetts—and Interstate 91[image: External link], which leads northward to the interior of Massachusetts and Vermont[image: External link] and the Canada–US border. I-95 is infamous for traffic jams increasing with proximity to New York City; on the east side of New Haven it passes over the Quinnipiac River[image: External link] via the Pearl Harbor Memorial, or "Q Bridge[image: External link]", which often presents a major bottleneck to traffic. I-91, however, is relatively less congested, except at the intersection with I-95 during peak travel times.

The Oak Street Connector[image: External link] (Connecticut Route 34[image: External link]) intersects I-91 at exit 1, just south of the I-95/I-91 interchange, and runs northwest for a few blocks as an expressway spur into downtown before emptying onto surface roads. The Wilbur Cross Parkway[image: External link] (Connecticut Route 15[image: External link]) runs parallel to I-95 west of New Haven, turning northwards as it nears the city and then running northwards parallel to I-91 through the outer rim of New Haven and Hamden[image: External link], offering an alternative to the I-95/I-91 journey (restricted to non-commercial vehicles). Route 15 in New Haven is the site of the only highway tunnel in the state (officially designated as Heroes Tunnel[image: External link]), running through West Rock[image: External link], home to West Rock Park[image: External link] and the Three Judges Cave[image: External link].

The city also has several major surface arteries. U.S. Route 1[image: External link] (Columbus Avenue, Union Avenue, Water Street, Forbes Avenue) runs in an east-west direction south of downtown serving Union Station[image: External link] and leading out of the city to Milford[image: External link], West Haven[image: External link], East Haven[image: External link] and Branford[image: External link]. The main road from downtown heading northwest is Whalley Avenue (partly signed as Route 10[image: External link] and Route 63[image: External link]) leading to Westville[image: External link] and Woodbridge[image: External link]. Heading north towards Hamden[image: External link], there are two major thoroughfares, Dixwell Avenue and Whitney Avenue. To the northeast are Middletown Avenue (Route 17[image: External link]), which leads to the Montowese section of North Haven, and Foxon Boulevard (Route 80[image: External link]), which leads to the Foxon section of East Haven and to the town of North Branford[image: External link]. To the west is Route 34[image: External link], which leads to the city of Derby[image: External link]. Other major intracity arteries are Ella Grasso[image: External link] Boulevard (Route 10[image: External link]) west of downtown, and College Street, Temple Street, Church Street, Elm Street, and Grove Street in the downtown area.

Traffic safety is a major concern for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists in New Haven.[169] In addition to many traffic-related fatalities in the city each year, since 2005, over a dozen Yale students, staff and faculty have been killed or injured in traffic collisions on or near the campus.[170]
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 Airport




Tweed New Haven Regional Airport[image: External link] is located within the city limits 3 miles (5 km) east of the business district, and provides daily service to Philadelphia[image: External link] through American Eagle[image: External link]. Bus service between Downtown New Haven[image: External link] and Tweed is available via the CT Transit New Haven Division[image: External link] Bus "G". Taxi service and rental cars (including service by Hertz[image: External link], Avis[image: External link], Enterprise[image: External link] and Budget[image: External link]) are available at the airport. Travel time from Tweed to downtown takes less than 15 minutes by car.
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 Seaport




New Haven Harbor[image: External link] is home to the Port of New Haven, a deep-water seaport with three berths capable of hosting vessels and barges as well as the facilities required to handle break bulk cargo[image: External link]. The port has the capacity to load 200 trucks a day from the ground or via loading docks. Rail transportation access is available, with a private switch engine for yard movements and private siding for loading and unloading. Approximately 400,000 square feet (40,000 m2) of inside storage and 50 acres (200,000 m2) of outside storage are available at the site. Five shore cranes with a 250-ton capacity and 26 forklifts, each with a 26-ton capacity, are also available.[50]

In June 17, 2013, the city commissioned the Nathan Hale[image: External link], a 36 foot (11 m) Port Security vessel capable of serving search and rescue[image: External link], firefighting, constabulary roles.[171][172]
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 Infrastructure
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 Hospitals and medicine




The New Haven area supports several medical facilities that are considered some of the best hospitals in the country. There are two major medical centers downtown: Yale – New Haven Hospital[image: External link] has four pavilions, including the Yale – New Haven Children's Hospital[173] and the Smilow Cancer Hospital;[174] the Hospital of Saint Raphael[image: External link] is several blocks north, and touts its excellent cardiac emergency care program. Smaller downtown health facilities are the Temple Medical Center located downtown on Temple Street, Connecticut Mental Health Center/[175] across Park Street from Y-NHH, and the Hill Health Center,[176] which serves the working-class Hill neighborhood. A large Veterans Affairs hospital is located in neighboring West Haven. To the west in Milford[image: External link] is Milford Hospital[image: External link], and to the north in Meriden[image: External link] is the MidState Medical Center.[177]

Yale and New Haven are working to build a medical and biotechnology research hub in the city and Greater New Haven region, and are succeeding to some extent.[citation needed[image: External link]] The city, state and Yale together run Science Park,[178] a large site three blocks northwest of Yale's Science Hill[image: External link] campus.[179] This multi-block site, approximately bordered by Mansfield Street, Division Street, and Shelton Avenue, is the former home of Winchester[image: External link]'s and Olin Corporation's 45 large-scale factory buildings. Currently, sections of the site are large-scale parking lots or abandoned structures, but there is also a large remodeled and functioning area of buildings (leased primarily by a private developer) with numerous Yale employees, financial service and biotech companies.

A second biotechnology district is being planned for the median strip on Frontage Road, on land cleared for the never-built Route 34[image: External link] extension.[179] As of late 2009, a Pfizer[image: External link] drug-testing clinic, a medical laboratory building serving Yale – New Haven Hospital, and a mixed-use structure containing parking, housing and office space, have been constructed on this corridor.[179] A former SNET[image: External link] telephone building at 300 George Street is being converted into lab space, and has been so far quite successful in attracting biotechnology and medical firms.[179]
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 Power supply facilities




Electricity for New Haven is generated by a 448 MW oil and gas-fired generating station located on the shore at New Haven Harbor.[180] In addition, Pennsylvania Power and Light[image: External link] (PPL) Inc. operates a 220 MW peaking natural gas turbine plant in nearby Wallingford.

Near New Haven there is the static inverter plant[image: External link] of the HVDC[image: External link] Cross Sound Cable[image: External link]. There are three PureCell[image: External link] Model 400 fuel cells placed in the city of New Haven—one at the New Haven Public Schools[image: External link] and newly constructed Roberto Clemente School,[181] one at the mixed-use 360 State Street[image: External link] building,[182] and one at City Hall[image: External link].[183] According to Giovanni Zinn of the city's Office of Sustainability, each fuel cell may save the city up to $1 million in energy costs over a decade.[184] The fuel cells were provided by ClearEdge Power[image: External link],[185] formerly UTC Power[image: External link].[186]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In popular culture




Several recent movies have been filmed in New Haven, including Mona Lisa Smile[image: External link] (2003), with Julia Roberts[image: External link], The Life Before Her Eyes[image: External link] (2007), with Uma Thurman[image: External link], and Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull[image: External link] (2008) directed by Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and starring Harrison Ford[image: External link], Cate Blanchett[image: External link] and Shia LaBeouf[image: External link].[187] The filming of Crystal Skull involved an extensive chase sequence through the streets of New Haven. Several downtown streets were closed to traffic and received a "makeover" to look like streets of 1957, when the film is set. 500 locals were cast as extras for the film.[188][189] In Everybody's Fine[image: External link] (2009), Robert De Niro[image: External link] has a close encounter in what is supposed to be the Denver[image: External link] train station; the scene was filmed in New Haven's Union Station.
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]
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 Sister cities




New Haven has seven sister cities[image: External link], as designated by Sister Cities International[image: External link]:


	
Taichung[image: External link], Taiwan

	
Afula-Gilboa[image: External link], Israel

	
Amalfi[image: External link], Italy

	
Avignon[image: External link], France[190][191]


	
Freetown[image: External link], Sierra Leone

	
Huế[image: External link], Vietnam

	León, Nicaragua[image: External link]



Some of these were selected because of historical connection—Freetown because of the Amistad trial. Others, such as Amalfi and Afula-Gilboa, reflect ethnic groups in New Haven.

In 1990, the United Nations[image: External link] named New Haven a "Peace Messenger City[image: External link]".
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 See also





	Other articles about people and places in New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]

	New Haven Fire Department[image: External link]

	New Haven Police Department[image: External link]

	Coast Guard Station New Haven[image: External link]
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Laura Bush






Laura Lane Welch Bush (born November 4, 1946) is the wife of the 43rd[image: External link] President of the United States, George W. Bush, and was the First Lady[image: External link] from 2001 to 2009.[1][2]

Bush graduated from Southern Methodist University[image: External link] in 1968 with a bachelor's degree[image: External link] in education[image: External link], and took a job as a second grade[image: External link] teacher. After attaining her master's degree[image: External link] in library science[image: External link] at the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], she was employed as a librarian.

Bush met her future husband, George W. Bush, in 1977, and they were married later that year. The couple had twin daughters in 1981. Bush's political involvement began during her marriage. She campaigned with her husband during his unsuccessful 1978 run for the United States Congress[image: External link], and later for his successful Texas gubernatorial campaign.

As First Lady of Texas, Bush implemented many initiatives focused on health, education, and literacy.[3] In 1999-2000, she aided her husband in campaigning for the presidency in a number of ways, most notably delivering a keynote address at the 2000 Republican National Convention, which gained her national attention. She became First Lady after her husband was inaugurated as president on January 20, 2001.

Polled by The Gallup Organization[image: External link] as one of the most popular First Ladies, Bush was involved in national and global concerns during her tenure.[4] She continued to advance her trademark interests of education and literacy by establishing the semi-annual National Book Festival[image: External link] in 2001, and encouraged education on a worldwide scale. She also advanced women's causes through The Heart Truth[image: External link] and Susan G. Komen for the Cure[image: External link] organizations. She represented the United States during her foreign trips, which tended to focus on HIV/AIDS and malaria awareness.
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 Early life and career




Laura Lane Welch was born on November 4, 1946 in Midland, Texas, the only child of Harold Welch (1912–1995) and Jenna Louise Hawkins Welch (born 1919).[5]

Bush is of English[image: External link], French[image: External link], and Swiss[image: External link] ancestry.[2][6] Her father was a home builder and later successful real estate developer, while her mother worked as the bookkeeper for her father's business.[5][7] Early on, her parents encouraged her to read, leading to what would become her love of reading.[5] She said, "I learned [how important reading is] at home from my mother. When I was a little girl, my mother would read stories to me. I have loved books and going to the library ever since. In the summer, I liked to spend afternoons reading in the library. I enjoyed the Little House on the Prairie[image: External link] and Little Women[image: External link] books, and many others... Reading gives you enjoyment throughout your life."[8] Bush has also credited her second grade teacher, Charlene Gnagy, for inspiring her interest in education.[9]

On the night of November 6, 1963, Laura Welch ran a stop sign[image: External link] and struck another car, resulting in the death of its driver.[10][11] The victim was her close friend and classmate Michael Dutton Douglas. By some accounts, Douglas had been Bush's boyfriend at one time, but she herself stated that he was not her boyfriend at that time but rather a very close friend.[12] Bush and her passenger, both 17, were treated for minor injuries.[13] According to the accident report released by the city of Midland in 2000, in response to an open-records request, she was not charged in the incident.[13][14] Bush's spokesman said, "It was a very tragic accident that deeply affected the families and was very painful for all involved, including the community at large."[13] In her book Spoken from the Heart[image: External link], she says that the accident caused her to lose her faith "for many, many years".[15]

She attended James Bowie Elementary School, San Jacinto Junior High School, and Robert E. Lee High School[image: External link] in Midland.[16] She graduated from Lee in 1964[17] and went on to attend Southern Methodist University[image: External link] in Dallas where she was a member of Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link].[18] She graduated in 1968 with a Bachelor of Science[image: External link] degree in Education.

After graduating from SMU, she began her career as a school teacher[image: External link] at Longfellow Elementary School in the Dallas Independent School District[image: External link].[18] She then taught for three years at John F. Kennedy Elementary School, a Houston Independent School District[image: External link] school in Houston, until 1972.

In 1973, Bush attained a Master of Science[image: External link] degree in Library Science[image: External link] from the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].[18] She was soon employed as a librarian at the Kashmere Gardens Branch at the Houston Public Library[image: External link]. The following year, she moved back to Austin[image: External link] and took another job as a librarian in the Austin Independent School District[image: External link] school Dawson Elementary until 1977. She reflected on her employment experiences to a group of children in 2003, saying, "I worked as a teacher and librarian and I learned how important reading is in school and in life."[8]
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 Marriage and family




She met George W. Bush in July 1977 when mutual friends Joe and Jan O'Neill invited her and Bush to a backyard barbecue at their home. He proposed to her at the end of September and they were married on November 5 of that year[19][20] at the First United Methodist Church in Midland, the same church in which she had been baptized[image: External link].[21] Laura bought a tan, two-toned dress off the rack for the wedding.[22] The couple honeymooned in Cozumel[image: External link], Mexico.[19] George W. Bush detailed his choice to marry Laura as the "best decision of my life."[23] Laura, an only child, said she gained "brothers and sisters and wonderful in-laws" who all accepted her after she wed George W. Bush.[24]

The year after their marriage, the couple began campaigning for George W. Bush's 1978 Congressional candidacy. According to George Bush, when he asked her to marry him, she had said, "Yes. But only if you promise me that I'll never have to make a campaign speech."[25] She soon relented, and gave her first stump speech for him in 1978 on the courthouse steps in Muleshoe, Texas[image: External link].[26] After narrowly winning the primary[image: External link], he lost the general election.[20]

Bush attended the inauguration of father-in-law George H. W. Bush as Vice President in January 1981, after he and his running mate Ronald Reagan won the 1980 presidential election.[27] She attributed her father-in-law's electing to the vice presidency with giving her and her husband national exposure.[28]

The Bushes had tried to conceive for three years, but pregnancy did not happen easily. On November 25, 1981, Laura Bush gave birth to fraternal twin[image: External link] daughters, Barbara and Jenna.[21] The twins were born five weeks early by an emergency Caesarean section[image: External link], as Laura had developed life-threatening pre-eclampsia[image: External link] (toxemia).[20] The twins graduated from high school in 2000 and attended Yale University and the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], respectively, in 2004. To date, Bush is the only First Lady to have given birth to twins.

George W. Bush credited his wife with his decision to stop drinking[image: External link] in 1986.[18][29] She reflected that she thought her husband "was drinking too much" amid her knowing it was not his desired way of living. Approaching him, she related that her father had been alcoholic and it was not a pattern she wished to repeat in their family.[30] She is also credited with having a stabilizing effect on his private life.[20] According to People[image: External link] magazine reporter Jane Simms Podesta, "She is the steel in his back. She is a civilizing influence on him. I think she built him, in many ways, into the person he is today."[20]

Bush traveled to Kuwait[image: External link] in April 1993, accompanying her father-in-law and mother-in-law as well as brothers-in-law Jeb and Marvin Bush after former President Bush was invited to return to the Middle East for the first time since his presidency.[31]

Several times a year, Bush and her husband travel to their sprawling family estate, the Bush compound, better known as Walker's Point. Located in Kennebunkport[image: External link], Maine[image: External link], the compound is where Bush family gatherings have been held for nearly 100 years.[32][33]
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 First Lady of Texas




Bush became the First Lady of Texas when her husband was elected as the Governor of Texas and served as first lady of that state from January 17, 1995, to December 21, 2000.[3] When asked about her interest in politics, she responded, "It doesn't drive me."[34]

Though during her years in the Governor's Mansion[image: External link], she did not hold a single formal event,[35] Laura worked for women's and children's causes including health, education, and literacy[image: External link].[3] She implemented four major initiatives: Take Time For Kids, an awareness campaign to educate parents and caregivers on parenting; family literacy, through cooperation with the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy[image: External link], she urged Texas communities to establish family literacy programs; Reach Out and Read, a pediatric reading program; and Ready to Read, an early childhood educational program.[3]

She raised money for public libraries through the best friend of her establishment of the Texas Book Festival,[3] and established the First Lady's Family Literacy Initiative, which encouraged families to read together.[36] Bush further established "Rainbow Rooms" across the state, in an effort to provide emergency services[image: External link] for neglected[image: External link] or abused[image: External link] children.[3] Through this, she promoted the Adopt-a-Caseworker Program to provide support for Child Protective Services[image: External link].[3] She used her position to advocate Alzheimer's disease[image: External link] and breast cancer awareness[image: External link] as well.[3]

Her husband announced his campaign for President of the United States in mid-1999, something that she agreed to. She did say, however, that she had never dreamed that he would run for office.[34] The Bush campaign worked to assure voters that as First Lady, she would not seek to emulate then-First Lady Hillary Clinton[image: External link]. When asked who she would be like out of the past First Ladies, she insisted it would be herself.[37] In July, she delivered a keynote address to the delegates at the 2000 Republican National Convention, which put her on the national stage.[25][38] In December 2000, her husband resigned as Governor of Texas to prepare for his inauguration as President of the United States in January 2001.
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 First Lady of the United States




As First Lady, Bush was involved in issues of concern to children and women, both nationally and internationally.[39] Her major initiatives included education and women's health.[39]
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 Education and children




Early into the administration, Bush made it known that she would focus much of her attention on education. This included recruiting highly qualified teachers to ensure that young children would be taught well.[40] She also focused on early child development.[40] In 2001, to promote reading and education, she partnered with the Library of Congress[image: External link] to launch the annual National Book Festival[image: External link]. In January 2002, Bush testified before the Senate Committee on Education, asking for higher teachers' salaries and better training for Head Start[image: External link] programs. She is also credited with creating a national initiative called "Ready to Read, Ready to Learn", which promotes reading at a young age. To promote American patriotic heritage in schools, she helped launch the National Anthem Project[image: External link]. In 2006, Bush and media executives worked together to provide a $500,000 grant for school libraries along the Gulf Coast which had been devastated by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.[9]

Immediately following the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link], Bush spoke regarding America's children:


[W]e need to reassure our children that they are safe in their homes and schools. We need to reassure them that many people love them and care for them, and that while there are some bad people in the world, there are many more good people.[41]



The following day, she composed open letters to America's families, focusing on elementary and middle school students, which she distributed through state education officials.[42][43] She took an interest in mitigating the emotional effects of the attacks on children, particularly the disturbing images repeatedly replayed on television.[44] On the one-year anniversary, she encouraged parents to instead read to their children, and perhaps light a candle in memoriam, saying, "Don't let your children see the images, especially on September 11, when you know it'll probably be on television again and again – the plane hitting the building or the buildings falling."[44]

Later in her tenure, she was honored by the United Nations, as the body named her honorary ambassador for the United Nations' Decade of Literacy. In this position, she announced that she would host a Conference on Global Literacy.[45] The conference, held in September 2006, encouraged a constant effort to promote literacy and highlighted many successful literacy programs.[46] She coordinated this as a result of her many trips abroad where she witnessed how literacy benefited children in poorer nations.[46]

On July 28, 2008 she had visited Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site[image: External link] in Flat Rock, North Carolina[image: External link] where she met with superintendent Connie Backlund and the Friends of Carl Sandburg Home's President Linda Holt as well as various students from Boys and Girls Club[image: External link] of Henderson County, North Carolina[image: External link].[47]

On October 3, 2008 she visited Laura Ingalls Wilder Historic Home and Museum where she praised her works such as Farmer Boy[image: External link], These Happy Golden Years[image: External link] and The Little House on the Prairie[image: External link], the last of which she had felt an association with as a child. During the same Laura Ingalls Wilder's estate visit, she said that she read her books to her daughters and gave the writer Save America's Treasures[image: External link] grant.[48]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 September 11 attacks




On September 11, 2001, Bush hosted her father and mother-in-law George H. W. Bush and Barbara Bush and was intended to give a testimony to Congress on education.[49] Instead, during the September 11 attacks[image: External link], Bush was taken to inside the White House and placed in an underground bunker, later being met by her husband, who had returned to Washington from Florida.[50] Two weeks after the September 11 terrorist attacks, Bush inaugurated a music concert at the Kennedy Center[image: External link], organized to fundraise for families of the victims. Though she received applause, she returned the compliment to members of the audience and added that although the event was tragic, Americans had deepened their appreciation "of life itself, how fragile it can be, what a gift it is and how much we need each other." Senator Ted Kennedy, who introduced Bush at the event, praised her and said he knew his deceased sibling, the late President John F. Kennedy, would also be proud of her.[51] Bush believes the September 11 attacks ignited the interest in the way Afghanistan women were treated, who were not allowed to leave their homes and of which composed a high number of widows due to terrorist attacks in Afghanistan prior to the attacks.[52]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Women's health and rights




Another of her signature issues were those relating to the health and well being of women. She established the Women's Health and Wellness Initiative and became involved with two major campaigns.

Bush first became involved with The Heart Truth[image: External link] awareness campaign in 2003.[53] It is an organization established by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute[image: External link] to raise awareness about heart disease[image: External link] in women, and how to prevent the condition.[54] She serves in the honorary position of ambassador for the program[53] leading the federal government's effort to give women a "wake up call" about the risk of heart disease.[53] She commented on the disease: "Like many women, I assumed heart disease was a man's disease and cancer was what we would fear the most. Yet heart disease kills more women in our country than all forms of cancer combined. When it comes to heart disease, education, prevention, and even a little red dress can save lives."[53] She has undertaken a signature personal element of traveling around the country and talking to women at hospital and community events featuring the experiences of women who live, or had lived, with the condition.[53] This outreach was credited with saving the life of one woman who went to the hospital after experiencing symptoms of a heart attack.[53]

With her predecessor, former First Lady Nancy Reagan[image: External link], Bush dedicated the First Ladies Red Dress Collection at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link] in May 2005. It is an exhibit containing red suits worn by former First Ladies Lady Bird Johnson[image: External link], Betty Ford[image: External link], Rosalynn Carter[image: External link], Nancy Reagan, Barbara Bush, Hillary Clinton[image: External link], and Laura Bush meant to raise awareness by highlighting America's first ladies.[55] She has participated in fashion shows displaying red dresses worn on celebrities as well.[56]

Bush's mother, Jenna Welch, was diagnosed with breast cancer at the age of 78. She endured surgery and currently has no further signs of cancer. Laura Bush has become a breast cancer activist on her mother's behalf[57] through her involvement in the Susan G. Komen for the Cure[image: External link]. She applauded the foundation's efforts in eliminating cancer and said, "A few short years ago, a diagnosis of breast cancer left little hope of recovery. But thanks to the work of the Komen Foundation... more women and men are beating breast cancer and beating the odds."[57] She used her position to gain international support for the foundation through the Partnership for Breast Cancer Awareness and Research of the Americas, an initiative that unites experts from the United States, Brazil[image: External link], Costa Rica[image: External link] and Mexico.[58]

In November 2001, she became the first person other than a president to deliver the weekly presidential radio address. She used the opportunity to discuss the plight of women in Afghanistan[image: External link] leading up to the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link], saying, "The brutal oppression of women is a central goal of the terrorists."[59] Her husband was originally to give the address but he felt that she should do it; she later recalled, "At that moment, it was not that I found my voice. Instead, it was as if my voice found me."[60] Her words summarized one of the goals and moral rationales of the U.S. involvement in Afghanistan and it became one of the more famous speeches of his administration.[60] In May 2002, she made a speech to the people of Afghanistan through Radio Liberty[image: External link]. In March 2005, she made the first of three trips to that country as First Lady.[60]
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 Campaigning




Bush campaigned for Republicans around the country in 2002 for that year's midterm elections, attending and hosting fundraisers as well as giving speeches that were deemed as the Bush administration "working against women's rights issues and using women to do their dirty work" and partly a test for Bush on how well she could campaign for her husband in the impending two years when he sought re-election.[61] While campaigning for her husband's re-election in 2004, she cited the campaign as their last, though this would later be disputed when she campaigned for Republicans across the country in the 2006 midterm elections. She was credited with having raised $15 million for his campaign as well as the Republican Party while still succeeding in keeping a separate schedule that allowed for her to tend to the traditional duties she had as First Lady.[62]

Bush was a participant in the 2006 midterm elections,[63][64][65] beginning her campaigning in April. Though her poll numbers had decreased from an 80% approval rating, they still superseded that of President Bush, whose approval rating was only praised by a third of Americans.[62] Ed Henry of CNN noted Bush's popularity, writing, "The first lady is treated like a rock star on the campaign trail -- with local Republicans lining up for photographs and autographs -- as she criss-crosses the country to help candidates."[66] Bush relied on a strategy of praising the Republican candidate for their achievements and attending events alongside them.[67] In September 2008, Bush appeared and spoke at the 2008 Republican National Convention, where she introduced her husband.[68]
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 Popularity and style




Laura Bush's approval ratings have consistently ranked very high.[69] In January 2006, a USA Today/ CBS[image: External link]/Gallup poll recorded her approval rating at 82 percent and disapproval at 13 percent.[4][70][71] That places Bush as one of the most popular first ladies.[4] Former White House Press Secretary[image: External link] Ari Fleischer[image: External link] said, "She is more popular, and more welcome, in many parts of the country than the president... In races where the moderates are in the most trouble, Laura Bush is the one who can do the most good."[70]

Sady Doyle reasoned that Bush was hard to dislike due to her adopting "the least partisan causes" such as literacy and breast cancer, which would attract the support of most Americans and her coming off as a "mild, polite, ordinary woman who might go to church with your mother, or organize suburban potlucks." Doyle furthered that her statements were never enough to offend others and the harshest criticism that could be bestowed upon her was that she was boring.[72]

She disagreed with Fox News' Chris Wallace[image: External link] in 2006 when Wallace asked why the American people were beginning to lose confidence in President Bush, saying, "Well, I don't think they are. And I don't really believe those polls. I travel around the country, I see people, I see their response to my husband, I see their response to me. There are a lot of difficult challenges right now in the United States... All of those decisions that the President has to make surrounding each one of these very difficult challenges are hard. They're hard decisions to make. And of course some people are unhappy about what some of those decisions are. But I think people know that he is doing what he thinks is right for the United States, that he's doing what he – especially in the war on terror[image: External link], what he thinks he is obligated to do for the people in the United States, and that is to protect them... When his polls were really high they weren't on the front page."[73]

During the January 2005 second inauguration ceremonies for her husband, Laura Bush was looked highly upon by People[image: External link] magazine, The Washington Post, and others for her elegance and fashion sense.[74] At the inauguration she wore a winter white cashmere dress and matching coat designed by Oscar de la Renta[image: External link].[75] Following the inauguration were the inaugural galas, to which Bush wore a pale, aqua lace gown, sprinkled with crystals, with long sleeves in a silver blue mist.[75] The tulle gown was also designed for her by de la Renta. According to The Washington Post, "[I]t made her look radiant and glamorous."[75]
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 Foreign trips




During her husband's second term, Bush was more involved in foreign matters. She traveled to numerous countries as a representative of the United States.

As First Lady, she took five goodwill trips to Africa.[76] The purpose of these has mostly been to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS and malaria[image: External link], but Bush has also stressed the need for education and greater opportunities for women.[77] She has taken many other trips to other countries to promote and gain support for President Bush's Emergency Plan for AIDS relief;[78] these countries include Zambia[image: External link] (2007),[79] Mozambique[image: External link] (2007),[80] Mali[image: External link] (2007),[81] Senegal[image: External link] (2007),[82] and Haiti[image: External link] (2008).[78]

In mid-2007, she took a trip to Burma[image: External link] where she spoke out in support of the pro-democracy movement, and urged Burmese soldiers and militias to refrain from violence.[83] Later that October, she ventured to the Middle East. Bush said she was in the region in an attempt to improve America's image by highlighting concern for women's health, specifically promoting her breast cancer awareness work with the US-Middle East Partnership for Breast Cancer Awareness and Research[image: External link].[83][84] She defined the trip as successful, saying that stereotypes[image: External link] were broken on both sides.[83]

Overall, Bush traveled to 77 countries in the eight years of her husband's presidency, touring 67 of those during the second term.[85]
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 Views on policy




Bush is a Republican[image: External link] and has identified herself with the GOP since her marriage.[86]

When asked about abortion in 2000, Bush said she did not believe Roe v. Wade[image: External link] should be overturned. She did not comment on whether women had the right to an abortion.[87] She did say, however, that the country should do "what we can to limit the number of abortions, to try to reduce the number of abortions in a lot of ways, and that is, by talking about responsibility with girls and boys, by teaching abstinence[image: External link], having abstinence classes everywhere in schools and in churches and in Sunday school[image: External link]".[87]

Bush responded to a question during a 2006 interview concerning the Federal Marriage Amendment by calling for elected leaders not to politicize same-sex marriage, "I don't think it should be used as a campaign tool, obviously. It requires a lot of sensitivity to just talk about the issue... a lot of sensitivity."[88]

On July 12, 2005, while in South Africa, Bush suggested her husband replace retiring Supreme Court justice Sandra Day O'Connor with another woman. On October 2, during a private dinner at the White House with his wife, President Bush nominated Harriet Miers to replace O'Connor.[89] Later that month, after Miers had faced intense criticism, Laura Bush questioned whether the charges were sexist[image: External link] in nature.[90]
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 Legacy




In late October 2008, days before that year's Presidential election, Bush hosted a three-hour session with staffers and historians discussing how she would like to be remembered, leading to this meeting being termed the "legacy lunch."[91][92]

According to historian Myra Gutin, this was the first time in history that a First Lady had ever directly reached out to historians to talk about her accomplishments. Attendants of the meeting said that Bush wanted to change the perception that she was a traditional First Lady in that she always stayed by her husband's side. Bush's chief of staff Anita McBride called this characterization of Bush "unfair" and though conceding that she was traditional, McBride noted Bush broke from tradition in addressing issues that were not customary.[93]

In April 2009, three months after the Bushes left office, Martha Gore wrote an op-ed piece titled, "Laura Bush: A First Lady who made America proud," where she positively assessed Bush's role as First Lady and expressed Bush's successes were rooted in the dignity she brought to the office despite her reserved style as well as her making a good role model for young women and representing American womanhood at its finest. Gore concluded, "Now that Ms. Bush has returned to private life, she will continue to be remembered as a First Lady who did America proud."[citation needed[image: External link]] A 2014 poll which asked who was the most popular First Lady in the past 25 years found Bush ranked in fourth place, behind Hillary Clinton, mother-in-law Barbara and direct successor Michelle Obama.[94][95]
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 Subsequent activities




In February 2009, the month after she and her husband left office, Laura and George W. Bush moved into a new residence in Dallas.[96] In November 2009, the former First Lady, accompanied by her husband, made a visit to families of veterans in Fort Hood[image: External link]. The couple expressed their wishes that the trip not be publicized.[97] However, Fox News revealed the trip the following morning.[98] On October 26, 2009, Bush spoke at the 25th Annual Women's Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah[image: External link].[99]

In May 2010, Bush released her memoir, Spoken from the Heart[image: External link], in conjunction with a national tour.[100]

On May 11, 2010, during an interview on Larry King Live[image: External link], Bush was asked about same-sex marriage. She said she views it as a generational issue and said she believes it will be made legal in the future. Bush offered support for the issue by saying, "...when couples are committed to each other and love each other...they ought to have the same sort of rights that everyone has." Bush referred to her 2000 interview, reaffirming her support for Roe v. Wade, "I think it's important that [abortion] remain legal. Because I think it's important for people – that for medical reasons and, and other reasons."[101][102] On February 22, 2013, without her consent, she was included in a pro-gay[image: External link] advertisement from the Respect of Marriage Coalition. A statement from Bush's spokesperson states that Bush "did not approve of her inclusion in this advertisement nor is she associated with the group that made the ad in any way. When she became aware of the advertisement last night, we requested that the group remove her from it."[103]

On July 25, 2012 she spoke at the Luisa Hunnewell's estate where she praised Edith Wharton[image: External link]'s works, in particular Ethan Frome[image: External link] on her 150th anniversary.[104] She also said that prior to this speech she also visited houses of Mark Twain[image: External link][105] at his 166th anniversary on November 29, 2001 and was a guest of the show Mark Twain Tonight[image: External link].[106] Ten years prior to the Luisa Hunnewell's estate visit she also visited Louisa May Alcott[image: External link]'s Orchard House[image: External link] in Concord, Massachusetts[image: External link] at which she met with the National Trust for Historic Preservation[image: External link]'s President and listened to Concord-Carlisle High School[image: External link]'s chorus.[107]

Bush continued to remain involved and concerned over the state of women in Afghanistan, speaking out editorials and appearances during 2013 that the women and girls who had been helped could not be abandoned during and after the planned withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan[image: External link].[60]

In April 2013, Bush was in attendance at a news conference, where she said the recently built George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] was not a monument for her husband but instead a representation of the White House and the struggles of America during his tenure. She also mentioned not having trouble donating clothes to the library, admitting that she probably would have never worn them again in the first place.[108] That month it was announced that she would serve as a keynote speaker for the 2013 Global Business Travel Association Convention in August.[109] At the convention, she stressed the importance of child literacy, continuing her advocating of an issue that she had become associated with since her tenure as First Lady.[110] In early August 2013, she reported that her husband was in stable condition after having a stent implanted in his heart, calling it "terrific" that it was caught in time, and stressed the importance of regular check ups with doctors.[111] In September, she appeared at a fundraiser for the organization Solutions for Change.[112]

On April 26, 2014, she gave a speech at the Ericsson Center in Plano, Texas[image: External link], where she spoke on behalf of the company's mentoring program for girls.[113] Throughout the month, she made appearances at fundraisers for schools in Colorado[image: External link].[114] On May 9, 2014, she was scheduled to speak at the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center[image: External link] on the anniversary of the Boston Marathon bombings[image: External link]. She was to arrive there with her daughter Barbara Pierce Bush, her husband George W. Bush, and Soledad O'Brien[image: External link], a journalist.[115]

In 2015, Bush had several speaking arrangements on issues relating to her husband's presidency.[116][117][118] In April 2015, Bush reputed Rand Paul's[image: External link] isolationist stance on U.S. foreign aid, calling the view "not really realistic" and asserting the United States should save lives whenever it can.[119] Bush attended the centennial anniversary of Tioga Road In Yosemite National Park in July.[120] August, she shared the first public photos of her newborn granddaughter Poppy Louise.[121] Later that month, the former First Lady, accompanied by her husband, appeared in New Orleans[image: External link] in order to commemorate the tenth anniversary of Hurricane Katrina.[122][123] In October, she was a featured speaker for Wayland Baptist University[image: External link].[124][125]

Bush was keynote speaker at the Go Red for Women Summit in Austin in February 2016, an event designed to promote both financing and awareness for women fighting heart disease.[126] In March, Bush attended the funeral of Nancy Reagan[image: External link] in California.[127][128] and attended the memorial service for victims in the Dallas police officers shooting four months later in July.[129]

In January 2017, Bush attended the Inauguration of Donald Trump.[130] On February 4, 2017, Bush appeared at the annual Union Regional Foundation's Heart of a Woman brunch, saying women do not worry about their own health due to often taking care of someone else and that their improving in health would benefit those around them.[131] On March 8, Bush was keynote speaker at the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center's annual Humanitarian Awards Dinner, Bush relating that she had learned about the Holocaust through her father.[132] In April, Bush was the keynote speaker of the 25th annual Art of Hope Gala at the Dallas Museum of Art[image: External link].[133]
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 Pertaining to Obama administration




Over the course of the Obama presidency, she has developed an alliance with Michelle Obama, her immediate successor as First Lady. Despite their political differences,[134] Michelle Obama has called Laura Bush both her friend and a role model,[135][136] crediting Bush with setting "a high bar" for her during her tenure as First Lady.[137] Bush defended Obama during her husband's campaign for president in 2008, publicly coming to her defense when she received criticism for a remark she made about being proud of her country for the first time in her adulthood during the campaign.[138] Obama sent Bush a note thanking her[139] and after the election met with Bush at the White House in November 2008,[140] Bush giving Obama a tour of her and her family's soon-to-be home.[141][142]

In September 2009, Bush openly praised President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama. She reasoned that President Obama was performing well in the presidency despite having multiple initiatives taking place and complimented the First Lady's transformation of the White House into "a comfortable home for her family."[143]

The following year, in September 2010, Bush and Obama commemorated the ninth anniversary of the September 11 attacks by leading a ceremony from a mountaintop to national memorial park.[144][145] The two both acted as keynote speakers and met with the families of the 40 victims of United Airlines Flight 93[image: External link] plane crash.[146][147] In their remarks, the two sang each other praises, Obama thanking Bush for her handling of the aftermath of September 11 attacks while Bush called her a "first lady who serves this country with such grace."[148]

In July 2013, Bush and Obama appeared together in Africa[image: External link] at the First Ladies Summit[image: External link].[149][150] Their husbands were also present, leading White House staffer Ben Rhodes[image: External link] to refer to the joint appearance as proof of the support for Africa in the United States regardless of political party.[151] In their remarks, both Bush and Obama stressed the importance of being role models.[152]

Nine months later, on April 18, 2014, Bush spoke to The Inquisitr[image: External link] regarding income inequality where she said next regarding Michelle Obama's income: "I want to make sure that when she's working she's getting paid the same as men. I gotta say that First Ladies right now don't [get paid], even though that's a tough job!"[153] In August 2014, Bush and Obama appeared together at the Kennedy Center[image: External link].[154][155] Shortly afterward, Bush told The Washington Post that she believed Obama was ready to leave the White House.[156]

In March 2015, Bush and Obama were named as co-chairs of the Find Your Park campaign, an attempt to increase national park support and introduce millennials to the park service before its centennial the following year.[157][158] The pair made a joint appearance at the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum in September 2015, Bush appearing physically while Obama was present through a video call. Obama spoke of her admiration for Bush, who in turn mentioned their collaborations as "a great example for the world to see that women in different political parties, in the United States, agree on so many issues."[159][160]
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 Involvement with GOP




In the later months of 2012, Bush campaigned for Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney, hosting a fundraiser in September with Ann Romney[image: External link] and appearing in Livonia, Michigan[image: External link] the following month for a Romney campaign event. Michigan spokeswoman for the Romney campaign Kelsey Knight said having Mrs. Bush there would "just fuel the fire and the momentum we are seeing".[161] She also campaigned for vice presidential nominee Paul Ryan, telling a crowd in Detroit[image: External link] that he and Romney had "better answers" on the economy and foreign policy.[162]

After the 2012 election, where Romney lost to President Obama, Bush was asked in March 2013 during an interview whether the GOP's positions on social issues such as same-sex marriage and abortion led to more than half of female voters voting for the President.[163] Bush responded that some of the candidates had "frightened some candidates", but at the same time expressed her liking of the Republican Party having room for difference of opinion and that within the party, "we have room for all".[164][165]

Throughout 2015, Bush was active in the presidential campaign of brother-in-law Jeb Bush, hosting fundraisers and endorsing him.[166] This was the most politically involved she had been since leaving the White House seven years prior, supporting her brother-in-law alongside the rest of her family because, in her words, he was "our candidate."[167] In March she affirmed her support for her brother-in-law, calling herself and her husband "huge Jeb supporters."[168] It was reported that she would be assisting the campaign's fundraising in Florida in October, Bloomberg News[image: External link] commenting that Jeb Bush was "calling in help from perhaps the most popular member of his family."[169] According to Clay Johnson, a friend of the Bush family, she was reportedly surprised by Donald Trump's becoming frontrunner over the course of the election cycle.[170] In February 2016, amid her brother-in-law's campaign trailing Trump in South Carolina polls, Bush traveled there with her husband.[171][172] Jeb Bush dropped out of the race after the South Carolina primary.[173][174] The following month, Bush declined answering if she would vote for Trump, who was the frontrunner in the Republican primary, should he become the nominee[175][176] and said the U.S. was going through a xenophobic[image: External link] period at the time of the election cycle.[177] Ultimately, Bush and her husband refused to vote for president in 2016.[178]
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 Libraries




Bush created the Laura Bush Foundation for America's Libraries "to support the education of our nation's children by providing funds to update, extend, and diversify the book and print collections of America's school libraries".[179] Every year, the Laura Bush Foundation's grants awards more than $1,000,000 to US schools. The Laura Bush 21st Century Library Program grant, offered by the Institute of Museum and Library Services[image: External link], provides funding for "the recruitment and education of library students and continuing education for those already in the profession, as well as the development of new programs and curricula".[180] In May 2015, Bush bestowed a $7,000 grant to six schools within Austin, Texas.[181]
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 Laura W. Bush Institute for Women's Health




In August 2007, the Laura W. Bush Institute for Women's Health[image: External link] (LWBIWH) was founded at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center[image: External link]. This institute aims to integrate research, education and community outreach in a multidisciplinary approach to women's health and has begun efforts to establish a multi-campus women's health institute in Amarillo, El Paso, Lubbock and the Permian Basin.[182]

A subsidiary of the center, the Jenna Welch Women's Center, opened in Midland, Texas, on August 10, 2010, to deliver expert medical care to women and their families. Operating in partnership with the Laura Bush Institute, the Jenna Welch Center, named for Bush's mother, strives for excellence in research, education and community outreach.[183]
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 Writings and recordings




Bush wrote her first book with her daughter Jenna called Read All About It!. It was published on April 23, 2008.[184][185] Bush's memoir, Spoken from the Heart[image: External link], was published in 2010. The book received mixed review from critics but get positive response from readers. The book earned Goodreads[image: External link] Choice Award Nominee for Memoir and Autobiography (2010).[186] Her non-fictional book about oppressed women of Afghanistan[image: External link] named We Are Afghan Women: Voices of Hope[image: External link], published in 8 March 2016.[187] Again she wrote another children's book with her daughter Jenna, Our Great Big Backyard . The book published in 10 May 2016.[188]
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 Awards and honors




During and after her tenure as the First Lady, Laura Bush received a number of awards and honors. In October 2002, the Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity[image: External link] honored her in recognition of her efforts on behalf of education.[189] Also in 2002, she was named Barbara Walters[image: External link]' Most Fascinating Person[image: External link] of the year.[190]

The American Library Association[image: External link] honored her for her years of support to America's libraries and librarians in April 2005.[191] The Progressive Librarians Guild[image: External link] opposed her being honored, because of her support of the USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link], her cancellation of a poetry forum due to concern that some of the poets would express opposition to the war in Iraq[image: External link], and the Guild's opposition to policies and spending priorities of her husband's administration.[192]

In October 18, 2003, she was conferred by the former President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo[image: External link] the Order of Gabriela Silang[image: External link], a single-class order which makes her the first U.S. First Lady recipient during the state visit of President George Bush to the Philippines.[193]

She received an award in honor of her dedication to help improve the living conditions and education of children around the world, from the Kuwait[image: External link]-American Foundation in March 2006.[194] She accepted The Nichols-Chancellor's Medal[image: External link] on behalf of disaster relief[image: External link] workers around the world in May 2006 from Vanderbilt University[image: External link].

Four learning facilities have been named for her: the Laura Welch Bush Elementary School in Houston, Texas[image: External link],[195] the Laura W. Bush Elementary School in the Leander ISD[image: External link] just outside Austin, Texas[image: External link],[196] and the Laura Bush Education Center at Camp Bondsteel[image: External link], a U.S. military base in Kosovo[image: External link] and the Laura Bush Middle School in Lubbock, Texas[image: External link].[197] She was awarded the 2008 Christian Freedom International[image: External link] Freedom Award.[198] Bush is on the Board of Selectors of Jefferson Awards for Public Service[image: External link].[199]

In 2012, Bush—along with Hector Ruiz[image: External link], Charles Matthews, Melinda Perrin, Julius Glickman and Admiral William H. McRaven[image: External link], the Navy Seal[image: External link] who oversaw the raid that killed Osama bin Laden[image: External link]—was named a Distinguished Alumnus of the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].[200][201]

In October 2015, Bush was conferred an honorary Doctor of Letters degree from Wayland Baptist University[image: External link] in recognition of her longtime advocacy on behalf of education, health care and human rights following an address she gave on the university's campus.[202][203] November, she received the 2015 Prevent Blindness Person of Vision Award.[204]

In November, 2016 Bush received 10 for 10 award from Women's Democracy Network in recognition of her years of work on behalf of Afghan women's rights[image: External link].[205]

In May 2017 Bush received an honor at the Women Making History Awards in Washington, DC[image: External link].[206]
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 In popular culture




Laura Bush is portrayed by Elizabeth Banks[image: External link] in Oliver Stone[image: External link]'s film W.[207] Curtis Sittenfeld[image: External link]'s bestseller novel American Wife is based on much of her life.[208] In 2005 her biography The Perfect Wife: The Life and Choices of Laura Bush by Ann Gerhart was published.In 2006.[209] Her another biography was published called Laura Bush: An Intimate Portrait of the First Lady by Ronald Kessler[image: External link].
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 See also





	Bush family
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Bush Family






"The Bushes" redirects here. For other uses, see Bush (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Bushian" redirects here. For uses related to other people, see Bush (surname).

The Bush family is an American family that is prominent in the fields of politics, sports, entertainment, and business.

Best known for its involvement in politics, the family has held various national and state offices spanning across four generations, including a U.S. Senator, Prescott Bush, a State Governor, Jeb Bush, and two U.S. Presidents – one having also served as Vice President, George H. W. Bush, while the other was also a State Governor, George W. Bush. Other family members include a National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) executive, Joe Ellis, and two nationally known TV personalities, Billy Bush and Jenna Bush Hager.

Peter Schweizer[image: External link], author of a biography of the family, has described the Bushes as "the most successful political dynasty[image: External link] in American history".[1] According to some online sources,[2] the Bush family is of primarily English[image: External link] and German[image: External link] descent. The Bush family is also one of the oldest American families of European origin, with Samuel Bush being their first American-born ancestor, in 1647.
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 Relations





	
Capt. Timothy Bush Sr. (1728-1815) father of Timothy Bush Jr.


	
James Smith Bush (1825–1889), father of Samuel P. Bush

	
Samuel Prescott Bush (1863–1948), father of Prescott Bush and son of James Smith Bush


	Flora Sheldon (1872–1920), wife of Samuel P. Bush (married June 20, 1894) and mother to Prescott Bush

	
Prescott Sheldon Bush (1895–1972), Samuel P. Bush's son, served as a US Senator from Connecticut; former chairman of the USGA[image: External link].

	Dorothy Wear Walker Bush (1901–1992), wife of Prescott, was a daughter of George Herbert Walker[image: External link] of the well-connected Walker family[image: External link] of bankers and businessmen

	Prescott Sheldon "Pressy" Bush Jr. (1922–2010), Prescott Bush's eldest son, who served as chairman of the United States-China Chamber of Commerce

	
George Herbert Walker Bush (born 1924), Prescott Bush Sr.'s second son; President of the United States, Vice President of the United States under Ronald Reagan, a Congressman from Houston, and Central Intelligence Agency director, among other political and diplomatic posts

	
Barbara Pierce Bush (born 1925), wife of George H. W.; daughter of publisher Marvin Pierce[image: External link], cousin of 14th US President Franklin Pierce, Second Lady[image: External link] and later First Lady[image: External link] of the US

	
George Walker Bush (born 1946), George H. W. Bush's eldest son, 43rd President of the United States and (earlier) 46th Governor of Texas


	
Laura Lane Welch Bush (born 1946), wife of George W. and First Lady[image: External link]; earlier a teacher

	
Barbara Pierce Bush (born 1981), twin sister of Jenna, and daughter of George and Laura Bush

	
Jenna Welch Bush Hager (born 1981), daughter of George and Laura and twin sister of Barbara, NBC News correspondent; married to Henry Chase Hager, son of former Lieutenant Governor of Virginia[image: External link] John H. Hager[image: External link]

	Margaret Laura "Mila" Hager (born April 13, 2013), daughter of Jenna Bush Hager

	Poppy Louise Hager (born August 13, 2015), daughter of Jenna Bush Hager









	Pauline Robinson "Robin" Bush (1949–1953), George H. W. Bush's second child and first daughter; died of leukemia near school-age[image: External link]


	
John Ellis "Jeb" Bush (born 1953), George H. W. Bush's second son,[3] was the 43rd Governor of Florida[image: External link]; married to Columba Garnica Gallo

	
George Prescott Bush (born 1976), son of Jeb Bush, elected commissioner of the Texas General Land Office[image: External link] in 2014; married to Amanda Williams

	Prescott Walker Bush (born June 3, 2013), son of George P. Bush

	John William Bush (born April 13, 2015), son of George P. Bush





	Noelle Lucila Bush (born 1977), daughter of Jeb Bush

	John Ellis "Jebby" Bush Jr. (born 1983), son of Jeb Bush; married to Sandra Mary Algudady

	Georgia Helena Walker Bush (born 2011), daughter of Jebby Bush

	Vivian Alexandra Columba Bush (born 2014), daughter of Jebby Bush









	
Neil Mallon Bush (born 1955), third son of George H. W. Bush and brother of Pres. George W. Bush; businessman; married Sharon Smith, & divorced in April 2003; married to Maria Bush as of 2004

	
Lauren Pierce Bush Lauren (born 1984), daughter of Neil Bush and Sharon Smith[image: External link]; model for Tommy Hilfiger[image: External link]; married to David Lauren

	James Richard Lauren (born November 21, 2015), son of Lauren Bush Lauren





	Pierce Mallon Bush (born 1986), son of Neil Bush and Sharon Smith[image: External link]


	Ashley Walker Bush (born 1989), daughter of Neil Bush and Sharon Smith[image: External link]






	
Marvin Pierce Bush (born 1956), fourth son of George H. W. Bush, and brother of George W. Bush; venture capitalist[image: External link]; married to Margaret Conway (née Molster); adopted children: daughter Marshall, and son Walker

	
Dorothy Walker Bush Koch (born 1959), second daughter of George H. W. Bush and sister of President George W. Bush; married to, and in 1990 divorced from, William LeBlond; married[ when?[image: External link]] to Bobby Koch, wine lobbyist

	Samuel Bush LeBlond (born 1984), son of Dorothy Bush Koch and William LeBlond

	Nancy Ellis "Ellie" LeBlond (born 1986), daughter of Dorothy Bush Koch and William LeBlond; married to Nick Sosa

	Robert David Koch (born 1993), son of Dorothy Bush Koch and Bobby Koch

	Georgia Grace "Gigi" Koch (born 1996), daughter of Dorothy Bush Koch and Bobby Koch









	
Nancy Walker Bush Ellis (born 1926), Prescott Bush Sr.'s third child and only daughter

	
Alexander Ellis III (born 1949), son of Nancy Bush Ellis

	
John Prescott Ellis (born 1953), son of Nancy Bush Ellis; media consultant

	
Josiah "Joe" Ellis (born 1958), son of Nancy Bush Ellis; President, Chairman and CEO of the Denver Broncos[image: External link], two-time Super Bowl[image: External link] champion as a member of the Broncos' front office





	
Jonathan James Bush (born 1931), Prescott Bush Sr.'s fourth child; banker

	
Jonathan S. Bush (born 1969), son of Jonathan Bush, CEO of athenahealth[image: External link]


	
William Hall "Billy" Bush (born 1971), son of Jonathan Bush; a former Access Hollywood[image: External link] host; forced out of NBC-news[image: External link] job October 2016 in allegations about Donald Trump[image: External link]






	
William Henry Trotter "Bucky" Bush (born 1938), Prescott Bush Sr.'s fifth child; banker and executive
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 Ancestors
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 Patrilineal line





	John Bush Sr (1510-1590)

	John Bush Jr (1535-1595)

	Reynold Bush (1566-unknown)

	John Bush III (1593–1670), born in Messing[image: External link], Essex, England and the last English ancestor

	Samuel Bush (1647–1733)

	Richard Bush (c. 1676–1732 in Bristol[image: External link], Plymouth Colony[image: External link])

	Timothy Bush (1728–1821 in Springport, New York[image: External link]) may have been the son of Richard Bush.[citation needed[image: External link]]

	Timothy Bush Jr. (1761–1850 in Penfield, New York[image: External link]) was the son of Timothy Bush.

	
Obadiah Newcomb Bush (January 28, 1797 – 1851) was the son of blacksmith Timothy Bush Jr. and was an American prospector and businessman.

	
James Smith Bush (1825–1889), an attorney and Episcopal[image: External link] priest in New Jersey[image: External link], California, and New York[image: External link], was the son of Obadiah Bush and the father of Samuel Prescott Bush[image: External link],
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 Other notable relatives





	
George Bush[image: External link] (1796–1859) was a biblical scholar and Swedenborgian[image: External link] minister who wrote the book Life of Mohammed[image: External link], and a first cousin of Obadiah Newcomb Bush.[2]


	
Col. Robert Bolling Sr.[image: External link] (1646–1709) of Kippax Plantation[image: External link] was an Early American settler in the colony of Virginia[image: External link] whose son, Robert Bolling Jr., was a Bush family ancestor. Bolling Sr. later had children with Jane Rolfe[image: External link], the granddaughter of Pocahontas[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Edith Wilson[image: External link] (1872–1961), second wife of U.S. President Woodrow Wilson was also descended from Col. Robert Bolling, Sr. so therefore was distantly related to the Bush family.

	
Wild Bill Hickok[image: External link] (1837–1876) was a second cousin three times removed of Prescott Bush.[2]


	
John Howland[image: External link] (1592/3–1672/3) and Elizabeth Tilley[image: External link] (1607-1687), Mayflower passengers, through their daughter Hope.[4]


	
Gov. Thomas Hinckley[image: External link] (1618–1706) was a Plymouth Colony governor, and a seventh generation great-grandfather of Prescott Sheldon Bush 1895-1972, so therefore a direct ancestor of all of his descendents including his son George H. W. Bush and grandson George W. Bush.[2]


	
Mary Parker[image: External link] (1637–92) was executed by hanging in 1692 for witchcraft in the Salem Witch Trials[image: External link].[5][6]


	Through John May and his wife Prudence Bridge (great-great-grandparents of Obadiah Newcomb Bush), the family is related to U.S. Attorney General Charles Bonaparte[image: External link] (1851–1921), U.S. Vice President Charles Gates Dawes (1865–1951), actress Blanche Oelrichs[image: External link] (who was also known by the pseudonym "Michael Strange") (1890–1950), and author Louisa May Alcott[image: External link] (1832–1888).[2]


	
Douglas MacArthur[image: External link] (1880–1964), American five star[image: External link] general and Field Marshal[image: External link] of the Philippine Army who was the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers[image: External link] in the Pacific theater[image: External link] during World War II was distantly related to the Bush family.[7]
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 Connections to other prominent families




George Herbert "Bert" Walker[image: External link] (1875–1953) was a wealthy American banker and businessman. His daughter Dorothy married Prescott Bush, making him the grandfather of the 41st President George H. W. Bush and the great-grandfather of the 43rd President and George W. Bush. He is also the namesake of the Walker Cup[image: External link], a men's amateur golf trophy contested in odd-numbered years between a U.S. team and a combined Great Britain[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link] side.

Flora Sheldon, wife of Samuel P. Bush, was a distant descendant of the Livingston[image: External link], Schuyler[image: External link], and Beekman[image: External link] families, prominent New Netherland[image: External link] merchant and political patrician families.
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 Family tree






	Timothy Bush Jr., m. Lydia Newcomb

	
Obadiah Newcomb Bush (1797–1851), m. Harriet Smith

	
James Smith Bush, m. Harriet Fay

	
Samuel Prescott Bush, m. Flora Sheldon

	
Prescott Sheldon Bush, m. Dorothy Wear Walker

	Prescott Sheldon Bush Jr.

	
George H. W. Bush, m. Barbara Pierce

	
George W. Bush, m. Laura Lane Welch

	Barbara Pierce Bush

	
Jenna Welch Bush, m. Henry Chase Hager

	Margaret Laura "Mila" Hager

	Poppy Louise Hager









	Pauline Robinson "Robin" Bush

	
John Ellis "Jeb" Bush, m. Columba Garnica Gallo

	
George Prescott Bush, m. Amanda Williams

	John Ellis "Jebby" Bush Jr.

	Noelle Lucila Bush





	
Neil Mallon Bush, (m./div. 1st) Sharon Smith[image: External link] ; (m. 2nd) Maria Andrews

	
Lauren Bush[image: External link], m. David Lauren






	
Marvin Pierce Bush, m. Margaret Molster

	Marshall Bush

	Walker Bush





	
Dorothy Walker Bush, (m./div. 1st) William LeBlond ; (m. 2nd) Robert P. Koch[image: External link]

	Sam LeBlond

	Ellie LeBlond, m. Nick Sosa

	Robert Koch

	Gigi Koch









	
Nancy Walker Bush, m. Alexander B. Ellis II

	Joe Ellis





	
Jonathan James Bush, m. Josephine Bradley

	
Billy Bush, m. Sydney Davis

	Josie Bush

	Mary Bush

	Bradley Bush

	Lillie Bush





	Jonathan S. Bush





	William Henry Trotter Bush





	Robert Sheldon Bush

	Mary Eleanor Bush

	Margaret Livingston Bush

	James Smith Bush





















Sources:[8][9][10][11][12][13][14][15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards and honors





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports





	Two-time Super Bowl[image: External link] champion - Joe Ellis (as an executive with the Denver Broncos[image: External link])

	2007 National Football Foundation Gold Medal[image: External link] - George H. W. Bush

	
World Golf Hall of Fame[image: External link] - George H. W. Bush (class of 2011)
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 Politics/public service





	Three-time Time Person of the Year

	George H. W. Bush (1990)

	George W. Bush (2000, 2004)





	Two-time Silver Buffalo Award[image: External link] winners

	George H. W. Bush (1990)

	George W. Bush (2002)





	Five statues

	George H.W. Bush - two (Houston, TX[image: External link], Rapid City, SD[image: External link])

	George W. Bush - two (Rapid City, SD, Hamilton, OH[image: External link])

	George H.W./George W. Bush (shared) - one (Dallas, TX[image: External link])





	1989: Jersey Street in College Station, TX[image: External link] renamed George Bush Drive in honor of George H.W. Bush

	1997: George Bush International Airport[image: External link] named in honor of George H. W. Bush

	2007: Ronald Reagan Freedom Award[image: External link] - George H. W. Bush

	2010: Presidential Medal of Freedom - George H. W. Bush

	2013: Portion of U.S. Highway 75[image: External link] in Dallas, TX renamed George W. Bush Expressway
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 Military





	
Presidential Unit Citation[image: External link] - George H. W. Bush

	
Distinguished Flying Cross[image: External link] - George H. W. Bush

	Three-time Air Medal[image: External link] recipient - George H. W. Bush

	
Honorary GCB[image: External link] - George H. W. Bush

	
USS George H.W. Bush[image: External link] commissioned in 2009 - George H.W. Bush

	
National Defense Service Medal[image: External link] - George W. Bush, George P. Bush

	
Joint Service Commendation Medal[image: External link] - George P. Bush
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 Political offices held
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 President





	George H. W. Bush (41st) - 1989–1993

	George W. Bush (43rd) - 2001–2009
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 Vice President





	George H. W. Bush - 1981–1989
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 U.S. Congress





	Prescott Bush (Senator - Connecticut) - 1952–1963

	George H. W. Bush (Representative - Texas) - 1967–1971
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 Governor





	George W. Bush (Texas) - 1995–2000

	Jeb Bush (Florida) - 1999–2007
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 Other





	
George H. W. Bush

	UN Ambassador (1971–1973)

	RNC Chairman (1973–1974)

	Ambassador to China (1974–1975)

	CIA Director (1976–1977)





	
Jeb Bush

	Florida Secretary of Commerce (1987–1989)





	
George P. Bush

	Texas Land Commissioner (2015–present)
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Barbara Bush (born 1981)






This article is about the daughter of George W. Bush. For her namesake grandmother, mother of George W. Bush and wife of George H. W. Bush, see Barbara Bush.

Barbara Pierce Bush (born November 25, 1981) is the elder of the fraternal twin daughters (the other is Jenna Bush Hager) of the 43rd U.S. President[image: External link] George W. Bush and former First Lady[image: External link] Laura Bush. She is also a granddaughter of the 41st U.S. President George H. W. Bush, and his wife, Barbara Bush, after whom she was named.
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 Early life




Barbara Pierce Bush was born at Baylor University Medical Center[image: External link] in Dallas, Texas.[1] When the family lived in the Preston Hollow[image: External link] section of Dallas, she and her twin sister, Jenna, attended Preston Hollow Elementary School[image: External link]; Laura Bush served on Preston Hollow's Parent Teachers Association at that time.[2] Later, Barbara and Jenna attended The Hockaday School[image: External link] in Dallas. When her father became Governor of Texas in 1994, Barbara attended St. Andrew's Episcopal School[image: External link] in Austin, Texas[image: External link]. She began attending Austin High School[image: External link] in 1996, graduating with the class of 2000.[3]

Bush attended Yale University, where she was a member of Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link]. She lives in the Greenwich Village[image: External link] neighborhood of New York City[image: External link].[4]
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 Career




She worked for the Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum[image: External link], a subsidiary of the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link].[5][6] Previously, she had been working with AIDS patients in Africa[image: External link]: Tanzania[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], and Botswana[image: External link], among other places, through a program sponsored by the Houston[image: External link]-based Baylor College of Medicine[image: External link]'s International Pediatrics AIDS Initiative.[7][8][9][10]
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 Global Health Corps




She is the co-founder and president of a public health-focused nonprofit, Global Health Corps[image: External link].[11] Global Health Corps provides opportunities for young professionals from diverse backgrounds to work on the front lines of the fight for global health equity[image: External link].[12] In 2009, Global Health Corps won a Draper Richards Foundation Fellowship.[13] Bush was also chosen as one of the 14 speakers selected from an applicant pool of 1,500 to speak at the TEDx Brooklyn[image: External link] event in December 2010, where she spoke about Global Health Corps.[14]
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 Political activity




In 2011, Bush released a video with the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link], the nation's largest lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) civil rights organization, calling on New York State[image: External link] to legalize same-sex marriage.[15][16] "'I am Barbara Bush, and I am a New Yorker for marriage equality,' she says in the brief message, sponsored by an advocacy group. 'New York is about fairness and equality. And everyone should have the right to marry the person that they love.'"[16] Bush joined other children of prominent Republican[image: External link] politicians—including Meghan McCain[image: External link] and Mary Cheney[image: External link]—in endorsing gay marriage.[16]

Bush's graduation from Yale in May 2004 was given heavy media coverage. She and Jenna made several media appearances that summer prior to the 2004 U.S. Presidential election[image: External link], including giving a speech to the Republican Convention on August 31.[17] The two took turns traveling to swing states[image: External link] with their father and also gave a seven-page interview and photo shoot in Vogue[image: External link].[18][19] Bush joined her mother on diplomatic trips to Liberia[image: External link] in January 2006 to attend the inauguration of President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf[image: External link][20] and to Vatican City[image: External link] to meet with Pope Benedict XVI[image: External link] in February 2006.

Unlike most of her relatives, Bush is not a member of the Republican Party[image: External link]. In 2010, Jenna Bush Hager and Barbara Bush told People that they preferred not to identify with any political party, stating, "We're both very independent thinkers."[21][22][23]
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Jenna Bush Hager






"Henry Hager" redirects here. For the Pennsylvania state senator, see Henry G. Hager[image: External link].

Jenna Bush Hager (born November 25, 1981)[1] is an American teacher, author, and journalist. She is the younger of the fraternal twin[image: External link] daughters of the 43rd U.S. President George W. Bush and former First Lady[image: External link] Laura Bush, and a granddaughter of the 41st U.S. President George H. W. Bush and former First Lady[image: External link] Barbara Bush. She and her sister Barbara were the first twin children of a U.S. president. Hager is an author, an editor-at-large for Southern Living[image: External link] magazine, and correspondent[image: External link] for NBC News.[2]
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 Early life




Hager was born at Baylor University Medical Center[image: External link] in Dallas, Texas,[1] and named after her maternal grandmother, Jenna Hawkins Welch.[3] While living in Dallas, she and her sister attended Preston Hollow Elementary School[image: External link] and then The Hockaday School[image: External link]. In 1994, after her father was elected Governor of Texas and the family moved to Austin, Texas[image: External link], Bush was a student at St. Andrew's Episcopal School[image: External link], and attended Austin High School[image: External link] from 1996 until her graduation in 2000.[4]

With her father becoming President[image: External link] in 2001, She attended the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link] and took summer classes at New York University[image: External link]. She was a legacy member of Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link], her mother's sorority. While there, Jenna and her sister Barbara made national headlines when they were both arrested for alcohol-related charges twice within 5 weeks: on April 29, 2001, Jenna was charged with a misdemeanor[image: External link] for possession of alcohol under the age 21 in Austin. On May 29, 2001, Jenna was charged with another misdemeanor—attempting to use a fake ID[image: External link] (with the name Barbara Pierce, her paternal grandmother's maiden name) to purchase alcohol. She pleaded no contest[image: External link] to both charges.[5][6][7][8] Jenna Bush graduated from UT Austin[image: External link] with a degree in English[image: External link] in 2004.
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 2004 U.S. presidential election




She had asked her father not to run for president in 2000[image: External link]: "Oh, I just wish you wouldn't run. It's going to change our life." Her father told her that he and her mother needed to live their lives.[9] In the winter of 2003, however, she decided to become involved in the 2004 campaign[image: External link].[9] In response to this decision, she made media appearances during the summer of 2004 prior to the election. She and her sister made several joint public appearances, including giving a speech to the Republican Convention on August 31, 2004.[10] She made headlines when she was found sticking her tongue out to media photographers at a campaign stop in St. Louis[image: External link].[11] Jenna and Barbara took turns traveling to swing states[image: External link] with their father and also gave a seven-page interview and photo shoot in Vogue[image: External link].[3]
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 Career
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 Teaching




Before leaving Washington, D.C.[image: External link] in Summer 2006, Hager worked at Elsie Whitlow Stokes Community Freedom Public Charter School[image: External link] for a year and a half as a teacher's aide.[12] She took a leave of absence from the Charter School teaching position to work at a shelter as part of an internship for UNICEF's Educational Policy Department in Latin America, specifically in Panama[image: External link].[13][14] After her internship for UNICEF, Hager returned to her position at the charter school in Washington, D.C.[15] She currently works as a part-time reading coordinator[image: External link] at the SEED Public Charter School in Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], and contributes a monthly news story about education for the Today[image: External link] show.[16]
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 Writing




In 2007, Hager began marketing a book proposal with the assistance of Robert B. Barnett, a Washington attorney.[17] The title of the book is Ana's Story: A Journey of Hope[image: External link] and it chronicles her experiences working with UNICEF sponsored charities in Latin America, including visits to drought stricken Paraguay[image: External link] in 2006, while working as an intern for United Nations Children's Fund[image: External link].[13][18][19][20] HarperCollins[image: External link] announced in March 2007 it would publish the book and it was released September 28, 2007, with an initial printing of 500,000 copies.[21] Her share of the profits will go to UNICEF; the remainder will go to the woman whose life is the basis of the book, assisting in the young woman's continuing education.[22] During the book tour, Hager appeared on The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link]; during the interview Hager telephoned her parents.[23][24] Hager wrote a second book, in conjunction with her mother, which is designed to encourage children to read.[25] The book, entitled Read All About It!, was published on April 22, 2008, also by HarperCollins.[25]



On November 26, 2012, Hager was named editor-at-large of Southern Living[image: External link] magazine.[26]
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 NBC News correspondent and other




In August 2009, NBC hired Hager as a news correspondent for the morning television show Today[image: External link]. Her role is to contribute stories about once a month on issues such as education.[2] On April 19, 2010, Hager interviewed former President Bill Clinton and discussed Haiti[image: External link] and his daughter Chelsea[image: External link]'s upcoming marriage.[27]

She also helps out with NBC News's Education Nation segments on all platforms of NBC and fills in as co-anchor and "Orange Room anchor" on Today. She is also a contributor and a substitute anchor on NBC Nightly News[image: External link].
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 Personal life




After meeting during her father's 2004 presidential campaign, Bush and Henry Chase Hager (born May 9, 1978) became engaged in August 2007. Before proposing, Hager asked President Bush for permission to marry his daughter.[28] Their relationship became public when the two appeared together at a White House dinner for The Prince of Wales[image: External link] and The Duchess of Cornwall[image: External link] in November 2005. Henry Hager attended St. Christopher's School[image: External link] in Richmond, Virginia[image: External link], and holds an MBA from the Darden Graduate School of Business Administration[image: External link] at the University of Virginia[image: External link]. He worked as a U.S. Department of Commerce[image: External link] aide for Carlos Gutierrez and as a White House aide for Karl Rove.[29] He is the son of former Virginia Republican Party Chairman John H. Hager[image: External link], who previously served as Lieutenant Governor of Virginia[image: External link] and as the U.S. Department of Education[image: External link] Assistant Secretary under George W. Bush.[30] The wedding took place during a private ceremony on May 10, 2008, at her parents' Prairie Chapel Ranch near Crawford, Texas.

On December 12, 2012, Henry and Jenna Hager announced on the Today Show[image: External link] that they were expecting their first child.[31][32][33] Their first daughter, Margaret Laura "Mila" Hager, was born in April 2013, in New York City[image: External link].[34] Their second daughter was born in August 2015.[35] She is named Poppy Louise Hager, "Poppy" being President George H. W. Bush's childhood nickname and Louise being the middle name of Jenna's maternal grandmother, Jenna Hawkins Welch.[36]

Hager also serves on the board of the Greenwich International Film Festival[image: External link].[37][38]

Unlike most of her relatives, Hager is not a member of the Republican Party[image: External link]. While registering to vote in New York, she mistakenly registered with the Independence Party of New York[image: External link] while meaning to declare herself a nonpartisan[image: External link].[39] In 2010, Jenna Bush Hager and Barbara Bush told People that they preferred not to identify with any political party, stating, "We're both very independent thinkers."[40][41][42]
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Barbara Bush






For other people named Barbara Bush, see Barbara Bush (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Barbara Bush (née Pierce; born June 8, 1925) is the wife of George H. W. Bush, the 41st President of the United States[image: External link], and served as First Lady of the United States[image: External link] from 1989 to 1993. She is the mother of George W. Bush, the 43rd President, and Jeb Bush, the 43rd Governor of Florida[image: External link]. She served as the Second Lady of the United States[image: External link] from 1981 to 1989.

Barbara Pierce was born in Flushing, New York[image: External link]. She attended Milton Public School from 1931 to 1937, and Rye Country Day School from 1937–1940. She graduated from Ashley Hall[image: External link] School in Charleston, South Carolina. She met George Herbert Walker Bush at age 16, and the two married in Rye, New York[image: External link] in 1945, while he was on leave during his deployment as a Naval officer in World War II. While George was attending Yale University at age 22, Barbara and George were living in New Haven, Connecticut and had their first son, George Walker Bush, on July 6, 1946. (Thus, her first son, the eventual 43rd President of the United States, was the first Connecticut native to assume that office. George W. would eventually return to his hometown of New Haven in 1964 to attend Yale like his father did.) They had six children together. The Bush family soon moved to Midland, Texas, where their second son, Jeb was born in, on February 11, 1953; as George Bush entered political life, she raised their children.

While First Lady of the United States, Barbara Bush worked to advance the cause of universal literacy[image: External link], and founded the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.
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 Early life




Barbara Pierce was born at Booth Memorial Hospital[image: External link] in Flushing, Queens[image: External link], in New York City[image: External link], and raised in the suburban[image: External link] town of Rye[image: External link], New York.[1] She is the third child of Pauline (née Robinson; 1896–1949) and her husband Marvin Pierce[image: External link] (1893–1969), who later became president of McCall Corporation, the publisher of the popular women's magazines Redbook[image: External link] and McCall's[image: External link]. Her siblings include Martha Pierce Rafferty (1920–1999); James Pierce (1921–1993), and Scott Pierce (born 1930). Her ancestor Thomas Pierce, Jr., an early New England[image: External link] colonist, was also an ancestor of Franklin Pierce, the 14th president of the United States. She is the fourth cousin, four times removed, of Franklin Pierce and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow[image: External link].[2]

Barbara attended Rye Country Day School[image: External link] from 1931 to 1937 and later boarding school at Ashley Hall[image: External link] in Charleston[image: External link], South Carolina[image: External link] from 1940 to 1943.[1] She was athletic as a youth and enjoyed swimming, tennis, and bike-riding.[1] Her interest in reading began early in her life; she recalls gathering with her family during the evenings and reading together.[1]
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 Marriage and family




She met George Herbert Walker Bush, a student at Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts at age 16 during a dance while on Christmas vacation.[3] After a year-and-a-half, the two became engaged to be married, just before he went off to World War II as a Navy[image: External link] torpedo bomber pilot. He named three of his planes after her: Barbara, Barbara II, and Barbara III. When he returned on leave, she had dropped out of Smith College[image: External link] in Northampton[image: External link], Massachusetts;[1] two weeks later, on January 6, 1945, they were married at the First Presbyterian Church in Rye, New York[image: External link].[1]

For the first eight months of their marriage, the Bushes moved around the Eastern United States, to places including Michigan[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], and Virginia[image: External link], as George Bush's Navy squadron training required his presence at bases in such states.[1]

Over the next 13 years, George and Barbara Bush had six children. They also have fourteen grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren:


	
George W. Bush (July 6, 1946) married Laura Welch on November 5, 1977. They have twin daughters and two granddaughters.

	Pauline Robinson "Robin" Bush (December 20, 1949 – October 11, 1953) died of leukemia at the age of three.

	
John Ellis "Jeb" Bush (February 11, 1953) married Columba Gallo on February 23, 1974. They have three children and four grandchildren.

	
Neil Mallon Bush (January 22, 1955) married Sharon Smith in 1980 and they divorced in April 2003. They have three children and one grandson. He remarried Maria Andrews in 2004.

	
Marvin Pierce Bush (October 22, 1956) married Margaret Molster in 1981. They have two children.

	
Dorothy "Doro" Bush Koch (August 18, 1959) she married William LeBlond in 1982 and they divorced in 1990. They have two children. She remarried Robert P. Koch in June 1992. They have two children.
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 Texas years




After the war ended, George Bush graduated from Yale University and the young family soon moved to Odessa[image: External link], Texas, where Bush entered the oil business. They moved to several small suburbs around Los Angeles, California, before settling in Midland, Texas, in 1950. The Bushes would move some twenty-nine times during their marriage.[1] Over time, Bush would build a business in the oil industry and found the successful Zapata Corporation[image: External link]. Barbara raised her children while her husband was usually away on business. In 1953, the Bushes' daughter, Robin, died of leukemia.[1]

While in Texas, in 1959, George Bush was elected Harris County Republican Party chairman, in the first of what would become many elections. His first run for a prominent political office was in 1964, for U.S. Senator from Texas and although he lost, the exposure of the Bush family put George and Barbara Bush on the national scene.[1]
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 The migrational habits of the Bush family




George Bush would be elected as a U.S. Representative in Congress from Texas two years later in 1966; while her husband campaigned, Barbara raised her children, occasionally joining him on the trail. Over the ensuing years, George Bush would be elected or appointed to several different positions in the U.S. Congress or the Executive branch, or government-related posts, and Barbara Bush would accompany him every step of the way.

As the wife of a Congressman, Barbara immersed herself in projects that piqued her interest, included various charities and Republican women's groups in Washington, D.C.[1] Though her husband lost a second bid for the Senate in 1970, President Richard Nixon appointed him the United States Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link], which enabled Barbara to begin forming relationships in New York with prominent diplomats.[1] As the Watergate scandal[image: External link] heated up in 1973, Nixon asked Bush to become Chairman of the Republican National Committee; Barbara advised her husband to reject the offer because of the harsh political climate,[1] but he accepted anyway.

Nixon's successor, Gerald R. Ford[image: External link], appointed Bush head of the U.S. Liaison Office[image: External link] in the Peoples Republic of China[image: External link] in 1974, and thus the Bushes moved internationally. Barbara enjoyed her time spent in China, and often rode bicycles with her husband to explore the cities and regions that few Americans had traveled to.[1] Just three years later Bush was recalled to the U.S. to serve as Director of Central Intelligence[image: External link] during a crucial time of legal uncertainty for the agency. Her husband was not allowed to share pertinent aspects of his job with Barbara, as they were classified; the ensuing sense of isolation, coupled with her perception that she was not achieving her goals while other women of her time were, plunged her into a depression.[1][4] She did not seek professional help and instead began delivering speeches and presentations about her time spent in the closed-off China and began volunteering at a hospice[image: External link].[1]

Barbara Bush defended her husband's experience and personal qualities when he announced his candidacy for President of the United States in 1980. She caused a stir when she said that she supported ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment[image: External link] and was pro-choice[image: External link] on abortion.[1] This placed her at odds with the conservative-wing of the Republican party, led by California Governor Ronald Reagan; Reagan would receive the presidential nomination over her husband. Reagan, however, chose Bush to be his running mate and the team was elected in 1980.
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 Second Lady of the United States




Barbara Bush's eight years as Second Lady[image: External link] allowed her to become a common household name. She took an interest in literacy issues after her son Neil was diagnosed with dyslexia[image: External link] and began working with several different literacy organizations. She spent much time researching and learning about the factors that contributed to illiteracy – she believed homelessness[image: External link] was also connected to illiteracy[5] – and the efforts underway to combat both.[1] She traveled around the country and the world, both with the Vice President on official trips and by herself. In 1984 she wrote a children's book about her family told from the point of view of her dog C. Fred entitled C. Fred's Story.

She donated all proceeds from the book to literacy charities.[5] Now comfortable speaking in front of groups, she routinely spoke to promote issues she believed in and became famous for expressing a sense of humor and self-deprecating wit.[1] During the 1984 presidential campaign, Barbara made headlines when she told the press that she could not say on television what she thought of Vice-Presidential candidate Geraldine Ferraro[image: External link], but "it rhymes with rich".[6] She later apologized to Ferraro.

In 1988, Vice President Bush announced his candidacy for President to succeed Reagan. By this time Barbara had experienced two presidential campaigns, but broke new ground by becoming the second candidate's spouse to speak at the national party convention that nominated her husband (after Eleanor Roosevelt in 1940).[1] She promised voters that she would be a traditional first lady and campaigned actively for her husband.[5] The campaign at times focused on the large Bush family, and contrasted her with the First Lady, Nancy Reagan[image: External link], by highlighting her interest in domestic staples such as church, gardening, and time spent with family while placing less emphasis on style sense and fashion; she drew attention to both her famous white hair and disinterest in wearing designer clothes.[1] She generally avoided discussion of political issues during the campaign, particularly those on which she and her husband differed, and those closely involved with the campaign have reported that she was actively involved in campaign strategy.[1] Bush was elected in November 1988 and sworn in on January 20, 1989 – and the nation had a new first lady.
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 First Lady of the United States




Barbara Bush's cause as First Lady was family literacy, and she called it "the most important issue we have".[7] She became involved with many literacy organizations, served on literacy committees and chaired many reading organizations. Eventually, she helped develop the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy[image: External link].[8] She continues to be dedicated to eliminating the generational cycle of illiteracy in America by supporting programs where parents and their young children are able to learn together. During the early 1980s, after statistics had shown that foreign born immigrants from Latin America had nearly quintupled just since 1960, statistics showed that 35 million adults could not read above the eighth-grade level and that 23 million were not able to read beyond a fourth-grade level. Mrs. Bush appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show to discuss the situation and spoke regularly on Mrs. Bush's Story Time, a national radio program that stressed the importance of reading aloud to children.[1] Today, her children Jeb Bush and Doro Bush Koch serve as co-chairs of the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy. Mrs. Bush remains active in the foundation and serves as honorary chair.

She was active in the White House Historical Association[image: External link], and worked to revitalize the White House Preservation Fund, which she renamed the White House Endowment Trust[image: External link]. The trust raises funds for the ongoing refurbishment and restoration of the White House. She met her goal of raising $25 million towards the endowment. The White House residence staff generally found Barbara Bush to be the friendliest and most easygoing of the First Ladies they dealt with.[9]

Bush was known for her affection for her pet English Springer Spaniel[image: External link] Millie[image: External link] and wrote a children's book about Millie's new litter of puppies. She even included Millie in her official white house portrait, painted by Candace Whittemore Lovely[image: External link].[10] Barbara Bush became the first U.S. First Lady to become a recipient of the Henry G. Freeman Jr. Pin Money Fund[image: External link], receiving $36,000, most of which she gave to favorite charities.

She was struck everyday by "how much things had changed" for her and her husband since becoming President and First Lady. As opposed to a limousine, Bush tried to use a smaller car and travel by train and commercial airplane for out-of-town trips. However, Bush was partially opposed in her wishes by the heads of her Secret Service detail, who agreed to the small car but did not approve to the commercial traveling given the number of threats to the First Lady being higher than that of the vice president. Despite their opposition, what put Bush most off was the fact that her flights would be delayed while agents checked out the planes and luggage. The plane Bush traveled on was nicknamed "Bright Star," in honor of the leukemia foundation her husband and Hugh Liedtke founded after her daughter Robin died.[11]

Her Wellesley College[image: External link] commencement address, given in 1990, was listed as #45 in American Rhetoric's Top 100 Speeches of the 20th Century (listed by rank).[12]

During her husband's 1992 presidential campaign, Barbara Bush stated that abortion[image: External link] and homosexuality[image: External link] are personal matters and argued that the Republican Party platform should not take a stand on it, saying that "The personal things should be left out of, in my opinion, platforms and conventions." Her personal views on abortion were not known, although her friends reported at that time that she "privately supported abortion rights[image: External link]."[13] She explained, "I hate abortions, but I just could not make that choice for someone else."[14]

Bush disclosed she was suffering from an overactive thyroid[image: External link] ailment known as Graves' disease[image: External link] when she lived at the White House. George H.W. Bush came down with the same malady not long after his wife. It is rare for two biologically unrelated people in the same household to develop Graves disease within two years of each other.[15] The Bush dog, Millie[image: External link], came down with Graves' disease, too, although there are reports that she had a different auto-immune disease[image: External link], lupus[image: External link].

Because of the remarkable coincidence of three cases of auto-immune disease in one household, the Secret Service tested the water in the White House, at Camp David, at the Vice President's residence, and at Walker's Point (Bush's home in Maine) for lithium and iodine, two substances "known to cause thyroid problems".[citation needed[image: External link]] Bush was more popular than her immediate predecessor Nancy Reagan[image: External link] and successor Hillary Clinton[image: External link] because she carefully "avoided controversy," and took very few positions publicly on issues.[16]
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 Life after the White House




Since leaving the White House, she and her husband reside in the River Oaks community in Houston, Texas[image: External link] and at the Bush compound in Kennebunkport, Maine. Bush described January 20, 1993, the day of Bill Clinton's inauguration, a "tough day" for her and George. After returning to Houston, the two were visited by their son George W. and at that point Barbara realized she had not cooked in twelve years, and had difficulty driving on her own to the point where she did not drive far from home for a long time and her husband warned people to get out of the way if they saw her car.[17] A month after they left office, in February 1993, Bush was surprised by her husband when he booked them on the "Love Boat" ship Regal Princess[image: External link].[18] On April 27, 1993, Bush and her husband had breakfast with Margaret Thatcher[image: External link] during her speaking tour. Thatcher mentioned the most recent celebration of former President Ronald Reagan's birthday at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], where he orated the same card twice. Bush read about the incident after Reagan was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease[image: External link], which she called a "tragedy for both" Mr. and Mrs. Reagan.[19] On January 16, 1995, Bush flew to Austin, Texas[image: External link] with her husband to attend her son George W.'s inauguration as Governor of Texas. After attending a church service, the family went to the state capitol for the ceremony. While waiting, the Bushes had visits from former governors and their wives. After dining in the Governor's Mansion[image: External link], the Bushes and their son Marvin flew back to Houston.[20]

Bush attempted to persuade her son George W. to not run for Governor of Texas in the 1994 gubernatorial election, convinced he could not defeat Ann Richards.[21] Several days after George W. was sworn in, Bush went to a Distinguished Speakers Event at the LBJ Library for Lady Bird Johnson[image: External link]. There, she was introduced by George W. and the following day, received a letter from her son dated January 18, 1995 in which he asserted that he would not be governor had it not been for them. Bush described the letter as having "moved" both her and her husband.[22]

On April 19, 1995, the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building[image: External link] was the target of a terrorist[image: External link] bombing[image: External link] that left 168 people dead. One of the people who died in the attack was Al Whicher, who had served on George H. W. Bush's Secret Security Detail. Bush called the man who served under her husband, "a devoted husband and father." The next day, April 20, 1995, the Bushes were scheduled to go to Tulsa, Oklahoma[image: External link]. Barbara was supposed to speak at a Junior League event in the noon and accompany her husband at the Salvation Army annual dinner. The Bushes debated whether or not they should continue with their plans due to the bombing, ultimately deciding to go because "both groups help people in need."[23] On September 3, 1995, the Bushes went to Vietnam[image: External link]. This was "unbelievable" to Barbara because she "never expected to set foot in what had been North Vietnam[image: External link]." The Bushes first went to Hanoi[image: External link] and then to Ho Chi Minh City[image: External link]. The Bushes met with President Lê Đức Anh[image: External link] and party secretary Đỗ Mười[image: External link].[24] On September 28, 1995, the Bushes drove to Portland, Maine[image: External link] for the announcement of the Barbara Bush Children's Hospital. Bush said her life was being stretched, adding, "Long after I am gone this hospital will be there with my name." The Bushes visited the children there, and Mrs. Bush started to recall her daughter Robin after seeing them. The Bushes returned home early that month.[25]

Bush campaigned for her son George W., after his announcement of a presidential campaign in June 1999. Throughout the country, she met with women in support of his campaign, but remained doubtful of his chances of winning. The resentment toward the campaign continued with her rejecting any criticism of her son said in her presence and refused to watch any debates, a contrast to her husband's willingness to listen and his watching of every debate, creating friction between the couple.[26]

Several schools have been named for her: three primary schools[image: External link] and two middle schools[image: External link] in Texas and an elementary school in Mesa, Arizona[image: External link]. Also named for her is the Barbara Bush Library in Harris County, Texas[image: External link][27] and the Barbara Bush Children's Hospital at Maine Medical Center[image: External link] in Portland, Maine[image: External link]. She serves on the Boards of AmeriCares and the Mayo Clinic[image: External link], and heads the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.

On March 18, 2003, two days before the beginning of the 2003 invasion of Iraq, when her son George W. Bush was holding the office of the presidency, ABC's Good Morning America asked her about her family's television viewing habits; she replied:


I watch none. He [former President George H. W. Bush] sits and listens and I read books, because I know perfectly well that, don't take offense, that 90 percent of what I hear on television is supposition, when we're talking about the news. And he's not, not as understanding of my pettiness about that. But why should we hear about body bags and deaths, and how many, what day it's gonna happen, and how many this or that or what do you suppose? Or, I mean, it's not relevant. So, why should I waste my beautiful mind on something like that, and watch him suffer.[28]



While visiting a Houston relief center for people displaced by Hurricane Katrina, Bush told the radio program Marketplace[image: External link],


Almost everyone I've talked to says, 'We're gonna move to Houston.' What I'm hearing, which is sort of scary, is they all want to stay in Texas... Everybody is so overwhelmed by the hospitality, and so many of the people in the arenas here, you know, were underprivileged anyway, so this (as she chuckles slightly) is working very well for them.[29][30]



The remarks generated controversy.[31] In 2006, it was revealed that Barbara Bush donated an undisclosed amount of money to the Bush–Clinton Katrina Fund on the condition that the charity do business with an educational software company owned by her son Neil Bush.[32]

On October 3, 2008, Barbara Bush and her husband George opened the "George and Barbara Bush Center"[33] on the University of New England[image: External link] waterfront Biddeford Campus a few miles north of Walker's Point. The George and Barbara Bush Center lays the foundation for the heritage of Barbara Bush in New England and houses "The Bush Legacy Collection", material securing the Bush legacy in Maine, including memorabilia on loan from the George H. W. Bush Presidential Library[image: External link] at Texas A&M University[image: External link]. Particular attention is given to the family’s New England heritage and to Barbara Bush’' love for Maine[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In November 2008 Bush was hospitalized for abdominal pains. On November 25, a dime-sized hole in her small intestine, that was caused by an ulcer, was closed by surgeons. She was released December 2, 2008 and was reported to be doing well.[34]

Bush underwent aortic valve[image: External link] replacement surgery on March 4, 2009; she was released from the hospital on March 13, 2009.[35]

In September 2010, in partnership with the University of New England, Barbara and George Bush established the "George and Barbara Bush Distinguished Lecture Series",[36] an annual event honoring the legacy of Barbara and George Bush as political and community leaders.

In a November 2010 interview with Larry King[image: External link], Bush was asked about former Alaska Governor Sarah Palin. Bush remarked, "I sat next to her once, thought she was beautiful, and I think she's very happy in Alaska[image: External link], and I hope she'll stay there."[37] Palin responded, "I don't want to, sort of, concede that we have to get used to this kind of thing, because I think the majority of Americans don't want to put up with the blue-bloods – and I say it with all due respect, because I love the Bushes – but, the blue-bloods, who want to pick and choose their winners, instead of allowing competition to pick and choose the winners."[38]

On December 31, 2013, Bush was hospitalized at Houston Methodist Hospital[image: External link] for a "respiratory related issue"; she was in stable condition and had received a visit from her family, according to the Bush family's statement to the media.[39] On January 4, 2014, Bush was released from the hospital and it was announced she had been suffering from pneumonia. She was quoted as saying, "I cannot thank the doctors and nurses at Houston Methodist enough for making sure I got the best treatment and got back to George and our dogs as quickly as possible."[40]

Bush was initially opposed to a potential presidential bid for her son Jeb Bush, believing that other families should have a try at the presidency and that "we've had enough Bushes."[41] However, she reversed her position and appeared in a campaign ad for him. Beginning in February 2016, she was reported to begin campaigning for him in New Hampshire[image: External link], an early voting state.[42][43] Jeb Bush joked that a town hall meeting attended by his mother featured a larger gathering than town halls prior to her involvement.[44] Concerning her son, she believes Jeb is nearly too well-mannered,[45] but also is confident that he is "decent and honest, and everything we need in a president."[44] Bush weighed in on Jeb's rival for the nomination, Donald Trump, by her own admission not understanding how women "can vote for someone who said what he said about Megyn Kelly[image: External link]".[46][47] She also indicated that she had tired of Trump over the course of the campaign and due to her gender, she was "not crazy about what he says about women."[48] During the CBS Republican debate in February 2016, Jeb defended his mother by saying she "is the strongest woman I know", to which Trump replied that Barbara Bush "should be running."[49]

Upon the death of Nancy Reagan[image: External link] on March 6, 2016, Bush became the oldest living First Lady.
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 Awards




In 1995, Bush received the Award for Greatest Public Service Benefiting the Disadvantaged, an award given out annually by Jefferson Awards[image: External link].[50] In 1997, she was the recipient of The Miss America Woman of Achievement Award for her work with literacy[image: External link] programs.[51]

In 2016, she received honorary membership in Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link] from the University of Houston[image: External link] chapter.[52]
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Alma Mater






For other uses, see Alma mater (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Alma mater ( Latin[image: External link]: alma[image: External link] "nourishing/kind", mater[image: External link] "mother"; pl. [rarely used] almae matres) is an allegorical[image: External link] Latin phrase for a university[image: External link] or college[image: External link]. In modern usage, it is a school or university which an individual has attended, or a song or hymn associated with a school[image: External link].[1] The phrase is variously translated as "nourishing mother", "nursing mother", or "fostering mother", suggesting that a school provides intellectual nourishment to its students.[2] Fine arts will often depict educational institutions using a robed woman as a visual metaphor.

Before its modern usage, Alma mater was an honorific title[image: External link] for various Latin mother goddesses[image: External link], especially Ceres[image: External link] or Cybele[image: External link],[3] and later in Catholicism for the Virgin Mary[image: External link]. It entered academic usage when the University of Bologna[image: External link] adopted the motto "Alma Mater Studiorum" ("nurturing mother of studies"), which describes its heritage as the oldest operating university in the Western world[4]. It is related to alumnus[image: External link], a term used for a university graduate that literally means a "nursling" or "one who is nourished".[5]
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 Etymology




Although alma (nourishing) was a common epithet for Ceres[image: External link], Cybele[image: External link], Venus[image: External link], and other mother goddesses, it was not frequently used in conjunction with mater in classical Latin.[6] In the Oxford Latin Dictionary[image: External link], the phrase is attributed to Lucretius' De rerum natura[image: External link], where it is used as an epithet to describe an earth goddess:



	

Denique caelesti sumus omnes semine oriundi

omnibus ille idem pater est, unde alma liquentis

umoris guttas mater cum terra recepit (2.991–93)




	

We are all sprung from that celestial seed,

all of us have same father, from whom earth,

the nourishing mother, receives drops of liquid moisture








After the fall of Rome[image: External link], the term came into Christian liturgical usage in association with the Virgin Mary[image: External link]. "Alma Redemptoris Mater[image: External link]" is a well-known 11th century antiphon[image: External link] devoted to Mary.[6]

The earliest documented English use of the term to refer to a university is in 1600, when University of Cambridge[image: External link] printer John Legate began using an emblem for the university's press[image: External link].[7][8] The device's first-known appearance is on the title-page of William Perkins[image: External link]' A Golden Chain, where the phrase Alma Mater Cantabrigia ("nourishing mother Cambridge") is inscribed on a pedestal bearing a nude, lactating woman wearing a mural crown[image: External link].[9][10] In English etymological reference works, the first university-related usage is often cited in 1710, when an academic mother-figure is mentioned in a remembrance of Henry More[image: External link] by Richard Ward.[11][12]
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Many historic European universities have adopted Alma Mater as part of the Latin translation of their official name. The University of Bologna[image: External link] Latin name, Alma Mater Studiorum (nourishing mother of studies), refers to its status as the oldest continuously operating university in the world[image: External link]. Other European universities, such as the Alma Mater Lipsiensis[image: External link] in Leipzig, Germany, or Alma Mater Jagiellonica[image: External link], Poland, have similarly used the expression in conjunction with geographical or foundational characteristics. At least one, the Alma Mater Europaea[image: External link] in Salzburg[image: External link], Austria, an international university founded by the European Academy of Sciences and Arts[image: External link] in 2010, uses the term as its official name

In the United States, the College of William & Mary[image: External link] in Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link], has been called the "Alma Mater of the Nation" because of its ties to the country's founding.[13] At Queen's University[image: External link] in Kingston, Ontario[image: External link], and the University of British Columbia[image: External link] in Vancouver, British Columbia, the main student government is known as the Alma Mater Society.
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The ancient Roman world had many statues of the Alma Mater, some still extant (e.g., at the Palatine Hill[image: External link] in Rome).

Modern sculptures are found in prominent locations on several American university campuses. For example, in the United States: there is a well-known bronze statue of Alma Mater[image: External link] by Daniel Chester French[image: External link] situated on the steps of Columbia University's Low Library[image: External link]; the University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign[image: External link] also has an Alma Mater[image: External link] statue by Lorado Taft[image: External link]. An altarpiece mural in Yale University's Sterling Memorial Library[image: External link], painted in 1932 by Eugene Savage[image: External link], depicts the Alma Mater as a bearer of light and truth, standing in the midst of the personified arts and sciences.

Outside the United States, there is an Alma Mater sculpture on the steps of the monumental entrance to the Universidad de La Habana[image: External link], in Havana, Cuba. The statue was cast in 1919 by Mario Korbel[image: External link], with Feliciana Villalón Wilson as the inspiration for Alma Mater, and it was installed in its current location in 1927, at the direction of architect Raul Otero.[14]
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Phillips Academy






Not to be confused with Phillips Exeter Academy[image: External link].



	This article is written like a personal reflection or opinion essay that states a Wikipedia editor's personal feelings about a topic. Please help improve it[image: External link] by rewriting it in an encyclopedic style[image: External link]. (January 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




Phillips Academy Andover (also known as Phillips Academy, Andover, or PA) is a co-educational university-preparatory school for boarding and day students in grades 9–12, along with a post-graduate (PG) year. The school is in Andover, Massachusetts, United States[image: External link], 25 miles north of Boston[image: External link]. Phillips Academy has 1,122 students,[3] and is a selective school[image: External link], accepting 13% of applicants.[4] It is part of the Ten Schools Admissions Organization[image: External link] as well as the G20 Schools Group[image: External link].

Originally a boarding school for boys, it turned coeducational in 1973, the year in which it merged with its neighbor girls school Abbot Academy[image: External link].[5]
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Phillips Academy Andover is the oldest incorporated high school in the United States,[6] established in 1778 by Samuel Phillips, Jr.[image: External link] Phillips's uncle Dr. John Phillips[image: External link] founded Phillips Exeter Academy[image: External link] three years later. Phillips Academy's endowment stood around $800 million in June 2011, the fourth-highest of any American secondary school.[citation needed[image: External link]] Andover is subject to the control of a board of trustees, headed by Peter Currie[image: External link], business executive and former Netscape[image: External link] Chief Financial Officer[image: External link], who took over as president of the Phillips Academy Board of Trustees on July 1, 2012.[7][8] On November 14, 2012, John G. Palfrey, Jr.[image: External link], Henry N. Ess III Professor of Law and Vice Dean for Library and Information Resources at Harvard Law School[image: External link], was named the 15th Head of School.[9]

Phillips Academy admitted only boys until the school became coeducational in 1973, the year of Phillips Academy's merger with Abbot Academy[image: External link], a boarding school for girls also in Andover. Abbot Academy, founded in 1828,[5] was the first incorporated school for girls in New England[image: External link]. Then-headmaster Theodore Sizer[image: External link] oversaw the merger.

Andover traditionally educated its students for Yale[image: External link], just as Phillips Exeter Academy educated its students for Harvard[image: External link], and Lawrenceville[image: External link] prepped students for Princeton.[10]

The school's student-run newspaper, The Phillipian,[11] is the oldest secondary school newspaper in the United States, the next oldest secondary school newspaper being The Exonian[image: External link], Phillips Exeter Academy's weekly.[12] The Phillipian was first published on July 28, 1857, and has been published regularly since 1878. It retains financial and editorial independence from Phillips Academy, having completed a $500,000 endowment drive in 2014. Students comprise the editorial board and make all decisions for the paper, consulting with two faculty advisors at their own discretion.[13] The Philomathean Society[image: External link] is the oldest high school debate society in the nation, established in 1825.

Phillips Academy also runs a five-week summer session for approximately 600 students entering grades 8 through 12.
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Phillips Academy was founded during the American Revolution[image: External link] as an all-boys school in 1778 by Samuel Phillips, Jr.[image: External link]

Phillips Academy's traditional rival is Phillips Exeter Academy, which was established three years later in Exeter[image: External link], New Hampshire[image: External link], by Samuel Phillips' uncle, Dr. John Phillips[image: External link]. The two schools still maintain a rivalry. The football teams have met nearly every year since 1878, making it the oldest high school rivalry in the country.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1882, the first high school lacrosse teams were formed at Phillips Academy, Phillips Exeter Academy and the Lawrenceville School.

Several figures from the revolutionary period are associated with the school. George Washington[citation needed[image: External link]] spoke at the school in its first year, and Washington's nephews later attended the school. John Hancock[image: External link] signed the school's articles of incorporation. The great seal of the school was designed by Paul Revere[image: External link].

For a hundred years of its history, Phillips Academy shared its campus with the Andover Theological Seminary[image: External link], which was founded on Phillips Hill in 1807 by orthodox Calvinists[image: External link] who had fled Harvard College[image: External link] after it appointed a liberal Unitarian[image: External link] theologian to a professorship of divinity. The Andover Theological Seminary was independent from Phillips Academy but shared the same board of directors. In 1908, the seminary departed Phillips Academy, leaving behind its key buildings: academic building Pearson Hall (formerly a chapel), and dormitories Foxcroft Hall and Bartlet Hall.[14] These buildings later became part of the Andover campus, which was expanded in the 1920s and 1930s around this historic core with new buildings of similar Georgian style: Samuel Phillips Hall, George Washington Hall, Samuel Morse Hall, Paul Revere Hall, Oliver Wendell Holmes Library, Commons, the Addison Gallery of American Art[image: External link] and Cochran Chapel.[15] Small portions of Andover's campus were laid out by Frederick Law Olmsted[image: External link], designer of Central Park[image: External link] and himself a graduate of the school.[16]

Revere's design of the school's seal incorporated bees, a beehive, and the sun. The school's primary motto, Non Sibi, located in the sun, means "not for oneself". The school's second motto, Finis Origine Pendet, meaning "the end depends upon the beginning", is scrolled across the bottom of the seal.[17]

Phillips was one of the schools where students on the Chinese Educational Mission[image: External link] were sent to study by the Qing dynasty[image: External link] government from 1878 to 1881. One of the students, Liang Cheng[image: External link], later became the Chinese ambassador to the United States.[18]

Phillips Academy curriculum and extracurricular activities include music ensembles, 30 competitive sports, a campus newspaper, a radio station, and a debate club. In 1973 Phillips Academy merged with neighboring Abbot Academy[image: External link], which was founded in 1829 as one of the first schools for girls in New England and named for Sarah Abbot.[19] After existing at Phillips Academy almost since its inception, secret societies[image: External link] were officially disbanded in 1949. Despite this, at least one secret society continues to exist.[20]

Phillips Academy is one of only a few private high schools (others include Roxbury Latin[image: External link] and St. Andrew's School[image: External link]) in the United States that attained need-blind admissions[image: External link] in 2007 and 2008, and it has continued this policy through the present.[21] In 2013 it received 3,029 applications and accepted 13%, a record low acceptance rate for the school. 79% of those accepted went on to matriculate at the Academy.[22]
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Phillips Academy follows a trimester program[image: External link], where a school year is divided into three terms, with each term lasting approximately 10 weeks. Classes are held from Monday to Friday, with the first period[image: External link] of the day beginning at 8:00 am and the last period ending at 2:45 pm. On Wednesdays, classes end early at 1:00 pm in order to provide more time for athletics, clubs, and community service.[23]

Many courses are year-long, while others last only one to two terms. Most students take five courses each trimester. Four-year students at Phillips Academy are required to take courses in English, foreign language, mathematics (through calculus), history and social science, laboratory science, art, music, philosophy and religious studies, and physical education.[24] Students may also choose to pursue an independent research program in a topic of choice under the guidance of faculty members if there are no more courses suitable for them in one or more disciplines.

Andover does not rank students, and rather than a four-point GPA[image: External link] scale, Phillips Academy calculates GPA using a six-point system. The Office of the Dean of Studies claims that there is no formal equivalent between the zero-to-six system and a conventional letter-grade system. However, a six is considered outstanding and is (theoretically) rarely awarded, a five is the lowest honors grade, and a two is the lowest passing grade.[25] Grades earned in classes are sometimes weighted at the discretion of the instructor, and the school provides no uniform scale for converting percent scores into grades on the six-point scale.
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Bulfinch Hall was designed by Asher Benjamin, a student of architect Charles Bulfinch[image: External link], and built in 1819. It is now the English Department building and received renovations during the summer and fall term of 2012.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Gelb Science Center, named after alumnus donor Richard L. Gelb[image: External link], opened for classes in January 2004. It is the newest building on campus, having replaced the older Evans Hall which was built in 1963 and demolished following the completion of Gelb. Gelb has three floors, each devoted to a separate science. The first floor houses biology, the second floor physics, and the third floor chemistry. Gelb also has an observatory above the third floor.[26]


	
Graham House is used by both the school's psychology department and the school's psychological counselors.

	
Graves Hall is the music building.

	
Morse Hall is used by the Math Department, CAMD (Community and Multicultural Development), the student-run radio station ( WPAA[image: External link]), and some of the student-run publications. Morse Hall is named after Samuel Morse[image: External link], who graduated from Phillips Academy in 1805 and later invented the telegraph and Morse code[image: External link].

	
Oliver Wendell Holmes Library (OWHL) was built in 1929 (renovated 1987) and is named after Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.[image: External link], an 1825 graduate of Phillips Academy. The library houses more than 120,000 works. Located in OWHL is the Garver Room, containing the most comprehensive secondary-school reference collection in the country.[27][ better source needed[image: External link]]


	
Pearson Hall, one of the oldest structures on campus, is the classics building. The only subjects with classes that meet in Pearson are Latin, Greek, Greek literature, mythology, and etymology. It was named after the school's first headmaster, Eliphalet Pearson[image: External link].

	
Samuel Phillips Hall was built in 1924 and named after the founder of the school. This building houses the languages, history, social sciences departments, as well as the school's language lab[image: External link].
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Cochran Chapel is a neo-Georgian church located on the north side of campus. It is also home to the philosophy, religious studies, and community service departments. A weekly All School Meeting is held here on Wednesdays.

	
Paresky Commons is the school's dining hall. The basement of Commons also houses "Susie's" (originally the Riley Room, and later "the den" until spring 2012),[28] a grill-style student hangout/convenience store.

	
George Washington Hall was built in 1926 and has since undergone many additions and renovations. The building serves numerous functions, including as an administration building (Head of School's office, Dean of Studies, Dean of Students, among others), a post-office (a mail-room), and the Day Student Lounge and locker area. The hall also houses the drama and arts departments.

	
The Log Cabin is located in the 65-acre (0.26 km2) Cochran Wildlife Sanctuary on the northeastern edge of campus and serves as a place for student groups to hold meetings as well as sleep-overs.



The school also has dormitories to house the roughly 800 students that board. These buildings range in size from housing as few as four to as many as 40 students. Two notable dorms are America House, where the song America[image: External link] was penned,[29] and Stowe House, where American writer Harriet Beecher Stowe[image: External link] (author of Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link]) lived while her husband taught at the Andover Theological Seminary[image: External link].[29] Stowe is also buried on campus in a cemetery behind Samuel Phillips Hall.[30] None of the original buildings remain; the oldest dorm is Blanchard House, built in 1789. Several dorms are named after prominent alumni, such as Henry L. Stimson[image: External link], Secretary of War during World War II, and men instrumental in the founding of the Academy, such as Nathan Hale[image: External link] and Paul Revere[image: External link]. Shortly before his death in 1799, President George Washington delivered a speech from a second-floor window in Carriage House, now a dorm, to the citizens of Andover.[citation needed[image: External link]] Also located on campus is The Andover Inn[image: External link]. Built in 1930, The Andover Inn is a New England country inn with 30 rooms and meeting space.
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Main article: Addison Gallery of American Art[image: External link]


The Addison Gallery of American Art is an art museum given to the school by alumnus Thomas Cochran[image: External link]. Its permanent collection includes Winslow Homer[image: External link]'s Eight Bells, along with work by John Singleton Copley[image: External link], Benjamin West[image: External link], Thomas Eakins[image: External link], James McNeill Whistler[image: External link], Frederic Remington[image: External link], George Bellows[image: External link], Edward Hopper[image: External link], Georgia O'Keeffe[image: External link], Jackson Pollock[image: External link], Frank Stella[image: External link], and Andrew Wyeth[image: External link]. The museum also features collections in American photography and decorative arts, with silver[image: External link] and furniture[image: External link] dating back to precolonial America, and a collection of colonial model ships. A rotating schedule of exhibitions is open to students and the public alike. In the spring of 2006, the Phillips Academy Board of Trustees approved a $30-million campaign to renovate and expand the Addison Gallery.[31] Construction on the Addison began in the middle of 2008 and, as of September 7, 2010, is complete, and the museum is once again open to the Phillips Academy community and the broader community of the town of Andover.[32]

Main article: Robert S. Peabody Museum of Archaeology[image: External link]


The Robert S. Peabody Museum of Archaeology was founded in 1901 and is now "one of the nation's major repositories of Native American archaeological collections".[33] The collection includes materials from the Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest, Mexico and the Arctic, and range from Paleo Indian (more than 10,000 years ago) to the present day. Since the early 1990s, the museum has been at the forefront of compliance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] It currently serves as an educational museum for the students of Phillips Academy, but is also accessible to researchers, public schools, and visitors by appointment.
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Athletic competition has long been a part of the Phillips Academy tradition. As early as 1805, football was being played on school grounds, according to a letter that Henry Pearson wrote his father, Eliphalet Pearson[image: External link] in 1805, saying, "I cannot write a long letter as I am very tired after having played at football all this afternoon."[34] The first ever interscholastic football game between high schools was in 1875, when Phillips Academy played against Adams Academy[image: External link].[35] One of the oldest schoolboy rivalries in American football is the Andover/Exeter competition[image: External link], started in 1878. That year, the first Andover/Exeter baseball game took place, and The Phillipian[image: External link] returned from hiatus, named its first Board and began publishing regularly.[36] Similar boarding school traditions include the Choate-Deerfield rivalry[image: External link] and Hotchkiss-Taft rivalry[image: External link].

Today, Phillips Academy is an athletic powerhouse among New England private schools. Since the Constitution of the Phillips Academy Athletic Association was drawn up in 1903 with the objective of "Athletics for All,"[36] Andover has established 29 different interscholastic programs, and 44 intramural or instructional programs, including fencing[image: External link], tai chi[image: External link], figure skating[image: External link], and yoga[image: External link]. Andover Athletes have been successful in winning over 110 New England Championships in these different sports over the last three decades alone, and have even had the chance to compete abroad, in such competitions as the Henley Royal Regatta[image: External link] in Henley, England[image: External link], for crew.[37]

The athletic directors of Andover and the other members of the Eight Schools Association[image: External link] (ESA) compose the Eight Schools Athletic Council, which organizes sports events and tournaments among ESA schools.[38][39][40] Andover is also a member of the New England Preparatory School Athletic Council[image: External link]. As a way to encourage all students to try new things and stay healthy, all students are required to have an athletic commitment each term. A range of instructional sports are available for those who wish to try new things, and for those already established in a sport, most teams have at least a varsity and junior varsity squad.
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Many sports are offered:[41]




	
Fall athletic offerings


	Cross country[image: External link]

	Field hockey[image: External link]

	Football[image: External link]

	Girls’ volleyball[image: External link]


	Soccer[image: External link]

	Boys’ water polo[image: External link]


	
Crew[image: External link] (instructional)

	
Dance[image: External link] (Ballet, Modern, Hip-Hop; Beg-Adv levels)

	FIT (Fundamentals In Training)

	Gunga FIT ('Extreme' version of FIT)

	Pilates[image: External link]

	Outdoor Pursuits (S&R)

	
Squash[image: External link] (instructional)

	
Fencing[image: External link] (instructional)

	
Skating[image: External link] (instructional)

	SLAM (instructional)

	
Swimming[image: External link] (instructional)

	
Tennis[image: External link] (instructional)

	Volleyball (instructional)

	Soccer (intramural)

	Yoga[image: External link]

	Zumba[image: External link]




	
Winter athletic offerings


	Basketball[image: External link]

	Hockey[image: External link]

	Squash

	
Swimming[image: External link] and diving[image: External link]


	Indoor track[image: External link]

	Wrestling[image: External link]

	Nordic skiing[image: External link]

	Dance (Ballet, Modern, Hip-Hop; Beg-Adv levels)

	SLAM (Spirit Leaders)

	FIT (Fundamentals In Training)

	Gunga FIT ('Extreme' version of FIT)

	Outdoor Pursuits (S&R)

	Squash (intramural)

	Hockey (intramural)

	Recreational cross-country skiing[image: External link]


	Basketball (intramural)

	Junior Basketball (intramural)

	
Indoor cycling[image: External link] (instructional/cycling pre-season)

	Yoga

	Zumba[image: External link]




	
Spring athletic offerings


	Track[image: External link]

	Baseball[image: External link]

	Softball[image: External link]

	Crew

	Cycling[image: External link]

	Ultimate frisbee[image: External link]

	Golf[image: External link]

	Lacrosse[image: External link]

	Tennis

	Girls’ water polo

	Boys’ volleyball

	Dance (Ballet, Modern, Hip-Hop; Beg-Adv levels)

	Fencing (instructional)

	FIT (Fundamentals In Training)

	Gunga FIT ('Extreme' version of FIT)

	Pilates

	Outdoor Pursuits (S&R)

	Squash (instructional)

	Swimming (instructional)

	Tennis (intramural)

	Yoga

	Ultimate frisbee (intramural)
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 Tuition




For the academic year 2016/17, Phillips charges boarders $52,100 and day students up to $40,500 per year,[42] making it more expensive than HMC[image: External link] schools and amongst the most expensive boarding schools in the world.[43][44] However, the school offers need-blind admission[image: External link], with 48% of students receiving financial aid and 13% of students on full scholarship.[45]
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 Affiliations




Andover is a member of the Eight Schools Association, begun informally in 1973–74 and formalized in 2006. Andover was host to the annual meeting of ESA in April 2008. It is also a member of the Ten Schools Admissions Organization[image: External link], founded in 1956. There is a seven-school overlap of membership between the two groups.[46] In addition, Andover is a member of the G20 Schools[image: External link] group, an international organization of independent secondary schools.
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 Notable alumni




Main article: List of Phillips Academy alumni[image: External link]


Andover has educated two American presidents, six Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipients (2 - Civil War, 1 - Spanish–American War, 2 - World War II, 1 - Korean War),[47] and many other notable people. The school's alumni are often referred to as "Old Phillipians".[48]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In popular culture




Andover, often linked with Exeter[image: External link],[49] is often understood symbolically as an "elite New England prep school," connoting privilege. Writer William S. Dietrich II described Andover and other elite prep schools as being part of a " WASP[image: External link] ascendancy" during the first half of the twentieth century.[50] Elite universities such as Yale and Princeton tended to accept disproportionate percentages of prep school students while using quotas to deny admission to minority applicants.[50] An account in Time in 1931 described the two schools as having "flourished", and that both schools were "twin giants of prep schools in size and in prestige",[51] essentially feeder schools for Ivy League[image: External link] universities such as Harvard and Yale, according to Joseph Lieberman[image: External link].[52] A cultural image from the 1960s was young men who had "perfect white teeth" and wore Lacoste shirts,[53] with a look easy to identify by young women at the time:


They can tell just by looking at him whether a boy goes to an Eastern prep school or not. Not only that, they can tell which prep school, usually St. Paul's or Hotchkiss or Groton or Exeter or Andover, or whatever; just by checking his hair and his clothes.

— Tom Wolfe in his book Mauve Gloves & Madmen, Clutter & Vine[54]



The WASP ascendancy began to break down around the 1960s and onwards when the admissions policies of elite prep schools and universities began to emphasize merit rather than affluence.[50] Still, images of exclusivity based on unfairness tended to remain. Gore Vidal suggested that Andover and Exeter had a "style that was quite witty."[55] If the WASP ascendancy has waned, the image of unaffordability continues to persist, with one writer deploring how the schools cost $30,000 and more annually.[56] Recent reports from graduates, however, paint a picture of educational excellence and diversification. For example, Cristina Hartmann, who attended Andover from 2001-2003, described the school as having a need blind admissions[image: External link] policy.[57] She suggested the student body was mostly diversified, and that the school had dedicated buildings for specific subject areas, was challenging academically, and had flexible teachers and peers who were "smart and driven".[57] She elaborated that Andover provided two sign language interpreters, free of charge, to help her academically to cope with her deafness.[57] While the overall image may be changing to one which emphasizes greater diversity and respect for individual talent, the image of the school in the media continues to connote privilege, money, exclusivity, prestige, academic quality, and sometimes negatively connotes chumminess or clubbiness or arrogance.

The school is often mentioned in books and film, and on television. Some examples include:


	In Chapter 17 of The Catcher in the Rye[image: External link], Sally Hayes introduces Holden[image: External link] to a boy who attended Andover.[58] "You'd have thought they'd taken baths in the same bathtub or something when they were little kids. Old buddyroos. It was nauseating. The funny part was, they probably met each other just once, at some phony party. Finally, when they were all done slobbering around, old Sally introduced us. His name was George something—I don't even remember—and he went to Andover. Big, big deal."

	In the John Guare play Six Degrees of Separation[image: External link], one of the characters laments that his parents could not afford to send him to Andover or Exeter.[59]


	
F. Scott Fitzgerald's This Side of Paradise[image: External link] has several characters who attended Andover.[60]


	In Scent of a Woman[image: External link], Charles Simms tries to start an argument with the irascible Lieutenant Colonel[image: External link] Frank Slade by saying that "... I believe President Bush went to Andover."[61]


	In A Beautiful Mind[image: External link], John Nash's imaginary Princeton roommate characterizes him as a "poor kid that never got to go to Exeter or Andover".[62]


	In Episode 17 of House of Cards[image: External link], a reporter mentions that Claire Underwood attended "the prestigious Phillips Academy."

	In season 4, episode 5 of The West Wing, titled "Debate Camp", White House chief of staff Leo McGary remarks that had President Barlett lost the election, he would have been employed as the chairman of the board of economics at Phillips Academy Andover

	In the webcomic Check, Please![image: External link] both B. "Shitty" Knight and Derek "Nursey" Malik Nurse are Andover alumni.[63]
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 See also





	Abbot Academy[image: External link]

	List of famous Phillips Academy alumni[image: External link]

	List of Phillips Academy Heads of School[image: External link]

	Phillips Exeter Academy[image: External link]
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Yale University






"Yale" redirects here. For other uses, see Yale (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Yale University is an American private[image: External link] Ivy League[image: External link] research university[image: External link] in New Haven, Connecticut. Founded in 1701, it is the third-oldest institution[image: External link] of higher education[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link].[6]

Chartered by Connecticut Colony[image: External link], the "Collegiate School" was established by clergy in Saybrook Colony[image: External link] to educate Congregationalist[image: External link] ministers. It moved to New Haven in 1716, and shortly after was renamed Yale College[image: External link] in recognition of a gift from British East India Company[image: External link] governor Elihu Yale[image: External link]. Originally restricted to theology and sacred languages[image: External link], the curriculum began to incorporate humanities and sciences by the time of the American Revolution[image: External link]. In the 19th century the school introduced graduate and professional instruction, awarding the first Ph.D.[image: External link] in the United States in 1861 and organizing as a university in 1887.[7] Its faculty and student populations grew rapidly after 1890 with rapid expansion of the physical campus and scientific research.

Yale is organized into fourteen constituent schools: the original undergraduate college[image: External link], the Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], and twelve professional schools. While the university is governed by the Yale Corporation[image: External link], each school's faculty[image: External link] oversees its curriculum and degree programs. In addition to a central campus in downtown New Haven[image: External link], the University owns athletic facilities in western New Haven, a campus in West Haven, Connecticut[image: External link], and forest and nature preserves throughout New England[image: External link]. The university's assets include an endowment valued at $25.4 billion as of June 2016, the second largest of any U.S. educational institution.[2] The Yale University Library[image: External link], serving all constituent schools, holds more than 15 million volumes and is the third-largest academic library in the United States.[8][9]

Yale College undergraduates follow a liberal arts[image: External link] curriculum with departmental majors[image: External link] and are organized into a social system of residential colleges[image: External link]. Almost all faculty teach undergraduate courses, more than 2,000 of which are offered annually.[10] Students compete intercollegiately as the Yale Bulldogs[image: External link] in the NCAA[image: External link] Division I[image: External link] – Ivy League[image: External link].

Yale has graduated many notable alumni, including five U.S. Presidents[image: External link], 19 U.S. Supreme Court Justices[image: External link], 20 living billionaires[image: External link],[11] and many heads of state. In addition, Yale has graduated hundreds of members of Congress and many high-level U.S. diplomats. 57 Nobel laureates[image: External link], 5 Fields Medalists[image: External link], 78 MacArthur Fellows[image: External link],[12] 247 Rhodes Scholars[image: External link],[13] and 119 Marshall Scholars[image: External link] have been affiliated with the University.[14]
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 Origins




Yale traces its beginnings to "An Act for Liberty to Erect a Collegiate School," passed by the General Court of the Colony of Connecticut[image: External link] on October 9, 1701, while meeting in New Haven. The Act was an effort to create an institution to train ministers and lay leadership for Connecticut. Soon thereafter, a group of ten Congregationalist[image: External link] ministers: Samuel Andrew[image: External link], Thomas Buckingham, Israel Chauncy, Samuel Mather, Rev. James Noyes II (son of James Noyes[image: External link]), James Pierpont[image: External link], Abraham Pierson, Noadiah Russell[image: External link], Joseph Webb and Timothy Woodbridge[image: External link], all alumni of Harvard[image: External link], met in the study of Reverend Samuel Russell[image: External link] in Branford, Connecticut[image: External link], to pool their books to form the school's library.[15] The group, led by James Pierpont[image: External link], is now known as "The Founders".[16]

Originally known as the "Collegiate School," the institution opened in the home of its first rector[image: External link], Abraham Pierson[image: External link],[17] in Killingworth (now Clinton[image: External link]). The school moved to Saybrook[image: External link], and then Wethersfield[image: External link]. In 1716 the college moved to New Haven, Connecticut.

Meanwhile, there was a rift forming at Harvard between its sixth president Increase Mather[image: External link] and the rest of the Harvard clergy, whom Mather viewed as increasingly liberal, ecclesiastically lax, and overly broad in Church polity[image: External link]. The feud caused the Mathers to champion the success of the Collegiate School in the hope that it would maintain the Puritan[image: External link] religious orthodoxy in a way that Harvard had not.[18]
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 Naming and development




In 1718, at the behest of either Rector Samuel Andrew[image: External link] or the colony's Governor Gurdon Saltonstall[image: External link], Cotton Mather[image: External link] contacted the successful Boston born businessman Elihu Yale[image: External link] to ask him for financial help in constructing a new building for the college. Through the persuasion of Jeremiah Dummer[image: External link], Yale, who had made a fortune through trade while living in Madras as a representative of the East India Company[image: External link], donated nine bales of goods, which were sold for more than £560, a substantial sum at the time. Cotton Mather suggested that the school change its name to "Yale College". (The name Yale is the Anglicised[image: External link] spelling of the Welsh[image: External link] toponym, Iâl[image: External link]. from the family estate at Plas yn Iâl near the village of Llandegla[image: External link], Denbighshire[image: External link], Wales[image: External link]).[19]

Meanwhile, a Harvard graduate working in England convinced some 180 prominent intellectuals that they should donate books to Yale. The 1714 shipment of 500 books represented the best of modern English literature, science, philosophy and theology.[20] It had a profound effect on intellectuals at Yale. Undergraduate Jonathan Edwards[image: External link] discovered John Locke's works and developed his original theology known as the "new divinity". In 1722 the Rector and six of his friends, who had a study group to discuss the new ideas, announced that they had given up Calvinism, become Arminians, and joined the Church of England. They were ordained in England and returned to the colonies as missionaries for the Anglican faith. Thomas Clapp[image: External link] became president in 1745, and struggled to return the college to Calvinist orthodoxy; but he did not close the library. Other students found Deist books in the library.[21]
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 Curriculum




Yale was swept up by the great intellectual movements of the period—the Great Awakening[image: External link] and the Enlightenment[image: External link]—due to the religious and scientific interests of presidents Thomas Clap[image: External link] and Ezra Stiles[image: External link]. They were both instrumental in developing the scientific curriculum at Yale, while dealing with wars, student tumults, graffiti, "irrelevance" of curricula, desperate need for endowment, and fights with the Connecticut legislature[image: External link].[22]

Serious American students of theology and divinity, particularly in New England, regarded Hebrew[image: External link] as a classical language[image: External link], along with Greek and Latin[image: External link], and essential for study of the Old Testament[image: External link] in the original words. The Reverend Ezra Stiles[image: External link], president of the College from 1778 to 1795, brought with him his interest in the Hebrew language as a vehicle for studying ancient Biblical texts in their original language (as was common in other schools), requiring all freshmen to study Hebrew (in contrast to Harvard, where only upperclassmen were required to study the language) and is responsible for the Hebrew phrase אורים ותמים (Urim and Thummim[image: External link]) on the Yale seal. A 1746 graduate of Yale, Stiles came to the college with experience in education, having played an integral role in the founding of Brown University[image: External link] in addition to having been a minister.[23] Stiles' greatest challenge occurred in July 1779 when hostile British forces occupied New Haven and threatened to raze the College. However, Yale graduate Edmund Fanning[image: External link], Secretary to the British General in command of the occupation, interceded and the College was saved. Fanning later was granted an honorary degree LL.D.[image: External link], at 1803,[24] for his efforts.
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 Students




As the only college in Connecticut, Yale educated the sons of the elite.[25] Offenses for which students were punished included cardplaying, tavern-going, destruction of college property, and acts of disobedience to college authorities. During the period, Harvard was distinctive for the stability and maturity of its tutor corps, while Yale had youth and zeal on its side.[26]

The emphasis on classics gave rise to a number of private student societies, open only by invitation, which arose primarily as forums for discussions of modern scholarship, literature and politics. The first such organizations were debating societies: Crotonia[image: External link] in 1738, Linonia[image: External link] in 1753, and Brothers in Unity[image: External link] in 1768.[27]
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 19th century




The Yale Report of 1828 was a dogmatic defense of the Latin and Greek curriculum against critics who wanted more courses in modern languages, mathematics, and science. Unlike higher education in Europe, there was no national curriculum for colleges and universities in the United States. In the competition for students and financial support, college leaders strove to keep current with demands for innovation. At the same time, they realized that a significant portion of their students and prospective students demanded a classical background. The Yale report meant the classics would not be abandoned. All institutions experimented with changes in the curriculum, often resulting in a dual track. In the decentralized environment of higher education in the United States, balancing change with tradition was a common challenge because no one could afford to be completely modern or completely classical.[28] A group of professors at Yale and New Haven Congregationalist ministers articulated a conservative response to the changes brought about by the Victorian culture[image: External link]. They concentrated on developing a whole man possessed of religious values sufficiently strong to resist temptations from within, yet flexible enough to adjust to the 'isms' (professionalism, materialism, individualism, and consumerism) tempting him from without.[29] William Graham Sumner[image: External link], professor from 1872 to 1909, taught in the emerging disciplines of economics and sociology to overflowing classrooms. He bested President Noah Porter[image: External link], who disliked social science and wanted Yale to lock into its traditions of classical education. Porter objected to Sumner's use of a textbook by Herbert Spencer[image: External link] that espoused agnostic materialism because it might harm students.[30]

Until 1887, the legal name of the university was "The President and Fellows of Yale College, in New Haven". In 1887, under an act passed by the Connecticut General Assembly[image: External link], Yale gained its current, and shorter, name of "Yale University".[31]
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 Sports and debate




The Revolutionary War soldier Nathan Hale[image: External link] (Yale 1773) was the prototype of the Yale ideal in the early 19th century: a manly yet aristocratic scholar, equally well-versed in knowledge and sports, and a patriot who "regretted" that he "had but one life to lose" for his country. Western painter Frederic Remington[image: External link] (Yale 1900) was an artist whose heroes gloried in combat and tests of strength in the Wild West. The fictional, turn-of-the-20th-century Yale man Frank Merriwell embodied the heroic ideal without racial prejudice, and his fictional successor Frank Stover in the novel Stover at Yale (1911) questioned the business mentality that had become prevalent at the school. Increasingly the students turned to athletic stars as their heroes, especially since winning the big game became the goal of the student body, and the alumni, as well as the team itself.[32]

Along with Harvard[image: External link] and Princeton, Yale students rejected elite British concepts about 'amateurism' in sports and constructed athletic programs that were uniquely American, such as football.[33] The Harvard–Yale football rivalry[image: External link] began in 1875.

Between 1892, when Harvard and Yale met in one of the first intercollegiate debates,[34] and 1909, the year of the first Triangular Debate of Harvard, Yale, and Princeton, the rhetoric, symbolism, and metaphors used in athletics were used to frame these early debates. Debates were covered on front pages of college newspapers and emphasized in yearbooks, and team members even received the equivalent of athletic letters for their jackets. There even were rallies sending off the debating teams to matches. Yet, the debates never attained the broad appeal that athletics enjoyed. One reason may be that debates do not have a clear winner, as is the case in sports, and that scoring is subjective. In addition, with late 19th-century concerns about the impact of modern life on the human body, athletics offered hope that neither the individual nor the society was coming apart.[35]

In 1909–10, football faced a crisis resulting from the failure of the previous reforms of 1905–06 to solve the problem of serious injuries. There was a mood of alarm and mistrust, and, while the crisis was developing, the presidents of Harvard, Yale, and Princeton developed a project to reform the sport and forestall possible radical changes forced by government upon the sport. President Arthur Hadley of Yale, A. Lawrence Lowell of Harvard, and Woodrow Wilson of Princeton worked to develop moderate changes to reduce injuries. Their attempts, however, were reduced by rebellion against the rules committee and formation of the Intercollegiate Athletic Association. The big three had tried to operate independently of the majority, but changes did reduce injuries.[36]
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 Expansion




Yale expanded gradually, establishing the Yale School of Medicine[image: External link] (1810), Yale Divinity School[image: External link] (1822), Yale Law School[image: External link] (1843), Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences (1847), the Sheffield Scientific School[image: External link] (1847),[37] and the Yale School of Fine Arts[image: External link] (1869). In 1887, as the college continued to grow under the presidency of Timothy Dwight V[image: External link], Yale College was renamed Yale University, with the name Yale College[image: External link] subsequently applied to the undergraduate college. The university would later add the Yale School of Music[image: External link] (1894), the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies[image: External link] (founded by Gifford Pinchot in 1900), the Yale School of Public Health[image: External link] (1915), the Yale School of Nursing[image: External link] (1923), the Yale School of Drama (1955), the Yale Physician Associate Program[image: External link] (1973), and the Yale School of Management (1976). It would also reorganize its relationship with the Sheffield Scientific School.

Expansion caused controversy about Yale's new roles. Noah Porter[image: External link], moral philosopher, was president from 1871 to 1886. During an age of tremendous expansion in higher education, Porter resisted the rise of the new research university, claiming that an eager embrace of its ideals would corrupt undergraduate education. Many of Porter's contemporaries criticized his administration, and historians since have disparaged his leadership. Levesque argues Porter was not a simple-minded reactionary, uncritically committed to tradition, but a principled and selective conservative.[38] He did not endorse everything old or reject everything new; rather, he sought to apply long-established ethical and pedagogical principles to a rapidly changing culture. He may have misunderstood some of the challenges of his time, but he correctly anticipated the enduring tensions that have accompanied the emergence and growth of the modern university.
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 20th century
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 Behavioral sciences




Between 1925 and 1940, philanthropic foundations[image: External link], especially ones connected with the Rockefellers[image: External link], contributed about $7 million to support the Yale Institute of Human Relations and the affiliated Yerkes Laboratories of Primate Biology[image: External link]. The money went toward behavioral science research, which was supported by foundation officers who aimed to "improve mankind" under an informal, loosely defined human engineering effort. The behavioral scientists at Yale, led by President James R. Angell[image: External link] and psychobiologist Robert M. Yerkes[image: External link], tapped into foundation largesse by crafting research programs aimed to investigate, then suggest, ways to control, sexual and social behavior. For example, Yerkes analyzed chimpanzee sexual behavior in hopes of illuminating the evolutionary underpinnings of human development and providing information that could ameliorate dysfunction. Ultimately, the behavioral-science results disappointed foundation officers, who shifted their human-engineering funds toward biological sciences.[39]
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 Biology




Slack (2003) compares three groups that conducted biological research at Yale during overlapping periods between 1910 and 1970. Yale proved important as a site for this research. The leaders of these groups were Ross Granville Harrison[image: External link], Grace E. Pickford[image: External link], and G. Evelyn Hutchinson[image: External link], and their members included both graduate students and more experienced scientists. All produced innovative research, including the opening of new subfields in embryology, endocrinology, and ecology, respectively, over a long period of time. Harrison's group is shown to have been a classic research school; Pickford's and Hutchinson's were not. Pickford's group was successful in spite of her lack of departmental or institutional position or power. Hutchinson and his graduate and postgraduate students were extremely productive, but in diverse areas of ecology rather than one focused area of research or the use of one set of research tools. Hutchinson's example shows that new models for research groups are needed, especially for those that include extensive field research.[40]
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 Medicine




Milton Winternitz led the Yale School of Medicine[image: External link] as its dean from 1920 to 1935. Dedicated to the new scientific medicine established in Germany, he was equally fervent about "social medicine" and the study of humans in their culture and environment. He established the "Yale System" of teaching, with few lectures and fewer exams, and strengthened the full-time faculty system; he also created the graduate-level Yale School of Nursing and the Psychiatry Department, and built numerous new buildings. Progress toward his plans for an Institute of Human Relations, envisioned as a refuge where social scientists would collaborate with biological scientists in a holistic study of humankind, unfortunately lasted for only a few years before the opposition of resentful anti-Semitic colleagues drove him to resign.[41]
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 Faculty




Before World War II, most elite university faculties counted among their numbers few, if any, Jews, blacks, women, or other minorities; Yale was no exception. By 1980, this condition had been altered dramatically, as numerous members of those groups held faculty positions.[42]
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 History and American studies




The American studies program reflected the worldwide anti-Communist ideological struggle. Norman Holmes Pearson[image: External link], who worked for the Office of Strategic Studies in London during World War II, returned to Yale and headed the new American studies program, in which scholarship quickly became an instrument of promoting liberty. Popular among undergraduates, the program sought to instruct them in the fundamentals of American civilization and thereby instill a sense of nationalism and national purpose.[43] Also during the 1940s and 1950s, Wyoming millionaire William Robertson Coe[image: External link] made large contributions to the American studies programs at Yale University and at the University of Wyoming. Coe was concerned to celebrate the 'values' of the Western United States in order to meet the "threat of communism".[44]
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 Women




Women studied at Yale University as early as 1892, in graduate-level programs at the Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[45]

In 1966, Yale began discussions with its sister school[image: External link] Vassar College[image: External link] about merging to foster coeducation at the undergraduate level. Vassar, then all-female and part of the Seven Sisters[image: External link]—elite higher education schools that historically served as sister institutions to the Ivy League[image: External link] when the Ivy League still only admitted men—tentatively accepted, but then declined the invitation. Both schools introduced coeducation independently in 1969.[46] Amy Solomon was the first woman to register as a Yale undergraduate;[47] she was also the first woman at Yale to join an undergraduate society, St. Anthony Hall[image: External link]. The undergraduate class of 1973 was the first class to have women starting from freshman year;[48] at the time, all undergraduate women were housed in Vanderbilt Hall at the south end of Old Campus[image: External link].[49]

A decade into co-education, student assault and harassment by faculty became the impetus for the trailblazing lawsuit Alexander v. Yale[image: External link]. While unsuccessful in the courts, the legal reasoning behind the case changed the landscape of sex discrimination law and resulted in the establishment of Yale's Grievance Board and the Yale Women's Center.[50] In March 2011 a Title IX[image: External link] complaint was filed against Yale by students and recent graduates, including editors of Yale's feminist magazine Broad Recognition[image: External link], alleging that the university had a hostile sexual climate.[51] In response, the university formed a Title IX steering committee to address complaints of sexual misconduct.[52]
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 Class




Yale, like other Ivy League schools, instituted policies in the early 20th century designed to maintain the proportion of white Protestants of notable families in the student body (see numerus clausus[image: External link]), and was one of the last of the Ivies to eliminate such preferences, beginning with the class of 1970.[53]
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 Town–gown relations




Yale has a complicated relationship with its home city; for example, thousands of students volunteer every year in a myriad of community organizations, but city officials, who decry Yale's exemption from local property taxes, have long pressed the university to do more to help. Under President Levin, Yale has financially supported many of New Haven's efforts to reinvigorate the city. Evidence suggests that the town and gown[image: External link] relationships are mutually beneficial. Still, the economic power of the university increased dramatically with its financial success amid a decline in the local economy.[54]
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 21st century




In 2006, Yale and Peking University[image: External link] (PKU) established a Joint Undergraduate Program in Beijing, an exchange program allowing Yale students to spend a semester living and studying with PKU honor students.[55] In July 2012, the Peking University-Yale University Program ended due to weak participation.[55]

In 2007 outgoing Yale President Rick Levin[image: External link] characterized Yale's institutional priorities: "First, among the nation's finest research universities, Yale is distinctively committed to excellence in undergraduate education. Second, in our graduate and professional schools, as well as in Yale College, we are committed to the education of leaders."[56]

President George W. Bush, a Yale alumnus, criticized the university for the snobbery and intellectual arrogance he encountered as a student there.[57][58]

The Boston Globe[image: External link] wrote that "if there's one school that can lay claim to educating the nation's top national leaders over the past three decades, it's Yale".[59] Yale alumni[image: External link] were represented on the Democratic[image: External link] or Republican[image: External link] ticket in every U.S. Presidential election between 1972 and 2004. Yale-educated Presidents since the end of the Vietnam War[image: External link] include Gerald Ford, George H.W. Bush[image: External link], Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush, and major-party nominees during this period include Hillary Clinton[image: External link] (2016), John Kerry (2004), Joseph Lieberman[image: External link] (Vice President, 2000), and Sargent Shriver[image: External link] (Vice President, 1972). Other Yale alumni who made serious bids for the Presidency during this period include Howard Dean[image: External link] (2004), Gary Hart[image: External link] (1984 and 1988), Paul Tsongas[image: External link] (1992), Pat Robertson[image: External link] (1988) and Jerry Brown[image: External link] (1976, 1980, 1992).

Several explanations have been offered for Yale's representation in national elections since the end of the Vietnam War. Various sources note the spirit of campus activism that has existed at Yale since the 1960s, and the intellectual influence of Reverend William Sloane Coffin[image: External link] on many of the future candidates.[60] Yale President Richard Levin attributes the run to Yale's focus on creating "a laboratory for future leaders," an institutional priority that began during the tenure of Yale Presidents Alfred Whitney Griswold[image: External link] and Kingman Brewster[image: External link].[60] Richard H. Brodhead[image: External link], former dean of Yale College and now president of Duke University, stated: "We do give very significant attention to orientation to the community in our admissions, and there is a very strong tradition of volunteerism[image: External link] at Yale."[59] Yale historian Gaddis Smith[image: External link] notes "an ethos of organized activity" at Yale during the 20th century that led John Kerry to lead the Yale Political Union[image: External link]'s Liberal Party, George Pataki[image: External link] the Conservative Party, and Joseph Lieberman to manage the Yale Daily News.[61] Camille Paglia[image: External link] points to a history of networking and elitism: "It has to do with a web of friendships and affiliations built up in school."[62] CNN suggests that George W. Bush benefited from preferential admissions policies for the "son and grandson of alumni", and for a "member of a politically influential family".[63] New York Times[image: External link] correspondent Elisabeth Bumiller[image: External link] and The Atlantic Monthly correspondent James Fallows[image: External link] credit the culture of community and cooperation that exists between students, faculty, and administration, which downplays self-interest and reinforces commitment to others.[64]

During the 1988 presidential election, George H. W. Bush (Yale '48) derided Michael Dukakis[image: External link] for having "foreign-policy views born in Harvard Yard's boutique". When challenged on the distinction between Dukakis' Harvard connection and his own Yale background, he said that, unlike Harvard, Yale's reputation was "so diffuse, there isn't a symbol, I don't think, in the Yale situation, any symbolism in it" and said Yale did not share Harvard's reputation for "liberalism and elitism".[65][66] In 2004 Howard Dean[image: External link] stated, "In some ways, I consider myself separate from the other three (Yale) candidates of 2004. Yale changed so much between the class of '68 and the class of '71. My class was the first class to have women in it; it was the first class to have a significant effort to recruit African Americans. It was an extraordinary time, and in that span of time is the change of an entire generation".[67]

In 2009, former British Prime Minister[image: External link] Tony Blair[image: External link] picked Yale as one location – the others are Britain's Durham University[image: External link] and Universiti Teknologi Mara[image: External link] – for the Tony Blair Faith Foundation[image: External link]'s United States Faith and Globalization Initiative.[68] As of 2009, former Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo[image: External link] is the director of the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization[image: External link] and teaches an undergraduate seminar, "Debating Globalization".[69] As of 2009, former presidential candidate and DNC chair Howard Dean[image: External link] teaches a residential college seminar, "Understanding Politics and Politicians".[70] Also in 2009, an alliance was formed among Yale, University College London[image: External link], and both schools' affiliated hospital complexes to conduct research focused on the direct improvement of patient care—a growing field known as translational medicine. President Richard Levin noted that Yale has hundreds of other partnerships across the world, but "no existing collaboration matches the scale of the new partnership with UCL".[71]

New international Yale initiatives launched included (among many others):


	Jackson Institute for Global Affairs, promoting international education University-wide;

	Global Health Initiative, uniting and expanding global health efforts across campus;

	Yale India Initiative, expanding the study of and engagement with India;

	Yale Center for the Study of Globalization, bridging the gap between academia and the world of public policy; and

	Yale China Law Center, promoting the rule of law in China.

	Yale – Management Guild

	New global research and educational partnerships included (among many others):

	Yale-Universidad de Chile International Program in Astronomy Education and Research;

	Peking-Yale Joint Center for Plant Molecular Genetics and Agrobiology;

	Todai–Yale Initiative for the Study of Japan;

	Fudan-Yale Biomedical Research Center in Shanghai;

	Yale-University College London Collaboration; and

	UNSAAC-Yale Center for the Study of Machu Picchu and Inca Culture in Peru.



The most ambitious international partnership to date is Yale-NUS College[image: External link] in Singapore, a joint effort with the National University of Singapore to create a new liberal arts college in Asia featuring an innovative curriculum that weaves Western and Asian traditions, set to open in August 2013.[72][73][74]
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 Administration and organization
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 Leadership






	School founding



	School
	
Year founded





	Yale College[image: External link]
	
1701





	Yale School of Medicine[image: External link]
	
1810





	Yale Divinity School[image: External link]
	
1822





	Yale Law School[image: External link]
	
1843





	Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link]
	
1847





	
Sheffield Scientific School[image: External link][37]

	
1847





	Yale School of Fine Arts[image: External link]
	
1869





	Yale School of Music[image: External link]
	
1894





	Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies[image: External link]
	
1900





	Yale School of Public Health[image: External link]
	
1915





	Yale School of Architecture[image: External link]
	
1916





	Yale School of Nursing[image: External link]
	
1923





	Yale School of Drama[image: External link]
	
1955





	Yale School of Management[image: External link]
	
1976






The President and Fellows of Yale College[image: External link], also known as the Yale Corporation, is the governing board of the University.

Yale's former president Richard C. Levin[image: External link] was, at the time, one of the highest paid university presidents in the United States with a 2008 salary of $1.5 million.[75]

The Yale Provost's Office has launched several women into prominent university presidencies. In 1977 Hanna Holborn Gray[image: External link] was appointed acting President of Yale from this position, and went on to become President of the University of Chicago[image: External link], the first woman to be full president of a major university. In 1994 Yale Provost Judith Rodin[image: External link] became the first female president of an Ivy League institution at the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link]. In 2002 Provost Alison Richard[image: External link] became the Vice Chancellor of the University of Cambridge[image: External link]. In 2004, Provost Susan Hockfield[image: External link] became the President of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link]. In 2007 Deputy Provost Kim Bottomly was named President of Wellesley College[image: External link]. In 2003, the Dean of the Divinity School, Rebecca Chopp[image: External link], was appointed president of Colgate University and now heads Swarthmore College.

The university has three major academic components: Yale College (the undergraduate program), the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, and the professional schools.[76] In 2008 Provost Andrew Hamilton[image: External link] was confirmed to be the Vice Chancellor of the University of Oxford.[77] Former Dean of Yale College Richard H. Brodhead[image: External link] serves as the President of Duke University.
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 Staff and labor unions




Main article: Federation of Hospital and University Employees[image: External link]


Much of Yale University's staff, including most maintenance staff, dining hall employees, and administrative staff, are unionized[image: External link]. Clerical[image: External link] and technical employees are represented by Local 34 of UNITE HERE[image: External link] and service and maintenance workers by Local 35 of the same international[image: External link]. Together with the Graduate Employees and Students Organization[image: External link] (GESO), an unrecognized union of graduate employees, Locals 34 and 35 make up the Federation of Hospital and University Employees[image: External link]. Also included in FHUE are the dietary workers at Yale–New Haven Hospital[image: External link], who are members of 1199 SEIU[image: External link].[78] In addition to these unions, officers of the Yale University Police Department are members of the Yale Police Benevolent Association, which affiliated in 2005 with the Connecticut Organization for Public Safety Employees.[79] Finally, Yale security officers voted to join the International Union of Security, Police and Fire Professionals of America[image: External link] in fall 2010 after the National Labor Relations Board[image: External link] ruled they could not join AFSCME[image: External link]; the Yale administration contested the election.[80]

Yale has a history of difficult and prolonged labor negotiations, often culminating in strikes.[81] There have been at least eight strikes since 1968, and The New York Times wrote that Yale has a reputation as having the worst record of labor tension of any university in the U.S.[82] Yale's unusually large endowment exacerbates the tension over wages. Moreover, Yale has been accused of failing to treat workers with respect.[83] In a 2003 strike, however, the university claimed that more union employees were working than striking.[84] Professor David Graeber[image: External link] was 'retired' after he came to the defense of a student who was involved in campus labor issues.[85]
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 Campus




Yale's central campus in downtown New Haven[image: External link] covers 260 acres (1.1 km2) and comprises its main, historic campus and a medical campus adjacent to the Yale–New Haven Hospital[image: External link]. In western New Haven, the university holds 500 acres (2.0 km2) of athletic facilities, including the Yale Golf Course[image: External link].[86] In 2008, Yale purchased the 136-acre (0.55 km2) former Bayer Pharmaceutical campus in West Haven, Connecticut[image: External link], the buildings of which are now used as laboratory and research space. Yale also owns seven forests in Connecticut, Vermont, and New Hampshire—the largest of which is the 7,840-acre (31.7 km2) Yale-Myers Forest[image: External link] in Connecticut's Quiet Corner[image: External link]—and nature preserves including Horse Island[image: External link].[87]

Yale is noted for its largely Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] campus[88] as well as for several iconic modern buildings commonly discussed in architectural history survey courses: Louis Kahn[image: External link]'s Yale Art Gallery[89] and Center for British Art, Eero Saarinen[image: External link]'s Ingalls Rink and Ezra Stiles and Morse Colleges, and Paul Rudolph's[image: External link] Art & Architecture Building[image: External link]. Yale also owns and has restored many noteworthy 19th-century mansions along Hillhouse Avenue[image: External link], which was considered the most beautiful street in America by Charles Dickens[image: External link] when he visited the United States in the 1840s. In 2011, Travel+Leisure[image: External link] listed the Yale campus as one of the most beautiful in the United States.[90]

Many of Yale's buildings were constructed in the Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] architecture style from 1917 to 1931, financed largely by Edward S. Harkness[image: External link], including the Yale Drama School[image: External link].[91][92] Stone sculpture built into the walls of the buildings portray contemporary college personalities such as a writer, an athlete, a tea-drinking socialite, and a student who has fallen asleep while reading. Similarly, the decorative friezes[image: External link] on the buildings depict contemporary scenes such as policemen chasing a robber and arresting a prostitute (on the wall of the Law School), or a student relaxing with a mug of beer and a cigarette. The architect, James Gamble Rogers[image: External link], faux-aged these buildings by splashing the walls with acid,[93] deliberately breaking their leaded glass[image: External link] windows and repairing them in the style of the Middle Ages[image: External link], and creating niches for decorative statuary but leaving them empty to simulate loss or theft over the ages. In fact, the buildings merely simulate Middle Ages architecture, for though they appear to be constructed of solid stone blocks in the authentic manner, most actually have steel framing as was commonly used in 1930. One exception is Harkness Tower[image: External link], 216 feet (66 m) tall, which was originally a free-standing stone structure. It was reinforced in 1964 to allow the installation of the Yale Memorial Carillon[image: External link].

Other examples of the Gothic (also called neo-Gothic and collegiate Gothic) style are on Old Campus[image: External link] by such architects as Henry Austin[image: External link], Charles C. Haight[image: External link] and Russell Sturgis[image: External link]. Several are associated with members of the Vanderbilt family[image: External link], including Vanderbilt Hall,[94] Phelps Hall,[95] St. Anthony Hall[image: External link] (a commission for member Frederick William Vanderbilt[image: External link]), the Mason, Sloane and Osborn laboratories, dormitories for the Sheffield Scientific School[image: External link] (the engineering and sciences school at Yale until 1956) and elements of Silliman College[image: External link], the largest residential college.[96]

The oldest building on campus, Connecticut Hall[image: External link] (built in 1750), is in the Georgian style[image: External link]. Georgian-style buildings erected from 1929 to 1933 include Timothy Dwight College[image: External link], Pierson College[image: External link], and Davenport College[image: External link], except the latter's east, York Street façade, which was constructed in the Gothic style[image: External link] so as to co-ordinate with adjacent structures.

The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library[image: External link], designed by Gordon Bunshaft[image: External link] of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill[image: External link], is one of the largest buildings in the world reserved exclusively for the preservation of rare books and manuscripts.[97] It is located near the center of the University in Hewitt Quadrangle[image: External link], which is now more commonly referred to as "Beinecke Plaza[image: External link]".

The library's six-story above-ground tower of book stacks is surrounded by a windowless rectangular building with walls made of translucent Vermont marble, which transmit subdued lighting to the interior and provide protection from direct light, while glowing from within after dark.

The sculptures in the sunken courtyard by Isamu Noguchi[image: External link] are said to represent time (the pyramid), the sun (the circle), and chance (the cube).

Alumnus Eero Saarinen[image: External link], Finnish-American architect of such notable structures as the Gateway Arch[image: External link] in St. Louis, Washington Dulles International Airport[image: External link] main terminal, Bell Labs Holmdel Complex[image: External link] and the CBS Building[image: External link] in Manhattan, designed Ingalls Rink[image: External link] at Yale and the newest residential colleges of Ezra Stiles and Morse. These latter were modelled after the medieval Italian hilltown of San Gimignano[image: External link] – a prototype chosen for the town's pedestrian-friendly milieu and fortress-like stone towers. These tower forms at Yale act in counterpoint to the college's many Gothic spires and Georgian cupolas.[98]

Yale's Office of Sustainability develops and implements sustainability practices at Yale.[99] Yale is committed to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions 10% below 1990 levels by the year 2020. As part of this commitment, the university allocates renewable energy credits to offset some of the energy used by residential colleges.[100] Eleven campus buildings are candidates for LEED design and certification.[101] Yale Sustainable Food Project initiated the introduction of local, organic vegetables, fruits, and beef to all residential college dining halls.[102] Yale was listed as a Campus Sustainability Leader on the Sustainable Endowments Institute's College Sustainability Report Card 2008, and received a "B+" grade overall.[103]


	Grove Street Cemetery, New Haven[image: External link]

	Marsh Botanical Garden[image: External link]

	Yale Sustainable Food Program Farm[image: External link]
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 Notable nonresidential campus buildings




Notable nonresidential campus buildings and landmarks include Battell Chapel[image: External link], Beinecke Rare Book Library[image: External link], Harkness Tower[image: External link], Ingalls Rink[image: External link], Kline Biology Tower, Osborne Memorial Laboratories[image: External link], Payne Whitney Gymnasium[image: External link], Peabody Museum of Natural History[image: External link], Sterling Hall of Medicine, Sterling Law Buildings[image: External link], Sterling Memorial Library[image: External link], Woolsey Hall[image: External link], Yale Center for British Art[image: External link], Yale University Art Gallery[image: External link], Yale Art & Architecture Building[image: External link], and the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art[image: External link] in London.

Yale's secret society buildings (some of which are called "tombs") were built both to be private yet unmistakable. A diversity of architectural styles is represented: Berzelius[image: External link], Donn Barber[image: External link] in an austere cube with classical detailing (erected in 1908 or 1910); Book and Snake[image: External link], Louis R. Metcalfe in a Greek Ionic[image: External link] style (erected in 1901); Elihu[image: External link], architect unknown but built in a Colonial[image: External link] style (constructed on an early 17th-century foundation although the building is from the 18th century); Mace and Chain[image: External link], in a late colonial, early Victorian style[image: External link] (built in 1823). (Interior moulding is said to have belonged to Benedict Arnold[image: External link]);Manuscript Society[image: External link], King Lui-Wu with Dan Kniley responsible for landscaping and Josef Albers[image: External link] for the brickwork intaglio mural. Building constructed in a mid-century modern[image: External link] style; Scroll and Key[image: External link], Richard Morris Hunt[image: External link] in a Moorish- or Islamic-inspired Beaux-Arts style[image: External link] (erected 1869–70); Skull and Bones, possibly Alexander Jackson Davis[image: External link] or Henry Austin[image: External link] in an Egypto-Doric style[image: External link] utilizing Brownstone[image: External link] (in 1856 the first wing was completed, in 1903 the second wing, 1911 the Neo-Gothic[image: External link] towers in rear garden were completed); St. Elmo[image: External link], (former tomb) Kenneth M. Murchison[image: External link], 1912, designs inspired by Elizabethan manor. Current location, brick colonial; and Wolf's Head[image: External link], Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue[image: External link], erected 1923–1924, Collegiate Gothic.
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 Campus safety




Several campus safety strategies have been pioneered at Yale. The first campus police force was founded at Yale in 1894, when the university contracted city police officers to exclusively cover the campus.[104][105] Later hired by the university, the officers were originally brought in to quell unrest between students and city residents and curb destructive student behavior.[106][107] In addition to the Yale Police Department, a variety of safety services are available including blue phones, a safety escort[image: External link], and 24-hour shuttle service.

In the 1970s and 1980s, poverty[image: External link] and violent crime[image: External link] rose in New Haven, dampening Yale's student and faculty recruiting efforts.[108] Between 1990 and 2006, New Haven's crime rate fell by half, helped by a community policing strategy[image: External link] by the New Haven Police[image: External link] and Yale's campus became the safest among the Ivy League and other peer schools.[109] Nonetheless, across the board, the city of New Haven has retained the highest levels of crime of any Ivy League city for more than a decade.[110]

In 2004, the national non-profit watchdog group Security on Campus filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education[image: External link], accusing Yale of under-reporting rape and sexual assaults.[111][112]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Academics
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 Admissions






	Fall Freshman Statistics



	 
	2016[113]
	2015[114]
	2014[115]
	2013[116]



	Applicants
	31,455
	30,236
	30,932
	29,610



	Admits
	1,972
	2,034
	1,950
	2,031



	Admit rate
	6.3%
	6.7%
	6.3%
	6.9%



	Enrolled
	1,373
	1,364
	1,360
	1,359



	SAT range
	N/A
	2140-2390
	2120-2390
	2140-2390



	ACT range
	32-36
	31-35
	31-35
	31-35




Undergraduate admission to Yale College is considered "most selective" by U.S. News[image: External link].[117][118] In 2016, Yale accepted 1,972 students to the Class of 2020 out of 31,455 applicants, for an acceptance rate of 6.27%.[119] 98% of students graduate within six years.[120]

Through its program of need-based financial aid, Yale commits to meet the full demonstrated financial need of all applicants. Most financial aid is in the form of grants and scholarships that do not need to be paid back to the university, and the average need-based aid grant for the Class of 2017 was $46,395.[121] 15% of Yale College students are expected to have no parental contribution, and about 50% receive some form of financial aid.[120][122][123] About 16% of the Class of 2013 had some form of student loan debt at graduation, with an average debt of $13,000 among borrowers.[120]

Half of all Yale undergraduates are women, more than 39% are ethnic minority[image: External link] U.S. citizens (19% are underrepresented minorities), and 10.5% are international students[image: External link].[121] Fifty-five percent attended public schools and 45% attended private, religious, or international schools, and 97% of students were in the top 10% of their high school class.[120] Every year, Yale College also admits a small group of non-traditional students[image: External link] through the Eli Whitney Students Program[image: External link].
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 Collections




Yale University Library[image: External link], which holds over 15 million volumes, is the third-largest university collection in the United States.[8][124] The main library, Sterling Memorial Library[image: External link], contains about 4 million volumes, and other holdings are dispersed at subject libraries.

Rare books are found in several Yale collections. The Beinecke Rare Book Library[image: External link] has a large collection of rare books and manuscripts. The Harvey Cushing/John Hay Whitney Medical Library[image: External link] includes important historical medical texts, including an impressive collection of rare books, as well as historical medical instruments. The Lewis Walpole Library[image: External link] contains the largest collection of 18th‑century British literary works. The Elizabethan Club[image: External link], technically a private organization, makes its Elizabethan folios and first editions available to qualified researchers through Yale.

Yale's museum collections are also of international stature. The Yale University Art Gallery[image: External link], the country's first university-affiliated art museum, contains more than 180,000 works, including Old Masters and important collections of modern art, in the Swartout and Kahn buildings. The latter, Louis Kahn[image: External link]'s first large-scale American work (1953), was renovated and reopened in December 2006. The Yale Center for British Art[image: External link], the largest collection of British art outside of the UK, grew from a gift of Paul Mellon[image: External link] and is housed in another Kahn-designed building.

The Peabody Museum of Natural History[image: External link] in New Haven is used by school children and contains research collections in anthropology, archaeology, and the natural environment. The Yale University Collection of Musical Instruments[image: External link], affiliated with the Yale School of Music, is perhaps the least-known of Yale's collections, because its hours of opening are restricted.

The museums also house the artifacts brought to the United States from Peru[image: External link] by Yale history professor Hiram Bingham[image: External link] in his expedition to Machu Picchu[image: External link] in 1912 – when the removal of such artifacts was legal. Peru would now like to have the items returned; Yale has so far declined.[125] In November 2010, a Yale University representative agreed to return the artifacts to a Peruvian university.[126]
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 Rankings




The U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] ranked Yale 3rd among U.S. national universities for 2016,[117] as it has for each of the past sixteen years, in every list trailing only Princeton and Harvard.

In the international sphere, it was ranked 11th in the 2016 Academic Ranking of World Universities[image: External link], 10th in the 2016-17 Nature Index[136] for quality of scientific research output, and 10th in the 2016 CWUR World University Rankings[137]. The university was also ranked 6th in the 2016 Times Higher Education (THE) Global University Employability Rankings[138] and 8th in the THE Academic World Reputation Rankings[139].
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 Faculty, research, and intellectual traditions




Yale's faculty include 61 members of the National Academy of Sciences[image: External link],[140] 7 members of the National Academy of Engineering[image: External link][141] and 49 members of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. The college is, after normalization for institution size, the tenth-largest baccalaureate source of doctoral degree[image: External link] recipients in the United States, and the largest such source within the Ivy League.[142]

Yale's English and Comparative Literature departments were part of the New Criticism[image: External link] movement. Of the New Critics, Robert Penn Warren[image: External link], W.K. Wimsatt[image: External link], and Cleanth Brooks[image: External link] were all Yale faculty. Later, the Yale Comparative literature department became a center of American deconstruction[image: External link]. Jacques Derrida[image: External link], the father of deconstruction, taught at the Department of Comparative Literature from the late seventies to mid-1980s. Several other Yale faculty members were also associated with deconstruction, forming the so-called "Yale School[image: External link]". These included Paul de Man[image: External link] who taught in the Departments of Comparative Literature and French, J. Hillis Miller[image: External link], Geoffrey Hartman[image: External link] (both taught in the Departments of English and Comparative Literature), and Harold Bloom[image: External link] (English), whose theoretical position was always somewhat specific, and who ultimately took a very different path from the rest of this group. Yale's history department has also originated important intellectual trends. Historians C. Vann Woodward[image: External link] and David Brion Davis[image: External link] are credited with beginning in the 1960s and 1970s an important stream of southern[image: External link] historians; likewise, David Montgomery[image: External link], a labor historian, advised many of the current generation of labor historians in the country. Yale's Music School and Department fostered the growth of Music Theory in the latter half of the 20th century. The Journal of Music Theory was founded there in 1957; Allen Forte[image: External link] and David Lewin[image: External link] were influential teachers and scholars.

Since summer 2010, Yale has also been host to Yale Publishing Course[image: External link].
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 Campus life




Yale is a medium-sized research university, most of whose students are in the graduate[image: External link] and professional[image: External link] schools. Undergraduates[image: External link], or Yale College[image: External link] students, come from a variety of ethnic, national, and socioeconomic backgrounds. Of the 2010–2011 freshman class, 10% are non‑U.S. citizens, while 54% went to public high schools.[143]
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 Residential colleges




Main article: Residential colleges of Yale University[image: External link]


Yale's residential college[image: External link] system was established in 1933 by Edward S. Harkness[image: External link], who admired the social intimacy of Oxford and Cambridge and donated significant funds to found similar colleges[image: External link] at Yale and Harvard. Though Yale's colleges resemble their English precursors organizationally and architecturally, they are dependent entities[image: External link] of Yale College and have limited autonomy. The colleges are led by a head and an academic dean, who reside in the college, and university faculty and affiliates comprise each college's fellowship. Colleges offer their own seminars, social events, and speaking engagements known as "Master's Teas," but do not contain programs of study or academic departments. Instead, all undergraduate courses are taught by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and are open to members of any college.

All undergraduates are members of a college, to which they are assigned before their freshman year, and 85 percent live in the college quadrangle or a college-affiliated dormitory.[144] While the majority of upperclassman live in the colleges, most on-campus freshmen live on the Old Campus[image: External link], the university's oldest precinct.

While Harkness' original colleges were Georgian Revival[image: External link] or Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] in style, two colleges constructed in the 1960s, Morse[image: External link] and Ezra Stiles[image: External link] Colleges, have modernist designs. All twelve college quadrangles are organized around a courtyard, and each has a dining hall, courtyard, library, common room, and a range of student facilities. The twelve colleges are named for important alumni or significant places in university history. In 2017, the university expects to open two new colleges near Science Hill[image: External link].[145]
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 Calhoun College




Since the 1960s, John C. Calhoun[image: External link]'s white supremacist[image: External link] beliefs and pro-slavery leadership[146][147][148][149] had prompted calls to rename the college or remove its tributes to Calhoun. The racially-motivated church shooting[image: External link] in Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link], led to renewed calls in the summer of 2015 for Calhoun College[image: External link], one of 12 residential colleges, to be renamed. In July 2015 students signed a petition calling for the name change.[147] They argued in the petition that—while Calhoun was respected in the 19th century as an "extraordinary American statesman"—he was "one of the most prolific defenders of slavery and white supremacy" in the history of the United States.[147][148] In August 2015 Yale President Peter Salovey addressed the Freshman Class of 2019 in which he responded to the racial tensions but explained why the college would not be renamed.[149] He described Calhoun as "a notable political theorist, a vice president to two different U.S. presidents, a secretary of war and of state, and a congressman and senator representing South Carolina".[149] He acknowledged that Calhoun also "believed that the highest forms of civilization depend on involuntary servitude. Not only that, but he also believed that the races he thought to be inferior, black people in particular, ought to be subjected to it for the sake of their own best interests."[146] Student activism about this issue increased in the fall of 2015, and included further protests sparked by controversy surrounding administrators' advice encouraging culturally-sensitive Halloween costumes[image: External link].[150] Campus-wide discussions expanded to include critical discussion of the experiences of women of color on campus, and the realities of racism in undergraduate life.[151] The protests were sensationalized by the media and led to the labelling of some students as being members of Generation Snowflake[image: External link].[152]

In April 2016 Salovey announced that "despite decades of vigorous alumni and student protests," Calhoun's name will remain on the Yale residential college[153] explaining that it is preferable for Yale students to live in Calhoun's "shadow" so they will be "better prepared to rise to the challenges of the present and the future". He claimed that if they removed Calhoun's name, it would "obscure" his "legacy of slavery rather than addressing it".[153] "Yale is part of that history" and "We cannot erase American history, but we can confront it, teach it and learn from it." One change that will be issued is the title of "master" for faculty members who serve as residential college leaders will be renamed to "head of college" due to its connotation of slavery.[154]

However, in February 2017, Salovey announced that Calhoun College would be renamed for Grace Murray Hopper[image: External link].[155]
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 Student organizations




In 2014, Yale had 385 registered student organizations, plus an additional one hundred groups in the process of registration.[156]

The university hosts a variety of student journals, magazines, and newspapers. Established in 1872, The Yale Record[image: External link] is the world's oldest humor magazine[image: External link]. Newspapers include the Yale Daily News, which was first published in 1878, and the weekly Yale Herald[image: External link], which was first published in 1986. Dwight Hall, an independent, non-profit community service organization, oversees more than 2,000 Yale undergraduates working on more than 70 community service initiatives in New Haven. The Yale College Council runs several agencies that oversee campus wide activities and student services. The Yale Dramatic Association[image: External link] and Bulldog Productions cater to the theater and film communities, respectively. In addition, the Yale Drama Coalition[157] serves to coordinate between and provide resources for the various Sudler Fund sponsored theater productions which run each weekend. WYBC Yale Radio[158] is the campus's radio station, owned and operated by students. While students used to broadcast on AM & FM frequencies, they now have an Internet-only stream.

The Yale College Council[image: External link] (YCC) serves as the campus's undergraduate student government. All registered student organizations are regulated and funded by a subsidiary organization of the YCC, known as the Undergraduate Organizations Committee (UOC). The Graduate and Professional Student Senate (GPSS) serves as Yale's graduate and professional student government.

The Yale Political Union[image: External link] is advised by alumni political leaders such as John Kerry and George Pataki[image: External link]. The Yale International Relations Association[image: External link] functions as the umbrella organization for the top-ranked Model UN team.

The campus includes several fraternities and sororities[image: External link]. The campus features at least 18 a cappella[image: External link] groups, the most famous of which is The Whiffenpoofs[image: External link], who are unusual among college singing groups in being made up solely of senior men.

Yale's secret societies[image: External link] include Skull and Bones, Scroll and Key[image: External link], Wolf's Head[image: External link], Book and Snake[image: External link], Elihu[image: External link], Berzelius[image: External link], St. Elmo[image: External link], Manuscript[image: External link], Shabtai[image: External link], Myth and Sword[image: External link], Mace and Chain[image: External link] and Sage and Chalice[image: External link]. The two oldest existing honor societies are the Aurelian[image: External link] (1910) and the Torch Honor Society (1916).[159]

The Elizabethan Club[image: External link], a social club, has a membership of undergraduates, graduates, faculty and staff with literary or artistic interests. Membership is by invitation. Members and their guests may enter the "Lizzie's" premises for conversation and tea. The club owns first editions of a Shakespeare Folio, several Shakespeare Quartos, a first edition of Milton's Paradise Lost[image: External link], among other important literary texts.
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 Traditions




Yale seniors at graduation smash clay pipes underfoot to symbolize passage from their "bright college years[image: External link]," though in recent history the pipes have been replaced with "bubble pipes".[160][161] ("Bright College Years," the University's alma mater, was penned in 1881 by Henry Durand[image: External link], Class of 1881, to the tune of Die Wacht am Rhein[image: External link].) Yale's student tour guides tell visitors that students consider it good luck to rub the toe of the statue of Theodore Dwight Woolsey[image: External link] on Old Campus. Actual students rarely do so.[162] In the second half of the 20th century Bladderball[image: External link], a campus-wide game played with a large inflatable ball, became a popular tradition but was banned by administration due to safety concerns. In spite of administration opposition, students revived the game in 2009, 2011, and 2014, but its future remains uncertain.[163][164]
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 Athletics




Main article: Yale Bulldogs[image: External link]


Yale supports 35 varsity athletic teams that compete in the Ivy League[image: External link] Conference, the Eastern College Athletic Conference[image: External link], the New England Intercollegiate Sailing Association[image: External link]. Yale athletic teams compete intercollegiately at the NCAA[image: External link] Division I level. Like other members of the Ivy League, Yale does not offer athletic scholarships.

Yale has numerous athletic facilities, including the Yale Bowl[image: External link] (the nation's first natural "bowl" stadium, and prototype for such stadiums as the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] and the Rose Bowl[image: External link]), located at The Walter Camp[image: External link] Field athletic complex, and the Payne Whitney Gymnasium[image: External link], the second-largest indoor athletic complex in the world.[165]

In 2016, the men's basketball team won the Ivy League Championship title for the first time in 54 years, earning a spot in the NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Tournament[image: External link]. In the first round of the tournament, the Bulldogs beat the Baylor Bears 79-75 in the school's first-ever tournament win.[166]

October 21, 2000, marked the dedication of Yale's fourth new boathouse in 157 years of collegiate rowing. The Gilder Boathouse[image: External link] is named to honor former Olympic rower Virginia Gilder '79 and her father Richard Gilder '54, who gave $4 million towards the $7.5 million project. Yale also maintains the Gales Ferry[image: External link] site where the heavyweight men's team trains for the Yale-Harvard Boat Race[image: External link].

Yale crew is the oldest collegiate athletic team in America, and won Olympic Games[image: External link] Gold Medal[image: External link] for men's eights in 1924 and 1956. The Yale Corinthian Yacht Club[image: External link], founded in 1881, is the oldest collegiate sailing[image: External link] club in the world.

In 1896, Yale and Johns Hopkins[image: External link] played the first known ice hockey[image: External link] game in the United States. Since 2006, the school's ice hockey clubs have played a commemorative game.[167]

For kicks, between 1954 and 1982, residential college teams and student organizations played bladderball[image: External link].[168]

Yale students claim to have invented Frisbee[image: External link], by tossing empty Frisbie Pie Company[image: External link] tins.[169][170]

Yale athletics are supported by the Yale Precision Marching Band[image: External link]. "Precision" is used here ironically; the band is a scatter-style band that runs wildly between formations rather than actually marching.[171] The band attends every home football game and many away, as well as most hockey and basketball games throughout the winter.

Yale intramural sports are also a significant aspect of student life. Students compete for their respective residential colleges, fostering a friendly rivalry. The year is divided into fall, winter, and spring seasons, each of which includes about ten different sports. About half the sports are coeducational. At the end of the year, the residential college with the most points (not all sports count equally) wins the Tyng Cup.
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 Song




Notable among the songs commonly played and sung at events such as commencement[image: External link], convocation[image: External link], alumni gatherings, and athletic games are the alma mater, "Bright College Years[image: External link]", and the Yale fight song[image: External link], "Down the Field".

Two other fight songs, "Bulldog, Bulldog" and "Bingo Eli Yale", written by Cole Porter[image: External link] during his undergraduate days, are still sung at football games. Another fight song sung at games is "Boola Boola[image: External link]". According to "College Fight Songs: An Annotated Anthology" published in 1998, "Down the Field" ranks as the fourth-greatest fight song of all time.[172]
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 Mascot




The school mascot is "Handsome Dan[image: External link]," the Yale bulldog[image: External link], and the Yale fight song[image: External link] (written by Cole Porter[image: External link] while he was a student at Yale) contains the refrain[image: External link], "Bulldog, bulldog, bow wow wow". The school color, since 1894, is Yale Blue[image: External link].[173] Yale's Handsome Dan[image: External link] is believed to be the first college mascot[image: External link] in America, having been established in 1889.[174]
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 Notable people
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 Benefactors




Yale has had many financial supporters, but some stand out by the magnitude or timeliness of their contributions. Among those who have made large donations commemorated at the university are: Elihu Yale[image: External link]; Jeremiah Dummer[image: External link]; the Harkness[image: External link] family ( Edward[image: External link], Anna[image: External link], and William[image: External link]); the Beinecke[image: External link] family (Edwin, Frederick, and Walter); John William Sterling[image: External link]; Payne Whitney[image: External link]; Joseph Earl Sheffield[image: External link], Paul Mellon[image: External link], Charles B. G. Murphy[image: External link] and William K. Lanman[image: External link]. The Yale Class of 1954, led by Richard Gilder[image: External link], donated $70 million in commemoration of their 50th reunion.[175] Charles B. Johnson[image: External link], a 1954 graduate of Yale College, pledged a $250 million gift in 2013 to support the construction of two new residential colleges.[176] The colleges have been named respectively in honor of Pauli Murray[image: External link] and Benjamin Franklin[image: External link]. A $100 million contribution[177] by Stephen Adams[image: External link] enabled the Yale School of Music[image: External link] to become tuition-free and the Adams Center for Musical Arts to be built.
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 Notable alumni and faculty




Further information: List of Yale University people[image: External link] and List of Yale Law School alumni[image: External link]


Yale has produced alumni distinguished in their respective fields. This includes U.S. Presidents William Howard Taft, Gerald Ford, George H.W. Bush[image: External link], Bill Clinton and George W. Bush;[178] heads of state, including Italian prime minister Mario Monti[image: External link], Turkish prime minister Tansu Çiller[image: External link], Mexican president Ernesto Zedillo[image: External link], German president Karl Carstens[image: External link], and Philippines president José Paciano Laurel[image: External link]; U.S. Supreme Court Justices Taft, Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link], Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas[image: External link]; U.S. Secretaries of State John Kerry, Hillary Clinton[image: External link], Cyrus Vance[image: External link], and Dean Acheson[image: External link];[179] U.S. Secretaries of the Treasury Oliver Wolcott[image: External link], Robert Rubin[image: External link], Nicholas F. Brady[image: External link], and Steven Mnuchin[image: External link]; and United States Attorneys General Nicholas Katzenbach[image: External link], John Ashcroft, and Edward H. Levi[image: External link]. Confederate States Secretary of State, Secretary of War, and Attorney General; Judah P. Benjamin[image: External link].

Many royals have attended, among them: Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden[image: External link],[180] Prince Rostislav Romanov[image: External link] and Prince Akiiki Hosea Nyabongo[image: External link];

In the arts, Yale alumni include authors Sinclair Lewis[image: External link], Stephen Vincent Benét[image: External link], John Hersey[image: External link], Thornton Wilder[image: External link], Doug Wright[image: External link], William Matthews[image: External link], and Tom Wolfe[image: External link]; actors, directors and producers Paul Newman[image: External link], Henry Winkler[image: External link], Vincent Price[image: External link], Meryl Streep[image: External link],[181] Sigourney Weaver[image: External link], Jodie Foster[image: External link], Angela Bassett[image: External link], Elia Kazan[image: External link], George Roy Hill[image: External link], Douglas Wick[image: External link], Edward Norton[image: External link], Lupita Nyong'o[image: External link], James Whitmore[image: External link], Oliver Stone[image: External link], Brian Dennehy[image: External link], and Sam Waterston[image: External link]; composers Charles Ives[image: External link], Douglas Moore[image: External link] and Cole Porter[image: External link]; fine art photography popularizer Sam Wagstaff[image: External link]; sculptor Richard Serra[image: External link]; and entertainer Rudy Vallee[image: External link].

In business, Time Magazine[image: External link] co-founder Henry Luce[image: External link],[182] Morgan Stanley[image: External link] founder Harold Stanley[image: External link], Blackstone Group[image: External link] founder Stephen A. Schwarzman[image: External link],[183] Boeing[image: External link] and United Airlines[image: External link] founder William Boeing[image: External link], FedEx[image: External link] founder Frederick W. Smith[image: External link], chairman and CEO of Sears Holdings[image: External link] Edward Lampert[image: External link], Time Warner[image: External link] president Jeffrey Bewkes[image: External link], Electronic Arts[image: External link] co-founder Bing Gordon[image: External link], PepsiCo[image: External link] CEO Indra Nooyi[image: External link], Pinterest[image: External link] co-founder and CEO Ben Silbermann[image: External link], sports agent Donald Dell[image: External link], and investor/philanthropist Sir John Templeton[image: External link] all hail from Yale.

In academia, distinguished Yale graduates and faculty have included literary critic and historian Henry Louis Gates[image: External link], economists Irving Fischer[image: External link], Mahbub ul Haq[image: External link], and Paul Krugman[image: External link]; Nobel laureates in Physics, Ernest Lawrence[image: External link] and Murray Gell-Mann[image: External link]; Fields Medalist John G. Thompson[image: External link]; Human Genome Project director Francis S. Collins[image: External link]; "father of biochemistry[image: External link]" Russell Henry Chittenden[image: External link]; neurosurgeon Harvey Cushing[image: External link]; pioneering computer scientist Grace Hopper[image: External link]; chairman of Cal Tech[image: External link]'s Jet Propulsion Laboratory[image: External link] Committee Clark Blanchard Millikan[image: External link]; education philosopher Robert Maynard Hutchins[image: External link]; pioneer in fractal geometry Benoit Mandelbrot[image: External link]; and mathematician/chemist Josiah Willard Gibbs[image: External link].

Former Yale students in the sporting arena include "The perfect oarsman" Rusty Wailes[image: External link]; runner Frank Shorter[image: External link]; baseball[image: External link] executives Theo Epstein[image: External link] and George Weiss[image: External link], and baseball players Ron Darling[image: External link], Bill Hutchinson[image: External link], and Craig Breslow[image: External link]; basketball player Chris Dudley[image: External link]; football players Dick Jauron[image: External link], Kenny Hill[image: External link], Calvin Hill[image: External link], Gary Fencik[image: External link], Chuck Mercein[image: External link], Amos Alonzo Stagg[image: External link], and "Father of American Football[image: External link]" Walter Camp[image: External link]; nine-time U.S. Squash[image: External link] men's champion Julian Illingworth[image: External link]; ice hockey player Chris Higgins[image: External link]; figure skater Sarah Hughes[image: External link]; and swimmer Don Schollander[image: External link].

Yale also counts among its former students Secretary of State, Secretary of War[image: External link] and U.S. Senator John C. Calhoun[image: External link];[184] Peace Corps[image: External link] founder Sargent Shriver[image: External link]; child psychologist Benjamin Spock[image: External link]; architects Maya Lin[image: External link], Eero Saarinen[image: External link] and Norman Foster[image: External link]; television personalities Stone Phillips[image: External link], Dick Cavett[image: External link] and Anderson Cooper[image: External link]; pundits Garry Trudeau[image: External link], William F. Buckley, Jr.[image: External link] and Fareed Zakaria[image: External link]; pioneer in electrical applications Austin Cornelius Dunham[image: External link]; inventors Samuel F.B. Morse[image: External link], Eli Whitney[image: External link], and John B. Goodenough[image: External link]; patriot and "first spy" Nathan Hale[image: External link]; lexicographer Noah Webster[image: External link]; and theologians Jonathan Edwards[image: External link] and Reinhold Niebuhr[image: External link].
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 Yale in fiction and popular culture




Further information: List of Yale University people[image: External link] and Yale in popular culture[image: External link]


Yale University, one of the oldest universities in the United States, is a cultural referent as an institution that produces some of the most elite members of society[185] and its grounds, alumni, and students have been prominently portrayed in fiction and U.S. popular culture. For example, Owen Johnson[image: External link]'s novel, Stover at Yale, follows the college career of Dink Stover[186] and Frank Merriwell[image: External link], the model for all later juvenile sports fiction, plays football, baseball, crew, and track at Yale while solving mysteries and righting wrongs.[187][188] Yale University also is featured in F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel "The Great Gatsby[image: External link]". The narrator, Nick Carraway, wrote a series of editorials for the Yale News, and Tom Buchanan was "one of the most powerful ends[image: External link] that ever played football" for Yale.
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Harvard University






"Harvard" redirects here. For other uses, see Harvard (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Harvard University is a private Ivy League[image: External link] research university[image: External link] in Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link], established in 1636, whose history, influence, and wealth have made it one of the world's most prestigious universities.[7]

Established originally by the Massachusetts legislature[image: External link] and soon thereafter named for John Harvard[image: External link] (its first benefactor), Harvard is the United States' oldest institution of higher learning[image: External link],[8] and the Harvard Corporation[image: External link] (formally, the President and Fellows of Harvard College) is its first chartered corporation[image: External link]. Although never formally affiliated with any denomination[image: External link], the early College primarily trained Congregationalist[image: External link] and Unitarian[image: External link] clergy. Its curriculum and student body were gradually secularized during the 18th century, and by the 19th century Harvard had emerged as the central cultural establishment among Boston elites[image: External link].[9][10] Following the American Civil War[image: External link], President Charles W. Eliot[image: External link]'s long tenure (1869–1909) transformed the college and affiliated professional schools into a modern research university[image: External link]; Harvard was a founding member of the Association of American Universities[image: External link] in 1900.[11] James Bryant Conant[image: External link] led the university through the Great Depression and World War II and began to reform the curriculum and liberalize admissions after the war. The undergraduate college became coeducational after its 1977 merger with Radcliffe College[image: External link].

The university is organized into eleven separate academic units—ten faculties and the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study[image: External link]—with campuses throughout the Boston metropolitan area:[12] its 209-acre (85 ha) main campus is centered on Harvard Yard[image: External link] in Cambridge, approximately 3 miles (5 km) northwest of Boston; the business school and athletics facilities, including Harvard Stadium[image: External link], are located across the Charles River[image: External link] in the Allston[image: External link] neighborhood of Boston and the medical[image: External link], dental[image: External link], and public health[image: External link] schools are in the Longwood Medical Area[image: External link].[13] Harvard's $34.5 billion financial endowment[image: External link] is the largest of any academic institution[image: External link].[6]

Harvard is a large, highly residential research university.[14] The nominal cost of attendance is high, but the university's large endowment allows it to offer generous financial aid packages.[15] It operates several arts, cultural, and scientific museums, alongside the Harvard Library[image: External link], which is the world's largest academic and private library system, comprising 79 individual libraries with over 18 million volumes.[16][17][18] Harvard's alumni include eight U.S. presidents[image: External link], several foreign heads of state, 62 living billionaires[image: External link], 359 Rhodes Scholars[image: External link], and 242 Marshall Scholars[image: External link].[19][20][21] To date, some 130 Nobel laureates[image: External link], 18 Fields Medalists[image: External link], and 13 Turing Award winners[image: External link] have been affiliated as students, faculty, or staff.[22]
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 History




Main article: History of Harvard University[image: External link]
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 Colonial




Harvard was established in 1636 by vote of the Great and General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link]. In 1638, it obtained British North America's first known printing press.[23][24] In 1639 it was named Harvard College[image: External link] after deceased clergyman John Harvard[image: External link] an alumnus of the University of Cambridge[image: External link] who had left the school £[image: External link]779 and his scholar's library of some 400 volumes.[25] The charter creating the Harvard Corporation[image: External link] was granted in 1650.

A 1643 publication gave the school's purpose as "to advance learning and perpetuate it to posterity, dreading to leave an illiterate ministry to the churches when our present ministers shall lie in the dust";[26] in its early years trained many Puritan ministers.[27] It offered a classic curriculum on the English university model‍—‌many leaders in the colony had attended the University of Cambridge[image: External link]‍—‌but conformed to the tenets of Puritanism[image: External link]. It was never affiliated with any particular denomination, but many of its earliest graduates went on to become clergymen in Congregational and Unitarian churches.[28]

The leading Boston divine Increase Mather[image: External link] served as president from 1685 to 1701. In 1708, John Leverett[image: External link] became the first president who was not also a clergyman, marking a turning of the college from Puritanism and toward intellectual independence.
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 19th century




Throughout the 18th century, Enlightenment[image: External link] ideas of the power of reason and free will became widespread among Congregationalist[image: External link] ministers, putting those ministers and their congregations in tension with more traditionalist, Calvinist[image: External link] parties.[29]:1–4 When the Hollis Professor of Divinity[image: External link] David Tappan died in 1803 and the president of Harvard Joseph Willard died a year later, in 1804, a struggle broke out over their replacements. Henry Ware[image: External link] was elected to the chair in 1805, and the liberal Samuel Webber[image: External link] was appointed to the presidency of Harvard two years later, which signaled the changing of the tide from the dominance of traditional ideas at Harvard to the dominance of liberal, Arminian[image: External link] ideas (defined by traditionalists as Unitarian[image: External link] ideas).[29]:4–5[30]:24

In 1846, the natural history lectures of Louis Agassiz[image: External link] were acclaimed both in New York and on the campus at Harvard College. Agassiz's approach was distinctly idealist and posited Americans' "participation in the Divine Nature" and the possibility of understanding "intellectual existences". Agassiz's perspective on science combined observation with intuition and the assumption that a person can grasp the "divine plan" in all phenomena. When it came to explaining life-forms, Agassiz resorted to matters of shape based on a presumed archetype for his evidence. This dual view of knowledge was in concert with the teachings of Common Sense Realism[image: External link] derived from Scottish philosophers Thomas Reid[image: External link] and Dugald Stewart[image: External link], whose works were part of the Harvard curriculum at the time. The popularity of Agassiz's efforts to "soar with Plato" probably also derived from other writings to which Harvard students were exposed, including Platonic treatises by Ralph Cudworth[image: External link], John Norris[image: External link] and, in a Romantic vein, Samuel Taylor Coleridge[image: External link]. The library records at Harvard reveal that the writings of Plato and his early modern and Romantic followers were almost as regularly read during the 19th century as those of the "official philosophy" of the more empirical and more deistic Scottish school.[31]

Charles W. Eliot[image: External link], president 1869–1909, eliminated the favored position of Christianity from the curriculum while opening it to student self-direction. While Eliot was the most crucial figure in the secularization of American higher education, he was motivated not by a desire to secularize education, but by Transcendentalist[image: External link] Unitarian[image: External link] convictions. Derived from William Ellery Channing[image: External link] and Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], these convictions were focused on the dignity and worth of human nature, the right and ability of each person to perceive truth, and the indwelling God in each person.[32]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 20th century




During the 20th century, Harvard's international reputation grew as a burgeoning endowment and prominent professors expanded the university's scope. Rapid enrollment growth continued as new graduate schools were begun and the undergraduate College expanded. Radcliffe College[image: External link], established in 1879 as sister school of Harvard College, became one of the most prominent schools for women in the United States. Harvard became a founding member of the Association of American Universities[image: External link] in 1900.[11]

In the early 20th century, the student body was predominately "old-stock, high-status Protestants, especially Episcopalians, Congregationalists, and Presbyterians"—a group later called "WASPs" (White Anglo-Saxon Protestants[image: External link]). By the 1970s it was much more diversified.[34]

James Bryant Conant[image: External link] (president, 1933–1953) reinvigorated creative scholarship to guarantee its preeminence among research institutions. He saw higher education as a vehicle of opportunity for the talented rather than an entitlement for the wealthy, so Conant devised programs to identify, recruit, and support talented youth. In 1943, he asked the faculty make a definitive statement about what general education ought to be, at the secondary as well as the college level. The resulting Report, published in 1945, was one of the most influential manifestos in the history of American education in the 20th century.[35]

In 1945–1960 admissions policies were opened up to bring in students from a more diverse applicant pool. No longer drawing mostly from rich alumni of select New England prep schools, the undergraduate college was now open to striving middle class students from public schools; many more Jews and Catholics were admitted, but few blacks, Hispanics or Asians.[36]

Harvard graduate schools began admitting women in small numbers in the late 19th century, and during World War II, students at Radcliffe College[image: External link] (which since 1879 had been paying Harvard professors to repeat their lectures for women students) began attending Harvard classes alongside men,[37] The first class of women was admitted to Harvard Medical School[image: External link] in 1945.[38] Since the 1970s Harvard has been responsible for essentially all aspects of admission, instruction, and undergraduate life for women, and Radcliffe was formally merged into Harvard in 1999.[39]
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 21st century




Drew Gilpin Faust[image: External link], the Dean at Radcliffe, became the first female president of Harvard in 2007.[40][41]
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 Cambridge




Harvard's 209-acre (85 ha) main campus is centered on Harvard Yard[image: External link] in Cambridge, about 3 miles (5 km) west-northwest of downtown Boston, and extends into the surrounding Harvard Square[image: External link] neighborhood. Harvard Yard itself contains the central administrative offices and main libraries of the university[image: External link], academic buildings including Sever Hall[image: External link] and University Hall[image: External link], Memorial Church, and the majority of the freshman dormitories[image: External link]. Sophomore, junior, and senior undergraduates live in twelve residential Houses[image: External link], nine of which are south of Harvard Yard along or near the Charles River[image: External link]. The other three are located in a residential neighborhood half a mile northwest of the Yard at the Quadrangle[image: External link] (commonly referred to as the Quad), which formerly housed Radcliffe College[image: External link] students until Radcliffe merged its residential system with Harvard. Each residential house contains rooms for undergraduates, House masters, and resident tutors, as well as a dining hall and library. The facilities were made possible by a gift from Yale University alumnus Edward Harkness[image: External link].[42]

Radcliffe Yard, formerly the center of the campus of Radcliffe College and now home of the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard[image: External link],[43] is adjacent to the Graduate School of Education and the Cambridge Common[image: External link].

Between 2011 and 2013, Harvard University reported crime statistics for its main Cambridge campus that included 104 forcible sex offenses, 55 robberies, 83 aggravated assaults, 89 burglaries, and 43 cases of motor vehicle theft.[44]

Harvard also has commercial real estate holdings in Cambridge and Allston, on which it pays property taxes.[45] This includes the Allston Doubletree Hotel[image: External link], The Inn at Harvard, and the Harvard Square Hotel.[46]
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 Allston




Main article: Harvard University's expansion in Allston, Massachusetts[image: External link]


The Harvard Business School and many of the university's athletics facilities, including Harvard Stadium[image: External link], are located on a 358-acre (145 ha) campus in Allston[image: External link],[47] a Boston neighborhood across the Charles River from the Cambridge campus. The John W. Weeks Bridge[image: External link], a pedestrian bridge over the Charles River[image: External link], connects the two campuses. Intending a major expansion, Harvard now owns more land in Allston than it does in Cambridge.[48] A ten-year plan[49] calls for 1.4 million square feet (130,000 square meters) of new construction and 500,000 square feet (50,000 square meters) of renovations, including new and renovated buildings at Harvard Business School; a hotel and conference center; a multipurpose institutional building; renovations to graduate student housing and to Harvard Stadium[image: External link]; new athletic facilities; new laboratories and classrooms for the John A. Paulson School of Engineering and Applied Sciences[image: External link]; expansion of the Harvard Education Portal; and a district energy[image: External link] facility.
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 Longwood




Main article: Longwood Medical and Academic Area[image: External link]


Further south, the Harvard Medical School[image: External link], Harvard School of Dental Medicine[image: External link], and the Harvard School of Public Health[image: External link] are located on a 21-acre (8.5 ha) campus in the Longwood Medical and Academic Area about 3.3 miles (5.3 km) south of the Cambridge campus, and the same distance southwest of downtown Boston.[13] The Arnold Arboretum[image: External link], in the Jamaica Plain[image: External link] neighborhood of Boston, is also owned and operated by Harvard.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other




Harvard also owns and operates the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection[image: External link], in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]; the Harvard Forest[image: External link] in Petersham, Massachusetts[image: External link]; the Concord Field Station in Estabrook Woods[image: External link] in Concord, Massachusetts[image: External link][50] and the Villa I Tatti[image: External link] research center[51] in Florence[image: External link], Italy. Harvard also operates the Harvard Shanghai Center in China.[52]
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 Organization and administration
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 Governance






	College/school
	Year founded



	Harvard College[image: External link]
	1636



	Medicine[image: External link]
	1782



	Divinity[image: External link]
	1816



	Law[image: External link]
	1817



	Dental Medicine[image: External link]
	1867



	Arts and Sciences[image: External link]
	1872



	Business
	1908



	Extension[image: External link]
	1910



	Design[image: External link]
	1914



	Education
	1920



	Public Health[image: External link]
	1922



	Government[image: External link]
	1936



	Engineering and Applied Sciences[image: External link]
	2007




Harvard is governed by a combination of its Board of Overseers[image: External link] and the President and Fellows of Harvard College[image: External link] (also known as the Harvard Corporation), which in turn appoints the President of Harvard University[image: External link].[53] There are 16,000 staff and faculty,[54] including 2,400 professors, lecturers, and instructors[55] teaching 7,200 undergraduates[image: External link] and 14,000 graduate[image: External link] students.[56]

The Faculty of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] has primary responsibility for instruction in Harvard College[image: External link], Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], and the Harvard Division of Continuing Education[image: External link], which includes Harvard Summer School[image: External link] and Harvard Extension School[image: External link]. There are ten other graduate and professional school faculties, in addition to the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study[image: External link].[clarification needed[image: External link]]

Joint programs with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] include the Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology[image: External link], the Broad Institute[image: External link], The Observatory of Economic Complexity[image: External link], and edX[image: External link].
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 Endowment




Main article: Harvard University endowment[image: External link]


Harvard has the largest university endowment[image: External link] in the world. As of September 2011, it had nearly regained the loss suffered during the 2008 recession. It was worth $32 billion in 2011, up from $28 billion in September 2010[57] and $26 billion in 2009. It suffered about 30% loss in 2008–09.[58][59] In December 2008, Harvard announced that its endowment had lost 22% (approximately $8 billion) from July to October 2008, necessitating budget cuts.[60] Later reports[61] suggest the loss was actually more than double that figure, a reduction of nearly 50% of its endowment in the first four months alone. Forbes in March 2009 estimated the loss to be in the range of $12 billion.[62] One of the most visible results of Harvard's attempt to re-balance its budget was their halting[61] of construction of the $1.2 billion Allston Science Complex that had been scheduled to be completed by 2011, resulting in protests from local residents.[63] As of 2012, Harvard University had a total financial aid reserve of $159 million for students, and a Pell Grant[image: External link] reserve of $4.093 million available for disbursement.[64]
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Since the 1970s, several campaigns have sought to divest[image: External link] Harvard's endowment from holdings the campaigns opposed, including investments in apartheid[image: External link] South Africa[image: External link], the tobacco industry[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link] during the Darfur genocide[image: External link], and the fossil fuel industry.[65]

During the divestment from South Africa[image: External link] movement in the late 1980s, student activists erected a symbolic "shantytown" on Harvard Yard and blockaded a speech given by South African Vice Consul Duke Kent-Brown.[66][67] The Harvard Management Company repeatedly refused to divest, stating that "operating expenses must not be subject to financially unrealistic strictures or carping by the unsophisticated or by special interest groups."[68] However, the university did eventually reduce its South African holdings by $230 million (out of $400 million) in response to the pressure.[66][69]
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 Academics
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Undergraduate admission to Harvard is characterized by the Carnegie Foundation as "more selective, lower transfer-in".[14] Harvard College accepted 5.2% of applicants for the class of 2021, a record low and the second lowest acceptance rate among all national universities.[70][71] Harvard College ended its early admissions program in 2007 as the program was believed to disadvantage low-income and under-represented minority applicants applying to selective universities, but for the class of 2016, an early action program was reintroduced.[72]

The undergraduate admissions office's policies on preference for children of alumni[image: External link] have been the subject of scrutiny and debate as it primarily aids Caucasians and the wealthy and seems to conflict with the concept of meritocratic admissions.[73][74]
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 Teaching and learning




Harvard is a large, highly residential research university.[14] The university has been accredited[image: External link] by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges[image: External link] since 1929.[76] The university offers 46 undergraduate concentrations (majors),[77] 134 graduate degrees,[78] and 32 professional degrees.[79] For the 2008–2009 academic year, Harvard granted 1,664 baccalaureate degrees, 400 master's degrees, 512 doctoral degrees, and 4,460 professional degrees.[79]

The four-year, full-time undergraduate program comprises a minority of enrollments at the university and emphasizes instruction with an "arts and sciences focus".[14] Between 1978 and 2008, entering students were required to complete a core curriculum of seven classes outside of their concentration.[80] Since 2008, undergraduate students have been required to complete courses in eight General Education categories: Aesthetic and Interpretive Understanding, Culture and Belief, Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning, Ethical Reasoning, Science of Living Systems, Science of the Physical Universe, Societies of the World, and United States in the World.[81] Harvard offers a comprehensive doctoral graduate program, and there is a high level of coexistence[further explanation needed[image: External link]] between graduate and undergraduate degrees.[14] The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching[image: External link], The New York Times, and some students have criticized Harvard for its reliance on teaching fellows[image: External link] for some aspects of undergraduate education; they consider this to adversely affect the quality of education.[82][83]

Harvard's academic programs operate on a semester calendar[image: External link] beginning in early September and ending in mid-May.[84] Undergraduates typically take four half-courses per term and must maintain a four-course rate average to be considered full-time.[85] In many concentrations, students can elect to pursue a basic program or an honors-eligible program requiring a senior thesis and/or advanced course work.[86] Students graduating in the top 4–5% of the class are awarded degrees summa cum laude, students in the next 15% of the class are awarded magna cum laude, and the next 30% of the class are awarded cum laude.[87] Harvard has chapters of academic honor societies such as Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link] and various committees and departments also award several hundred named prizes annually.[88] Harvard, along with other universities, has been accused of grade inflation[image: External link],[89] although there is evidence that the quality of the student body and its motivation have also increased.[90] Harvard College reduced the number of students who receive Latin honors[image: External link] from 90% in 2004 to 60% in 2005. Moreover, the honors of "John Harvard Scholar" and "Harvard College Scholar" will now be given only to the top 5 percent and the next 5 percent of each class.[91][92][93][94]

University policy is to expel students engaging in academic dishonesty[image: External link] to discourage a "culture of cheating."[95][96][97] In 2012, dozens of students were expelled for cheating[image: External link] after an investigation of more than 120 students.[98] In 2013, there was a report that as many as 42% of incoming freshmen had cheated on homework prior to entering the university,[99] and these incidents have prompted the university to consider adopting an honor code[image: External link].[97][100]

For the 2012–13 school year, annual tuition was $38,000, with a total cost of attendance of $57,000.[101] Beginning in 2007, families with incomes below $60,000 pay nothing for their children to attend, including room and board. Families with incomes between $60,000 to $80,000 pay only a few thousand dollars per year, and families earning between $120,000 and $180,000 pay no more than 10% of their annual incomes.[15] In 2009, Harvard offered grants totaling $414 million across all eleven divisions;[further explanation needed[image: External link]] $340 million came from institutional funds, $35 million from federal support, and $39 million from other outside support. Grants total 88% of Harvard's aid for undergraduate students, with aid also provided by loans (8%) and work-study (4%).[102]
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Harvard is a founding member of the Association of American Universities[image: External link][103] and remains a research university with "very high" research activity and a "comprehensive" doctoral program across the arts, sciences, engineering, and medicine.[14] Research and development expenditures in 2011 totaled $649.7 million, 27th among American universities.[104]
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 Libraries and museums




The Harvard University Library[image: External link] System is centered in Widener Library[image: External link] in Harvard Yard[image: External link] and comprises nearly 80 individual libraries holding over 18 million volumes.[16][17] According to the American Library Association[image: External link], this makes it the largest academic library in the United States, and one of the largest in the world.[17] Cabot Science Library, Lamont Library, and Widener Library are three of the most popular libraries for undergraduates to use, with easy access and central locations. There are rare books, manuscripts[image: External link] and other special collections throughout Harvard's libraries;[105] Houghton Library, the Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in America, and the Harvard University Archives consist principally of rare and unique materials. America's oldest collection of maps, gazetteers, and atlases both old and new is stored in Pusey Library and open to the public. The largest collection of East-Asian[image: External link] language material outside of East Asia is held in the Harvard-Yenching Library[image: External link].

Harvard operates several arts, cultural, and scientific museums. The Harvard Art Museums[image: External link] comprises three museums. The Arthur M. Sackler Museum[image: External link] includes collections of ancient, Asian, Islamic and later Indian art, the Busch-Reisinger Museum[image: External link], formerly the Germanic Museum, covers central and northern European art, and the Fogg Museum of Art[image: External link], covers Western art from the Middle Ages to the present emphasizing Italian early Renaissance[image: External link], British pre-Raphaelite[image: External link], and 19th-century French art. The Harvard Museum of Natural History[image: External link] includes the Harvard Mineralogical Museum[image: External link], Harvard University Herbaria[image: External link] featuring the Blaschka[image: External link] Glass Flowers[image: External link] exhibit, and the Museum of Comparative Zoology[image: External link]. Other museums include the Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts[image: External link], designed by Le Corbusier[image: External link], housing the film archive, the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology[image: External link], specializing in the cultural history and civilizations of the Western Hemisphere, and the Semitic Museum[image: External link] featuring artifacts from excavations in the Middle East.
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 University rankings




Among overall rankings, both Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) and THE World Reputation Rankings[image: External link] have consecutively ranked Harvard the best since the time when they were first released.[115][116] When QS and THE[image: External link] were published in partnership as the THE-QS World University Rankings[image: External link] during 2004-2009, Harvard had also held the top spot every year.[117]

Regarding rankings of specific indicators, Harvard topped both University Ranking by Academic Performance 2015-2016 and Mines ParisTech: Professional Ranking of World Universities[image: External link] (2011), which measured universities' numbers of alumni holding CEO positions in Fortune Global 500[image: External link] companies.[118] According to the 2016 poll done by The Princeton Review[image: External link], Harvard is the second most commonly named "dream college" in the United States, both for students and parents.[119] College ROI Report: Best Value Colleges by PayScale[image: External link] puts Harvard 22nd nationwide in the most recent 2016 edition.[120]
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 Student life






	
Demographics of student body[122]




	
	Undergraduate
	Graduate

and Professional
	U.S. Census



	Asian/Pacific Islander
	17%
	11%
	5%



	Black/Non-Hispanic
	6%
	4%
	12%



	Hispanics of any race
	9%
	5%
	16%



	White/non-Hispanic
	46%
	43%
	64%



	Mixed Race/Other
	10%
	8%
	9%



	International students
	11%
	27%
	N/A
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 Student body




In the last six years, Harvard's student population ranged from 19,000 to 21,000, across all programs.[124] Harvard enrolled 6,655 students in undergraduate programs, 3,738 students in graduate programs, and 10,722 students in professional programs.[121] The undergraduate population is 51% female, the graduate population is 48% female, and the professional population is 49% female.[121]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Athletics




Main article: Harvard Crimson[image: External link]


The Harvard Crimson[image: External link] competes in 42 intercollegiate sports in the NCAA[image: External link] Division I[image: External link] Ivy League[image: External link]. Harvard has an intense athletic rivalry with Yale University culminating in The Game[image: External link], although the Harvard–Yale Regatta[image: External link] predates the football game. This rivalry, though, is put aside every two years when the Harvard and Yale Track and Field[image: External link] teams come together to compete against a combined Oxford University[image: External link] and Cambridge University[image: External link] team, a competition that is the oldest continuous international amateur competition in the world.[125]

Harvard's athletic rivalry with Yale[image: External link] is intense in every sport in which they meet, coming to a climax each fall in the annual football[image: External link] meeting, which dates back to 1875 and is usually called simply "The Game[image: External link]". While Harvard's football team is no longer one of the country's best as it often was a century ago during football's early days (it won the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1920), both it and Yale have influenced the way the game is played. In 1903, Harvard Stadium[image: External link] introduced a new era into football with the first-ever permanent reinforced concrete stadium of its kind in the country. The stadium's structure actually played a role in the evolution of the college game. Seeking to reduce the alarming number of deaths and serious injuries in the sport, Walter Camp[image: External link] (former captain of the Yale football team), suggested widening the field to open up the game. But the stadium was too narrow to accommodate a wider playing surface. So, other steps had to be taken. Camp would instead support revolutionary new rules for the 1906 season. These included legalizing the forward pass[image: External link], perhaps the most significant rule change in the sport's history.[126][127]

Harvard has several athletic facilities, such as the Lavietes Pavilion[image: External link], a multi-purpose arena and home to the Harvard basketball teams. The Malkin Athletic Center, known as the "MAC", serves both as the university's primary recreation facility and as a satellite location for several varsity sports. The five-story building includes two cardio rooms, an Olympic-size swimming pool[image: External link], a smaller pool for aquaerobics and other activities, a mezzanine, where all types of classes are held, an indoor cycling studio, three weight rooms, and a three-court gym floor to play basketball. The MAC offers personal trainers and specialty classes. It is home to Harvard volleyball, fencing and wrestling.

Weld Boathouse[image: External link] and Newell Boathouse house the women's and men's rowing teams, respectively. The men's crew also uses the Red Top complex in Ledyard, Connecticut, as their training camp for the annual Harvard-Yale Regatta[image: External link]. The Bright Hockey Center hosts the Harvard hockey teams, and the Murr Center serves both as a home for Harvard's squash and tennis teams as well as a strength and conditioning center for all athletic sports.

As of 2013, there were 42 Division I intercollegiate varsity[image: External link] sports teams for women and men at Harvard, more than at any other NCAA Division I[image: External link] college in the country.[128] As with other Ivy League universities, Harvard does not offer athletic scholarships[image: External link].[129]

Older than The Game by 23 years, the Harvard-Yale Regatta was the original source of the athletic rivalry between the two schools. It is held annually in June on the Thames River[image: External link] in eastern Connecticut. The Harvard crew is typically considered to be one of the top teams in the country in rowing[image: External link]. Today, Harvard fields top teams in several other sports, such as the Harvard Crimson men's ice hockey[image: External link] team (with a strong rivalry against Cornell[image: External link]), squash[image: External link], and even recently won NCAA titles in Men's and Women's Fencing[image: External link]. Harvard also won the Intercollegiate Sailing Association National Championships[image: External link] in 2003.

Harvard's men's ice hockey team won the school's first NCAA Championship in any team sport in 1989. Harvard was also the first Ivy League institution to win a NCAA championship title in a women's sport when its women's lacrosse team won the NCAA Championship in 1990.

Harvard Undergraduate Television[image: External link] has footage from historical games and athletic events including the 2005 pep-rally before the Harvard-Yale Game.

The school color is crimson[image: External link], which is also the name of the Harvard sports teams and the daily newspaper, The Harvard Crimson[image: External link]. The color was unofficially adopted (in preference to magenta[image: External link]) by an 1875 vote of the student body, although the association with some form of red can be traced back to 1858, when Charles William Eliot[image: External link], a young graduate student who would later become Harvard's 21st and longest-serving president (1869–1909), bought red bandanas for his crew so they could more easily be distinguished by spectators at a regatta.
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 Song




Harvard has several fight songs, the most played of which, especially at football, are "Ten Thousand Men of Harvard[image: External link]" and " Harvardiana[image: External link]." While "Fair Harvard[image: External link]" is actually the alma mater[image: External link], "Ten Thousand Men" is better known outside the university. The Harvard University Band[image: External link] performs these fight songs, and other cheers, at football and hockey games. These were parodied by Harvard alumnus Tom Lehrer[image: External link] in his song "Fight Fiercely, Harvard[image: External link]," which he composed while an undergraduate.
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 Notable people





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Alumni




Main articles: List of Harvard University people[image: External link] and Notable non-graduate alumni of Harvard[image: External link]
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 Faculty




Harvard's faculty includes scholars such as biologist E. O. Wilson[image: External link], cognitive scientist Steven Pinker[image: External link], physicists Lisa Randall[image: External link] and Roy Glauber[image: External link], chemists Elias Corey[image: External link], Dudley R. Herschbach[image: External link] and George M. Whitesides[image: External link], computer scientists Michael O. Rabin[image: External link] and Leslie Valiant[image: External link], Shakespeare scholar Stephen Greenblatt[image: External link], writer Louis Menand[image: External link], critic Helen Vendler[image: External link], historians Henry Louis Gates, Jr.[image: External link] and Niall Ferguson[image: External link], economists Amartya Sen[image: External link], N. Gregory Mankiw[image: External link], Robert Barro[image: External link], Stephen A. Marglin[image: External link], Don M. Wilson III[image: External link] and Martin Feldstein[image: External link], political philosophers Harvey Mansfield[image: External link], Baroness Shirley Williams[image: External link] and Michael Sandel[image: External link], Fields Medalist mathematician Shing-Tung Yau[image: External link], political scientists Robert Putnam[image: External link], Joseph Nye[image: External link], and Stanley Hoffmann[image: External link], scholar/composers Robert Levin[image: External link] and Bernard Rands[image: External link], astrophysicist Alyssa A. Goodman[image: External link], and legal scholars Alan Dershowitz[image: External link] and Lawrence Lessig[image: External link].

Past faculty members include Stephen Jay Gould[image: External link], Robert Nozick[image: External link], Stephan Thernstrom[image: External link], Michael Walzer[image: External link], and Cornel West[image: External link].
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 Literature and popular culture




Harvard's legacy as a leading research and educational institution has a significant impact in both academy and popular culture. Furthermore, the perception of Harvard as a center of either elite achievement, or elitist privilege, has made it a frequent literary and cinematic backdrop. "In the grammar of film, Harvard has come to mean both tradition, and a certain amount of stuffiness," film critic Paul Sherman has said.[130]
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William Faulkner[image: External link]'s The Sound and the Fury[image: External link] (1929) and Absalom! Absalom![image: External link] (1936) depict Harvard student life.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Of Time and the River (1935), Thomas Wolfe[image: External link]'s fictionalized autobiography, includes his alter ego's student days at Harvard.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
The Late George Apley[image: External link] (1937; winner of the Pulitzer Prize), by John P. Marquand[image: External link], parodies Harvard men at the opening of the 20th century.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
The Second Happiest Day (1953), by John P. Marquand, Jr.[image: External link], depicts the Harvard of the World War II generation.[131][132][133][134][135]
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Harvard's policy since 1970 has been to permit filming on its property only rarely, so most scenes set at Harvard (especially indoor shots, but excepting aerial footage and shots of public areas such as Harvard Square) are in fact shot elsewhere.[136][137]


	
Erich Segal[image: External link]'s Love Story[image: External link] (1970), which concerns a romance between a wealthy hockey player (Ryan O'Neal[image: External link]) and a brilliant Radcliffe student of modest means (Ali MacGraw[image: External link]), is screened annually for incoming freshmen.[138][139][140]


	
The Paper Chase[image: External link] (1973)[141]


	
Prozac Nation[image: External link] (2001)

	
Legally Blonde[image: External link] (2001)

	
Stealing Harvard[image: External link] (2002)

	
The Social Network[image: External link] (2010)
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	Academic regalia of Harvard University[image: External link]

	Gore Hall[image: External link]
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	Harvard University Police Department[image: External link]

	Harvard University Press[image: External link]

	Harvard/MIT Cooperative Society[image: External link]

	I, Too, Am Harvard[image: External link]

	List of universities by number of billionaire alumni[image: External link]
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Citations






	
^ Harvard's Veritas appears on the university's arms; heraldically[image: External link] speaking, however, a 'motto' is a word or phrase displayed on a scroll in conjunction with a shield of arms. Since 1692[image: External link] University seals[image: External link] have borne Christo et Ecclesiae (for Christ and the Church) in this manner, arguably making that phrase the university's motto in a heraldic sense. This legend is otherwise not in general use today.


	
^ An appropriation of £400 toward a "school or college" was voted on October 28, 1636 (OS), at a meeting which convened on September 8 and was adjourned to October 28. Some sources consider October 28, 1636 (OS) (November 7, 1636 NS) to be the date of founding. Harvard's 1936 tercentenary celebration treated September 18 as the founding date, though 1836 bicentennial was celebrated on September 8, 1836. Sources: meeting dates, Quincy, Josiah (1860). History of Harvard University. 117 Washington Street, Boston: Crosby, Nichols, Lee and Co., p. 586[image: External link], "At a Court holden September 8th, 1636 and continued by adjournment to the 28th of the 8th month (October, 1636)... the Court agreed to give £400 towards a School or College, whereof £200 to be paid next year...." Tercentenary dates: "Cambridge Birthday"[image: External link]. Time. September 28, 1936. Retrieved September 8, 2006.: "Harvard claims birth on the day the Massachusetts Great and General Court convened to authorize its founding. This was Sept. 8, 1637 under the Julian calendar. Allowing for the ten-day advance of the Gregorian calendar, Tercentenary officials arrived at Sept. 18 as the date for the third and last big Day of the celebration;" "on Oct. 28, 1636 ... £400 for that 'school or college' [was voted by] the Great and General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link]." Bicentennial date: Marvin Hightower (September 2, 2003). "Harvard Gazette: This Month in Harvard History"[image: External link]. Harvard University. Retrieved September 15, 2006., "Sept. 8, 1836 - Some 1,100 to 1,300 alumni flock to Harvard's Bicentennial, at which a professional choir premieres "Fair Harvard." ... guest speaker Josiah Quincy Jr., Class of 1821, makes a motion, unanimously adopted, 'that this assembly of the Alumni be adjourned to meet at this place on September 8, 1936.'" Tercentary opening of Quincy's sealed package: The New York Times, September 9, 1936, p. 24, "Package Sealed in 1836 Opened at Harvard. It Held Letters Written at Bicentenary": "September 8th, 1936: As the first formal function in the celebration of Harvard's tercentenary, the Harvard Alumni Association witnessed the opening by President Conant of the 'mysterious' package sealed by President Josiah Quincy at the Harvard bicentennial in 1836."


	
^ As of June 30, 2016. "U.S. and Canadian Institutions Listed by Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Endowment Market Value and Change in Endowment Market Value from FY 2015 to FY 2016"[image: External link] (PDF). National Association of College and University Business Officers and Commonfund Institute. 2017.


	
^ Office of Institutional Research. (2009). "Faculty". Harvard University Fact Book[image: External link] (PDF). Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on April 25, 2012. ("Unduplicated, Paid Instructional Faculty Count: 2,107. Unduplicated instructional faculty count is the most appropriate count for general reporting purposes.")


	
^ a b c As of 1 September 2014. "Harvard at a Glance"[image: External link]. Harvard University. Retrieved November 27, 2014.


	
^ a b "Harvard at a Glance"[image: External link]. Harvard University. Retrieved November 2, 2015.


	
^ Keller, Morton; Keller, Phyllis (2001). Making Harvard Modern: The Rise of America's University. Oxford University Press. pp. 463–481. ISBN  0-19-514457-0[image: External link]. Harvard's professional schools... won world prestige of a sort rarely seen among social institutions. (...) Harvard's age, wealth, quality, and prestige may well shield it from any conceivable vicissitudes.

	Spaulding, Christina (1989). "Sexual Shakedown". In Trumpbour, John. How Harvard Rules: Reason in the Service of Empire. South End Press. pp. 326–336. ISBN  0-89608-284-9[image: External link]. ... [Harvard's] tremendous institutional power and prestige (...) Within the nation's (arguably) most prestigious institution of higher learning ...

	David Altaner (March 9, 2011). "Harvard, MIT Ranked Most Prestigious Universities, Study Reports"[image: External link]. Bloomberg. Retrieved March 1, 2012.

	Collier's Encyclopedia. Macmillan Educational Co. 1986. Harvard University, one of the world's most prestigious institutions of higher learning, was founded in Massachusetts in 1636.

	Newport, Frank. "Harvard Number One University in Eyes of Public Stanford and Yale in second place"[image: External link]. Gallup.

	"ARWU - Harvard University"[image: External link]. Shanghai Ranking Consultancy. 2015. Retrieved September 3, 2015.

	"The Week in Review: Harvard Ends Early Admissions and Guess Who Wins". The New York Times. September 17, 2006. The most prestigious college in the world, of course, is Harvard, and the gap between it and every other university is often underestimated.





	
^ Rudolph, Frederick (1961). The American College and University. University of Georgia Press. p. 3. ISBN  0-8203-1285-1[image: External link].


	
^ Story, Ronald (1975). "Harvard and the Boston Brahmins: A Study in Institutional and Class Development, 1800–1865". Journal of Social History. 8 (3): 94–121. doi[image: External link]: 10.1353/jsh/8.3.94[image: External link].


	
^ Farrell, Betty G. (1993). Elite Families: Class and Power in Nineteenth-Century Boston. State University of New York Press. ISBN  0-7914-1593-7[image: External link].


	
^ a b "Member Institutions and years of Admission"[image: External link]. Association of American Universities. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Faculties and Allied Institutions"[image: External link] (PDF). Office of the Provost, Harvard University. Retrieved August 27, 2010.


	
^ a b "Faculties and Allied Institutions"[image: External link] (PDF). Office of the Provost, Harvard University. 2012. Retrieved June 15, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f "Carnegie Classifications - Harvard University"[image: External link]. The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ a b Rimer, Sara; Finder, Alan (December 10, 2007). "Harvard Steps Up Financial Aid"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ a b "Harvard Library Annual Report FY 2013"[image: External link]. Harvard University Library. 2013. Retrieved January 3, 2015.


	
^ a b c "The Nation's Largest Libraries: A Listing By Volumes Held"[image: External link]. American Library Association. May 2009. Retrieved August 19, 2009.


	
^ "Speaking Volumes"[image: External link]. Harvard Gazette. The President and Fellows of Harvard College. February 26, 1998.


	
^ "Joining the ranks of Rhodes"[image: External link]. Harvard Gazette. Retrieved December 3, 2016.


	
^ Janhavi Kumar Sapra (August 11, 2010). "Billionaire Universities"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2010.


	
^ http://www.marshallscholarship.org/about/statistics[image: External link]


	
^ "The complete list of Fields Medal winners"[image: External link]. areppim AG. 2014. Retrieved September 10, 2015.


	
^ "The instrument behind New England’s first literary flowering"[image: External link]. Harvard University. Retrieved January 18, 2014.


	
^ "Rowley and Ezekiel Rogers, The First North American Printing Press"[image: External link] (PDF). Maritime Historical Studies Centre, University of Hull. Retrieved January 18, 2014.


	
^ "John Harvard Facts, Information."[image: External link]. The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2008. Retrieved July 17, 2009. He bequeathed £780 (half his estate) and his library of 320 volumes to the new established college at Cambridge, Mass., which was named in his honor.


	
^ Wright, Louis B. (2002). The Cultural Life of the American Colonies. p. 116. ISBN  978-0-486-42223-7[image: External link].


	
^ Grigg, John A.; Mancall, Peter C. (2008). British Colonial America: People and Perspectives[image: External link]. ABC-CLIO. p. 47. ISBN  978-1-59884-025-4[image: External link].


	
^ Harvard Office of News and Public Affairs (July 26, 2007). "Harvard guide intro"[image: External link]. Harvard University. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 26, 2007. Retrieved August 29, 2010.


	
^ a b Gary J. Dorrien. The Making of American Liberal Theology: Imagining Progressive Religion, 1805-1900, Volume 1[image: External link]. Westminster John Knox Press, 2001


	
^ Peter S. Field Ralph Waldo Emerson: The Making of a Democratic Intellectual[image: External link] Rowman & Littlefield, 2003 ISBN 978-0847688425[image: External link]


	
^ Nartonis, David K. (2005). "Louis Agassiz and the Platonist Story of Creation at Harvard, 1795–1846". Journal of the History of Ideas. 66 (3): 437–449. JSTOR[image: External link]  3654189[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1353/jhi.2005.0045[image: External link].


	
^ Shoemaker, Stephen P. (2006–2007). "The Theological Roots of Charles W. Eliot's Educational Reforms". Journal of Unitarian Universalist History. 31: 30–45.


	
^ "Arader Galleries Iconic College Views"[image: External link], Rummell, Richard, Littig & Co. 1915


	
^ Jerome Karabel (2006). The Chosen: The Hidden History of Admission and Exclusion at Harvard, Yale, and Princeton[image: External link]. p. 23.


	
^ Anita Fay Kravitz, "The Harvard Report of 1945: An historical ethnography", Ph.D. dissertation, University of Pennsylvania, 1994, 367 pages; AAT 9427558


	
^ Malka A. Older. (1996). Preparatory schools and the admissions process[image: External link]. The Harvard Crimson[image: External link], January 24, 1996


	
^ Schwager, Sally (2004). "Taking up the Challenge: The Origins of Radcliffe". In Laurel Thatcher Ulrich (ed.). Yards and Gates: Gender in Harvard and Radcliffe History. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. p. 115. ISBN  1-4039-6098-4[image: External link].


	
^ First class of women admitted to Harvard Medical School, 1945[image: External link] (Report). Countway Repository, Harvard University Library. Retrieved May 2, 2016.


	
^ Radcliffe Enters Historic Merger With Harvard[image: External link] (Report). Retrieved May 6, 2016.


	
^ Alan Finder; Patrick D. Healy; Kate Zernicke (February 22, 2006). "President of Harvard Resigns, Ending Stormy 5-Year Tenure"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 8, 2015.


	
^ Associated Press (February 11, 2007). "Harvard Board Names First Woman President"[image: External link]. NBC News. Retrieved August 8, 2015.


	
^ Biography[image: External link] in the Exeter Bulletin[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] June 26, 2008, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard[image: External link]. Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard. President and Fellows of Harvard College. 2016. Retrieved October 10, 2016


	
^ "Appendix 1 — Cambridge Campus Clery Act Criminal Statistics"[image: External link] (PDF). Harvard University Police Department[image: External link]. Retrieved August 29, 2015.


	
^ Institutional Ownership Map - Cambridge Massachusetts[image: External link]


	
^ Harvard Purchases Doubletree Hotel Building[image: External link]


	
^ Harvard continues its march into Allston, with science complex[image: External link] Tim Logan. Boston Globe. April 14, 2016. Retrieved September 30, 2016


	
^ "Allston Planning and Development / Office of the Executive Vice President"[image: External link]. Harvard University. Retrieved September 7, 2016.


	
^ Harvard unveils big campus expansion[image: External link] Svea Herbst-Bayliss. Reuters. January 12, 2007. Retrieved September 30, 2016


	
^ "Concord Field Station"[image: External link]. mcz.harvard.edu. Harvard University. Retrieved March 4, 2017.


	
^ "Villa I Tatti: The Harvard University Center for Italian Renaissance Studies"[image: External link]. Itatti.it. Retrieved June 30, 2010.


	
^ "Shanghai Center"[image: External link]. Harvard.edu.


	
^ Bethell, John T.; Hunt, Richard M.; Shenton, Robert (2009). Harvard A to Z[image: External link]. Harvard University Press. pp. 166–. ISBN  978-0-674-02089-4[image: External link].


	
^ Burlington Free Press, June 24, 2009, page 11B, ""Harvard to cut 275 jobs" Associated Press


	
^ Office of Institutional Research (2009). Harvard University Fact Book 2009–2010[image: External link] (PDF). ("Faculty")


	
^ Harvard University. (2010). Financial Report, Fiscal Year 2010[image: External link] (PDF). p. 20.


	
^ "Harvard Endowment Rises $4.4 Billion to $32 Billion"[image: External link]. Harvard Magazine. November–December. 2011. Retrieved December 13, 2011.


	
^ "U.S. and Canadian Institutions Listed by Fiscal Year 2013 Endowment Market Value and Change in Endowment Market Value from FY 2012 to FY 2013"[image: External link] (PDF). National Association of College and University Business Officers and Commonfund Institute. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on February 1, 2014. Retrieved January 29, 2014.


	
^ Beth Healy (January 28, 2010). "Harvard endowment leads others down"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved September 2, 2010.


	
^ Hechinger, John (December 4, 2008). "Harvard Hit by Loss as Crisis Spreads to Colleges". Wall Street Journal. p. A1.


	
^ a b Munk, Nina (August 2009). "Nina Munk on Hard Times at Harvard"[image: External link]. Vanity Fair. Retrieved August 29, 2010.


	
^ Andrew M. Rosenfield (March 4, 2009). "Understanding Endowments, Part I"[image: External link]. Forbes. Retrieved August 29, 2010.


	
^ Vidya B. Viswanathan and Peter F. Zhu (March 5, 2009). "Residents Protest Vacancies in Allston"[image: External link]. Harvard Crimson. Retrieved February 10, 2011.


	
^ "Locate Colleges Harvard University"[image: External link]. Locatecolleges.com.


	
^ Alli Welton (November 20, 2012). "Harvard Students Vote 72 Percent Support for Fossil Fuel Divestment"[image: External link]. The Nation. Retrieved July 27, 2015.


	
^ a b Michael C. George; David W. Kaufman (May 23, 2012). "Students Protest Investment in Apartheid South Africa"[image: External link]. The Harvard Crimson. Retrieved July 27, 2015.


	
^ Anjali Cadambi (September 19, 2010). "Harvard University community campaigns for divestment from apartheid South Africa, 1977-1989"[image: External link]. Global Nonviolent Action Database. Retrieved July 27, 2015.


	
^ John Trumpbour (1989). How Harvard Rules: Reason in the Service of Empire[image: External link]. South End Press. pp. 402–418. ISBN  978-0-89608-283-0[image: External link].


	
^ Robert Anthony Waters Jr. (March 20, 2009). Historical Dictionary of United States-Africa Relations[image: External link]. Scarecrow Press. p. 77. ISBN  978-0-8108-6291-3[image: External link].


	
^ "2,056 Accepted to Harvard Class of 2021"[image: External link]. Retrieved May 24, 2017.


	
^ Yaqhubi, Zohra D. "Harvard College Accepts Record Low of 5.8 Percent to the Class of 2017 | News | The Harvard Crimson"[image: External link]. Thecrimson.com. Retrieved July 5, 2013.


	
^ Finder, Alan; Arenson, Karen W. (September 12, 2006). "Harvard Ends Early Admission"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Golden, Daniel (January 15, 2003). "Admissions Preferences Given to Alumni Children Draws Fire"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal.


	
^ Golden, Daniel (2006). The Price of Admission: How America's Ruling Class Buys Its Way into Elite Colleges—and Who Gets Left Outside the Gates. ISBN  1-4000-9796-7[image: External link].


	
^ Harvard College[image: External link]. "A Brief History of Harvard College"[image: External link]. Harvard College. Retrieved July 25, 2011.


	
^ "Roster of Institutions"[image: External link]. Commission on Institutions of Higher Education, New England Association of Schools and Colleges. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 28, 2013. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Fields of Concentration"[image: External link]. Handbook for Students. Harvard College. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Degree Programs"[image: External link] (PDF). Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Handbook. pp. 28–30. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ a b "Degrees Conferred by Program: Academic Year 2008–2009"[image: External link] (PDF). Institutional Research, Office of the Provost, Harvard University. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Academic Information: The Core Curriculum Requirement"[image: External link]. Handbook for Students. Harvard College. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Academic Information: Program in General Education Requirement"[image: External link]. Handbook for Students. Harvard College. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ Hicks, D. L. (September 20, 2002). "Should Our Colleges Be Ranked?"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Merrow, J. (2004). "Grade Inflation: It's Not Just an Issue for the Ivy League"[image: External link]. Carnegie Perspectives. The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching[image: External link].


	
^ "5 Year Academic Calendar"[image: External link]. Harvard University. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Academic Information: Rate of Work"[image: External link]. Handbook for Students. Harvard College. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Academic Information: The Concentration Requirement"[image: External link]. Handbook for Students. Harvard College. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Academic Information: Requirements for Honors Degrees"[image: External link]. Handbook for Students. Harvard College. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Prizes"[image: External link]. Faculty of Arts & Sciences. Harvard University. 2010.


	
^ Primack, Phil (October 5, 2008). "Doesn't Anybody Get a C Anymore?"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe.


	
^ Kohn, A (November 8, 2002). "The Dangerous Myth of Grade Inflation"[image: External link]. The Chronicle of Higher Education[image: External link].


	
^ No author given. (2003). Brevia[image: External link]. Harvard Magazine[image: External link], January–February 2003.


	
^ Milzoff, R. M., Paley, A. R., & Reed, B. J. (2001). Grade Inflation is Real[image: External link]. Fifteen Minutes March 1, 2001.


	
^ Bombardieri, M. & Schweitzer, S. (2006). "At Harvard, more concern for top grades." The Boston Globe, February 12, 2006. p. B3 (Benedict Gross quotes, 23.7% A/25% A- figures, characterized as an "all-time high.").


	
^ Associated Press. (2004). Princeton becomes first to formally combat grade inflation[image: External link]. USA Today, April 26, 2004.


	
^ Davis, Kevin S. (February 15, 1994). "How Does Harvard Define Cheating?"[image: External link]. The Harvard Crimson,. Retrieved September 15, 2013. ...Cheating incidences that appear before the Ad Board almost always result in requirement to withdraw by the student...


	
^ Curry, Coleen (August 31, 2012). "Harvard Students Accused of Cheating on Final Exam Reflects 'Culture of Cheating,' Grad Says"[image: External link]. ABC News. Retrieved September 15, 2013.


	
^ a b Hu, Melody Y.; Newcomer, Eric P. (March 24, 2010). "Administrators Discuss College Honor Code"[image: External link]. The Harvard Crimson. Retrieved September 15, 2013. "...one thing remains certain: many College administrators are looking for a way to combat academic dishonesty at Harvard—which Harris recently called a real problem"...


	
^ Perez-Pena, Richard (February 1, 2013). "Students Disciplined in Harvard Scandal"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved September 15, 2013.


	
^ Moya-Smith, Simon (September 6, 2013). "Survey: 42 percent of Harvard's incoming freshman class cheated on homework"[image: External link]. NBC News. Retrieved September 6, 2013.


	
^ Harrington, Rebecca (September 14, 2012). "Song of the Cheaters"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved September 15, 2013. "...an honor code, a system ... Harvard has long resisted


	
^ "Harvard University Tuition And Costs"[image: External link]. Retrieved November 22, 2013.


	
^ "Tuition at Harvard Schools: FY1990 – FY2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Harvard University. Retrieved August 28, 2010.


	
^ "Member Institutions and Years of Admission"[image: External link]. Association of American Universities. Retrieved September 15, 2013.


	
^ "Table 14: Higher education R&D expenditures, ranked by all R&D expenditures, by source of funds: FY 2011"[image: External link] (PDF). National Science Foundation. 2011. Retrieved September 15, 2013.


	
^ See the library portal listing of archives and special collections Harvard Libraries : Archives and Special Collections Listed Alphabetically by Name[image: External link].


	
^ "Academic Ranking of World Universities 2016: USA"[image: External link]. Shanghai Ranking Consultancy. Retrieved August 16, 2016.


	
^ "America's Top Colleges"[image: External link]. Forbes. July 5, 2016.


	
^ "Best Colleges 2017: National Universities Rankings"[image: External link]. U.S. News & World Report. September 12, 2016.


	
^ "2016 Rankings - National Universities"[image: External link]. Washington Monthly. Retrieved September 6, 2016.


	
^ "Academic Ranking of World Universities 2016"[image: External link]. Shanghai Ranking Consultancy. 2016. Retrieved August 16, 2016.


	
^ "QS World University Rankings® 2016/17"[image: External link]. Quacquarelli Symonds Limited. 2016. Retrieved September 6, 2016.


	
^ "World University Rankings 2016-17"[image: External link]. THE Education Ltd. Retrieved September 21, 2016.


	
^ "Best Global Universities Rankings: 2017"[image: External link]. U.S. News & World Report LP. Retrieved October 25, 2016.


	
^ a b "Harvard University - U.S. News Best Grad School Rankings"[image: External link]. U.S. News & World Report. Retrieved 8 June 2017.


	
^ "Academic Ranking of World Universities——Harvard University Ranking Profile"[image: External link]. Shanghai Ranking Consultancy. Retrieved September 7, 2016.


	
^ "World Reputation Rankings 2016"[image: External link]. Times Higher Education[image: External link]. 2016. Retrieved September 7, 2016.


	
^ Ted Nesi (October 9, 2009). "Brown slips in world university rankings"[image: External link]. Providence Business News[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2010.


	
^ "2015-2016 WORLD RANKING (1-250)"[image: External link]. University Ranking by Academic Performance (URAP) Research Laboratory. 2015. Retrieved September 7, 2016.


	
^ "College Hopes & Worries Press Release"[image: External link]. PR Newswire. 2016. Retrieved September 7, 2016.


	
^ "College ROI Report: Best Value Colleges"[image: External link]. PayScale[image: External link]. 2016. Retrieved September 7, 2016.


	
^ a b c "Degree Student Head Count: Fall 2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Harvard University. Retrieved March 11, 2013.


	
^ See Demographics of the United States[image: External link] for references.


	
^ "Fall Headcount Enrollment, 2008-2012"[image: External link] (PDF). The Office of the Provost. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on December 16, 2013. Retrieved December 16, 2013.


	
^ "Archived copy"[image: External link] (PDF). Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on July 23, 2011. Retrieved 2011-07-29.


	
^ "Yale and Harvard Defeat Oxford/Cambridge Team"[image: External link]. Yale University Athletics. Retrieved September 13, 2011.


	
^ "History of American Football"[image: External link]. Newsdial.com. Retrieved August 29, 2010.


	
^ Nelson, David M., Anatomy of a Game: Football, the Rules, and the Men Who Made the Game, 1994, pp. 127–128


	
^ "Harvard : Women’s Rugby Becomes 42nd Varsity Sport at Harvard University"[image: External link]. Gocrimson.com. August 9, 2012. Retrieved July 5, 2013.


	
^ "The Harvard Guide: Financial Aid at Harvard"[image: External link]. Harvard University. September 2, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 2, 2006. Retrieved August 29, 2010.


	
^ Thomas, Sarah (September 24, 2010). "‘Social Network’ taps other campuses for Harvard role"[image: External link]. Boston.com. ‘In the grammar of film, Harvard has come to mean both tradition, and a certain amount of stuffiness.... Someone from Missouri who has never lived in Boston ... can get this idea that it’s all trust fund babies and ivy-covered walls.’


	
^ King, Michael (2002). Wrestling with the Angel. p. 371. ...praised as an iconic chronicle of his generation and his WASP-ish class.


	
^ Halberstam, Michael J. (February 18, 1953). "White Shoe and Weak Will"[image: External link]. Harvard Crimson. The book is written slickly, but without distinction.... The book will be quick, enjoyable reading for all Harvard men.


	
^ Yardley, Jonathan[image: External link] (December 23, 2009). "Second Reading"[image: External link]. The Washington Post.  '...a balanced and impressive novel...' [is] a judgment with which I [agree].


	
^ Du Bois, William (February 1, 1953). "Out of a Jitter-and-Fritter World". The New York Times. p. BR5. exhibits Mr. Phillips' talent at its finest


	
^ "John Phillips, The Second Happiest Day". Southwest Review. 38. p. 267. So when the critics say the author of "The Second Happiest Day" is a new Fitzgerald, we think they may be right.


	
^ Schwartz, Nathaniel L. (September 21, 1999). "University, Hollywood Relationship Not Always a 'Love Story' "[image: External link]. Harvard Crimson. Retrieved September 15, 2013.


	
^ Sarah Thomas (September 24, 2010). "'Social Network' taps other campuses for Harvard role"[image: External link]. boston.com.


	
^ "Never Having To Say You're Sorry for 25 Years..."[image: External link]. Harvard Crimson. June 3, 1996. Retrieved September 15, 2013.


	
^ Vinciguerra, Thomas (August 20, 2010). "The Disease: Fatal. The Treatment: Mockery"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Gewertz, Ken (February 8, 1996). "A Many-Splendored 'Love Story'. Movie filmed at Harvard 25 years ago helped to define a generation". Harvard University Gazette.


	
^ Walsh, Colleen (October 2, 2012). "The Paper Chase at 40"[image: External link]. Harvard Gazette.
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading






	Abelmann, Walter H., ed. The Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology: The First 25 Years, 1970–1995 (2004). 346 pp.

	Beecher, Henry K. and Altschule, Mark D. Medicine at Harvard: The First 300 Years (1977). 569 pp.

	Bentinck-Smith, William, ed. The Harvard Book: Selections from Three Centuries (2d ed.1982). 499 pp.

	Bethell, John T.; Hunt, Richard M.; and Shenton, Robert. Harvard A to Z (2004). 396 pp. excerpt and text search[image: External link]


	Bethell, John T. Harvard Observed: An Illustrated History of the University in the Twentieth Century, Harvard University Press, 1998, ISBN 0-674-37733-8[image: External link]


	Bunting, Bainbridge. Harvard: An Architectural History (1985). 350 pp.

	Carpenter, Kenneth E. The First 350 Years of the Harvard University Library: Description of an Exhibition (1986). 216 pp.

	Cuno, James et al. Harvard's Art Museums: 100 Years of Collecting (1996). 364 pp.

	Elliott, Clark A. and Rossiter, Margaret W., eds. Science at Harvard University: Historical Perspectives (1992). 380 pp.

	Hall, Max. Harvard University Press: A History (1986). 257 pp.

	Hay, Ida. Science in the Pleasure Ground: A History of the Arnold Arboretum (1995). 349 pp.

	Hoerr, John, We Can't Eat Prestige: The Women Who Organized Harvard; Temple University Press[image: External link], 1997, ISBN 1-56639-535-6[image: External link]


	Howells, Dorothy Elia. A Century to Celebrate: Radcliffe College, 1879–1979 (1978). 152 pp.

	Keller, Morton, and Phyllis Keller. Making Harvard Modern: The Rise of America's University (2001), major history covers 1933 to 2002 online edition[image: External link]


	
Lewis, Harry R.[image: External link] Excellence Without a Soul: How a Great University Forgot Education (2006) ISBN 1-58648-393-5[image: External link]


	Morison, Samuel Eliot. Three Centuries of Harvard, 1636–1936 (1986) 512pp; excerpt and text search[image: External link]


	Powell, Arthur G. The Uncertain Profession: Harvard and the Search for Educational Authority (1980). 341 pp.

	Reid, Robert. Year One: An Intimate Look inside Harvard Business School (1994). 331 pp.

	
Rosovsky, Henry[image: External link]. The University: An Owner's Manual (1991). 312 pp.

	Rosovsky, Nitza. The Jewish Experience at Harvard and Radcliffe (1986). 108 pp.

	Seligman, Joel. The High Citadel: The Influence of Harvard Law School (1978). 262 pp.

	Sollors, Werner; Titcomb, Caldwell; and Underwood, Thomas A., eds. Blacks at Harvard: A Documentary History of African-American Experience at Harvard and Radcliffe (1993). 548 pp.

	
Trumpbour, John, ed., How Harvard Rules. Reason in the Service of Empire, Boston: South End Press, 1989, ISBN 0-89608-283-0[image: External link]


	Ulrich, Laurel Thatcher, ed., Yards and Gates: Gender in Harvard and Radcliffe History[image: External link], New York: Palgrave Macmillan[image: External link], 2004. 337 pp.

	Winsor, Mary P. Reading the Shape of Nature: Comparative Zoology at the Agassiz Museum (1991). 324 pp.

	Wright, Conrad Edick. Revolutionary Generation: Harvard Men and the Consequences of Independence (2005). 298 pp.






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





Find more aboutHarvard Universityat Wikipedia's sister projects[image: External link]



	Media[image: External link] from Commons

	Texts[image: External link] from Wikisource

	Data[image: External link] from Wikidata






	Official website[image: External link]

	Harvard Athletics website[image: External link]

	
Harvard University[image: External link] at National Center for Education Statistics: College Navigator[image: External link]




Coordinates[image: External link]: 42°22′28″N 71°07′01″W[image: External link]



Categories[image: External link]:

	Harvard University[image: External link]

	V-12 Navy College Training Program[image: External link]

	1636 establishments in Massachusetts[image: External link]

	Universities and colleges in Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link]

	Colonial colleges[image: External link]

	Educational institutions established in the 1630s[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 8 June 2017, at 18:47.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Harvard University: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Harvard_University [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Mission, vision, and functions

	2 History

	3 Organization

	4 Personnel

	5 Aircraft inventory

	6 Culture

	7 See also

	8 References

	9 External links





United States Air Force






"USAF" redirects here. For other uses, see USAF (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"The U.S. Air Force" redirects here. For the song, see The U.S. Air Force (song)[image: External link].

The United States Air Force (USAF) is the aerial warfare[image: External link] service branch of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] and one of the seven American uniformed services[image: External link]. Initially part of the United States Army[image: External link], the USAF was formed as a separate branch of the military on 18 September 1947 under the National Security Act of 1947[image: External link].[9] It is the most recent branch of the U.S. military to be formed. The USAF is the largest and one of the most technologically advanced air forces[image: External link] in the world. The branch articulates its core functions as Nuclear Deterrence Operations[image: External link], Special Operations[image: External link], Air Superiority[image: External link], Global Integrated ISR[image: External link], Space Superiority[image: External link], Command and Control[image: External link], Cyberspace Superiority[image: External link], Personnel Recovery[image: External link], Global Precision Attack[image: External link], Building Partnerships[image: External link], Rapid Global Mobility[image: External link] and Agile Combat Support[image: External link].[10]

The U.S. Air Force is a military service organized within the Department of the Air Force[image: External link], one of the three military departments of the Department of Defense. The Air Force is headed by the civilian Secretary of the Air Force[image: External link], who reports to the Secretary of Defense[image: External link], and is appointed by the President with Senate confirmation[image: External link]. The highest-ranking military officer in the Department of the Air Force is the Chief of Staff of the Air Force[image: External link], who exercises supervision over Air Force units, and serves as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link]. Air Force combat and mobility forces are assigned, as directed by the Secretary of Defense, to the Combatant Commanders[image: External link], and neither the Secretary of the Air Force nor the Chief of Staff have operational command authority over them.

The U.S. Air Force provides air support[image: External link] for surface forces[11] and aids in the recovery of troops in the field. As of 2015, the service operates more than 5,137 military aircraft[image: External link], 406 ICBMs[image: External link] and 63 military satellites[image: External link]. It has a $161 billion budget with 313,242 active duty personnel[image: External link], 141,197 civilian employees, 69,200 Air Force Reserve personnel, and 105,500 Air National Guard[image: External link] personnel.[2][3][6]
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 Mission, vision, and functions
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 Missions




According to the National Security Act of 1947[image: External link] (61 Stat. 502), which created the USAF:



	In general the United States Air Force shall include aviation forces both combat[image: External link] and service not otherwise assigned. It shall be organized, trained, and equipped primarily for prompt and sustained offensive and defensive air operations. The Air Force shall be responsible for the preparation of the air forces necessary for the effective prosecution of war except as otherwise assigned and, in accordance with integrated joint mobilization plans, for the expansion of the peacetime components of the Air Force to meet the needs of war.





§8062 of Title 10 US Code defines the purpose of the USAF as:[12]


	to preserve the peace and security, and provide for the defense, of the United States, the Territories, Commonwealths, and possessions, and any areas occupied by the United States;

	to support national policy;

	to implement national objectives;

	to overcome any nations responsible for aggressive acts that imperil the peace and security of the United States.



The stated mission of the USAF today is to "fly, fight, and win in air, space, and cyberspace".[13]
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 Vision




"The United States Air Force will be a trusted and reliable joint partner with our sister services known for integrity in all of our activities, including supporting the joint mission first and foremost. We will provide compelling air, space, and cyber capabilities for use by the combatant commanders. We will excel as stewards of all Air Force resources in service to the American people, while providing precise and reliable Global Vigilance, Reach and Power for the nation".[13]
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 Core functions




Recently, the Air Force refined its understanding of the core duties and responsibilities it performs as a Military Service Branch, streamlining what previously were six distinctive capabilities and seventeen operational functions into twelve core functions to be used across the doctrine, organization, training, equipment, leadership, and education, personnel, and facilities spectrum. These core functions express the ways in which the Air Force is particularly and appropriately suited to contribute to national security, but they do not necessarily express every aspect of what the Air Force contributes to the nation. It should be emphasized that the core functions, by themselves, are not doctrinal constructs.[14]
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 Nuclear Deterrence Operations




The purpose of Nuclear Deterrence Operations (NDO) is to operate, maintain, and secure nuclear forces to achieve an assured capability to deter an adversary from taking action against vital US interests. In the event deterrence fails, the US should be able to appropriately respond with nuclear options. The sub-elements of this function are:[14]

Assure/Dissuade/Deter is a mission set derived from the Air Force's readiness to carry out the nuclear strike operations mission as well as from specific actions taken to assure allies as a part of extended deterrence. Dissuading others from acquiring or proliferating WMD, and the means to deliver them, contributes to promoting security and is also an integral part of this mission. Moreover, different deterrence strategies are required to deter various adversaries, whether they are a nation state, or non-state/transnational actor. The Air Force maintains and presents credible deterrent capabilities through successful visible demonstrations and exercises which assure allies, dissuade proliferation, deter potential adversaries from actions that threaten US national security or the populations and deployed military forces of the US, its allies and friends.[14]

Nuclear strike is the ability of nuclear forces to rapidly and accurately strike targets which the enemy holds dear in a devastating manner. If a crisis occurs, rapid generation and, if necessary, deployment of nuclear strike capabilities will demonstrate US resolve and may prompt an adversary to alter the course of action deemed threatening to our national interest. Should deterrence fail, the President may authorize a precise, tailored response to terminate the conflict at the lowest possible level and lead to a rapid cessation of hostilities. Post-conflict, regeneration of a credible nuclear deterrent capability will deter further aggression. The Air Force may present a credible force posture in either the Continental United States[image: External link], within a theater of operations, or both to effectively deter the range of potential adversaries envisioned in the 21st century. This requires the ability to engage targets globally using a variety of methods; therefore, the Air Force should possess the ability to induct, train, assign, educate and exercise individuals and units to rapidly and effectively execute missions that support US NDO objectives. Finally, the Air Force regularly exercises and evaluates all aspects of nuclear operations to ensure high levels of performance.[14]

Nuclear surety ensures the safety, security and effectiveness of nuclear operations. Because of their political and military importance, destructive power, and the potential consequences of an accident or unauthorized act, nuclear weapons and nuclear weapon systems require special consideration and protection against risks and threats inherent in their peacetime and wartime environments. The Air Force, in conjunction with other entities within the Departments of Defense or Energy, achieves a high standard of protection through a stringent nuclear surety program. This program applies to materiel, personnel, and procedures that contribute to the safety, security, and control of nuclear weapons, thus assuring no nuclear accidents, incidents, loss, or unauthorized or accidental use (a Broken Arrow[image: External link] incident). The Air Force continues to pursue safe, secure and effective nuclear weapons consistent with operational requirements. Adversaries, allies, and the American people must be highly confident of the Air Force's ability to secure nuclear weapons from accidents, theft, loss, and accidental or unauthorized use. This day-to-day commitment to precise and reliable nuclear operations is the cornerstone of the credibility of the NDO mission. Positive nuclear command, control, communications; effective nuclear weapons security; and robust combat support are essential to the overall NDO function.[14]
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 Air Superiority




Main articles: Air supremacy[image: External link] and Air superiority fighter[image: External link]


Air Superiority is "that degree of dominance in the air battle of one force over another which permits the conduct of operations by the former and its related land, sea, air, and special operations forces at a given time and place without prohibitive interference by the opposing force" (JP 1-02).[14]

Offensive Counterair[image: External link] (OCA) is defined as "offensive operations to destroy, disrupt, or neutralize enemy aircraft, missiles, launch platforms, and their supporting structures and systems both before and after launch, but as close to their source as possible" (JP 1-02). OCA is the preferred method of countering air and missile threats, since it attempts to defeat the enemy closer to its source and typically enjoys the initiative. OCA comprises attack operations, sweep, escort, and suppression/destruction of enemy air defense.[14]

Defensive Counterair (DCA) is defined as "all the defensive measures designed to detect, identify, intercept, and destroy or negate enemy forces attempting to penetrate or attack through friendly airspace" (JP 1-02). A major goal of DCA operations, in concert with OCA operations, is to provide an area from which forces can operate, secure from air and missile threats. The DCA mission comprises both active and passive defense measures. Active defense is "the employment of limited offensive action and counterattacks to deny a contested area or position to the enemy" (JP 1-02). It includes both ballistic missile defense and air breathing threat defense, and encompasses point defense, area defense, and high value airborne asset defense. Passive defense is "measures taken to reduce the probability of and to minimize the effects of damage caused by hostile action without the intention of taking the initiative" (JP 1-02). It includes detection and warning; chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear defense; camouflage, concealment, and deception; hardening; reconstitution; dispersion; redundancy; and mobility, counter-measures, and stealth.[14]

Airspace control is "a process used to increase operational effectiveness by promoting the safe, efficient, and flexible use of airspace" (JP 1-02). It promotes the safe, efficient, and flexible use of airspace, mitigates the risk of fratricide, enhances both offensive and defensive operations, and permits greater agility of air operations as a whole. It both deconflicts and facilitates integration of joint air operations.[14]
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 Space Superiority




Further information: Militarisation of space[image: External link] and Space warfare[image: External link]


Space superiority is "the degree of dominance in space of one force over another that permits the conduct of operations by the former and its related land, sea, air, space, and special operations forces at a given time and place without prohibitive interference by the opposing force" (JP 1-02). Space superiority may be localized in time and space, or it may be broad and enduring. Space superiority provides freedom of action in space for friendly forces and, when directed, denies the same freedom to the adversary.[14]

Space Force Enhancement is defined as the "combat support operations and force-multiplying capabilities delivered from space systems to improve the effectiveness of military forces as well as support other intelligence, civil, and commercial users. This mission area includes: intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance; integrated tactical warning and attack assessment; command, control, and communications; positioning, navigation, and timing; and environmental monitoring" (JP 1-02).[14]

Space Force Application is defined as "combat operations in, through, and from space to influence the course and outcome of conflict. This mission area includes ballistic missile defense and force projection" (JP 1-02).[14]

Space Control is defined as "operations to ensure freedom of action in space for the US and its allies and, when directed, deny an adversary freedom of action in space. This mission area includes: operations conducted to protect friendly space capabilities from attack, interference, or unintentional hazards (defensive space control); operations to deny an adversary's use of space capabilities (offensive space control); and the requisite current and predictive knowledge of the space environment and the operational environment upon which space operations depend (space situational awareness)" (JP 1-02).[14]

Space Support is defined as "operations to deploy and sustain military and intelligence systems in space. This mission area includes: launching and deploying space vehicles; maintaining and sustaining spacecraft on-orbit, rendezvous and proximity operations; disposing of (including de-orbiting and recovering) space capabilities; and reconstitution of space forces, if required" (JP 1-02).[14]
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 Cyberspace Superiority




Main article: Cyberwarfare[image: External link]


Cyberspace Superiority is "the operational advantage in, through, and from cyberspace to conduct operations at a given time and in a given domain without prohibitive interference" (Annex 3–12, Cyberspace Operations).[14]

Cyberspace Force Application is combat operations in, through, and from cyberspace to achieve military objectives and influence the course and outcome of conflict by taking decisive actions against approved targets. It will incorporate computer network attack (CNA), computer network exploitation (CNE), and may involve aspects of influence operations. It is highly dependent on ISR, fused all-source intelligence, sophisticated attribution activities, situational awareness, and responsive C2.[14]

This is the passive, active, and dynamic employment of capabilities to respond to imminent or on-going actions against Air Force or Air Force-protected networks, the Air Force's portion of the Global Information Grid, or expeditionary communications assigned to the Air Force. Cyberspace defense incorporates CNE, computer network defense (CND), and CNA techniques and may be a contributor to influence operations. It is highly dependent upon ISR, fused all-source intelligence, automated indications and warning, sophisticated attribution/characterization, situational awareness, assessment, and responsive C2.[14]

Cyberspace Support is foundational, continuous, or responsive operations ensuring information integrity and availability in, through, and from Air Force-controlled infrastructure and its interconnected analog and digital portion of the battle space. Inherent in this mission is the ability to establish, extend, secure, protect, and defend in order to sustain assigned networks and missions. This includes protection measures against supply chain components plus critical C2 networks/communications links and nuclear C2 networks. The cyberspace support mission incorporates CNE and CND techniques. It incorporates all elements of Air Force Network Operations, information transport, enterprise management, and information assurance, and is dependent on ISR and all-source intelligence.[14]
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 Command and Control




Main article: Command and control[image: External link]


Command and control is "the exercise of authority and direction by a properly designated commander over assigned and attached forces in the accomplishment of the mission. Command and control functions are performed through an arrangement of personnel, equipment, communications, facilities, and procedures employed by a commander in planning, directing, coordinating, and controlling forces and operations in the accomplishment of the mission" (JP 1-02). This core function includes all of the C2-related capabilities and activities associated with air, space, cyberspace, nuclear, and agile combat support operations to achieve strategic, operational, and tactical objectives.[14]

At the Strategic Level Command and Control, the US determines national or multinational security objectives and guidance, and develops and uses national resources to accomplish these objectives. These national objectives in turn provide the direction for developing overall military objectives, which are used to develop the objectives and strategy for each theater.[14]

At the Operational Level Command and Control, campaigns and major operations are planned, conducted, sustained, and assessed to accomplish strategic goals within theaters or areas of operations. These activities imply a broader dimension of time or space than do tactics; they provide the means by which tactical successes are exploited to achieve strategic and operational objectives.[14]

Tactical Level Command and Control is where individual battles and engagements are fought. The tactical level of war deals with how forces are employed, and the specifics of how engagements are conducted and targets attacked. The goal of tactical level C2 is to achieve commander's intent and desired effects by gaining and keeping offensive initiative.[14]
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 Global Integrated ISR




Main article: Intelligence, surveillance, target acquisition, and reconnaissance[image: External link]


Global Integrated Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) is the synchronization and integration of the planning and operation of sensors, assets, and processing, exploitation, dissemination systems across the globe to conduct current and future operations.[14]

Planning and Directing is "the determination of intelligence requirements, development of appropriate intelligence architecture, preparation of a collection plan, and issuance of orders and requests to information collection agencies" (JP 2-01, Joint and National Intelligence Support to Military Operations). These activities enable the synchronization and integration of collection, processing, exploitation, analysis, and dissemination activities/resources to meet information requirements of national and military decision makers.[14]

Collection is "the acquisition of information and the provision of this information to processing elements" (JP 2-01). It provides the ability to obtain required information to satisfy intelligence needs (via use of sources and methods in all domains). Collection activities span the Range of Military Operations (ROMO).[14]

Processing and exploitation is "the conversion of collected information into forms suitable to the production of intelligence" (JP 2-01). It provides the ability, across the ROMO, to transform, extract, and make available collected information suitable for further analysis or action.[14]

Analysis and production is "the conversion of processed information into intelligence through the integration, evaluation, analysis, and interpretation of all source data and the preparation of intelligence products in support of known or anticipated user requirements" (JP 2-01). It provides the ability to integrate, evaluate, and interpret information from available sources to create a finished intelligence product for presentation or dissemination to enable increased situational awareness.[14]

Dissemination and Integration is "the delivery of intelligence to users in a suitable form and the application of the intelligence to appropriate missions, tasks, and functions" (JP 2-01). It provides the ability to present information and intelligence products across the ROMO enabling understanding of the operational environment to military and national decision makers.[14]
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 Global Precision Attack




Further information: Precision bombing[image: External link] and Strategic bombing[image: External link]


Global Precision Attack is the ability to hold at risk or strike rapidly and persistently, with a wide range of munitions, any target and to create swift, decisive, and precise effects across multiple domains.[14]

Strategic Attack is defined as "offensive action specifically selected to achieve national strategic objectives. These attacks seek to weaken the adversary's ability or will to engage in conflict, and may achieve strategic objectives without necessarily having to achieve operational objectives as a precondition" (Annex 3–70, Strategic Attack).[14]

Air Interdiction is defined as "air operations conducted to divert, disrupt, delay, or destroy the enemy's military potential before it can be brought to bear effectively against friendly forces, or to otherwise achieve JFC objectives. Air Interdiction is conducted at such distance from friendly forces that detailed integration of each air mission with the fire and movement of friendly forces is not required" (Annex 3-03, Counterland Operations).[14]

Close Air Support is defined as "air action by fixed- and rotary-winged aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces and which require detailed integration of each air mission with the fire and movement of those forces" (JP 1-02). This can be as a pre-planned event or on demand from an alert posture (ground or airborne). It can be conducted across the ROMO.[14] Today the USAF believes that it accomplishes the CAS mission "better than anyone" actually does.[15]
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 Special Operations




Further information: Special operations[image: External link] and Special forces[image: External link]


Special Operations are "operations conducted in hostile, denied, or politically sensitive environments to achieve military, diplomatic, informational, and/or economic objectives employing military capabilities for which there is no broad conventional force requirement. These operations may require covert, clandestine, or low-visibility capabilities. Special operations are applicable across the ROMO. They can be conducted independently or in conjunction with operations of conventional forces or other government agencies and may include operations through, with, or by indigenous or surrogate forces. Special operations differ from conventional operations in degree of physical and political risk, operational techniques, mode of employment, independence from friendly support, and dependence on detailed operational intelligence and indigenous assets" (JP 1-02).[14]

Agile Combat Support is the capability to effectively create, prepare, deploy, employ, sustain, and protect Air Force Special Operations Command[image: External link] (AFSOC) Airmen, assets, and capabilities throughout the ROMO at a chosen initiative, speed, and tempo.[14]

Aviation Foreign Internal Defense operations directly execute US security and foreign policy as lead airpower elements that shape the battlefield and conduct stability operations to enable global reach and strike. This is accomplished by applying the mission set (assess, train, advise, and assist foreign aviation forces) across a continuum of operating venues described as indirect assistance, direct assistance (not including combat) and combat operations.[14]

Battlefield Air Operations is a unique set of combat proven capabilities (combat control, pararescue, combat weather, and tactical air control party) provided by regular and reserve component special operations forces (SOF) Battlefield Airmen who integrate, synchronize, and control manned and unmanned capabilities to achieve tactical, operational, and strategic objectives.[14]

Command and Control is the exercise of the commander's authority and direction over assigned and attached forces by trained, organized, and equipped C2 elements. Operational C2 elements consist of personnel and equipment with specialized capability to plan, direct, coordinate, and control forces in the conduct of joint/combined special operations.[14]

Information Operations is the integrated employment of the capabilities of influence operations, electronic warfare operations, and network warfare operations, in concert with specified integrated control enablers, to influence, disrupt, corrupt, or usurp adversarial human and automated decision making while protecting one's own.[14]

Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance is the synchronization and integration of platforms and sensors with the planning and direction, collection, processing and exploitation, analysis, and production and dissemination processes. These activities provide actionable intelligence, weather, environmental awareness, and prediction across all SOF command echelons.[14]

Military Information Support Operations are planned operations to convey selected information and indicators to foreign audiences to influence their emotions, motives, objective reasoning, and ultimately the behavior of foreign governments, organizations, groups, and individuals. The purpose of military information support operations is to induce or reinforce foreign attitudes and behavior favorable to the originator's objectives.[14]

Precision Strike provides CCDRs with an integrated capability to find, fix, track, target, engage, and assess targets using a single weapons system or a combination of systems. This includes close air support, air interdiction, and armed reconnaissance missions.[14]

Specialized Air Mobility is the conduct of rapid, global infiltration, exfiltration, and resupply of personnel, equipment, and materiel using specialized systems and tactics. These missions may be clandestine, low visibility, or overt and through hostile, denied, or politically sensitive airspace.[14]

Specialized Refueling is the conduct of rapid, global refueling using specialized systems and tactics. This includes aerial refueling of vertical lift aircraft and ground refueling during forward arming and refueling point operations. These missions may be clandestine, low visibility, or overt and in hostile, denied, or politically sensitive environments.[14]
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 Rapid Global Mobility




Main article: Airlift[image: External link]


Rapid Global Mobility is the timely deployment, employment, sustainment, augmentation, and redeployment of military forces and capabilities across the ROMO. It provides joint military forces the capability to move from place to place while retaining the ability to fulfill their primary mission. Rapid Global Mobility is essential to virtually every military operation, allowing forces to reach foreign or domestic destinations quickly, thus seizing the initiative through speed and surprise.[14]

Airlift is "operations to transport and deliver forces and materiel through the air in support of strategic, operational, or tactical objectives" (Annex 3–17, Air Mobility Operations). The rapid and flexible options afforded by airlift allow military forces and national leaders the ability to respond and operate in a variety of situations and time frames. The global reach capability of airlift provides the ability to apply US power worldwide by delivering forces to crisis locations. It serves as a US presence that demonstrates resolve and compassion in humanitarian crisis.[14]

Air Refueling is "the refueling of an aircraft in flight by another aircraft" (JP 1-02). Air refueling extends presence, increases range, and serves as a force multiplier. It allows air assets to more rapidly reach any trouble spot around the world with less dependence on forward staging bases or overflight/landing clearances. Air refueling significantly expands the options available to a commander by increasing the range, payload, persistence, and flexibility of receiver aircraft.[14]

Aeromedical Evacuation is "the movement of patients under medical supervision to and between medical treatment facilities by air transportation" (JP 1-02). JP 4-02, Health Service Support, further defines it as "the fixed wing movement of regulated casualties to and between medical treatment facilities, using organic and/or contracted mobility airframes, with aircrew trained explicitly for this mission." Aeromedical evacuation forces can operate as far forward as fixed-wing aircraft[image: External link] are able to conduct airland operations.[14]
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 Personnel Recovery




Main article: Combat search and rescue[image: External link]


Personnel Recovery (PR) is defined as "the sum of military, diplomatic, and civil efforts to prepare for and execute the recovery and reintegration of isolated personnel" (JP 1-02). It is the ability of the US government and its international partners to effect the recovery of isolated personnel across the ROMO and return those personnel to duty. PR also enhances the development of an effective, global capacity to protect and recover isolated personnel wherever they are placed at risk; deny an adversary's ability to exploit a nation through propaganda; and develop joint, interagency, and international capabilities that contribute to crisis response and regional stability.[14]

Combat Search and Rescue is "the tactics, techniques, and procedures performed by forces to effect the recovery of isolated personnel during combat" (JP 1-02). Combat search and rescue is the primary Air Force recovery method utilized to conduct PR taskings.[14]

Civil Search and Rescue is "the use of aircraft, surface craft, submarines, and specialized rescue teams and equipment to search for and rescue distressed persons on land or at sea in a permissive environment" (JP 1-02).[14]

Disaster Response can be described as the capability to support and assist US government agencies and embassies during national and international disasters with rapidly deployable and flexible air/ground rescue forces.[14]

Humanitarian Assistance Operations are "programs conducted to relieve or reduce the results of natural or manmade disasters or other endemic conditions such as human pain, disease, hunger, or privation that might present a serious threat to life or that can result in great damage to or loss of property. Humanitarian assistance provided by US forces is limited in scope and duration. The assistance provided is designed to supplement or complement the efforts of the host nation civil authorities or agencies that may have the primary responsibility for providing humanitarian assistance" (JP 1-02).[14]

Medical evacuation refers to dedicated medical evacuation platforms staffed and equipped to provide en route medical care using predesignated tactical and logistic aircraft, boats, ships, and other watercraft temporarily equipped and staffed with medical attendants for en route care. Casualty evacuation involves the unregulated movement of casualties aboard ships, land vehicles, or aircraft (JP 4-02, Health Service Support).[14]
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 Agile Combat Support




Main article: Combat service support[image: External link]


Agile Combat Support (ACS) is the ability to field, protect, and sustain Air Force forces across the ROMO to achieve joint effects.[14]

Ready the Total Force includes organizing, training, and equipping forces; establishing quality of life and maintaining core security; and fielding and planning for the use of operational and support forces to meet global mission requirements.[14]

Prepare the Battlespace includes assessing, planning, and posturing for rapid employment; prepositioning resources and conditioning specific theaters or contingency locations in a manner to meet closure timing; and establishing sustainment levels for potential operations.[14]

Position the Total Force includes preparing to deploy, deploying, receiving, and bedding down tailored and prioritized forces; establishing initial operations and support cadres in a joint operations area; distributing pre-positioned resources; establishing initial reachback connectivity; securing operating locations; and preparing for mission operations.[14]

Protecting the Total Force key focus areas include personnel, critical assets, and information. These areas are the persistent detection and understanding of threats in the operational environment and the timely dissemination of accurate decisions, warnings and taskings to protect against attacks and threats.[14]

Employ Combat Support Forces includes engaging support forces in support of mission operations; initializing, launching, recovering, and regenerating operational elements; executing support through supporting-supported relationships; and commencing reachback operations to strategic levels of support.[14]

Sustain the Total Force includes producing assured capacities and levels of support; accomplishing the long term mastery of an operational environment (peacetime and wartime) requiring persistent and effective materiel and personnel support through both local and reachback processes.[14]

Recover the Total Force includes preparing forces to remain in place, redeploy, relocate, and be reconstituted to prescribed levels of readiness; restoring operating locations and environments to planned conditions; protecting the dynamic levels of force structure; and ensuring Air Force mission elements can be effectively applied at the direction of national leadership.[14]
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 Building Partnerships




See also: Defense diplomacy[image: External link]


Building Partnerships is described as airmen interacting with international airmen and other relevant actors to develop, guide, and sustain relationships for mutual benefit and security. Building Partnerships is about interacting with others and is therefore an inherently inter-personal and cross-cultural undertaking. Through both words and deeds, the majority of interaction is devoted to building trust-based relationships for mutual benefit. It includes both foreign partners as well as domestic partners and emphasizes collaboration with foreign governments, militaries and populations as well as US government departments, agencies, industry, and NGOs. To better facilitate partnering efforts, Airmen should be competent in the relevant language, region, and culture.[14]

Communicate refers to developing and presenting information to domestic audiences to improve understanding. It is also the ability to develop and present information to foreign adversary audiences to affect their perceptions, will, behavior and capabilities in order to further US national security and shared global security interests.[14]

Shape refers to conducting activities to affect the perceptions, will, behavior, and capabilities of partners, military forces, and relevant populations to further U.S. national security or shared global security interests.[14]
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 History




Main article: History of the United States Air Force[image: External link]


The U.S. War Department[image: External link] created the first antecedent of the U.S. Air Force in 1907, which through a succession of changes of organization, titles, and missions advanced toward eventual separation 40 years later. In World War II, almost 68,000 U.S airmen died helping to win the war; only the infantry suffered more enlisted casualties.[16] In practice, the U.S. Army Air Forces[image: External link] ( USAAF[image: External link]) was virtually independent of the Army[image: External link] during World War II, but officials wanted formal independence. The National Security Act of 1947[image: External link] was signed on 26 July 1947 by President Harry S Truman, which established the Department of the Air Force[image: External link], but it was not until 18 September 1947, when the first secretary of the Air Force, W. Stuart Symington[image: External link], was sworn into office that the Air Force was officially formed.[17][18]

The act created the National Military Establishment (renamed Department of Defense in 1949), which was composed of three subordinate Military Departments, namely the Department of the Army[image: External link], the Department of the Navy[image: External link], and the newly created Department of the Air Force.[19] Prior to 1947, the responsibility for military aviation was shared between the Army (for land-based operations), the Navy[image: External link] (for sea-based operations from aircraft carriers[image: External link] and amphibious[image: External link] aircraft), and the Marine Corps[image: External link] (for close air support of infantry operations). The 1940s proved to be important in other ways as well. In 1947, Captain Chuck Yeager broke the sound barrier in his X-1 rocket-powered aircraft, beginning a new era of aeronautics in America.[20]

The predecessor organizations in the Army of today's Air Force are:


	
Aeronautical Division, Signal Corps[image: External link] (1 August 1907 – 18 July 1914)

	
Aviation Section, Signal Corps[image: External link] (18 July 1914 – 20 May 1918)

	
Division of Military Aeronautics[image: External link] (20 May 1918 to 24 May 1918)

	
U.S. Army Air Service[image: External link] (24 May 1918 to 2 July 1926)

	
U.S. Army Air Corps[image: External link] (2 July 1926 to 20 June 1941) and

	
U.S. Army Air Forces[image: External link] (20 June 1941 to 18 September 1947)
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 Recent history




During the early 2000s, the USAF fumbled several high-profile aircraft procurement projects, such as the missteps on the KC-X[image: External link] program. Winslow Wheeler has written that this pattern represents "failures of intellect and – much more importantly – ethics."[21] As a result, the USAF fleet is setting new records for average aircraft age and needs to replace its fleets of fighters, bombers, airborne tankers, and airborne warning aircraft, in an age of restrictive defense budgets.[22] Finally in the midst of scandal and failure in maintaining its nuclear arsenal, the civilian and military leaders of the air force were replaced in 2008.[23]

Since 2005, the USAF has placed a strong focus on the improvement of Basic Military Training[image: External link] (BMT) for enlisted personnel. While the intense training has become longer, it also has shifted to include a deployment phase. This deployment phase, now called the BEAST, places the trainees in a surreal environment that they may experience once they deploy. While the trainees do tackle the massive obstacle courses along with the BEAST, the other portions include defending and protecting their base of operations, forming a structure of leadership, directing search and recovery, and basic self aid buddy care. During this event, the Military Training Instructors (MTI) act as mentors and enemy forces in a deployment exercise.[24]

In 2007, the USAF undertook a Reduction-in-Force (RIF). Because of budget constraints, the USAF planned to reduce the service's size from 360,000 active duty personnel to 316,000.[25] The size of the active duty force in 2007 was roughly 64% of that of what the USAF was at the end of the first Gulf War[image: External link] in 1991.[26] However, the reduction was ended at approximately 330,000 personnel in 2008 in order to meet the demand signal of combatant commanders and associated mission requirements.[25] These same constraints have seen a sharp reduction in flight hours for crew training since 2005[27] and the Deputy Chief of Staff for Manpower and Personnel directing Airmen's Time Assessments.[28]

On 5 June 2008, Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Robert Gates accepted the resignations of both the Secretary of the Air Force[image: External link], Michael Wynne[image: External link], and the Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force[image: External link], General[image: External link] T. Michael Moseley[image: External link]. In his decision to fire both men Gates cited "systemic issues associated with... declining Air Force nuclear mission focus and performance".[29] Left unmentioned by Gates was that he had repeatedly clashed with Wynne and Moseley over other important issues to the service, but nothing related to the nuclear mission.[30] This followed an investigation into two embarrassing incidents involving mishandling of nuclear weapons[image: External link]: specifically a nuclear weapons incident[image: External link] aboard a B-52 flight between Minot AFB[image: External link] and Barksdale AFB[image: External link], and an accidental shipment of nuclear weapons components to Taiwan. The resignations were also the culmination of disputes between the Air Force leadership, populated primarily by non-nuclear background fighter pilots, versus Gates.[31] To put more emphasis on nuclear assets, the USAF established the nuclear-focused Air Force Global Strike Command[image: External link] on 24 October 2008.[32]

On 26 June 2009, the USAF released a force structure plan that cut fighter aircraft and shifted resources to better support nuclear, irregular and information warfare.[33] On 23 July 2009, The USAF released their Unmanned Aerial System (UAS) Flight Plan, detailing Air Force UAS plans through 2047.[34] One third of the planes that the USAF planned to buy in the future were to be unmanned.[35]

In 2011, the Air Force disallowed the wear of so-called "Friday name tags" [clarification needed[image: External link]] by aircrew personnel on flight suits and flight jackets per the new dress and appearance standards.[36] This has been a tradition regarding call signs that dated to World War I.[37]
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 Conflicts




The United States has been involved in many wars, conflicts and operations using military air operations. Air combat operations before, and since the official conception of the USAF include:


	World War I[38] as Aviation Section, U.S. Signal Corps[image: External link] and United States Army Air Service[image: External link]


	World War II[38] as United States Army Air Forces[image: External link]


	Cold War[image: External link]

	Korean War[image: External link]

	Vietnam War[image: External link]

	
Operation Eagle Claw[image: External link] (1980 Iranian hostage rescue)

	
Operation Urgent Fury[image: External link] (1983 US invasion of Grenada)

	
Operation El Dorado Canyon[image: External link] (1986 US Bombing of Libya)

	
Operation Just Cause[image: External link] (1989–1990 US invasion of Panama)

	
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm[image: External link] (1990–1991 Persian Gulf War)

	
Operation Southern Watch[image: External link] (1992–2003 Iraq no-fly zone)

	
Operation Deliberate Force[image: External link] (1995 NATO bombing in Bosnia and Herzegovina)

	
Operation Northern Watch[image: External link] (1997–2003 Iraq no-fly zone)

	
Operation Desert Fox[image: External link] (1998 bombing of Iraq)

	
Operation Allied Force[image: External link] (1999 NATO bombing of Yugoslavia)

	
Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link] (2001–present Afghanistan War)

	
Operations Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn (2003–2011 Iraq War)

	
Operation Odyssey Dawn[image: External link] (2011 Libyan no-fly zone)

	
Operation Inherent Resolve[image: External link] (2014–present: intervention against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link])

	
Operation Atlantic Resolve[image: External link] (2015 NATO defence of Europe)



In addition since the USAF dwarfs all allied air forces, it often provides support for allied forces in conflicts to which the United States is otherwise not involved, for example the 2013 French campaign in Mali[image: External link].[39]
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 Humanitarian operations




The USAF has also taken part in numerous humanitarian operations. Some of the more major ones include the following:[40]


	Berlin Airlift (Operation Vittles), 1948–1949[image: External link]

	Operation Safe Haven, 1956–1957[image: External link]

	Operations Babylift[image: External link], New Life[image: External link], Frequent Wind[image: External link], and New Arrivals[image: External link], 1975

	
Operation Provide Comfort[image: External link], 1991

	
Operation Sea Angel[image: External link], 1991

	
Operation Provide Hope[image: External link], 1992–1993

	
Operation Provide Promise[image: External link], 1992–1996

	
Operation Unified Assistance[image: External link], December 2004 – April 2005[image: External link]


	
Operation Unified Response[image: External link], 14 January 2010–present

	
Operation Tomodachi[image: External link], 12 March 2011 – 1 May 2011
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 Budget sequestration




Due to the Budget sequestration in 2013[image: External link], the USAF was forced to ground many of its squadrons. The Commander of Air Combat Command[image: External link], General Mike Hostage[image: External link] indicated that the USAF must reduce its F-15[image: External link] and F-16[image: External link] fleets and eliminate platforms like the A-10[image: External link] in order to focus on a fifth-generation jet fighter[image: External link] future.[41] In response to squadron groundings and flight time reductions, many Air Force pilots have opted to resign from active duty and enter the Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard while pursuing careers in the commercial airlines where they can find flight hours on more modern aircraft.[42]

Specific concerns include a compounded inability for the Air Force to replace its aging fleet, and an overall reduction of strength and readiness.[43] The USAF attempted to make these adjustments by primarily cutting the Air National Guard[image: External link] and Air Force Reserve[image: External link] aircraft fleets and their associated manpower, but Congress reversed this initiative and the majority of the lost manpower will come from the active forces.[44] However, Congress did allow for $208 million of reprogramming from fleet modernization to enable some portion of the third of the grounded fleet to resume operations.[45]
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 Organization




Main articles: Structure of the United States Air Force[image: External link] and Department of the Air Force structure[image: External link]
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 Administrative organization




The Department of the Air Force[image: External link] is one of three military departments within the Department of Defense, and is managed by the civilian Secretary of the Air Force[image: External link], under the authority, direction, and control of the Secretary of Defense[image: External link]. The senior officials in the Office of the Secretary[image: External link] are the Under Secretary of the Air Force[image: External link], four Assistant Secretaries of the Air Force[image: External link] and the General Counsel[image: External link], all of whom are appointed by the President with the advice and consent[image: External link] of the Senate. The senior uniformed leadership in the Air Staff[image: External link] is made up of the Chief of Staff of the Air Force[image: External link] and the Vice Chief of Staff of the Air Force[image: External link].

The directly subordinate commands and units are named Field Operating Agency[image: External link] (FOA), Direct Reporting Unit[image: External link] (DRU), and the currently unused Separate Operating Agency.

The Major Command[image: External link] (MAJCOM) is the superior hierarchical level of command. Including the Air Force Reserve Command, as of 30 September 2006, USAF has ten major commands. The Numbered Air Force[image: External link] (NAF) is a level of command directly under the MAJCOM, followed by Operational Command (now unused), Air Division[image: External link] (also now unused), Wing[image: External link], Group[image: External link], Squadron[image: External link], and Flight.
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 Headquarters Air Force
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 Major Commands (Force Structure)




The major components of the U.S. Air Force, as of 28 August 2015, are the following:[46]


	Active duty forces

	57 flying wings, eight space wings, and 55 non-flying wings

	nine flying groups, eight non-flying groups

	134 flying squadrons, 43 space squadrons









	Air Force Reserve Command

	35 flying wings, one space wing

	four flying groups

	67 flying squadrons, six space squadrons









	Air National Guard

	87 flying wings

	101 flying squadrons, four space squadrons









	
Civil Air Patrol[image: External link][47]

	eight regional commands and 52 wings







The USAF, including its Air Reserve Component (e.g., Air Force Reserve + Air National Guard), possesses a total of 302 flying squadrons.[48]
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 Operational organization




Main article: List of active United States Air Force aircraft squadrons[image: External link]


The organizational structure as shown above is responsible for the peacetime organization, equipping, and training of aerospace units for operational missions. When required to support operational missions, the Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) directs the Secretary of the Air Force[image: External link] (SECAF) to execute a Change in Operational Control (CHOP) of these units from their administrative alignment to the operational command of a Regional[image: External link] Combatant Commander[image: External link] (CCDR). In the case of AFSPC, AFSOC, PACAF, and USAFE units, forces are normally employed in-place under their existing CCDR. Likewise, AMC forces operating in support roles retain their componency to USTRANSCOM[image: External link] unless chopped to a Regional CCDR.
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 Aerospace Expeditionary Task Force




"Chopped" units are referred to as forces. The top-level structure of these forces is the Air and Space Expeditionary Task Force[image: External link] (AETF). The AETF is the Air Force presentation of forces to a CCDR for the employment of Air Power. Each CCDR is supported by a standing Component Numbered Air Force (C-NAF) to provide planning and execution of aerospace forces in support of CCDR requirements. Each C-NAF consists of a Commander, Air Force Forces (COMAFFOR) and AFFOR/A-staff, and an Air Operations Center (AOC). As needed to support multiple Joint Force Commanders (JFC) in the CCMD[image: External link]'s Area of Responsibility (AOR), the C-NAF may deploy Air Component Coordinate Elements (ACCE) to liaise with the JFC. If the Air Force possesses the preponderance of air forces in a JFC's area of operations, the COMAFFOR will also serve as the Joint Forces Air Component Commander[image: External link] (JFACC).
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 Commander, Air Force Forces




The Commander, Air Force Forces (COMAFFOR) is the senior USAF officer responsible for the employment of air power in support of JFC objectives. The COMAFFOR has a special staff and an A-Staff to ensure assigned or attached forces are properly organized, equipped, and trained to support the operational mission.
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 Air Operations Center




The Air Operations Center[image: External link] (AOC) is the JFACC's Command and Control[image: External link] (C2) center. Several AOCs have been established throughout the Air Force worldwide. These centers are responsible for planning and executing air power missions in support of JFC objectives.
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 Air Expeditionary Wings/Groups/Squadrons




The AETF generates air power to support CCMD objectives from Air Expeditionary Wings[image: External link] (AEW) or Air Expeditionary Groups (AEG). These units are responsible for receiving combat forces from Air Force MAJCOMs, preparing these forces for operational missions, launching and recovering these forces, and eventually returning forces to the MAJCOMs. Theater Air Control Systems control employment of forces during these missions.
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 Personnel




The classification of any USAF job for officers or enlisted airmen is the Air Force Specialty Code[image: External link] (AFSC).

AFSCs range from officer specialties such as pilot, combat systems officer[image: External link], missile launch officer, intelligence officer, aircraft maintenance officer, judge advocate general (JAG), medical doctor, nurse or other fields, to various enlisted specialties. The latter range from flight combat operations such as a gunner, to working in a dining facility to ensure that members are properly fed. There are additional occupational fields such as computer specialties, mechanic specialties, enlisted aircrew[image: External link], communication systems, cyberspace operations, avionics technicians, medical specialties, civil engineering, public affairs, hospitality, law, drug counseling, mail operations, security forces[image: External link], and search and rescue specialties.[49]

Beyond combat flight crew personnel, perhaps the most dangerous USAF jobs are Explosive Ordnance Disposal[image: External link] (EOD), Combat rescue officer[image: External link], Pararescue[image: External link], Security Forces[image: External link], Combat Control[image: External link], Combat Weather[image: External link], Tactical Air Control Party[image: External link], and AFOSI[image: External link] agents, who deploy with infantry[image: External link] and special operations[image: External link] units who disarm bombs, rescue downed or isolated personnel, call in air strikes[image: External link] and set up landing zones in forward locations. Most of these are enlisted[image: External link] positions augmented by a smaller number of commissioned officers. Other career fields that have seen increasing exposure to combat include civil engineers, vehicle operators, and Air Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI) personnel.

Nearly all enlisted career fields are "entry level", meaning that the USAF provides all training. Some enlistees are able to choose a particular field, or at least a field before actually joining, while others are assigned an AFSC at Basic Military Training (BMT). After BMT, new enlisted airmen attend a technical training school where they learn their particular AFSC. Second Air Force, a part of Air Education and Training Command, is responsible for nearly all enlisted technical training.

Training programs vary in length; for example, 3M0X1 (Services) has 31 days of tech school training, while 3E8X1 (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) is one year of training with a preliminary school and a main school consisting of over 10 separate divisions, sometimes taking students close to two years to complete. Officer technical training conducted by Second Air Force can also vary by AFSC, while flight training for aeronautically-rated officers conducted by AETC's Nineteenth Air Force can last well in excess of one year.

USAF rank is divided between enlisted[image: External link] airmen, non-commissioned officers, and commissioned officers, and ranges from the enlisted Airman Basic (E-1) to the commissioned officer rank of General (O-10). Enlisted promotions are granted based on a combination of test scores, years of experience, and selection board approval while officer promotions are based on time-in-grade and a promotion selection board. Promotions among enlisted personnel and non-commissioned officers are generally designated by increasing numbers of insignia chevrons.[50] Commissioned officer rank is designated by bars, oak leaves, a silver eagle, and anywhere from one to five stars.[51] Henry "Hap" Arnold[image: External link] is the only individual in the history of the US Air Force to attain the rank of five-star general.[52]
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 Commissioned officers




Main article: United States Air Force officer rank insignia[image: External link]


The commissioned officer ranks of the USAF are divided into three categories: company grade officers[image: External link], field grade officers[image: External link], and general officers[image: External link]. Company grade officers are those officers in pay grades O-1 to O-3, while field grade officers are those in pay grades O-4 to O-6, and general officers are those in pay grades of O-7 and above.[53]

Air Force officer promotions are governed by the Defense Officer Personnel Management Act[image: External link] of 1980 and its companion Reserve Officer Personnel Management Act (ROPMA) for officers in the Air Force Reserve and the Air National Guard. DOPMA also establishes limits on the number of officers that can serve at any given time in the Air Force. Currently, promotion from second lieutenant to first lieutenant is virtually guaranteed after two years of satisfactory service. The promotion from first lieutenant to captain is competitive after successfully completing another two years of service, with a selection rate varying between 99% and 100%. Promotion to major through major general is through a formal selection board process, while promotions to lieutenant general and general are contingent upon nomination to specific general officer positions and subject to U.S. Senate approval.

During the board process an officer's record is reviewed by a selection board at the Air Force Personnel Center at Randolph Air Force Base[image: External link] in San Antonio, Texas. At the 10 to 11 year mark, captains will take part in a selection board to major. If not selected, they will meet a follow-on board to determine if they will be allowed to remain in the Air Force. Promotion from major to lieutenant colonel is similar and occurs approximately between the thirteen year (for officers who were promoted to major early "below the zone") and the fifteen year mark, where a certain percentage of majors will be selected below zone (i.e., "early"), in zone (i.e., "on time") or above zone (i.e., "late") for promotion to lieutenant colonel. This process will repeat at the 16 year mark (for officers previously promoted early to major and lieutenant colonel) to the 21 year mark for promotion to full colonel.

The Air Force has the largest ratio of general officers to total strength of all of the U.S. armed forces and this ratio has continued to increase even as the force has shrunk from its Cold War highs.[54]



	US DoD Pay Grade[image: External link]
	O-1
	O-2
	O-3
	O-4
	O-5
	O-6
	O-7
	O-8
	O-9
	O-10
	Special1



	Insignia



	Air Force Service Dress Uniform Insignia



	Title
	Second Lieutenant[image: External link]
	First Lieutenant[image: External link]
	Captain[image: External link]
	Major[image: External link]
	Lieutenant Colonel[image: External link]
	Colonel[image: External link]
	Brigadier General[image: External link]
	Major General[image: External link]
	Lieutenant General[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	General of the Air Force[image: External link]



	Abbreviation
	2d Lt
	1st Lt
	Capt
	Maj
	Lt Col
	Col
	Brig Gen
	Maj Gen
	Lt Gen
	Gen
	GOAF



	NATO Code
	OF-1
	OF-1
	OF-2
	OF-3
	OF-4
	OF-5
	OF-6
	OF-7
	OF-8
	OF-9
	OF-10
	



	

	No periods are used in actual grade abbreviation, only in press releases to conform with AP standards[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

	
1 Honorary/War time rank.
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 Warrant officers




Although provision is made in Title 10 of the United States Code[image: External link] for the Secretary of the Air Force[image: External link] to appoint warrant officers, the Air Force does not currently use warrant officer[image: External link] grades, and is the only one of the U.S. Armed Services[image: External link] not to do so. The Air Force inherited warrant officer ranks from the Army[image: External link] at its inception in 1947. The Air Force stopped appointing warrant officers in 1959,[55] the same year the first promotions were made to the new top enlisted grade, Chief Master Sergeant[image: External link]. Most of the existing Air Force warrant officers entered the commissioned officer ranks during the 1960s, but small numbers continued to exist in the warrant officer grades for the next 21 years.

The last active duty Air Force warrant officer, CWO4 James H. Long, retired in 1980 and the last Air Force Reserve warrant officer, CWO4 Bob Barrow, retired in 1992.[56] Upon his retirement, he was honorarily promoted to CWO5, the only person in the Air Force ever to hold this grade.[55] Barrow died in April 2008.[57] Since Barrow's retirement, the Air Force warrant officer ranks, while still authorized by law, are not used.
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 Enlisted airmen




Main article: United States Air Force enlisted rank insignia[image: External link]


Enlisted members of the USAF have pay grades[image: External link] from E-1 (entry level) to E-9 (senior enlisted). While all USAF military personnel are referred to as Airmen, the term also refers to the pay grades of E-1 through E-4, which are below the level of non-commissioned officers[image: External link] (NCOs). Above the pay grade of E-4 (i.e., pay grades E-5 through E-9) all ranks fall into the category of NCO and are further subdivided into "NCOs" (pay grades E-5 and E-6) and "Senior NCOs" (pay grades E-7 through E-9); the term "Junior NCO" is sometimes used to refer to staff sergeants and technical sergeants (pay grades E-5 and E-6).[58]

The USAF is the only branch of the U.S. military where NCO status is achieved when an enlisted person reaches the pay grade of E-5. In all other branches, NCO status is generally achieved at the pay grade of E-4 (e.g., a Corporal[image: External link] in the Army[image: External link][59] and Marine Corps[image: External link], Petty Officer Third Class[image: External link] in the Navy[image: External link] and Coast Guard[image: External link]). The Air Force mirrored the Army from 1976 to 1991 with an E-4 being either a Senior Airman wearing three stripes without a star or a Sergeant (referred to as "Buck Sergeant"), which was noted by the presence of the central star and considered an NCO. Despite not being an NCO, a Senior Airman who has completed Airman Leadership School[image: External link] can be a supervisor according to the AFI 36-2618.



	US DoD Pay grade[image: External link]
	E-1
	E-2
	E-3
	E-4
	E-5
	E-6
	E-7
	E-8
	E-9



	Insignia
	No Insignia



	Title
	Airman

Basic[image: External link]
	Airman[image: External link]
	Airman First

Class[image: External link]
	Senior

Airman[image: External link]
	Staff

Sergeant[image: External link]
	Technical

Sergeant[image: External link]
	Master

Sergeant[image: External link]¹
	Senior Master

Sergeant[image: External link]¹
	Chief Master

Sergeant[image: External link]¹
	Command Chief

Master Sergeant[image: External link]
	Chief Master Sergeant

of the Air Force[image: External link]



	Abbreviation
	AB
	Amn
	A1C
	SrA
	SSgt
	TSgt
	MSgt
	SMSgt
	CMSgt
	CCM
	CMSAF



	NATO Code
	OR-1
	OR-2
	OR-3
	OR-4
	OR-5
	OR-6
	OR-7
	OR-8
	OR-9
	OR-9
	OR-9



	
¹ The USAF does not have a separate First Sergeant[image: External link] rank; it is instead a duty denoted by a diamond within the upper field.
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 Uniforms




Main article: Uniforms of the United States Air Force[image: External link]


The first USAF dress uniform, in 1947, was dubbed and patented " Uxbridge[image: External link] Blue" after "Uxbridge 1683 Blue", developed at the former Bachman-Uxbridge Worsted Company.[60] The current Service Dress Uniform, which was adopted in 1993 and standardized in 1995, consists of a three-button, pocketless coat, similar to that of a men's "sport jacket" (with silver "U.S." pins on the lapels, with a silver ring surrounding on those of enlisted members), matching trousers, and either a service cap or flight cap, all in Shade 1620, "Air Force Blue" (a darker purplish-blue). This is worn with a light blue shirt (Shade 1550) and Shade 1620 herringbone patterned necktie. Enlisted members wear sleeve insignia on both the jacket and shirt, while officers wear metal rank insignia pinned onto the coat, and Air Force Blue slide-on epaulet loops on the shirt. USAF personnel assigned to Base Honor Guard duties wear, for certain occasions, a modified version of the standard service dress uniform, but with silver trim on the sleeves and trousers, with the addition of a ceremonial belt (if necessary), wheel cap with silver trim and Hap Arnold Device, and a silver aiguillette placed on the left shoulder seam and all devices and accoutrement.

The Airman Battle Uniform[image: External link] (ABU) became the sole authorized utility uniform (except the flight suit for air, missile and space crews) of the USAF on 1 November 2011. The ABU replaced the Battle Dress Uniform[image: External link] (BDU) previously worn by all U.S. military forces.
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 Awards and badges




Main articles: Awards and decorations of the United States Air Force[image: External link] and Badges of the United States Air Force[image: External link]


In addition to basic uniform clothing, various badges[image: External link] are used by the USAF to indicate a billet assignment or qualification-level for a given assignment. Badges can also be used as merit-based or service-based awards[image: External link]. Over time, various badges[image: External link] have been discontinued and are no longer distributed. Authorized badges include the Shields of USAF Fire Protection, and Security Forces, and the Missile Badge (or "pocket rocket"), which is earned after working in a missile system maintenance or missile operations capacity for at least one year.
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 Training




See also: Air Force Specialty Code[image: External link]


All non-prior service enlisted Airmen attend Basic Military Training[image: External link] (BMT) at Lackland Air Force Base[image: External link] in San Antonio[image: External link], Texas for 8 1/2 weeks. The Air Force accepts the basic training programs of other U.S. military branches in lieu of BMT for airmen who enlist having completed prior service in the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard.

Officers may be commissioned upon graduation from the United States Air Force Academy[image: External link], upon graduation from another college or university through the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps[image: External link] (AFROTC) program, or through the Air Force Officer Training School[image: External link] (OTS). OTS, previously located at Lackland AFB[image: External link], Texas until 1993 and located at Maxwell Air Force Base[image: External link] in Montgomery, Alabama since 1993, in turn encompasses two separate commissioning programs: Basic Officer Training (BOT), which is for line-officer candidates of the active-duty Air Force and the U.S. Air Force Reserve; and the Academy of Military Science[image: External link] (AMS), which is for line-officer candidates of the Air National Guard. (The term "line officer" derives from the concept of the line of battle[image: External link] and refers to an officer whose role falls somewhere within the "Line of the Air", meaning combat or combat-support operations within the scope of legitimate combatants as defined by the Geneva Conventions.)

The Air Force also provides Commissioned Officer Training (COT) for officers of all three components who are direct-commissioned to non-line positions due to their credentials in medicine, law, religion, biological sciences, or healthcare administration. Originally viewed as a "knife and fork school" that covered little beyond basic wear of the uniform, COT in recent years has been fully integrated into the OTS program and today encompasses extensive coursework as well as field exercises in leadership, confidence, fitness, and deployed-environment operations.
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 Air Force Fitness Test




Main article: United States Air Force Fitness Assessment[image: External link]


The US Air Force Fitness Test (AFFT) is designed to test the abdominal circumference, muscular strength/endurance and cardiovascular respiratory fitness of airmen in the USAF. As part of the Fit to Fight program, the USAF adopted a more stringent physical fitness assessment; the new fitness program was put into effect on 1 June 2010. The annual ergo-cycle test which the USAF had used for several years had been replaced in 2004. In the AFFT, Airmen are given a score based on performance consisting of four components: waist circumference, the sit-up, the push-up, and a 1.5-mile (2.4 km) run. Airmen can potentially earn a score of 100, with the run counting as 60%, waist circumference as 20%, and both strength test counting as 10% each. A passing score is 75 points. Effective 1 July 2010, the AFFT is administered by the base Fitness Assessment Cell (FAC), and is required twice a year. Personnel may test once a year if he or she earns a score above a 90%. Additionally, only meeting the minimum standards on each one of these tests will not get you a passing score of 75%, and failing any one component will result in a failure for the entire test.
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 Aircraft inventory




Main article: List of active United States military aircraft[image: External link]


The U.S. Air Force has over 5,638 aircraft in service as of September 2012.[61] Until 1962, the Army and Air Force maintained one system of aircraft naming, while the U.S. Navy maintained a separate system. In 1962, these were unified into a single system heavily reflecting the Army/Air Force method. For more complete information on the workings of this system, refer to United States Department of Defense aerospace vehicle designation[image: External link]. The various aircraft of the Air Force include:
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 A – Ground attack




The ground-attack aircraft of the USAF are designed to attack targets on the ground and are often deployed as close air support for, and in proximity to, U.S. ground forces. The proximity to friendly forces require precision strikes from these aircraft that are not possible with bomber aircraft listed below. Their role is tactical rather than strategic, operating at the front of the battle rather than against targets deeper in the enemy's rear.

The A-10 had been projected to be retired beginning in 2022 after being replaced by the F-35.[62] The AC-130J is under development and is scheduled to replace all older AC-130 variants. The AC-130Ws are former MC-130W Combat Spear aircraft.


	A-10C Thunderbolt II[image: External link]

	AC-130J Ghostrider[image: External link]

	AC-130U Spooky II[image: External link]

	AC-130W Stinger II[image: External link]
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 B – Bombers




In the US Air Force, the distinction between bombers, fighters that are actually fighter-bombers, and attack aircraft has become blurred. Many attack aircraft, even ones that look like fighters, are optimized to drop bombs, with very little ability to engage in aerial combat. Many fighter aircraft, such as the F-16, are often used as 'bomb trucks', despite being designed for aerial combat. Perhaps the one meaningful distinction at present is the question of range: a bomber is generally a long-range aircraft capable of striking targets deep within enemy territory, whereas fighter bombers and attack aircraft are limited to 'theater' missions in and around the immediate area of battlefield combat. Even that distinction is muddied by the availability of aerial refueling, which greatly increases the potential radius of combat operations. The US, Russia, and the People's Republic of China operate bombers.

The service's B-2A aircraft entered service in the 1990s, its B-1B aircraft in the 1980s and its current B-52H aircraft in the early 1960s. The B-52 Stratofortress[image: External link] airframe design is over 60 years old and the B-52H aircraft currently in the active inventory were all built between 1960 and 1962. The B-52H is scheduled to remain in service for another 30 years, which would keep the airframe in service for nearly 90 years, an unprecedented length of service for any aircraft. The B-21[image: External link] is projected to replace the B-52 and parts of the B-1B force by the mid-2020s.[63]


	B-1B Lancer[image: External link]

	B-2A Spirit[image: External link]

	B-52H Stratofortress[image: External link]
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 C – Cargo transport




The Air Force can provide rapid global mobility, which lies at the heart of U.S. strategy in this environment—without the capability to project forces, there is no conventional deterrent. As U.S. forces stationed overseas continue to decline, global interests remain, making the unique mobility capabilities of the USAF even more in demand. Air mobility is a national asset of growing importance for responding to emergencies and protecting American interests around the globe.

Cargo and transport aircraft are typically used to deliver troops, weapons and other military equipment by a variety of methods to any area of military operations around the world, usually outside of the commercial flight routes in uncontrolled airspace. The workhorses of the USAF Air Mobility Command[image: External link] are the C-130 Hercules[image: External link], C-17 Globemaster III[image: External link], and C-5 Galaxy[image: External link]. The CV-22 is used by the Air Force for the U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM). It conducts long-range, special operations missions, and is equipped with extra fuel tanks and terrain-following radar. Some aircraft serve specialized transportation roles such as executive/embassy support (C-12), Antarctic Support (LC-130H), and USSOCOM support (C-27J, C-145A, and C-146A). The WC-130H aircraft are former weather reconnaissance aircraft, now reverted to the transport mission.

Although most of the US Air Force's cargo aircraft were specially designed with the Air Force in mind, some aircraft such as the C-12 Huron (Beechcraft Super King Air[image: External link]) and C-146 (Dornier 328[image: External link]) are militarized conversions of existing civilian aircraft.


	C-5A, C-5B, C-5C and C-5M Galaxy[image: External link]

	C-12C, C-12D, C-12F and C-12J Huron[image: External link]

	C-17A Globemaster III[image: External link]

	C-27J Spartan[image: External link]

	C-130H, LC-130H, and WC-130H Hercules[image: External link]

	C-130J and C-130J-30 Super Hercules[image: External link]

	C-144[image: External link]

	C-145A Skytruck[image: External link]

	C-146A Wolfhound[image: External link]

	CV-22B Osprey[image: External link]
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 E – Special electronic




The purpose of electronic warfare is to deny the opponent an advantage in the EMS and ensure friendly, unimpeded access to the EM spectrum portion of the information environment. Electronic warfare aircraft are used to keep airspaces friendly, and send critical information to anyone who needs it. They are often called "The Eye in the Sky." The roles of the aircraft vary greatly among the different variants to include Electronic Warfare/Jamming (EC-130H), Psychological Operations/Communications (EC-130J), Airborne Early Warning and Control (E-3), Airborne Command Post (E-4B), ground targeting radar (E-8C), range control (E-9A), and communications relay (E-11A)


	EC-130H Compass Call[image: External link]

	EC-130J Commando Solo[image: External link]

	E-3B, E-3C and E-3G Sentry[image: External link]

	E-4B "Nightwatch"[image: External link]

	E-8C JSTARS[image: External link]

	E-9A Widget[image: External link]

	E-11A[image: External link]
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 F – Fighter




The fighter aircraft of the USAF are small, fast, and maneuverable military aircraft primarily used for air-to-air combat. Many of these fighters have secondary ground-attack capabilities, and some are dual-roled as fighter-bombers (e.g., the F-16 Fighting Falcon[image: External link]); the term "fighter" is also sometimes used colloquially for dedicated ground-attack aircraft. Other missions include interception of bombers and other fighters, reconnaissance, and patrol. The F-16 is currently used by the USAF Air Demonstration squadron, the Thunderbirds[image: External link], while a small number of both man-rated and non-man-rated F-4 Phantom II[image: External link] are retained as QF-4 aircraft for use as Full Scale Aerial Targets (FSAT) or as part of the USAF Heritage Flight program. These extant QF-4 aircraft are being replaced in the FSAT role by early model F-16 aircraft converted to QF-16 configuration. The USAF has 2,025 fighters in service as of September 2012.[61]


	F-15C and F-15D Eagle[image: External link]

	F-15E Strike Eagle[image: External link]

	F-16C and F-16D Fighting Falcon[image: External link]

	F-22A Raptor[image: External link]

	F-35A Lightning II[image: External link]
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 H – Search and rescue




These aircraft are used for search and rescue[image: External link] and combat search and rescue[image: External link] on land or sea. The HC-130N/P aircraft are being replaced by newer HC-130J models. HH-60U are replacement aircraft for "G" models that have been lost in combat operations or accidents. New HH-60W helicopters are under development to replace both the "G" and "U" model Pave Hawks.


	HC-130N and HC-130P Combat King[image: External link]

	HC-130J Combat King II[image: External link]

	HH-60G and HH-60U Pave Hawk[image: External link]
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 K – Tanker




The USAF's KC-135 and KC-10 aerial refueling aircraft are based on civilian jets. The USAF aircraft are equipped primarily for providing the fuel via a tail-mounted refueling boom, and can be equipped with "probe and drogue" refueling systems. Air-to-air refueling is extensively used in large-scale operations and also used in normal operations; fighters, bombers, and cargo aircraft rely heavily on the lesser-known "tanker" aircraft. This makes these aircraft an essential part of the Air Force's global mobility and the U.S. force projection. The KC-46A Pegasus[image: External link] is undergoing testing and is projected to be delivered to USAF units starting in 2017.


	KC-10A Extender[image: External link]

	KC-135R and KC-135T Stratotanker[image: External link]
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 M – Multi-mission




Specialized multi-mission aircraft provide support for global special operations missions. These aircraft conduct infiltration, exfiltration, resupply, and refueling for SOF teams from improvised or otherwise short runways. The MC-130J is currently being fielded to replace "H" and "P" models used by U.S. Special Operations Command. The MC-12W is used in the Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) role.


	MC-130H Combat Talon II[image: External link]

	MC-130J Commando II[image: External link]

	MC-130P Combat Shadow[image: External link]

	MC-12W Liberty[image: External link]




	Q – Multi-mission Remote Piloted Aircraft



Initial generations of RPAs were primarily surveillance aircraft, but some were fitted with weaponry (such as the MQ-1 Predator, which used AGM-114 Hellfire air-to-ground missiles). An armed RPA is known as an unmanned combat aerial vehicle (UCAV).


	MQ-1B Predator[image: External link]

	MQ-9B Reaper[image: External link]
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 O – Observation




These aircraft are modified to observe (through visual or other means) and report tactical information concerning composition and disposition of forces. The OC-135 is specifically designed to support the Treaty on Open Skies[image: External link] by observing bases and operations of party members under the 2002 signed treaty.


	OC-135B Open Skies[image: External link]
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 R – Reconnaissance




The reconnaissance aircraft of the USAF are used for monitoring enemy activity, originally carrying no armament. Although the U-2 is designated as a 'utility' aircraft, it is a reconnaissance platform. The roles of the aircraft vary greatly among the different variants to include general monitoring (RC-26B), Ballistic missile monitoring (RC-135S), Electronic Intelligence gathering (RC-135U), Signal Intelligence gathering (RC-135V/W), and high altitude surveillance (U-2)


	RC-26B[image: External link]

	RC-135S Cobra Ball[image: External link]

	RC-135U Combat Sent[image: External link]

	RC-135V and RC-135W Rivet Joint[image: External link]

	U-2S "Dragon Lady"[image: External link]




	Q – Reconnaissance Remote Piloted Aircraft



Several unmanned remotely controlled reconnaissance aircraft (RPAs), have been developed and deployed. Recently, the RPAs have been seen to offer the possibility of cheaper, more capable fighting machines that can be used without risk to aircrews.


	RQ-4A Global Hawk[image: External link]

	RQ-11 Raven[image: External link]

	RQ-170 Sentinel[image: External link]
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 T – Trainer




The Air Force's trainer aircraft are used to train pilots, combat systems officers, and other aircrew in their duties.


	T-1A Jayhawk[image: External link]

	T-6A Texan II[image: External link]

	T-38A, T-38B, T-38C, and AT-38B Talon[image: External link]
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 TG – Trainer Gliders




Several gliders are used by the USAF, primarily used for cadet flying training at the U.S. Air Force Academy.


	TG-15A[image: External link]

	TG-15B[image: External link]
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 U – Utility




Utility aircraft are used basically for what they are needed for at the time. For example, a Huey may be used to transport personnel around a large base or launch site, while it can also be used for evacuation. These aircraft are all around use aircraft.


	U-28A[image: External link]

	UH-1N Iroquois[image: External link]

	UV-18B Twin Otter[image: External link]
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 V – VIP staff transport




These aircraft are used for the transportation of Very Important Persons (VIPs). Notable people include the President, Vice President, Cabinet secretaries, government officials (e.g., senators and representatives), the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and other key personnel.


	
VC-25A[image: External link] (two used as Air Force One[image: External link])

	
C-20A, C20B, C20C[image: External link], C-20G and C20H[image: External link]


	C-21A Learjet[image: External link]

	C-32A and C-32B[image: External link]

	
C-37A[image: External link] and C-37B[image: External link]


	C-38A Courier[image: External link]

	C-40B and C-40C[image: External link]
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 W – Weather reconnaissance




These aircraft are used to study meteorological events such as hurricanes and typhoons.


	WC-130J Hurricane Hunter[image: External link]

	WC-135C and WC-135W Constant Phoenix[image: External link]
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 Undesignated foreign aircraft used by Special Operations Squadrons





	
CN-235-100[image: External link][64] (427th Special Operations Squadron[image: External link])
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 LGM – Ballistic Missile





	LGM-30G Minuteman III Intercontinental Ballistic Missile[image: External link]
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 Culture




The culture of the United States Air Force is primarily driven by pilots and so the pilots of various aircraft types have driven its priorities over the years. At first there was a focus on bombers (driven originally by the Bomber Mafia[image: External link]), followed by a focus on fighters (Fighter Mafia[image: External link] and following).[65][66][67]

In response to the 2007 United States Air Force nuclear weapons incident[image: External link], Secretary of Defense Robert Gates accepted in June 2009 the resignations of Secretary of the Air Force[image: External link] Michael Wynne[image: External link] and the Chief of Staff of the Air Force[image: External link] General[image: External link] T. Michael Moseley[image: External link]. Moseley's successor, General Norton A. Schwartz[image: External link], a former airlift and special operations pilot was the first officer appointed to that position who did not have a background as a fighter or bomber pilot.[68] The Washington Post reported in 2010 that General Schwartz began to dismantle the rigid class system of the USAF, particularly in the officer corps.[69]

In 2014, following morale and testing/cheating scandals in the Air Force's missile launch officer[image: External link] community, Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee James[image: External link] admitted that there remained a "systemic problem" in the USAF's management of the nuclear mission.[70]

Daniel L. Magruder, Jr defines USAF culture as a combination of the rigorous application of advanced technology, individualism and progressive airpower theory.[71] Major General[image: External link] Charles J. Dunlap, Jr.[image: External link] adds that the U.S. Air Force's culture also includes an egalitarianism[image: External link] bred from officers perceiving themselves as their service's principal "warriors" working with small groups of enlisted airmen either as the service crew or the onboard crew of their aircraft. Air Force officers have never felt they needed the formal social "distance" from their enlisted force that is common in the other U.S. armed services. Although the paradigm is changing, for most of its history, the Air Force, completely unlike its sister services, has been an organization in which mostly its officers fought, not its enlisted force, the latter being primarily a rear echelon support force. When the enlisted force did go into harm's way, such as members of multi-crewed aircraft, the close comradeship of shared risk in tight quarters created traditions that shaped a somewhat different kind of officer/enlisted relationship than exists elsewhere in the military.[72]

Cultural and career issues in the U.S. Air Force have been cited as one of the reasons for the shortfall in needed UAV[image: External link] operators.[73] In spite of an urgent need for UAVs or drones to provide round the clock coverage for American troops during the Iraq War,[74] the USAF did not establish a new career field for piloting them until the last year of that war and in 2014 changed its RPA training syllabus again, in the face of large aircraft losses in training,[75] and in response to a GAO report critical of handling of drone programs.[76] Paul Scharre has reported that the cultural divide between the USAF and US Army has kept both services from adopting each other's drone handing innovations.[77]

Many of the U.S. Air Force's formal and informal traditions are an amalgamation of those taken from the Royal Air Force[image: External link] (e.g., dining-ins/mess nights) or the experiences of its predecessor organizations such as the U.S. Army Air Service[image: External link], U.S. Army Air Corps[image: External link] and the U.S. Army Air Forces[image: External link]. Some of these traditions range from "Friday Name Tags" in flying units to an annual "Mustache Month." The use of "challenge coins"[image: External link] is a recent innovation that was adopted from the U.S. Army while another cultural tradition unique to the Air Force is the "roof stomp[image: External link]", practiced by Air Force members to welcome a new commander or to commemorate another event, such as a retirement.
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 Slogans and creeds




The United States Air Force has had numerous recruiting slogans including "No One Comes Close" and Uno Ab Alto ("One From On High"). For many years, the U.S. Air Force used "Aim High" as its recruiting slogan;[78][79][80] more recently, they have used "Cross into the Blue", "We've been waiting for you" and "Do Something Amazing",[81] "Above All",[82] and the newest one, as of 7 October 2010, considered a call and response[image: External link], "Aim high" followed with the response, "Fly-Fight-Win"[83] Each wing, group, or squadron usually has its own slogan(s). Information and logos can usually be found on the wing, group, or squadron websites.[84]

The Air Force Core Values are: "Integrity first", "Service before self", "Excellence in all we do".[85] The Airman's Creed[image: External link] is a statement introduced in early 2007 to summarize the culture of the Air Force.

To help further knowledge of their mission and functions, the Air Force has also produced videos, such as "Setting the Conditions for Victory" and "How We Fight",[86] to outline the Air Force role in the war on terrorism and how the service succeeds in its domains of air, space, and cyberspace. The Above All campaign continues to support the message of "air, space and cyberspace" dominance.[82]
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 See also






	Air Force Association[image: External link]

	Air Force Combat Ammunition Center[image: External link]

	Air Force Knowledge Now[image: External link]

	Company Grade Officers' Council[image: External link]

	Department of the Air Force Police[image: External link]

	Future military aircraft of the United States[image: External link]

	List of active United States military aircraft[image: External link]

	List of United States Air Force installations[image: External link]

	List of United States Airmen[image: External link]

	List of U.S. Air Force acronyms and expressions[image: External link]

	National Museum of the United States Air Force[image: External link]

	Structure of the United States Air Force[image: External link]

	United States Air Force Band[image: External link]

	United States Air Force Chaplain Corps[image: External link]

	United States Air Force Combat Control Team[image: External link]

	United States Air Force Medical Service[image: External link]

	United States Air Force Thunderbirds[image: External link]

	Women in the United States Air Force[image: External link]
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Texas Air National Guard






The Texas Air National Guard (TX ANG) is the air force militia of the State of Texas[image: External link], United States of America. It is, along with the Texas Army National Guard[image: External link], an element of the Texas National Guard[image: External link]. No element of the Texas Air National Guard is under United States Air Force command. They are under the jurisdiction of the Governor of Texas through the office of the Texas Adjutant General[image: External link] unless they are federalized by order of the President of the United States. The Texas Air National Guard is headquartered at Camp Mabry, Austin, and its commander is currently Major General John F. Nichols.

Under the "Total Force" concept, Texas Air National Guard units are considered to be Air Reserve Components (ARC) of the United States Air Force (USAF). Texas ANG units are trained and equipped by the Air Force and are operationally gained by a Major Command of the USAF[image: External link] if federalized. In addition, the Texas Air National Guard forces are assigned to Air Expeditionary Forces and are subject to deployment tasking orders along with their active duty and Air Force Reserve counterparts in their assigned cycle deployment window.

Along with their federal reserve obligations, as state militia units the elements of the Texas ANG are subject to being activated by order of the Governor to provide protection of life and property, and preserve peace, order and public safety. State missions include disaster relief in times of earthquakes, hurricanes, floods and forest fires, search and rescue, protection of vital public services, and support to civil defense.
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 Components




The Texas Air National Guard consists of the following major units:


	136th Airlift Wing[image: External link]




	Established 27 January 1947 (as 181st Fighter Squadron[image: External link]); operates: C-130E Hercules[image: External link]


	Stationed at: Carswell Field[image: External link], Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth[image: External link].

	Gained by: Air Mobility Command[image: External link]


	The 136th AW mission is tactical airlift. The aircraft is capable of operating from rough, dirt strips and is the prime transport for air dropping troops and equipment into hostile areas.[1]





	147th Reconnaissance Wing




	Established 29 June 1923 (as 111th Observation Squadron[image: External link]); operates: MQ-1B Predator[image: External link]


	Stationed at: Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base, Houston

	Gained by: Air Combat Command[image: External link]


	The 147th Reconnaissance Wing provides two 24/7 MQ-1B Predator Unmanned Aerial Systems. Its combat support sorties provide theater and national-level leadership with critical real-time Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) and Air-to-Ground Munitions and strike capability.[2]





	149th Fighter Wing[image: External link]




	Established 27 January 1947 (as 182d Fighter Squadron[image: External link]); operates: F-16C/D Fighting Falcon[image: External link]


	Stationed at: Kelly Field Annex[image: External link], Joint Base San Antonio[image: External link]


	Gained by: Air Education and Training Command[image: External link]


	The unit is an F-16 flying training unit that includes a support group with a worldwide mobility commitment.[3]




Support Unit Functions and Capabilities:


	Texas Air National Guard Headquarters




	Texas Air National Guard Headquarters at Camp Mabry[image: External link] in Austin[image: External link] includes the state headquarters staff whose mission is to provide command and control of Texas Air Guard units.




	Air Component Command - TXSG




	The Air Component Command of the Texas State Guard[image: External link] directly supports and extends the mission and operations of the Texas Air National Guard and serves the State of Texas directly as a volunteer command in the Texas Military Forces[image: External link]. AirCC units are embedded with their parent Texas Air National Guard units in San Antonio, Austin, Ft. Worth, Garland, Houston and La Porte.[4]





	254th Combat Communications Group




	The 254th Combat Communications Group is located in Grand Prairie and provides worldwide command, control, communications and computer systems[image: External link], information management and combat support critical to war fighting capabilities.[citation needed[image: External link]] The 254th's primary mission is to provide planning and engineering for Combat Communications Squadrons that provide tactical (high-frequency radio, telephone, satellite and network) communications and terminal air traffic control services to support emergency U.S. Air Force requirements.[citation needed[image: External link]] The 254th provides a staff element for management of communications personnel and equipment when deployed in support of Air Force missions worldwide in locations where these capabilities don't exist, and are prepared to do so under hostile conditions and during peacetime as well. The 254th commands six squadrons across Texas, Oklahoma and Louisiana - the 221st and 236th Combat Communications Squadrons and the 205th, 214th, 219th and 272nd Engineering and Installation Squadrons.[5]





	204th Security Forces Squadron




	The 204th Security Forces Squadron located at Biggs Army Airfield[image: External link], Fort Bliss[image: External link], El Paso. They are the only heavy weapons security forces unit in the Air National Guard.[6] Since the September 11 attacks[image: External link], members of the 204th SFS have seen duty in central and southwest Asia[image: External link], in Africa[image: External link] and even onboard ship in the Persian Gulf[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] They have served on installations in several states in the U.S. and taught military base defense in Latin American countries.[7]





	217th Training Squadron




	The 217th TRS (Nighthawks) is an intelligence training unit that is subordinate to the 149th Fighter Wing[image: External link] at Lackland AFB[image: External link], Texas. The 217th TRS is a GSU (geographically separated unit) and is located on Goodfellow AFB[image: External link], Texas. The unit stood up officially on August 15, 2008 as a unit that works directly for and with the following active duty units: 315 Training Squadron, 316 Training Squadron, and 17 Training Support Squadron, under the 17th Training Group (TRG). 217 TRS instructors are integrated into the existing courses taught within the 17 TRG - primarily the 315 TRS. The main purpose of the unit is to provide additional instructors to Air Education and Training Command (AETC) and the 17th Training Group to further augment the active duty cadre, bring additional experience and continuity to the intelligence courses, and continue with the Department of Defense's vision of "total force integration". Although some 217th TRS instructors are drill status guardsmen, most are full-time air technicians. Lieutenant Colonel James W. Marrs became the first commander of the newly formed 217th Training Squadron upon its activation. Additionally, the 217 TRS will soon be a major training source for Incident Awareness and Assessment (a FEMA disaster response program) and the Geospatial Information Interoperability Exploitation-Portable (GIIEP)system. The unit will be responsible for training any Air National Guard units that require it in order for them to be better prepared to respond to local and national disasters.[8]





	221st Combat Communications Squadron




	The 221st Combat Communications Squadron is co-located in Grand Prairie[image: External link] with their command unit, the 254th Combat Communications Group. The function of the 221st Combat Communications Squadron is to provide communications in a deployed environment. Such requirements may include establishing a Local Area Network, Telephone Network, Wide Area Network, and Radio Communications. All this while ensuring reliable connectivity for those parties serviced and maintaining mission effectiveness.[9]





	273d Information Operations Squadron




	The 273d Information Operations Squadron, located in San Antonio (Port of San Antonio[image: External link]), provides support to two active duty units (23d Information Operations Squadron and 346th Test Squadron) conducting Information Operations tactics and testing to help defend United States Air Force networks.[citation needed[image: External link]] Securing the AF gateways against IO attacks. It is subordinate to the 149th Fighter Wing located on Lackland AFB.[10]
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 History




The Texas Air National Guard origins date to 14 August 1917 with the establishment of the 111th Aero Squadron as part of the World War I[image: External link] United States Army Air Service[image: External link]. The 111th served at Kelly Field[image: External link], San Antonio, then after the 1918 Armistice with Germany[image: External link] was demobilized in 1919.

The Militia Act of 1903[image: External link] established the present National Guard system, units raised by the states but paid for by the Federal Government, liable for immediate state service. If federalized[image: External link] by Presidential order, they fall under the regular military chain of command. On 1 June 1920, the Militia Bureau[image: External link] issued Circular No.1 on organization of National Guard air units.[11]

The unit was reorganized with the establishment of a permanent air service in 1920, forming in the old Houston Light Guard Armory. The 111th Observation Squadron received Federal Recognition on 29 June 1923, as part of the 36th Division, Texas Air National Guard. It is one of the 29 original National Guard Observation Squadrons[image: External link] of the United States Army National Guard[image: External link] formed before World War II. The 111th Observation Squadron was ordered into active service on 25 November 1940 as part of the buildup of the Army Air Corps[image: External link] prior to the United States entry into World War II.

On 24 May 1946, the United States Army Air Forces[image: External link], in response to dramatic postwar military budget cuts imposed by President Harry S. Truman, allocated inactive unit designations to the National Guard Bureau[image: External link] for the formation of an Air Force National Guard. These unit designations were allotted and transferred to various State National Guard bureaus to provide them unit designations to re-establish them as Air National Guard units.[12]

The modern Texas ANG received federal recognition on 27 January 1947 as the 136th Fighter Group at Love Field[image: External link] Airport, Dallas. It's 181st Fighter Squadron was equipped with F-51D Mustangs and its mission was the air defense of the state. Other units assigned to the 136th in 1947 were the 111th Fighter Squadron at Ellington Field[image: External link], Houston, and the 182d Fighter Squadron at Kelly Field[image: External link], San Antonio. They were also equipped with F-51D Mustangs. 18 September 1947, however, is considered the Texas Air National Guard's official birth concurrent with the establishment of the United States Air Force as a separate branch of the United States military under the National Security Act.[12]

On 1 July 1957 the 111th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron in Houston was authorized to expand to a group level, and the 147th Fighter Group (Air Defense) was allotted by the National Guard Bureau, extended federal recognition and activated. On 1 August 1961 the 182d FIS in San Antonio was expanded to become the 149th Fighter-Interceptor Group.

Today, the 136th Airlift Wing (136 AW) provides global airlift for Air Mobility Command; the 147th Reconnaissance Wing (147 RW) flies the MQ-1B Predator UAB battlefield reconnaissance aircraft and the 149th Fighter Wing (149 FW) flies the Block 30 F-16C/D Fighting Falcon tactical fighter-bomber.

From 2001 through 2007, elements of every Air National Guard unit in Texas were activated in support of the Global War on Terror[image: External link]. Flight crews, aircraft maintenance personnel, communications technicians, air controllers and air security personnel deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], Israel[image: External link], and other locations throughout Southwest Asia[image: External link]. Additionally, in 2005 elements of all the units were activated to provide relief after Hurricane Katrina[image: External link] and Hurricane Rita[image: External link].[13]
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 Notable former members





	
George W. Bush, 43rd President of the United States, former Governor of Texas


	Congressman Charlie Gonzalez[image: External link]


	Brigadier General David Lee "Tex" Hill[image: External link]


	Congressman Ron Paul[image: External link]


	Lieutenant General Daniel James, former Director, Air National Guard

	Lieutenant General Joseph Lengyel, Vice Chief National Guard Bureau
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	Texas Wing Civil Air Patrol[image: External link]
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Alabama Air National Guard






The Alabama Air National Guard (AL ANG) is the air force militia of the State of Alabama[image: External link], United States of America. It is, along with the Alabama Army National Guard[image: External link], an element of the Alabama National Guard[image: External link].

As state militia units, the units in the Alabama Air National Guard are not in the normal United States Air Force chain of command unless federalized. They are under the jurisdiction of the Governor of Alabama[image: External link] though the office of the Alabama Adjutant General[image: External link] unless they are federalized by order of the President of the United States. The Alabama Air National Guard is headquartered in Montgomery, and its commander is Major General Perry Smith.
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 Overview




Under the "Total Force" concept, Alabama Air National Guard units are considered to be Air Reserve Components (ARC) of the United States Air Force (USAF). Alabama ANG units are trained and equipped by the Air Force and are operationally gained by a Major Command of the USAF[image: External link] if federalized. In addition, the Alabama Air National Guard forces are assigned to Air Expeditionary Forces and are subject to deployment tasking orders along with their active duty and Air Force Reserve[image: External link] counterparts in their assigned cycle deployment window.

Along with their federal reserve obligations, as state militia units the elements of the Alabama ANG are subject to being activated by order of the governor to provide protection of life and property, and preserve peace, order and public safety. State missions include disaster relief in times of earthquakes, hurricanes, floods and forest fires, search and rescue, protection of vital public services, and support to civil defense.
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 Components




The Alabama Air National Guard consists of the following major units:


	117th Air Refueling Wing[image: External link]




	Established 21 January 1922 (as: 106th Observation Squadron[image: External link]); operates: KC-135R Stratotanker[image: External link]


	Stationed at: Birmingham Air National Guard Base[image: External link], Birmingham

	Gained by: Air Mobility Command[image: External link]


	The 117th Air Refueling Wing flies the Boeing KC-135R Stratotanker. Its mission is to train and equip combat ready aircrews and support personnel to perform worldwide aerial refueling and airlift missions.[1]





	187th Fighter Wing




	Established 1 October 1947 (as: 160th Fighter Squadron[image: External link]); operates: F-16C/D Fighting Falcon[image: External link]


	Stationed at: Dannelly Field[image: External link] Air National Guard Base (aka Montgomery Regional Airport[image: External link]), Montgomery

	Gained by: Air Combat Command[image: External link]


	Flies F-16 Fighting Falcon[image: External link] fighter for air defense[image: External link], air superiority[image: External link], and air sovereignty[image: External link]; and RC-26[image: External link]B Condor reconnaissance[image: External link]/counter narcotics[image: External link] aircraft[2]





	226th Combat Communications Group[image: External link]




	Established 18 June 1954 (as: 225th Radio Relay Squadron)

	Stationed at Abston Air National Guard Station[image: External link]; Montgomery


	Gained by: Air Force Space Command[image: External link]


	The Group commands, organizes, equips, trains and administers Combat Communications Squadrons.
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 History
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 Origins




The Alabama Air National Guard origins date to 27 August 1917 with the establishment of the 106th Aero Squadron as part of the World War I[image: External link] American Expeditionary Force[image: External link]. The 106th served in France on the Western Front[image: External link], then after the 1918 Armistice with Germany[image: External link] was demobilized in 1919.

The Militia Act of 1903[image: External link] established the present National Guard system, units raised by the states but paid for by the Federal Government, liable for immediate state service. If federalized[image: External link] by presidential order, they fall under the regular military chain of command. On 1 June 1920, the Militia Bureau[image: External link] issued Circular No.1 on organization of National Guard air units.[3]

The squadron was reformed on 21 January 1922 as the 125th Squadron, Alabama National Guard, received federal recognition as a Corps Aviation unit. (It was re-designated the 135th Observation Squadron on 25 January 1923 and then it was re-designated the 114th Observation Squadron as an aviation unit the 39th Division on 1 May 1923. On 16 January 1924, it was re-designated the 106th Observation Squadron as an aviation unit in the 31st Division.) Maj. James A. Meissner[image: External link], a World War I[image: External link] ace who had flown with Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker[image: External link], led the effort to form the unit and served as its first commander. It is one of the 29 original National Guard Observation Squadrons[image: External link] of the United States Army National Guard[image: External link] formed before World War II.[4]

The 106th Observation Squadron was ordered into active service on 125 November 1940 as part of the buildup of the Army Air Corps[image: External link] prior to the United States entry into World War II.
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 Alabama Air National Guard




On 24 May 1946, the United States Army Air Forces[image: External link], in response to dramatic postwar military budget cuts imposed by President Harry S. Truman, allocated inactive unit designations to the National Guard Bureau[image: External link] for the formation of an Air Force National Guard. These unit designations were allotted and transferred to various State National Guard bureaus to provide them unit designations to re-establish them as Air National Guard units.[5]

The modern Alabama ANG received federal recognition on 25 November 1946 as the 106th Bombardment Squadron (Light) at Birmingham MAP (Sumpter Smith Field)[image: External link]. It was equipped with B-26B/C Invaders and was assigned to Tactical Air Command. 18 September 1947, however, is considered the Alabama Air National Guard's official birth concurrent with the establishment of the United States Air Force as a separate branch of the United States military under the National Security Act.[5]

On 1 October 1947 the 117th Fighter Group allotted by the National Guard Bureau, extended federal recognition and activated at Birmingham, with the 106th Bomb Squadron being assigned to the unit. The 160th Fighter Squadron at Montgomery was authorized by the National Guard Bureau and recognized also on 1 October 1947. The 160th was equipped with the F-51D Mustang and its mission was the air defense of the state. On 15 October 1962, the 160th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron was authorized to expand to a group level, and the 187th Tactical Reconnaissance Group was established by the National Guard Bureau. The 160th TRS becoming the group's flying squadron.

In 2007, the Alabama legislature requested the National Guard Bureau to allow the Alabama Air National Guard 160th Fighter Squadron to be re-designated as the 100th Fighter Squadron so the state could honor the legacy of the World War II Tuskegee Airmen. This was obtained from the Air Force and on 12 September 2009, the 100th Flying Training Squadron was inactivated. The designation was transferred to the National Guard Bureau by the Air Force and it was allotted to the Alabama ANG. As a result, the 160th Fighter Squadron was inactivated, and the new 100th Fighter Squadron assumed its personnel, equipment and aircraft.

Today, the 117th Air Refueling Wing (117 ARW) provides aerial refueling support to Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps and allied nation aircraft. The 187th Fighter Wing (187 FW) operated the F-16 Fighting Falcon and deploys around the world as part of Air Expeditionary Forces.

After the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States[image: External link], elements of every Air National Guard unit in Alabama has been activated in support of the Global War on Terrorism[image: External link]. Flight crews, aircraft maintenance personnel, communications technicians, air controllers and air security personnel were engaged in Operation Noble Eagle[image: External link] air defense overflights of major United States cities. Also, Alabama ANG units have been deployed overseas as part of Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link] in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link] in Iraq as well as other locations as directed.
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 Role in the Bay of Pigs Invasion




According to information from Seymour M. Hersh[image: External link], author of The Dark Side of Camelot[image: External link] during early preparations to the Bay of Pigs Invasion[image: External link], President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] personally asked then-Governor of Alabama[image: External link] John Malcolm Patterson[image: External link] (who served as a lieutenant in Eisenhower's staff during the World War II) to use the aircraft of Air National Guard of Alabama (Patterson, as governor, was commander-in-chief of the guard) by Cuban[image: External link] émigrés to attack and pilots to train them in deep secret in Nicaragua[image: External link]. Patterson agreed and then-commander, Major General[image: External link] George R. Doster was ordered to oversee all operation.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Notable personnel





	George W. Bush




	In late 1972 and early 1973, he drilled with the 187th Fighter Wing.




	
Mal Moore[image: External link], University of Alabama Athletic Director
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	Alabama State Defense Force[image: External link]

	Alabama Wing Civil Air Patrol[image: External link]
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First Lieutenant






See also: Lieutenant[image: External link]


First lieutenant is a commissioned officer[image: External link] military rank[image: External link] in many armed forces[image: External link] and, in some forces, an appointment[image: External link].

The rank of lieutenant[image: External link] has different meanings in different military formations (see comparative military ranks[image: External link]), but the majority of cases it is common for it to be sub-divided into a senior (first lieutenant) and junior (second lieutenant) rank. In navies it may relate to a particular post rather than a rank.
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 United Kingdom
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 British Army




Main article: Lieutenant (British Army and Royal Marines)[image: External link]


In the British Army[image: External link] and Royal Marines[image: External link], the rank above second lieutenant[image: External link] is simply lieutenant[image: External link] (pronounced lef-tenant), with no ordinal attached.

Before 1871, when the whole British Army switched to using the current rank of "lieutenant", the Royal Artillery[image: External link], Royal Engineers[image: External link] and fusilier[image: External link] regiments[image: External link] used "first lieutenant" and "second lieutenant".
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 Royal Navy




The first lieutenant (often abbreviated "1st Lt") in a Royal Navy[image: External link] ship is a post or appointment, rather than a rank.

Historically the lieutenants in a ship were ranked in accordance with seniority, with the most senior being termed the first lieutenant and acting as the second-in-command[image: External link], unless the ship was complemented with a commander[image: External link]. Although lieutenants are no longer ranked by seniority, the post of "first lieutenant" remains. In minor war vessels, destroyers[image: External link], frigates[image: External link], and submarines[image: External link], the first lieutenant is second in command, executive officer[image: External link] (XO) and head of the executive branch; in larger ships where a commander of the warfare specialisation is appointed as the executive officer, a first lieutenant is appointed as his deputy. The post of first lieutenant in a shore establishment[image: External link] carries a similar responsibility to the first lieutenant of a capital ship[image: External link]. Colloquial terms in the Royal Navy[image: External link] for the first lieutenant include "number one[image: External link]", "the jimmy" (or "jimmy the one") and "James the First" (a back-formation referring to James I of England[image: External link]).[1]
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 United States
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 U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Air Force




In the U.S. Army[image: External link], U.S. Marine Corps[image: External link], and U.S. Air Force, a first lieutenant is a junior commissioned officer[image: External link]. It is just above the rank of second lieutenant[image: External link] and just below the rank of captain[image: External link]. It is equivalent to the rank of lieutenant (junior grade)[image: External link] in the other uniformed services[image: External link].

Promotion to first lieutenant is governed by Department of Defense policies derived from the Defense Officer Personnel Management Act[image: External link] of 1980. DOPMA guidelines suggest all "fully qualified" officers should be promoted to first lieutenant. A second lieutenant ( grade[image: External link] O-1) is usually promoted to first lieutenant (grade O-2) after 18 months in the Army or 24 months in the Marine Corps and Air Force. The difference between the two ranks is slight, primarily being experienced and having higher pay. It is not uncommon to see officers moved to positions requiring more experience after promotion to first lieutenant. For example, in the Army and Marine Corps these positions can include leading a specialty platoon[image: External link], or assignment as the executive officer[image: External link] for a company[image: External link]-sized unit (70–250 soldiers or marines). In the Air Force, a first lieutenant may be a flight commander or section's officer in charge with varied supervisory responsibilities, including supervision of as many as 100+ personnel, although in a flying unit, a first lieutenant is a rated officer (pilot, navigator, or air battle manager) who has just finished training for his career field and has few supervisory responsibilities.

Note: U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) first lieutenant insignia is incorrectly depicted as U.S. Army / U.S. Air Force insignia having beveled-edge bars; USMC rank insignia bars have squared off edges.
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 U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard




In the U.S. Navy[image: External link] and U.S. Coast Guard[image: External link], first lieutenant is the name of a billet and position title, rather than that of a rank. It is held by the officer in command of the deck department[image: External link]. On smaller ships, the first lieutenant holds the rank of lieutenant, junior grade[image: External link] or ensign[image: External link]. On larger vessels, the position is held by a lieutenant or, in the case of extremely large warships such as aircraft carriers[image: External link], a lieutenant commander[image: External link] or even commander[image: External link]. However, on submarines[image: External link] and in aircraft squadrons, where the deck department may only have a few junior sailors, the first lieutenant may be an enlisted member, such as a first-class petty officer[image: External link] or chief petty officer[image: External link]. The 1st lieutenant division is usually composed of junior sailors (E-3 and below) who are completing their 90 days of temporary assigned duty, or TAD, that all enlisted personal are required to do when initially assigned to a command. The primary mission of the division is servicing, cleaning, organizing and inventorying items within a command.[2]
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 U.S. Revenue Cutter Service




The term "first lieutenant" had a dual meaning in the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service[image: External link]. The position title of first lieutenant was held by a junior officer who was in charge of deck operations and gunnery. The rank of first lieutenant was the equivalent to lieutenant in the current rank structure of the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Navy. The next senior officer ranking above first lieutenant was captain and the next lower rank was that of second lieutenant. The rank of first lieutenant carried over to the formation of the U.S. Coast Guard in 1915 and was used until 1918 when the rank structure of the U.S. Navy was adopted.[3]
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 Indonesia




Main article: Indonesian military ranks[image: External link]
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 Israel




Main article: Israel Defense Forces ranks[image: External link]


In the Israel Defense Forces[image: External link], the rank above second lieutenant[image: External link] is simply lieutenant[image: External link]. The rank of (קצין מקצועי אקדמאי (קמ"א (katsín miktsoí akademai or "kama"), a professional academic officer (that is, a medical, dental or veterinary officer, a justice officer or a religious officer), is equivalent to a professional officer of the second class in the reserve and equivalent to first lieutenant.
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 Other countries




For other countries, the equivalent rank to a US Army first lieutenant (O-2) is listed below.


	Afghanistan: Lomri baridman


	Albania: Toger


	Angola: Primeiro tenente


	
Arabic-speaking[image: External link] countries except former French colonies[image: External link] in North Africa: Mulazim awwal


	Argentina: Teniente primero (army); primer teniente (air force)

	Australia: Army lieutenant (pronounced left-enant); Royal Australian Navy sub-lieutenant (pronounced "loo-tenant")

	Austria: Oberleutnant


	Azerbaijan: Baş leytenant


	Belarus: Cтарший лейтенант (starshiy leytenant)

	Belgium: Lieutenant ( French[image: External link]); luitenant ( Dutch[image: External link])

	Bhutan: Deda gom


	Bosnia and Herzegovina: Poručnik


	Bolivia: Subteniente


	Brazil: Primeiro tenente[image: External link]


	Bulgaria: Cтарши лейтенант[image: External link] (starshiy leytenant)

	Cambodia: Ak-no-say-ney-tor


	Canada: Lieutenant[image: External link]


	Cape Verde: Primeiro tenente


	
Imperial China (Qing Dynasty)[image: External link]: 副軍校 (Fù jūn xiào)

	People's Republic of China: 中尉 (Zhōngwèi)

	Republic of China (Taiwan): 中尉(Chungwei)

	Croatia: Natporučnik


	Cuba: Primer teniente


	Chile: Teniente


	Cyprus: Ypolokhagos[image: External link] (army); yposminagos (air force); anthypoploiarchos (navy)

	Czech Republic (and former Czechoslovakia): Nadporučík


	Denmark: Premierløjtnant


	Dominican Republic: Primer teniente


	Estonia: Leitnant


	Ethiopia: መቶ አለቃ (Meto Aleqa)

	Finland: Yliluutnantti[image: External link]


	France and all other French-speaking[image: External link] countries: Lieutenant (air force/army), enseigne de vaisseau de première classe (navy)

	
Georgia[image: External link]: უფროსი ლეიტენანტი (Up’rosi leytenanti)

	Germany: Oberleutnant[image: External link]


	Greece: Ypolokhagos[image: External link] (army); yposminagos (air force); anthypoploiarchos (navy)

	Hungary: Főhadnagy


	Indonesia: Letnan satu


	Iran: ستوان یكم (Setvan yekom)

	Republic of Ireland: Lieutenant (English); lefteanant ( Irish[image: External link])

	Italy: Tenente


	Japan: Nitō rikui 2等陸尉 (or Nii 2尉) (modern) / Chūi 中尉 (historical)

	Jordan: ملازم أول (Moulazem awal)

	Kazakhstan: Старший лейтенант (Russian), аға лейтенант (Kazakh)

	North Korea and South Korea: 중위 (Jungwi)

	Laos: Roithõäkäd


	Latvia: Virsleitnants


	Lithuania: Vyresnysis leitenantas


	Luxembourg: Premier lieutenant


	Malaysia: Leftenan


	Mexico: Teniente primero


	Nepal: Upa-senani


	Republic of Macedonia: Поручник (poručnik)

	Mongolia: Ахлах дэслэгч (Ahlah deslegch)

	Mozambique: Tenente


	Netherlands: Eerste luitenant


	Nicaragua: Teniente primero


	Norway: Løytnant


	Pakistan: Lieutenant (army)

	Paraguay: Teniente primero


	Philippines: First lieutenant (English); pulimagat (Tagalog); primero teniente (Philippine Spanish)

	Poland: Porucznik


	Portugal: Tenente


	Romania: Locotenent (current); locotenent-major (Warsaw Pact[image: External link])

	Russia: Russian[image: External link]: Старший лейтенант (starshy leytenant)

	Serbia: Поручник (poručnik)

	Singapore: Lieutenant

	Slovakia: Slovak[image: External link]: Nadporučík


	Slovenia: Nadporočnik


	Somalia: Dagaal


	Spain and all other Spanish-speaking[image: External link] countries except Argentina[image: External link], Cuba[image: External link], the Dominican Republic[image: External link], Nicaragua[image: External link], Paraguay[image: External link] and Uruguay[image: External link]: Teniente


	Suriname: Luitenant


	Sweden: Löjtnant


	Switzerland: German[image: External link]: Oberleutnant; French[image: External link]: premier lieutenant; Italian[image: External link]: primotenente


	Thailand: Roi tho


	Tunisia: ملازم أول (moulazem awal)

	Turkey: Üsteğmen


	Ukraine: Ukrainian[image: External link]: Cтарший лейтенант; (starshy leytenant)

	Uruguay: Teniente primero


	Uzbekistan: Katta leytenant


	Vietnam: Thượng úy


	Venezuela: Primer teniente


	Yugoslavia: Поручник (poručnik)
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147Th Reconnaissance Wing






The 147th Reconnaissance Wing (147 RW) is a unit of the Texas Air National Guard, stationed at Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base, Houston, Texas. If activated to federal service, the Wing is gained by the United States Air Force Air Combat Command[image: External link].

The 111th Reconnaissance Squadron[image: External link], assigned to the Wings 167th Operations Group, is a descendant organization of the World War I[image: External link] 111th Aero Squadron, established on 14 August 1917. It was reformed on 29 June 1923, as the 111th Observation Squadron, and is one of the 29 original National Guard Observation Squadrons of the United States Army National Guard[image: External link] formed before World War II.



TOP
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 Overview




The 147th Reconnaissance Wing provides a 24/7 capability with MQ-1B Predator Unmanned Aerial Systems. In conducting combat support sorties, the 147 RW provides theater and national-level leadership with critical real-time Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance and air-to-ground munitions and strike capability. A collocated Air Support Operations Squadron provides terminal control for weapons employment in a close air support scenario integrating combat air and ground operations.
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 Units




The 147th Reconnaissance Wing consists of the following units:


	147th Operations Group




	111th Reconnaissance Squadron[image: External link]

	147th Air Support Operations Squadron




	147th Maintenance Group




	147th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

	147th Maintenance Operations Flight

	147th Munitions Flight




	147th Mission Support Group




	147th Civil Engineer Squadron

	147th Communications Flight

	147th Logistics Readiness Squadron

	147th Mission Support Flight

	147th Security Forces Squadron

	147th Services Flight




	147th Medical Group
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 History




In 1957, the Texas Air National Guard 111th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron, stationed at Ellington Air Force Base, near Houston was authorized to expand to a group level under the 136th Air Defense Wing[image: External link]. On 1 July 1957, the National Guard Bureau extended federal recognition to the 147th Fighter-Interceptor Group. The 111th FIS was reassigned from the 136th Fighter-Interceptor Group to the 147th FIG, becoming the new group's flying squadron. Support squadrons of the 147th FIG were the 144th Headquarters, 144th Material Squadron (Maintenance), 144th Combat Support Squadron, and the 144th USAF Dispensary.
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 Air Defense




Initially equipped with the F-86D Sabre Inerceptor, in June 1959 the squadron traded their F-86Ds for the upgraded F-86L Sabre Interceptor[image: External link] with uprated afterburning engines and new electronics. In August 1960 the unit became one of the first to transition to the F-102A Delta Dagger[image: External link] Mach-2 all-weather interceptor and began a 24-hour alert to guard the Texas Gulf coast.

In August 1961, as part of an Air Defense Command re-organization, the Group's assignment to 136th Air Defense Wing was terminated with 136th being transferred to Tactical Air Command. The 147th was directly assigned to the Texas Air National Guard, being operationally gained by the Air Defense Command 33d Air Division[image: External link].

On 1 January 1970, the squadron was re-designated as the 111th Combat Crew Training Squadron and served as the Air National Guard's RTU (Replacement Training Unit) for the TF/F-102A, In 1971, when the active-duty force ceased F-102A training and closed Perrin AFB[image: External link], Texas on 30 June 1971, the Houston-based 111th FIS became the Replacement Training Unit (RTU) for all Air Defense Command F-102 pilots, and the squadron received several TF-102A dual-seat trainers which were transferred from Perrin AFB while also retaining the T-33A instrument training function.

One pilot who flew TF/F-102As with the 111th was 1st Lt. George W. Bush, a future Governor of Texas and future President of the United States. George W. Bush's military service began in 1968 when he enlisted in the Texas Air National Guard after graduating with a bachelor's degree in history from Yale University. After being accepted into the ANG, Airman Basic[image: External link] Bush was selected to attend pilot training. His six weeks of basic training was completed at Lackland AFB[image: External link] in Texas during July and August 1968. Upon its completion, Bush was promoted to the officer's rank of second lieutenant required for pilot candidates. He spent the next year in flight school at Moody AFB in Georgia from November 1968 to November 1969. Bush then returned to Ellington AFB in Texas to complete seven months of combat crew training on the F-102 from December 1969 to June 1970. This period included five weeks of training on the T-33 Shooting Star[image: External link] and 16 weeks aboard the TF-102 Delta Dagger two-seat trainer and finally the single-seat F-102A. Bush graduated from the training program in June 1970. Lt. Bush remained in the Texas ANG as a certified F-102 pilot who participated in frequent drills and alerts through April 1972. Lt. Bush was honorably discharged from the Air National Guard in October 1973 at the rank of First Lieutenant. An ANG physical dated 15 May 1971 indicates that he had logged 625 flight hours by that time, and he ultimately completed 326 hours as pilot and 10 as co-pilot while serving with the 111th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron.[1]

In May 1971, the 111th added F-101B/F Voodoos[image: External link] and became the RTU tar the twin seat F-101F type, while continuing as the F-102 Delta Dagger RTU. In January 1975, after 14 years of service, the unit's F-102s were retired, but the unit maintained a full fleet of F-101s.

The 111th also operated detachment 1 of the 147th FIW at New Orleans[image: External link]. The detachment was apart from the squadron in that it maintained constant alert status whilst facing towards Cuba[image: External link].

In October 1979, in as part of the inactivation of Aerospace Defense Command[image: External link], the USAF gained command responsibilities which shifted to Tactical Air Command[image: External link] (TAC) and a sub-organization equivalent to a numbered air force designated as Air Defense, Tactical Air Command[image: External link] (ADTAC). In 1982, the F-101s were retired and ADTAC re-equipped the 111th with the McDonnell F-4C Phantom II[image: External link] and continued its air defense mission. Most of the F-4Cs the squadron received were Vietnam War[image: External link] veteran aircraft. In November 1986, the F-4Cs were replaced by later-model F-4Ds.

In December 1989 the 111th FIS started receiving block 15 F-16A/B Fighting Falcon[image: External link] aircraft to replace their F-4Ds. The last F-16 arrived in April 1990.

In 1992, only a few years following the acceptance of their block 15s, they converted to the ADF variant of the block 15. On 15 March 1992 the 111th FIS was re-designated the 111th Fighter Squadron when its parent 147th Fighter Group converted to the USAF Objective Organization plan. Also in 1992 the 111th FS celebrated their 75th anniversary. To commemorate this F-16A ADF #82-1001 was painted in special markings including a big Texas flag painted on the fuselage underside. During September 1995, the 111th FS ended its alert detachment in New Orleans with the F-101 Voodoo, also the 147th was upgraded to a Wing, with the 111th Fighter Squadron being assigned to the new 147th Operations Group.
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 Tactical Fighter mission




In late 1996 the 111th started to retire their ADF F-16s to AMARC. To replace these aircraft the squadron received the block 25 F-16C/D Fighting Falcon. Transition started in September 1996 and was completed by February 1997. This brought a change in role which officially happened in October 1998. The role went from air-to-air to an air-to-ground mission. After returning from an Operation Southern Watch[image: External link] mission at Prince Sultan Air Base[image: External link], Saudi Arabia[image: External link] in October 2000, the squadron added Precision Guided Munitions to its arsenal.
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 Global War on Terrorism




Following the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks[image: External link], four 111th Fighter Squadron aircraft were launched to escort President George W. Bush, onboard Air Force 1[image: External link] from Florida to Louisiana, Nebraska and finally back to Washington DC that same day. December 2001 saw the 111th deploy to Atlantic City, New Jersey, to fly Air Defense Combat Air Patrol[image: External link] missions over New York, Philadelphia and Washington DC in support of Operation Noble Eagle[image: External link].[2]

In August 2005 components of the 111th Fighter Squadron and 147th Fighter Wing deployed to Balad Airbase, Iraq to conduct combat operations in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link] and the Global War on Terrorism[image: External link]. The men and women of the 111th FS/147th FW once again distinguished themselves by flying 462 sorties[image: External link] and almost 1,900 hours in a two-month span; with a perfect record of 100% maintenance delivery (zero missed sorties), 100% mission effectiveness, and 100% weapons employment/hits under the most challenging combat conditions.[2]

In April 2007, components of the 111th Fighter Squadron and 147th Fighter Wing again deployed to Balad Airbase, Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link] and the Global War on Terrorism[image: External link], where the men and women of the 111th FS/147th FW continued their distinguished combat tradition. On this deployment the 111th Fighter Squadron flew 348 tasked sorties, plus six no-notice Close Air Support[image: External link] (CAS) alert scrambles and four short-notice (less than 30 minute & not on the ATO[3]) pre-planned alert launches. With an average combat sortie lasting almost 4.42 hours, the unit accumulated a total of 1537.1 combat hours. Maintenance delivery effectiveness for this deployment was an astonishing 102% due to the inclusion of the unscheduled CAS scrambles. Mission effectiveness and weapons employment were both once again a perfect 100%.[4]
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 BRAC 2005 reorganization




During the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission, it was recommended that the F-16 block 25s be retired. Texas Governor, Rick Perry, reacted quickly and made sure the unit could remain alive and did so by securing MQ-1 Predator[image: External link] operations. This is an unmanned aircraft and although not exactly what the 111th FS had hoped for, it would keep the unit going well into the future.

As was earlier planned in 2005, the 111th FS gave up its last two F-16s on 7 June 2008 and F-16 operations drew to a close. The MQ-1 replaced the F-16 and the parent wing was renamed the 147th Reconnaissance Wing that same month.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Lineage





	Designated: 147th Fighter Group (Air Defense), and allotted to Texas ANG, 1957




	Extended federal recognition on: 1 July 1957

	Re-designated: 147th Fighter Group, 10 March 1992

	Status changed from Group to Wing, 1 October 1995

	Re-designated: 147th Fighter Wing, 1 October 1995

	Re-designated: 147th Reconnaissance Wing, 1 July 2008
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 Assignments





	
136th Air Defense Wing[image: External link], 1 July 1957

	
Texas Air National Guard, 1 September 1961




	Gained by: 33d Air Division[image: External link], Air Defense Command[image: External link]


	Gained by: Oklahoma City Air Defense Sector[image: External link], Air Defense Command[image: External link], 25 June 1963

	Gained by: 31st Air Division[image: External link], Air Defense Command[image: External link], 1 April 1966

	Gained by: 31st Air Division[image: External link], Aerospace Defense Command[image: External link], 15 January 1968

	Gained by: Fourteenth Air Force[image: External link], Aerospace Defense Command[image: External link], 31 December 1969

	Gained by: 20th Air Division[image: External link], Aerospace Defense Command[image: External link], 1 July 1973

	Gained by: Air Defense, Tactical Air Command[image: External link] (ADTAC), 1 October 1979

	Gained by: Southeast Air Defense Sector[image: External link] (SEADS), First Air Force[image: External link], 1 July 1987

	Gained by: Air Combat Command[image: External link], 1 October 1996-Present
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 Components





	147th Operations Group, 1 October 1995 – Present

	
111th Fighter-Interceptor (later Fighter, Reconnaissance) Squadron[image: External link], 1 July 1957 – Present
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 Stations





	
Ellington Air Force Base[image: External link], Houston, Texas, 1 July 1957

	
Ellington Air National Guard Base[image: External link], Houston, Texas, 1 July 1976




	Designated: Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base, Houston, Texas, 1991-Present
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 Aircraft







	

	
F-86D Sabre Interceptor[image: External link], 1957-1959

	
F-86L Sabre Interceptor[image: External link], 1959-1960

	
TF/F-102A Delta Dagger[image: External link], 1960-1975

	
F-101B/F Voodoo[image: External link], 1971-1982

	
RF-4C Phantom II[image: External link], 1974




	

	
F-4C Phantom II[image: External link], 1982-1987

	
F-4D Phantom II[image: External link], 1987-1989

	
Block 15 F-16A/B Fighting Falcon[image: External link], 1989-1996

	
Block 25 F-16C/D Fighting Falcon[image: External link], 1996-2008

	
MQ-1B Predator[image: External link], 2008–Present
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^ a b 111th History[image: External link] Access date: 13 May 2007.


	
^ Air Tasking Order – A method used to task and disseminate to components, subordinate units, and command and control agencies projected sorties / capabilities / forces to targets and specific missions. Normally provides specific instructions to include call signs, targets, controlling agencies, etc., as well as general instructions.


	
^ 147th Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office, Public release. Houston, Texas: 147th Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office, 10 June 2007.








	
147th Reconnaissance Wing[image: External link] official website
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187Th Fighter Wing






The 187th Fighter Wing (187 FW) is a unit of the Alabama Air National Guard, stationed at Montgomery Air National Guard Base[image: External link], Alabama. If activated to federal service in the United States Air Force, the 187 FW is operationally-gained by the Air Combat Command[image: External link] (ACC).



TOP
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 Mission




To provide the Governor of Alabama, the National Command Authority, and Combatant Commanders with a superbly equipped and trained general purpose F-16C+ Block 30 Aviation Package[image: External link], associated Expeditionary Combat Support functions and RC-26B[image: External link] counter drug package for worldwide combat and peacetime/humanitarian tasking in support of our community, state, and national interests.
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 Units




The 187th Fighter Wing consists of the following units:


	187th Operations Group




	100th Fighter Squadron[image: External link]




	187th Maintenance Group

	187th Mission Support Group

	187th Medical Group
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 History




On 15 October 1962, the Alabama Air National Guard's 160th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron[image: External link] was authorized to expand to a group level, and the 187th Tactical Reconnaissance Group was established by the National Guard Bureau[image: External link]. The 160th TRS becoming the group's flying squadron. Other squadrons assigned into the group were the 187th Headquarters, 187th Material Squadron, 187th Combat Support Squadron, and the 187th USAF Dispensary. The unit was flying the RF-84F Thunderstreak[image: External link].

In 1971, the RF-4C Phantom II[image: External link] photo-reconnaissance aircraft was being withdrawn from Southeast Asia[image: External link], and the 160th began to receive these Vietnam War[image: External link] veteran aircraft. The RF-84Fs were retired and during the 1970s the squadron flew the Phantoms in its aerial reconnaissance mission.
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 Tactical Fighter




In 1983, the 187th was realigned from its photo-reconnaissance mission and converted to a tactical fighter mission, transferring its RF-4Cs and receiving Vietnam Veteran F-4D Phantom IIs[image: External link]. The F-4D Phantoms were part of a batch equipped to use the AVQ-23 Pave Spike laser designation pod and the AGM-65 Maverick ASM in the 1970s. By 1988 the Phantoms were being withdrawn from the Air National Guard inventory, and the 160th began to receive Block 30 F-16C/D Fighting Falcons[image: External link] to use in the tactical fighter mission.

During the 1990s, the 187th has undertaken an ambitious and successful regimen of participation in many Total Force deployments. These deployments have taken the men and women of the 187th to exercises in South Korea[image: External link], Norway[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], Hawaii[image: External link], Alaska[image: External link], and many other stateside locations. By far the most significant deployments have been for contingency operations enforcing United Nations sanctions against Iraq. In 1995, the unit deployed for a 30-day rotation to Incirlik AB[image: External link], Turkey for Operation Provide Comfort[image: External link] II. The following year, the Wing deployed to Al Jaber AB[image: External link], Kuwait for Operation Southern Watch[image: External link]. Then in 1997, the Wing returned to Incirlik for Operation Northern Watch[image: External link]. These operations were to enforce the respective northern and southern no-fly zones over Iraq.
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 Global War on Terrorism




After the 9/11 attacks, the 187th performed Combat Air Patrol flights as part of Operation Noble Eagle[image: External link] in the United States. The unit sustained this effort for Operation Noble Eagle for one year following the events of 11 September.

The 187th was again called to active duty in January 2003 until April 2003 as part of the largest military mobilization since the 1991 Gulf War. This marked the largest unit activation in the unit's 50-year history with over 500 personnel being deployed along with aircraft and equipment for Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link] (OIF). The 187th, as an integral part of the Total Force, deployed to Prince Hassan Air Base[image: External link] (H-5) and Shahid Muafaq Al-Salti Air Base[image: External link], Jordan, as the lead unit, commanding a mixture of Air National Guard, Air Force Reserve Command, Active Air Force and British Royal Air Force[image: External link] units comprising the 410th Air Expeditionary Wing[image: External link]. This marked the largest integration of coalition Air and Special Forces Operations in history with over 3,500 personnel operating out of this location. The 410th's mission was to prevent Iraqi missile launches against coalition forces and neighboring countries.

In September 2004, the unit again deployed over 300 personnel with aircraft and equipment to Al Udeid AB[image: External link], Qatar for Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link]. This deployment also marked a significant first for the unit and the U.S. Military. The 187th was the first unit to ever use the GBU-38[image: External link] Joint Direct Attack Munition in combat. The GBU-38 is a 500 lb global positioning system[image: External link] (GPS) guided bomb which, while being very effective, minimizes collateral damage. The GBU-38 is a precision guided munition commonly referred to as a "Smart Bomb". This weapon was effectively employed by the 187th in the Battle of Fallujah[image: External link].

In 2006, the 160th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron deployed to Balad AB[image: External link], Iraq for 90 days and became part of the 322d Expeditionary Fighter Squadron in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link] (OIF).

In 2007, the Alabama legislature requested the National Guard Bureau[image: External link] to allow the Alabama Air National Guard's 160th Fighter Squadron[image: External link] to be re-designated as the 100th Fighter Squadron so the state could honor the legacy of the World War II Tuskegee Airmen. This authorization was obtained from the Air Force and on 12 September 2009, the 100th Flying Training Squadron of the Air Education and Training Command[image: External link] was inactivated. The designation was transferred to the National Guard Bureau by the Air Force and it was allotted to the Alabama ANG. As a result, the 160th Fighter Squadron was inactivated and the new 100th Fighter Squadron assumed its personnel, equipment and aircraft. The 160th Fighter Squadron stood down in a ceremony at Montgomery Air National Guard Base[image: External link], on 13 September 2007, with the 100th Fighter Squadron standing up and being bequeathed the history, lineage, and honors of the World War II 100th Fighter Squadron and its successor units.

In August 2009, the 100th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron deployed 240 airmen and aircraft to Balad AB[image: External link], Iraq as part of the 332d Expeditionary Fighter Squadron supporting Operation Iraq Freedom[image: External link]. This was the first deployment of the 100th FS to the middle east and over 2,000 hours were flown and Precision Guided Munitions were employed. The unit returned to Montgomery in November 2009.

The squadron deployed to Romania[image: External link] in August 2012 to participate in Dacian Viper 2012, a three-week joint exercise with the Romanian Air Force[image: External link]. The Alabama ANG contingent, which included nearly twenty fighter pilots and eight F-16s, exercised with approximately 200 Romanian soldiers, technical staff, and pilots flying six MiG-21[image: External link] "Fishbed" fighters at 71st Air Base, located near the town of Câmpia Turzii[image: External link] in the northwestern part of Romania.
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	Established as the 187th Tactical Reconnaissance Group and allotted to the National Guard on 11 September 1962




	Activated and extended federal recognition on 15 October 1962

	Redesignated 187th Tactical Fighter Group on 1 July 1983

	Redesignated 187th Fighter Group on 15 March 1992

	Redesignated 187th Fighter Wing c. 15 October 1995
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117th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing[image: External link], 15 October 1962

	
Ninth Air Force[image: External link], June 1963

	117th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, June 1963

	
116th Tactical Fighter Wing[image: External link], 1 July 1983

	
Alabama Air National Guard, c. 15 October 1995
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	187th Operations Group, c. 1 March 1994 – present

	
160th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron[image: External link] (later 160th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 160th Fighter Squadron), 15 October 1962 – c. 1 March 1994




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Stations





	Dannelly Field (later Montgomery Air National Guard Base[image: External link]), Alabama, 15 October 1962 – present
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RF-84F Thunderstreak[image: External link], 1962-1971

	
RF-4C Phantom II[image: External link], 1971-1983




	

	
F-4D Phantom II[image: External link], 1983-1988

	
Block 30 F-16C/D Fighting Falcon[image: External link], 1988 – present
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Air Force Outstanding Unit Award






The Air Force Outstanding Unit Award is one of the unit awards[image: External link] of the United States Air Force. It was established in 1954 and was the first independent Air Force decoration created (to this point, Air Force personnel were routinely awarded Army decorations[image: External link]). The Air Force Longevity Service Award[image: External link] would follow in 1957 with most of the standard Air Force awards (including the Air Force Good Conduct Medal[image: External link]) established in the early to mid 1960s.

The Outstanding Unit Award is awarded to any unit of the U.S. Air Force (including the Air Force Reserve[image: External link] and the Air National Guard[image: External link]) which performs exceptionally meritorious service, accomplishes specific acts of outstanding achievement, excels in combat operations against an armed enemy of the United States[image: External link], or conducts with distinct military operations involving conflict with, or exposure to, a hostile action by any opposing foreign force.

Multiple awards of the Outstanding Unit Award are denoted by oak leaf clusters[image: External link] on the ribbon.

Until 2004, the Outstanding Unit Award was the senior most unit award in the U.S. Air Force. It now ranks directly below the Meritorious Unit Award[image: External link], which was established in March 2004, and above the Air Force Organizational Excellence Award[image: External link] in the precedence of Air Force awards and decorations. It is awarded to personnel who were assigned or attached to the unit receiving the award during the period it was awarded for. Non- USAF[image: External link] personnel (e.g., USN[image: External link], USMC[image: External link], USCG[image: External link]) personnel assigned to USAF units awarded the Outstanding Unit Award are also eligible to wear the ribbon on their uniforms. However, the ribbon does not come in the larger size of unit awards common to the U.S. Army[image: External link].
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Political positions of George W. Bush






George W. Bush's political positions have been expressed in public statements, and through his actions as President of the United States.
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 Fiscal policy and taxation




George Bush supports enacting generous tax cuts[image: External link] in the model of Ronald Reagan's supply-side[image: External link] fiscal policies. He believes this helps the economy at large.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Energy policy




George Bush supports nuclear power and expanded domestic drilling.[citation needed[image: External link]] Bush pledged to work toward reduced reliance on foreign oil by reducing fossil fuel consumption and increasing alternative fuel production.[1] He lifted a ban on offshore drilling in 2008,[2] and said at the time, "This means that the only thing standing between the American people and these vast oil reserves is action from the U.S. Congress[image: External link]."[2] Bush had said in June 2008, "In the long run, the solution is to reduce demand for oil by promoting alternative energy technologies. My administration has worked with Congress to invest in gas-saving technologies like advanced batteries and hydrogen fuel cells[image: External link]... In the short run, the American economy will continue to rely largely on oil. And that means we need to increase supply, especially here at home. So my administration has repeatedly called on Congress to expand domestic oil production."[3]

In 2008, Bush announced that the United States would commit $[image: External link]2 billion towards an international fund to promote clean energy technologies, saying, "along with contributions from other countries, this fund will increase and accelerate the deployment of all forms of cleaner, more efficient technologies in developing nations like India[image: External link] and China[image: External link], and help leverage substantial private-sector capital by making clean energy projects more financially attractive."
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Bush supports the privatization[image: External link] of Social Security by allowing individuals to set up personal retirement accounts.[4] He also supported the expansion of Medicare to cover prescription drugs using private insurance through his Medicare Part D[image: External link] program.
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 Free-market capitalism




Bush generally supports free-market capitalism[image: External link], but claims to understand the importance of government involvements in private financial affairs if they are projected to have a negative impact on the economy as a whole. In November 2008, Bush claimed, "Our aim should not be more government. It should be smarter government."[5]

During the beginning of his first term, Bush enacted corporate tax cuts in the hopes that the economy would flourish as a result. Later, in 2008, Bush supported major bailout plans for mortgage lenders and auto makers who were facing bankruptcy. Bush also enacted the first major economic stimulus in the face of an economy on the down-turn, which handed free checks to all private tax-paying citizens.
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Bush is a supporter of free trade[image: External link], calling on nations to embrace free trade.[6]
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Bush supports a free-market health care system, and opposes a universal health plan[image: External link].

In 2004, Bush planned a health care program that he said would cover as many as 10 million people who lack health insurance at a cost of $102 billion over the next decade.[7]
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 Iraq War




On March 19, 2003, Bush ordered an invasion of Iraq, launching the Iraq War. That night, he addressed the nation, stating that he decided to invade Iraq "to disarm Iraq, to free its people and to defend the world from grave danger".[8] The United States and its allies charged that Saddam Hussein's government possessed weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] (WMD), and thus posed a serious and imminent threat to the security of the United States and its coalition allies.[9][10] This assessment was supported by the U.K. intelligence services, but not by other countries such as France[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link]. It was later and after the war revealed that there were never any weapons of mass destruction and this was confirmed by multiple international and national commissions.[11][12][13]
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 Iran




Bush had declared Iran part of the "axis of evil" for its alleged support of terrorism.
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 Homeland security




After the attacks on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001[image: External link], President Bush founded the Cabinet Department of Homeland Security[image: External link]. He initially opposed it, saying that it was unnecessary because its concerns were already the province of other agencies; then changed his mind in June 2002 to approve of the proposal, with its official creation delayed until November 2002 due to disagreements over whether or not employees of the department should have the usual labor protections.[14]
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 Anti-terrorism and domestic surveillance




Bush is a supporter of anti- terrorist[image: External link] surveillance[image: External link] and information-gathering methods (see U.S. PATRIOT Act[image: External link]).
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 Habeas Corpus




The November 13, 2001, Presidential Military Order[image: External link] gave the President of the United States the power to detain suspects, suspected of connection to terrorists or terrorism as an unlawful combatant. As such, it was asserted that a person could be held indefinitely without charges being filed against him or her, without a court hearing, and without entitlement to a legal consultant. Many legal and constitutional scholars contended that these provisions were in direct opposition to habeas corpus and the United States Bill of Rights[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Flag burning




Bush supports a constitutional amendment banning flag burning[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Gun laws




While Bush has supported regulated gun control[image: External link], he generally supports guns; in June 1999 he said he opposed requiring child-safety locks on guns; and supported concealed carrying permits.[15]
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 Education: No Child Left Behind




President Bush proposed No Child Left Behind[image: External link] on January 23, 2001, just three days after his first inauguration. It was coauthored by Representatives John Boehner (R-OH) and George Miller (D-CA) and Senators Edward Kennedy (D-MA) and Judd Gregg (R-NH). The United States House of Representatives passed the bill on May 23, 2001 (voting 384–45), and the United States Senate passed it on June 14, 2001 (voting 91–8). President Bush signed it into law on January 8, 2002.
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Bush has a strong pro-life[image: External link] stance, consistently opposing abortion[image: External link] while supporting parental notification[image: External link] for minor girls who want abortions, the Mexico City Policy[image: External link], a ban[image: External link] on intact dilation and extraction[image: External link] (commonly known as partial-birth abortion), adoption tax credits, and the Unborn Victims of Violence Act[image: External link].[15]
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Bush supports the death penalty[image: External link]. As Governor of Texas, he allowed 152 executions.[16] He commuted[image: External link] the sentence of one prisoner on death row[image: External link], Henry Lee Lucas[image: External link], on June 15, 1998.[17]
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Bush opposed the Kyoto Protocol, saying that the treaty neglected and exempted 80 percent of the world's population[18] and would have cost tens of billions of dollars per year.[19] Bush announced the Clear Skies Act of 2003,[20] aimed at amending the Clean Air Act to reduce air pollution through the use of emissions trading programs. The initiative was introduced to Congress, but failed to make it out of committee.

Bush has said that global warming is real[21] and has noted that it is a serious problem, but he asserts there is a "debate over whether it's manmade or naturally caused".[22] He announced plans to reaffirm the United States' commitment to work with major economies, and, through the United Nations[image: External link], to complete an international agreement that will slow, stop, and eventually reverse the growth of greenhouse gases; he stated, "this agreement will be effective only if it includes commitments by every major economy and gives none a free ride."[23]
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 LGBT issues




Bush opposed same-sex marriage. During his 2004 reelection campaign, he called for an amendment to the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] that would ban same-sex marriage in the United States but allow for the possibility of civil unions on the state level.[24] He also stated in the famous Wead tapes[image: External link] that he would not "kick gays" and worried his refusal to do so might upset his evangelical supporters, and that "I think it is bad for Republicans to be kicking gays."[25]
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 Prayer in public schools




Bush supported "voluntary, student-led prayer" but not "teacher-led prayers."[26]
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 Stem cell research




Bush opposes federal funding for research relating to newly derived embryonic stem cell lines. He supports federal funding for research on pre-existing embryonic stem cell lines.[15][27]
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Electoral history of George W. Bush






George W. Bush, 43rd President of the United States (2001–2009); 46th Governor of Texas (1995–2000).

Texas's 19th congressional district[image: External link], 1978 (Republican primary):[1]


	
George W. Bush - 6,296 (47.52%)

	
Jim Reese[image: External link] - 5,498 (41.50%)

	
Joe Hickox - 1,455 (10.98%)



Texas's 19th congressional district, 1978 (Republican primary runoff):[2]


	
George W. Bush - 6,802 (55.77%)

	
Jim Reese[image: External link] - 5,395 (44.23%)



Texas's 19th congressional district, 1978:[3]


	
Kent Hance (D) - 54,729 (53.24%)

	
George W. Bush (R) - 48,070 (46.76%)



Republican Texas gubernatorial primary, 1994:[4]


	
George W. Bush – 520,130 (93.32%)

	
Ray Hollis – 37,210 (6.68%)



Texas gubernatorial election, 1994:[5]


	
George W. Bush (R) – 2,350,994 (53.48%)

	
Ann Richards (D) (inc.) – 2,016,928 (45.88%)

	
Keary Ehlers (Lib.) – 28,320 (0.64%)



Republican Texas gubernatorial primary, 1998:[6]


	
George W. Bush (inc.) – 576,528 (96.60%)

	
R.C. Crawford – 20,311 (3.40%)



Texas gubernatorial election, 1998:[7]


	
George W. Bush (R) (inc.) – 2,550,821 (68.24%)

	
Garry Mauro[image: External link] (D) – 1,165,592 (31.18%)

	
Lester Turlington (Lib.) – 20,711 (0.55%)

	
Susan Lee Solar ( write-in[image: External link]) – 954 (0.03%)



United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link] (Republican primaries):[8]


	
George W. Bush – 12,034,676 (62.00%)

	
John McCain – 6,061,332 (31.23%)

	
Alan Keyes – 985,819 (5.08%)

	
Steve Forbes – 171,860 (0.89%)

	Unpledged – 61,246 (0.32%)

	
Gary Bauer – 60,709 (0.31%)

	
Orrin Hatch – 15,958 (0.08%)

	
Al Gore (write-in) – 1,155 (0.01%)

	
Bill Bradley (write-in) – 1,025 (0.01%)



United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]:


	
George W. Bush/Dick Cheney (R) – 50,460,110 (47.9%) and 271 electoral votes (30 states carried)

	
Al Gore/Joe Lieberman (D) – 51,003,926 (48.4%) and 266 electoral votes (20 states and D.C. carried)

	Abstaining – 1 electoral vote (faithless elector[image: External link] from D.C.)

	
Ralph Nader/Winona LaDuke (Green) – 2,883,105 (2.7%)

	
Pat Buchanan/Ezola B. Foster[image: External link] (Reform) – 449,225 (0.4%)

	
Harry Browne/Art Olivier[image: External link] (Libertarian) – 384,516 (0.4%)

	
Howard Phillips/Curtis Frazier (Constitution) – 98,022 (0.1%)

	
John Hagelin/Nat Goldhaber (Natural Law) – 83,702 (0.1%)



United States presidential election, 2004[image: External link]:


	
George W. Bush/Dick Cheney (R) (inc.) – 62,040,610 (50.7%) and 286 electoral votes (31 states carried)

	
John Kerry/John Edwards[image: External link] (D) – 59,028,111 (48.3%) and 251 electoral votes (19 states and D.C. carried)

	
John Edwards[image: External link] (D) – 1 electoral vote (faithless elector[image: External link] from Minnesota[image: External link])
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^ "TX District 19 - R Primary - May 6, 1978"[image: External link]. Our Campaigns.
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^ Our Campaigns - TX Governor Race - Nov 08, 1994[image: External link]


	
^ Our Campaigns - TX Governor - R Primary Race - Mar 10, 1998[image: External link]
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Professional life of George W. Bush






This article covers the professional life of George W. Bush, the 43rd President of the United States. Prior to his election as President in 2000[image: External link], Bush held numerous other positions, including being an oil executive, an owner of the Texas Rangers[image: External link] baseball team, and Governor of Texas. (Also see Governorship of George W. Bush.)
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 Business




Bush began his industry career in 1979, when he established Arbusto Energy, an investment company that purchased fractional interests in other peoples' oil and gas exploration drilling ventures. He bet on these risky drilling undertakings using other peoples money. James R. Bath[image: External link]'s tax returns filed with the IRS indicate that one million dollars in funding was secretly funneled into Arbusto from the Saudi BinLaden Family. The origin of this funding was artfully hidden by middle-man James R. Bath[image: External link] who had been appointed US Trustee for the BinLaden Family after it was arranged by W. Bush's Father in 1976 -- shortly after George H.W. Bush was appointed CIA Director. BinLaden Family patriarch Salem bin Laden[image: External link], half-brother and cousin of Osama bin Laden, signed the Trustee Agreement authorizing Bath to spend the Family's millions "as directed". It was much easier to persuade Bush Family and friends to write checks to wayward son W. Bush for his risky ventures if they were promised dollar-for-dollar reimbursement under the table with BinLaden cash. It has not been publicly disclosed if purported investors Dorothy Bush, Lewis Lehrman[image: External link], William Henry Draper III[image: External link] and/or Bill Gammell[image: External link] received reimbursement for their investments with BinLaden money or if their funds supplemented the BinLaden seed capital laundered through Bath. In 1984, Bush sold the company, hurt in the wake of the 1979 energy crisis[image: External link], to Spectrum 7, another Texas gas exploration firm. Under the terms of the sale, Bush became CEO[image: External link]. Spectrum 7 lost revenue and was merged into Harken Energy[image: External link] Corporation in 1986, with Bush becoming a director of Harken. While W. Bush came out with money in his pocket, there is no evidence that W. Bush's investors including the BinLaden Family ever received repayment of their invested capital.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Texas Rangers and allegations of insider trading




After working on his father's successful 1988 presidential campaign[image: External link], Bush learned from fellow Yale alumnus William DeWitt, Jr.[image: External link], that family friend Eddie Chiles wanted to sell the Texas Rangers[image: External link] baseball[image: External link] franchise along with the new sports stadium; built on land acquired under eminent domain[image: External link] law and built under funding financed through taxpayers' funds backed by a bond issued for its debt. In April 1989, Bush assembled a group of investors from his father's close friends, including fellow fraternity brother Roland W. Betts[image: External link]; the group bought an 86% share of the Rangers for $75 million. Bush received a 2% share by investing $606,302, of which $500,000 was a bank loan. Against the advice of his counsel, Bush repaid the loan by selling $848,000 worth of stock in Harken Energy. Harken reported significant financial losses within a year of this sale, triggering allegations of insider trading. On March 27, 1992, the Securities and Exchange Commission concluded that Bush had a "preexisting plan" to sell, that Bush had a "relatively limited role in Harken management", and that it had not seen evidence of insider trading.[1][2][3][4]

The subsequent SEC investigation ended in 1992 with a memo stating "it appears that Bush did not engage in illegal insider trading," but noted that the memo "must in no way be construed as indicating that the party has been exonerated or that no action may ultimately result".[5] Critics allege that this decision was strongly influenced by the makeup of the SEC at the time, which heavily favored Bush. The chairman at the time was Richard Breeden[image: External link], a good friend of the Bush family's who had been nominated to the SEC by President George H. W. Bush and who had been a lawyer in James Baker's firm, Baker Botts[image: External link]. The SEC's general counsel at the time was James Doty, who had been appointed by President H.W. Bush and as a lawyer in James Baker's firm, Baker Botts[image: External link] had represented George W. Bush when arrangements were made to acquire the Texas Rangers baseball franchise (although Doty recused himself from the investigation.). With Baker Botts representing W. Bush, the Saudi BinLaden family and W. Bush's funding conduit James R. Bath[image: External link], Doty was involved in the frivilous litigation campaign launched in the attempt to intimidate BinLaden middleman James R Bath's business partner [[Charles W. ["Bill"] White]] into cooperating with the attempted cover-up of secret BinLaden Family funding of W. Bush's campaigns and businesses. Bush's own lawyer was Robert Jordan[image: External link], who had been "partners with both Doty and Breeden at Baker Botts and who later became George W. Bush's ambassador to Saudi Arabia[image: External link]".

In House of Bush, House of Saud[image: External link], Craig Unger[image: External link] notes that at the time of Bush's sale, Harken Energy "was expected to run out of money in just three days" (p. 123). In a last-ditch attempt to save the company, Harken was advised by the endowment fund of Harvard University to spin off two of its lower-performing divisions. "According to a Harken memo, if the plan did not go through, the company had 'no other source of immediate financing.'" Bush had already taken out a $500,000 loan and sought Harken's general counsel for advice. The reply was explicit: "The act of trading, particularly if close in time to the receipt of the inside information, is strong evidence that the insider's investment decision was based on the inside information... the insider should be advised not to sell". This memo was turned over by Bush's attorney the day after the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) ruled that it would not charge Bush with insider trading. On June 22, Bush sold his 212,140 shares of stock anyway for a net profit of $848,560. The very next quarter, Harken announced losses of $23 million, which continued to the end of the year when the stock "plummeted from $4 to $1.25".

As President, Bush has refused to authorize the SEC to release its full report on the Harken investigation[image: External link].[6] When the Rangers franchise was sold for $250 million in 1998, at a total profit of $170 million, Bush personally received $14.9 million for his $600,000 investment.[7]

As managing general partner of the Rangers, Bush assisted the team's media relations and the construction of a new stadium.[8] Many in Arlington protested that the stadium was paid for with public funds, and when the stadium title was given to the Texas Rangers Organization, it effectively allowed Bush to cash out public funds. His public role generated valuable goodwill and reinforced name recognition throughout Texas.[9]
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 Early political career




After a United States National Guard[image: External link] transfer in 1972, he served as political director for an Alabama senate campaign. In 1978, Bush ran for the U.S. House of Representatives but lost to Kent Hance. Bush stressed his energy credentials and conservative values in the campaign. Hance, however, also held many conservative views, opposing gun control[image: External link] and strict regulation; he successfully portrayed Bush as out of touch with rural Texans. Hance later became a Republican and donated money to Bush's campaign for Governor of Texas[image: External link] in 1993.[10]
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Public image of George W. Bush






George W. Bush, the 43rd President of the United States, has elicited a variety of public perceptions regarding his policies, personality, and performance as a head of state[image: External link]. In the U.S. and elsewhere, journalists, polling organizations, and others have documented the expression of an evolving array of opinions[image: External link] of President Bush. Time magazine named George W. Bush as its Person of the Year for 2000[1] and 2004,[2] citing him as the most influential person during these two years.

The approval ratings[image: External link] of George W. Bush ranged from a record high to a record low. Bush began his presidency with ratings near 50%.[3] In the time of national crisis following the September 11 attacks[image: External link], polls showed approval ratings of greater than 85%, peaking in at 92%,[3] and a steady 80–90% approval for about four months after the attacks.[4] Afterward, his ratings steadily declined as the economy suffered and the Iraq War initiated by his administration continued. By early 2006, his average rating was near 40%, and in July 2008, a poll indicated a low of 22%.[3][5][6]

In an August 2008 Rasmussen poll, likely voters were asked the question "Will history rate George W. Bush as the worst President ever?"— 50% responded "no", 41% said "yes" and 9% were "unsure".[7]
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 Background




At the beginning of his first term, Bush's reputation suffered due to his narrow victory[image: External link] in Florida and the attendant controversy surrounding his electoral college victory, which included accusations of vote suppression and tampering. While routinely criticized by Democrats[image: External link], Bush was also sometimes criticized by Republicans[image: External link]. A number of American celebrities and sports and media personalities engaged in heated criticism of Bush.

Bush was also subject to criticism in the international community for his foreign policy[image: External link]. He was, at times, targeted by the global anti-war and anti- globalization[image: External link] campaigns. Street protests sometimes occurred during Bush's diplomatic visits to other countries. His policies were the subject of heated criticism in the 2002 elections in Germany[8] and the 2006 elections in Canada.[9]
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 Support among conservatives




Bush has enjoyed strong support among Republicans and Americans holding conservative[image: External link] views, and for the 2004 election[image: External link], 95–98% of the Republican electorate approved of and voted for Bush, a figure exceeding the approval of Ronald Reagan. This support waned, however, due mostly to Republicans' growing frustration with Bush on the issues of spending and illegal immigration. Some Republicans even began criticizing Bush on his policies in Iraq, Iran, and the Palestinian territories[image: External link].[10]
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 Personal image
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 Country image




Raised in West Texas, Bush's accent, vacations on his Texas ranch, and penchant for country metaphors contribute to his folksy, American cowboy image.[11][12] "I think people look at him and think John Wayne," says Piers Morgan, editor of the British Daily Mirror.[13] It has been suggested that Bush's accent was a deliberate and active choice, as a way of distinguishing himself from his family's traditionally wealthy, intellectual, Northeastern image, and anchoring himself to his Texas roots.[14] Both supporters and detractors have pointed to his country persona as reasons for their support or criticism.[12]
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 Vision




In contrast to his father, George H.W. Bush[image: External link], who was perceived as having troubles with an overarching unifying theme[image: External link], Bush embraced larger visions and was seen as a man of larger ideas and associated huge risks.[15]
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 Intellectual capacity




Bush's intellectual[image: External link] capacities were questioned by the media[16] and politicians[17] who speculated about his IQ[image: External link]. A hoax report[image: External link] claiming Bush had the lowest IQ of any American President of the last 50 years circulated in 2001.[18][19]

Though no official IQ test score for Bush has been found, the score he received on his SAT[image: External link] during his final year of prep school at the exclusive Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts is known. He scored 1206, which has been correlated to an IQ of 120. The score that Bush received on his qualifying test for the military suggests that his IQ was in the mid 120's, placing him in the 95th percentile[image: External link] of the population for intelligence.[20] An article published in the journal Political Psychology estimated Bush's IQ at 125.[21] The same study estimated the IQ of Bush's predecessor Bill Clinton at 149.[18] The study's director noted that "Bush may be 'much smarter' than the findings imply". A lecturer in American politics at Warwick University[image: External link] said: "A major part of [Bush's] public persona, to some extent, I think deliberately, is that he is not an intellectual. But he went to Yale, he has had an exclusive upbringing and he is by no means a dimwit."[19][22][23]

Bush's detractors tended to focus on various linguistic errors made by him during his public speeches, (colloquially known as Bushisms).[24] His mispronunciation of certain words was ridiculed in the media and in popular culture. Even as early as the 2000[image: External link] presidential debates[image: External link], it was the subject of a Saturday Night Live[image: External link] sketch (see Strategery[image: External link]).[25] Perhaps his most famous nonstandard pronunciation is that of "nucular" instead of "nuclear", although he is not the only American president to have done this. Merriam-Webster[image: External link] lists "nucular" as a variant but nonstandard pronunciation of nuclear.[26][27]
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 Domestic perception of Bush




Bush began his presidency with approval ratings[image: External link] near 50%.[28] Following the September 11 attacks[image: External link], Bush held approval ratings of greater than 85%, among the highest for any President. Since then, his approval ratings and approval of his handling of domestic, economic, and foreign policy issues steadily declined, and despite consistent efforts to do so, President Bush and his Administration were unable to rally public support for the last three years, with each year seeing a steady decline in the Administration's support level to the point of Bush eventually dropping to a 19% approval rating and 77% disapproval rating, both records for a sitting president.[29]

In 2002, Bush had the highest approval rating of any president during a midterm congressional election since Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]. In an unusual deviation from the historical trend of midterm elections, the Republican Party regained control of the Senate and added to its majority in the House of Representatives. Typically, the President's party loses congressional seats in the midterm elections; 2002 marked only the third midterm election since the Civil War[image: External link] that the party in control of the White House gained seats in both houses of Congress (others were 1902[image: External link] and 1934[image: External link]).

In 2003, Bush's approval spiked upward at the time of the Space Shuttle Columbia disaster[image: External link] in February. The upward trend continued through the invasion of Iraq in March. By late 2003, when presidential opponents began their campaigns in earnest, his approval numbers were in the low to middle 50s. Most polls tied the decline to growing concern over the U.S.-led occupation of Iraq[image: External link] and a slow recovery from the 2001 recession. Polls of May 2004 showed anywhere from a 53%[30] to a 46% approval rating.[31]

In April 2006, the president's approval continued to decline. Four states continue to maintain a positive approval rating: Utah, Wyoming, Idaho, and Nebraska. His disapproval rating in traditionally red states[image: External link] had risen, with higher than 60% of voters disapproving in Ohio, Florida, Arkansas, New Mexico, Nevada, Colorado, Virginia, Missouri, and Iowa. Even in his conservative-spun homestate of Texas, disapproval reached 51 percent. His disapproval rating in several American states had reached an all-time high, with more than 70% disapproving in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Delaware, Vermont, and New York. His highest approval rating stood at 55% in Utah, and his lowest, 24%, in Rhode Island.[32]

In polls conducted between August 7 and 16, 2006, Bush's average approval rating was 37.0%, and his average disapproval rating was 57.3%.[33]

A poll taken in mid September 2006 indicated that 48 percent of Americans believed the war with Iraq has made the U.S. less safe, while 41 percent believed the war has made the U.S. safer from terrorism.[34] Another poll shows that a majority of Americans, by a margin of 61 to 35 percent, believe that the United States is not better off because of Bush's policies.[35]

At the conclusion of 2006, an AP- AOL[image: External link] News telephone poll of 1,004 adults found President George W. Bush to be both the "top villain" and "top hero" of the year.[36] Bush was followed in the "villain" poll by Osama bin Laden, who took in 8 percent to Bush's 25 percent; Saddam Hussein (6 percent); and Iran's Mahmoud Ahmadinejad[image: External link] (5 percent). In the hero poll, Bush's 13 percent was followed by: Soldiers/troops in Iraq (6 percent), Jesus Christ[image: External link] (3 percent), Barack Obama (3 percent), and Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] (3 percent).[37]

Polls conducted after Bush's troop surge strategy was announced in January 2007 showed his approval rating had dropped to approximately 32%.

On February 13, 2008, an average of major polls indicated that Bush's approval rating stood at 33.3%.[33] The same average showed, for polls issued during the period from September 5 to 16, 2008, that Bush's approval rating was 31.9%, and his disapproval rating was 64.8%.[33]

A poll by Rasmussen Reports[image: External link] on December 10, 2005 asked, "Should President Bush be impeached[image: External link] and removed from office?" 32% said "yes," and 58% said "no."[38] Earlier polls asked conditional versions of the impeachment question. For example, Zogby International[image: External link] on November 2, 2005 asked whether respondents agreed with the statement, "If President Bush did not tell the truth about his reasons for going to war with Iraq, Congress should consider holding him accountable through impeachment." Americans agreed with this, 53% to 42%.[39] A poll by Newsweek[image: External link] on October 19, 2006 revealed that 51% of respondents believed that the impeachment of George W. Bush should be a priority.[40] An August 2008 poll found that 41% of Americans thought that George W. Bush is the worst President in United States history, while 50% disagreed.[7]

Bush's critics have questioned his leadership skills regarding some events. One occasion was on the moment of the September 11 World Trade Center attacks[image: External link]: after being told by Chief of Staff Andrew Card that the U.S. was "under attack", Bush continued with a reading lesson with elementary school children for seven minutes.[41][42] Democratic 2004 presidential candidate John Kerry cited Bush's lack of swift action, calling into question the incumbent's leadership capabilities, and concluding: "Americans want to know that the person they choose as president has all the skills and ability, all of the mental toughness, all of the gut instinct necessary to be a strong commander in chief."[43] The 9/11 Commission[image: External link] later released a summary of Bush's closed-door testimony, which stated that Bush's "instinct was to project calm, not to have the country see an excited reaction at a moment of crisis". It went on to say "The President felt he should project strength and calm until he could better understand what was happening."[42] This situation was featured prominently in Michael Moore[image: External link]'s 2004 documentary Fahrenheit 9/11[image: External link].

Bush twice, in late 2001 and early 2002, stated that before entering the classroom he had seen on a television set the first plane hit the World Trade Center[image: External link], and that he had assumed it was an accident.[44][45] This was impossible, as no televised footage of the first plane crashing into the tower was broadcast until the afternoon of that day. The White House explained his remarks as "a mistaken recollection".[46]
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Domestic criticism of Bush has waxed and waned throughout his administration. Before 9/11, Bush was reviled by the bulk of the American left[image: External link], mostly for his role in the controversial 2000 election, and for his No Child Left Behind[image: External link] education program.[47] The next major domestic item which Bush faced significant opposition to was his program of tax cuts[image: External link], codified in the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 and the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003. Both acts ultimately passed, but calls for their repeal lasted until the end of the 2004 campaign[image: External link]. Democratic candidate Howard Dean[image: External link] in particular called for a repeal of the part of the tax cuts which affected the wealthiest Americans in order to fund public health care programs and reduce the federal deficit.[48]

After Bush was re-elected, he made Social Security reform a top priority. He proposed options to permit Americans to divert a portion of their Social Security tax (FICA) into secured investments, creating a "nest egg" that he claimed would enjoy steady growth. This led Democrats to label the program a " privatization[image: External link]" of Social Security. Bush embarked on a 60-day tour to shore up public support for the plan, attacking the political reaction against reforms. Ultimately, Congressional Republicans could not reach a consensus on the plan, and the Democrats were unanimously opposed.[49] Bush was left without any political will to pass his reforms. The issue was dropped, and the status quo maintained.[50]

Bush has been increasingly forced to defend his actions on many fronts and has been unable to generate widespread support in the nation as a whole.[51] After the Democratic Party regained control of both houses of Congress in the 2006 midterm elections[image: External link], MSNBC reported that "The war in Iraq, scandals in Congress and declining support for Bush and Republicans on Capitol Hill defined the battle for House and Senate control".[52]

Calling Bush "The Mother of All Big Spenders", the libertarian[image: External link] think-tank Cato Institute[image: External link] writes that "Sadly, the Bush administration has consistently sacrificed sound policy to the god of political expediency".[53] Cato's Chris Edwards said, "When he gives speeches now, you hear him bashing the Democrats on overspending. It sounds ridiculous, because we know he's a big spender."[54] "After running up $3 trillion in new debt[image: External link] – including more than half a trillion dollars for what some have called his flawed Iraq policy – some people find it astounding that the president is once again lecturing Congress about fiscal responsibility and fiscal priorities," stated Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid[image: External link] (D- Nev[image: External link]).[55]

Alan Greenspan, chairman of the Federal Reserve[image: External link] for 18 years, serving under six Presidents and who describes himself as "a lifelong Libertarian Republican", writes in his book The Age of Turbulence: Adventures in a New World[image: External link] that Bush and the congressional Republicans "swapped principle for power". "Little value was placed on rigorous economic policy debate or the weighing of long-term consequences".

Greenspan, again promoting his book, also says "I am saddened that it is politically inconvenient to acknowledge what everyone knows: the Iraq war is largely about oil"[56] and "getting Saddam out of there was very important, but had nothing to do with weapons of mass destruction[image: External link], it had to do with oil."[57][58] With regards to the costs of the war in Iraq, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimates that it will come to between one and one and a half trillion dollars by 2010.


Those costs – both to sustain the current mission in Iraq and to pay longer-term 'hidden' expenses like troop healthcare and replacement equipment – are far more than US officials advertised when Congress gave President Bush the authority to launch the invasion in March 2003. At the time, the White House and then-defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] predicted a quick, decisive victory and counted on Iraqi oil revenues to pay for the war. And when Lawrence Lindsey[image: External link], one of Bush's top budget advisers, estimated in 2003 that the entire undertaking could cost as much as $200 billion, he was fired ... McGovern said he is worried about the long-term financial impact of the war, adding that his primary concern is that the United States is borrowing money to pay for it. Some leading economists have predicted that, depending on how long troops remain in Iraq, the endeavor could reach several trillion dollars as a result of more 'hidden' costs —including recruiting expenses to replenish the ranks and the lifelong benefits the government pays to veterans. 'It is being paid for on the national credit card,' McGovern said. 'It is being put on the backs of our kids and grandkids. That is indefensible.[59]



In fact, according to the former World Bank[image: External link] vice-president, Joseph Stiglitz[image: External link], when factors like medical and welfare costs of US military servicemen are added in, the cost to date is closer to $3.3 trillion.[60] However, continues Stiglitz, "Three trillion is a very conservative number, the true costs are likely to be much larger than that... The money being spent on the war each week would be enough to wipe out illiteracy around the world ... Just a few days' funding would be enough to provide health insurance for US children who were not covered," he said.

The relaxed regulation under the Bush presidency are regarded to have been a major contributing factor to the subprime mortgage crisis, and there are fears that the United States and the world economy could slide into another Great Depression[image: External link].[61][62]

A Harper's magazine[image: External link] column by Linda Bilmes, a lecturer in Public Finance at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government[image: External link], and Joseph Stiglitz titled "The $10 trillion hangover: Paying the price for eight years of Bush", "estimate that the cost of undoing the Bush administration's economic choices, from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan[image: External link] to the collapse of the financial system, soaring debt and new commitments to interest payments and Medicare, all add up to over $10 trillion".[63][64][65] See also National Debt Graph: Bush Sets 50-Year Record[image: External link]. The National debt from George Washington to the beginning of Ronald Reagan's term totaled about one trillion dollars.

The controversial dismissal of seven U.S. attorneys by the Bush administration's Department of Justice (DOJ) in 2006, and their replacement by interim appointees, led critics to argue that the administration had undermined both the integrity of the Department of Justice and the non-partisan tradition of U.S. Attorneys.[66][67][68][69] Others likened the event to Watergate[image: External link], referring to it as Gonzales-gate,[70] and members of Congress from both parties called for the resignation of Attorney General[image: External link] Alberto Gonzales.[71]
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Main article: Criticism of government response to Hurricane Katrina[image: External link]


Bush came under more criticism when Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast[image: External link] region during the early hours of August 29, 2005. In the wake of the hurricane, two levees protecting New Orleans[image: External link] from Lake Pontchartrain[image: External link] collapsed, leading to widespread flooding. In the aftermath of this disaster[image: External link], thousands of city residents, unable to evacuate prior to the hurricane, became stranded with little or no relief for several days, resulting in lawless and unsanitary conditions in some areas. Blame for inadequate disaster response was partially attributed to state and local authorities, but public outcry in the disaster's early hours was largely directed at the Bush administration, mainly the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)[72] and the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link][73] alleging weak crisis management and coordination. In fact, a Canadian search-and-rescue team actually made it to a New Orleans suburb five days before U.S. aid arrived.[74]

Others have identified political conservatism as the overriding cause of problems in the way the disaster was handled.[75] These critics argue that the alleged unreadiness of the United States National Guard[image: External link], negligence of federal authorities, and haplessness of officials such as Michael Brown did not represent incompetence on the part of the federal authorities, but were instead natural and deliberate consequences of the conservative philosophy[image: External link] embraced by the Bush administration, especially "sink or swim" policies to force reductions in government expenditure[image: External link] and privatize[image: External link] key government responsibilities such as disaster preparedness[image: External link],[76] [77] both of which resulted in the systematic dismantling of FEMA by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security[image: External link].[78]

Criticism led to the resignation of FEMA director Michael Brown, and eventually, Bush himself accepted personal responsibility for what he deemed "serious problems in the federal government's response" in a September 15, 2005 press conference. Several politicians called for either congressional or independent investigations, claiming that the Executive Branch cannot satisfactorily investigate itself.[79][80][81]
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Bush has been criticized by national and international environmental groups for his administration's rollbacks of environmental protections going back more than three decades. These are in areas ranging from the Endangered Species Act[image: External link] and the Clean Air and Clean Water[image: External link] Acts to climate change. According to MSNBC:


After four years in office, the George W. Bush administration has compiled an environmental record that is taking our nation in a new and dangerous direction. Last year alone, Bush administration agencies made more than 150 actions that weakened our environmental laws. Over the course of the first term, this administration led the most thorough and destructive campaign against America's environmental safeguards in the past 40 years.[82]



In "Texas Chainsaw Management" (2007) Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.[image: External link] argues that "The verdict on George W. Bush as the nation's environmental steward[image: External link] has already been written in stone. No president has mounted a more sustained and deliberate assault on the nation's environment. No president has acted with more solicitude toward polluting[image: External link] industries. Assaulting the environment across a broad front, the Bush administration has promoted and implemented more than 400 measures that eviscerate 30 years of environmental policy."[83] Kennedy has also written a book Crimes Against Nature: How George W. Bush and His Corporate Pals Are Plundering the Country and Hijacking Our Democracy.

George W. Bush has also been criticized by the Union of Concerned Scientists[image: External link], representing over 20 Nobel[image: External link] Laureates, who accuse him of failing to acknowledge basic science on environmental issues. The group says that the Bush administration has engaged in intentional suppression and distortion of facts regarding the environment.[84][85]

In the waning days of his administration, Bush sought rule changes which would negatively impact a wide range of environmental issues.[86]


George Bush is behaving like a furious defaulter[image: External link] whose home is about to be repossessed. Smashing the porcelain, ripping the doors off their hinges, he is determined that there will be nothing worth owning by the time the bastards kick him out. His midnight regulations, opening America's wilderness to logging and mining, trashing pollution controls, tearing up conservation laws, will do almost as much damage in the last 60 days of his presidency as he achieved in the foregoing 3,000. His backers – among them the nastiest pollutocrats in America – are calling in their favours. But this last binge of vandalism is also the Bush presidency reduced to its essentials. Destruction is not an accidental product of its ideology. Destruction is the ideology. Neoconservatism[image: External link] is power expressed by showing that you can reduce any part of the world to rubble.[87]
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Moral and ethical questions have been raised over the billions of dollars Bush has requested for the Iraq war,[88] which Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]-Nevada) has said ensures that less money is made available to help children and the poor in the United States.[89] Critics have accused him of stinginess toward poor children with regards to health care in a time when it is increasingly unaffordable.[89][90] Another example is Bush's effort to cut food stamps[image: External link] for the poor. In 2005, Bush called for "billions of dollars in cuts that will touch people on food stamps and farmers on price supports, children under Medicaid[image: External link] and adults in public housing."[91] While passed by the Republican Congress, initially the "White House proposed the restriction".[92]
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 War on Terror






	“
	No official moral leadership emerged to challenge Americans to think constructively about our place in the world, to redefine civic commitment and public responsibility. There was no man in a wheelchair in the White House urging on us a reassessment of American strength and weakness. What we had was a chest beater in a borrowed flight suit, instructing us to max out our credit cards for the cause.[93]

	”



	




Bush received criticism for publicly using phrases like "bring it on" and "wanted dead or alive," both regarding terrorists.[94] Sen. Frank Lautenberg[image: External link], D- N.J.[image: External link], called Bush's language "irresponsible and inciteful". "I am shaking my head in disbelief," Lautenberg said. "When I served in the Army in Europe during World War II, I never heard any military commander – let alone the commander in chief – invite enemies to attack U.S. troops."[95] The Iraqi Resistance[image: External link] group known as the "Islamic Jihad Army" put out a video that stated "George W. Bush, you have asked us to 'bring it on.' And so help me, [we will] like you never expected. Do you have another challenge?"[96][97] Bush apologized for these comments in 2006.[98]
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Main article: Opposition to the Iraq War[image: External link]


Bush has taken a significant amount of criticism for his decision to invade Iraq in March 2003 and his handling of the situation afterwards. As Bush organized the effort, and ordered the invasion himself, he has borne the brunt of the criticism for the undeclared war.[99] A Newsweek poll taken in June 2007 showed a record 73% of respondents disapproving of Bush's handling of the war in Iraq.[100]
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Main articles: Guantánamo Bay detainment camp[image: External link] and Abu Ghraib torture and prisoner abuse


Another point of discussion has been whether the enhanced interrogation techniques in the Abu Ghraib prison[image: External link] and the Guantánamo Bay detainment camp[image: External link] constitutes torture[image: External link] or not. Although a CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll[image: External link] "found that sizable majorities of Americans disagree with tactics ranging from leaving prisoners naked and chained in uncomfortable positions for hours, to trying to make a prisoner think he was being drowned.[101]

Bush has stated that "We do not torture[image: External link]."[102] Yet, many people and governments[103][104][105] and non-governmental organizations disagree and have staged several protests.[106][107][108][109] These sentiments are partly a result of the Pentagon[image: External link]'s suggestion that the president can decide whether normal strictures on torture still apply if it outweighs the security of the nation,[110] and because the Bush administration has repeatedly acted against attempts to restrict controversial interrogation techniques,[111] including signing statements[image: External link] by Bush to exclude himself from the laws created by the Detainee Treatment Act of 2005[image: External link] as well as vetoing legislation that would have made waterboarding and other coercive interrogation methods[image: External link] illegal.[112] Furthermore, some[113][114][115] are concerned by the Bush Administration's use of Extraordinary rendition[image: External link], where individuals are sent to other countries where torture can easily occur without any form of oversight. Bush defends this practice on the basis that:[116][117]


[...] the United States government has an obligation to protect the American people. It's in our country's interests to find those who would do harm to us and get them out of harm's way. And we will do so within the law, and we will do so in honoring our commitment not to torture people. And we expect the countries where we send somebody to, not to torture, as well. But you bet, when we find somebody who might do harm to the American people, we will detain them and ask others from their country of origin to detain them. It makes sense. The American people expect us to do that.



A Pentagon memo lists many interrogation techniques which were requested and approved during Bush's presidency on the basis that "The current guidelines for interrogation procedures at GTMO limit the ability of interrogators to counter advanced resistance".[118] The Bush administration's connection to these controversial interrogation techniques has been one of the main considerations in the movement to impeach George W. Bush[image: External link].

These controversial enhanced interrogation techniques have in several cases become military policy[118][119] and in response to Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse controversy Germany had looked into seeking to charge Rumsfeld and two others with war crimes.[120]
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Under the Bush administration, more aid has been given to Africa than under any other US president or world leader in history, with a total of $15 billion spent to fight AIDS and poverty as well as diplomatic assistance between warring peoples and other humanitarian efforts. Yet, it has to be noted that this was in nominal terms. In real terms, he actually lowered the percent of G.D.P given as aid to foreign countries.[121][122]
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 Bush Derangement Syndrome neologism




American pundit and psychiatrist[123] Charles Krauthammer[image: External link], noting the reaction of liberals to George W. Bush and his policies, in a 2003 column[image: External link] coined the term Bush Derangement Syndrome to describe "the acute onset of paranoia in otherwise normal people in reaction to the policies, the presidency—nay—the very existence of George W. Bush".[123][124] While Krauthammer's column was somewhat tongue-in-cheek (e.g., "What is worrying epidemiologists about the Dean[image: External link] incident, however, is that heretofore no case had been reported in Vermont[image: External link], or any other dairy state"), the term indicates a belief that some extreme criticisms of President Bush are of emotional origin rather than based in fact or logic. The term has been adopted by writers across the political spectrum[125][126][127] and is most closely associated with liberal reaction to Bush policies past and present.[124][126][127][128]

Such phenomena is not unique to Bush,[129] with several commentators borrowing Krauthammer's coinage to define "Thatcher derangement syndrome",[130][131] in reference to Margaret Thatcher[image: External link], referring to the extremely vitriolic reactions Thatcher evokes among British leftists,[132] both during and following her tenure as Britain's prime minister,[132] and most notably distinguished in the aftermath of her death[image: External link] in 2013.[133]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Foreign perception of Bush




Opinions of Bush from outside the U.S. are less than favorable. For example, a global sampling in 2005 of 21 nations found that 58% of those sampled believed that the president's reelection would have a negative impact on their peace and security; only 26% believed it would have a positive one.[134]

In 18 of the 21 countries surveyed, a majority of respondents held an unfavorable opinion of Bush. Respondents indicated that they judged his administration as "negative" for world security.[134][135]

The United Kingdom's Daily Mirror newspaper ran the following headline the day of Bush's reelection: "How Can 59,054,087 People Be So Dumb?", underlining Bush's unpopularity in some sections of the British press. Among the population of Britain, two-thirds of the population holds[ when?[image: External link]] a dim view of Bush, a figure that is duplicated in Canada.

After his reelection in 2004, Bush was viewed favorably by 38% and unfavorably by 53% in Italy, but much worse in other countries: "Three-quarters of those in Spain and more than 80% in France and Germany had a negative view of President Bush's role in world affairs."[135][136] In Turkey, 72% of those polled said that Bush's reelection made them "feel worse about Americans".[134] In November 2006, a survey taken in Great Britain, Mexico, and Canada showed that they believe Bush is more dangerous than North Korean leader Kim Jong-il and Iranian President[image: External link] Mahmoud Ahmadinejad[image: External link].[137]

In Islamic countries[image: External link], opinion of Bush was even less favorable. In Islamic countries, Bush's unfavorable ratings were particularly high, often over 90%.[138] In Jordan, for example, Bush's favorable rating was only nine percent.[139]

Bush enjoyed somewhat more favorable views among the populations of some allied states. In one multi-nation poll after Bush's 2004 reelection[image: External link], the only three countries (out of 21 polled) in which a majority or plurality saw Bush's return to office as positive for peace and security in the world were the Philippines (63%), India (62%), and Poland (44%). [134] In one poll of 10 countries, Israel was the only country where the population had a net favorable opinion, with 62 percent favoring Bush.[139]
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Main article: Historical rankings of United States Presidents[image: External link]


Since 2006, surveys of professional historians[image: External link] have given the Bush presidency low marks. A 2006 Siena College[image: External link] poll of 744 professors reported the following results:[140]


	"George W. Bush has just finished five years as President. If today were the last day of his presidency, how would you rank him? The responses were: Great: 2%; Near Great: 5%; Average: 11%; Below Average: 24%; Failure: 58%."

	"In your judgment, do you think he has a realistic chance of improving his rating? Two-thirds (67%) responded no; less than a quarter (23%) responded yes; and 10% chose no opinion or not applicable."



Thomas Kelly, professor emeritus of American studies at Siena College, said: "President Bush would seem to have small hope for high marks from the current generation of practicing historians and political scientists. In this case, current public opinion polls actually seem to cut the President more slack than the experts do." Dr. Douglas Lonnstrom, Siena College professor of statistics and director of the Siena Research Institute, stated: "In our 2002 presidential rating, with a group of experts comparable to this current poll, President Bush ranked 23rd of 42 presidents. That was shortly after 9/11. Clearly, the professors do not think things have gone well for him in the past few years. These are the experts that teach college students today and will write the history of this era tomorrow."[140]

In 2008, the History News Network conducted an unscientific poll among 109 professional historians. That poll found that, among those professional historians, 98% believe that the George W. Bush presidency is a failure, and that 61% believe it to be the worst in history.[141] Another poll done in 2009 by C-SPAN among 65 professional historians ranks Bush 36 of 42 former presidents.[142]

A 2010 Siena College poll of 238 Presidential scholars found that Bush was ranked 39th out of 43, with poor ratings in handling of the economy, communication, ability to compromise, foreign policy accomplishments and intelligence.[143]
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In 2004, Michael Moore[image: External link] released his documentary Fahrenheit 9/11[image: External link], which went on to become the highest-grossing political documentary of all time.[144] The film is critical of Bush and the War on Terrorism[image: External link]. Christopher Hitchens[image: External link] and Ed Koch[image: External link] have criticized Fahrenheit 9/11 as dishonest and inaccurate.[145][146]
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In 2008, director Oliver Stone[image: External link], a noted liberal and Democrat who is known as a critic of Republican policymakers including Bush, directed a biographical film about Bush entitled W., featuring Josh Brolin[image: External link] in the title role.[147] W. was appraised as a surprisingly even-handed and restrained treatment of Bush and his policies, given Bush's incredibly low popularity around the time of the film's release.[148][149]
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 Miss Me Yet? billboard




In February 2010 a roadside billboard appeared featuring an image of George W. Bush and a caption with the words "MISS ME YET?". The billboard was initially spotted on Interstate 35[image: External link] in Wyoming, Minnesota[image: External link] but soon other billboards like it popped up around the country.[150][151] It was first considered to be an internet hoax[image: External link], but has been confirmed as a real advertisement.[152] The Billboard has led to other Bush-themed merchandise with the catchphrase[image: External link] "Miss Me Yet?" from agencies such as CafePress[image: External link],[153] and the image plus the related caption has become an internet meme.

The billboard was mentioned on Rush Limbaugh[image: External link]'s talk radio show as some callers mentioned the billboard did exist.[154] It was later discovered to have been created and sponsored by an anonymous source who wanted to remain that way as per the billboard owner Schubert & Hoey Outdoor Advertising.[152] According to the billboard owner, the sign was purchased by a group of small business owners located in the seven-county metropolitan area.[155] Later, Mike Rivard, one of the six business owners from Minnesota, came forward and told Fox News that one of the reasons why they did it was they thought it was a hilarious message, and the image they used was found online.[156]
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 Effect of Decision Points memoir




Journalists from several media sources opined that the publication of Bush's memoir Decision Points in November 2010 was intended to or would have the effect of improving his post presidential image.[157]
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 Ranking of George W. Bush as US President




After he left office, George W. Bush has been ranked between 31st (by USPC[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]) and 39th (by Siena Research Institute[158]) out of 44 presidents in the history of the US.
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Governorship of George W. Bush






George W. Bush served as the 46th Governor of Texas from 1995 until 2000, when he resigned as governor following his election as the 43rd President of the United States. As governor, Bush successfully sponsored legislation for tort reform, increased education funding, set higher standards for schools, and reformed the criminal justice[image: External link] system. Bush also pioneered faith-based welfare programs[image: External link] and helped make Texas the leading producer of wind powered electricity in the US.
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 1994




Main article: Texas gubernatorial election, 1994


With his father George H. W. Bush's election to the United States[image: External link] Presidency in 1988, speculation had arisen among Republicans[image: External link] that George W. Bush would enter the 1990 Texas gubernatorial election. This was offset by Bush's purchase of the Texas Rangers[image: External link] baseball team and personal concerns regarding his own record and profile after which Bush declared his candidacy for the 1994 election, even as his brother Jeb first sought the governorship of Florida[image: External link]. Winning the Republican primary easily, Bush faced incumbent Governor Ann Richards, a popular Democrat[image: External link] who was considered the easy favorite, given Bush's lack of political credentials.

Bush was aided in his campaign by a close coterie of political advisers that included Karen Hughes, a former journalist who was his communications adviser; Joe Allbaugh, who became his campaign manager, and Karl Rove, a personal friend and political activist who is believed to have been a strong influence in encouraging Bush to enter the election. Bush's aides crafted a campaign strategy that attacked Governor Richards' record on law enforcement, her political appointments, and her support of liberal political causes. Bush developed a positive image and message with themes of "personal responsibility" and "moral leadership." His campaign focused on issues such as education (seeking more accountability for schools over student performance), crime, deregulation of the economy, and tort reform. Following an impressive performance in the debates, Bush's popularity grew.[1] He won with 53.5 percent against Richards' 45.9 percent.[2]
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 1998




Main article: Texas gubernatorial election, 1998


As a popular governor, Bush won re-election in a landslide victory[image: External link] with nearly 69 percent of the vote.

He won 40 percent of the Latino vote and 27 percent of the African American vote, becoming the first Texas governor to be elected for two consecutive terms since Dolph Briscoe was re-elected in 1974.[3] Within a year, he had decided to seek the Republican nomination for the Presidency.
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 Capital punishment policy




Under his leadership, Texas executed 152 prisoners, more than any previous governor in modern American history; critics such as Helen Prejean[image: External link] argue that he failed to give serious consideration to clemency requests.[4]

During his tenure, Bush presided over more executions of death row[image: External link] inmates than any other Governor in the history of Texas so far, surpassed only by his successor Rick Perry (Governor from 2000-2015). The rate averages an execution in the state every nine days.[5] The only death penalty case among the 153 that came across George W. Bush's desk in his tenure as Texas Governor in which Governor Bush intervened and commuted the death sentence was that of serial killer Henry Lee Lucas[image: External link]. Under Texas law, however, the governor only has power to commute the sentence if the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles[image: External link] first recommends commutation or pardon; Bush's only option for the vast majority [clarification needed[image: External link]] of the death penalty cases was to offer a one-time, non-renewable 30-day reprieve from execution.[6]
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 Fiscal policy




Seeking to reduce high property taxes to benefit homeowners while increasing general education funding, Bush sought to create business taxes, but faced vigorous opposition from his own party and the private sector. Failing to obtain political consensus for his proposal, Bush used a budget surplus to push through a $2 billion tax-cut plan, which was the largest in Texas history and cemented Bush's credentials as a pro-business fiscal conservative.[7] To pay for the tax cuts, he sought federal approval of a plan to privatize Texas' social services.

Bush also helped make Texas the leading producer of wind powered electricity in the US.[8][9][10] In 1995 Bush made wind power a key facet of Texas' renewable energy policy.[citation needed[image: External link]] Under a 1999 Texas state law, electric retailers are obliged to buy a certain amount of energy from renewable sources (RPS)[image: External link].[11][12][13] This environmentally progressive legislation is a striking[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] counterpoint to the energy policies[image: External link] of his presidency that favored the status quo[image: External link].[14]
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 Social policy




Bush also pioneered faith-based welfare programs[image: External link] by extending government funding and support for religious organizations providing social services such as education, alcohol and drug abuse prevention, and reduction of domestic violence. As governor, he reached out to religious leaders such as Kirbyjon Caldwell[image: External link] (who would later offer the official benediction at Bush's presidential inauguration). He signed a memorandum on April 17, 2000 proclaiming June 10 to be Jesus Day in Texas, a day where he "urge[d] all Texans to answer the call to serve those in need."[15] Although Bush was criticized for allegedly violating the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment[image: External link] ("Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion"), his initiative was popular with most people across the state, especially religious and social conservatives. In the 1996 United States Presidential Election[image: External link], Bush criticized Republican nominee Bob Dole for trying to bring Pro-choice[image: External link] advocates into the party.[16]
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 Education policy




Bush supported local control of schools, higher educational standards, and an updated academic curriculum. Charter schools mired in financial scandals. There were protests against one test determining a child's promotion.[17]
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 Appointments




Right after his re-election, Bush named insurance commissioner Elton Boomer, a Democrat from Anderson County[image: External link] in East Texas, as the new Texas Secretary of State[image: External link]. He also appointed Michael L. Williams[image: External link] to the Texas Railroad Commission[image: External link] in 1999 upon the resignation of Carole Keeton Strayhorn[image: External link] (who was then known as Carole Keeton Rylander at the time), who resigned following her election as Comptroller of Public Accounts[image: External link] in 1998.

Williams became the first African American to serve in an executive statewide office, and easily won a special election in 2000 for an unexpired term and was re-elected to six-year terms in 2002 and 2008.
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The presidency of George W. Bush began on January 20, 2001 at noon Eastern Standard Time[image: External link], when George W. Bush was inaugurated[image: External link] as President of the United States. Bush's presidency ended on January 20, 2009. A Republican[image: External link], he took office following a very close win in the 2000 presidential election[image: External link] over Democratic[image: External link] nominee Al Gore, the then– incumbent[image: External link] Vice President. Bush, the 43rd[image: External link] United States[image: External link] president, is the son of the 41st president, George H. W. Bush. Bush was re-elected in 2004[image: External link], defeating his Democratic opponent John Kerry. He was succeeded in office by Democrat Barack Obama, who won the 2008 presidential election[image: External link].

Upon taking office, Bush pushed through a $1.3 trillion tax cut program and the No Child Left Behind Act, a major education bill. He also pushed for socially conservative[image: External link] efforts, such as the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act and faith-based welfare initiatives[image: External link]. After the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001[image: External link], Bush declared a global war on terrorism and, in October 2001, ordered an invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link] to overthrow the Taliban, destroy the terrorist group al-Qaeda, and capture Osama bin Laden. That same month, he signed into law the controversial Patriot Act in order to strengthen security and allow for greater surveillance. In 2003, Bush ordered an invasion of Iraq, asserting that Iraq possessed stockpiles of weapons of mass destruction in violation of UN Security Council Resolution 1441[image: External link]. Later that year, he signed the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act, which created Medicare Part D[image: External link] and made other changes to Medicare.

Bush's second term was highlighted by several free trade[image: External link] agreements, a strong push for offshore[image: External link] and domestic drilling, and the successful nominations of Supreme Court[image: External link] Justices John G. Roberts[image: External link] and Samuel Alito. Bush also sought immigration reform and major changes to Social Security, but both efforts failed. The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq continued, and in 2007 he launched a surge of troops in Iraq. The Bush administration's response to Hurricane Katrina and the dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy earned wide coverage, and his second term saw a drop in his approval ratings. The financial crisis of 2007–2008[image: External link] dominated his last days in office as policymakers looked to avert a major economic disaster, and he signed into law the Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link] (TARP). Bush's presidency is frequently ranked by historians as a below-average president.



TOP
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 Major acts as president




See also: List of George W. Bush legislation and programs





	
Foreign policy actions


	Responding to the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link]

	Declaring the War on Terrorism[image: External link]

	Waging the Afghanistan War[image: External link] against Osama bin Laden, Al-Qaeda, and the Taliban government

	Waging the 2003 invasion of Iraq and the Iraq War against Saddam Hussein and the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party[image: External link] government

	U.S.-Iraq Status of Forces Agreement[image: External link]





	Establishing prison for terror suspects at Guantanamo Bay


	USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link]

	Establishing the United States Department of Homeland Security

	Establishing the Office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link]










	SORT[image: External link]

	President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief

	Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade Agreement[image: External link]




	
Economic policy actions


	The Bush tax cuts

	Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001

	Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002[image: External link]

	Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003





	Responding to the Late 2000s recession[image: External link]

	Economic Stimulus Act of 2008

	
Public Law 110-343[image: External link]

	Div. A: Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008


	Div. B: Energy Improvement and Extension Act of 2008[image: External link]


	Div. C: Tax Extenders and Alternative Minimum Tax Relief Act of 2008[image: External link]










	Sarbanes–Oxley Act[image: External link]



Domestic policy actions


	Education

	No Child Left Behind Act





	Social Policy

	Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act

	Establishing the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives[image: External link]






	Other

	Responding to Hurricane Katrina


	Creation of Medicare Part D[image: External link]
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 Election of 2000




Main article: United States presidential elections, 2000[image: External link]


With the help political adviser Karl Rove, Bush began preparing for a 2000 presidential campaign soon after his victory in the 1994 Texas gubernatorial election. Following the defeat of Republican nominee Bob Dole in the 1996 presidential election[image: External link], Bush was widely viewed as one of the top contenders for the 2000 Republican nomination. After a strong re-election victory in the gubernatorial re-election of 1998, Bush became the widely acknowledged front-runner in the race for the nomination. Discouraged by Bush's popularity and strong fundraising, potential Republican candidates such as Jack Kemp and Colin Powell[image: External link] declined to enter the race. In the years preceding the 2000 election, Bush built up his stable of advisers, with his economic advisers led by supply-side economics[image: External link] advocate Lawrence B. Lindsey[image: External link] and his foreign policy team[image: External link] led by Condoleezza Rice. Though several Republicans dropped out of the race rather than challenge Bush, Arizona Senator John McCain launched a spirited challenge that was supported by many moderates and foreign policy hawks[image: External link]. McCain's loss in the South Carolina primary effectively ended the 2000 Republican primaries, and Bush was officially nominated for president at the 2000 Republican National Convention. Bush selected[image: External link] former Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney as his running mate; though Cheney offered little electoral appeal and had had health problems, Bush thought that Cheney's extensive experience would make him a valuable governing partner.[1]

With President Bill Clinton term-limited, the Democrats nominated Vice President Al Gore. Bush's campaign emphasized their own candidate's character in contrast with that of Clinton, who had been embroiled in the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link] for much of his second term. In the presidential debates, Bush exceeded the expectations of many in holding his ground against Gore, and Bush held a substantial lead in several polls taken after the final debate in October. However, the unearthing of a 1976 DUI arrest sapped Bush's momentum, and as election night approached, the race was widely considered to be very close. On election night, several television networks called the race for Gore based on exit polls and early returns, but as the night continued, the networks reversed themselves and called the race for Bush. Florida emerged as the key state in the election, as whichever candidate won the state would win the presidency. Official tallies showed Bush with lead of less than two thousand votes out of a total of two million cast in Florida, and both campaigns dispatched attorneys to engage in the legal battle over the ensuing recount. The Florida Supreme Court ordered a recount, but was overruled by the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] in the case of Bush v. Gore. Bush won the election with 271 electoral votes compared to Gore's 266, though Gore narrowly won a plurality of the popular vote. In the concurrent congressional elections[image: External link], Republicans retained a narrow majority in the House but lost five seats in the Senate to leave the partisan balance at fifty Republicans and fifty Democrats.[2]
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 Administration and cabinet






	The Bush Cabinet



	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	George W. Bush
	2001–2009



	Vice President
	Dick Cheney
	2001–2009



	



	Secretary of State
	Colin Powell[image: External link]
	2001–2005



	Condoleezza Rice
	2005–2009



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	Paul O'Neill[image: External link]
	2001–2002



	John W. Snow[image: External link]
	2003–2006



	Henry Paulson
	2006–2009



	



	Secretary of Defense[image: External link]
	Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link]
	2001–2006



	Robert Gates
	2006–2009



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	John Ashcroft
	2001–2005



	Alberto Gonzales
	2005–2007



	Michael Mukasey
	2007–2009



	



	Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]
	Gale Norton
	2001–2006



	Dirk Kempthorne
	2006–2009



	



	Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link]
	Ann Veneman[image: External link]
	2001–2005



	Mike Johanns
	2005–2007



	Ed Schafer
	2008–2009



	



	Secretary of Commerce[image: External link]
	Donald Evans
	2001–2005



	Carlos Gutierrez
	2005–2009



	



	Secretary of Labor[image: External link]
	Elaine Chao
	2001–2009



	



	Secretary of Health and

Human Services[image: External link]
	Tommy Thompson
	2001–2005



	Mike Leavitt
	2005–2009



	



	Secretary of Education[image: External link]
	Rod Paige
	2001–2005



	Margaret Spellings
	2005–2009



	



	Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development[image: External link]
	Mel Martinez
	2001–2003



	Alphonso Jackson[image: External link]
	2003–2008



	Steve Preston
	2008–2009



	



	Secretary of Transportation[image: External link]
	Norman Mineta
	2001–2006



	Mary Peters[image: External link]
	2006–2009



	



	Secretary of Energy[image: External link]
	Spencer Abraham
	2001–2005



	Samuel Bodman[image: External link]
	2005–2009



	



	Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link]
	Anthony Principi
	2001–2005



	Jim Nicholson[image: External link]
	2005–2007



	James Peake
	2007–2009



	



	Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link]
	Tom Ridge
	2003–2005



	Michael Chertoff
	2005–2009



	



	Chief of Staff
	Andrew Card
	2001–2006



	Joshua Bolten
	2006–2009



	



	Administrator of the

Environmental Protection Agency
	Christine Todd Whitman
	2001–2003



	Mike Leavitt
	2003–2005



	Stephen L. Johnson
	2005–2009



	



	Director of the Office of

Management and Budget
	Mitch Daniels
	2001–2003



	Joshua Bolten
	2003–2006



	Rob Portman
	2006–2007



	Jim Nussle[image: External link]
	2007–2009



	



	Director of the Office of

National Drug Control Policy[image: External link]
	John P. Walters
	2001–2009



	



	United States Trade Representative[image: External link]
	Robert Zoellick
	2001–2005



	Rob Portman
	2005–2006



	Susan Schwab
	2006–2009




Rejecting the idea of a powerful White House Chief of Staff, Bush had high-level officials report directly to him. Bush brought to the White House several individuals who had worked under him in Texas, including Senior Counselor Karen Hughes, Senior Adviser Karl Rove, legal counsel Alberto Gonzales, and Staff Secretary[image: External link] Harriet Miers. Other important individuals in the White House included National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice, Chief of Staff Andrew Card, and Vice President Cheney, who emerged as the most powerful individual in the White House aside from Bush himself.[3] Paul H. O'Neill, who had served as Deputy Director of the OMB, was appointed Secretary of the Treasury, while former Missouri Senator John Ashcroft was appointed Attorney General.[4] O'Neill, who opposed the Iraq War and feared that the Bush tax cuts would lead to deficits, was replaced by John W. Snow[image: External link] in February 2003.[5] In June 2006, Snow was succeeded by Henry Paulson, the head of Goldman Sachs[image: External link], after Bush agreed to let Paulson lead his administration's economic policy.[6] Ashcroft, who differed with Bush on issues such as NSA surveillance, resigned after the 2004 election, and was replaced by Gonzales.[7] After serving as Chief of Staff for more than five years, Card left the White House of his own accord, and was replaced by Joshua Bolten.[8] Gonzales and Rove both left in 2007 after controversy regarding the dismissal of U.S. attorneys, and Gonzales was replaced by Michael Mukasey, a former federal judge.[9]

As Bush had little foreign policy experience, his appointments would serve an important role in dictating the foreign policy of the United States during his tenure. Bush's initial foreign policy appointees had largely served under his father's administration. Vice President Cheney had been Secretary of Defense, National Security Adviser Rice had served on the National Security Council, and deputy secretaries Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link] and Richard Armitage[image: External link] had also served in important roles. Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link] had served as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff under the first President Bush.[10] Bush had long admired Powell, and the former general was Bush's first choice for the position. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link], who had served in the same position during the Ford administration, rounded out the key figures in the national security team.[11] Frustrated by the decisions of the Bush administration, particularly the launching of the Iraq War, Powell resigned following the 2004 elections.[12] He was replaced by Rice, while then-Deputy National Security Adviser Stephen Hadley[image: External link] took Rice's former position.[13] After the 2006 elections, Rumsfeld was replaced by former CIA Director Robert Gates, who presided over Bush's 2007 Iraq troop surge.[14]
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 Advisors and other officials





	
Deputy Secretary of Defense[image: External link] – Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link] (2001–2005), Gordon R. England[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	
CIA Director[image: External link] – George Tenet (2001–2004), John E. McLaughlin[image: External link] (acting, 2004), Porter J. Goss[image: External link] (2004–2006), Michael Hayden[image: External link] (2006–2009)

	
FBI Director[image: External link] – Louis Freeh[image: External link] (2001), Thomas J. Pickard[image: External link] (acting, 2001), Robert S. Mueller[image: External link] (2001–2009)

	
NASA Administrator[image: External link] – Sean O'Keefe[image: External link] (2001–2005), Michael D. Griffin[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	
FAA Administrator[image: External link] – Marion Blakey[image: External link] (2002–2007), Robert A. Sturgell[image: External link] (acting) (2007–2009)

	
FDA commissioner[image: External link] – Mark McClellan[image: External link] (2002–2004), Lester Crawford[image: External link] (2005), Andrew von Eschenbach[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	
National Security Advisor[image: External link] – Condoleezza Rice (2001–2005), Stephen Hadley[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	
Deputy National Security Advisor for Iraq and Afghanistan[image: External link] – Meghan O'Sullivan[image: External link] (?–2007), Douglas Lute[image: External link] (2007–2009)

	
Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link] – John Negroponte[image: External link] (2001–2004), John Danforth[image: External link] (2004); John R. Bolton[image: External link] (2005–2006), Zalmay Khalilzad[image: External link] (2007–2009)

	
FCC Chairman[image: External link] – Michael Powell[image: External link] (2001–2005), Kevin Martin[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	
White House Deputy Chief of Staff[image: External link] – Joe Hagin[image: External link] (2001–2008), Joshua Bolten (2001–2003), Harriet Miers (2003–2004), Karl Rove (2005–2007), Joel Kaplan[image: External link] (2006–2009), Blake Gottesman[image: External link] (2008–2009)

	
Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] – John Negroponte[image: External link] (2005–2007), John Michael McConnell[image: External link] (2007–2009)

	
White House Counsel[image: External link] – Alberto R. Gonzales[image: External link] (2001–2005), Harriet Miers (2005–2007), Fred Fielding[image: External link] (2007–2009)

	
White House Press Secretary[image: External link] – Ari Fleischer[image: External link] (2001–2003), Scott McClellan[image: External link] (2003–2006), Tony Snow[image: External link] (2006–2007), Dana Perino[image: External link] (2007–2009)

	
Senior Advisor to the President[image: External link] – Karl Rove (2001–2007), Barry Steven Jackson[image: External link] (2007–2009)

	
Chief of Staff to the Vice President of the United States[image: External link] – Lewis Libby[image: External link] (2001–2005), David Addington[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	
Counselor to the President[image: External link] – Karen Hughes (2001–2002), Dan Bartlett[image: External link] (2002–2007), Ed Gillespie (2007–2009)
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 Military nominations and appointments





	
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] – Richard B. Myers[image: External link] (2001 –2005), Peter Pace[image: External link] (2005 –2007), Michael Mullen[image: External link] (2007 –2011)

	
Chief of Staff of the United States Army[image: External link] – Peter Schoomaker[image: External link] (2003–2007), George W. Casey, Jr.[image: External link] (2007 –2011)

	
Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force[image: External link] – John P. Jumper[image: External link] (2001–2005), T. Michael Moseley[image: External link] (2005–2008), Norton A. Schwartz[image: External link](2008-2012)

	
Chief of Naval Operations[image: External link] – Michael Mullen[image: External link] (2005–2007), Gary Roughead[image: External link] (2007–2011)

	
Commandant of the Marine Corps[image: External link] – Michael Hagee[image: External link] (2003–2006), James T. Conway[image: External link] (2006–2010)
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 Judicial nominations




Main article: George W. Bush Supreme Court candidates


See also: George W. Bush judicial appointment controversies


After the 2004 election, many expected that Chief Justice William Rehnquist would be forced to step down from the United States Supreme Court[image: External link]. Cheney and White House Counsel Harriet Miers were tasked with finding a suitable replacement, and they settled on D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals[image: External link] John Roberts and Fourth Circuit Judge Michael Luttig[image: External link], both widely respected conservatives, as the two finalists. In June 2005, Justice Sandra Day O'Connor unexpectedly announced that she would step down from the court, and Bush nominated Roberts[image: External link] for her position the following month. After Rehnquist died in September, Bush briefly considered elevating Associate Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link] to the position of Chief Justice, but instead chose to nominate Roberts for the position. Roberts won confirmation from the Senate in a 78-22 vote, with all Republicans and a narrow majority of Democrats voting to confirm Roberts. To replace O'Connor, the Bush wanted to find a female nominee, but was unsatisfied with the conventional options available. The president settled on Miers, but her nomination[image: External link] immediately faced opposition from conservatives feared her unproven ideology and lack of judicial experience. After Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist[image: External link] informed Bush that Miers did not have the votes necessary to win confirmation, Miers withdrew from consideration. Bush nominated[image: External link] Samuel Alito, who received strong support from conservatives but faced opposition from Democrats. Alito won confirmation in a 58-42 vote in January 2006.[15]

Bush also appointed 62 judges to the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link], 261 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link], and 2 judges to the United States Court of International Trade[image: External link]. Bush appointed Neil Gorsuch[image: External link] to the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit[image: External link] in 2006; Gorsuch would later be nominated[image: External link] by President Donald Trump for a seat on the Supreme Court.
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 International trips




Main article: List of international presidential trips made by George W. Bush[image: External link]


Bush made 48 international trips to 72 different countries (in addition to visiting the West Bank[image: External link]) during his presidency.[16]

He visited six continents[image: External link]: Africa[image: External link], Asia[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Europe[image: External link], North America[image: External link], and South America[image: External link]. On one of his two trips to Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link], he visited three of the poorest countries in the world: Liberia[image: External link], Rwanda[image: External link], and Benin[image: External link]. He was the first sitting president to visit: Albania[image: External link], Bahrain[image: External link], Benin, Estonia[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Iraq, Lithuania[image: External link], Mongolia[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], Slovakia[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link], and the United Arab Emirates[image: External link]. Bush also made a secret trip to Iraq on Thanksgiving Day[image: External link] 2003 to dine with the troops. His father had made a similar visit to the U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia in 1990. On November 15–20, 2006, Bush made the third round the world presidential flight (after Johnson and Nixon[image: External link]).

The number of visits per country where he travelled are:


	One visit to Albania, Argentina[image: External link], Austria[image: External link], Bahrain, Benin, Botswana[image: External link], Bulgaria[image: External link], Chile[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link], El Salvador[image: External link], Estonia, Georgia, Ghana[image: External link], Guatemala[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], India[image: External link], Kosovo[image: External link], Kuwait[image: External link], Liberia, Lithuania, Mongolia, Netherlands[image: External link], Nigeria[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link], Panama[image: External link], Philippines[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link], Qatar, Rwanda, Senegal[image: External link], Slovakia, South Africa[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Sweden, Tanzania[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link], Uganda[image: External link], Ukraine[image: External link], United Arab Emirates, Uruguay[image: External link], Vietnam[image: External link], and the West Bank

	Two visits to Afghanistan[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Colombia[image: External link], Czech Republic[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Israel[image: External link], Jordan[image: External link], Latvia[image: External link], Peru[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], Saudi Arabia[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link], Slovenia[image: External link], and Thailand[image: External link]


	Three visits to Egypt[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], and Poland[image: External link]


	Four visits to Canada[image: External link], China[image: External link], France[image: External link], Iraq, and Japan[image: External link]


	Five visits to Germany[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link], and Vatican City[image: External link]


	Six visits to Italy[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link]


	Seven visits to Russia[image: External link]
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 Domestic policy




Main article: Domestic policy of the George W. Bush administration
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 Bush tax cuts




See also: Economic policy of the George W. Bush administration


Bush's promise to cut taxes had been the centerpiece of his 2000 campaign, and upon taking office, he made tax cuts his first major legislative priority. A budget surplus had developed during the presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link], and, with the support of Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan, Bush argued that the best use of the surplus was to lower taxes. After Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill expressed concerns over the size of the tax cut and the possibility of future deficits, Cheney took charge of writing the bill, which the administration proposed to Congress in March 2001.[17] Bush rejected the idea of "triggers" that would phase out the tax reductions should the government again run deficits, arguing instead that the tax cuts were the best way to stimulate the economy regardless of deficits. The Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 won the support of congressional Republicans and a minority of congressional Democrats, and Bush signed it into law in June 2001. The act lowered the top income tax rate from 39 to 35 percent and also lowered the estate tax[image: External link]. The narrow Republican majority in the Senate necessitated the use of the reconciliation[image: External link], which in turn necessitated that the tax cuts would phase out in 2011 barring further legislative action. In the aftermath of the passage of the tax bill, Senator Jim Jeffords[image: External link] left the Republican Party and began caucusing with the Democrats, giving them control of the Senate. After Republicans re-took the Senate in the 2002 mid-term elections, Bush proposed further tax cuts. With little support among Democrats, Congress passed the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003, which cut taxes by another $350 billion over ten years. The law lowered the capital gains tax[image: External link] and taxes on dividends. Collectively, the Bush tax cuts reduced federal individual tax rates to their lowest level since World War II, and government revenue as a share of gross domestic product[image: External link] declined from 20.9% in 2000 to 16.3% in 2004.[18][19]
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 Education




Along with tax cuts, Bush's other major policy initiative upon taking office was education reform. Though some congressional Republicans had called for the abolition of the Department of Education, Bush's success campaigning on education reform had convinced many Republicans, such as Congressman John Boehner[image: External link] of Ohio, that an education reform bill increasing federal funding would prove politically popular.[20] Seeking to craft a bipartisan bill, Bush sought out Democratic Senator Ted Kennedy, a leading liberal[image: External link] Senator who served as the ranking member on the Senate Committee on Health, Education, and Pensions[image: External link]. Bush proposed the No Child Left Behind Act, which required extensive testing to ensure that schools met uniform standards for skills such as reading and math. Bush hoped that testing would make schools more accountable for their performance and allow parents more information in choosing which schools to send their children. Kennedy shared Bush's concern for the education of impoverished children and hoped to increase federal funding for education, but he strongly opposed Bush's proposed school vouchers[image: External link], which would have allowed parents to use federal funding to pay for private schools. The two cooperated to pass the No Child Left Behind Act, which dropped the idea of school vouchers but included Bush's idea of nationwide testing. Both houses of Congress registered overwhelming approval for the final version of the bill, which Bush into law in January 2002.[21] However, Kennedy would later criticize the implementation of the act, arguing that Bush had promised great federal funding for education.[22]
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 Marriage, abortion, and faith




On his first day in office, Bush moved to block federal aid to foreign groups that offered counseling or any other assistance to women in obtaining abortions.[23] Days later, he announced his commitment to channeling more federal aid to faith-based service organizations, despite the fears of critics that this would dissolve the traditional separation of church and state in the United States[image: External link].[24][25] To further this commitment, Bush created the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives[image: External link] to assist faith-based service organizations. In 2003, Bush signed the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act.

Following a national furor over the recognition of same-sex marriages[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link] and Massachusetts, Bush announced his opposition to same-sex marriages in 2004 when he endorsed the Federal Marriage Amendment to the United States Constitution which would have permanently defined marriage as a union between one man and one woman. Although Bush later said he supported allowing states to perform civil unions[image: External link], critics said that the Federal Marriage Amendment would have also not allowed them.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Euthanasia




Bush was staunchly opposed to euthanasia[image: External link] and supported Attorney General Ashcroft's decision to file suit against the Oregon Death with Dignity Act[image: External link], which was ultimately decided by the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] in favor of the Oregon law.[26] However, as governor of Texas, Bush had signed a law which gave hospitals the authority to remove life support[image: External link] from terminally ill patients against the wishes of spouse or parents, if the doctors deemed it to be medically appropriate.[27] This perceived inconsistency in policy became an issue in 2005, when Bush signed controversial legislation forwarded and voted on by only three members of the United States Senate to initiate federal intervention in the court battle of Terri Schiavo[image: External link], a comatose Florida[image: External link] woman who ultimately died.[28]
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 Stem cell research




Early in his presidency, Bush became personally interested in the issue of stem cell research. The Clinton administration had issued guidelines that would allow the federal funding of research utilizing stem cells, and the Bush administration studied the ethics of the situation. Evangelical religious groups argued that the research was immoral as it destroyed human embryos[image: External link], while various advocacy groups touted the "miracle possibilities" of stem cell research. In August 2001, Bush announced his opposition to stem cell research, and he banned federal funding for research on new stem cell lines.[29]

In July 2006, Bush used his first presidential veto[image: External link] on the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act, which would have expanded federal[image: External link] funding of embryonic stem cell research. A similar bill was passed in the House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate[image: External link] in the early summer of 2007 as part of Speaker Nancy Pelosi's 100-Hour Plan[image: External link]. However, Bush vetoed the second bill as well and Congress was unable to override the veto.[30]
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 Surveillance and homeland security




Shortly after the attacks, Bush announced the creation of the Office of Homeland Security[image: External link] and appointed Tom Ridge, a former governor of Pennsylvania[image: External link], as its director. After Congress passed a law creating the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link], Ridge became the first head of the new department. The department was charged with overseeing immigration, border control, customs, and the newly established Transportation Security Administration[image: External link] (TSA), which focused on airport security[image: External link]. On October 26, 2001, Bush signed the Patriot Act. The act, passed on the request of President Bush, permitted increased sharing of intelligence among the United States Intelligence Community[image: External link] and authorized the government to examine the credit card bills and library records of suspected terrorists. Bush also secretly authorized the National Security Agency to conduct warrantless surveillance of communications into and out of the United States.[31]
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 Environmental policies




See also: Climate change policy of the George W. Bush administration[image: External link]


George W. Bush’s environmental record began with promises as a presidential candidate to clean up power plants and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In a speech on September 29, 2000, Bush pledged to commit two billion dollars to the funding of clean coal[image: External link] technology research. In the same speech, he also promised to work with Congress, environmental groups and the energy industry to require a reduction of the emissions of sulfur dioxide[image: External link], nitrogen oxide[image: External link], mercury[image: External link] and carbon dioxide[image: External link] into the environment within a “reasonable period of time. He would later reverse his position on that specific campaign pledge in March 2001 in a letter to Nebraska[image: External link] Senator Chuck Hagel[image: External link], stating that carbon dioxide was not considered a pollutant under the Clean Air Act, and that restricting carbon dioxide emissions would lead to higher energy prices.[32]

In March 2001, the Bush administration announced that it would not implement the Kyoto Protocol, an international treaty signed in 1997 in Kyoto, Japan[image: External link], that would require nations to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. The administration argued that ratifying the treaty would unduly restrict U.S. growth while failing to limit emissions from developing nations.[33] In February 2002, Bush announced his alternative to the Kyoto Protocol, by bringing forth a plan to reduce the intensity of greenhouse gases by 18 percent over 10 years. The intensity of greenhouse gases specifically is the ratio of greenhouse gas emissions and economic output, meaning that under this plan, emissions would still continue to grow, but at a slower pace. Bush stated that this plan would prevent the release of 500 million metric tons of greenhouse gases, which is about the equivalent of removing 70 million cars from the road. This target would achieve this goal by providing tax credits[image: External link] to businesses that use renewable energy sources.[34]

As president, Bush stated that he believed that global warming is real[35] and a serious problem, but he asserted there existed a "debate over whether it's man-made or naturally caused".[36] The Bush Administration's stance on global warming remained controversial in the scientific and environmental communities. Critics alleged that the administration[37] misinformed the public and did not do enough to reduce carbon emissions and deter global warming.[38]

On January 6, 2009, President Bush designated the world's largest protected marine area. The Pacific Ocean habitat includes the Mariana Trench[image: External link] and the waters and corals surrounding three uninhabited islands in the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], Rose Atoll[image: External link] in American Samoa, and seven islands along the equator.[39]
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 Healthcare




After the passage of the Bush tax cuts and No Child Left Behind, Bush turned his domestic focus to healthcare. Bush sought to expand Medicare so that it would also cover the cost of prescription drugs[image: External link], a program that would become known as Medicare Part D[image: External link]. Many congressional Democrats opposed the bill, arguing that it should have allowed Medicare to negotiate the price of drugs, while many conservative Republicans also exposed the expansion of a government program. Bush and Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert[image: External link] narrowly won approval of the bill in the House, while Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist[image: External link] overcame strong opposition in the Senate.[40] In December 2003, Bush signed the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act, the largest expansion of Medicare since the program's creation in 1965.[41]
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 Attempted Social Security reform




After winning re-election, Bush called for changes in Social Security as part of his vision of an "ownership society." Bush wanted to restructure the program so that citizens could invest some of the money that went to the payroll taxes[image: External link] that fund the program.[42] Bush argued that Social Security faced an imminent funding crisis and that reform was necessary to ensure its continuing solvency.[43] However, Bush's plan earned unified opposition from congressional Democrats and failed to attract the necessary support from Republicans, and legislation on Social Security reform was never brought to a vote.[44]
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 Response to Hurricane Katrina




Hurricane Katrina, one of the largest and most powerful hurricanes ever to strike the United States, ravaging several states bordering the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] in August 2005. On a working vacation at his ranch in Texas, Bush initially allowed state and local authorities to respond to the natural disaster. The hurricane made landfall on August 29, devastating the city of New Orleans[image: External link] after the failure of that city's levees[image: External link]. More than eighteen hundred died as a result of the hurricane, and Bush was widely criticized for his slow response to the disaster. Bush's approval ratings fell below forty percent and never recovered.[45]
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 Proposed immigration reform




Though he concentrated on other domestic policies during his first term, Bush supported immigration reform[image: External link] throughout his presidency. In May 2006, Bush proposed proposed a five-point plan that included increased border security[image: External link], a guest worker program, and a path to citizenship[image: External link] for the twelve million illegal immigrants[image: External link] living in the United States. The Senate passed the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2006[image: External link], which included many of the president's proposals, but the bill did not pass the House of Representatives. After Democrats took control of Congress in the 2006 elections, Bush worked with Ted Kennedy to re-introduce the bill as the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007. The bill received intense criticism from many conservatives, who had become more skeptical of immigration reform, and it failed to pass the Senate.[46]
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 2007–2008 financial crisis




See also: Financial crisis of 2007–2008[image: External link] and Great Recession


After years of financial deregulation that accelerated under the Bush administration, banks began lending subprime mortgages[image: External link] to more and more home buyers, leading to a housing bubble[image: External link]. Many of these banks also invested in credit default swaps[image: External link] and derivatives[image: External link] that were essentially bets on the soundness of these loans. When housing prices began to decline in 2007, the Bush administration began to fear a possible short recession, leading to the passage of the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008. Falling home prices began to threaten the financial viability of many institutions, and Bear Stearns[image: External link], a prominent U.S.-based investment bank, lingered on the brink of failure[image: External link] in March 2008. Recognizing the growing threat of a financial crisis, Bush allowed Treasury Secretary Paulson to arrange for another bank, JPMorgan Chase[image: External link], to tank over most Bear Stearn's assets. Fearing that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac might also fail, the administration put both institutions into conservatorship[image: External link]. Shortly afterwords, the administration learned that Lehman Brothers was on the brink of bankruptcy. The administration's intervention in other financial institutions (often described as " bailouts[image: External link]") had been criticized on the left and the right, and Bush and Paulson were reluctant to intervene on behalf of Lehman Brothers. The firm declared bankruptcy on September 15.[47]

Paulson hoped that the financial industry had shored itself up in the wake of the failure of Bear Stearns and that the failure of Lehman Brothers would not strongly impact the economy, but news of the failure caused stock prices to tumble and froze credit. American International Group (AIG), another major financial institution, teetered on the brink of failure. Fearing a financial collapse, Paulson and the Federal Reserve took control of AIG. In hopes of shoring up the other banks, Bush and Paulson proposed the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008. The act would create the $700 billion Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link] (TARP), in which the federal government would buy toxic assets[image: External link]. The House rejected TARP in a 228-205 vote; though support and opposition crossed party lines, only about one third of the Republican caucus supported the bill. After the Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 778 points on the day of the House vote, the House and Senate both passed TARP. Bush would later extend TARP loans to U.S. automobile companies, which faced their own crisis[image: External link] due to the weak economy. TARP helped end the financial crisis, but it did not prevent the onset of the Great Recession.[48][49]
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 Other legislation




In March 2002, Bush signed into law the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act[image: External link]. In signing the law, Bush stated that he thought the law would improve the financing system for elections but was "far from perfect." [50] In July 2002, following several accounting scandals[image: External link] such as the Enron[image: External link] scandal, Bush signed the Sarbanes–Oxley Act[image: External link] into law. The act expanded reporting requirements for public companies[51]
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 Foreign policy




Main article: Foreign policy of the George W. Bush administration


Upon taking office, Bush had little experience with foreign policy, and his decisions were guided by his advisers. Bush embraced the views of Cheney and other neoconservatives[image: External link]. Neoconservatives advocated for the spreading of democracy, by force if necessary. They also de-emphasized the importance of multilateralism[image: External link], arguing that, as the world's lone superpower[image: External link], the U.S. could act unilaterally if necessary. Though the first several months of his presidency focused on domestic issues, the Bush administration pulled the U.S. out of several existing or proposed multilateral agreements, including the Kyoto Protocol, the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, and the International Criminal Court. Foreign affairs would increasingly come to the fore after the 9/11 attacks[image: External link] and the October 2001 invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link].[52]

In 2002, during his State of the Union Address[image: External link], Bush set forth what has become known as the Bush Doctrine. Although this doctrine was technically used for justifying the invasion of Afghanistan, it was not clearly stated as a matter of policy until this address. Because of the possibility of further massive terrorist attacks orchestrated by organizations that existed in multiple places all over the world, Bush stated that the United States would implement a policy of preemptive military strikes against nations known to be harboring or aiding a terrorist organization hostile to the United States. Bush outlined what he called the "Axis of Evil[image: External link]," consisting of three nations that, he argued, posed the greatest threat to world peace due to their pursuit of weapons of mass destruction and potential to aid terrorists. The axis consisted of Iraq, North Korea[image: External link] and Iran. Iraq would increasingly become the object of the administration's attention, and the 2003 invasion of Iraq and its aftermath became the central foreign policy issue of the Bush presidency.[53]
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 September 11 attacks




Main article: September 11 attacks[image: External link]


On September 11, 2001, al-Qaeda terrorists[image: External link] hijacked[image: External link] four airliners and flew two them into the twin towers of the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], destroying both 110-story skyscrapers. Another plane[image: External link] crashed into Pentagon[image: External link], while the final plane[image: External link] was brought down in Pennsylvania following a struggle between the terrorists and the aircraft's passengers. Appearing on national television on the night of the attacks, Bush promised to punish those who had aided the attacks, stating, "we will make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them." In the following days, Bush urged the public to renounce hate crimes and discrimination against Muslim-Americans[image: External link] and Arab-Americans[image: External link].[55] He also declared a "War on Terror", instituting new domestic and foreign policies in an effort to prevent future terrorist attacks.[56]
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 Afghanistan




See also: War in Afghanistan (2001–2014)


After 9/11, the Bush administration decided upon a decisive military action to punish the government of Afghanistan[image: External link], which harbored the leaders of al-Qaeda. Bush's top foreign policy were in agreement that launching strikes against al-Qaeda bases would not stop future attacks. Bush decided to authorize an invasion of Afghanistan, with the ultimate goal of overthrowing the conservative Taliban government. On September 14, Congress passed a resolution called the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Terrorists, authorizing the president to use the military against those responsible for the attacks. On October 6, 2001 Bush authorized the invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link].[57]

General Tommy Franks[image: External link], the commander of the United States Central Command[image: External link] (CENTCOM), drew up a four-phase invasion plan. In the first phase, the U.S. built up forces in the surrounding area and inserted CIA and special forces operatives who linked up with the Northern Alliance, an Afghan resistance group opposed to the Taliban. The second phase consisted of a major air campaign against Taliban and al-Qaeda targets, while the third phase involved the defeat of the remaining Taliban and al-Qaeda forces. The fourth and final phase consisted of the stabilization of Afghanistan, which Franks projected would take three-to-five years. The war in Afghanistan began on October 7 with several air and missile strikes. On October 19, the Northern Alliance began its offensive, and the capital of Kabul was captured on November 13. Hamid Karzai was inaugurated as the new president of Afghanistan. However, the senior leadership of the Taliban and al-Qaeda, including al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, avoided capture. Karzai would remain in power for the duration of Bush's presidency, providing over a period of economic growth that was aided by U.S. investments. But Afghanistan also suffered from major issues with corruption, and the Taliban regrouped in neighboring Pakistan[image: External link]. As Bush left office, he considered sending additional troops to bolster Afghanistan against the Taliban, but decided to leave the issue for the next administration.[58]
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 Guantanamo Bay and enemy combatants




See also: Guantanamo Bay detention camp


During and after the invasion of Afghanistan, the U.S. captured numerous members of al-Qaeda and the Taliban. Rather than bringing the prisoners before domestic or international courts, Bush decided to set up a new system of military tribunals[image: External link] to try the prisoners. In order to avoid the restrictions of the United States Constitution, Bush held the prisoners in the Guantanamo Bay detention camp; because the camp is on territory that the U.S. technically leases from Cuba[image: External link], individuals within the camp are not accorded the same constitutional protections that they would have on U.S. territory. Bush also decided that these "enemy combatants[image: External link]" were not entitled to all of the protections of the Geneva Conventions as they were not affiliated with states. While the administration established the camp at Guantanamo, it also authorized the creation of secret CIA prisons[image: External link] in various countries. In hopes of obtaining information from the prisoners, Bush allowed the use of "enhanced interrogation techniques" such as waterboarding.[59] The treatment of prisoners at Abu Ghraib, a U.S. prison in Iraq, elicited widespread outrage after photos of prisoner abuse were made public.[60] In 2005, Congress passed the Detainee Treatment Act[image: External link], which purported to ban torture[image: External link], but in his signing statement[image: External link] Bush asserted that his executive power gave him the authority to waive the restrictions put in place by the bill.[61] Bush's policies suffered a major rebuke from the Supreme Court in the 2006 case of Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, in which the court rejected Bush's use of military commissions without congressional approval and held that all detainees were protected by the Geneva Conventions.[62] Following the ruling, Congress passed the Military Commissions Act of 2006, which effectively overturned Hamdan.[63] The Supreme Court overturned a portion of that act in the 2008 case of Boumediene v. Bush[image: External link], but the Guantanamo detention camp remained open at the end of Bush's presidency.[64]
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 Iraq
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 Prelude to the war




See also: Rationale for the Iraq War[image: External link]


During the Presidency of George H. W. Bush, the United States had launched the Gulf War[image: External link] against Iraq after the latter invaded Kuwait[image: External link]. Though the U.S. defeated Iraq and threw it out of Kuwait, it left Saddam Hussein's administration in place, partly to serve as a counterweight to Iran. After the war, the Project for the New American Century[image: External link], consisting of many individuals such as Wolfowitz and Cheney who would serve in both Bush administrations, advocated for the overthrow of Hussein.[66] In the days following the 9/11 attacks, hawks in the Bush administration such as Paul Wolfowitz argued for military action against Iraq, but the issue was set aside in favor of planning the invasion of Afghanistan.[67] Under the Clinton administration, the United States had adopted a policy of regime change against Saddam Hussein's Iraqi government, and some within the administration believed that it shared some responsibility for the 9/11 attacks. Additionally, after 9/11, Bush believed that the U.S. should move towards a doctrine of preemptive actions against potential threats. The administration argued that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction that could potentially threaten the U.S. and U.S. allies, possibly by providing those weapons to terrorists. By the end of 2001, while the war in Afghanistan was ongoing, General Franks had presented plans for an invasion of Iraq.[68]

In 2002, the United States began to build up its forces in the Middle East, and Rumsfeld developed an invasion plan that emphasized speed and mobility as opposed to overwhelming force. The Bush administration sought to build a "coalition of the willing[image: External link]" that would aid in the invasion of Iraq, but many Middle Eastern states were resistant to the idea of toppling Hussein.[69] In October 2002, after the Bush administration argued that Iraq's alleged WMD program and connections to al-Qaeda represented a grave threat to the United States, Congress approved the Iraq Resolution[image: External link], authorizing the use of force against Iraq. While congressional Republicans almost unanimously supported the measure, congressional Democrats were split in roughly equal numbers between support and opposition to the resolution.[70]

Bowing to domestic and foreign pressure, Bush sought to win the approval of the United Nations[image: External link] before launching an attack on Iraq.[71] Led by Powell, the administration won the November 2002 passage of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1441[image: External link], which called on Iraq to dismantle its WMD program.[72] In December 2002, Iraq issued a report stating that it did not have a WMD program, but the U.S. rejected the report as false.[73] As a UN weapons inspections[image: External link] team led by Hans Blix[image: External link] and another team led by Mohamed ElBaradei failed to find evidence of an Iraqi WMD program, Bush's proposed regime change in Iraq faced mounting international opposition. Germany, China, France, and Russia all expressed skepticism about the need for regime change, and the latter three countries each possessed veto power[image: External link] on the United Nations Security Council[image: External link].[74] At the behest of British Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link], who supported Bush but hoped for more international cooperation, Bush dispatched Powell to the UN to make the case to the Security Council that Iraq was had an active WMD program.[75] Though Powell's presentation preceded a shift in U.S. public opinion towards support of the war, it failed to convince the French, Russians, or Germans.[75] Contrary to the findings of Blix and ElBaradei, Bush asserted in a March 17 public address that there was "no doubt" that the Iraqi regime possessed weapons of mass destruction. Two days later, Bush authorized Operation Iraqi Freedom, and the Iraq War began on March 20, 2003.[76]
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 Course of the war




Main article: Iraq War


Allied forces, led by General Franks, launched a simultaneous air and land attack on Iraq on March 20, 2003, in what the American media called "shock and awe[image: External link]." With 145,000 soldiers, the ground force quickly overcome most Iraqi resistance, and thousands of Iraqi soldiers deserted. On April 7, the U.S. captured[image: External link] the Iraqi capital of Baghdad. However, Hussein escaped and went into hiding. While the U.S. and its allies had quickly achieved military success, the invasion was strongly criticized by many countries[image: External link], and UN Secretary General Kofi Annan[image: External link] argued that the invasion was a violation of international law[image: External link] and the UN Charter.[77]

On May 1, 2003, Bush delivered the "Mission Accomplished speech," in which Bush declared the end of "major combat operations" in Iraq. Despite the failure to find evidence of an ongoing WMD program[image: External link] or an operational relationship between Hussein and al-Qaeda[image: External link], Bush declared that the toppling of Hussein "removed an ally of al-Qaeda" and ended the threat that Iraq would supply weapons of mass destruction a terrorist organization. Believing that only a minimal residual American force would be required after the success of the invasion, Bush and Franks planned for a drawdown to 30,000 U.S. troops in Iraq by August 2003. But after the fall of Baghdad, Iraqis began looting their own capital, marking the start of American problems in keeping the peace within Iraq[image: External link].[78]

Jay Garner[image: External link], a retired army lieutenant general, was appointed to lead the Office for Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance (ORHA). Garner was charged with ensuring that the Iraqis established a stable government, which would allow for the quick withdrawal of U.S. soldiers. After the invasion, Bush decided that he wanted to ensure that Iraq would be led by a democratic government, and he appointed Paul Bremer[image: External link] to lead the Coalition Provisional Authority[image: External link], which superseded ORHA. In his first major order, Bremer announced a policy of de-Ba'athification[image: External link], which denied government and military jobs to members of Hussein's Ba'ath Party[image: External link]. This policy angered many of Iraq's Sunnis[image: External link], many of whom had joined the Ba'ath Party merely as a career move. Bremer's second major order[image: External link] disbanded the Iraqi military and police services, leaving over 600,000 Iraqi soldiers and government employees without jobs. Bremer also insisted that the CPA remain in control of Iraq until the country held elections, reversing Garner's plan to set up a transition government made up of Iraqis. These decisions contributed to the beginning of the Iraqi insurgency[image: External link] opposed to the continuing U.S. presence. Fearing the further deterioration of Iraq's security situation, General John Abizaid[image: External link] ordered the end of the planned drawdown of soldiers, leaving over 130,000 U.S. soldiers in Iraq. The U.S. captured Hussein in December 2003, but faced mounting casualties. 580 U.S. soldiers had died since the invasion of Iraq, with two thirds of those casualties occurring after Bush's "Mission Accomplished" speech.[79]
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 Continuing occupation




After 2003, more and more Iraqis began to see the U.S. as an occupying force. The fierce fighting of the First Battle of Fallujah[image: External link] alienated many in Iraq, while cleric Muqtada al-Sadr[image: External link] encouraged many Shia[image: External link] Muslims to oppose the CPA.[80] Sunni and Shia insurgents engaged in a campaign of guerilla warfare[image: External link] against the United States, blunting the technological and organizational advantages of the U.S. military.[81] While fighting in Iraq continued, domestic opposition to the war also strengthened, and many anti-war activists held protests against the Iraq War[image: External link]. In increasingly greater numbers, congressional Democrats such as Jack Murtha[image: External link] began attacking the war as well.[82] Bremer left Iraq in June 2004, transferring power to the Iraqi Interim Government[image: External link], which was led by Ayad Allawi[image: External link].[81] In January 2005, the Iraqi people voted on[image: External link] representatives for the Iraqi National Assembly[image: External link], and the Shia United Iraqi Alliance[image: External link] formed a governing coalition led by Ibrahim al-Jaafari[image: External link]. In October 2005, the Iraqis ratified a new constitution[image: External link] that created a decentralized governmental structure dividing Iraq into communities of Sunni Arabs, Shia Arabs, and Kurds[image: External link]. After another election[image: External link], Jafari was succeeded as prime minister by another Shia, Nouri al-Maliki. The elections failed to quell the insurgency, and hundreds of U.S. soldiers stationed in Iraq died during 2005 and 2006. Sectarian violence between Sunnis and Shias also intensified following the 2006 al-Askari mosque bombing[image: External link].[83] In a December 2006 report, the bipartisan Iraq Study Group described the situation in Iraq as "grave and deteriorating," and the report called for the U.S. to gradually withdraw soldiers from Iraq.[84]

As the violence mounted in 2006, Rumsfeld and military leaders such as Abizaid and George Casey[image: External link], the commander of the coalition forces in Iraq, called for a drawdown of forces in Iraq, but many within in the administration argued that the U.S. should maintain its troop levels.[85] Still intent on implementing a democratic Iraq, the Bush administration rejected a drawdown and began planning for a change in strategy and leadership following the 2006 elections.[86] After the elections, Bush replaced Rumsfeld with Gates, while David Petraeus[image: External link] replaced Casey and William J. Fallon[image: External link] replaced Abizaid.[87] Bush and his National Security Council formed a plan to "double down" in Iraq, increasing the number of U.S. soldiers in hopes of establishing a stable democracy.[88] After Maliki publicly announced his support for an increase of U.S. soldiers, Bush announced in January 2007 that the U.S. would send an additional 20,000 soldiers to Iraq as part of a "surge" of forces.[89] Though McCain and a few other hawks supported Bush's new strategy, many other members of Congress from both parties expressed doubt or outright opposition to it.[90] In April 2007, Congress, now controlled by Democrats, passed a bill that called for a total withdrawal of all U.S. troops by April 2008, but Bush vetoed the bill.[91] Without the votes to override the veto, Congress passed a bill that continued to fund the war but also included the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007[image: External link], which increased the federal minimum wage[image: External link].[92] U.S. and Iraqi casualties continuously declined after May 2007, and Bush declared that the surge had been a success in September 2007.[93] he subsequently ordered a drawdown of troops, and the number of U.S. soldiers in Iraq declined from 168,000 in September 2007 to 145,000 when Bush left office.[93] The decline in casualties following the surge coincided with several other favorable trends, including the Anbar Awakening[image: External link] and Muqtada al-Sadr's decision to order his followers to cooperate with the Iraqi government.[94] In 2008, at the insistence of Maliki, Bush signed the U.S.–Iraq Status of Forces Agreement, which promised complete withdrawal of U.S. troops by the end of 2011.[95]
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 Israel and Palestine




See also: Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link]


The Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link], ongoing since the middle of the 20th century, continued under Bush. After President Clinton's 2000 Camp David Summit[image: External link] had ended without an agreement, the Second Intifada[image: External link] had begun in September 2000.[96] While previous administrations had tried to act as a neutral authority between the Israelis and Palestinians, the Bush administration placed the blame for the violence on the Palestinians, angering Arab[image: External link] states such as Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[96][97] However, Bush's support for a two-state solution[image: External link] helped smooth over a potential diplomatic split with the Saudis.[98] In hopes of establishing peace between the Israelis and Palestinians, the Bush administration proposed the road map for peace[image: External link], but his plan was not implemented and tensions were heightened following the victory of Hamas[image: External link] in the 2006 Palestinian elections[image: External link].[99]
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 Free trade agreements




See also: United States free-trade agreements[image: External link]


Believing that protectionism hampered economic growth, Bush concluded free trade agreements with numerous countries. When Bush took office, the United States had free trade agreements with just three countries: Israel, Canada, and Mexico. In 2003, Bush signed the Chile–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] and the Singapore–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] in 2003, and he concluded the Morocco-United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] and the Australia–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] the following year. He also concluded the Bahrain–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link], the Oman–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link], the Peru–United States Trade Promotion Agreement[image: External link], and the Dominican Republic–Central America Free Trade Agreement[image: External link]. Additionally, Bush reached free trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia, and Panama, but agreements with these countries were not ratified until 2011.[100]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Russia




See also: Russia-United States relations[image: External link]


Bush emphasized creating a personal relationship with Russian[image: External link] President Vladimir Putin in order to ensure harmonious relations between the U.S. and Russia. After meeting with Putin in June 2001, both presidents expressed optimism regarding cooperation between the two former Cold War[image: External link] rivals.[101] After the 9/11 attacks, Putin allowed the U.S. to use Russian airspace, and Putin encouraged Central Asian[image: External link] states to grant basing rights to the U.S.[102] In May 2002, the U.S. and Russia signed the Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty, which sought to dramatically reduce the nuclear stockpiles of both countries.[103]
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 Iran




See also: Iranian nuclear crisis[image: External link]


In April 2006, Iran announced that it had enriched uranium. On August 26, five days before the Security Council's August 31 deadline for Iran to abandon its nuclear program or risk facing economic and political sanctions, Iran inaugurated a heavy-water nuclear reactor. On August 31, the UN declared that Iran had not complied with the deadline, while Iran reiterated its interest in reopening talks. On December 23, the Security Council unanimously passed Resolution 1737[image: External link] imposing sanctions on Iran for its nuclear program. In response, Iran said hours later that it would install 3,000 centrifuges in a uranium enrichment plant, allegedly for civilian purposes.
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 North Korea













See also: North Korea–United States relations[image: External link]


North Korea[image: External link] had developed weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] for several years prior to the Bush administration, and the Clinton administration had sought to trade economic assistance for an end to the North Korean WMD program. Though Secretary of State Powell urged the continuation of the rapprochement, other administration officials, including Vice President Cheney, were more skeptical of the good faith of the North Koreans. Bush instead sought to isolate North Korea in the hope that the regime would eventually collapse.[104]

North Korea launched missile tests[image: External link] on July 5, 2005, leading to United Nations Security Council Resolution 1695[image: External link]. The country said on October 3, "The U.S. extreme threat of a nuclear war[image: External link] and sanctions[image: External link] and pressure compel the DPRK[image: External link] to conduct a nuclear test[image: External link]", which the Bush administration denied and denounced.[105] Days later, North Korea followed through on its promise to test nuclear weapons.[106] On October 14, the Security Council unanimously passed United Nations Security Council Resolution 1718[image: External link], sanctioning North Korea for the test.[107] In the waning days of his presidency, Bush attempted to re-open negotiations with North Korea, but North Korea continued to develop its nuclear programs.[108]
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 AIDS relief




Shortly after taking office, Bush pledged $200 million to The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria[image: External link].[109] Finding this effort insufficient, Bush assembled a team of experts to find the best way for the U.S. reduce the worldwide damage caused by the AIDS epidemic.[109] The experts, led by Anthony S. Fauci[image: External link], recommended that the U.S. focus on providing antiretroviral drugs to developing nations in Africa and the Caribbean.[109] In his State of the Union message in January 2003, President Bush outlined a five-year strategy for global emergency AIDS relief, the President's Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief[image: External link]. With the approval of Congress, Bush committed $15 billion to this effort, which represented a huge increase compared to funding under previous administrations. Near the end of his presidency, Bush signed a re-authorization of the program that doubled its funding. By 2012, the PEPFAR program provided antiretroviral drugs for over 4.5 million people.[110]
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 Controversies




See also: Political scandals during the George W. Bush Administration[image: External link]
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 CIA leak scandal




In July 2005, Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney's chief political advisors, Karl Rove and Lewis "Scooter" Libby[image: External link] respectively, came under fire for revealing the identity of covert Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) agent[image: External link] Valerie Plame[image: External link] to reporters in the CIA leak scandal. Libby resigned on October 28, hours after his indictment[image: External link] by a grand jury[image: External link] on multiple counts of perjury[image: External link], false statements, and obstruction[image: External link] in this case. In March 2007, Libby was convicted on four counts, and Cheney pressed Bush to pardon Libby. Rather than pardoning Libby or allowing him to go to jail, Bush commuted Libby's sentence, creating a split with Cheney, who accused Bush of leaving "a soldier on the battlefield."[111]
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 Dismissal of United States attorneys




Main article: Dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy


In December 2006, Bush dismissed eight United States Attorneys. Though these attorneys serve at the pleasure of the president, the large-scale mid-term dismissal was without precedent, and Bush faced accusations that he had dismissed the attorneys for purely political reasons. During the 2006 elections, several Republican officials complained that the U.S. attorneys had not sufficiently investigated voter fraud[image: External link]. With the encouragement of Harriet Miers and Karl Rove, Attorney General Gonzales dismissed eight U.S. attorneys who were considered insufficiently supportive of the administration's policies. Though Gonzales argued that the attorneys had been fired for performance reasons, publicly released documents showed that the attorneys were dismissed for political reasons. After Gonzales testified before the Senate in April 2007, several Senators from both parties asked Gonzales to resign. As a result of the dismissals and the subsequent congressional investigations, Rove and Gonzales both resigned. A 2008 report found from the Justice Department inspector general found that the dismissals had been politically motivated, but a special counsel found that no crimes had been committed and no one was ever prosecuted in connection to the dismissals.[112]
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 Approval ratings




Bush's approval ratings[image: External link] ran the gamut from high to all-time record low. Bush began his presidency with ratings near 50%.[113] In the time of national crisis following the September 11 attacks[image: External link], polls showed approval ratings of greater than 85%, peaking in one October 2001 poll at 92%,[113] and a steady 80–90% approval for about four months after the attacks.[114] Afterward, his ratings steadily declined as the economy suffered and the Iraq War initiated by his administration continued. By early 2006, his average rating was averaging below 40%, and in July 2008, a poll indicated a near all-time low of 22%. Upon leaving office the final poll recorded his approval rating as 19%, a record low for any U.S. President.[113][115][116]
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 Elections during the Bush presidency
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 2002 mid-term elections






	Republican seats in Congress[image: External link]



	Congress
	Senate
	House



	107th[image: External link]
	50[118]

	221



	108th[image: External link]
	51
	229



	109th[image: External link]
	55
	232



	110th[image: External link]
	49
	202




In the 2002 mid-term elections, Bush became the first president since the 1930s to see his own party pick up seats in both houses of Congress. Republicans picked up two seats in the Senate elections[image: External link], allowing them to re-take control of the chamber.[119] Bush delivered speeches in several venues in support of his party, campaigning on his desire to remove the administration of Saddam Hussein. Bush saw the election results as a vindication of his domestic and foreign policies.[120]
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 2004 election




Main article: United States presidential election, 2004[image: External link]


Bush and his campaign team seized on the idea of Bush as a "strong wartime leader," though this was undermined by the increasingly-unpopular Iraq War.[41] His conservative policies on tax cuts and several other issues appealed to many on the right, but Bush could also lay claim to some centrist achievements, including No Child Left Behind, Sarbanes-Oxley, and Medicare Part D.[121] Fearing that he might hurt Bush's re-election chances, Cheney offered to step down from the ticket, but Bush refused this offer, and the two were re-nominated without opposition at the 2004 Republican National Convention.[122] On the advice of pollster Matthew Dowd[image: External link], who perceived a steady decline in the number of swing voters[image: External link], the 2004 Bush campaign emphasized turning out conservative voters rather than the persuasion of moderates.[123]

In the 2004 Democratic primaries[image: External link], Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts defeated several other candidates, effectively clinching the nomination on March 2. A Vietnam War[image: External link] veteran, Kerry had voted to authorize the Iraq War but had come to oppose it.[124] The Bush campaign sought to define Kerry as a "flip-flopper" due to his vote on a bill funding the Afghanistan and Iraq wars.[125] Kerry sought to convince Republican Senator John McCain to become his running mate[image: External link], but chose Senator John Edwards[image: External link] of North Carolina for the position after McCain rejected the offer.[126] The election saw a major jump in turnout; while 105 million people had voted in 2000, 123 million people voted in 2004. Bush won 50.7% percent of the popular vote, making him the first individual to win a majority of the popular vote since United States presidential election, 1988[image: External link], while Kerry took 48.3% of the popular vote. Bush won 286 electoral votes, winning Iowa, New Mexico, and every state he won in 2000 except for New Hampshire.[127]
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 2006 mid-term elections




Main article: United States elections, 2006[image: External link]


Damaged by the unpopularity of the Iraq War and President Bush, the Republicans lost control of both houses of Congress in the 2006 elections. Republicans were also damaged by various scandals, including the Jack Abramoff Indian lobbying scandal[image: External link] and the Mark Foley scandal[image: External link]. The elections confirmed Bush's declining popularity, as many of the candidates he had personally campaigned for were defeated. After the elections, Bush announced the resignation of Rumsfeld, and promised to work with the new Democratic majority.[128]
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 2008 election and transition




Main article: United States elections, 2008[image: External link]


Under the terms of the twenty-fifth amendment[image: External link], Bush was ineligible to seek a third term in 2008. John McCain won the 2008 Republican primaries[image: External link], while Democratic Senator Barack Obama of Illinois defeated Hillary Clinton[image: External link] to win the Democratic presidential nomination. McCain sought to distance himself from the unpopular policies of Bush, and Bush appeared only by satellite at the 2008 Republican National Convention, making him the first sitting president since Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] to not appear at his own party's convention.[129] Though McCain briefly took the lead in polls of the race taken after the convention, Obama quickly re-took the lead, and he retained for the remainder of the campaign.[130] Obama won 365 electoral votes and 52.9% of the popular vote. The election gave Democrats unified control of the legislative and executive branches for the first time since the 1994 elections[image: External link]. After the election, Bush congratulated Obama and invited him to the White House. With the help of the Bush administration, the presidential transition of Barack Obama[image: External link] was widely regarded as successful, particularly for a transition between presidents of different parties.[131] During his inauguration on January 20, 2009, Obama thanked Bush for his service as president and his support of Obama's transition.[132]
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 Evaluation




See also: Historical rankings of Presidents of the United States


Polls of historians and political scientists taken after 2009 have generally ranked Bush as a below-average president. A 2009 C-SPAN survey of historians ranked Bush in 36th place among the 42 former presidents.[133] In a 2015 survey of the American Political Science Association[image: External link], Bush placed 35th out of the 43 people who had served as president.[134]
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 See also





	George W. Bush Presidential Center

	Efforts to impeach George W. Bush

	List of people pardoned by George W. Bush

	Protests against George W. Bush[image: External link]

	Public image of George W. Bush
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Timeline of the presidency of George W. Bush









	Preceded by

Clinton presidency timeline[image: External link]

	Bush presidency timeline
	Succeeded by

Obama presidency timeline[image: External link]







The presidency of George W. Bush began on January 20, 2001 when George W. Bush was inaugurated[image: External link] as President of the United States, and ended on January 20, 2009. A Republican[image: External link], he took office following a razor–thin win in the 2000 presidential election[image: External link] over Democratic[image: External link] nominee Al Gore, the then– incumbent[image: External link] Vice President. This was the closest presidential election in the nation's history, with a .009% margin, 537 votes, separating the two candidates in the decisive state, Florida. The narrow margin there triggered a mandatory recount. Litigation in select counties started additional recounts, and this litigation ultimately reached the United States Supreme Court. The Court's contentious 5–4 decision in Bush v. Gore, announced on December 12, 2000, ended the recounts, effectively awarding Florida's 25 electoral votes[image: External link] to Bush, giving him a total of 271 votes, enough to defeat Gore. While Gore lost the electoral vote and the election, he did win the nationwide popular vote[image: External link] by 543,895 votes. As a result, the 2000 election became the fourth presidential election in which the eventual winner lost the popular vote[image: External link] (after the elections of 1824[image: External link], 1876[image: External link], and 1888[image: External link]).

George W. Bush is the oldest son of former president George H. W. Bush, and when he became the 43rd[image: External link] United States[image: External link] president, it was only the second time in American history that a president’s son went on to the White House (after the election of John Quincy Adams, the son of John Adams, in 1824).[1] Bush was re-elected in 2004[image: External link], defeating his Democratic opponent John Kerry by a slim margin.[2]
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 January





	
January 20 – George W. Bush is inaugurated as 43rd President of the United States.

	
January 22 - Bush hosts the swearing in ceremony for new White House staff, saying in his remarks that they are all there for the same reason which he defines as "making progress" and notes the prayer of John Adams as being inscribed in a mantle piece in the White House.[3]
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 February





	
February 1 - Bush announces a 1.025 billion increase over the next five years toward assisting the disabled in gaining independence while speaking to a disabled audience and supporters of the disabled.[4]


	
February 4 – Bush has a meeting with Democrats after arriving at their retreat, later telling reporters, "These are professionals who want to serve their nation."[5]


	
February 5 – Bush appears with four families he describes as potential beneficiaries for his new tax rate system at the White House.[6]


	
February 6 – Bush makes several public appearances in support of a tax relief within Washington and northern Virginia[image: External link].[7] He acknowledges former President Ronald Reagan's birthday with a public statement praising him.[8]


	
February 7 – A man identified as Robert Picket fired gunshots at the White House in an attempt to assassinate President Bush. Bush, who was in the White House at the time, was unharmed.[9]


	
February 8 – Bush releases the blueprint for a tax relief package of $1.6 trillion and with a lifespan of a decade to Congress.[10]


	
February 13 – Bush telephones Prime Minister of Japan[image: External link] Yoshiro Mori[image: External link] to apologize for the unintended sinking of a U.S. nuclear submarine of a Japanese fishing ship with high school students aboard after a four-day search.[11]


	
February 15 – The White House announces President of South Korea[image: External link] Kim Dae-jung[image: External link] will meet with President Bush following traveling to the US on the upcoming March 7.[12]





	
February 20 – After the charging of Robert Philip Hanssen[image: External link] with passing classified documents to Russia[image: External link], Bush reads a statement to reporters traveling with him on Air Force One, referencing the event with the line that it was "a difficult day for those who love our country."[13]


	
February 21 – Bush reports the budget for the following year will include federal support of another $1.6 billion for both primary and secondary education programs.[14]


	
February 22 - During a press conference, President Bush states his intent to return money to the taxpayers after completion of funding priorities and paying a portion of the national debt and declines answering questions pertaining to the Bill Clinton presidency since he wants to move forward.[15]


	
February 24 - Bush promises funding for the most essential national priorities that still restrain spending during his weekly radio address.[16]


	
February 26 - President Bush speaks at the National Governors' Association Meeting, predicting history will record him as being "a faithful friend" to the United States governors at the time, reflecting on when he was a governor himself, announcing a new federalism imitative, and indicating interest in having a close relationship with them.[17]


	
February 27 - Bush delivers a speech to Congress.[18]


	
February 28 – Vice President Cheney says the president's budget plan leaves room for more in the budget post the tax cut, dismissing claims of otherwise as "wrong, factually untrue" while speaking to manufacturing executives.[19]
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 March





	
March 6 – Bush states his intent to nominate John D. Negroponte[image: External link] for US Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link].[20]


	
March 7 – Bush meets with President of South Korea[image: External link] Kim Dae-jung[image: External link] where the president asserts he views North Korea[image: External link] as a threat.[21]


	
March 8 – The House of Representatives[image: External link] pass the cornerstone of the president's tax-relief plan, Bush calling it a "victory" for American families, people and entrepreneurs.[22]


	
March 9 – Bush says he'll speak with politicians on Capitol Hill about their working for Americans during an appearance in Sioux Falls, South Dakota[image: External link].[23]


	
March 12 - Bush speaks at the Youth Activities Center while in Panama City, Florida[image: External link], saying his administration wants to make sure service members are housed properly during their service and claims to have enough money to accomplish this goal.[24] Bush also announces his plans for the nomination of Paula J. Dobriansky[image: External link] as Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs and Dale Cabaniss for Chairman of the Federal Labor Relations Authority.[25]


	
March 13 – Bush signs a bill designating a newly built courthouse as the "John Joseph Moakley[image: External link] Federal Courthouse" in honor of the retiring congressman.[26] Bush meets with Congress, reversing a campaign pledge to impose mandatory emission reductions on carbon dioxide on US power plants.[27]


	
March 15 – Bush sends a letter to Capital Hill outlining his views on campaign reform in hopes of reaching an agreement.[28]


	
March 16 – Pentagon officials state the Bush administration allowed for the day's deadline of beginning construction on the Shemya Island[image: External link] on Alaska[image: External link].[29]


	
March 20 – Bush meets with Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link] Ariel Sharon, their first meeting since both took office.[30]


	
March 23 – Bush comes out in support of Macedonia[image: External link].[31]


	
March 27 – Bush publicly expresses disagreements with the immediate tax rebate by Democrats, citing the American economy needing more than a one-time tax cut.[32]


	
March 29 – Bush gets support for his budget from the entirety of Senate Republicans with three more pledging during the day.[33]
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April 3 – Outside the White House, Bush stresses his administration has tried to prevent the US spy plane-Chinese jet collision from being "an international incident."[34]


	
April 4 – Secretary of State Powell shows remorse for the death of a Chinese pilot after a collision with a US spy plane.[35]


	
April 6 – Bush reports the China-detained US service members as being "just fine" during a Virginia[image: External link] meeting with business leaders.[36] Bush receives a letter from the wife of the Chinese pilot who criticizes him for not apologizing for the collision.[37]


	
April 8 – Bush sends a somber letter to the wife of the Chinese pilot.[38]


	
April 9 – Bush's proposed budget is released to Congress.[39]


	
April 11 – Secretary of State Powell admits the standoff has harmed relations between the US and China but feels nothing is unrecoverable.[40]


	
April 12 – Bush announces a hardened stance by American representatives while talking with Chinese officials in regards to the US and Chinese aircraft collision.[41]


	
April 13 – Secretary of State Powell calls off a trip to Kosovo[image: External link], citing bad weather.[42]


	
April 16 – Bush gives a speech to the United States Chamber of Commerce[image: External link], calling it "tax day."[43]
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May 1 – Bush indicates interest in a new national defense policy while delivering an address to the National Defense University[image: External link].[44]


	
May 2 – Bush praises Congressional and White House negotiators agreeing to an increase of 5% in discretionary spending. Bush meets with leaders of congress and senate Democrats.[45]


	
May 7 – Bush administration officials announce that John P. Walters will be appointed U.S. drug czar at some point during the week.[46]


	
May 9 – Bush praises the US House of Representatives[image: External link] for passing a federal budget resolution for the fiscal year of 2002 despite it being championed by Republicans.[47]


	
May 10 – Bush announces Walters as his pick for U.S. drug czar during a White House ceremony.[48]


	
May 11 – During a news conference, Bush says he agrees with Attorney General Ashcroft's delaying of the execution of Oklahoma City bombing[image: External link] perpetrator Timothy McVeigh[image: External link] for another month.[49]


	
May 17 – Bush releases a long term energy strategy.[50]


	
May 18 – Bush signs two executive orders, the first hastening energy projects becoming available online, and the second keeping regulators focused on the impact of energy in decision making while in Conestoga, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[51]


	
May 19 – In his weekly radio address, Bush says energy and environment protection can be done simultaneously.[52]


	
May 20 – At Notre Dame University[image: External link], Bush delivers a commencement address.[53]
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June 1 – Bush releases a statement condemning the day's Dolphinarium discotheque massacre[image: External link] in Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link], calling it a "heinous terrorist attack".[54]


	
June 2 – In his weekly radio address, Bush says Congress will be sending him a bill that over the next 11 years will reduce federal income tax by $1.35 trillion.[55]


	
June 4 – During an appearance at the Everglades National Park[image: External link], Bush nominates Fran Mainella[image: External link] to lead the National Park Service[image: External link].[56]


	
June 5 – Bush requests an investigation by the US International Trade Commission on whether steel import restrictions are needed.[57]


	
June 7 – Bush signs a legislative tax cut of $1.35 trillion over the following decade.[58]


	
June 8 – Bush appears on an Iowa[image: External link] farm, where he insists tax relief is impending.[59]





	
June 14 – Bush reports the US will cease Vieques[image: External link] bombing exercises due to residents not wanting "us there."[60]


	
June 15 – Bush requests Europe cast aside its political divisions and become "truly united, truly democratic and truly diverse" during a speech in Poland[image: External link].[61]


	
June 28 – Bush announces conservation efforts that include a $87.5 million federal grant while appearing at the Department of Energy.[62]


	
June 30 – Bush meets with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi[image: External link] at Camp David[image: External link].[63]
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July 3 – Bush announces he will soon decide his decision on whether to allow federal funding for embryonic stem cell research.[64]


	
July 5 – President Bush nominates Robert Mueller[image: External link] for FBI Director[image: External link] in a ceremony.[65] Bush calls President of China[image: External link] Jiang Zemin[image: External link] over US academic detentions.[66]


	
July 10 - Bush requests a relaxed system of immigration at Ellis Island[image: External link].[67]


	
July 12 - Bush requests Congress deliver a Medicare expansion and unveils a plan directed toward prescription drugs for seniors being reduced in price.[68]


	
July 15 - Bush is reported by a White House spokesman as being satisfied with the recent missile test's success.[69]


	
July 20 - The Senate confirms Roger Gregory[image: External link], Richard F. Cebull[image: External link], and Sam Haddon[image: External link], Bush's first three judicial nominees.[70]


	
July 22 - Bush says he and Russian President Vladimir Putin have agreed to linking US intentions for the construction of a missile defense shield to plans on reducing nuclear stockpiles.[71]


	
July 24 - President Bush gives a speech to American troops in Kosovo[image: External link] at Camp Bondsteel.[72]


	
July 26 - President Bush notes the 11th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990[image: External link], saying in part, "I am proud that my father saw the need for a comprehensive law to liberate the energies and talents of people with disabilities, and who worked with the Congress to make the ADA a reality."[73]


	
July 27 - President Bush delivers a speech on the economy and taxes in the Presidential Hall at the Eisenhower Office Building.[74]


	
July 31 - A Bush administration backed comprehensive ban on cloning is passed in the morning hours by the House of Representatives in a 249-178 vote.[75] Bush signs an executive order making federal agencies purchase energy efficient applies a requirement, saying beforehand that he hopes to eliminate "energy vampires" such as battery and cell phone chargers.[76] Bush is formally given the National Commission on Federal Election Reform's report during a Rose Garden ceremony.[77]
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August 3 - During a speech on the Rose Garden, Bush identifies the successes of his administration as the first tax cut "in a generation", education legislation movement, homelessness aid, and a bill of rights for patients, detailing the agenda for his administration for the upcoming fall as disadvantage individual assistance, controlled spending, and the protection of "Medicare, Social Security and our armed forces … and the American taxpayers."[78]


	
August 7 – Bush denies that he has a decision on allowing federal funding of medical research on stem cells, but says he will soon, when talking to reporters.[79]


	
August 9 – Bush signs an executive order allowing limited stem cell research. The order lifts the ban on federal funding for existing stem cell cultures but prohibits funds from going towards creating new stem cell cultures which results in the destruction of embryos.[80]


	
August 13 – Bush confirms he'll veto whatever legislation Congress sends him that distances itself from his described plan from the previous week.[81]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 September





	
September 3 - In the afternoon, Bush meets with Teamsters[image: External link] in Detroit, Michigan[image: External link].[82]


	
September 4 - Bush doubts the likelihood of an illegal immigration policy agreement during a planned meeting with President of Mexico[image: External link] Vicente Fox the following day.[83]


	
September 5 - Bush meets with President of Mexico[image: External link] Vicente Fox at the White House.[84]


	
September 7 - Bush meets with congressional leaders for talk on the previous month's unemployment numbers.[85]


	
September 10 – President Bush visits Justina Road Elementary School, an elementary school in Florida[image: External link] as part of a campaign pressuring Congress to agree with his education plan, his brother Governor of Florida[image: External link] Jeb Bush also in attendance.[86]


	
September 11 – The September 11 attacks[image: External link] occur. That night, Bush gives a televised address on the attack from the Oval Office. He then attends a White House security meeting.[87]


	
September 13 – Bush has a telephone call with Mayor of New York[image: External link] Rudy Giuliani and Governor of New York[image: External link] George Pataki[image: External link].[88]


	
September 14 – Bush travels down Manhattan[image: External link] and gets a first hand view of the damage done by the September 11 attacks.[89]


	
September 15 – In an attempt to create an international collation against terrorism, Bush phones President of Mexico[image: External link] Vicente Fox, President of Spain[image: External link] Jose Maria Aznar[image: External link], and President of Pakistan[image: External link] Pervez Musharraf.[90]


	
September 16 – Speaking from the White House, Bush predicts the US will rebound from the September 11 attacks.[91]


	
September 17 – Bush identifies Osama Bin Laden[image: External link] as the "prime suspect" and says the United States wants him captured while speaking to reporters at the Pentagon[image: External link].[92]


	
September 18 – In the first formal head of state visit since the September 11 attacks, President of France[image: External link] Jacques Chirac[image: External link] meets with President Bush, promising France would support the US in battling terrorism.[93]


	
September 19 – Bush has a phone conversation with President of South Korea[image: External link] Kim Dae Jung[image: External link], the latter issuing sympathy in light of the attacks eight days ago and showing willingness to commit to Bush's coalition of combatting global terrorism.[94]


	
September 20 – President Bush delivers an address to a joint session of Congress mentioning the September 11 attacks that had occurred nine days prior.[95] Bush warns the Taliban that will receive quick punishment from the US barring they act to turn over bin Laden and his fellow al Qaeda leaders.[96]


	
September 22 – President Bush signs an emergency aid package into law intended to help the US airline industry, providing it with "$5 billion in direct federal aid and $10 billion in loan guarantees" in the aftermath of layoffs in the tens of thousands since the September 11 attacks.[97]


	
September 24 – Bush announces he has frozen the U.S. assets of 27 entities with links to terrorism via the signing of an executive order.[98]


	
September 25 - Bush pitches an anti-terrorism law package, calling it a fair and legal response to the September 11 attacks.[99]


	
September 27 - Bush requests that Governors across the US use the National Guard to boost security in their state airports until more cohesive steps can be proceeded with.[100]


	
September 28 - Bush reports the US is in "hot pursuit" of the September 11 perpetrators.[101]
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October 2 - Bush meets with lawmakers to discuss a stimulating of the economy,[102] the White House and Congress agreeing to an 18.4 million boost in military spending and 4 billion increase in funding for education than originally requested by the White House.[103]


	
October 3 - A proposal compromising making airport screeners federal employees is offered by the Bush administration. Secretary of Transportation[image: External link] Norman Mineta meets with both Democratic and Republican senators.[104]


	
October 4 - President Bush announces an emergency unemployment package while appearing at the Labor Department.[105]


	
October 7 – The United States goes to war with Afghanistan In response to the September 11 attacks.

	
October 9 - Bush sends Congress a formal notification on his choice to deploy troops and forces to Afghanistan for combat operations.[106]


	
October 12 - Bush admits terrorist attacks can occur to the US, but that the country will not be taken down by them.[107]


	
October 13 - Bush says the US and Britain's airstrikes in Afghanistan accomplished "goals of the first phase of the campaign" during his radio address.[108]


	
October 14 - The Department of Health and Human Services says Bush will give a recommendation to Congress for them to allocate 1.5 billion to help the department.[109]


	
October 15 - Bush warns Americans to lookout for suspicious packages amid anthrax concerns.[110]


	
October 17 - Bush embarks on his first post-September 11 attacks for an international economic forum in traveling to China[image: External link].[111]


	
October 23 - Bush asserts that he will be fine in returning to the White House after anthrax is found at a White House mail screening offsite mail facility.[112]


	
October 25 - Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] announces the US is ceasing tests on a ballistic missile defense system while the administration and Russia undergo further conversing in relation to the 29-year missile pact.[113]


	
October 26 – President Bush signs the U.S. Patriot Act.
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November 1 – Bush releases proposals to improve the 1972 Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention[image: External link] accord.[114]


	
November 3 – Bush calls the recent anthrax attacks a "biological attack" and assures Americans the perpetrators will be found during his weekly radio address.[115]


	
November 9 – Bush meets with Prime Minister of India[image: External link] Atal Bihari Vajpayee[image: External link] at the White House, Bush later publicly disclosing that the two spoke of an Afghanistan after the Taliban were gone that allowed for the country to both "survive and move forward."[116]


	
November 19 – Bush signs an aviation security bill at the Reagan National Airport[image: External link].[117]


	
November 20 – President Bush and Attorney General Ashcroft change the name of the Department of Justice building to the Robert F. Kennedy Department of Justice Building[image: External link] in honor of the late Senator Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link] on the seventy-sixth anniversary of his birth.[118]


	
November 24 – In his weekly address, Bush comments that the September 11 attack perpetrators unintentionally gave the US much to be grateful for.[119]


	
November 26 – During a Rose Garden[image: External link] appearance, Bush calls the cloning of humans "morally wrong" and asserts the procedure should not be allowed.[120]


	
November 27 - President Bush gives short remarks on U.S. Nobel Laureates in the East Room of the White House.[121]


	
November 28 - President Bush delivers a speech to the Farmers Journal Corporation Convention on the economic stimulus at the J.W. Marriott in Washington, D.C..[122]


	
November 29 - President Bush delivers a speech to a U.S. Attorney Conference in the Presidential Hall at the Dwight David Eisenhower Office Building.[123]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 December





	
December 1 – President Bush calls on Congress to approve a stimulus bill to help the US economy after weeks of delay.[124]


	
December 2 - Bush meets with Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link] Ariel Sharon in the Oval Office.[125]


	
December 5 – Bush asserts killers attempting to intrude on the Middle East peace process must be "rout out" by President of the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link] Yasser Arafat during a news conference.[126]


	
December 7 – Bush delivers an address on the sixtieth anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] to the U.S.S. Enterprise[image: External link] crew.[127]


	
December 11 – Bush delivers a speech on the occasion of the three-month anniversary of the September 11 attacks.[128]


	
December 13 – Bush announces the United States will be withdrawing from the 1972 Antiballistic Missile Treaty[image: External link] signed with the Soviet Union, citing the treaty as preventing the US from developing "effective defenses."[129]


	
December 14 – Bush refutes any proposal that the tape of Osama bin Laden discussing the September 11 attacks was doctored, calling the suggestion "just a feeble excuse to provide weak support for an incredibly evil man."[130]


	
December 18 – In a meeting, President Bush tells congressional leaders of videotapes being within the content obtained from Afghanistan al Qaeda installations.[131]


	
December 20 - Exactly one hundred days after the September 11 attacks, Bush announces the targeting of Umma Tameer-e-nau and Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, two organizations believed to be giving financial assistance to both terrorist and their respective groups.[132]


	
December 22 - Bush celebrates the work of the legislative body and wishes holiday greetings to Americans during his radio address.[133]


	
December 28 – Speaking to reporters at his ranch in Texas, Bush foresees U.S. troops staying in Afghanistan for "a long period of time" despite being satisfied with the way they were progressing.[134]


	
December 31 – President Bush predicts 2002 will be a favorable year for America, citing the economy rebounding and success in the war against terrorism, while speaking with reporters at a store in Crawford, Texas.[135]
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January 8 – No Child Left Behind Act


	
January 13 – President Bush begins choking on a pretzel and faints around the time he falls off of a couch, the fainting being caused by a heart rate decrease as a result of swallowing the pretzel, according to White House physician Richard Tubb.[136]


	
January 22 – President Bush addresses Congress with an appeal to pass the Economic Security Passage.

	
January 29 – President Bush delivers his State of the Union Address[image: External link] to a joint session of Congress[image: External link].
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February 4 – President Bush presents Congress with a wartime budget of $2.1 trillion, which sees a return to deficit spending by the federal government.[137]


	
February 7 – President Bush signs the "Humane Treatment of Taliban and al Qaeda Detainees" memorandum, reversing American's commitments to parts of the Geneva Convention[image: External link].[138]


	
February 13 – Bush meets with President of Pakistan[image: External link] Pervez Musharraf.[139]


	
February 14 – Bush reveals tax credits among a number of other incentives designed to encourage business and farmers to decrease harmful emissions.[140]


	
February 15 – Bush endorses the recommendation of the Energy Department to use an underground facility to store 77,000 nuclear waste metric tons.[141]
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March 4 – President Bush says the US will continue to pursue Al Qaeda during an appearance in Minnesota[image: External link], also offering condolences to the families of the US soldiers killed during Operation Anaconda.[142]


	
March 5 – President Bush announces tariffs of up to 30% on imported steel while trying to shore up the industry during its decline, being met with mixed reception.[143] Secretary of State Powell addresses Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon, expressing wishes for him to have police changes and stating that declaration of war against Palestinians would be ineffective.[144]


	
March 10 – President Bush administration officials, though stating this does not mean a change in policy, describe America as having the right to use nuclear weapons in the event that it or its allies are attacked.[145]


	
March 11 – Six months after the September 11 attacks, President Bush gives remarks on the south lawn of the White House, saying America would not forget the lives lost nor the justice needed in response.[146]


	
March 20 – Ari Fleischer announces the Bush administration will refuse to certify North Korea's abiding by a 1994 deal that froze its nuclear weapons program.[147]


	
March 22 – The Bush administration imposes 29% tariffs on Canadian softwood lumberjack imports, seeking to protect the US lumber jobs from Canadian subsidized imports.[148] Bush and President of Mexico[image: External link] Vincente Fox state their intent to bring their countries closer together through the use of close cooperation and advanced technology.

	
March 23 – President Bush states that he is visiting Mexico, Peru and Al Salvador to validate "the central importance" he places on America's relationships with the hemisphere.[149]


	
March 24 – In a signed agreement, President Bush and Russian President Vladimir Putin consent to reduce the nuclear arsenal of each country to a warhead of between 1,700 and 2,200.[150]


	
March 26 – President Bush announces Elias Zerhouni[image: External link] and Richard Carmona[image: External link] as his choices for National Institute of Health[image: External link] Director and U.S. Surgeon General[image: External link] in an East Room[image: External link] ceremony.[151]


	
March 27 – In the morning hours, President Bush signs a campaign finance overhaul bill, releasing a written statement that the bill would improve "the current system of financing for federal campaigns and therefore I have signed it into law."[152]


	
March 28 – During an appearance at a fundraiser for the senatorial campaign of John Cornyn[image: External link], President Bush says he is working to eliminate the chance of terrorist organizations aligning with "some of the world's worst leaders who harbor and develop some of the world's worst weapons."[153]


	
March 29 – Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] turns down an invite by President Bush to attend a touring of Afghanistan schools during a U.S. delegation, citing her work schedule.[154]


	
March 30 – President Bush addresses the Middle East crisis from his ranch as Israel troops advance toward the compound of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and after a suicide bombing in Tel Aviv[image: External link].[155]
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April 4 – During a speech in the afternoon at the State Department, President Bush sets an April 22 deadline for the Senate to bestow trading powers upon him and give privileges in trading to significant South America[image: External link] drug producing countries.[156]


	
April 6 – In the morning, President Bush offers condolences for the passing of Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother[image: External link]. President Bush and Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link] hold a joint press conference.

	
April 10 – President Bush expresses hopes that the Senate back a human cloning[image: External link] ban while delivering remarks in the East Room.

	
April 18 – President Bush vows the keep the US in Afghanistan "until the mission is done" while showing interest in a plan he equated to that of General George C. Marshall[image: External link] for Europe[image: External link] during World War II.

	
April 19 – While talking to reporters in the Oval Office, President Bush touts Secretary of State Powell's diplomacy in the Middle East as having forged a "path to achieve peace".[157]


	
April 20 – President Bush requests Arab nations combat their own forms of terrorism within their respective regions in his weekly radio address.[158]


	
April 22 – President Bush gives an Earth Day[image: External link] speech in the Adirondack Mountains[image: External link] in New York[image: External link], noting his "Clear Skies Initiative[image: External link]".[159]


	
April 23 – Karen Hughes, a White House counselor, announces her plans to resign during the summer and return to Texas.[160]


	
April 24 – President Bush attends the Lake Area Corn Processors ethanol plant grand opening near Wentworth, Bush complimenting Senator Tom Daschle[image: External link] for "working on the RFS standard."

	
April 25 – President Bush meets with Saudi Arabian prince Abdullah in his Texas ranch for a two-hour talk, during which Abdullah warns Bush against losing stability within the Middle East by not doing more in an attempt to stop Ariel Sharon's strategy against the Palestinians.[161]
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May 10 – Bush requests both parties come together in Congress to help reauthorize a welfare reform bill first passed in 1996.[162]


	
May 13 – Bush signs a farming bill worth $190 billion and to last for the next decade which vows the expansion of subsidies for growers.[163]


	
May 14 – President Bush signs a bill increasing federal payments with at least $83 billion over the next decade while in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building[image: External link].[164]


	
May 18 – Bush requests a reform in the Medicare program, citing the costs being too high and the choices seniors need not being provided.[165]


	
May 22 – Bush speaks from the White House lawn before boarding a flight to Germany[image: External link], saying the US and European allies must continue battling terror and be strong.[166]


	
May 27 – On Memorial Day[image: External link], Bush commemorates the holiday with an appearance at the Normandy American Cemetery[image: External link].

	
May 28 – President Bush meets with Pope John Paul II[image: External link], discussing the Catholic Church, the Middle Eazt, and Russia[image: External link]. After the meeting, Ari Fleischer[image: External link], the White House spokesman, reveals details of the conversation to reporters.[167]


	
May 31 – Bush announces that Secretary Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] will be going to the Middle East the following week.
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June 1 – President Bush delivers an address at the United States Military Academy[image: External link].[168]


	
June 3 – President Bush reports the FBI as "doing a better job", citing its communication and sharing of intelligence with the CIA during an appearance at a Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] welcoming ceremony.[169]


	
June 4 – While speaking to reporters during a tour of the National Security Agency, President Bush says there is no evidence of the U.S. government being able to prevent the 9/11 strikes.[170]


	
June 6 – President Bush calls on Congress to create a homeland defense agency of Cabinet-level to protect the US during "a titanic struggle against terror."[171]


	
June 8 – President Bush equates the proposed Department of Homeland Security to the creation of the Defense Department and National Security Council[image: External link] under President Harry Truman during his weekly radio address.[172]


	
June 9 – President Bush designates José Padilla[image: External link] as an enemy combatant[image: External link], ending Padilla's tenure as a material witness[image: External link].

	
June 17 – President Bush states he wishes to boast minority home ownership to 5.5 million prior to the decade ending while speaking to at St. Paul AME Church[image: External link] in Atlanta, Georgia[image: External link].[173]


	
June 19 – Bush pledges a US support of $500 million to battling the AIDS virus while appearing on the Rose Garden[image: External link].[174]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 July





	
July 3 – Bush gives an executive order to hasten the citizenship proceeding for non-citizens that have served in the military post the September 11 attacks.[175]


	
July 9 – Several blocks away from the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] and Ground Zero[image: External link], President Bush delivers a speech to a business group, indicating that an investigation into corporate wrongdoing should take place for the sake of both the US's economy and financial systems.[176]


	
July 10 – In a defense of the Homeland Security Department, President Bush calls it bipartisan and "an American idea that makes sense for all Americans."[177]


	
July 11 – In an appearance before the House Select Homeland Security Committee, Secretary of State Colin Powell, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Treasury Paul O'Neill and Attorney General John Ashcroft confirm their support for the formation of the Homeland Security Department.[178]


	
July 16 – President Bush outlines a homeland security national strategy that includes standards on state driver licenses and detecting chemical, biological and nuclear weapons with the use of technology. Tom Ridge, the incumbent Homeland Security Director, touts the proposal as "the best way to protect America."[179]


	
July 17 – President Bush reports Vice President Cheney as doing "a heck of a good job" while defending Cheney in his first public comments on the ongoing investigation into Cheney's former company Halliburton Corp[image: External link], saying the inquiry will "run its course."[180]


	
July 19 – President Bush meets with soldiers and their families and speaks with the still in Afghanistan 10th Mountain Division through satellite. Bush calls on the Senate to approve his request for a funding of the U.S. military, the largest since the Ronald Reagan presidency.[181]


	
July 20 – President Bush requests Congress hasten passing a corporate ethical standard enforcing bill and other areas such as forcing a fiscal restraint to avoid adding to the deficit so much that it will not be paid in the decades to come.[182]


	
July 21 – President Bush announces Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients.

	
July 22 – President Bush travels to the Argonne National Laboratory[image: External link] and speaks with employees about the value of new technology to national security and the Homeland Security Department.[183]


	
July 24 – President Bush formally approves Yucca Mountain[image: External link] as the high level nuclear waste dump of the US.[184]


	
July 31 – The White House reports President Bush as having opposed Harken Energy Corporation[image: External link] establishing an oversea subsidiary in the Cayman Islands when he was on the board of directors. Bush repeated the claim when asked about the subsidiary.[185]
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August 1 – Bush expresses outrage over the deaths of five Americans killed during a Hebrew University[image: External link] terrorist bombing but maintains peace in the Middle East is attainable.[186]


	
August 2 – The White House announces Bush's attendance on the upcoming first anniversary of the September 11 attacks.[187]


	
August 5 – Bush administration officials confirm Bush attended a meeting with top advisors where General Tommy Franks[image: External link] detailed the status of a possible attack on Iraq.[188]


	
August 8 – The Bush administration responds to a defiant speech on the part of Saddam Hussein, who boasted a US attack on Iraq would be doomed, with an aide saying, "The regime in Baghdad knows what it has to do. It must live up to its obligations to disarm that it agreed to in 1991."[189]


	
August 10 – Bush announces he will meet with American workers during the following week to evaluate the US's economic situation.[190]


	
August 13 – Bush speaks at an economic forum with the purpose of reassuring Americans of his attentiveness to the economy, him confidently stating the economy is recovering.[191]


	
August 14 – Bush calls on Congress to prevent spending and swears he will preserve the fiscal health of the US during an appearance at the Iowa State Fair[image: External link].[192]


	
August 15 – Bush asserts the homeland security bill in the Senate as leaving his administration with its "hands tied" during a Mount Rushmore[image: External link], South Dakota[image: External link] speech.[193]


	
August 16 – Bush says he will use the newest technology to come to a conclusion on how to resolve the Saddam Hussein situation while speaking to reporters.[194]


	
August 22 – Bush announces a plan to permit logging in national forests, which he said would prevent wildfire threats.[195]


	
August 24 – Bush calls on Congress to pass his Homeland Security plan when members return from their recess.[196]


	
August 30 – Bush gives praise for both the Major League Baseball players and owners for not partaking in a strike.[197]


	
August 31 – Bush requests Americans become involved in community service and make the following month one of service.[198]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 September





	
September 9 – In Detroit, Michigan[image: External link], Bush meets with Prime Minister of Canada[image: External link] Jean Chretien[image: External link].[199]


	
September 11 – On the anniversary of the September 11 attacks, Bush delivers a speech reflecting on how those affected by the incident had been since it occurred.[200]


	
September 12 – Bush urges the United Nations to compel Iraq to agree with the weapons of mass destruction directives made by the Security Council.[201]


	
September 13 – Minister of Foreign Affairs[image: External link] Naji Sabri[image: External link] calls Bush's speech from the previous day "a lot of anti-Iraq propaganda" devoid of proof that Iraq harbored weapons of mass destruction.[202]


	
September 14 – In his weekly address, Bush requests the U.N. boost their efforts to handle Saddam Hussein's continued disregard for the resolutions of the United Nations.[203]


	
September 20 – A report by the Bush administration is released outlining preemptive and aggressive action against both known terrorist groups and hostile states in a change in the national security of the US.[204]
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October 7 – In a speech delivered in Cincinnati, Ohio[image: External link], Bush explains his disagreements with Saddam Hussein's regime and advocated for the disarming of Iraqi forces.[205]


	
October 9 – A federal judge orders a temporary restraining order to resolve a labor dispute between the US and Asia which cost the US $2 billion a day.[206]


	
October 11 – The Senate approves authorizing President Bush attacking Irag in the event that Saddam Hussein decline giving weapons of mass destruction as per the requirements of resolutions crafted by the United Nations in a 77–23 vote.[207]


	
October 12 – Bush calls on Congress to pass a terrorism insurance bill during his weekly radio address.[208]


	
October 14 – Bush comments on the weekend attacks in Indonesia, linking them to the attack on US Marines in Kuwait and a French tanker off Yemen.[209]


	
October 16 – Bush signs a resolution approved by Congress allowing him to go to war with Iraq.[210]


	
October 19 – Bush offers sympathies to Australians after the past weekend's Bali nightclub bombings, declaring the US and Australia will collaborate against terrorism.[211]
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November 2 – Bush begins a 10-day campaign tour to aid Republicans in keeping their positions in Congress as well as helping his brother Jeb Bush remain Governor of Florida[image: External link].[212]


	
November 4 – Bush endorses Jim Talent[image: External link] in his senatorial bid.[213]


	
November 15 – Bush administration officials say President Bush can nominate Tom Ridge to head the Homeland Security department at earliest the following week.[214]


	
November 19 – Bush leaves Washington for Prague[image: External link] ahead of a scheduled meeting with leaders of NATO[image: External link] and partnering countries.[215]


	
November 20 – Bush and President of the Czech Republic[image: External link] Vaclav Havel[image: External link] hold a joint news conference, where Bush says the US will lead a "coalition of the willing" if Hussein continues refusing to disarm.[216]


	
November 25 – United States Department of Homeland Security is established.

	
November 28 – Bush releases a statement on the Kenya attacks, condemning them "in the strongest possible terms" and offering condolences to the families of victims.[217]


	
November 29 – President Bush cuts civilian federal employee pay raises and cites the war on terrorism as being threatened by them being bestowed the full pay hike.[218]


	
November 30 – Bush calls on Americans to be inspired by the Thanksgiving holiday and become serviceable to "those in need."[219]
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December 4 – The New York Times[image: External link] discloses the Bush administration as having restored the allocation of bonuses in money for roughly 2,000 politically appointed federal workers, reversing a policy from the administration of Bill Clinton.[220]


	
December 6 – Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill and economic advisor Lawrence B. Lindsey[image: External link] resign per request by the White House.[221]


	
December 9 – Officials of the Bush administration confirm John W. Snow[image: External link] as the president's choice to replace O'Neill as Treasury Secretary.[222]


	
December 10 – Bush introduces William Donaldson[image: External link] as his choice for chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission.[223]


	
December 11 – Bush issues an executive order, creating the nine-member President's Commission on the Postal Service.

	
December 12 – Bush rebukes comments by Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott[image: External link] while speaking in Philadelphia[image: External link].[224]


	
December 13 – Bush announces his intent for the smallpox inoculation of 500,000 military personnel on the frontline.[225]


	
December 16 – The White House announces Joe Allbaugh will resign as Federal Emergency Management Agency Director.[226]


	
December 17 – Bush reveals plans to begin the first phase of a system meant to protect the US from ballistic missile attack within two years.[227] The White House announces Nick Calio[image: External link] will step down as President Bush's representative on Capital Hill the following month.[228]


	
December 20 – Bush responds to the Iraqi arms declaration from the previous day, calling it "a disappointing day for those who long for peace."[229]


	
December 21 – Bush receives a smallpox vaccine along with 500,000 ordered to receive the same treatment, White House Jeanie Mamo reporting him as being "fine."[230]


	
December 22 – The White House updates Bush as feeling "great" in relation to his vaccine.[231]


	
December 24 – On Christmas Eve[image: External link], President Bush calls members of the military to thank them for their service.[232]


	
December 28 – In his radio address, Bush declares 2002 a successful year for America, citing a growing economy and continued battling of terrorism both domestic and abroad.

	
December 30 – The lawsuit against Bush for his withdrawal from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty brought upon him by 32 Congress members is dismissed by a federal judge.[233]
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January 2 - Bush reaffirms his intent to focus on safeguarding the US and its people and says the administration is working with foreign allies to convince North Korea[image: External link] to discontinue the creation and proliferating of mass destruction inducing weapons while speaking to the press at the Prairie Chapel Ranch in Crawford, Texas.[234]


	
January 20 - President Bush speaks at the First Baptist Church in Landover, Maryland[image: External link]. Bush calls on those present to "remember the dream of Martin Luther King and remember his clear vision for a society that's equal and a society full of justice, this society must remember the power of faith."[235]


	
January 22 - The Senate confirms Tom Ridge for United States Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link].[236]


	
January 24 - Tom Ridge is sworn in as United States Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link] in the Cross Hall.[237]


	
January 25 - President Bush talks about domestic policies in a radio address.[238]


	
January 27 - President Bush announces the nominations of nine individuals for membership to the Cultural Property Advisory Committee.[239]


	
January 28 - President Bush delivers the 2003 State of the Union Address.[240]


	
January 29 - President Bush makes a call for reform of the Medicare system within the US during a speech at Devos Performance Hall in Grand Rapids, Michigan[image: External link].[241]


	
January 30 - President Bush has a White House meeting with Prime Minister of Italy Silvio Berlusconi and a joint press conference with Berlusconi later in the day.[242] Bush commemorates the anniversary of the United States Freedom Corps[image: External link] during a speech in Washington.[243] Vice President Cheney speaks at the 30th Political Action Conference in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link].[244]


	
January 31 - Bush meets with Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Tony Blair[image: External link] at the White House, President Bush saying afterward in a joint conference that their discussion was on "a lot of issues."[245]
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February 3 – Space Shuttle Columbia is destroyed[image: External link] upon re-entering the Earth's atmosphere. All seven crew members perish.

	
February 4 - Bush addresses the casualty of the Space Shuttle Columbia disaster during a memorial service at the Johnson Space Center[image: External link].[246]


	
February 5 - Bush meets with congressional leaders at the White House to discuss Secretary of State Powell's presentation at the United Nations attempting to convince other countries of Iraq's defying of disagreement resolutions.[247]


	
February 6 - Bush announces an initiative of 1.2 million aimed at hydrogen fuel of high interest for both vehicle empowerment and electricity generation while at the National Building Museum[image: External link] in Washington[image: External link].[248]


	
February 7 - While at the Treasury Department, Bush tells reporters the meeting of the UN Security Council is at "a defining moment" in having to decide whether there will be "any force" in the resolution ordering Iraq to disarm.[249]


	
February 8 - Bush issues a written statement on the Columbia club blast from the previous night through the White House.[250]


	
February 9 - The Homeland Security Council[image: External link] raises the national threat level of chemical or biological attacks from Al-Qaeda from yellow to orange.[251]


	
February 10 - President Bush accuses Saddam Hussein of regarding Iraqis as "human shields" during a speech to the National Religious Broadcasters[image: External link] convention.[252]


	
February 11 - Pentagon officials state military vehicles equipped with anti-aircraft missiles have been released to guard Washington and patrols of fighter jets around Washington, D.C. and New York City[image: External link] have increased thanks to elevated risks of a terrorist attack.[253]
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March 5 - Bush has a half-hour long meeting with Cardinal Pio Laghi[image: External link], Laghi saying after the meeting that he conveyed Pope John Paul II's[image: External link] to not go to war with Iraq.[254]


	
March 17 – President Bush promises Saddam Hussein will soon be gone in a televised appearance.[255]


	
March 19 – President Bush addresses the nation and declares war with Iraq.

	
March 21 - President Bush issues a statement thanking Congress for "resolutions which said loud and clear, our country supports the men and women in uniform."[256]


	
March 23 - President Bush holds a questions and answers session on the ongoing conflict in Iraq, saying he is "pleased with the progress that we're making", in the afternoon hours.[257]


	
March 28 - President Bush gives a praiseful speech on the United States Military in the East Room of the White House.[258]


	
March 29 - President Bush claims the United States and coalition troops "have cleared mines from the water and taken control of a key port city, to allow humanitarian aid to begin flowing into" Iraq during his weekly radio address.[259]


	
March 31 - President Bush delivers a speech at the Port of Philadelphia[image: External link].[260]
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July 16 - President Bush delivers an address in Room 450 of the Dwight DC Eisenhower Executive Office Building.[261]


	
July 17 - President Bush holds a joint press conference with Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link].[262]


	
July 18 - Bush gives a speech on health at Lakewest Family YMCA in Dallas, Texas.[263]


	
July 23 - Bush gives an update on the Iraq War in the Rose Garden.[264]


	
July 29 - President Bush meets with Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link] Ariel Sharon. Bush addresses the meeting in the Rose Garden.[265]


	
July 30 - Bush commemorates the 38th anniversary of Medicare, calling it a "time for action."[266]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 November





	
November 1 - Bush speaks at Jones Park in Gulfport, Mississippi[image: External link], indicating his interest in working with Haley Barbour.[267]


	
November 14 - President Bush meets with President of Italy[image: External link] Carlo Azeglio Ciampi[image: External link] in the Oval Office. The two presidents jointly deliver remarks publicly after the meeting.[268]


	
November 19 - Bush speaks about his administration's policy in Iraq at Royal Banqueting House-Whitehall Palace at London, England[image: External link].[269]


	
November 21 - Bush issues a statement on the following day's marking of the fortieth anniversary of the assassination of the late President John F. Kennedy.[270]


	
November 24 - President Bush delivers a speech before troops at the Butts Army Air Field in Fort Carson, Colorado[image: External link].[271]


	
November 25 - At Spring Valley Hospital[image: External link] in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link], Bush praises Congress for passing Medicare reforms that he says will "strengthen" and "modernize" the system along with providing better care for American seniors.[272]


	
November 27 – Thanksgiving Day[image: External link], Bush visits American troops in Iraq.
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December 8 – President Bush signs the Medicare Modernization Act.

	
December 13 – Operation Red Dawn[image: External link] leads to the capture of Iraqi president Saddam Hussein.

	
December 14 - President Bush gives a five-minute televised address, remarking on the capture of Hussein that he will "face the justice he denied to millions", adding that his capture will bring further credence to the Iraqis that an end has been put to both torture chambers and secret police.[273]
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January 5 - Bush discusses education's progress within his administration in St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link].[274]


	
January 7 - President Bush discusses plans to change US immigration laws and make it possible for eight million illegal immigrants to obtain legal status through working temporarily, calling the new system "more compassionate".[275]


	
January 9 - Bush talks about the economy with female business owners in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] at the Department of Commerce[image: External link] for the sake of preserving the strength of the "entrepreneurial spirit" in America.[276]


	
January 14 - In a speech at the NASA[image: External link] headquarters, Bush reveals a plan to get Americans to the moon by 2020, proposing $12 billion be used for the effort over the next five years.[277]


	
January 20 - President Bush delivers the State of the Union Address to a joint session of Congress.[278]


	
January 26 - Bush gives a speech in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] on the possible reform of medical liability.[279]


	
January 29 - Bush talks about the economic plan of his administration in New Hampshire[image: External link].[280]


	
January 30 - President Bush talks about the economy with what he calls "some of our nation's finest economists" in the Roosevelt Room.[281]


	
January 31 - Bush releases a statement praising Jennifer Dunn[image: External link].[282]
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February 19 - Bush talks about the economy as well as wishes for Congress to make tax cuts a permanent fixture during an appearance at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building[image: External link].[283]


	
February 23 - Bush speaks at the National Governors Association.[284]


	
February 24 - President Bush delivers an address in the Roosevelt Room[image: External link] indicating his displease with attempts across the US to support same-sex marriage and recalls the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] as proof of "overwhelming consensus in our country for protecting the institution of marriage."[285]


	
February 26 - While giving a speech in Kentucky[image: External link], President Bush discusses the economy and calls on Congress to rally behind passing tax cuts.[286]


	
February 27 - Bush meets with Chancellor of Germany[image: External link] Gerhard Schröder[image: External link] at the White House and the two hold a joint press conference.[287]


	
February 29 - President Bush issues a statement on the resigning of Jean-Bertrand Aristide[image: External link] as the President of Haiti[image: External link] and says he has deployed marines for the bringing of order and stability to the country.[288]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 March





	
March 1 - In a written statement, Bush urges Congress to remove newly imposed tariffs on American exports by reforming the tax code through their passage of the FSC/ETI legislation. Bush predicts that, should the legislation not be passed, by the following year the currently imposed tariffs will "impose an increasing burden on American exporters, their workers, and the overall economy".[289]


	
March 3 - Bush delivers a critique of Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry during a fundraiser in Santa Clara, California[image: External link], noting that Kerry has taken both sides on issues and examples Kerry did not support removing Hussein from power despite claiming to oppose him.[290]





	
March 5 - During a news conference, two September 11 attacks[image: External link] victim family members and a former firefighter express their disdain for new Bush campaign ads featuring the September 11 attacks. Rudy Giuliani calls the ad "tasteful" for showing the "challenges the president has faced -- the recession, other things and September 11, 2001."[291]


	
March 10 - US officials report the Bush administration in the near future will begin stronger sanctions against Syria[image: External link]. Assistant Secretary of State William Burns[image: External link] tells the House International Relations Committee the sanctions "will be a very firm implementation of the Syrian Accountability Act and the intent behind it."[292]


	
March 11 - Near the end of the morning, Bush releases a statement on the Madrid train bombings[image: External link] where he offers condolences to the families of victims and reaffirms the US's support for Spain.[293] In the evening, Bush flies to New York[image: External link] for a fundraiser for his re-election campaign, saying New York will be part of "a great national victory in November".[294]


	
March 17 - Bush meets with Taoiseach[image: External link] of Ireland Bertie Ahern[image: External link] in the Roosevelt Room[image: External link].[295]


	
March 19 - Bush marks the anniversary of the invasion of Iraq, praising it as a "day of deliverance" for Iraq and a day that saw "decisive action" occur from years of requests and promises being made from the US and the countries aligned with America.[296]


	
March 27 - Bush mentions improvements to the rate of home ownership and his signing into law of the American Dream Down Payment Act during a radio address.[297]


	
March 30 - President Bush appears at the Fox Cities Performing Art Center in Appleton, Wisconsin[image: External link], touting improvements to the economy before and after the September 11 attacks as well as laws made in the wake of the event.[298]
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April 1 - In the East Room[image: External link], President Bush signs the Unborn Victims of Violence Act[image: External link], saying the day marks the end of the federal crime code's silence "on the injury or death of a child in cases of violence against a pregnant woman."[299]


	
April 2 - Speaking to audience at Marshall University[image: External link] in Huntington, West Virginia[image: External link], Bush reports the passed tax relief as working, evidenced by what he dubs a "stronger" economy. He then speaks with students and educators.[300]


	
April 3 - Bush reports the tax cuts, tax relief, lowered interest rates, and increase of tax disposable income during his radio address.[301]


	
April 5 - Bush gives a speech on the economy and job training at Central Piedmont Community College[image: External link] in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link].[302]


	
April 10 - Bush gives an update on the Iraq war during his radio address.[303]


	
April 15 - Bush gives an address on tax relief in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link].[304]


	
April 16 - President Bush and Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Tony Blair[image: External link] hold a joint press conference at the White House.[305]


	
April 19 - Bush announces he is nominating John Negroponte[image: External link] as United States Ambassador to Iraq[image: External link].[306]


	
April 21 - Bush delivers an address on how to create lasting prosperity at the Newspaper Association of America[image: External link] Annual Convention.[307]


	
April 26 - Bush reveals his tech initiative for the respective fields of energy, healthcare and the internet during an appearance at the American Association of Community Colleges Annual Convention.[308]


	
April 27 - Bush speaks at the Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Baltimore, Maryland[image: External link].[309]


	
April 29 - President Bush and Vice President Cheney meet with the 9/11 Commission[image: External link], Bush calling it important and wide-ranging in the issues discussed.[310]


	
April 30 - At the White House, Bush meets with Prime Minister of Canada[image: External link] Paul Martin[image: External link], Bush saying he appreciates Martin's clear vision on the world.[311]
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May 1 - Bush notes the accomplishments of his policy on Iraq during his radio address.[312]


	
May 3 - United States National Security Advisor[image: External link] Condoleezza Rice answers questions in regards to Iraq and the Middle East at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.[313]


	
May 5 - Bush conducts an interview with Al Arabiya Television in the Map Room in regards to his foreign policy.[314]


	
May 17 - Bush speaks at the grand opening of the Brown v Board of Education[image: External link] National Historic Site in Topeka, Kansas[image: External link].[315]


	
May 18 - Bush delivers a speech to the American Israel Public Affairs Committee at the Washington Convention Center[image: External link].[316]


	
May 20 - Bush meets with Prime Minister of Greece[image: External link] Kostas Karamanlis[image: External link] in the Oval Office.[317]


	
May 21 - President Bush delivers the commencement address for Louisiana State University[image: External link] at the Pete Maravich[image: External link] Assembly Center.[318]


	
May 24 - Vice President Cheney speaks at a reception for a committee on the re-election campaign in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link].[319]
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June 2 - President Bush compares the Iraq war and battling terrorism to World War II and battling communism during a US Air Force Academy[image: External link] commencement ceremony, also comparing the September 11 attacks[image: External link] to the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link].[320]


	
June 3 - FBI Director George Tenet resigns, saying it will be effective on July 11, the seventh anniversary of his appointment to the position by former president Bill Clinton.[321]


	
June 4 - The White House announces President Bush has selected Senator John Danforth[image: External link] as the next United States Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link].[322]


	
June 5 - Bush arrives in Paris[image: External link] for a trip to rally support for the Iraq war as well as note the D-Day[image: External link] invasion of Normandy[image: External link] for its sixtieth anniversary.[323]


	
June 6 - During a commemoration address of D-Day's anniversary to veterans at the Colleville-sur-Mer[image: External link] American military cemetery, he pays homage to former President Reagan by calling him a "a courageous man himself, and a gallant leader in the cause of freedom" and tells the veterans they'll eternally be honored by America and countries freed at the time of the war.[324]


	
June 11 - During his attending of President Reagan’s funeral, Bush delivers a eulogy.[325]


	
June 12 - Bush dedicates his radio address to discussing President Reagan’s life and legacy.[326]


	
June 13 - Bush declares Missouri has a major disaster, ordering federal aid to help in repairing damage brought on by storms, floods, and tornadoes the previous month.[327]





	
June 28 - President Bush has a news conference with United Kingdom Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link] in Istanbul[image: External link], Bush stating the intent of the US to finish the "difficult task" in Iraq.[328] Following a meeting between members of the State Department and Moammar Gadhafi[image: External link], the State Department says the United States has ended 24 years of non-direct diplomatic ties with Libya[image: External link].[329]


	
June 29 - In an address at Istanbul University[image: External link], Bush says Turkey belongs in the European Union[image: External link], claiming Turkey is moving rapidly to meet the conditions needed to be admitted and that the country's success "is vital to the future of progress and peace in Europe and in the broader Middle East."[330]
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July 1 - In the East Room, President Bush notes the fortieth anniversary of the Civil Rights Act[image: External link], Bush saying it gives Americans "another reason to be proud of our country."[331]


	
July 2 - Bush talks about the economy in front of an audience of business owners in the East Room.[332]


	
July 12 - Bush speaks about the gains made in the war on terror at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tennessee[image: External link].[333]


	
July 13 - At the Dwight Eisenhower Executive Office building, President Bush signs the African Growth and Opportunity Act[image: External link].[334]


	
July 22 – The 9/11 Commission[image: External link] releases its final report[image: External link].
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August 10 - Bush announces his nomination of Porter Goss[image: External link] for Director of the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link] in the Rose Garden[image: External link].[335]


	
August 12 - Bush delivers a speech to the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America[image: External link] at the International Training Facility in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link].[336]


	
August 13 - Bush releases a public statement on his trip to Boeing Delivery Center in Seattle, Washington[image: External link].[337]


	
August 19 - National Security Advisor Rice speaks on the War on Terror and answers questions in Washington.[338]


	
August 22 - Bush re-election campaign manager Ken Mehlman denies the campaign has been trying to smear Democratic presidential nominee John Kerry, saying the Bush campaign has praised Kerry's service and that the allegation is only being made to avoid focusing on issues.[339]


	
August 25 - Vice President Cheney charges Democratic presidential nominee Kerry with wanting to have sensitivity in fighting the war in Iraq and claims past successful U.S. Presidents Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Harry Truman did not win with such a strategy in Pottsville, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[340]


	
August 29 - Bush attends a campaign rally in Wheeling, West Virginia[image: External link], early in his remarks predicting that he will carry the state in the upcoming election.[341]


	
August 30 - Senator John McCain endorses Bush for re-election.[342]


	
August 31 - President Bush delivers a speech at the 86th Annual American Legion National Convention.[343]
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September 19 - President Bush travels to Florida[image: External link] to see the damages of Hurricane Ivan[image: External link], meeting with Governor of Alabama[image: External link] Bob Riley[image: External link] and brother Jeb Bush, incumbent Governor of Florida[image: External link].[344] Senator John McCain reflects that President Bush's clearness to Americans on Iraq as not "as straight as maybe we'd like to see" and calls it a mistake for not enough American troops being in place during the first victories won by Americans there, citing it as the beginning of "very, very significant" troubles for the US.[345]


	
September 20 - During a speech at New York University[image: External link], Democratic presidential nominee Kerry asserts President Bush's Iran policy as having weakened American national security and accuses him of creating a "a crisis of historic proportions".[346]


	
September 23 - President Bush and Prime Minister of Iraq[image: External link] Ayad Allawi[image: External link] hold a joint press conference in the Rose Garden[image: External link].[347]


	
September 27 - Bush gives a speech on the education policy of his administration at the Springfield, Ohio[image: External link] Midwest Livestock and Expo Center.[348]


	
September 30 - Bush thanks "those who've reached out to help the neighbors in need" while speaking at the Martin County[image: External link] Red Cross[image: External link] Headquarters in Stuart, Florida[image: External link].[349]
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October 1 - President Bush and Senator Kerry participate in the first presidential debate of the general election.[350]


	
October 4 - Bush signs a tax relief bill in the morning hours, claiming during a speech hours later in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link] that "a family of four earning $40,000 would have seen their federal income taxes rise by more than $900" had the law not been passed ahead of a planned 2004 expiration for tax relief provisions.[351]


	
October 5 - President Bush signs a plurality of laws, including the Mount Rainier National Park Boundary Adjustment Act of 2004, the Johnstown Flood National Memorial Boundary Adjustment Act of 2004, the Martin Luther King, Junior, National Historic Site Land Exchange Act, the Carpinteria and Montecito Water Distribution Systems Conveyance Act of 2004, the Railroad Right-of-Way Conveyance Validation Act of 2004, the Williamson County Water Recycling Act of 2004, the Southwest Forest Health and Wildfire Prevention Act of 2004, and the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve Boundary Revision Act of 2004 among several laws not formally titled.[352]


	
October 6 - Vice President Cheney and Democratic vice presidential nominee John Edwards participate in the sole vice presidential debate of the election cycle at Case Western Reserve University[image: External link] in Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link].[353]


	
October 7 - Bush releases a public statement on the Iraq report, assessing in part that the US was right in taking action and is safer thanks to the incarceration of Hussein.[354]


	
October 12 - President Bush delivers a speech in Colorado Springs[image: External link] during a rally there, addressing the ongoing election and outlining his policies.[355]


	
October 19 - President Bush gives an address in The Villages, Florida[image: External link], charging Senator Kerry with wanting to move the US "in the direction of government-run health care" and proclaiming that he himself has "set out policies that move this country toward a positive and optimistic vision." Bush argues this difference among others makes the "choice in this election" clear.[356]


	
October 29 - Bush releases a statement stating that he’d been informed earlier during the day of a tape the US intelligence community was analyzing and that Americans “will not be intimidated or influenced by an enemy of our country.”[357]
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November 2 – President Bush wins re-election[image: External link] over challenger Senator John F. Kerry.

	
November 3 - Bush delivers a victory speech, stating the intent of his second term to focus on "economic recovery, fixing an outdated tax code, improving Social Security, building on education initiatives and helping the emerging democracies of Iraq and Afghanistan", at the Ronald Reagan Building[image: External link].[358]


	
November 4 - During a news conference, President Bush says he'll work with both Democrats and Republicans and reflects that he is now more seasoned.[359]


	
November 5 - Senior officials in the Bush administration report Robert Blackwill[image: External link] as having earlier in the day announced his intent to resign to the National Security Council[image: External link].[360]


	
November 9 - In the evening, the White House announces the resignations of United States Attorney General[image: External link] John Ashcroft and Secretary of Commerce[image: External link] Don Evans[image: External link].[361]


	
November 10 - In the afternoon, Bush announces his White House legal counsel and friend Alberto Gonzales as his nominee for United States Attorney General[image: External link].[362]





	
November 11 - Anti-abortion group American League Life criticizes Attorney General nominee Gonzales for ruling in favor of teenage girls not requiring parental consent to get abortion and by extension President Bush for selecting him given his own pro-life views.[363] At the White House during the evening hours, President Bush meets with Prime Minister of Britain[image: External link] Tony Blair[image: External link].[364]


	
November 12 - Bush promises the use of American dollars to create a Palestinian state during a news conference.[365]


	
November 13 - During his radio address, Bush reports the United States' offensive abroad is progressing in taking back Falluja[image: External link].[366] Vice President Cheney has test performed on him for abnormalities at George Washington University Hospital[image: External link], leaving in the afternoon.[367]


	
November 15 - Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link] announces he is resigning. United States Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link] John Danforth[image: External link] confirms he has not been approached replace Powell.[368] Steven Kappes[image: External link] and Michael J. Sulick[image: External link], leaders of the directorate of operations of the CIA, resign in the morning.[369]


	
November 16 - Bush announces his choice to nominate confidant and national security advisor Condoleezza Rice for United States Secretary of State during a ceremony in the Roosevelt Room[image: External link].[370]


	
November 17 - Bush announces longtime political ally Margaret Spellings for Secretary of Education[image: External link].[371]


	
November 18 - President Bush speaks at a dedication to the Bill Clinton Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link].[372]


	
November 20 - During his radio address, Bush says he'll be meeting with "many allies and friends to strengthen our ties across the Pacific and discuss practical ways we can enhance prosperity, advance liberty, and improve our shared security" during an upcoming trip to the APEC summit.[373]
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December 1 - During a speech in Halifax[image: External link], Bush gives praise to Canada and its people for being allies to the US both during and after the September 11 attacks.[374]


	
December 2 - Bush denounces the delaying of elections in Iraq, saying it's time for the country's citizens to "go to the polls", when speaking to reporters at the White House.[375]


	
December 3 - President Bush names Bernard Kerik[image: External link] as United States Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link].[376]


	
December 4 - President Bush meets with Pervez Musharraf in the Oval Office, Musharraf saying after the meeting that they discussed terrorism in its entirety and that he felt the meeting was "extremely positive".[377]


	
December 9 - President Bush announces his nomination of Jim Nicholson[image: External link] for United States Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link].[378]


	
December 21 - Bush and First Lady Laura Bush visit families along with their wounded service members in the family at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center[image: External link].[379]


	
December 24 - Bush calls several service members on Christmas Eve while at Camp David[image: External link].[380]


	
December 26 - Bush issues a statement expressing condolences for the deaths caused by tsunamis and earthquakes by the bay of Bengal[image: External link].[381]


	
December 29 - Bush speaks out publicly about the deaths caused by the earthquake and tsunamis in the Indian Ocean[image: External link] and answers questions at the Prairie Chapel Ranch.[382]


	
December 31 - President Bush announces his committing of 350 million to relief efforts for the "disaster around the Indian Ocean".[383]
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January 20 – Second inauguration of George W. Bush
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August 29 – Hurricane Katrina devastates the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link]'s bordering southern states.
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January 31 - Bush delivers his State of the Union[image: External link] address.[384]
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April 20 – Bush meets with Hu Jintao at the White House, honoring him in a ceremony on the South Lawn[image: External link].[385]


	
April 24 - A poll is released showing Bush having an approval rating of 32%.[386]
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November 2 – Bush travels to Montana[image: External link] to appear in support of Senator Conrad Burns[image: External link] in his re-election bid against Democratic nominee Jon Tester[image: External link].

	
November 7 – The Democratic Party takes control of both Congressional Houses in the 2006 Midterm elections[image: External link].

	
November 9 – In the afternoon, Bush reveals Robert Gates as his choice to succeed Donald Rumsfield[image: External link] as U.S. Secretary of Defense[image: External link].[387]


	
November 15 – Bush meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow[image: External link].[388]


	
November 17 – President Bush recalls the Vietnam War[image: External link] and touts it as reminding Americans the US will succeed "unless we quit" following a lunch with Australian Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link].[389]


	
November 19 – The US and Russia sign agreements supporting the ascension of Russia into the World Trade Organization, President Bush saying in an official statement, "This is a good agreement for the United States. And it's an equally important agreement for Russia. And it's a good agreement for the international trading community."




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 December





	
December 25 – Bush releases a written statement in response to the death of James Brown[image: External link], saying in part, "James Brown's family and friends are in our thoughts and prayers this Christmas."[390]


	
December 27 – Bush addresses the death of former U.S. President Gerald Ford the previous day in a televised statement.[391]
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January 2 - Sources in Washington reports expectations that Bush will announce his strategy in Iraq early the following week.[392]


	
January 3 - An opinion column is released of Bush indicating a willingness to work with the Democratic Party-controlled Congress.[393]


	
January 7 - President Bush declares Kansas[image: External link] as having a major disaster within the state and orders federal aid.[394]


	
January 8 - President Bush commemorates the fifth anniversary of No Child Left Behind[image: External link] in the Oval Office with Senators Ted Kennedy and Mike Enzi[image: External link] and Congressman George Miller[image: External link] in the Oval Office.[395]


	
January 9 - President Bush announces his selection of Fred Fielding[image: External link] for White House Counsel[image: External link].[396]


	
January 10 – Iraq war troop surge


	
January 11 - President Bush delivers a speech on the military at Freedom Hall in Fort Benning, Georgia[image: External link].[397]
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February 26 - President Bush awards Bruce P. Crandall[image: External link] with the Medal of Honor[image: External link] during a ceremony in the East Room.[398]


	
February 27 - President Bush attends and delivers remarks at the swearing-in of John Negroponte[image: External link] as United States Deputy Secretary of State[image: External link].[399]


	
February 28 - President Bush confers with several military service organizations in the Roosevelt Room.[400]
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March 3 - Bush assures tornado victims of incoming assistance.[401]
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April 13 - White House spokeswoman Dana Perino[image: External link] says she would not rule out the White House has lost "a potential 5 million e-mails".[402]


	
April 16 – Virginia Tech shooting[image: External link]


	
April 17 - Bush attends a memorial at Virginia Tech.[403]


	
April 28 - President Bush delivers the commencement address at Miami Dade College[image: External link] at the Kendall Campus in Florida[image: External link].[404]


	
April 30 - President Bush meets with foreign leaders Angela Merkel and José Barroso[image: External link] at the White House. Bush, Merkel, and Barroso later hold a joint press conference in the Rose Garden.[405]
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May 1 - President Bush vetoes a bill by members of both Chambers of Congress that he claims "substitutes the opinions of politicians for the judgment of our military commanders" and explains his reasons for doing so during an address in the evening hours.[406]


	
May 2 - President Bush delivers a speech on America's battle against terrorism as well as the US economy at the Willard Hotel[image: External link] in Washington, D.C..[407]


	
May 3 - President Bush delivers a speech in dedication of the National Day of Prayer[image: External link] in the East Room.[408]


	
May 7 - President Bush and First Lady Laura Bush welcome Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] and Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link] to the White House.[409]


	
May 8 - President Bush meets with President of Haiti[image: External link] René Préval[image: External link] in the Oval Office, afterwards outlining the ways the US is supporting Haiti[image: External link] during a joint public appearance with the Haitian president.[410]


	
May 9 - President Bush travels to Greensburg, Kansas[image: External link] in the aftermath of tornado damage there, pledging the support of the federal government to the city and stating his intent "to lift people's spirits as best as I possibly can and to hopefully touch somebody's soul by representing our country, and to let people know that while there was a dark day in the past, there's brighter days ahead."[411]


	
May 10 - President Bush gives a press briefing at the Defense Department.[412]


	
May 11 - President Bush presents the President's Volunteer Service Awards and dedicates Military Spouse Day[image: External link] in the East Room of the White House.[413]


	
May 13 - President Bush delivers a speech in at anniversary park in Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link] commemorating the four hundredth anniversary of the Jamestown, Virginia[image: External link] settlement.[414]


	
May 14 - President Bush gives a speech on CAFE and Alternative Fuel Standards in the Rose Garden at the White House.[415]


	
May 15 - President Bush delivers a speech at a memorial service for the Annual Peace Officers in Washington, D.C..[416]


	
May 20 - President Bush releases a statement on the 105th anniversary of Cuba[image: External link] gaining independence.[417]


	
May 21 - President Bush and Secretary General of NATO[image: External link] Jaap de Hoop Scheffer[image: External link] hold a joint press conference at Bush Ranch in Crawford, Texas.[418]


	
May 24 - President Bush holds a press conference in the Rose Garden and talks about the ongoing conflict in Iraq as well as an immigration reform policy being considered by Congress during the morning hours.[419] President Bush announces his nomination of Dr. James Holsinger, Jr. for United States Surgeon General[image: External link].[420]


	
May 25 - President Bush meets with service members at the Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland[image: External link].[421]


	
May 26 - President Bush discusses Memorial Day[image: External link] and service members' stories of being on duty while delivering his radio address.[422]


	
May 28 - President Bush makes an appearance at Arlington National Cemetery[image: External link] in commemoration of Memorial Day[image: External link].[423]


	
May 29 - President Bush delivers a speech on immigration reform at the Federal Law Enforcement Center in Glynco, Georgia[image: External link].[424] President Bush speaks out on the Darfur genocide[image: External link] in the Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House.[425]


	
May 30 - President Bush announces a $30 Billion HIV/AIDS Plan set for five years in the Rose Garden at the White House.[426] President Bush announces his nomination of Robert Zoellick for President Of The World Bank during an appearance in the Roosevelt Room.[427]


	
May 31 - President Bush gives a speech about the international development agenda of the United States at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in Washington.[428] It is announced that President Bush will meet with Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link] Ehud Olmert during the following month.[429]
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June 1 - President Bush delivers a speech on immigration in Room 350 of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.[430]


	
June 2 - President Bush discusses disease and education initiatives during his radio address.[431]


	
June 3 - Vice President Cheney delivers remarks and answers questions at the Wyoming Boys State Conference in Douglas, Wyoming[image: External link].[432]


	
June 4 - Nominations for administration positions are sent to the Senate.[433]


	
June 5 - President Bush delivers a speech at the Large Hall in Czernin Palace in Prague, Czech Republic[image: External link].[434]


	
June 6 - President Bush meets with Prime Minister of Japan[image: External link] Shinzō Abe[image: External link] to discuss North Korea in Heiligendamm[image: External link].[435] President Bush also meets with Chancellor of Germany[image: External link] Angela Merkel in Heiligendamm.[436]


	
June 7 - President Bush meets with Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Tony Blair[image: External link][437] and President of Russia[image: External link] Vladimir Putin in Heiligendamm.[438]


	
June 8 - President Bush and President of Poland[image: External link] Lech Kaczyński[image: External link] give a joint statement at the Gdansk Lech Walesa International Airport in Gdansk, Poland[image: External link].[439]


	
June 9 - President Bush holds a joint press conference with Prime Minister of Italy Romano Prodi[image: External link] at Chigi Palace in Rome, Italy[image: External link].[440] President Bush participates in a roundtable at the Italian U.S. Embassy.[441]


	
June 10 - President Bush holds a joint press conference with Prime Minister of Albania Sali Berisha at the Courtyard Council of Ministers in Tirana, Albania[image: External link].[442] President Bush meets with small business owners there and later issues a statement thanking them for their participation.[443]


	
June 11 - President Bush holds a joint press conference with President of Bulgaria[image: External link] Georgi Parvanov[image: External link] at the Archaeological Museum in Sofia, Bulgaria[image: External link].[444]


	
June 12 - President Bush delivers a speech at memorial honoring victims of communism in Washington, D.C..[445]


	
June 13 - President Bush announces Ed Gillespie for Counselor to the President[image: External link] in the Oval Office.[446]


	
June 14 - President Bush delivers a speech on immigration reform at the Capital Hilton Hotel in Washington, D.C..[447]


	
June 15 - President Bush delivers a speech at the National Hispanic Prayer Breakfast hosted at JW Marriott Hotel in Washington, D.C. during the early morning hours.[448] Hours later, President Bush arrives at the McConnell Air Force Base in Wichita, Kansas[image: External link].[449]


	
June 16 - President Bush speaks about taxes and reform through Congress during his radio address.[450]


	
June 18 - President Bush delivers remarks at a gathering of NCAA Championship Teams in the South Lawn of the White House.[451] President Bush signs into law a reauthorization of the Indian Housing Loan Guarantee Program known as the Native American Home Ownership Opportunity Act of 2007.[452]


	
June 19 - President Bush meets with Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link] Ehud Olmert in the Oval Office of the White House.[453]


	
June 21 - President Bush delivers a speech on energy at the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant in Athens, Alabama[image: External link].[454]


	
June 22 - President Bush meets with President of Vietnam[image: External link] Nguyen Minh Triet[image: External link] at the White House in the Oval Office.[455]


	
June 25 - President Bush gives a speech on the reauthorizing of No Child Left Behind and presidential scholars in the East Room.[456]


	
June 26 - President Bush delivers a speech on immigration reform in Room 350 of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.[457] President Bush issues a memorandum to the Secretaries of State and Defense (Powell and Rumsfeld).[458]


	
June 27 - President Bush delivers remarks at the seventh annual White House Tee Ball Game.[459]


	
June 28 - President Bush announces the nominations of Michael Mullen[image: External link] and James Cartwright[image: External link] for Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Roosevelt Room.[460] President Bush delivers a speech on the War on Terror in the Spruance Auditorium of Naval War College[image: External link] in Newport, Rhode Island[image: External link].[461]


	
June 29 - President Bush issues a statement on Independence Day[image: External link].[462]
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July 1 - President Bush says that he has a press conference the following day after being asked about the Glasgow Airport attack[image: External link] while at Walker's Point in Kennebunkport, Maine.[463]


	
July 2 - President Bush meets with President of Russia[image: External link] Vladimir Putin in at Walker's Port in Kennebunkport[464] and signs an extension of the Andean Trade Preference Act.[465]


	
July 3 - President Bush travels to Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C.,[466] and signs a designation of a facility of the United States Postal Service as the Dr. Francis Townsend Post Office Building in the form of S. 1352[467] and an extension of programs authorized under the Higher Education Act of 1965 through July 31, 2007 in the form of S. 1704.[468]


	
July 17 - President Bush meets with Secretary-General of the United Nations[image: External link] Ban Ki-moon[image: External link] in the Oval Office in the White House.[469]


	
July 18 - President Bush gives a speech on healthcare during an appearance at Man and Machine, Inc. in Landover, Maryland[image: External link].[470]


	
July 19 - President Bush delivers a speech and answers questions on the budget during an appearance at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center in Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link].[471]


	
July 20 - Bush delivers a speech on the military in the Rose Garden.[472]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 October





	
October 18 - President Bush meets with President of Liberia[image: External link] Ellen Johnson Sirleaf[image: External link] in the Oval Office of the White House.[473]


	
October 19 - President Bush delivers a speech on Burma[image: External link] sanctions in the Diplomatic Reception Room in the White House.[474]


	
October 20 - President Bush signs Executive Order 13449 at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum in St. Michael's, Maryland[image: External link].[475]


	
October 21 - Vice President Cheney delivers a speech on foreign relations and its effect on the United States in Lansdowne, Virginia[image: External link].[476]


	
October 22 - President Bush presents Michael P. Murphy[image: External link] with the Medal of Honor in the East Room of the White House.[477]


	
October 23 - President Bush delivers a speech on the international War on Terror at the National Defense University[image: External link] in Washington, D.C..[478] The nominations of James Shinn for Assistant Secretary of Defense and Robert A. Sturgell for Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration are sent to the Senate.[479]


	
October 24 - President Bush delivers an address on the administration's policy toward Cuba at the U.S. Department of State in Washington, D.C..[480]


	
October 25 - President Bush delivers a speech in the Rancho Bernardo Neighborhood in San Diego, California[image: External link].[481]


	
October 26 - President Bush meets with President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link] Joseph Kabila[image: External link] at the White House.[482]


	
October 27 - President Bush discusses California during his radio address.[483]


	
October 29 - President Bush announces the Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients.[484]


	
October 30 - President Bush delivers an address calling on Congress to pass appropriations bills while in the North Lawn of the White House.[485]


	
October 31 - President Bush announces his nomination of Ed Schafer for United States Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link] in the Roosevelt Room.[486]
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November 1 - President Bush delivers a speech on the global war against terrorism at the Heritage Foundation[image: External link] in Washington, D.C..[487]


	
November 2 - President Bush issues a statement expressing sympathies with the families of victims in the Ocean Isle Beach, North Carolina[image: External link] fire.[488]


	
November 3 - President Bush discusses the importance of Judge Michael Mukasey becoming the next United States Attorney General during his radio address.[489]


	
November 5 - President Bush delivers a speech at a ceremony honoring Medial of Freedom recipients in the East Room.[490] President Bush meets with Prime Minister of Turkey[image: External link] Recep Tayyip Erdoğan[image: External link] in the Oval Office at the White House, later in the day holding a joint press conference.[491]


	
November 6 - President Bush delivers a speech on international trade and investment in Room 350 at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Building.[492]


	
November 7 - President Bush and President of France[image: External link] Nicolas Sarkozy[image: External link] hold a joint press conference at Mount Vernon Estate in Mount Vernon, Virginia[image: External link].[493]


	
November 8 - President Bush delivers a speech on supporting service members and the Wounded Warriors Project while at the Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas[image: External link].[494]


	
November 9 - President Bush meets with Chancellor of Germany[image: External link] Angela Merkel at his ranch in Crawford, Texas.[495]


	
November 21 - President Bush announces his plans to nominate Neil Romano for Untied States Assistant Secretary of Labor, Douglas H. Shulman for Commissioner of Internal Revenue at the Department of the Treasury, and seven members to the Board of Governors of the American Red Cross.[496]


	
November 22 - For Thanksgiving[image: External link], President Bush telephones multiple service members to express his appreciation for their volunteerism.[497]


	
November 24 - Bush talks about being thankful for others during his radio address.[498]


	
November 25 - President Bush releases a public statement on the upcoming arrival of Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link] Ehud Olmert and the Annapolis Conference[image: External link].[499]


	
November 26 - President Bush meets with Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link] Ehud Olmert at the White House. The two deliver public remarks in a joint appearance afterward.[500] President Bush releases a statement praising Trent Lott[image: External link] and his Senate career, the latter having announced earlier in the day that he would resign by the end of the year.[501]


	
November 27 - President Bush attends the Annapolis Conference[image: External link] in Annapolis, Maryland[image: External link], delivering a speech there.[502]


	
November 28 - President Bush delivers short remarks on the Annapolis Conference[image: External link] in the Rose Garden of the White House.[503]


	
November 29 - President Bush delivers a speech on funding the war on terror at the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link].[504]


	
November 30 - Acknowledging the following day as being World AIDS Day, President Bush delivers a speech on HIV/AIDS at Calvary United Methodist Church in Mount Airy, Maryland[image: External link].[505] President Bush declares a major disaster within Indiana[image: External link] and orders federal aid.[506]
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December 1 - Bush talks about Congress and their needing to pass legislation having to do with the ongoing Iraq War when they return from recess during his radio address.[507]


	
December 3 - President Bush issues a statement wishing "all people of the Jewish faith a Happy Hanukkah[image: External link]."[508]


	
December 4 - President Bush holds a press conference where he stresses the importance of Congress in the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room[image: External link].[509] Bush issues a statement on Congress having designated December 7 as "National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day".[510]


	
December 5 - President Bush attends a healthcare meeting at the One World Community Health Center in Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link].[511]


	
December 8 - President Bush announces Oregon[image: External link] has a major disaster within it and has ordered federal aid.[512]


	
December 10 - President Bush meets with Judaism-practicing individuals and announces his recognition of the day as International Human Rights Day while speaking in the Roosevelt Room in the White House.[513]


	
December 12 - President Bush announces Missouri[image: External link] is having a state emergency and his order of federal funding to assist in quelling the aforementioned problem.[514]


	
December 13 - President Bush meets with President of Nigeria[image: External link] Umaru Musa Yar'Adua[image: External link] in the Oval Office at the White House and later Bush and Yar'Adua hold a joint press conference during the morning hours.[515]


	
December 14 - President Bush and President of Peru[image: External link] Alan García[image: External link] during a joint appearance at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office Building sign H.R. 3688, which President Bush says will advance "free and fair trade with one of the fastest growing economies in the Western Hemisphere."[516]


	
December 15 - President Bush stresses funding for front line soldiers is America's top priority during his radio address.[517] President Bush issues a statement on the death of Julia Carson[image: External link].[518]


	
December 17 - President Bush delivers a speech on the economy and takes questions from the audience at the Holiday Inn in North Fredericksburg, Virginia.[519]


	
December 18 - President Bush delivers remarks during a visit to Little Sisters of the Poor[image: External link] in Washington, D.C..[520]


	
December 19 - Press Secretary Dana Perino[image: External link] says President Bush and Vice President Cheney were in the West Wing of the White House during the Eisenhower Executive Office Building's fire during a press briefing.[521]


	
December 21 - President Bush issues a statement sending his, First Lady Bush's, and the United States' best wishes to service members.[522]


	
December 22 - President Bush speaks on service members and their families in addition to relating stories about individuals dealing with similar experiences during the holidays while delivering his radio address.[523]


	
December 24 - President Bush makes phone calls to service members stationed abroad on Christmas Eve[image: External link].[524]


	
December 26 - President Bush announces that he has signed H.R. 2764 into law, legislation that he says during the announcement will "fund the Federal Government within the reasonable and responsible spending levels I proposed -- without raising taxes and without the most objectionable policy changes considered by the Congress."[525]


	
December 27 - President Bush publicly addresses the assassination of Benazir Bhutto[image: External link] while in Crawford, Texas.[526]


	
December 28 - President Bush issues a disapproval memorandum on the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008[image: External link], citing that it will "imperil billions of dollars of Iraqi assets at a crucial juncture in that nation's reconstruction efforts and because it would undermine the foreign policy and commercial interests of the United States."[527]


	
December 29 - President Bush reflects on issues of spending and relations with Congress during his radio address.[528]


	
December 31 - President Bush signs into law an amendment of the Freedom of Information Act[image: External link], the Openness Promotes Effectiveness in our National Government Act of 2007 or S. 2488.[529] President Bush releases a statement on the upcoming New Year's Day[image: External link], reflecting on the administration's efforts throughout 2007.[530]
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January 1 - At Texas State Technical College[image: External link], President Bush and First Lady Laura Bush wish Americans "a happy and healthy 2008."[531]


	
January 2 - Bush announces his intent to nominate Jamsheed K. Choksy, Dawn Ho Delbanco, Gary D. Glenn, David Hertz[image: External link], Marvin Bailey Scott, and Carol M. Swain[image: External link] as members of the National Council on the Humanities for terms lasting six years, and Jan Cellucci, William J. Hagenah, and Mark Y. Herring as members of the National Museum and Library Services board for terms lasting five years.[532]


	
January 3 - United States National Security Advisor[image: External link] Stephen Hadley[image: External link] announces Bush will travel to the Middle East in five days to give President Bush a chance "to discuss with Israelis and Palestinians their efforts toward a negotiated peace and achievement of the President's vision of two democratic states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace and security."[533]


	
January 4 - Bush signs S. 2436 for the establishment of commencement of Commissioner of Internal Revenue terms to have a designated date.[534]
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April 1 - Bush holds a joint press conference with President of Ukraine[image: External link] Viktor Yushchenko[image: External link] at the House of Chimaeras in Kyiv, Ukraine[image: External link].[535]


	
April 4 - Noting the fortieth anniversary of the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link], Bush laments that America was "robbed of one of history's most consequential advocates for equality and civil rights" and calls for both mourning of King's death and celebrating his preaching of "justice and hope" in a statement.[536]


	
April 5 - In Croatia[image: External link], President Bush meets with Prime Minister of Croatia[image: External link] Sanader[image: External link].[537]
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October 1 - President Bush meets with General David McKiernan[image: External link] in the Oval Office at the White House. President Bush gives public brief remarks on the meeting during the afternoon hours.[538]


	
October 2 - President Bush meets with American business representatives at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office Building to discuss the Economic Rescue Package, saying afterward, "the House of Representatives must listen to these voices and get this bill passed so we can get about the business of restoring confidence."[539]


	
October 3 – Bush signs the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008.

	
October 4 - President Bush visits his childhood home in Midland, Texas and reflects on his past.[540]


	
October 6 - President Bush delivers a speech on the administration's judicial appointments accomplishments and the economy at the Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza in Cincinnati, Ohio[image: External link].[541]
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November 4 – Democratic[image: External link] Senator Barack Obama wins the 2008 presidential election[image: External link] against Republican[image: External link] Senator John McCain.

	
November 10 – President Bush meets with President-elect Obama at the Oval Office to discuss the transition of power between the presidents[image: External link]. White House spokesman Dana Perino[image: External link] describing the meeting as "friendly" and "relaxed".[542]
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January 15 – Farewell Address to the Nation.

	
January 19 – Last full day as President of the United States.

	
January 20 – Barack Obama is inaugurated as the 44th President of the United States.
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Domestic policy of the George W. Bush Administration






This article discusses the domestic policy of the George W. Bush administration.



TOP
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 Domestic security




Following the September 11 terrorist attacks, the Bush Administration proposed and Congress approved, a series of laws stated to be necessary in prosecuting the "War on Terror." These included a wide variety of surveillance programs, some of which came under heavy fire from civil liberties interest groups that criticized the new regulations for infringing upon certain civil liberties. The administration has also been criticized for refusing to back various security measures relating to port security in 2003 and 2004 and vetoing all US$[image: External link]39 million for the 2002 Container Security Initiative[image: External link].
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 Diversity and civil rights
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 Faith-based initiatives




In early 2001, President Bush worked with Republicans in Congress to pass legislation[image: External link] changing the way the federal government[image: External link] regulated[image: External link], taxed and funded charities[image: External link] and non-profit initiatives run by religious[image: External link] organizations[image: External link]. Although prior to the legislation it was possible for these organizations to receive federal assistance, the new legislation removed reporting requirements, which required the organizations to separate their charitable functions from their religious functions. Bush also created the White House Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives[image: External link].[1] Days into his first term, Bush announced his commitment to channeling more federal aid to faith-based service organizations. Bush created the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives to assist faith-based service organizations. Critics claimed that this was an infringement of the separation of church and state[image: External link].[2][3]
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 LGBT issues




As Governor of Texas, Bush had opposed efforts to repeal the criminal prohibition on "homosexual conduct", the same law that the United States Supreme Court overturned in 2003, Lawrence v. Texas[image: External link]. During the 2000 campaign he did not endorse a single piece of gay rights[image: External link] legislation, although he did meet with an approved group of Log Cabin Republicans, a first for a Republican presidential candidate.[4]

In his first four years of office, his views on gay rights[image: External link] were often difficult to ascertain, but many experts feel that the Bush White House wanted to avoid bad publicity without alienating evangelical conservative Christian voters. Thus, he did not repeal President Clinton's Executive Order banning discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in the federal civilian government, but its critics felt it was being ignored.[5] He did not attempt to repeal Don't ask, don't tell[image: External link], nor make an effort to change it. He threatened to veto the Matthew Shepard Act[image: External link], which would have included sexual orientation[image: External link] in hate crimes.

While President Bush had always been on record as opposing the legal[image: External link] recognition of same-sex marriages, the 2004 Republican campaign strategy was to focus on "value issues" such as a Federal Marriage Amendment, that would prohibit same-sex couples from obtaining any legal recognition. President Bush endorsed this proposed amendment, but late in the campaign told ABC News[image: External link] and Larry King[image: External link] that he did not have a problem with state legislators enacting some type of civil unions[image: External link] legislation, although critics charged that the constitutional amendment he endorsed did not permit recognition of such unions.

Bush still expressed support for the Federal Marriage Amendment in his February 2, 2005 State of the Union address and during the 2006 midterm election, but given that it did not even receive majority support in the Senate, has ignored this issue in his most recent public statements and speeches.

Bush was the first Republican president to appoint an openly gay[image: External link] man to serve in his administration, Scott Evertz[image: External link], as director of the Office of National AIDS Policy.[6] In addition, during Bush's first term, his nominee as ambassador to Romania, Michael E. Guest[image: External link], became the first openly gay man to be confirmed by the Senate as a U.S. ambassador. The first openly gay ambassador, James Hormel[image: External link], received a recess appointment[image: External link] from Bill Clinton after the Senate failed to confirm the nomination.
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 Racial diversity




According to a CNN exit poll, Bush's support from African-Americans[image: External link] increased during his presidency from 9% of the black vote in 2000 to 11% in 2004.[7] An increase in Ohio (from 9% to 16%,[7] each ± about 5%) may have helped give the victory to Bush over Kerry[image: External link].

Although Bush expressed appreciation for the Supreme Court's ruling upholding the selection of college[image: External link] applicants for purposes of diversity[image: External link], his Administration filed briefs against it. Bush has said he opposes government sanctioned and enforced quotas and racial preferences, but that the private and public sector should be encouraged to reach out to accomplished minorities to increase employment diversity.

In August 2005, a report by the United States Commission on Civil Rights[image: External link] states that "the government fails to seriously consider race-neutral alternatives as the Constitution requires."[8] Chairman Gerald A. Reynolds[image: External link] explained, "Federal agencies do not independently evaluate, conduct research, collect data, or periodically review programs to determine whether race-neutral strategies will provide an adequate alternative to race-conscious programs." Civil rights groups expressed concern that the report was an attack on affirmative action inconsistent with Grutter v. Bollinger[image: External link].

In his first term, Bush appointed Colin Powell[image: External link] as Secretary of State. Powell was the first African-American[image: External link] man to serve in that position, and was succeeded by Condoleezza Rice: Rice became the first African-American woman to hold the post. In 2005, he appointed Alberto Gonzales as the United States Attorney General[image: External link], the first Hispanic[image: External link] to hold that position.

Bush met with the National Urban League[image: External link], the nation's oldest civil rights organization during his term of office as well.
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 Genetic Non-Discrimination




President George W. Bush signed into law the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA).[9][10] The bill protects Americans against discrimination based on their genetic information when it comes to health insurance and employment. The issue had been debated for 13 years before becoming law. It is designed to protect citizens while not hindering genetic research.
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 Science




On December 19, 2002, Bush signed into law H. R. 4664, far-reaching legislation to put the National Science Foundation (NSF) on a track to double its budget over five years and to create new mathematics[image: External link] and science[image: External link] education[image: External link] initiatives at both the pre-college and undergraduate[image: External link] level.[11] In the first three years of those five, the R&D budget has increased by fourteen percent.[12][13] Bush has long been dogged by criticism that his administration ignores or suppresses scientific advice.[14] Bush showed support for oceanography[image: External link] and space exploration[image: External link]; and supported sciences on reducing pollution. Bush generally was opposed to biology[image: External link] especially the science of human reproduction[image: External link] and reproductive health[image: External link]; and science with global warming. Bush supported "Teach the Controversy[image: External link]". Bush's positions were not always shared by his party.[image: External link]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Stem cell research




President Bush supported adult stem cell research and umbilical cord blood stem cell research. However, Bush opposed any new embryonic stem cell research[image: External link], and had limited the federal funding of existing research. Federal funding for embryonic stem cell research was first approved under President Clinton on January 19, 1999,[citation needed[image: External link]] but no money was to be spent until the guidelines were published. The guidelines were released under Clinton on August 23, 2000.[citation needed[image: External link]] They allowed use of unused frozen embryos[image: External link]. On August 9, 2001, before any funding was granted under these guidelines, Bush announced modifications to the guidelines to allow use of only existing stem cell lines.[15] While Bush claimed that more than 60 embryonic stem cell lines already existed from privately funded research[image: External link], scientists in 2003 said there were only 11 usable lines, and in 2005 that all lines approved for Federal funding are contaminated and unusable.[16] Adult stem cell funding was not restricted and was supported by President Bush as a more viable means of research.
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 Space exploration




On January 14, 2004, Bush announced a Vision for Space Exploration[image: External link],[17] calling for the completion of the International Space Station[image: External link] by 2010 and the retirement of the space shuttle[image: External link] while developing a new spacecraft[image: External link] called the Crew Exploration Vehicle[image: External link] under the title Project Constellation[image: External link]. The CEV would be used to return American astronauts[image: External link] to the Moon[image: External link] by 2018, with the objective of establishing a permanent lunar base[image: External link], and eventually sending future manned missions to Mars[image: External link].[18] To this end, the plan proposes that NASA[image: External link]'s budget increase by five percent every year until it is capped at US$18 billion[image: External link] in 2008, with only inflationary increases thereafter.[19] The planned retirement of the Space Shuttle[image: External link] fleet in 2010 after the ISS is completed is also expected to free up US$5 billion to US$6 billion a year. The US$16.2 billion budget for 2005 proposed by NASA met with resistance from House and Senate spending committees, and the initiative was little-mentioned during the presidential campaign.[20] Nonetheless, the budget was approved with only minor changes shortly after the November elections.

Supporters believe that this plan will be an important part of what Bush set in place while in office. However, the policy has been criticized on two fronts. Firstly, critics have opined that the United States should deal with solving domestic issues before concentrating on space exploration. Secondly, of the funding over the next five years that Bush has proposed, only US$1 billion will be in new appropriations while the remaining US$11 billion will be reallocated from NASA[image: External link]'s other programs, and therefore inadequate to fully realize this vision. Most of the spending for the new program, and most of the budget cuts for existing programs, are scheduled after the last year of the Bush presidency. It is unclear how the space vision will be reconciled with budgetary concerns in the longer term.

In January 2005, the White House released a new Space Transportation Policy fact sheet[21] which outlined the administration's space policy in broad terms and tied the development of space transport capabilities to national security requirements.
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 Environment




Further information: Environmental policy of the United States during the Bush administration[image: External link]


In December 2003, Bush signed legislation implementing key provisions of his Healthy Forests Initiative[image: External link]. Another subject of controversy is Bush's Clear Skies Initiative[image: External link], which seeks to reduce air pollution[image: External link] through expansion of emissions trading.

Bush signed the Great Lakes Legacy Act of 2002 authorizing the federal government to begin cleaning up pollution[image: External link] and contaminated sediment in the Great Lakes[image: External link], as well as the Brownfields Legislation[image: External link] in 2002, accelerating the cleanup of abandoned industrial sites, or brownfields[image: External link], to better protect public health, create jobs, and revitalize communities.

Bush stated his reason for not supporting the Kyoto Protocol was that it unfairly targeted the United States while being deliberately lenient with certain developing countries, especially China[image: External link] and India[image: External link]. Bush stated, "The world's second-largest emitter of greenhouse gases[image: External link] is China. Yet, China was entirely exempted from the requirements of the Kyoto Protocol."

Bush also questioned the science behind the global warming phenomenon, insisting that more research be done to determine its validity.[22]

Further information: Kyoto protocol § United States[image: External link]
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 Global warming




Main article: Climate change policy of the George W. Bush administration[image: External link]


Upon arriving in office in 2001, President Bush withdrew United States support of the then-pending Kyoto Protocol, a UN[image: External link] Convention seeking to impose mandatory targets for reducing "greenhouse gas" emissions. Bush stated that human activity had not been proven to be the cause and cited concerns about the treaty's impact on the U.S. economy and pointed out that China and India had not signed on.[23] The Protocol entered into force on 16 February 2005. As of September 2011, 191 states have signed and ratified[image: External link] the protocol.[24] The only remaining signatory not to have ratified the protocol is the United States.

In 2002, the Bush Administration's EPA[image: External link] issued a Climate Action Report concluding that the climate changes observed over several decades "are likely mostly due to human activities, but we cannot rule out that some significant part of these changes is also a reflection of natural variability".[25] While the EPA report was initially hailed by some environmentalists critical of the Bush administration as a "180-degree turn on the science" reversing "everything the president has said about global warming since he took office," within days President Bush dismissed the report as being "put out by the bureaucracy," and reaffirmed his opposition to the Kyoto Protocol.[25]

The Bush Administration's stance on global warming, and in particular its questioning the consensus of scientists, would remain controversial in the scientific and environmental communities during his presidency. In 2004, the Director of NASA[image: External link]'s Goddard Institute, James E. Hansen[image: External link], came out publicly and harshly accusing the Administration of misinforming the public by suppressing the scientific evidence of the dangers of greenhouse gases, saying the Bush Administration wanted to hear only scientific results that "fit predetermined, inflexible positions" and edited reports to make the dangers sound less threatening in what he asserted was "direct opposition to the most fundamental precepts of science."[26][27] Other experts, such as former U.S. Department of Energy[image: External link] official Joseph Romm[image: External link], have decried the Bush administration as a "denier and delayer" of government action essential to reduce carbon emissions[image: External link] and deter global warming.[28]

In 2005, Council on Environmental Quality[image: External link] chairman and former oil industry lobbyist Philip Cooney[image: External link], was accused of doctoring and watering down descriptions of climate research from other government agencies. The White House denied these reports.[29] Two days later, Cooney announced his resignation[30] and conceded his role in altering the reports. "My sole loyalty was to the President and advancing the policies of his administration," he told the United States House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform[image: External link].[31][32]

In addition, the administration thanked Exxon[image: External link] executives for the company's "active involvement" in helping to determine climate change policy, including the US stance on Kyoto.[33]

President Bush believes that global warming is real[34] and has said that he has consistently noted that global warming is a serious problem but asserted there is a "debate over whether it's manmade or naturally caused" and maintained that regardless of that debate his administration was working on plans to make America less dependent on foreign oil "for economic and national security reasons."[35]

The United States has signed the Asia Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate[image: External link], a pact that allows signatory countries to set goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions individually, but with no enforcement mechanism. Republican Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link], along with 187 mayors from US towns and cities, have pledged to adopt Kyoto style legal limits on greenhouse gas emissions.[36]
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 Drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge




For economic and national security reasons, Bush supported Alaska[image: External link] Senator Ted Stevens' plan to tap the oil[image: External link] reserves in a 2,000-acre (8 km2) area of Alaska's 19 million acre (77,000 km²) Arctic National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link]. Pro-exploration supporters argue that U.S. companies have the most stringent environmental requirements, and that by doing the drilling in the middle of the winter, it would create a very small environmental footprint.[37]

Opponents stated that drilling would damage the coastal plain's fragile ecosystem and its wildlife. Proponents stated that modern techniques can extract the oil without damaging the environment [38]
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 The Clear Skies Act of 2003




Initially announced by President Bush in 2002,[39] the Clear Skies Initiative[image: External link] was aimed at amending the Clean Air Act to further reduce air pollution and expanded the emissions trading programs to include new pollutants such as mercury[image: External link]. The goal of the initiative was to reduce the sulfur dioxide[image: External link], nitrogen oxide[image: External link], and mercury emissions of power plants over the course of 15 years, while saving consumers millions of dollars.[39]

Among other things, the Clear Skies Act states that it would:[40][41][42]


	Cut mercury[image: External link] emissions by 69 percent, - the first-ever national cap on mercury emissions. Emissions will be cut from current emissions of 48 tons to a cap of 26 tons in 2010, and 15 tons in 2018.

	Cut emissions of nitrogen oxide[image: External link] (NOx) by 67 percent, from emissions of 5 million tons to a cap of 2.1 million tons in 2008, and to 1.7 million tons in 2018

	Cut sulfur dioxide[image: External link] (SO2) emissions by 73 percent, from emissions of 11 million tons to a cap of 4.5 million tons in 2010, and 3 million tons in 2018.

	Emission caps will be set to account for different air quality needs in the East[image: External link] and the West[image: External link].

	Section 483 of the Bill exempt some older building from many of the provisions of the Bill, but must still meet carbon monoxide[image: External link] standards.



The Natural Resources Defense Council, and its more than 500,000 members, examined the administration proposal and concluded it would harm public health, weaken current pollution fighting programs and worsen global warming. S. 385, the administration's bill to amend the Clean Air Act would: 1. Allow power plant pollution to continue to inflict huge, avoidable health damages on the public. 2. Repeal or interfere with major health and air quality safeguards in current law. 3. Worsen global warming by ignoring CO2 emissions from the power sector.[43]
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 Education
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 No Child Left Behind




In January 2002, Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act, with Democratic Senator Ted Kennedy as chief sponsor,[44] which aims to close the achievement gap, measures student[image: External link] performance, provides options to parents with children in low-performing schools[image: External link], and targets more federal funding to low-income schools. Critics, including Senator John Kerry and the National Education Association[image: External link], say schools were not given the resources to help meet new standards, although their argument is based on premise that authorization levels are spending promises instead of spending caps. The House Committee on Education and the Workforce[image: External link] said that the Department of Education's overall funding increased by US$14 billion since the enactment of NCLB in fiscal year 2001, going from US$42.6 billion to US$56.6 billion in fiscal year 2005.[citation needed[image: External link]] Some state governments are refusing to implement provisions of the act as long as they are not adequately funded.[45]

In January 2005, USA Today reported that the United States Department of Education[image: External link] had paid US$240,000 to African-American conservative[image: External link] political commentator[image: External link] Armstrong Williams[image: External link] "to promote the law on his nationally syndicated[image: External link] television[image: External link] show and to urge other black[image: External link] journalist[image: External link] to do the same."[46] Williams did not disclose the payments.

The House Education and Workforce Committee[image: External link] stated, "As a result of the No Child Left Behind Act, signed by Bush on January 8, 2002, the Federal government today is spending more money on elementary and High School[image: External link] (K-12) education[image: External link] than at any other time in the history of the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]] Funding increases have to a large degree been offset at the state level by increased costs associated with implementing NCLB, as well as the impacts of the economic downturn on education budgets.
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Main article: Economic policy of the George W. Bush administration


According to the National Bureau of Economic Research[image: External link], the economy suffered from a recession[image: External link] that lasted from March 2001 to November 2001. During the Bush Administration, Real GDP[image: External link] has grown at an average annual rate of 2.5%.[47]

Inflation[image: External link] under Bush has remained near historic lows at about 2-3% per year. The recession and a drop in some prices led to concern about deflation[image: External link] from mid-2001 to late-2003. More recently, high oil prices[image: External link] have caused concern about increasing inflation.

Long-term problems include inadequate investment in economic infrastructure, rapidly rising medical and pension costs of an aging population, sizable trade[image: External link] and budget deficits[image: External link]. Under the Bush administration, productivity has grown by an average of 3.76% per year, the highest such average in ten years.[48]

While the GDP recovered from a recession that some claim Bush inherited from the previous administration,[49] poverty[image: External link] has since worsened according to the Census Bureau[image: External link]. The percentage of the population below the poverty level increased in each of Bush's first four years, while it decreased for each of the prior seven years to an 11-year low. Although the poverty level increased the increase was still lower from 2000 to 2002 than it was from 1992 to 1997, which reached a peak of 39.3% in 1993. In 2002 the poverty rate was 34.6% which was almost equal to the rate in 1998, which was 34.5%. Poverty was at 12.7% in 2004.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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President Bush won passage for two major tax cuts[image: External link] during his term in office: The Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 and the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003. Collectively, they became known, analyzed, and debated as the "Bush tax cuts".

The cuts, scheduled to expire a decade after passage, increased the standard income tax deduction[image: External link] for married couples, eliminated the estate tax[image: External link], and reduced marginal tax rates[image: External link]. Bush asked Congress to make the tax cuts permanent, but others wanted the cuts to be wholly or partially repealed even before their scheduled expiration, seeing the decrease in revenue while increasing spending as fiscally irresponsible.

Bush's supporters claim that the tax cuts increase the pace of economic recovery and job creation. They also claim that total benefits to wealthier individuals are a reflection of higher taxes paid. Individual income tax rate provisions in the 2001 law, for instance, created larger marginal tax rate decreases for people earning less than US$12,000 than any other earners.[50]

His opponents contest job prediction claims, primarily noting that the increase in job creation predicted by Bush's plan failed to materialize. They instead allege that the purpose of the tax cuts was intended to favor the wealthy and special interests, as the majority of benefit from the tax cut, in absolute terms, went to earners in the higher tax brackets. Bush's opponents additionally claim that the tax cuts are a major reason Bush reversed a national surplus[image: External link] into a historically large deficit[image: External link].

In an open letter to Bush in 2004, more than 100 professors of business and economics at U.S. business schools ascribed this "fiscal reversal" to Bush's "policy of slashing taxes - primarily for those at the upper reaches of the income distribution."[51]

By 2004, these cuts had reduced federal tax revenues, as a percentage of the Gross Domestic Product[image: External link], to the lowest level since 1959. With the NASDAQ crash and one quarter of negative growth in 2000 it was likely we were headed into a recession,[52] yet merely two years after the 2003 Bush tax cuts, federal revenues (in dollars) had reached a record high.[53] The effect of simultaneous record increases in spending and tax reductions was to create record budget deficits in absolute terms, though as recently as 1993, the deficit was slightly larger than the current 3.6% of the GDP. In the last year of the Clinton administration, the federal budget showed an annual surplus of more than US$230 billion.[54] Under Bush, the government returned to deficit spending[image: External link]. The annual deficit reached an absolute record of US$374 billion in 2003 and then a further record of $413 billion in 2004.[55][56]
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President Bush expanded public spending by 70 percent, more than double the increase under President Clinton. Bush was the first president in 176 years to continue an entire term without vetoing any legislation.[57]

The tax cuts, recession, and increases in outlays all contributed to record budget deficits[image: External link] during the Bush administration. The annual deficit reached record current-dollar levels of US$374 billion in 2003 and US$413 billion in 2004. National debt, the cumulative total of yearly deficits, rose from US$5.7 trillion[image: External link] (58% of GDP) to US$8.3 trillion (67% of GDP) under Bush,[citation needed[image: External link]] as compared to the US$2.7 trillion total debt owed when Ronald Reagan left office, which was 52% of the GDP.[58]

According to the "baseline" forecast of federal revenue and spending by the Congressional Budget Office (in its January 2005 Baseline Budget Projections),[59] the budget deficits will decrease over the next several years. In this projection the deficit will fall to US$368 billion in 2005, US$261 billion in 2007, and US$207 billion in 2009, with a small surplus by 2012. The CBO noted, however, that this projection "omits a significant amount of spending that will occur this year — and possibly for some time to come — for U.S. military[image: External link] operations in Iraq and Afghanistan[image: External link] and for other activities related to the global War on Terrorism[image: External link]." The projection also assumes that the Bush tax cuts "will expire as scheduled on December 31, 2010." If, as Bush has urged, the tax cuts were to be extended, then "the budget outlook for 2015 would change from a surplus of US$141 billion to a deficit of US$282 billion." Other economists have disputed this, arguing that the CBO does not use dynamic scoring, to take into account what effect tax cuts would have on the economy.

Federal spending in constant dollars increased under Bush by 26% in his first four and a half years. Non-defense spending increased 18% in that time.[60] Of the US$2.4 trillion budgeted for 2005, about US$450 billion are planned to be spent on defense. This level is generally comparable to the defense spending during the cold war[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Congress approved US$87 billion for Iraq and Afghanistan in November, and had approved an earlier US$79 billion package last spring. Most of those funds were for U.S. military operations in the two countries.

Former President Clinton's last budget featured an increase of 16% on domestic non security discretionary spending. Growth under President Bush was cut to 6.2% in his first budget, 5.5% in his second, 4.3% in his third, and 2.2% in his fourth.
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Bush supports free trade policies and legislation but has resorted to protectionist policies on occasion. Tariffs[image: External link] on imported steel[image: External link] imposed by the White House in March 2002 were lifted after the World Trade Organization ruled them illegal. Bush explained that the safeguard measures had "achieved their purpose", and "as a result of changed economic circumstances", it was time to lift them.[61]

President Bush signed the Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] into law on August 2, 2005. The agreement is designed to create a free trade zone[image: External link] similar to the one embodied in the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link].
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Some say economic regulation expanded rapidly during the Bush administration. President Bush is described by these observers as the biggest regulator since President Richard Nixon.[62] Bush administration increased the number of new pages in the Federal Registry, a proxy for economic regulation, from 64,438 new pages in 2001 to 78,090 in new pages in 2007, a record amount of regulation.[62] Economically significant regulations, defined as regulations which cost more than $100 million a year, increased by 70%.[62]

Spending on regulation increased by 62% from $26.4 billion to $42.7 billion.[62]

The contrary view on Bush's regulatory record is that he discouraged regulators from enforcing regulations and that counting pages in the Federal Register is a myopic method of measuring an administration's regulatory stance. The 2008 financial crisis occurred near the end of the Bush second term and represented an enormous failure for financial deregulation. see http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/20/business/worldbusiness/20iht-prexy.4.16321064.html[image: External link]
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Looking at the annual average unemployment rates for each of the eight years of Bush's presidency, the average of all eight figures, and thus of his entire presidency, is 5.26%, with a low of 4.6% for the years of 2006 and 2007, and a high of 6.0% for 2003.[63]

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the number of unemployed was nearly 6.0 million in January 2001 and 6.9 million in September 2006. The unemployment rate was 4.2% in January 2001, 4.6% in September 2006, and 7.2% in December 2008. Employment peaked in late 1999 and declined through 2008.[64]

The Current Population Survey[image: External link] (aka Household Survey) measures the percentage of the population that is employed and unemployed. The result can be multiplied by population estimates to get total employment estimates. This survey has the advantage over the payroll survey in that it includes self-employed. The Household Survey is less accurate in producing total numbers since it requires population estimates and in that it samples many fewer people (60,000 households versus 400,000 business establishments). For better or worse, the Household Survey counts multiple jobs held by one person only once, and it includes government workers, farm workers, unpaid family workers, and workers absent without pay. The Household Survey indicates that the percentage of the population employed decreased from 64.4% in December 2000 and January 2001 to 62.1% in August and September 2003. By August 2005, it had recovered only to 62.9%. In absolute numbers, this corresponds to a drop of 1.6 million jobs but an eventual net gain of 4.7 million jobs during the Bush administration.[65] Private sector employment, as measured by private nonfarm payrolls, shrank over the 8 years of the George W. Bush presidency. There were modest gains in private-sector payroll employment during his first term, but these were more than offset by the shedding of workers by the private sector in his second term. There were 463,000 fewer private-sector payroll jobs when he left office than when he came into office. See: http://www.calculatedriskblog.com/2015/07/public-and-private-sector-payroll-jobs.html[image: External link]
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In 2004, a full chapter on Iraq's economy was excised from the Economic Report of the President[image: External link], in part because it doesn't fit the "feel good" tone of the writing, according to White House officials.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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In July 2002, Bush cut off U.S. funding to the United Nations Population Fund[image: External link] (UNFPA). Bush stated that the UNFPA supported forced abortions[image: External link] and sterilizations[image: External link] in the People's Republic of China[image: External link].[66]

Bush signed the Medicare Act of 2003, which added prescription drug coverage to Medicare (United States), subsidized[image: External link] pharmaceutical corporations, and prohibited the Federal government from negotiating discounts with drug companies.

Bush signed the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act in 2003, having declared his aim to "promote a culture of life[image: External link]".
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Main article: Social Security debate (United States)[image: External link]


Bush is an advocate of the partial privatization of Social Security wherein an individual would be free to invest a portion of his Social Security taxes in personal retirement accounts.

Bush has called for major changes in Social Security, identifying the system's projected insolvency as a priority early in his second term. From January through April 2005, he toured the country, stopping in over 50 cities across the nation warning of an impending "crisis". Initially, President Bush emphasized his proposal for personalized accounts would allow individual workers to invest a portion of their Social Security Tax ( FICA[image: External link]) into secured investments. The main advantage of personal accounts within Social Security is to allow workers to own the money they place into retirement that cannot be taken away by political whims.

Most Democrats and some Republicans are critical of such ideas, partly because of the large (US$1 trillion or more) federal borrowing the plan would require, which might actually worsen the imbalance between revenues[image: External link] and expenses[image: External link] that Bush pointed to as a looming problem; and partly because of the problems encountered by the United Kingdom[image: External link]'s privatized pension plan. See Social Security debate (United States)[image: External link]. In addition, many Democrats opposed changes that they felt were turning Social Security into a welfare[image: External link] program that would be politically vulnerable. Portions of Bush's bill exempting private companies from social security payments have led to complaints that Bush's plan was created to benefit private companies, and that it would turn Social Security into just another insurance program.
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George W. Bush is a strong supporter of capital punishment[image: External link]. During his tenure as Governor of Texas, 152 people were executed in that state[image: External link], maintaining its record as the leading state in executions[image: External link].[67] As President of the United States, he has continued in his support for capital punishment, including presiding over the first federal execution in decades, that of convicted terrorist Timothy McVeigh[image: External link]. Although Bush's support of the death penalty is known, controversy broke in 1999 when journalist Tucker Carlson[image: External link] revealed that the Governor had mocked the plight of Karla Faye Tucker[image: External link] in an interview.
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On his first day in office, President Bush implemented the Mexico City Policy[image: External link]; this policy required nongovernmental organizations receiving federal funds to agree not to perform abortions or to actively promote abortion as a method of family planning in other nations.[68][69] In 2002, President Bush signed the Born-Alive Infants Protection Act[image: External link], which extends legal protection to infants born alive after failed attempts at induced abortion.[70] Also in 2002, President Bush withdrew funding from the United Nations Population Fund[image: External link] based on a finding that UNPF's activities facilitated China's one-child-only/forced abortion policy.[71] In 2003, President Bush signed the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act[image: External link] into law;[72] that law was later upheld by the Supreme Court of the United States in Gonzales v. Carhart[image: External link].[73] President Bush signed the Unborn Victims of Violence Act[image: External link] (Laci and Conner's Law), which provides that a person who commits certain federal violent crimes and thereby causes the death of, or bodily injury to, a fetus shall be guilty of a separate offense, whether or not the person knew the mother was pregnant or intended to harm the fetus.[74]
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Bush staunchly opposes euthanasia[image: External link]. He supported Ashcroft's decision to file suit against the voter-approved Oregon Death with Dignity Act[image: External link], which was ultimately decided by the Supreme Court in favor of the Oregon law.[75] As governor of Texas, however, Bush had signed a law which gave hospitals the authority to take terminally ill patients off of life support[image: External link] against the wishes of their spouse or parents, if the doctors deemed it medically appropriate.[76] This became an issue in 2005, when the President signed controversial legislation forwarded and voted on by only three members of the Senate to initiate federal intervention in the Terri Schiavo case[image: External link].[77]
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Bush signed the Amber Alert[image: External link] legislation into law on April 30, 2003, which was developed to quickly alert the general public about child abductions[image: External link] using various media sources.[78] On July 27, 2006 Bush signed the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act[image: External link] which establishes a national database requiring all convicted sex offenders to register[image: External link] their current residency and related details on a monthly instead of the previous yearly basis. Newly convicted sex offenders will also face longer mandatory incarceration[image: External link] periods.[79]
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On June 15, 2006, Bush created the seventy-fifth, and largest, National Monument[image: External link] in U.S. history and the largest Marine Protected Area[image: External link] in the world with the formation of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands National Monument[image: External link].[80]
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The Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003[image: External link] (PREA) is the first United States federal law passed dealing with the sexual assault of prisoners[image: External link]. The bill was signed into law on September 4, 2003. As a result, the National Prison Rape Elimination Commission[image: External link] was created to study the problem and recommend solutions. Federal funding for prisons also began to require detainment facilities to keep records on sexual assault. Failure to follow PREA requirements resulted in losing up to 5% of funding. New grants to prevent sexual assault were also created by the law. Significant support for the act came from Human Rights Watch[image: External link], Concerned Women for America[image: External link], Just Detention International[image: External link], and numerous evangelical organizations.
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In 2005-06, Bush emphasized the need for comprehensive energy reform and proposed increased funding for research and development of renewable sources of energy such as hydrogen power[image: External link], nuclear power, ethanol[image: External link], and clean coal technologies[image: External link]. Bush proposed the American Competitiveness Initiative[image: External link] which seeks to support increasing competitiveness of the U.S. economy, with greater development of advanced technologies, as well as greater education and support for American students. In the 2007 State of the Union speech, President Bush proposed a 20:10 policy, where, as a nation, the United States would be working to reduce 20% of the national energy usage in next 10 years by converting to ethanol.
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Bush's imposition of a tariff on imported steel[image: External link] and on Canadian softwood lumber[image: External link] was controversial in light of his advocacy of free market[image: External link] policies[image: External link] in other areas; this attracted criticism both from his fellow conservatives[image: External link][ who?[image: External link]] and from nations affected[ who?[image: External link]].[citation needed[image: External link]] The steel tariff was later rescinded under pressure from the World Trade Organization. A negotiated settlement to the softwood lumber dispute was reached in April 2006, and the historic seven-year deal was finalized on July 1, 2006.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Economic policy of the George W. Bush Administration





The economic policy of the George W. Bush administration was characterized by significant income tax cuts in 2001 and 2003, the implementation of Medicare Part D[image: External link] in 2003, increased military spending for two wars, a housing bubble that contributed to the subprime mortgage crisis of 2007-2008, and the Great Recession that followed. Economic performance during the period was adversely affected by two recessions, in 2001 and 2007-2009.
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 Overview




President Bush was in office January 2001-January 2009, a complex and challenging economic and budgetary time. In addition to two recessions (2001 and the Great Recession of 2007-2009), the U.S. faced a housing bubble and bust, two wars, and the rise of Asian competitors, mainly China, which entered the World Trade Organization (WTO) in December 2001.

During his first term (2001–2004), President Bush sought and obtained Congressional approval for the Bush tax cuts, which mainly comprised the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 (EGTRRA) and the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003 (JGTRRA). These acts decreased many income tax rates, reduced the capital gains tax, increased the child tax credit[image: External link] and eliminated the so-called "marriage penalty", and were set to expire in 2010, while increasing federal deficits by an estimated 1.5% to 2.0% GDP each year.[1] Among the many stated rationales for the large income tax cuts of 2001 and 2003 was the 2001 recession, which followed the bursting of the Dot-com bubble in late 2000 and early 2001. Further, some influential conservatives such as Alan Greenspan believed that the nearly $5 trillion in budget surpluses forecast by the CBO for the 2002-2011 period should be given back to taxpayers rather than used to pay down the national debt.

The U.S. responded to the destruction of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001[image: External link] with the invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link] shortly thereafter. The invasion of Iraq followed in 2003. Military expenditures approximately doubled in nominal dollars to pay for these wars, rising from around $300 billion in 2001 to $600 billion in 2008.

While President Bush generally continued the deregulatory[image: External link] approach of his predecessor President Clinton, an important exception was the Sarbanes–Oxley Act[image: External link] of 2002, which followed high-profile corporate scandals at Enron[image: External link], World Com[image: External link], and Tyco International[image: External link], among others. It required auditors to be more independent of the firms they audit, corporations to rigorously test their financial reporting controls, and top executives to attest to the accuracy of corporate financial statements, among many other measures.

Regarding entitlement programs, President Bush signed Medicare Part D[image: External link] into law in 2003, significantly expanding that program, although without new sources of tax revenue. However, an attempt to privatize the Social Security program was unsuccessful in his second term.

His second term (2005-2008) was characterized by the housing bubble peak and bust, followed by the worsening subprime mortgage crisis and Great Recession. Responses to the crisis included the $700 billion TARP program[image: External link] to bailout damaged financial institutions, loans to help bailout the auto industry crisis[image: External link], and bank debt guarantees[image: External link]. The vast majority of these funds were later recovered, as banks and auto companies paid back the government.

Economic performance overall suffered as a result of the 2001 and 2007-2009 recessions. Real GDP growth averaged a mediocre 1.8% from Q1 2001 to Q4 2008.[2] Job creation averaged 95,000 private sector jobs per month,[3] measured from February 2001 to January 2009, the least of any President since 1970. Job creation during the 2001-2007 period was slow by historical standards and arguably unsustainable, as nearly all the net job creation was reversed during the subsequent Great Recession. The employment recoveries from both the 2001 and 2007-2009 recessions were protracted; the peak employment level for private sector workers in January 2008 was not regained until 2014. Income inequality continued to worsen pre-tax (a trend since 1980) and was accelerated after-tax by the Bush tax cuts, which dis-proportionally benefited higher-income taxpayers who pay the majority of income taxes.

The U.S. national debt[image: External link] grew significantly from 2001 to 2009, both in dollar terms and relative to the size of the economy (GDP), due to a combination of tax cuts, wars and recessions. Measured for fiscal years 2001-2008, Federal spending under President Bush averaged 19.0% of GDP, just below his predecessor President Bill Clinton at 19.2% GDP, although tax receipts were substantially lower at 17.1% GDP versus 18.4% GDP. Income tax revenues averaged 7.7% GDP under Bush, versus 8.5% GDP under Clinton.[4] The sizable national debt increases during his Administration represented a reversal from a sizable surplus projection by the Congressional Budget Office just prior to his taking office.[5]

As of 2017, a major legacy of President Bush's economic policy were his tax cuts, which were extended indefinitely[image: External link] by President Obama for roughly the bottom 99% of taxpayers, or about 80% of the value of the tax cuts.
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 Tax policy
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 2001 tax cut




See also: Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001


Between 2001 and 2003, the Bush administration instituted a federal tax cut for all taxpayers. Among other changes, the lowest income tax rate was lowered from 15% to 10%, the 27% rate went to 25%, the 30% rate went to 28%, the 35% rate went to 33%, and the top marginal tax rate went from 39.6% to 35%.[6] In addition, the child tax credit went from $500 to $1000, and the "marriage penalty[image: External link]" was reduced. Since the cuts were implemented as part of the annual congressional budget resolution, which protected the bill from filibusters, numerous amendments, and more than 20 hours of debate, it had to include a sunset clause. Unless congress passed legislation making the tax cuts permanent, they were set to expire after the 2010 tax year.

Facing opposition in Congress for an initially proposed $1.6 trillion tax cut (over ten years),[7] Bush held town hall-style public meetings across the nation in 2001 to increase public support for it. Bush and some of his economic advisers argued that unspent government funds should be returned to taxpayers. With reports of the threat of recession, Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan said tax cuts could work but must be offset with spending cuts.[8]

Bush argued that such a tax cut would stimulate the economy and create jobs. In the end, five Senate Democrats crossed party lines to join Republicans in approving a $1.35 trillion[9] tax cut program — one of the largest in U.S. history.
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 2003 cuts and later




See also: Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003


The Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003 (JGTRRA) was passed by the United States Congress[image: External link] on May 23, 2003 and signed into law by President George W. Bush on May 28, 2003. Nearly all of the cuts (individual rates, capital gains, dividends, estate tax) were set to expire after 2010.[10]

Among other provisions, the act accelerated certain tax changes passed in the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001, increased the exemption amount for the individual Alternative Minimum Tax[image: External link], and lowered taxes of income[image: External link] from dividends[image: External link] and capital gains[image: External link]. JGTRRA continued on the precedent established by the 2001 EGTRRA, while increasing tax reductions on investment income from dividends[image: External link] and capital gains[image: External link]. JGTRRA accelerated the gradual rate reduction and increase in credits passed in EGTRRA. The maximum tax rate decreases originally scheduled to be phased into effect in 2006 under EGTRRA were retroactively enacted to apply to the 2003 tax year. Also, the child tax credit was increased to what would have been the 2010 level, and "marriage penalty[image: External link]" relief was accelerated to 2009 levels. In addition, the threshold at which the alternative minimum tax[image: External link] applies was also increased. JGTRRA increased both the percentage rate at which items can be depreciated[image: External link] and the amount a taxpayer may choose to expense under Section 179[image: External link], allowing them to deduct the full cost of the item from their income without having to depreciate the amount.

In addition, the capital gains tax[image: External link] decreased from rates of 8%, 10%, and 20% to 5% and 15%. Capital gains taxes for those currently paying 5% (in this instance, those in the 10% and 15% income tax brackets) are scheduled to be eliminated in 2008. However, capital gains taxes remain at the regular income tax rate for property held less than one year. Certain categories, such as collectibles, remained taxed at existing rates, with a 28% cap. In addition, taxes on "qualified dividends[image: External link]" were reduced to the capital gains levels. "Qualified dividends[image: External link]" includes most income from non-foreign corporations, real estate investment trusts[image: External link], and credit union[image: External link] and bank[image: External link] "dividends" that are nominally interest[image: External link].
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 CBO scoring




The non-partisan Congressional Budget Office has consistently reported that the Bush tax cuts (EGTRRA and JGTRRA) did not pay for themselves and represented a sizable decline in revenue for the Treasury:


	The CBO estimated in June 2012 that the Bush tax cuts of 2001 (EGTRRA) and 2003 (JGTRRA) added approximately $1.5 trillion total to the debt over the 2002-2011 decade, excluding interest.[5]


	The CBO estimated in January 2009 that the Bush tax cuts would add approximately $3.0 trillion to the debt over the 2010-2019 decade if fully extended at all income levels, including interest.[1]


	The CBO estimated in January 2009 that extending the Bush tax cuts at all income levels over the 2011-2019 period would increase the annual deficit by an average of 1.7% GDP, reaching 2.0% GDP in 2018 and 2019.[1]
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 Commentary on the Bush tax cuts




House Minority Leader Richard Gephardt said the middle class will not benefit enough from the tax cut and the wealthy will reap unfairly high benefits. Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle argued that the tax cut is too large, too generous to the rich and too expensive.[11]

Economists[image: External link], including the Treasury Secretary[image: External link] at the time Paul O'Neill[image: External link] and 450 economists, including ten Nobel prize[image: External link] laureates, who contacted Bush in 2003, opposed the 2003 tax cuts on the grounds that they would fail as a growth stimulus, increase inequality and worsen the budget outlook considerably (see Economists' statement opposing the Bush tax cuts[image: External link]).[12] Some argued the effects of the tax cuts have been as promised as revenues actually increased (although income tax revenues fell), the recession of 2001 ended relatively quickly, and economic growth was positive.[13]

The tax cuts had been largely opposed by American economists, including the Bush administration's own Economic Advisement Council.[14] In 2003, 450 economists, including ten Nobel Prize laureate, signed the Economists' statement opposing the Bush tax cuts[image: External link], sent to President Bush stating that "these tax cuts will worsen the long-term budget outlook... will reduce the capacity of the government to finance Social Security and Medicare benefits as well as investments in schools, health, infrastructure, and basic research... [and] generate further inequalities in after-tax income."[15]

The Bush administration had claimed, based on the concept of the Laffer Curve[image: External link], that the tax cuts actually paid for the themselves by generating enough extra revenue from additional economic growth to offset the lower taxation rates. However, income tax revenues in dollar terms did not regain their FY 2000 peak until 2006. Through the end of 2008, total federal tax revenues relative to GDP had yet to regain their 2000 peak.[4]

When asked whether the Bush tax cuts had generated more revenue, Laffer stated that he did not know. However, he did say that the tax cuts were "what was right," because after the September 11 attacks and threats of recession, Bush "needed to stimulate the economy and spend for defense."[16]

Critics indicate that the tax revenues would have been considerably higher if the tax cuts had not been made.[17][18] Income tax revenues in dollar terms did not regain their FY 2000 peak until 2006.[4] The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has estimated that extending the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts (which were scheduled to expire in 2010) would cost the U.S. Treasury nearly $1.8 trillion in the following decade, dramatically increasing federal deficits.[19]

The Tax Policy Center reported that the various tax cuts under the Bush administration were "extraordinarily expensive" to the Treasury:[20]


The congressional Joint Committee on Taxation calculated a score, or revenue change, for each of the seven major tax cut bills passed during the Bush administration: their combined cost sums to over $2.0 trillion from 2001 to 2017. Extending these tax cuts into the future would carry a similar cost: the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) recently estimated the cost of extending them through 2017 at $1.9 trillion, not counting the costs of debt service, and not counting the cost of indexing the alternative minimum tax (AMT) to inflation to prevent it from undoing much of the cuts...if one takes into account the direct effects of the tax cuts, extra interest payments, and the extra "interaction" cost of reforming the AMT while extending the Bush tax cuts, the combined cost of extending the tax cuts through 2017 adds up to $2.8 trillion.
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 Impact on inequality




Federal income taxes (distinct from payroll taxes) are paid overwhelmingly by the highest income taxpayers. For example, in 2014 the top 1% of income earners paid 45.7% of federal income taxes; the bottom 80% of earners paid 15%.[21] Therefore, policies that reduce income tax rates, such as the Bush tax cuts, dis-proportionally benefit the rich, as they pay the lion's share of the taxes.[22] During President Bush's terms, income inequality[image: External link] grew, a trend since 1980. CBO reported that the share of after-tax income received by the top 1% rose from 12.3% in 2001 to a peak of 16.7% in 2007, before ending at 14.1% in 2008. Comparing 2001 and 2008, the lowest and highest quintiles[image: External link] of the income distribution had a larger share of the after-tax income, while the middle three quintiles had a lower share.[23]

Further, income inequality can be measured both before-tax and after-tax, so the Bush tax cuts primarily impacted the latter measurements. President Bush did not take deliberate steps to address pre-tax inequality, which involves policies such as raising the minimum wage, strengthening collective bargaining power (unions), limiting executive pay, and protectionism. CBO reported that the top 1% paid an average total federal tax rate of 32.5% in 2000, 30.1% in 2004, and 28.2% in 2008. The top 1% paid an average federal income tax rate of 24.5% in 2000 and 20.4% in 2008.[23]

In terms of increasing inequality, the effect of Bush's tax cuts on the upper, middle and lower class is contentious. Some economists argue that the cuts have benefited the nation's richest households at the expense of the middle and lower class,[24] while libertarians and conservatives[image: External link][25] have claimed that tax cuts have benefitted all taxpayers.[26] Economists Peter Orszag[image: External link] and William Gale[image: External link] described the Bush tax cuts as reverse government redistribution of wealth, "[shifting] the burden of taxation away from upper-income, capital-owning households and toward the wage-earning households of the lower and middle classes."[27]

This would suggest that the Bush tax cut policy was highly regressive, but some writers, notably at the Koch-funded Tax Foundation[image: External link], argue that the concept of a progressive tax[image: External link] should be detached from its traditional association with income redistribution,[28] noting that since the share of income of the most wealthy rose so much during the period, their share of the total tax burden went up even as their tax rates went down. Between 2003 and 2004, following the 2003 tax cuts, the share of after-tax income going to the top 1% rose from 12.2% in 2003 to 14.0% in 2004. (This followed the period from 2000 to 2002, where after-tax incomes declined the most for the top 1%.)[29] At the same time, the share of overall tax liabilities of the top 1% increased from 22.9% to 25.3%,.[30] In this way, they claim, the tax system actually became more progressive between 2000 and 2004.[28]
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 Defense spending




Further information: Financial cost of the Iraq War[image: External link]


Defense spending increased from $306 billion in 2001 (2.9% GDP) to $612 billion in 2008 (4.2% GDP). The invasion of Afghanistan following the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center in 2001, along with the 2003 invasion of Iraq, added significantly to defense spending. The Congressional Research Service estimated that Congress approved $1.6 trillion during the FY2001-FY2014 periods for "military operations, base support, weapons maintenance, training of Afghan and Iraq security forces, reconstruction, foreign aid, embassy costs, and veterans’ health care for the war operations initiated since the 9/11 attacks." Roughly half this amount, $803 billion, was approved for the FY2001-2008 period of the Bush administration.[31]

This spending was incremental to the "base" Department of Defense budget, which also increased faster than inflation during the period. The Comptroller of the Department of Defense (DOD) estimated spending for "Overseas Contingency Operations" (OCO), analogous to the CRS amount above, at $748 billion for the 2001-2008 period. This was incremental to the "base" DOD budget, which totaled $3.1 trillion during the 2001-2008 period.[32]

Other estimates define the cost of the Iraq war alone over time as considerably higher. For example, Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz[image: External link] has estimated the total cost of the Iraq War at closer to $3 trillion, considering the long-term care for military personnel, equipment replacement, and other factors.[33]
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 Budget deficit and national debt




The U.S. fiscal position changed dramatically for the worse during the Bush years. CBO projected in its January 2001 baseline that the U.S. would have a total of $5.6 trillion in annual surpluses over the 2002-2011 decade, assuming the laws in place during the Clinton era continued and the economy performed as expected. However, the actual deficits during those years ended up being $6.1 trillion, a negative swing of $11.7 trillion. Two recessions, two wars, and tax cuts were the primary drivers of the differences.[5][34]

During his two terms (2001-2008), President Bush averaged 19.0% GDP spending, slightly below the 19.2% GDP spending under Clinton (1993-2000). However, revenues of 17.1% GDP were 1.3% GDP below the 18.4% GDP average during the Clinton era.[4] Further, CBO had forecast in 2001 that revenues would average 20.4% GDP during the 2001-2008 period (above the FY2000 record of 20.0% GDP), while spending would average 16.9% GDP and be on a downward trend, very low by historical standards.[35]

CBO reported that debt held by the public, a partial measure of the national debt, rose from $3.41 trillion in 2000 (33.6% GDP) to $5.80 trillion in 2008 (39.3% GDP). However, CBO had forecast in 2001 that debt held by the public would fall to $1.0 trillion by 2008 (7.1% GDP).[35]

Interest on the debt (including both public and intragovernmental amounts) increased from $322 billion to $454 billion annually. The share of public debt owned by foreigners increased significantly from 31% in June 2001 to 50% in June 2008, with the dollar balance owed to foreigners increasing from $1.0 trillion to $2.6 trillion. This also significantly increased the interest payments sent overseas, from approximately $50 billion in 2001 to $121 billion during 2008.[36]

Most of the debt increase over the 2001-2005 period was accumulated as a result of tax cuts and increased national security spending. According to Richard Kogan and Matt Fiedler, "the largest costs — $1.2 trillion over six years — resulted from the tax cuts enacted since the start of 2001. Increased spending for defense, international affairs, and homeland security – primarily for prosecuting the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan – also was quite costly, amounting to almost $800 billion to date. Together, tax cuts and the spending increases for these security programs account for 84 percent of the increases in debt racked up by Congress and the President over this period."[37] Lawrence Kudlow[image: External link], however, noted "The U.S. has spent roughly $750 billion for the five-year war. Sure, that’s a lot of money. But the total cost works out to 1 percent of the $63 trillion GDP over that time period. It's miniscule[image: External link] [sic]." He also reported that "during the five years of the Iraq war,. . .household net worth has increased by $20 trillion." [38]

In terms of the budget legacy passed to his successor President Obama, CBO forecast in January 2009 that the deficit that year would be $1.2 trillion, assuming the continuation of Bush policies.[1] From a policy perspective, the long-term deficit legacy depended significantly on whether the Bush tax cuts were allowed to expire in 2010 as initially legislated. President Obama extended the Bush tax cuts entirely through the end of 2012 as part of the 2010 Tax Relief Act[image: External link], then extended them for the bottom 99% of income earners indefinitely thereafter as part of the fiscal cliff[image: External link] resolution, roughly 80% of the dollar value of the cuts.

President Bush also signed into law Medicare Part D[image: External link], which provides additional prescription drug benefits to seniors. The program was not funded by any changes to the tax code. According to the GAO[image: External link], this program alone created $8.4 trillion in unfunded obligations in present value terms, a larger fiscal challenge than Social Security.[39]



	Recent additions to



	Fiscal year (begins

10/01 of prev. year)
	Value
	% of GDP[image: External link]




	2001
	$144.5 billion
	1.4%



	2002
	$409.5 billion
	3.9%



	2003
	$589.0 billion
	5.5%



	2004
	$605.0 billion
	5.3%



	2005
	$523.0 billion
	4.3%



	2006
	$536.5 billion
	4.1%



	2007
	$459.5 billion
	3.4%



	2008
	$962.0 billion
	(proj.) 6.8%
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 Trade policy




The Bush administration generally pursued free trade[image: External link] policies. China entered the World Trade Organization (WTO) in late 2001. Bush used the authority he gained from the Trade Act of 2002[image: External link] to push through bilateral trade agreements with several countries. Bush also sought to expand multilateral trade agreements through the WTO, but negotiations were stalled in the Doha Development Round[image: External link] for most of Bush's presidency.

The sizable decline in U.S. manufacturing jobs since 2000 has been blamed on various causes, such as trade with a rising Asia, offshoring of jobs with few restrictions to lower wage countries, innovation in global supply chains[image: External link] (e.g., containerization[image: External link]), and other technology improvements. The millions of construction jobs created during the housing bubble[image: External link] that peaked in 2006 helped mask some of this adverse employment impact initially. Further, households dramatically increased their debt burden from 2001-2007, extracting home equity for use in consumption. However, the housing bubble collapse in 2006-2008 contributed to the subprime mortgage crisis and resulting Great Recession, which resulted in households switching from adding debt to paying it down, a headwind to the economy for several years thereafter.

Developing countries blamed the US and the EU for stagnated negotiations since both maintain protectionist[image: External link] policies in agriculture[image: External link]. While generally favoring free trade, Bush has also occasionally supported protectionist measures, notably the 2002 United States steel tariff[image: External link] early in his term. Bush also implemented a 300% tax on Roquefort cheese from France in retaliation for a European Union ban on hormone-treated beef common in the American beef industry.[40]

George W. Bush successfully gained ratification of the Dominican Republic–Central America Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (DR-CAFTA). Supporters of DR-CAFTA claim it has been a success,[41] but detractors still oppose the agreement for a variety of reasons including its impact on the environment.[42]

In 2005, Ben Bernanke addressed the implications of the USA's high and rising current account[image: External link] (trade) deficit, resulting from USA imports exceeding its exports.[43] Between 1996 and 2006, the USA current account deficit increased to a record of nearly 6% of GDP. Financing the trade deficit required the USA to borrow large sums from abroad, much of it from countries running trade surpluses, mainly the emerging economies in Asia and oil-exporting nations. A significant portion of this borrowing was directed by large financial institutions into mortgage-backed securities[image: External link] and their derivatives, a factor that contributed to the housing bubble and the crises that followed. The trade deficit peaked in 2006 along with housing prices.[44]
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 Efforts to reform Social Security




Main article: Social Security debate (United States)[image: External link]


President Bush advocated the partial privatization of Social Security in 2005-2006, but was unsuccessful in achieving any reforms to the program against strong congressional resistance. His proposal would have diverted some of the payroll tax revenues that fund the program into private accounts. Critics argued that privatizing Social Security does nothing to address the long-term funding challenge facing the program. Diverting funds to private accounts would reduce available funds to pay current retirees, requiring significant borrowing. An analysis by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities estimates that President Bush's 2005 privatization proposal would have added $1 trillion in new federal debt in its first decade of implementation and $3.5 trillion in the decade thereafter.[45]

According to the 2016 Social Security Administration Trustees Report, payments will be cut by 23% under current law around 2035, if no reforms are made to the program.[46]
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 Regulatory philosophy




President Bush advocated the Ownership society, premised on the concepts of individual accountability, smaller government, and the owning of property. Critics have argued this contributed to the subprime mortgage crisis, by encouraging home ownership for those unable to afford them and insufficient regulation of financial institutions.[47] The number of economic regulation governmental workers was increased by 91,196, whereas Bill Clinton had cut down the number by 969.[48]
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 Sarbanes-Oxley Act




President Bush signed the Sarbanes-Oxley Act[image: External link] into law during July 2002, which he called "the most far-reaching reforms of American business practices since the time of Franklin Delano Roosevelt." The law was passed in the wake of several corporate scandals and widespread stock market losses. The law addressed conflicts of interest between accounting firms and the corporations they audit and required executives to certify the accuracy of the corporation's financial statements.[49] The law has been controversial, with some advocating its positive effect on investor confidence and detractors citing its significant cost.[50]
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 Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac




In 2003, the Bush Administration attempted to create an agency to oversee Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The bill never made progress in Congress, facing sharp opposition by Democrats.[51] In 2005, the Republican controlled House of Representatives passed a GSE reform bill (Federal Housing Finance Reform Act) which "would have created a stronger regulator with new powers to increase capital at Fannie and Freddie, to limit their portfolios and to deal with the possibility of receivership".[52] However, the Bush administration opposed the bill and it died in the Senate. Of the bill and its reception by the Bush White House, Ohio Republican Mike Oxley (the bill's author) said: "The critics have forgotten that the House passed a GSE reform bill in 2005 that could well have prevented the current crisis. All the handwringing and bedwetting is going on without remembering how the House stepped up on this. What did we get from the White House? We got a one-finger salute." [52] The Bush economic policy regarding Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac changed during the economic downturn of 2008, culminating in the federal takeover of the two largest lenders in the mortgage market. Further economic challenges have resulted in the Bush administration attempting an economic intervention, through a requested $700 billion bailout package for Wall Street investment houses.
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 Regulation of the financial sector




President Bush and his economic experts did not adequately address fundamental changes in the banking sector which had taken place over the two decades prior to the crisis. The essentially unregulated shadow banking[image: External link] system (e.g., investment banks, mortgage companies, money market mutual funds, etc.) had grown to rival the traditional, regulated depository banking system but without equivalent safeguards. Nobel laureate Paul Krugman[image: External link] described the run on the shadow banking system[image: External link] as the "core of what happened" to cause the crisis. "As the shadow banking system expanded to rival or even surpass conventional banking in importance, politicians and government officials should have realized that they were re-creating the kind of financial vulnerability that made the Great Depression possible—and they should have responded by extending regulations and the financial safety net to cover these new institutions. Influential figures should have proclaimed a simple rule: anything that does what a bank does, anything that has to be rescued in crises the way banks are, should be regulated like a bank." He referred to this lack of controls as "malign neglect."[53]

President Bush stated in September 2008: "Once this crisis is resolved, there will be time to update our financial regulatory structures. Our 21st century global economy remains regulated largely by outdated 20th century laws."[54] The Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] (SEC) and Alan Greenspan conceded failure in allowing the self-regulation of investment banks, which proceeded to take on increasingly risky bets and leverage[image: External link] after a key 2004 decision.[55][56]
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 Financial crisis and Great Recession




Further information: Subprime mortgage crisis and Great Recession


The last year of Bush's second term was dominated by the Great Recession. GDP declined in the 1st, 3rd, and 4th quarters of 2008 by -2.7%, -1.9% and -8.2%, respectively. The recession officially lasted from December 2007 to June 2009, with the economy returning to consistent growth in Q3 2009,[2] although civilian employment did not return to its December 2007 peak until September 2014.[58]

Fed chair Ben Bernanke explained in 2010 that vulnerabilities in the global financial system built up over a long period of time, and then specific triggering events set the 2007-2008 subprime mortgage crisis into motion. For example, vulnerabilities included failure to regulate the risk-taking of the non-depository banking sector, the so-called shadow banks[image: External link] such as investment banks and mortgage companies. These companies had outgrown the regulated depository banking sector, but did not have the same safeguards. Further, financial connections were established between the depository banks and shadow banks (e.g., via securitization[image: External link] and special purpose entities[image: External link]) that created dependencies that were not well understood by regulators. Certain types of derivatives, essentially bets on the performance of other securities, remained largely unregulated and were another opaque source of dependencies.[59]

Bernanke further explained that specific triggering events began in mid-2007, as investors began to withdraw funds from the shadow banking system, analogous to depositors withdrawing money from depository banks in past bank runs. Investors became unsure of the value of the securities (loan collateral) held by the shadow banks, as many derived their value from subprime mortgages. Mortgage companies could no longer borrow money to originate mortgages, and many failed in 2007. The crisis accelerated in 2008, as the largest five U.S. investment banks, which had $4 trillion in liabilities by the end of 2007, could no longer obtain financing. They had grown increasingly dependent on short-term sources of financing (e.g., repurchase agreements[image: External link]), and were unable to obtain new funding from investors. These investment banks were forced to sell long-term securities at fire-sale prices to meet their daily financing needs, suffering enormous losses. Concerns about the possible failure of these banks led the financial system to essentially freeze by September 2008. The Federal Reserve increasingly intervened in its role as lender of last resort to stabilize the financial system as the crisis deepened.[59]

Bush responded to the early signs of economic problems with lump-sum tax rebates and other stimulative measures in the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008. In March 2008, Bear Stearns[image: External link], a major US investment bank[image: External link] heavily invested in subprime mortgage derivatives, began to go under. Rumors of low cash reserves dragged Bear's stock price down while lenders to Bear began to withdraw their cash. The Federal Reserve funneled an emergency loan to Bear through JP Morgan Chase[image: External link]. (As an investment bank, Bear could not borrow from the Fed but JP Morgan Chase, a commercial bank, could).

The Fed ended up brokering an agreement for the sale of Bear to JP Morgan Chase that took place at the end of March. In July, IndyMac[image: External link] went under and had to be placed in conservatorship[image: External link]. In the middle of the summer it seemed like recession might be avoided even though high gas prices threatened consumers and credit problems threatened investment markets, but the economy entered crisis in the fall. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac were also put under conservatorship[image: External link] in early September.

A few days later, Lehman Brothers began to falter. Treasury Secretary Hank Paulson[image: External link], who in July had publicly expressed concern that continuous bailouts would lead to moral hazard[image: External link], decided to let Lehman fail. The fallout from Lehman's failure snowballed into market-wide panic. AIG[image: External link], an insurance company, had sold credit default swaps[image: External link] insuring against Lehman's failure under the assumption that such a failure was extremely unlikely.

Without enough cash to pay out its Lehman-related debts, AIG went under and was nationalized. Credit markets locked up and catastrophe seemed all too likely. Paulson proposed providing liquidity to financial markets by having the government buy up debt related to bad mortgages with a $700 billion Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link]. Congressional Democrats advocated an alternative policy of investing in financial companies directly. Congress passed the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, which authorized both policies.[60]

Throughout the crisis, Bush seemed to defer to Paulson and Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke. He kept a low public profile on the issue with his most significant role being a public television address where he announced that a bailout was necessary otherwise the United States "could experience a long and painful recession." [61]

Nearly all of the money paid out for banking bailouts by the Bush administration was in the form of loans that were paid back. For example, as of 2012 the TARP program had paid out $245 billion to banks, while the government got back $267 billion including interest.[62]
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	Economic growth, measured as the change in real GDP versus the prior quarter, averaged 1.8% from Q1 2001 to Q4 2008. This was slower than the 2.6% average from Q1 1989-Q4 2008.[2] Real GDP grew nearly 3% during President Bush's first term but only 0.5% during his second term. During the Clinton administration, GDP growth was close to 4%.[64] A significant driver of economic growth during the Bush administration was home equity extraction, in essence borrowing against the value of the home to finance personal consumption. Free cash used by consumers from equity extraction doubled from $627 billion in 2001 to $1,428 billion in 2005 as the housing bubble built, a total of nearly $5 trillion dollars over the period. Using the home as a source of funds also reduced the net savings rate significantly.[65][66][67]


	Real GDP rose from $12.6 trillion in Q1 2001 to a peak of $15.0 trillion in Q4 2007, before ending at $14.6 trillion, a cumulative increase of $2 trillion or 16%.[68] A March 2006 report by the United States Congress Joint Economic Committee[image: External link] showed that the U.S. economy outperformed its peer group of large developed economies from 2001 to 2005. (The other economies are Canada, the European Union, and Japan.) The U.S. led in real GDP growth, investment, industrial production, employment, labor productivity, and price stability.[69]


	The seasonally adjusted unemployment[image: External link] rate rose from 4.3% in January 2001 to 6.3% in June 2003, then fell as the housing bubble inflated to a trough of 4.4% in March 2007. As the Great Recession deepened, the rate rose again to 6.1% in August 2008 and up to 7.2% in December 2008 at the end of the Bush administration. It peaked at 9.9% in November 2009, early in the Obama administration.[70] From December 2007 when the recession started to December 2008, an additional 3.6 million people became unemployed.[71]


	Private sector job creation (total non-farm payrolls) was a net negative from February 2001 to January 2005. There were 132.7 million persons employed in the private sector in January 2001; this figure fell to a trough of 130.2 million in August 2003 before steadily rising to a peak of 138.4 million in January 2008 as the housing bubble expanded. It then fell rapidly during the Great Recession, to 134.0 million at the end of his two terms in January 2009. It continued falling thereafter to a trough of 129.7 million in February 2010. January 2001 and March 2009 had roughly the same level of non-farm private sector jobs.[3]


	Interest rates remained at moderate levels for most of his two terms, with the 10-year Treasury bond averaging 4.4% yield, compared to 5.8% from Q1 1989-Q4 2008. It finished at 2.4% as the recession deepened.[72]


	Inflation (measured as CPI for all items) averaged 2.8% during his tenure, similar to the 3.0% average from Q1 1989-Q4 2008, but plunged to zero in late 2008 as the economy entered a deep recession.[72]
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	Household debt grew dramatically during the period to a record level, rising from $7.4 trillion in Q1 2001 to $14.3 trillion in Q4 2008, an increase of $6.9 trillion. Measured as a percent of GDP, it rose from 70% GDP to 99% GDP.[73] This debt addition was a driver of the housing bubble and crises that followed. When housing prices fell, but the value of the mortgage debt generally did not, many homeowners found themselves in a negative equity position (underwater) on their homes, driving a significant housing payment delinquency and foreclosure problem. This caused investors to question the value of mortgage-backed securities held by financial institutions, contributing to the run on the shadow banking system.

	
Median household income[image: External link] has more than kept up with inflation since Bush took control of fiscal policy during the 2001 near-recession, growing 1.6% higher in constant 2007 dollars to $50,233 in 2007 from $49,454 in 2001.[74][75]


	The poverty[image: External link] rate increased from 11.25% in 2000 to 12.3% in 2006 after peaking at 12.7% in 2004; in 2008 increased to 13.2%.[76] The Under 18 years poverty rate increased from 16.2% in 2000 to 18% in 2007; in 2008 rose to 19%.[77] From 2000 to 2005, only 4% of workers, typically highly educated professionals, had real income increases.[78]


	During President Bush's terms, income inequality[image: External link] grew. CBO reported that the share of after-tax income received by the top 1% rose from 12.3% in 2001 to a peak of 16.7% in 2007, before ending at 14.1% in 2008. Comparing 2001 and 2008, the lowest and highest quintiles of the income distribution had a larger share of the after-tax income, while the middle three quintiles had a lower share.[23]
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Starve the beast[image: External link] - Post 1970s taxation/budget policy
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Foreign policy of the George W. Bush Administration






For more details about specific policy matters, see 2003 invasion of Iraq, Views on the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], and War in Darfur.

See also: Foreign policy of the United States[image: External link]


During his campaign for election as President of the United States, George W. Bush's foreign policy platform included support for a stronger economic and political relationship with Latin America, especially Mexico[image: External link], and a reduction of involvement in "nation building[image: External link]" and other small-scale military engagements.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 International treaties




On December 13, 2001, President Bush announced the withdrawal of the United States from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, a bedrock of U.S.–Soviet nuclear stability[image: External link] during the Cold War[image: External link] era. Bush stated, "I have concluded the ABM treaty hinders our government's ability to develop ways to protect our people from future terrorist or rogue state missile attacks." According to the announcement, the withdrawal was to become effective six months from that date.[1] The National Missile Defense[image: External link] project Bush supported is being designed to detect intercontinental ballistic missiles[image: External link] and destroy them in flight. Critics doubted that the project could ever work and said that it would cost US$53 billion from 2004 to 2009, being the largest single line item in the Pentagon[image: External link]'s funding.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Bush presidency was also marked by diplomatic tensions with the People's Republic of China and North Korea[image: External link], the latter of which admitted in 2003 to having been in the process of building nuclear weapons[image: External link] and threatened to use them if provoked by the U.S. The administration was concerned that Iran may also be developing nuclear weapons, although Iran has denied such allegations, maintaining that it is pursuing peaceful use of nuclear energy.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bush made his first visit to Europe in June 2001.[2] Bush came under criticism from European leaders for the rejection of the Kyoto Protocol, which was aimed at reducing carbon dioxide[image: External link] emissions that contribute to global warming. He asserted that the Kyoto Protocol is "unfair and ineffective" because it would exempt 80 percent of the world and "cause serious harm to the U.S. economy".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Many governments have criticized the failure of the United States to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, which was signed but not submitted for ratification[image: External link] by the previous administration. Former President Bill Clinton recommended that his successor not submit the treaty for ratification until the wording was altered to reflect U.S. concerns. Bush, who was opposed to the treaty, rescinded U.S. executive approval from the proposed treaty. In 1997, prior to the Kyoto negotiations, the Byrd–Hagel Resolution[image: External link] passed in the U.S. Senate by a 95–0 vote. The resolution stated that the United States should not be a signatory to any protocol that did not include binding targets and timetables for developing nations as well as industrialized ones, or that "would result in serious harm to the economy of the United States".
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 International Criminal Court




The International Criminal Court came into being on July 1, 2002. The ICC is the first ever permanent, treaty based, international criminal court established to promote the rule of law and ensure that the gravest international crimes do not go unpunished.

Later that year, in August 2002, the American Servicemembers' Protection Act[image: External link] (ASPA) was passed by the United States Congress[image: External link] with the stated intention "to protect United States military personnel and other elected and appointed officials of the United States government against criminal prosecution by an international criminal court to which the United States is not a party."
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 International trade




Bush supported free trade policies and legislation but resorted to protectionist[image: External link] policies on occasion. Tariffs on imported steel[image: External link] imposed by the White House in March 2002 were lifted after the World Trade Organisation[image: External link] (WTO) ruled them illegal. Bush explained that the safeguard measures had "achieved their purpose", and "as a result of changed economic circumstances", it was time to lift them.[3] On August 31, 2004, WTO arbitrators authorized the European Union[image: External link] and other leading U.S. trade partners to impose economic sanctions[image: External link] against the United States for violation of global trade laws. The decision by the WTO was one of several cases where the U.S. was found to have been in breach of international trade rules.[4]

However, Bush pursued and signed free trade[image: External link] agreements between with several countries, including Australia, Bahrain[image: External link], Chile[image: External link], Morocco[image: External link], Oman[image: External link], Peru[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link], Ukraine[image: External link], and with six countries under the Central American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link].
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 Defense
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 Weapons of mass destruction




The Bush Administration released its "National Strategy to Combat Weapons of Mass Destruction" in December 2002. The strategy includes three key elements: counterproliferation to combat the use of Weapons of Mass Destruction[image: External link] (WMD), strengthened nonproliferation to combat WMD proliferation, and consequence management to respond to WMD use. The classified version of this strategy reportedly reserved the right to use overwhelming force, including potentially nuclear weapons[image: External link], in response to a WMD attack against the United States, its forces or allies.[5]

In February 2004, in the context of recent revelations about clandestine nuclear programs in Iran and Libya[image: External link], and the role of the A. Q. Khan[image: External link] network in proliferation of sensitive nuclear technology, Bush proposed seven initiatives:[6]


	Cooperation on law enforcement for interdiction of WMD trade, known as the Proliferation Security Initiative[image: External link];

	Passage of a UN Security Council Resolution requiring states to enact WMD-related controls, which led to UN Security Council Resolution 1540[image: External link];

	Expansion of the G8 Global Partnership to eliminate WMD and secure WMD materials worldwide;

	Reliable access to nuclear fuel, accompanied by a ban on transfers of enrichment and reprocessing technology to countries that do not already have such facilities;

	Making the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link] (IAEA) Additional Protocol[image: External link] a condition for nuclear supply, and ratification of the U.S. Additional Protocol;

	Establishing a Special Committee of the IAEA Board of Governors on safeguards and verification to strengthen compliance and enforcement; and

	Excluding countries under investigation for nonproliferation violations from serving on the Board or the Special Committee.
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 Defense spending




Of the US$2.4 trillion budgeted for 2005, about $450 billion was planned to be spent on defense. This level was generally comparable to the defense spending during the Cold War[image: External link]. Congress approved $87 billion for U.S. involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan[image: External link] in November, and had approved an earlier $79 billion package the previous spring. Most of the funds were for military operations in the two countries.

The ratio of defense spending of the U.S. and its allies to its potential adversaries, for the year 2000, was about 6 to 1.
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 International organizations




In July 2002, Bush cut off all funding, approximately $34 million, for the United Nations Population Fund[image: External link] (UNFPA). This funding had been allocated by Congress the previous December. Bush claimed that the UNFPA supported forced abortions[image: External link] and sterilizations[image: External link] in China. His justification came from a group of members of Congress who oppose abortion and an anti-abortion organization called the Population Research Institute[image: External link], which claimed[citation needed[image: External link]] to have obtained first-hand video taped evidence from victims of forced abortion and forced sterilization in counties where the UNFPA operates in China. This accusation has never been supported by any investigation, and has in fact been disproved[citation needed[image: External link]] by the US State Department[image: External link], UK, and UN[image: External link] teams sent to examine UNFPA activities in China. The UNFPA points out that it "does not provide support for abortion services". Its charter includes a strong statement condemning coercion."[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Bush administration continued to withhold funding through 2007, and fought Congressional efforts to require an explanation of its decision to block the funds.[citation needed[image: External link]] Women's rights groups criticized the decision and pointed out that the PRI[image: External link] refused to release information that would allow the team to locate the women, and thus no independent verification of PRI's claims was possible.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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On July 21, 2004, in a statement on the fiftieth anniversary of the Food for Peace[image: External link] program, Bush hailed the United States for feeding the hungry. Noting that "Millions are facing great affliction...," he stated that "America has a special calling to come to their aid...."[7] After the 2004 election, however, the Bush administration told several private charities that it would not be honoring previous funding commitments. The shortfall, estimated at $100 million, forced the charities to suspend or eliminate programs that had already been approved to improve farming, education and health in order to promote self-sufficiency in poor countries.[8]

While the United States continued to give large amounts of aid abroad, the George W. Bush presidency was criticized for having a major impact upon the Millennium Development Goals[image: External link] project of the United Nations[image: External link]. Many nations, including key OECD[image: External link] members, were criticized for falling far short of their promise to give 0.7% of their GDP in order to drastically reduce poverty by the target date of 2015.[9]

In his State of the Union Address[image: External link] in January 2003, Bush outlined a five-year strategy for global emergency AIDS relief, the President's Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief[image: External link]. The emergency relief effort was led by U.S. Ambassador Randall L. Tobias[image: External link], former CEO[image: External link] of Eli Lilly[image: External link] and Global AIDS Coordinator[image: External link] at the Department of State[image: External link]. At the time of the speech, $9 billion was earmarked for new programs in AIDS relief for the 15 countries most affected by HIV/AIDS, another $5 billion for continuing support of AIDS relief in 100 countries where the U.S. already had bilateral programs established, and an additional $1 billion towards the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria[image: External link].[10] This budget represented more money contributed to fight AIDS globally than all other donor countries combined.

As the largest national economy in the world, the United States' leadership and commitment was seen as vital in addressing world poverty and ensuring implementation of the project, considered the most progressive and feasible to date for the United Nations or any other institution.

President George W. Bush signed a multimillion-dollar aid deal with the government of Tanzania[image: External link] on February 17, 2008.[11] George W. Bush, cheering Liberians to rebound from Second Liberian Civil War[image: External link] that left their nation in ruins, said February 21, 2008 that the United States will keep lending a hand to make Liberia[image: External link] a symbol of liberty for Africa and the world.[12] President George W. Bush ordered the release of $200 million in emergency aid to help countries in Africa and elsewhere. Riots from Haiti[image: External link] to Bangladesh[image: External link] to Egypt[image: External link] over surging food prices[image: External link] catapulted the issue to the forefront of the world's attention.[13]
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On September 11, 2001[image: External link], two hijacked planes were flown into and destroyed the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City, a third plane was aimed at the Pentagon[image: External link] and a fourth crashed in a field in Pennsylvania after being averted by passengers from its target, believed to be the U.S. Capitol. In reaction to this, the US led a NATO invasion of Afghanistan, instigating the "Global War on Terror". NATO forces scoured the region for 9/11 alleged mastermind Osama Bin Laden and his terrorist network Al-Qaeda and drove the fundamentalist Islamic Taliban regime, which was sheltering and providing sanctuary for Bin Laden and Al-Qaeda, from power. However once Bin Laden left Afghanistan and took up sanctuary in Pakistan, Bush said that he was "not that concerned about him" as the Al-Qaeda leader continued to plot attacks against America.[14]

Major criticisms started to emerge from international human rights organizations about the United States policy of detaining alleged Taliban and Al-Qaeda combatants and refusing to grant these detainees their rights as prisoners of war as detailed in the Geneva Conventions. Other allegations stated that numerous captured Taliban fighters possessed no link to either Al-Qaeda or the Taliban. Instead these fighters had the misfortune of being forcibly recruited into the Taliban military during the American invasion. The practice of impressment was systematic of the Taliban regime which would raid villages for able bodied men to serve on the front lines for a specific time period.

President Bush and his administration labelled the detainees as "unlawful combatants" deemed to pose a threat to the U.S. or to have information about terrorist structures, plans and tactics. The administration has said that such detainees can be held for "as long as necessary". Critics claim that anyone accused of a crime has a right to a fair trial and question whether people like Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef[image: External link], the former Taliban ambassador to Pakistan, can be called an "unlawful combatant". In the case of Zaeef, they claim he cannot be a "combatant" because he was crippled during the Soviet occupation and that he wasn't "unlawful" because he was ambassador of his country. The Bush Administration and its supporters claim that the war against America by Al-Qaeda is ongoing, that it is unconventional, and that the "battlefield" extends into the U.S. itself.[15][16] According to the declassified April 2006 National Intelligence Estimate, "United States-led counterterrorism efforts have seriously damaged the leadership of Al-Qaeda and disrupted its operations; however, we judge that al-Qa’ida will continue to pose the greatest threat to the Homeland and US interests abroad by a single terrorist organization. We also assess that the global jihadist movement—which includes Al-Qaeda, affiliated and independent terrorist groups, and emerging networks and cells—is spreading and adapting to counterterrorism efforts."

Although the Bush administration released over 100 detainees and authorized military tribunals for the rest, the legal framework governing them has been slow in the making. According to Human Rights Watch[image: External link], as of January 2004, "the public still [did] not know who the detainees are, what they [had] allegedly done, and whether and when they will be charged with crimes or released. There [had] been no hearings to determine the legal status of detainees and no judicial review—in short, no legal process at all."[15] In February 2002 the United States began releasing several dozen detainees to their home countries, including many British and Pakistani nationals. The British detainees were briefly investigated and cleared of any British charges within 24 hours of their arrival.

The domestic political equation changed in the U.S. after the September 11, 2001 attacks, bolstering the influence of the neoconservative[image: External link] faction of the administration and throughout Washington. The conflict in Afghanistan, and the events that had launched the war, coincided with a reassessment of foreign policy by the administration, which President Bush articulated in his first State of the Union message[image: External link] on January 29, 2002. Previously, September 11 had underscored the threat of attacks from terrorist groups like Al-Qaeda, as opposed to nation-states[image: External link], and U.S. military intervention in Afghanistan targeted the ruling Taliban militia for having harbored al-Qaeda sponsor Osama bin Laden. Now speaking of an "axis of evil" comprising Iran, North Korea[image: External link], and Iraq in his address to Congress, Bush claimed that he was preparing to open a new front in the U.S global "war on terrorism". Bush declared, "Iraq continues to flaunt its hostility toward America and to support terror." Announcing that he would possibly take action to topple the Iraqi government, he claimed, "The Iraqi regime has plotted to develop anthrax, and nerve gas, and nuclear weapons for over a decade."[17]

Further information: War in Afghanistan (2001–present)[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Iraq




Beginning with the Iraq Liberation Act[image: External link] signed into law by President Bill Clinton in 1998, the U.S. government officially called for regime change[image: External link] in Iraq. The Republican Party's campaign platform of 2000 called for "full implementation" of the act and removal of Iraqi president Saddam Hussein, with a focus on rebuilding a coalition, tougher sanctions, reinstating inspections, and support for the Iraqi National Congress[image: External link].

In November 2001, Bush asked Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] to begin developing a plan for war. By early 2002 Bush began publicly pressing for regime change, indicating that his government had reason to believe that the Iraqi government had ties to terrorist groups, was developing weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] and did not cooperate sufficiently with United Nations weapons inspectors. In January 2003, Bush was convinced that diplomacy was not working and started notifying allies such as Saudi Arabia[image: External link] that war was imminent.

Although no agreement on authorizing force could be found within the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], the war was ultimately launched in March 2003, after Bush, in a speech on March 17 effectively had declared war[image: External link] on Iraq, along with a declaration of his objectives as "assuring [the] national security" of the United States, and "no more poison factories, no more executions of dissidents, no more torture chambers and rape rooms."[18]

Saddam Hussein was deposed and went into hiding on April 10 when Baghdad was captured, and was subsequently located and arrested in December. The occupation would ultimately prove difficult, with many Iraqis and foreigners launching attacks on U.S. forces stationed in the country. Eventually, the U.S. death toll in the post-war occupation surpassed that of the actual war itself. Thousands of civilians were killed during the invasion and by resistance fighters. Nevertheless, Bush remained optimistic, hailing the "victory" and such developments as the signing of the Iraqi Constitution[image: External link].

Throughout the course of the Iraq war, Bush was often the target of harsh criticism. Both in the U.S. and in the rest of the world there were numerous anti-war[image: External link] protests, particularly before the war's onset. See Popular opposition to war on Iraq[image: External link], and Protests against the 2003 Iraq war[image: External link]. Even before the invasion it was clear to many observers that insufficient planning had been made for the stability of post-war Iraq.

Criticism also came from the governments of many countries, notably from many on the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], who argued that the war broke international law.[19] (Article VI of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] states that "...all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land..." and that "...all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution...", while Article III states that the judicial power of the US Supreme Court extends to "all ... Treaties made". This makes a violation of international law also a violation of the "supreme Law of The Land" of America, and withholds immunity from government officials, including the president.) See Worldwide government positions on war on Iraq[image: External link] and The UN Security Council and the Iraq war[image: External link]. For its part, the U.S. administration soon presented a list of countries called the coalition of the willing[image: External link] which supported its position. A later aspect of the criticism has been the death toll in Iraq; over 100,000 Iraqi civilians and 4000 U.S. soldiers have been killed since the beginning of the war mainly during the ensuing insurgency[image: External link] and civil war[image: External link].[20][21] In 2004, public assertions by Bush's former Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] Paul O'Neill[image: External link] and counter-terrorism[image: External link] expert Richard Clarke[image: External link] raised questions about the credibility of the Bush administration's pre-war claims. Both presented evidence that questioned how focused the Bush administration was on combating Al-Qaeda (which was operating out of Afghanistan[image: External link], not Iraq) before September 11. Specifically, O'Neill presented classified and unclassified documents indicating that planning for a war with Iraq and the subsequent occupation began at the first National Security Council[image: External link] meeting and continued with each meeting. Clarke presented testimony and witnesses concerning how Bush and much of his cabinet tried to find excuses to attack Iraq immediately after September 11, such as associating it with September 11, claiming that Saddam Hussein possessed weapons of mass destruction[image: External link], and claiming that Iraq posed an imminent threat[image: External link], which implied that a war against Iraq would be legal by Article 51[22] of the U.N. Charter[image: External link].

Testimony at the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States[image: External link] (ongoing during March 2004) has included claims of how much of the Bush administration's immediate post-9/11 emphasis on Iraq was appropriate and proportional to the overall picture of terrorism, especially in light of the administration's subsequent decision to pursue military action in Afghanistan first, the fact that organizations accused of 9/11 are in Afghanistan, not Iraq, and that no links have been found between these organizations and Saddam Hussein. The Commission's report is expected to be released before the Presidential election. On June 16, 2004, the USA's 9/11 Commission[image: External link] filed an initial report on its findings, stating that it found "no credible evidence" of a "collaborative relationship" between pre-invasion Iraq and Al-Qaeda or of Iraqi involvement in the 9/11 attacks[image: External link].

The inability of the U.S. to find weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] in Iraq has led to greater domestic criticism of the administration's Iraq policy. Several of the statements that Bush and his administration made leading up to the war in Iraq, especially those involving claims of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction, have been criticized as misleading or inaccurate. Particularly controversial was Bush's claim[image: External link] in the 2003 State of the Union Address that British Intelligence[image: External link] had discovered that Iraq was seeking to buy uranium[image: External link] from Africa. Officials and diplomats disputed the evidence for this claim, especially after a document describing an attempted purchase from Niger[image: External link], which was presented to the United Nations Security Council by Colin Powell[image: External link], was found to be a forgery. This led to a public embarrassment for George Tenet, the director of the CIA, as well as the Valerie Plame[image: External link] scandal. Much criticism on these issues has come from political opponents of Bush. The Iraq war was a significant issue in the 2004 Democratic[image: External link] primary[image: External link], including the campaigns of Howard Dean[image: External link], John Kerry, Al Sharpton[image: External link], and Dennis Kucinich.

However, State Department documents declassified in 2006 cite hundreds of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] found in Iraq. Nonetheless, it was soon quickly revealed that the particular weapons in question were WMD Saddam had obtained during the Iran-Iraq war, which had long since become stale and non-functional.[23][24]

On March 24, 2004, Bush joked about the weapons of mass destruction issue at the annual White House Correspondents' Dinner[image: External link]. While showing slides of himself searching the Oval Office, he joked, "those weapons of mass destruction have got to be somewhere ... nope, no weapons over there ... maybe under here?" Some found it tasteless of him to be joking about the issue. Others defended the joke as being in line with the self-deprecatory sort of humor that has come to be expected of Presidents when they speak at that event.

On September 26, 2006, Bush declassified the key judgments of the April 2006 National Intelligence Estimate. The estimate, titled Trends in Global Terrorism: Implications for the United States[image: External link], states the following: "We assess that the Iraq jihad is shaping a new generation of terrorist leaders and operatives; perceived jihadist success there would inspire more fighters to continue the struggle elsewhere. The Iraq conflict has become the 'cause celebre' for jihadists, breeding a deep resentment of US involvement in the Muslim world and cultivating supporters for the global jihadist movement. Should jihadists leaving Iraq perceive themselves, and be perceived, to have failed, we judge fewer fighters will be inspired to carry on the fight."

On December 1, 2008, during an interview with ABC World News[image: External link], Bush stated "The biggest regret of all the presidency has to have been the intelligence failure in Iraq. A lot of people put their reputations on the line and said the weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] is a reason to remove Saddam Hussein..."I think I was unprepared for war. In other words, I didn't campaign and say, 'Please vote for me, I'll be able to handle an attack'...I didn't anticipate war." and on early withdrawal of troops, "It was a tough call, particularly, since a lot of people were advising for me to get out of Iraq, or pull back in Iraq,"[25]

On December 14, 2008, during a joint press conference[image: External link] with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, Bush was publicly insulted[image: External link] when an Iraqi reporter threw his shoes at the President as Bush and al-Maliki were about to shake hands. The offender, later identified as television correspondent Muntadar al-Zeidi[image: External link],[26] leapt from his chair and quickly hurled first one shoe and then the other at the president, who was about 20 feet away. Bush successfully dodged both projectiles which were aimed at his head. Zeidi worked for Al-Baghdadia[image: External link] television, an Iraqi-owned station based in Cairo[image: External link].[26] He was wrestled to the ground by security officials and then hauled away, moaning as they left the room. "So what if the guy threw a shoe at me?" Bush said, comparing the action to political protests in the United States.[26] Al-Baghdadia's Baghdad manager told the Associated Press he had no idea what prompted his reporter to go on the attack.[26] The Iraqi government has demanded an on-air apology from his employer.[27]

Further information: Iraq War
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There has been much controversy surrounding[image: External link] Iran and its nuclear program[image: External link] in the past few years. The controversy centers on the Iranian enrichment of uranium[image: External link]. Iran officials have stated that they are enriching the uranium to fuel civilian reactors as permitted under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty[image: External link] and other international agreements, but the processes that Iran has been developing to reprocess and enrich uranium are also critical components for the development of a nuclear weapon.

Since there exists some circumstantial evidence that Iran, classified by the U.S. as a state sponsor of terrorism[image: External link], may have intentions of pursuing a weapons program, the Iranian nuclear program became a major foreign policy of the United States.[28]
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Bush has maintained a desire to resume the peace process in Israel[image: External link], and had openly proclaimed his desire for a Palestinian state[image: External link] to be created before 2005. He outlined a road map for peace[image: External link] in cooperation with Russia, the European Union[image: External link], and the United Nations[image: External link], which featured compromises that had to be made by both sides before Palestinian statehood could become a reality.

One particular proposal was his insistence on new Palestinian leadership; a stance that saw the appointment of the first ever Palestinian Prime Minister[image: External link] on April 29, 2003. Bush had denounced Palestine Liberation Organization leader Yasser Arafat for continued support of violence and militant groups. The road map for peace stalled within months after more violence and the resignation of the new Palestinian Prime Minister, Mahmoud Abbas.[citation needed[image: External link]]

By the end of 2003, neither side had done what was outlined in the plan. In April 2004 Bush announced that he endorsed Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan to disengage from the Gaza Strip[image: External link] but retain Jewish settlements in the West Bank[image: External link]. He also announced agreement with Sharon's policy of denying the right of return[image: External link]. This led to condemnation from Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, Arab and European governments[29] and was a major departure from previous U.S. foreign policy in the region. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak[image: External link] commented Bush's policies had led to an 'unprecedented hatred' of Arabs for the U.S.[30]
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President Bush has done work to reduce the HIV/AIDS epidemics in Africa, stop the spread of Malaria, and rebuild broken nations from their genocidal pasts. One of the most notable programs initiated by Bush is the PEPFAR (President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief) Program, which was a commitment of $15 billion over five years (2003–2008) from the United States to fight the global HIV/AIDS pandemic. As of September 2007, the program estimates that it has supported the provision of antiretroviral treatment to approximately 1,445,500 people, mostly in Africa. Bush has also initiated programs that have put more than 29 million of Africa's poorest children into schools.[31] Bush has provided "huge overt support" in Liberia[image: External link] to stabilize the country, and increasingly effective aid and trade backing good governance have helped improve health and provide education, skills, and jobs on the continent.[31] He has also supported agricultural independence in Africa, reducing Chinese mercantilism on the continent that had been overwhelming the farmers. "Beninese" cotton farmers urged him to "stand fast on his opposition to the pork-belly politics of the farm bill that is winding its disgraceful way through Congress" on his last visit to Africa. Finally, he has been steadfast in changing the Doha round of World Trade Organization talks so it will favor the poor in Africa.[31] It has been said, from Time Magazine, that Africa is the "triumph of American foreign policy" and is the "Bush Administration's greatest achievement".[31]
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On October 14, 2006 Bush signed a law imposing sanctions against people responsible for genocide[image: External link] and war crimes in Sudan[image: External link]. It enables the Bush administration to deny Sudan's government access to oil revenues. Furthermore, to the signing of the law, he signed another executive order that confirms the existing sanctions but eases some on parts of southern Sudan. It also includes exceptions to facilitate the flow of humanitarian aid[image: External link] to Darfur. On the other side the order toughens some sanctions[image: External link], including a provision that bars any American from engaging in oil-related transactions in Sudan. The order comes as the Bush administration's new special envoy for Sudan, Andrew Natsios[image: External link], began a trip to Sudan, where he plans to meet with government officials and visit war-torn Darfur.

In response to the Government of Sudan's continued complicity in unabated violence occurring in Darfur, Bush imposed new economic sanctions on Sudan in May 2007.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Post September 11, President Bush worked closely with his NATO[image: External link] allies in Europe, to fight against the Taliban and Al-Qaeda, in Afghanistan[image: External link]. However, after the 2003 Invasion of Iraq[image: External link], relations were strained with France and Germany, who strongly opposed the invasion. But President Bush had an excellent relationship with Tony Blair[image: External link], of Britain, and Silvio Berlusconi of Italy, which took part in the wars in both Iraq and Afghanistan[image: External link]. Bush began his second term with an emphasis on improving strained relations with European nations. Bush lauded the pro-democracy struggles in Georgia[image: External link] and Ukraine[image: External link]. However, Nursultan Nazarbayev[image: External link] of Kazakhstan[image: External link] and Ilham Aliyev[image: External link] of Azerbaijan[image: External link], both undemocratically elected and fiercely autocratic[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] received official state visits to the White House,[32] along with increased economic and military assistance.[33] The President had encouraged both leaders to hold free and fair elections early on in his second term, but in fact neither leader carried out significant reforms.[34][35][36]
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A planned missile defense system in Eastern Europe poses no threat to Russia, President George Bush, told April 1, 2008, responding to concerns that the U.S. might use interceptor missiles for offensive purposes. His comments came before he left Kiev[image: External link] for a NATO[image: External link] summit in Bucharest[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], that is expected to highlight divisions over the plan. Russian President Vladimir Putin and U.S. President George W. Bush failed to resolve their differences over U.S. plans for the planned missile defense system based in Poland and the Czech Republic, on their meeting in the Russian Black Sea[image: External link] resort of Sochi[image: External link] on April 6, 2008, but said they had agreed a "strategic framework" to guide future U.S.-Russian relations, in which Russia and the U.S. said they recognized that the era in which each had considered the other to be a "strategic threat or enemy" was over. Before leaving April 1, 2008 for Bucharest[image: External link], Bush told that Russia will not be able to veto Georgia[image: External link]'s or Ukraine[image: External link]'s inclusion into NATO[image: External link]. Bush said that both countries should be able to take part in NATO's Membership Action Plan[image: External link], which is designed to help aspiring countries meet the requirements of joining the alliance. Bush added that Ukraine already contributes to NATO missions, specifically in Iraq, Afghanistan[image: External link] and Kosovo[image: External link]. Ukraine also has demonstrated a commitment to democracy. Bush denied that the United States might ease off on membership plans for Ukraine and Georgia if Russia acquiesces on the missile shield.[37][38]
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President Bush simultaneously improved relations with India, Japan, South Korea, China and ASEAN[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Bush confirmed that he would be attending the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) conference for the first time during his presidency in 2007. However, he did not attend the conference due to American opposition to the government of Myanmar at the time.[39]

Relations with India improved significantly during George W. Bush's tenure. In September 2001, President Bush removed sanctions which had been imposed in May 1998, after the Pokhran-II[image: External link] nuclear tests. Both his Indian contemporaries, Atal Bihari Vajpayee[image: External link], and Manmohan Singh[image: External link] visited the United States at various times.

President Bush called Chinese President Hu Jintao March 26, 2008 to express his concern about China's crackdown on protesters in Tibet[image: External link] since March 10, 2008. Bush and Hu also discussed issues including Taiwan[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link]'s denuclearization and Myanmar[image: External link].
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Relations with New Zealand[image: External link] under the Bush administration improved and became increasingly closer especially after the Labour[image: External link] Prime Minister[image: External link] Helen Clark[image: External link] visited the White House on 22 March 2007.[40] The United States and New Zealand had been allies during World War II and both countries were members of the ANZUS[image: External link] security alliance during the Cold War[image: External link], which also included Australia[image: External link]. However, bilateral relations were strained under the Ronald Reagan Administration[image: External link] due to New Zealand's anti-nuclear policy which banned visits by nuclear-armed or nuclear-powered warships. This led the United States to suspend defense and intelligence cooperation with New Zealand in 1986.[41]

Following the 9/11 attacks, Prime Minister Clark expressed condolences with the victims of 9/11 and contributed New Zealand military forces to the US-led War in Afghanistan[image: External link] in October 2001.[41] While New Zealand did not participate in the 2003 invasion of Iraq, it still contributed a small engineering and support force to assist coalition forces in post-war reconstruction and the provision of humanitarian work.[42] Cables leaked by Wikileaks[image: External link] in 2010 suggested New Zealand had only done so in order to keep valuable Oil for Food contracts.[43][44]

New Zealand was also involved in the Proliferation Security Initiative[image: External link] (PSI), which was launched by President Bush on 31 May 2003 as part of a US-led global effort which aimed to stop trafficking of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] (WMD), their delivery systems, and related materials to and from states[image: External link] and non-state actors[image: External link] of proliferation concern.[45] New Zealand's participation in the PSI led to the improvement of defense ties with the United States, including increased participation in joint military exercies. In 2008, the Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice visited Prime Minister Helen Clark, and described New Zealand as a "friend and an ally." She also signalled that the US-NZ relationship had moved beyond the ANZUS dispute. The strengthening of US-NZ bilateral relations would be continued by the Barack Obama administration[image: External link], and Clark's successor: the John Key[image: External link] National Government[image: External link].[41]
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Bush Doctrine






The Bush Doctrine refers to various related foreign policy[image: External link] principles of the 43rd President of the United States, George W. Bush.

Charles Krauthammer[image: External link] first used the phrase in June 2001 to describe the Bush Administration's "...unilaterally withdrawing from the ABM treaty and rejecting the Kyoto protocol[image: External link]."[1] After the 9/11[image: External link] attack, the phrase described the policy that the United States had the right to secure itself against countries that harbor or give aid to terrorist groups, which was used to justify the 2001 invasion of Afghanistan.[1][2]

Different pundits have attributed different meanings to the Bush Doctrine. It was used to describe specific policy elements, including a strategy of "preemptive strikes" as a defense against an immediate threat to the security of the United States. This policy principle was applied particularly in the Middle East to counter international terrorist organizations.

Generally, the Bush Doctrine was used to indicate a willingness to unilaterally[image: External link] pursue U.S. military interests.[3][4][5] Some of these policies were codified in a National Security Council[image: External link] text entitled the National Security Strategy of the United States published on September 20, 2002.[6]

The phrase "Bush Doctrine" was rarely used by members of the Bush administration. The expression was used at least once, though, by Vice President Dick Cheney, in a June 2003 speech in which he said, "If there is anyone in the world today who doubts the seriousness of the Bush Doctrine, I would urge that person to consider the fate of the Taliban in Afghanistan, and of Saddam Hussein's regime[image: External link] in Iraq."[7]



TOP
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 National Security Strategy of the United States




The main elements of the Bush Doctrine were delineated in a document, the National Security Strategy of the United States[image: External link], published on September 17, 2002.[8] This document is often cited as the definitive statement of the doctrine.[9][10][11] It was updated in 2006[12] and is stated as follows:[13]



	“
	
The security environment confronting the United States today is radically different from what we have faced before. Yet the first duty of the United States Government remains what it always has been: to protect the American people and American interests. It is an enduring American principle that this duty obligates the government to anticipate and counter threats, using all elements of national power, before the threats can do grave damage. The greater the threat, the greater is the risk of inaction – and the more compelling the case for taking anticipatory action to defend ourselves, even if uncertainty remains as to the time and place of the enemy’s attack. There are few greater threats than a terrorist attack with WMD.

To forestall or prevent such hostile acts by our adversaries, the United States will, if necessary, act preemptively in exercising our inherent right of self-defense. The United States will not resort to force in all cases to preempt emerging threats. Our preference is that nonmilitary actions succeed. And no country should ever use preemption as a pretext for aggression.


	”
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 Components




The Bush Doctrine has been defined as a collection of strategy principles, practical policy decisions, and a set of rationales and ideas for guiding United States foreign policy.[14] Some of these had reemerged from the 1992 draft Wolfowitz Doctrine[image: External link], which had been leaked and disavowed by the first Bush administration; Wolfowitz[image: External link], as deputy secretary of defense, was at the center of the new Bush administration's strategic planning.[15] Two main pillars are identified for the doctrine: preemptive strikes against potential enemies and promoting democratic regime change.[14][16]

The George W. Bush administration claimed that the United States is locked in a global war[image: External link]; a war of ideology, in which its enemies are bound together by a common ideology[image: External link] and a common hatred of democracy.[14][17][18][19][20][21]

Out of the National Security Strategy, four main points are highlighted as the core to the Bush Doctrine: Preemption, Military Primacy, New Multilateralism, and the Spread of Democracy.[22] The document emphasized preemption by stating: "America is now threatened less by conquering states than we are by failing ones. We are menaced less by fleets and armies than by catastrophic technologies in the hands of the embittered few," and required "defending the United States, the American people, and our interests at home and abroad by identifying and destroying the threat before it reaches our borders."[23]

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] remarked thus in 2006, in a statement taken to reflect his view of the Doctrine's efficacy: "If I were rating, I would say we probably deserve a D or D+ as a country as how well we're doing in the battle of ideas that's taking place. I'm not going to suggest that it's easy, but we have not found the formula as a country."[20]

In his 2010 memoir Decision Points, President Bush articulates his discrete concept of the Bush Doctrine. According to the 43rd President, his doctrine consisted of four "prongs," three of them practical, and one idealistic. They are the following: (In his words)


	"Make no distinction between terrorists and the nations that harbor them--and hold both to account."

	"Take the fight to the enemy overseas before they can attack us again here at home."

	"Confront threats before they fully materialize."

	"Advance liberty and hope as an alternative to the enemy's ideology of repression and fear."
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 Unilateralism




Unilateral elements were evident in the first months of Bush's presidency. Conservative Charles Krauthammer[image: External link], coiner of the term "Bush Doctrine," deployed "unilateralism," in February 2001 to refer to the president's increased unilateralism in foreign policy, specifically regarding the president's decision to withdraw from the ABM treaty[image: External link].[24][25]

There is some evidence that Bush's willingness for the United States to act unilaterally came even earlier. The International Journal of Peace Studies 2003 article "The Bush administration's image of Europe: From ambivalence to rigidity" states:[26]



	“
	The Republican Party[image: External link]'s platform in the 2000 presidential elections[image: External link] set the administration's tone on this issue. It called for a dramatic expansion of NATO[image: External link] not only in Eastern Europe[image: External link] (with the Baltic States[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], Bulgaria[image: External link] and Albania[image: External link]) but also, and most significantly, in the Middle East, the Caucasus[image: External link] and Central Asia[image: External link]. The purpose is to develop closer cooperation within NATO in dealing with geopolitical problems from the Middle East to Eurasia[image: External link]. The program therefore takes a broad and rather fuzzy view of Europe.
It would be premature at this stage to say that the US administration has had a fundamental change of heart and shed its long-ingrained reflexes in dealing with Russia[image: External link].

When it comes to the future of Europe, Americans and Europeans differ on key issues. The differences seem to point toward three fundamental values which underpin the Bush administration's image of Europe. The first is unilateralism[image: External link], of which the missile shield[image: External link] is a particularly telling example. The American position flies in the face of the European approach, which is based on ABM talks[image: External link] and multilateralism[image: External link]. An opposition is taking shape here between the leading European capitals, which want to deal with the matter by judicial means, and the Americans, who want to push ahead and create a fait accompli[image: External link].


	”
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 Attacking countries that harbor terrorists




The doctrine was developed more fully as an executive branch response in the wake of the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link]. The attacks presented a foreign policy challenge, since it was not Afghanistan that had initiated the attacks, and there was no evidence that they had any foreknowledge of the attacks.[27] In an address to the nation on the evening of September 11, Bush stated his resolution of the issue by declaring that, "We will make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them."[28] President Bush made an even more aggressive restatement of this principle in his September 20, 2001 address to a Joint Session of Congress[image: External link]:[29]



	“
	We will pursue nations that provide aid or safe haven to terrorism. Every nation, in every region, now has a decision to make. Either you are with us, or you are with the terrorists. From this day forward, any nation that continues to harbor or support terrorism will be regarded by the United States as a hostile regime.
	”




Ari Fleischer[image: External link], the White House Press Secretary at the time, later wrote in an autobiographical account of that address, "In a speech hailed by the press and by Democrats[image: External link], [the President] announced what became known as the 'Bush Doctrine'".[30] The first published reference after the 9/11 attacks to the terror-fighting doctrine appeared September 30 in an op-ed by political scientist Neal Coates.[31]

This policy was used to justify the invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link] in October 2001,[2] and has since been applied to American military action against Al Qaeda[image: External link] camps in North-West Pakistan[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Pre-emptive strikes




Bush addressed the cadets at the U.S. Military Academy (West Point)[image: External link] on June 1, 2002, and made clear the role pre-emptive war[image: External link] would play in the future of American foreign policy and national defense:[32]



	“
	We cannot defend America and our friends by hoping for the best. We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who solemnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemically break them. If we wait for threats to fully materialize, we will have waited too long—Our security will require transforming the military you will lead—a military that must be ready to strike at a moment's notice in any dark corner of the world. And our security will require all Americans to be forward-looking and resolute, to be ready for preemptive action when necessary to defend our liberty and to defend our lives.
	”




The stance of the US administration was that the harsh measures to spread the democracy around the globe are inevitable and efficacious, in which for instance, liberating Iraq will not only plant democracy in the area, but also enable the democracy to flourish in the rest of the Middle East.[33]

Two distinct schools of thought arose in the Bush Administration[image: External link] regarding the question of how to handle countries such as Iraq, Iran, and North Korea[image: External link] (the so-called "Axis of Evil"[34] states). Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link] and National Security Advisor[image: External link] Condoleezza Rice, as well as U.S. Department of State[image: External link] specialists, argued for what was essentially the continuation of existing U.S. foreign policy. These policies, developed after the Cold War[image: External link], sought to establish a multilateral[image: External link] consensus for action (which would likely take the form of increasingly harsh sanctions against the problem states, summarized as the policy of containment[image: External link]). The opposing view, argued by Vice President Dick Cheney, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] and a number of influential Department of Defense policy makers such as Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link] and Richard Perle[image: External link], held that direct and unilateral action was both possible and justified and that America should embrace the opportunities for democracy and security offered by its position as sole remaining superpower.
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 Democratic regime change




In a series of speeches in late 2001 and 2002, Bush expanded on his view of American foreign policy and global intervention, declaring that the United States should actively support democratic[image: External link] governments around the world, especially in the Middle East, as a strategy for combating the threat of terrorism, and that the United States had the right to act unilaterally in its own security interests, without the approval of international bodies such as the United Nations[image: External link].[3][4][5] This represented a departure from the Cold War[image: External link] policies of deterrence[image: External link] and containment[image: External link] under the Truman Doctrine[image: External link] and post–Cold War philosophies such as the Powell Doctrine[image: External link] and the Clinton Doctrine[image: External link].

In his 2003 State of the Union Address[image: External link], Bush declared:[35]



	“
	Americans are a free people, who know that freedom is the right of every person and the future of every nation. The liberty we prize is not America's gift to the world, it is God's gift to humanity.
	”




After his second inauguration, in a January 2006 speech at National Defense University[image: External link], Bush said: "The defense of freedom requires the advance of freedom."

Neoconservatives[image: External link] and the Bush Doctrine held that the hatred for the West and United States in particular does not exist because of actions perpetrated by the United States, but rather because the countries from which terrorists emerge are in social disarray and do not experience the freedom that is an intrinsic part of democracy.[14][20] The Bush Doctrine holds that enemies of United States are using terrorism as a war of ideology against the United States. The responsibility of the United States is to protect itself and its friends by promoting democracy where the terrorists are located so as to undermine the basis for terrorist activities.[14][20]
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 Influences on the Bush Doctrine
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The development of the doctrine was influenced by neoconservative[image: External link] ideology[image: External link],[36][37] and it was considered to be a step from the political realism[image: External link] of the Reagan Doctrine[image: External link].[36][38] The Reagan Doctrine was considered key to American foreign policy[image: External link] until the end of the Cold War[image: External link], just before Bill Clinton became president of the United States. The Reagan Doctrine was considered anti-Communist[image: External link] and in opposition to Soviet Union[image: External link] global influence, but later spoke of a peace dividend[image: External link] towards the end of the Cold War with economic benefits of a decrease in defense spending[image: External link]. The Reagan Doctrine was strongly criticized[38][39][40] by the neoconservatives, who also became disgruntled with the outcome of the Gulf War[image: External link][36][37] and United States foreign policy under Bill Clinton,[37][41] sparking them to call for change towards global stability[37][42] through their support for active intervention[image: External link] and the democratic peace theory[image: External link].[41] Several central persons in the counsel to the George W. Bush administration[image: External link] considered themselves to be neoconservatives or strongly support their foreign policy ideas[image: External link].[37][43][44][45][46][47]

Neoconservatives are widely known to long have supported the overthrow of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, and on January 26, 1998, the Project for the New American Century[image: External link] (PNAC) sent a public letter to then-President Bill Clinton stating:



	“
	As a result, in the not-too-distant future we will be unable to determine with any reasonable level of confidence whether Iraq does or does not possess such weapons. Such uncertainty will, by itself, have a seriously destabilizing effect on the entire Middle East. It hardly needs to be added that if Saddam does acquire the capability to deliver weapons of mass destruction, as he is almost certain to do if we continue along the present course, the safety of American troops in the region, of our friends and allies like Israel and the moderate Arab states, and a significant portion of the world’s supply of oil will all be put at hazard. As you have rightly declared, Mr. President, the security of the world in the first part of the 21st century will be determined largely by how we handle this threat.
	”




Among the signatories to PNAC's original statement of Principals is George H. W. Bush’s Vice President Dan Quayle, George W. Bush's defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link], his deputy defense secretary Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link], his Vice President Dick Cheney, and his brother Jeb Bush.[37]

PNAC member and the chairman of the Defense Policy Board Advisory Committee[image: External link] (DPBAC), Neoconservative Richard Perle[image: External link], later expressed regret over the Iraq invasion[image: External link] and ultimately put the blame for the invasion on President George W. Bush.[48]

Other Bush cabinet members who are thought to have adopted neoconservative foreign policy thinking include Vice President Dick Cheney and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.[49]

The Bush Doctrine, in line with long-standing neoconservative ideas, held that the United States is entangled in a global war of ideas between the western values of freedom on the one hand, and extremism seeking to destroy them on the other; a war of ideology where the United States must take responsibility for security and show leadership in the world by actively seeking out the enemies and also change those countries who are supporting enemies.[14][20][21][50]

The Bush Doctrine, and neoconservative reasoning, held that containment of the enemy as under the Realpolitik of Reagan did not work, and that the enemy of United States must be destroyed pre-emptively before they attack—using all the United States' available means, resources and influences to do so.[14][20][21]

On the book Winning the War on Terror Dr. James Forest, U.S. Military Academy Combating Terrorism Center at West Point[image: External link], comments: "While the West faces uncertainties in the struggle against militant Islam[image: External link]'s armies of darkness, and while it is true that we do not yet know precisely how it will end, what has become abundantly clear is that the world will succeed in defeating militant Islam because of the West’s flexible, democratic institutions and its all-encompassing ideology of freedom."[21]
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 Natan Sharansky




Further information: Democratic peace theory[image: External link]


Another part of the intellectual underpinning of the Bush Doctrine was the 2004 book The Case for Democracy[image: External link], written by Israeli[image: External link] politician and author Natan Sharansky[image: External link] and Israeli Minister of Economic Affairs in the United States Ron Dermer[image: External link], which Bush has cited as influential in his thinking.[51] The book argues that replacing dictatorships with democratic governments is both morally justified, since it leads to greater freedom for the citizens of such countries, and strategically wise, since democratic countries are more peaceful, and breed less terrorism than dictatorial ones.
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 Expanding United States influence




Princeton University research fellow Dr. Jonathan Monten, in his 2005 International Security[image: External link] journal article "The Roots of the Bush Doctrine: Power, Nationalism, and Democracy Promotion in U.S. Strategy",[52] attributed the Bush administration's activist democracy promotion to two main factors: the expansion of material capabilities, and the presence of a nationalist domestic ideology. He claims that the Bush Doctrine promotion of democracy abroad was held as vital by the Bush administration to the success of the United States in the "war on terror[image: External link]". It was also a key objective of the administration's grand strategy[image: External link] of expanding the political and economic influence of the United States internationally. He examines two contending approaches to the long-term promotion of democracy: "exemplarism," or leadership by example, and "vindicationism," or the direct application of United States power, including the use of coercive force. Whereas exemplarism largely prevailed in the 20th century, vindicationism has been the preferred approach of the Bush administration.
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 Criticism and analysis




The Bush Doctrine resulted in criticism and controversy.[26][53] Peter D. Feaver, who worked on the Bush national security strategy as a staff member on the National Security Council, said he has counted as many as seven distinct Bush doctrines. One of the drafters of the National Security Strategy of the United States, which is commonly mistakenly referred to as the "Bush Doctrine," demurred at investing the statement with too much weight. "I actually never thought there was a Bush doctrine," said Philip D. Zelikow[image: External link], who later served as State Department counselor under Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. "Indeed, I believe the assertion that there is such a doctrine lends greater coherence to the administration's policies than they deserve." Zbigniew Brzezinski[image: External link], Jimmy Carter[image: External link]'s national security adviser, said he thought there was no "single piece of paper" that represents the Bush doctrine.[54]

And yet there are inspections that indicate such strategies that are concentrated on liberalism and democracy follow the mainstream of American diplomatic traditions. With the adherence to liberal and universal political ideals, evangelism, and perceived obligations to disseminate the norms internationally, the United States historically played its role as an agent of liberal change in international arena.[55]

Experts on geopolitical strategy note that Halford Mackinder[image: External link]'s theories in "The Geographical Pivot of History[image: External link]" about the "Heartland" and world resource control are still as valid today as when they were formulated.[56][57][58]

In his 2007 book In the Defense of the Bush Doctrine,[14] Robert G. Kaufman wrote: "No one grasped the logics or implications of this transformation better than Halford Mackinder. His prescient theories, first set forth in Geographical Pivot of History, published in 1904, have rightly shaped American grand strategy since World War II. Mackinder warned that any single power dominating Eurasia, "the World Island", as he called it, would have the potential to dominate the world, including the United States."[59] Kaufman is a political scientist, public policy professor and member of The Shadow Financial Regulatory Committee. He said in an interview about the book: "I wrote this book because of my conviction that the Bush Doctrine has a more compelling logic and historical pedigree than people realize."[17]

The Bush Doctrine was polarizing both domestically and internationally.[60] In 2008, polls showed there was more anti-Americanism[image: External link] than before the Bush administration formed the Bush Doctrine; this increase was probably, at least partially, a result of implementing the Bush doctrine and conservative foreign policy.[61][62]
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 Foreign interventionism




Main article: Foreign policy of the George W. Bush administration


The foreign policy of the Bush Doctrine was subject to controversy both in the United States and internationally.[26][52]

Some critics of the policies were suspicious of the increasing willingness of the United States to use military force unilaterally.[63][64]

Robert W. Tucker[image: External link] and David C. Hendrickson argued that it reflects a turn away from international law, and marks the end of American legitimacy in foreign affairs.[65]

Others have stated that it could lead to other states resorting to the production of WMD or terrorist activities.[66] This doctrine is argued to be contrary to the just war theory[image: External link] and would constitute a war of aggression[image: External link].[67][68] Patrick J. Buchanan[image: External link] wrote that the 2003 invasion of Iraq had significant similarities to the 1996 neoconservative[image: External link] policy paper A Clean Break: A New Strategy for Securing the Realm[image: External link].[69]

Political scientist Karen Kwiatkowski[image: External link] in 2007 wrote on her article "Making Sense of the Bush Doctrine":


We are killing terrorists in self-defense and for the good of the world, you see. We are taking over foreign countries, setting them up with our favorite puppets "in charge," controlling their economy, their movements, their dress codes, their defensive projects, and their dreams, solely because we love them, and apparently can’t live without them.[70]
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 Radical departure




According to Buchanan and others, the Bush Doctrine was a radical departure from former United States foreign policies, and a continuation of the ideological roots of neoconservatism.[36][71][72][73][74][75]

Initially, support for the United States was high,[75] but by the end of the Bush administration, after seven years of war, anti-Americanism was high and criticism of the Bush Doctrine was widespread;[75][76] nonetheless the doctrine still had support among some United States political leaders.[76]

The representation of prominent neoconservatives and their influences on the Bush Doctrine had been highly controversial among the American public.[38][49][76][77]

Critics, like John Micklethwait[image: External link] in the book The Right Nation[image: External link], claim that Bush was deceived by neoconservatives into adopting their policies.[49][78][79]
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 Polarization




Anti-war critics have claimed that the Bush Doctrine was strongly polarizing domestically, had estranged allies of the United States,[70] and belied Bush's stated desire to be a "uniter, not a divider".[60]
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 Compassionate belief and religious influence




Bush often talked about his belief in compassionate conservatism[80][81] and liberty as "God's gift".[35] In his Claremont Institute[image: External link] article Democracy and the Bush Doctrine,[74] Charles R. Kesler[image: External link] wrote, "As he begins his second term, the president and his advisors must take a hard, second look at the Bush Doctrine. In many respects, it is the export version of compassionate conservatism."
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 Sociopsychological strategy and effects




There is also criticism on Bush Doctrine practices related to their sociopsychological[image: External link] effects saying they create a culture of fear[image: External link].[82][83][84][85]

Naomi Klein[image: External link] wrote in her book The Shock Doctrine[image: External link] about a recurrent metaphor of shock, and claimed in an interview that the Bush administration continued to exploit a "window of opportunity that opens up in a state of shock", followed by a comforting rationale for the public, as a form of social control[image: External link].[86]
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 Democratization




Some commentators argue that the Bush Doctrine has not aimed to support genuine democratic regimes driven by local peoples, but rather US-friendly regimes installed by diplomats acting on behalf of the United States, and intended only to seem democratic to U.S. voters.[87] For example, in the case of Afghanistan, it is argued that parliamentary democracy was downplayed by the US and power concentrated in the hands of the Afghan president Hamid Karzai, a U.S. ally.[88] The election of Karzai has been described as the result of manipulation on the parts of the U.S. government and U.S. policy maker Zalmay Khalilzad[image: External link]. At the same time, these commentators draw attention to the number of unpopular (but U.S.-friendly) warlords achieving "legitimating" positions under U.S. supervision of the elections. Some commentators interpreted voter turnout figures as evidence of "large-scale fraud".[89] Sonali Kolhatkar and James Ingalls have written, "It remains to be seen if U.S. policy makers will ever allow anything approaching democracy to break out in Afghanistan and interfere with their plans."[90]

Of the elections in Afghanistan, Sima Samar[image: External link], former Afghan Minister for Women's Affairs, stated, "This is not a democracy, it is a rubber stamp. Everything has already been decided by the powerful ones."[91]

Most studies of American intervention[image: External link] have been pessimistic about the history of the United States exporting democracy. John A. Tures examined 228 cases of American intervention from 1973 to 2005, using Freedom House[image: External link] data.[92] A plurality of interventions, 96, caused no change in the country's democracy. In 69 instances the country became less democratic after the intervention. In the remaining 63 cases, a country became more democratic.[92]
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	January 31, 2006
	58-42
	January 31, 2006
	Incumbent




Courts of Appeals



	#
	Judge
	Circuit
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status[image: External link]



	1
	Gregory, RogerRoger Gregory[image: External link]
	Fourth[image: External link]
	May 9, 2001
	July 20, 2001
	93-1
	December 27, 2000[2]
	Incumbent
	–



	2
	Riley, William J.William J. Riley[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	May 23, 2001
	August 2, 2001
	97-0
	August 3, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	3
	Prost, SharonSharon Prost[image: External link]
	Fed. Cir.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 1]
	September 21, 2001
	97-0
	September 24, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	4
	Parker, Jr., Barrington DanielsBarrington Daniels Parker, Jr.[image: External link]
	Second[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 2]
	October 11, 2001
	100-0
	October 16, 2001
	October 10, 2009
	Incumbent



	5
	Clement, Edith BrownEdith Brown Clement[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 2]
	November 13, 2001
	99-0
	November 26, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	6
	Hartz, HarrisHarris Hartz[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 3]
	December 6, 2001
	99-0
	December 10, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	7
	Melloy, Michael JosephMichael Joseph Melloy[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 4]
	February 11, 2002
	91-0
	February 14, 2002
	February 1, 2013
	Incumbent



	8
	O'Brien, Terrence L.Terrence L. O'Brien[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	April 15, 2002
	98-0
	April 16, 2002
	April 30, 2013
	Incumbent



	9
	Howard, Jeffrey R.Jeffrey R. Howard[image: External link]
	First[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	April 23, 2002
	99-0
	May 3, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	10
	Smith, LavenskiLavenski Smith[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 6]
	July 15, 2002
	voice vote[image: External link]
	July 19, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	11
	Clifton, RichardRichard Clifton[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 7]
	July 18, 2002
	98-0
	July 30, 2002
	December 31, 2016
	Incumbent



	12
	Gibbons, Julia SmithJulia Smith Gibbons[image: External link]
	Sixth
	October 9, 2001
	July 29, 2002
	95-0
	July 31, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	13
	Smith, D. BrooksD. Brooks Smith[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	July 31, 2002
	64-35
	August 2, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	14
	Raggi, ReenaReena Raggi[image: External link]
	Second[image: External link]
	May 1, 2002
	September 20, 2002
	85-0
	October 4, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	15
	Rogers, John M.John M. Rogers[image: External link]
	Sixth
	December 19, 2001
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 26, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	16
	McConnell, Michael W.Michael W. McConnell[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 2]
	November 15, 2002
	voice vote
	November 26, 2002
	August 31, 2009
	–



	17
	Shedd, DennisDennis Shedd[image: External link]
	Fourth[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 2]
	November 19, 2002
	55-44
	November 26, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	18
	Bybee, JayJay Bybee[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 8]
	March 13, 2003
	74-19
	March 21, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	19
	Tymkovich, TimothyTimothy Tymkovich[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 9]
	April 1, 2003
	58-41
	April 1, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	20
	Sutton, JeffreyJeffrey Sutton[image: External link]
	Sixth
	January 7, 2003[Rn 10]
	April 29, 2003
	52-41
	May 5, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	21
	Prado, Edward C.Edward C. Prado[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	February 6, 2003
	May 1, 2003
	97-0
	May 5, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	22
	Cook, Deborah L.Deborah L. Cook[image: External link]
	Sixth
	January 7, 2003[Rn 10]
	May 5, 2003
	66-25
	May 7, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	23
	Roberts, John G.John G. Roberts[image: External link]
	D.C. Cir.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 10]
	May 8, 2003
	voice vote
	June 2, 2003
	September 29, 2005
	Elevated



	24
	Callahan, Consuelo MaríaConsuelo María Callahan[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	February 12, 2003
	May 22, 2003
	99-0
	May 28, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	25
	Chertoff, MichaelMichael Chertoff
	Third[image: External link]
	March 5, 2003
	June 9, 2003
	88-1
	June 10, 2003
	February 15, 2005
	–



	26
	Wesley, Richard C.Richard C. Wesley[image: External link]
	Second[image: External link]
	March 5, 2003
	June 11, 2003
	96-0
	June 12, 2003
	August 1, 2016
	Incumbent



	27
	Duncan, Allyson KayAllyson Kay Duncan[image: External link]
	Fourth[image: External link]
	March 28, 2003
	July 17, 2003
	93-0
	August 15, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	28
	Colloton, StevenSteven Colloton[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	February 12, 2003
	September 4, 2003
	94-1
	September 10, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	29
	Bea, CarlosCarlos Bea[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	April 11, 2003
	September 29, 2003
	86-0
	October 1, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	30
	Fisher, D. MichaelD. Michael Fisher[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	December 9, 2003
	voice vote
	December 11, 2003
	February 1, 2017
	Incumbent



	31
	Pickering, Charles W.Charles W. Pickering[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	– [Rn 11]
	N/A
	N/A
	January 16, 2004[3]
	December 8, 2004
	–



	32
	Pryor, Jr., William HolcombeWilliam Holcombe Pryor, Jr.[image: External link]
	Eleventh[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 12]
	June 9, 2005
	53-45
	February 20, 2004[4]
	Incumbent
	–



	33
	Van Antwerpen, Franklin StuartFranklin Stuart Van Antwerpen[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	November 21, 2003
	May 20, 2004
	96-0
	May 24, 2004
	October 23, 2006
	July 25, 2016



	34
	Gruender, RaymondRaymond Gruender[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	September 29, 2003
	May 20, 2004
	97-1
	June 5, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	35
	Benton, William DuaneWilliam Duane Benton[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	February 12, 2004
	June 24, 2004
	voice vote
	July 2, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	36
	Hall, Peter W.Peter W. Hall[image: External link]
	Second[image: External link]
	December 9, 2003
	June 24, 2004
	voice vote
	July 7, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	37
	Sykes, Diane S.Diane S. Sykes[image: External link]
	Seventh[image: External link]
	November 14, 2003
	June 24, 2004
	70-27
	July 1, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	38
	Owen, PriscillaPriscilla Owen[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 13]
	May 25, 2005
	55-43
	June 3, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	39
	Brown, Janice RogersJanice Rogers Brown[image: External link]
	D.C. Cir.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 14]
	June 8, 2005
	56-43
	June 10, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	40
	McKeague, DavidDavid McKeague[image: External link]
	Sixth
	February 14, 2005[Rn 15]
	June 9, 2005
	96-0
	June 10, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	41
	Griffin, Richard AllenRichard Allen Griffin[image: External link]
	Sixth
	February 14, 2005[Rn 16]
	June 9, 2005
	95-0
	June 10, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	42
	Griffith, Thomas B.Thomas B. Griffith[image: External link]
	D.C. Cir.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 17]
	June 14, 2005
	73-24
	June 29, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	43
	Neilson, Susan BiekeSusan Bieke Neilson[image: External link]
	Sixth
	February 14, 2005[Rn 15]
	October 27, 2005
	97-0
	November 9, 2005
	January 25, 2006
	–



	44
	Chagares, MichaelMichael Chagares[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006
	April 4, 2006
	98-0
	April 20, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	45
	Smith, Jr., Milan DaleMilan Dale Smith, Jr.[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	February 13, 2006
	May 16, 2006
	93-0
	May 18, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	46
	Kavanaugh, BrettBrett Kavanaugh[image: External link]
	D.C. Cir.[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006[Rn 18]
	May 26, 2006
	57-36
	May 30, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	47
	Ikuta, Sandra SegalSandra Segal Ikuta[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	February 8, 2006
	June 19, 2006
	81-0
	June 23, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	48
	Shepherd, BobbyBobby Shepherd[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	May 18, 2006
	July 20, 2006
	voice vote
	October 10, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	49
	Gorsuch, NeilNeil Gorsuch[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	May 10, 2006
	July 20, 2006
	voice vote
	August 8, 2006
	April 9, 2017
	Elevated



	50
	Holmes, JeromeJerome Holmes[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	May 4, 2006
	July 25, 2006
	67-30
	August 9, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	51
	Moore, Kimberly AnnKimberly Ann Moore[image: External link]
	Fed. Cir.[image: External link]
	May 18, 2006
	September 5, 2006
	92-0
	September 8, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	52
	Jordan, Kent A.Kent A. Jordan[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	June 28, 2006
	December 8, 2006
	91-0
	December 13, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	53
	Smith, N. RandyN. Randy Smith[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	January 16, 2007[Rn 19]
	February 15, 2007
	94-0
	March 19, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	54
	Hardiman, ThomasThomas Hardiman[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 20]
	March 15, 2007
	95-0
	April 2, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	55
	Livingston, Debra AnnDebra Ann Livingston[image: External link]
	Second[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 21]
	May 9, 2007
	91-0
	May 17, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	56
	Elrod, JenniferJennifer Elrod[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	March 29, 2007
	October 4, 2007
	voice vote
	October 19, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	57
	Southwick, Leslie H.Leslie H. Southwick[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 22]
	October 24, 2007
	59-38
	October 29, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	58
	Tinder, John DanielJohn Daniel Tinder[image: External link]
	Seventh[image: External link]
	July 17, 2007
	December 18, 2007
	93-0
	December 21, 2007
	February 18, 2015
	October 9, 2015



	59
	Haynes, CatharinaCatharina Haynes[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	July 17, 2007
	April 10, 2008
	unanimous consent
	April 18, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	60
	Agee, G. StevenG. Steven Agee[image: External link]
	Fourth[image: External link]
	March 13, 2008
	May 20, 2008
	96-0
	July 1, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	61
	White, HeleneHelene White[image: External link]
	Sixth
	April 15, 2008
	June 24, 2008
	63-32
	August 8, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	62
	Kethledge, RaymondRaymond Kethledge[image: External link]
	Sixth
	March 19, 2007[Rn 23]
	June 24, 2008
	voice vote
	July 7, 2008
	Incumbent
	–




District courts



	#
	Judge
	Court

[Note 1]
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status



	1
	Cebull, Richard F.Richard F. Cebull[image: External link]
	D. Mont.[image: External link]
	May 17, 2001
	July 20, 2001
	93-0
	July 25, 2001
	March 18, 2013
	May 3, 2013



	2
	Haddon, Sam E.Sam E. Haddon[image: External link]
	D. Mont.[image: External link]
	May 17, 2001
	July 20, 2001
	95-0
	July 25, 2001
	December 31, 2012
	Incumbent



	3
	Walton, Reggie B.Reggie B. Walton[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 24]
	September 21, 2001
	97-0
	September 24, 2001
	December 31, 2015
	Incumbent



	4
	Mills, Michael P.Michael P. Mills[image: External link]
	N.D. Miss.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 4]
	October 11, 2001
	98-0
	October 16, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	5
	Eagan, ClaireClaire Eagan[image: External link]
	N.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	October 23, 2001
	99-0
	October 24, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	6
	Smith Camp, LaurieLaurie Smith Camp[image: External link]
	D. Neb.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 25]
	October 23, 2001
	100-0
	October 24, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	7
	Caldwell, Karen K.Karen K. Caldwell[image: External link]
	E.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	October 23, 2001
	100-0
	October 24, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	8
	Payne, James H.James H. Payne[image: External link]
	E.D. Okla.[image: External link]

N.D. Okla.[image: External link]

W.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	October 23, 2001
	100-0
	October 24, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	9
	Hicks, Larry R.Larry R. Hicks[image: External link]
	D. Nev.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	November 5, 2001
	83-0
	November 7, 2001
	December 13, 2012
	Incumbent



	10
	Friot, Stephen P.Stephen P. Friot[image: External link]
	W.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	November 6, 2001
	98-0
	November 12, 2001
	December 1, 2014
	Incumbent



	11
	Bowdre, Karon O.Karon O. Bowdre[image: External link]
	N.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	November 6, 2001
	98-0
	November 8, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	12
	Armijo, M. ChristinaM. Christina Armijo[image: External link]
	D.N.M.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	November 6, 2001
	100-0
	November 12, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	13
	Wooten, Terry L.Terry L. Wooten[image: External link]
	D.S.C.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 26]
	November 8, 2001
	98-0
	November 26, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	14
	Heaton, Joe L.Joe L. Heaton[image: External link]
	W.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	December 6, 2001
	voice vote
	December 10, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	15
	Reeves, Danny C.Danny C. Reeves[image: External link]
	E.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	December 6, 2001
	voice vote
	December 10, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	16
	Robinson, Julie A.Julie A. Robinson[image: External link]
	D. Kan.[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	December 11, 2001
	voice vote
	December 13, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	17
	Engelhardt, Kurt D.Kurt D. Engelhardt[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	December 11, 2001
	voice vote
	December 13, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	18
	Bates, John D.John D. Bates[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 24]
	December 11, 2001
	97-0
	December 14, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	19
	Land, Clay D.Clay D. Land[image: External link]
	M.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	September 21, 2001
	December 13, 2001
	voice vote
	December 21, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	20
	Martone, Frederick J.Frederick J. Martone[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	December 13, 2001
	97-0
	December 21, 2001
	January 30, 2013
	Incumbent



	21
	Johnson, William PaulWilliam Paul Johnson[image: External link]
	D.N.M.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	December 13, 2001
	voice vote
	December 21, 2001
	Incumbent
	–



	22
	Royal, C. AshleyC. Ashley Royal[image: External link]
	M.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	October 9, 2001
	December 20, 2001
	voice vote
	December 21, 2001
	September 1, 2016
	Incumbent



	23
	Mahan, James C.James C. Mahan[image: External link]
	D. Nev.[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	January 25, 2002
	81-0
	January 30, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	24
	Krieger, Marcia S.Marcia S. Krieger[image: External link]
	D. Colo.[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	January 25, 2002
	83-0
	January 30, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	25
	Granade, Callie V.Callie V. Granade[image: External link]
	S.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	February 4, 2002
	75-0
	February 12, 2002
	March 7, 2016
	Incumbent



	26
	Martinez, Philip RayPhilip Ray Martinez[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	October 9, 2001
	February 5, 2002
	93-0
	February 12, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	27
	Zainey, Jay C.Jay C. Zainey[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	October 10, 2001
	February 11, 2002
	92-0
	February 14, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	28
	Leon, Richard J.Richard J. Leon[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	February 14, 2002
	voice vote
	February 19, 2002
	December 31, 2016
	Incumbent



	29
	Gritzner, James E.James E. Gritzner[image: External link]
	S.D. Iowa[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 4]
	February 14, 2002
	voice vote
	February 19, 2002
	March 1, 2015
	Incumbent



	30
	Bunning, David L.David L. Bunning[image: External link]
	E.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 5]
	February 14, 2002
	voice vote
	February 19, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	31
	Jorgenson, Cindy K.Cindy K. Jorgenson[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	February 26, 2002
	98-0
	March 6, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	32
	Blackburn, Robert E.Robert E. Blackburn[image: External link]
	D. Colo.[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	February 26, 2002
	98-0
	March 6, 2002
	April 12, 2016
	Incumbent



	33
	Beistline, Ralph R.Ralph R. Beistline[image: External link]
	D. Ak.[image: External link]
	November 8, 2001
	March 12, 2002
	98-0
	March 19, 2002
	December 31, 2015
	Incumbent



	34
	Bury, David C.David C. Bury[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	September 10, 2001
	March 15, 2002
	90-0
	March 19, 2002
	December 31, 2012
	Incumbent



	35
	Crane, RandyRandy Crane[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	September 21, 2001
	March 18, 2002
	91-0
	March 19, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	36
	Africk, Lance M.Lance M. Africk[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	April 17, 2002
	97-0
	April 17, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	37
	Davis, Legrome D.Legrome D. Davis[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	April 18, 2002
	94-0
	April 23, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	38
	Walter, John F.John F. Walter[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	April 25, 2002
	99-0
	May 1, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	39
	Griesbach, William C.William C. Griesbach[image: External link]
	E.D. Wis.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	April 25, 2002
	97-0
	May 1, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	40
	Ericksen, Joan N.Joan N. Ericksen[image: External link]
	D. Minn.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	April 25, 2002
	99-0
	May 1, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	41
	Anderson, PercyPercy Anderson[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	April 25, 2002
	99-0
	May 1, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	42
	Rufe, Cynthia M.Cynthia M. Rufe[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	April 30, 2002
	98-0
	May 3, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	43
	Baylson, Michael M.Michael M. Baylson[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	April 30, 2002
	98-0
	June 19, 2002
	July 13, 2012
	Incumbent



	44
	Hanen, Andrew S.Andrew S. Hanen[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	May 9, 2002
	97-0
	May 10, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	45
	Davis, Leonard E.Leonard E. Davis[image: External link]
	E.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	May 9, 2002
	97-0
	May 10, 2002
	May 15, 2015
	–



	46
	Mays, Jr., Samuel H.Samuel H. Mays, Jr.[image: External link]
	W.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	May 9, 2002
	97-0
	May 10, 2002
	July 1, 2015
	Incumbent



	47
	Rose, Thomas M.Thomas M. Rose[image: External link]
	S.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	May 9, 2002
	95-0
	May 10, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	48
	Cassell, Paul G.Paul G. Cassell[image: External link]
	D. Utah[image: External link]
	September 4, 2001[Rn 25]
	May 13, 2002
	67-20
	May 15, 2002
	November 5, 2007
	n/a



	49
	Conner, Christopher C.Christopher C. Conner[image: External link]
	M.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	February 28, 2002
	July 26, 2002
	voice vote
	July 29, 2002
	July 13, 2012
	-



	50
	Jones III, John E.John E. Jones III[image: External link]
	M.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	February 28, 2002
	July 29, 2002
	96-0
	July 31, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	51
	Conti, Joy FlowersJoy Flowers Conti[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	July 29, 2002
	96-0
	July 31, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	52
	Savage, Timothy J.Timothy J. Savage[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	March 21, 2002
	August 1, 2002
	voice vote
	August 1, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	53
	Cercone, David S.David S. Cercone[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	March 21, 2002
	August 1, 2002
	voice vote
	August 2, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	54
	Dorr, Richard EverettRichard Everett Dorr[image: External link]
	W.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	March 21, 2002
	August 1, 2002
	voice vote
	August 2, 2002
	April 24, 2013
	n/a



	55
	Autrey, Henry EdwardHenry Edward Autrey[image: External link]
	E.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	March 21, 2002
	August 1, 2002
	98-0
	August 2, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	56
	St. Eve, Amy J.Amy J. St. Eve[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	March 21, 2002
	August 1, 2002
	voice vote
	August 2, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	57
	England, Jr., Morrison C.Morrison C. England, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	March 21, 2002
	August 1, 2002
	voice vote
	August 2, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	58
	Hudson, Henry E.Henry E. Hudson[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	August 1, 2002
	voice vote
	August 2, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	59
	Godbey, David C.David C. Godbey[image: External link]
	N.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	August 1, 2002
	voice vote
	August 2, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	60
	McVerry, Terrence F.Terrence F. McVerry[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	September 3, 2002
	88-0
	September 4, 2002
	September 30, 2013
	Incumbent



	61
	Marra, KennethKenneth Marra[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	September 9, 2002
	82-0
	September 13, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	62
	Corrigan, Timothy J.Timothy J. Corrigan[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	May 22, 2002
	September 13, 2002
	88-0
	September 13, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	63
	Schwab, Arthur J.Arthur J. Schwab[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	September 13, 2002
	92-0
	September 17, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	64
	Martinez, Jose E.Jose E. Martinez[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	September 13, 2002
	voice vote
	September 17, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	65
	Gardner, James KnollJames Knoll Gardner[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	April 22, 2002
	October 2, 2002
	voice vote
	October 3, 2002
	April 3, 2017
	April 26, 2017



	66
	Clark, RonRon Clark[image: External link]
	E.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	October 2, 2002
	voice vote
	October 10, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	67
	Wolfson, Freda L.Freda L. Wolfson[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	August 1, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	December 4, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	68
	Linares, Jose L.Jose L. Linares[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	August 1, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	December 3, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	69
	Kugler, Robert B.Robert B. Kugler[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	August 1, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	December 4, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	70
	Collyer, Rosemary M.Rosemary M. Collyer[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	August 1, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 15, 2002
	May 18, 2016
	Incumbent



	71
	Fuller, Mark E.Mark E. Fuller[image: External link]
	M.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	August 1, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 26, 2002
	August 1, 2015
	n/a



	72
	Jordan, Kent A.Kent A. Jordan[image: External link]
	D. Del.[image: External link]
	July 25, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 15, 2002
	December 15, 2006
	n/a



	73
	White, Jeffrey S.Jeffrey S. White[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	July 25, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 15, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	74
	Smith, William E.William E. Smith[image: External link]
	D.R.I.[image: External link]
	July 18, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 15, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	75
	Kinkeade, James E.James E. Kinkeade[image: External link]
	N.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	July 18, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 15, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	76
	Klausner, Robert G.Robert G. Klausner[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	July 18, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 15, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	77
	Moses, AliaAlia Moses[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	July 11, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 15, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	78
	Reade, Linda R.Linda R. Reade[image: External link]
	N.D. Iowa[image: External link]
	June 26, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 26, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	79
	Phillips, Thomas W.Thomas W. Phillips[image: External link]
	E.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	June 26, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 15, 2002
	August 1, 2013
	Incumbent



	80
	Hovland, Daniel L.Daniel L. Hovland[image: External link]
	D.N.D.[image: External link]
	June 26, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 26, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	81
	Leighton, Ronald B.Ronald B. Leighton[image: External link]
	W.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 26, 2002
	Incumbent
	–



	82
	Martini, William J.William J. Martini[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	November 19, 2002
	February 10, 2015
	Incumbent



	83
	Chesler, Stanley R.Stanley R. Chesler[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	January 23, 2002
	November 14, 2002
	voice vote
	December 4, 2002
	June 15, 2015
	Incumbent



	84
	Otero, S. JamesS. James Otero[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 27]
	February 10, 2003
	94-0
	February 12, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	85
	Junell, Robert A.Robert A. Junell[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 27]
	February 10, 2003
	91-0
	February 12, 2003
	February 13, 2015
	Incumbent



	86
	Adams, John R.John R. Adams[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 28]
	February 10, 2003
	91-0
	February 12, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	87
	Frost, Gregory L.Gregory L. Frost[image: External link]
	S.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 29]
	March 10, 2003
	91-0
	March 11, 2003
	May 2, 2016
	–



	88
	Quarles, Jr., William D.William D. Quarles, Jr.[image: External link]
	D. Md.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 30]
	March 12, 2003
	91-0
	March 14, 2003
	February 1, 2016
	–



	89
	Erickson, Ralph R.Ralph R. Erickson[image: External link]
	D.N.D.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 30]
	March 12, 2003
	unanimous consent
	March 14, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	90
	Steele, William H.William H. Steele[image: External link]
	S.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003
	March 13, 2003
	voice vote
	March 14, 2003
	June 8, 2017
	Incumbent



	91
	Varlan, Thomas A.Thomas A. Varlan[image: External link]
	E.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 28]
	March 13, 2003
	97-0
	March 14, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	92
	Breen, J. DanielJ. Daniel Breen[image: External link]
	W.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 28]
	March 13, 2003
	92-0
	March 14, 2003
	March 18, 2017
	Incumbent



	93
	Simon, Philip P.Philip P. Simon[image: External link]
	N.D. Ind.[image: External link]
	January 29, 2003
	March 27, 2003
	voice vote
	March 27, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	94
	Selna, James V.James V. Selna[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 29, 2003
	March 27, 2003
	97-0
	March 27, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	95
	Springmann, Theresa LazarTheresa Lazar Springmann[image: External link]
	N.D. Ind.[image: External link]
	January 29, 2003
	March 31, 2003
	93-0
	June 24, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	96
	Carney, Cormac J.Cormac J. Carney[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 28]
	April 7, 2003
	99-0
	April 9, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	97
	Bennett, Richard D.Richard D. Bennett[image: External link]
	D. Md.[image: External link]
	January 29, 2003
	April 9, 2003
	99-0
	April 10, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	98
	Drell, Dee D.Dee D. Drell[image: External link]
	W.D. La.[image: External link]
	January 15, 2003
	April 9, 2003
	99-0
	April 10, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	99
	Altonaga, CeciliaCecilia Altonaga[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	January 15, 2003
	May 6, 2003
	91-0
	May 7, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	100
	Minaldi, Patricia HeadPatricia Head Minaldi[image: External link]
	W.D. La.[image: External link]
	January 15, 2003
	May 6, 2003
	voice vote
	May 9, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	101
	Hicks, Jr., S. MauriceS. Maurice Hicks, Jr.[image: External link]
	W.D. La.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 30]
	May 19, 2003
	86-0
	May 21, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	102
	Coogler, L. ScottL. Scott Coogler[image: External link]
	N.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	March 27, 2003
	May 22, 2003
	voice vote
	May 28, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	103
	Greer, J. RonnieJ. Ronnie Greer[image: External link]
	E.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	April 9, 2003
	June 11, 2003
	97-0
	June 12, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	104
	Kravitz, Mark R.Mark R. Kravitz[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	March 27, 2003
	June 11, 2003
	97-0
	June 12, 2003
	October 1, 2012
	n/a



	105
	Woodcock, Jr., John A.John A. Woodcock, Jr.[image: External link]
	D. Me.[image: External link]
	March 27, 2003
	June 12, 2003
	voice vote
	June 16, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	106
	Campbell, David G.David G. Campbell[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	March 13, 2003
	July 8, 2003
	92-0
	July 15, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	107
	Brack, Robert C.Robert C. Brack[image: External link]
	D.N.M.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	July 14, 2003
	voice vote
	July 15, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	108
	Der-Yeghiayan, SamuelSamuel Der-Yeghiayan[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	March 5, 2003
	July 14, 2003
	89-0
	July 15, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	109
	Suko, Lonny R.Lonny R. Suko[image: External link]
	E.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	July 15, 2003
	94-0
	July 16, 2003
	November 1, 2013
	Incumbent



	110
	Flanagan, Louise W.Louise W. Flanagan[image: External link]
	E.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	January 29, 2003
	July 17, 2003
	voice vote
	July 18, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	111
	Yeakel III, Earl LeroyEarl Leroy Yeakel III[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	July 28, 2003
	91-0
	July 29, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	112
	Cardone, KathleenKathleen Cardone[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	July 28, 2003
	voice vote
	July 29, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	113
	Rodriguez, XavierXavier Rodriguez[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	July 31, 2003
	voice vote
	August 1, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	114
	Montalvo, FrankFrank Montalvo[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	July 31, 2003
	95-0
	August 1, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	115
	Cohn, James I.James I. Cohn[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	July 31, 2003
	96-0
	August 1, 2003
	August 5, 2016
	Incumbent



	116
	McKnight, Harold BrentHarold Brent McKnight[image: External link]
	W.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	July 31, 2003
	voice vote
	August 1, 2003
	November 27, 2004
	n/a



	117
	Browning, James O.James O. Browning[image: External link]
	D.N.M.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	July 31, 2003
	voice vote
	August 1, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	118
	Proctor, R. DavidR. David Proctor[image: External link]
	N.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	September 17, 2003
	92-0
	September 22, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	119
	Castel, P. KevinP. Kevin Castel[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	March 5, 2003
	September 17, 2003
	voice vote
	September 22, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	120
	Robinson, Stephen C.Stephen C. Robinson[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	March 5, 2003
	September 17, 2003
	voice vote
	September 22, 2003
	August 11, 2010
	n/a



	121
	Holwell, Richard J.Richard J. Holwell[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 29]
	September 17, 2003
	voice vote
	September 22, 2003
	February 7, 2012
	n/a



	122
	Feuerstein, Sandra J.Sandra J. Feuerstein[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	January 7, 2003[Rn 31]
	September 17, 2003
	92-0
	September 22, 2003
	January 21, 2015
	Incumbent



	123
	Floyd, Henry FranklinHenry Franklin Floyd[image: External link]
	D.S.C.[image: External link]
	May 15, 2003
	September 22, 2003
	89-0
	September 24, 2003
	October 5, 2011
	Elevated



	124
	Conrad, Glen E.Glen E. Conrad[image: External link]
	W.D. Va.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	September 22, 2003
	89-0
	September 24, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	125
	Gibson, Kim R.Kim R. Gibson[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	September 23, 2003
	94-0
	September 24, 2003
	June 3, 2016
	Incumbent



	126
	Burns, Larry AlanLarry Alan Burns[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	September 24, 2003
	91-0
	September 25, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	127
	Mosman, Michael W.Michael W. Mosman[image: External link]
	D. Or.[image: External link]
	May 8, 2003
	September 25, 2003
	93-0
	September 26, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	128
	Sabraw, Dana MakotoDana Makoto Sabraw[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	September 25, 2003
	95-0
	September 26, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	129
	White, Ronald A.Ronald A. White[image: External link]
	E.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	May 15, 2003
	September 30, 2003
	93-0
	October 2, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	130
	Crone, Marcia A.Marcia A. Crone[image: External link]
	E.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	September 30, 2003
	91-0
	October 3, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	131
	Figa, Phillip S.Phillip S. Figa[image: External link]
	D. Colo.[image: External link]
	June 9, 2003
	October 2, 2003
	voice vote
	October 6, 2003
	January 5, 2008
	n/a



	132
	Jones, Robert CliveRobert Clive Jones[image: External link]
	D. Nev.[image: External link]
	June 9, 2003
	October 2, 2003
	voice vote
	November 30, 2003
	February 1, 2016
	Incumbent



	133
	Houston, John A.John A. Houston[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	October 2, 2003
	voice vote
	October 7, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	134
	Hayes, William Q.William Q. Hayes[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	October 2, 2003
	98-0
	October 6, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	135
	Rodgers, Margaret CatharineMargaret Catharine Rodgers[image: External link]
	N.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	July 14, 2003
	October 20, 2003
	82-0
	November 21, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	136
	Hardiman, ThomasThomas Hardiman[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	April 9, 2003
	October 22, 2003
	voice vote
	October 27, 2003
	April 5, 2007
	n/a



	137
	Fischer, Dale S.Dale S. Fischer[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	October 27, 2003
	86-0
	November 5, 2003
	Incumbent
	–



	138
	Titus, Roger W.Roger W. Titus[image: External link]
	D. Md.[image: External link]
	June 18, 2003
	November 5, 2003
	97-0
	November 6, 2003
	January 17, 2014
	Incumbent



	139
	Sharpe, Gary L.Gary L. Sharpe[image: External link]
	N.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	January 28, 2004
	95-0
	January 29, 2004
	January 1, 2016
	Incumbent



	140
	Filip, MarkMark Filip[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	February 5, 2004
	96-0
	February 8, 2004
	March 9, 2008
	n/a



	141
	Wake, Neil VincentNeil Vincent Wake[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	October 22, 2003
	March 12, 2004
	voice vote
	March 15, 2004
	July 5, 2016
	Incumbent



	142
	Guirola, Jr., LouisLouis Guirola, Jr.[image: External link]
	S.D. Miss.[image: External link]
	September 23, 2003
	March 12, 2004
	92-0
	March 22, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	143
	Cooke, Marcia G.Marcia G. Cooke[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	November 25, 2003
	May 18, 2004
	96-0
	May 18, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	144
	Saylor IV, F. DennisF. Dennis Saylor IV[image: External link]
	D. Mass.[image: External link]
	July 30, 2003
	June 1, 2004
	89-0
	June 2, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	145
	Herrera, Judith C.Judith C. Herrera[image: External link]
	D.N.M.[image: External link]
	September 23, 2003
	June 3, 2004
	93-0
	June 13, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	146
	Karas, Kenneth M.Kenneth M. Karas[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	September 18, 2003
	June 3, 2004
	95-0
	June 13, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	147
	Townes, Sandra L.Sandra L. Townes[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	August 1, 2003
	June 3, 2004
	95-0
	August 2, 2004
	May 1, 2015
	Incumbent



	148
	Pratter, Gene E. K.Gene E. K. Pratter[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	November 3, 2003
	June 15, 2004
	98-0
	June 16, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	149
	Martinez, Ricardo S.Ricardo S. Martinez[image: External link]
	W.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	October 14, 2003
	June 15, 2004
	98-0
	June 16, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	150
	Hopkins, Virginia EmersonVirginia Emerson Hopkins[image: External link]
	N.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	October 14, 2003
	June 15, 2004
	98-0
	June 17, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	151
	Diamond, Paul S.Paul S. Diamond[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 20, 2004
	June 16, 2004
	97-0
	June 22, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	152
	Stengel, Lawrence F.Lawrence F. Stengel[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	November 6, 2003
	June 16, 2004
	97-0
	June 21, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	153
	Duffey, Jr., William S.William S. Duffey, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	November 5, 2003
	June 16, 2004
	97-0
	July 1, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	154
	Robart, James L.James L. Robart[image: External link]
	W.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	December 9, 2003
	June 17, 2004
	99-0
	June 21, 2004
	June 28, 2016
	Incumbent



	155
	Boyle, Jane J.Jane J. Boyle[image: External link]
	N.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	November 24, 2003
	June 17, 2004
	99-0
	June 29, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	156
	Benitez, Roger T.Roger T. Benitez[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	May 1, 2003
	June 17, 2004
	98-1
	June 21, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	157
	Sanchez, Juan RamonJuan Ramon Sanchez[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	November 25, 2003
	June 23, 2004
	98-0
	June 24, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	158
	Kelley, Jr., Walter DeKalbWalter DeKalb Kelley, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	October 31, 2003
	June 23, 2004
	94-0
	August 16, 2004
	May 16, 2008
	n/a



	159
	Schiavelli, George P.George P. Schiavelli[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 20, 2004
	June 24, 2004
	voice vote
	July 8, 2004
	October 5, 2008
	n/a



	160
	Harwell, Robert BryanRobert Bryan Harwell[image: External link]
	D.S.C.[image: External link]
	January 20, 2004
	June 24, 2004
	voice vote
	June 30, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	161
	Irizarry, DoraDora Irizarry[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	April 28, 2003
	June 24, 2004
	voice vote
	July 8, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	162
	Holmes, James LeonJames Leon Holmes[image: External link]
	E.D. Ark.[image: External link]
	January 29, 2003
	July 6, 2004
	51-46
	July 7, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	163
	Schneider, Sr., Michael H.Michael H. Schneider, Sr.[image: External link]
	E.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	May 17, 2004
	September 7, 2004
	92-1
	September 10, 2004
	January 7, 2016
	October 1, 2016



	164
	Covington, Virginia M. HernandezVirginia M. Hernandez Covington[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	April 20, 2004
	September 7, 2004
	91-0
	September 10, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	165
	Watson, Michael H.Michael H. Watson[image: External link]
	S.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	April 6, 2004
	September 7, 2004
	voice vote
	September 10, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	166
	Boyko, Christopher A.Christopher A. Boyko[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	July 22, 2004
	November 21, 2004
	voice vote
	January 3, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	167
	Starrett, KeithKeith Starrett[image: External link]
	S.D. Miss.[image: External link]
	July 6, 2004
	November 21, 2004
	voice vote
	December 13, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	168
	Alvarez, MicaelaMicaela Alvarez[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	June 16, 2004
	November 21, 2004
	voice vote
	December 13, 2004
	Incumbent
	–



	169
	Crotty, Paul A.Paul A. Crotty[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 32]
	April 11, 2005
	95-0
	April 15, 2005
	August 1, 2015
	Incumbent



	170
	Seabright, John MichaelJohn Michael Seabright[image: External link]
	D. Haw.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 33]
	April 27, 2005
	98-0
	April 28, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	171
	Conrad, Jr., Robert JamesRobert James Conrad, Jr.[image: External link]
	W.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 34]
	April 28, 2005
	voice vote
	June 2, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	172
	Dever III, James C.James C. Dever III[image: External link]
	E.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 35]
	April 28, 2005
	voice vote
	May 2, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	173
	Mattice, Jr., Harry SandlinHarry Sandlin Mattice, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	July 28, 2005
	October 24, 2005
	91-0
	November 18, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	174
	Sandoval, Brian E.Brian E. Sandoval[image: External link]
	D. Nev.[image: External link]
	March 1, 2005
	October 24, 2005
	89-0
	October 26, 2005
	September 15, 2009
	n/a



	175
	Smoak, Jr., John RichardJohn Richard Smoak, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	June 8, 2005
	October 27, 2005
	97-0
	November 3, 2005
	December 31, 2015
	Incumbent



	176
	Vitaliano, Eric NicholasEric Nicholas Vitaliano[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	October 6, 2005
	December 21, 2005
	voice vote
	January 19, 2006
	February 28, 2017
	Incumbent



	177
	Watkins, William KeithWilliam Keith Watkins[image: External link]
	M.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	September 28, 2005
	December 21, 2005
	voice vote
	December 27, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	178
	Kendall, Virginia MaryVirginia Mary Kendall[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	September 28, 2005
	December 21, 2005
	voice vote
	January 3, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	179
	DuBose, KristiKristi DuBose[image: External link]
	S.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	September 28, 2005
	December 21, 2005
	voice vote
	December 27, 2005
	Incumbent
	–



	180
	Van Tatenhove, Gregory FrederickGregory Frederick Van Tatenhove[image: External link]
	E.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	September 13, 2005
	December 21, 2005
	voice vote
	January 5, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	181
	Bianco, Joseph FrankJoseph Frank Bianco[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	July 28, 2005
	December 21, 2005
	voice vote
	January 3, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	182
	Burgess, Timothy MarkTimothy Mark Burgess[image: External link]
	D. Ak.[image: External link]
	July 28, 2005
	December 21, 2005
	voice vote
	January 23, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	183
	Batten, Sr., Timothy C.Timothy C. Batten, Sr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	September 28, 2005
	March 6, 2006
	88-0
	March 28, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	184
	Johnston, Thomas E.Thomas E. Johnston[image: External link]
	S.D.W.Va.[image: External link]
	September 28, 2005
	March 6, 2006
	89-0
	April 17, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	185
	Delgado-Colon, AidaAida Delgado-Colon[image: External link]
	D.P.R.[image: External link]
	October 25, 2005
	March 6, 2006
	voice vote
	March 17, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	186
	Larson, Stephen G.Stephen G. Larson[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	December 15, 2005
	March 16, 2006
	voice vote
	March 20, 2006
	November 2, 2009
	n/a



	187
	Zouhary, JackJack Zouhary[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	December 14, 2005
	March 16, 2006
	96-0
	March 28, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	188
	Miller, Gray HamptonGray Hampton Miller[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006
	April 25, 2006
	93-0
	April 25, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	189
	Schiltz, Patrick J.Patrick J. Schiltz[image: External link]
	D. Minn.[image: External link]
	December 14, 2005
	April 26, 2006
	voice vote
	April 28, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	190
	Barrett, Michael RyanMichael Ryan Barrett[image: External link]
	S.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	November 10, 2005
	May 1, 2006
	90-0
	May 5, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	191
	Cogan, BrianBrian Cogan[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006
	May 4, 2006
	95-0
	June 7, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	192
	Golden, Thomas M.Thomas M. Golden[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006
	May 4, 2006
	96-0
	June 13, 2006
	July 31, 2010
	n/a



	193
	Wigenton, Susan DavisSusan Davis Wigenton[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006
	May 26, 2006
	voice vote
	June 12, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	194
	Bumb, Renee MarieRenee Marie Bumb[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006
	June 6, 2006
	89-0
	June 12, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	195
	Hillman, Noel LawrenceNoel Lawrence Hillman[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006
	June 8, 2006
	98-0
	June 12, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	196
	Sheridan, Peter G.Peter G. Sheridan[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 36]
	June 8, 2006
	98-0
	June 12, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	197
	Cox, Sean F.Sean F. Cox[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 37]
	June 8, 2006
	voice vote
	June 12, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	198
	Ludington, Thomas LamsonThomas Lamson Ludington[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2005[Rn 38]
	June 8, 2006
	voice vote
	June 12, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	199
	Guilford, Andrew J.Andrew J. Guilford[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 25, 2006
	June 22, 2006
	93-0
	June 26, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	200
	Whitney, Frank DeArmonFrank DeArmon Whitney[image: External link]
	W.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2006
	June 22, 2006
	voice vote
	July 5, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	201
	Jordan III, Daniel PorterDaniel Porter Jordan III[image: External link]
	S.D. Miss.[image: External link]
	April 24, 2006
	July 20, 2006
	voice vote
	August 7, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	202
	Gelpi, Jr., Gustavo AntonioGustavo Antonio Gelpi, Jr.[image: External link]
	D.P.R.[image: External link]
	April 24, 2006
	July 20, 2006
	voice vote
	August 1, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	203
	Besosa, FranciscoFrancisco Besosa[image: External link]
	D.P.R.[image: External link]
	May 16, 2006
	September 25, 2006
	87-0
	September 27, 2006
	Incumbent
	–



	204
	Wood, Lisa GodbeyLisa Godbey Wood[image: External link]
	S.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 39]
	January 30, 2007
	97-0
	February 8, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	205
	Gutierrez, Philip S.Philip S. Gutierrez[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 40]
	January 30, 2007
	97-0
	February 16, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	206
	O'Neill, Lawrence JosephLawrence Joseph O'Neill[image: External link]
	E.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 41]
	February 1, 2007
	97-0
	February 2, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	207
	Frizzell, Gregory KentGregory Kent Frizzell[image: External link]
	N.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 42]
	February 1, 2007
	99-0
	February 2, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	208
	Fairbank, Valerie BakerValerie Baker Fairbank[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 43]
	February 1, 2007
	voice vote
	February 16, 2007
	March 1, 2012
	Incumbent



	209
	Fischer, Nora BarryNora Barry Fischer[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 44]
	February 14, 2007
	96-0
	April 2, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	210
	Howard, Marcia MoralesMarcia Morales Howard[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 45]
	February 15, 2007
	93-0
	February 20, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	211
	Lioi, Sara ElizabethSara Elizabeth Lioi[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 44]
	March 8, 2007
	voice vote
	March 14, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	212
	Jarvey, John AlfredJohn Alfred Jarvey[image: External link]
	S.D. Iowa[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 21]
	March 8, 2007
	95-0
	March 14, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	213
	Wright II, Otis D.Otis D. Wright II[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 46]
	March 15, 2007
	voice vote
	April 16, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	214
	Bailey, John PrestonJohn Preston Bailey[image: External link]
	N.D.W.Va.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 21]
	March 15, 2007
	voice vote
	March 19, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	215
	Wu, George H.George H. Wu[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 46]
	March 27, 2007
	95-0
	April 17, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	216
	Bryant, Vanessa LynneVanessa Lynne Bryant[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 47]
	March 28, 2007
	voice vote
	April 2, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	217
	Ozerden, Halil SuleymanHalil Suleyman Ozerden[image: External link]
	S.D. Miss.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 46]
	April 24, 2007
	95-0
	May 1, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	218
	Kapala, Frederick J.Frederick J. Kapala[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 48]
	May 8, 2007
	91-0
	May 10, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	219
	Sullivan, Richard J.Richard J. Sullivan[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	February 15, 2007
	June 28, 2007
	99-0
	August 1, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	220
	Settle, Benjamin HaleBenjamin Hale Settle[image: External link]
	W.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 49]
	June 28, 2007
	99-0
	July 2, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	221
	Van Bokkelen, Joseph S.Joseph S. Van Bokkelen[image: External link]
	N.D. Ind.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007
	June 28, 2007
	voice vote
	July 18, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	222
	O'Grady, LiamLiam O'Grady[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 41]
	July 9, 2007
	88-0
	July 11, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	223
	Neff, Janet T.Janet T. Neff[image: External link]
	W.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	March 19, 2007[Rn 23]
	July 9, 2007
	83-4
	August 6, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	224
	Maloney, Paul LewisPaul Lewis Maloney[image: External link]
	W.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	March 19, 2007[Rn 23]
	July 9, 2007
	voice vote
	July 13, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	225
	Jonker, Robert JamesRobert James Jonker[image: External link]
	W.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	March 19, 2007[Rn 23]
	July 9, 2007
	voice vote
	July 16, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	226
	DeGiusti, Timothy D.Timothy D. DeGiusti[image: External link]
	W.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	February 15, 2007
	August 3, 2007
	96-0
	August 9, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	227
	Osteen, Jr., William LindsayWilliam Lindsay Osteen, Jr.[image: External link]
	M.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 50]
	September 10, 2007
	86-0
	September 19, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	228
	Reidinger, Martin KarlMartin Karl Reidinger[image: External link]
	W.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 50]
	September 10, 2007
	voice vote
	September 12, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	229
	Sammartino, Janis LynnJanis Lynn Sammartino[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	March 19, 2007
	September 10, 2007
	90-0
	September 21, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	230
	Mauskopf, Roslynn ReneeRoslynn Renee Mauskopf[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 41]
	October 4, 2007
	voice vote
	October 18, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	231
	Jones, Richard A.Richard A. Jones[image: External link]
	W.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	March 19, 2007
	October 4, 2007
	voice vote
	October 29, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	232
	Aycock, SharionSharion Aycock[image: External link]
	N.D. Miss.[image: External link]
	March 19, 2007
	October 4, 2007
	voice vote
	October 22, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	233
	Dow, Jr., Robert MichaelRobert Michael Dow, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	July 18, 2007
	November 13, 2007
	86-0
	December 5, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	234
	O'Connor, Reed CharlesReed Charles O'Connor[image: External link]
	N.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	June 27, 2007
	November 16, 2007
	voice vote
	November 21, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	235
	Thapar, AmulAmul Thapar[image: External link]
	E.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	May 24, 2007
	December 13, 2007
	voice vote
	January 4, 2008
	May 25, 2017
	Elevated



	236
	Laplante, Joseph NormandJoseph Normand Laplante[image: External link]
	D.N.H.[image: External link]
	June 13, 2007
	December 14, 2007
	voice vote
	December 28, 2007
	Incumbent
	–



	237
	Schroeder, Thomas D.Thomas D. Schroeder[image: External link]
	M.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	January 9, 2007[Rn 50]
	December 14, 2007
	voice vote
	January 8, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	238
	Miller, Brian StacyBrian Stacy Miller[image: External link]
	E.D. Ark.[image: External link]
	October 16, 2007
	April 10, 2008
	88-0
	April 17, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	239
	Hall, James RandalJames Randal Hall[image: External link]
	S.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	March 19, 2007
	April 10, 2008
	voice vote
	April 29, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	240
	Mendez, John A.John A. Mendez[image: External link]
	E.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	September 6, 2007
	April 10, 2008
	voice vote
	April 17, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	241
	Anderson, Stanley ThomasStanley Thomas Anderson[image: External link]
	W.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	September 6, 2007
	April 10, 2008
	voice vote
	May 21, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	242
	Davis, Mark StevenMark Steven Davis[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	November 15, 2007
	June 10, 2008
	94-0
	June 23, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	243
	Kays, David GregoryDavid Gregory Kays[image: External link]
	W.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	November 15, 2007
	June 10, 2008
	voice vote
	June 19, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	244
	Limbaugh, Jr., Stephen N.Stephen N. Limbaugh, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	December 6, 2007
	June 10, 2008
	voice vote
	August 1, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	245
	Murphy III, StephenStephen Murphy III[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	April 15, 2008
	June 24, 2008
	voice vote
	August 18, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	246
	Lawrence, William T.William T. Lawrence[image: External link]
	S.D. Ind.[image: External link]
	February 14, 2008
	June 26, 2008
	97-0
	June 30, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	247
	Snow, G. MurrayG. Murray Snow[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	December 11, 2007
	June 26, 2008
	voice vote
	July 23, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	248
	Gardephe, Paul G.Paul G. Gardephe[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	April 29, 2008
	July 17, 2008
	voice vote
	August 8, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	249
	Matsumoto, Kiyo A.Kiyo A. Matsumoto[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	March 11, 2008
	July 17, 2008
	voice vote
	July 22, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	250
	Suddaby, Glenn T.Glenn T. Suddaby[image: External link]
	N.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	December 11, 2007
	July 22, 2008
	voice vote
	August 29, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	251
	Seibel, CathyCathy Seibel[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	March 11, 2008
	July 22, 2008
	voice vote
	July 30, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	252
	Waddoups, ClarkClark Waddoups[image: External link]
	D. Utah[image: External link]
	April 29, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 21, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	253
	Anello, Michael M.Michael M. Anello[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	April 23, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 10, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	254
	Scriven, Mary StensonMary Stenson Scriven[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	July 10, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	September 30, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	255
	Arguello, ChristineChristine Arguello[image: External link]
	D. Colo.[image: External link]
	July 10, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 21, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	256
	Brimmer, Philip A.Philip A. Brimmer[image: External link]
	D. Colo.[image: External link]
	July 10, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 14, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	257
	Trenga, Anthony JohnAnthony John Trenga[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	July 17, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 14, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	258
	Jones II, C. DarnellC. Darnell Jones II[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	July 24, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 30, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	259
	Goldberg, Mitchell S.Mitchell S. Goldberg[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	July 24, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 31, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	260
	Slomsky, Joel HarveyJoel Harvey Slomsky[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	July 24, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 6, 2008
	Incumbent
	–



	261
	Melgren, Eric F.Eric F. Melgren[image: External link]
	D. Kan.[image: External link]
	July 23, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	unanimous consent
	October 6, 2008
	Incumbent
	–




Specialty courts

United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims



	Judge
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service



	
Kasold, Bruce E.Bruce E. Kasold[image: External link]

	2003
	Incumbent



	
Hagel, Lawrence B.Lawrence B. Hagel[image: External link]

	2003
	Incumbent



	
Moorman, William A.William A. Moorman[image: External link]

	2004
	Incumbent



	
Lance, Sr., Alan G.Alan G. Lance, Sr.[image: External link]

	2003
	Incumbent



	
Davis, Robert N.Robert N. Davis[image: External link]

	2004
	Incumbent



	
Schoelen, Mary J.Mary J. Schoelen[image: External link]

	2004
	Incumbent




United States Court of International Trade



	Judge
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

service



	Stanceu, Timothy C.Timothy C. Stanceu[image: External link]
	2003
	Incumbent
	-



	Gordon, Leo M.Leo M. Gordon[image: External link]
	2006
	Incumbent
	-




Notes



	Courts




	
^ See List of United States district and territorial courts[image: External link]








	Renominations




	
^ Originally nominated on May 21, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ a b c d Originally nominated on May 9, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 21, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ a b c Originally nominated on July 10, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o Originally nominated on August 2, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 22, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 22, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 22, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 25, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001 and January 7, 2003.


	
^ a b c Originally nominated on May 9, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001 and January 7, 2003.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 25, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001, January 7, 2003, and February 6, 2004.


	
^ Originally nominated on April 9, 2003. Subsequently renominated on March 12, 2004 and February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 9, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001, January 7, 2003, and February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on July 25, 2003. Subsequently renominated on February 14, 2005.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on November 8, 2001. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003 and February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 26, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003 and February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 10, 2004. Subsequently renominated on February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on July 25, 2003. Subsequently renominated on February 14, 2005 and January 25, 2006.


	
^ Originally nominated on December 16, 2005. Subsequently renominated on September 5, 2006, November 15, 2006, and January 9, 2007. Withdrawn and nominated to a different seat on the same court on January 16, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on September 13, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ a b c Originally nominated on June 28, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 6, 2006 to the Southern District of Mississippi. The nomination was returned on December 9, 2006. Subsequently nominated to the Fifth Circuit on January 9, 2007.


	
^ a b c d Originally nominated on June 28, 2006. Subsequently renominated on March 19, 2007.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on June 20, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on June 19, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 18, 2001. Subsequently renominated on September 4, 2001.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on July 18, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003.


	
^ a b c d Originally nominated on October 10, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on August 1, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003.


	
^ a b c Originally nominated on September 12, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003.


	
^ Originally nominated on July 25, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003.


	
^ Originally nominated on September 7, 2004. Subsequently renominated on February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on September 15, 2004. Subsequently renominated on February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on April 28, 2003. Subsequently renominated on February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 22, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003 and February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on November 5, 2003. Subsequently renominated on February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on September 10, 2004. Subsequently renominated on February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on September 12, 2002. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 2003 and February 14, 2005.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 12, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on April 24, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ a b c Originally nominated on August 2, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 7, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 4, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on July 13, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 6, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ a b c Originally nominated on September 5, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on January 25, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on December 5, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ Originally nominated on November 15, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.


	
^ a b c Originally nominated on September 29, 2006. Subsequently renominated on January 9, 2007.
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^ All information on the names, terms of service, and details of appointment of federal judges is derived from the Biographical Directory of Federal Judges[image: External link], a public-domain publication of the Federal Judicial Center[image: External link].


	
^ Recess appointment[image: External link] by Bill Clinton; subsequently nominated by George W. Bush, confirmed by the Senate, and received commission on July 25, 2001.


	
^ Recess appointment[image: External link]; retired when appointment ended on December 8, 2004.


	
^ Recess appointment[image: External link]; after Senate confirmation, received commission on June 10, 2005.
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List of George W. Bush legislation and Programs





George W. Bush during his presidency of 8 years from 2001 to 2008 signed 56 legislations. Major ones of these included Joint Resolution to Authorize the Use of United States Armed Forces Against Iraq[image: External link], Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002[image: External link], United States-Chile Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act[image: External link], Controlling the Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Marketing Act[image: External link], Foreign Investment and National Security Act of 2007[image: External link]. He vetoed Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008[image: External link], Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act and 2 other legislations.

During his presidency America withdrew from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty and the Kyoto Protocol. Some of the international treaties signed during Bush's presidency were SORT[image: External link], Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants[image: External link], International Cooperation on Computer Crimes among others.

Legislation signed




	
2001


	June 7: Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001


	September 28: United States-Jordan Free Trade Area Implementation Act[image: External link]


	October 26: USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link]


	November 28: Internet Tax Nondiscrimination Act[image: External link]





	
2002


	January 8: No Child Left Behind Act


	March 9: Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002[image: External link]


	March 27: Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002[image: External link]


	May 13: Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002[1]


	July 30: Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002[image: External link]


	October 16: Joint Resolution to Authorize the Use of United States Armed Forces Against Iraq[image: External link]


	November 25: Homeland Security Act of 2002[image: External link]














	
2003


	March 11: Do-Not-Call Implementation Act[image: External link]


	April 30: PROTECT Act of 2003[image: External link] (Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to end the Exploitation of Children Today Act) (See also: Age of consent[image: External link].)

	May 27: United States Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria Act of 2003

	May 28: Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003


	September 3: United States-Chile Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act[image: External link]


	September 3: United States-Singapore Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act[image: External link]


	September 4: Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003[image: External link]


	November 5: Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003


	December 3: Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003[image: External link]


	December 8: Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003


	December 16: American Dream Down Payment Act of 2003[image: External link]


	December 16: Controlling the Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Marketing Act[image: External link] (CAN-SPAM)




	
2004


	April 1: Unborn Victims of Violence Act[image: External link] (Laci and Conner’s Law)

	July 17: United States-Morocco Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act[image: External link]


	August 3: United States-Australia Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act[image: External link]


	October 22: American Jobs Creation Act of 2004[image: External link]




2005


	February 18: Class Action Fairness Act of 2005[image: External link]


	May 11: Real ID Act[image: External link]


	April 20: Bankruptcy Reform Act of 2005[image: External link]


	August 2: Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] Implementation Act

	August 8: Energy Policy Act of 2005[image: External link]


	August 10: Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act of 2005[image: External link] (SAFETEA)

	October 26: Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act[image: External link]














	
2006


	January 11: United States-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act[image: External link]


	March 9: USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act[image: External link]


	July 27: Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act[image: External link]


	August 17: The Pension Protection Act of 2006[image: External link][2]


	September 30: Iran Freedom and Support Act[image: External link]


	October 4: Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2007[image: External link][3]


	October 17: Military Commissions Act of 2006


	October 26: Secure Fence Act of 2006[image: External link]





	
2007


	May 22: Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008[image: External link]


	May 25: U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act, 2007[image: External link]


	July 26: Foreign Investment and National Security Act of 2007[image: External link]


	August 9: America COMPETES Act[image: External link]


	December 19: Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007[image: External link]














	
2008


	January 08: National Instant Criminal Background Check System Improvement Amendments Law[image: External link]


	February 13: Economic Stimulus Act of 2008


	May 21: Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act


	June 30: Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2008[image: External link]


	June 30: Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008[image: External link]


	July 30: Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008[image: External link]


	August 14: Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act[image: External link]


	October 3: Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008


	October 13: Drug Trafficking Vessel Interdiction Act[image: External link]


	October 16: Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008[image: External link]














	
Legislation vetoed

President Bush vetoed five pieces of legislation during his presidency:


	July 19, 2006: Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act


	May 1, 2007: H.R. 1591[image: External link], U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act of 2007

	May 21, 2007: Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008[image: External link] (veto overridden by Congress)

	June 20, 2007: Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2007[4]


	October 3, 2007: State Children's Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2007[5]





International Treaties Signed

George W. Bush signed several international treaties, including :


	
SORT[image: External link] (2002) - better known as the Moscow Treaty, the United States and Russia agreed to limit their nuclear arsenal to 1700–2200 operationally deployed warheads each.

	
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants[image: External link] (2001)[6]


	
International Cooperation on Computer Crimes (2001) [7]


	
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (2000) [8]


	
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Pornography (2000)[9]




Withdrawal from international treaties

Early on in his first term, George W. Bush withdrew from a number of international treaties, most of which had previously been signed but not ratified, including:


	Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty

	Kyoto Protocol
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List of people pardoned by George W. Bush






Definitions

A commutation means a mitigation of the sentence of someone currently serving a sentence for a crime pursuant to a conviction, without vacating the conviction itself.

Pardons and commutations

This is the list of people pardoned or clemenced by a United States president[image: External link], ordered by date of pardon or commutation.

Pardons

December 20, 2002



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Kenneth Franklin Copley
	M. D. Tenn.
	1962
	Manufacturing untaxed whiskey, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§[image: External link] 5173[image: External link], 5179[image: External link], 5205[image: External link], 5222[image: External link], 5601[image: External link], and 5604[image: External link].



	Harlan Paul Dobas
	W. D. Wash.
	1966
	Conspiracy[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].



	Stephen James Jackson
	E. D. La.
	1993
	Altering the odometer of a motor vehicle, 15 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 1984[image: External link] and 1990(c)(A)[image: External link].



	Douglas Harley Rogers
	E. D. Wis.
	1957
	Failure to submit to induction into the Armed Forces of the United States; 50 App. U.S.C. § 451 et seq.



	Walter Fred Schuerer
	N. D. Iowa.
	1989
	Making a false statement[image: External link] to the Social Security Administration regarding his employment; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1001[image: External link].



	Paul Herman Wieser
	W. D. Wash.
	1972
	Theft from an interstate shipment, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 695[image: External link].



	Olgen Williams
	S. D. Ind.
	1971
	Theft from the mail by a postal employee, iou 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1709[image: External link].




November 5, 2003



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Bruce Louis Bartos
	S. D. Fla.
	1987
	Transportation of a machine gun[image: External link] in foreign commerce, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 922(a)(4)[image: External link] and 924[image: External link].[1]



	Brianna Lea Haney
	W. D. Wash.
	1991
	Failure to report monetary instruments, 31 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5316[image: External link] and 5322(a)[image: External link].[1]



	David Custer Heaston
	D. Nev.
	1988
	False statement, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1001[image: External link].[1]



	Michael Robert Moelter
	W. D. Wis.
	1988
	Conducting an illegal gambling business, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1955[image: External link].[1]




February 14, 2004



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	David B. McCall, Jr.
	E. D. Tex.
	1997
	False entry in bank books and aiding and abetting, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 1006[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[2]




May 20, 2004



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Paul Jude Donnici
	W. D. Mo.
	1993
	Use of a telephone in the transmission of wagering information, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1084[image: External link].[3]



	Samuel Wattie Guerry
	D. So. Car.
	1994
	Food stamp[image: External link] fraud, 7 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2024(b)[image: External link].[3]



	Charles E. Hamilton
	W. D. Wash.
	1989
	Mail fraud[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 1341[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[3]



	Kenneth Lynn Norris
	W. D. Okla.
	1993
	Unlawful disposal of hazardous waste[image: External link], 42 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 6928(d)(2)(A)[image: External link] and 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2[image: External link].[3]



	Johnson Heyward Tisdale
	D. So. Car.
	1994
	Food stamp[image: External link] fraud, 7 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2024(b)[image: External link].[3]




July 6, 2004



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Anthony John Curreri
	E. D. Wis.
	1976
	Mail fraud[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1341[image: External link].[4]



	Craven Wilford McLemore
	W. D. Okla.
	1983
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to defraud the United States and Caddo County, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].[4]




November 17, 2004



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Chico Aguilar Solis
	D. Kan.
	2007
	Embezzlement[image: External link] of U.S. Postal Service[image: External link] funds, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 641[image: External link].[5]



	Gerald Douglas Ficke
	D. Neb.
	1992
	Structuring currency transactions to evade reporting requirements[image: External link], 31 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5324(3)[image: External link] and 5322(a)[image: External link] and 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2[image: External link].[5]



	Richard Arthur Morse
	S. D. Miss.
	1963
	Interstate transportation of a stolen motor vehicle, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2312[image: External link].[5]



	Fred Dale Pitzer
	S. D. Ohio
	1976
	Interstate transportation of falsely made securities[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2314[image: External link].[5]



	Cecil John Rhodes
	N. D. Tex
	1981
	Making a materially false statement in a loan application to a federally insured bank, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1014[image: External link].[5]



	Russell Don Sell
	D. Kan.
	1995
	Aiding and abetting the making of a false statement to a credit institution, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 1014[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[5]




December 21, 2004



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Kristan Diane Akins, fka Kristan Diane Bullock and Kristan D. Wheeler
	E. D. No. Car.
	1990
	Embezzlement[image: External link] by a bank employee, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 656[image: External link].[6]



	Ronald William Cauley
	D. Rhode Island
	1980
	Misapplication of bank funds by an employee, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 657[image: External link].[6]



	Stephen Davis Simmons
	W. D. Tex.
	1981
	Possession of counterfeit obligations, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 472[image: External link].



	Roger Charles Weber
	C. D. Calif.
	1969
	Theft from an interstate shipment, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 659[image: External link].[6]




March 3, 2005



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Alan Dale Austin
	W. D. Tex.
	1987
	Misapplication of mortgage funds, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 657[image: External link].[7]



	Charles Russell Cooper
	D. So. Car.
	1959
	Bootlegging[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5174a[image: External link], 5605[image: External link], 5632[image: External link], and 5681[image: External link].[7]



	Joseph Daniel Gavin
	U.S. Army general court-martial
	1984
	Failure to obey an order[image: External link], drunk and disorderly in quarters, communicating a threat, disrespect to a superior commissioned officer, assault, damage to government property, resisting apprehension, Articles 89, 92, 95, 108, 128, and 134, UCMJ.[7]



	Raul Marin
	W. D. Tex.
	1982
	Failure to appear, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 3150[image: External link].[7]



	Ernest Rudnet
	E. D. N. Y.
	1992
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to file false tax returns[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].[7]



	Gary L. Saltzburg
	D. New Mex.
	1995
	Theft of government property, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 641[image: External link].[7]



	David Lloyd St. Croix
	D. No. Dak.
	1989
	Disposing of stolen explosives, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 842(h)[image: External link] and 844(a)[image: External link].[7]



	Joseph William Warner
	D. So. Dak.
	1995
	Arson, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 1152[image: External link] and 81[image: External link].[7]




June 8, 2005



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	David Thomas Billmyer
	U.S. Air Force special court-martial
	1978 (approved in 1979)
	Making a false claim, Article 132, UCMJ.[8]



	William Charles Davis
	M. D. Fla.
	1983
	Income tax[image: External link] evasion[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 7201[image: External link].



	Richard Ardell Krueger
	D. So. Car.

D. So. Car.
	1979

1980
	Mail fraud[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1341[image: External link].

Furnishing false information on a Housing and Urban Development loan application, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1010[image: External link].[8]



	Michael Mark McLaughlin
	D. New Hamp.
	1983 (sentence modified in 1984)
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to commit mail fraud and mail fraud[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 2[image: External link], 371[image: External link], and 1341.[8]



	Billie Curtis Moore
	E. D. Mich.
	1977
	Income tax[image: External link] evasion[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 7201[image: External link].[8]



	James Edward Reed
	N. D. Tex.
	1975
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess[image: External link] with intent to distribute marijuana[image: External link], 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 846[image: External link].[8]



	Scott LaVerne Sparks
	D. So. Car.
	1989
	Theft of government property, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 641[image: External link].[8]




September 28, 2005



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Gene Armand Bridger
	W. D. Mich.
	1963
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to commit mail fraud and mail fraud[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 2[image: External link], 371[image: External link], 1341[image: External link].[9]



	Cathryn Iline Clasen-Gage
	N. D. Tex.
	1992
	Misprision of felony, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 4[image: External link].[9]



	Thomas Kimble Collinsworth
	W. D. Ark.
	1989
	Receipt of a stolen motor vehicle transported in interstate commerce, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2313[image: External link].[9]



	Morris F. Cranmer, Jr.
	E. D. Ark.
	1988
	Making materially false statements to a federally insured lending institution, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1014[image: External link].[9]



	Rusty Lawrence Elliott
	W. D. Mo.
	1991
	Making counterfeit Federal Reserve notes, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 471[image: External link].[9]



	Adam Wade Graham
	D. Wyo.
	1992
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to deliver 10 or more grams of LSD, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 841(a)(1)[image: External link], 841(b)(1)(A)(v)[image: External link], and 846[image: External link].[9]



	Rufus Edward Harris
	1. M. D. Ga.

2. N. D. Ga.
	1. 1963

2. 1970
	1. Possession of tax-unpaid whiskey, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5205[image: External link] and 2604[image: External link].

2. Possession and selling tax-unpaid whiskey, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5601[image: External link], 5604[image: External link], and 5205[image: External link].[9]



	Jesse Ray Harvey
	S. D. W. Va.
	1990
	Property damage by use of explosives and destruction of an energy facility, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 844(i)[image: External link] and 1366(a)[image: External link].[9]



	Larry Paul Lenius
	D. No. Dak.
	1989
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to distribute cocaine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 846[image: External link].[9]



	Larry Lee Lopez
	M. D. Fla.
	1985
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to import marijuana[image: External link], 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 952[image: External link] and 953[image: External link].[9]



	Bobbie Archie Maxwell
	M. D. Ga.
	1962
	Mailing a threatening letter, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 876[image: External link].[9]



	Denise Bitters Mendelkow
	D. Utah
	1981
	Embezzlement[image: External link] by a bank employee, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 656[image: External link].[9]



	Michael John Pozorski
	W. D. Wis.
	1988
	Unlawful possession of an unregistered firearm, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5861(d)[image: External link] and 5871[image: External link].[9]



	Mark Lewis Weber
	U.S. Air Force general court-martial
	1981
	Selling Quaalude tablets (one specification) and selling, using, and possessing[image: External link] marijuana[image: External link] (three specifications), Articles 92 and 134, UCMJ.[9]




December 20, 2005



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Carl Eugene Cantrell
	E. D. Tenn.
	1967
	Violation of Internal Revenue Service liquor laws[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 2601 et seq.[10]



	Charles Winston Carter
	S. (now Central) D. Ill.
	1964
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to steal property of the United States, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 371[image: External link] and 641[image: External link].[10]



	Harper James Finucan
	D. So. Car.
	1980
	Possession[image: External link] with intent to distribute marijuana[image: External link], 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] 841|a|1.[10]



	Bobby Frank Kay, Sr.
	E. D. Va.
	1959
	Operation of an illegal distillery, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5174[image: External link], 5606[image: External link], 5216[image: External link], 5686(b)[image: External link], and 7302[image: External link].[10]



	Melvin L. McKee
	D. Nev.
	1982
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to make and cause the making of false statements in loan applications; aiding and abetting the making of a materially false statement in a loan application, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 371[image: External link], 1014[image: External link], and 2[image: External link].[10]



	Charles Elis McKinley
	M. D. Tenn.
	1950
	Violation of Internal Revenue Service liquor laws[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1185[image: External link] (as in effect in 1950).[10]



	Donald Lee Pendergrass
	S. D. Calif.
	1964
	Bank robbery[image: External link] by use of a dangerous weapon, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 2113(a)[image: External link] and d[image: External link].[10]



	Charles Blurford Power
	N. D. Ga.
	1948
	Interstate transportation of a stolen motor vehicle, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §408 (1940 edition).[10]



	John Gregory Schillace
	E. D. La.
	1988
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess[image: External link] cocaine with intent to distribute, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 846[image: External link].[10]



	Wendy Rose St. Charles, fka Wendy Rose St. Charles Holmes
	N. D. Ill.
	1984
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to conduct a narcotics enterprise, and distribution of cocaine, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1962(d)[image: External link] and 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link].[10]



	Jimmy Lee Williams
	N. D. Tex.
	1995
	False statement on a loan application, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1014[image: External link].[10]




April 18, 2006



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Patrick Harold Ackerman
	D. Ore.
	1980
	Filing false statements, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1001[image: External link].



	Karen Marie Edmonson
	D. Minn.
	1978
	Distribution of methamphetamine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link].



	Anthony Americo Franchi
	D. Mass.
	1983
	Income tax[image: External link] evasion[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 7201[image: External link].



	Timothy Mark Freudenthal
	E. D. Wis.
	1985
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to introduce imported merchandise into commerce of the United States, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].



	George Anderson Glenn
	U.S. Army general court-martial
	1956
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to commit larceny and larceny, Articles 81 and 121, UCMJ



	Mark Reuben Hale
	E. D. Tex.
	1991
	Savings and Loan fraud, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1344[image: External link].



	Kenneth Ward Hill
	N. D. Miss.
	1992
	Attempted tax evasion[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 7201[image: External link].



	Margaret Ann Leggett
	E. D. Ark.
	1981
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to defraud the United States by making false claims for income tax[image: External link] refunds, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 286[image: External link].



	Elke Margarethe Mikaelian
	D. New Mex.
	1993
	Misprision of felony, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 4[image: External link].



	Karl Bruce Weber
	N. D. Fla.
	1985
	Possession[image: External link] of cocaine with intent to distribute, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link].



	Carl Manar White
	E. D. Okla.
	1983
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to defraud the United States and Pittsburgh County, Oklahoma, by tax evasion[image: External link] and mail fraud[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].




August 15, 2006



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	James Leon Adams
	D. So. Car.
	1976
	Selling firearms to out-of-state residents and falsifying firearms records, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 922(b)(3)[image: External link], 922(m)[image: External link], and 924(a)[image: External link].[11]



	Tony Dale Ashworth
	D. So. Car.
	1989
	Unlawful transfer of a firearm, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5861(e)[image: External link] and 5871[image: External link].[11]



	Randall Leece Deal
	1. N. D. Ga.

2. N. D. Ga

3. N. D. Ga.
	1. 1960

2. 1964

3. 1964
	1. Liquor law violation[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]

2. Liquor law violation, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]

3. Conspiracy[image: External link] to violate the liquor laws, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link][11]



	William Henry Eagle
	E. D. Ark.
	1972
	Possessing an unregistered still, carrying on the business of a distiller without giving the required bond, and manufacturing mash on other than lawfully qualified premises, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5601(a)(1)[image: External link], 5601(a)(4)[image: External link], and 5601(a)(7)[image: External link].[11]



	Robert Carter Eversole
	E. D. Tenn.
	1984
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to commit theft from an interstate shipment, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].[11]



	Kenneth Clifford Foner
	D. Neb.
	1991
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to impede functions of the FDIC, commit embezzlement[image: External link] as a bank officer, make false entries in the records of an FDIC-insured bank, and commit bank fraud, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 371[image: External link], 656[image: External link], 1005[image: External link], and 1344[image: External link].[11]



	Victoria Diane Frost
	W. D. N. Y.
	1994
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess[image: External link] and distribute L-ephedrine hydrochloride, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 846[image: External link].[11]



	William Grover Frye
	1. U.S. Army general court-martial

2. S. D. Ind.
	1. 1968

2. 1973
	1. Absence without leave (two specifications), Article 86, UCMJ (10 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 886), and escape from lawful confinement, Article 95, UCMJ (10 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 895[image: External link]).

2. Sale of a stolen motor vehicle moving in interstate commerce, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2313[image: External link].[11]



	Stanley Bernard Hamilton
	S. D. Miss.
	1990
	Altering U.S. postal money orders, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 500[image: External link].[11]



	Melodie Jean Hebert
	D. Rhode Island
	1984
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to defraud the United States by making false claims, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 371[image: External link] and 1001[image: External link].[11]



	James Earnest Kinard, Jr.
	D. So. Car.
	1984
	Failure by a licensed firearms dealer to make appropriate entries in firearms records required to be kept by law (four counts), making false entries by a licensed firearms dealer in firearms records required to be made by law, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 922(m)[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[11]



	Devin Timothy Kruse
	U.S. Coast Guard special court-martial
	1978
	Unauthorized absence, Article 86, UCMJ (10 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 886[image: External link]).[11]



	Gerard Murphy
	M. D. Fla.
	1972
	Theft of a motor vehicle from a U.S. Air Force base, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 7[image: External link] and 13[image: External link].[11]



	Joseph Matthew Novak
	N. D. Ohio
	1994
	Possession and transfer of an illegal weapon, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 922(o)(1)[image: External link] and 924(a)(2)[image: External link].[11]



	John Louis Ribando
	1. C. D. Calif.

2. C. D. Calif.
	1. 1976

2. 1978
	1. Possession[image: External link] with intent to distribute a controlled substance ( marijuana[image: External link]), 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 841(a)(1)[image: External link].

2. Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess with intent to distribute a controlled substance (marijuana), and importing a controlled substance (marijuana), 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 841(a)(1)[image: External link], 846[image: External link], 952(a)[image: External link], 960(a)(1)[image: External link], and 963[image: External link].[11]



	Edward Rodriguez Trevino, Jr.
	U.S. Navy special court-martial
	1997
	Larceny, Article 121, UCMJ (10 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 921[image: External link]).[11]



	Jerry Dean Walker
	W. D. No. Car.
	1989
	Possession[image: External link] with intent to distribute cocaine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link].[11]




December 21, 2006



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Charles James Allen
	D. Md.
	1979
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to defraud the United States, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].



	William Sidney Baldwin, Sr.
	D. So. Car.
	1981
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess[image: External link] marijuana[image: External link], 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 846[image: External link].



	Timothy Evans Barfield
	E. D. No. Car.
	1989
	Aiding and abetting false statements in a Small Business Administration loan application, 15 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 645(a)[image: External link] and 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2[image: External link].



	Clyde Philip Boudreaux
	U.S. Navy general court-martial
	1975
	Borrowing money from enlisted men, accepting a non-interest-bearing loan from a government contractor, and swearing to a false affidavit, Articles 92, 107, 134, UCMJ.



	Marie Georgette Ginette Briere
	D. P. R.
	1982
	Possession[image: External link] of cocaine with intent to distribute, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link].



	Dale C. Critz, Jr.
	M. D. Fla.
	1989
	Making a false statement, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1001[image: External link].



	Mark Allen Eberwine
	W. D. Tex.
	1985 (as amended in 1986)
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to defraud the United States by impeding, impairing, and obstructing the assessment of taxes by the Internal Revenue Service, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 371; false declaration to the grand jury, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1623[image: External link].



	Colin Earl Francis
	D. Conn.
	1993
	Accepting a kickback, 41 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 53[image: External link] and 54[image: External link].



	George Thomas Harley
	D. New Mex.
	1984
	Aiding and abetting the distribution of cocaine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link] and 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 2



	Patricia Ann Hultman
	W. D. Pa.
	1985
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess[image: External link] with intent to distribute and to distribute cocaine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] 846.



	Eric William Olson
	U.S. Army general court-martial
	1984
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess[image: External link] with intent to distribute, possession with intent to distribute, possession of, and use of hashish, Articles 81 and 134, UCMJ.



	Thomas R. Reece
	N. D. Ga.
	1969
	Violating the Internal Revenue Code pertaining to alcohol[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 5681(c)[image: External link].



	Larry Gene Ross
	D. Wyo.
	1989
	Making false statements in a bank loan application, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1014[image: External link].



	Jearld David Swanner
	W. D. Okla.
	1991
	Making false statements in a bank loan application, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1005[image: External link].



	James Walter Taylor
	E. D. Ark.
	1991
	Bank fraud, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1344[image: External link].



	Janet Theone Upton
	D. Nev.
	1975
	Mail fraud[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1341[image: External link].




December 10, 2007



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	James Albert Bodendieck, Sr.
	S. D. Ill.
	1959
	Interstate transportation of a stolen vehicle, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2312[image: External link].[12]



	Jeffrey James Bruce
	D. Haw.
	1994
	Possession of stolen mail, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1708[image: External link].[12]



	Charles Wayne Bryant
	N. D. Ga.
	1962
	Theft of United States mail by employee, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1709[image: External link].[12]



	Carleton Gregory Carpenter
	M. D. Fla
	1981
	Making a false representation with respect to information required to be kept in the records of a person holding a federal firearms license, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 2[image: External link] and 924(a)[image: External link].



	John Edward Casto
	N. D. W. Va.
	1990
	Distribution of cocaine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link].



	Jackie Ray Clayborn
	W. D. Ark.
	1993
	Manufacturing marijuana[image: External link], 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(b)(1)(D)[image: External link].



	Debbie Sue Conklin fka Debbie Sue McAlevy
	D. Neb.
	1990
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to distribute methamphetamine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 846[image: External link] and 841(a)(1)[image: External link].



	Charles Richard Fennell
	C. D. Calif.
	1995
	False statement to a federally insured financial institution, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1014[image: External link].



	John Fornaby
	S. D. Fla.
	1991
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to distribute cocaine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 846[image: External link].



	Daniel Ray Freeman
	S. D. Ga.
	1963
	Violation of Internal Revenue Service liquor laws[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5205(a)(2)[image: External link] and 5604(a)(1)[image: External link].



	Thomas Dee Gandy
	N. D. Tex.
	1996
	Mail fraud[image: External link] affecting a financial institution, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1341[image: External link].



	Melton Harrell
	N. D. Ga.
	1976
	Theft of government property and receiving stolen government property, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 641[image: External link].



	Paul Dwight Hawkins
	M. D. Fla.
	1990
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to import marijuana[image: External link], 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 963[image: External link].



	Roger Paul Ingram
	W. D. Tex.
	1987
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess[image: External link] with intent to distribute an analogue of a Schedule I controlled substance, 3,4 methylenedioxymethamphetamine (ecstasy), 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 813[image: External link], 841(a)(1)[image: External link], and 846[image: External link].



	William Lucius Jones, Jr.
	N. D. Ala.
	1972
	Illegal possession of an unregistered firearm, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 5861(d)[image: External link].



	William Charles Jordan, Jr.
	M. D. Pa.
	2000
	Managing and conducting an illegal gambling business, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1955[image: External link].[13]



	Saul Kaplan
	M. D. Pa.
	1992
	Violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act[image: External link], 2 U.S.C. §§ 437g|d|1|A and 441a|1|A.



	Billy Joe LaForce
	S. D. Tex.
	1991
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to possess[image: External link] marijuana[image: External link] with intent to distribute, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 846[image: External link], 841(a)(1)[image: External link], and 841(b)(1)(D)[image: External link].



	Rudolph J. Macejak
	N. D. Ill.
	1986
	Possession of an unregistered firearm, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5861(d)[image: External link] and i[image: External link].



	John F. McDermott
	D. Mass.
	1995
	Receiving kickbacks in defense procurement contracts, 41 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 51-54 and 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2[image: External link].



	William James Norman
	S. D. Ga.
	1970
	Possession of an unregistered distillery, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5179[image: External link] and 5601(a)(1)[image: External link]; carrying on the business of a distiller without giving the required bond, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 5601|a; possession and custody of a still without the required sign outside the premises, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 5180[image: External link]; working at a distillery without the required sign outside the premises, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5180[image: External link] and 5681(c)[image: External link]; unlawfully producing distilled spirits from mash and similar material, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5601(a)(8)[image: External link] and 5222[image: External link].



	Glanus Terrell Osborne
	S. D. Ga.
	1990
	Possession of a stolen motor vehicle, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2313[image: External link].



	John Gordon Smith
	N. D. Tex.
	1988
	False statement to a federal agency, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1001[image: External link].



	Walter J. Sweeney, III
	S. D. Ohio
	1993
	Attempting to evade[image: External link] income taxes[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 7201[image: External link].



	Nancy Lynn Thompson
	N. D. Fla.
	1997
	Embezzlement[image: External link] by a bank employee, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 656[image: External link].



	Daryl Toney
	M. D. Ga.
	1993
	Misdemeanor theft within the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 641[image: External link].



	Charles Eddie Trobaugh
	M. D. Tenn.
	1965
	Liquor law violations[image: External link], 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 5179(a)[image: External link], 5601(a)(1)[image: External link], 5222[image: External link], 5601(a)(7)[image: External link], and 5604(a)(1)[image: External link].



	Samuel Lewis Whisel
	M. D. Pa.
	1989
	Aiding and abetting the interstate transportation of stolen goods, 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 2314[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].



	Steven Wayne Whitlock
	M. D. Fla
	1990
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to import marijuana[image: External link], 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 952[image: External link], 960(b)(1)(G)[image: External link], and 963[image: External link].




March 24, 2008



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	William L. Baker
	D. Wyo.
	1980
	Distribution of a controlled substance, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 841|a|1, 841|b|2; falsifying records, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 827(a)(3)[image: External link], 843(a)(4)[image: External link].[14]



	George Francis Bauckham
	D. N. J.
	1958
	Unlawful detention, delay and secretion of mail by postal employee; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1703(a)[image: External link].[14]



	Kenneth Charles Britt
	D. Kan.
	1998
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to violate federal and state fish and wildlife laws; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].[14]



	William Bruce Butt
	E. D. Ky.
	1990
	Bank embezzlement[image: External link]; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 656[image: External link].[14]



	Mariano Garza Caballero
	S. D. Tex.
	1984
	Dealing in firearms without a federal firearms license; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 922(a)(1)[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[14]



	Anthony C. Foglio aka Tony Foley
	N. D. W. Va.
	1996
	Distribution of marijuana[image: External link]; 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link].



	Marvin Robert Foster
	D. Rhode Island
	1968
	False statement in connection with a Federal Housing Administration loan; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1010[image: External link].



	Carl Harry Hachmeister
	D. Utah
	1985
	Conspiracy[image: External link] (to commit wire and mail fraud[image: External link]); 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].



	William Marcus McDonald
	U.S. Air Force general court-martial
	1984
	Distribution of cocaine, possession[image: External link] of cocaine with intent to distribute, use of cocaine, possession of cocaine, use of marijuana[image: External link]; Article 134, U.C.M.J.



	Robert Michael Milroy
	E. D. Va.
	1975
	Importation of heroin; 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 960(a)(1)[image: External link], 952(a)[image: External link], and 843(b)[image: External link].



	Jerry Lynn Moldenhauer
	D. Col.
	1994
	Knowingly selling migratory bird parts in violation of Migratory Bird Treaty Act; 16 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 703[image: External link] and 707(b)[image: External link].



	Thomas Donald Moldenhauer
	D. Col.
	1994
	Knowingly selling migratory bird parts in violation of Migratory Bird Treaty Act; 16 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 703[image: External link] and 707(b)[image: External link].



	Richard James Putney, aka Richard James Putney, Jr.
	N. D. W. Va.
	1996
	Aiding and abetting the escape of a prisoner; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 752(a)[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].



	Timothy Alfred Thone
	D. Minn.
	1987
	Making a false statement to the Department of Housing and Urban Development to obtain a mortgage loan; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1010[image: External link].



	Lonnie Edward Two Eagle, Sr.
	D. S. Dak.
	1976
	Simple assault committed on an Indian reservation (misdemeanor); 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 1153[image: External link] and 113(e)[image: External link], now 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 113(a)(5)[image: External link], as re-numbered and amended.




November 24, 2008



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	Leslie Owen Collier
	E. D. Mo.
	1996
	Unauthorized use of a registered pesticide, 7 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 136(j)(a)(2)(F)[image: External link] and 136(l)(b)[image: External link]; violation of the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, 16 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 668(a)[image: External link].[15][16]



	Milton Kirk Cordes
	D. So. Dak.
	1998
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to violate the Lacey Act; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 371[image: External link], 16 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 3372(a)(2)(A)[image: External link], 3373(d)(1)(B)[image: External link].[15]



	Richard Micheal Culpepper
	C. D. Ill.
	1988
	
False statements to the United States; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 287[image: External link].[15]

	William Charles Davis (1983 income tax[image: External link] evasion[image: External link])[8]








	Brenda Jean Dolenz-Helmer
	N. D. Tex
	1998
	Misprision of a felony[image: External link]; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 4[image: External link].[15]



	Andrew Foster Harley
	U.S. Air Force general court-martial
	1985
	Wrongful use and distribution of marijuana[image: External link] and cocaine; Article 112a, Uniform Code of Military Justice.[15]



	Obie Gene Helton
	E. D. Tenn.
	1983
	Unauthorized acquisition of food stamps[image: External link]; 7 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 2024(b)[image: External link], 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2[image: External link].[15]



	Carey C. Hice, Sr.
	D. So. Car.
	1996
	Income tax[image: External link] evasion[image: External link]; 26 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 7201[image: External link] and 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2[image: External link].[15]



	Geneva Yvonne Hogg
	D. So. Car.
	1980
	Bank embezzlement[image: External link]; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 657[image: External link].[15]



	William Hoyle McCright, Jr.
	W. D. Tex.
	1986
	Making false entries, books, reports or statements of bank; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1005[image: External link].[15]



	Paul Julian McCurdy
	E. D. Okla.
	1988
	Misapplication of bank funds by a bank officer; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 656[image: External link].[15]



	Robert Earl Mohon, Jr.
	N. D. Ala.
	1987
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to distribute marijuana[image: External link]; 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 841[image: External link] and 846[image: External link].[15]



	Ronald Alan Mohrhoff
	C. D. Calif.
	1984
	Unlawful use of a telephone in furtherance of a narcotics felony, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 843(b)[image: External link]; possession[image: External link] of cocaine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 844(a)[image: External link].[15]



	Daniel Figh Pue, III
	S. D. Tex.
	1996
	Illegal treatment, storage, and disposal of a hazardous waste[image: External link] without a permit, 42 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 6928(d)(2)(A)[image: External link]; illegal transportation of a hazardous waste[image: External link] to an unpermitted facility for storage or disposal, 42 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 6928(d)(1)[image: External link].[15]



	Orion Lynn Vick
	D. Ariz.
	1975
	Aiding and abetting the theft of government property; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 641[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[15]




January 1, 2009



	Name
	District
	Sentenced
	Offense



	William Thomas Alvis, III
	N. D. W. Va.
	1990
	Possession of an unregistered firearm, 26 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 5861[image: External link]; distribution of cocaine, 21 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 841(a)(1)[image: External link].[17]



	John Allen Aregood
	S. D. Tex.
	1996
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to harbor and transport illegal aliens; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 371[image: External link], 8 U.S.C. § 1324|a|1|A(ii)(iii).[17]



	Eric Charles Blanke
	S. D. Calif.
	1995
	Making impressions of obligations of the United States; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 474[image: External link].[17]



	Steven Doyle Cavender
	N. D. Ala.
	1973
	Conspiring to import, possess[image: External link], distribute and dispense marijuana[image: External link]; importing and causing to be imported marijuana; possessing marijuana with intent to distribute; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 371[image: External link], 21 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 841(a)(1)[image: External link], 952(a)[image: External link].[17]



	Marie Elena Eppens
	D. Neb.
	1992
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to distribute and to possess[image: External link] with intent to distribute marijuana[image: External link]; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 846[image: External link].[17]



	Lydia Lee Ferguson
	D. Ariz.
	1990
	Aiding and abetting possession of stolen mail; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 1708[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[17]



	Eduviges Duvi Gonzalez-Matsumura
	C. D. Calif.
	1993
	Aiding and abetting embezzlement[image: External link] of bank funds; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 656[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[17]



	George Clarence Greene, Jr.
	N. D. Ga.
	1985
	Mail fraud[image: External link]; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 1341[image: External link] and 2[image: External link].[17]



	James Won Hee Kang
	N. D. Ill.
	1985
	Trafficking in counterfeit goods; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2320[image: External link].[17]



	Alan Stephen Maiss
	E. D. La.
	1995
	Misprision of a felony[image: External link]; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 4[image: External link].[17]



	Richard Harold Miller
	N. D. Fla.
	1993
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to defraud the United States; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 371[image: External link].[17]



	Delano Abraham Nixon
	D. Kan.
	1962
	Forging the endorsement on a U.S. Treasury check; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 495[image: External link].[17]



	John H. Overholt
	D. So. Dak.
	1998
	Concealment of information affecting Social Security benefits; 42 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 408(a)(4)[image: External link].[17]



	Morris Keith Parker
	D. So. Car.
	1991
	Misprision of a felony[image: External link]; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 4[image: External link].[17]



	Robert Truman Reece
	1. & 2. U.S. Navy summary courts-martial

3. U.S. Navy summary court-martial
	1949

1950
	1. & 2. Unauthorized absence.

3. Unauthorized absence; missing ship's movement.[17]



	Donald Edward Roessler
	S. D. Ohio
	1971
	Embezzlement[image: External link] of mail matter by a postal employee; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1709[image: External link].[17]



	Charles Thompson Winters[image: External link]
	S. D. Fla.
	1949
	Conspiracy[image: External link] to illegally export, and illegal exportation, of a military aircraft to a foreign country; 18 U.S.C.[image: External link] §§ 88 (1946 ed.) and 371, 22 U.S.C.[image: External link] § 452[image: External link], and Presidential Proclamation 2776 (dated March 26, 1948).



	Issac Robert Toussie[image: External link]
	
	
	False statements to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, mail fraud[image: External link]; revoked one day later)[irt 1][17][18]



	David Lane Woolsey
	D. Utah
	1992
	Archaeological Resources Protection Act[image: External link] violation; 16 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 470ee(a)[image: External link] and 18 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 2[image: External link].






	
^ Issac Robert Toussie (False statements to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, mail fraud) George W. Bush revoked his pardon after discovering Issac Robert Toussie's father donated US$28,500 to the Republican Party[image: External link] in April.






Commutations


	Bobby Mac Berry, May 20, 2004 (Conspiracy to manufacture and possess with intent to manufacture marijuana, money laundering)[19]


	Geraldine Gordon, May 20, 2004 (Conspiracy to distribute phencyclidine, distribution of phencyclidine)[19]


	Phillip Anthony Emmert, December 21, 2006 (Conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine)[19]


	
Lewis Libby[image: External link], July 2, 2007 in connect to the Valerie Plame affair[image: External link] (one count of obstruction of justice; two counts of perjury; and one count of making false statements to federal investigators)

	Michael Dwayne Short, December 10, 2007 (Aiding and abetting the distribution of cocaine base)[19]


	Patricia Beckford, March 24, 2008 (Conspiracy and attempt to distribute in excess of 50 grams of crack cocaine)[19]


	
John Forté[image: External link], November 24, 2008 (possession with intent to distribute cocaine and conspiracy to distribute)[20]


	James Russell Harris, November 24, 2008 (convicted in 1993 of cocaine conspiracy, money laundering and bribery)[21]


	Reed Raymond Prior of Des Moines, Iowa, December 23, 2008 (possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute)[17]


	
Ignacio Ramos[image: External link], January 19, 2009 (2006 Shooting and wounding admitted and later convicted drug smuggler Osvaldo Aldrete Dávila and trying to cover up the incident)[22]


	
Jose Compean[image: External link], January 19, 2009 (2006 Shooting and wounding admitted and later convicted drug smuggler Osvaldo Aldrete Dávila and trying to cover up the incident)[22]
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	List of people pardoned by Barack Obama[image: External link]
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Space policy of the George W. Bush Administration





The George W. Bush administration[image: External link]'s space policy is mainly associated with the Vision for Space Exploration[image: External link], announced in 2004. A formal National Space Policy was released in 2006.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Vision for Space Exploration




Main articles: Vision for Space Exploration[image: External link] and Constellation program[image: External link]


The Space Shuttle Columbia disaster[image: External link] occurred early in George W. Bush's term, leading to the report of the Columbia Accident Investigation Board[image: External link] being released in August 2003. The Vision for Space Exploration, announced on January 14, 2004 by President George W. Bush, was seen as a response to the Columbia disaster, the state of human spaceflight[image: External link] at NASA[image: External link], and a way to regain public enthusiasm for space exploration[image: External link]. The Vision for Space Exploration sought to implement a sustained and affordable human and robotic program to explore the solar system and beyond; extend human presence across the solar system, starting with a human return to the Moon by the year 2020, in preparation for human exploration of Mars and other destinations; develop the innovative technologies, knowledge, and infrastructures both to explore and to support decisions about the destinations for human exploration; and to promote international and commercial participation in exploration to further U.S. scientific, security, and economic interests[1]

To this end, the President's Commission on Implementation of United States Space Exploration Policy[image: External link] was a Presidential Commission[image: External link] formed by President Bush on January 27, 2004.[2][3] Its final report was submitted on June 4, 2004.[4] This led to the NASA Exploration Systems Architecture Study[image: External link] in mid-2005, which developed technical plans for carrying out the programs specified in the Vision for Space Exploration. This led to the beginning of execution of Constellation program[image: External link], including the Orion[image: External link] crew module, the Altair[image: External link] lunar lander, and the Ares I[image: External link] and Ares V[image: External link] rockets. The Ares I-X[image: External link] mission, a test launch of a prototype Ares I rocket, was successfully completed in October 2009.
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 2006 U.S. National Space Policy




A new National Space Policy was released on August 31, 2006 that established overarching national policy that governs the conduct of U.S. space activities. This policy superseded the earlier Clinton-era National Space Policy (Presidential Decision Directive/NSC-49/NSTC-8) of September 14, 1996.[5]

The new National Space Policy rejects Arms control[image: External link] agreements that might limit U.S. flexibility in space and asserts a right to deny access to space to anyone "hostile to U.S. interest." The George W. Bush Administration[image: External link] had said the policy revisions are not a prelude to introducing weapons systems into Earth orbit, and that the policy is not about developing or deploying weapons in space.[6]

The document, the first full revision of overall space policy in 10 years, emphasized security issues, encouraged private enterprise in space, and characterized the role of U.S. space diplomacy largely in terms of persuading other nations to support U.S. policy. The United States National Security Council[image: External link] said in written comments that an update was needed to "reflect the fact that space has become an even more important component of U.S. economic security[image: External link], national security[image: External link], and homeland security[image: External link]." The military had become increasingly dependent on Communications satellites[image: External link] and GPS[image: External link], as have providers of Mobile phones, personal navigation devices[image: External link], and even automated teller machines.[6]

The 2006 National Space Policy was replaced by a newer National Space Policy[image: External link] by the Obama administration on June 28, 2010.
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 Background




The National Space Policy stated that for five decades, the United States had led the world in space exploration and use and has developed a solid civil, commercial, and national security foundation. Space activities had improved life in the United States and around the world, enhancing security, protecting lives and the environment, speeding information flow, serving as an engine for economic growth, and revolutionized the way people view their place in the world and the cosmos. Space had become a place that was increasingly used by a host of nations, consortia, businesses, and entrepreneurs.[5]

The policy stated that in this century, those who effectively utilize space will enjoy added prosperity and security and will hold a substantial advantage over those who do not. Freedom of action in space is as important to the United States as air power and sea power. In order to increase knowledge, discovery, economic prosperity and to enhance national security, the United States must have robust, effective and efficient space capabilities.[5]

Bush's top goals were to 'strengthen the nation's space leadership and ensure that space capabilities are available in time to further U.S. national security, homeland security, and foreign policy objectives" and to "enable unhindered U.S. operations in and through space to defend our interest there." The Bush policy called on the Secretary of Defense[image: External link] to provide "space capabilities" to support missile-warning systems as well as "multi-layered and integrated defense. Sections of the 1996 Clinton policy and the Bush revision have similarities, and the general principles of U.S. space policy have changed very little since they first appeared in the Carter Administration's PD/NSC-37 of 1978. The NSC and the Department of Defense emphasized that continuity with previous policies. But some see a significant divergence apparent in the first two goals of each document.[6]

The Carter Policy had simply stated, without much specification in the unclassified version, that "The United States will pursue Activities in space in support of its right of self-defense."[7] Reagan's space policies made similarly general statements. Clinton's top goals were to "enhance knowledge of the Earth, the solar system and the universe through human and robotic exploration" and to "strengthen and maintain the national security of the United States."[6] The Clinton space policy, like the space policies of Carter and Reagan, also stated that "The United States will conduct those space activities necessary for national security." These activities included “providing support for the United States' inherent right of self-defense and our defense commitments to allies and friends; deterring, warning, and if necessary, defending against enemy attack; assuring that hostile forces cannot prevent our own use of space; and countering, if necessary, space systems and services used for hostile purposes."[8]

The Clinton policy also said the United States would develop and operate "space control capabilities to ensure freedom of action in space" only when such steps would be "consistent with treaty obligations." The Bush policy accepts current international agreements by states: "The United States will oppose the development of new legal regimes or other restrictions that seek to prohibit or limit U.S. access to or use of space."[6]
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 Principles of the U.S. National Space Policy





	The United States is committed to the exploration and use of outer space by all nations for peaceful purposes" allow U.S. defense and intelligence-related activities in pursuit of national interest;

	The United States rejects any claims to sovereignty by any nation over outer space or celestial bodies, or any portion thereof, and rejects any limitations on the fundamental right of the United States to operate in and acquire data from space;

	The United States will seek to cooperate with other nations in the peaceful use of outer space to extend the benefits of space, enhance space exploration, and to protect and promote freedom around the world;

	The United States considers space systems to have the rights of passage through and operations in space without interference. Consistent with this principle, the United States will view purposeful interference with its space systems as an infringement on its rights;

	The United States considers space capabilities—including the ground and space segments and supporting links—vital to its national interest. Consistent with this policy, the United States will; preserve its rights, capabilities, and freedom of action in space, dissuade or deter others from either impeding those rights or developing capabilities intended to do so; take those actions necessary to protect its space capabilities; respond to interference; and deny, if necessary, adversaries the use of space capabilities hostile to U.S. national interests;

	The United States will oppose the development of new legal regimes or other restrictions that seek to prohibit or limit U.S. access to or use of space. Proposed arms control agreements or restrictions must not impair the rights of the United States to conduct research, development, testing, and operations or other activities in space for U.S. national interest; and

	The United States is committed to encouraging and facilitating a growing and entrepreneurial U.S. commercial space sector. Toward that end, the United States Government will use U.S. commercial space capabilities to the maximum practical extent, consistent with national security.[5]
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 Goals of the U.S. space policy





	Strengthen the nations' space leadership and ensure that space capabilities are available in time to further U.S. national security, homeland security, and foreign policy objectives;

	Enable unhindered U.S. operations in and through space to defend our interest there;

	Implement and sustain an innovative human and robotic exploration program with the objective of extending human presence across the solar system;

	Increase the benefits of civil exploration, scientific discovery, and environmental activities;

	Enable a dynamic, globally competitive domestic commercial space sector in order to promote innovation, strengthen U.S. leadership, and protect national, homeland, and economic security;

	Enable a robust science and technology base supporting national security, homeland security, and civil space activities; and

	Encourage international cooperation with foreign nations and/or consortia on space activities that are of mutual benefit and that further the peaceful exploration and use of space, as well as to advance national security, homeland security, and foreign policy objectives.[5]
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 Controversies




The Henry Stimson Center, a nonpartisan think tank that follows the space-weaponry issue, said the policy changes will reinforce international suspicions that the United States may seek to develop, test and deploy space weapons. The concerns are amplified, he said, by the administration's refusal to enter negotiations or even less formal discussions on the subject.[6] Additionally, Joan Johnson-Freese of the Naval War College has argued recently in 2007 that while vague in many aspects, the new Bush Space Policy in 2006 read in the past historical context of the last few years can be seen to promote more of a militarization of space. Johnson-Freese, as recently as January 2008 in a workshop sponsored by the Space Studies Board of the National Research Council, has promoted a global leadership role for NASA because of its vast resources and has indicated that the free passing of spacecraft under the Bush policy should fall under a legal realm rather than leave it to U.S to enforce what it believes is a violation of its use of space.

A number of nations have pushed for talks to ban space weapons, and the United States has long been one of a handful of nations opposed to the idea. Although it has abstained in the past when proposals to ban space weapons came up in the United Nations in October 2005, the United States voted for the first time against a call for negotiations—the only "no" against 160 "yes" votes.[6]

Some believe that the U.S. Space Policy violated the Outer Space Treaty[image: External link], which bans the use of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) in space. The debate over a space weapons ban has been complicated, however, by the recent unannounced test by China of an anti-satellite weapon. China had supported a ban and prior to the unannounced test, had routinely stated that it had no anti-satellite weapons programs and that its intentions in space were entirely peaceful.
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George W. Bush presidential campaign, 2000






The 2000 presidential campaign of George W. Bush, the 46th[image: External link] Governor of Texas, was formally launched on June 14, 1999 as Governor Bush, the son of former President George H.W. Bush[image: External link] announced his intention to seek the Republican nomination for President of the United States.

Platform

Bush's original platform, before the September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks[image: External link] and the War on Terrorism[image: External link]:


	Compassionate Conservatism: The Bush campaign made extensive use of the "Compassionate conservatism" concept, based in large part on a book by Marvin Olasky[image: External link] of the same name, with a Foreword by then-governor Bush.




	
Foreign Affairs[image: External link]: Bush promised a humble foreign policy with no nation building. He had criticized the Clinton-Gore Administration for being too interventionist: "If we don't stop extending our troops all around the world in nation-building missions, then we're going to have a serious problem coming down the road. And I'm going to prevent that."[1]


	
Economy[image: External link]: Bush promised tax breaks for all,[2] sometimes using the slogan "Whoever pays taxes gets a tax break." The rich pay the most taxes, and the current system weighs the income tax against the upper income brackets. Bush also supported raising the Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link], which would primarily benefit the lower brackets of income-tax-affected citizens.




	His 2003 tax proposal offers a sweeping package of tax cuts and incentives that would eliminate all federal taxes on stock dividends, quick tax relief for married couples and a $400 per child increase in the tax credit for families with children. Economists are divided on the effectiveness of Bush's proposals for helping the economy. John Leonard, the chief of North American equities for UBS Global Asset Management[image: External link], said eliminating the dividends tax would spur the economy by sending more money into the economy; on the other hand, other economists, including Allen Sinai of Decision Economics and Andrew F. Brimmer, a former Federal Reserve Board member who heads a consulting firm, argued that the dividends tax cut would be largely ineffective.[3] The administration's proposal would also lower taxes for small business[image: External link] owners by expanding the amount of equipment purchases they can write off as deductions from the current $25,000 to $75,000. Opponents argue that this tax proposal would primarily benefit the rich. According to a New York Times analysis published on January 21, 2003, $364 billion out of the $674 billion "economic stimulus" plan is devoted towards eliminating the tax on dividends; however, the poorest fifth of Americans have an average of $25 in dividend income, while the richest fifth have $1,188. The Urban Institute-Brookings Institution Tax Policy Center produced the following table describing the impact of Bush's plan on average taxpayers:




	
Debate : Will Bush's stimulus proposal work?[image: External link] - News Hour with Jim Lehrer ( PBS[image: External link])




	
Education[image: External link]: policy named No Child Left Behind[image: External link], includes mandatory national testing and some support for school vouchers.




	The No Child Left Behind Act provides increased funding for schools, while requiring greater accountability for results. It gives parents the option to transfer their children to another school, if the current school is failing. It requires teachers to have a degree specific to the subject they are teaching, which had not been federally required in the past. It also makes high school academic records available to military recruiters.




	
Energy[image: External link]: The Bush campaign supports a comprehensive energy reform bill which includes initiatives for energy conserving technologies as well as decreasing the foreign dependence on oil[image: External link] through increased domestic production and the use of non-fossil fuel based energy production methods.




	Drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link] (ANWR) and other domestic fields would decrease dependence on oil imports[image: External link], particularly from the Middle East. However, many environmentalists hold that it will produce such small amounts of petroleum[image: External link] as to be effectively useless and will needlessly harm the environment.




	Opponents of such drilling recommend alternate courses of action such as to complete research on and implement as a matter of urgency alternative, safe and renewable sources of energy such as solar, wind and tidal power - but not nuclear. Although perhaps requiring greater initial investment, in the long run these are now accepted by many informed environmentalists and scientists as being the most viable alternative to what they see as the vigorously anti-environmental approaches of the Bush administration.




	Supporters of drilling in ANWR argue that the Administration has agreed to a number of measures to minimize the impact of drilling on the Arctic environment. For example, roadways would be constructed of ice that would melt in the spring, when activity on the roads would cease. Also, supporters say that the total surface disturbance due to drilling would be limited to not more than 2,000 acres (8 km²).



Because of the Bush Administration's close connections with numerous energy companies, many of Bush's Cabinet members have come under immense scrutiny from environmental groups, in particular J. Steven Griles[image: External link], the deputy secretary of the Department of the Interior. National Environmental Strategies (NES), the oil and gas lobbying firm which Griles worked for, was paying him $284,000 a year as part of a $1.1 million payout for his client base. As deputy secretary of the Interior, Griles was charged with overseeing and revamping environmental regulations that affect the profits of his former clients and NES’s current clients.


	Redesign of military with emphasis on supermodern hardware, flexible tactics, speed, less international deployment, fewer troops. This includes developing a system to defend against ballistic missile attacks, despite strong objections both domestically and internationally.[2] Many commentators were critical of Bush when, in his very first policy statement after the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks[image: External link], Bush reiterated his intent to place missile attack intervention highest on his list of priorities (despite the fact that no such system could have prevented the type of sneak attack the country had really, not theoretically, experienced). However, other commentators have endorsed Bush's position, noting, for example, the continuing development of long-range missile technology by North Korea[image: External link], along with that country's threats to resume its nuclear weapons program.
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Bush v. Gore






Bush v. Gore, 531[image: External link] U.S. 98[image: External link] (2000), is the United States Supreme Court decision that resolved the dispute surrounding the 2000 presidential election[image: External link]. The ruling was issued on December 12, 2000. On December 9, the Court had preliminarily halted the Florida recount that was occurring. Eight days earlier, the Court unanimously decided the closely related case of Bush v. Palm Beach County Canvassing Board, 531[image: External link] U.S. 70[image: External link] (2000). The Electoral College[image: External link] was scheduled to meet on December 18, 2000, to decide the election.

In a per curiam decision[image: External link], the Court ruled that there was an Equal Protection Clause violation in using different standards of counting in different counties and ruled that no alternative method could be established within the time limit set by Title 3 of the United States Code[image: External link] (3 U.S.C.), § 5[image: External link] ("Determination of controversy as to appointment of electors"), which was December 12.[1] The vote regarding the Equal Protection Clause was 7–2, and regarding the lack of an alternative method was 5–4.[2] Three concurring justices also asserted that the Florida Supreme Court had violated Article II, § 1, cl. 2[image: External link] of the Constitution, by misinterpreting Florida election law that had been enacted by the Florida Legislature[image: External link].

The Supreme Court decision allowed the previous vote certification to stand, as made by Florida Secretary of State[image: External link] Katherine Harris, for George W. Bush as the winner of Florida's 25 electoral votes[image: External link]. Florida's votes gave Bush, the Republican[image: External link] candidate, 271 electoral votes, one more than the required 270 to win the Electoral College, and the defeat of Democratic[image: External link] candidate Al Gore, who received 266 electoral votes (a "faithless elector[image: External link]" from the District of Columbia[image: External link] abstained).

Media organizations subsequently analyzed the ballots, and under the strategy that Al Gore had pursued at the beginning of the Florida recount, as filing suit to force hand recounts in four predominantly Democratic counties, then Bush would have kept his lead, according to the ballot review conducted by the consortium. The study also found that the actual statewide recount with disputed ballots containing overvotes[image: External link] (where a voter hole-punches multiple candidates but writes out the name of their intended candidate) would have resulted in Gore emerging as the victor by between 60 and 171 votes, if the Supreme Court had not stopped the recount[citation needed[image: External link]]. Florida subsequently changed to new voting machines[image: External link] to avoid punch cards which had allowed dimpled or hanging chads.
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 Background




See also: Electoral College (United States)[image: External link] and United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]


In the United States, each state conducts its own popular vote election for President and Vice President. The voters are actually voting for a slate of electors, each of whom pledges to vote for a particular candidate for each office, in the Electoral College[image: External link]. Article II, § 1, cl. 2[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution provides that each state legislature decides how electors are chosen. Early in U.S. history, most state legislatures directly appointed[image: External link] the slate of electors for each of their respective states. Today, state legislatures have enacted laws to provide for the selection of electors by popular vote within each state. While these laws vary, most states, including Florida, award all electoral votes to the candidate for either office who receives a plurality[image: External link] of the state's popular vote. Any candidate who receives an absolute majority of all electoral votes nationally (270 since 1963) wins the Presidential or Vice Presidential election.

On November 8, 2000, the Florida Division of Elections reported that Bush won with 48.8% of the vote in Florida, a margin of victory of 1,784 votes.[3] The margin of victory was less than 0.5% of the votes cast, so a statutorily-mandated[4] automatic machine recount occurred. On November 10, with the machine recount finished in all but one county, Bush's margin of victory had decreased to 327.[5] According to author Jeffrey Toobin[image: External link], later analysis showed that a total of 18 counties—accounting for a quarter of all votes cast in Florida—did not carry out the legally mandated machine recount, but "[n]o one from the Gore campaign ever challenged" the notion that the machine recount had been completed.[6] Florida's election laws[7] allow a candidate to request a county to conduct a manual recount, and Gore requested manual recounts in four Florida counties: Volusia[image: External link], Palm Beach[image: External link], Broward[image: External link] and Miami-Dade[image: External link], which are counties that traditionally vote Democratic and would be expected to garner more votes for Gore. Gore did not, however, request any recounts in counties that traditionally vote Republican. The four counties granted the request and began manual recounts. However, Florida law also required all counties to certify their election returns to the Florida Secretary of State[image: External link] within seven days of the election,[8] and several of the counties conducting manual recounts did not believe they could meet this deadline. On November 14, the statutory deadline, the Florida Circuit Court ruled that the seven-day deadline was mandatory, but that the counties could amend their returns at a later date. The court also ruled that the Secretary, after "considering all attendant facts and circumstances," had discretion to include any late amended returns in the statewide certification.[9] Before the 5 pm deadline on November 14, Volusia County completed its manual recount and certified its results. At 5 pm on November 14, Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris announced that she had received the certified returns from all 67 counties, while Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami-Dade counties were still conducting manual recounts.[10]

Harris issued a set of criteria[3] by which she would determine whether to allow late filings, and she required any county seeking to make a late filing to submit to her, by 2 pm the following day, a written statement of the facts and circumstances justifying the late filing. Four counties submitted statements, and after reviewing the submissions Harris determined that none justified an extension of the filing deadline. She further announced that after she received the certified returns of the overseas absentee ballots from each county, she would certify the results of the presidential election on Sunday, November 18, 2000.[3] On that date, she certified Bush the winner and litigation ensued.
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 Stay of the Florida recount




By December 8, 2000, there had been multiple court decisions regarding the presidential election in Florida[11] and on that date the Florida Supreme Court, by a 4–3 vote, ordered a statewide manual recount.[12] On December 9, the U.S. Supreme Court voted 5–4 to stay[image: External link] the Florida recount, because according to Justice Scalia:


It suffices to say that the issuance of the stay suggests that a majority of the Court, while not deciding the issues presented, believe that the petitioner has a substantial probability of success. The issue is not, as the dissent puts it, whether "counting every legally cast vote can constitute irreparable harm." One of the principal issues in the appeal we have accepted is precisely whether the votes that have been ordered to be counted are, under a reasonable interpretation of Florida law, "legally cast vote[s]." The counting of votes that are of questionable legality does in my view threaten irreparable harm to petitioner Bush, and to the country, by casting a cloud upon what he claims to be the legitimacy of his election. Count first, and rule upon legality afterwards, is not a recipe for producing election results that have the public acceptance democratic stability requires.[13]



The dissenters opined:


Counting every legally cast vote cannot constitute irreparable harm... Preventing the recount from being completed will inevitably cast a cloud on the legitimacy of the election.[13]



The four dissenting justices argued that stopping the recount was an "unwise" violation of "three venerable rules of judicial restraint", namely respecting the opinions of state supreme courts, cautiously exercising jurisdiction when "another branch of the Federal Government" has a large measure of responsibility to resolve the issue, and avoiding making peremptory conclusions on federal constitutional law prior to a full presentation on the issue.
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 Rapid developments




The oral argument[image: External link] in Bush v. Gore occurred on December 11.[14] Theodore Olson, a Washington, D.C.[image: External link] lawyer and future Solicitor General[image: External link], delivered Bush's oral argument. New York[image: External link] lawyer David Boies argued for Gore.

During the brief period when the U.S. Supreme Court was deliberating on Bush v. Gore, the Florida Supreme Court provided clarifications[15] that the U.S. Supreme Court had requested on December 4 in the case of Bush v. Palm Beach County Canvassing Board, 531[image: External link] U.S. 70[image: External link] (2000). Because of the extraordinary nature and argued urgency of the case, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its opinion in Bush v. Gore on December 12, 2000, less than a day after hearing oral argument.
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 Relevant law




The Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, on which the decision in Bush v. Gore was based,[16] states:


All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.



Article II, § 1, cl. 2[image: External link] specifies the number of electors per state, and, most relevant to this case,[17] specifies the manner in which those electors are selected, stipulating that:


Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors...



This clause arguably gives power to only one branch of Florida's state government (i.e., the state legislature).[18]

3 U.S.C. § 5[image: External link] regulates the "determination of controversy as to appointment of electors"[19] in Presidential elections. Of particular relevance[17] to this case was the so-called "safe harbor[image: External link]" provision, which allows states to appoint their electors without Congressional interference if done by a specified deadline:


If any State shall have provided ... for its final determination of ... the appointment of all or any of the electors of such State ... at least six days before the time fixed for the meeting of the electors, such determination ... shall be conclusive.[20]



Since the electors were set to meet December 18, the "safe harbor" deadline was December 12, just one day after the Court heard oral arguments in this case.

According to 28 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 1257[image: External link]:


Final judgments or decrees rendered by the highest court of a State in which a decision could be had, may be reviewed by the Supreme Court by writ of certiorari[image: External link] where the validity of a treaty or statute of the United States is drawn in question or where the validity of a statute of any State is drawn in question on the ground of its being repugnant to the Constitution, treaties, or laws of the United States...
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 Issues considered by the Court




The Court had to resolve two different questions to fully resolve the case:


	Were the recounts, as they were being conducted, constitutional?[21]


	If the recounts were unconstitutional, what is the remedy?[22]




Three days earlier, the five-Justice majority had ordered the recount stopped[23] and the Court had to decide whether to restart it.
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 Equal Protection Clause




Bush argued that recounts in Florida violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, because Florida did not have a statewide vote recount standard. Each county was on its own to determine whether a given ballot was an acceptable one. Two voters could have marked their ballots in an identical manner, but the ballot in one county would be counted while the ballot in a different county would be rejected, due to the conflicting manual recount standards.[24]

Gore argued that there was indeed a statewide standard, the "intent of the voter" standard, and that this standard was sufficient under the Equal Protection Clause.[25] Furthermore, Gore argued that the consequence of ruling the Florida recount unconstitutional simply because it treated different voters differently would effectively render every state election unconstitutional[26] and that each method has a different rate of error in counting votes. A voter in a "punch-card" county has a greater chance of having his vote undercounted than a voter in an "optical scanner" county. If Bush wins, Gore argued, every state would have to have one statewide method of recording votes to be constitutional.
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 Remedy




This was the most closely decided issue in the case. The arguments presented by counsel did not extensively address what the Court should do if the Court were to find an Equal Protection violation. However, Gore did argue briefly that the appropriate remedy would not be to cancel all recounts, but rather would be to order a proper recount.[27]
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 Article II




Bush also argued that the Florida Supreme Court's ruling violated Article II, § 1, cl. 2[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution. Essentially, Bush argued that the Florida Supreme Court's interpretation of Florida law was so erroneous that their ruling had the effect of making new law. Since this "new law" had not been directed by the Florida legislature, it violated Article II. Bush argued that Article II gives the federal judiciary the power to interpret state election law in presidential elections to ensure that the intent of the state legislature is followed.[28]

Gore argued that Article II presupposes judicial review and interpretation of state statutes, and that the Florida Supreme Court did nothing more than exercise the routine principles of statutory construction to reach its decision.[29]
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 Decision




In brief, the breakdown of the decisions was:


	Seven justices (the five Justice majority plus Souter and Breyer[image: External link]) agreed that there was an Equal Protection Clause violation in using different standards of counting in different counties.[30]


	Five justices agreed that December 12 (the date of the decision) was the deadline Florida had established for recounts (Rehnquist,[31] O'Connor, Scalia[image: External link], Kennedy[image: External link], and Thomas[image: External link] in support; Stevens, Souter, Ginsburg[image: External link], and Breyer opposed). Justices Souter and Breyer wanted to remand the case to the Florida Supreme Court to permit that court to establish uniform standards of what constituted a legal vote and then manually recount all ballots using those standards.[32][33]


	Three justices (Rehnquist, Scalia and Thomas) argued that the Florida Supreme Court had acted contrary to the intent of the Florida legislature. Four justices (Stevens, Souter, Ginsburg and Breyer) specifically disputed this in their dissenting opinions, and the remaining two Justices (O'Connor and Kennedy) declined to join Rehnquist's concurrence on the matter.
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 Equal Protection Clause




The Supreme Court, in a per curiam[image: External link] opinion, ruled that the Florida Supreme Court's decision, calling for a statewide recount, violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. This ruling was by a 7–2 vote. The Court held that the Equal Protection Clause guarantees to individuals that their ballots cannot be devalued by "later arbitrary and disparate treatment". Even if the recount was fair in theory, it was unfair in practice. The record, as weighed by the Florida Supreme Court, suggested that different standards were seemingly applied to the recount from ballot to ballot, precinct to precinct, and county to county, even when identical types of ballots and machines were used.[34]

According to the Court, the statewide standard (that a "legal vote" is "one in which there is a 'clear indication of the intent of the voter'"[35]) could not guarantee that each county would count the votes in a constitutionally permissible fashion. The Court stated that the per curiam opinion's applicability was "limited to the present circumstances, for the problem of equal protection in election processes generally presents many complexities."
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 Remedy




The Court ruled 5–4 that no constitutionally valid recount could be completed by a December 12 "safe harbor" deadline. The Court asserted that "the Supreme Court of Florida has said that the legislature intended the State's electors to 'participat[e] fully in the federal electoral process,' as provided in 3 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 5[image: External link]." The Court therefore effectively ended the proposed recount, because "the Florida Legislature intended to obtain the safe-harbor benefits of 3 U.S.C. §5."

Four justices (Justices Stevens, Ginsburg, Souter and Breyer) dissented as to stopping the recount. Two of those four dissenters (Justices Breyer and Souter) acknowledged that the counting up until December 9 had not conformed with Equal Protection requirements. However, Souter and Breyer favored remanding the case back to the Florida Supreme Court for the purpose of crafting specific guidelines for how to count disputed ballots, in contrast to the majority's decision to halt the recount altogether.[36] The actual counting had ended with the December 9 injunction issued by the same five-justice majority, three days before any deadline.[23]

The dissenting opinions strongly criticized the five justice majority for involving the Court in state-level affairs. Justice Stevens' dissent (joined by Justices Breyer and Ginsburg) concluded as follows:[37]


What must underlie petitioners' entire federal assault on the Florida election procedures is an unstated lack of confidence in the impartiality and capacity of the state judges who would make the critical decisions if the vote count were to proceed. Otherwise, their position is wholly without merit. The endorsement of that position by the majority of this Court can only lend credence to the most cynical appraisal of the work of judges throughout the land. It is confidence in the men and women who administer the judicial system that is the true backbone of the rule of law. Time will one day heal the wound to that confidence that will be inflicted by today's decision. One thing, however, is certain. Although we may never know with complete certainty the identity of the winner of this year's Presidential election, the identity of the loser is perfectly clear. It is the Nation's confidence in the judge as an impartial guardian of the rule of law.



The per curiam opinion in Bush v. Gore did not technically dismiss the case, and instead "remanded for further proceedings not inconsistent with this opinion." Gore's attorneys therefore understood that they could fight on, and could petition the Florida Supreme Court to repudiate the notion that December 12 was final under Florida law.[38] However, Gore dropped the case, because he was not optimistic about how the Florida justices would react to further arguments and, as one of his advisers put it, "the best Gore could hope for was a slate of disputed electors".[38] In addition to this, Gore campaign chairman Bill Daley[image: External link] argued that fighting on was futile because even if the Florida Supreme Court had defied the U.S. Supreme Court and ordered a new recount, "[t]he GOP[image: External link] would take them straight back to Washington[image: External link], where the [U.S.] Supreme Court would repeat: 'You ain't going to count, okay? So quit bothering us.'"[39]

On remand, the Florida Supreme Court issued an opinion on December 22, 2000, that did not dispute whether December 12 was the deadline for recounts under state law, although this was disputed in a concurring opinion by Florida Supreme Court Justice Leander Shaw (who nevertheless expressed deference to the U.S. Supreme Court's view on this issue and who also argued that, in any case, the Florida Supreme Court would (in his opinion) be unable to craft a remedy which would satisfy all of the U.S. Supreme Court's equal protection and due process concerns).[40]
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 Article II




Chief Justice Rehnquist's concurring opinion[image: External link], joined by Justices Scalia and Thomas, began by emphasizing that this was an unusual case in which the Constitution requires federal courts to assess whether a state supreme court has properly interpreted the will of the state legislature. Usually, federal courts do not make that type of assessment, and indeed the per curiam opinion in this case did not do so. After addressing this aspect of the case, Rehnquist examined and agreed with arguments that had been made by the dissenting justices of the Florida Supreme Court.
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 Scholarly analyses




Bush v. Gore prompted many strong reactions from scholars, pundits, and others over the Court's decision.
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 The critical remedial issue




The most closely decided aspect of the case was the key question of what remedy the Court should order, in view of an Equal Protection Clause violation. Gore had argued for a new recount that would pass constitutional muster, but the Court instead chose to end the election, asserting that "the Florida Supreme Court has said that the Florida Legislature intended to obtain the safe-harbor benefits of 3 U.S. C. §5." This assertion in Bush v. Gore has proven very controversial.

Michael W. McConnell[image: External link] has written that the U.S Supreme Court's decision on December 12 "may have reached the right result for the wrong reason."[41] McConnell points to the Florida Supreme Court's December 11 opinion, which characterized December 12 as an "outside deadline". Here is the pertinent excerpt from the December 11 opinion of the Florida Supreme Court:[15]


What is a reasonable time required for completion will, in part, depend on whether the election is for a statewide office, for a federal office or for presidential electors. In the case of the presidential election, the determination of reasonableness must be circumscribed by the provisions of 3 U.S.C. § 5, which sets December 12, 2000, as the date for final determination of any state's dispute concerning its electors for that determination to be given conclusive effect in Congress... As always, it is necessary to read all provisions of the elections code in pari materia. In this case, that comprehensive reading required that there be time for an elections contest pursuant to section 102.168, which all parties had agreed was a necessary component of the statutory scheme and to accommodate the outside deadline set forth in 3 U.S.C. § 5 of December 12, 2000.



However, according to Nelson Lund, one might argue that the Florida Supreme Court was discussing the "protest provisions of the Florida Election Code, whereas the issues in Bush v. Gore arose under the contest provisions."[42] Likewise, Peter Berkowitz[image: External link] has written that, "Perhaps it would have been more generous for the Court to have asked the Florida court on remand whether 'outside deadline' referred to contest-period as well as protest-period recounts."[43] Abner Greene has pointed to evidence that "the Florida Supreme Court thought all manual recounts – whether protest or contest – must be completed no later than December 12."[44] Nevertheless, Greene concluded that, "lack of clarity about the Florida Supreme Court’s views on the safe-harbor provision should have resulted in a remand to that court for clarification,"[44] in addition to the remand of December 4.[45] The Court in Bush v. Gore did remand the case instead of dismissing it, but the remand did not include another request for clarification. Louise Weinberg[image: External link] argues that, even giving the Court the benefit of the doubt that it acted appropriately in intervening in Florida state law, its actions should be deemed unconstitutional because its intervention was not coupled with any kind of remedy aimed at determining the actual outcome of the election.[46]
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 Limitation to present circumstances




Some critics of the decision argue that the majority seemed to seek refuge from their own logic[47][48] in the following sentence in the majority opinion: "Our consideration is limited to the present circumstances, for the problem of equal protection in election processes generally presents many complexities."[49] The Court's defenders argued that this was a reasonable precaution against the possibility that the decision might be read over-broadly,[50] arguing that in the short time available it would not be appropriate to attempt to craft language spelling out in greater detail how to apply the holding to other cases. Critics, however, interpreted the sentence as stating that the case did not set precedent in any way and could not be used to justify any future court decision, and some suggested that this was evidence the majority realized its holding was untenable.[51] Regardless of whether the majority intended the decision to be precedential, it has been cited by several federal courts in election cases.[52][53][54][55][56]
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 Accusation of partisanship or conflict of interest




It has been claimed that the majority opinion emerged from conservative Republican Justices ruling against Gore for partisan reasons.[57] This claim was made, for example, by Harvard University law professor Alan Dershowitz[image: External link], who wrote:


[T]he decision in the Florida election case may be ranked as the single most corrupt decision in Supreme Court history, because it is the only one that I know of where the majority justices decided as they did because of the personal identity and political affiliation of the litigants. This was cheating, and a violation of the judicial oath.[57]



Chapman University School of Law[image: External link] professor Ronald Rotunda[image: External link] has responded as follows:


Not only is that claim inconsistent with the position of Justices Breyer and Souter, it is inconsistent with the position of three of the Florida justices who dissented. No Justice on the Florida Supreme Court was a Republican appointee, but three of them concluded that the recount that Vice President Gore wanted was unconstitutional. Three of the seven Florida Supreme Court justices also found an Equal Protection violation when the manual ballot-counters used different procedures to examine identical ballots and count them differently.[58]



There has also been analysis of whether several Justices had a conflict of interest[image: External link] that should have forced them to recuse[image: External link] themselves from the decision. On several occasions, William Rehnquist had expressed interest in retiring under a Republican administration; one study found that press reports "are equivocal on whether facts existed that would have created a conflict of interest" for Rehnquist. At an election night party, Sandra Day O'Connor became upset when the media initially announced that Gore had won Florida, her husband explaining that they would have to wait another four years before retiring to Arizona[image: External link].[59] However, both Justices remained on the Court beyond President Bush's first term, until Rehnquist's death in 2005 and O'Connor's retirement in 2006. According to Steven Foster of the Manchester Grammar School[image: External link]:


On the eve of the election Sandra Day O'Connor had made a public statement that a Gore victory would be a personal disaster for her. Clarence Thomas's wife was so intimately involved in the Bush campaign that she was helping to draw up a list of Bush appointees more or less at the same time as her husband was adjudicating on whether the same man would become the next President. Finally, Antonin Scalia's son was working for the firm appointed by Bush to argue his case before the Supreme Court, the head of which was subsequently appointed as Solicitor-General.[60]



Various ethics experts have asserted that there was no significant conflict of interest for Justices Clarence Thomas and Antonin Scalia.[61]
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 Recount by media organizations




In 2001, a consortium[image: External link] of news organizations, assisted by professional statisticians[image: External link] (NORC)[image: External link], examined numerous hypothetical[image: External link] ways of recounting all the Florida ballots[image: External link]. The study was conducted over a period of 10 months. The consortium examined 175,010 ballots that vote-counting machines had rejected. In each alternative way of recounting the rejected ballots, the number of additional votes for Gore was smaller than the 537-vote lead that state election officials ultimately awarded Bush. Under the strategy that Al Gore pursued at the beginning of the Florida recount — filing suit to force hand recounts in four predominantly Democratic counties — Bush would have kept his lead, according to the ballot review conducted by the consortium. Likewise, if Florida's 67 counties had carried out the hand recount of disputed ballots ordered by the Florida Supreme Court on December 8, applying the standards that election officials said they would have used, Bush would have emerged the victor by 493 votes. On the other hand, the study also found that if the official vote-counting standards had not rejected ballots containing overvotes[image: External link] (where a voter selects more than one candidate in a race where each voter may only choose one candidate) a statewide tally would have resulted in Gore emerging as the victor by 60 to 171 votes. These tallies conducted by the NORC consortium are caveated with the statement: "But no study of this type can accurately recreate Election Day 2000 or predict what might have emerged from individual battles over more than 6 million votes in Florida's 67 counties."[62][63]

Florida also received an additional 2,411 overseas ballots after the 7 PM deadline on election day. Florida officials rejected these overseas ballots, mostly from members of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link]. By rejecting those ballots, Florida provided Gore a 202-vote lead in the state. The United States District Court for the Northern District of Florida[image: External link] on December 8, 2000, overturned these rejections and ordered that all federal write-in ballots previously rejected be counted. The effect of these additional overseas ballots provided Bush with a 537-vote lead in the state. The ruling also noted:[64]


Service personnel give up many things when they enter the military, including the free exercise of some civil rights enjoyed by civilians at home. The sacrifice should not go beyond the surrender of rights that are incompatible with military duties. These men and women of our Armed Forces should be able to expect as much and no less, because of their induction into military service, than those of us who remain at home pursuing normal activities. It certainly would appear unnecessary that our soldiers and sailors and merchant marines must make a special effort to retain the right to vote.



The subsequent analysis revealed that black-majority precincts had three times as many rejected ballots as white precincts. "For minorities, the ballot survey found, a recount would not have redressed the inequities because most ballots were beyond retrieving. But a recount could have restored the votes of thousands of older voters whose dimpled and double-voted ballots were indecipherable to machines but would have been clear in a ballot-by-ballot review."[65] The ballot review later conducted by a consortium of news organizations did not have access to these decisive ballots, which in many cases had disappeared and could not be produced.[66]
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 Critiques




Part of the reason recounts could not be completed was the various stoppages ordered by the various branches and levels of the judiciary, most notably the Supreme Court itself.[67] Opponents argued that it was improper for the Court (by the same five Justices who joined the per curiam opinion) to grant a stay[image: External link] that preliminarily stopped the recounts based on the possibility of irreparable injury[image: External link] and success on the merits[image: External link].[68] Supporters of the stay — such as Charles Fried[image: External link] — contend that the validity of the stay was vindicated by the ultimate decision on the merits and that the only thing that the stay prevented was a recount "being done in an unconstitutional way."[69]

Some of the decision's critics argued that the Court's decision was a perversion of the Equal Protection Clause,[68] and contrary to the political question[image: External link] doctrine.[70] On the other hand, Geoffrey R. Stone[image: External link] has expressed sympathy with the Court's equal protection reasoning, even though Stone was dismayed by what he saw as the sudden and suspect conversion of Justices Rehnquist, Scalia, and Thomas to that equal protection principle. According to Stone:


No one familiar with the jurisprudence of Justices Rehnquist, Scalia, and Thomas could possibly have imagined that they would vote to invalidate the Florida recount process on the basis of their own well-developed and oft-invoked approach to the Equal Protection Clause.[71]



The dissent of Justice Stevens was criticized by George Mason University School of Law[image: External link] Professor Nelson Lund.[72] Lund said: "[t]he best known passage, which comes from Justice Stevens' dissent, consists of a rhetorical flourish rather than analysis." In that passage, Stevens had criticized the Court for questioning the impartiality of Florida's judiciary.[73]

Professor Charles Zelden faults the per curiam opinion in the case for, among other things, not declaring that the nation's electoral system required significant reform, and for not condemning administration of elections by part-time boards of elections dominated by partisan and unprofessional officials. Zelden concludes that the Court's failure to spotlight this critical flaw in American electoral democracy made a replay of Bush v. Gore more likely, not less likely, either in Florida or elsewhere.[48] In 2013, retired Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, who had voted with the majority, speculated that perhaps the Court should have declined to hear the case, which "gave the court a less-than-perfect reputation".[74]
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 See also





	United States presidential election in Florida, 2000

	List of United States presidential elections by Electoral College margin[image: External link]

	Electoral Commission (United States)[image: External link]

	George W. Bush's first term as President of the United States

	
Recount, a 2008 HBO[image: External link] movie about the 2000 presidential election and Bush v. Gore.
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The 2000 United States presidential election in Florida took place on November 7, 2000, as part of the nationwide presidential election. Florida[image: External link], a swing state[image: External link], had a major recount dispute that took center stage in the election. The outcome of the 2000 United States presidential election[image: External link] was not known for more than a month after balloting because of the extended process of counting and recounting Florida's presidential ballots. State results tallied on election night gave 246 electoral votes to Republican[image: External link] nominee Texas Governor George W. Bush and 255 to Democratic[image: External link] nominee Vice President Al Gore, with New Mexico[image: External link] (5), Oregon[image: External link] (7), and Florida (25) too close to call that evening. Gore won New Mexico and Oregon over the following few days, but the result in Florida would have been decisive however those two states had voted.

After an intense recount process and the United States Supreme Court[image: External link]'s decision in Bush v. Gore, Bush won Florida’s electoral votes by a margin of only 537 votes out of almost six million cast and as a result became the president-elect. The process was extremely divisive, and led to calls for electoral reform in Florida[image: External link].
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Initially Florida had been considered fertile territory for Republicans. It was governed by Jeb Bush, a staunch conservative and George W. Bush's brother. Nonetheless Republicans focused significant advertising resources in the large state, and later polls indicated that the state result was very much in play as late as September 2000.[1] Some late momentum for Gore and his Jewish running mate Joe Lieberman may also have come from the significant Jewish population in southern Florida.[2] Voters from reliably Democratic states in the Northeast[image: External link] had also been migrating to Florida since the 1950s. The state's electorate was becoming more diverse in general, with growing Asian[image: External link] and Hispanic[image: External link] immigrant populations.

Meanwhile, there was heavy backlash in the Cuban-American population against Democrats during the Elian Gonzalez dispute[image: External link], during which Janet Reno[image: External link], President Bill Clinton’s Attorney General, ordered six-year-old Cuban refugee Elian Gonzalez to be returned to Cuba. The Democrats’ share of the Cuban-American vote dropped dramatically from 1996.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In late October, one poll found that Gore was leading Bush and third parties by 44–42–4 among registered voters and 46–42–4 among likely voters, but that poll had a margin of error of four percentage points, making the race too close to call.[3]
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The final official Florida count gave the victory to Bush by 537 votes, making it by percentage not only the tightest race of the campaign (New Mexico was decided by 363 votes but has a much smaller population, with those 363 votes representing a 0.061% margin whereas the 537 votes in Florida were just 0.009%), but the closest in any United States presidential election ever.[a] Most of the reduction in the recount came from Miami-Dade county alone.



	Federal official vote for the state of Florida (25 electoral votes)



	Presidential candidate

and running mate
	Vote total
	%
	Party



	George Walker Bush[image: External link]–

Richard Bruce Cheney[image: External link]
	2,912,790
	48.847%
	Republican[image: External link]



	Albert Arnold Gore Jr.[image: External link]–

Joseph Isadore Lieberman[image: External link]
	2,912,253
	48.838%
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Ralph Nader–

Winona LaDuke
	97,488
	1.635%
	Green[image: External link]



	Patrick J. Buchanan[image: External link]–

Ezola B. Foster[image: External link]
	17,484
	0.293%
	Reform[image: External link]



	Harry Browne–

Art Olivier[image: External link]
	16,415
	0.275%
	Libertarian[image: External link]



	John Hagelin–

Nat Goldhaber
	2,281
	0.038%
	Natural Law[image: External link]



	Monica Moorehead–

Gloria La Riva
	1,804
	0.030%
	Workers World



	Howard Phillips–

Curtis Frazier
	1,371
	0.023%
	Constitution[image: External link]



	David McReynolds–

Mary Cal Hollis
	622
	0.010%
	Socialist



	James Harris[image: External link]–

Margaret Trowe[image: External link]
	562
	0.009%
	Socialist Workers



	Write-ins[image: External link]
	36
	0.000%
	



	Total
	5,963,110
	
	



	Sources:[4][5]




Florida was the second of the 50 states (after Louisiana) to report its official results to the federal government (in a Certificate of Ascertainment submitted to the National Archivist[image: External link], the manner prescribed for presidential elections).
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	County
	Bush
	Votes
	Gore
	Votes
	Nader
	Votes
	Buchanan
	Votes
	Other
	Votes



	Alachua[image: External link]
	39.8%
	34,135
	55.2%
	47,380
	3.8%
	3,228
	0.3%
	263
	0.9%
	751



	Baker[image: External link]
	68.8%
	5,611
	29.3%
	2,392
	0.6%
	53
	0.9%
	73
	0.3%
	26



	Bay[image: External link]
	65.7%
	38,682
	32.1%
	18,873
	1.4%
	830
	0.4%
	248
	0.4%
	243



	Bradford[image: External link]
	62.4%
	5,416
	35.4%
	3,075
	1.0%
	84
	0.7%
	65
	0.4%
	35



	Brevard[image: External link]
	52.8%
	115,253
	44.6%
	97,341
	2.0%
	4,471
	0.3%
	571
	0.4%
	852



	Broward[image: External link]
	30.9%
	177,939
	67.4%
	387,760
	1.2%
	7,105
	0.1%
	795
	0.3%
	1,640



	Calhoun[image: External link]
	55.5%
	2,873
	41.7%
	2,156
	0.8%
	39
	1.7%
	90
	0.3%
	17



	Charlotte[image: External link]
	53.0%
	35,428
	44.3%
	29,646
	2.2%
	1,462
	0.3%
	182
	0.3%
	182



	Citrus[image: External link]
	52.1%
	29,801
	44.6%
	25,531
	2.4%
	1,383
	0.5%
	270
	0.5%
	263



	Clay[image: External link]
	72.8%
	41,903
	25.5%
	14,668
	1.0%
	565
	0.3%
	186
	0.4%
	237



	Collier[image: External link]
	65.6%
	60,467
	32.5%
	29,939
	1.5%
	1,405
	0.1%
	122
	0.3%
	269



	Columbia[image: External link]
	59.2%
	10,968
	38.1%
	7,049
	1.4%
	258
	0.5%
	89
	0.8%
	150



	Desoto[image: External link]
	54.5%
	4,256
	42.5%
	3,321
	2.0%
	157
	0.5%
	36
	0.5%
	42



	Dixie[image: External link]
	57.8%
	2,697
	39.1%
	1,827
	1.6%
	75
	0.6%
	29
	0.8%
	39



	Duval[image: External link]
	57.5%
	152,460
	40.7%
	108,039
	1.0%
	2,762
	0.2%
	653
	0.5%
	1,267



	Escambia[image: External link]
	62.6%
	73,171
	35.1%
	40,990
	1.5%
	1,733
	0.4%
	502
	0.4%
	460



	Flagler[image: External link]
	46.5%
	12,618
	51.3%
	13,897
	1.6%
	435
	0.3%
	83
	0.3%
	83



	Franklin[image: External link]
	52.8%
	2,454
	44.1%
	2,047
	1.8%
	85
	0.7%
	33
	0.6%
	26



	Gadsden[image: External link]
	32.4%
	4,770
	66.1%
	9,736
	0.9%
	139
	0.3%
	38
	0.3%
	48



	Gilchrist[image: External link]
	61.2%
	3,300
	35.4%
	1,910
	1.8%
	97
	0.5%
	29
	1.1%
	59



	Glades[image: External link]
	54.7%
	1,841
	42.9%
	1,442
	1.7%
	56
	0.3%
	9
	0.5%
	17



	Gulf[image: External link]
	57.8%
	3,553
	39.0%
	2,398
	1.4%
	86
	1.2%
	71
	0.7%
	40



	Hamilton[image: External link]
	54.1%
	2,147
	43.4%
	1,723
	0.9%
	37
	0.6%
	23
	0.9%
	36



	Hardee[image: External link]
	60.4%
	3,765
	37.6%
	2,342
	1.2%
	75
	0.5%
	30
	0.4%
	24



	Hendry[image: External link]
	58.3%
	4,747
	39.8%
	3,240
	1.3%
	104
	0.3%
	22
	0.3%
	26



	Hernando[image: External link]
	47.0%
	30,658
	50.0%
	32,648
	2.3%
	1,501
	0.4%
	243
	0.3%
	186



	Highlands[image: External link]
	57.5%
	20,207
	40.3%
	14,169
	1.6%
	545
	0.4%
	127
	0.3%
	104



	Hillsborough[image: External link]
	50.2%
	180,794
	47.1%
	169,576
	2.1%
	7,496
	0.2%
	847
	0.5%
	1,641



	Holmes[image: External link]
	67.8%
	5,012
	29.4%
	2,177
	1.3%
	94
	1.0%
	76
	0.5%
	37



	Indian River[image: External link]
	57.7%
	28,639
	39.8%
	19,769
	1.9%
	950
	0.2%
	105
	0.3%
	164



	Jackson[image: External link]
	56.1%
	9,139
	42.1%
	6,870
	0.8%
	138
	0.6%
	102
	0.3%
	54



	Jefferson[image: External link]
	43.9%
	2,478
	53.9%
	3,041
	1.3%
	76
	0.5%
	29
	0.3%
	19



	Lafayette[image: External link]
	66.7%
	1,670
	31.5%
	789
	1.0%
	26
	0.4%
	10
	0.4%
	10



	Lake[image: External link]
	56.4%
	50,010
	41.3%
	36,571
	1.6%
	1,460
	0.3%
	289
	0.3%
	281



	Lee[image: External link]
	57.6%
	106,151
	39.9%
	73,571
	1.9%
	3,588
	0.2%
	305
	0.4%
	785



	Leon[image: External link]
	37.9%
	39,073
	59.6%
	61,444
	1.9%
	1,934
	0.3%
	282
	0.4%
	421



	Levy[image: External link]
	53.9%
	6,863
	42.4%
	5,398
	2.2%
	285
	0.5%
	67
	0.9%
	117



	Liberty[image: External link]
	54.6%
	1,317
	42.2%
	1,017
	0.8%
	19
	1.6%
	39
	0.7%
	18



	Madison[image: External link]
	49.3%
	3,038
	48.9%
	3,015
	0.9%
	54
	0.5%
	29
	0.4%
	27



	Manatee[image: External link]
	52.6%
	58,023
	44.6%
	49,226
	2.3%
	2,494
	0.2%
	271
	0.3%
	330



	Marion[image: External link]
	53.6%
	55,146
	43.4%
	44,674
	1.8%
	1,810
	0.5%
	563
	0.8%
	778



	Martin[image: External link]
	54.8%
	33,972
	42.9%
	26,621
	1.8%
	1,118
	0.2%
	112
	0.3%
	193



	Miami-Dade[image: External link]
	46.3%
	289,574
	52.6%
	328,867
	0.9%
	5,355
	0.1%
	560
	0.2%
	1,196



	Monroe[image: External link]
	47.4%
	16,063
	48.6%
	16,487
	3.2%
	1,090
	0.1%
	47
	0.6%
	208



	Nassau[image: External link]
	69.0%
	16,408
	29.2%
	6,955
	1.1%
	253
	0.4%
	90
	0.3%
	81



	Okaloosa[image: External link]
	73.7%
	52,186
	24.0%
	16,989
	1.4%
	988
	0.4%
	268
	0.5%
	388



	Okeechobee[image: External link]
	51.3%
	5,057
	46.6%
	4,589
	1.3%
	131
	0.4%
	43
	0.3%
	34



	Orange[image: External link]
	48.0%
	134,531
	50.1%
	140,236
	1.4%
	3,879
	0.2%
	446
	0.4%
	1,063



	Osceola[image: External link]
	47.1%
	26,237
	50.6%
	28,187
	1.3%
	733
	0.3%
	145
	0.7%
	388



	Palm Beach[image: External link]
	35.3%
	152,964
	62.3%
	269,754
	1.3%
	5,566
	0.8%
	3,411
	0.4%
	1,527



	Pasco[image: External link]
	48.1%
	68,607
	48.7%
	69,576
	2.4%
	3,394
	0.4%
	570
	0.4%
	622



	Pinellas[image: External link]
	46.4%
	184,849
	50.3%
	200,657
	2.5%
	10,023
	0.3%
	1,013
	0.5%
	1,984



	Polk[image: External link]
	53.6%
	90,310
	44.6%
	75,207
	1.2%
	2,059
	0.3%
	533
	0.3%
	520



	Putnam[image: External link]
	51.3%
	13,457
	46.1%
	12,107
	1.4%
	379
	0.6%
	148
	0.6%
	148



	Santa Rosa[image: External link]
	72.1%
	36,339
	25.4%
	12,818
	1.4%
	726
	0.6%
	311
	0.4%
	208



	Sarasota[image: External link]
	51.6%
	83,117
	45.3%
	72,869
	2.5%
	4,071
	0.2%
	305
	0.4%
	615



	Seminole[image: External link]
	55.0%
	75,790
	43.0%
	59,227
	1.4%
	1,949
	0.1%
	195
	0.5%
	644



	St. Johns[image: External link]
	65.1%
	39,564
	32.1%
	19,509
	2.0%
	1,217
	0.4%
	229
	0.4%
	252



	St. Lucie[image: External link]
	44.5%
	34,705
	53.3%
	41,560
	1.8%
	1,368
	0.2%
	124
	0.3%
	233



	Sumter[image: External link]
	54.5%
	12,127
	43.3%
	9,637
	1.4%
	306
	0.5%
	114
	0.3%
	77



	Suwannee[image: External link]
	64.3%
	8,009
	32.7%
	4,076
	1.4%
	180
	0.9%
	108
	0.7%
	88



	Taylor[image: External link]
	59.6%
	4,058
	38.9%
	2,649
	0.9%
	59
	0.4%
	27
	0.2%
	17



	Union[image: External link]
	61.0%
	2,332
	36.8%
	1,407
	0.9%
	33
	1.0%
	37
	0.4%
	17



	Volusia[image: External link]
	44.8%
	82,368
	53.0%
	97,313
	1.6%
	2,910
	0.3%
	498
	0.3%
	585



	Wakulla[image: External link]
	52.5%
	4,512
	44.7%
	3,838
	1.7%
	149
	0.5%
	46
	0.5%
	42



	Walton[image: External link]
	66.5%
	12,186
	30.8%
	5,643
	1.4%
	265
	0.7%
	120
	0.6%
	109



	Washington[image: External link]
	62.2%
	4,995
	34.9%
	2,798
	1.2%
	93
	1.1%
	88
	0.6%
	52
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Bush won fifteen of twenty-three congressional districts.[6]



	District
	Bush
	Gore
	Representative



	1st[image: External link]
	69%
	31%
	Joe Scarborough[image: External link]



	2nd[image: External link]
	53%
	47%
	Allen Boyd[image: External link]



	3rd[image: External link]
	35%
	65%
	Corrine Brown[image: External link]



	4th[image: External link]
	66%
	34%
	Tillie K. Fowler[image: External link]



	Ander Crenshaw[image: External link]



	5th[image: External link]
	54%
	46%
	Karen Thurman[image: External link]



	6th[image: External link]
	58%
	42%
	Cliff Stearns[image: External link]



	7th[image: External link]
	54%
	46%
	John Mica[image: External link]



	8th[image: External link]
	54%
	46%
	Bill McCollum[image: External link]



	Ric Keller[image: External link]



	9th[image: External link]
	54%
	46%
	Michael Bilirakis[image: External link]



	10th[image: External link]
	49%
	51%
	Bill Young[image: External link]



	11th[image: External link]
	39%
	61%
	Jim Davis[image: External link]



	12th[image: External link]
	55%
	45%
	Charles Canady[image: External link]



	Adam Putnam[image: External link]



	13th[image: External link]
	56%
	44%
	Dan Miller[image: External link]



	14th[image: External link]
	61%
	39%
	Porter Goss[image: External link]



	15th[image: External link]
	57%
	43%
	Dave Weldon[image: External link]



	16th[image: External link]
	53%
	47%
	Mark Foley[image: External link]



	17th[image: External link]
	15%
	85%
	Carrie Meek[image: External link]



	18th[image: External link]
	57%
	43%
	Ileana Ros-Lehtinen[image: External link]



	19th[image: External link]
	27%
	73%
	Robert Wexler[image: External link]



	20th[image: External link]
	31%
	69%
	Peter Deutsch[image: External link]



	21st[image: External link]
	58%
	42%
	Lincoln Diaz-Balart[image: External link]



	22nd[image: External link]
	48%
	52%
	E. Clay Shaw Jr.[image: External link]



	23rd[image: External link]
	20%
	80%
	Alcee Hastings[image: External link]
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Main article: List of United States presidential electors, 2000[image: External link]


Technically the voters of Florida cast their ballots for electors: representatives to the Electoral College[image: External link]. In 2000 Florida was allocated 25 electors because it had 23 congressional districts[image: External link] and 2 senators[image: External link]. All candidates who appear on the ballot or qualify to receive write-in votes must submit a list of 25 electors, who pledge to vote for their candidate and his or her running mate. Whoever wins the most votes in the state is awarded all 25 electoral votes. Their chosen electors then vote for President and Vice President. Although electors are pledged to their candidate and running mate, they are not obligated to vote for them. An elector who votes for someone other than his or her candidate is known as a faithless elector[image: External link].

The electors of each state and the District of Columbia[image: External link] met on December 18, 2000[7] to cast their votes for President and Vice President. The Electoral College itself never meets as one body. Instead the electors from each state and the District of Columbia met in their respective capitols.

The following were the members of the Electoral College from the state. All were pledged to and voted for George W. Bush and Dick Cheney:[8]


	Alred S. Austin

	Deborah L. Brooks

	Armando Codina

	Maria De La Milera

	Sandra M. Faulkner

	Thomas C. Feeney III[image: External link]

	Feliciano M. Foyo

	Jeanne Barber Godwin

	Dawn Guzzetta

	Cynthia M. Handley

	Adam W. Herbert

	Al Hoffman

	Glenda E. Hood

	Carole Jean Jordan

	Charles W. Kane

	Mel Martinez

	John M. McKay

	Dorsey C. Miller

	Berta J. Moralejo

	H. Gary Morse[image: External link]

	Marsha Nippert

	Darryl K. Sharpton

	Tom Slade

	John Thrasher

	Robert L. Woody
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	Fahrenheit 9/11[image: External link]

	
Recount is a made-for-TV political drama about the 2000 US Presidential election. The show was written by Danny Strong[image: External link], directed by Jay Roach[image: External link], and produced by Kevin Spacey[image: External link] (who also stars in the film). It premiered on HBO on May 25, 2008, and the DVD was released on August 19, 2008.

	Orwell Rolls in His Grave[image: External link]
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^ The previous closest statewide presidential elections were two in Maryland[image: External link], that in 1832 being decided by just four votes or 0.01044 percent and that of 1904 by just fifty-one votes or 0.02274 percent. Next closest were two elections in California[image: External link], that of 1912[image: External link] being decided by 0.02567% or 174 votes, and that of 1892[image: External link] – which gave Grover Cleveland the Presidency – by 0.0545234% or 147 votes.
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First inauguration of George W. Bush






The first inauguration of George W. Bush as the 43rd[image: External link] President of the United States took place on January 20, 2001. The inauguration[image: External link] marked the commencement of the first four-year term of George W. Bush as President and Dick Cheney as Vice President. Chief Justice William Rehnquist administered the oath of office[image: External link] at 12:01 p.m.[1] An estimated 300,000 people attended the swearing-in ceremony.[2][3]
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 Pre-inaugural events




On the eve of the inauguration, there was a celebration for U.S. authors hosted by Laura Bush at DAR Constitution Hall[image: External link].[4] Wayne Newton[image: External link], Brooks & Dunn[image: External link], and Ricky Martin[image: External link] performed as the pre-inaugural entertainment.[5]
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 Controversy




Thousands of demonstrators attended the inaugural ceremonies in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], to protest the outcome and controversial circumstances of the 2000 U.S. Presidential Election[image: External link].[6][7] Four protesters were arrested and Bush's limousine[image: External link] was hit by a tennis ball and an egg thrown from the crowd during the inaugural parade.[1]
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War on Terror






This article is about the international military campaign. For other uses, see War on Terror (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The War on Terror (WoT), also known as the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT), is a metaphor of war[image: External link] referring to the international military campaign that started after the September 11th attacks[image: External link] on the United States.[48] U.S. President[image: External link] George W. Bush first used the term[image: External link] "War on Terror" on 20 September 2001.[48] The Bush administration and the Western media[image: External link] have since used the term to argue a global military, political, legal, and conceptual struggle against both terrorist[image: External link] organizations and against the regimes accused of supporting them. It was originally used with a particular focus on countries associated with Islamic terrorist[image: External link] organizations including al-Qaeda and like-minded organizations.

In 2013, President Barack Obama announced that the United States was no longer pursuing a War on Terror, as the military focus should be on specific enemies rather than a tactic. He stated, "We must define our effort not as a boundless 'Global War on Terror,' but rather as a series of persistent, targeted efforts to dismantle specific networks of violent extremists that threaten America."[49]

In 2017 Donald Trump assumed presidency of the United States[image: External link] and vowed that the fight against ISIL[image: External link] is his number one priority.[50][51] A series of airstrikes were carried out at an ISIL stronghold in Syria in March 2017 and the Trump Administration[image: External link] announced the sending of more troops to ISIL-held territories in the Middle East to continue the fight against the terrorist organization.[52][53][54] Trump has also agreed to work together and carry joint operations with Russian President Vladimir Putin in the ongoing war on terror.[55]



TOP
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 Etymology




The phrase "War on Terror" has been used to specifically refer to the ongoing military campaign led by the U.S., UK and their allies against organizations and regimes identified by them as terrorist, and usually excludes other independent counter-terrorist operations and campaigns[image: External link] such as those by Russia and India. The conflict has also been referred to by names other than the War on Terror. It has also been known as:


	
World War III[image: External link][56]


	
World War IV[image: External link][57] (assuming the Cold War[image: External link] was World War III)

	Bush's War on Terror[58]


	The Long War[59][60]


	The Global War on Terror[61]


	The War Against al-Qaeda[62]
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 History of the name




In 1984, the Reagan Administration[image: External link] used the term "war against terrorism" as part of an effort to pass legislation that was designed to freeze assets of terrorist groups and marshal the forces of government against them. Author Shane Harris asserts this was a reaction to the 1983 Beirut barracks bombing[image: External link], which killed 241 U.S. and 58 French peacekeepers[image: External link].[63]

The concept of America at war with terrorism may have begun on 11 September 2001 when Tom Brokaw[image: External link], having just witnessed the collapse of one of the towers of the World Trade Center[image: External link], declared "Terrorists have declared war on [America]."[64]

On 16 September 2001, at Camp David[image: External link], President George W. Bush used the phrase war on terrorism in an unscripted and controversial comment when he said, "This crusade – this war on terrorism – is going to take a while, ... "[65] Bush later apologized for this remark due to the negative connotations the term crusade has to people, e.g. of the Muslim faith. The word crusade was not used again.[66] On 20 September 2001, during a televised address to a joint session of Congress, Bush stated that "(o)ur 'war on terror' begins with al-Qaeda, but it does not end there. It will not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found, stopped, and defeated."[67]

In April 2007, the British government announced publicly that it was abandoning the use of the phrase "War on Terror" as they found it to be less than helpful.[68] This was explained more recently by Lady Eliza Manningham-Buller[image: External link]. In her 2011 Reith lecture[image: External link], the former head of MI5[image: External link] said that the 9/11 attacks were "a crime, not an act of war. So I never felt it helpful to refer to a war on terror."[69]

U.S. President Barack Obama has rarely used the term, but in his inaugural address on 20 January 2009, he stated: "Our nation is at war, against a far-reaching network of violence and hatred."[70] In March 2009 the Defense Department officially changed the name of operations from "Global War on Terror" to "Overseas Contingency Operation" (OCO).[71] In March 2009, the Obama administration requested that Pentagon[image: External link] staff members avoid the use of the term and instead to use "Overseas Contingency Operation".[71] Basic objectives of the Bush administration "war on terror", such as targeting al Qaeda and building international counterterrorism alliances, remain in place.[72][73] In December 2012, Jeh Johnson[image: External link], the General Counsel of the Department of Defense[image: External link], stated that the military fight would be replaced by a law enforcement[image: External link] operation when speaking at Oxford University[image: External link],[74] predicting that al Qaeda will be so weakened to be ineffective, and has been "effectively destroyed", and thus the conflict will not be an armed conflict under international law[image: External link].[75] In May 2013, Obama stated that the goal is "to dismantle specific networks of violent extremists[image: External link] that threaten America";[76] which coincided with the U.S. Office of Management and Budget having changed the wording from "Overseas Contingency Operations" to "Countering Violent Extremism" in 2010.[77]
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 The rhetorical war on terror




Because the actions involved in the "war on terrorism" are diffuse, and the criteria for inclusion are unclear, political theorist Richard Jackson has argued that "the 'war on terrorism,' therefore, is simultaneously a set of actual practices—wars, covert operations, agencies, and institutions—and an accompanying series of assumptions, beliefs, justifications, and narratives—it is an entire language or discourse."[78] Jackson cites among many examples a statement by John Ashcroft that "the attacks of September 11 drew a bright line of demarcation between the civil and the savage".[79] Administration officials also described "terrorists" as hateful, treacherous, barbarous, mad, twisted, perverted, without faith, parasitical[image: External link], inhuman, and, most commonly, evil.[80] Americans, in contrast, were described as brave, loving, generous, strong, resourceful, heroic, and respectful of human rights.[81]

Both the term and the policies it denotes have been a source of ongoing controversy, as critics argue it has been used to justify unilateral preventive war, human rights abuses and other violations of international law.[82][83]
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 Background





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Precursor to the 11 September attacks




See also: Terrorism[image: External link] and List of terrorist incidents[image: External link]


The origins of al-Qaeda can be traced to the Soviet war in Afghanistan[image: External link] (December 1979 – February 1989). The United States, United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and the People's Republic of China supported the Islamist[image: External link] Afghan mujahadeen[image: External link] guerillas[image: External link] against the military forces of the Soviet Union and the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan[image: External link]. A small number of "Afghan Arab" volunteers joined the fight against the Soviets, including Osama bin Laden, but there is no evidence they received any external assistance.[84] In May 1996 the group World Islamic Front for Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders (WIFJAJC), sponsored by bin Laden (and later re-formed as al-Qaeda), started forming a large base of operations in Afghanistan[image: External link], where the Islamist extremist regime of the Taliban had seized power earlier in the year.[85] In February 1998, Osama bin Laden signed a fatwā[image: External link], as head of al-Qaeda, declaring war[image: External link] on the West and Israel[image: External link],[86][87] later in May of that same year al-Qaeda released a video declaring war on the U.S. and the West.[88][89]

On 7 August 1998, al-Qaeda struck the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania[image: External link], killing 224 people, including 12 Americans.[90] In retaliation, U.S. President Bill Clinton launched Operation Infinite Reach[image: External link], a bombing campaign in Sudan[image: External link] and Afghanistan against targets the U.S. asserted were associated with WIFJAJC,[91][92] although others have questioned whether a pharmaceutical plant in Sudan was used as a chemical warfare facility. The plant produced much of the region's antimalarial drugs[image: External link][93] and around 50% of Sudan's pharmaceutical needs.[94] The strikes failed to kill any leaders of WIFJAJC or the Taliban.[93]

Next came the 2000 millennium attack plots[image: External link], which included an attempted bombing of Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link]. On 12 October 2000, the USS Cole bombing[image: External link] occurred near the port of Yemen, and 17 U.S. Navy[image: External link] sailors[image: External link] were killed.[95]
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 September 11, 2001, attacks




Main article: September 11 attacks[image: External link]


On the morning of September 11, 2001, 19 men affiliated with al-Qaeda hijacked[image: External link] four airliners[image: External link] all bound for California. Once the hijackers assumed control of the airliners, they told the passengers that they had a bomb[image: External link] on board and would spare the lives of passengers and crew once their demands were met – no passenger and crew actually suspected that they would use the airliners as suicide weapons[image: External link] since it had never happened before in history, and many previous hijacking attempts had been resolved with the passengers and crew escaping unharmed after obeying the hijackers.[96][97] The hijackers – members of al-Qaeda's Hamburg cell[image: External link] –[98] intentionally crashed two airliners into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link]. Both buildings collapsed within two hours from fire damage related to the crashes, destroying nearby buildings and damaging others. The hijackers crashed a third airliner into the Pentagon[image: External link] in Arlington County, Virginia[image: External link], just outside Washington D.C.[image: External link] The fourth plane crashed into a field near Shanksville[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link], after some of its passengers and flight crew attempted to retake control of the plane, which the hijackers had redirected toward Washington D.C., to target the White House or the U.S. Capitol[image: External link]. None of the flights had any survivors. A total of 2,977 victims and the 19 hijackers perished in the attacks.[99]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 U.S. objectives




The Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Terrorists or "AUMF" was made law on 14 September 2001, to authorize the use of United States Armed Forces against those responsible for the attacks on 11 September 2001. It authorized the President to use all necessary and appropriate force against those nations, organizations, or persons he determines planned, authorized, committed, or aided the terrorist attacks that occurred on 11 September 2001, or harbored such organizations or persons, to prevent any future acts of international terrorism against the United States by such nations, organizations or individuals. Congress declares this is intended to constitute specific statutory authorization within the meaning of section 5(b) of the War Powers Resolution[image: External link] of 1973.

The George W. Bush administration[image: External link] defined the following objectives in the War on Terror:[100]


	Defeat terrorists such as Osama bin Laden, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link] and demolish their organizations

	Identify, locate and demolish terrorists along with their organizations

	Deny sponsorship, support and sanctuary to terrorists

	End the state sponsorship of terrorism[image: External link]


	Establish and maintain an international standard of accountability concerning combating terrorism

	Strengthen and sustain the international effort to combat terrorism

	Work with willing and able states

	Enable weak states

	Persuade reluctant states

	Compel unwilling states

	Interdict and disorder Material support for terrorists

	Abolish terrorist sanctuaries and havens





	Diminish the underlying conditions that terrorists seek to exploit

	Partner with the international community to strengthen weak states and prevent (re)emergence of terrorism

	Win the war of ideals





	Defend U.S. citizens and interests at home and abroad

	Integrate the National Strategy for Homeland Security[image: External link]


	Attain domain awareness

	Enhance measures to ensure the integrity, reliability, and availability of critical, physical, and information-based infrastructures at home and abroad

	Implement measures to protect U.S. citizens abroad

	Ensure an integrated incident management capability
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 Afghanistan
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 Operation Enduring Freedom




Main article: Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link]


Operation Enduring Freedom is the official name used by the Bush administration for the War in Afghanistan[image: External link], together with three smaller military actions, under the umbrella of the Global War on Terror. These global operations[image: External link] are intended to seek out and destroy any al-Qaeda fighters or affiliates.
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 Operation Enduring Freedom – Afghanistan




Main article: War in Afghanistan (2001–2014)


See also: War in Afghanistan (2015–present)[image: External link] and List of military operations in the war in Afghanistan (2001–2014)[image: External link]


On 20 September 2001, in the wake of the 11 September attacks[image: External link], George W. Bush delivered an ultimatum to the Taliban government of Afghanistan, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan[image: External link], to turn over Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda leaders operating in the country or face attack.[67] The Taliban demanded evidence of bin Laden's link to the 11 September attacks and, if such evidence warranted a trial, they offered to handle such a trial in an Islamic Court.[101] The U.S. refused to provide any evidence.

Subsequently, in October 2001, U.S. forces (with UK and coalition allies) invaded Afghanistan to oust the Taliban regime. On 7 October 2001, the official invasion began with British and U.S. forces conducting airstrike[image: External link] campaigns over enemy targets. Kabul, the capital city of Afghanistan, fell by mid-November[image: External link]. The remaining al-Qaeda and Taliban remnants fell back to the rugged mountains of eastern Afghanistan, mainly Tora Bora. In December, Coalition forces (the U.S. and its allies) fought within that region[image: External link]. It is believed that Osama bin Laden escaped into Pakistan during the battle.[102][103]

In March 2002, the U.S. and other NATO[image: External link] and non-NATO forces launched Operation Anaconda[image: External link] with the goal of destroying any remaining al-Qaeda and Taliban forces in the Shah-i-Kot Valley[image: External link] and Arma Mountains[image: External link] of Afghanistan. The Taliban suffered heavy casualties and evacuated the region.[104]

The Taliban regrouped in western Pakistan and began to unleash an insurgent-style offensive against Coalition forces in late 2002.[105] Throughout southern and eastern Afghanistan, firefights broke out between the surging Taliban and Coalition forces. Coalition forces responded with a series of military offensives and an increase of troops in Afghanistan. In February 2010, Coalition forces launched Operation Moshtarak[image: External link] in southern Afghanistan along with other military offensives in the hopes that they would destroy the Taliban insurgency once and for all.[106] Peace talks are also underway between Taliban affiliated fighters and Coalition forces.[107] In September 2014, Afghanistan and the United States signed a security agreement, which permits the United States and NATO forces to remain in Afghanistan until at least 2024.[108] The United States[image: External link] and other NATO and non-NATO forces are planning to withdraw[image: External link];[109] with the Taliban claiming it has defeated the United States and NATO,[110] and the Obama Administration[image: External link] viewing it as a victory.[111] In December 2014, ISAF encasing its colors, and Resolute Support[image: External link] began as the NATO operation in Afghanistan.[112] Continued United States operations within Afghanistan will continue under the name "Operation Freedom's Sentinel".[113]
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 International Security Assistance Force




Main article: International Security Assistance Force[image: External link]


December 2001 saw the creation of the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to assist the Afghan Transitional Administration and the first post-Taliban elected government. With a renewed Taliban insurgency, it was announced in 2006 that ISAF would replace the U.S. troops in the province as part of Operation Enduring Freedom.

The British 16th Air Assault Brigade[image: External link] (later reinforced by Royal Marines[image: External link]) formed the core of the force in southern Afghanistan, along with troops and helicopters from Australia, Canada and the Netherlands. The initial force consisted of roughly 3,300 British, 2,000 Canadian, 1,400 from the Netherlands and 240 from Australia, along with special forces from Denmark and Estonia[image: External link] and small contingents from other nations. The monthly supply of cargo containers through Pakistani route to ISAF in Afghanistan is over 4,000 costing around 12 billion in Pakistani Rupees.[114][115][116][117][118]
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 Iraq and Syria




Further information: Iraq War and the War on Terror[image: External link]


Iraq had been listed as a State sponsor of terrorism[image: External link] by the U.S. since 1990,[119] when Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait[image: External link]. Iraq had also been on the list from 1979 to 1982; it was removed so that the U.S. could provide material support to Iraq in its war with Iran[image: External link]. Hussein's regime had proven to be a problem for the UN and Iraq's neighbors due to its use of chemical weapons[image: External link] against Iranians[image: External link] and Kurds in the 1980s.
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 Iraqi no-fly zones




Following the ceasefire agreement that suspended hostilities (but not officially ended) in the 1991 Gulf War[image: External link], the United States and its allies instituted and began patrolling Iraqi no-fly zones[image: External link], to protect Iraq's Kurdish and Shi'a[image: External link] Arab[image: External link] population—both of which suffered attacks from the Hussein regime before and after the Gulf War—in Iraq's northern and southern regions, respectively. U.S. forces continued in combat zone deployments through November 1995 and launched Operation Desert Fox[image: External link] against Iraq in 1998 after it failed to meet U.S. demands for "unconditional cooperation" in weapons inspections.[120]

In the aftermath of Operation Desert Fox, during December 1998, Iraq announced that it would no longer respect the no-fly zones and resumed its attempts to shoot down U.S. aircraft.
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 Operation Iraqi Freedom




Main article: Iraq War


The Iraq War began in March 2003 with an air campaign, which was immediately followed by a U.S.-led ground invasion. The Bush administration stated the invasion was the "serious consequences" spoken of in the UNSC Resolution 1441, partially by Iraq possessing weapons of mass destruction. The Bush administration also stated the Iraq war[image: External link] was part of the War on Terror; something later questioned or contested[image: External link].

The first ground attack came at the Battle of Umm Qasr[image: External link] on 21 March 2003 when a combined force of British, American and Polish forces seized control of the port city of Umm Qasr[image: External link].[121] Baghdad, Iraq's capital city, fell[image: External link] to American troops in April 2003 and Saddam Hussein's government quickly dissolved.[122] On 1 May 2003, Bush announced[image: External link] that major combat operations in Iraq had ended.[123] However, an insurgency arose against the U.S.-led coalition and the newly developing Iraqi military and post-Saddam government. The rebellion, which included al-Qaeda-affiliated groups[image: External link], led to far more coalition casualties than the invasion[image: External link]. Other elements of the insurgency were led by fugitive members of President Hussein's Ba'ath[image: External link] regime, which included Iraqi nationalists and pan-Arabists[image: External link]. Many insurgency leaders are Islamists[image: External link] and claim to be fighting a religious war to reestablish the Islamic Caliphate[image: External link] of centuries past.[124] Iraqi President Saddam Hussein was captured by U.S. forces[image: External link] in December 2003. He was executed[image: External link] in 2006.

In 2004, the insurgent forces grew stronger. The U.S. conducted attacks on insurgent strongholds in cities like Najaf[image: External link] and Fallujah[image: External link].

In January 2007, President Bush presented a new strategy for Operation Iraqi Freedom based upon counter-insurgency[image: External link] theories and tactics developed by General David Petraeus[image: External link]. The Iraq War troop surge of 2007 was part of this "new way forward" and, along with U.S. backing of Sunni[image: External link] groups it had previously sought to defeat, has been credited with a widely recognized dramatic decrease in violence by up to 80%.
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 Operation New Dawn




The war entered a new phase on 1 September 2010,[125] with the official end of U.S. combat operations. The last U.S. troops exited Iraq[image: External link] on 18 December 2011.[126]
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 Operation Inherent Resolve (Syria and Iraq)




Main articles: Military intervention against ISIL[image: External link], Timeline of the Iraq War (2014)[image: External link], Spillover of the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], American-led intervention in Syria[image: External link], American-led intervention in Iraq (2014–present)[image: External link], and List of wars and battles involving ISIL[image: External link]


In a major split in the ranks of Al Qaeda's organization, the Iraqi franchise, known as Al Qaeda in Iraq covertly invaded Syria and the Levant and began participating in the ongoing Syrian Civil War, gaining enough support and strength to re-invade Iraq's western provinces under the name of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIS/ISIL), taking over much of the country in a blitzkrieg[image: External link]-like action and combining the Iraq insurgency[image: External link] and Syrian Civil War[image: External link] into a single conflict.[127] Due to their extreme brutality and a complete change in their overall ideology, Al Qaeda's core organization in Central Asia eventually denounced ISIS and directed their affiliates to cut off all ties with this organization.[128] Many analysts[ who?[image: External link]] believe that because of this schism, Al Qaeda and ISIL are now in a competition to retain the title of the world's most powerful terrorist organization.[129]

The Obama administration began to re-engage in Iraq with a series of airstrikes aimed at ISIS starting on 10 August 2014.[130] On 9 September 2014, President Obama said that he had the authority he needed to take action to destroy the militant group known as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link], citing the 2001 Authorization for the Use of Military Force Against Terrorists, and thus did not require additional approval from Congress.[131] The following day on 10 September 2014 President Barack Obama made a televised speech about ISIL, which he stated: "Our objective is clear: We will degrade, and ultimately destroy, ISIL through a comprehensive and sustained counter-terrorism strategy".[132] Obama has authorized the deployment of additional U.S. Forces into Iraq, as well as authorizing direct military operations against ISIL within Syria.[132] On the night of 21/22 September the United States, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the UAE, Jordan and Qatar started air attacks against ISIS in Syria.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In October 2014, it was reported that the U.S. Department of Defense considers military operations against ISIL as being under Operation Enduring Freedom in regards to campaign medal awarding.[133] On 15 October, the military intervention became known as "Operation Inherent Resolve".[134]
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 Pakistan




Main article: Pakistan's role in the War on Terror[image: External link]


See also: Pakistan–United States relations[image: External link], Pakistan and state-sponsored terrorism[image: External link], War in North-West Pakistan[image: External link], Drone strikes in Pakistan[image: External link], and Death of Osama bin Laden


Following the 11 September 2001 attacks, former President of Pakistan Pervez Musharraf sided with the U.S. against the Taliban government in Afghanistan after an ultimatum by then U.S. President George W. Bush. Musharraf agreed to give the U.S. the use of three airbases for Operation Enduring Freedom. United States Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link] and other U.S. administration officials met with Musharraf. On 19 September 2001, Musharraf addressed the people of Pakistan and stated that, while he opposed military tactics against the Taliban, Pakistan risked being endangered by an alliance of India and the U.S. if it did not cooperate. In 2006, Musharraf testified that this stance was pressured by threats from the U.S., and revealed in his memoirs that he had "war-gamed" the United States as an adversary and decided that it would end in a loss for Pakistan.[135]

On 12 January 2002, Musharraf gave a speech against Islamic extremism. He unequivocally condemned all acts of terrorism and pledged to combat Islamic extremism and lawlessness within Pakistan itself. He stated that his government was committed to rooting out extremism and made it clear that the banned militant organizations would not be allowed to resurface under any new name. He said, "the recent decision to ban extremist groups promoting militancy was taken in the national interest after thorough consultations. It was not taken under any foreign influence".[136]

In 2002, the Musharraf-led government took a firm stand against the jihadi organizations and groups promoting extremism, and arrested Maulana Masood Azhar[image: External link], head of the Jaish-e-Mohammed[image: External link], and Hafiz Muhammad Saeed[image: External link], chief of the Lashkar-e-Taiba[image: External link], and took dozens of activists into custody. An official ban was imposed on the groups on 12 January.[137] Later that year, the Saudi[image: External link] born Zayn al-Abidn Muhammed Hasayn Abu Zubaydah[image: External link] was arrested by Pakistani officials during a series of joint U.S.-Pakistan raids. Zubaydah is said to have been a high-ranking al-Qaeda official with the title of operations chief and in charge of running al-Qaeda training camps.[138] Other prominent al-Qaeda members were arrested in the following two years, namely Ramzi bin al-Shibh[image: External link], who is known to have been a financial backer of al-Qaeda operations, and Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who at the time of his capture was the third highest-ranking official in al-Qaeda and had been directly in charge of the planning for the 11 September attacks.

In 2004, the Pakistan Army[image: External link] launched a campaign in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas[image: External link] of Pakistan's Waziristan[image: External link] region, sending in 80,000 troops. The goal of the conflict was to remove the al-Qaeda and Taliban forces in the area.

After the fall of the Taliban regime, many members of the Taliban resistance fled to the Northern border region of Afghanistan and Pakistan where the Pakistani army had previously little control. With the logistics and air support of the United States, the Pakistani Army captured or killed numerous al-Qaeda operatives such as Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, wanted for his involvement in the USS Cole bombing, the Bojinka plot[image: External link], and the killing of Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reporter Daniel Pearl[image: External link].

The United States has carried out a campaign of Drone attacks[image: External link] on targets all over the Federally Administered Tribal Areas. However, the Pakistani Taliban[image: External link] still operates there. To this day it is estimated that 15 U.S. soldiers were killed while fighting al-Qaeda and Taliban remnants in Pakistan since the War on Terror began.[139]

Osama bin Laden, who was of many founders of al-Qaeda, his wife, and son, were all killed on 2 May 2011, during a raid conducted by the United States special operations forces[image: External link] in Abbottabad[image: External link], Pakistan.[140]

The use of drones by the Central Intelligence Agency in Pakistan to carry out operations associated with the Global War on Terror sparks debate over sovereignty and the laws of war. The U.S. Government uses the CIA rather than the U.S. Air Force[image: External link] for strikes in Pakistan to avoid breaching sovereignty through military invasion. The United States was criticized by[according to whom?[image: External link]] a report on drone warfare and aerial sovereignty[image: External link] for abusing the term 'Global War on Terror' to carry out military operations through government agencies without formally declaring war.

In the three years before the attacks of 11 September, Pakistan received approximately US$9 million in American military aid. In the three years after, the number increased to US$4.2 billion, making it the country with the maximum funding post 9/11.
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 Baluchistan




Brahamdagh Bugti[image: External link] stated in a 2008 interview that he would accept aid from India, Afghanistan, and Iran in defending Baluchistan.[141] Pakistan has repeatedly accused India of supporting Baloch rebels,[142][143] and Wright-Neville writes that outside Pakistan, some Western observers also believe that India secretly funds the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA).[144]

The uprising in Baluchistan started after Pakistan invaded and occupied the territory in 1948. Various NGOs have reported human rights violations in committed by Pakistani armed forces. According to reports, approximately 18,000 Baluch residents are reportedly missing and about 2000 have been killed.[145]
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 Trans-Sahara (Northern Africa)
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 Operation Enduring Freedom – Trans Sahara




Main article: Operation Enduring Freedom – Trans Sahara[image: External link]


Operation Enduring Freedom – Trans Sahara (OEF-TS) is the name of the military operation conducted by the U.S. and partner nations in the Sahara/Sahel region of Africa, consisting of counter-terrorism efforts and policing of arms and drug trafficking across central Africa.

The conflict in northern Mali[image: External link] began in January 2012 with radical Islamists (affiliated to al-Qaeda) advancing into northern Mali. The Malian government had a hard time maintaining full control over their country. The fledgling government requested support from the international community on combating the Islamic militants. In January 2013, France intervened on behalf of the Malian government's request and deployed troops into the region. They launched Operation Serval[image: External link] on 11 January 2013, with the hopes of dislodging the al-Qaeda affiliated groups from northern Mali.[146]
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 Horn of Africa and the Red Sea
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 Operation Enduring Freedom – Horn of Africa




Main article: Operation Enduring Freedom – Horn of Africa[image: External link]


See also: War in Somalia (2006–2009)[image: External link], War in Somalia (2009–present)[image: External link], and Piracy off the coast of Somalia[image: External link]


This extension of Operation Enduring Freedom was titled OEF-HOA. Unlike other operations contained in Operation Enduring Freedom, OEF-HOA does not have a specific organization as a target. OEF-HOA instead focuses its efforts to disrupt and detect militant activities in the region and to work with willing governments to prevent the reemergence of militant cells and activities.[147]

In October 2002, the Combined Joint Task Force - Horn of Africa[image: External link] (CJTF-HOA) was established in Djibouti[image: External link] at Camp Lemonnier[image: External link].[148] It contains approximately 2,000 personnel including U.S. military and special operations forces (SOF) and coalition force members, Combined Task Force 150[image: External link] (CTF-150).

Task Force 150 consists of ships from a shifting group of nations, including Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Pakistan, New Zealand and the United Kingdom. The primary goal of the coalition forces is to monitor, inspect, board and stop suspected shipments from entering the Horn of Africa region and affecting the United States' Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link].

Included in the operation is the training of selected armed forces units of the countries of Djibouti, Kenya[image: External link] and Ethiopia[image: External link] in counter-terrorism and counter-insurgency[image: External link] tactics. Humanitarian efforts conducted by CJTF-HOA include rebuilding of schools and medical clinics and providing medical services to those countries whose forces are being trained.

The program expands as part of the Trans-Saharan Counterterrorism Initiative[image: External link] as CJTF personnel also assist in training the armed forces of Chad[image: External link], Niger, Mauritania[image: External link] and Mali[image: External link]. However, the War on Terror does not include Sudan, where over 400,000 have died in an ongoing civil war.

On 1 July 2006, a Web-posted message purportedly written by Osama bin Laden urged Somalis[image: External link] to build an Islamic state[image: External link] in the country and warned western governments that the al-Qaeda network would fight against them if they intervened there.[149]

Somalia has been considered a "failed state[image: External link]" because its official central government was weak, dominated by warlords and unable to exert effective control over the country. Beginning in mid-2006, the Islamic Courts Union (ICU), an Islamist faction campaigning on a restoration of "law and order" through Sharia[image: External link] law, had rapidly taken control of much of southern Somalia.

On 14 December 2006, the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Jendayi Frazer[image: External link] claimed al-Qaeda cell operatives were controlling the Islamic Courts Union, a claim denied by the ICU.[150]

By late 2006, the UN-backed Transitional Federal Government[image: External link] (TFG) of Somalia had seen its power effectively limited to Baidoa[image: External link], while the Islamic Courts Union controlled the majority of southern Somalia, including the capital of Mogadishu[image: External link]. On 20 December 2006, the Islamic Courts Union launched an offensive[image: External link] on the government stronghold of Baidoa and saw early gains before Ethiopia intervened for the government.

By 26 December, the Islamic Courts Union retreated towards Mogadishu, before again retreating as TFG/Ethiopian troops neared, leaving them to take Mogadishu with no resistance[image: External link]. The ICU then fled to Kismayo[image: External link], where they fought Ethiopian/TFG forces in the Battle of Jilib[image: External link].

The Prime Minister of Somalia claimed that three "terror suspects" from the 1998 United States embassy bombings[image: External link] are being sheltered in Kismayo.[151] On 30 December 2006, al-Qaeda deputy leader Ayman al-Zawahiri called upon Muslims worldwide to fight against Ethiopia and the TFG in Somalia.[152]

On 8 January 2007, the U.S. launched the Battle of Ras Kamboni[image: External link] by bombing Ras Kamboni[image: External link] using AC-130[image: External link] gunships.[153]

On 14 September 2009, U.S. Special Forces[image: External link] killed two men and wounded and captured two others near the Somali village of Baarawe[image: External link]. Witnesses claim that helicopters used for the operation launched from French-flagged warships, but that could not be confirmed. A Somali-based al-Qaida affiliated group, the Al-Shabaab[image: External link], has verified the death of "sheik commander" Saleh Ali Saleh Nabhan[image: External link] along with an unspecified number of militants.[154] Nabhan, a Kenyan, was wanted in connection with the 2002 Mombasa attacks[image: External link].[155]
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 Philippines
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 Operation Enduring Freedom – Philippines




Main article: Operation Enduring Freedom – Philippines[image: External link]


In January 2002, the United States Special Operations Command, Pacific[image: External link] deployed to the Philippines[image: External link] to advise and assist the Armed Forces of the Philippines[image: External link] in combating Filipino Islamist groups.[156] The operations were mainly focused on removing the Abu Sayyaf[image: External link] group and Jemaah Islamiyah[image: External link] (JI) from their stronghold on the island of Basilan[image: External link].[157] The second portion of the operation was conducted as a humanitarian program called "Operation Smiles". The goal of the program was to provide medical care and services to the region of Basilan as part of a "Hearts and Minds" program.[158][159] Joint Special Operations Task Force – Philippines disbanded in June 2014,[160] ending a successful 12-year mission.[161] After JSOTF-P had disbanded, as late as November 2014, American forces continued to operate in the Philippines under the name "PACOM Augmentation Team", until February 24, 2015.[162][163]
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 Yemen




Main article: Al-Qaeda insurgency in Yemen[image: External link]


The United States has also conducted a series of military strikes on al-Qaeda militants[image: External link] in Yemen since the War on Terror began.[164] Yemen has a weak central government and a powerful tribal system that leaves large lawless areas open for militant training and operations. Al-Qaeda has a strong presence in the country.[165] On 31 March 2011, AQAP declared the Al-Qaeda Emirate in Yemen after its captured most of Abyan Governorate[image: External link].[166]

The U.S., in an effort to support Yemeni counter-terrorism efforts, has increased their military aid package to Yemen from less than $11 million in 2006 to more than $70 million in 2009, as well as providing up to $121 million for development over the next three years.[167]
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 U.S. Allies in the Middle East





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Israel




Further information: Category:Counter-terrorism in Israel[image: External link]


Israel has been fighting terrorist groups such Hezbollah, Hamas, and Islamic Jihad, who are all Iran's proxies aimed at Iran's objective to destroy Israel. According to the Clarion Project[image: External link]: "Since 1979, Iran has been responsible for countless terrorist plots, directly through regime agents or indirectly through proxies like Hamas and Hezbollah.[168] In 2006, U.S. President [George W Bush] said that Israel's war on terrorist group Hezbollah was part of war on terror.[169]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Saudi Arabia




Further information: List of terrorist incidents in Saudi Arabia[image: External link]


Saudi Arabia witnessed multiple terror attacks from different groups such as Al-Qaeda, whose leader, Osama Bin Laden, declared war on the Saudi government. On June 16, 1996, the Khobar Towers bombing killed 19 U.S. soldiers. The 9/11 Commission[image: External link] concluded that Hezbollah, likely with the support of the Iranian regime, was the perpetrator. It said there are “signs” that Al-Qaeda also played a role.[168]
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 Libya




Main articles: 2011 military intervention in Libya[image: External link], Factional violence in Libya (2011–14)[image: External link], and Libyan Civil War (2014–present)[image: External link]


On 19 March 2011, a multi-state coalition began a military action in Libya, ostensibly to implement United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973[image: External link]. The United Nations Intent and Voting[image: External link] was to have "an immediate ceasefire in Libya, including an end to the current attacks against civilians, which it said might constitute crimes against humanity" ... "imposing a ban on all flights in the country's airspace – a no-fly zone – and tightened sanctions on the Qadhafi regime and its supporters." The resolution was taken in response to events during the Libyan Civil War[image: External link],[170] and military operations began, with American and British naval forces firing over 110 Tomahawk cruise missiles[image: External link],[171] the French Air Force[image: External link], British Royal Air Force[image: External link], and Royal Canadian Air Force[image: External link][172] undertaking sorties[image: External link] across Libya and a naval blockade[image: External link] by Coalition forces.[173] French jets launched air strikes against Libyan Army tanks and vehicles.[174][175] The Libyan government response to the campaign was totally ineffectual, with Gaddafi's forces not managing to shoot down a single NATO[image: External link] plane despite the country possessing 30 heavy SAM[image: External link] batteries, 17 medium SAM batteries, 55 light SAM batteries (a total of 400-450 launchers, including 130-150 SA-6[image: External link] launchers and some SA-8[image: External link] launchers), and 440-600 short-range air-defense guns.[176][177] The official names for the interventions by the coalition members are Opération Harmattan[image: External link] by France; Operation Ellamy[image: External link] by the United Kingdom; Operation Mobile[image: External link] for the Canadian participation and Operation Odyssey Dawn[image: External link] for the United States.[178]

From the beginning of the intervention, the initial coalition of Belgium[image: External link], Canada, Denmark[image: External link], France, Italy, Norway[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], Spain, UK and US[179][180][181][182][183] expanded to nineteen states, with newer states mostly enforcing the no-fly zone and naval blockade or providing military logistical assistance. The effort was initially largely led by France and the United Kingdom, with command shared with the United States. NATO took control of the arms embargo on 23 March, named Operation Unified Protector[image: External link]. An attempt to unify the military leadership of the air campaign (while keeping political and strategic control with a small group), first failed over objections by the French, German, and Turkish governments.[184][185] On 24 March, NATO agreed to take control of the no-fly zone, while command of targeting ground units remains with coalition forces.[186][187][188] The handover occurred on 31 March 2011 at 06:00 UTC[image: External link] (08:00 local time). NATO flew 26,500 sorties since it took charge of the Libya mission on 31 March 2011.

Fighting in Libya ended in late October following the death of Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link], and NATO stated it would end operations over Libya on 31 October 2011. Libya's new government[image: External link] requested its mission to be extended to the end of the year,[189] but on 27 October, the Security Council voted to end NATO's mandate for military action on 31 October.[190]

NBC News reported that in mid-2014, ISIS had about 1,000 fighters in Libya[image: External link]. Taking advantage of a power vacuum in the center of the country, far from the major cities of Tripoli and Benghazi, ISIS expanded rapidly over the next 18 months. Local militants were joined by jihadists from the rest of North Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the Caucasus. The force absorbed or defeated other Islamist groups inside Libya and the central ISIS leadership in Raqqa, Syria, began urging foreign recruits to head for Libya instead of Syria. ISIS seized control of the coastal city of Sirte[image: External link] in early 2015 and then began to expand to the east and south. By the beginning of 2016, it had effective control of 120 to 150 miles of coastline and portions of the interior and had reached Eastern Libya's major population center, Benghazi[image: External link]. In spring 2016, AFRICOM[image: External link] estimated that ISIS had about 5,000 fighters in its stronghold of Sirte.[191]

However, the indigenous rebel groups who had staked their claims to Libya and turned their weapons on ISIS — with the help of airstrikes by Western forces, including U.S. drones, the Libyan population resented the outsiders who wanted to establish a fundamentalist regime on their soil. Militias loyal to the new Libyan unity government, plus a separate and rival force loyal to a former officer in the Qaddafi regime, launched an assault on ISIS outposts in Sirte[image: External link] and the surrounding areas that lasted for months. According to U.S. military estimates, ISIS ranks shrank to somewhere between a few hundred and 2,000 fighters. In August 2016, the U.S. military began airstrikes[image: External link] that, along with continued pressure on the ground from the Libyan militias, pushed the remaining ISIS fighters back into Sirte, In all, U.S. drones and planes hit ISIS nearly 590 times, the Libyan militias reclaimed the city in mid-December.[191] On January 18, 2017, ABC News reported that two USAF B-2 bombers[image: External link] struck two ISIS camps 28 miles south of Sirte, the airstrikes targeted between 80 and 100 ISIS fighters in multiple camps, an unmanned aircraft also participated in the airstrikes. NBC News reported that as many as 90 ISIS fighters were killed in the strike, a U.S. defense official said that "This was the largest remaining ISIS presence in Libya," and that "They have been largely marginalized, but I am hesitant to say they have been eliminated in Libya."[191]
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 Operation Active Endeavour




Main article: Operation Active Endeavour[image: External link]


Operation Active Endeavour is a naval operation[image: External link] of NATO started in October 2001 in response to the 11 September attacks. It operates in the Mediterranean and is designed to prevent the movement of militants or weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] and to enhance the security of shipping in general.[192]
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 Fighting in Kashmir




Main article: Kashmir conflict[image: External link]


In a 'Letter to American People' written by Osama bin Laden in 2002, he stated that one of the reasons he was fighting America is because of its support of India on the Kashmir issue.[193][194] While on a trip to Delhi in 2002, U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] suggested that Al-Qaeda was active in Kashmir, though he did not have any hard evidence.[195][196] In 2002, The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] published an article claiming that Al-Qaeda and its affiliates were "thriving" in Pakistan-administered Kashmir[image: External link] with the tacit approval of Pakistan's National Intelligence agency Inter-Services Intelligence[image: External link].[197] A team of Special Air Service[image: External link] and Delta Force[image: External link] was sent into Indian-administered Kashmir[image: External link] in 2002 to hunt for Osama bin Laden after reports that he was being sheltered by the Kashmiri militant group Harkat-ul-Mujahideen[image: External link].[198] U.S. officials believed that Al-Qaeda was helping organize a campaign of terror in Kashmir to provoke conflict between India and Pakistan. Fazlur Rehman Khalil, the leader of the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, signed al-Qaeda's 1998 declaration of holy war, which called on Muslims to attack all Americans and their allies.[199] Indian sources claimed that In 2006, Al-Qaeda claimed they had established a wing in Kashmir; this worried the Indian government.[200] India also argued that Al-Qaeda has strong ties with the Kashmir militant groups Lashkar-e-Taiba[image: External link] and Jaish-e-Mohammed[image: External link] in Pakistan.[201] While on a visit to Pakistan in January 2010, U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates stated that Al-Qaeda was seeking to destabilize the region and planning to provoke a nuclear war between India and Pakistan.[202]

In September 2009, a U.S. Drone strike[image: External link] reportedly killed Ilyas Kashmiri[image: External link], who was the chief of Harkat-ul-Jihad al-Islami[image: External link], a Kashmiri militant group associated with Al-Qaeda.[203][204] Kashmiri was described by Bruce Riedel[image: External link] as a 'prominent' Al-Qaeda member,[205] while others described him as the head of military operations for Al-Qaeda.[206] Waziristan[image: External link] had now become the new battlefield for Kashmiri militants, who were now fighting NATO[image: External link] in support of Al-Qaeda.[207] On 8 July 2012, Al-Badar Mujahideen, a breakaway faction of Kashmir centric terror group Hizbul Mujahideen, on the conclusion of their two-day Shuhada Conference called for a mobilization of resources for continuation of jihad in Kashmir.[208]
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 American military intervention in Cameroon




In October 2015, the US began deploying 300 soldiers[209] to Cameroon, with the invitation of the Cameroonian government, to support African forces in a non-combat role in their fight against ISIS insurgency in that country. The troops' primary missions will revolve around providing intelligence support to local forces as well as conducting reconnaissance flights.[210]
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 International military support




Main articles: Participants in Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link] and Multi-National Force – Iraq


See also: Coalition combat operations in Afghanistan in 2008[image: External link] and Afghan War order of battle 2012[image: External link]


The invasion of Afghanistan is seen to have been the first action of this war, and initially involved forces from the United States, the United Kingdom, and the Afghan Northern Alliance. Since the initial invasion period, these forces were augmented by troops and aircraft from Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Italy, Netherlands, New Zealand and Norway amongst others. In 2006, there were about 33,000 troops in Afghanistan.

On 12 September 2001, less than 24 hours after the 11 September attacks in New York City and Washington, D.C., NATO invoked Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty[image: External link] and declared the attacks to be an attack against all 19 NATO member countries. Australian Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link] also stated that Australia would invoke the ANZUS[image: External link] Treaty along similar lines.[211]

In the following months, NATO took a broad range of measures to respond to the threat of terrorism. On 22 November 2002, the member states of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council[image: External link] (EAPC) decided on a Partnership Action Plan against Terrorism, which explicitly states, "[The] EAPC States are committed to the protection and promotion of fundamental freedoms and human rights, as well as the rule of law, in combating terrorism."[212] NATO started naval operations in the Mediterranean Sea designed to prevent the movement of terrorists or weapons of mass destruction as well as to enhance the security of shipping in general called Operation Active Endeavour.

Support for the U.S. cooled when America made clear its determination to invade Iraq in late 2002. Even so, many of the "coalition of the willing" countries that unconditionally supported the U.S.-led military action have sent troops to Afghanistan, particular neighboring Pakistan, which has disowned its earlier support for the Taliban and contributed tens of thousands of soldiers to the conflict. Pakistan was also engaged in the War in North-West Pakistan[image: External link] (Waziristan War). Supported by U.S. intelligence, Pakistan was attempting to remove the Taliban insurgency and al-Qaeda element from the northern tribal areas.[213]
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 Terrorist attacks and failed plots since 9/11
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 Al-Qaeda




Main article: al-Qaeda


Since 9/11, Al-Qaeda and other affiliated radical Islamist groups have executed attacks in several parts of the world where conflicts are not taking place. Whereas countries like Pakistan have suffered hundreds of attacks killing tens of thousands and displacing much more.


	The 2002 Bali bombings[image: External link] in Indonesia were committed by various members of Jemaah Islamiyah[image: External link], an organization linked to Al-Qaeda.

	The 2003 Casablanca bombings[image: External link] were carried out by Salafia Jihadia[image: External link], an Al-Qaeda affiliate.

	After the 2003 Istanbul bombings[image: External link], Turkey charged 74 people with involvement, including Syrian Al-Qaeda member Loai al-Saqa[image: External link].

	The 2004 Madrid train bombings[image: External link] in Spain were "inspired by" Al-Qaeda, though no direct involvement has been established.

	The 7 July 2005 London bombings[image: External link] in the United Kingdom were perpetrated by four homegrown terrorists[image: External link], one of whom appeared in an edited video with a known Al-Qaeda operative, though the British government denies Al-Qaeda involvement.

	Al Qaeda claimed responsibility for the 11 April 2007 Algiers bombings[image: External link] in Algeria.

	The 2007 Glasgow International Airport attack[image: External link] in the United Kingdom was carried out by a pair of bombers whose laptops and suicide notes included videos and speeches referencing Al-Qaeda, though no direct involvement was established.

	The 2009 Fort Hood shooting in the United States was committed by Nidal Malik Hasan[image: External link], who had been in communication with Anwar al-Awlaki[image: External link], though the Department of Defense classifies the shooting as an incidence of workplace violence.

	Morocco blames Al-Qaeda for the 2011 Marrakech bombing[image: External link], though Al-Qaeda denies involvement.

	The 2012 Toulouse and Montauban shootings[image: External link] in France were committed by Mohammed Merah, who reportedly had familial ties to Al-Qaeda, along with a history of petty crime and psychological issues. Merah claimed ties to Al-Qaeda, though French authorities deny any connection.

	To date, no one has been convicted for the 2012 U.S. Consulate attack in Benghazi[image: External link] in Libya, and no one has claimed responsibility. Branches of Al-Qaeda, Al-Qaeda affiliates, and individuals "sympathetic to Al-Qaeda" are blamed.

	The gunmen in the 2015 Charlie Hebdo shooting[image: External link] in Paris identified themselves as belonging to Al-Qaeda's branch in Yemen[image: External link].



There may also have been several additional planned attacks that were not successful.


	
2004 financial buildings plot[image: External link] (The United States and the United Kingdom)

	
21 July 2005 London bombings[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
2006 Toronto terrorism plot[image: External link] (Canada)

	
2006 transatlantic aircraft plot[image: External link] involving liquid explosives carried onto commercial airplanes

	2006 Hudson River bomb plot[image: External link] (United States)

	
2007 Fort Dix attack plot[image: External link] (United States)

	
2007 London car bombs[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
2007 John F. Kennedy International Airport attack plot[image: External link] (United States)

	
2009 Bronx terrorism plot[image: External link] (United States)

	
2009 New York City Subway and United Kingdom plot[image: External link] (The United States and the United Kingdom)

	2009 Northwest Airlines Flight 253[image: External link] bombing plot (United States)

	
2010 Stockholm bombings[image: External link] (Sweden)

	
2010 Times Square car bombing attempt[image: External link] (United States)

	
2010 cargo plane bomb plot[image: External link] (United States)

	
2010 Portland car bomb plot[image: External link] (United States)

	
2011 Manhattan terrorism plot[image: External link] (United States)

	
2013 VIA Rail Canada terrorism plot[image: External link] (Canada)
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 The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)




Main article: Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link]



	2013 Reyhanlı bombings[image: External link] in Turkey that led to 52 deaths and the injury of 140 people.

	2014 Canadian parliament shootings[image: External link], an ISIL-inspired attack on Canada's Parliament, resulting in the passing of a Canadian soldier, as well as that of the perpetrator.

	2015 Porte de Vincennes siege[image: External link] perpetrated by Amedy Coulibaly[image: External link] in Paris, which led to four deaths and the injury of nine others.

	
2015 Corinthia Hotel attack[image: External link] on 27 January in Libya that resulted in 10 deaths.

	
2015 Sana'a mosque bombings[image: External link] on 20 March that led to the death of 142 and injury of 351 people.

	2015 Curtis Culwell Center attack[image: External link] on 3 May 2015 that resulted in the injury of one security officer[image: External link].

	
November 2015 Paris attacks[image: External link] on the 13th that left at least 132 dead and injured at least 352 civilians caused France to be put under a state of emergency, close its borders and deploy three French contingency plans.[214] Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attacks,[215] with French President François Hollande[image: External link] later stated the attacks were carried out "by the Islamic state with internal help".[216]


	
2015 San Bernardino attack[image: External link] on 2 December 2015, two gunmen attacked a county building in San Bernardino, California killing 16 people and injuring 24 others.[217]


	
2016 Brussels bombing[image: External link] on 22 March 2016 two bombing attacks, first at Brussels Airport[image: External link] and the second at the Maalbeek/Maelbeek metro station[image: External link], killed 35 people and injured more than 300.

	
2016 Orlando nightclub shooting[image: External link] on 12 June 2016 a gunman opened fire at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida killing 50 people and wounding 53 others. It is the worst terrorist attack on US soil since 11 September 2001 [218]


	As well as a thwarted 2014 mass-beheading plot[image: External link] in Australia.
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 Post 9/11 events inside the United States




Main article: Patriot Act


Further information: Detentions following the September 11 attacks[image: External link] and Aftermath of the September 11 attacks[image: External link]


In addition to military efforts abroad, in the aftermath of 9/11, the Bush Administration increased domestic efforts to prevent future attacks. Various government bureaucracies that handled security and military functions were reorganized. A new cabinet-level agency called the United States Department of Homeland Security was created in November 2002 to lead and coordinate the largest reorganization of the U.S. federal government since the consolidation of the armed forces into the Department of Defense.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Justice Department launched the National Security Entry-Exit Registration System[image: External link] for certain male non-citizens in the U.S., requiring them to register in person at offices of the Immigration and Naturalization Service[image: External link].

The USA PATRIOT Act of October 2001 dramatically reduces restrictions on law enforcement agencies' ability to search telephone, e-mail communications, medical, financial, and other records; eases restrictions on foreign intelligence gathering within the United States; expands the Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link]'s authority to regulate financial transactions, particularly those involving foreign individuals and entities; and broadens the discretion of law enforcement and immigration authorities in detaining and deporting immigrants suspected of terrorism-related acts. The act also expanded the definition of terrorism to include domestic terrorism, thus enlarging the number of activities to which the USA PATRIOT Act's expanded law enforcement powers could be applied. A new Terrorist Finance Tracking Program[image: External link] monitored the movements of terrorists' financial resources (discontinued after being revealed by The New York Times). Global telecommunication usage, including those with no links to terrorism,[219] is being collected and monitored through the NSA electronic surveillance program. The Patriot Act is still in effect.

Political interest groups have stated that these laws remove important restrictions on governmental authority, and are a dangerous encroachment on civil liberties, possible unconstitutional[image: External link] violations of the Fourth Amendment[image: External link]. On 30 July 2003, the American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link] (ACLU) filed the first legal challenge against Section 215 of the Patriot Act, claiming that it allows the FBI[image: External link] to violate a citizen's First Amendment[image: External link] rights, Fourth Amendment rights, and right to due process[image: External link], by granting the government the right to search a person's business, bookstore, and library records in a terrorist investigation, without disclosing to the individual that records were being searched.[220] Also, governing bodies in many communities have passed symbolic resolutions against the act.

In a speech on 9 June 2005, Bush said that the USA PATRIOT Act had been used to bring charges against more than 400 suspects, more than half of whom had been convicted. Meanwhile, the ACLU quoted Justice Department figures showing that 7,000 people have complained of abuse of the Act.

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency ( DARPA[image: External link]) began an initiative in early 2002 with the creation of the Total Information Awareness[image: External link] program, designed to promote information technologies that could be used in counter-terrorism. This program, facing criticism, has since been defunded by Congress.

By 2003, 12 major conventions and protocols were designed to combat terrorism. These were adopted and ratified by many states. These conventions require states to co-operate on principal issues regarding unlawful seizure of aircraft, the physical protection of nuclear materials, and the freezing of assets of militant networks.[221]

In 2005, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 1624[image: External link] concerning incitement to commit acts of terrorism and the obligations of countries to comply with international human rights laws.[222] Although both resolutions require mandatory annual reports on counter-terrorism activities by adopting nations, the United States and Israel have both declined to submit reports. In the same year, the United States Department of Defense and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] issued a planning document, by the name "National Military Strategic Plan for the War on Terrorism", which stated that it constituted the "comprehensive military plan to prosecute the Global War on Terror for the Armed Forces of the United States[image: External link]...including the findings and recommendations of the 9/11 Commission[image: External link] and a rigorous examination with the Department of Defense".

On 9 January 2007, the House of Representatives passed a bill, by a vote of 299–128, enacting many of the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission The bill passed in the U.S. Senate,[223] by a vote of 60–38, on 13 March 2007 and it was signed into law on 3 August 2007 by President Bush. It became Public Law 110-53. In July 2012, U.S. Senate passed a resolution urging that the Haqqani Network[image: External link] be designated a foreign terrorist organization[image: External link].[224]

The Office of Strategic Influence[image: External link] was secretly created after 9/11 for the purpose of coordinating propaganda efforts but was closed soon after being discovered. The Bush administration implemented the Continuity of Operations Plan[image: External link] (or Continuity of Government) to ensure that U.S. government would be able to continue in catastrophic circumstances.

Since 9/11, extremists made various attempts to attack the United States, with varying levels of organization and skill. For example, vigilant passengers aboard a transatlantic flight prevented Richard Reid[image: External link], in 2001, and Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab[image: External link], in 2009, from detonating an explosive device.

Other terrorist plots have been stopped by federal agencies using new legal powers and investigative tools, sometimes in cooperation with foreign governments.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Such thwarted attacks include:


	The 2001 shoe bomb plot[image: External link]


	A plan to crash airplanes into the U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link] (aka Library Tower) in Los Angeles

	The 2003 plot by Iyman Faris[image: External link] to blow up the Brooklyn Bridge[image: External link] in New York City

	The 2004 Financial buildings plot[image: External link], which targeted the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] and World Bank[image: External link] buildings in Washington, D.C., the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] and other financial institutions

	The 2004 Columbus Shopping Mall Bombing Plot[image: External link]


	The 2006 Sears Tower plot[image: External link]


	The 2007 Fort Dix attack plot[image: External link]


	The 2007 John F. Kennedy International Airport attack plot[image: External link]


	The New York Subway Bombing Plot[image: External link] and 2010 Times Square car bombing attempt[image: External link]




The Obama administration has promised the closing of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp, increased the number of troops in Afghanistan[image: External link], and promised the withdrawal of its forces from Iraq[image: External link].
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 Casualties




According to Joshua Goldstein, an international relations[image: External link] professor at the American University[image: External link], The Global War on Terror has seen fewer war deaths than any other decade in the past century.[225]

There is no widely agreed on figure for the number of people that have been killed so far in the War on Terror as it has been defined by the Bush Administration to include the war in Afghanistan, the war in Iraq, and operations elsewhere. The International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War[image: External link] and the Physicians for Social Responsibility and Physicians for Global Survival give total estimates ranging from 1.3 million to 2 million casualties.[226] Some estimates for regional conflicts include the following:


	Iraq: 62,570 to 1,124,000



Main article: Casualties of the Iraq War[image: External link]



	

	
Iraq Body Count project documented 110,937–121,227 civilian deaths from violence from March 2003 to December 2012.[227][228][229]


	110,600 deaths in total according to the Associated Press from March 2003 to April 2009.[230]


	151,000 deaths in total according to the Iraq Family Health Survey[image: External link].[231]


	
Opinion Research Business (ORB) poll[image: External link] conducted 12–19 August 2007 estimated 1,033,000 violent deaths due to the Iraq War. The range given was 946,000 to 1,120,000 deaths. A nationally representative sample of approximately 2,000 Iraqi adults answered whether any members of their household (living under their roof) were killed due to the Iraq War. 22% of the respondents had lost one or more household members. ORB reported that "48% died from a gunshot wound, 20% from the impact of a car bomb, 9% from aerial bombardment, 6% as a result of an accident and 6% from another blast/ordnance."[232][233][234]


	Between 392,979 and 942,636 estimated Iraqi (655,000 with a confidence interval of 95%), civilian and combatant, according to the second Lancet survey of mortality[image: External link].

	A minimum of 62,570 civilian deaths reported in the mass media up to 28 April 2007 according to Iraq Body Count project.[235]


	4,409 U.S. military dead (929 non-hostile deaths), and 31,926 wounded in action during Operation Iraqi Freedom.[236] 66 U.S. Military Dead (28 non-hostile deaths), and 295 wounded in action during Operation New Dawn.[236]









	Afghanistan: between 10,960 and 249,000[237]




Main article: Civilian casualties of the War in Afghanistan (2001–present)[image: External link]



	

	16,725–19,013 civilians killed according to Cost of War project[image: External link] from 2001 to 2013[238]









	

	According to Marc W. Herold's extensive database,[239] between 3,100 and 3,600 civilians were directly killed by U.S. Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link] bombing and Special Forces attacks between 7 October 2001 and 3 June 2003. This estimate counts only "impact deaths"—deaths that occurred in the immediate aftermath of an explosion or shooting—and does not count deaths that occurred later as a result of injuries sustained, or deaths that occurred as an indirect consequence of the U.S. airstrikes and invasion.








	

	In an opinion article published in August 2002 in the magazine The Weekly Standard[image: External link], Joshua Muravchik[image: External link] of the American Enterprise Institute,[240] questioned Professor Herold's study entirely by one single incident that involved 25–93 deaths. He did not provide any estimate his own.[241]









	

	In a pair of January 2002 studies, Carl Conetta of the Project on Defense Alternatives estimates that "at least" 4,200–4,500 civilians were killed by mid-January 2002 as a result of the war and Coalition airstrikes, both directly as casualties of the aerial bombing campaign, and indirectly in the resulting humanitarian crisis.








	

	His first study, "Operation Enduring Freedom: Why a Higher Rate of Civilian Bombing Casualties?",[242] released 18 January 2002, estimates that, at the low end, "at least" 1,000–1,300 civilians were directly killed in the aerial bombing campaign in just the three months between 7 October 2001 to 1 January 2002. The author found it impossible to provide an upper-end estimate to direct civilian casualties from the Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link] bombing campaign that he noted as having an increased use of cluster bombs[image: External link].[243] In this lower-end estimate, only Western press sources were used for hard numbers, while heavy "reduction factors" were applied to Afghan government reports so that their estimates were reduced by as much as 75%.[244]









	

	In his companion study, "Strange Victory: A critical appraisal of Operation Enduring Freedom and the Afghanistan war",[245] released 30 January 2002, Conetta estimates that "at least" 3,200 more Afghans died by mid-January 2002, of "starvation, exposure, associated illnesses, or injury sustained while in flight from war zones", as a result of the war and Coalition airstrikes.








	

	In similar numbers, a Los Angeles Times[image: External link] review of U.S., British, and Pakistani newspapers and international wire services found that between 1,067 and 1,201 direct civilian deaths were reported by those news organizations during the five months from 7 October 2001 to 28 February 2002. This review excluded all civilian deaths in Afghanistan that did not get reported by U.S., British, or Pakistani news, excluded 497 deaths that did get reported in U.S., British, and Pakistani news but that were not specifically identified as civilian or military, and excluded 754 civilian deaths that were reported by the Taliban but not independently confirmed.[246]









	

	According to Jonathan Steele[image: External link] of The Guardian between 20,000 and 49,600 people may have died of the consequences of the invasion by the spring of 2002.[247]









	

	2,046 U.S. military dead (339 non-hostile deaths), and 18,201 wounded in action.[236]









	

	A report titled Body Count put together by Physicians for Social Responsibility[image: External link], Physicians for Global Survival[image: External link], and International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War[image: External link] (IPPNW) concluded that between 185,000–249,000 people had been killed as a result of the fighting in Afghanistan.[237]









	Pakistan: Between 1467 and 2334 people were killed in U.S. drone attacks as of 6 May 2011. Tens of thousands have been killed by terrorist attacks, millions displaced.












Main articles: Drone attacks in Pakistan[image: External link] and Terrorism in Pakistan[image: External link]



	Somalia: 7,000+




	

	In December 2007, The Elman Peace and Human Rights Organization said it had verified 6,500 civilian deaths, 8,516 people wounded, and 1.5 million displaced from homes in Mogadishu alone during the year 2007.[248]









	USA




	

	1 June 2009, Pvt. William Andrew Long was shot and killed by Abdulhakim Muhammad[image: External link], while outside a recruiting facility in Little Rock AR.[249][250]


	On 5 November 2009, Nidal Malik Hasan[image: External link] shot and killed 13 people and wounded more than 30 others at Fort Hood, Texas.[251]








Total American casualties from the War on Terror

(this includes fighting throughout the world[image: External link]):



	
	



	U.S. Military killed
	7,008[236]




	U.S. Military wounded[image: External link]

	50,422[236]




	U.S. DoD Civilians killed
	16[236]




	U.S. Civilians killed (includes 9/11[image: External link] and after)
	3,000 +



	U.S. Civilians wounded/injured
	6,000 +



	Total Americans killed (military and civilian)
	10,008 +



	Total Americans wounded/injured
	56,422 +




[252][253][254][255][256]

The United States Department of Veterans Affairs[image: External link] has diagnosed more than 200,000 American veterans with PTSD[image: External link] since 2001.[257]


	Yemen



Main article: Terrorism in Yemen[image: External link]
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 Total terrorist casualties




On December 7, 2015, the Washington post reported that since 2001, in five theaters of the war (Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen, Syria and Somalia) that the total number of terrorists killed ranges from 65,800 to 88,600, with Obama administration being responsible for between 30,000 and 33,000.[258]
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 Costs




A March 2011 Congressional report[259] estimated spending related to the war through the fiscal year 2011 at $1.2 trillion, and that spending through 2021 assuming a reduction to 45,000 troops would be $1.8 trillion. A June 2011 academic report[259] covering additional areas of spending related to the war estimated it through 2011 at $2.7 trillion, and long-term spending at $5.4 trillion including interest.[note 4]

According to the Soufan Group in July 2015, the United States government spends $9.4 million per day in operations against ISIS in Syria and Iraq.[260]



	Expense
	
CRS/CBO (Billions US$):[261][262][263]

	
Watson[image: External link] (Billions constant[image: External link] US$):[264]




	FY2001-FY2011



	War appropriations to DoD

	1208.1
	1311.5



	War appropriations to DoS[image: External link]/ USAID[image: External link]

	66.7
	74.2



	
VA[image: External link] Medical
	8.4
	13.7



	VA disability
	
	18.9



	Interest paid on DoD war appropriations
	
	185.4



	Additions to DoD base spending
	
	362.2–652.4



	Additions to Homeland Security base spending
	
	401.2



	Social costs to veterans and military families to date
	
	295-400



	Subtotal:
	1283.2
	2662.1–3057.3



	FY2012-future



	FY2012 DoD request
	118.4



	FY2012 DoS/USAID request
	12.1



	Projected 2013–2015 war spending
	168.6



	Projected 2016–2020 war spending
	155



	Projected obligations for veterans' care to 2051
	
	589–934



	Additional interest payments to 2020
	
	1000



	Subtotal:
	454.1
	2043.1–2388.1



	Total:
	1737.3
	4705.2–5445.4
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 Criticism




Main article: Criticism of the War on Terror[image: External link]


Criticism of the War on Terror addressed the issues, morality, efficiency, economics, and other questions surrounding the War on Terror and made against the phrase itself, calling it a misnomer[image: External link]. The notion of a "war" against "terrorism" has proven highly contentious, with critics charging that it has been exploited by participating governments to pursue long-standing policy/military objectives,[265] reduce civil liberties[image: External link],[266] and infringe upon human rights. It is argued that the term war is not appropriate in this context (as in War on Drugs[image: External link]) since there is no identifiable enemy and that it is unlikely international terrorism can be brought to an end by military means.[267]

Other critics, such as Francis Fukuyama[image: External link], note that " terrorism[image: External link]" is not an enemy, but a tactic; calling it a "war on terror", obscures differences between conflicts such as anti-occupation insurgents[image: External link] and international mujahideen[image: External link]. With a military presence in Iraq and Afghanistan[image: External link] and its associated collateral damage, Shirley Williams[image: External link] maintains this increases resentment and terrorist threats against the West.[268] There is also perceived U.S. hypocrisy,[269][270] media-induced hysteria,[271] and that differences in foreign and security policy have damaged America's reputation internationally[image: External link].[272]
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 Other Wars on Terror




In the 2010s, China[image: External link] has also been engaged in its War on Terror, predominantly a domestic campaign in response to violent actions by Uighur[image: External link] separatist movements in the Xinjiang conflict[image: External link].[273] This campaign was widely criticized in international media due to the perception that it unfairly targets and persecutes[image: External link] Chinese Muslims[image: External link],[274] potentially resulting in a negative backlash from China[image: External link]'s predominantly Muslim[image: External link] Uighur[image: External link] population.

Russia[image: External link] has also been engaged on its own, also largely internally focused, counter-terrorism campaign often termed a war on terror, during the Second Chechen War[image: External link], the Insurgency in the North Caucasus[image: External link], and the Russian military intervention in the Syrian Civil War[image: External link].[275] Like China[image: External link]'s war on terror, Russia[image: External link]'s has also been focused on separatist[image: External link] and Islamist[image: External link] movements that use political violence[image: External link] to achieve their ends.[276]
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 Notes






	
^ Origins date back to the 1980s.


	
^ Origins date back to the 1980s.


	
^ Former army chief.


	
^ Among costs not covered by these figures are off-DoD spending beyond 2012, economic opportunity costs, state and local expenses not reimbursed by the federal government, nor reimbursements made to foreign coalition allies for their expenses.
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	It has been requested[image: External link] that the title[image: External link] of this article be changed[image: External link] to War in Afghanistan (2001-present). Please see the relevant discussion on the discussion page[image: External link]. Do not move the page until the discussion has reached consensus for the change and is closed.




This article is about the war in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2014. For the phase of the same conflict following the end of ISAF in 2014, see War in Afghanistan (2015–present)[image: External link].

"Afghanistan invasion" redirects here. For other invasions of Afghanistan, see Invasions of Afghanistan[image: External link].

Further information: Civilian casualties in the war in Afghanistan (2001–2014)[image: External link]




	



	




The War in Afghanistan (or the U.S. War in Afghanistan)[38][39] followed the 2001 United States invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link].[40] Supported initially by Canada in the form of JTF2[image: External link][41] and the United Kingdom[image: External link], the US was later joined by the rest of NATO[image: External link], beginning in 2003. Its public aims were to dismantle al-Qaeda and to deny it a safe base of operations in Afghanistan[image: External link] by removing the Taliban from power.[42] Key allies, including the United Kingdom, supported the U.S. from the start to the end of the phase. This phase of the war is the longest war[image: External link] in United States history.[43][44][45][46][47]

In 2001, U.S. President George W. Bush demanded that the Taliban hand over Osama bin Laden and expel al-Qaeda; bin Laden had already been wanted by the United Nations since 1999. The Taliban declined to extradite[image: External link] him unless given evidence of his involvement in the September 11 attacks[image: External link][48] and also declined demands to extradite others on the same grounds. The request for evidence was dismissed by the U.S. as a delaying tactic, and on 7 October 2001 it launched Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link] with the United Kingdom. The two were later joined by other forces, including the Northern Alliance which had been fighting the Taliban in the ongoing civil war since 1996[image: External link].[49][50] In December 2001, the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] established the International Security Assistance Force[image: External link] (ISAF), to assist the Afghan interim authorities with securing Kabul. At the Bonn Conference[image: External link] the same month, Hamid Karzai was selected to head the Afghan Interim Administration[image: External link], which after a 2002 loya jirga[image: External link] in Kabul became the Afghan Transitional Administration. In the popular elections of 2004[image: External link], Karzai was elected president of the country, now named the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan[image: External link].[51]

NATO became involved in ISAF in August 2003, and later that year assumed leadership of it, with troops from 43 countries by this stage. NATO members provided the core of the force.[52] One portion of U.S. forces in Afghanistan operated under NATO command; the rest remained under direct U.S. command.

The Taliban was reorganised by its leader Mullah Omar[image: External link], and in 2003, launched an insurgency against the government and ISAF.[53][54] Though outgunned and outnumbered, insurgents from the Taliban, Haqqani Network[image: External link], Hezb-e-Islami Gulbuddin[image: External link] and other groups have waged asymmetric warfare[image: External link] with guerilla raids[image: External link] and ambushes[image: External link] in the countryside, suicide attacks[image: External link] against urban targets and turncoat[image: External link] killings against coalition forces. The Taliban exploited weaknesses in the Afghan government, among the most corrupt in the world[image: External link], to reassert influence across rural areas of southern and eastern Afghanistan. In the initial years there was little fighting, but from 2006 the Taliban made significant gains and showed an increased willingness to commit atrocities against civilians. ISAF responded in 2006 by increasing troops for counterinsurgency[image: External link] operations to "clear and hold[image: External link]" villages and "nation building[image: External link]" projects to "win hearts and minds[image: External link]".[55][56] Violence sharply escalated from 2007 to 2009.[57] While ISAF continued to battle the Taliban insurgency, fighting crossed into neighboring North-West Pakistan[image: External link].[58]

On 1 May 2011, United States Navy SEALs[image: External link] killed Osama bin Laden in Abbotabad[image: External link], Pakistan. In May 2012, NATO leaders endorsed an exit strategy for withdrawing their forces. UN-backed peace talks have since taken place between the Afghan government and the Taliban.[59] In May 2014, the United States announced that its major combat operations would end in December 2014, and that it would leave a residual force in the country.[60] In October 2014, British forces handed over the last bases in Helmand[image: External link] to the Afghan military[image: External link], officially ending their combat operations in the war.[61] On 28 December 2014, NATO formally ended combat operations in Afghanistan and transferred full security responsibility to the Afghan government.[62][63] In early 2017, thousands of American and other NATO troops remain in Afghanistan as military advisors and for counterterrorism operations without any formal plans to withdraw.[64]

Tens of thousands of people were killed in the war. Over 4,000 ISAF soldiers and civilian contractors[image: External link] as well as over 15,000 Afghan national security forces[image: External link] were killed, as well as nearly 20,000 civilians[image: External link].
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Main article: War in Afghanistan (1978–present)[image: External link]


Afghanistan's political order began to break down with the overthrow of King Zahir Shah[image: External link] by his distant cousin Mohammed Daoud Khan[image: External link] in a bloodless 1946 coup[image: External link]. Daoud Khan had served as prime minister since 1953 and promoted economic modernization, emancipation[image: External link] of women, and Pashtun nationalism[image: External link]. This was threatening to neighboring Pakistan, faced with its own restive Pashtun[image: External link] population. In the mid-1930's, Pakistani Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto[image: External link] began to encourage Afghan Islamist[image: External link] leaders such as Burhanuddin Rabbani[image: External link] and Gulbuddin Hekmatyar[image: External link], to fight against the regime. In 1978, Daoud Khan was killed in a coup by Afghan's Communist Party[image: External link], his former partner in government, known as the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan[image: External link] (PDPA). The PDPA pushed for a socialist transformation by abolishing arranged marriages, promoting mass literacy and reforming land ownership. This undermined the traditional tribal order and provoked opposition across rural areas. The PDPA's crackdown was met with open rebellion, including Ismail Khan[image: External link]'s Herat Uprising[image: External link]. The PDPA was beset by internal leadership differences and was weakened by an internal coup on 11 September 1979 when Hafizullah Amin[image: External link] ousted Nur Muhammad Taraki[image: External link]. The Soviet Union, sensing PDPA weakness, intervened militarily three months later[image: External link], to depose Amin[image: External link] and install another PDA faction[image: External link] led by Babrak Karmal[image: External link].

The entry of Soviet forces in Afghanistan in December 1979 prompted its Cold War[image: External link] rivals, the United States[image: External link], Pakistan, Saudi Arabia[image: External link] and China[image: External link] to support rebels fighting against the Soviet-backed Democratic Republic of Afghanistan[image: External link]. In contrast to the secular and socialist government, which controlled the cities, religiously motivated mujahideen[image: External link] held sway in much of the countryside. Beside Rabbani, Hekmatyar, and Khan, other mujahideen commanders included Jalaluddin Haqqani[image: External link]. The CIA[image: External link] worked closely with Pakistan's Inter-Service Intelligence[image: External link] to funnel foreign support for the mujahideen. The war also attracted Arab volunteers, known as "Afghan Arabs[image: External link]", including Osama bin Laden.

After the withdrawal of the Soviet military from Afghanistan[image: External link] in May 1989, the PDPA regime under Najibullah[image: External link] held on until 1992, when the collapse of the Soviet Union[image: External link] deprived the regime of aid, and the defection of Uzbek general Abdul Rashid Dostum[image: External link] cleared the approach to Kabul. With the political stage cleared of socialists, the warlords, some of them Islamist, vied for power. By then, Bin Laden had left the country and the United States' interest in Afghanistan also diminished.
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Main article: Civil war in Afghanistan (1992–96)[image: External link]


In 1992, Rabbani officially became president of the Islamic State of Afghanistan[image: External link], but had to battle other warlords for control of Kabul. In late 1994, Rabbani's defense minister, Ahmad Shah Massoud[image: External link], defeated Hekmatyr in Kabul and ended ongoing bombardment of the capital.[65][66][67] Massoud tried to initiate a nationwide political process[image: External link] with the goal of national consolidation[image: External link]. Other warlords, including Ismail Khan in the west and Dostum in the north, maintained their fiefdoms.

In 1994, Mohammed Omar[image: External link], a mujahideen member who taught at a Pakistani madrassa[image: External link], returned to Kandahar and formed the Taliban movement. His followers were religious students, known as the Talib and they sought to end warlordism through strict adherence to Islamic law[image: External link]. By November 1994, the Taliban had captured all of Kandahar Province. They declined the government's offer to join in a coalition government and marched on Kabul in 1995.[68]
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Main article: Civil war in Afghanistan (1996–2001)[image: External link]


The Taliban's early victories in 1994 were followed by a series of costly defeats.[69] Pakistan provided strong support to the Taliban.[70][71] Analysts such as Amin Saikal[image: External link] described the group as developing into a proxy[image: External link] force for Pakistan's regional interests, which the Taliban denied.[70] The Taliban started shelling Kabul in early 1995, but were driven back by Massoud.[66][72]

On 27 September 1996, the Taliban, with military support by Pakistan and financial support from Saudi Arabia[image: External link], seized Kabul and founded the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan[image: External link].[73] They imposed their fundamentalist[image: External link] interpretation of Islam in areas under their control, issuing edicts forbidding women to work outside the home, attend school, or to leave their homes unless accompanied by a male relative.[74] According to the Pakistani expert Ahmed Rashid[image: External link], "between 1994 and 1999, an estimated 80,000 to 100,000 Pakistanis trained and fought in Afghanistan" on the side of the Taliban.[75][76]

Massoud and Dostum, former arch-enemies, created a United Front against the Taliban, commonly known as the Northern Alliance.[77] In addition to Massoud's Tajik[image: External link] force and Dostum's Uzbeks[image: External link], the United Front included Hazara[image: External link] factions and Pashtun[image: External link] forces under the leadership of commanders such as Abdul Haq[image: External link] and Haji Abdul Qadir[image: External link]. Abdul Haq also gathered a limited number of defecting Pashtun Taliban.[78] Both agreed to work together with the exiled Afghan king Zahir Shah[image: External link].[76] International officials who met with representatives of the new alliance, which the journalist Steve Coll[image: External link] referred to as the "grand Pashtun-Tajik alliance", said, "It's crazy that you have this today … Pashtuns, Tajiks, Uzbeks, Hazara … They were all ready to buy in to the process … to work under the king's banner for an ethnically balanced Afghanistan."[79][80] The Northern Alliance received varying degrees of support from Russia, Iran, Tajikistan and India. The Taliban captured Mazar-i-Sharif[image: External link] in 1998 and drove Dostum into exile.

The conflict was brutal. According to the United Nations[image: External link] (UN), the Taliban, while trying to consolidate control over northern and western Afghanistan, committed systematic massacres against civilians. UN officials stated that there had been "15 massacres" between 1996 and 2001. The Taliban especially targeted the Shia[image: External link] Hazaras.[81][82] In retaliation for the execution of 3,000 Taliban prisoners by Uzbek general Abdul Malik Pahlawan[image: External link] in 1997, the Taliban executed about 4,000 civilians after taking Mazar-i-Sharif in 1998.[83][84]

Bin Laden's 055 Brigade[image: External link] was responsible for mass killings of Afghan civilians.[85] The report by the United Nations quotes eyewitnesses in many villages describing "Arab fighters carrying long knives used for slitting throats and skinning people".[81][82]

By 2001, the Taliban controlled as much as 90% of Afghanistan, with the Northern Alliance confined to the country's northeast corner. Fighting alongside Taliban forces were some 28,000–30,000 Pakistanis (usually also Pashtun) and 2,000–3,000 Al-Qaeda militants.[68][85][86][87] Many of the Pakistanis were recruited from madrassas.[85] A 1998 document by the U.S. State Department[image: External link] confirmed that "20–40 percent of [regular] Taliban soldiers are Pakistani." The document said that many of the parents of those Pakistani nationals "know nothing regarding their child's military involvement with the Taliban until their bodies are brought back to Pakistan". According to the U.S. State Department report and reports by Human Rights Watch, other Pakistani nationals fighting in Afghanistan were regular soldiers, especially from the Frontier Corps[image: External link], but also from the Pakistani Army[image: External link] providing direct combat support.[71][88]
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In August 1996, Bin Laden was forced to leave Sudan and arrived in Jalalabad, Afghanistan. He had founded Al-Qaeda in the late 1980s to support the mujahideen's war against the Soviets, but became disillusioned by infighting among warlords. He grew close to Mullah Omar and moved Al-Qaeda's operations to eastern Afghanistan.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The 9/11 Commission[image: External link] in the U.S. reported found that under the Taliban, al-Qaeda was able to use Afghanistan as a place to train and indoctrinate fighters, import weapons, coordinate with other jihadists[image: External link], and plot terrorist[image: External link] actions.[89] While al-Qaeda maintained its own camps in Afghanistan[image: External link], it also supported training camps of other organizations. An estimated 10,000 to 20,000 men passed through these facilities before 9/11, most of whom were sent to fight for the Taliban against the United Front. A smaller number were inducted into al-Qaeda.[90]

After the August 1998 U.S. Embassy bombings[image: External link] were linked to bin Laden, President Bill Clinton ordered missile strikes on militant training camps[image: External link] in Afghanistan. U.S. officials pressed the Taliban to surrender bin Laden. In 1999, the international community imposed sanctions on the Taliban, calling for bin Laden to be surrendered. The Taliban repeatedly rebuffed these demands.

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Special Activities Division[image: External link] paramilitary[image: External link] teams were active in Afghanistan in the 1990s in clandestine operations to locate and kill or capture Osama bin Laden. These teams planned several operations, but did not receive the order to proceed from President Clinton. Their efforts built relationships with Afghan leaders that proved essential in the 2001 invasion.[91]
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During the Clinton administration[image: External link], the U.S. tended to favor Pakistan and until 1998–1999 had no clear policy toward Afghanistan. In 1997, for example, the U.S. State Department's Robin Raphel[image: External link] told Massoud to surrender to the Taliban. Massoud responded that, as long as he controlled an area the size of his hat, he would continue to defend it from the Taliban.[68] Around the same time, top foreign policy officials in the Clinton administration flew to northern Afghanistan to try to persuade the United Front not to take advantage of a chance to make crucial gains against the Taliban. They insisted it was the time for a cease-fire and an arms embargo[image: External link]. At the time, Pakistan began a " Berlin-like[image: External link] airlift[image: External link] to resupply and re-equip the Taliban", financed with Saudi money.[92]

U.S. policy toward Afghanistan changed after the 1998 U.S. embassy bombings[image: External link]. Subsequently, Osama bin Laden was indicted[image: External link] for his involvement in the embassy bombings. In 1999 both the U.S. and the United Nations enacted sanctions against the Taliban via United Nations Security Council Resolution 1267[image: External link], which demanded the Taliban surrender Osama bin Laden for trial in the U.S. and close all terrorist[image: External link] bases in Afghanistan.[93] The only collaboration between Massoud and the US at the time was an effort with the CIA to trace bin Laden following the 1998 bombings.[94] The U.S. and the European Union provided no support to Massoud for the fight against the Taliban.

By 2001 the change of policy sought by CIA officers who knew Massoud was underway.[95] CIA lawyers, working with officers in the Near East Division and Counter-terrorist Center, began to draft a formal finding for President George W. Bush's signature, authorizing a covert action[image: External link] program in Afghanistan. It would be the first in a decade to seek to influence the course of the Afghan war in favor of Massoud.[73] Richard A. Clarke[image: External link], chair of the Counter-Terrorism Security Group under the Clinton administration, and later an official in the Bush administration, allegedly presented a plan to incoming Bush National Security Adviser[image: External link] Condoleezza Rice in January 2001.

A change in US policy was effected in August 2001.[73] The Bush administration agreed on a plan to start supporting Massoud. A meeting of top national security officials agreed that the Taliban would be presented with an ultimatum to hand over bin Laden and other al-Qaeda operatives. If the Taliban refused, the US would provide covert[image: External link] military aid to anti-Taliban groups. If both those options failed, "the deputies agreed that the United States would seek to overthrow the Taliban regime through more direct action."[96]
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Ahmad Shah Massoud was the only leader of the United Front in Afghanistan. In the areas under his control, Massoud set up democratic institutions and signed the Women's Rights[image: External link] Declaration.[97] As a consequence, many civilians had fled to areas under his control.[98][99] In total, estimates range up to one million people fleeing the Taliban.[100]

Further information: Civil war in Afghanistan (1996–2001)[image: External link]


In late 2000, Ahmad Shah Massoud[image: External link], a Tajik[image: External link] nationalist and leader of the Northern Alliance, invited several other prominent Afghan tribal leaders to a jirga[image: External link] in northern Afghanistan "to settle political turmoil in Afghanistan".[101] Among those in attendance were Pashtun[image: External link] nationalists, Abdul Haq[image: External link] and Hamid Karzai.[102][103]

In early 2001, Massoud and several other Afghan leaders addressed the European Parliament[image: External link] in Brussels, asking the international community to provide humanitarian help. The Afghan envoy asserted that the Taliban and al-Qaeda had introduced "a very wrong perception of Islam" and that without the support of Pakistan and Osama bin Laden, the Taliban would not be able to sustain their military campaign for another year. Massoud warned that his intelligence had gathered information about an imminent, large-scale attack on U.S. soil.[104]

On 9 September 2001, two French-speaking Algerians[image: External link] posing as journalists killed Massoud in a suicide attack[image: External link] in Takhar Province[image: External link] of Afghanistan. The two perpetrators were later alleged to be members of al-Qaeda. They were interviewing Massoud before detonating a bomb hidden in their video camera.[105][106] Both of the alleged al-Qaeda men were subsequently killed by Massoud's guards.
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Main article: September 11 attacks[image: External link]


On the morning of 11 September 2001, a total of 19 Arab[image: External link] men carried out four coordinated attacks[image: External link] in the United States. Four commercial passenger jet airliners were hijacked.[107][108] The hijackers – members of al-Qaeda's Hamburg cell[image: External link] –[109] intentionally crashed two of the airliners into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], killing everyone on board and more than 2000 people in the buildings. Both buildings collapsed within two hours from damage related to the crashes, destroying nearby buildings and damaging others. The hijackers crashed a third airliner into the Pentagon[image: External link] in Arlington[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link], just outside Washington, D.C.[image: External link]. The fourth plane crashed into a field near Shanksville[image: External link], in rural Pennsylvania[image: External link], after some of its passengers and flight crew attempted to retake control of the plane, which the hijackers had redirected toward Washington, D.C., to target the White House, or the U.S. Capitol[image: External link]. No one aboard the flights survived. According to the New York State Health Department, the death toll among responders including firefighters and police was 836 as of June 2009.[110] Total deaths were 2996, including the 19 hijackers.[110]
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Main article: United States invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link]


The United States invasion of Afghanistan occurred after the September 11 attacks[image: External link] in late 2001,[111] supported by allies including the United Kingdom.

U.S. President George W. Bush demanded that the Taliban hand over Osama bin Laden and expel al-Qaeda from Afghanistan. Bin Laden had been wanted by the U.N. since 1999 for the prior attack on the World Trade Center. The Taliban government refused to extradite[image: External link] him (or others sought by the US) unless it provided evidence of his involvement in the 9/11 attacks.[48] They ignored U.S. demands to shut down al-Qaeda bases. The request for proof of bin Laden's involvement was dismissed by the U.S. as a meaningless delaying tactic.

Immediately after the attacks, General Tommy Franks[image: External link], then-commanding general of Central Command ( CENTCOM[image: External link]), initially proposed to President George W. Bush and Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] that the U.S. invade Afghanistan using a conventional force of 60,000 troops, preceded by six months of preparation. Rumsfield and Bush feared that a conventional invasion of Afghanistan could bog down as had happened to the Soviets[image: External link] and the British[image: External link].[112] Rumsfield rejected Franks's plan, saying "I want men on the ground now!" Franks returned the next day with a plan utilizing US Special Forces[image: External link].[113] On September 26, 2001, fifteen days after the 9/11 attack, the U.S. covertly inserted members of the CIA's Special Activities Division[image: External link] led by Gary Schroen[image: External link] as part of team Jawbreaker into Afghanistan, forming the Northern Afghanistan Liaison Team.[114][115][116] They linked up with the Northern Alliance as part of Task Force Dagger.[117]

Two weeks later, Operational Detachment Alpha (ODA) 555 and 595, both 12-man Green Beret[image: External link] teams from 5th Special Forces Group[image: External link], plus Air Force combat controllers, were airlifted by helicopter from the Karshi-Khanabad Air Base[image: External link] in Uzbekistan[image: External link][118] more than 300 kilometers (190 mi) across the 16,000 feet (4,900 m) Hindu Kush[image: External link] mountains in zero-visibility conditions by two SOAR[image: External link] MH-47E[image: External link] Chinook helicopters. The Chinooks were refueled in-flight three times during the 11-hour mission, establishing a new world record for combat rotorcraft missions at the time. They linked up with the CIA and Northern Alliance. Within a few weeks the Northern Alliance, with assistance from the U.S. ground and air forces, captured several key cities from the Taliban.[114][119]

The U.S. officially launched Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link] on 7 October 2001 with the assistance of the United Kingdom[image: External link]. The two were later joined by other countries.[49][50] The U.S. and its allies drove the Taliban from power and built military bases near major cities across the country. Most al-Qaeda and Taliban were not captured, escaping to neighboring Pakistan[image: External link] or retreating to rural or remote mountainous regions.[120]

On 20 December 2001, the United Nations authorized an International Security Assistance Force[image: External link] (ISAF), with a mandate to help the Afghans maintain security in Kabul and surrounding areas. It was initially established from the headquarters of the British 3rd Mechanised Division[image: External link] under Major General John McColl[image: External link], and for its first years numbered no more than 5,000.[121] Its mandate did not extend beyond the Kabul area for the first few years.[122] Eighteen countries were contributing to the force in February 2002.

At the Bonn Conference[image: External link] in December 2001, Hamid Karzai was selected to head the Afghan Interim Administration[image: External link], which after a 2002 loya jirga[image: External link] in Kabul became the Afghan Transitional Administration. In the popular elections of 2004[image: External link], Karzai was elected president of the country, now named the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan[image: External link].[51]

In August 2003, NATO[image: External link] became involved, taking the helm at ISAF.[52] Some U.S. forces in Afghanistan operated under NATO command; the rest remained under direct U.S. command. Taliban leader Mullah Omar[image: External link] reorganized the movement, and in 2003, launched an insurgency against the government and ISAF.[53][54]
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 An insurgency gains strength




Main article: Taliban insurgency


Further information: War in North-West Pakistan[image: External link], 2003 in Afghanistan[image: External link], 2004 in Afghanistan[image: External link], and 2005 in Afghanistan[image: External link]


After evading coalition forces throughout mid-2002, Taliban remnants gradually regained confidence and prepared to launch the Taliban insurgency that Omar had promised.[123] During September, Taliban forces began a jihad recruitment drive in Pashtun areas in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Pamphlets distributed in secret appeared in many villages in southeastern Afghanistan called for jihad.[124]

Small mobile training camps were established along the border to train recruits in guerrilla warfare[image: External link].[125] Most were drawn from tribal area madrassas in Pakistan. Bases, a few with as many as 200 fighters, emerged in the tribal areas by the summer of 2003. Pakistani will to prevent infiltration was uncertain, while Pakistani military operations proved of little use.[126]

The Taliban gathered into groups of around 50 to launch attacks on isolated outposts, and then breaking up into groups of 5–10 to evade counterattacks. Coalition forces were attacked indirectly, through rocket attacks on bases and improvised explosive devices[image: External link].

To coordinate the strategy, Omar named a 10-man leadership council, with himself as its leader.[126] Five operational zones were assigned to Taliban commanders such as Dadullah, who took charge in Zabul province.[126] Al-Qaeda forces in the east had a bolder strategy of attacking Americans using elaborate ambushes. The first sign of the strategy came on 27 January 2003, during Operation Mongoose[image: External link], when a band of fighters were assaulted by U.S. forces at the Adi Ghar cave complex 25 km (15 mi) north of Spin Boldak.[127] 18 rebels were reported killed with no U.S. casualties. The site was suspected to be a base for supplies and fighters coming from Pakistan. The first isolated attacks by relatively large Taliban bands on Afghan targets also appeared around that time.

As the summer continued, Taliban attacks gradually increased in frequency. Dozens of Afghan government soldiers, NGO humanitarian workers[image: External link], and several U.S. soldiers died in the raids, ambushes and rocket attacks. Besides guerrilla attacks, Taliban fighters began building up forces in the district of Dai Chopan[image: External link] in Zabul Province[image: External link]. The Taliban decided to make a stand there. Over the course of the summer, up to 1,000 guerrillas moved there. Over 220 people, including several dozen Afghan police, were killed in August 2003. In late August 2005, Afghan government forces attacked, backed by U.S. troops with air support. After a one-week battle, Taliban forces were routed with up to 124 fighters killed.

On 11 August 2003, NATO assumed control of ISAF.[122] On 31 July 2006, ISAF assumed command of the south of the country, and by 5 October 2006, of the east.[128] Once this transition had taken place, ISAF grew to a large coalition involving up to 46 countries, under a U.S. commander.
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 2006: Southern Afghanistan




Main article: Coalition combat operations in Afghanistan in 2006[image: External link]


Further information: 2006 in Afghanistan[image: External link]


From January 2006, a multinational ISAF contingent started to replace U.S. troops in southern Afghanistan. The British 16th Air Assault Brigade[image: External link] (later reinforced by Royal Marines[image: External link]) formed the core of the force, along with troops and helicopters from Australia, Canada and the Netherlands. The initial force consisted of roughly 3,300 British,[129] 2,300 Canadian,[130] 1,963 Dutch, 300 Australian,[131] 290 Danish[132] and 150 Estonian[image: External link] troops.[133] Air support was provided by U.S., British, Dutch, Norwegian and French combat aircraft and helicopters.

In January 2006, NATO's focus in southern Afghanistan was to form Provincial Reconstruction Teams[image: External link] with the British leading in Helmand while the Netherlands and Canada would lead similar deployments in Orūzgān and Kandahar, respectively. Local Taliban figures pledged to resist.[134]

Southern Afghanistan faced in 2006 the deadliest violence since the Taliban's fall. NATO operations were led by British, Canadian and Dutch[image: External link] commanders. Operation Mountain Thrust was launched on 17 May 2006, with. In July, Canadian Forces, supported by U.S., British, Dutch and Danish[image: External link] forces, launched Operation Medusa[image: External link].

A combined force of Dutch[image: External link] and Australians[image: External link] launched a successful offensive[image: External link] between late April to mid July 2006 to push the Taliban out of the Chora and Baluchi areas.

On 18 September 2006 Italian special forces of Task Force 45 and airborne troopers of the 'Trieste' infantry regiment of the Rapid Reaction Corps composed of Italian and Spanish forces, took part in 'Wyconda Pincer' operation in the districts of Bala Buluk and Pusht-i-Rod, in Farah province. Italian forces killed at least 70 Taliban. The situation in RC-W then deteriorated. Hotspots included Badghis in the very north and Farah in the southwest.

Further NATO operations included the Battle of Panjwaii[image: External link], Operation Mountain Fury[image: External link] and Operation Falcon Summit[image: External link]. NATO achieved tactical victories and area denial, but the Taliban were not completely defeated. NATO operations continued into 2007.
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 2007: Coalition offensive




Main article: Coalition combat operations in Afghanistan in 2007[image: External link]


Further information: 2007 in Afghanistan[image: External link]


In January and February 2007, British Royal Marines mounted Operation Volcano[image: External link] to clear insurgents from firing-points in the village of Barikju, north of Kajaki[image: External link].[135] Other major operations during this period included Operation Achilles[image: External link] (March–May) and Operation Lastay Kulang[image: External link]. The UK Ministry of Defence announced its intention to bring British troop levels in the country up to 7,700 (committed until 2009).[136] Further operations, such as Operation Silver and Operation Silicon[image: External link], took place to keep up the pressure on the Taliban in the hope of blunting their expected spring offensive.[137][138]

In February 2007, Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan[image: External link] inactivated. Combined Joint Task Force 76[image: External link], a two-star U.S. command headquartered on Bagram Airfield, assumed responsibility as the National Command Element for U.S. forces in Afghanistan.[139] Combined Security Transition Command-Afghanistan, or CSTC-A, the other two-star U.S. command, was charged with training and mentoring the Afghan National Security Forces.

On 4 March 2007, U.S. Marines killed at least 12 civilians and injured 33 in Shinwar district, Nangrahar,[140] in a response to a bomb ambush. The event became known as the "Shinwar massacre[image: External link]".[141] The 120 member Marine unit responsible for the attack were ordered to leave the country by Army Major General Frank Kearney, because the incident damaged the unit's relations with the local Afghan population.[142]

Later in March 2007, the US added more than 3,500 troops.

On 12 May 2007, ISAF forces killed Mullah Dadullah. Eleven other Taliban fighters died in the same firefight.

During the summer, NATO forces achieved tactical victories at the Battle of Chora[image: External link] in Orūzgān, where Dutch and Australian[image: External link] ISAF forces were deployed.

On 16 August, eight civilians including a pregnant woman and a baby died when Polish soldiers shelled the village of Nangar Khel[image: External link], Paktika Province. Seven soldiers have been charged with war crimes[image: External link].

On 28 October about 80 Taliban fighters were killed in a 24-hour battle in Helmand[image: External link].[143]

Western officials and analysts estimated the strength of Taliban forces at about 10,000 fighters fielded at any given time. Of that number, only 2,000 to 3,000 were highly motivated, full-time insurgents. The rest were part-timers, made up of alienated, young Afghans, angered by bombing raids or responding to payment. In 2007, more foreign fighters came than ever before, according to officials. Approximately 100 to 300 full-time combatants are foreigners, usually from Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Chechnya, various Arab countries and perhaps even Turkey and western China. They were reportedly more fanatical and violent, often bringing superior video-production or bombmaking expertise.[144]

On 2 November security forces killed a top-ranking militant, Mawlawi Abdul Manan, after he was caught crossing the border. The Taliban confirmed his death.[145] On 10 November the Taliban ambushed a patrol in eastern Afghanistan. This attack brought the U.S. death toll for 2007 to 100, making it the Americans' deadliest year in Afghanistan.[146]

The Battle of Musa Qala[image: External link] took place in December. Afghan units were the principal fighting force, supported by British forces.[147] Taliban forces were forced out of the town.
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Main article: Coalition combat operations in Afghanistan in 2008[image: External link]


Further information: 2008 in Afghanistan[image: External link]


Admiral Mike Mullen[image: External link], Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link], said that while the situation in Afghanistan is "precarious and urgent", the 10,000 additional troops needed there would be unavailable "in any significant manner" unless withdrawals from Iraq are made. The priority was Iraq first, Afghanistan second.[148]

In the first five months of 2008, the number of U.S. troops in Afghanistan increased by over 80% with a surge of 21,643 more troops, bringing the total from 26,607 in January to 48,250 in June.[149] In September 2008, President Bush announced the withdrawal of over 8,000 from Iraq and a further increase of up to 4,500 in Afghanistan.[150]

In June 2008, British prime minister Gordon Brown announced the number of British troops serving in Afghanistan would increase to 8,030 – a rise of 230.[151] The same month, the UK lost its 100th serviceman.[152]

On 13 June, Taliban fighters demonstrated their ongoing strength, liberating all prisoners in Kandahar jail. The operation freed 1200 prisoners, 400 of whom were Taliban, causing a major embarrassment for NATO.[153]

On 13 July 2008, a coordinated Taliban attack was launched on a remote NATO base at Wanat[image: External link] in Kunar province[image: External link]. On 19 August, French troops suffered their worst losses in Afghanistan in an ambush[image: External link].[154] Later in the month, an airstrike[image: External link] targeted a Taliban commander in Herat province and killed 90 civilians.

Late August saw one of NATO's largest operations in Helmand, Operation Eagle's Summit[image: External link], aiming to bring electricity to the region.[155]

On 3 September, commandos[image: External link], believed to be U.S. Army Special Forces[image: External link], landed by helicopter and attacked three houses close to a known enemy stronghold in Pakistan. The attack killed between seven and twenty people. Local residents claimed that most of the dead were civilians. Pakistan condemned the attack, calling the incursion "a gross violation of Pakistan's territory".[156][157]

On 6 September, in an apparent reaction, Pakistan announced an indefinite disconnection of supply lines.[158]

On 11 September, militants killed two U.S. troops in the east. This brought the total number of U.S. losses to 113, more than in any prior year.[159] Several European countries set their own records, particularly the UK, who suffered 108 casualties.[31]
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 Taliban attacks on supply lines




In November and December 2008, multiple incidents of major theft, robbery, and arson attacks afflicted NATO supply convoys in Pakistan.[160][161][162] Transport companies south of Kabul were extorted for money by the Taliban.[162][163] These incidents included the hijacking of a NATO convoy carrying supplies in Peshawar,[161] the torching of cargo trucks and Humvees east of the Khyber pass[164] and a half-dozen raids on NATO supply depots near Peshawar that destroyed 300 cargo trucks and Humvees in December 2008.[165]
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 Issues with Pakistan




Main articles: Pakistan's role in the War on Terror[image: External link] and Pakistan–United States skirmishes[image: External link]


An unnamed senior Pentagon official told the BBC that at some point between 12 July and 12 September 2008, President Bush issued a classified order authorizing raids against militants in Pakistan. Pakistan said it would not allow foreign forces onto its territory and that it would vigorously protect its sovereignty.[166] In September, the Pakistan military stated that it had issued orders to "open fire" on U.S. soldiers who crossed the border in pursuit of militant forces.[167]

On 25 September 2008, Pakistani troops fired on ISAF helicopters. This caused confusion and anger in the Pentagon, which asked for a full explanation into the incident and denied that U.S. helicopters were in Pakistani airspace.

A further split occurred when U.S. troops apparently landed on Pakistani soil to carry out an operation against militants in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa[image: External link] Province. Pakistanis reacted angrily to the action, saying that 20 innocent villagers had been killed by US troops.[168] However, despite tensions, the U.S. increased the use of remotely piloted drone aircraft in Pakistan's border regions[image: External link], in particular the Federally Administered Tribal Regions (FATA) and Balochistan[image: External link]; as of early 2009, drone attacks were up 183% since 2006.[169]

By the end of 2008, the Taliban apparently had severed remaining ties with al-Qaeda.[170] According to senior U.S. military intelligence officials, perhaps fewer than 100 members of al-Qaeda remained in Afghanistan.[171]

In a meeting with General Stanley McChrystal[image: External link], Pakistani military officials urged international forces to remain on the Afghan side of the border and prevent militants from fleeing into Pakistan. Pakistan noted that it had deployed 140,000 soldiers on its side of the border to address militant activities, while the coalition had only 100,000 soldiers to police the Afghanistan side.[172]
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 2009: Southern Afghanistan




Further information: 2009 in Afghanistan[image: External link], List of military operations in the war in Afghanistan (2001–14) § 2009 operations[image: External link], and Khyber Border Coordination Center[image: External link]
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Main article: NATO logistics in the Afghan War § Northern Distribution Network[image: External link]


In response to the increased risk of sending supplies through Pakistan, work began on the establishment of a Northern Distribution Network (NDN) through Russia and Central Asian[image: External link] republics. Initial permission to move supplies through the region was given on 20 January 2009, after a visit to the region by General David Petraeus[image: External link].[173] The first shipment along the NDN route left on 20 February from Riga[image: External link], Latvia, then traveled 5,169 km (3,212 mi) to the Uzbek town of Termez[image: External link] on the Afghanistan border.[174] In addition to Riga, other European ports included Poti[image: External link], Georgia and Vladivostok[image: External link], Russia.[175] U.S. commanders hoped that 100 containers a day would be shipped along the NDN.[174] By comparison, 140 containers a day were typically shipped through the Khyber Pass.[176] By 2011, the NDN handled about 40% of Afghanistan-bound traffic, versus 30% through Pakistan.[175]

On 11 May 2009, Uzbekistan president Islam Karimov[image: External link] announced that the airport in Navoi[image: External link] (Uzbekistan) was being used to transport non-lethal cargo into Afghanistan. Due to the still unsettled relationship between Uzbekistan and the U.S. following the 2005 Andijon massacre[image: External link] and subsequent expulsion of U.S. forces from Karshi-Khanabad[image: External link] airbase, U.S. forces were not involved in the shipments. Instead, South Korea's Korean Air[image: External link], which overhauled Navoi's airport, officially handled logistics.[177]

Originally only non-lethal resources were allowed on the NDN. In July 2009, however, shortly before a visit by new President Barack Obama to Moscow, Russian authorities announced that U.S. troops and weapons could use the country's airspace to reach Afghanistan.[178]

Human rights advocates were (as of 2009) concerned that the U.S. was again working with the government of Uzbekistan, which is often accused of violating human rights.[179] U.S. officials promised increased cooperation with Uzbekistan, including further assistance to turn Navoi into a regional distribution center for both military and civilian ventures.[180][181]
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 2009 Increase in U.S. troops




In January 2009, about 3,000 U.S. soldiers from the 3rd Brigade Combat Team of the 10th Mountain Division[image: External link] moved into the provinces of Logar[image: External link] and Wardak[image: External link]. Afghan Federal Guards fought alongside them. The troops were the first wave of an expected surge of reinforcements originally ordered by President Bush and increased by President Obama.[182]

In mid-February 2009, it was announced that 17,000 additional troops would be deployed in two brigades[image: External link] and support troops; the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade[image: External link] of about 3,500 and the 5th Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division[image: External link], a Stryker Brigade[image: External link] with about 4,000.[183] ISAF commander General David McKiernan[image: External link] had called for as many as 30,000 additional troops, effectively doubling the number of troops.[184] On 23 September, a classified assessment by General McChrystal included his conclusion that a successful counterinsurgency[image: External link] strategy would require 500,000 troops and five years.[185]

In November 2009, Ambassador Karl W. Eikenberry[image: External link] sent two classified cables to Washington expressing concerns about sending more troops before the Afghan government demonstrates that it is willing to tackle the corruption and mismanagement that has fueled the Taliban's rise. Eikenberry, a retired three-star general who in 2006–2007 commanded U.S. troops in Afghanistan, also expressed frustration with the relative paucity of funds set aside for development and reconstruction.[186] In subsequent cables, Eikenberry repeatedly cautioned that deploying sizable American reinforcements would result in "astronomical costs" – tens of billions of dollars – and would only deepen the Afghan government's dependence on the United States.

On 26 November 2009, Karzai made a public plea for direct negotiations with the Taliban leadership. Karzai said there is an "urgent need" for negotiations and made it clear that the Obama administration had opposed such talks. There was no formal US response.[187][188]

On 1 December, Obama announced at the U.S. Military Academy[image: External link] in West Point that the U.S. would send 30,000 more troops.[189] Antiwar organizations in the U.S. responded quickly, and cities throughout the U.S. saw protests on 2 December.[190] Many protesters compared the decision to deploy more troops in Afghanistan to the expansion of the Vietnam War under the Johnson administration[image: External link].[191]
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 Kunduz airstrike




Main article: 2009 Kunduz airstrike[image: External link]


On 4 September, during the Kunduz Province Campaign[image: External link] a devastating NATO air raid[image: External link] was conducted 7 kilometres southwest of Kunduz where Taliban fighters had hijacked civilian supply trucks, killing up to 179 people, including over 100 civilians.[192]
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 Operation Khanjar and Operation Panther's Claw




Main articles: Operation Strike of the Sword[image: External link] and Operation Panther's Claw[image: External link]


On 25 June US officials announced the launch of Operation Khanjar ("strike of the sword").[193] About 4000 U.S. Marines from the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade[image: External link][194] and 650 Afghan soldiers[195] participated. Khanjar followed a British-led operation named Operation Panther's Claw[image: External link] in the same region.[196] Officials called it the Marines' largest operation since the 2004 invasion of Fallujah, Iraq[image: External link].[194] Operation Panther's Claw was aimed to secure various canal and river crossings to establish a long-term ISAF presence.[197]

Initially, Afghan and American soldiers moved into towns and villages along the Helmand River[194] to protect the civilian population. The main objective was to push into insurgent strongholds along the river. A secondary aim was to bring security to the Helmand Valley in time for presidential elections, set to take place on 20 August.
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 Taliban gains




According to a 22 December briefing by Major General Michael T. Flynn[image: External link], the top U.S. intelligence officer in Afghanistan, "The Taliban retains [the] required partnerships to sustain support, fuel legitimacy and bolster capacity."[198] The 23-page briefing states that "Security incidents [are] projected to be higher in 2010." Those incidents were already up by 300 percent since 2007 and by 60 percent since 2008, according to the briefing.[199] NATO intelligence at the time indicated that the Taliban had as many as 25,000 dedicated soldiers, almost as many as before 9/11 and more than in 2005.[200]

On 10 August McChrystal, newly appointed as U.S. commander in Afghanistan, said that the Taliban had gained the upper hand. In a continuation of the Taliban's usual strategy of summer offensives,[201] the militants aggressively spread their influence into north and west Afghanistan and stepped up their attack in an attempt to disrupt presidential polls.[202] Calling the Taliban a "very aggressive enemy", he added that the U.S. strategy was to stop their momentum and focus on protecting and safeguarding Afghan civilians, calling it "hard work".[203]

The Taliban's claim that the over 135 violent incidents disrupting elections was largely disputed. However, the media was asked to not report on any violent incidents.[204] Some estimates reported voter turn out as much less than the expected 70 percent. In southern Afghanistan where the Taliban held the most power, voter turnout was low and sporadic violence was directed at voters and security personnel. The chief observer of the European Union election mission, General Philippe Morillon[image: External link], said the election was "generally fair" but "not free".[205]

Western election observers had difficulty accessing southern regions, where at least 9 Afghan civilians and 14 security forces were killed in attacks intended to intimidate voters. The Taliban released a video days after the elections, filming on the road between Kabul and Kandahar, stopping vehicles and asking to see their fingers. The video went showed ten men who had voted, listening to a Taliban militant. The Taliban pardoned the voters because of Ramadan[image: External link].[206] The Taliban attacked towns with rockets and other indirect fire. Amid claims of widespread fraud, both top contenders, Hamid Karzai and Abdullah Abdullah[image: External link], claimed victory. Reports suggested that turnout was lower than in the prior election.[207]

After Karzai's alleged win of 54 per cent, which would prevent a runoff, over 400,000 Karzai votes had to be disallowed after accusations of fraud. Some nations criticized the elections as "free but not fair".[208]

In December, an attack on Forward Operating Base Chapman[image: External link], used by the CIA to gather information and to coordinate drone attacks[image: External link] against Taliban leaders, killed at least six CIA officers.
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 2010: American–British offensive and Afghan peace initiative




Main article: 2010 in Afghanistan[image: External link]


In public statements U.S. officials had previously praised Pakistan's military effort against militants during its offensive in South Waziristan in November 2009.[209] Karzai started peace talks with Haqqani network[image: External link] groups in March 2010,[210] and there were other peace initiatives[image: External link] including the Afghan Peace Jirga 2010[image: External link]. In July 2010, a U.S. Army report read: "It seems to always be this way when we go there [to meet civilians]. No one wants anything to do with us." A report on meeting up with school representatives mentioned students throwing rocks at soldiers and not welcoming their arrival, as had been reported on several occasions elsewhere.[211] President Zardari said that Pakistan had spent over 35 billion U.S. dollars during the previous eight years fighting against militancy.[212] According to the Afghan government, approximately 900 Taliban were killed in operations conducted during 2010.[213] Due to increased use of IEDs[image: External link] by insurgents the number of injured coalition soldiers, mainly Americans, significantly increased.[214] Beginning in May 2010 NATO special forces began to concentrate on operations to capture or kill specific Taliban leaders. As of March 2011, the U.S. military claimed that the effort had resulted in the capture or killing of more than 900 low- to mid-level Taliban commanders.[215][216] Overall, 2010 saw the most insurgent attacks of any year since the war began, peaking in September at more than 1,500. Insurgent operations increased "dramatically" in two-thirds of Afghan provinces.[217]
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 Troop surge




Deployment of additional U.S. troops continued in early 2010, with 9,000 of the planned 30,000 in place before the end of March and another 18,000 expected by June, with the 101st Airborne Division[image: External link] as the main source. U.S. troops in Afghanistan outnumbered those in Iraq for the first time since 2003.[218]

The CIA, following a request by General McChrystal, planned to increase teams of operatives, including elite SAD officers, with U.S. military special operations forces. This combination worked well in Iraq and was largely credited with the success of that surge.[219] The CIA also increased its campaign using Hellfire missile[image: External link] strikes on Al-Qaeda in Pakistan. The number of strikes in 2010, 115, more than doubled the 50 drone attacks that occurred in 2009.[220]

The surge in troops supported a sixfold increase in Special Forces operations.[221] 700 airstrikes occurred in September 2010 alone versus 257 in all of 2009. From July 2010 to October 2010, 300 Taliban commanders and 800-foot soldiers were killed.[222] Hundreds more insurgent leaders were killed or captured as 2010 ended.[221] Petraeus said, "We've got our teeth in the enemy's jugular now, and we're not going to let go."[223]

The CIA created Counter-terrorism Pursuit Teams (CTPT) staffed by Afghans at the war's beginning.[224][225] This force grew to over 3,000 by 2010 and was considered one of the "best Afghan fighting forces". Firebase Lilley was one of SAD's nerve centers.[225] These units were not only effective in operations against the Taliban and al-Qaeda forces in Afghanistan,[226] but have expanded their operations into Pakistan.[227] They were also important factors in both the "counterterrorism plus" and the full "counter-insurgency" options discussed by the Obama administration in the December 2010 review.[228]
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 WikiLeaks disclosure




Main article: Afghan War documents leak[image: External link]


On 25 July 2010, the release of 91,731 classified documents from the WikiLeaks[image: External link] organization was made public. The documents cover U.S. military incident and intelligence[image: External link] reports from January 2004 to December 2009.[229] Some of these documents included sanitised, and "covered up", accounts of civilian casualties caused by Coalition Forces[image: External link]. The reports included many references to other incidents involving civilian casualties like the Kunduz airstrike[image: External link] and Nangar Khel incident[image: External link].[230] The leaked documents also contain reports of Pakistan collusion with the Taliban. According to Der Spiegel, "the documents clearly show that the Pakistani intelligence agency Inter-Services Intelligence[image: External link] (usually known as the ISI) is the most important accomplice the Taliban has outside of Afghanistan."[231]
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 Pakistan and U.S. tensions




Main articles: Pakistan–United States skirmishes[image: External link] and Pakistan–United States relations[image: External link]


Tensions between Pakistan and the U.S. were heightened in late September after several Pakistan Frontier Corps soldiers were killed and wounded. The troops were attacked by a U.S. piloted aircraft that was pursuing Taliban forces near the Afghan-Pakistan border, but for unknown reasons opened fire on two Pakistan border posts. In retaliation for the strike, Pakistan closed the Torkham ground border crossing to NATO supply convoys for an unspecified period. This incident followed the release of a video allegedly showing uniformed Pakistan soldiers executing unarmed civilians.[232] After the Torkham border closing, Pakistani Taliban attacked NATO convoys, killing several drivers and destroying around 100 tankers.[233]
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 2011: U.S. and NATO drawdown




Further information: 2011 in Afghanistan[image: External link] and Withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan[image: External link]
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 Battle of Kandahar




Main article: Battle of Kandahar[image: External link]


The Battle of Kandahar was part of an offensive named after the Battle of Bad'r[image: External link] that took place on 13 March 624, between Medina[image: External link] and Mecca[image: External link]. The Battle followed a 30 April announcement that the Taliban would launch their Spring offensive.[234]

On 7 May the Taliban launched a major offensive on government buildings in Kandahar. The Taliban said their goal was to take control of the city. At least eight locations were attacked: the governor's compound, the mayor's office, the NDS[image: External link] headquarters, three police stations and two high schools.[235] The battle continued onto a second day. The BBC[image: External link]'s Bilal Sarwary called it "the worst attack in Kandahar province since the fall of the Taliban government in 2001[image: External link], and a embarrassment for the Western-backed Afghan government."[236]
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 Death of Osama bin Laden




Main article: Death of Osama bin Laden


On 2 May U.S. officials announced that al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden had been killed in Operation Neptune Spear, conducted by the CIA and U.S. Navy SEALs[image: External link], in Pakistan. Crowds gathered outside the White House chanting "USA, USA" after the news emerged.[237]
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 Withdrawal




On 22 June President Obama announced that 10,000 troops would be withdrawn by the end of 2011 and an additional 23,000 troops would return by the summer of 2012. After the withdrawal of 10,000 U.S. troops, only 80,000 remained.[238] In July 2011 Canada withdrew its combat troops, transitioning to a training role.

Following suit, other NATO countries announced troop reductions. The United Kingdom stated that it would gradually withdraw its troops, however it did not specify numbers or dates.[239] France announced that it would withdraw roughly 1,000 soldiers by the end of 2012, with 3,000 soldiers remaining. Hundreds would come back at the end of 2011 and in the beginning of 2012, when the Afghan National Army took control of Surobi district. The remaining troops would continue to operate in Kapisa. Their complete withdrawal was expected by the end of 2014 or earlier given adequate security.[240]

Belgium announced that half of their force would withdraw starting in January 2012.[241] Norway announced it had started a withdrawal of its near 500 troops and would be completely out by 2014.[242] Equally, the Spanish Prime Minister announced the withdrawal of troops beginning in 2012, including up to 40 percent by the end of the first half of 2013, and complete withdrawal by 2014.[243]
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 2011 U.S.–NATO attack in Pakistan




Main article: 2011 NATO attack in Pakistan[image: External link]


After Neptune Spear, ISAF forces accidentally attacked Pakistan's armed forces on 26 November, killing 24 Pakistani soldiers. Pakistan blocked NATO supply lines and ordered Americans to leave Shamsi Airfield[image: External link]. NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen[image: External link] said the attack was 'tragic' and 'unintended'. "This (regret) is not good enough. We strongly condemn the attacks and reserve the right to take action," said DG ISPR Major General[image: External link] Athar Abbas[image: External link]. "This could have serious consequences in the level and extent of our cooperation.[244]
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 2012: Strategic agreement




Main article: 2012 in Afghanistan[image: External link]


Taliban attacks continued at the same rate as they did in 2011, around 28,000 attacks.[245] In September 2012, the surge of American personnel that began in late 2009 ended.[246]
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 Reformation of the United Front (Northern Alliance)




In late 2011 the National Front of Afghanistan[image: External link] (NFA) was created by Ahmad Zia Massoud[image: External link], Abdul Rashid Dostum[image: External link] and Haji Mohammad Mohaqiq[image: External link] in what many analysts have described as a reformation of the military wing of the United Front[image: External link] (Northern Alliance) to oppose a return of the Taliban to power.[247] Meanwhile, much of the political wing reunited under the National Coalition of Afghanistan[image: External link] led by Abdullah Abdullah becoming the main democratic opposition movement in the Afghan parliament.[248][249] Former head of intelligence Amrullah Saleh[image: External link] has created a new movement, Basej-i Milli (Afghanistan Green Trend), with support among the youth mobilizing about 10,000 people in an anti-Taliban demonstration in Kabul in May 2011.[250][251][252]

In January 2012, the National Front of Afghanistan raised concerns about the possibility of a secret deal between the US, Pakistan and the Taliban during a widely publicized meeting in Berlin. U.S. Congressman Louie Gohmert[image: External link] wrote, "These leaders who fought with embedded Special Forces to initially defeat the Taliban represent over 60-percent of the Afghan people, yet are being entirely disregarded by the Obama and Karzai Administrations in negotiations."[253] After the meeting with US congressmen in Berlin the National Front signed a joint declaration stating among other things:


We firmly believe that any negotiation with the Taliban can only be acceptable, and therefore effective, if all parties to the conflict are involved in the process. The present form of discussions with the Taliban is flawed, as it excludes anti-Taliban Afghans. It must be recalled that the Taliban extremists and their Al-Qaeda supporters were defeated by Afghans resisting extremism with minimal human embedded support from the United States and International community. The present negotiations with the Taliban fail to take into account the risks, sacrifices and legitimate interests of the Afghans who ended the brutal oppression of all Afghans.[254]

— National Front Berlin Statement, January 2012
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 High-profile U.S. military incidents




Beginning in January 2012[image: External link], incidents involving US troops[255][256][257][258][259][260] occurred which were described by The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] as "a series of damaging incidents and disclosures involving US troops in Afghanistan […]".[255] These incidents created fractures in the partnership between Afghanistan and ISAF,[261] raised the question whether discipline within US troops was breaking down,[262] undermined "the image of foreign forces in a country where there is already deep resentment owing to civilian deaths and a perception among many Afghans that US troops lack respect for Afghan culture and people"[263] and strained the relations between Afghanistan and the United States[image: External link].[256][257] Besides an incident involving US troops who posed with body parts of dead insurgents[image: External link] and a video apparently showing a US helicopter crew singing "Bye-bye Miss American Pie" before blasting a group of Afghan men with a Hellfire missile[263][264][265] these "high-profile U.S. military incidents in Afghanistan"[259] also included the 2012 Afghanistan Quran burning protests[image: External link] and the Panjwai shooting spree[image: External link].
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 Enduring Strategic Partnership Agreement




Main article: U.S.-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership Agreement[image: External link]


On 2 May 2012, Presidents Karzai and Obama signed a strategic partnership agreement between the two countries, after the US president had arrived unannounced in Kabul on the first anniversary of Osama bin Laden's death.[266] The U.S.-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership Agreement[image: External link], officially entitled the "Enduring Strategic Partnership Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the United States of America",[267] provides the long-term framework for the two countries' relationship after the drawdown of U.S. forces.[268] The Strategic Partnership Agreement went into effect on 4 July 2012, according to Secretary of State[image: External link] Hillary Clinton[image: External link] on 8 July 2012 at the Tokyo Conference on Afghanistan.[269] On 7 July 2012, as part of the agreement, the U.S. designated Afghanistan a major non-NATO ally[image: External link] after Karzai and Clinton met in Kabul.[270] On 11 November 2012, as part of the agreement, the two countries launched negotiations for a bilateral security agreement.[271]
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 NATO Chicago Summit: Troops withdrawal and long-term presence




Further information: 2012 Chicago Summit[image: External link], 2011 NATO attack in Pakistan[image: External link], and Withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan[image: External link]


On 21 May 2012 the leaders of NATO-member countries endorsed an exit strategy during the NATO Summit.[51] ISAF Forces would transfer command of all combat missions to Afghan forces by the middle of 2013,[272] while shifting from combat to advising, training and assisting Afghan security forces.[273][274] Most of the 130,000 ISAF troops would depart by the end of December 2014.[272] A new NATO mission would then assume the support role.[273][275]
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 2013: Withdrawal
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 Karzai–Obama meeting




Karzai visited the U.S. in January 2012. At the time the U.S. Government stated its openness to withdrawing all of its troops by the end of 2014.[276] On 11 January 2012 Karzai and Obama agreed to transfer combat operations from NATO to Afghan forces by spring 2013 rather than summer 2013.[277][278] "What's going to happen this spring is that Afghans will be in the lead throughout the country", Obama said. "They [ISAF forces] will still be fighting alongside Afghan troops...We will be in a training, assisting, advising role." Obama added[278] He also stated the reason of the withdrawals that "We achieved our central goal, or have come very close...which is to de-capacitate al-Qaeda, to dismantle them, to make sure that they can't attack us again."[279]

Obama also stated that he would determine the pace of troop withdrawal after consultations with commanders.[280] He added that any U.S. mission beyond 2014 would focus solely on counterterrorism[image: External link] operations and training.[279][280] Obama insisted that a continuing presence must include an immunity agreement in which US troops are not subjected to Afghan law.[281] "I can go to the Afghan people and argue for immunity for U.S. troops in Afghanistan in a way that Afghan sovereignty will not be compromised, in a way that Afghan law will not be compromised," Karzai replied.[278]

Both leaders agreed that the United States would transfer Afghan prisoners and prisons to the Afghan government[278][282] and withdraw troops from Afghan villages in spring 2013.[282][283] "The international forces, the American forces, will be no longer present in the villages, that it will be the task of the Afghan forces to provide for the Afghan people in security and protection," the Afghan president said.[282]
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 Security transfer




On 18 June 2013 the transfer of security responsibilities was completed.[284][285][286][287] The last step was to transfer control of 95 remaining districts. Karzai said, "When people see security has been transferred to Afghans, they support the army and police more than before." NATO leader Rasmussen said that Afghan forces were completing a five-stage transition process that began in March 2011. "They are doing so with remarkable resolve," he said. "Ten years ago, there were no Afghan national security forces … now you have 350,000 Afghan troops and police."[284] ISAF remained slated to end its mission by the end of 2014.[287] Some 100,000 ISAF forces remained in the country.[285]
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 2014: Withdrawal continues and the insurgency increases




See also: NATO logistics in the Afghan War[image: External link]


After 2013, Afghanistan was shaken hard with suicide bombings by the Taliban. A clear example of this is a bombing of a Lebanese restaurant in the Wazir Akbar Khan area of Kabul on 18 February 2014. Among the dead in this attack was UN staff and the owner of a restaurant, who died protecting his business; 21 people altogether were killed. Meanwhile, the withdrawal continued, with 200 more US troops going home. The UK halved their force and were slowing withdrawal with all but two bases being closed down. On 20 March 2014, more than 4 weeks after a bomb in a military bus by the Taliban rocked the city once again, a raid on the Serena Hotel's restaurant[image: External link] in Kabul by the Taliban resulted in the deaths of 9 people, including the 4 perpetrators. The attack came just 8 days after Swedish radio journalist Nils Horner[image: External link] was shot dead by the Taliban.

However, as the US troops withdrew from Afghanistan, they were replaced by private security companies[image: External link] hired by the United States government and the United Nations. Many of these private security companies (also termed military contractors[image: External link]) consisted of ex US Army, US Marine, British, French and Italian defence personnel who had left the defence after a few years of active service. Their past relations with the defence helped establish their credentials, simultaneously allowing the US and British to continue to be involved in ground actions without the requirement to station their own forces. This included companies such as the Ohio-based military contracting company, Mission Essential Personal (MEP)[image: External link] set up by Sunil Ramchand, a former White House staffer and U.S. Navy veteran.[288]

Despite the crisis in Crimea, by March 2014 Russia had not tried to exert pressure on the U.S. via the Northern Distribution Network[image: External link] supply line.[289] On 9 June 2014 a coalition air strike mistakenly killed five U.S. troops, an Afghan National Army[image: External link] member and an interpreter in Zabul Province[image: External link].[290]

On 5 August 2014, a gunman in an Afghan military uniform opened fire on a number of U.S., foreign and Afghan soldiers, killing a U.S. general, Harold J. Greene[image: External link][291] and wounding about 15 officers and soldiers including a German brigadier general and a large number of U.S. soldiers at Camp Qargha[image: External link], a training base west of Kabul.[292]

Two longterm security pacts, the Bilaterial Security agreement between Afghanistan and the United States of America and the NATO Status of Forces Agreement between NATO and Afghanistan, were signed on September 30, 2014. Both pacts lay out the framework for the foreign troop involvement in Afghanistan after the year 2014.[image: External link][293]

After 13 years Britain and the United States officially ended their combat operation in Afghanistan on October 26, 2014. On that day Britain handed over its last base in Afghanistan, Camp Bastion[image: External link], while the United States handed over its last base, Camp Leatherneck[image: External link], to Afghan forces.[294]

As early as November 2012, the U.S. and NATO were considering the precise configuration of their post-2014 presence in Afghanistan.[295][296] On 27 May 2014, President Barack Obama announced that U.S. combat operations in Afghanistan would end in December 2014 (see Withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan[image: External link]). 9,800 troops were to remain, training Afghan security forces and supporting counterterrorism operations against remnants of al-Qaeda. This force would be halved by the end of 2015, and consolidated at Bagram Air Base and in Kabul. All U.S. forces, with the exception of a "normal embassy presence," would be removed from Afghanistan by the end of 2016.[297] In 2014, 56 United States service members, and 101 contractors, died in Afghanistan.[298]

On 28 December 2014 NATO officially ended combat operations in a ceremony held in Kabul.[62] Continued operations by United States forces within Afghanistan will continue under the name Operation Freedom's Sentinel[image: External link];[299] this was joined by a new NATO mission under the name of Operation Resolute Support[image: External link].[300] Operation Resolute Support, will involve 28 NATO nations, 14 partner nations, eleven thousand American troops, and eight hundred fifty German troops.[301]

The UK officially commemorated the end of its role in the Afghan war in a ceremony held in St Paul's cathedral on 13 March 2015. [302]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2015 and 2016: U.S. presence continues




See also: War in Afghanistan (2015–present)[image: External link]


Although there was a formal end to combat operations, partially because of improved relations between the United States and the Ghani[image: External link] presidency, American forces increased raids against Islamist militants and terrorists, justified by a broad interpretation of protecting American forces.[303] A joint raid by American and Afghan forces arrested six Taliban connected to the 2014 Peshawar school massacre[image: External link].[304]

American Secretary of Defense Ash Carter[image: External link] traveled to Afghanistan in February 2015,[305] during a time in which the slowing of American withdrawal from Afghanistan was discussed.[306] In the same month, the headquarters element of the 7th Infantry Division (United States)[image: External link] began to deploy to Afghanistan;[307] it was to be joined by the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division (United States)[image: External link], and by the 101st Combat Aviation Brigade[image: External link].[308]

In March 2015, it was announced that the United States would maintain almost ten thousand service members in Afghanistan until at least the end of 2015, a change from planned reductions.[309] In May 2015, Russia[image: External link] has closed a key military transport corridor[image: External link] (the Northern Distribution Network) which allowed NATO to deliver military supplies to Afghanistan through the Russian territory.[310]

On December 31, 2016, United States troops were withdrawn[image: External link] from Afghanistan, leaving behind 8,400 troops stationed at 4 garrisons (Kabul, Kandahar, Bagram, and Jalalabad).

In February 2017, U.S. president Donald Trump and Afghan president Ashraf Ghani[image: External link] spoke about the possibility of increasing U.S. and NATO troop numbers. General John Nicholson[image: External link], the commander of U.S. and international troops in Afghanistan, stated that he believed a few thousand more troops are needed to push back against the expanding Taliban.[64]
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 Impact on Afghan society
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 Civilian casualties




Main article: Civilian casualties in the war in Afghanistan (2001–14)[image: External link]


War casualty estimates vary. According to a UN report, the Taliban were responsible for 76% of civilian casualties in Afghanistan in 2009.[311] A UN report in June 2011 stated that 2,777 civilians were known to have been killed in 2010, (insurgents responsible for 75%).[312] A July 2011 UN report said "1,462 non-combatants died" in the first six months of 2011 (insurgents 80%).[313] In 2011 a record 3,021 civilians were killed, the fifth successive annual rise.[314] According to a UN report, in 2013 there were 2,959 civilian deaths with 74% being blamed on anti-government forces, 8% on Afghan security forces, 3% on ISAF forces, 10% to ground engagements between anti-Government forces and pro-Government forces and 5% of the deaths were unattributed.[315] 60% of Afghans have direct personal experience and most others report suffering a range of hardships. 96% have been affected either personally or from the wider consequences.[316]

A report titled Body Count put together by Physicians for Social Responsibility[image: External link], Physicians for Global Survival[image: External link] and the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link]-winning International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War[image: External link] (IPPNW) concluded that 106,000–170,000 civilians have been killed as a result of the fighting in Afghanistan at the hands of all parties to the conflict.[317]

According to the Watson Institute for International Studies[image: External link] Costs of War Project, 21,000 civilians have been killed as a result of the war.[318]
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 Health




According to Nicholas Kristoff[image: External link], improved healthcare resulting from the war has saved hundreds of thousands of lives.[319]
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 Refugees




Since 2001, more than 5.7 million former refugees have returned to Afghanistan,[320][321][322] but 2.2 million others remained refugees in 2013.[323] In January 2013 the UN estimated that 547,550 were internally displaced persons[image: External link], a 25% increase over the 447,547 IDPs estimated for January 2012[322][323][324]
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 Drug trade




Main article: Opium production in Afghanistan[image: External link]


From 1996 to 1999, the Taliban controlled 96% of Afghanistan's poppy[image: External link] fields and made opium[image: External link] its largest source of revenue. Taxes on opium exports became one of the mainstays of Taliban income. According to Rashid, "drug money funded the weapons, ammunition and fuel for the war." In The New York Times, the Finance Minister of the United Front, Wahidullah Sabawoon, declared the Taliban had no annual budget but that they "appeared to spend US$300 million a year, nearly all of it on war". He added that the Taliban had come to increasingly rely on three sources of money: "poppy, the Pakistanis and bin Laden".[325]

By 2000 Afghanistan accounted for an estimated 75% of the world's opium supply and in 2000 produced an estimated 3276 tonnes from 82,171 hectares (203,050 acres).[326] Omar then banned opium cultivation and production dropped to an estimated 74 metric tonnes from 1,685 hectares (4,160 acres).[327] Some observers say the ban – which came in a bid for international recognition[image: External link] at the United Nations – was issued only to raise opium prices and increase profit from the sale of large existing stockpiles. 1999 had yielded a record crop and had been followed by a lower but still large 2000 harvest. The trafficking of accumulated stocks continued in 2000 and 2001. In 2002, the UN mentioned the "existence of significant stocks of opiated accumulated during previous years of bumper harvests". In September 2001 – before 11 September attacks against the U.S. – the Taliban allegedly authorized Afghan peasants to sow opium again.[325]

Soon after the invasion opium production increased markedly.[328] By 2005, Afghanistan was producing 90% of the world's opium, most of which was processed into heroin[image: External link] and sold in Europe and Russia.[329] In 2009, the BBC reported that "UN findings say an opium market worth $65bn (£39bn) funds global terrorism, caters to 15 million addicts, and kills 100,000 people every year".[330]
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 Public education




As of 2013, 8.2 million Afghans attended school, including 3.2 million girls, up from 1.2 million in 2001, including fewer than 50,000 girls.[331][332]
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 War crimes




Further information: List of war crimes § Civil war in Afghanistan 1978–present[image: External link]


War crimes[image: External link] (a serious violation of the laws and customs of war[image: External link] giving rise to individual criminal responsibility)[333] have been committed by both sides including civilian massacres, bombings of civilian targets, terrorism[image: External link], use of torture[image: External link] and the murder[image: External link] of prisoners of war[image: External link]. Additional common crimes include theft[image: External link], arson[image: External link], and the destruction of property not warranted by military necessity[image: External link].
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 Taliban




In 2011 The New York Times reported that the Taliban was responsible for  3⁄4 of all civilian deaths in the war in Afghanistan.[334][335] In 2013 the UN stated that the Taliban had been placing bombs along transit routes.[336]

In 2015, Amnesty International reported that the Taliban committed mass murder and gang rape of Afghan civilians in Kunduz.[337] Taliban fighters killed and raped female relatives of police commanders and soldiers as well as midwives.[337] One female human rights activist described the situation in the following manner:[337]


When the Taliban asserted their control over Kunduz, they claimed to be bringing law and order and Shari’a to the city. But everything they’ve done has violated both. I don’t know who can rescue us from this situation.
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 Northern Alliance




In December 2001 the Dasht-i-Leili massacre[image: External link] took place, where between 250 and 3,000 Taliban fighters who had surrendered, were shot and/or suffocated to death in metal truck containers during transportation by Northern Alliance forces. Reports place U.S. ground troops at the scene.[338][339][340] The Irish documentary Afghan Massacre: The Convoy of Death[image: External link] investigated these allegations and claimed that mass graves[image: External link] of thousands of victims were found by UN investigators[341] and that the US blocked investigations into the incident.[342]
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 Coalition




On 21 June 2003, David Passaro[image: External link], a CIA[image: External link] contractor and former United States Army Ranger[image: External link], killed Abdul Wali, a prisoner at a U.S. base 16 km (10 mi) south of Asadabad[image: External link], in Kunar Province[image: External link]. Passaro was found guilty of one count of felony assault with a dangerous weapon and three counts of misdemeanor assault. On 10 August 2009, he was sentenced to 8 years and 4 months in prison.[343][344]

In 2002, two unarmed civilian[image: External link] Afghan[image: External link] prisoners were tortured and later killed by U.S. armed forces[image: External link] personnel at the Bagram Theater Internment Facility[image: External link] (also Bagram Collection Point or B.C.P.) in Bagram[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link].[345] The prisoners, Habibullah[image: External link] and Dilawar[image: External link], were chained to the ceiling and beaten, which caused their deaths[image: External link].[346] Military coroners[image: External link] ruled that both the prisoners' deaths were homicides.[347] Autopsies[image: External link] revealed severe trauma to both prisoners' legs, describing the trauma as comparable to being run over by a bus. Fifteen soldiers were charged.

During the summer of 2010, ISAF charged five United States Army soldiers with the murder of three Afghan civilians in Kandahar province and collecting their body parts as trophies in what came to be known as the Maywand District murders[image: External link]. In addition, seven soldiers were charged with crimes such as hashish[image: External link] use, impeding an investigation and attacking the whistleblower, Specialist[image: External link] Justin Stoner.[348][349][350] Eleven of the twelve soldiers were convicted on various counts.[351]

A British Royal Marine Sergeant, identified as Sergeant Alexander Blackman[image: External link] from Taunton, Somerset,[352] was convicted at court martial in Wiltshire[image: External link] of having murdered an unarmed, reportedly wounded Afghan fighter in Helmand Province[image: External link] in September 2011.[353] In 2013, he received a life sentence from the court martial in Bulford, Wiltshire, and was dismissed with disgrace[image: External link] from the Royal Marines.[354][355]

On 11 March 2012, the Kandahar massacre[image: External link] occurred when sixteen civilians were killed and six wounded in the Panjwayi District[image: External link] of Kandahar Province[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link].[356][357] Nine of the victims were children,[357] and eleven of the dead were from the same family.[358] United States Army[image: External link] Staff Sergeant[image: External link] Robert Bales[image: External link] was taken into custody and charged with sixteen counts of premeditated murder[image: External link]. After pleading guilty to sixteen counts of premeditated murder, Bales was sentenced to life in prison without parole and dishonourably discharged from the United States Army.[359]
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 Costs




The cost of the war reportedly was a major factor as U.S. officials considered drawing down troops in 2011.[360] A March 2011 Congressional Research Service report noted, 1) following the Afghanistan surge announcement in 2009, Defense Department spending on Afghanistan increased by 50%, going from $4.4 billion to $6.7 billion a month. During that time, troop strength increased from 44,000 to 84,000, and was expected to be at 102,000 for fiscal year 2011; 2) The total cost from inception to the fiscal year 2011 was expected to be $468 billion.[361] The estimate for the cost of deploying one U.S. soldier in Afghanistan is over US$1 million a year.[362] According to "Investment in Blood", a book by Frank Ledwidge, summations for the UK contribution to the war in Afghanistan came to £37bn ($56.46 billion).[363]
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 Stability problems




In a 2008 interview, the then-head U.S. Central Command[image: External link] General David H. Petraeus[image: External link], insisted that the Taliban were gaining strength. He cited a recent increase in attacks in Afghanistan and in neighboring Pakistan. Petraeus insisted that the problems in Afghanistan were more complicated than the ones he had faced in Iraq during his tour and required removing widespread sanctuaries and strongholds.[364]

Observers have argued that the mission in Afghanistan is hampered by a lack of agreement on objectives, a lack of resources, lack of coordination, too much focus on the central government at the expense of local and provincial governments, and too much focus on the country instead of the region.[365]

In 2009, Afghanistan moved three places in Transparency International[image: External link]'s annual index of corruption, becoming the world's second most-corrupt country just ahead of Somalia.[366] In the same month, Malalai Joya[image: External link], a former member of the Afghan Parliament[image: External link] and the author of "Raising My Voice", expressed opposition to an expansion of the U.S. military presence and her concerns about the future. "Eight years ago, the U.S. and NATO – under the banner of women's rights, human rights, and democracy – occupied my country and pushed us from the frying pan into the fire. Eight years is enough to know better about the corrupt, mafia system of President[image: External link] Hamid Karzai. My people are crushed between two powerful enemies. From the sky, occupation forces bomb and kill civilians … and on the ground, the Taliban and warlords[image: External link] continue their crimes. It is better that they leave my country; my people are that fed up. Occupation will never bring liberation, and it is impossible to bring democracy by war."[367]

Pakistan plays a central role in the conflict. A 2010 report published by the London School of Economics[image: External link] says that Pakistan's ISI[image: External link] has an "official policy" of support to the Taliban.[368] "Pakistan appears to be playing a double-game of astonishing magnitude," the report states.[368] Amrullah Saleh[image: External link], former director of Afghanistan's intelligence service, stated, "We talk about all these proxies [Taliban, Haqqanis] but not the master of proxies, which is the Pakistan army. The question is what does Pakistan's army want to achieve …? They want to gain influence in the region"[369] About the presence of foreign troops in Afghanistan he stated: "[T]hey fight for the U.S. national interest but … without them we will face massacre and disaster and God knows what type of a future Afghanistan will have."[369][370]
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 Afghan security forces




Further information: Afghan National Army § Current status[image: External link]
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U.S. policy called for boosting the Afghan National Army[image: External link] to 134,000 soldiers by October 2010. By May 2010 the Afghan Army had accomplished this interim goal and was on track to reach its ultimate number of 171,000 by 2011.[371] This increase in Afghan troops allowed the U.S. to begin withdrawing its forces in July 2011.[372][373]

In 2010, the Afghan National Army had limited fighting capacity.[374] Even the best Afghan units lacked training, discipline and adequate reinforcements. In one new unit in Baghlan Province[image: External link], soldiers had been found cowering in ditches rather than fighting.[375] Some were suspected of collaborating with the Taliban.[374] "They don't have the basics, so they lay down," said Capt. Michael Bell, who was one of a team of U.S. and Hungarian mentors tasked with training Afghan soldiers. "I ran around for an hour trying to get them to shoot, getting fired on. I couldn't get them to shoot their weapons."[374] In addition, 9 out of 10 soldiers in the Afghan National Army were illiterate.[376]

The Afghan Army was plagued by inefficiency and endemic corruption.[377] U.S. training efforts were drastically slowed by the problems.[378] U.S. trainers reported missing vehicles, weapons and other military equipment, and outright theft of fuel.[374] Death threats were leveled against U.S. officers who tried to stop Afghan soldiers from stealing. Afghan soldiers often snipped the command wires of IEDs instead of marking them and waiting for U.S. forces to come to detonate them. This allowed insurgents to return and reconnect them.[374] U.S. trainers frequently removed the cell phones of Afghan soldiers hours before a mission for fear that the operation would be compromised.[379] American trainers often spent large amounts of time verifying that Afghan rosters were accurate – that they are not padded with "ghosts" being "paid" by Afghan commanders who stole the wages.[380]

Desertion[image: External link] was a significant problem. One in every four combat soldiers quit the Afghan Army during the 12-month period ending in September 2009, according to data from the U.S. Defense Department and the Inspector General for Reconstruction in Afghanistan.[381]
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The Afghan National Police[image: External link] provides support to the Afghan army. Police officers in Afghanistan are also largely illiterate. Approximately 17 percent of them tested positive for illegal drugs in 2010. They were widely accused of demanding bribes.[382] Attempts to build a credible Afghan police force were faltering badly, according to NATO officials.[383] A quarter of the officers quit every year, making the Afghan government's goals of substantially building up the police force even harder to achieve.[383]
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Beginning in 2011, insurgent forces in Afghanistan began using a tactic of insider attacks on ISAF and Afghan military forces. In the attacks, Taliban personnel or sympathizers belonging to, or pretending to belong to, the Afghan military or police forces attack ISAF personnel, often within the security of ISAF military bases and Afghan government facilities. In 2011, for example, 21 insider attacks killed 35 coalition personnel. Forty-six insider attacks killed 63 and wounded 85 coalition troops, mostly American, in the first 11 months of 2012.[384] The attacks continued but began diminishing towards the planned 31 December 2014 ending of combat operations in Afghanistan by ISAF. However, on 5 August 2014, a gunman in an Afghan military uniform opened fire on a number of international military personnel, killing a U.S. general and wounding about 15 officers and soldiers, including a German brigadier general and 8 U.S. troops, at a training base west of Kabul.[292]
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In November 2001, the CNN reported widespread relief amongst Kabul’s residents after the Taliban fled the city, with young men shaving off their beards and women taking off their burqas.[385] Later that month the BBC's longtime Kabul correspondent Kate Clark reported that "almost all women in Kabul are still choosing to veil" but that many felt hopeful that the ousting of the Taliban would improve their safety and access to food.[386] [A 1]

A 2006 WPO opinion poll found that the majority of Afghans endorsed America's military presence, with 83% of Afghans stating that they had a favourable view of the US military forces in their country. Only 17% gave an unfavourable view.[387] The majority of Afghans, among all ethnic groups including Pashtuns, stated that the overthrowing of the Taliban was a good thing. 82% of Afghans as a whole and 71% of those living in the war zone held this anti-Taliban view.[388] The Afghan population gave the USA one of its most favourable ratings in the world. A solid majority (81%) of Afghans stated that they held a favourable view of the USA.[389] However, the majority of Afghans (especially those in the war zone) held negative views on Pakistan[image: External link] and most Afghans also stated that they believe that the Pakistani government was allowing the Taliban to operate from its soil.[390]

Polls of Afghans displayed strong opposition to the Taliban and significant support of the U.S. military presence. However the idea of permanent U.S. military bases was not popular in 2005.[391]

According to a May 2009 BBC[image: External link] poll, 69% of Afghans surveyed thought it was at least mostly good that the U.S. military came in to remove the Taliban – a decrease from 87% of Afghans surveyed in 2005. 24% thought it was mostly or very bad – up from 9% in 2005. The poll indicated that 63% of Afghans were at least somewhat supportive of a U.S. military presence in the country – down from 78% in 2005. Just 18% supported increasing the U.S. military's presence, while 44% favored reducing it. 90% of Afghans surveyed opposed the Taliban, including 70% who were strongly opposed. By an 82%–4% margin, people said they preferred the current government to Taliban rule.[392]

In a June 2009 Gallup[image: External link] survey, about half of Afghan respondents felt that additional U.S. forces would help stabilize the security situation in the southern provinces. But opinions varied widely; residents in the troubled South were mostly mixed or uncertain, while those in the West largely disagreed that more U.S. troops would help the situation.[393]

In December 2009, many Afghan tribal heads and local leaders from the south and east called for U.S. troop withdrawals. "I don't think we will be able to solve our problems with military force," said Muhammad Qasim[image: External link], a Kandahar tribal elder. "We can solve them by providing jobs and development and by using local leaders to negotiate with the Taliban."[394] "If new troops come and are stationed in civilian areas, when they draw Taliban attacks civilians will end up being killed," said Gulbadshah Majidi, a lawmaker and close associate of Mr. Karzai. "This will only increase the distance between Afghans and their government."[395]

In late January 2010, Afghan protesters took to the streets for three straight days and blocked traffic on a highway that links Kabul and Kandahar. The Afghans were demonstrating in response to the deaths of four men in a NATO-Afghan raid in the village of Ghazni[image: External link]. Ghazni residents insisted that the dead were civilians.[396]

A 2015 survey by Langer Research Associates found that 77% of Afghans support the presence of U.S. forces; 67% also support the presence of NATO[image: External link] forces. Despite the problems in the country, 80% of Afghans still held the view that it was a good thing for the United States to overthrow the Taliban in 2001. More Afghans blame the Taliban or al-Qaeda for the country’s violence (53%) than those who blame the USA (12%).[397]



	
^ Reporting in Kabul had been severely limited first by the Taliban's ban on nearly all foreign news organizations and subsequently by US bombing which destroyed Al Jazeera's Kabul headquarters and damaged the BBC's and Associated Press' offices; no journalists died as a result of the US bombing. https://cpj.org/2002/03/attacks-on-the-press-2001-afghanistan.php[image: External link]
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Main article: International public opinion on the war in Afghanistan[image: External link]
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When the invasion began in October 2001, polls indicated that about 88% of Americans and about 65% of Britons backed military action.[399]

A large-scale 37-nation poll of world opinion carried out by Gallup[image: External link] International in late September 2001 found that large majorities in most countries favored a legal response, in the form of extradition and trial, over a military response to 9/11: only three countries out of the 37 surveyed – the U.S., Israel and India – did majorities favor military action. In the other 34 countries surveyed, the poll found many clear majorities that favored extradition and trial instead of military action: in the United Kingdom (75%), France (67%), Switzerland (87%), Czech Republic (64%), Lithuania (83%), Panama (80%) and Mexico (94%).[400][401]

An Ipsos-Reid[image: External link] poll conducted between November and December 2001 showed that majorities in Canada (66%), France (60%), Germany (60%), Italy (58%), and the UK (65%) approved of US airstrikes while majorities in Argentina (77%), China (52%), South Korea (50%), Spain (52%), and Turkey (70%) opposed them.[402]
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 Development of public opinion




See also: International public opinion on the war in Afghanistan[image: External link]


In a 47-nation June 2007 survey of global public opinion, the Pew Global Attitudes Project found international opposition to the war. Out of the 47 countries surveyed, 4 had a majority that favoured keeping foreign troops: the U.S. (50%), Israel (59%), Ghana (50%), and Kenya (60%). In 41, pluralities[image: External link] wanted NATO troops out as soon as possible.[403] In 32 out of 47, clear majorities wanted war over as soon as possible. Majorities in 7 out of 12 NATO member countries said troops should be withdrawn as soon as possible.[403][404]

A 24-nation Pew Global Attitudes survey in June 2008 similarly found that majorities or pluralities in 21 of 24 countries want the U.S. and NATO to remove their troops from Afghanistan as soon as possible. Only in three out of the 24 countries – the U.S. (50%), Australia (60%), and Britain (48%) – did public opinion lean more toward keeping troops there until the situation has stabilized.[405][406]

Following that June 2008 global survey, however, public opinion in Australia and Britain diverged from that in the U.S. A majority of Australians and Britons now want their troops home. A September 2008 poll found that 56% of Australians opposed continuation of their country's military involvement.[407][408][409] A November 2008 poll found that 68% of Britons wanted their troops withdrawn within the next 12 months.[410][411][412]

In the U.S., a September 2008 Pew survey found that 61% of Americans wanted U.S. troops to stay until the situation has stabilized, while 33% wanted them removed as soon as possible.[413] Public opinion was divided over Afghan troop requests: a majority of Americans continued to see a rationale for the use of military force in Afghanistan.[414] A slight plurality of Americans favored troop increases, with 42%–47% favoring some troop increases, 39%–44% wanting reduction, and 7–9% wanting no changes. Just 29% of Democrats[image: External link] favored troop increases while 57% wanted to begin reducing troops. Only 36% of Americans approved of Obama's handling of Afghanistan, including 19% of Republicans[image: External link], 31% of independents[image: External link], and 54% of Democrats.[415]

In a December 2009 Pew Research Center poll, only 32 percent of Americans favored increasing U.S. troops in Afghanistan, while 40 percent favored decreasing them. Almost half of Americans, 49 percent, believed that the U.S. should "mind its own business" internationally and let other countries get along the best they can. That figure was an increase from 30 percent who said that in December 2002.[416]

An April 2011 Pew Research Center poll showed little change in American views, with about 50% saying that the effort was going very well or fairly well and only 44% supporting NATO troop presence in Afghanistan.[417]
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Further information: Opposition to the war in Afghanistan (2001–14)[image: External link] and Protests against the war in Afghanistan (2001–14)[image: External link]


The war has been the subject of large protests around the world[image: External link] starting with the large-scale demonstrations in the days leading up to the invasion and every year since. Many protesters consider the bombing and invasion of Afghanistan to be unjustified aggression.[418][419] The deaths of Afghan civilians[image: External link] caused directly and indirectly by the U.S. and NATO bombing campaigns is a major underlying focus of the protests.[420] In January 2009, Brave New Foundation launched Rethink Afghanistan[image: External link], a national campaign for non-violent solutions in Afghanistan built around a documentary film by director and political activist Robert Greenwald[image: External link].[421] Dozens of organizations planned (and eventually held) a national march for peace in Washington, D.C. on 20 March 2010.[422][423]
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Main article: Human rights in Afghanistan[image: External link]


Multiple accounts document human rights violations in Afghanistan.[424]
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According to a report by the United Nations, the Taliban were responsible for 76% of civilian casualties in Afghanistan in 2009.[311] The Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIGRC) called the Taliban's terrorism against the Afghan civilian population a war crime.[55] According to Amnesty International, the Taliban commit war crimes by targeting civilians, including killing teachers, abducting aid workers and burning school buildings. Amnesty International said that up to 756 civilians were killed in 2006 by bombs, mostly on roads or carried by suicide attackers belonging to the Taliban.[425]

NATO has alleged that the Taliban have used civilians as human shields[image: External link]. As an example, NATO pointed to the victims of NATO air strikes in Farah province in May 2009, during which the Afghan government claims up to 150 civilians were killed. NATO stated it had evidence the Taliban forced civilians into buildings likely to be targeted by NATO aircraft involved in the battle. A spokesman for the ISAF commander said: "This was a deliberate plan by the Taliban to create a civilian casualty crisis. These were not human shields; these were human sacrifices. We have intelligence that points to this."[426] according to the U.S. State Department, the Taliban committed human rights violations against women in Afghanistan.[427]
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White phosphorus[image: External link] has been condemned by human rights organizations as cruel and inhumane because it causes severe burns. White phosphorus burns on the bodies of civilians wounded in clashes near Bagram[image: External link] were confirmed. The U.S. claims at least 44 instances in which militants have used white phosphorus in weapons or attacks.[428] In May 2009, the U.S. confirmed that Western military forces in Afghanistan use white phosphorus to illuminate targets or as an incendiary to destroy bunkers and enemy equipment.[429][430] US forces used white phosphorus to screen a retreat in the Battle of Ganjgal[image: External link] when regular smoke munitions were not available.[431]
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 Environmental legacy




Since 1979 landmines, shells, bombs, and other unexploded ordnance have been left behind. In 2015 the NATO's International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) was replaced by the US-led "Resolute Support" The director of the Mine Action Coordination Centre for Afghanistan (MACCA). ISAF stressed it had never used landmines.
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2003 invasion of Iraq
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"Invasion of Iraq" redirects here. For events after 1 May 2003, see Iraq War. For the Mongol[image: External link] Invasion of Iraq, see Siege of Baghdad (1258)[image: External link]. For the British Invasion of Iraq during World War II, see Anglo-Iraqi War[image: External link]. For other invasions of Iraq throughout history, see Military history of Iraq[image: External link].

The 2003 invasion of Iraq lasted from 20 March to 1 May 2003 and signalled the start of the Iraq War, which was dubbed Operation Iraqi Freedom by the United States (prior to 19 March, the mission in Iraq was called Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link], a carryover from the War in Afghanistan).[22] The invasion consisted of 21 days of major combat operations, in which a combined force of troops from the United States[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link], Australia[image: External link] and Poland[image: External link] invaded Iraq and deposed the Ba'athist[image: External link] government[image: External link] of Saddam Hussein. The invasion phase consisted primarily of a conventionally fought war which included the capture of the Iraqi capital of Baghdad by American forces with the implicit assistance of the United Kingdom[image: External link] alongside Australia[image: External link] and Poland[image: External link].

160,000 troops were sent by the Coalition into Iraq, during the initial invasion phase, which lasted from 19 March to 9 April 2003. About 130,000 were sent from the USA alone, with about 28,000 British soldiers, Australia (2,000), and Poland (194). 36 other countries were involved in its aftermath. In preparation for the invasion, 100,000 U.S. troops were assembled in Kuwait[image: External link] by 18 February.[23] The coalition forces also received support from Kurdish irregulars[image: External link] in Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link].

According to U.S. President George W. Bush and UK Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link], the coalition mission was "to disarm Iraq of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link], to end Saddam Hussein's support for terrorism, and to free the Iraqi people."[24] Others place a much greater emphasis on the impact of the September 11 attacks[image: External link], and the role this played in changing U.S. strategic calculations, and the rise of the freedom agenda.[25][26] According to Blair, the trigger was Iraq's failure to take a "final opportunity" to disarm itself of alleged nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons that U.S. and British officials called an immediate and intolerable threat to world peace.[27]

In a January 2003 CBS poll, 64% of Americans had approved of military action against Iraq; however, 63% wanted Bush to find a diplomatic solution rather than go to war, and 62% believed the threat of terrorism directed against the U.S. would increase due to war.[28] The invasion of Iraq was strongly opposed by some long-standing U.S. allies, including the governments of France, Germany, and New Zealand.[29][30][31] Their leaders argued that there was no evidence of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq and that invading the country was not justified in the context of UNMOVIC[image: External link]'s 12 February 2003 report. On 15 February 2003, a month before the invasion, there were worldwide protests against the Iraq War[image: External link], including a rally of three million people in Rome, which is listed in the Guinness Book of Records[image: External link] as the largest ever anti-war[image: External link] rally.[32] According to the French academic Dominique Reynié[image: External link], between 3 January and 12 April 2003, 36 million people across the globe took part in almost 3,000 protests against the Iraq war.[33]

The invasion was preceded by an airstrike[image: External link] on the Presidential Palace in Baghdad on 20 March 2003. The following day, coalition forces launched an incursion into Basra Province[image: External link] from their massing point close to the Iraqi-Kuwaiti border. While the special forces launched an amphibious assault from the Persian Gulf[image: External link] to secure Basra[image: External link] and the surrounding petroleum fields, the main invasion army moved into southern Iraq, occupying the region and engaging in the Battle of Nasiriyah[image: External link] on 23 March. Massive air strikes across the country and against Iraqi command and control threw the defending army into chaos and prevented an effective resistance. On 26 March, the 173rd Airborne Brigade[image: External link] was airdropped[image: External link] near the northern city of Kirkuk[image: External link], where they joined forces with Kurdish rebels and fought several actions against the Iraqi Army[image: External link] to secure the northern part of the country.

The main body of coalition forces continued their drive into the heart of Iraq and met with little resistance. Most of the Iraqi military was quickly defeated and Baghdad was occupied on 9 April. Other operations occurred against pockets of the Iraqi army, including the capture and occupation of Kirkuk on 10 April, and the attack and capture of Tikrit[image: External link] on 15 April. Iraqi president[image: External link] Saddam Hussein and the central leadership went into hiding as the coalition forces completed the occupation of the country. On 1 May, an end of major combat operations was declared, ending the invasion period and beginning the military occupation[image: External link] period.
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 Prelude to the invasion




Hostilities of the 1991 Gulf War were suspended on 28 February 1991, with a cease-fire negotiated between the UN Coalition and Iraq.[34] The U.S. and its allies tried to keep Saddam in check with military actions such as Operation Southern Watch[image: External link], which was conducted by Joint Task Force Southwest Asia (JTF-SWA) with the mission of monitoring and controlling airspace south of the 32nd Parallel[image: External link] (extended to the 33rd Parallel[image: External link] in 1996) as well as using economic sanctions. It was revealed that a biological weapons[image: External link] (BW) program in Iraq had begun in the early 1980s with help from the U.S. and Europe in violation of the Biological Weapons Convention[image: External link] (BWC) of 1972. Details of the BW program—along with a chemical weapons program—surfaced in the wake of the Gulf War (1990–91) following investigations conducted by the United Nations Special Commission[image: External link] (UNSCOM) which had been charged with the post-war disarmament of Saddam's Iraq. The investigation concluded that there was no evidence the program had continued after the war. The U.S. and its allies then maintained a policy of " containment[image: External link]" towards Iraq. This policy involved numerous economic sanctions[image: External link] by the UN Security Council[image: External link]; the enforcement of Iraqi no-fly zones[image: External link] declared by the U.S. and the UK to protect the Kurds in Iraqi Kurdistan and Shias[image: External link] in the south from aerial attacks by the Iraqi government; and ongoing inspections. Iraqi military helicopters and planes regularly contested the no-fly zones.[35][36]

In October 1998, removing the Saddam regime became official U.S. foreign policy[image: External link] with enactment of the Iraq Liberation Act[image: External link]. Enacted following the expulsion of UN weapons inspectors[image: External link] the preceding August (after some had been accused of spying for the U.S.), the act provided $97 million for Iraqi "democratic opposition organizations" to "establish a program to support a transition to democracy in Iraq."[37] This legislation contrasted with the terms set out in United Nations Security Council Resolution 687[image: External link], which focused on weapons and weapons programs and made no mention of regime change.[38] One month after the passage of the Iraq Liberation Act, the U.S. and UK launched a bombardment campaign of Iraq called Operation Desert Fox[image: External link]. The campaign's express rationale was to hamper Saddam Hussein's government's ability to produce chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons, but U.S. intelligence personnel also hoped it would help weaken Saddam's grip on power.[39]

With the election of George W. Bush as president in 2000[image: External link], the U.S. moved towards a more aggressive policy toward Iraq. The Republican Party's[image: External link] campaign platform in the 2000 election called for "full implementation" of the Iraq Liberation Act as "a starting point" in a plan to "remove" Saddam.[40] After leaving the George W. Bush administration[image: External link], Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill[image: External link] said that an attack on Iraq had been planned since Bush's inauguration, and that the first United States National Security Council[image: External link] meeting involved discussion of an invasion. O'Neill later backtracked, saying that these discussions were part of a continuation of foreign policy first put into place by the Clinton administration[image: External link].[41]

Despite the Bush administration's stated interest in liberating Iraq, little formal movement towards an invasion occurred until the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. For example, the administration prepared Operation Desert Badger[image: External link] to respond aggressively if any Air Force pilot was shot down while flying over Iraq, but this did not happen. Rumsfeld dismissed National Security Agency (NSA) intercept data available by midday of the 11th that pointed to al-Qaeda's culpability, and by mid-afternoon ordered the Pentagon to prepare plans for attacking Iraq.[42] According to aides who were with him in the National Military Command Center[image: External link] on that day, Rumsfeld asked for: "best info fast. Judge whether good enough hit Saddam Hussein at same time. Not only Osama bin Laden."[43] A memo[image: External link] written by Rumsfeld in November 2001 considers an Iraq war.[44] The rationale for invading Iraq as a response to 9/11 has been widely questioned, as there was no cooperation between Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda[image: External link].[45]

Shortly after 11 September 2001 (on 20 September), Bush addressed a joint session of Congress[image: External link] (simulcast live to the world), and announced his new "War on Terror". This announcement was accompanied by the doctrine of "pre-emptive" military action, later termed the Bush Doctrine. Allegations of a connection between Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda were made by some U.S. Government[image: External link] officials who asserted that a highly secretive relationship existed between Saddam and the radical Islamist[image: External link] militant organization al-Qaeda from 1992 to 2003, specifically through a series of meetings reportedly involving the Iraqi Intelligence Service[image: External link] (IIS). Some Bush advisers favored an immediate invasion of Iraq, while others advocated building an international coalition and obtaining United Nations authorization. Bush eventually decided to seek UN authorization, while still reserving the option of invading without it.[46]
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While there had been some earlier talk of action against Iraq, the Bush administration waited until September 2002 to call for action, with White House Chief of Staff Andrew Card saying, "From a marketing point of view, you don't introduce new products in August."[47] Bush began formally making his case to the international community for an invasion of Iraq in his 12 September 2002 address to the UN Security Council[image: External link].[48]

Key U.S. allies in NATO[image: External link], such as the United Kingdom, agreed with the U.S. actions, while France and Germany were critical of plans to invade Iraq, arguing instead for continued diplomacy and weapons inspections. After considerable debate, the UN Security Council adopted a compromise resolution, UN Security Council Resolution 1441[image: External link], which authorized the resumption of weapons inspections and promised "serious consequences" for non-compliance. Security Council members France and Russia made clear that they did not consider these consequences to include the use of force to overthrow the Iraqi government.[49] Both the U.S. ambassador to the UN, John Negroponte[image: External link], and the UK ambassador, Jeremy Greenstock[image: External link], publicly confirmed this reading of the resolution, assuring that Resolution 1441 provided no "automaticity" or "hidden triggers" for an invasion without further consultation of the Security Council.[50]

Resolution 1441 gave Iraq "a final opportunity to comply with its disarmament obligations" and set up inspections by the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission[image: External link] (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link] (IAEA). Saddam accepted the resolution on 13 November and inspectors returned to Iraq under the direction of UNMOVIC chairman Hans Blix[image: External link] and IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei. As of February 2003, the IAEA "found no evidence or plausible indication of the revival of a nuclear weapons program in Iraq"; the IAEA concluded that certain items which could have been used in nuclear enrichment centrifuges, such as aluminum tubes, were in fact intended for other uses.[51] UNMOVIC "did not find evidence of the continuation or resumption of programs of weapons of mass destruction" or significant quantities of proscribed items. UNMOVIC did supervise the destruction of a small number of empty chemical rocket warheads, 50 liters of mustard gas that had been declared by Iraq and sealed by UNSCOM in 1998, and laboratory quantities of a mustard gas precursor, along with about 50 Al-Samoud missiles of a design that Iraq stated did not exceed the permitted 150 km range, but which had travelled up to 183 km in tests. Shortly before the invasion, UNMOVIC stated that it would take "months" to verify Iraqi compliance with resolution 1441.[52][53][54]

In October 2002, the U.S. Congress passed the "Iraq Resolution[image: External link]". The resolution authorized the President to "use any means necessary" against Iraq. Americans polled in January 2003 widely favored further diplomacy over an invasion. Later that year, however, Americans began to agree with Bush's plan. The U.S. government engaged in an elaborate domestic public relations campaign[image: External link] to market the war to its citizens. Americans overwhelmingly believed Saddam did have weapons of mass destruction: 85% said so, even though the inspectors had not uncovered those weapons. Of those who thought Iraq had weapons sequestered somewhere, about half responded that said weapons would not be found in combat. By February 2003, 64% of Americans supported taking military action to remove Saddam from power.[28]

The Central Intelligence Agency's Special Activities Division[image: External link] (SAD) teams, consisting of the paramilitary operations officers and 10th Special Forces Group[image: External link] soldiers, were the first U.S. forces to enter Iraq, in July 2002, before the main invasion. Once on the ground, they prepared for the subsequent arrival of U.S. Army Special Forces[image: External link] to organize the Kurdish[image: External link] Peshmerga[image: External link]. This joint team (called the Northern Iraq Liaison Element (NILE))[55] combined to defeat Ansar al-Islam[image: External link], a group with ties to al-Qaeda, in Iraqi Kurdistan. This battle was for control of the territory that was occupied by Ansar al-Islam and took place before the invasion. It was carried out by Paramilitary Operations Officers from SAD and the Army's 10th Special Forces Group. This battle resulted in the defeat of Ansar and the capture of a chemical weapons facility at Sargat.[55] Sargat was the only facility of its type discovered in the Iraq war.[56][57]

SAD teams also conducted missions behind enemy lines to identify leadership targets. These missions led to the initial air strikes[image: External link] against Saddam and his generals. Although the strike against Saddam was unsuccessful in killing him, it effectively ended his ability to command and control[image: External link] his forces. Strikes against Iraq's generals were more successful and significantly degraded the Iraqi command's ability to react to, and maneuver against, the U.S.-led invasion force.[55][58] SAD operations officers were also successful in convincing key Iraqi Army officers into surrendering their units once the fighting started.[56]

NATO[image: External link] member Turkey[image: External link] refused to allow the U.S. forces across its territory into northern Iraq[image: External link]. Therefore, joint SAD and Army Special forces teams and the Pershmerga constituted the entire Northern force against the Iraqi army. They managed to keep the northern divisions in place rather than allowing them to aid their colleagues against the U.S.-led coalition force coming from the south.[59] Four of these CIA officers were awarded the Intelligence Star[image: External link] for their actions.[56][57]

In the 2003 State of the Union address[image: External link], President Bush said "we know that Iraq, in the late 1990s, had several mobile biological weapons labs".[60] On 5 February 2003, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link] addressed the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link], continuing U.S. efforts to gain UN authorization for an invasion. His presentation to the UN Security Council[image: External link], which contained a computer generated image of a "mobile biological weapons laboratory". However, this information was based on claims of Rafid Ahmed Alwan al-Janabi, codenamed "Curveball"[image: External link], an Iraqi emigrant living in Germany who later admitted that his claims had been false.

Powell also presented evidence alleging Iraq had ties to al-Qaeda[image: External link]. As a follow-up to Powell's presentation, the United States, United Kingdom, Poland, Italy, Australia, Denmark, Japan, and Spain proposed a resolution authorizing the use of force in Iraq, but NATO members like Canada, France, and Germany, together with Russia, strongly urged continued diplomacy. Facing a losing vote as well as a likely veto from France and Russia, the US, UK, Poland, Spain, Denmark, Italy, Japan, and Australia eventually withdrew their resolution.[61][62]

Opposition to the invasion coalesced in the worldwide 15 February 2003 anti-war protest[image: External link] that attracted between six and ten million people in more than 800 cities, the largest such protest in human history according to the Guinness Book of World Records[image: External link].[32]

On 20 March 2003, Spanish Prime Minister, José María Aznar[image: External link], UK Prime Minister, Tony Blair[image: External link], president of the Unites States George W. Bush, and Prime Minister of Portugal, José Manuel Durão Barroso[image: External link] as host, met in the Azores[image: External link], to discuss the invasion of Iraq, and supposed the entrance of the country to the war, as well as the beginning of the invasion with these three leaders. This encounter was extremely controversial in Spain, being until nowadays a very sensitive point of the Government of Aznar.[63] Almost a year later, in Madrid[image: External link] (Spain) suffered the worst terrorist attack[image: External link] in Europe since the Lockerbie bombing[image: External link], motivated by Spain's decisive participation in the Iraq war and where the Spaniards accused the Prime Minister of beings responsible.[64]

In March 2003, the United States, United Kingdom, Poland, Australia, Spain, Denmark, and Italy began preparing for the invasion of Iraq[image: External link], with a host of public relations[image: External link] and military moves. In his 17 March 2003 address to the nation, Bush demanded that Saddam and his two sons, Uday[image: External link] and Qusay[image: External link], surrender and leave Iraq, giving them a 48-hour deadline.[65] But the U.S. began the bombing of Iraq on the day before the deadline expired. On 18 March 2003, the bombing of Iraq by the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Poland, Spain, Italy and Denmark began. Unlike the first Gulf War, this war had no explicit UN authorisation.

The UK House of Commons[image: External link] held a debate on going to war on 18 March 2003 where the government motion was approved 412 to 149.[66] The vote was a key moment in the history of the Blair administration[image: External link], as the number of government MPs who rebelled against the vote was the greatest since the repeal of the Corn Laws[image: External link] in 1846. Three government ministers resigned in protest at the war, John Denham[image: External link], Lord Hunt of Kings Heath[image: External link], and the then Leader of the House of Commons Robin Cook[image: External link]. In a passionate speech to the House of Commons after his resignation, he said, "What has come to trouble me is the suspicion that if the 'hanging chads' of Florida had gone the other way and Al Gore had been elected, we would not now be about to commit British troops to action in Iraq." During the debate, it was stated that the Attorney General[image: External link] had advised that the war was legal under previous UN Resolutions.
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Main article: Failed Iraqi peace initiatives[image: External link]


In December 2002, a representative of the head of Iraqi Intelligence, the General Tahir Jalil Habbush al-Tikriti[image: External link], contacted former Central Intelligence Agency Counterterrorism Department head Vincent Cannistraro[image: External link] stating that Saddam "knew there was a campaign to link him to 11 September and prove he had weapons of mass destruction (WMDs)." Cannistraro further added that "the Iraqis were prepared to satisfy these concerns. I reported the conversation to senior levels of the state department and I was told to stand aside and they would handle it." Cannistraro stated that the offers made were all "killed" by the George W. Bush administration because they allowed Saddam to remain in power, an outcome viewed as unacceptable. It has been suggested that Saddam Hussein was prepared to go into exile if allowed to keep $1 billion USD.[67]

Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak[image: External link]'s national security advisor, Osama El-Baz[image: External link], sent a message to the U.S. State Department[image: External link] that the Iraqis wanted to discuss the accusations that the country had weapons of mass destruction and ties with Al-Qaeda. Iraq also attempted to reach the U.S. through the Syrian, French, German, and Russian intelligence services.

In January 2003, Lebanese-American[image: External link] Imad Hage met with Michael Maloof of the U.S. Department of Defense's Office of Special Plans[image: External link]. Hage, a resident of Beirut[image: External link], had been recruited by the department to assist in the War on Terror. He reported that Mohammed Nassif, a close aide to Syrian president Bashar al-Assad[image: External link], had expressed frustrations about the difficulties of Syria contacting the United States, and had attempted to use him as an intermediary. Maloof arranged for Hage to meet with civilian Richard Perle[image: External link], then head of the Defense Policy Board[image: External link].[68][69]

In January 2003, Hage met with the chief of Iraqi intelligence's foreign operations, Hassan al-Obeidi. Obeidi told Hage that Baghdad did not understand why they were being targeted, and that they had no WMDs. He then made the offer for Washington to send in 2000 FBI agents to confirm this. He additionally offered petroleum concessions, but stopped short of having Saddam give up power, instead suggesting that elections could be held in two years. Later, Obeidi suggested that Hage travel to Baghdad for talks; he accepted.[68]

Later that month, Hage met with General Habbush and Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz[image: External link]. He was offered top priority to U.S. firms in oil and mining rights, UN-supervised elections, U.S. inspections (with up to 5,000 inspectors), to have al-Qaeda agent Abdul Rahman Yasin[image: External link] (in Iraqi custody since 1994) handed over as a sign of good faith, and to give "full support for any U.S. plan" in the Israeli–Palestinian peace process[image: External link]. They also wished to meet with high-ranking U.S. officials. On 19 February, Hage faxed Maloof his report of the trip. Maloof reports having brought the proposal to Jaymie Duran. The Pentagon[image: External link] denies that either Wolfowitz or Rumsfeld, Duran's bosses, were aware of the plan.[68]

On 21 February, Maloof informed Duran in an email that Richard Perle[image: External link] wished to meet with Hage and the Iraqis if the Pentagon would clear it. Duran responded "Mike, working this. Keep this close hold." On 7 March, Perle met with Hage in Knightsbridge, and stated that he wanted to pursue the matter further with people in Washington (both have acknowledged the meeting). A few days later, he informed Hage that Washington refused to let him meet with Habbush to discuss the offer (Hage stated that Perle's response was "that the consensus in Washington was it was a no-go"). Perle told The Times[image: External link], "The message was 'Tell them that we will see them in Baghdad.'"[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Rationale for the Iraq War[image: External link]


George Bush, speaking in October 2002, said that "The stated policy of the United States is regime change. ... However, if Saddam were to meet all the conditions of the United Nations, the conditions that I have described very clearly in terms that everybody can understand, that in itself will signal the regime has changed".[70] Citing reports from certain intelligence sources, Bush stated on 6 March 2003 that he believed that Saddam was not complying with UN Resolution 1441[image: External link].[71]

In September 2002, Tony Blair[image: External link] stated, in an answer to a parliamentary question, that "Regime change in Iraq would be a wonderful thing. That is not the purpose of our action; our purpose is to disarm Iraq of weapons of mass destruction..."[72] In November of that year, Blair further stated that, "So far as our objective, it is disarmament, not régime change – that is our objective. Now I happen to believe the regime of Saddam is a very brutal and repressive regime, I think it does enormous damage to the Iraqi people ... so I have got no doubt Saddam is very bad for Iraq, but on the other hand I have got no doubt either that the purpose of our challenge from the United Nations is disarmament of weapons of mass destruction, it is not regime change."[73]

At a press conference on 31 January 2003, Bush again reiterated that the single trigger for the invasion would be Iraq's failure to disarm, "Saddam Hussein must understand that if he does not disarm, for the sake of peace, we, along with others, will go disarm Saddam Hussein."[74] As late as 25 February 2003, it was still the official line that the only cause of invasion would be a failure to disarm. As Blair made clear in a statement to the House of Commons, "I detest his regime. But even now he can save it by complying with the UN's demand. Even now, we are prepared to go the extra step to achieve disarmament peacefully."[75]

Additional justifications used at various times included Iraqi violation of UN resolutions, the Iraqi government's repression of its citizens, and Iraqi violations of the 1991 cease-fire.[24]

The main allegations were: that Saddam possessed or was attempting to produce weapons of mass destruction, which Saddam Hussein had used in places such as Halabja[image: External link],[76][77] possessed, and made efforts to acquire, particularly considering two previous attacks on Baghdad nuclear weapons production facilities by both Iran and Israel which were alleged to have postponed weapons development progress; and, further, that he had ties to terrorists, specifically al-Qaeda.

While it never made an explicit connection between Iraq and the 11 September attacks, the George W. Bush administration repeatedly insinuated a link, thereby creating a false impression for the U.S. public. Grand jury testimony from the 1993 World Trade Center bombing[image: External link] trials cited numerous direct linkages from the bombers to Baghdad and Department 13 of the Iraqi Intelligence Service in that initial attack marking the second anniversary to vindicate the surrender of Iraqi armed forces in Operation Desert Storm[image: External link]. For example, The Washington Post has noted that,


While not explicitly declaring Iraqi culpability in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, administration officials did, at various times, imply a link. In late 2001, Cheney said it was "pretty well confirmed" that attack mastermind Mohamed Atta had met with a senior Iraqi intelligence official. Later, Cheney called Iraq the "geographic base of the terrorists who had us under assault now for many years, but most especially on 9/11."[78]



Steven Kull, director of the Program on International Policy Attitudes (PIPA) at the University of Maryland, observed in March 2003 that "The administration has succeeded in creating a sense that there is some connection [between 11 Sept. and Saddam Hussein]". This was following a New York Times[image: External link]/ CBS[image: External link] poll that showed 45% of Americans believing Saddam Hussein was "personally involved" in the 11 September atrocities. As the Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] observed at the time, while "Sources knowledgeable about U.S. intelligence say there is no evidence that Saddam played a role in the 11 Sept. attacks, nor that he has been or is currently aiding Al Qaeda. ... the White House appears to be encouraging this false impression, as it seeks to maintain American support for a possible war against Iraq and demonstrate seriousness of purpose to Saddam's regime." The CSM went on to report that, while polling data collected "right after 11 Sept. 2001" showed that only 3 percent mentioned Iraq or Saddam Hussein, by January 2003 attitudes "had been transformed" with a Knight Ridder poll showing that 44% of Americans believed "most" or "some" of the 11 September hijackers were Iraqi citizens.[79]

According to General Tommy Franks[image: External link], the objectives of the invasion were, "First, end the regime of Saddam Hussein. Second, to identify, isolate and eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass destruction. Third, to search for, to capture and to drive out terrorists from that country. Fourth, to collect such intelligence as we can related to terrorist networks. Fifth, to collect such intelligence as we can related to the global network of illicit weapons of mass destruction. Sixth, to end sanctions and to immediately deliver humanitarian support to the displaced and to many needy Iraqi citizens. Seventh, to secure Iraq's oil fields and resources, which belong to the Iraqi people. And last, to help the Iraqi people create conditions for a transition to a representative self-government."[80]

The BBC[image: External link] has also noted that, while President Bush "never directly accused the former Iraqi leader of having a hand in the attacks on New York and Washington", he "repeatedly associated the two in keynote addresses delivered since 11 September", adding that "Senior members of his administration have similarly conflated the two." For instance, the BBC report quotes Colin Powell in February 2003, stating that "We've learned that Iraq has trained al-Qaeda members in bomb-making and poisons and deadly gases. And we know that after September 11, Saddam Hussein's regime gleefully celebrated the terrorist attacks on America." The same BBC report also noted the results of a recent opinion poll, which suggested that "70% of Americans believe the Iraqi leader was personally involved in the attacks."[81]

Also in September 2003, the Boston Globe reported that "Vice President Dick Cheney, anxious to defend the White House foreign policy amid ongoing violence in Iraq, stunned intelligence analysts and even members of his own administration this week by failing to dismiss a widely discredited claim: that Saddam Hussein might have played a role in the 11 Sept. attacks."[82] A year later, presidential candidate John Kerry alleged that Cheney was continuing "to intentionally mislead the American public by drawing a link between Saddam Hussein and 9/11 in an attempt to make the invasion of Iraq part of the global war on terror."[83]

Throughout 2002, the Bush administration insisted that removing Saddam from power to restore international peace and security was a major goal. The principal stated justifications for this policy of "regime change" were that Iraq's continuing production of weapons of mass destruction and known ties to terrorist organizations[image: External link], as well as Iraq's continued violations of UN Security Council resolutions, amounted to a threat to the U.S. and the world community.

The Bush administration's overall rationale for the invasion of Iraq was presented in detail by U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell to the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] on 5 February 2003. In summary, he stated,


We know that Saddam Hussein is determined to keep his weapons of mass destruction; he's determined to make more. Given Saddam Hussein's history of aggression ... given what we know of his terrorist associations and given his determination to exact revenge on those who oppose him, should we take the risk that he will not some day use these weapons at a time and the place and in the manner of his choosing at a time when the world is in a much weaker position to respond? The United States will not and cannot run that risk to the American people. Leaving Saddam Hussein in possession of weapons of mass destruction for a few more months or years is not an option, not in a post–September 11 world.[84]



Since the invasion, the U.S. and British government statements concerning Iraqi weapons programs and links to terrorist organizations have been discredited. While the debate of whether Iraq intended to develop chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons in the future remains open, no WMDs have been found in Iraq since the invasion despite comprehensive inspections lasting more than 18 months.[85] In Cairo, on 24 February 2001, Colin Powell had predicted as much, saying, "[Saddam] has not developed any significant capability with respect to weapons of mass destruction. He is unable to project conventional power against his neighbours."[86] Similarly, assertions of operational links between the Iraqi regime and al-Qaeda have largely been discredited by the intelligence community, and Secretary Powell himself later admitted he had no proof.[87]

In September 2002, the Bush administration said attempts by Iraq to acquire thousands of high-strength aluminum tubes[image: External link] pointed to a clandestine program to make enriched uranium for nuclear bombs. Powell, in his address to the UN Security Council just before the war, referred to the aluminum tubes. A report released by the Institute for Science and International Security[image: External link] in 2002, however, reported that it was highly unlikely that the tubes could be used to enrich uranium. Powell later admitted he had presented an inaccurate case to the United Nations on Iraqi weapons, based on sourcing that was wrong and in some cases "deliberately misleading."[88][89][90]

The Bush administration asserted that the Saddam government had sought to purchase yellowcake uranium from Niger[image: External link].[91] On 7 March 2003, the U.S. submitted intelligence documents as evidence to the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link]. These documents were dismissed by the IAEA as forgeries, with the concurrence in that judgment of outside experts. At the time, a US official stated that the evidence was submitted to the IAEA without knowledge of its provenance and characterized any mistakes as "more likely due to incompetence not malice".

General Wesley Clark[image: External link], the former Supreme NATO Allied Commander and Joint Chiefs of Staff Director of Strategy and Policy, describes in his 2003 book, Winning Modern Wars, his conversation with a military officer in the Pentagon shortly after the 11 September attacks regarding a plan to attack seven Middle Eastern countries in five years: "As I went back through the Pentagon in November 2001, one of the senior military staff officers had time for a chat. Yes, we were still on track for going against Iraq, he said. But there was more. This was being discussed as part of a five-year campaign plan, he said, and there were a total of seven countries, beginning with Iraq, then Syria, Lebanon, Libya, Iran, Somalia and Sudan."[92]
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In October 2002, a few days before the US Senate vote on the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution[image: External link], about 75 senators were told in closed session[image: External link] that the Iraqi government had the means of delivering biological[image: External link] and chemical weapons[image: External link] of mass destruction by unmanned aerial vehicle[image: External link] (UAV) drones that could be launched from ships off the US' Atlantic coast to attack US eastern seaboard cities[image: External link]. Colin Powell[image: External link] suggested in his presentation to the United Nations that UAVs were transported out of Iraq and could be launched against the United States.

In fact, Iraq had no offensive UAV fleet or any capability of putting UAVs on ships.[93] Iraq's UAV fleet consisted of less than a handful of outdated Czech training drones.[94] At the time, there was a vigorous dispute within the intelligence community whether the CIA's conclusions about Iraq's UAV fleet were accurate. The US Air Force[image: External link] agency denied outright that Iraq possessed any offensive UAV capability.[95]
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As evidence supporting U.S. and British charges about Iraqi WMDs and links to terrorism weakened, some supporters of the invasion have increasingly shifted their justification to the human rights violations of the Saddam government[image: External link].[96] Leading human rights groups such as Human Rights Watch[image: External link] have argued, however, that they believe human rights concerns were never a central justification for the invasion, nor do they believe that military intervention was justifiable on humanitarian grounds, most significantly because "the killing in Iraq at the time was not of the exceptional nature that would justify such intervention."[97]
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Main article: Legality of the Iraq War[image: External link]


See also: Legitimacy of the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], Views on the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], and Opposition to the Iraq War[image: External link]


The Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002[image: External link] was passed by congress with Republicans voting 98% in favor in the Senate, and 97% in favor in the House. Democrats supported the joint resolution[image: External link] 58% and 39% in the Senate and House respectively.[98][99] The resolution asserts the authorization by the Constitution of the United States[image: External link] and the Congress for the President to fight anti-United States terrorism. Citing the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998[image: External link], the resolution reiterated that it should be the policy of the United States to remove the Saddam Hussein regime and promote a democratic replacement.

The resolution "supported" and "encouraged" diplomatic efforts by President George W. Bush to "strictly enforce through the U.N. Security Council all relevant Security Council resolutions regarding Iraq" and "obtain prompt and decisive action by the Security Council to ensure that Iraq abandons its strategy of delay, evasion, and noncompliance and promptly and strictly complies with all relevant Security Council resolutions regarding Iraq." The resolution authorized President Bush to use the Armed Forces of the United States[image: External link] "as he determines to be necessary and appropriate" to "defend the national security of the United States against the continuing threat posed by Iraq; and enforce all relevant United Nations Security Council[image: External link] Resolutions regarding Iraq."

The legality of the invasion of Iraq has been challenged since its inception on a number of fronts, and several prominent supporters of the invasion in all the invading nations have publicly and privately cast doubt on its legality. It has been argued that the invasion was fully legal because authorization was implied by the United Nations Security Council[image: External link].[100][101] International legal experts, including the International Commission of Jurists[image: External link], a group of 31 leading Canadian law professors, and the U.S.-based Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy, have denounced both of these rationales.[102][103][104]

On Thursday 20 November 2003, an article published in the Guardian alleged that Richard Perle[image: External link], a senior member of the administration's Defense Policy Board Advisory Committee[image: External link], conceded that the invasion was illegal but still justified.[105][106]

The United Nations Security Council has passed nearly 60 resolutions on Iraq and Kuwait since Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990. The most relevant to this issue is Resolution 678[image: External link], passed on 29 November 1990. It authorizes "member states co-operating with the Government of Kuwait ... to use all necessary means" to (1) implement Security Council Resolution 660[image: External link] and other resolutions calling for the end of Iraq's occupation of Kuwait and withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwaiti territory and (2) "restore international peace and security in the area." Resolution 678[image: External link] has not been rescinded or nullified by succeeding resolutions and Iraq was not alleged after 1991 to invade Kuwait or to threaten do so.

Resolution 1441[image: External link] was most prominent during the run up to the war and formed the main backdrop for Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link]'s address to the Security Council one month before the invasion.[107] According to an independent commission of inquiry set up by the government of the Netherlands, UN resolution 1441 "cannot reasonably be interpreted (as the Dutch government did) as authorising individual member states to use military force to compel Iraq to comply with the Security Council's resolutions." Accordingly, the Dutch commission concluded that the 2003 invasion violated international law.[108]

At the same time, Bush Administration officials advanced a parallel legal argument using the earlier resolutions, which authorized force in response to Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait[image: External link]. Under this reasoning, by failing to disarm and submit to weapons inspections, Iraq was in violation of U.N. Security Council[image: External link] Resolutions 660 and 678, and the U.S. could legally compel Iraq's compliance through military means.

Critics and proponents of the legal rationale based on the U.N. resolutions argue that the legal right to determine how to enforce its resolutions lies with the Security Council alone, not with individual nations.

In February 2006, Luis Moreno Ocampo[image: External link], the lead prosecutor for the International Criminal Court, reported that he had received 240 separate communications regarding the legality of the war, many of which concerned British participation in the invasion.[109] In a letter addressed to the complainants, Mr. Moreno Ocampo explained that he could only consider issues related to conduct during the war and not to its underlying legality as a possible crime of aggression because no provision had yet been adopted which "defines the crime and sets out the conditions under which the Court may exercise jurisdiction with respect to it." In a March 2007 interview with the Sunday Telegraph[image: External link], Moreno Ocampo encouraged Iraq to sign up with the court so that it could bring cases related to alleged war crimes.[110]

United States Ohio Congressman Dennis Kucinich held a press conference on the evening of 24 April 2007, revealing US House Resolution 333[image: External link] and the three articles of impeachment against Vice President Dick Cheney. He charged Cheney with manipulating the evidence of Iraq's weapons program, deceiving the nation about Iraq's connection to al-Qaeda, and threatening aggression against Iran in violation of the United Nations Charter.
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The United Kingdom military operation was named Operation Telic[image: External link].
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In November 2002, President George W. Bush, visiting Europe for a NATO[image: External link] summit, declared that, "should Iraqi President Saddam Hussein choose not to disarm, the United States will lead a coalition of the willing[image: External link] to disarm him."[111]

Thereafter, the Bush administration briefly used the term Coalition of the Willing to refer to the countries who supported, militarily or verbally, the military action in Iraq and subsequent military presence in post-invasion Iraq since 2003[image: External link]. The original list prepared in March 2003 included 49 members.[112] Of those 49, only six besides the U.S. contributed troops to the invasion force (the United Kingdom, Australia, Poland, Spain, Portugal[image: External link], and Denmark[image: External link]), and 33 provided some number of troops to support the occupation after the invasion was complete. Six members have no military, meaning that of the 49, 3 withheld troops completely.
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Approximately 148,000 soldiers from the United States, 45,000 British soldiers, 2,000 Australian soldiers and 194 Polish soldiers from the special forces unit GROM[image: External link] were sent to Kuwait for the invasion.[9] The invasion force was also supported by Iraqi Kurdish[image: External link] militia troops[image: External link], estimated to number upwards of 70,000.[10] In the latter stages of the invasion, 620 troops of the Iraqi National Congress opposition group were deployed to southern Iraq.[3]

A U.S. Central Command, Combined Forces Air Component Commander report, indicated that, as of 30 April 2003, there were a total of 466,985 U.S. personnel deployed for Operation Iraqi Freedom. This included USAF[image: External link], 54,955; USAF Reserve[image: External link], 2,084; Air National Guard[image: External link], 7,207; USMC[image: External link], 74,405; USMC Reserve[image: External link], 9,501; USN[image: External link], 61,296 (681 are members of the U.S. Coast Guard[image: External link]); USN Reserve[image: External link], 2,056; and U.S. Army[image: External link], 233,342; U.S. Army Reserve[image: External link], 10,683; and Army National Guard[image: External link], 8,866.[113]

Plans for opening a second front in the north were severely hampered when Turkey[image: External link] refused the use of its territory for such purposes.[114] In response to Turkey's decision, the United States dropped several thousand paratroopers from the 173rd Airborne Brigade[image: External link] into northern Iraq, a number significantly less than the 15,000-strong 4th Infantry Division[image: External link] that the U.S. originally planned to use for opening the northern front.[115]
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CIA Special Activities Division[image: External link] (SAD) Paramilitary teams entered Iraq in July 2002 before the 2003 invasion. Once on the ground they prepared for the subsequent arrival of US military forces. SAD teams then combined with U.S. Army Special Forces[image: External link] to organize the Kurdish[image: External link] Peshmerga[image: External link]. This joint team combined to defeat Ansar al-Islam[image: External link], an ally of Al Qaida, in a battle in the northeast corner of Iraq. The U.S. side was carried out by Paramilitary Officers from SAD and the Army's 10th Special Forces Group[image: External link].[55][56][57]

SAD teams also conducted high-risk special reconnaissance missions behind Iraqi lines to identify senior leadership targets. These missions led to the initial strikes against Saddam Hussein and his key generals. Although the initial strikes against Saddam were unsuccessful in killing the dictator or his generals, they were successful in effectively ending the ability to command and control Iraqi forces. Other strikes against key generals were successful and significantly degraded the command's ability to react to and maneuver against the U.S.-led invasion force coming from the south.[55][57]

SAD operations officers were also successful in convincing key Iraqi army officers to surrender their units once the fighting started and/or not to oppose the invasion force.[56] NATO member Turkey[image: External link] refused to allow its territory to be used for the invasion. As a result, the SAD/SOG and U.S. Army Special Forces joint teams and the Kurdish Peshmerga constituted the entire northern force against government forces during the invasion. Their efforts kept the 5th Corps of the Iraqi army in place to defend against the Kurds rather than moving to contest the coalition force.

According to General Tommy Franks[image: External link], April Fool[image: External link], an American officer working undercover[image: External link] as a diplomat, was approached by an Iraqi intelligence agent[image: External link]. April Fool then sold to the Iraqi false "top secret" invasion plans provided by Franks' team. This deception misled the Iraqi military into deploying major forces in northern and western Iraq in anticipation of attacks by way of Turkey[image: External link] or Jordan[image: External link], which never took place. This greatly reduced the defensive capacity in the rest of Iraq and facilitated the actual attacks via Kuwait[image: External link] and the Persian Gulf[image: External link] in the southeast.
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The number of personnel in the Iraqi military[image: External link] before the war was uncertain, but it was believed to have been poorly equipped.[116][117][118] The International Institute for Strategic Studies estimated the Iraqi armed forces to number 538,000 (Iraqi Army[image: External link] 375,000, Iraqi Navy[image: External link] 2,000, Iraqi Air Force[image: External link] 20,000 and air defense 17,000), the paramilitary Fedayeen Saddam[image: External link] 44,000, Republican Guard[image: External link] 80,000 and reserves 650,000.[119]

Another estimate numbers the Army and Republican Guard at between 280,000 and 350,000 and 50,000 to 80,000, respectively,[120] and the paramilitary between 20,000 and 40,000.[121] There were an estimated thirteen infantry[image: External link] divisions, ten mechanized[image: External link] and armored[image: External link] divisions, as well as some special forces[image: External link] units. The Iraqi Air Force and Navy played a negligible role in the conflict.

During the invasion, foreign volunteers traveled to Iraq from Syria[image: External link] and took part in the fighting, usually under the command of the Fedayeen Saddam. It is not known for certain how many foreign fighters fought in Iraq in 2003, however, intelligence officers of the U.S. First Marine Division estimated that 50% of all Iraqi combatants in central Iraq were foreigners.[122][123]

In addition, the Kurdish Islamist militant group Ansar al-Islam[image: External link] controlled a small section of northern Iraq in an area outside of Saddam Hussein's control. Ansar al-Islam had been fighting against secular Kurdish forces since 2001. At the time of the invasion they fielded about 600 to 800 fighters.[124] Ansar al-Islam was led by the Jordanian-born militant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link], who would later become an important leader in the Iraqi insurgency[image: External link]. Ansar al-Islam was driven out of Iraq in late March by a joint American-Kurdish force during Operation Viking Hammer[image: External link].
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See also: 2003 invasion of Iraq order of battle[image: External link]


Since the 1991 Gulf War[image: External link], the U.S. and UK had been engaged in low-level attacks on Iraqi air defenses which targeted them while enforcing Iraqi no-fly zones[image: External link].[35][36] These zones, and the attacks to enforce them, were described as illegal by the former UN Secretary General, Boutros Boutros-Ghali[image: External link], and the French foreign minister Hubert Vedrine[image: External link]. Other countries, notably Russia and China, also condemned the zones as a violation of Iraqi sovereignty.[125][126][127] In mid-2002, the U.S. began more carefully selecting targets in the southern part of the country to disrupt the military command structure in Iraq. A change in enforcement tactics was acknowledged at the time, but it was not made public that this was part of a plan known as Operation Southern Focus[image: External link].

The amount of ordnance[image: External link] dropped on Iraqi positions by Coalition aircraft in 2001 and 2002 was less than in 1999 and 2000 which was during the Clinton administration.[128] This information has been used to attempt to refute the theory that the Bush administration had already decided to go to war against Iraq before coming to office and that the bombing during 2001 and 2002 was laying the groundwork for the eventual invasion in 2003. However, information obtained by the UK Liberal Democrats[image: External link] showed that the UK dropped twice as many bombs on Iraq in the second half of 2002 as they did during the whole of 2001. The tonnage of UK bombs dropped increased from 0 in March 2002 and 0.3 in April 2002 to between 7 and 14 tons per month in May–August, reaching a pre-war peak of 54.6 tons in September – before Congress' 11 October authorization of the invasion[image: External link].

The 5 September attacks included a 100+ aircraft attack on the main air defense site in western Iraq. According to an editorial in New Statesman[image: External link] this was "Located at the furthest extreme of the southern no-fly zone, far away from the areas that needed to be patrolled to prevent attacks on the Shias, it was destroyed not because it was a threat to the patrols, but to allow allied special forces operating from Jordan to enter Iraq undetected."[129]

Tommy Franks, who commanded the invasion of Iraq, has since admitted that the bombing was designed to "degrade" Iraqi air defences in the same way as the air attacks that began the 1991 Gulf War. These "spikes of activity" were, in the words of then British Defence Secretary, Geoff Hoon[image: External link], designed to 'put pressure on the Iraqi regime' or, as The Times[image: External link] reported, to "provoke Saddam Hussein into giving the allies an excuse for war". In this respect, as provocations designed to start a war, leaked British Foreign Office legal advice concluded that such attacks were illegal under international law.[130][131]

Another attempt at provoking the war was mentioned in a leaked memo from a meeting between George W. Bush and Tony Blair on 31 January 2003 at which Bush allegedly told Blair that "The US was thinking of flying U2[image: External link] reconnaissance aircraft with fighter cover over Iraq, painted in UN colours. If Saddam fired on them, he would be in breach."[132] On 17 March 2003, U.S. President George W. Bush gave Saddam Hussein 48 hours to leave the country, along with his sons Uday and Qusay, or face war.
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On the early morning of 19 March 2003, U.S. forces abandoned the plan for initial, non-nuclear decapitation strikes[image: External link] against 55 top Iraqi officials, in light of reports that Saddam Hussein was visiting his sons, Uday[image: External link] and Qusay[image: External link], at Dora Farms, within the al-Dora[image: External link] farming community on the outskirts of Baghdad.[133] At approximately 05:30 UTC[image: External link], two F-117 Nighthawks[image: External link] from the 8th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron[image: External link][134] dropped four enhanced, satellite-guided 2,000-pound GBU-27[image: External link] 'Bunker Busters[image: External link]' on the compound. Complementing the aerial bombardment were nearly 40 Tomahawk cruise missiles[image: External link] fired from at least four ships, including the Ticonderoga -class[image: External link] cruiser[image: External link] USS Cowpens  (CG-63)[image: External link], credited with the first to strike,[135] Arleigh Burke -class[image: External link] destroyer[image: External link] USS Donald Cook[image: External link], and two submarines in the Red Sea[image: External link] and Persian Gulf[image: External link].[136]

One bomb missed the compound entirely and the other three missed their target, landing on the other side of the wall of the palace compound.[137] Saddam Hussein was not present, nor were any members of the Iraqi leadership.[133][138] The attack killed one civilian and injured fourteen others, including four men, nine women and one child.[139][140] Later investigation revealed that Saddam Hussein had not visited the farm since 1995.[136]
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On 19 March 2003 at 21:00, the first strike of the operation was carried out by members of the 160th SOAR[image: External link]: a flight of MH-60L DAPs[image: External link] (Direct Action Penetrators) and four 'Black Swarm' flights - each consisting of a pair of AH-6M Little Birds[image: External link] and a FLIR[image: External link] equipped MH-6M to identify targets for the AH-6s (each Black swarm flight was assigned a pair of A-10As[image: External link]) engaged Iraqi visual observation posts along the southern and western borders of Iraq. In the space of seven hours, more than 70 sites were destroyed, effectively depriving the Iraqi military of any early warning of the coming invasion. As the sites were eliminated the first heliborne SOF[image: External link] teams launched from H-5 airbase[image: External link] in Jordan, including vehicle-mounted patrols from the British and Australian components who were transported by the MH-47Es[image: External link] of the 160th SOAR. Ground elements of Task Force Dagger, Task Force 20, Task force 7 and Task Force 64 breached the sand berms along the Iraqi border with Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in the early morning hours and drove into Iraq. Unofficially, the British, Australians and Task Force 20 had been in Iraq weeks prior.[141]

On 20 March 2003 at approximately 02:30 UTC[image: External link] or about 90 minutes after the lapse of the 48-hour deadline, at 05:33 local time, explosions were heard in Baghdad. Special operations commandos from the CIA's Special Activities Division[image: External link] from the Northern Iraq Liaison Element infiltrated throughout Iraq and called in the early air strikes.[55] At 03:15 UTC, or 10:15 pm EST, George W. Bush announced that he had ordered an "attack of opportunity" against targets in Iraq.[142] When this word was given, the troops on standby crossed the border into Iraq.

Before the invasion, many observers had expected a lengthy campaign of aerial bombing before any ground action, taking as examples the 1991 Persian Gulf War or the 2001 invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link]. In practice, U.S. plans envisioned simultaneous air and ground assaults to decapitate the Iraqi forces quickly (see Shock and awe[image: External link]), attempting to bypass Iraqi military units and cities in most cases. The assumption was that superior mobility and coordination of Coalition forces would allow them to attack the heart of the Iraqi command structure and destroy it in a short time, and that this would minimize civilian deaths and damage to infrastructure. It was expected that the elimination of the leadership would lead to the collapse of the Iraqi Forces and the government, and that much of the population would support the invaders once the government had been weakened. Occupation of cities and attacks on peripheral military units were viewed as undesirable distractions.

Following Turkey[image: External link]'s decision to deny any official use of its territory, the Coalition was forced to modify the planned simultaneous attack from north and south.[143] Special Operations forces from the CIA and U.S. Army managed to build and lead the Kurdish Peshmerga into an effective force and assault for the North. The primary bases for the invasion were in Kuwait[image: External link] and other Persian Gulf[image: External link] nations. One result of this was that one of the divisions intended for the invasion was forced to relocate and was unable to take part in the invasion until well into the war. Many observers felt that the Coalition devoted sufficient numbers of troops to the invasion, but too many were withdrawn after it ended, and that the failure to occupy cities put them at a major disadvantage in achieving security and order throughout the country when local support failed to meet expectations.

The invasion was swift, leading to the collapse of the Iraqi government and the military of Iraq[image: External link] in about three weeks. The oil infrastructure of Iraq was rapidly seized and secured with limited damage in that time. Securing the oil infrastructure was considered of great importance. In the Gulf War, while retreating from Kuwait, the Iraqi army had set many oil wells on fire[image: External link] in an attempt to disguise troop movements and to distract Coalition forces. Before the 2003 invasion, Iraqi forces had mined some 400 oil wells around Basra[image: External link] and the Al-Faw peninsula[image: External link] with explosives. Coalition troops launched an air and amphibious assault[image: External link] on the Al-Faw peninsula[image: External link] during the closing hours of 19 March to secure the oil fields there; the amphibious assault was supported by warships of the Royal Navy[image: External link], Polish Navy[image: External link], and Royal Australian Navy[image: External link].

In the meantime, Royal Air Force Tornados from 9 and 617 Squadrons attacked the radar defence systems protecting Baghdad, but lost a Tornado on 22 March along with the pilot and navigator (Flight Lieutenant Kevin Main and Flight Lieutenant Dave Williams), shot down by an American Patriot missile as they returned to their airbase in Kuwait.[144] On 1 April, an F-14 from USS Kitty Hawk crashed in southern Iraq reportedly due to engine failure,[145] and a S-3B Viking plunged off the deck of the USS Constellation after a malfunction and an AV-8B Harrier jump jet went into the Gulf while it was trying to land on the USS Nassau.[146]

British 3 Commando Brigade[image: External link], with the United States Marine Corps[image: External link]' 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit[image: External link] and the Polish[image: External link] Special Forces unit GROM[image: External link] attached, attacked the port of Umm Qasr[image: External link]. There they met with heavy resistance by Iraqi troops. A total of 14 Coalition troops and 30–40 Iraqi troops were killed, and 450 Iraqis taken prisoner. The British Army[image: External link]'s 16 Air Assault Brigade[image: External link] also secured the oil fields in southern Iraq in places like Rumaila[image: External link] while the Polish commandos captured offshore oil platforms near the port, preventing their destruction. Despite the rapid advance of the invasion forces, some 44 oil wells were destroyed and set ablaze by Iraqi explosives or by incidental fire. However, the wells were quickly capped and the fires put out, preventing the ecological damage and loss of oil production capacity that had occurred at the end of the Gulf War.

In keeping with the rapid advance plan, the U.S. 3rd Infantry Division[image: External link] moved westward and then northward through the western desert toward Baghdad, while the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force[image: External link] moved along Highway 1 through the center of the country, and 1 (UK) Armoured Division[image: External link] moved northward through the eastern marshland.

During the first week of the war, Iraqi forces fired a Scud[image: External link] missile at the American Battlefield Update Assessment center in Camp Doha[image: External link], Kuwait. The missile was intercepted and shot down by a Patriot missile[image: External link] seconds before hitting the complex. Subsequently, two A-10 Warthogs[image: External link] bombed the missile launcher.
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 Battle of Nasiriyah




Main article: Battle of Nasiriyah[image: External link]


Initially, the 1st Marine Division (United States)[image: External link] fought through the Rumaila oil fields[image: External link], and moved north to Nasiriyah[image: External link]—a moderate-sized, Shi'ite-dominated city with important strategic significance as a major road junction and its proximity to nearby Talil Airfield[image: External link]. It was also situated near a number of strategically important bridges over the Euphrates River[image: External link]. The city was defended by a mix of regular Iraqi army units, Ba'ath loyalists, and Fedayeen from both Iraq and abroad. The United States Army 3rd Infantry Division defeated Iraqi forces entrenched in and around the airfield and bypassed the city to the west.

On 23 March, a convoy from the 3rd Infantry Division, including the female American soldiers Jessica Lynch[image: External link], Shoshana Johnson[image: External link], and Lori Piestewa[image: External link], was ambushed after taking a wrong turn into the city. Eleven U.S. soldiers were killed, and seven, including Lynch and Piestewa, were captured.[147] Piestewa died of wounds shortly after capture, while the remaining five prisoners of war were later rescued. Piestewa, who was from Tuba City[image: External link], Arizona[image: External link], and an enrolled member of the Hopi[image: External link] Tribe, was believed to have been the first Native American[image: External link] woman killed in combat in a foreign war.[148] On the same day, U.S Marines from the Second Marine Division entered Nasiriyah in force, facing heavy resistance as they moved to secure two major bridges in the city. Several Marines were killed during a firefight with Fedayeen[image: External link] in the urban fighting. At the Saddam Canal, another 18 Marines were killed in heavy fighting with Iraqi soldiers. An Air Force A-10[image: External link] was involved in a case of friendly fire[image: External link] that resulted in the death of six Marines when it accidentally attacked an American amphibious vehicle. Two other vehicles were destroyed when a barrage of RPG and small arms fire killed most of the Marines inside.[149] A Marine from Marine Air Control Group 28[image: External link] was killed by enemy fire, and two Marine engineers drowned in the Saddam Canal. The bridges were secured and the Second Marine division set up a perimeter around the city.

On the evening of 24 March, the 2nd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion[image: External link], which was attached to Regimental Combat Team One (RCT-1)[image: External link], pushed through Nasiriyah and established a perimeter 15 kilometers (9.3 miles) north of the city. Iraqi reinforcements from Kut[image: External link] launched several counterattacks. The Marines managed to repel them using indirect fire and close air support. The last Iraqi attack was beaten off at dawn. The battalion estimated that 200–300 Iraqi soldiers were killed, without a single U.S. casualty. Nasiriyah was declared secure, but attacks by Iraqi Fedayeen continued. These attacks were uncoordinated, and resulted in firefights in which large numbers of Fedayeen were killed. Because of Nasiriyah's strategic position as a road junction, significant gridlock occurred as U.S. forces moving north converged on the city's surrounding highways.

With the Nasiriyah and Talil Airfields secured, Coalition forces gained an important logistical center in southern Iraq and established FOB/EAF Jalibah, some 10 miles (16 km) outside of Nasiriyah. Additional troops and supplies were soon brought through this forward operating base. The 101st Airborne Division[image: External link] continued its attack north in support of the 3rd Infantry Division.

By 28 March, a severe sand storm slowed the Coalition advance as the 3rd Infantry Division halted its northward drive halfway between Najaf and Karbala. Air operations by helicopters, poised to bring reinforcements from the 101st Airborne, were blocked for three days. There was particularly heavy fighting in and around the bridge near the town of Kufl.
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 Battle of Najaf




Main article: Battle of Najaf (2003)[image: External link]


Another fierce battle was at Najaf[image: External link], where U.S. airborne and armored units with British air support fought an intense battle with Iraqi Regulars, Republican Guard units, and paramilitary forces. It started with U.S. AH-64 Apache[image: External link] helicopter gunships setting out on a mission to attack Republican Guard armored units; while flying low the Apaches came under heavy anti-aircraft, small arms, and RPG fire which heavily damaged many helicopters and shot one down, frustrating the attack.[150] They attacked again successfully on 26 March, this time after a pre-mission artillery barrage and with support from F/A-18 Hornet[image: External link] jets, with no gunships lost.[151]

The 1st Brigade Combat Team's air defense battery moved in and after heavy fighting with entrenched Iraqi Fedayeen seized a strategic bridge in Najaf, known as "Objective Jenkins". They then came under fierce counterattacks by Iraqi forces and Fedayeen, who failed to dislodge U.S. forces from their positions. After 36 hours of combat at the bridge at Najaf, the Iraqis were defeated, and the key bridge was secured, isolating Najaf from the north.[152]

The 101st Airborne Division[image: External link] on 29 March, supported by a battalion from the 1st Armored Division[image: External link], attacked Iraqi forces in the southern part of the city, near the Imam Ali Mosque[image: External link] and captured Najaf's airfield.[153] Four Americans were killed by a suicide bomber[image: External link]. On 31 March the 101st made a reconnaissance-in-force into Najaf. On 1 April elements of the 70th Armored Regiment[image: External link] launched a "Thunder Run", an armored thrust through Najaf's city center, and after several days of heavy fighting and with air support were able to defeat the Iraqi forces, securing the city by 4 April.[154]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Battle of Basra




Main article: Battle of Basra (2003)[image: External link]


The Iraqi port city of Umm Qasr[image: External link] was the first British obstacle. A joint Polish-British-American force ran into unexpectedly stiff resistance, and it took several days to clear the Iraqi forces out. Farther north, the British 7 Armoured Brigade[image: External link] ("The Desert Rats"), fought their way into Iraq's second-largest city, Basra[image: External link], on 6 April, coming under constant attack by regulars and Fedayeen, while 3rd Battalion, The Parachute Regiment[image: External link] cleared the 'old quarter' of the city that was inaccessible to vehicles. Entering Basra was achieved after two weeks of fierce fighting, which included the biggest tank battle by British forces since World War II when the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards[image: External link] destroyed 14 Iraqi tanks on 27 March. A few members of D Squadron, British SAS, were deployed to southern Iraq to support the coalition advance on Basra, the team infiltrated the city and brought in strikes on the Ba'athist loyalist leadership.[155]

Elements of 1 (UK) Armoured Division[image: External link] began to advance north towards U.S. positions around Al Amarah[image: External link] on 9 April. Pre-existing electrical and water shortages continued throughout the conflict and looting began as Iraqi forces collapsed. While Coalition forces began working with local Iraqi Police to enforce order, a joint team composed of Royal Engineers[image: External link] and the Royal Logistic Corps[image: External link] of the British Army rapidly set up and repaired dockyard facilities to allow humanitarian aid to begin to arrive from ships arriving in the port city of Umm Qasr[image: External link].

After a rapid initial advance, the first major pause occurred near Karbala[image: External link]. There, U.S. Army elements met resistance from Iraqi troops defending cities and key bridges along the Euphrates River. These forces threatened to interdict supply routes as American forces moved north. Eventually, troops from the 101st Airborne Division of the U.S Army secured the cities of Najaf and Karbala to prevent any Iraqi counterattacks on the 3rd Infantry Division's lines of communication as the division pressed its advance toward Baghdad.

A total of 11 British soldiers were killed, while 395–515 Iraqi soldiers, irregulars, and Fedayeen were killed.
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 Battle of Karbala




Main article: Battle of Karbala (2003)[image: External link]


The Karbala Gap was a 20–25-mile wide strip of land with the Euphrates River to the east and Lake Razazah[image: External link] to the west. This strip of land was recognized by Iraqi commanders as a key approach to Baghdad, and was defended by some of the best units of the Iraqi Republican Guard[image: External link]. The Iraqi high command had originally positioned two Republican Guard[image: External link] divisions blocking the Karbala Gap.[156] Here these forces suffered heavy Coalition air attacks. However, the Coalition had since the beginning of March been conducting a strategic deception operation to convince the Iraqis that the U.S. 4th Infantry Division[image: External link] would be mounting a major assault into northern Iraq from Turkey.[157]

This deception plan worked, and on 2 April Saddam's son Qusay Hussein[image: External link] declared that the American invasion from the south was a feint and ordered troops to be re-deployed from the Karbala front to the north of Baghdad. Lt. Gen. Raad al-Hamdani, who was in command of the Karbala region, protested this and argued that unless reinforcements were rushed to the Karbala gap immediately to prevent a breach, U.S. forces would reach Baghdad within 48 hours, but his suggestions fell on deaf ears. American troops rushed through the gap and reached the Euphrates River at the town of Musayib. At Musayib, U.S. troops crossed the Euphrates in boats and seized the vital al-Kaed bridge across the Euphrates after Iraqi demolitions teams had failed to destroy it in time.

The 10th Armored Brigade from the Medina Division and the 22nd Armored Brigade from the Nebuchadnezzar Division, supported by artillery, launched night attacks against the U.S. bridgehead at Musayib. The attack was repulsed using tank fire and massed artillery rockets[image: External link], destroying or disabling every Iraqi tank in the assault. The next morning, Coalition aircraft and helicopters fired on the Republican Guard units, destroying many more vehicles as well as communications infrastructure. The Republican Guard units broke under the massive firepower and the U.S. forces poured through the gap and onward to Baghdad.
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 Special operations
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 Initial infiltration




B Squadron, Delta Force[image: External link] (known as "Wolverines,") accompanied by several Air Force Special Tactics teams, a Delta intelligence and targeting cell, several military working dog teams and two Iraqi--American interpreters, was the first US SOF unit to enter western Iraq, crossing the border from Ar'ar[image: External link] in 15 customised Pinzgauer[image: External link] 6x6 Special Operations Vehicles and several armed Toyota Hilux pick up trucks. As part of Task Force 20, their formal role was to conduct selected high-priority SSE[image: External link] on suspected chemical weapon facilities before heading for the Haditha Dam complex. Along the way, Delta supported the seizure of H-3 Air Base and also conducted numerous deception operations to confuse the Iraqis as to the disposition of Coalition forces in west.[158]
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 Operation Row and Falconer




On 18 March 2003, B and D Squadrons of the British 22nd SAS Regiment[image: External link] infiltrated Iraq (D Squadron by air and B Squadron by ground) along with 1 Squadron Australian SASR[image: External link] and headed for H-2[image: External link] and H-3 Air Base[image: External link]. They set up observation posts and called in airstrikes that defeated the Iraqi defenders, the combined British and Australian Squadrons took H-2 virtually unopposed, H-3 was secured on 25 March with the assistance of members of Delta Force and by Green Beret ODAs from Bravo company, 1st Battalion 5th SFG, a company of Rangers and Royal Marines from 45 Commando[image: External link] flew from Jordan to the bases. Handing the base over to them, the SAS teams moved to the next objective - the intersection of the two main highways linking Baghdad with Syria and Jordan.[159][160]

In northern Iraq in early March, a small reconnaissance team from M Squadron of the British Special Boat Service[image: External link] mounted on Honda ATVs inserted into Iraq from Jordan, its first mission was to conduct reconnaissance of an Iraqi air base at al-Sahara. The team was compromised by an anti-special forces Fedayeen unit and barely escaped thanks to a U.S. F-15E that flew air cover for the team and the bravery of an RAF Chinook that extracted the team under the Fedayeen's 'noses'. A second larger SBS operation was launched by M Squadron in full strength in a mix of land rovers and ATVs into northern Iraq from H-2 airbase, the objective was to locate, make contact and take the surrender of the Iraqi 5th Army Corps somewhere past Tikrit and to survey and mark viable temporary landing zones for follow-on forces. However the Squadron was compromised by a goat herder; the SBS drove for several days whilst unknown to them anti-special forces Fedayeen units followed them. At an overnight position near Mosul, the Fedayeen ambushed the Squadron with DShK heavy machine guns and RPGs, the SBS returned fire and began taking fire from a T-72[image: External link], the Squadron scattered and escaped the well-constructed trap. A number of Land Rovers became bogged down in a nearby wadi, so they mined the vehicles and abandoned them - though several did not detonate and were captured and exhibited on Iraqi television. The SBS was now in three distinct groups: one with several operational Land Rovers was being pursued by the Iraqi hunter force, a second mainly equipped with ATVs was hunkered down and trying to arrange extraction, the third with just 2 operators on an ATV raced for the Syrian border. The first group tried to call in coalition strike aircraft but the aircraft couldn't identify friendly forces because the SBS were not equipped with infra-red strobes - although their vehicles did have Blue Force Tracker units, they eventually made it to an emergency rendezvous point and were extracted by a RAF Chinook. The second group was also extracted by an RAF Chinook and the third group made it to Syria and was held there until their release was negotiated, there were no SBS casualties.[161]
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 Operation Viking Hammer




In the early hours of 21 March 2003, as part of Operation Viking Hammer[image: External link], a total of 64 Tomahawk cruise missiles[image: External link] struck the Ansar al-Islam[image: External link] camp and the surrounding sites, the terrorists group - numbering around 700 - had inhabited a valley near Halabja[image: External link] Iraqi Kurdistan, along with a small Kurdish splinter faction[image: External link]; they had prepared a number of defensive positions including anti-aircraft machine guns and maintained a facility, that US intelligence suspected, at which chemical and biological agents may have been developed and stored for future terrorist attacks. Viking Hammer was set to begin on 21 March, however the ground component of the operation was set back several days owing to the issues around infiltrating the majority of the 3rd Battalion 10th SFG into Iraq.[162] The Islamic Group of Kurdistan surrendered after having suffered 100 men killed in the 21 March strikes.[163]

On 28 March 2003, the ground element of Operation Viking Hammer was finally launched with a six-pronged advance, each prong was composed of several ODAs from 3rd Battalion, 10th SFG and upwards of 1,000 Kurdish Peshmerga fighters. The main advance set off towards Sargat - the location of the suspected chemical and biological weapons site; the force was soon pinned down by DShK heavy machine gun fire from the surrounding hills. A pair of US Navy[image: External link] F/A-18s[image: External link] responded to an urgent CAS[image: External link] request from the force and dropped two 500lb JDAMs[image: External link] on the Ansar al-Islam machine gun nests and strafed the positions with 20mm cannon before departing due to being low on fuel. The advance began again only to be halted once more by fire from prepared DShK and PKM machine gun nests, Green Berets from ODA 081 deployed a Mk 19 grenade launcher[image: External link] from the back of a Toyota Tacoma[image: External link] and suppressed the gun positions allowing the Peshmerga to assault and wipe out the terrorists. After capturing the town of Gulp, the force continued onto the village of Sargat; the village was heavily defended by fortified fighting positions mounting DShKs and mortars along with several BM-21 Grad[image: External link]. Unable to call in airstrikes due to the close proximity of the Peshmerga, a Green Beret sergeant used a dismounted M2 HMG[image: External link] to suppress the entrenched terrorists, his actions allowed the Peshmerga to bring forward their own 82mm Mortars and Grads which forced the Ansar al-Islam fighters to retreat. Task Force Viking advanced to secure the Daramar Gorge - which was surrounded by caves in the rock walls – the Peshmerga were again engaged by small arms fire and RPGs which it and the ODAs returned fire with heavy weapons, however it became obvious that they couldn't advance any further without air support. To dislodge the terrorists, the Combat Controllers[image: External link] attached to the ODAs vectored in US Navy F/A-18s which dropped six 500lb JDAMs that shut down any further resistance. During the night, four AC-130 gunships[image: External link] maintained the pressure on the retreating Ansar al-Islam terrorists as they pulled back toward the Iranian border; the next day, Task Force Viking seized the high ground and pushed down through the valley - surrounding and killing small pockets of remnants from Ansar al-Islam. With their objectives completed 3rd Battalion and their Peshmerga returned to the green line to assist the push on Kirkuk and Mosul. A specialist SSE[image: External link] team was brought in to document the find at Sargat, the team recovered traces of several chemicals including Ricin[image: External link] along with stocks of NBC protective suits[image: External link], atropine injectors and Arabic manuals on chemical weapons and IED[image: External link] construction. Estimates of Ansar al-Islam dead number over 300, many of them foreign fighters, whilst only 22 Peshmerga fighters were killed.[164]
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 Special operations in southern Iraq




On 21 March, ODA 554 of Charlie Company, 2nd Battalion 5th SFG[image: External link] crossed the border with the United States Marines to support the seizure of the Rumaylah oilfields which was later secured by UK forces; half the team later drove to the outskirts of Basra and successfully picked up four Iraqi oil industry technicians who had been recruited by the CIA to assist in safeguarding the oilfields from destruction, they later rejoined the other half of the team and fought roving bands of Fedayeen. The ODAs next mission was to work with a CIA-recruited Sheikh and assist British forces in identifying targets around Basra. The ODA soon established an informant network, they eventually assisted the British in rounding up some 170 Fedayeen in the city; they were eventually replaced by members of G Squadron 22nd SAS Regiment.[165]
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 Special operations in northern Iraq




Also In the North, the 10th Special Forces Group[image: External link] (10th SFG) and CIA paramilitary officers from their Special Activities Division[image: External link] had the mission of aiding the Kurdish parties, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan[image: External link] and the Kurdistan Democratic Party[image: External link], de facto rulers of Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link] since 1991, and employing them against the 13 Iraqi Divisions located near Kirkuk and Mosul.[166][167] Turkey[image: External link] had officially prohibited any Coalition troops from using their bases or airspace, so lead elements of the 10th SFG had to make a detour infiltration; their flight was supposed to take four hours but instead took ten.[167] On 22 March 2003, the majority of 2nd and 3rd battalion 10th SFG from Task Force Viking flew from their forward staging area in Constanta[image: External link], Romania to a location near Irbil[image: External link] aboard six MC-130H Combat Talons[image: External link], several were engaged by Iraqi air defences on the flight into northern Iraq (one was sufficiently damaged enough that it was forced to make an emergency landing at Incirlik Air Base). The initial lift had deployed a total of 19 Green Beret ODAs and four ODBs into Northern Iraq.[168] Hours after the first of such flights, Turkey did allow the use of its air space and the rest of the 10th SFG infiltrated in. The preliminary mission was to destroy the base of the Kurdish terrorist group Ansar al-Islam[image: External link], believed to be linked to al-Qaeda. Concurrent and follow-on missions involved attacking and fixing Iraqi forces in the north, thus preventing their deployment to the southern front and the main effort of the invasion.[167] Eventually Task Force Viking would number 51 ODAs and ODBs alongside some 60,000 Kurdish Peshmerga militia of the PUK (Patriotic Union of Kurdistan).[169]

On 26 March 2003, the 173rd Airborne Brigade[image: External link] augmented the invasion's northern front by parachuting into northern Iraq onto Bashur Airfield, controlled at the time by elements of 10th SFG and Kurdish peshmerga. The fall of Kirkuk on 10 April 2003 to the 10th SFG, CIA Paramilitary Teams and Kurdish peshmerga precipitated the 173rd's planned assault, preventing the unit's involvement in combat against Iraqi forces during the invasion.[170]

Following the Battle of Haditha Dam, Delta Force handed the dam over to the Rangers and headed north to conduct ambushes along the highway above Tikrit, tying up Iraqi forces in the region and attempting to capture fleeing high-value targets trying to escape to Syria.[171]

On 2 April, Delta were engaged by half a dozen armed technicals from the same anti-special forces Fedayeen that had previously fought the SBS, two Delta operators were wounded (one serious), the squadron requested an urgent aero medical evacuation and immediate close-air support as a company of truck-borne Iraqi reinforcements arrived. Two MH-60K Blackhawks carrying a para jumper medical team and two MH-60L DAPs of the 160th SOAR responded and engaged the Iraqis, which allowed the Delta operators to move their casualties to an emergency HLZ and they were medevaced to H-1 escorted by a pair of A-10As, however MSG[image: External link] George Fernandez died. The DAPs stayed on station and continued to engage the Iraqis, destroying a truck carrying a mortar and several infantry squads, whilst Delta snipers killed Iraqi infantryman firing on the DAPs, another pair of A-10As arrived and dropped airburst 500lb bombs within 20m of Delta positions and killed a large number of Iraqi infantry gathering in a wadi. The DAPs engaged spotted several Iraqi units and engaged them until they were dangerously low on fuel.[172]

Task Force Viking launched an operation to seize the town of Ayn Sifni, the town was strategically important because it straddles the main highway into Mosul[image: External link], once the town fell, it would be clear for the coalition to advance on Mosul. ODAs from the 3rd and 10th SFG called in airstrikes on the Iraqi garrisons in and around the town, causing many of the Iraqi conscripts to flee, by 5 April 2003, there appeared to be only two Iraqi platoons left in the town. On 6 April, ODAs 051, 055 and 056 assaulted the town – ODAs 055 and 056 provided fire support along with Peshmerga heavy weapons teams, whilst ODA 51 made the actual assault on the town. As ODA 51 cautiously advanced on the village, it came under intense fire - the two platoons of Iraqis turned out to be closer to battalion strength and equipped with heavy weapons like 82mm mortars, antiaircraft guns and an artillery piece. After 4 hours of F/A-18 airstrikes and constant heavy weapons fire from ODA 055 and 056, the assault force entered Ayn Sifni; soon afterwards, Iraqi infantry counterattacked, supported by several mortars, attempting to retake the town, but it was beaten back by ODA 51 and the Kurds.[173]

On 6 April 2003, ODA 391 and ODA 392 from the 3rd SFG and ODA 044 from 10th SFG with about 150 Kurdish fighters were the main force involved in the Battle of Debecka Pass[image: External link].[174]

On 9 April, nine ODAs from FOB 103 encircled Kirkuk[image: External link] after fierce fighting to capture the ridges overlooking the approaches to the city, the earlier capture of the nearby city of Tuz[image: External link] had largely broken the will of the Iraqi Army and only the Fedayeen remained in Kirkuk, the first ODA units entered the city the next day, a week later the 173rd Airborne took over responsibility for the city, after some minor skirmishes the Fedayeen fled.[175] Staging out of MSS Grizzly, Delta mounted operations to interdict Ba'ath Party HVTs on Highway 1 (Highway 2 and 4 in western Iraq had been secured by British SAS and Australian SAS teams), on 9 April, the combined team seized an airfield near Tikrit.[176]

The successful occupation of Kirkuk came as a result of approximately two weeks of fighting that included the Battle of the Green Line (the unofficial border of the Kurdish autonomous zone) and the subsequent Battle of Kani Domlan Ridge (the ridgeline running northwest to southeast of Kirkuk), the latter fought exclusively by 3rd Battalion, 10th SFG and Kurdish peshmerga against the Iraqi I Corps. The 173rd Brigade would eventually take responsibility for Kirkuk days later, becoming involved in the counterinsurgency fight and remain there until redeploying a year later.[170]

On 11 April an advanced element from FOB 102 numbering no more than 30 Green Berets advanced into Mosul, the advanced had followed several days of heavy airstrikes on three Iraqi divisions defending Mosul; on 13 April, 3rd Battalion 3rd SFG and a battalion from the 10th Mountain Division[image: External link] were ordered to Mosul to relieve the 10th SFG and their Peshmerga allies.[177] Further reinforcing operations in Northern Iraq, the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit[image: External link] (Special Operations Capable), serving as Landing Force Sixth Fleet, deployed in April to Erbil and subsequently Mosul via Marine KC-130[image: External link] flights.[178] The 26 MEU (SOC) maintained security of the Mosul airfield and surrounding area until relief by the 101st Airborne Division.[179]
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 Battle of Haditha Dam




On 24 March 2003, Rangers from 3rd Battalion[image: External link], 75th Ranger Regiment[image: External link], conducted a combat parachute drop onto H-1 Air Base[image: External link], securing the site as a staging area for operations in the west. Delta Force recce operators drove through Iraqi lines around the Haditha Dam[image: External link] on customised ATVs, marking targets for Coalition airstrikes resulting in the eventual destruction of a large number of Iraqi armoured vehicles and antiaircraft systems. Delta's reconnaissance of the dam indicated that a larger force would be needed to seize it, so a request was made and approved for a second Delta squadron from Fort Bragg to be dispatched with a further Ranger battalion, along with M1A1 Abrams tanks from C Company, 2nd Battalion 70th Armor[image: External link]. C-17 flew the company from Talil to H-1 and then to MSS (Mission Support Site) Grizzly - a desert strip established by Delta Force located between Haditha and Tikrit; C Squadron, Delta Force was flown directly to MSS Grizzly.[158]

On 1 April, C squadron, Delta Force and 3/75th Ranger Regiment conducted a night-time ground assault in their Pinzgauers[image: External link] and GMVs against the Haditha Dam complex. Three platoons of Rangers seized the dams' administrative buildings with little initial opposition, while a pair of AH-6M Six Guns orbited overhead, soon after daybreak, a Ranger sniper shot and killed 3 Iraqis carrying RPGs on the western side of the dam and Rangers on the eastern side engaged a truck carrying infantry, which led to an hour-long contract. South of the dam, another Ranger platoon was securing the dam's power station and electricity transformer against sabotage, another platoon was occupied establishing blocking positions on the main road into the dam complex. The blocking positions came under the sporadic mortar fire, resulting in the AH-6Ms flying multiple gun runs to silence the mortar positions, another mortar team, firing from a small island was engaged and silenced by a Ranger Javelin team. For five days, Iraqi forces continued to harass the Rangers at the dam, principally with episodic artillery and mortar fire along with several infantry counterattacks against the blocking positions; the HIMARS[image: External link] rocket system saw its first combat deployment at the dam – firing counter-battery missions, 3 Rangers were killed on 3 April by a VBIED[image: External link] at the blocking positions, the car was driven by a pregnant Iraqi woman acting distressed and asking for water. Rangers captured an Iraqi forward observer dressed as a civilian after sinking his kayak with .50cal fire, the observer had maps of the Rangers positions.[180]
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 Objective Beaver




Intelligence indicated that chemical and biological weapons stocks may have been located at a complex known as al Qadisiyah Research Centre along the shore of the al Qadisiyah reservoir[image: External link] among government and residential buildings, on the evening of 26 March, a DEVGRU[image: External link] assault element supported by B Company, 2nd Battalion[image: External link], 75th Ranger Regiment assaulted the complex (codenamed Objective Beaver). Whilst the first of four MH-60Ks inserted the Rangers into their blocking positions, it was engaged by small arms fire from a nearby building, an AH-6M spotted the muzzle flashes and fired a 2.75inch rocket into the location silencing the small arms fire, the second MH-60K was also struck by small arms fire but its door gunner suppressed it. A-10As engaged nearby electricity transformers successfully blacking out the area, but it resulted in a series of explosions and a resulting fire at the stations that dramatically lit the sky – pinpointing the orbiting helicopters from enemy gunmen. Small arms fire increased as the final two MH-60Ks inserted their blocking teams, one Ranger was wounded, the two pairs of AH-6Ms and MH-60L DAPs supporting the mission continued to suppress targets as the four MH-47Es carrying the DEVGRU main assault force inserted under heavy enemy small arms fire whilst DEVGRU sniper teams aboard a pair of MH-6Ms engaged numerous gunmen and vehicles, one Nightstalker crew was wounded as the MH-47Es lifted off. The SEALs conducted a hasty SSE while the Ranger blocking positions received and returned fire, the AH-6Ms and the aerial snipers continued to engage enemy gunmen whilst the DAPs pushed further out to ensure no reinforcements approached - engaging and destroying numerous Fedayeen armed technicals. The SSE took longer than expected owing to the size and maze-like structure of the building, the mission completed after 45 minutes, later tests of the material recovered by DEVGRU showed no evidence of chemical or biological weapons at the Objective Beaver.[181]
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 Operations in western Iraq




Bravo and Charlie companies of 1st Battalion 5th SFG[image: External link] crossed the Kuwait border at H-Hour with ODA 531 using breaching demolition charges to clear a path through the sand berms. Charlie company's seven ODAs in 35 vehicles took the southeastern operation box of the western desert heading towards the towns of Nukyab[image: External link], Habbariya and Mudyasis, ODA 534 split off to head for the area surrounding Nukyab serching for mobile SCUB-B TEL launch sites. Bravo company set out for the central town of Ar Rutba[image: External link] and H-3 Air Base[image: External link] with six ODAs and a support ODB (Operational Detachment Bravo). ODAs 523 and 524 searched a suspected Scud-B storage facility while ODAs 521 and 525 were tasked with clearing several abandoned airfields, with no sign of Scud launchers, ODA 525 deployed a Special Reconnaissance team to conduct pattern of life surveillance on the town of Ar Rutba. A two-man team called in a pair of nearby F-16C Fighting Falcons to destroy an Iraqi Army radio direction-finding facility they had identified. A second reconnaissance team from ODA 525 deployed to cover the two highways leading to Ar Rutbah, however as the team was compromised by roving Bedouins who informed the Iraqi Army garrison at Ar Rutbah of the teams presence and location, armed Iraqi technicals crewed by the Fedayeen drove out to search for them, so the Green Berets mounted their GMVs, left their hide and found a position to ambush the Fedayeen, under the weight of fire the Fedayeen retreated. ODA 525 attempted to link up with the two-man reconnaissance team and extract it to safety but large numbers of Iraqi vehicles began driving out of the town to them, the ODAs called in immediate air support. whilst waiting, the reconnaissance team fired on the Fedayeen leaders with their suppressed MK12 sniper rifle and contacted ODA 521 (whom were clearing suspected east of the town) and they reinforced ODA 525. Within minutes, F-16Cs arrived and engaged the Fedayeen vehicles, another Fedayeen convoy attempted to outflank ODA 525 but ran into the guns of ODA 524, after 4 hours of constant and punishing airstrikes on the encircling Fedayeen, eight GMVs of ODA 521 and 525 managed to extract the exposed reconnaissance team under the cover of a B-1B strategic bomber, the vehicles withdrew to ODB 520s staging area south of Ar Rutbah. Over 100 Fedayeen fighters were killed and four armed technicals were destroyed. To the west ODA 523 reinforced ODA 524, but ran into a pair of armed technicals on the highway, both were destroyed by the GMVs, the Green Berets ceased fire when a civilian station wagon full of Iraqi children drove into the middle of the firefight. ODA 522 also identified two Fedayeen armed technicals proceeding down the highway toward ODA 523, they set an ambush for them, destroying the vehicles and killing 15 Fedayeen.[182]

The strategic intent of the US Army Special Forces ODAs had been to shutdown the main supply routes and deny access around Ar Rutbah and the strategically important H-3 airbase, which was defended by a battalion of Iraqi troops and significant numbers of mobile and static anti aircraft guns. On 24 March 2003, the surrounding ODAs supported by Task Force 7 (British Special Air Service[image: External link]) and Task Force 64 (Australian Special Air Service Regiment) called in constant 24 hours of precision airstrikes on H-3 using SOFLAM target designators, the aerial bombardment forced the Iraqi military vehicles to leave the base and headed towards Baghdad. ODA 521 over watching the highway they were travelling on ambushed the convoy destroying a truck mounted ZU-23[image: External link], the convoy was thrown into disarray, a sandstorm prevented the ODA calling in airstrikes and the convoy scattered into the desert. Bravo company 5th SFG and the coalition SOF secured the airfield, finding a Roland surface-to-air missile system[image: External link], around 80 assorted anti aircraft cannon guns including ZSU-23-4 Shilka[image: External link], SA-7 grail handheld SAMs[image: External link] and an enormous amount of ammunition. H-3 was established as an Advanced Operating Base for Bravo company, with supplies delivered by C-130s and MH-47Es; ODA 581 vehicle checkpoitn amnaged to capture the Iraqi general in command of H-3 as he was trying to escape in civilian attire, he was secured and flown by an unmarked CIA SAD Air Branch Little Brid on 28 March for further interrogation. Additionally, ODA 523 discovered what may have been chemical weapons samples in a laboratory on the grounds of H-3.[183]

Bravo company turned its attention to Ar Rutbah, signals intercepts by SOT-A (Support Operations Team - Alpha) and an informer network among the Bedouins as well as inhabitants of the town indicated that around 800 Fedayeen remained in the town; Fedayeen patrols from the town were engaged by surrounding Green Berets and captured. ODAs guided in precision airstrikes on Fedayeen anti aircraft guns on the outskirts of the town and on top of the airstrikes, they also struck large groups of Fedayeen militia with Javelin missiles. On 9 April, nine ODAs secured the main roads into the town an commenced a day of near continuous final airstrikes from fix-wing aircraft and Apache helicopters. Civilians from the town approached the Green Berets asking them to stop the bombing, the Green Berets struck a deal with the civilians and they entered the town the next day. A B-52 and 2 F-16Cs flew show of force flights over the town as the Green Berets entered, the Fedayeen blended in with the population. Within days, the Green Berets helped the town to elect a mayor and set up markets, get sixty percent of the electricity grid working and repair water supplies. ODA 521 and 525 continued to operate in the region, stopping several trucks carrying foreign fighters, they disarmed them, took their details and warned them not to come back before sending them to Syria; in late May, the teams were replaced by the 3rd Armoured Cavalry Regiment[image: External link].[184]
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 Other special operations




The 2nd Battalion[image: External link] of the U.S. 5th Special Forces Group[image: External link], United States Army Special Forces[image: External link] (Green Berets) conducted reconnaissance in the cities of Basra[image: External link], Karbala[image: External link] and various other locations.[185]

After Sargat was taken, Bravo Company, 3rd Battalion, 10th SFG and CIA paramilitary officers along with their Kurdish allies pushed south towards Tikrit[image: External link] and the surrounding towns of Northern Iraq.[186] Previously, during the Battle of the Green Line, Bravo Company, 3/10 with their Kurdish allies pushed back, destroyed, or routed the 13th Iraqi Infantry Division.[187] The same company took Tikrit. Iraq was the largest deployment of the U.S. Special Forces since Vietnam[image: External link].[188]

ODA 563 worked in support of the US Marines around Al Diwaniyah[image: External link] with local Sheikhs and their militias supported by AV-8Bs and F/A-18s; managing to capture the city of Qwam al Hamza. The following day ODA 563, their local Sheikh and his militia and a small Force Recon team captured the bridge leading to Diwaniyah and the militia attacked Iraqi positions over the bridge, forcing the Iraqi army and Fedayeen to flee toward Baghdad whilst being harassed by Marine Corps aircraft.[189]
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 Jessica Lynch rescue






	This section should include only a brief summary of Jessica Lynch[image: External link]. See Wikipedia:Summary style[image: External link] for information on how to properly incorporate it into this article's main text. (December 2016)




Private first class[image: External link] Jessica Lynch[image: External link] of the 507th Maintenance Company[image: External link] was seriously injured and captured after her convoy was ambushed by Iraqi forces during the Battle of Nasiriyah. Initial intelligence that led to her rescue was provided by an informant who approached ODA 553 when it was working in Nasiriyah, the intelligence was passed on and Task Force 20 planned a rescue mission. Launching from the recently captured airfield at Talil, the rescue force consisted of 290 Rangers from 1st[image: External link] and 2nd battalion[image: External link], 75th Ranger Regiment, around 60 SEALs from DEVGRU[image: External link] along with Para Rescue Jumpers[image: External link] and Combat Controllers from the 24th Special Tactics Squadron[image: External link] conventional Marines from Task Force Tarawa then currently fighting through the city and aviators from the Army, Marines and Air Force. The plan called for Task Force Tarawa to conduct a deception mission by seizing the bridges across the Euphrates to draw attention away from the hospital Lynch was held at, an airstrike by US Marine AV-8 Harriers would be conducted against one of the bridges to confuse the opposition further and US Marine AH-1W Cobras were tasked to fly over the area to conceal the sound of incoming SOF helicopters. Air cover as provided by an AC-130 Spectre and a Marine EA-6 Prowler to jam any enemy SAM systems that might be present. With the deception mission underway, the SEAL and select Ranger elements would be inserted by MH-60K Blackhawks and four MH-6 Little Birds, supported by four AH-6 attack helicopters and two MH-60L DAPs, the other Rangers would be flown in by Marine CH-46s and CH-53 transport helicopters to establish a cordon around the hospital grounds. The main assault force of SEALs would arrive by a ground convoy of AGMS Pandur[image: External link] forearmed vehicles and GMV trucks whilst the hostage rescue element landed directly on the objective in MH-6 Little Birds.[190]

At 0100 on 1 April 2003, the Marines commenced their deception mission, CIA elements cut the city's power as the helicopters approached their objective, the AH-6s led the way, behind them the MH-6s dropped off Task Force 20 sniper teams at strategic locations around and on the hospital. The DAPs and the AH-6s covered the MH-60Ks as they dropped off assault teams on the hospital roof and another by the front door, the ground assault convoy arrived and the assaulters raced inside and onto the second floor where Lynch was located. 13 minutes later, a MH-60K touched down near the hospital entrance with a team of PJs and SOAR medics on board and transported Lynch to Talil where it rendezvoused with a standby medical flight and then onto Kuwait and finally the United States. The Hospital was devoid of any Fedayeen, although evidence suggested they were using it as a base; the Ranger blocking teams experienced some sporadic direct fire, the SEALs and the Rangers eventually recovered the remains of eight members of Lynch's unit that had been killed or died of their wounds. Task Force 20 carried out the first successful US POW[image: External link] rescue mission since World War II.[191]
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 Fall of Baghdad (April 2003)




Main article: Battle of Baghdad (2003)[image: External link]


Three weeks into the invasion, U.S.-led Coalition forces[image: External link] moved into Baghdad. Units of the Iraqi Special Republican Guard[image: External link] led the defence of the city. The rest of the defenders were a mixture of Republican Guard[image: External link] units, regular army units, Fedayeen Saddam[image: External link], and non-Iraqi Arab volunteers. Initial plans were for Coalition units to surround the city and gradually move in, forcing Iraqi armor and ground units to cluster into a central pocket in the city, and then attack with air and artillery forces.

This plan soon became unnecessary, as an initial engagement of armored units south of the city saw most of the Republican Guard's assets destroyed and routes in the southern outskirts of the city occupied. On 5 April, Task Force 1–64 Armor of the U.S. Army's 3rd Infantry Division executed a raid, later called the "Thunder Run", to test remaining Iraqi defenses, with 29 tanks and 14 Bradley armored fighting vehicles advancing to the Baghdad airport[image: External link]. They met heavy resistance, but were successful in reaching the airport. U.S. troops faced heavy fighting in the airport, but eventually secured the airport.

The next day, another brigade of the 3rd Infantry Division attacked into downtown Baghdad and occupied one of the palaces of Saddam Hussein in fierce fighting. U.S. Marines also faced heavy shelling from Iraqi artillery as they attempted to cross a river bridge, but the river crossing was successful. The Iraqis managed to inflict some casualties on the U.S. forces near the airport from defensive positions but suffered severe casualties from air bombardment. Within hours of the palace seizure and with television coverage of this spreading through Iraq, U.S. forces ordered Iraqi forces within Baghdad to surrender, or the city would face a full-scale assault. Iraqi government officials had either disappeared or had conceded defeat, and on 9 April 2003, Baghdad was formally occupied by Coalition forces. Much of Baghdad remained unsecured however, and fighting continued within the city and its outskirts well into the period of occupation. Saddam had vanished, and his whereabouts were unknown.

On 10 April, a rumor emerged that Saddam Hussein and his top aides were in a mosque complex in the Al Az'Amiyah District of Baghdad. Three companies of Marines were sent to capture him and came under heavy fire from rocket-propelled grenades, mortars, and assault rifles. One Marine was killed and 20 were wounded, but neither Saddam or any of his top aides were found. U.S. forces supported by mortars, artillery, and aircraft continued to attack Iraqi forces still loyal to Saddam Hussein and non-Iraqi Arab volunteers. U.S. aircraft flying in support were met with Iraqi anti-aircraft fire. On 12 April, by late afternoon, all fighting had ceased. A total of 34 American soldiers and 2,320 Iraqi fighters were killed.

Many Iraqis celebrated the downfall of Saddam by vandalizing the many portraits and statues of him together with other pieces of his cult of personality[image: External link]. One widely publicized event was the dramatic toppling of a large statue of Saddam in Baghdad's Firdos Square[image: External link]. This attracted considerable media coverage at the time. As the British Daily Mirror reported,


For an oppressed people this final act in the fading daylight, the wrenching down of this ghastly symbol of the regime, is their Berlin Wall[image: External link] moment. Big Moustache has had his day."[192]



As Staff Sergeant Brian Plesich reported in On Point: The United States Army in Operation Iraqi Freedom,


The Marine Corps colonel in the area saw the Saddam statue as a target of opportunity and decided that the statue must come down. Since we were right there, we chimed in with some loudspeaker support to let the Iraqis know what it was we were attempting to do...

Somehow along the way, somebody had gotten the idea to put a bunch of Iraqi kids onto the wrecker that was to pull the statue down. While the wrecker was pulling the statue down, there were Iraqi children crawling all over it. Finally they brought the statue down.[193]



The fall of Baghdad saw the outbreak of regional, sectarian violence throughout the country, as Iraqi tribes and cities began to fight each other over old grudges. The Iraqi cities of Al-Kut[image: External link] and Nasiriyah[image: External link] launched attacks on each other immediately following the fall of Baghdad to establish dominance in the new country, and the U.S.-led Coalition quickly found themselves embroiled in a potential civil war. U.S.-led Coalition forces ordered the cities to cease hostilities immediately, explaining that Baghdad would remain the capital of the new Iraqi government. Nasiriyah responded favorably and quickly backed down; however, Al-Kut placed snipers on the main roadways into town, with orders that invading forces were not to enter the city. After several minor skirmishes, the snipers were removed, but tensions and violence between regional, city, tribal, and familial groups continued.

U.S. General Tommy Franks[image: External link] assumed control of Iraq as the supreme commander of the coalition occupation forces. Shortly after the sudden collapse of the defense of Baghdad, rumors were circulating in Iraq and elsewhere that there had been a deal struck (a "safqua") wherein the U.S.-led Coalition had bribed key members of the Iraqi military elite and/or the Ba'ath party itself to stand down. In May 2003, General Franks retired, and confirmed in an interview with Defense Week that the U.S.-led Coalition had paid Iraqi military leaders to defect. The extent of the defections and their effect on the war are unclear.

U.S.-led Coalition troops promptly began searching for the key members of Saddam Hussein's government. These individuals were identified by a variety of means, most famously through sets of most-wanted Iraqi playing cards[image: External link]. Later during the military occupation[image: External link] period after the invasion, on 22 July 2003 during a raid by the U.S. 101st Airborne Division and men from Task Force 20[image: External link], Saddam Hussein's sons Uday[image: External link] and Qusay[image: External link], and one of his grandsons were killed in a massive fire-fight. Saddam Hussein himself was captured on 13 December 2003 by the U.S. Army's 4th Infantry Division and members of Task Force 121[image: External link] during Operation Red Dawn[image: External link].
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 Other areas




U.S. special forces had also been involved in the extreme south of Iraq, attempting to occupy key roads to Syria[image: External link] and airbases. In one case two armored platoons were used to convince Iraqi leadership that an entire armored battalion was entrenched in the west of Iraq.

On 15 April, U.S. forces took control of Tikrit[image: External link], the last major outpost in central Iraq, with an attack led by the Marines' Task Force Tripoli[image: External link]. About a week later the Marines were relieved in place by the Army's 4th Infantry Division.

Coalition aircraft flew over forty-one thousand sorties,[194] of which over nine thousand were tanker sorties.[195]
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 Bush declares "End of major combat operations" (May 2003)




On 1 May 2003, Bush landed on the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], in a Lockheed[image: External link] S-3 Viking[image: External link], where he gave a speech announcing the end of major combat operations in the Iraq war. Bush's landing was criticized by opponents as an unnecessarily theatrical and expensive stunt. Clearly visible in the background was a banner stating "Mission Accomplished." The banner, made by White House staff and supplied by request of the United States Navy,[196] was criticized as premature. The White House subsequently released a statement that the sign and Bush's visit referred to the initial invasion of Iraq and disputing the charge of theatrics. The speech itself noted: "We have difficult work to do in Iraq. We are bringing order to parts of that country that remain dangerous."[197] Post-invasion[image: External link] Iraq was marked by a long and violent conflict between U.S.-led forces and Iraqi insurgents[image: External link].[198]
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 Coalition and Allied contingent involvement




Members of the Coalition included Australia: 2,000 invasion, [Poland]: 200 invasion—2,500 peak, Spain: 1,300 invasion United Kingdom: 46,000 invasion, United States: 150,000 to 250,000 invasion. Other members of the coalition were Afghanistan, Albania, Angola, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Mongolia, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Palau, Panama, the Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Singapore, Slovakia, Solomon Islands, South Korea, Tonga, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan.[199] At least 15 other countries participated covertly.[200]
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 Australia




Main article: Australian contribution to the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]


Australia contributed approximately 2,000 Australian Defence Force[image: External link] personnel, including a special forces task group, three warships and 14 F/A-18 Hornet[image: External link] aircraft.[201] On 16 April 2003, Australian special operations[image: External link] forces captured Al Asad Airbase[image: External link] west of Baghdad. The base would later become the second largest Coalition facility post-invasion.
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 Poland




Main article: Polish involvement in the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]


The Battle of Umm Qasr[image: External link] was the first military confrontation in the Iraq War, with its objective the capture of the port. Polish[image: External link] GROM[image: External link] troops supported the amphibious assault on Umm Qasr with the British 3 Commando Brigade[image: External link] of the Royal Marines[image: External link], and the US 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit[image: External link].[202] After the waterway was de-mined by a Detachment from HM-14[image: External link] and Naval Special Clearance Team ONE of the U.S. Navy and reopened, Umm Qasr played an important role in the shipment of humanitarian supplies to Iraqi civilians.[203]
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 United Kingdom




Main article: Operation Telic[image: External link]


British troops, in what was codenamed Operation (or Op) TELIC participated in the 2003 Invasion of Iraq. The 1st Armoured Division was deployed to the Gulf[image: External link] and commanded British forces in the area, securing areas in southern Iraq, including the city of Basra[image: External link] during the invasion. A total of 46,000 troops of all the British services were committed to the operation at its start, including some 5,000 Royal Navy[image: External link] and Royal Fleet Auxiliary[image: External link] sailors and 4,000 Royal Marines[image: External link], 26,000 British Army[image: External link] soldiers, and 8,100 Royal Air Force[image: External link] airmen. The British special forces deployment was codenamed Operation Row and were known as Task Force 7 under Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force-West (Task Force Dagger).[204]
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 Summary of the invasion




The U.S.-led Coalition forces toppled the government and captured the key cities of a large nation in only 21 days. The invasion did require a large army build-up like the 1991 Gulf War, but many did not see combat and many were withdrawn after the invasion ended. This proved to be short-sighted, however, due to the requirement for a much larger force to combat the irregular Iraqi forces in the aftermath of the war[image: External link]. General Eric Shinseki[image: External link], U.S. Army Chief of Staff, recommended "several hundred thousand"[205] troops be used to maintain post-war order, but then Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link]—and especially his deputy, civilian Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link]—strongly disagreed. General Abizaid[image: External link] later said General Shinseki had been right.[206]

The Iraqi army, armed mainly with older Soviet and Eastern European built equipment,[207] was overall ill-equipped in comparison to the American and British forces. Attacks on U.S. supply routes[image: External link] by Fedayeen militiamen were repulsed. The Iraqis' artillery proved largely ineffective, and they were unable to mobilize their air force to attempt a defense. The Iraqi T-72[image: External link] tanks, the most powerful armored vehicles in the Iraqi army, were both outdated and ill-maintained, and when they were mobilized they were rapidly destroyed, thanks in part to the Coalition air supremacy[image: External link]. The U.S. Air Force, Marine Corps and Naval Aviation, and British Royal Air Force[image: External link] operated with impunity throughout the country, pinpointing heavily defended resistance targets and destroying them before ground troops arrived. The main battle tanks[image: External link] of the U.S. and UK forces, the U.S. M1 Abrams[image: External link] and British Challenger 2[image: External link], functioned well in the rapid advance across the country. Despite the many RPG[image: External link] attacks by irregular Iraqi forces, few U.S. and UK tanks were lost, and no tank crew-members were killed by hostile fire, although nearly 40 M1 Abrams were damaged in the attacks.[208] The only tank loss sustained by the British Army was a Challenger 2 of the Queen's Royal Lancers[image: External link] that was hit by another Challenger 2, killing two crew members.

The Iraqi army suffered from poor morale[image: External link], even amongst the elite Republican Guard. Entire units disbanded into the crowds upon the approach of invading troops, or actually sought out U.S. and UK forces to surrender to. Many Iraqi commanding officers were bribed by the CIA or coerced into surrendering. The leadership of the Iraqi army was incompetent – reports state that Qusay Hussein[image: External link], charged with the defense of Baghdad, dramatically shifted the positions of the two main divisions protecting Baghdad several times in the days before the arrival of U.S. forces, and as a result the units were confused, and further demoralized when U.S. forces attacked. The invasion force did not see the entire Iraqi military thrown against it; U.S. and UK units had orders to move to and seize objective target points rather than seek to engage Iraqi units. This resulted in most regular Iraqi military units emerging from the war without having been engaged, and fully intact, especially in southern Iraq. It is assumed that most units disintegrated to return to their homes.

According to the declassified Pentagon[image: External link] report, "The largest contributing factor to the complete defeat of Iraq's military forces was the continued interference by Saddam." The report, designed to help U.S. officials understand in hindsight how Saddam and his military commanders prepared for and fought the invasion, paints a picture of an Iraqi government blind to the threat it faced, hampered by Saddam's inept military leadership and deceived by its own propaganda and inability to believe an invasion was imminent without further Iraqi provocation. According to the BBC, the report portrays Saddam Hussein as "chronically out of touch with reality – preoccupied with the prevention of domestic unrest and with the threat posed by Iran."[209]
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 Casualties




Main articles: Casualties in the conflict in Iraq[image: External link] and Humanitarian Crises of the Iraq War[image: External link]
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 Death toll




Estimates on the number of casualties during the invasion in Iraq vary widely. Estimates on civilian casualties are more variable than those for military personnel. According to Iraq Body Count[image: External link], a group that relies on press reports, NGO-based reports and official figures to measure civilian casualties, approximately 7,500 civilians were killed during the invasion phase.[210] The Project on Defense Alternatives study estimated that 3,200–4,300 civilians died during the invasion.[16]
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 War crimes and allegations




See also: The International Criminal Court and the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]


Fedayeen Saddam militia, Republican Guard and Iraqi security forces were reported to have executed Iraqi soldiers who tried to surrender on multiple occasions, as well as threatening the families of those who refused to fight.[211][212][213] One such incident was directly observed during the Battle of Debecka Pass[image: External link].[214]

Many incidents of Fedayeen fighters using human shields[image: External link] were reported from various towns in Iraq.[215] Iraqi Republican Guard units were also reported to be using human shields.[216] Some reports indicate that the Fedayeen used ambulances to deliver messages and transport fighters into combat. On 31 March, Fedayeen in a Red Crescent[image: External link]-marked ambulance attacked American soldiers outside of Nasiriyah, wounding three.[216][217] During the Battle of Basra[image: External link], British forces of the Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment)[image: External link] reported that on 28 March, Fedayeen forces opened fire on thousands of civilian refugees fleeing the city.[218][219]

After the ambush of the 507th Maintenance Company[image: External link] during the Battle of Nasiriyah[image: External link] on 23 March, the bodies of several U.S. soldiers who had been killed in the ambush were shown on Iraqi television. Some of these soldiers had visible gunshot wounds to head, leading to speculation that they had been executed. Except for Sgt. Donald Walters[image: External link], no evidence has since surfaced to support this scenario and it is generally accepted that the soldiers were killed in action. Five live prisoners of war were also interviewed on the air, a violation of the Third Geneva Convention[image: External link].[220][221] Sergeant Walters was initially reported to have been killed in the ambush after killing several Fedayeen before running out of ammunition. However, an eyewitness later reported that he had seen Walters being guarded by several Fedayeen in front of a building. Forensics work later found Walters' blood in front of the building and blood spatter suggesting he died from two gunshot wounds to the back at close range. This led the Army to conclude that Walters had been executed after being captured, and he was posthumously awarded the Prisoner of War Medal[image: External link] in 2004.[222][223] It was alleged in the authorized biography of Pfc. Jessica Lynch[image: External link] that she was raped by her captors after her capture, based on medical reports and the pattern of her injuries, though this is not supported by Ms Lynch.[224] Mohammed Odeh al-Rehaief[image: External link], who later helped American forces rescue Lynch, stated that he saw an Iraqi Colonel slap Lynch while she was in her hospital bed.[225] The staff at the hospital where Lynch was held later denied both stories, saying that Lynch was well cared for.[226] While Lynch suffers from amnesia[image: External link] due to her injuries, Lynch herself has denied any mistreatment whilst in captivity.

Also on 23 March, a British Army engineering unit made a wrong turn near the town of Az Zubayr[image: External link], which was still held by Iraqi forces. The unit was ambushed and Sapper Luke Allsopp and Staff Sergeant Simon Cullingworth became separated from the rest. Both were captured and executed by Iraqi irregular forces. In 2006, a video of Allsopp lying on the ground surrounded by Iraqi irregular forces was discovered.[227]

During the Battle of Nasiriyah, there was an incident where Iraqi irregulars feigned surrender[image: External link] to approach an American unit securing a bridge. After getting close to the soldiers, the Iraqis suddenly opened fire, killing 10 soldiers and wounding 40.[216] In response, American forces reinforced security procedures for dealing with prisoners of war.[228]

Marine Sergeant Fernando Padilla-Ramirez was reported missing from his supply unit after an ambush north of Nasiriyah on 28 March. His body was later dragged through the streets of Ash-Shatrah[image: External link] and hung in the town square, and later taken down and buried by sympathetic locals. The corpse was discovered by U.S. forces on 10 April.[229][230][231]
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 Security, looting and war damage




Massive looting[image: External link] took place in the days following the 2003 invasion.[232] According to U.S. officials, the "reality of the situation on the ground" was that hospitals, water plants, and ministries with vital intelligence needed security more than other sites. There were only enough U.S. troops on the ground to guard a certain number of the many sites that ideally needed protection, and so, apparently, some "hard choices" were made.

It was reported that the National Museum of Iraq[image: External link] was among the looted sites. The FBI[image: External link] was soon called into Iraq to track down the stolen items. It was found that the initial allegations of looting of substantial portions of the collection were heavily exaggerated. Initial reports asserted a near-total looting of the museum, estimated at upwards of 170,000 inventory lots, or about 501,000 pieces. The more recent estimate places the number of stolen pieces at around 15,000, and about 10,000 of them probably were taken in an "inside job" before U.S. troops arrived, according to Bogdanos. Over 5,000 looted items have since been recovered.[233] An assertion that U.S. forces did not guard the museum because they were guarding the Ministry of Oil and Ministry of Interior is disputed by investigator Colonel Matthew Bogdanos[image: External link] in his 2005 book Thieves of Baghdad. Bogdanos notes that the Ministry of Oil building was bombed, but the museum complex, which took some fire, was not bombed. He also writes that Saddam Hussein's troops set up sniper's nests inside and on top of the museum, and nevertheless U.S. Marines and soldiers stayed close enough to prevent wholesale looting.

More serious for the post-war state of Iraq was the looting of cached weaponry and ordnance which fueled the subsequent insurgency. As many as 250,000 tons of explosives were unaccounted for by October 2004.[234] Disputes within the US Defense Department[image: External link] led to delays in the post-invasion assessment and protection of Iraqi nuclear facilities. Tuwaitha[image: External link], the Iraqi site most scrutinized by UN inspectors since 1991, was left unguarded and was looted.[235][236]

Zainab Bahrani[image: External link], professor of Ancient Near Eastern Art History and Archaeology at Columbia University[image: External link], reported that a helicopter landing pad was constructed in the heart of the ancient city of Babylon[image: External link], and "removed layers of archeological earth from the site. The daily flights of the helicopters rattle the ancient walls and the winds created by their rotors blast sand against the fragile bricks. When my colleague at the site, Maryam Moussa, and I asked military personnel in charge that the helipad be shut down, the response was that it had to remain open for security reasons, for the safety of the troops."[237] Bahrani also reported that in the summer of 2004, "the wall of the Temple of Nabu and the roof of the Temple of Ninmah, both sixth century BC, collapsed as a result of the movement of helicopters."[237] Electrical power is scarce in post-war Iraq, Bahrani reported, and some fragile artifacts, including the Ottoman[image: External link] Archive, would not survive the loss of refrigeration.[237]
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 Media coverage




Main article: 2003 invasion of Iraq media coverage[image: External link]
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 U.S. media coverage




The U.S. invasion of Iraq was the most widely and closely reported war in military history.[238] Television network coverage was largely pro-war and viewers were six times more likely to see a pro-war source as one who was anti-war.[239] The New York Times ran a number of articles describing Saddam Hussein's attempts to build weapons of mass destruction. The 8 September 2002 article titled "U.S. Says Hussein Intensifies Quest for A-Bomb Parts" would be discredited, leading The New York Times to issue a public statement admitting it was not as rigorous as it should have been.[240]

At the start of the war in March 2003, as many as 775 reporters and photographers were traveling as embedded journalists[image: External link].[241] These reporters signed contracts with the military that limited what they were allowed to report on.[242] When asked why the military decided to embed journalists with the troops, Lt. Col. Rick Long of the U.S. Marine Corps replied, "Frankly, our job is to win the war. Part of that is information warfare[image: External link]. So we are going to attempt to dominate the information environment."[243]

In 2003, a study released by Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting[image: External link] stated the network news disproportionately focused on pro-war sources and left out many anti-war[image: External link] sources. According to the study, 64% of total sources were in favor of the Iraq War while total anti-war sources made up 10% of the media (only 3% of US sources were anti-war). The study looked only at 6 American news networks after 20 March for three weeks. The study stated that "viewers were more than six times as likely to see a pro-war source as one who was anti-war; with U.S. guests alone, the ratio increases to 25 to 1."[244]

A September 2003 poll revealed that seventy percent of Americans believed there was a link between Saddam Hussein and the attacks of 9/11.[245] 80% of Fox News viewers were found to hold at least one such belief about the invasion, compared to 23% of PBS[image: External link] viewers.[246] Ted Turner[image: External link], founder of CNN, charged that Rupert Murdoch[image: External link] was using Fox News to advocate an invasion.[247] Critics have argued that this statistic is indicative of misleading coverage by the U.S. media since viewers in other countries were less likely to have these beliefs.[248] A post-2008 election poll by FactCheck.org[image: External link] found that 48% of Americans believe Saddam played a role in the 9/11 attacks, the group concluded that "voters, once deceived, tend to stay that way despite all evidence."[249]
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 Independent media coverage




Independent media[image: External link] also played a prominent role in covering the invasion. The Indymedia[image: External link] network, among many other independent networks including many journalists from the invading countries, provided reports on the Iraq war. In the United States Democracy Now[image: External link], hosted by Amy Goodman[image: External link] has been critical of the reasons for the 2003 invasion and the alleged crimes committed by the U.S. authorities in Iraq.

The Israeli Military Censor[image: External link] have released gag orders to Fresh and Rotter news platforms preventing them releasing any information about events and action related to the invasion.[250]

On the other side, among media not opposing to the invasion, The Economist[image: External link] stated in an article on the matter that "the normal diplomatic tools—sanctions, persuasion, pressure, UN resolutions—have all been tried, during 12 deadly but failed years" then giving a mild conditional support to the war stating that "if Mr Hussein refuses to disarm, it would be right to go to war".[251]

Australian war artist[image: External link] George Gittoes[image: External link] collected independent interviews with soldiers while producing his documentary Soundtrack To War[image: External link]. The war in Iraq provided the first time in history that military on the front lines were able to provide direct, uncensored reportage themselves, thanks to blogging software and the reach of the internet. Dozens of such reporting sites, known as soldier blogs[image: External link] or milblogs, were started during the war. These blogs were more often than not largely pro-war and stated various reasons why the soldiers and Marines felt they were doing the right thing.[252]
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 International media coverage




International coverage of the war differed from coverage in the U.S. in a number of ways. The Arab-language news channel Al Jazeera[image: External link] and the German satellite channel Deutsche Welle[image: External link] featured almost twice as much information on the political background of the war.[253] Al Jazeera also showed scenes of civilian casualties which were rarely seen in the U.S. media.
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 Criticism




Main article: Criticism of the Iraq War[image: External link]


Opponents of military intervention in Iraq have attacked the decision to invade Iraq along a number of lines, including calling into question the evidence[image: External link] used to justify the war, arguing for continued diplomacy, challenging the war's legality[image: External link], suggesting that the U.S. had other more pressing security priorities, (i.e., Afghanistan and North Korea[image: External link]) and predicting that the war would destabilize the Middle East region. In 2010 an independent commission of inquiry set up by the government of the Netherlands, maintained that UN resolution 1441 "cannot reasonably be interpreted (as the Dutch government did) as authorising individual member states to use military force to compel Iraq to comply with the Security Council's resolutions." Accordingly, the Dutch commission concluded that the 2003 invasion violated international law.[108]
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 Rationale based on faulty evidence




The central U.S. justification for launching the Iraq War was that Saddam Hussein's alleged development of nuclear and biological weapons and purported ties to al-Qaeda made his regime a "grave and growing"[254] threat to the United States and the world community.[255] During the lead-up to the war and the aftermath of the invasion, critics cast doubt on the evidence supporting this rationale. Concerning Iraq's weapons programs, prominent critics included Scott Ritter[image: External link], a former U.N. weapons inspector who argued in 2002 that inspections had eliminated the nuclear and chemical weapons programs, and that evidence of their reconstitution would "have been eminently detectable by intelligence services ..." Although it is popularly believed[citation needed[image: External link]] that Saddam Hussein had forced the IAEA weapons inspectors to leave Iraq, they were in fact withdrawn at the request of US Ambassador Peter Burleigh in advance of Operation Desert Fox[image: External link], the 1998 American bombing campaign. After the build-up of U.S. troops in neighboring states, Saddam welcomed them back and promised complete cooperation with their demands. Experienced IAEA inspection teams were already back in Iraq and had made some interim reports on its search for various forms of WMD.[256][257][258][259][260] American diplomat Joseph C. Wilson[image: External link] investigated the contention that Iraq had sought uranium for nuclear weapons in Niger[image: External link] and reported that the contention had no substance.[261][262]

Similarly, alleged links between Iraq and al-Qaeda were called into question during the lead-up to the war, and were discredited by a 21 October 2004 report from U.S. Senator Carl Levin[image: External link], which was later corroborated by an April 2006 report from the Defense Department's inspector general.[263] These reports further alleged that Bush Administration officials, particularly former undersecretary of defense Douglas J. Feith[image: External link], manipulated evidence to support links between al-Qaeda and Iraq.[264]
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 Lack of a U.N. mandate




One of the main questions in the lead-up to the war was whether the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] would authorize military intervention in Iraq. It became increasingly clear that U.N. authorization would require significant further weapons inspections. Many criticized their effort as unwise, immoral, and illegal. Robin Cook[image: External link], then the leader of the United Kingdom House of Commons[image: External link] and a former foreign secretary, resigned from Tony Blair's cabinet in protest over the UK's decision to invade without the authorization of a U.N. resolution. Cook said at the time that: "In principle I believe it is wrong to embark on military action without broad international support. In practice I believe it is against Britain's interests to create a precedent for unilateral military action."[265] In addition, senior government legal advisor Elizabeth Wilmshurst[image: External link] resigned, stating her legal opinion that an invasion would be illegal.[citation needed[image: External link]]

United Nations Secretary-General[image: External link] Kofi Annan[image: External link] said in an interview with the BBC in September 2004, "[F]rom our point of view and from the Charter point of view [the war] was illegal."[266] This drew immediate criticism from the United States and was immediately played down.[267] His annual report to the General Assembly[image: External link] for 2003 included no more than the statement: "Following the end of major hostilities which resulted in the occupation of Iraq..."[268] A similar report from the Security Council was similarly terse in its reference to the event: "Following the cessation of hostilities in Iraq in April 2003 ..."[269] The United Nations Security Council has passed nearly 60 resolutions on Iraq and Kuwait since Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990. The most relevant to this issue is Resolution 678[image: External link], passed on 29 November 1990. It authorizes "member states co-operating with the Government of Kuwait... to use all necessary means" to (1) implement Security Council Resolution 660[image: External link] and other resolutions calling for the end of Iraq's occupation of Kuwait and withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwaiti territory and (2) "restore international peace and security in the area."
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 Military intervention vs diplomatic solution




Criticisms about the evidence used to justify the war notwithstanding, many opponents of military intervention objected, saying that a diplomatic solution would be preferable, and that war should be reserved as a truly last resort. This position was exemplified by French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin[image: External link], who responded to U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link]'s 5 February 2003 presentation to the U.N Security Council by saying that: "Given the choice between military intervention and an inspections regime that is inadequate because of a failure to cooperate on Iraq's part, we must choose the decisive reinforcement of the means of inspections."[270] In response to Donald Rumsfeld's reference to European countries that did not support the invasion of Iraq as 'Old Europe',[271] Dominique de Villepin ended his speech with words that would later come to embody the French-German political, economic, and military alliance throughout the beginning of the 21st Century: "This message comes to you today from an old country, France, from a continent like mine, Europe, that has known wars, occupation and barbarity. (...) Faithful to its values, it wishes resolutely to act with all the members of the international community. It believes in our ability to build together a better world."[272] The direct opposition between diplomatic solution and military intervention involving France and the United States which was personified by Chirac versus Bush and later Powell versus de Villepin, became a milestone in the Franco-American relations[image: External link]. Anti-French propaganda[image: External link] exploiting the classic Francophobic clichés immediately ensued in the United States[image: External link] and the United Kingdom. A call for a boycott on French wine was launched in the United States and the New York Post[image: External link] covered on the 1944 "Sacrifice" of the GIs[image: External link] that France had forgotten. It was followed a week later, on 20 February, by the British newspaper The Sun[image: External link] publishing a special issue entitled "Chirac is a worm" and including ad hominem attacks such as "Jacques Chirac has become the shame of Europe".[273] Actually both newspapers expressed the opinion of their owner, U.S. billionaire Rupert Murdoch[image: External link], a military intervention supporter and a George W. Bush partisan as argued by Roy Greenslade[image: External link] in The Guardian published on 17 February.[273][274]
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 Distraction from the war on terrorism and other priorities




Both supporters and opponents of the Iraq War widely viewed it within the context of a post–11 September[image: External link] world, where the U.S. has sought to make terrorism the defining international security paradigm. Bush often described the Iraq War as a "central front in the war on terror[image: External link]".[275] Some critics of the war, particularly within the U.S. military community, argued pointedly against the conflation of Iraq and the war on terror, and criticized Bush for losing focus on the more important objective of fighting al-Qaeda. As Marine Lieutenant General Greg Newbold[image: External link], the Pentagon's former top operations officer, wrote in a 2006 Time article, "I now regret that I did not more openly challenge those who were determined to invade a country whose actions were peripheral to the real threat—al-Qaeda."[276]

Critics within this vein have further argued that containment would have been an effective strategy for the Saddam government, and that the top U.S. priorities in the Middle East should be encouraging a solution to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link], working for the moderation of Iran, and solidifying gains made in Afghanistan[image: External link] and Central Asia. In an October 2002 speech, Retired Marine Gen. Anthony Zinni[image: External link], former head of Central Command[image: External link] for U.S. forces in the Middle East and State Department's envoy to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict, called Iraq "maybe six or seven," in terms of U.S. Middle East priorities, adding that "the affordability line may be drawn around five."[277] However, while commander of CENTCOM, Zinni held a very different opinion concerning the threat posed by Iraq. In testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee in February 2000, Zinni said: "Iraq remains the most significant near-term threat to U.S. interests in the Persian Gulf region. This is primarily due to its large conventional military force, pursuit of WMD, oppressive treatment of Iraqi citizens, refusal to comply with United Nations Security Council Resolutions (UNSCR), persistent threats to enforcement of the No Fly Zones (NFZ), and continued efforts to violate UN Security Council sanctions through oil smuggling."[278] However, it is important to note that Zinni specifically referred to "the Persian Gulf region" in his Senate testimony, which is a significantly smaller region of the world than the "Middle East", which he referred to in 2007.
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 Potential to destabilize the region




Besides arguing that Iraq was not the top strategic priority in the war on terrorism or in the Middle East, critics of the war also suggested that it could potentially destabilize the surrounding region. Prominent among such critics was Brent Scowcroft[image: External link], who served as National Security Advisor[image: External link] to George H. W. Bush. In a 15 August 2002 Wall Street Journal[image: External link] editorial entitled "Don't attack Saddam", Scowcroft wrote that, "Possibly the most dire consequences would be the effect in the region ... there would be an explosion of outrage against us ... the results could well destabilize Arab regimes", and, "could even swell the ranks of the terrorists."[279] In an October 2015 CNN interview with Fareed Zakaria[image: External link], former British Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link] apologized for his 'mistakes' over Iraq War and admitted there were 'elements of truth' to the view that the invasion helped promote the rise of ISIS[image: External link].[280]

As pointed out by Hayder al-Khoei, the Iraq was already "destined for chaos" before 2003:


Saddam's endless wars with Iraq's neighbours and his genocidal campaigns against his own people are bizarrely seen by many in the west as part of an era of "stability" and "security" for Iraqis. Stability imposed with chemical weapons and security achieved with mass graves. We would need to stretch the definition of those words beyond reason and meaning before we could ever apply them to pre-2003 Iraq.

— Hayder al-Khoei, The Guardian, "Iraq was destined for chaos – with or without Britain's intervention", 2016
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 Related phrases




See also: Public relations preparations for 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]


This campaign featured a variety of new terminology, much of it initially coined by the U.S. government or military. The military official name for the invasion was Operation Iraqi Liberation[citation needed[image: External link]], however this was quickly changed to "Operation Iraqi Freedom". Also notable was the usage "death squads[image: External link]" to refer to Fedayeen paramilitary forces. Members of the Saddam Hussein government were called by disparaging nicknames – e.g., "Chemical Ali" (Ali Hassan al-Majid[image: External link]), "Baghdad Bob" or "Comical Ali" (Muhammed Saeed al-Sahaf[image: External link]), and "Mrs. Anthrax" or "Chemical Sally" (Huda Salih Mahdi Ammash[image: External link]).

Terminology introduced or popularized during the war include:


	"Axis of evil", originally used by Bush during a State of the Union address on 29 January 2002 to refer to the countries of Iraq, Iran, and North Korea.[281]


	"Coalition of the willing[image: External link]", a term that originated in the Clinton era (e.g., interview, Clinton, ABC, 8 June 1994), and used by the Bush Administration for the countries contributing troops in the invasion, of which the U.S. and UK were the primary members.

	" Decapitating[image: External link] the regime", a euphemism for killing Saddam Hussein.

	" Embedding[image: External link]", United States practice of assigning civilian journalists to U.S. military units.

	"Freedom fries[image: External link]", a euphemism for French fries[image: External link] invented to protest the non-participation of France[image: External link]


	"Mother of all bombs[image: External link]", a bomb developed and produced to support Operation Iraqi Freedom. Its name echoes Saddam's phrase "Mother of all battles" to describe the first Gulf War[image: External link].[282]


	"Old Europe[image: External link]", Rumsfeld's term for European governments not supporting the war: "You're thinking of Europe as Germany and France. I don't. I think that's old Europe."

	"Regime change[image: External link]", a euphemism for overthrowing a government.

	"Shock and Awe[image: External link]", the strategy of reducing an enemy's will to fight through displays of overwhelming force.



Many slogans and terms coined came to be used by Bush's political opponents, or those opposed to the war. For example, in April 2003 John Kerry, the Democratic[image: External link] candidate in the presidential election[image: External link], said at a campaign rally: "What we need now is not just a regime change in Saddam Hussein and Iraq, but we need a regime change in the United States."[283] Other war critics use the name "Operation Iraqi Liberation (OIL)" to subtly convey their belief with respect to the cause of the war, such as the song "Operation Iraqi Liberation (OIL)" by David Rovics[image: External link], a popular folk protest singer.
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 See also





	Governmental positions on the Iraq War prior to the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]

	Investment in post-invasion Iraq[image: External link]

	Occupation of Iraq timeline[image: External link]

	Protests against the Iraq War[image: External link]

	Popular opinion in the United States on the invasion of Iraq[image: External link]



Intrigues:


	Iraq disarmament crisis

	The UN Security Council and the Iraq war[image: External link]



Lists:


	List of people associated with the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]

	List of aviation accidents and incidents during the Iraq War[image: External link]

	List of wars and disasters by death toll[image: External link]



General:


	Carter Doctrine[image: External link]

	Democracy in the Middle East[image: External link]

	Jus ad bellum[image: External link]

	Petrodollar[image: External link]
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On December 7, 2006, the George W. Bush administration's Department of Justice ordered the unprecedented[1] midterm dismissal of seven United States Attorneys. Congressional investigations focused on whether the Department of Justice and the White House[image: External link] were using the U.S. Attorney positions for political advantage. Allegations were that some of the attorneys were targeted for dismissal to impede investigations of Republican[image: External link] politicians or that some were targeted for their failure to initiate investigations that would damage Democratic[image: External link] politicians or hamper Democratic-leaning voters.[2][3] The U.S. attorneys were replaced with interim appointees, under provisions in the 2005 USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link] reauthorization.[4][5][6][7][8]

A subsequent report by the Justice Department Inspector General in October 2008 found that the process used to fire the first seven attorneys and two others dismissed around the same time was "arbitrary", "fundamentally flawed", and "raised doubts about the integrity of Department prosecution decisions".[9] In July 2010, the Department of Justice prosecutors closed the two-year investigation without filing charges after determining that the firing was inappropriately political, but not criminal, saying "Evidence did not demonstrate that any prosecutable criminal offense was committed with regard to the removal of David Iglesias[image: External link]. The investigative team also determined that the evidence did not warrant expanding the scope of the investigation beyond the removal of Iglesias."[10]
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 Issues in brief




By tradition, U.S. Attorneys are replaced only at the start of a new White House administration. U.S. Attorneys hold a "political" office, and therefore they are considered to "serve at the pleasure of the President." At the beginning of a new presidential administration, it is traditional for all 93 U.S. Attorneys to submit a letter of resignation. When a new President is from a different political party, almost all of the resignations will be eventually accepted.[11] The attorneys are then replaced by new political appointees, typically from the new President's party.[12][12][13] Despite this, their political impartiality in deciding which cases to prosecute and in arguing those cases before judges and juries with diverse views is essential.[14]

U.S. Senators were concerned about a little-noticed provision in the re-authorization of the USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link] in 2006 that eliminated the 120-day term limit on interim appointments of U.S. Attorneys made by the United States Attorney General[image: External link] to fill vacancies. The law permitted the Attorney General to appoint interim U.S. Attorneys without a term limit in office, and avoid a confirming vote by the Senate. The change gave the Attorney General greater appointment powers than the President, since the President's U.S. Attorney appointees are required to be confirmed by the Senate; the law undermined the confirmation authority of the Senate.[15] The U.S. Senate was concerned that, in dismissing the U.S. Attorneys, the administration planned to fill the vacancies with its own choices, thus bypassing Senate confirmation and the traditional consultation with Senators in the selection process. Congress rescinded the provision on June 14, 2007.[16]
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 Administration rationale unclear




See also: Inspector General Report and Special Prosecutor[image: External link], Carol Lam[image: External link], Rick Renzi[image: External link], and Paul K. Charlton[image: External link]


The reasons for the dismissal of each individual U.S. Attorney were unclear. Two suggested motivations were that the administration wanted to make room for U.S. Attorneys who would be more sympathetic to the administration's political agenda, and the administration wanted to advance the careers of promising conservatives.[2][17][18] Critics said that the attorneys were fired for failing to prosecute Democratic[image: External link] politicians, for failing to prosecute claims of election fraud that would hamper Democratic voter registration, as retribution for prosecuting Republican[image: External link] politicians, or for failing to pursue adult obscenity prosecutions.[19] The administration and its supporters said that the attorneys were dismissed for job-performance reasons "related to policy, priorities and management", and that U.S. Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President.[20] However, at least six attorneys had recently received positive evaluations of their performance from the Department of Justice.[21] In September 2008, the Department of Justice Inspector General's investigation concluded that the dismissals were politically motivated and improper.[9]
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 Administration testimony contradicted by documents




See also: Bush White House e-mail controversy[image: External link]


Members of Congress investigating the dismissals found that sworn testimony[image: External link] from Department of Justice officials appeared to be contradicted by internal Department memoranda and e-mail, and that possibly Congress was deliberately misled. The White House role in the dismissals remained unclear despite hours of testimony by Attorney General Gonzales and senior Department of Justice staff in congressional committee hearings.[22][23] The Bush administration issued changing and contradictory statements about the timeline of the planning of the firings, persons who ordered the firings, and reasons for the firings.[24][25][26] The origin and evolution of the list of attorneys to be dismissed remained unclear.[27][28][29][30] In response the Inspector General's report in September 2008, Attorney General Michael Mukasey appointed Acting United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut[image: External link], Nora Dannehy[image: External link] as special prosecutor to determine if administration officials had perjured themselves in testimony to Congress.[31] Her investigation concluded that there was insufficient evidence to charge anyone with perjury.[10][32]
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 Politicization of hiring at the Department of Justice




Attorney General Gonzales, in a confidential memorandum dated March 1, 2006, delegated authority to senior DOJ staff Monica Goodling and Kyle Sampson to hire and dismiss political appointees and some civil service positions.

On May 2, 2007, the Department of Justice announced two separate investigations into hirings conducted by Goodling: one by the department's Inspector General[image: External link], and a second by the Office of Professional Responsibility[image: External link].[23] In testimony before the House Judiciary Committee, on May 23, 2007, Goodling stated that she had "crossed the line" and broken civil service laws regulating hiring for civil service positions, and had improperly weighed political factors in assessing applicants.[33]

According to a January 2009 Justice Department report, investigators found that Bradley Schlozman[image: External link], as interim head of the Civil Rights Division at the Department of Justice, "favored applicants with conservative political or ideological affiliations and disfavored applicants with civil rights or human rights experience whom he considered to be overly liberal". The positions under consideration were not political, but career, for which the political and ideological views of candidates are not to be considered, according to federal law and guidelines.[34]

In a letter of May 30, 2007, to the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link], the United States Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General[image: External link] and Counsel for the Office of Professional Responsibility[image: External link] confirmed that they were expanding their investigation beyond "the removals of United States Attorneys" to include "DOJ hiring and personnel decisions" by Monica Goodling and other Justice Department employees.[35]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Dismissed attorneys and elections




See also: Pete Domenici[image: External link], Heather Wilson[image: External link], and Bradley Schlozman[image: External link]


The controversy surrounding the U.S. Attorneys dismissals was often linked to elections or voter-fraud issues. Allegations were that some of the U.S. Attorneys were dismissed for failing to instigate investigations damaging to Democratic politicians, or for failing to more aggressively pursue voter-fraud cases.[3][36] Such allegations were made by some of the dismissed U.S. Attorneys themselves to suggest reasons they may have been dismissed.[37] The background to the allegations is the recent tendency for elections in parts of the United States to be very close; an election outcome can be affected by an announced investigation of a politician. It is explicit policy of the Department of Justice to avoid bringing voter-related cases during an election for this reason.[38] In September 2008, the Inspector General for the Department of Justice concluded that some of the dismissals were motivated by the refusal of some of the U.S. Attorneys to prosecute voter fraud cases during the 2006 election cycle.[9]
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 Fallout




By April 2007, there was some speculation that the dismissal of the US attorneys might affect cases of public corruption and voter fraud. According to the National Law Journal[image: External link],


"Just the appearance of political influence in cases related to those firings, combined with the recent, unusual reversal of a federal public corruption conviction in Wisconsin [c.f., Georgia Thompson[image: External link]], some say, will spur aggressive defense lawyers to question the political motivation of prosecutors in certain cases; make magistrates and judges more skeptical of the evidence before them; and perhaps even chill line prosecutors in their pursuit of some indictments."[14]



By mid-September 2007, nine senior staff of the Department of Justice associated with the controversy had resigned.[39][40][41][42] The most prominent resignations include:


	

	Attorney General Alberto Gonzales[43][44][45]


	
Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Paul McNulty[image: External link];

	Acting Associate Attorney General[image: External link] William W. Mercer[image: External link] resigned from the acting office prior to Senate confirmation hearings for the same position, and returned to his post as U.S. Attorney for Montana (he held dual positions);

	
Chief of staff[image: External link] for the Attorney General Kyle Sampson


	Chief of Staff for the Deputy Attorney General Michael Elston[image: External link];

	Director of the Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys (EOUSA)[image: External link] Michael A. Battle[image: External link];

	the subsequently appointed Director to the EOUSA, Bradley Schlozman[image: External link], also the former acting Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Division[image: External link];

	the Department of Justice's White House Liaison Monica Goodling








In June 2008, a grand jury was empaneled to consider criminal indictments against officials involved in the firings. The grand jury was presented evidence from ongoing investigations at the Department of Justice Inspector General's office and at the DOJ's Office of Professional Responsibility.[46]
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 Inspector General Report and Special Prosecutor




On September 29, 2008 the Justice Department's Inspector General (IG) released a report on the matter that found most of the firings were politically motivated and improper. The next day Attorney General Michael Mukasey appointed a special prosecutor Nora Dannehy[image: External link] to decide whether criminal charges should be brought against Gonzales and other officials involved in the firings.[31] The IG's report contained "substantial evidence" that party politics drove a number of the firings, and IG Glenn Fine[image: External link] said in a statement that Gonzales had "abdicated his responsibility to safeguard the integrity and independence of the department."[47] The report itself stopped short of resolving questions about higher White House involvement in the matter, because of what it said were the refusal to cooperate of a number of key players, among them Karl Rove, Senator Pete Domenici[image: External link] and Harriet Miers and because the White House refused to hand over its documents related to the firings.[48]

On July 21, 2010, Dannehy concluded that "there was insufficient evidence to establish that persons knowingly made material false statements to [the Office of Inspector General] or Congress or corruptly endeavored to obstruct justice"[49] and that no criminal charges would be filed against Sampson or Gonzales.
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On January 6, 2005, Colin Newman, an assistant in the White House counsels office, wrote to David Leitch stating, "Karl Rove stopped by to ask you (roughly quoting) 'how we planned to proceed regarding U.S. Attorneys, whether we were going to allow all to stay, request resignations from all and accept only some of them or selectively replace them, etc.'". The email was then forwarded to Kyle Sampson, chief of staff to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales.[50][51]

In reply, Kyle Sampson, then Department of Justice counsel to Attorney General John Ashcroft, wrote that it would be "weird to ask them to leave before completing at least a 4-year term", that they "would like to replace 15–20 percent of the current U.S. Attorneys" and that the rest "are doing a great job, are loyal Bushies, etc."[51]

In March 2005, Sampson ...


"came up with a checklist. He rated each of the U.S. Attorneys with criteria that appeared to value political allegiance as much as job performance. He recommended retaining 'strong U.S. Attorneys who have... exhibited loyalty to the President and Attorney General.' He suggested 'removing weak U.S. Attorneys who have... chafed against Administration initiatives'".[52]



Sampson wrote in January 2006 to Miers that he recommended that the Department of Justice and the Office of the Counsel to the President work together to seek the replacement of a limited number of U.S. Attorneys, and that by limiting the number of attorneys "targeted for removal and replacement" it would "mitigat[e] the shock to the system that would result from an across-the-board firing".[53]

On February 12, 2006, Monica Goodling sent a spreadsheet of each U.S. Attorney's political activities and memberships in conservative political groups, in an email to senior Administration officials, with the comment "This is the chart that the AG requested".[54]

Sampson strongly urged using changes to the law governing U.S. Attorney appointments to bypass Congressional confirmation, writing in a September 17, 2006 memo to Harriet Miers:


"I am only in favor of executing on a plan to push some USAs out if we really are ready and willing to put in the time necessary to select candidates and get them appointed...It will be counterproductive to DOJ operations if we push USAs out and then don't have replacements ready to roll immediately...I strongly recommend that as a matter of administration, we utilize the new statutory provisions that authorize the AG to make USA appointments...[By avoiding Senate confirmation] we can give far less deference to home state senators and thereby get 1.) our preferred person appointed and 2.) do it far faster and more efficiently at less political costs to the White House."[53]
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In October 2006, George W. Bush told Alberto Gonzales that he had received complaints that some of the U.S. Attorneys had not pursued certain voter-fraud investigations. The complaints came from Republican officials, who demanded fraud investigations into a number of Democratic campaigns.[53]

According to Newsweek[image: External link], "Kyle Sampson, Gonzales's chief of staff, developed the list of eight prosecutors to be fired last October—with input from the White House".[55]

On November 27, 2006, Gonzales met with senior advisers to discuss the plan.[56] The Justice Department did not receive White House approval for the firings until early December. As late as December 2, Sampson had written to Michael Elston[image: External link] that the Justice department was "[s]till waiting for green light from White House" with regards to the firing. Deputy White House counsel William K. Kelley[image: External link] responded on December 4, 2006, saying, "We're a go for the U.S. Atty plan... [the White House office of legislative affairs], political, communications have signed off and acknowledged that we have to be committed to following through once the pressure comes."[57]

On December 7, 2006, Justice Department official Michael A. Battle[image: External link] informed seven U.S. Attorneys that they were being dismissed.[58]

Although seven attorneys were dismissed on December 7, 2006, subsequent disclosures show that three or more additional attorneys were dismissed under similar circumstances between 2005 and 2006.[59] U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins[image: External link] in Arkansas had been informed in June 2006 that he was to be replaced, and he resigned, effective December 20, 2006, several days after the public announcement of the appointment of his successor Timothy Griffin[image: External link].[60]



	
Dismissed U.S. attorneys summary[image: External link] (


	v[image: External link]
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)



	Dismissed

attorney
	Effective date

of resignation
	Federal district
	Replacement1



	Dismissed December 7, 2006



	1.
	David Iglesias[image: External link]
	Dec 19, 2006
	New Mexico[image: External link]
	Larry Gomez



	2.
	Kevin V. Ryan[image: External link]
	Jan 16, 2007
	Northern California[image: External link]
	Scott Schools



	3.
	John McKay[image: External link]
	Jan 26, 2007
	Western Washington[image: External link]
	Jeffrey C. Sullivan



	4.
	Paul K. Charlton[image: External link]
	Jan 31, 2007
	Arizona[image: External link]
	Daniel G. Knauss[image: External link]



	5.
	Carol Lam[image: External link]
	Feb 15, 2007
	Southern California[image: External link]
	Karen Hewitt



	6.
	Daniel Bogden[image: External link]
	Feb 28, 2007
	Nevada[image: External link]
	Steven Myhre



	7.
	Margaret Chiara[image: External link]
	Mar 16, 2007
	Western Michigan[image: External link]
	Russell C. Stoddard



	Others dismissed in 2006



	1.
	Todd Graves[image: External link]
	Mar 24, 20062
	Western Missouri[image: External link]
	Bradley Schlozman[image: External link]6



	2.
	Bud Cummins[image: External link]
	Dec 20, 20063
	Eastern Arkansas[image: External link]
	Timothy Griffin[image: External link]5



	Dismissed in 2005



	1.
	Thomas M. DiBiagio[image: External link]
	Jan 2, 20054
	Maryland[image: External link]
	Allen F. Loucks



	2.
	Kasey Warner[image: External link]
	Jul 20054
	Southern W. Virginia[image: External link]
	Charles T. Miller



	
1Source: Department of Justice, U.S. Attorneys Offices[image: External link]

2Informed of dismissal January 2006.

3Informed of dismissal June 2006.

4Date resignation requested by the Department of Justice is unknown.

5Subsequently submitted resignation on May 30, 2007, effective June 1, 2007.

6Subsequently returned to positions at the Department of Justice in Washington







David Iglesias (R) believes he was removed from office at the behest of two NM Republican congressmen when he refused to prosecute state Democratic senators before the November 2006 election.[61]

Kevin Ryan[image: External link] (R) Though described as "loyal to the Bush administration," he was allegedly fired for the possible controversy that negative job performance evaluations might cause if they were released.[62]

John McKay[image: External link] (R) Was given a positive job evaluation 7 months before he was fired. After a close WA governor's race resulted in a Democratic victory, local Republicans criticized McKay for not investigating allegations of voter fraud.[63]

Paul K. Charlton[image: External link] (R) Was given a positive job performance evaluation before he was dismissed. He may have been fired because he had started a corruption investigation about Rick Renzi[image: External link] (R-AZ).[64]

Carol Lam[image: External link] (R) oversaw the investigation and conviction of Rep. Randy "Duke" Cunningham[image: External link] (R-CA) for corruption in military contracting.[65] Congressman Darrell Issa[image: External link] complained (falsely) that Lam was not prosecuting illegal border crossings aggressively enough.[66][dead link[image: External link]]

Daniel Bogden[image: External link] (R) was dismissed after 17 years because of a vague sense that a "stronger leader" was needed. His loyalty to President Bush was questioned by Kyle Sampson(R) Chief of Staff and Counselor to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales(R).[67]

Margaret Chiara[image: External link](R) Was given a positive job evaluation in 2005, and told she was being removed to "make way" for another individual.[68]

Todd Graves[image: External link] (R) had been pressed to bring a civil suit against Missouri Secretary of State Robin Carnahan[image: External link], (D) for allegedly failing to crack down on voting fraud.[69]

Bud Cummins[image: External link] (R) allegedly was asked to leave so Timothy Griffin[image: External link], an aide to Karl Rove, could have his job.[70]

Thomas M. DiBiagio[image: External link] (R) believes he was asked to step down due to his corruption investigations into the administration of Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. (R).[71]
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Main articles: Dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy timeline[image: External link] and Dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy hearings[image: External link]
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 Initial reaction




The initial reaction was from the senators of the affected states. In a letter to Gonzales on January 9, 2007, Senators Feinstein[image: External link] ( D[image: External link], California) and Leahy[image: External link] ( D[image: External link], Vermont[image: External link]; Chair of the Committee) of the Senate Judiciary Committee expressed concern that the confirmation process for U.S. attorneys would be bypassed, and on January 11, they, together with Senator Pryor[image: External link] ( D[image: External link], Arkansas[image: External link]), introduced legislation "to prevent circumvention of the Senate's constitutional prerogative to confirm U.S. Attorneys", called Preserving United States Attorney Independence Act of 2007, S. 214[image: External link] and H.R. 580[image: External link].[72] [73] The initial concern was about the USA PATRIOT Act and the confirmation process, rather than the politicization of the U.S. Attorneys.

Gonzales testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee on January 18. He assured the committee that he did not intend to bypass the confirmation process and denied the firings were politically motivated.[74]

The concerns expressed by Senators Feinstein and Pryor were followed up by hearings before the Senate Judiciary Committee called by Senator Schumer[image: External link] ( D[image: External link], New York) in February.[75][76] Deputy Attorney General Paul McNulty[image: External link] testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee on February 6. He said that the seven were fired for job performance issues and not political considerations; these statements lead several of the dismissed attorneys, who had been previously silent, to come forward with questions about their dismissals, partially because their performance reviews prior to their dismissal had been highly favorable.[77]

In subsequent closed-door testimony on April 27, 2007 to the committee, McNulty said that days after the February hearing, he learned that White House officials had not revealed to him White House influence and discussions on creating the list.[77][78] McNulty in February called Senator Schumer by telephone to apologize for the inaccurate characterization of the firings.[79] McNulty testified that Bud Cummins[image: External link], the U.S. Attorney for Arkansas, was removed to install a former aide to Karl Rove and Republican National Committee opposition research director, Timothy Griffin[image: External link].[70] Cummins, apparently, "was ousted after Harriet E. Miers[image: External link], the former White House counsel, intervened on behalf of Griffin".[77][80]

McNulty's testimony that the attorneys were fired for "performance related issues" caused the attorneys to come forward in protest.[77][81][82] There is some evidence that the administration was concerned about the attorneys' going public with complaints prior to this time.[83]

Salon.com[image: External link] reported: "[A]t least three of the eight fired attorneys were told by a superior they were being forced to resign to make jobs available for other Bush appointees, according to a former senior Justice Department official knowledgeable about their cases."[84]
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On March 5, 2007 effective March 16, Michael A. Battle[image: External link] resigned his position of Director of the Executive Office for United States Attorneys[image: External link] (EOUSA).[58][85] On March 6, 2007, Gonzales responded to the controversy in an op-ed in USA Today in which he wrote:


"To be clear, [the firing] was for reasons related to policy, priorities and management — what have been referred to broadly as "performance-related" reasons — that seven U.S. attorneys were asked to resign last December... We have never asked a U.S. attorney to resign in an effort to retaliate against him or her or to inappropriately interfere with a public corruption[image: External link] case (or any other type of case, for that matter). Like me, U.S. attorneys are political appointees, and we all serve at the pleasure of the president. If U.S. attorneys are not executing their responsibilities in a manner that furthers the management and policy goals of departmental leadership, it is appropriate that they be replaced... While I am grateful for the public service of these seven U.S. attorneys, they simply lost my confidence. I hope that this episode ultimately will be recognized for what it is: an overblown personnel matter."[20]
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 Sampson resignation




On March 12, 2007, Sampson resigned from the Department of Justice.[57]

On March 13, Gonzales stated in a news conference that he accepted responsibility for mistakes made in the dismissal and rejected calls for his resignation that Democratic members of Congress had been making. He also stood by his decision to dismiss the attorneys, saying "I stand by the decision and I think it was the right decision".[57] Gonzales admitted that "incomplete information was communicated or may have been communicated to Congress" by Justice Department officials,[86][87] and said that "I never saw documents. We never had a discussion about where things stood."

Gonzales lost more support when records subsequently challenged some of these statements. Although the Department of Justice released 3,000 pages of its internal communications related to this issue, none of those documents discussed anything related to a performance review process for these attorneys before they were fired.[88] Records released on March 23 showed that on his November 27 schedule "he attended an hour-long meeting at which, aides said, he approved a detailed plan for executing the purge[image: External link]".[89]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Executive Privilege claims




Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link] Chairman Patrick Leahy[image: External link] stated that Congress has the authority to subpoena[image: External link] Justice Department and White House officials including chief political advisor to the president Karl Rove and former White House counsel Harriet Miers.[90] On March 20, President Bush declared in a press conference that his aides would not testify under oath on the matter if subpoenaed[image: External link] by Congress[image: External link].[91] Bush explained his position saying,


"The President relies upon his staff to provide him candid advice. The framers of the Constitution understood this vital role when developing the separate branches of government. And if the staff of a President operated in constant fear of being hauled before various committees to discuss internal deliberations, the President would not receive candid advice, and the American people would be ill-served.... I will oppose any attempts to subpoena White House officials.... My choice is to make sure that I safeguard the ability for Presidents to get good decisions."[92]



Despite the President's position against aides testifying, on March 21 the House Judiciary Committee authorized the subpoena of five Justice Department officials,[93] and on March 22, the Senate Judiciary Committee authorized subpoenas as well.[94]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Goodling resignation




Main article: Monica Goodling


Sampson's replacement as the Attorney General's temporary chief of staff was U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, Chuck Rosenberg[image: External link]. Rosenberg initiated a DOJ inquiry into possibly inappropriate political considerations in Monica Goodling's hiring practices for civil service staff. Civil service[image: External link] positions are not political appointments and must be made on a nonpartisan basis. In one example, Jeffrey A. Taylor[image: External link], former interim U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, tried to hire a new career prosecutor, Seth Adam Meinero, in the fall of 2006. Goodling judged Meinero too "liberal" and declined to approve the hire.[95] Meinero, a Howard University law school graduate who had worked on civil rights cases at the Environmental Protection Agency, was serving as a special assistant prosecutor in Taylor's office. Taylor went around Goodling, and demanded Sampson's approval to make the hire. In another example, Goodling removed an attorney from her job at the Department of Justice because she was rumored to be a lesbian, and, further, blocked the attorney from getting other Justice Department jobs she was qualified for.[96] Rules concerning hiring at the Justice department forbid discrimination based on sexual orientation.

On March 26, 2007, Goodling, who had helped coordinate the dismissal of the attorneys with the White House, took leave from her job as counsel to the attorney general and as the Justice Department's liaison to the White House.[97][98] Goodling was set to testify before Congress, but on March 26, 2007, Goodling cancelled her appearance at the Congressional hearing, citing her Fifth Amendment[image: External link] right against self-incrimination.[99] On April 6, 2007, Ms. Goodling resigned from the Department of Justice.[97]

On April 25, 2007, the House Judiciary Committee passed a resolution, by a 32–6 vote, authorizing lawyers for the House to apply for a court order granting Goodling immunity in exchange for her testimony and authorizing a subpoena for her.[100] On May 11, 2007, U.S. District Court[image: External link] Chief Judge Thomas Hogan signed an order granting Goodling immunity[image: External link] in exchange for her truthful testimony in the U.S. Attorney firings investigation, stating that "Goodling may not refuse to testify, and may not refuse to provide other information, when compelled to do so" before the Committee.[101]
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A number of members of both houses of Congress publicly said Gonzales should resign, or be fired by Bush. On March 14, 2007, Senator John E. Sununu[image: External link] ( R[image: External link], New Hampshire[image: External link]) became the first Republican lawmaker to call for Gonzales' resignation. Sununu cited not only the controversial firings but growing concern over the use of the USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link] and misuse of national security letters[image: External link] by the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link].[102] Calls for his ousting intensified after his testimony on April 19, 2007. By May 16, at least twenty-two Senators and seven Members of the House of Representatives — including Senators Hillary Clinton[image: External link] ( D[image: External link], New York) and Mark Pryor[image: External link] ( D[image: External link], Arkansas[image: External link])— had called for Gonzales' resignation.[103]

Gonzales submitted his resignation as Attorney General effective September 17, 2007,[104] by a letter addressed to President Bush on August 26, 2007. In a statement on August 27, Gonzales thanked the President for the opportunity to be of service to his country, giving no indication of either the reasons for his resignation or his future plans. Later that day, President Bush praised Gonzales for his service, reciting the numerous positions in Texas government, and later, the government of the United States, to which Bush had appointed Gonzales.[104]

On September 17, 2007, President Bush announced the nomination of ex-Judge Michael Mukasey to serve as Gonzales' successor.[39]
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On July 11, 2007, Sara Taylor, former top aide to Karl Rove, testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee. Throughout Taylor's testimony, she refused to answer many questions, saying "I have a very clear letter from [White House counsel] Mr. [Fred] Fielding[image: External link]. That letter says and has asked me to follow the president's assertion of executive privilege."[105] Chairman Patrick Leahy[image: External link] (D-VT) dismissed the claims and warned Taylor she was "in danger of drawing a criminal contempt of Congress citation".[105] Senator Ben Cardin[image: External link] (D-MD) took issue with the claim as well, telling Taylor


"You seem to be selective in the use of the presidential privilege. It seems like you're saying that, 'Yes, I'm giving you all the information I can,' when it's self-serving to the White House, but not allowing us to have the information to make independent judgment."[105] Leahy added "I do note your answer that you did not discuss these matters with the president and, to the best of your knowledge, he was not involved is going to make some nervous at the White House because it seriously undercuts his claim of executive privilege if he was not involved."[105] He also said "It's apparent that this White House is contemptuous of the Congress and feels it does not have to explain itself to anyone, not to the people's representatives in Congress nor to the American people."[106]



In summary, Taylor told the Senate that she


"did not talk to or meet with President Bush about removing federal prosecutors before eight of them were fired", she had no knowledge on whether Bush was involved in any way in the firings, her resignation had nothing to do with the controversy, "she did not recall ordering the addition or deletion of names to the list of prosecutors to be fired", and she refuted the testimony of Kyle Sampson, Attorney General Alberto Gonzales' chief of staff, that she sought "to avoid submitting a new prosecutor, Tim Griffin[image: External link], through Senate confirmation."[105][107]
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On July 11, 2007, as Sara Taylor testified, George Manning, the attorney to former White House Counsel[image: External link] Harriet Miers, announced that Miers intended to follow the request of the Bush Administration and not appear before the Committee the following day. Manning stated Miers "cannot provide the documents and testimony that the committee seeks."[108]

In response to the announcement, Committee Chairman John Conyers[image: External link] (D-MI) and Rep. Linda Sánchez[image: External link] (D-CA) Chair of the Subcommittee on Commercial and Administrative Law, released a letter saying the decision "could subject Ms. Miers to contempt proceedings." Conyers wrote


"I am extremely disappointed in the White House's direction to Ms. Miers that she not even show up to assert the privilege before the Committee. We understand that the White House has asserted privilege over both her testimony and documents, and we are prepared to consider those claims at tomorrow's hearing."



Sánchez wrote


"It is disappointing that Ms. Miers has chosen to forego this opportunity to give her account of the potential politicization of the justice system.", Sánchez added "Our investigation has shown - through extensive interviews and review of documents - that Ms. Miers played a central role in the Bush Administration's decision to fire chief federal prosecutors. I am hopeful that Ms. Miers will reconsider the White House's questionable assertion of executive privilege and give her testimony on the firing of U.S. Attorneys."



On July 17, 2007 Sanchez and Conyers notified White House Counsel Fred Fielding[image: External link] that they were considering the executive privilege claims concerning a "subpoena issued on June 13 to Joshua Bolten, White House Chief of Staff, to produce documents."[109] They warned, "If those objections are overruled, you should be aware that the refusal to produce the documents called for in the subpoena could subject Mr. Bolten to contempt proceedings".[109] The panel ruled the claims of privilege as invalid on a party-line vote of 7–3.[110]

The White House had consistently refused to provide the sought-after documents but has "offered to permit former and current aides to talk with lawmakers behind closed doors—but without a transcript and not under oath."[110] This offer had been rejected by the Democratic Leadership in the House as unacceptable.[110]

On July 25, 2007 the United States House Committee on the Judiciary voted along party lines 22-17 to issue citations of Contempt of Congress to White House Chief of Staff Joshua Bolten and former White House Counsel Harriet Miers.[111] Committee Republicans voted against the measure, calling it "a partisan waste of time", while Democrats said "this is the moment for Congress to rein in the administration."[111]

White House Press Secretary[image: External link] Tony Snow[image: External link] said of the action,


"For our view, this is pathetic. What you have right now is partisanship on Capitol Hill that quite often boils down to insults, insinuations, inquisitions and investigations rather than pursuing the normal business of trying to pass major pieces of legislation...now we have a situation where there is an attempt to do something that's never been done in American history, which is to assail the concept of executive privilege, which hails back to the administration of George Washington".[112]



Committee Chairman John Conyers[image: External link] said "Unlike other disputes involving executive privilege, the president has never personally asserted privilege. The committee has never been given a privilege log, and there is no indication the president was ever personally involved in the termination decisions."[111] Having passed the Committee, the motion went to the full House, where it was unlikely to receive a vote until after Congress's August recess.[111] If the measure passed the full House, the case would be given to the U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia. "The administration has said it will direct federal prosecutors not to prosecute contempt charges."[111]

On February 14, 2008, the United States House of Representatives voted 223–32 along party lines to pass the contempt resolutions against White House Chief of Staff Bolten and former White House Counsel Miers.[113][114] Most Republicans staged a walkout during the vote.
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See also: Bush White House e-mail controversy[image: External link]


White House spokesman stated that some of the emails that had involved official correspondence relating to the firing of attorneys may have been lost because they were conducted on Republican party accounts and not stored properly. "Some official e-mails have potentially been lost and that is a mistake the White House is aggressively working to correct." said Scott Stanzel, a White House spokesman. Stonzel said that they could not rule out the possibility that some of the lost emails dealt with the firing of U.S. attorneys.[115] For example, J. Scott Jennings[image: External link], an aide to Karl Rove communicated with Justice Department officials "concerning the appointment of Tim Griffin[image: External link], a former Rove aide, as U.S. attorney in Little Rock, according to e-mails released in March, 2007. For that exchange, Jennings, although working at the White House, used an e-mail account registered to the Republican National Committee, where Griffin had worked as a political opposition researcher."[116]

CNN reported a larger question concerning the lost e-mails: "Whether White House officials such as political adviser Karl Rove are intentionally conducting sensitive official presidential business via non-governmental accounts to evade a law requiring preservation—and eventual disclosure—of presidential records."[117]

On May 2, 2007, the Senate Judiciary Committee issued a subpoena to Attorney General Gonzales compelling the Department of Justice to produce all email from Karl Rove regarding evaluation and dismissal of attorneys that was sent to DOJ staffers, no matter what email account Rove may have used, whether White House, National Republican party, or other accounts, with a deadline of May 15, 2007, for compliance. The subpoena also demanded relevant email previously produced in the Valarie Plame[image: External link] controversy and investigation for the CIA leak scandal (2003)[image: External link].[118]

In August 2007, Karl Rove resigned without responding to the Senate Judiciary Committee subpoena claiming, "I just think it's time to leave."[119]
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 Appointment of U.S. Attorneys and the 2005 Patriot Act reauthorization




The President of the United States has the authority to appoint U.S. Attorneys, with the consent of the United States Senate, and the President may remove U.S. Attorneys from office.[120] In the event of a vacancy, the United States Attorney General[image: External link] is authorized to appoint an interim U.S. Attorney. Before March 9, 2006, such interim appointments expired after 120 days, if a Presidential appointment had not been approved by the Senate. Vacancies that persisted beyond 120 days were filled through interim appointments made by the Federal District Court[image: External link] for the district of the vacant office.[121]

The USA PATRIOT Act Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005[image: External link], signed into law March 9, 2006, amended the law for the interim appointment of U.S. Attorneys by deleting two provisions: (a) the 120-day maximum term for the Attorney General's interim appointees, and (b) the subsequent interim appointment authority of Federal District Courts[image: External link]. With the revision, an interim appointee can potentially serve indefinitely (though still removable by the President), if the President declines to nominate a U.S. Attorney for a vacancy, or the Senate either fails to act on a Presidential nomination, or rejects a nominee that is different than the interim appointee.

On June 14, 2007, President Bush signed a bill into law that re-instated the 120-day term limit on interim attorneys appointed by the Attorney General. [16]
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 See also





	2017 dismissal of U.S. attorneys[image: External link]

	List of federal political scandals in the United States[image: External link]

	Prosecution of Don Siegelman[image: External link] in Alabama

	Prosecution of Dr. Cyril Wecht[image: External link] in Pennsylvania

	Prosecutions of Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now[image: External link] (ACORN) and voter registration: Bradley Schlozman[image: External link] (Missouri)

	Protests of Rachel Paulose[image: External link] appointment in Minnesota
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Bush White House email Controversy






During the 2007 Congressional investigation of the dismissal of eight U.S. attorneys, it was discovered that administration officials had been using a private Internet domain, called gwb43.com, owned by and hosted on an email server run by the Republican National Committee,[1] for various official communications. The domain name is an abbreviation for "George W. Bush, 43rd" President of the United States. The use of this email domain became public when it was discovered that J. Scott Jennings[image: External link], the White House's deputy director of political affairs, was using a gwb43.com email address to discuss the firing of the U.S. attorney for Arkansas.[2] Communications by federal employees were also found on georgewbush.com (registered to "Bush-Cheney '04, Inc."[3]) and rnchq.org (registered to "Republican National Committee"[4]). Congressional requests for administration documents while investigating the dismissals of the U.S. attorneys required the Bush administration to reveal that not all internal White House emails were available. Conducting governmental business in this manner is a possible violation of the Presidential Records Act[image: External link] of 1978.[5] Over 5 million emails may have been lost.[6][7] Greg Palast[image: External link] claims to have come up with 500 of the Karl Rove emails, leading to damaging allegations.[8] In 2009, it was announced that as many as 22 million emails may have been lost.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The "gwb43.com"[9] domain name was publicized by Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] (CREW), who sent a letter to Oversight and Government Reform Committee[image: External link] chairman Henry A. Waxman[image: External link] requesting an investigation.[10] Waxman sent a formal warning to the RNC, advising them to retain copies of all emails sent by White House employees. According to Waxman, "in some instances, White House officials were using nongovernmental accounts specifically to avoid creating a record of the communications."[11] The Republican National Committee claims to have erased the emails, supposedly making them unavailable for Congressional investigators.[12]

On April 12, 2007, White House spokesman Scott Stanzel[image: External link] stated that White House staffers were told to use RNC accounts to "err on the side of avoiding violations of the Hatch Act[image: External link], but they should also retain that information so it can be reviewed for the Presidential Records Act[image: External link]," and that "some employees ... have communicated about official business on those political email accounts."[13] Stanzel also said that even though RNC policy since 2004 has been to retain all emails of White House staff with RNC accounts, the staffers had the ability to delete the email, themselves.

On December 14, 2009, CNN reported[14] that all 22 million missing emails had been found on backup tapes, and that the Obama Administration reached a settlement with two watchdog groups who had sued to obtain the emails.
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 Use by senior White House staff




According to a former White House official, Karl Rove used RNC-hosted addresses for roughly "95 percent" of his email.[15] Rove provided email from his kr@georgewbush.com[16] address in exhibits to the United States House Committee on the Judiciary.[17]

White House deputy Jennifer Farley told Jack Abramoff[image: External link] not to use the official White House system "because it might actually limit what they can do to help us, especially since there could be lawsuits, etc."[2] Abramoff responded, "Dammit. It was sent to Susan on her RNC pager and was not supposed to go into the WH system."[18]
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 Investigations with missing emails
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 House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform




The House Oversight committee in an interim staff report, released on June 18, 2007:[19]


	At least eighty-eight Republican National Committee email accounts were granted to senior Bush administration officials, not "just a handful" as previously reported by the White House spokesperson Dana Perino in March 2007. Her estimate was later revised to "about fifty." Officials with accounts included: Karl Rove, the President’s senior advisor; Andrew Card, the former White House Chief of Staff; Ken Mehlman, the former White House Director of Political Affairs; and many other officials in the Office of Political Affairs, the Office of Communications, and the Office of the Vice President.

	The RNC has 140,216 emails sent or received by Karl Rove. Over half of these emails (75,374) were sent to or received from individuals using official ".gov" email accounts. Other users of RNC email accounts include former Director of Political Affairs Sara Taylor (66,018 emails) and Deputy Director of Political Affairs Scott Jennings (35,198 emails). These email accounts were used by White House officials for official purposes, such as communicating with federal agencies about federal appointments and policies.

	Of the 88 White House officials who received RNC email accounts, the RNC has preserved no emails for 51 officials.

	There is evidence that the Office of White House Counsel under Alberto Gonzales may have known that White House officials were using RNC email accounts for official business, but took no action to preserve these presidential records.

	The evidence obtained by the Committee indicates that White House officials used their RNC email accounts in a manner that circumvented these requirements. At this point in the investigation, it is not possible to determine precisely how many presidential records may have been destroyed by the RNC. Given the heavy reliance by White House officials on RNC email accounts, the high rank of the White House officials involved, and the large quantity of missing emails, the potential violation of the Presidential Records Act may be extensive.
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	G. W. Bush administration officials involved
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Michael Elston[image: External link], Chief of Staff to the Deputy Attorney General

	
Monica Goodling, Justice Department's liaison to the White House
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Main article: Dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy


During the investigation into the firing of eight U.S. attorneys,[20] it became known White House staff was using Republican National Committee (RNC) email accounts.[21] The White House stated it might have lost five million emails.[6]

On May 2, 2007, the Senate Judiciary Committee issued a subpoena to Attorney General[image: External link] Alberto Gonzales and the Department of Justice (DOJ) compelling the production of email Karl Rove sent to DOJ staff, regarding evaluation and dismissal of attorneys, no matter what email account Rove used, whether White House or National Republican party accounts, or other accounts, with a deadline of May 15, 2007 for compliance. The subpoena also demanded relevant email previously produced in the Valerie Plame[image: External link] controversy and investigation for the CIA leak scandal (2003)[image: External link].[22]
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 CIA leak grand jury investigation




Main articles: CIA leak scandal[image: External link], CIA leak grand jury investigation[image: External link], and Niger uranium forgeries[image: External link]


Ambassador Joseph C. Wilson[image: External link] alleged that his wife's identity was covert and that members of the George W. Bush administration knowingly revealed that information as retribution for his New York Times op-ed entitled "What I Didn't Find in Africa," of July 6, 2003, regarding the claim that Saddam Hussein was seeking uranium.[citation needed[image: External link]] Patrick J. Fitzgerald, while investigating the leak, found that emails were missing from the White House server.[23][24] Mother Jones[image: External link] wrote that this is possibly the reason the RNC changed the policy of deleting emails after 30 days to saving all email sent and received by White House officials.[24] In light of the apparent vanished emails Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] (CREW) has asked to reopen the investigation.[25][26]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 General Services Administration




Main article: General Services Administration[image: External link]


It is feared that the missing emails might also affect congressional investigation of General Services Administration.[27]
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Main article: United States Department of Education[image: External link]


While investigating the Reading First[image: External link] program CREW[image: External link] learned that employees use private emails to conduct official business. This might be a violation of the Federal Records Act.[28][29]
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Main article: Hatch Act of 1939[image: External link]


The Hatch Act prohibits the use of government resources, including email accounts, for political purposes. The Bush administration stated the RNC accounts were used to prevent violation of this Act.[6][24]
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 Presidential Records Act




Main article: Presidential Records Act[image: External link]


The Presidential Records Act mandates the preservation of all presidential records. Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link] and the Wall Street Journal[image: External link] contend that the missing emails may constitute a violation of this Act.[5][6][25][30]
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George W. Bush presidential campaign, 2004






George W. Bush had one major opponent, U.S. Sen. John F. Kerry ( D[image: External link]-Mass.), whose primary campaign[image: External link] was successful in securing the majority of Democratic delegate votes. For his presidential campaign, see John Kerry presidential campaign, 2004[image: External link].

George W. Bush's chief political strategist was Karl Rove, who had the title Senior Advisor to the President. Mark McKinnon[image: External link] was the chief communications strategist. He was later joined in August 2004 by Karen Hughes, a former Bush advisor who returned after some time away. His campaign manager was Ken Mehlman.



TOP
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 2004 primary campaign




Further information: Republican Party presidential primaries, 2004[image: External link]


President Bush formally filed with the FEC on May 16, 2003.[1] As he was virtually unopposed, he did no campaigning during the primary season.

On March 10, 2004, Bush clinched the number of delegates require for the nomination, 1608 Delegates 168 Super delegates.
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 Vice Presidential choices




In May 2003, Vice President Dick Cheney told reporters that "The president has asked me if I would serve again as his running mate. I've agreed to do that."[2] In early 2004, with Bush expected to face a difficult re-election campaign, political commentators openly discussed the possibility that Cheney might be dropped from the ticket due to his "personal baggage".[3] Such concern derived particularly from allegations that Cheney had promoted a false narrative about the rationale[image: External link] for the Iraq War, and that his former company Halliburton[image: External link] had profited inappropriately from that war.[3] Some analysts even floated the idea that Cheney – who had previously suffered four heart attacks – might step down on his own for health reasons.[2]

Among those viewed as strong contenders for his replacement were: Bill Frist[image: External link], the Senate Majority Leader[image: External link]; Rudy Giuliani, the former Mayor of New York City[image: External link]; George Pataki[image: External link], the Governor of New York[image: External link]; Rob Portman, congressman of Ohio; Bill Owens[image: External link], the Governor of Colorado[image: External link]; and Tom Ridge, the Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link].[3] In July, former Senator Al D'Amato[image: External link], Republican of New York[image: External link], publicly stated that Bush should replace Cheney, and suggested Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link] or Arizona[image: External link] Senator John McCain as potential choices.[4] Going into the Republican National Convention at the end of August, many delegates still entertained the notion of a new Vice President, with Powell and Giuliani leading in a preference poll.[5] Despite the speculation, Bush publicly maintained his support for Cheney,[3] who accepted the party's formal nomination on September 1.[6]
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 Convention and nomination




Bush gave many promises during his acceptance speech to the 2004 Republican National Convention. At the end of his speech, he encouraged listeners to view his website in order to learn more about his agenda if he wins his next presidential term.[7] His speech promises include the following which his campaign is called "A Plan for A Safer World & More Hopeful America":


	Rewrite and simplification of Tax Code

	Creation of "Opportunity zones" to encourage companies to move into areas where companies closed

	Allowing and encouraging small businesses to join together to negotiate for health care

	Establishment of health centers in every poor or rural county in the country that does not have one

	Promoting flexible schedules to make companies family friendly

	More funding for local and community colleges[image: External link]


	Creating personal social security account options to allow social security to be self managed for younger workers



As a result of Bush's speech in NYC, the incumbent President was able to do something his opponent John Kerry was unable to do much of... get a significant bounce in the polls. The day after the convention was finished, the polls showed a double-digit lead over Kerry, although when the poll asked about the economy both candidates were still in a dead heat.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Issue stances
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 Abortion




Bush expressed opinions in agreement with the "pro-life" movement.
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 Community aid




Bush established the White House Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives[image: External link], which allowed the federal government to fund community aid programs that were provided by a religious institution. He proposed a youth mentoring program for disadvantaged students and children of prisoners.
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 Economy




Bush supported making the tax cuts[image: External link] passed during his first term permanent; he maintained that the tax cuts made the recent recession shallower and shorter than it would otherwise have been.[8]

He supported job creation, by tax loopholes to invest in more higher job creation to "state and local control" than the federal government.
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 Health care




Bush's proposals for expanding health care coverage were more modest than those advanced by Senator Kerry.[9][10][11] Several estimates were made comparing the cost and impact of the Bush and Kerry proposals. While the estimates varied, they all indicated that the increase in coverage and the funding requirements of the Bush plan would both be lower than those of the more comprehensive Kerry plan.[12][13]
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 Education




Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act, which requires mandatory standardized testing, forces schools that do not meet standards to provide alternate options for students, and stated the aim of closing the race and gender gap[image: External link] in schools. His FY[image: External link] 2005 budget proposed a 1%increase in elementary and secondary education compared to the FY 2001 budget.
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 Environment




Bush's Clear Skies Act[image: External link] repealed or reduced air pollution[image: External link] controls, including environmental protections of the Clean Air Act. His FY 2005 budget provided $4.4 billion for conservation programs. He signed legislation pushing for the cleanup of abandoned industrial sites (also known as brownfields[image: External link]) and keeping forest fires at bay. He fell under criticism for rejecting the Kyoto Protocol which would commit the United States to reducing greenhouse gas emissions which are believed by much of the relevant science community to cause global warming. The Bush administration stated that this would cost the economy up to ?.
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 Homeland security




After the September 11 attacks[image: External link] in 2001, Bush signed the USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link] and created the Department of Homeland Security. He also created the Terrorist Threat Integration Center (TTIC) and the Terrorist Screening Center[image: External link] (TSC). He then promoted the idea of an independent "Czar of Intelligence" outside of the White House in response to the 9/11 Commission[image: External link]'s findings.
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 Same-sex marriage and gay rights




Bush has expressed support for "protecting the sanctity of marriage." He endorsed the Federal Marriage Amendment, a proposed constitutional amendment that would define marriage for all of the states as strictly heterosexual. Late in the 2004 campaign, however, he said that the states should be allowed to "enable people to you know, be able to have rights, like others," though marriage would not be among them.[14] Activists on both sides of the issue took this comment as endorsing civil unions[image: External link].[15]
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 National security and foreign policy




President Bush submitted his National Security Strategy of the United States[image: External link]; the "three pillars" of this are to:


	
Defend the peace by working against terrorists[image: External link] and terrorist-tolerating regimes.

	
Preserve the peace by maintaining relations with allies and reaching out to nations to combat terrorism.

	
Extend the peace by spreading democracy and human rights across the globe.
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 Afghanistan




Supported continued American involvement[image: External link] in Afghanistan. Believed President Hamid Karzai to be beneficial to Afghanistan's progress.
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 Libya




In a series of negotiations which involved Libya, Britain, and the United States, Libya turned over materials relevant to the production of nuclear weapons.
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 Iraq




Supported the continuation of American military presence in Iraq. Promoted the goal of democratic elections by January 2005 as integral to the nation's democratic reform. Bush ran as the war president.
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 Saudi Arabia




Bush advocated pressure on the Saudi Royal Family[image: External link] to more directly combat terrorism[image: External link] and to seize the assets of terrorists[image: External link] operating within their borders.
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 Campaign controversies





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Military service controversy




Main article: George W. Bush military service controversy


In previous campaigns, Bush had been criticized for his military service record. He skipped over a long waiting list to receive a spot in the Air National Guard[image: External link]; once he was in the Guard, it has been alleged he did not complete all his required duties. These long-standing charges were given more attention in the 2004 campaign because of the contrast with Kerry's record as a decorated combat veteran of the Vietnam War[image: External link].

A group of Bush supporters countered with an advertising campaign arguing that some of Kerry's medals had been undeserved (see John Kerry military service controversy[image: External link]). The subject was further highlighted when CBS News released memos[image: External link] purportedly from Bush's commanding officer in the Guard. The memos added some unflattering details about Bush's Guard service. Almost immediately, however, widespread doubts were raised about their authenticity[image: External link]. CBS News eventually concluded that it could not validate them and that it should not have used them. The incident may have ended up helping Bush by creating doubts about the legitimacy of his detractors.
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 Television advertising: 9/11




Bush's campaign launched its first major set of television commercials on March 3, 2004. Although these four spots (three in English and one in Spanish) contained no reference to Senator Kerry, two (one in English and the one in Spanish, both titled, "Safer, Stronger") generated controversy for their inclusion of four seconds of images drawn from the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link], including the wreckage of the World Trade Center site, images of New York firefighters[image: External link] (the New York firefighters' union supported Kerry), and the image of a flag-draped coffin being carried out of the attack site.[16]

Some families of 9/11 victims accused the Bush campaign of being insensitive to the memory of those who died and of exploiting the tragedy for his personal political gain. Bush campaign advisor Karen Hughes defended the ads as "very tasteful" and noted that 9/11 was a defining event for Bush's presidency.

The main topic of this heated discussion is the use of actual images of the attack. The use of images from the attack, said Governor of Pennsylvania[image: External link] Ed Rendell[image: External link], a Democrat, on Face the Nation[image: External link], implies support from New York firefighters. Rendell claims that a New York firefighters union head supports Kerry for President. But although the International Association of Firefighters was the first union to support Kerry, the Uniformed Firefighters Association of Greater New York endorsed the President for re-election in August 2004.

Defenders of the Bush messages liken his messages to those of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]'s re-election campaign, which used images of the December 7 attack by Japan[image: External link] on the United States and advised Americans to "Remember Pearl Harbor[image: External link]."
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 Endorsements




George Bush received endorsements from many Republicans[image: External link], Democratic[image: External link] Senator Zell Miller[image: External link] of Georgia[image: External link] and former 12-year mayor of New York City Ed Koch[image: External link]. The Uniformed Firefighters Association of Greater New York, representing 20,000 active and retired firefighters, endorsed the President on August 31, 2004. On September 22, 2004, the Abe Lincoln Black Republican Caucus, a political organization of gay African American Republicans, voted in a special call meeting in Dallas, Texas, to endorse President George W. Bush for re-election.[17]
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 Slogan




Bush's campaign never officially announced a campaign slogan.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, Bush's campaign made several bus tours bearing de facto slogans. These include the "Yes, America Can" Bus Tour[18] and the "Heart and Soul" Bus Tour,[19] which used the slogan "Moving America Forward".[citation needed[image: External link]] The 2004 Republican National Convention in New York City[image: External link] featured the slogan "A Safer World and More Hopeful America".[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Debates




On September 20, the Bush campaign and the Kerry campaign[image: External link] jointly released a memorandum of understanding[image: External link] between the two campaigns. The 32-page MOU covered in minute detail many aspects of the staging and format for the presidential and vice-presidential debates[image: External link].

On September 30, Bush debated Kerry at University of Miami[image: External link] in Coral Gables, Florida[image: External link] in the first[image: External link] of three scheduled debates. Polls[image: External link] conducted immediately following the debate suggests that a majority of undecided voters believe that, while neither candidate committed any serious gaffes, Kerry fared better than Bush did.

A second debate[image: External link], in "town hall" format, was held on October 8 at Washington University in St. Louis[image: External link] with Charles Gibson[image: External link] moderating. Bush later attempted to deflect criticism of what was described as his scowling demeanor during the first debate, joking at one point about one of Kerry's remarks, "That answer made me want to scowl."[20]

The final debate[image: External link] occurred on October 13 at Arizona State University[image: External link] and was moderated by Bob Schieffer[image: External link] of CBS News.

The only vice presidential debate[image: External link] between Vice President Dick Cheney and Senator John Edwards[image: External link] happened on October 5 at Case Western Reserve University[image: External link]. It was moderated by Gwen Ifill[image: External link] of the Public Broadcasting Service[image: External link].
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 Features of the campaign




The foundation of Bush's campaign for re-election was ideological conservatism[image: External link]. Members of the campaign team believe there are clear ideological differences between George W. Bush and John Kerry, and believe this contrasts with the 2000 Presidential election[image: External link], in which both candidates attempted to portray themselves as " centrists[image: External link]".[21] Critics have argued that the crux of Bush's campaign was the suggestion that John Kerry would be soft on terrorism in comparison to George Bush, and to present Bush as a "war President". They also claim that the Bush campaign is concerned mainly with personalities rather than tackling ideological issues.[22]

Much of the opposition to the Bush campaign (and vis-a-vis support to the Kerry campaign) took the form of "Anybody but Bush" - voters who would vote for anyone else.
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 Campaign visits




Not since the 1972 presidential election had Minnesota been an important Battleground Swing State as it was in 2004. As a result, President George W. Bush made 8 unprecedented campaign visits to Minnesota. On April 26, 2004 he made a first time presidential campaign visit to Edina, Minnesota during which Congressmen Jim Ramstad presented The President with the book “Lest We Forget” by John C. Martin, a U.S. Civil War veteran and Department Commander of the G.A.R. The National Daughters of the Grand Army first presented the book to President Coolidge on August 3, 1928.
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 Election and victory




The election took place on November 2, 2004 and ended with Bush gaining 286 electoral votes[image: External link] and Kerry garnering 251 electoral votes. Ironically, one vote went to Kerry's running mate and former presidential candidate, John Edwards[image: External link], when one of the electors (pledged to Kerry) voted for John Edwards by mistake. This was the first time in U.S. history that an elector had voted the same person for president and vice-president. As President Bush's running mate, Vice President Dick Cheney received 286 votes and John Edwards received 252.

The key state that both candidates needed was Ohio. Ohio has 20 electoral votes, enough for both candidates to surpass the necessary 270. Ohio was reporting its results, but had not counted provisional ballots. In Ohio, Kerry trailed by 136,000 votes (not including provisional ballots). The chances of Kerry gaining the necessary votes through provisional ballots was slim.

Around 2:00 p.m. EST on November 3, 2004, John Kerry made a speech at Faneuil Hall[image: External link], Boston[image: External link]. In this speech, he announced that he "cannot win this election." One hour later, George W. Bush declared that "America has spoken" and they had made a "historic victory." He said to Kerry supporters, "To make this nation stronger and better, I will need your support, and I will work to earn it."

With 286 electoral votes, President George W. Bush won the 2004 Presidential Election. Bush received over 62 million popular votes.[23]
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Julie Finley[image: External link], national finance co-chair
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Second inauguration of George W. Bush






The second inauguration of George W. Bush as President of the United States took place on Thursday, January 20, 2005. The inauguration[image: External link] marked the beginning of the second term of George W. Bush as President and Dick Cheney as Vice President. Ailing Chief Justice William Rehnquist administered the Oath of office[image: External link] for the last time before his death in September 2005. Attendance at the inauguration has been reported as being around 100,000,[1] 300,000,[2] or 400,000.[3]



TOP
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 Speech




Bush's inaugural address, delivered in 21 minutes, centered on and expanded upon previous foreign policy remarks concerning the promotion of democracy around the world, as well as making human rights[image: External link] the guiding principle of US foreign policy.[4] According to William Safire[image: External link], Bush had told his chief speechwriter, Michael Gerson[image: External link], "I want this to be the freedom speech."[5]


America's vital interests and our deepest beliefs are now one. From the day of our Founding, we have proclaimed that every man and woman on this earth has rights, and dignity, and matchless value, because they bear the image of the Maker of Heaven and earth. Across the generations we have proclaimed the imperative of self-government, because no one is fit to be a master, and no one deserves to be a slave. Advancing these ideals is the mission that created our Nation. It is the honorable achievement of our fathers. Now it is the urgent requirement of our nation's security, and the calling of our time. So it is the policy of the United States to seek and support the growth of democratic movements and institutions in every nation and culture, with the ultimate goal of ending tyranny in our world.



And later:


Today, America speaks anew to the peoples of the world: All who live in tyranny and hopelessness can know: the United States will not ignore your oppression, or excuse your oppressors. When you stand for your liberty, we will stand with you. Democratic reformers facing repression, prison, or exile can know: America sees you for who you are: the future leaders of your free country.



Combined, the speech used the words "free," "freedom," and "liberty" 49 times.[4]
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 Inaugural Parade




During the parade there were some protests along the route, but these were after the address and supporters far outnumbered the protesters. President Bush and the First Lady, Laura Bush, left their bullet-proof limousine and walked some of the route.
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 Security




As the first presidential inauguration after the September 11 attacks[image: External link], security was tighter than previous ceremonies. The inaugural parade route as well as other related sites were guarded by 13,000 police and soldiers, in addition to aerial patrols by helicopter and fighter aircraft and rooftop sharpshooters. In downtown Washington, a 100 square block area was closed to traffic.[4]
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 Protests




Main article: January 20, 2005 counter-inaugural protest[image: External link]


Many protested at the ceremonies and five people were arrested during the inauguration ceremony.[6]

Protestors worked to block access to the actual swearing in ceremony. Tickets were given out only by state senators and representatives, and a few RNC officials. Ticketholders, who were from all over the country, were advised not to bring backpacks or bags, and were told such items wouldn't be allowed through security. Protestors obtained tickets, and then brought large bags to the event, clogging security checkpoints. Rather than directing all bag holders to one security screening line, security officials allowed the lines to be clogged, preventing many people from entering the secured area to view/hear President Bush and Vice-President Cheney. Protesters standing in line cheered the success of their actions, and were quite pleased that they denied people the opportunity to see the ceremony.
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Iraq War






This article is about the war that started in 2003 and ended in 2011. For the initial invasion, see 2003 invasion of Iraq. For the ongoing war in Iraq, see Iraqi Civil War (2014–present)[image: External link]. For previous wars in Iraq, see Iraq War (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	


	Iraq War



	Part of the War on Terror




	


	Date
	20 March 2003 – 18 December 2011

(8 years, 8 months and 28 days)



	Location
	Iraq



	Result
	

	
Invasion and occupation of Iraq[image: External link]


	Overthrow of Ba'ath Party[image: External link] government and execution of Saddam Hussein[image: External link]


	
Iraqi insurgency[image: External link], emergence of al-Qaeda in Iraq[image: External link], and Sectarian Violence[image: External link] and another civil war[image: External link][7][8]


	Subsequent reduction in violence and depletion of al-Qaeda in Iraq[9][10]


	Establishment of democratic elections[image: External link] and formation of new Shia[image: External link] led government

	
Withdrawal[image: External link] of U.S. forces from Iraq[image: External link] in 2011

	Stronger Iranian influence in Iraq[11][12][13]


	
Escalation of sectarian insurgency after U.S. withdrawal[image: External link] leading to the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link], the successor of al-Qaeda in Iraq[8][14]


	Return of US forces to Iraq in 2014[image: External link]
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 United States[image: External link]
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  Australia[image: External link]
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Post-invasion

(2003–11)
  United States[image: External link]
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  Denmark[image: External link][2]

  Australia[image: External link] (2003–09)
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  Spain[image: External link] 

New Iraqi government[image: External link]


	Iraqi Armed Forces[image: External link]

	Awakening Council[image: External link]



supported by:

Iran[3][4]  Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link]


	Peshmerga[image: External link]





MNF–I

(2003–09)



	
 United States[image: External link] (2003–09)
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  Australia[image: External link] (2003–-09)


	
  Romania[image: External link] (2003–09)


	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Kuwait[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Estonia[image: External link] (2003–09)


	
  Bulgaria[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Moldova[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Albania[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Ukraine[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Denmark[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
 Czech Republic[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
 South Korea[image: External link] (2003–08)
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  Macedonia[image: External link] (2003–08)
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  Poland[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Mongolia[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Georgia[image: External link] (2003–08)


	
  Tonga[image: External link] (2004–08)


	
  Armenia[image: External link] (2005–08)


	
  Slovakia[image: External link] (2003–07)


	
  Lithuania[image: External link] (2003–07)


	
  Italy[image: External link] (2003–06)


	
  Norway[image: External link] (2003–06)


	
  Japan[image: External link] (2004–08)


	
  Hungary[image: External link] (2003–05)


	
  Netherlands[image: External link] (2003–05)


	
  Portugal[image: External link] (2003–05)


	
 New Zealand[image: External link] (2003–04)


	
  Thailand[image: External link] (2003–04)


	
  Philippines[image: External link] (2003–04)


	
  Honduras[image: External link] (2003–04)


	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link] (2003–04)


	
  Spain[image: External link] (2003–04)


	
  Nicaragua[image: External link] (2003–04)


	
  Iceland[image: External link] (2003–unknown)







	
Post-invasion (2003–11)

ง Iraqi Regional Branch[image: External link]


	Supreme Command for Jihad and Liberation[image: External link]

	Army of the Men of the Naqshbandi Order[image: External link]





Sunni insurgents[image: External link]


	
Al-Qaeda in Iraq[image: External link] (2004–06)

	
Islamic State of Iraq[image: External link][5] (from 2006)

	Islamic Army of Iraq[image: External link]

	
Ansar al-Sunnah[image: External link] (2003–07)





Shia insurgents[image: External link]


	Mahdi Army

	Special Groups[image: External link]

	Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq[image: External link]

	Others[image: External link]



supported by:

Iran


	
Quds Force[image: External link][6]






For fighting between insurgent groups, see Sectarian violence in Iraq (2006–07).




	Commanders and leaders



	
Ayad Allawi[image: External link]

Ibrahim al-Jaafari[image: External link]

Nouri al-Maliki

Ricardo Sanchez[image: External link]

George W. Casey, Jr.[image: External link]

David Petraeus[image: External link]

Raymond T. Odierno[image: External link]

Lloyd Austin[image: External link]

George W. Bush

Barack Obama

Tommy Franks[image: External link]

Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link]

Robert Gates

Tony Blair[image: External link]

Gordon Brown

David Cameron[image: External link]

John Howard[image: External link]

Kevin Rudd[image: External link]

Anders Fogh Rasmussen[image: External link]

Aleksander Kwaśniewski[image: External link]

Silvio Berlusconi

José María Aznar[image: External link]

	
Ba'ath Party

Saddam Hussein  (POW)[image: External link]

Izzat Ibrahim ad-Douri[image: External link]




Sunni insurgency

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link]  †[image: External link]

Abu Ayyub al-Masri[image: External link]  †[image: External link]

Abu Omar al-Baghdadi[image: External link]  †[image: External link]

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi[image: External link]

Ishmael Jubouri[image: External link]

Abu Abdullah al-Shafi'i[image: External link]  (POW)[image: External link]



Shia insurgency

Muqtada al-Sadr[image: External link]

Abu Deraa[image: External link]

Qais al-Khazali[image: External link]

Akram al-Kabi


	
Qasem Soleimani[image: External link][15]








	Strength



	
Invasion forces (2003–04)

309,000

 United States[image: External link]: 192,000[16]

 United Kingdom[image: External link]: 45,000

  Australia[image: External link]: 2,000

  Denmark[image: External link]: 370[17]

  Poland[image: External link]: 194

Peshmerga[image: External link]: 70,000




Coalition forces (2004–09)

176,000 at peak

United States Forces – Iraq[image: External link] (2010–11)

112,000 at activation

Security contractors 6,000–7,000 (estimate)[18]

Iraqi security forces[image: External link]

805,269 (military and paramilitary[image: External link]: 578,269,[19] police: 227,000)


Awakening militias[image: External link]

≈103,000 (2008)[20]

Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link]

≈400,000 (Kurdish Border Guard: 30,000,[21] Peshmerga[image: External link] 375,000)

	


Sunni Insurgents[image: External link]

≈70,000 (2007)[22]

al-Qaeda

≈1,300 (2006)[23]


Islamic State of Iraq[image: External link]

≈1,000 (2008)

Army of the Men of the Naqshbandi Order[image: External link]

≈500–1,000 (2007)




	Casualties and losses



	
Iraqi Security Forces[image: External link] (post-Saddam)

Killed: 17,690[24]

Wounded: 40,000+[25]

Coalition forces

Killed: 4,815[26][27] (4,497 U.S.,[28] 179 UK,[29] 139 other)[26]

Missing/captured (U.S.): 17 (8 rescued, 9 died in captivity)[30]

Wounded: 32,776+ (32,249 U.S.,[31] 315 UK, 212+ other[32])[33][34][35][36] Injured/diseases/other medical*: 51,139 (47,541 U.S.,[37] 3,598 UK)[33][35][36]

Contractors[image: External link]

Killed[image: External link]: 1,554[38][39]

Wounded & injured: 43,880[38][39]

Awakening Councils[image: External link]

Killed: 1,002+[40]

Wounded: 500+ (2007),[41] 828 (2008)[42]


Total dead: 25,285

Total wounded: 117,961

	
Iraqi combatant dead (invasion period): 7,600–10,800[43][44]

Insurgents (post-Saddam)

Killed: 26,544 (2003–11)[45]

Detainees[image: External link]: 12,000 (Iraqi-held)[46]


Total dead: 34,144–37,344




	
Estimated violent deaths:

Lancet survey[image: External link] (March 2003 – July 2006): 601,027 (95% CI: 426,369–793,663)[47][48]

Iraq Family Health Survey[image: External link] (March 2003 – July 2006): 151,000 (95% CI: 104,000–223,000)[49]

PLOS Medicine Study**: (March 2003 – June 2011): 405,000 95% CI: 48,000–751,000), in addition to 55,000 deaths missed due to emigration.[50]

Documented deaths from violence:

Iraq Body Count (2003 – 14 December 2011): 103,160–113,728 civilian deaths recorded,[51] and 12,438 new deaths added from the Iraq War Logs[52]

Associated Press (March 2003 – April 2009): 110,600[53]

For more information see: Casualties of the Iraq War[image: External link]




	
* "injured, diseased, or other medical": required medical air transport. UK number includes "aeromed evacuations"

** Total deaths include all additional deaths due to increased lawlessness, degraded infrastructure, poorer healthcare, etc.
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The Iraq War[nb 1] was a protracted armed conflict that began in 2003 with the invasion of Iraq by a United States-led coalition that toppled the government of Saddam Hussein[image: External link]. The conflict continued for much of the next decade as an insurgency[image: External link] emerged to oppose the occupying forces and the post-invasion Iraqi government.[54] An estimated 151,000 to 600,000 or more[image: External link] Iraqis were killed in the first 3–4 years of conflict. It became re-involved in 2014[image: External link] at the head of a new coalition[image: External link]; the insurgency and many dimensions of the civil armed conflict continue.

The invasion began on 20 March 2003,[55] with the U.S., joined by the United Kingdom and several coalition allies, launching a "shock and awe[image: External link]" bombing campaign. Iraqi forces were quickly overwhelmed as U.S. forces swept through the country. The invasion led to the collapse of the Ba'athist government[image: External link]; President Hussein was captured during Operation Red Dawn[image: External link] in December of that same year[image: External link] and executed by a military court three years later[image: External link]. However, the power vacuum following Saddam's demise and the mismanagement of the occupation[image: External link] led to widespread sectarian violence[image: External link] between Shias[image: External link] and Sunnis[image: External link], as well as a lengthy insurgency against U.S. and coalition forces[image: External link]. The United States responded with a troop surge in 2007. The winding down of U.S. involvement in Iraq accelerated under President Barack Obama. The U.S. formally withdrew all combat troops from Iraq by December 2011.[56]

The Bush administration[image: External link] based its rationale for the war[image: External link] principally on the assertion that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] (WMDs) and that the Iraqi government posed an immediate threat to the United States and its coalition allies.[57][58] Select U.S. officials accused Saddam of harboring and supporting al-Qaeda,[59] while others cited the desire to end a repressive dictatorship and bring democracy to the people of Iraq.[60][61] After the invasion, no substantial evidence was found to verify the initial claims about WMDs. The rationale and misrepresentation of pre-war intelligence faced heavy criticism[image: External link] within the U.S. and internationally.[62]

In the aftermath of the invasion, Iraq held multi-party elections[image: External link] in 2005. Nouri al-Maliki became Prime Minister in 2006 and remained in office until 2014. The al-Maliki government enacted policies that were widely seen as having the effect of alienating the country's Sunni minority and worsening sectarian tensions. In the summer of 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL) launched a military offensive in Northern Iraq and declared a worldwide Islamic caliphate, eliciting another military response from the United States and its allies. The Iraq War caused hundreds of thousands of civilian, and thousands of military casualties (see estimates below[image: External link]). The majority of casualties occurred as a result of the insurgency and civil conflicts between 2004 and 2007.
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See also: Iraq and weapons of mass destruction


A 1990 Frontline[image: External link] report on "The arming of Iraq" said, "Officially, most Western nations participated in a total arms embargo against Iraq during the 1980s, but ... Western companies, primarily in Germany and Great Britain, but also in the United States, sold Iraq the key technology for its chemical, missile, and nuclear programs. ... [M]any Western governments seemed remarkably indifferent, if not enthusiastic, about those deals. ... [I]n Washington, the government consistently followed a policy which allowed and perhaps encouraged the extraordinary growth of Saddam Hussein's arsenal and his power."[63] The Western arming of Iraq took place in the context of the Iran-Iraq War[image: External link], which had seen NATO[image: External link] lose a valuable ally in Iran after the Iranian Revolution[image: External link].
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See also: Lead up to the Iraq War[image: External link], Rationale for the Iraq War[image: External link], Governments' pre-war positions on invasion of Iraq[image: External link], Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda[image: External link], and Stovepiping[image: External link]


Main articles: Iraq disarmament timeline 1990–2003[image: External link] and 2002 in Iraq[image: External link]


Prior to September 2002, the CIA[image: External link] was the George W. Bush administration[image: External link]'s main provider of intelligence on Iraq. In September, a Pentagon[image: External link] unit called the Office of Special Plans[image: External link] (OSP) was created by Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link] and Douglas Feith[image: External link], and headed by Feith, as charged by then-United States Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link], to supply senior Bush administration officials with raw intelligence pertaining to Iraq.[64] Seymour Hersh[image: External link] writes that, according to a Pentagon adviser, "[OSP] was created in order to find evidence of what Wolfowitz and his boss, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, wanted to be true—that Saddam Hussein had close ties to Al Qaeda[image: External link], and that Iraq had an enormous arsenal of chemical, biological, and possibly even nuclear[image: External link] weapons[image: External link] ( WMD[image: External link]) that threatened the region and, potentially, the United States. [...] 'The agency [CIA] was out to disprove linkage between Iraq and terrorism' the Pentagon adviser told me."[65]
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The issue of Iraq's disarmament reached a turning point in 2002–2003, when US president George W. Bush demanded a complete end to alleged Iraqi production of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] and full compliance with U.N. Security Council Resolutions[image: External link] requiring U.N. weapons inspectors unfettered access to suspected weapons production facilities. The U.N. had prohibited[image: External link] Iraq from developing or possessing such weapons after the Gulf War[image: External link] and required Iraq to permit inspections confirming compliance. During inspections in 1999, U.S. intelligence agents on the teams supplied the United States government with a direct feed of conversations between Iraqi security agencies as well as other information. This was confirmed by The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal.[66]

During 2002, Bush repeatedly warned of military action against Iraq unless inspections were allowed to progress unfettered. In accordance with U.N. Security Council Resolution 1441[image: External link], Iraq agreed to new inspections under United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission[image: External link] (UNMOVIC) in 2002. With the cooperation of the Iraqis, a third weapons inspection team in 2003 led by David Kelly[image: External link] viewed and photographed two alleged mobile weapons laboratories, which were actually facilities for the production of hydrogen gas to fill artillery balloons.[67]

As part of its weapons inspection obligations, Iraq was required to supply a full declaration of its current weapons capabilities and manufacturing. On 3 November 2002, Iraq supplied an 11,800-page report to the UN Security Council[image: External link] and the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link] (IAEA), stating that it had no WMDs. The IAEA and UNMOVIC, the two organizations charged with inspecting Iraq's weapons, reported that the declaration was incomplete.[68]
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In 1990, before the Persian Gulf War[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link] had stockpiled 550 short tons (500 t) of yellowcake[image: External link] uranium[image: External link] at the Tuwaitha nuclear complex about 20 kilometres (12 mi) south of Baghdad.[69] In late February 2002, the CIA sent former Ambassador Joseph C. Wilson[image: External link] to investigate reports[image: External link] (later found to be forgeries) that Iraq was attempting to purchase additional yellowcake from Niger[image: External link]. Wilson returned and informed the CIA that reports of yellowcake sales to Iraq were "unequivocally wrong."[70] The Bush administration, however, continued to allege Iraq's attempts to obtain additional yellowcake were a justification for military action, most prominently in the January 2003, State of the Union address, in which President Bush declared that Iraq had sought uranium, citing British intelligence[image: External link] sources.[71]

In response, Wilson wrote a critical New York Times op-ed piece in June 2003 stating that he had personally investigated claims of yellowcake purchases and believed them to be fraudulent.[72][73] After Wilson's op-ed, Wilson's wife Valerie Plame[image: External link] was publicly identified as an undercover CIA analyst by the columnist Robert Novak[image: External link]. This led to a Justice Department investigation into the source of the leak. The federal investigation led to the conviction of Scooter Libby[image: External link], Vice President Dick Cheney's chief of staff, on charges of perjury and obstruction of justice.[69]

On 1 May 2005, the "Downing Street memo[image: External link]" was published in The Sunday Times[image: External link]. It contained an overview of a secret 23 July 2002 meeting among British government[image: External link], Ministry of Defence[image: External link], and British intelligence[image: External link] figures who discussed the build-up to the Iraq war—including direct references to classified U.S. policy of the time. The memo stated that "Bush wanted to remove Saddam, through military action, justified by the conjunction of terrorism[image: External link] and WMD. But the intelligence and facts were being fixed around the policy".[74]

In September 2002, the Bush administration, the CIA and the DIA (Defense Intelligence Agency[image: External link]) said attempts by Iraq to acquire high-strength aluminum tubes[image: External link] were prohibited under the UN monitoring program and pointed to a clandestine effort to make centrifuges to enrich uranium for nuclear bombs.[75][76] This analysis was opposed by the United States Department of Energy (DOE) and INR[image: External link], which was significant because of DOE's expertise in such gas centrifuges and nuclear weapons programs. The DOE and INR argued that the Iraqi tubes were poorly suited for centrifuges and that while it was technically possible with additional modification, conventional military uses were more plausible.[77] A report released by the Institute for Science and International Security[image: External link] in 2002 reported that it was highly unlikely that the tubes could be used to enrich uranium.[78]

An effort by the DOE to correct this detail in comments prepared for United States Secretary of State Colin Powell[image: External link]'s UN appearance was rebuffed by the administration[78][79] and Powell, in his address to the UN Security Council[image: External link] just before the war, referenced the aluminum tubes, stating that while experts disagreed on whether or not the tubes were destined for a centrifuge program, the specifications of the tubes were unusually tight.[80] Powell later admitted he had presented what turned out to be an inaccurate case to the UN on Iraqi weapons, and the intelligence he was relying on was, in some cases, "deliberately misleading."[81][82][83] After the 2008 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], and the election of Democratic party[image: External link] nominee Barack Obama, President Bush stated that "[my] biggest regret of all the presidency has to have been the intelligence failure in Iraq".[84]
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The CIA had contacted Iraq's foreign minister, Naji Sabri[image: External link], who was being paid by the French as an agent. Sabri informed them that Saddam had hidden poison gas among Sunni tribesmen, had ambitions for a nuclear program but that it was not active, and that no biological weapons were being produced or stockpiled, although research was underway.[85] According to Sidney Blumenthal[image: External link], George Tenet briefed Bush on 18 September 2002, that Sabri had informed them that Iraq did not have WMD.

On 21 June 2006, the U.S. House of Representatives Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence released key points from a classified report from the National Ground Intelligence Center on the recovery of degraded chemical munitions in Iraq. The report stated, "Coalition forces have recovered approximately 500 weapons munitions which contain potentially lethal mustard[image: External link] and pure sarin[image: External link] nerve agent." However, all are thought to be pre-1991 Gulf War[image: External link] munitions.[86] According to the commander of the National Ground Intelligence Center "These are chemical weapons as defined under the Chemical Weapons Convention, and yes ... they do constitute weapons of mass destruction,". In 2006, 2,400 nerve-agent rockets were found in a single compound.[87]

In October 2014, the New York Times reported that U.S. servicemen had been exposed and injured during the disposal and destruction of abandoned 4,990 chemical weapons that had been discovered in Iraq.[88] CBS News reported that the U.S. government had concealed the fact that troops had been injured by chemical weapons.[89][90] US soldiers reporting exposure to mustard gas[image: External link] and sarin[image: External link] allege they were required to keep their exposure secret, sometimes declined admission to hospital and evacuation home despite the request of their commanders.[90] "We were absolutely told not to talk about it" by a colonel, the former sergeant said.[90]

In November 2014, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons reported the recovery and destruction of 4,530 aging chemical weapons by American forces.[91]

In February 2015, The New York Times revealed that following the recovery of 17 Borak in 2004 and early 2005, the United States[image: External link] began acquiring and destroying Borak rockets[image: External link]. The "extraordinary arms purchase plan", known as Operation Avarice[image: External link], continued into 2006 and led to the destroying of more than 400 Borak rockets filled with sarin[image: External link]. The sarin was of a higher purity level than that produced in Iraq in the 1980s.[92]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Biological weapons




Based on reports obtained by the German intelligence service from an Iraqi defector codenamed " Curveball[image: External link]", Colin Powell presented evidence to the United Nations security council that Iraq had an active biological weapons programs. On 15 February 2011, the defector—a scientist identified as Rafid Ahmed Alwan al-Janabi—admitted to journalists working for The Guardian newspaper that he lied to the Bundesnachrichtendienst[image: External link] in order to strengthen the case against Saddam Hussein, whom he wished to see removed from power.[93]
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Further information: WMD conjecture in the aftermath of the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]


In December 2009, the former British[image: External link] prime minister, Tony Blair[image: External link], stated that he "would still have thought it right to remove [Saddam Hussein]" regardless of whether Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction or not.[94]
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In the days immediately following 9/11, the Bush Administration national security team actively debated an invasion of Iraq. A memo written by Sec. Rumsfeld dated 27 November 2001 considers a U.S.–Iraq war. One section of the memo questions "How start?", listing multiple possible justifications for a U.S.–Iraq War.[95]

During 2002, the amount of ordnance used by British and American aircraft patrolling the no-fly zones of Iraq increased compared to the previous years[96] and by August had "become a full air offensive". Tommy Franks[image: External link], the allied commander, later stated that the bombing was designed to "degrade" the Iraqi air defense system before an invasion.[97]

In October 2002, a few days before the United States Senate voted on the Joint Resolution to Authorize the Use of United States Armed Forces Against Iraq[image: External link], about 75 senators were told in closed session[image: External link] that Iraq had the means of attacking the Eastern Seaboard of the U.S. with biological or chemical weapons delivered by unmanned aerial vehicles[image: External link] (UAVs.)[58] On 5 February 2003, Colin Powell[image: External link] presented further evidence in his Iraqi WMD program presentation to the UN Security Council[image: External link] that UAVs were ready to be launched against the United States. At the time, there was a vigorous dispute within the U.S. military and intelligence communities over the accuracy of the CIA's conclusions about Iraqi UAVs.[98] Other intelligence agencies suggested that Iraq did not possess any offensive UAV capability, saying the few they had been designed for surveillance and intended for reconnaissance[image: External link].[99] The Senate voted to approve the Joint Resolution with the support of large bipartisan majorities on 11 October 2002, providing the Bush administration with a legal basis for the U.S. invasion[image: External link] under U.S. law[image: External link].

The resolution granted the authorization by the Constitution of the United States[image: External link] and the United States Congress[image: External link] for the President to command the military[image: External link] to fight anti-United States violence. Citing the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998[image: External link], the resolution reiterated that it should be the policy of the United States to remove the Saddam regime and promote a democratic replacement. The authorization was signed by President George W. Bush on 16 October 2002.

Chief UN weapons inspector Hans Blix[image: External link] remarked in January 2003 that "Iraq appears not to have come to a genuine acceptance—not even today—of the disarmament, which was demanded of it and which it needs to carry out to win the confidence of the world and to live in peace."[100] Among other things he noted that 1,000 short tons (910 t) of chemical agent were unaccounted for, information on Iraq's VX nerve agent[image: External link] program was missing, and that "no convincing evidence" was presented for the destruction of 8,500 litres (1,900 imp gal; 2,200 US gal) of anthrax that had been declared.[100]

In the 2003 State of the Union address[image: External link], President Bush said "we know that Iraq, in the late 1990s, had several mobile biological weapons labs". On 5 February 2003, Secretary of State Colin Powell appeared before the UN to present evidence that Iraq was hiding unconventional weapons.[101] The French government also believed that Saddam had stockpiles of anthrax[image: External link] and botulism[image: External link] toxin[image: External link], and the ability to produce VX.[102] In March, Blix said progress had been made in inspections, and no evidence of WMD had been found.[103] Iraqi scientist Rafid Ahmed Alwan al-Janabi, codenamed "Curveball"[image: External link], admitted in February 2011 that he had lied to the CIA about biological weapons in order to get the U.S. to attack and remove Saddam from power.[104]

In early 2003, the U.S., British, and Spanish governments proposed the so-called "eighteenth resolution" to give Iraq a deadline for compliance with previous resolutions enforced by the threat of military action. This proposed resolution was subsequently withdrawn due to lack of support on the UN Security Council. In particular, North Atlantic Treaty Organization[image: External link] (NATO) members France, Germany and Canada and non-NATO member Russia were opposed to military intervention in Iraq, due to the high level of risk to the international community's security, and defended disarmament through diplomacy.[105][106]

A meeting between George W. Bush and Tony Blair[image: External link] took place on 31 January 2003, in the White House. A secret memo of this meeting[image: External link] purportedly showed that the Bush administration had already decided on the invasion of Iraq at that point. Bush was allegedly floating the idea of painting a U‑2 spyplane[image: External link] in UN colors and letting it fly low over Iraq to provoke Iraqi forces into shooting it down, thereby providing a pretext for the United States and Britain to invade. Bush and Blair made a secret deal to carry out the invasion regardless of whether WMD were discovered by UN weapons inspectors, in direct contradiction with statements Blair made to the British House of Commons[image: External link] afterwards that the Iraqi regime would be given a final chance to disarm. In the memo, Bush is paraphrased as saying, "The start date for the military campaign was now pencilled in for 10 March. This was when the bombing would begin."[107] Bush said to Blair that he "thought it unlikely that there would be internecine warfare between the different religious and ethnic groups" in Iraq after the war.
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Further information: criticism of the Iraq War[image: External link], legitimacy of the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], legality of the Iraq War[image: External link], and Protests against the Iraq War[image: External link]


In October 2002, former U.S. President Bill Clinton warned about possible dangers of pre-emptive military action against Iraq. Speaking in the UK on a Labour Party[image: External link] conference he said: "As a preemptive action today, however well-justified, may come back with unwelcome consequences in the future.... I don't care how precise your bombs and your weapons are, when you set them off, innocent people will die."[108][109] Hillary Clinton[image: External link] while serving as senator voted in favor for military action, though she now says it was a mistake.[110] The majority of Democrats in Congress voted against the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002[image: External link], although a majority of Democrats in the Senate voted in favor of it. Sen. Jim Webb[image: External link] wrote shortly before the vote "Those who are pushing for a unilateral war in Iraq know full well that there is no exit strategy if we invade."[111]

In the same period, Pope John Paul II publicly condemned the military intervention. During a private meeting, he also said directly to George W. Bush: "Mr President, you know my opinion about Iraq War. Lets talk about something else. Every violence, against one or a million, is a blasphemy addressed to the image and likeness of God."[112]

On 20 January 2003, French Foreign Minister[image: External link] Dominique de Villepin[image: External link] declared "we believe that military intervention would be the worst solution".[114] Meanwhile, anti-war groups[image: External link] across the world organised public protests. According to French academic Dominique Reynié[image: External link], between 3 January and 12 April 2003, 36 million people across the globe took part in almost 3,000 protests against war in Iraq, with demonstrations on 15 February 2003, being the largest and most prolific.[115] Nelson Mandela voiced his opposition in late January, stating "All that (Mr. Bush) wants is Iraqi oil[image: External link]," and questioning if Bush deliberately undermined the U.N. "because the secretary-general of the United Nations [was] a black man".[116]

In February 2003, the U.S. Army's top general, Eric Shinseki[image: External link], told the Senate Armed Services Committee that it would take "several hundred thousand soldiers" to secure Iraq.[117] Two days later, U.S. Defense Secretary[image: External link] Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] said the post-war troop commitment would be less than the number of troops required to win the war, and that "the idea that it would take several hundred thousand U.S. forces is far from the mark." Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link] said Shinseki's estimate was "way off the mark," because other countries would take part in an occupying force.[118]

In March 2003, Hans Blix reported that "no evidence of proscribed activities have so far been found" in Iraq, saying that progress was made in inspections, which would continue. He estimated the time remaining for disarmament being verified through inspections to be "months".[103] But the U.S. government announced that "diplomacy has failed", and that it would proceed with a coalition of allied countries—named the "coalition of the willing[image: External link]"—to rid Iraq of its alleged WMD.[citation needed[image: External link]] The U.S. government abruptly advised UN weapons inspectors to leave Baghdad immediately.[119]

There were serious legal questions[image: External link] surrounding the launching of the war against Iraq and the Bush Doctrine of preemptive war in general. On 16 September 2004, Kofi Annan[image: External link], the Secretary General of the United Nations, said of the invasion, "I have indicated it was not in conformity with the UN Charter[image: External link]. From our point of view, from the Charter point of view, it was illegal."[120]

In November 2008 Lord Bingham[image: External link], the former British Law Lord[image: External link], described the war as a serious violation of international law[image: External link], and accused Britain and the United States of acting like a "world vigilante[image: External link]". He also criticized the post-invasion record of Britain as "an occupying power in Iraq". Regarding the treatment of Iraqi detainees in Abu Ghraib, Bingham said: "Particularly disturbing to proponents of the rule of law is the cynical lack of concern for international legality among some top officials in the Bush administration[image: External link]."[121] In July 2010, Deputy Prime Minister of the UK[image: External link] Nick Clegg[image: External link], in an official PMQs session[image: External link] in Parliament, condemned the invasion of Iraq as illegal.[122] Theorist Francis Fukuyama[image: External link] has argued that "the Iraq war and the close association it created between military invasion and democracy promotion tarnished the latter".[123]
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Main articles: 2003 invasion of Iraq, 2003 in Iraq[image: External link], 2003 Iraq war timeline[image: External link], and List of people associated with the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]


See also: Coalition military operations of the Iraq War[image: External link] and Iraq War order of battle[image: External link]


The first Central Intelligence Agency team entered Iraq on 10 July 2002.[124] This team was composed of members of the CIA's Special Activities Division[image: External link] and was later joined by members of the U.S. military's elite Joint Special Operations Command[image: External link] (JSOC).[125] Together, they prepared for the invasion of conventional forces. These efforts consisted of persuading the commanders of several Iraqi military divisions[image: External link] to surrender rather than oppose the invasion, and to identify all the initial leadership targets during very high risk reconnaissance missions.[125]

Most importantly, their efforts organized the Kurdish[image: External link] Peshmerga[image: External link] to become the northern front of the invasion. Together this force defeated Ansar al-Islam[image: External link] in Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link] before the invasion and then defeated the Iraqi army[image: External link] in the north.[125][126] The battle against Ansar al-Islam led to the death of a substantial number of militants and the uncovering of a chemical weapons facility at Sargat.[124][127]

At 5:34 a.m. Baghdad time on 20 March 2003 (9:34 p.m., 19 March EST) the surprise[128] military invasion of Iraq began.[129] There was no declaration of war.[130] The 2003 invasion of Iraq, led by U.S. Army[image: External link] General Tommy Franks[image: External link], under the code-name "Operation Iraqi Freedom",[131] the UK code-name Operation Telic[image: External link], and the Australian code-name Operation Falconer[image: External link]. Coalition forces also cooperated with Kurdish Peshmerga forces in the north. Approximately forty other governments, the "Coalition of the Willing[image: External link]," participated by providing troops, equipment, services, security, and special forces, with 248,000 soldiers from the United States, 45,000 British soldiers, 2,000 Australian soldiers and 194 Polish soldiers from Special Forces[image: External link] unit GROM[image: External link] sent to Kuwait for the invasion.[132] The invasion force was also supported by Iraqi Kurdish[image: External link] militia troops[image: External link], estimated to number upwards of 70,000.[133]

According to General Tommy Franks[image: External link], there were eight objectives of the invasion, "First, ending the regime of Saddam Hussein. Second, to identify, isolate, and eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass destruction. Third, to search for, to capture, and to drive out terrorists from that country. Fourth, to collect such intelligence as we can relate to terrorist networks. Fifth, to collect such intelligence as we can relate to the global network of illicit weapons of mass destruction. Sixth, to end sanctions and to immediately deliver humanitarian support to the displaced and to many needy Iraqi citizens. Seventh, to secure Iraq's oil fields[image: External link] and resources, which belong to the Iraqi people. And last, to help the Iraqi people create conditions for a transition to a representative self-government."[134]

The invasion was a quick and decisive operation encountering major resistance, though not what the U.S., British and other forces expected. The Iraqi regime had prepared to fight both a conventional and irregular war at the same time, conceding territory when faced with superior conventional forces, largely armored, but launching smaller scale attacks in the rear using fighters dressed in civilian and paramilitary clothes. Since the initiation of the war in Iraq, numerous programs were created to "enhance psychological resilience and prevent psychological morbidity in troops."[135]

Coalition troops launched air and amphibious assault[image: External link] on the Al-Faw peninsula[image: External link] to secure the oil fields there and the important ports, supported by warships of the Royal Navy[image: External link], Polish Navy[image: External link], and Royal Australian Navy[image: External link]. The United States Marine Corps[image: External link]' 15th  Marine Expeditionary Unit[image: External link], attached to 3 Commando Brigade and the Polish[image: External link] Special Forces unit GROM[image: External link] attacked the port of Umm Qasr[image: External link], while the British Army[image: External link]'s 16 Air Assault Brigade[image: External link] secured the oil fields in southern Iraq.

The heavy armor of the U.S. 3rd Infantry Division[image: External link] moved westward and then northward through the western desert toward Baghdad, while the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force[image: External link] moved more easterly along Highway 1 through the center of the country, and 1 (UK) Armoured Division[image: External link] moved northward through the eastern marshland. The U.S. 1st Marine Division fought through Nasiriyah[image: External link] in a battle to seize the major road junction and nearby Talil Airfield[image: External link]. The United States Army 3rd Infantry Division defeated Iraqi forces entrenched in and around the airfield.

With the Nasiriyah and Talil Airfields secured in its rear, the 3rd Infantry Division supported by 101st Airborne Division[image: External link] continued its attack north toward Najaf and Karbala, but a severe sand storm slowed the coalition advance and there was a halt to consolidate and make sure the supply lines were secure. When they started again they secured the Karbala Gap, a key approach to Baghdad, then secured the bridges over the Euphrates River[image: External link], and U.S. forces poured through the gap on to Baghdad. In the middle of Iraq, the 1st Marine Division fought its way to the eastern side of Baghdad, and prepared for the attack into Baghdad to seize it.[136]

In the north, OIF‑1 used the largest special operations force since the successful attack on the Taliban government of Afghanistan[image: External link] just over a year earlier.

On 9 April, Baghdad fell, ending Saddam's 24‑year rule. U.S. forces seized the deserted Ba'ath Party[image: External link] ministries and stage-managed[137] the tearing down of a huge iron statue of Saddam, photos and video of which became symbolic of the event, although later controversial. Not seen in the photos or heard on the videos, shot with a zoom lens[image: External link], was the chant of the inflamed crowd for Muqtada al-Sadr[image: External link], the radical Shiite cleric.[138] In November 2008, Iraqi protesters staged a similar stomping on and burning of an effigy of George W. Bush.[139] The abrupt fall of Baghdad was accompanied by a widespread outpouring of gratitude toward the invaders, but also massive civil disorder, including the looting[image: External link] of public and government buildings and drastically increased crime.[140][141]

According to the Pentagon[image: External link], 250,000 short tons (230,000 t) (of 650,000 short tons (590,000 t) total) of ordnance was looted, providing a significant source of ammunition for the Iraqi insurgency[image: External link]. The invasion phase concluded when Tikrit[image: External link], Saddam's home town, fell with little resistance to the U.S. Marines[image: External link] of Task Force Tripoli[image: External link].

In the invasion phase of the war (19 March–30 April), an estimated 9,200 Iraqi combatants were killed by coalition forces along with an estimated 3,750 non-combatants, i.e. civilians who did not take up arms.[142] Coalition forces reported the death in combat of 139 U.S. military personnel[143] and 33 UK military personnel.[144]
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 2003–11: Post-invasion phase




Main article: History of Iraq (2003–11)[image: External link]


Further information: Iraqi insurgency (Iraq War)[image: External link] and Iraq War insurgent attacks[image: External link]
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 2003: Beginnings of insurgency




On 1 May 2003, President Bush visited the aircraft carrier[image: External link] USS Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] operating a few miles west of San Diego, California[image: External link]. At sunset, he held his nationally televised "Mission Accomplished" speech[image: External link]", delivered before the sailors[image: External link] and airmen[image: External link] on the flight deck[image: External link]: Bush declared victory due to the defeat of Iraq's conventional forces.

Nevertheless, Saddam Hussein remained at large and significant pockets of resistance remained. After Bush's speech, coalition forces noticed a flurry of attacks on its troops began to gradually increase in various regions, such as the "Sunni Triangle[image: External link]".[145] The initial Iraqi insurgents were supplied by hundreds of weapons caches created before the invasion by the Iraqi army and Republican Guard[image: External link].

Initially, Iraqi resistance (described by the coalition as "Anti-Iraqi Forces") largely stemmed from fedayeen[image: External link] and Saddam/Ba'ath Party[image: External link] loyalists, but soon religious radicals and Iraqis angered by the occupation contributed to the insurgency. The three provinces with the highest number of attacks were Baghdad[image: External link], Al Anbar[image: External link], and Salah Ad Din[image: External link]. Those three provinces account for 35% of the population, but as of 5 December 2006, were responsible for 73% of U.S. military deaths and an even higher percentage of recent U.S. military deaths (about 80%.)[146]

Insurgents used various guerrilla tactics[image: External link], including mortars, missiles, suicide attacks[image: External link], snipers[image: External link], improvised explosive devices[image: External link] (IEDs), car bombs, small arms fire (usually with assault rifles[image: External link]), and RPGs (rocket propelled grenades[image: External link]), as well as sabotage against the petroleum[image: External link], water, and electrical infrastructure.

Post-invasion Iraq[image: External link] coalition efforts commenced after the fall of Saddam's regime. The coalition nations, together with the United Nations, began to work to establish a stable, compliant democratic[image: External link] state capable of defending itself from non-coalition forces, as well as overcoming internal divisions.[147][148]

Meanwhile, coalition military forces launched several operations around the Tigris[image: External link] River peninsula and in the Sunni Triangle. A series of similar operations were launched throughout the summer in the Sunni Triangle. Toward late-2003, the intensity and pace of insurgent attacks began to increase. A sharp surge in guerrilla attacks ushered in an insurgent effort that was termed as the "Ramadan Offensive[image: External link]", as it coincided with the beginning of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan[image: External link].

To counter this offensive, coalition forces began to use air power and artillery again for the first time since the end of the invasion by striking suspected ambush sites and mortar launching positions. Surveillance of major routes, patrols, and raids on suspected insurgents were stepped up. In addition, two villages, including Saddam's birthplace of al-Auja[image: External link] and the small town of Abu Hishma[image: External link] were surrounded by barbed wire and carefully monitored.
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 Coalition Provisional Authority and the Iraq Survey Group




See also: Iraqi Governing Council[image: External link], International Advisory and Monitoring Board[image: External link], CPA Program Review Board[image: External link], Development Fund for Iraq[image: External link], and Reconstruction of Iraq[image: External link]


Shortly after the invasion, the multinational coalition created the Coalition Provisional Authority[image: External link] (CPA; Arabic[image: External link]: سلطة الائتلاف الموحدة‎‎), based in the Green Zone[image: External link], as a transitional government[image: External link] of Iraq until the establishment of a democratic government. Citing United Nations Security Council Resolution 1483[image: External link] (22 May 2003) and the laws of war[image: External link], the CPA vested itself with executive[image: External link], legislative[image: External link], and judicial[image: External link] authority over the Iraqi government from the period of the CPA's inception on 21 April 2003, until its dissolution on 28 June 2004.

The CPA was originally headed by Jay Garner[image: External link], a former U.S. military officer, but his appointment lasted only until May 11, 2003, when President Bush appointed L. Paul Bremer[image: External link]. On May 16, 2003, his first day on the job, Paul Bremer issued CPA executive order No.1 to exclude from the new Iraqi government and administration members of the Baathist party. This eventually led to the removal of 85,000 to 100,000 Iraqi people from their job,[149] including 40,000 school teachers who had joined the Baath Party simply to keep their jobs. U.S. army general Sanchez called the decision a "catastrophic failure".[150] Bremer served until the CPA's dissolution in July 2004.

Another group created by the multinational force in Iraq[image: External link] post-invasion was the 1,400-member international Iraq Survey Group[image: External link] who conducted a fact-finding mission to find Iraqi weapons of mass destruction (WMD) programmes. In 2004, the ISG's Duelfer Report[image: External link][151] stated that Iraq did not have a viable WMD program.
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 Capturing former government leaders




See also: Supreme Iraqi Criminal Tribunal[image: External link] and Trial of Saddam Hussein[image: External link]


In Summer 2003, the multinational forces focused on capturing the remaining leaders[image: External link] of the former government. On 22 July, a raid by the U.S. 101st Airborne Division[image: External link] and soldiers from Task Force 20[image: External link] killed Saddam's sons ( Uday[image: External link] and Qusay[image: External link]) along with one of his grandsons. In all, over 300 top leaders of the former government were killed or captured, as well as numerous lesser functionaries and military personnel.

Most significantly, Saddam Hussein himself was captured on 13 December 2003, on a farm near Tikrit[image: External link] in Operation Red Dawn[image: External link].[152] The operation was conducted by the United States Army[image: External link]'s 4th Infantry Division[image: External link] and members of Task Force 121[image: External link]. Intelligence on Saddam's whereabouts came from his family members and former bodyguards.[153]

With the capture of Saddam and a drop in the number of insurgent attacks, some concluded the multinational forces were prevailing in the fight against the insurgency. The provisional government began training the new Iraqi security forces intended to police the country, and the United States promised over $20 billion in reconstruction money in the form of credit against Iraq's future oil revenues. Oil revenue was also used for rebuilding schools and for work on the electrical and refining infrastructure.

Shortly after the capture of Saddam, elements left out of the Coalition Provisional Authority[image: External link] began to agitate for elections and the formation of an Iraqi Interim Government[image: External link]. Most prominent among these was the Shia[image: External link] cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani[image: External link]. The Coalition Provisional Authority opposed allowing democratic elections at this time.[154] The insurgents stepped up their activities. The two most turbulent centers were the area around Fallujah[image: External link] and the poor Shia[image: External link] sections of cities from Baghdad (Sadr City[image: External link]) to Basra[image: External link] in the south.
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 2004: Insurgency expands




Main article: 2004 in Iraq[image: External link]



	See also: Military operations of the Iraq War[image: External link] for a list of all Coalition operations for this period, 2004 in Iraq[image: External link], Iraqi coalition counter-insurgency operations[image: External link], Iraqi insurgency (2003–11)[image: External link], United States occupation of Fallujah[image: External link], Iraq Spring Fighting of 2004[image: External link]



The start of 2004 was marked by a relative lull in violence. Insurgent forces reorganised during this time, studying the multinational forces' tactics and planning a renewed offensive. However, violence did increase during the Iraq Spring Fighting of 2004[image: External link] with foreign fighters from around the Middle East as well as al-Qaeda in Iraq[image: External link] (an affiliated al-Qaeda group), led by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link] helping to drive the insurgency.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As the insurgency grew there was a distinct change in targeting from the coalition forces towards the new Iraqi Security Forces, as hundreds of Iraqi civilians and police were killed over the next few months in a series of massive bombings. An organized Sunni insurgency, with deep roots and both nationalist and Islamist motivations, was becoming more powerful throughout Iraq. The Shia Mahdi Army also began launching attacks on coalition targets in an attempt to seize control from Iraqi security forces. The southern and central portions of Iraq were beginning to erupt in urban guerrilla combat as multinational forces attempted to keep control and prepared for a counteroffensive.

The most serious fighting of the war so far began on 31 March 2004, when Iraqi insurgents[image: External link] in Fallujah[image: External link] ambushed a Blackwater USA[image: External link] convoy led by four U.S. private military contractors[image: External link] who were providing security for food caterers Eurest Support Services[image: External link].[156] The four armed contractors, Scott Helvenston[image: External link], Jerko Zovko, Wesley Batalona, and Michael Teague, were killed with grenades and small arms fire. Subsequently, their bodies were dragged from their vehicles by local people, beaten, set ablaze, and their burned corpses hung over a bridge crossing the Euphrates[image: External link].[157] Photos of the event were released to news agencies[image: External link] worldwide, causing a great deal of indignation and moral outrage[image: External link] in the United States, and prompting an unsuccessful "pacification" of the city: the First Battle of Fallujah[image: External link] in April 2004.

The offensive was resumed in November 2004 in the bloodiest battle of the war so far: the Second Battle of Fallujah[image: External link], described by the U.S. military as "the heaviest urban combat[image: External link] (that they had been involved in) since the battle of Hue City[image: External link] in Vietnam[image: External link]."[158] During the assault, U.S. forces used white phosphorus[image: External link] as an incendiary weapon against insurgent personnel, attracting controversy. The 46‑day battle resulted in a victory for the coalition, with 95 U.S. soldiers killed along with approximately 1,350 insurgents. Fallujah was totally devastated during the fighting, though civilian casualties were low, as they had mostly fled before the battle.[159]

Another major event of that year was the revelation of widespread prisoner abuse[image: External link] at Abu Ghraib[image: External link], which received international media attention in April 2004. First reports of the Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse[image: External link], as well as graphic pictures showing U.S. military personnel taunting and abusing Iraqi prisoners, came to public attention from a 60 Minutes II[image: External link] news report (28 April) and a Seymour M. Hersh[image: External link] article in The New Yorker (posted online on 30 April.)[160] Military correspondent Thomas Ricks[image: External link] claimed that these revelations dealt a blow to the moral justifications for the occupation in the eyes of many people, especially Iraqis, and was a turning point in the war.[161]

2004 also marked the beginning of Military Transition Teams[image: External link] in Iraq, which were teams of U.S. military advisors assigned directly to New Iraqi Army units.
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 2005: Elections and transitional government




Further information: 2005 in Iraq[image: External link] and Military transition team[image: External link]


On 31 January, Iraqis elected[image: External link] the Iraqi Transitional Government[image: External link] in order to draft a permanent constitution. Although some violence and a widespread Sunni boycott[image: External link] marred the event, most of the eligible Kurd and Shia populace participated. On 4 February, Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link] announced that 15,000 U.S. troops whose tours of duty had been extended in order to provide election security would be pulled out of Iraq by the next month.[162] February to April proved to be relatively peaceful months compared to the carnage of November and January, with insurgent attacks averaging 30 a day from the prior average of 70.

The Battle of Abu Ghraib[image: External link] on 2 April 2005 was an attack on United States forces at Abu Ghraib prison, which consisted of heavy mortar and rocket fire, under which armed insurgents attacked with grenades, small arms, and two vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices (VBIED). The U.S. force's munitions ran so low that orders to fix bayonets were given in preparation for hand-to-hand fighting. An estimated 80–120 armed insurgents launched a massive coordinated assault on the U.S. military facility and internment camp at Abu Ghraib, Iraq. It was considered to be the largest coordinated assault on a U.S. base since the Vietnam War.[163]

Hopes for a quick end to the insurgency and a withdrawal of U.S. troops were dashed in May, Iraq's bloodiest month since the invasion. Suicide bombers, believed to be mainly disheartened Iraqi Sunni Arabs, Syrians and Saudis, tore through Iraq. Their targets were often Shia gatherings or civilian concentrations of Shias. As a result, over 700 Iraqi civilians died in that month, as well as 79 U.S. soldiers.

The summer of 2005 saw fighting around Baghdad and at Tall Afar[image: External link] in northwestern Iraq as U.S. forces tried to seal off the Syrian border. This led to fighting in the autumn in the small towns of the Euphrates[image: External link] valley between the capital and that border.[164]

A referendum was held on 15 October in which the new Iraqi constitution[image: External link] was ratified[image: External link]. An Iraqi national assembly[image: External link] was elected in December[image: External link], with participation from the Sunnis as well as the Kurds and Shia.[164]

Insurgent attacks increased in 2005 with 34,131 recorded incidents, compared to a total 26,496 for the previous year.[165]
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 2006: Civil war and permanent Iraqi government




Further information: 2006 in Iraq[image: External link], Civil war in Iraq (2006–07)[image: External link], Operation Together Forward[image: External link], and Provincial Reconstruction Team[image: External link]


The beginning of 2006 was marked by government creation talks, growing sectarian violence, and continuous anti-coalition attacks. Sectarian violence expanded to a new level of intensity following the al-Askari Mosque bombing[image: External link] in the Iraqi city of Samarra, on 22 February 2006. The explosion at the mosque, one of the holiest sites in Shi'a Islam, is believed to have been caused by a bomb planted by al-Qaeda.

Although no injuries occurred in the blast, the mosque was severely damaged and the bombing resulted in violence over the following days. Over 100 dead bodies with bullet holes were found on 23 February, and at least 165 people are thought to have been killed. In the aftermath of this attack the U.S. military calculated that the average homicide rate in Baghdad tripled from 11 to 33 deaths per day. In 2006 the UN described the environment in Iraq as a "civil war[image: External link]-like situation".[166]

On March 12, five United States Army soldiers of the 502nd Infantry Regiment[image: External link], raped the 14-year-old Iraqi girl Abeer Qassim Hamza al‑Janabi[image: External link], and then murdered her, her father, her mother Fakhriya Taha Muhasen and her six-year-old sister Hadeel Qassim Hamza al-Janabi. The soldiers then set fire to the girl's body to conceal evidence of the crime.[167] Four of the soldiers were convicted of rape[image: External link] and murder[image: External link] and the fifth was convicted of lesser crimes for the involvement in the war crime[image: External link], that became known as the Mahmudiyah killings[image: External link].[168][169]

On 6 June 2006, the United States was successful in tracking Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link], the leader of al-Qaeda in Iraq[image: External link] who was killed in a targeted killing[image: External link], while attending a meeting in an isolated safehouse approximately 8 km (5.0 mi) north of Baqubah. Having been tracked by a British UAV, radio contact was made between the controller and two United States Air Force F-16[image: External link]C jets, which identified the house and at 14:15 GMT, the lead jet dropped two 500‑pound (230 kg) guided bombs, a laser-guided GBU‑12 and GPS-guided GBU‑38 on the building where he was located at. Six others—three male and three female individuals—were also reported killed. Among those killed were one of his wives and their child.

The current government of Iraq took office on 20 May 2006, following approval by the members[image: External link] of the Iraqi National Assembly[image: External link]. This followed the general election in December 2005[image: External link]. The government succeeded the Iraqi Transitional Government, which had continued in office in a caretaker capacity[image: External link] until the formation of the permanent government.
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 Iraq Study Group report and Saddam's execution




Main articles: Iraq Study Group and Execution of Saddam Hussein[image: External link]


The Iraq Study Group Report[image: External link] was released on 6 December 2006. Iraq Study Group, made up of people from both of the major U.S. parties, was led by co-chairs James Baker, a former Secretary of State (Republican), and Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link], a former U.S. Representative (Democrat). It concluded that "the situation in Iraq is grave and deteriorating" and "U.S. forces seem to be caught in a mission that has no foreseeable end." The report's 79 recommendations include increasing diplomatic measures with Iran and Syria[image: External link] and intensifying efforts to train Iraqi troops. On 18 December, a Pentagon report found that insurgent attacks were averaging about 960 attacks per week, the highest since the reports had begun in 2005.[170]

Coalition forces formally transferred control of a province to the Iraqi government, the first since the war. Military prosecutors charged eight U.S. Marines with the murders of 24 Iraqi civilians in Haditha[image: External link] in November 2005, 10 of them women and children. Four officers were also charged with dereliction of duty[image: External link] in relation to the event.[171]

Saddam Hussein was hanged on 30 December 2006, after being found guilty of crimes against humanity[image: External link] by an Iraqi court after a year-long trial.[172]
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 2007: U.S. troops surge




Further information: 2007 in Iraq[image: External link], Iraq War troop surge of 2007, Timeline of the Iraq War troop surge of 2007[image: External link], and Strategic reset[image: External link]


In a January 10, 2007, televised address to the U.S. public, Bush proposed 21,500 more troops for Iraq, a job program for Iraqis, more reconstruction proposals, and $1.2 billion for these programs.[173] On 23 January 2007, in the 2007 State of the Union Address, Bush announced "deploying reinforcements of more than 20,000 additional soldiers and Marines to Iraq".

On 10 February 2007, David Petraeus[image: External link] was made commander of Multi-National Force – Iraq[image: External link] (MNF-I), the four-star post that oversees all coalition forces in country, replacing General George Casey[image: External link]. In his new position, Petraeus oversaw all coalition forces in Iraq and employed them in the new "Surge" strategy outlined by the Bush administration.[174][175] 2007 also saw a sharp increase in insurgent chlorine bombings[image: External link].

On 10 May 2007, 144 Iraqi Parliamentary lawmakers signed onto a legislative petition calling on the United States to set a timetable for withdrawal.[176] On 3 June 2007, the Iraqi Parliament voted 85 to 59 to require the Iraqi government to consult with Parliament before requesting additional extensions of the UN Security Council Mandate for Coalition operations in Iraq.[177] Despite this, the mandate was renewed on 18 December 2007, without the approval of the Iraqi parliament.[178]

Pressures on U.S. troops were compounded by the continuing withdrawal of coalition forces.[citation needed[image: External link]] In early 2007, British Prime Minister Blair announced that following Operation Sinbad[image: External link] British troops would begin to withdraw from Basra Governorate[image: External link], handing security over to the Iraqis.[179] In July Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen[image: External link] also announced the withdrawal of 441 Danish troops from Iraq, leaving only a unit of nine soldiers manning four observational helicopters.[180]
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 Planned troop reduction




See also: Provincial Iraqi Control[image: External link]


In a speech made to Congress on 10 September 2007, Petraeus "envisioned the withdrawal of roughly 30,000 U.S. troops by next summer, beginning with a Marine contingent [in September]."[181] On 13 September, Bush backed a limited withdrawal of troops from Iraq.[182] Bush said 5,700 personnel would be home by Christmas 2007, and expected thousands more to return by July 2008. The plan would take troop numbers back to their level before the surge at the beginning of 2007.
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 Effects of the surge on security




By March 2008, violence in Iraq was reported curtailed by 40–80%, according to a Pentagon report.[183] Independent reports[184][185] raised questions about those assessments. An Iraqi military spokesman claimed that civilian deaths since the start of the troop surge plan were 265 in Baghdad, down from 1,440 in the four previous weeks. The New York Times counted more than 450 Iraqi civilians killed during the same 28‑day period, based on initial daily reports from Iraqi Interior Ministry[image: External link] and hospital officials.

Historically, the daily counts tallied by The New York Times have underestimated the total death toll by 50% or more when compared to studies by the United Nations, which rely upon figures from the Iraqi Health Ministry[image: External link] and morgue figures.[186]

The rate of U.S. combat deaths in Baghdad nearly doubled to 3.14 per day in the first seven weeks of the "surge" in security activity, compared to previous period. Across the rest of Iraq it decreased slightly.[187][188]

On 14 August 2007, the deadliest single attack of the whole war[image: External link] occurred. Nearly 800 civilians were killed by a series of coordinated suicide bomb attacks on the northern Iraqi settlement of Kahtaniya[image: External link]. More than 100 homes and shops were destroyed in the blasts. U.S. officials blamed al‑Qaeda. The targeted villagers belonged to the non-Muslim Yazidi[image: External link] ethnic minority. The attack may have represented the latest in a feud that erupted earlier that year when members of the Yazidi community stoned to death a teenage girl called Du'a Khalil Aswad[image: External link] accused of dating a Sunni Arab man and converting to Islam. The killing of the girl was recorded on camera-mobiles and the video was uploaded onto the internet.[189][190][191][192]

On 13 September 2007, Abdul Sattar Abu Risha[image: External link] was killed in a bomb attack in the city of Ramadi[image: External link].[193] He was an important U.S. ally because he led the "Anbar Awakening[image: External link]", an alliance of Sunni Arab tribes that opposed al-Qaeda. The latter organisation claimed responsibility for the attack.[194] A statement posted on the Internet by the shadowy Islamic State of Iraq[image: External link] called Abu Risha "one of the dogs of Bush" and described Thursday's killing as a "heroic operation that took over a month to prepare".[195]

There was a reported trend of decreasing U.S. troop deaths after May 2007,[196] and violence against coalition troops had fallen to the "lowest levels since the first year of the American invasion".[197] These, and several other positive developments, were attributed to the surge by many analysts.[198]

Data from the Pentagon and other U.S. agencies such as the Government Accountability Office[image: External link] (GAO) found that daily attacks against civilians in Iraq remained "about the same" since February. The GAO also stated that there was no discernible trend in sectarian violence.[199] However, this report ran counter to reports to Congress, which showed a general downward trend in civilian deaths and ethno-sectarian violence since December 2006.[200] By late 2007, as the U.S. troop surge began to wind down, violence in Iraq had begun to decrease from its 2006 highs.[201]

Entire neighborhoods in Baghdad were ethnically cleansed by Shia and Sunni militias and sectarian violence[image: External link] has broken out in every Iraqi city where there is a mixed population.[202][203][204] Investigative reporter Bob Woodward cites U.S. government sources according to which the U.S. "surge" was not the primary reason for the drop in violence in 2007–08. Instead, according to that view, the reduction of violence was due to newer covert techniques by U.S. military and intelligence officials to find, target and kill insurgents, including working closely with former insurgents.[205]

In the Shia region near Basra[image: External link], British forces turned over security for the region to Iraqi Security Forces. Basra is the ninth province of Iraq's 18 provinces to be returned to local security forces' control since the beginning of the occupation.[206]
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 Political developments




More than half of the members of Iraq's parliament rejected the continuing occupation of their country for the first time. 144 of the 275 lawmakers signed onto a legislative petition that would require the Iraqi government to seek approval from Parliament before it requests an extension of the UN mandate for foreign forces to be in Iraq, which expires at the end of 2008. It also calls for a timetable for troop withdrawal and a freeze on the size of foreign forces. The UN Security Council mandate for U.S.‑led forces in Iraq will terminate "if requested by the government of Iraq."[207] Under Iraqi law, the speaker must present a resolution called for by a majority of lawmakers.[208] 59% of those polled in the U.S. support a timetable for withdrawal.[209]

In mid-2007, the Coalition began a controversial program to recruit Iraqi Sunnis (often former insurgents) for the formation of "Guardian" militias. These Guardian militias are intended to support and secure various Sunni neighborhoods against the Islamists.[210]
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 Tensions with Iran




Further information: United States-Iran relations[image: External link] and Karbala provincial headquarters raid[image: External link]


In 2007, tensions increased greatly between Iran and Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link] due to the latter's giving sanctuary to the militant Kurdish secessionist group Party for a Free Life in Kurdistan[image: External link] (PEJAK.) According to reports, Iran had been shelling PEJAK positions in Iraqi Kurdistan since 16 August. These tensions further increased with an alleged border incursion on 23 August by Iranian troops who attacked several Kurdish villages killing an unknown number of civilians and militants.[211]

Coalition forces also began to target[image: External link] alleged Iranian Quds force[image: External link] operatives in Iraq, either arresting or killing suspected members[image: External link]. The Bush administration and coalition leaders began to publicly state that Iran was supplying weapons, particularly EFP[image: External link] devices, to Iraqi insurgents and militias although to date have failed to provide any proof for these allegations. Further sanctions on Iranian organizations were also announced by the Bush administration in the autumn of 2007. On 21 November 2007, Lieutenant General James Dubik, who is in charge of training Iraqi security forces, praised Iran for its "contribution to the reduction of violence" in Iraq by upholding its pledge to stop the flow of weapons, explosives and training of extremists in Iraq.[212]
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 Tensions with Turkey




Further information: 2008 Turkish incursion into northern Iraq[image: External link]


Border incursions by PKK[image: External link] militants based in Northern Iraq have continued to harass Turkish forces, with casualties on both sides. In the fall of 2007, the Turkish military stated their right to cross the Iraqi Kurdistan border in "hot pursuit" of PKK militants and began shelling Kurdish areas in Iraq and attacking PKK bases in the Mount Cudi[image: External link] region with aircraft.[213][214] The Turkish parliament approved a resolution permitting the military to pursue the PKK in Iraqi Kurdistan.[215] In November, Turkish gunships attacked parts of northern Iraq in the first such attack by Turkish aircraft since the border tensions escalated.[216] Another series of attacks in mid-December hit PKK targets in the Qandil, Zap, Avashin and Hakurk regions. The latest series of attacks involved at least 50 aircraft and artillery and Kurdish officials reported one civilian killed and two wounded.[217]

Additionally, weapons that were given to Iraqi security forces by the U.S. military were being recovered by authorities in Turkey after being used by PKK in that state.[218]
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 Blackwater private security controversy




Main article: Blackwater Baghdad shootings[image: External link]


On 17 September 2007, the Iraqi government announced that it was revoking the license of the U.S. security firm Blackwater USA[image: External link] over the firm's involvement in the killing of eight civilians, including a woman and an infant,[219] in a firefight that followed a car bomb explosion near a State Department motorcade.
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 2008: Civil war continues




Further information: 2008 in Iraq[image: External link]


Throughout 2008, U.S. officials and independent think tanks began to point to improvements in the security situation, as measured by key statistics. According to the U.S. Defense Department[image: External link], in December 2008 the "overall level of violence" in the country had dropped 80% since before the surge began in January 2007, and the country's murder rate had dropped to prewar levels. They also pointed out that the casualty figure for U.S. forces in 2008 was 314 against a figure of 904 in 2007.[220]

According to the Brookings Institution[image: External link], Iraqi civilian fatalities numbered 490 in November 2008 as against 3,500 in January 2007, whereas attacks against the coalition numbered somewhere between 200 and 300 per week in the latter half of 2008, as opposed to a peak of nearly 1,600 in summer 2007. The number of Iraqi security forces killed was under 100 per month in the second half of 2008, from a high of 200 to 300 in summer 2007.[221]

Meanwhile, the proficiency of the Iraqi military increased as it launched a spring offensive against Shia militias, which Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki had previously been criticized for allowing to operate. This began with a March operation against the Mehdi Army[image: External link] in Basra, which led to fighting in Shia areas up and down the country, especially in the Sadr City[image: External link] district of Baghdad. By October, the British officer in charge of Basra said that since the operation the town had become "secure" and had a murder rate comparable to Manchester[image: External link] in England.[222] The U.S. military also said there had been a decrease of about a quarter in the quantity of Iranian-made explosives found in Iraq in 2008, possibly indicating a change in Iranian policy.[223]

Progress in Sunni areas continued after members of the Awakening movement[image: External link] were transferred from U.S. military to Iraqi control.[224] In May, the Iraqi army – backed by coalition support – launched an offensive in Mosul[image: External link], the last major Iraqi stronghold of al-Qaeda. Despite detaining thousands of individuals, the offensive failed to lead to major long-term security improvements in Mosul. At the end of the year, the city remained a major flashpoint.[225][226]

In the regional dimension, the ongoing conflict between Turkey and PKK[image: External link][227][228][229] intensified on 21 February, when Turkey launched a ground attack[image: External link] into the Quandeel Mountains of Northern Iraq. In the nine-day-long operation, around 10,000 Turkish troops advanced up to 25 km into Northern Iraq. This was the first substantial ground incursion by Turkish forces since 1995.[230][231]

Shortly after the incursion began, both the Iraqi cabinet and the Kurdistan regional government condemned Turkey's actions and called for the immediate withdrawal of Turkish troops from the region.[232] Turkish troops withdrew on 29 February.[233] The fate of the Kurds and the future of the ethnically diverse city of Kirkuk[image: External link] remained a contentious issue in Iraqi politics.

U.S. military officials met these trends with cautious optimism as they approached what they described as the "transition" embodied in the U.S.–Iraq Status of Forces Agreement, which was negotiated throughout 2008.[220] The commander of the coalition, U.S. General Raymond T. Odierno[image: External link], noted that "in military terms, transitions are the most dangerous time" in December 2008.[220]
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 Spring offensives on Shiite militias




Further information: Iraq Spring Fighting of 2008[image: External link], Siege of Sadr City[image: External link], and Battle of Basra (2008)


At the end of March, the Iraqi Army, with Coalition air support, launched an offensive, dubbed "Charge of the Knights", in Basra to secure the area from militias. This was the first major operation where the Iraqi Army did not have direct combat support from conventional coalition ground troops. The offensive was opposed by the Mahdi Army, one of the militias, which controlled much of the region.[234][235] Fighting quickly spread to other parts of Iraq: including Sadr City[image: External link], Al Kut[image: External link], Al Hillah[image: External link] and others. During the fighting Iraqi forces met stiff resistance from militiamen in Basra to the point that the Iraqi military offensive slowed to a crawl, with the high attrition rates finally forcing the Sadrists to the negotiating table.

Following talks with Brig. Gen. Qassem Suleimani[image: External link], commander of the Qods brigades[image: External link] of Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps[image: External link], and the intercession of the Iranian government[image: External link], on 31 March 2008, al‑Sadr ordered his followers to ceasefire.[236] The militiamen kept their weapons.

By 12 May 2008, Basra "residents overwhelmingly reported a substantial improvement in their everyday lives" according to The New York Times. "Government forces have now taken over Islamic militants' headquarters and halted the death squads and 'vice enforcers' who attacked women, Christians, musicians, alcohol sellers and anyone suspected of collaborating with Westerners", according to the report; however, when asked how long it would take for lawlessness to resume if the Iraqi army left, one resident replied, "one day".[235]

In late April roadside bombings continued to rise from a low in January—from 114 bombings to more than 250, surpassing the May 2007 high.
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 Congressional testimony




Speaking before the Congress on 8 April 2008, General David Petraeus[image: External link] urged delaying troop withdrawals, saying, "I've repeatedly noted that we haven't turned any corners, we haven't seen any lights at the end of the tunnel," referencing the comments of then President Bush and former Vietnam-era General William Westmoreland[image: External link].[237] When asked by the Senate if reasonable people could disagree on the way forward, Petraeus said, "We fight for the right of people to have other opinions."[238]

Upon questioning by then Senate committee chair Joe Biden, Ambassador Crocker admitted that Al‑Qaeda in Iraq was less important than the Al Qaeda organization led by Osama bin Laden along the Afghan-Pakistani border.[239] Lawmakers from both parties complained that U.S. taxpayers are carrying Iraq's burden as it earns billions of dollars in oil revenues.
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 Iraqi security forces rearm




Iraq became one of the top current purchasers of U.S. military equipment with their army trading its AK‑47[image: External link] assault rifles for the U.S. M‑16[image: External link] and M‑4[image: External link] rifles, among other equipment.[240] In 2008 alone, Iraq accounted for more than $12.5 billion of the $34 billion U.S. weapon sales to foreign countries (not including the potential F-16 fighter planes.).[241]

Iraq sought 36 F‑16s[image: External link], the most sophisticated weapons system Iraq has attempted to purchase. The Pentagon notified Congress that it had approved the sale of 24 American attack helicopters to Iraq, valued at as much as $2.4 billion. Including the helicopters, Iraq announced plans to purchase at least $10 billion in U.S. tanks and armored vehicles, transport planes and other battlefield equipment and services. Over the summer, the Defense Department announced that the Iraqi government wanted to order more than 400 armored vehicles and other equipment worth up to $3 billion, and six C-130J transport planes, worth up to $1.5 billion.[242][243] From 2005 to 2008, the United States had completed approximately $20 billion in arms sales agreements with Iraq.[244]
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 Status of forces agreement




Main article: U.S.–Iraq Status of Forces Agreement


The U.S.–Iraq Status of Forces Agreement was approved by the Iraqi government on 4 December 2008.[245] It established that U.S. combat forces would withdraw from Iraqi cities by 30 June 2009, and that all U.S. forces would be completely out of Iraq by 31 December 2011. The pact was subject to possible negotiations which could have delayed withdrawal and a referendum scheduled for mid-2009 in Iraq, which might have required all U.S. forces to completely leave by the middle of 2010.[246][247] The pact required criminal charges for holding prisoners over 24 hours, and required a warrant for searches of homes and buildings that are not related to combat.[248]

U.S. contractors working for U.S. forces will be subject to Iraqi criminal law, while contractors working for the State Department and other U.S. agencies may retain their immunity. If U.S. forces commit still undecided "major premeditated felonies" while off-duty and off-base, they will be subject to the still undecided procedures laid out by a joint U.S.‑Iraq committee if the United States certifies the forces were off-duty.[249][250][251][252]

Some Americans have discussed "loopholes"[253] and some Iraqis have said they believe parts of the pact remain a "mystery".[254] U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates has predicted that after 2011 he would expect to see "perhaps several tens of thousands of American troops" as part of a residual force in Iraq.[255]

Several groups of Iraqis protested the passing of the SOFA accord[256][257][258] as prolonging and legitimizing the occupation. Tens of thousands of Iraqis burned an effigy[image: External link] of George W. Bush in a central Baghdad square[image: External link] where U.S. troops five years previously organized a tearing down of a statue of Saddam Hussein.[137][254][259] Some Iraqis expressed skeptical optimism that the U.S. would completely end its presence by 2011.[260] On 4 December 2008, Iraq's presidential council approved the security pact.[245]

A representative of Grand Ayatollah Ali Husseini al‑Sistani expressed concern with the ratified version of the pact and noted that the government of Iraq has no authority to control the transfer of occupier forces into and out of Iraq, no control of shipments, and that the pact grants the occupiers immunity from prosecution in Iraqi courts. He said that Iraqi rule in the country is not complete while the occupiers are present, but that ultimately the Iraqi people would judge the pact in a referendum.[259] Thousands of Iraqis have gathered weekly after Friday prayers and shouted anti‑U.S. and anti-Israeli slogans protesting the security pact between Baghdad and Washington. A protester said that despite the approval of the Interim Security pact, the Iraqi people would break it in a referendum next year.[261]
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 2009: Coalition redeployment




Further information: 2009 in Iraq[image: External link]
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 Transfer of Green Zone




On 1 January 2009, the United States handed control of the Green Zone[image: External link] and Saddam Hussein's presidential palace to the Iraqi government in a ceremonial move described by the country's prime minister as a restoration of Iraq's sovereignty. Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki said he would propose 1 January be declared national "Sovereignty Day". "This palace is the symbol of Iraqi sovereignty and by restoring it, a real message is directed to all Iraqi people that Iraqi sovereignty has returned to its natural status", al‑Maliki said.

The U.S. military attributed a decline in reported civilian deaths to several factors including the U.S.‑led "troop surge", the growth of U.S.-funded Awakening Councils[image: External link], and Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr's call for his militia to abide by a cease fire.[262]
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 Provincial elections




Main article: Iraqi governorate elections, 2009


On 31 January, Iraq held provincial elections.[263] Provincial candidates and those close to them faced some political assassinations and attempted assassinations, and there was also some other violence related to the election.[264][265][266][267]

Iraqi voter turnout failed to meet the original expectations which were set and was the lowest on record in Iraq,[268] but U.S. Ambassador Ryan Crocker characterized the turnout as "large".[269] Of those who turned out to vote, some groups complained of disenfranchisement and fraud.[268][270][271] After the post-election curfew was lifted, some groups made threats about what would happen if they were unhappy with the results.[272]
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 Exit strategy announcement




On 27 February, United States President Barack Obama gave a speech at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune[image: External link] in the U.S. state of North Carolina[image: External link] announcing that the U.S. combat mission in Iraq would end by 31 August 2010. A "transitional force" of up to 50,000 troops tasked with training the Iraqi Security Forces[image: External link], conducting counterterrorism[image: External link] operations, and providing general support may remain until the end of 2011, the president added. However, the insurgency in 2011 and the rise of ISIS in 2014 caused the war to continue[273]

The day before Obama's speech, Prime Minister of Iraq Nuri al‑Maliki[image: External link] said at a press conference that the government of Iraq[image: External link] had "no worries" over the impending departure of U.S. forces and expressed confidence in the ability of the Iraqi Security Forces and police to maintain order without U.S. military support.[274]
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 Sixth anniversary protests




On 9 April, the 6th anniversary of Baghdad's fall to coalition forces, tens of thousands of Iraqis thronged Baghdad to mark the anniversary and demand the immediate departure of coalition forces. The crowds of Iraqis stretched from the Sadr City slum in northeast Baghdad to the square around 5 km (3.1 mi) away, where protesters burned an effigy featuring the face of U.S. President George W. Bush.[275] There were also Sunni Muslims in the crowd. Police said many Sunnis, including prominent leaders such as a founding sheikh from the Sons of Iraq[image: External link], took part.[276]
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 Coalition forces withdraw




On 30 April, the United Kingdom formally ended combat operations. Prime Minister[image: External link] Gordon Brown characterized the operation in Iraq as a "success story" because of UK troops' efforts. Britain handed control of Basra to the United States Armed Forces.[277]

On 28 July, Australia withdrew its combat forces as the Australian military presence in Iraq ended, per an agreement with the Iraqi government.

The withdrawal of U.S. forces began at the end of June, with 38 bases to be handed over to Iraqi forces. On 29 June 2009, U.S. forces withdrew from Baghdad. On 30 November 2009, Iraqi Interior Ministry[image: External link] officials reported that the civilian death toll in Iraq fell to its lowest level in November since the 2003 invasion.[278]
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 Iraq awards oil contracts




On 30 June and 11 December 2009, the Iraqi ministry of oil[image: External link] awarded contracts to international oil companies for some of Iraq's many oil fields[image: External link]. The winning oil companies enter joint ventures with the Iraqi ministry of oil, and the terms of the awarded contracts include extraction of oil for a fixed fee of approximately $1.40 per barrel.[279][280][281] The fees will only be paid once a production threshold set by the Iraqi ministry of oil is reached.
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 2010: U.S. drawdown and Operation New Dawn




Further information: 2010 in Iraq[image: External link] and Withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq[image: External link]


On 17 February 2010, U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates announced that as of 1 September, the name "Operation Iraqi Freedom" would be replaced by "Operation New Dawn".[282]

On 18 April, U.S. and Iraqi forces killed Abu Ayyub al-Masri[image: External link] the leader of al-Qaeda in Iraq[image: External link] in a joint American and Iraqi operation near Tikrit[image: External link], Iraq.[283] The coalition forces believed al-Masri to be wearing a suicide vest and proceeded cautiously. After the lengthy exchange of fire and bombing of the house, the Iraqi troops stormed inside and found two women still alive, one of whom was al-Masri's wife, and four dead men, identified as al-Masri, Abu Abdullah al-Rashid al-Baghdadi[image: External link], an assistant to al-Masri, and al-Baghdadi's son. A suicide vest was indeed found on al-Masri's corpse, as the Iraqi Army subsequently stated.[284] Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki announced the killings of Abu Omar al-Baghdadi and Abu Ayyub al-Masri at a news conference in Baghdad and showed reporters photographs of their bloody corpses. "The attack was carried out by ground forces which surrounded the house, and also through the use of missiles," Mr Maliki said. "During the operation computers were seized with e-mails and messages to the two biggest terrorists, Osama bin Laden and [his deputy] Ayman al-Zawahiri", Maliki added. U.S. forces commander Gen. Raymond Odierno[image: External link] praised the operation. "The death of these terrorists is potentially the most significant blow to al‑Qaeda in Iraq since the beginning of the insurgency", he said. "There is still work to do but this is a significant step forward in ridding Iraq of terrorists."

U.S. Vice President Joe Biden stated that the deaths of the top two al‑Qaeda figures in Iraq are "potentially devastating" blows to the terror network there and proof that Iraqi security forces are gaining ground.[285]

On 20 June, Iraq's Central Bank was bombed in an attack that left 15 people dead and brought much of downtown Baghdad to a standstill. The attack was claimed to have been carried out by the Islamic State of Iraq[image: External link]. This attack was followed by another attack on Iraq's Bank of Trade building that killed 26 and wounded 52 people.[286]

In late August 2010, insurgents conducted a major attack[image: External link] with at least 12 car bombs simultaneously detonating from Mosul to Basra and killing at least 51. These attacks coincided with the U.S. plans for a withdrawal of combat troops.[287]

From the end of August 2010, the United States attempted to dramatically cut its combat role in Iraq, with the withdrawal of all U.S. ground forces designated for active combat operations. The last U.S. combat brigades departed Iraq in the early morning of 19 August[image: External link]. Convoys of U.S. troops had been moving out of Iraq to Kuwait[image: External link] for several days, and NBC News broadcast live from Iraq as the last convoy crossed the border. While all combat brigades left the country, an additional 50,000 personnel (including Advise and Assist Brigades) remained in the country to provide support for the Iraqi military.[288][289] These troops are required to leave Iraq by 31 December 2011 under an agreement between the U.S. and Iraqi governments.[290]

The desire to step back from an active counter-insurgency role did not however mean that the Advise and Assist Brigades and other remaining U.S. forces would not be caught up in combat. A standards memo from the Associated Press reiterated "combat in Iraq is not over, and we should not uncritically repeat suggestions that it is, even if they come from senior officials".[291]

State Department spokesman P. J. Crowley stated "... we are not ending our work in Iraq, We have a long-term commitment to Iraq."[292] On 31 August, Obama announced the end of Operation Iraqi Freedom from the Oval Office. In his address, he covered the role of the United States' soft power, the effect the war had on the United States economy, and the legacy of the Afghanistan and Iraq wars.[293]

On the same day in Iraq, at a ceremony at one of Saddam Hussein's former residences at Al Faw Palace[image: External link] in Baghdad, a number of U.S. dignitaries spoke in a ceremony for television cameras, avoiding overtones of the triumphalism[image: External link] present in U.S. announcements made earlier in the war. Vice President Joe Biden expressed concerns regarding the ongoing lack of progress in forming a new Iraqi government, saying of the Iraqi people that "they expect a government that reflects the results of the votes they cast". Gen. Ray Odierno[image: External link] stated that the new era "in no way signals the end of our commitment to the people of Iraq". Speaking in Ramadi[image: External link] earlier in the day, Gates said that U.S. forces "have accomplished something really quite extraordinary here, [but] how it all weighs in the balance over time I think remains to be seen". When asked by reporters if the seven-year war was worth doing, Gates commented that "It really requires a historian's perspective in terms of what happens here in the long run". He noted the Iraq War "will always be clouded by how it began" regarding Saddam Hussein's supposed weapons of mass destruction[image: External link], which were never confirmed to have existed. Gates continued, "This is one of the reasons that this war remains so controversial at home".[294] On the same day Gen. Ray Odierno[image: External link] was replaced by Lloyd Austin[image: External link] as Commander of U.S. forces in Iraq.

On 7 September, two U.S. troops were killed and nine wounded in an incident at an Iraqi military base. The incident is under investigation by Iraqi and U.S. forces, but it is believed that an Iraqi soldier opened fire on U.S. forces.[295]

On 8 September, the U.S. Army announced the arrival in Iraq of the first specifically-designated Advise and Assist Brigade, the 3d Armored Cavalry Regiment[image: External link]. It was announced that the unit would assume responsibilities in five southern provinces.[296] From 10–13 September, Second Advise and Assist Brigade, 25th Infantry Division[image: External link] fought Iraqi insurgents[image: External link] near Diyala[image: External link].

According to reports from Iraq, hundreds of members of the Sunni Awakening Councils[image: External link] may have switched allegiance back to the Iraqi insurgency or al Qaeda.[297]

Wikileaks[image: External link] disclosed 391,832 classified U.S. military documents on the Iraq War[image: External link].[298][299][300] Approximately, 58 people were killed with another 40 wounded in an attack on the Sayidat al‑Nejat church, a Chaldean Catholic church in Baghdad. Responsibility for the attack was claimed by the Islamic State in Iraq organization.[301]

Coordinated attacks in primarily Shia areas struck throughout Baghdad on 2 November, killing approximately 113 and wounding 250 with around 17 bombs.[302]
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 Iraqi security forces transition towards self-reliance




Preparing to buy $13 billion worth of American arms, the Iraq Defense Ministry[image: External link] intends to transform the country's degraded conventional forces into a state-of-the-art military and become among the world's biggest customers for American military arms and equipment. Part of the planned purchase includes 140 M1 Abrams[image: External link] main battle tanks[image: External link]. Iraqi crews have already begun training on them. In addition to the $13 billion purchase, the Iraqis have requested 18 F-16 Fighting Falcons[image: External link] as part of a $4.2 billion program that also includes aircraft training and maintenance, AIM‑9 Sidewinder[image: External link] air-to-air missiles[image: External link], laser-guided bombs[image: External link] and reconnaissance equipment.[303] If approved by Congress, the first aircraft could arrive in spring 2013. Under the plan, the first 10 pilots would be trained in the United States.[304]

The Iraqi navy also inaugurated U.S.‑built Swift Class patrol boat at Umm Qasr, Iraq's main port at the northern end of the gulf. Iraq is to take delivery of 14 more of these $20 million, 50‑foot craft before U.S. forces depart. The high-speed vessels' main mission will be to protect the oil terminals at al‑Basra and Khor al-Amiya through which some 1.7 million barrels a day are loaded into tankers for export. Two U.S.‑built offshore support vessels, each costing $70 million, were expected to be delivered in 2011.[303]

The United States Department of Defense had issued notification of an additional $100 million proposed sales of arms from the U.S. to Iraq. General Dynamics is to be the prime contractor on a $36 million deal for the supply of ammunition for Iraq's Abrams M1 A1 tanks. The sale consists of: 14,010 TP-T M831A1 120mm Cartridges; 16,110 TPCSDS-T M865 120mm Cartridges; and 3,510 HEAT-MP-T M830A1 120mm Cartridges. Raytheon is proposed as the prime contractor for a $68 million package of "Command, Control, Communications, Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance ( C4ISR[image: External link]) Systems".[305]
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 UN lifts restrictions on Iraq




In a move to legitimize the existing Iraqi government, the United Nations lifted the Saddam Hussein-era UN restrictions on Iraq. These included allowing Iraq to have a civilian nuclear program, permitting the participation of Iraq in international nuclear and chemical weapons treaties, as well as returning control of Iraq's oil and gas revenue to the government and ending the Oil-for-Food Programme[image: External link].[306]
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 2011: U.S. withdrawal




Main article: Withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq[image: External link]


Further information: 2011 in Iraq[image: External link]


Muqtada al-Sadr returned to Iraq in the holy city of Najaf to lead the Sadrist movement after being in exile since 2007.[307]

On 15 January 2011, three U.S. troops were killed in Iraq. One of the troops was killed on a military operation in central Iraq, while the other two troops were deliberately shot by one or two Iraqi soldiers during a training exercise.[308]

On 6 June, five U.S. troops were killed in an apparent rocket attack on JSS Loyalty.[309] A sixth soldier, who was wounded in the attack, died 10 days later of his wounds.[310]

On 13 June 2011, two U.S. troops were killed in an IED attack located in Wasit Province.[311]

On 26 June 2011, a U.S. troop was killed.[312] Sergeant Brent McBride was sentenced to four years, two months for the death.[313]

On 29 June, three U.S. troops were killed in a rocket attack on a U.S. base located near the border with Iran. It was speculated that the militant group responsible for the attack was the same one which attacked JSS Loyalty just over three weeks before.[314] With the three deaths, June 2011, became the bloodiest month in Iraq for the U.S. military since June 2009, with 15 U.S. soldiers killed, only one of them outside combat.[315]

In September, Iraq signed a contract to buy 18 Lockheed Martin F-16 warplanes, becoming the 26th nation to operate the F-16. Because of windfall profits from oil, the Iraqi government is planning to double this originally planned 18, to 36 F-16s. Iraq is relying on the U.S. military for air support as it rebuilds its forces and battles a stubborn Islamist insurgency.[316]

With the collapse of the discussions about extending the stay of any U.S. troops beyond 2011, where they would not be granted any immunity from the Iraqi government, on 21 October 2011, President Obama announced at a White House press conference that all remaining U.S. troops and trainers would leave Iraq by the end of the year as previously scheduled, bringing the U.S. mission in Iraq to an end.[317] The last American soldier to die in Iraq before the withdrawal was killed by a roadside bomb in Baghdad on 14 November.[318]

In November 2011, the U.S. Senate voted down a resolution to formally end the war by bringing its authorization by Congress to an end.[319]

The last U.S. troops withdrew from Iraq on 18 December, although the U.S. embassy and consulates continue to maintain a staff of more than 20,000 including U.S. Marine Embassy Guards[image: External link] and between 4,000 and 5,000 private military contractors[image: External link].[320][321] The next day, Iraqi officials issued an arrest warrant for the Sunni Vice-President Tariq al-Hashimi[image: External link]. He has been accused of involvement in assassinations and fled to the Kurdish part of Iraq.[322]
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 Aftermath – post U.S. withdrawal




Main article: Iraqi insurgency (2011–13)[image: External link]


See also: Northern Iraq offensive (June 2014)[image: External link] and Northern Iraq offensive (August 2014)[image: External link]


See also: American-led intervention in Iraq (2014–present)[image: External link]


The invasion and occupation led to sectarian violence which caused widespread displacement among Iraqi civilians. The Iraqi Red Crescent organization estimated the total internal displacement was around 2.3 million in 2008, and as many as 2 million Iraqis leaving the country. Poverty led many Iraqi women to turn to prostitution to support themselves and their families, attracting sex tourists from regional lands. The invasion led to a constitution which supported democracy as long as laws did not violate traditional Islamic principles, and a parliamentary election was held in 2005. In addition the invasion preserved the autonomy of the Kurdish region, and stability brought new economic prosperity. Because the Kurdish region is historically the most democratic area of Iraq, many Iraqi refugees from other territories fled into the Kurdish land.[323]

Iraqi insurgency[image: External link] surged in the aftermath of the U.S. withdrawal[image: External link]. The terror campaigns have since been engaged by Iraqi, primarily radical Sunni, insurgent groups against the central government and the warfare between various factions within Iraq. The events of post U.S. withdrawal violence succeeded the previous insurgency[image: External link] in Iraq (prior to 18 December 2011), but have showed different patterns, raising concerns that the surging violence might slide into another civil war. Some 1,000 people were killed across Iraq within the first two months after U.S. withdrawal.

Sectarian violence continued in the first half of 2013— at least 56 people died in April when a Sunni protest in Hawija was interrupted by a government-supported helicopter raid and a series of violent incidents occurred in May. On 20 May 2013, at least 95 people died in a wave of car bomb attacks that was preceded by a car bombing on 15 May that led to 33 deaths; also, on 18 May, 76 people were killed in the Sunni areas of Baghdad. Some experts have stated that Iraq could return to the brutal sectarian conflict of 2006.[324][325]

On 22 July 2013, at least five hundred convicts, most of whom were senior members of al-Qaida who had received death sentences, broke out of Iraq's Abu Ghraib jail when comrades launched a military-style assault to free them. The attack began when a suicide bomber drove a car packed with explosives into prison gates.[326] James F. Jeffrey, the United States ambassador in Baghdad when the last American troops exited, said the assault and resulting escape "will provide seasoned leadership and a morale boost to Al Qaeda and its allies in both Iraq and Syria ... it is likely to have an electrifying impact on the Sunni population in Iraq, which has been sitting on the fence."[327]

By mid-2014 the country was in chaos with a new government yet to be formed following national elections, and the insurgency reaching new heights. In early June 2014 the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIS) took over the cities of Mosul and Tikrit and said it was ready to march on Baghdad, while Iraqi Kurdish forces took control of key military installations in the major oil city of Kirkuk. Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki asked his parliament to declare a state of emergency that would give him increased powers, but the lawmakers refused.[328]

In the summer of 2014 President Obama announced the return of U.S. Forces to Iraq, but only in the form of aerial support, in an effort to halt the advance of ISIS forces, render humanitarian aid to stranded refugees and stabilize the political situation.[329] On 14 August 2014, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki succumbed to pressure at home and abroad to step down. This paved the way for Haidar al-Abadi[image: External link] to take over On 19 August 2014. In what was claimed to be revenge for the aerial bombing ordered by President Obama, ISIS, which by this time had changed their name to the Islamic State, beheaded an American journalist, James Foley[image: External link], who had been kidnapped two years previously. Despite U.S. bombings and breakthroughs on the political front, Iraq remained in chaos with the Islamic State consolidating its gains, and sectarian violence continuing unabated. On 22 August 2014, suspected Shia militants opened fire on a Sunni mosque during Friday prayers, killing 70 worshippers. Separately, Iraqi forces in helicopters killed 30 Sunni fighters in the town of Dhuluiya.[330] A day later, apparently in retaliation for the attack on the mosque, three bombings across Iraq killed 35 people.[331]
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 Casualty estimates




Main article: Casualties of the Iraq War[image: External link]


See also: Foreign hostages in Iraq[image: External link] and Suicide bombings in Iraq since 2003[image: External link]


For coalition death totals see the infobox at the top right. See also Casualties of the Iraq War[image: External link], which has casualty numbers for coalition nations, contractors, non-Iraqi civilians, journalists, media helpers, aid workers, and the wounded. Casualty figures, especially Iraqi ones, are highly disputed.

There have been several attempts by the media, coalition governments and others to estimate the Iraqi casualties. The table below summarizes some of these estimates and methods.



	Source
	Iraqi casualties
	March 2003 to ...



	Iraq Family Health Survey[image: External link]
	
151,000 violent deaths.
	June 2006



	Lancet survey[image: External link]
	
601,027 violent deaths out of 654,965 excess deaths.
	June 2006



	PLOS Medicine Study
	
460,000 excess deaths including 132,000 violent deaths from conflict violent deaths from the conflict.[50]

	June 2011



	Opinion Research Business survey[image: External link]
	
1,033,000 violent deaths from the conflict.
	August 2007



	Iraqi Health Ministry[image: External link]
	
87,215 violent deaths per death certificates issued.

Deaths prior to January 2005 unrecorded.

Ministry estimates up to 20% more deaths are undocumented.
	January 2005 to

February 2009



	Associated Press
	
110,600 violent deaths.

Health Ministry death certificates plus AP estimate of casualties for 2003–04.
	April 2009



	Iraq Body Count
	
105,052–114,731 violent civilian deaths.

compiled from commercial news media, NGO and official reports.

Over 162,000 civilian and combatant deaths
	January 2012



	WikiLeaks[image: External link]. Classified Iraq war logs[image: External link]
	
109,032 violent deaths including 66,081 civilian deaths.
	January 2004 to

December 2009
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 Criticism and cost




Further information: Criticism of the Iraq War[image: External link], Opposition to the Iraq War[image: External link], Legitimacy of the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], Legality of the Iraq War[image: External link], Views on the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], Protests against the Iraq War[image: External link], American popular opinion on invasion of Iraq[image: External link], Governmental positions on the Iraq War prior to the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], Media coverage of the Iraq War[image: External link], and Public relations preparations for 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]


See also: Iraq War misappropriations[image: External link], Habbush letter[image: External link], and The Way of the World (book)[image: External link]


The Bush Administration's rationale for the Iraq War[image: External link] has faced heavy criticism from an array of popular and official sources both inside and outside the United States, with many U.S. citizens finding many parallels with the Vietnam War[image: External link].[333] For example, a former CIA officer described the Office of Special Plans[image: External link] as a group of ideologues[image: External link] who were dangerous to U.S. national security and a threat to world peace, and stated that the group lied and manipulated intelligence to further its agenda of removing Saddam.[334] The Center for Public Integrity[image: External link] alleges that the Bush administration[image: External link] made a total of 935 false statements between 2001 and 2003 about Iraq's alleged threat to the United States.[335]

Both proponents and opponents[image: External link] of the invasion have also criticized the prosecution of the war effort along a number of other lines. Most significantly, critics have assailed the United States and its allies for not devoting enough troops to the mission, not adequately planning for post-invasion Iraq[image: External link], and for permitting and perpetrating human rights abuses. As the war has progressed, critics have also railed against the high human and financial costs. In 2016, the United Kingdom published the Iraq Inquiry[image: External link], a public inquiry which was broadly critical of the actions of the British government and military in making the case for the war, in tactics and in planning for the aftermath of the war.[336][337][338]

Criticisms include:


	
Legality[image: External link] of the invasion[image: External link][339][340]


	Human casualties[image: External link]

	Human rights violations such as the Iraq prison abuse scandals[image: External link]


	Insufficient post-invasion plans, in particular inadequate troop levels (a RAND Corporation[image: External link] study stated that 500,000 troops would be required for success)[341]


	
Financial costs[image: External link] with approximately $612 billion spent as of 4/09 the CBO has estimated the total cost of the war in Iraq to the United States will be around $1.9 trillion.[342]


	Adverse effect on U.S.-led global "war on terror[image: External link]"[343][344]


	Damage to U.S.' traditional alliances and influence in the region, especially Israel[image: External link][345] and Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[346]


	Endangerment and ethnic cleansing[image: External link] of religious and ethnic minorities by insurgents[203][347][348][349][350]


	Disruption of Iraqi oil[image: External link] production and related energy security concerns (the price of oil has quadrupled since 2002[image: External link])[351][352]




After President Barack Obama was inaugurated in 2009, some anti-war groups decided to stop protesting even though the war was still going on. Some of them decided to stop because they felt they should give the new President time to establish his administration, and others stopped because they believed that Obama would end the war.[353]
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 Financial cost




In March 2013, the total cost of the Iraq War was estimated to have been $1.7 trillion by the Watson Institute of International Studies at Brown University[image: External link].[354] Critics have argued that the total cost of the war to the U.S. economy[image: External link] is estimated to be from $3 trillion[355] to $6 trillion,[356] including interest rates, by 2053. The upper ranges of these estimates include long-term veterans costs and economic impacts. For example, Harvard's public finance expert Linda J. Bilmes has estimated that the long-term cost of providing disability compensation and medical care to U.S. troops injured in the Iraq conflict will reach nearly $1 trillion over the next 40 years.[357]

A CNN report noted that the United States-led interim government, the Coalition Provisional Authority[image: External link] lasting until 2004 in Iraq had lost $8.8 billion in the Development Fund for Iraq[image: External link]. In June 2011, it was reported by CBS News that $6 billion in neatly packaged blocks of $100 bills was air-lifted into Iraq by the George W. Bush administration, which flew it into Baghdad aboard C‑130 military cargo planes. In total, the Times says $12 billion in cash was flown into Iraq in 21 separate flights by May 2004, all of which has disappeared. An inspector general's report mentioned that "'Severe inefficiencies and poor management' by the Coalition Provisional Authority would leave no guarantee that the money was properly used", said Stuart W. Bowen, Jr., director of the Office of the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction[image: External link]. "The CPA did not establish or implement sufficient managerial, financial and contractual controls to ensure that funds were used in a transparent manner."[358] Bowen told the Times the missing money may represent "the largest theft of funds in national history."[359]
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 Humanitarian crises




Main articles: Humanitarian crises of the Iraq War[image: External link] and Refugees of Iraq[image: External link]


The child malnutrition[image: External link] rate rose to 28%.[360] Some 60–70% of Iraqi children were reported to be suffering from psychological problems in 2007.[361] Most Iraqis had no access to safe drinking water. A cholera outbreak[image: External link] in northern Iraq was thought to be the result of poor water quality.[362] As many as half of Iraqi doctors left the country between 2003 and 2006.[363] The use of depleted uranium and white phosphorus by the U.S. military has been blamed for birth defects and cancers in the Iraqi city of Fallujah.[364][365][366]

By the end of 2015, according to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees[image: External link], 4.4 million Iraqis had been internally displaced.[367] The population of Iraqi Christians[image: External link] dropped dramatically during the war, from 1.5 million in 2003 to 500,000 in 2015,[368] and perhaps only 275,000 in 2016.

The Foreign Policy Association reported that "Perhaps the most perplexing component of the Iraq refugee crisis ... has been the inability for the United States to absorb more Iraqis following the 2003 invasion of the country. To date, the United States has granted around 84,000 Iraqis refugee status, of the more than two million global Iraqi refugees. By contrast, the United States granted asylum to more than 100,000 Vietnamese refugees during the Vietnam War[image: External link]."[369][370][371]
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 Human rights abuses




Main article: Human rights in post-invasion Iraq[image: External link]




	This article is in a list format that may be better presented using prose[image: External link]. You can help by converting this article to prose, if appropriate[image: External link]. Editing help[image: External link] is available. (July 2013)




Throughout the entire Iraq war, there have been human rights[image: External link] abuses on all sides of the conflict.
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 Iraqi government





	The use of torture by Iraqi security forces.[372]


	Iraqi police from the Interior Ministry accused of forming Death Squads[image: External link] and committing numerous massacres and tortures of Sunni Arabs[373] and the police collusion with militias in Iraq have compounded the problems.
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 Coalition forces and private contractors




Main article: Abu Ghraib torture and prisoner abuse



	Deaths of civilians as a result of bombing and missile strikes.[374]


	
Abu Ghraib torture and prisoner abuse by U.S. Army personnel.[375]


	
Haditha killings[image: External link] of 24 civilians (ongoing with some charges dropped)

	White phosphorus use in Iraq[image: External link]

	Rape and murder of an Iraqi girl, and murder of her family.[376]


	The torture and killing of prisoner of war[image: External link], Iraqi Air Force commander, Abed Hamed Mowhoush[image: External link]


	The killing of Baha Mousa[image: External link]

	
Mukaradeeb wedding party massacre[image: External link][377] where 42 civilians were allegedly killed by coalition forces.

	Planting weapons on noncombatant, unarmed Iraqis by three U.S. Marines after killing them.[378][379] According to a report by The Nation[image: External link], other similar acts have been witnessed by U.S. soldiers.[380] Members of Iraq Veterans Against the War[image: External link] tell similar stories.[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][381]


	Blackwater Baghdad shootings[image: External link]

	Allegations of beatings, electrocution[image: External link], mock executions[image: External link], and sexual assault[image: External link] by British troops were presented to the International Criminal Court (ICC) by Public Interest Lawyers (PIL) and the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights[image: External link] (ECCHR) on 12 January 2014.[382]
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 Insurgent groups




Main article: Iraq War insurgent attacks[image: External link]


Further information: Suicide bombings in Iraq since 2003[image: External link] and Tactics of the Iraqi insurgency[image: External link]



	Killing over 12,000 Iraqis from January 2005 to June 2006, according to Iraqi Interior Minister Bayan Jabr[image: External link], giving the first official count for the victims of bombings, ambushes and other deadly attacks.[383] The insurgents have also conducted numerous suicide attacks[image: External link] on the Iraqi civilian population, mostly targeting the majority Shia community.[384][385] An October 2005 report from Human Rights Watch[image: External link] examines the range of civilian attacks and their purported justification.[386]


	Attacks against civilians including children through bombing of market places and other locations reachable by suicide bombers.

	Attacks against civilians by sectarian death squads primarily during the Iraqi Civil war[image: External link].

	Attacks on diplomats and diplomatic facilities including; the bombing of the UN headquarters in Baghdad in August 2003 killing the top UN representative in Iraq and 21 other UN staff members;[387] beheading several diplomats: two Algerian diplomatic envoys Ali Belaroussi and Azzedine Belkadi,[388] Egyptian diplomatic envoy al-Sherif,[389] and four Russian diplomats.[390]


	The February 2006 bombing of the al-Askari Mosque[image: External link], destroying one of the holiest Shiite shrines, killing over 165 worshipers and igniting sectarian strife[image: External link] and reprisal killings.[391]


	The publicised killing of several contractors; Eugene Armstrong[image: External link], Jack Hensley[image: External link], Kenneth Bigley[image: External link], Ivaylo Kepov and Georgi Lazov (Bulgarian truck drivers.)[392] Other non-military personnel murdered include: translator Kim Sun-il[image: External link], Shosei Koda[image: External link], Fabrizio Quattrocchi[image: External link] (Italian), charity worker Margaret Hassan[image: External link], reconstruction engineer Nick Berg[image: External link], photographer Salvatore Santoro (Italian)[393] and supply worker Seif Adnan Kanaan[image: External link] (Iraqi.) Four private armed contractors, Scott Helvenston, Jerko Zovko, Wesley Batalona and Michael Teague, were killed with grenades and small arms fire, their bodies dragged from their vehicles, beaten and set ablaze. Their burned corpses were then dragged through the streets before being hung over a bridge crossing the Euphrates.[394]


	Torture or killing of members of the New Iraqi Army[image: External link],[395] and assassination of civilians associated with the Coalition Provisional Authority[image: External link], such as Fern Holland[image: External link], or the Iraqi Governing Council[image: External link], such as Aqila al-Hashimi[image: External link] and Ezzedine Salim[image: External link], or other foreign civilians, such as those from Kenya.[396]
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 Public opinion on the war




Main article: Public opinion on the Iraq War[image: External link]
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 International opinion




According to a January 2007 BBC World Service poll of more than 26,000 people in 25 countries, 73% of the global population disapproved of U.S. handling of the Iraq War.[397] A September 2007 poll conducted by the BBC found that two-thirds of the world's population believed the U.S. should withdraw its forces from Iraq.[398]

In 2006 it was found that majorities in the UK and Canada believed that the war in Iraq was "unjustified" and – in the UK – were critical of their government's support of U.S. policies in Iraq.[399]

According to polls conducted by the Arab American Institute[image: External link], four years after the invasion of Iraq, 83% of Egyptians had a negative view of the U.S. role in Iraq; 68% of Saudi Arabians had a negative view; 96% of the Jordanian population had a negative view; 70% of the population of the United Arab Emirates and 76% of the Lebanese[image: External link] population also described their view as negative.[400] The Pew Global Attitudes Project reports that in 2006 majorities in the Netherlands[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Jordan[image: External link], France[image: External link], Lebanon[image: External link], Russia[image: External link], China[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Poland[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link], and Morocco[image: External link] believed the world was safer before the Iraq War and the toppling of Saddam, while pluralities in the United States[image: External link] and India[image: External link] believe the world is safer without Saddam Hussein.[401]
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 Iraqi opinion




Directly after the invasion, polling suggested that a slight majority supported the U.S. invasion.[402] Polls conducted between 2005 and 2007 showed 31–37% of Iraqi's wanted U.S. and other Coalition forces to withdraw once security was restored and that 26–35% wanted immediate withdrawal instead.[403][404][405] Despite a majority having previously been opposed to the U.S. presence, 60% of Iraqis opposed American troops leaving directly prior to withdrawal, with 51% saying withdrawal would have a negative effect.[406][407] In 2006, a poll conducted on the Iraqi public revealed that 52% of the ones polled said Iraq was going in the right direction and 61% claimed it was worth ousting Saddam Hussein.[403]
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 Relation to the Global War on Terrorism




Main article: Iraq War and U.S. Global War on Terror[image: External link]


Further information: Criticism of the War on Terrorism[image: External link], Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda[image: External link], and Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda timeline[image: External link]


Though explicitly stating that Iraq had "nothing" to do with 9/11,[408] erstwhile President George W. Bush consistently referred to the Iraq war as "the central front in the War on Terror[image: External link]", and argued that if the United States pulled out of Iraq, "terrorists will follow us here".[409][410][411] While other proponents of the war regularly echoed this assertion, as the conflict dragged on, members of the U.S. Congress, the U.S. public, and even U.S. troops questioned the connection between Iraq and the fight against anti-U.S. terrorism. In particular, a consensus developed among intelligence experts that the Iraq war actually increased terrorism. Counterterrorism[image: External link] expert Rohan Gunaratna[image: External link] frequently referred to the invasion of Iraq as a "fatal mistake".[412]

London's International Institute for Strategic Studies[image: External link] concluded in 2004 that the occupation of Iraq had become "a potent global recruitment pretext" for Mujahideen[image: External link] and that the invasion "galvanised" al-Qaeda and "perversely inspired insurgent violence" there.[413] The U.S. National Intelligence Council[image: External link] concluded in a January 2005 report that the war in Iraq had become a breeding ground for a new generation of terrorists; David Low, the national intelligence officer for transnational threats, indicated that the report concluded that the war in Iraq provided terrorists with "a training ground, a recruitment ground, the opportunity for enhancing technical skills ... There is even, under the best scenario, over time, the likelihood that some of the jihadists who are not killed there will, in a sense, go home, wherever home is, and will therefore disperse to various other countries." The Council's chairman Robert Hutchings[image: External link] said, "At the moment, Iraq is a magnet for international terrorist activity."[414] And the 2006 National Intelligence Estimate, which outlined the considered judgment of all 16 U.S. intelligence agencies, held that "The Iraq conflict has become the 'cause célèbre' for jihadists, breeding a deep resentment of U.S. involvement in the Muslim world[image: External link] and cultivating supporters for the global jihadist movement."[415]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Foreign involvement
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 Role of Saudi Arabia and non-Iraqis




See also: Saudi Arabia and terrorism[image: External link]





	Origins of suicide bombers in Iraq 2003–2007



	Nationality
	
	
	
	



	Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	
  


	53



	Iraq
	
  


	18



	Italy[image: External link]
	
  


	8



	Syria[image: External link]
	
  


	8



	Kuwait[image: External link]
	
  


	7



	Jordan[image: External link]
	
  


	4



	*Other
	
  


	26



	*Three each from Egypt[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], Tunisia[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link], Yemen[image: External link]; two each from Belgium[image: External link], France[image: External link], Spain[image: External link]; one each from Britain[image: External link], Lebanon[image: External link], Morocco[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link][416]






According to studies, most of the suicide bombers in Iraq are foreigners, especially Saudis[image: External link].[416][417][418]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Role of China and Russia




In order to encourage the re-stabilization of Iraq, China and Russia paid the Iraqi government for access to their oil wells by providing the highest bids.[419]
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 Iranian involvement




Although some military intelligence analysts have concluded there is no concrete evidence, U.S. Major General Rick Lynch has claimed that Iran has provided training, weapons, money, and intelligence to Shiite insurgents in Iraq and that up to 150 Iranian intelligence agents, plus members of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard[image: External link] are believed to be active in Iraq at any given time.[420][421] Lynch thinks that members of the Iranian Quds Force[image: External link] and the Iranian Revolutionary Guard have trained members of the Qazali terror network in explosives technology and also provided the network with arms, munitions, and military advisors. Many explosive devices, including improvised explosives ( IEDs[image: External link]) and explosively-formed projectiles (EFPs), used by insurgents are claimed by Lynch to be Iranian-made or designed.

According to two unnamed U.S. officials, the Pentagon[image: External link] is examining the possibility that the Karbala provincial headquarters raid[image: External link], in which insurgents managed to infiltrate an American base, kill five U.S. soldiers, wound three, and destroy three humvees before fleeing, was supported by Iranians. In a speech on 31 January 2007, Iraqi Prime Minister[image: External link] Nouri al-Maliki stated that Iran was supporting attacks against Coalition forces in Iraq[422] and some Iraqis suspect that the raid may have been perpetrated by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps[image: External link]'s Qods Force[image: External link] in retaliation for the detention of five Iranian officials by U.S. forces in the northern Iraqi city of Irbil[image: External link] on 11 January.[423][424]

In 2011, U.S. ambassador James Franklin Jeffrey[image: External link] stated "that Iranian proxies accounted for roughly a quarter of US combat casualties in Iraq—around 1,100 deaths and many thousands more injuries."[425]
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 See also





	
12 July 2007 Baghdad airstrike[image: External link] (associated with WikiLeaks[image: External link] in 2010)

	Iraq–United States relations[image: External link]

	National Network to End the War Against Iraq[image: External link]

	Overseas interventions of the United States[image: External link]

	Protests against the Iraq War[image: External link]

	United Nations Security Council and the Iraq War[image: External link]

	United States military casualties of war[image: External link]

	Iran–Saudi Arabia proxy conflict[image: External link]

	The Iraq War: A Historiography of Wikipedia Changelogs[image: External link]
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 Footnotes






	
^ The conflict is also known as the War in Iraq, the Occupation of Iraq, the Second Gulf War, and Gulf War II. The period of the war lasting from 2003 to 2010 was referred to as Operation Iraqi Freedom by the United States military.
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2006 State of the Union Address






The 2006 State of the Union Address was delivered by United States President George W. Bush at 9 p.m. EST[image: External link] (0200 UTC[image: External link]) on Tuesday, January 31, 2006 to a joint session of the U.S. Congress[image: External link]. The address outlined the President's legislative proposals for the upcoming year and referenced the budget deficit[image: External link], health care reform[image: External link], the War on Terror, the Occupation of Iraq[image: External link], Iran's nuclear program[image: External link], the rising price of gasoline[image: External link] and the transfer to independent sources of alternative energy[image: External link], illegal immigration, Hurricane Katrina and the federal response to natural disasters[image: External link], Avian influenza (H5N1) outbreak[image: External link], the Abramoff scandal[image: External link] and corruption within the government, the NSA spying controversy[image: External link], the successful nomination of Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito, and the Administration's proposed ban on same-sex marriage.

Newly elected Governor of Virginia[image: External link] Tim Kaine[image: External link] gave the Democratic response[image: External link] in English[image: External link] and Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] Antonio Villaraigosa[image: External link] did so in Spanish[image: External link].
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President Bush began his State of the Union Address[image: External link] for the year by reflecting on the memory of Coretta Scott King[image: External link], who died earlier that day, and Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link], "the husband who was taken so long ago".[1] Bush then paralleled "moments of national mourning," an indirect reference to the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link] with "national achievement." When discussing the American political system, Bush used anaphora[image: External link], repeating "two" at the beginning of each clause, "two parties, two chambers, and two elected branches."

Bush shifted his tense from the past[image: External link] to the future[image: External link] while emphasizing the need for civility and bipartisanship[image: External link] among legislators during debate. Echoing his 2005 State of the Union address[image: External link], he stated "Tonight the state of our Union is strong – and together we will make it stronger."
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 Terrorism and isolationism




He again used anaphora by repeating "We will choose," paralleling "pursuing the enemies of freedom," applicable to both the Axis of Evil[image: External link] and terrorists[image: External link] in general, with "Retreating "from our duties in the hope of an easier life," a direct attack on Criticism of the Iraq War[image: External link], which particularly calls for withdrawal. He paralleled choosing "to build our prosperity by leading the world economy[image: External link]" with the alternative "shut[ting] ourselves off from trade and opportunity," a warning against protectionism[image: External link] and isolationism[image: External link].

The President cited a foiled terror plot in Los Angeles, where terrorists supposedly planned to hijack a plane and fly it into the Liberty Tower.
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 Democracy versus tyranny




Bush stated that America's involvement in Afghanistan[image: External link] is a necessity, part of an overall historical goal of trying to end tyranny[image: External link] worldwide, because "problems originating in a failed and oppressive[image: External link] state seven thousand miles away" orchestrated the September 11th attacks[image: External link] and continue to "shelter terrorists, feed resentment and radicalism[image: External link], and seek weapons of mass destruction[image: External link]" whereas Democracies[image: External link] give hope and "respect the rights of their citizens and their neighbors."

The president pointed out that there are 98 more Democratic countries in 2006 than there were in 1945, in addition to Women's suffrage[image: External link] in Afghanistan[image: External link], the Purple Revolution[image: External link] in Iraq, and political discourse in Lebanon[image: External link] and Egypt[image: External link], as evidence that Democracy, freedom, and self-governance have grown throughout the world. Although many social and political analysts would agree that more people live in free and fair societies than at the end of World War II, all of the examples Bush provided lay in the Middle East.

He went on to say that the "demands of justice, and the peace of this world, require... freedom" for the citizens of nations in the Axis of Evil[image: External link]; Syria[image: External link], Burma[image: External link], Zimbabwe[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], and Iran.
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Shifting away from the comparison of Democracy and Dictatorship during the Cold War[image: External link] and Post 9/11 America[image: External link], Bush outlined the major opposition to freedom as radical Islam[image: External link], which he defines as "the perversion by a few of a noble faith[image: External link] into an ideology of terror and death[image: External link]." See also: Religion of Peace[image: External link]

He stressed that "bin Laden [is] serious about mass murder[image: External link]" and wants to "impose... totalitarian[image: External link] control throughout the Middle East, and arm [al Qaeda] with weapons of mass murder[image: External link]. Their aim is to seize power in Iraq[image: External link], and use it as a safe haven... When they murder children at a school[image: External link] in Beslan[image: External link], or blow up commuters in London[image: External link], or behead a bound captive[image: External link], the terrorists hope these horrors will break our will."

He indirectly referenced the Beatitudes[image: External link] by saying the terrorists hope that breaking the will of the U.S. will allow "the violent to inherit the Earth[image: External link]."
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 Retreat from evil




In a verbal attack on "isolationist" and "appeasing" sentiments, Bush condemned "the false comfort of isolationism" for sending the "signal to all that we no longer believe in our own ideals, or even in our own courage."
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Bush stated that America is addicted to oil[image: External link] often originating from unstable parts of the world.[2] He announced increased funding in clean-energy research: renewable energy[image: External link], for instance biofuels[image: External link] and nuclear energy. He also stated the goal of 75% oil import replacement by 2025 based on new technologies.
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	The President spoke for 51 minutes, and was interrupted for applause 61 times, the same as the previous year's address.

	
Nielsen Media Research[image: External link] reported more than 41 million viewers watched the speech, three million more than the previous year[image: External link].[3]


	Per tradition, Veterans Affairs[image: External link] Secretary Jim Nicholson[image: External link] did not attend the address, should a catastrophic event wipe out the administration, and to keep a presidential line of succession.
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Iraq War troop surge of 2007






"The New Way Forward" redirects here. For Ford Motor Company's restructuring plan, see The Way Forward[image: External link].

"The Surge" redirects here. For the video game, see The Surge (video game)[image: External link].

In the context of the Iraq War, the surge refers to United States[image: External link] President George W. Bush's 2007 increase in the number of American troops in order to provide security to Baghdad and Al Anbar Province[image: External link].[1]

The surge was developed under the working title[image: External link] "The New Way Forward" and was announced in January 2007 by Bush during a television speech.[2][3] Bush ordered the deployment of more than 20,000 soldiers into Iraq (five additional brigades), and sent the majority of them into Baghdad.[2] He also extended the tour of most of the Army[image: External link] troops in country and some of the Marines[image: External link] already in the Anbar Province[image: External link] area.[2] The President described the overall objective as establishing a "...unified, democratic federal Iraq that can govern itself, defend itself, and sustain itself, and is an ally in the War on Terror."[3] The major element of the strategy was a change in focus for the US military "to help Iraqis clear and secure neighborhoods, to help them protect the local population, and to help ensure that the Iraqi forces left behind are capable of providing the security".[2] The President stated that the surge would then provide the time and conditions conducive to reconciliation between communities.[3]

Initiated against strong domestic opposition and after the Republican defeat in the 2006 midterm elections[image: External link], the surge was considered extremely politically difficult. One White House staffer explained the political rationale succinctly: "If you’re going to be a bear, be a grizzly.”[4] In retrospect, Hillary Clinton[image: External link], Barack Obama and other critics of the surge have acknowledged that it was successful.[5][6]
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The phrases "New Way Forward",[7][8] "The New Way Forward"[9][10] and "A new way forward in Iraq"[11] were widely used by White House Press Secretary Tony Snow[image: External link][12] and the news media prior to the President's speech on January 10, 2007 announcing the policy change. The US press also refers to the increase as a "surge" or "Iraq troop surge". Following the speech, some Democrats began using the term " escalation[image: External link]" rather than "surge,"[13] though others in the party use the terms interchangeably.[14]
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Polls showed that after the 2006 general election[image: External link], “A substantial majority of Americans expect Democrats[image: External link] to reduce or end American military involvement in Iraq if they [won] control of Congress”.[15] This view of the election as a referendum on the war was endorsed by Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi who in the final days of the campaign said, “This election is about Iraq. If indeed it turns out the way that people expect it to turn out, the American people will have spoken, and they will have rejected the course of action the president is on.”[16] The news media viewed the Democratic victory in both houses of the US Congress as “punishing President George W. Bush and his Republicans over ethics scandals in Washington and a failing war in Iraq.”[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Democratic position




After her party's victory then House Speaker-elect Nancy Pelosi (who would a month later make clear her disdain for the "surge proposal"[18]) wrote an article entitled "Bringing the War to an End is my Highest Priority as Speaker". The article explained that after visiting wounded Iraq War veterans at the Bethesda Naval Medical Center[image: External link], "I left there more committed than ever to bringing the war to an end. I told my colleagues yesterday that the biggest ethical issue facing our country for the past three and a half years is the war in Iraq. ...When the House reconvenes on January 4, 2007, Democrats will take power and I will take the gavel knowing the responsibility we have to you and to the country. The new Democratic Congress will live up to the highest ethical standard... [we] are prepared to lead and ready to govern. We will honor the trust of the American people; we will not disappoint."[19]
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 Republican position




Following the 2006 United States midterm elections[image: External link] where the Republicans[image: External link] lost control of the House and Senate, a Heritage Foundation[image: External link] conference was chaired by Republican whip[image: External link] Rep. Roy Blunt[image: External link] (R-MO) under the title "The New Way Forward: Refocusing the Conservative Agenda" on November 9, 2006 to analyze "setbacks" from the election results. Blunt bemoaned the fact Republicans had "become the defenders rather than the challengers of business as usual."[20]

Blunt opened his speech listing the oft voiced explanations of his party's defeat which included that the results were in part “a referendum on the war in Iraq”. He dismissed the notion that any one single reason explained the loss, saying “Different candidates lost for different reasons.” He saw a bright side in events saying “The good news is that even with these shortcomings, low presidential approval numbers, and uncertainty about Iraq, our candidates saw, even with all those things happening, their ideas taking hold in the final days of their campaigns. A shift of 78,000 votes in the entire country would have changed the outcome. Our ideas didn’t get beat; in fact, we did.” He applauded the Constitutional system saying the defeat proves “that no one party has a permanent claim to power…This means any viable political movement, such as ours, can never afford to become stagnant or complacent. We must constantly refresh our ideas, assess our performance, and make corrections when necessary. This is a great moment to do all three of those things. For a generation Reagan conservatives have consistently demonstrated an ability to do just that. Nowhere has this been more evident than in our response to the threats of Islamic totalitarianism and the fight with our terrorist enemies.” He said “While the threats of Islamic totalitarianism at times require different tactics, we are approaching those challenges with the same resolve that allowed us to defeat communism. I am convinced that in this fight we will also prevail because the American people understand the need to win. We must continue to lead the fight against Islamic totalitarianism and sustain the will to win the war in Iraq and Afghanistan. …[On the war and on domestic issues] Our plan must avoid the mistakes of the past several years. …I am confident that we will successfully move forward.”[21]
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 Development of the strategy
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 Senturion Forecasts




In January 2005, the National Defense University[image: External link] applied its "Senturion" predictive analysis software to the Iraqi elections in order to determine which factions would support the elections, which would oppose them, and which would remain neutral. Senturion's forecasts were largely borne out by the actual course of events. Among other things, Senturion predicted that "increased coalition military strength in Iraq would have improved the attitudes of Iraqi stake holders toward the election by making them feel more secure." The simulations indicated that a 50% increase in troop strength was optimal, though a 25% increase would have been sufficient to capture the support of "neutral Iraqis". It also determined that due to Iraqi perceptions, the use of United Nations peacekeepers in place of US or coalition forces could achieve the same results with a smaller troop increase. These analyses were "performed and briefed to senior government decisionmakers well in advance of events."[22]
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 Iraq Study Group Report




Main article: Iraq Study Group Report[image: External link]


On December 6, 2006 the Iraq Study Group presented their report, which recommended both external and internal approaches for achieving positive progress in Iraq. Among other approaches, the report suggested that the "United States should significantly increase the number of U.S. military personnel, including combat troops, imbedded in and supporting Iraqi Army units."[23] However, this language is not specifically included in any of the report's 79 recommendations. The ISG report mentioned a possible 10,000-20,000 troop increase for training but only until early 2008. Co-chairman James Baker said that since "events in Iraq could overtake what we recommend...[members] believe that decisions should be made by our national leaders with some urgency."[24] Upon receiving the report Bush told the group "we will take every proposal seriously, and we will act in a timely fashion."[24]

Later in the day White House spokesman Tony Snow[image: External link] told CNN's Larry King[image: External link] that Bush was comparing recommendations "by the Iraq Study Group with pending studies by the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] and National Security Council[image: External link]."[24] Once the review was finished, Snow believed that the President would be able to "announce a new way forward" in Iraq by the end of the year.[24]
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 State Department




On December 11, 2006 Bush met with Senior State Department[image: External link] advisers (including Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice) "on how to shape U.S. policy in Iraq as part of Bush's mission to come up with a new strategy."[25] He reiterated his intent to communicate that strategy to the nation before Christmas 2006, and said "There is no question we've got to make sure that the State Department and the Defense Department– the efforts and their recommendations are closely coordinated, so that when I do speak to the American people, they will know that I've listened to all aspects of government and that the way forward is the way forward to achieve our objective: to succeed in Iraq."[25]
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 Experts




Later on December 11, 2006 Bush met “with a group of Iraqi experts, including historians and former generals, in the Oval Office.”[25] The Washington Post[image: External link] reported that among the panel of experts were retired four-star generals Barry McCaffrey[image: External link], Wayne A. Downing[image: External link], and John Keane[image: External link]; along with academics Stephen Biddle[image: External link] and Eliot Cohen[image: External link], who panned the recommendations of the Iraq Study Group.[26] The Post went on to say "The group disagreed on the key issue of whether to send more troops to Iraq, with retired Gen. John M. Keane arguing that several thousand additional soldiers could be used to improve security in Baghdad, and others expressing doubt about that proposal."[26] The group also suggested Bush change personnel in his national security team. One panel member reported that "All of us said they have failed, that you need a new team."[26] The President thanked the panel and told reporters “I appreciate the advice I got from those folks in the field. And that advice is . . . an important component of putting together a new way forward in Iraq.”[26]

The CIA[image: External link]'s top counterinsurgency experts conducted an assessment that found the presence of US forces was key to stability. Brett H. McGurk[image: External link] added that "when we have a presence we are able to help resolve local disputes before they get out of control, police illegal conduct by Iraqi forces, and ultimately help the Iraqis develop their own patterns of interaction."[27]
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 Joint Chiefs




On December 13, 2006 Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney met with the members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] for "more than an hour," discussing different military options for Iraq. While "no dramatic proposals" were put forward, "a pragmatic assessment of what can and cannot be done by the military" was offered.[28]

They did "not favor adding significant numbers of troops to Iraq" but saw "strengthening the Iraqi army as pivotal to achieving some degree of stability." They pressed for “greater U.S. effort on economic reconstruction and political reconciliation.” They stressed the need for "employment programs, reconstruction and political reconciliation…[as] key to pulling young men from the burgeoning militias." They said there was "no purely military solution for Iraq" and "without major progress on the political and economic fronts, the U.S. intervention is simply buying time." They also urged "that any new strategy be sensitive to regional context, particularly the impact of political or military decisions." They fear that throwing too much support to the Shiite majority may lead Sunni nations in the region to step up support of Sunni insurgents, and that a crackdown on Iraq's largest Shiite militia, the Mahdi army, may instigate more interference by Iran.[28]
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 Chiarelli plan




General George William Casey Jr.[image: External link], the top US commander in Iraq, was reported to be “reviewing a plan to redefine the American military mission there: U.S. troops would be pulled out of Iraqi cities and consolidated at a handful of U.S. bases while day-to-day combat duty would be turned over to the Iraqi army.” It was said that he was “still considering whether to request more troops, possibly as part of an expanded training mission to help strengthen the Iraqi army.” These options were laid out by the outgoing US ground commander, Lt. Gen. Peter W. Chiarelli[image: External link]. Under the Chiarelli plan “the military would shift about half of its 15 combat brigades away from battling insurgents and sectarian violence and into training Iraqi security forces as soon as the spring of 2007. … About 4,000 U.S. troops are now serving on 11-person military training teams embedded with Iraqi forces. The new plan would add 30 troops to each team, allowing them to provide supervision and mentoring down to the level of Iraqi army companies. … the remaining seven to eight brigades of U.S. combat forces would focus on three core missions: striking al-Qaeda, strengthening security along Iraq's borders, and protecting major highways and other routes to ensure U.S. forces freedom of movement in Iraq. …The plan would not allow for any major reduction in U.S. troops in Iraq over the next year– nor would it call for any surge in troops”. Military spokesman Maj. Gen. William Caldwell said that “In northern and western Iraq, U.S. commanders are already moving troops out of combat missions to place them as advisers with lower-level Iraqi army units.”[28]

The Chiefs expressed “concern about the erosion of the U.S. military's ability to deal with other crises around the world because of the heavy commitment in Iraq and the stress on troops and equipment”. They told Bush that there was “significantly increased risk to readiness in the event of a new emergency”.[28]

Speaking to reporters afterward Bush said “Our military cannot do this job alone. Our military needs a political strategy that is effective.” He also stressed his ongoing commitment to securing Iraq, saying “If we lose our nerve, if we're not steadfast in our determination to help the Iraqi government succeed, we will be handing Iraq over to an enemy that would do us harm.” When pressed for when he would announce his new way forward, he said he would not be “rushed” into a decision and was still reviewing his options.[28]
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 December 14 comments




On December 14, 2006, when pressed by reporters for more information on his thinking on the matter Bush said “I am listening to a lot of advice to develop a strategy to help you succeed, a lot of consultations. I will be delivering my plans after a long deliberation, after steady deliberation. I'm not going to be rushed into making a decision.” He stated that he had heard some “interesting” ideas. He also said he heard some “ideas that would lead to defeat…[and] I reject those ideas. Ideas such as leaving before the job is done. Ideas such as not helping this (Iraqi) government take the necessary and hard steps to be able to do its job.” He said he wanted the incoming Defense Secretary Robert Gates “to have time to evaluate the situation” and come up with his own suggestions. That same day Iraqi President Jalal Talabani[image: External link] issued a written statement saying that he had received Bush’s assurances that “he would make no decisions on his new Iraq strategy that would be ‘against your interests’…[and his pledge] to work with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki[image: External link] on his efforts to implement a Baghdad security plan”. CNN reported that “Administration officials say Bush is ‘not satisfied’ with some of the information he has been getting and ‘is asking people to get him more’ information on various options in Iraq.”[29]

Though originally scheduled for late 2006, the announcement on "the new way forward" was delayed to give the President "more time" to gather information. Press secretary Tony Snow said the administration was hoping for the president to deliver the speech before Christmas, although he said the timing was not nailed down.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 American Enterprise Institute




This American Enterprise Institute surge study[image: External link] referenced is listed as having been posted December 14, and was called the "real Iraq Study Group report" by its author.[30] The draft was presented on December 14 by Frederick Kagan[image: External link], AEI, General Jack Keane[image: External link], and Kenneth Pollack[image: External link]. AEI released its final report to the press on January 5, 2007, under the title "Iraq: A Turning Point (With Reports from Iraq from Senators John McCain and Joseph Lieberman[image: External link])".[31] The event description stated the following:


The study calls for a large and sustained surge of U.S. forces to secure and protect critical areas of Baghdad. Mr. Kagan directed the report in consultation with military and regional experts, including General Keane, former Afghanistan coalition commander Lieutenant General David Barno[image: External link], and other officers involved with the successful operations of the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment[image: External link] in Tal Afar[image: External link]. An interim version of the report was released on December 14, 2006. At this event, Mr. Kagan and General Keane will present their final report, which outlines how the United States can win in Iraq and why victory is the only acceptable outcome.



Andrew Ross of the San Francisco Chronicle[32][33] also connects Bush's strategy to this American Enterprise Institute report, saying "In addition to the changing of the military guard and moving ahead with the 'surge' option, President Bush's Iraq strategy involves more money for reconstruction, job creation, and for 'moderate Iraqi political parties as a means of building a centrist political coalition to support Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki,' according to the Wall Street Journal. This more holistic approach– reportedly entitled 'The New Way Forward'– echoes in many ways a paper from the American Enterprise Institute, authored by Frederick Kagan, better known as the prime mover of the 'surge option.'"
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 Presentation
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 Pre-speech expectations




Bush was expected to announce a "surge" in forces that some sources say could be up to 20,000 troops. According to Reuters, "While Bush is to announce a complete overhaul of his Iraq policy, including economic and political components, the possibility of a troop increase has gained the most attention. Despite a divide on the issue, Bush in recent days has hinted toward a preference for increasing troop strength by saying he wanted to help Iraqis gain control of the security situation there. "One thing is for certain, I will want to make sure that the mission is clear and specific and can be accomplished," Bush said on Thursday when asked about a troop increase."[34] In fact, Bush's proposed increase was 21,000 US troops, 4000 of which would be Marine Corps focused on the Anbar province[image: External link] while the others would be embedded into Iraqi units to provide security to Baghdad.
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 Prebuttals




Just before the 110th Congress[image: External link] convened on January 4 some Democrats said they planned to call Defense Secretary Robert Gates before the Senate Armed Services Committee "to explain, if not try to defend, the president's plan"[35]

Prior to the speech, US Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), a member of the Armed Services Committee[image: External link], held a press conference with former NATO Supreme Allied Commander General Wesley Clark[image: External link] and Jon Soltz[image: External link], Senator Chuck Schumer[image: External link] (D-NY), Senator Patty Murray[image: External link] (D-WA) and together called on Bush "to listen to the advice of his generals and the American people and offer a new plan to change course in Iraq."[36]
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 Plan announcement




In a nationally televised address on January 10, Bush stated “America will change our strategy to help the Iraqis carry out their campaign to put down sectarian violence and bring security to the people of Baghdad. This will require increasing American force levels. So I've committed more than 20,000 additional American troops to Iraq. The vast majority of them– five brigades– will be deployed to Baghdad”.[2]

On the same day of the speech, ABC News announced that ninety advance troops from the 82nd Airborne Division[image: External link] had already arrived in Baghdad.
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 2007 State of the Union address




Main article: 2007 State of the Union Address


In advance of the State of the Union address, Bush gave several promotional speeches to Belo[image: External link] television and Sinclair television[image: External link], suggesting that the surge "should be given a chance" and challenged critical lawmakers to offer an alternative.[37]

On the night of Tuesday, January 23, the president had this to say on the troop increase in Iraq, outlining its purpose in supporting the Iraqi government's maintenance of control:


In order to make progress toward this goal, the Iraqi government must stop the sectarian violence in its capital. But the Iraqis are not yet ready to do this on their own. So we're deploying reinforcements of more than 20,000 additional soldiers and Marines to Iraq. The vast majority will go to Baghdad, where they will help Iraqi forces to clear and secure neighborhoods[image: External link], and serve as advisers embedded in Iraqi Army units. With Iraqis in the lead, our forces will help secure the city by chasing down the terrorists, insurgents, and the roaming death squads. And in Anbar Province, where al Qaeda terrorists have gathered and local forces have begun showing a willingness to fight them, we're sending an additional 4,000 United States Marines, with orders to find the terrorists and clear them out. (Applause.) We didn't drive al Qaeda out of their safe haven in Afghanistan only to let them set up a new safe haven in a free Iraq.
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 Response




The substance of the debate that followed the speech reflected "widespread disagreement with the Bush administration over its proposed solution, and growing skepticism that the United States made the right decision in going to war in the first place".[38] Some issues of contention were divisions over the advisability of committing more troops versus complete withdrawal, the 'winnability' of the Iraq War regardless of a surge, and framing[image: External link] of the issue.[38]
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 Supporters




The New York Times reported that Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney and former New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani[image: External link] backed Bush on the troop increase.[39] McCain did the same, saying on January 12 that "The presence of additional coalition forces would allow the Iraqi government to do what it cannot accomplish today on its own: impose its rule throughout the country."[39]
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 Opponents




Immediately following Bush's January 10 speech announcing the plan, Democratic politicians, including Ted Kennedy, Harry Reid[image: External link] and Dennis Kucinich,[40] called on Congress to reject the surge.[41] Senator Dick Durbin[image: External link] issued the Democratic response which called upon Iraqis to "disband the militias and death squads." On January 18, Xinhua News Agency reported that "whitehouse hopefuls" Sens. Hillary Clinton[image: External link], D-N.Y., Barack Obama, D-Ill., Chris Dodd[image: External link], D- Conn., Joe Biden, D-Del, and Sam Brownback[image: External link], R-Kansas, all voiced their discontent January 13 with the course of events in Iraq[42]

On January 17, Moveon.org[image: External link] released an ad that identified the surge strategy as "McCain's idea".[39] The NYT reported that presidential candidate John Edwards[image: External link] had "taken to referring to the administration proposal as 'the McCain Doctrine.'"[39]

On January 18, the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] released a Bloomberg[image: External link] poll that said 60 percent of those polled opposed the troop surge, 51 percent wanted Congress to try to block Bush from sending more soldiers, and 65 percent disapproved of the president's handling of the war. Meanwhile, a Fox News Poll reported that 59 percent to 36 percent, Americans opposed sending more US troops to Iraq.[43]
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 Congress




On January 16, Republican Chuck Hagel[image: External link], Delaware Democrat Joe Biden (Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] chair), and Michigan Democrat Carl Levin[image: External link] (Armed Services Committee[image: External link] chair) co-sponsored a non-binding resolution[image: External link] that said it was “not in the national interest of the United States to deepen its military involvement in Iraq.”[44]

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Democrats in her chamber would back a non-binding resolution[image: External link] "declaring that President Bush's decision to send additional troops to Iraq is 'not in the national interest of the United States.'" The Washington Times reported Pelosi "has made clear her disdain for the 'surge' proposal" since before Bush unveiled it last week, but her latest remarks "were her first indication of the language that she will want the House to approve."[45]

After three days of debate, on February 16, 2007 the House of Representatives passed House Concurrent Resolution[image: External link] (HCR) 63 on a vote of 246 to 182.[46] The resolution stated:


	Congress and the American people will continue to support and protect the members of the United States Armed Forces who are serving or who have served bravely and honorably in Iraq; and

	Congress disapproves of the decision of President George W. Bush announced on January 10, 2007, to deploy more than 20,000 additional United States combat troops to Iraq.[47]




Following passage in the House, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) convened an unusual Saturday session of the Senate on February 17, 2007, to consider an identically-worded resolution. However, the measure was tabled when a cloture motion failed on a 56-34 vote (four votes short of the 60 votes needed to end debate).[48][49]

Pelosi announced that despite opposition to the surge, she would not push for blocking congressional funding for additional troops.[50]

Although then-Senator Hillary Clinton opposed the surge, she later allegedly said in private that her opposition to the surge had been for domestic political reasons.[51]
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 Implementation





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personnel changes




In conjunction with the surge, the Bush administration implemented several personnel changes, as follows:[52]


	
US National Intelligence Director[image: External link]– John Negroponte[image: External link] resigned and became Deputy Secretary of State[image: External link].[53] Retired Admiral John M. McConnell[image: External link] tooke his place.

	
CENTCOM[image: External link] commander– Navy Admiral[image: External link] William Fallon[image: External link] replaced General John Abizaid[image: External link] as CENTCOM[image: External link] commander

	
Commander of Multinational Force Iraq[image: External link] – counter-insurgency[image: External link] expert General[image: External link] David Petraeus[image: External link] replaced General George Casey[image: External link] as Commander of Multinational Force Iraq[image: External link].[54]


	
US Ambassador to Iraq[image: External link] and ambassador to the United Nations – Bush announced the appointment of US diplomat Ryan C. Crocker as the new ambassador[image: External link] to Iraq. Zalmay Khalilzad[image: External link], then US ambassador to Iraq, was nominated to replace Alejandro Daniel Wolff[image: External link] as the US Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link]. Khalilzad was confirmed by the Senate, he was the first Muslim[image: External link] to serve in the position, and he was the highest serving Muslim-American official in the US government[image: External link].[55]


	
White House Counsel[image: External link]– Harriet Miers stepped down.[56] She was replaced by Fred Fielding[image: External link].
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 Units deployed




The five US Army brigades committed to Iraq as part of the surge were


	
2nd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division[image: External link] (Infantry): 3,447 troops. Deployed to Baghdad, January 2007

	
4th Brigade, 1st Infantry Division[image: External link] (Infantry): 3,447 troops. Deployed to Baghdad, February 2007

	
3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division[image: External link] (Heavy): 3,784 troops. Deployed to southern Baghdad Belts[image: External link], March 2007

	
4th Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division[image: External link] (Stryker): 3,921 troops. Deployed to Diyala province[image: External link], April 2007

	
2nd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division[image: External link] (Heavy): 3,784 troops. Deployed to the southeast of Baghdad, May 2007



This brought the number of US brigades in Iraq from 15 to 20. Additionally, 4,000 Marines[image: External link] in Al Anbar[image: External link] had their 7-month tour extended. These included Marines from the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit[image: External link], 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit[image: External link], the 2nd Battalion 4th Marines[image: External link], the 1st Battalion 6th Marines[image: External link] and the 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines[image: External link]. Most of the 150,000 Army personnel had their 12-month tours extended as well. By July, 2007, the percentage of the mobilized Army deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan was almost 30%; the percentage of the mobilized Marine Corps deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan was 13.5%.[57]
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 Operations




The plan began with a major operation to secure Baghdad, codenamed Operation Fardh al-Qanoon[image: External link] (Operation Imposing Law), which was launched in February 2007. However, only in mid-June 2007, with the full deployment of the 28,000 additional US troops, could major counter-insurgency efforts get fully under way. Operation Phantom Thunder[image: External link] was launched throughout Iraq on June 16, with a number of subordinate operations targeting insurgents in Diyala province, Anbar province and the southern Baghdad Belts.[58][59] The additional surge troops also participated in Operation Phantom Strike[image: External link] and Operation Phantom Phoenix[image: External link], named after the III "Phantom" Corps[image: External link] which was the major US unit in Iraq throughout 2007.
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 Counterinsurgency strategy




Counterinsurgency strategy in Iraq changed significantly under the command of General Petraeus since the 2007 troop surge began.[60] The newer approach attempted to win the hearts and minds of the Iraqi people through building relationships, preventing civilian casualties and compromising with and even hiring some former enemies.[61] The new strategy was population-centric in that it focused in protecting the population rather than killing insurgents.[62] In implementing this strategy, Petraeus used experienced gained while commanding the 101st Airborne Division in Mosul[image: External link] in 2003. He also explained these ideas extensively in Field Manual 3-24: Counterinsurgency,[63] which he assisted in the writing of while serving as the Commanding General of Fort Leavenworth[image: External link], Kansas, and the US Army Combined Arms Center[image: External link] (CAC) located there.

Instead of seeing every Iraqi as a potential enemy, COIN strategy focused on building relationships and getting cooperation from the Iraqis against Al Qaeda and minimizing the number of enemies for US forces. The belief was that maintaining a long term presence of troops in a community improves security and allows for relationships and trust to develop between the locals and the US military. Civilian casualties are minimized by carefully measured use of force. This means less bombing and overwhelming fire-power, and more soldiers using restraint and even sometimes taking more risk in the process.[64]

Another method of gaining cooperation is by paying locals, including former insurgents, to work as local security forces. Former Sunni insurgents have been hired by the US military to stop cooperating with Al Qaeda and to start fighting against them.[65]

To implement this strategy, troops were concentrated in the Baghdad area (at the time, Baghdad accounted for 50% of all the violence in Iraq).[66] Whereas in the past, Coalition forces isolated themselves from Iraqis by living in large forward operating bases[image: External link] far from population centers,[67] troops during the surge lived among the Iraqis, operating from joint security stations (JSSs) located within Baghdad itself and shared with Iraqi security forces.[68] Coalition units were permanently assigned to a given area so that they could build long-term relationships with the local Iraqi population and security forces.[62]

However, opponents to occupation such as US Army Col. David H. Hackworth (Ret.), when asked whether he thought that British soldiers are better at nation-building than the Americans, said "They were very good at lining up local folks to do the job like operating the sewers and turning on the electricity. Far better than us -- we are heavy-handed, and in Iraq we don't understand the people and the culture. Thus we did not immediately employ locals in police and military activities to get them to build and stabilize their nation."

CNN war correspondent Michael Ware, who has reported from Iraq since before the US invasion in 2003 had a similar dim view of occupation saying, "there will be very much mixed reaction in Iraq” to a long-term troop presence, but he added, “what’s the point and will it be worth it?” Mr. Ware contended that occupation could, "ferment further resentment [towards the U.S]."
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 Results




See also: Report to Congress on the Situation in Iraq[image: External link]
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 Security situation




For the first few months of the surge, violence increased.[69][70][71] However, by the fall of 2007, the security situation had improved significantly.[72] U.S. military deaths fell from a peak of 126 in May 2007 to 23 in December, and during the period after the surge (June 2008 to June 2011), the monthly average was less than 11. In May 2007, over 1,700 Iraqi civilians were killed, compared to approximately 500 in December. The average from June 2008 to June 2011 was approximately 200.[73]

On September 10, 2007, David Petraeus[image: External link] delivered his part of the Report to Congress on the Situation in Iraq[image: External link]. He concluded that "the military objectives of the surge are, in large measure, being met." He cited recent consistent declines in security incidents, which he attributed to recent blows dealt against Al-Qaeda in Iraq[image: External link] during the surge. He added that "we have also disrupted Shia militia extremists, capturing the head and numerous other leaders of the Iranian-supported Special Groups, along with a senior Lebanese Hezbollah operative supporting Iran's activities in Iraq." He argued that Coalition and Iraqi operations had drastically reduced ethno-sectarian violence in the country, though he stated that the gains were not entirely even. He recommended a gradual drawdown of US forces in Iraq with a goal of reaching pre-surge troop levels by July 2008 and stated that further withdraws would be "premature".[74]

While Petraeus credited the surge for the decrease in violence, the decrease also closely corresponded with a cease-fire order given by Iraqi political leader Muqtada al-Sadr[image: External link] on August 29, 2007. Al-Sadr's order, to stand down for six months, was distributed to his loyalists following the deaths of more than 50 Shia Muslim pilgrims during fighting in Karbala the day earlier.[75]

Michael E. O'Hanlon[image: External link] and Jason H. Campbell of the Brookings Institution[image: External link] stated on December 22, 2007 that Iraq’s security environment had reached its best levels since early 2004 and credited Petraeus' strategy for the improvement.[76] CNN stated that month that the monthly death rate for US troops in Iraq had hit its second lowest point during the entire course of the war. Military representatives attributed the successful reduction of violence and casualties directly to the troop surge. At the same time, the Iraqi Ministry of Interior reported similar reductions for civilian deaths.[77]

However, on September 6, 2007, a report by an independent military commission headed by General James Jones found that the decrease in violence may have been due to areas being overrun by either Shias or Sunnis.[78] In addition, in August 2007, the International Organization for Migration and the Iraqi Red Crescent Organization indicated that more Iraqis had fled since the troop increase.[79]

On February 16, 2008, Iraqi Defense Minister Abdel Qader Jassim Mohammed told reporters that the surge was "working very well" and that Iraq has a "pressing" need for troops to stay to secure Iraqi borders.[80] He stated that "Results for 2007 prove that– Baghdad is good now".[80]

In June 2008, the US Department of Defense reported that "the security, political and economic trends in Iraq continue to be positive; however, they remain fragile, reversible and uneven."[81]

In the month of July, 2008, US forces lost only 13 soldiers, the lowest number of casualties sustained by US troops in one month since the invasion of Iraq in 2003. Also, a report by the US embassy in Baghdad, given to Congress in May 2008, and published July 1, stated that the Iraqi government had met 15 of the 18 political benchmarks set out for them.[82]

The Surge allowed troops to have more control over urban areas previously held by insurgents allowing for an overall slowdown of the fighting.
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 Political system and economy




Further information: Iraq withdrawal benchmarks[image: External link]


The US Government Accountability Office[image: External link] (GAO) reported on September 2, 2007 that the Iraqi government[image: External link] had only met three of the eighteen benchmarks created by the US Congress[image: External link] in June 2006.[83] Two other government reports measuring progress in Iraq, a National Intelligence Estimate[image: External link] and an independent commission assessment[image: External link] by retired general James L. Jones[image: External link], were published for Congress[image: External link] in fall 2007.[84] USA Today compared the findings.[84] The New York Times also did so.[85] Another GAO[image: External link] report stated that the Iraqi Government[image: External link] did not meet 11 of the 18 benchmark measures as of August 30, 2007.[86] On September 14, a White House[image: External link] survey reported "satisfactory" progress on 9 of the 18 benchmarks.[87]

Lionel Beehner[image: External link] of the nonpartisan[image: External link] Council of Foreign Relations[image: External link] has called the benchmarks "vague because the metrics to measure them are imprecise."[88] The New York Times stated on May 13 that "Nobody in Washington seems to agree on what progress actually means– or how, precisely, it might be measured."[89] General[image: External link] David Petraeus[image: External link], commander of the Multinational force in Iraq[image: External link], has stated that his recommendations on troop strength are not dependent on the Iraqi government's ability to meet the benchmarks.[90]

On December 2, 2007, the Sunni Arab Iraqi Accord Front[image: External link] called for the end to their boycott of the Iraq Parliament.[91] On January 20, 2008, Iraq's parliament passed a law to let members of the Ba’ath party return to public life, a major US congressional benchmark for the success of Iraqi government.[92] That month, the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF) stated that Iraq’s economy would expand significantly from the previous year’s lows. Mohsin Khan, the IMF’s director for the Middle East, said Iraqi oil production was forecast to climb by 200,000 barrels per day (32,000 m3/d) to 2.2 million barrels per day (350,000 m3/d) in 2008. Also reported by the IMF was that Iraq's gross domestic product growth is expected to jump significantly up to over 7 percent, in 2008 and 2009, from just 1.3 percent in 2007[93]

On December 22, 2007, Michael E. O'Hanlon[image: External link] and Jason H. Campbell of the Brookings Institution[image: External link] called Iraq's economy and political system to be "only marginally better than a year ago".[76] The envoy to Iraq reported on the dialogue between the Sunni and Shia communities and praised the government's work in late 2007. The envoy, Staffan de Mistura[image: External link], said he would present a positive picture of progress in Iraq in a report to the UN Security Council despite earlier serious misgivings. He said, "At the beginning of [2007]... we were genuinely concerned by the lack of progress on national dialogue, today that has substantially changed. It has changed our mind from being worried or from being pessimistic." The UN report would, he said, "compliment" Iraq's government on its work at fostering reconciliation.[94]

In January 2008, Council of Foreign Relations[image: External link] fellow Michael E. O'Hanlon[image: External link] stated that "Overall, Iraq's political system probably merits a grade of roughly C for its performance over the last 12 months."[95] He also stated that "the pace of progress is finally picking up."[95]

On February 13, 2008, the Iraqi parliament passed three pieces of legislation that were considered contentious. The three measures were an amnesty law, a law that defines the scope of provincial powers, and the budget for 2008. The amnesty law was one of the benchmarks set by Bush. The provincial powers law includes a provision for provincial elections, another key benchmark. And the budget should pave the way for the creation of up to 700,000 new jobs for Iraqis.[96]

USA Today stated on February 17, 2008 that US Ambassador to Iraq Ryan Crocker "may be hard-pressed to argue that Iraqis have met political benchmarks Congress sought" and contrasted the political progress with the recent military progress.[95]
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 Interpretation of results




Whether the surge led to the improvement in Iraqi security, or other factors caused it, is disputed by some. Council of Foreign Relations[image: External link] fellow Noah Feldman[image: External link] has remarked that:


These questions can be stated with some precision. They begin with the issue of how to interpret the comparative reduction in violence since the surge of United States troops began nearly a year ago. Does the decrease show that more troops on the ground were necessary to impose effective control over territory and persuade insurgents to back down? Or is the reduced violence a sign instead that the prospect of imminent United States withdrawal has made Iraqis more hesitant to foment a civil war from which the United States will not save them? Whatever the answer, the practical consequences are huge: either we keep troop levels relatively stable, drawing down slowly while we consolidate increasing stability, or we accelerate withdrawal to underscore our seriousness about leaving.[97]
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 Support




Both critics of the surge and independent news services have stated that the conventional wisdom[image: External link] in the United States media[image: External link] is that the surge 'worked'.[98][99][100][101] Many Democratic political leaders have acknowledged the same.[5]

In June 2008, correspondents on Late Edition with Wolf Blitzer[image: External link] stated that "few would argue about the success of the so-called surge in Iraq".[102] Time[image: External link] has stated that "the surge is a fragile and limited success, an operation that has helped stabilize the capital and its surroundings."[1] The New York Times has stated that "The surge, clearly, has worked, at least for now... The result, now visible in the streets, is a calm unlike any the country has seen since the American invasion".[103]

Peter Mansoor[image: External link], General Petraeus[image: External link]'s executive officer and author of the Baghdad at Sunrise: A Brigade Commander's War in Iraq, stated in an August 2008 The Washington Post op-ed[image: External link] that "The Iraq war is not over, but our war effort is on a firmer foundation... The surge has created the space and time for the competition for power and resources in Iraq to play out in the political realm, with words instead of bombs."[104] Blogger and independent reporter Michael Yon[image: External link], who has been embedded with the troops in Iraq for years, had suggested the surge strategy before it was formalized. In his book, Moment of Truth in Iraq, Yon argued that Petraeus had turned defeat into victory in Iraq and that the surge had succeeded. In July 2008, Yon stated in a New York Daily News[image: External link] editorial that "'The war in Iraq is over... the Iraqi people won."[105]

Historian Larry Schweikart[image: External link] argued in his book America's Victories: Why the U.S. Wins Wars, that the surge's success, in part, came from the incredible casualties the US military inflicted on al-Qaeda in Iraq and on the "insurgents" from 2003 to 2006---some 40,000 killed, about 200,000 wounded, 20,000 captured, and nearly 10,000 deserted. He has stated that those levels of attrition on an enemy the estimated size of al-Qaeda were substantial and deeply damaging, not only to the terrorists' efforts in Iraq, but had the effect of depleting them worldwide. Moreover, Schweikart argued, virtually all estimates of enemy casualties were severely under-counted (as are all numbers of guerilla casualties) given the inability to identify bodies which were completely annihilated by explosives or to count carcasses dragged away, as well as how many would die later after attempted medical treatment by other Al Queda sympathizers.

Senator John McCain argued on air September 11, 2014 at CNN @THISHOUR WITH BERMAN AND MICHAELA that the surge was a victory and reached its goal of providing substantial security and stability in resolving government agendas between various groups within Iraq. That it was more less an aftermath of pulling troops out after the "surge" that resulted in increase terrorist operations and the presence of ISIS currently in Iraq. "We had it won, thanks to the surge. It was won. The victory was there. All we needed was a force behind to provide support, not to engage in combat, but to supply support, logistics, intelligence. And, by the way, the Korean war we left troops behind; Bosnia, we left troops behind, not to fight, but be for a stabilizing force."[106]
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 Opposition




Journalist Patrick Cockburn[image: External link] has stated that the reduction in violence was a direct result of ethnic cleansing[image: External link] by the Shia-led Iraqi government and Shia militias against Sunnis.[107] He has stated that "the battle for Baghdad in 2006-07 was won by the Shia, who now control three-quarters of the capital. These demographic changes appear permanent; Sunnis who try to get their houses back face assassination."[107] UCLA[image: External link] professor of geography John Agnew[image: External link] released a study in mid-September 2008 stating that violence has declined in Baghdad "because of intercommunal violence that reached a climax as the surge was beginning," said that "By the launch of the surge, many of the targets of conflict had either been killed or fled the country, and they turned off the lights when they left."[108]

Washington Post reporter Bob Woodward has interviewed US government sources according to whom the US "surge" was not the primary reason for the drop in violence in 2007-2008. Instead, according to his view, the reduction of violence was due to new covert techniques by US military and intelligence officials to find, target and kill insurgents.[98]

Some, such as then Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, have credited the Iranian government[image: External link] for all or part of the reduction in violence. Pelosi stated in May 2008 that "some of the success of the surge is that the goodwill of the Iranians-they decided in Basra when the fighting would end, they negotiated that cessation of hostilities-the Iranians."[109] Cockburn has also stated that the Iranians played the major role.[107]

Other commentators have pointed to the Sunni Awakening[image: External link] (which started in 2005) as the most important reason for the decline in Iraqi violence. David Kilcullen[image: External link], General Petraeus's counterinsurgency[image: External link] and troop surge adviser, believes that "the tribal revolt was arguably the most significant change in the Iraqi operating environment in several years."[110]

One article mentions that "Currently, the dominant U.S presence in Iraq allows the rest of the world to avoid responsibility for stability in and around Iraq even as everyone realizes the stakes involved".[111] In addition "A plan to draw down U.S forces would therefore contribute to the success of a larger diplomatic strategy, prompting Middle Eastern states, European governments, and the UN to be more constructive and proactive in working to salvage stability in the Persian Gulf"[111]

On April 20, 2007, four months after the surge went into effect, Senator Harry Reid[image: External link] made a statement on the floor of the US Senate[image: External link] that the US had already lost the war in Iraq and that the surge would accomplish nothing, stating "I believe myself that the secretary of state, secretary of defense and - you have to make your own decisions as to what the president knows - (know) this war is lost and the surge is not accomplishing anything as indicated by the extreme violence in Iraq yesterday."[112]

Congressional Democrats believed military progress has been made in Iraq but that the political progress that President Bush gave as the primary reason for the surge has not occurred.[113] They continued to call for a withdrawal of American troops.[113] In February 2008, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi told reporters that "God knows, anytime our military men and women go into a military exercise, we want them to succeed, and they did. The politics did not follow. So they can paint whatever picture they want on it; the goal has not been accomplished. The tragedies, the casualties continue. We are going in the wrong direction in Iraq."[113] Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, having already voted to support Petraeus, now stated on Fox News Sunday[image: External link] that month that "the so-called surge was designed to give the Iraqi government the space and time to make the tough decisions that only the Iraqis can make for themselves. … And I think that putting forward a very clear objective of beginning to withdraw our troops is the best way to get the Iraqis to take responsibility."[113]
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 Public opinion




An early February 2008 Gallup Poll[image: External link] found that 43% of Americans thought the troop increase is "making the situation there better".[113] A CNN poll conducted during the same period found that 52% think that US forces are "making progress in improving conditions in Iraq and bringing an end to the violence in that country" while 45% disagree.[114] A poll released by the Pew Research Center on the same day found that 48% of those polled believed the war to be going well, up from 30% a year earlier, with a similar number supporting keeping troops in Iraq "until the situation has stabilized". A majority still believed the war to be a wrong decision in the first place.[115] A commentary on the poll by National Public Radio called some of its results a "sign that the troop surge is being seen as successful."[116] Nonetheless, an Opinion Research Corporation[image: External link] poll conducted in June 2008 found that 68% of Americans were opposed to the war in Iraq and that 64% of Americans want to see the next President remove most troops from Iraq within a few months of taking office.[117] A Summer 2008 CBS News poll found that 46% think it improved the situation in Iraq while 11% think it made it worse and 32% think it had no impact.[114]

A March 2008 poll of Iraq found that 42% of Iraqis call attacks on US forces acceptable and that only 4% of Iraqis believe that US forces are responsible for the drop in violence.[118] The poll also found that 61% believed that the presence of US troops in Iraq was actually worsening the security situation.[118] In July 2008, Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri Al-Maliki and Iraqi National security advisor Muwaffaq Al-Rubaie both sought a timetable for the withdrawal of foreign troops.[119]

A CNN/Opinion Research Corporation Poll conducted September 1–2, 2010 revisited this question "As you may know, the US. sent 20,000 combat troops to Iraq in 2007 in what was called a surge. Based on what you have read or heard, do you think that surge of U.S. troops to Iraq was a success or a failure?" 60% responded as success, 33% failure and 7% depends or unsure.[120]
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Great Recession






This article is about the global economic downturn during the early 21st century. For background on financial market events dating from 2007, see Financial crisis of 2007–2008[image: External link].

Not to be confused with The Great Depression[image: External link].

The Great Recession was a period of general economic decline observed in world markets during the late 2000s and early 2010s. The scale and timing of the recession varied from country to country.[1][2] In terms of overall impact, the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] concluded that it was the worst global recession since World War II.[3][4] According to the US National Bureau of Economic Research[image: External link] (the official arbiter of US recessions) the recession, as experienced in that country, began in December 2007 and ended in June 2009, thus extending over 19 months.[5] The Great Recession was related to the financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link] and U.S. subprime mortgage crisis of 2007–09. The Great Recession has resulted in the scarcity of valuable assets in the market economy and the collapse of the financial sector in the world economy.[6][7]



TOP
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 Terminology




Two senses[image: External link] of the word " recession[image: External link]" exist: a less precise sense, referring broadly to "a period of reduced economic activity";[8] and the academic sense used most often in economics[image: External link], which is defined operationally[image: External link], referring specifically to the contraction phase[image: External link] of a business cycle[image: External link], with two or more consecutive quarters of GDP[image: External link] contraction. Under the academic definition, the recession ended in the United States in June or July 2009.[9][10] In the broader, lay sense of the word however, many people use the term to refer to ongoing hardship (in the same way that the term "Great Depression" is also popularly used).[11][12][13][14][15][16]
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 Overview




The Great Recession met the IMF[image: External link] criteria for being a global recession[image: External link], requiring a decline in annual real world GDP[image: External link] per‑capita (Purchasing Power weighted), only in the single calendar year 2009.[3][4] Despite the fact that quarterly data are being used as recession[image: External link] definition criteria by all G20 members[image: External link], representing 85% of the world GDP[image: External link],[17] the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has decided—in the absence of a complete data set—not to declare/measure global recessions according to quarterly GDP data. The seasonally adjusted PPP[image: External link]‑weighted real GDP for the G20‑zone, however, is a good indicator for the world GDP, and it was measured to have suffered a direct quarter on quarter[image: External link] decline during the three quarters from Q3‑2008 until Q1‑2009, which more accurately mark when the recession took place at the global level.[18]

According to the U.S. National Bureau of Economic Research[image: External link] (the official arbiter of U.S. recessions) the recession began in December 2007 and ended in June 2009, and thus extended over eighteen months.[5][19]

The years leading up to the crisis were characterized by an exorbitant rise in asset prices and associated boom in economic demand.[20] Further, the U.S. shadow banking system[image: External link] (i.e., non-depository financial institutions such as investment banks) had grown to rival the depository system yet was not subject to the same regulatory oversight, making it vulnerable to a bank run[image: External link].[21]

US mortgage-backed securities[image: External link], which had risks that were hard to assess, were marketed around the world, as they offered higher yields than U.S. government bonds. Many of these securities were backed by subprime mortgages, which collapsed in value when the U.S. housing bubble burst during 2006 and homeowners began to default on their mortgage payments in large numbers starting in 2007.[22]

The emergence of sub-prime loan[image: External link] losses in 2007 began the crisis and exposed other risky loans and over-inflated asset prices. With loan losses mounting and the fall of Lehman Brothers on 15 September 2008, a major panic broke out on the inter-bank loan market. There was the equivalent of a bank run on the shadow banking system[image: External link], resulting in many large and well established investment[image: External link] and commercial[image: External link] banks in the United States and Europe[image: External link] suffering huge losses and even facing bankruptcy, resulting in massive public financial assistance (government bailouts).[23]

The global recession that followed resulted in a sharp drop in international trade[image: External link], rising unemployment[image: External link] and slumping commodity prices.[24] Several economists predicted that recovery might not appear until 2011 and that the recession would be the worst since the Great Depression of the 1930s.[25][26] Economist Paul Krugman[image: External link] once commented on this as seemingly the beginning of "a second Great Depression."[27]

Governments and central banks responded with fiscal[image: External link] and monetary policies[image: External link] to stimulate national economies and reduce financial system risks. The recession has renewed interest in Keynesian economic ideas[image: External link] on how to combat recessionary conditions. Economists advise that the stimulus should be withdrawn as soon as the economies recover enough to "chart a path to sustainable growth".[28][29][30]

The distribution of household incomes in the United States has become more unequal during the post-2008 economic recovery[image: External link], a first for the US but in line with the trend over the last ten economic recoveries since 1949.[31] Income inequality in the United States[image: External link] has grown from 2005 to 2012 in more than 2 out of 3 metropolitan areas.[32] Median household wealth fell 35% in the US, from $106,591 to $68,839 between 2005 and 2011.[33]
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 Causes




Main article: Causes of the Great Recession[image: External link]


Further information: Financial crisis of 2007–2008[image: External link]
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 Panel reports




The majority report provided by Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission[image: External link], composed of six Democratic and four Republican appointees, reported its findings in January 2011. It concluded that "the crisis was avoidable and was caused by:


	Widespread failures in financial regulation, including the Federal Reserve’s failure to stem the tide of toxic mortgages;

	Dramatic breakdowns in corporate governance including too many financial firms acting recklessly and taking on too much risk;

	An explosive mix of excessive borrowing and risk by households and Wall Street that put the financial system on a collision course with crisis;

	Key policy makers ill prepared for the crisis, lacking a full understanding of the financial system they oversaw; and systemic breaches in accountability and ethics at all levels."[35]




There were two Republican dissenting FCIC reports. One of them, signed by three Republican appointees, concluded that there were multiple causes. In his separate dissent to the majority and minority opinions of the FCIC, Commissioner Peter J. Wallison[image: External link] of the American Enterprise Institute (AEI) primarily blamed U.S. housing policy, including the actions of Fannie & Freddie, for the crisis. He wrote: "When the bubble began to deflate in mid-2007, the low quality and high risk loans engendered by government policies failed in unprecedented numbers.[36]

In its "Declaration of the Summit on Financial Markets and the World Economy," dated 15 November 2008, leaders of the Group of 20[image: External link] cited the following causes:


During a period of strong global growth, growing capital flows, and prolonged stability earlier this decade, market participants sought higher yields without an adequate appreciation of the risks and failed to exercise proper due diligence. At the same time, weak underwriting standards, unsound risk management practices, increasingly complex and opaque financial products, and consequent excessive leverage combined to create vulnerabilities in the system. Policy-makers, regulators and supervisors, in some advanced countries, did not adequately appreciate and address the risks building up in financial markets, keep pace with financial innovation, or take into account the systemic ramifications of domestic regulatory actions.[37]
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 Narratives




There are several "narratives" attempting to place the causes of the recession into context, with overlapping elements. Four such narratives include:


	There was the equivalent of a bank run[image: External link] on the shadow banking system[image: External link], which includes investment banks and other non-depository financial entities. This system had grown to rival the depository system in scale yet was not subject to the same regulatory safeguards. Its failure disrupted the flow of credit to consumers and corporations.[23][38]


	The U.S. economy was being driven by a housing bubble. When it burst, private residential investment (i.e., housing construction) fell by nearly 4%. GDP and consumption enabled by bubble-generated housing wealth also slowed. This created a gap in annual demand (GDP) of nearly $1 trillion. The U.S. government was unwilling to make up for this private sector shortfall.[39][40]


	Record levels of household debt[image: External link] accumulated in the decades preceding the crisis resulted in a balance sheet recession[image: External link] (similar to debt deflation[image: External link]) once housing prices began falling in 2006. Consumers began paying off debt, which reduces their consumption, slowing down the economy for an extended period while debt levels are reduced.[23][41]


	U.S. government policies encouraged home ownership even for those who could not afford it, contributing to lax lending standards, unsustainable housing price increases, and indebtedness.[42]




Underlying narratives #1-3 is a hypothesis that growing income inequality[image: External link] and wage stagnation[image: External link] encouraged families to increase their household debt[image: External link] to maintain their desired living standard, fueling the bubble. Further, this greater share of income flowing to the top increased the political power of business interests, who used that power to deregulate[image: External link] or limit regulation of the shadow banking system.[43][44][45]
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 Trade imbalances and debt bubbles




The Economist[image: External link] wrote in July 2012 that the inflow of investment dollars required to fund the U.S. trade deficit was a major cause of the housing bubble and financial crisis: "The trade deficit, less than 1% of GDP in the early 1990s, hit 6% in 2006. That deficit was financed by inflows of foreign savings, in particular from East Asia and the Middle East. Much of that money went into dodgy mortgages to buy overvalued houses, and the financial crisis was the result."[46]

In May 2008, NPR explained in their Peabody Award[image: External link] winning program "The Giant Pool of Money[image: External link]" that a vast inflow of savings from developing nations flowed into the mortgage market, driving the U.S. housing bubble. This pool of fixed income savings increased from around $35 trillion in 2000 to about $70 trillion by 2008. NPR explained this money came from various sources, "[b]ut the main headline is that all sorts of poor countries became kind of rich, making things like TVs and selling us oil. China, India, Abu Dhabi, Saudi Arabia made a lot of money and banked it."[47]

Describing the crisis in Europe, Paul Krugman[image: External link] wrote in February 2012 that: "What we’re basically looking at, then, is a balance of payments problem, in which capital flooded south after the creation of the euro, leading to overvaluation in southern Europe."[48]
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 Monetary policy




Another narrative about the origin has been focused on the respective parts played by the public monetary policy (in the US notably) and by the practices of private financial institutions. In the U.S., mortgage funding was unusually decentralised, opaque, and competitive, and it is believed that competition between lenders for revenue and market share contributed to declining underwriting standards and risky lending.[49]

While Alan Greenspan's role as Chairman of the Federal Reserve[image: External link] has been widely discussed (the main point of controversy remains the lowering of the Federal funds rate[image: External link] to 1% for more than a year, which, according to Austrian theorists[image: External link], injected huge amounts of "easy" credit-based money into the financial system and created an unsustainable economic boom),[50] there is also the argument that Greenspan's actions in the years 2002–2004 were actually motivated by the need to take the U.S. economy out of the early 2000s recession[image: External link] caused by the bursting of the dot-com bubble—although by doing so he did not help avert the crisis, but only postpone it.[51][52]
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 High private debt levels




Another narrative focuses on high levels of private debt in the US economy. USA household debt[image: External link] as a percentage of annual disposable personal income[image: External link] was 127% at the end of 2007, versus 77% in 1990.[53][54] Faced with increasing mortgage payments as their adjustable rate mortgage payments increased, households began to default in record numbers, rendering mortgage-backed securities worthless. High private debt levels also impact growth by making recessions deeper and the following recovery weaker.[55][56] Robert Reich[image: External link] claims the amount of debt in the US economy can be traced to economic inequality, assuming that middle-class wages remained stagnant while wealth concentrated at the top, and households "pull equity from their homes and overload on debt to maintain living standards."[57]

The IMF reported in April 2012: "Household debt soared in the years leading up to the downturn. In advanced economies, during the five years preceding 2007, the ratio of household debt to income rose by an average of 39 percentage points, to 138 percent. In Denmark, Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, and Norway, debt peaked at more than 200 percent of household income. A surge in household debt to historic highs also occurred in emerging economies such as Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, and Lithuania. The concurrent boom in both house prices and the stock market meant that household debt relative to assets held broadly stable, which masked households’ growing exposure to a sharp fall in asset prices. When house prices declined, ushering in the global financial crisis, many households saw their wealth shrink relative to their debt, and, with less income and more unemployment, found it harder to meet mortgage payments. By the end of 2011, real house prices had fallen from their peak by about 41% in Ireland, 29% in Iceland, 23% in Spain and the United States, and 21% in Denmark. Household defaults, underwater mortgages (where the loan balance exceeds the house value), foreclosures, and fire sales are now endemic to a number of economies. Household deleveraging[image: External link] by paying off debts or defaulting on them has begun in some countries. It has been most pronounced in the United States, where about two-thirds of the debt reduction reflects defaults."[58][59]
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 Pre-recession warnings




The onset of the economic crisis took most people by surprise. A 2009 paper identifies twelve economists and commentators who, between 2000 and 2006, predicted a recession based on the collapse of the then-booming housing market in the United States:[60] Dean Baker[image: External link], Wynne Godley[image: External link], Fred Harrison[image: External link], Michael Hudson[image: External link], Eric Janszen[image: External link], Steve Keen[image: External link], Jakob Brøchner Madsen[image: External link], Jens Kjaer Sørensen, Kurt Richebächer[image: External link], Nouriel Roubini[image: External link], Peter Schiff[image: External link], and Robert Shiller[image: External link].[60]
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 Housing bubbles




Further information: Real estate bubble[image: External link]


By 2007, real estate bubbles were still under way in many parts of the world,[61] especially in the United States[image: External link],[49] France[image: External link], United Kingdom[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], The Netherlands[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], United Arab Emirates[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Poland[image: External link],[62] South Africa[image: External link], Israel[image: External link], Greece[image: External link], Bulgaria[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link],[63] Norway[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link], Finland[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link],[64] Baltic states[image: External link], India[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], Ukraine[image: External link], and China[image: External link].[65] U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan said in mid-2005 that "at a minimum, there's a little 'froth' [in the U.S. housing market]...it's hard not to see that there are a lot of local bubbles".[66]

The Economist[image: External link] newspaper, writing at the same time, went further, saying "the worldwide rise in house prices is the biggest bubble in history".[67] Real estate bubbles are (by definition of the word "bubble") followed by a price decrease (also known as a housing price crash) that can result in many owners holding negative equity[image: External link] (a mortgage[image: External link] debt higher than the current value of the property).
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 Increases in uncertainty




Increases in uncertainty can depress investment, or consumption. The 2007–14 recession represents the most striking episode of heightened uncertainty since 1960.[68][69]
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 Ineffective or inappropriate regulation
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 Regulations encouraging lax lending standards




Several analysts, such as Peter Wallison and Edward Pinto of the American Enterprise Institute, have asserted that private lenders were encouraged to relax lending standards by government affordable housing policies.[70][71] They cite The Housing and Community Development Act of 1992, which initially required that 30 percent or more of Fannie’s and Freddie’s loan purchases be related to affordable housing. The legislation gave HUD the power to set future requirements, and eventually (under the Bush Administration) a 56 percent minimum was established.[72] To fulfil the requirements, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac established programs to purchase $5 trillion in affordable housing loans,[73] and encouraged lenders to relax underwriting standards to produce those loans.[72]

These critics also cite, as inappropriate regulation, “The National Homeownership Strategy: Partners in the American Dream (“Strategy”), which was compiled in 1995 by Henry Cisneros, President Clinton’s HUD Secretary. In 2001, the independent research company, Graham Fisher & Company, stated: “While the underlying initiatives of the [Strategy] were broad in content, the main theme ... was the relaxation of credit standards.”[74]

The Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) is also identified as one of the causes of the recession, by some critics. They contend that lenders relaxed lending standards in an effort to meet CRA commitments, and they note that publicly announced CRA loan commitments were massive, totaling $4.5 trillion in the years between 1994 and 2007.[75]

However, the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission (FCIC) concluded that Fannie & Freddie "were not a primary cause" of the crisis and that CRA was not a factor in the crisis.[35] Further, since housing bubbles appeared in multiple countries in Europe as well, the FCIC Republican minority dissenting report also concluded that U.S. housing policies were not a robust explanation for a wider global housing bubble.[35] The view that U.S. government housing policy was a primary cause of the crisis has been widely disputed,[76] with Paul Krugman[image: External link] referring to it as "imaginary history."[77]
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 Derivatives




Author Michael Lewis[image: External link] wrote that a type of derivative called a credit default swap[image: External link] (CDS) enabled speculators to stack bets on the same mortgage securities. This is analogous to allowing many persons to buy insurance on the same house. Speculators that bought CDS protection were betting that significant mortgage security defaults would occur, while the sellers (such as AIG[image: External link]) bet they would not. An unlimited amount could be wagered on the same housing-related securities, provided buyers and sellers of the CDS could be found.[78] When massive defaults occurred on underlying mortgage securities, companies like AIG that were selling CDS were unable to perform their side of the obligation and defaulted; U.S. taxpayers paid over $100 billion to global financial institutions to honor AIG obligations, generating considerable outrage.[79]

Derivatives such as CDS were unregulated or barely regulated. Several sources have noted the failure of the US government to supervise or even require transparency of the financial instruments[image: External link] known as derivatives[image: External link].[80][81][82] A 2008 investigative article in the Washington Post[image: External link] found that leading government officials at the time (Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan Greenspan, Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin[image: External link], and SEC Chairman Arthur Levitt[image: External link]) vehemently opposed any regulation of derivatives[image: External link]. In 1998 Brooksley E. Born[image: External link], head of the Commodity Futures Trading Commission[image: External link], put forth a policy paper asking for feedback from regulators, lobbyists, legislators on the question of whether derivatives should be reported, sold through a central facility, or whether capital requirements should be required of their buyers. Greenspan, Rubin, and Levitt pressured her to withdraw the paper and Greenspan persuaded Congress[image: External link] to pass a resolution preventing CFTC from regulating derivatives for another six months — when Born's term of office would expire.[81] Ultimately, it was the collapse of a specific kind of derivative, the mortgage-backed security[image: External link], that triggered the economic crisis of 2008.[82]
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 Shadow banking system




Paul Krugman[image: External link] wrote in 2009 that the run[image: External link] on the shadow banking system[image: External link] was the "core of what happened" to cause the crisis. "As the shadow banking system expanded to rival or even surpass conventional banking in importance, politicians and government officials should have realised that they were re-creating the kind of financial vulnerability that made the Great Depression possible – and they should have responded by extending regulations and the financial safety net to cover these new institutions. Influential figures should have proclaimed a simple rule: anything that does what a bank does, anything that has to be rescued in crises the way banks are, should be regulated like a bank." He referred to this lack of controls as "malign neglect."[83][84]

During 2008, three of the largest U.S. investment banks either went bankrupt (Lehman Brothers) or were sold at fire sale prices to other banks (Bear Stearns[image: External link] and Merrill Lynch[image: External link]). The investment banks were not subject to the more stringent regulations applied to depository banks. These failures exacerbated the instability in the global financial system. The remaining two investment banks, Morgan Stanley[image: External link] and Goldman Sachs[image: External link], potentially facing failure, opted to become commercial banks, thereby subjecting themselves to more stringent regulation but receiving access to credit via the Federal Reserve.[85][86] Further, American International Group (AIG) had insured mortgage-backed and other securities but was not required to maintain sufficient reserves to pay its obligations when debtors defaulted on these securities. AIG was contractually required to post additional collateral with many creditors and counter-parties, touching off controversy when over $100 billion of U.S. taxpayer money was paid out to major global financial institutions on behalf of AIG. While this money was legally owed to the banks by AIG (under agreements made via credit default swaps[image: External link] purchased from AIG by the institutions), a number of Congressmen and media members expressed outrage that taxpayer money was used to bail out banks.[79]

Economist Gary Gorton[image: External link] wrote in May 2009: "Unlike the historical banking panics of the 19th and early 20th centuries, the current banking panic is a wholesale panic, not a retail panic. In the earlier episodes, depositors ran to their banks and demanded cash in exchange for their checking accounts. Unable to meet those demands, the banking system became insolvent. The current panic involved financial firms “running” on other financial firms by not renewing sale and repurchase agreements (repo) or increasing the repo margin (“haircut”), forcing massive deleveraging, and resulting in the banking system being insolvent."[87]

The Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission[image: External link] reported in January 2011: "In the early part of the 20th century, we erected a series of protections – the Federal Reserve as a lender of last resort[image: External link], federal deposit insurance, ample regulations – to provide a bulwark against the panics that had regularly plagued America’s banking system in the 20th century. Yet, over the past 30-plus years, we permitted the growth of a shadow banking system – opaque and laden with short term debt – that rivaled the size of the traditional banking system. Key components of the market – for example, the multitrillion-dollar repo lending market, off-balance-sheet entities, and the use of over-the-counter derivatives – were hidden from view, without the protections we had constructed to prevent financial meltdowns. We had a 21st-century financial system with 19th-century safeguards."[35]
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 Systemic crisis




The financial crisis and the recession have been described as a symptom of another, deeper crisis by a number of economists. For example, Ravi Batra[image: External link] argues that growing inequality of financial capitalism[image: External link] produces speculative bubbles that burst and result in depression and major political changes[image: External link].[88][89] Feminist economists Ailsa McKay[image: External link] and Margunn Bjørnholt[image: External link] argue that the financial crisis and the response to it revealed a crisis of ideas in mainstream economics and within the economics profession, and call for a reshaping of both the economy, economic theory and the economics profession. They argue that such a reshaping should include new advances within feminist economics[image: External link] and ecological economics[image: External link] that take as their starting point the socially responsible, sensible and accountable subject in creating an economy and economic theories that fully acknowledge care for each other as well as the planet.[90]
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 Effects




Main article: Effects of the Great Recession[image: External link]
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 Effects on the United States




Further information: Unemployment in the United States[image: External link] and National debt of the United States[image: External link]


In the U.S., persistent high unemployment[image: External link] remained[image: External link] as of December 2012, along with low consumer confidence[image: External link], the continuing decline in home values and increase in foreclosures and personal bankruptcies[image: External link], an increasing federal debt[image: External link], inflation[image: External link], and rising petroleum and food prices. A 2011 poll found that more than half of all Americans thought that the U.S. was still in recession or even depression[image: External link], although economic data showed a historically modest recovery.[91] This could have been because both private and public levels of debt were at historic highs in the U.S. and in many other countries.[92][93][94][95]


	Real gross domestic product (GDP) began contracting in the third quarter of 2008 and did not return to growth until Q1 2010.[96] CBO estimated in February 2013 that real U.S. GDP remained only a little over 4.5 percent above its previous peak, or about $850 billion. CBO projected that GDP would not return to its potential level until 2017.[97] In 2009 the U.S GDP was at $14.4 trillion. By the final quarter of 2014, the US GDP had grown by 18.6%, equal to $17.7 trillion. Canada[image: External link], the United States' largest trading partner by then, had a GDP of $1.37 trillion in 2009, but by 2014 reached $2 trillion, growing by over 31%. Both countries now have the fastest growing economies within the G8[image: External link] and G20[image: External link], and both countries has increased daily trade with each other from $1.5 Billion in 2011, to $4 Billion in 2014, equating to over $1.3 trillion in annual trade.

	The unemployment rate rose from 5% in 2008 pre-crisis to 10% by late 2009, then steadily declined to 7.3% by March 2013.[98] The number of unemployed rose from approximately 7 million in 2008 pre-crisis to 15 million by 2009, then declined to 12 million by early 2013.[99]


	Residential private investment (mainly housing) fell from its 2006 pre-crisis peak of $800 billion, to $400 billion by mid-2009 and has remained depressed at that level. Non-residential investment (mainly business purchases of capital equipment) peaked at $1,700 billion in 2008 pre-crisis and fell to $1,300 billion in 2010, but by early 2013 had nearly recovered to this peak.[100]


	Housing prices fell approximately 30% on average from their mid-2006 peak to mid-2009 and remained at approximately that level as of March 2013.[101]


	Stock market prices, as measured by the S&P 500 index, fell 57% from their October 2007 peak of 1,565 to a trough of 676 in March 2009. Stock prices began a steady climb thereafter and returned to record levels by April 2013.[102]


	The net worth of U.S. households and non-profit organisations fell from a peak of approximately $67 trillion in 2007 to a trough of $52 trillion in 2009, a decline of $15 trillion or 22%. It began to recover thereafter and was $66 trillion by Q3 2012.[103]


	U.S. total national debt rose from 66% GDP in 2008 pre-crisis to over 103% by the end of 2012.[104]


	For the majority, income levels have dropped substantially with the median male worker making $32,137 in 2010, and an inflation-adjusted income of $32,844 in 1968.[105] The recession of 2007–2009 is considered to be the worst economic downturn since the Great Depression.[106] and the subsequent economic recovery one of the weakest. The weak economic performance since 2000 has seen the percentage of working age adults actually employed drop from 64% to 58% (a number last seen in 1984), with most of that drop occurring since 2007.[107]


	Approximately 5.4 million people have been added to federal disability rolls as discouraged workers give up looking for work and take advantage of the federal program.[108]


	The United States has seen an increasing concentration of wealth to the detriment of the middle class and the poor with the younger generations being especially affected.[109] The middle class dropped from 61% of the population in 1971 to 51% in 2011 as the upper class increased its take of the national income from 29% in 1970 to 46% in 2010. The share for the middle class dropped to 45%, down from 62% while total income for the poor dropped to 9% from 10%. Since the number of poor increased during this period the smaller piece of the pie (down to 9% from 10%) is spread over a greater portion of the population.[110] The portion of national wealth owned by the middle class and poor has also dropped as their portion of the national income has dropped, making it more difficult to accumulate wealth. The younger generation, which would be just starting their wealth accumulation, has been the most hard hit. Those under 35 are 68% less wealthy than they were in 1984, while those over 55 are 10% wealthier.[111] Much of this concentration has happened since the start of the Great Recession. In 2009, the wealthiest 20% of households controlled 87.2% of all wealth, up from 85.0% in 2007. The top 1% controlled 35.6% of all wealth, up from 34.6% in 2007.[112] The share of the bottom 80% fell from 15% to 12.8%, dropping 15%.

	Inflation-adjusted median household income in the United States[image: External link] peaked in 1999 at $53,252 (at the peak of the Internet stock bubble), dropped to $51,174 in 2004, went up to 52,823 in 2007 (at the peak of the housing bubble), and has since trended downward to $49,445 in 2010. The last time median household income was at this level was in 1996 at $49,112, indicating that the recession of the early 2000s and the 2008–2012 global recession wiped out all middle class income gains for the last 15 years.[113] This income drop has caused a dramatic[citation needed[image: External link]] rise in people living under the poverty level and has hit suburbia particularly hard. Between 2000 and 2010, the number of suburban households below the poverty line increased by 53 percent, compared to a 23 percent increase in poor households in urban areas.[114]




A 2011 poll found that more than half of all Americans think the U.S. is still in recession or even depression[image: External link], despite official data that shows a historically modest recovery.[115] In 2013 the Census Bureau[image: External link] defined poverty rate decreased to roughly 14.5% of the population.[116] As late as 2014, and early 2015, a majority of Americans still believed that the nation remained in a recession.[117]
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 Effects on Europe




Further information: European debt crisis[image: External link] and Austerity[image: External link]


The crisis in Europe generally progressed from banking system crises to sovereign debt crises, as many countries elected to bailout their banking systems using taxpayer money.[citation needed[image: External link]] Greece was different in that it faced large public debts rather than problems within its banking system. Several countries received bailout packages from the troika[image: External link] (European Commission, European Central Bank, International Monetary Fund), which also implemented a series of emergency measures.

Many European countries embarked on austerity programs, reducing their budget deficits relative to GDP from 2010 to 2011. For example, according to the CIA World Factbook[image: External link] Greece improved its budget deficit from 10.4% GDP in 2010 to 9.6% in 2011. Iceland, Italy, Ireland, Portugal, France, and Spain also improved their budget deficits from 2010 to 2011 relative to GDP.[119][120]

However, with the exception of Germany, each of these countries had public-debt-to-GDP ratios that increased (i.e., worsened) from 2010 to 2011, as indicated in the chart at right. Greece's public-debt-to-GDP ratio increased from 143% in 2010 to 165% in 2011[119] to 185% in 2014. This indicates that despite improving budget deficits, GDP growth was not sufficient to support a decline (improvement) in the debt-to-GDP ratio for these countries during this period. Eurostat[image: External link] reported that the debt to GDP ratio for the 17 Euro area countries together was 70.1% in 2008, 79.9% in 2009, 85.3% in 2010, and 87.2% in 2011.[120][121]

According to the CIA World Factbook, from 2010 to 2011, the unemployment rates in Spain, Greece, Italy, Ireland, Portugal, and the UK increased. France had no significant changes, while in Germany and Iceland the unemployment rate declined.[119] Eurostat reported that Eurozone unemployment reached record levels in September 2012 at 11.6%, up from 10.3% the prior year. Unemployment varied significantly by country.[122]

Economist Martin Wolf[image: External link] analysed the relationship between cumulative GDP growth from 2008-2012 and total reduction in budget deficits due to austerity policies (see chart at right) in several European countries during April 2012. He concluded that: "In all, there is no evidence here that large fiscal contractions [budget deficit reductions] bring benefits to confidence and growth that offset the direct effects of the contractions. They bring exactly what one would expect: small contractions bring recessions and big contractions bring depressions." Changes in budget balances (deficits or surpluses) explained[image: External link] approximately 53% of the change in GDP, according to the equation derived from the IMF data used in his analysis.[118]

Economist Paul Krugman[image: External link] analysed the relationship between GDP and reduction in budget deficits for several European countries in April 2012 and concluded that austerity was slowing growth, similar to Martin Wolf. He also wrote: "... this also implies that 1 euro of austerity yields only about 0.4 euros of reduced deficit, even in the short run. No wonder, then, that the whole austerity enterprise is spiraling into disaster."[123]
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 Countries that avoided recession




Poland[image: External link] and Slovakia[image: External link] are the only two members of the European Union[image: External link] to have avoided a GDP recession during the years affected by the Great Recession. As of December 2009, the Polish economy had not entered recession nor even contracted, while its IMF 2010 GDP growth forecast of 1.9 percent was expected to be upgraded.[124][125][126] Analysts have identified several causes for the positive economic development in Poland: Extremely low levels of bank lending and a relatively very small mortgage market; the relatively recent dismantling of EU trade barriers and the resulting surge in demand for Polish goods since 2004; the receipt of direct EU funding since 2004; lack of over-dependence on a single export sector; a tradition of government fiscal responsibility; a relatively large internal market; the free-floating Polish zloty[image: External link]; low labour costs attracting continued foreign direct investment; economic difficulties at the start of the decade, which prompted austerity measures in advance of the world crisis.[citation needed[image: External link]]

While India[image: External link], Uzbekistan[image: External link], China[image: External link], and Iran experienced slowing growth, they did not enter recessions.

South Korea[image: External link] narrowly avoided technical recession in the first quarter of 2009.[127] The International Energy Agency[image: External link] stated in mid September that South Korea could be the only large OECD[image: External link] country to avoid recession for the whole of 2009.[128] It was the only developed economy to expand in the first half of 2009.

Australia[image: External link] avoided a technical recession after experiencing only one quarter of negative growth in the fourth quarter of 2008, with GDP returning to positive in the first quarter of 2009.[129][130]

The financial crisis did not affect developing countries to a great extent. Experts see several reasons: Africa was not affected because it is not fully integrated in the world market. Latin America and Asia seemed better prepared, since they have experienced crises before. In Latin America, for example, banking laws and regulations are very stringent. Bruno Wenn of the German DEG suggests that Western countries could learn from these countries when it comes to regulations of financial markets.[131]
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 Timeline of effects




Main article: Timeline of the Great Recession[image: External link]
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The table below displays all national recessions appearing in 2006-2013 (for the 71 countries with available data), according to the common recession definition, saying that a recession occurred whenever seasonally adjusted real GDP[image: External link] contracts quarter on quarter, through minimum two consecutive quarters. Only 11 out of the 71 listed countries with quarterly GDP data (Poland, Slovakia, Moldova, India, China, South Korea, Indonesia, Australia, Uruguay, Colombia and Bolivia) escaped a recession in this time period.

The few recessions appearing early in 2006-07 are commonly never associated to be part of the Great Recession, which is illustrated by the fact that only two countries (Iceland and Jamaica) were in recession in Q4-2007.

One year before the maximum, in Q1-2008, only six countries were in recession (Iceland, Sweden, Finland, Ireland, Portugal and New Zealand). The number of countries in recession was 25 in Q2‑2008, 39 in Q3‑2008 and 53 in Q4‑2008. At the steepest part of the Great Recession in Q1‑2009, a total of 59 out of 71 countries were simultaneously in recession. The number of countries in recession was 37 in Q2‑2009, 13 in Q3‑2009 and 11 in Q4‑2009. One year after the maximum, in Q1‑2010, only seven countries were in recession (Greece, Croatia, Romania, Iceland, Jamaica, Venezuela and Belize).

The recession data for the overall G20-zone[image: External link] (representing 85% of all GWP[image: External link]), depict that the Great Recession existed as a global recession[image: External link] throughout Q3‑2008 until Q1‑2009.

Subsequent follow-up recessions in 2010‑2013 were confined to Belize, El Salvador, Paraguay, Jamaica, Japan, Taiwan, New Zealand and 24 out of 50 European countries[image: External link] (including Greece). As of October 2014, only five out of the 71 countries with available quarterly data (Cyprus, Italy, Croatia, Belize and El Salvador), were still in ongoing recessions.[18][132] The many follow-up recessions hitting the European countries, are commonly referred to as being direct repercussions of the European sovereign‑debt crisis[image: External link].



	Country[a]

	Recession period(s) during 2006‑2013[18][132]

(measured by quarter-on-quarter changes of seasonally adjusted real GDP,

as per the latest revised Q3-2013 data from 10 January 2014)[b]




	Albania[image: External link]
	Q1-2007 until Q2-2007 (6 months)[133]

Q3-2009 until Q4-2009 (6 months)[133]

Q4-2011 until Q1-2012 (6 months)[133]




	Argentina[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q2-2009 (9 months)

Q1-2012 until Q2-2012 (6 months)

Q3-2013 until Q3-2014 (12 months)

Q3-2015 until Q3-2016 (15 months)




	Australia[image: External link]
	None



	Austria[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q2-2009 (15 months)

Q3-2011 until Q4-2011 (6 months)




	Belgium[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q1-2009 (9 months)

Q2-2012 until Q1-2013 (12 months)




	Belize[image: External link]
	Q1-2006 until Q2-2006 (6 months)[134]

Q1-2007 until Q3-2007 (9 months)[134]

Q4-2008 until Q1-2009 (6 months)[134]

Q4-2009 until Q1-2010 (6 months)[134]

Q1-2011 until Q2-2011 (6 months)[134]

Q2-2013 until Ongoing (48 months)[134]




	Bolivia[image: External link]
	None[135][c]




	Brazil[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q1-2009 (6 months)

Q1-2014 until Q4-2016 (36 months)




	Bulgaria[image: External link]
	Q1-2009 until Q2-2009 (6 months)




	Canada[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q2-2009 (9 months)




	Chile[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)




	China[image: External link]
	None



	Colombia[image: External link]
	None[136][137]




	Costa Rica[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)[138]




	Croatia[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2010 (24 months)

Q3-2011 until Q4-2012 (18 months)

Q2-2013 until Q2 2014 (15 months)




	Cyprus[image: External link]
	Q1-2009 until Q4-2009 (12 months)

Q3-2011 until Q4-2014 (42 months)




	Czech Republic[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q2-2009 (9 months)

Q4-2011 until Q1-2013 (18 months)




	Denmark[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2009 (12 months)

Q3-2011 until Q4-2011 (6 months)

Q4-2012 until Q1-2013 (6 months)




	Ecuador[image: External link]
	Q4-2006 until Q1-2007 (6 months)[139]

Q1-2009 until Q3-2009 (9 months)[140][141]




	El Salvador[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2009 (12 months)[142][d]




	Estonia[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q3-2009 (15 months)

Q1-2013 until Q2-2013 (6 months)




	
EU[image: External link] (28 member states)

	Q2-2008 until Q2-2009 (15 months)

Q4-2011 until Q2-2012 (9 months)

Q4-2012 until Q1-2013 (6 months)




	
Eurozone[image: External link] (17 member states)

	Q2-2008 until Q2-2009 (15 months)

Q4-2011 until Q1-2013 (18 months)




	Finland[image: External link]
	Q1-2008 until Q2-2009 (18 months)

Q2-2012 until Q1-2015 (36 months)




	France[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q2-2009 (15 months)

Q4-2012 until Q1-2013 (6 months)




	
G20[image: External link] (43 member states, PPP-weighted GDP)[e]

	Q3-2008 until Q1-2009 (9 months)




	Germany[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)




	Greece[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2014 (63 months)

Q1-2015 until Q1-2017 (27 months)




	Hong Kong[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)[145]




	Hungary[image: External link]
	Q1-2007 until Q2-2007 (6 months)

Q2-2008 until Q3-2009 (18 months)

Q2-2011 until Q3-2011 (6 months)

Q1-2012 until Q4-2012 (12 months)




	Iceland[image: External link]
	Q4-2007 until Q2-2008 (9 months)

Q4-2008 until Q1-2009 (6 months)

Q3-2009 until Q2-2010 (12 months)




	India[image: External link]
	None



	Indonesia[image: External link]
	None



	Ireland[image: External link]
	Q2-2007 until Q3-2007 (6 months)

Q1-2008 until Q4-2009 (24 months)

Q3-2011 until Q2-2013 (24 months)




	Israel[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q1-2009 (6 months)




	Italy[image: External link]
	Q3-2007 until Q4-2007 (6 months)

Q2-2008 until Q2-2009 (15 months)

Q3-2011 until Q3-2013 (27 months)

Q1-2014 until Q4-2014 (12 months)




	Jamaica[image: External link]
	Q3-2007 until Q4-2007 (6 months)[146]

Q3-2008 until Q1-2009 (9 months)[146]

Q4-2009 until Q2-2010 (9 months)[146]

Q4-2011 until Q1-2012 (6 months)[146]

Q4-2012 until Q1-2013 (6 months)[146]




	Japan[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)

Q4-2010 until Q2-2011 (9 months)

Q2-2012 until Q3-2012 (6 months)




	Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q1-2009 (9 months)[147][f]




	Latvia[image: External link]
	Q1-2008 until Q3-2009 (18 months)

Q1-2010 until Q2-2010 (12 months)




	Lithuania[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2009 (12 months)




	Luxembourg[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)




	Macedonia[image: External link]
	Q1-2009 until Q3-2009 (9 months)[148]

Q1-2012 until Q2-2012 (6 months)[148]

(not qoq-data, but quarters compared with same quarter of last year)[b]

Q1-2012 until Q2-2012 (6 months)




	Malaysia[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q1-2009 (9 months)[149][150]




	Malta[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q1-2009 (6 months)




	Mexico[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2009 (12 months)




	Moldova[image: External link]
	None[151][g]




	Netherlands[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q2-2009 (15 months)

Q2-2011 until Q1-2012 (12 months)

Q3-2012 until Q2-2013 (12 months)




	New Zealand[image: External link]
	Q1-2008 until Q2-2009 (18 months)

Q3-2010 until Q4-2010 (6 months)




	Norway[image: External link]
	Q1-2009 until Q2-2009 (6 months)

Q2-2010 until Q3-2010 (6 months)

Q1-2011 until Q2-2011 (6 months)




	
OECD[image: External link] (34 member states, PPP-weighted GDP)

	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)




	Paraguay[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q1-2009 (9 months)[152]

Q2-2011 until Q3-2011 (6 months)[152]




	Peru[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q2-2009 (9 months)[153]




	Philippines[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q1-2009 (6 months)[154][155]




	Poland[image: External link]
	None



	Portugal[image: External link]
	Q2-2007 until Q3-2007 (6 months)

Q1-2008 until Q1-2009 (15 months)

Q4-2010 until Q1-2013 (30 months)




	Romania[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q2-2009 (9 months)

Q4-2009 until Q1-2010 (6 months)

Q4-2011 until Q1-2012 (6 months)




	Russia[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2009 (12 months)

Q4-2014 until Q4-2016 (27 months)




	Serbia[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q2-2009 (15 months)[156]

Q2-2011 until Q1-2012 (12 months)[156]

Q3-2012 until Q4-2012 (6 months)[156]




	Singapore[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)[157][158][159][160][161]




	Slovakia[image: External link]
	None



	Slovenia[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2009 (12 months)

Q3-2011 until Q4-2013 (24 months)[162][163]




	South Africa[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q2-2009 (9 months)




	South Korea[image: External link]
	None



	Spain[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q4-2009 (21 months)

Q2-2011 until Q2-2013 (27 months)




	Sweden[image: External link]
	Q1-2008 until Q1-2009 (15 months)




	Switzerland[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q2-2009 (9 months)




	Taiwan[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)[164]

Q3-2011 until Q4-2011 (6 months)[164]




	Thailand[image: External link]
	Q4-2008 until Q1-2009 (6 months)[165]




	Turkey[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)




	Ukraine[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (12 months)[166]

Q3-2012 until Q4-2012 (6 months)[166][167][168]




	United Kingdom[image: External link]
	Q2-2008 until Q2-2009 (15 months)[169]




	United States[image: External link]
	Q3-2008 until Q2-2009 (12 months)




	Uruguay[image: External link]
	None[170]




	Venezuela[image: External link]
	Q1-2009 until Q1-2010 (15 months)[171]







	
^ 105 out of the 206 sovereign countries[image: External link] in the World, did not publish any quarterly GDP data for the 2006‑2013 period. The following 21 countries were also excluded from the table, due to only publishing unadjusted quarterly real GDP figures with no seasonal adjustment: Armenia[image: External link], Azerbaijan[image: External link], Belarus[image: External link], Brunei[image: External link], Dominican Republic[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Guatemala[image: External link], Iran, Jordan[image: External link], Macao[image: External link], Montenegro[image: External link], Morocco[image: External link], Nicaragua[image: External link], Nigeria[image: External link], Palestine[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], Rwanda[image: External link], Sri Lanka[image: External link], Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link], Vietnam[image: External link].


	
^ a b Only seasonally adjusted qoq[image: External link]-data can be used to accurately determine recession periods. When quarterly change is calculated by comparing quarters with the same quarter of last year, this results only in an aggregated -often delayed- indication, because of being a product of all quarterly changes taking place since the same quarter last year. Currently there is no seasonal adjusted qoq-data available for Greece and Macedonia, which is why the table display the recession intervals for these two countries only based upon the alternative indicative data format.


	
^ Bolivia had as of January 2014 only published seasonally adjusted real GDP data until Q1-2010, with the statistics office still to publish data for 2010-13.[135]


	
^ According to the methodology note for the quarterly GDP of El Salvador, this data series include seasonally adjustments.[143]


	
^ The G20-zone represents 85% of all GWP[image: External link], and comprise 19 member states (incl. UK, France, Germany and Italy) along with the EU Commission as the 20th member, who represents the remaining 24 EU member states in the forum.[144]


	
^ Kazakhstan had as of January 2014 only published seasonally adjusted real GDP data until Q4-2009, with the statistics office still to publish data for 2010-13.[147]


	
^ Moldova had as of January 2014 only published seasonally adjusted real GDP data until Q4-2010, with the statistics office still to publish data for 2011-13.[151]
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 Country specific details about recession timelines




Iceland fell into an economic depression in 2008 following the collapse of its banking system (see 2008–2011 Icelandic financial crisis[image: External link]). By mid-2012 Iceland is regarded as one of Europe's recovery success stories largely as a result of a currency devaluation that has effectively reduced wages by 50%--making exports more competitive.[172]

The following countries had a recession already starting in the first quarter of 2008: Latvia,[173] Ireland,[174] New Zealand,[175] and Sweden.[18]

The following countries/territories had a recession starting in the second quarter of 2008: Japan,[176] Hong Kong,[177] Singapore,[178] Italy,[179] Turkey,[18] Germany,[180] United Kingdom,[18] the Eurozone,[181] the European Union,[18] and OECD.[18]

The following countries/territories had a recession starting in the third quarter of 2008: United States,[18] Spain,[182] and Taiwan.[183]

The following countries/territories had a recession starting in the fourth quarter of 2008: Switzerland.[184]

South Korea "miraculously" avoided recession with GDP returning positive at a 0.1% expansion in the first quarter of 2009.[185]

Of the seven largest economies in the world by GDP, only China avoided a recession in 2008. In the year to the third quarter of 2008 China grew by 9%. Until recently Chinese officials considered 8% GDP growth to be required simply to create enough jobs for rural people moving to urban centres.[186] This figure may more accurately be considered to be 5–7% now that the main growth in working population is receding.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Ukraine went into technical depression in January 2009 with a nominal annualised GDP growth of −20%, when comparing on a monthly basis with the GDP level in January 2008.[187] Overall the Ukrainian real GDP fell 14.8% when comparing the entire part of 2009 with 2008.[188] When measured quarter-on-quarter by changes of seasonally adjusted real GDP, Ukraine was more precisely in recession/depression throughout the four quarters from Q2-2008 until Q1-2009 (with respective qoq-changes of: -0.1%, -0.5%, -9.3%, -10.3%), and the two quarters from Q3-2012 until Q4-2012 (with respective qoq-changes of: -1.5% and -0.8%).[189]

Japan was in recovery in the middle of the decade 2000s but slipped back into recession and deflation in 2008.[190] The recession in Japan intensified in the fourth quarter of 2008 with a nominal annualized GDP growth of −12.7% (being equal to the seasonally adjusted real GDP having a quarter-on-quarter change of -3.2%),[191] and deepened further in the first quarter of 2009 with a nominal annualised GDP growth of −15.2% (being equal to the seasonally adjusted real GDP having a quarter-on-quarter change of -4.0%).[192]
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 Political instability related to the economic crisis




On February 26, 2009, an Economic Intelligence Briefing was added to the daily intelligence briefings[image: External link] prepared for the President of the United States. This addition reflects the assessment of U.S. intelligence agencies that the global financial crisis presents a serious threat to international stability.[193]

Business Week[image: External link] stated in March 2009 that global political instability is rising fast because of the global financial crisis and is creating new challenges that need managing.[194] The Associated Press reported in March 2009 that: United States "Director of National Intelligence Dennis Blair has said the economic weakness could lead to political instability in many developing nations."[195] Even some developed countries are seeing political instability.[196] NPR reports that David Gordon, a former intelligence officer who now leads research at the Eurasia Group[image: External link], said: "Many, if not most, of the big countries out there have room to accommodate economic downturns without having large-scale political instability if we're in a recession of normal length. If you're in a much longer-run downturn, then all bets are off."[197]

Political scientists have argued that the economic stasis triggered social churning that got expressed through protests on a variety of issues across the developing world. In Brazil, disaffected youth rallied against a minor bus-fare hike;[198] in Turkey, they agitated against the conversion of a park to a mall[199] and in Israel, they protested against high rents in Tel Aviv. In all these cases, the ostensible immediate cause of the protest was amplified by the underlying social suffering induced by the great recession.

In January 2009, the government leaders of Iceland were forced to call elections two years early after the people of Iceland staged mass protests and clashed with the police because of the government's handling of the economy.[196] Hundreds of thousands protested in France against President Sarkozy's economic policies.[200] Prompted by the financial crisis in Latvia, the opposition and trade unions there organised a rally against the cabinet of premier Ivars Godmanis. The rally gathered some 10–20 thousand people. In the evening the rally turned into a Riot[image: External link]. The crowd moved to the building of the parliament and attempted to force their way into it, but were repelled by the state's police. In late February many Greeks took part in a massive general strike because of the economic situation and they shut down schools, airports, and many other services in Greece.[201] Police and protesters clashed in Lithuania where people protesting the economic conditions were shot with rubber bullets.[202] Communists and others rallied in Moscow to protest the Russian government's economic plans.[203]

In addition to various levels of unrest in Europe, Asian countries have also seen various degrees of protest.[204] Protests have also occurred in China as demands from the west for exports have been dramatically reduced and unemployment has increased. Beyond these initial protests, the protest movement has grown and continued in 2011. In late 2011, the Occupy Wall Street[image: External link] protest took place in the United States, spawning several offshoots that came to be known as the Occupy movement[image: External link].

In 2012 the economic difficulties in Spain increased support for secession movements. In Catalonia, support for the secession movement[image: External link] exceeded. On September 11, a pro-independence march[image: External link] drew a crowd that police estimated at 1.5 million.[205]
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 Policy responses




Main article: National fiscal policy response to the Great Recession[image: External link]


See also: 2008–09 Keynesian resurgence[image: External link]


The financial phase of the crisis[image: External link] led to emergency interventions in many national financial systems. As the crisis developed into genuine recession in many major economies, economic stimulus meant to revive economic growth became the most common policy tool. After having implemented rescue plans for the banking system, major developed and emerging countries announced plans to relieve their economies. In particular, economic stimulus plans were announced in China[image: External link], the United States[image: External link], and the European Union[image: External link].[206] In the final quarter of 2008, the financial crisis saw the G-20 group of major economies[image: External link] assume a new significance as a focus of economic and financial crisis management.
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 United States policy responses




Main article: United States policy responses to the Great Recession[image: External link]


The Federal Reserve, Treasury, and Securities and Exchange Commission took several steps on September 19 to intervene in the crisis. To stop the potential run on money market mutual funds, the Treasury also announced on September 19 a new $50 billion program to insure the investments, similar to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) program.[207][208] Part of the announcements included temporary exceptions to section 23A and 23B (Regulation W), allowing financial groups to more easily share funds within their group. The exceptions would expire on January 30, 2009, unless extended by the Federal Reserve Board[image: External link].[209] The Securities and Exchange Commission announced termination of short-selling of 799 financial stocks, as well as action against naked short selling[image: External link], as part of its reaction to the mortgage crisis.[210] In May 2013 as the stock market was hitting record highs and the housing and employment markets were improving slightly[211] the prospect of the Federal Reserve beginning to decrease its economic stimulus activities began to enter the projections of investment analysts and affected global markets.[212]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Asia-Pacific policy responses




On September 15, 2008, China cut its interest rate for the first time since 2002. Indonesia reduced its overnight repo rate, at which commercial banks can borrow overnight funds from the central bank, by two percentage points to 10.25 percent. The Reserve Bank of Australia[image: External link] injected nearly $1.5 billion into the banking system, nearly three times as much as the market's estimated requirement. The Reserve Bank of India[image: External link] added almost $1.32 billion, through a refinance operation, its biggest in at least a month.[213]

On November 9, 2008, the Chinese economic stimulus program[image: External link], a RMB¥ 4 trillion ($586 billion) stimulus package, was announced by the central government of the People's Republic of China in its biggest move to stop the global financial crisis from hitting the world's second largest economy. A statement on the government's website said the State Council had approved a plan to invest 4 trillion yuan ($586 billion) in infrastructure and social welfare by the end of 2010. The stimulus package was invested in key areas such as housing, rural infrastructure, transportation, health and education, environment, industry, disaster rebuilding, income-building, tax cuts, and finance.

China's export driven economy is starting to feel the impact of the economic slowdown in the United States and Europe, and the government has already cut key interest rates three times in less than two months in a bid to spur economic expansion. On November 28, 2008, the Ministry of Finance of the People's Republic of China[image: External link] and the State Administration of Taxation[image: External link] jointly announced a rise in export tax rebate rates on some labour-intensive goods. These additional tax rebates will take place on December 1, 2008.[214]

The stimulus package was welcomed by world leaders and analysts as larger than expected and a sign that by boosting its own economy, China is helping to stabilise the global economy. News of the announcement of the stimulus package sent markets up across the world. However, Marc Faber[image: External link] claimed that he thought China was still in recession on January 16.

In Taiwan, the central bank on September 16, 2008, said it would cut its required reserve ratios for the first time in eight years. The central bank added $3.59 billion into the foreign-currency interbank market the same day. Bank of Japan pumped $29.3 billion into the financial system on September 17, 2008, and the Reserve Bank of Australia added $3.45 billion the same day.[215]

In developing and emerging economies, responses to the global crisis mainly consisted in low-rates monetary policy (Asia and the Middle East mainly) coupled with the depreciation of the currency against the dollar. There were also stimulus plans in some Asian countries, in the Middle East and in Argentina. In Asia, plans generally amounted to 1 to 3% of GDP, with the notable exception of China[image: External link], which announced a plan accounting for 16% of GDP (6% of GDP per year).
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Until September 2008, European policy measures were limited to a small number of countries (Spain and Italy). In both countries, the measures were dedicated to households (tax rebates) reform of the taxation system to support specific sectors such as housing. The European Commission proposed a €200 billion stimulus plan[image: External link] to be implemented at the European level by the countries. At the beginning of 2009, the UK and Spain completed their initial plans, while Germany announced a new plan.

On September 29, 2008, the Belgian, Luxembourg and Dutch authorities partially nationalised Fortis[image: External link]. The German government bailed out Hypo Real Estate[image: External link].

On 8 October 2008 the British Government announced a bank rescue package[image: External link] of around £500 billion[216] ($850 billion at the time). The plan comprises three parts. The first £200 billion would be made in regard to the banks in liquidity stack. The second part will consist of the state government increasing the capital market within the banks. Along with this, £50 billion will be made available if the banks needed it, finally the government will write away any eligible lending between the British banks with a limit to £250 billion.

In early December German Finance Minister Peer Steinbrück[image: External link] indicated a lack of belief in a "Great Rescue Plan" and reluctance to spend more money addressing the crisis.[217] In March 2009, The European Union Presidency confirmed that the EU was at the time strongly resisting the US pressure to increase European budget deficits.[218]

From 2010, the United Kingdom began a fiscal consolidation program to reduce debt and deficit levels while at the same time stimulating economic recovery.[219] Other European countries also began fiscal consolidation with similar aims.[220]
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 Global responses




Most political responses to the economic and financial crisis has been taken, as seen above, by individual nations. Some coordination took place at the European level, but the need to cooperate at the global level has led leaders to activate the G-20 major economies[image: External link] entity. A first summit dedicated to the crisis took place, at the Heads of state level in November 2008 (2008 G-20 Washington summit[image: External link]).

The G-20 countries[image: External link] met in a summit held on November 2008 in Washington[image: External link] to address the economic crisis. Apart from proposals on international financial regulation, they pledged to take measures to support their economy and to coordinate them, and refused any resort to protectionism.

Another G-20 summit[image: External link] was held in London on April 2009. Finance ministers and central banks leaders of the G-20 met in Horsham[image: External link], England, on March to prepare the summit, and pledged to restore global growth as soon as possible. They decided to coordinate their actions and to stimulate demand and employment. They also pledged to fight against all forms of protectionism[image: External link] and to maintain trade and foreign investments. These actions will cost $1.1tn.[221]

They also committed to maintain the supply of credit by providing more liquidity and recapitalising the banking system, and to implement rapidly the stimulus plans. As for central bankers, they pledged to maintain low-rates policies as long as necessary. Finally, the leaders decided to help emerging and developing countries, through a strengthening of the IMF.
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 IMF recommendation




The IMF stated in September 2010 that the financial crisis would not end without a major decrease in unemployment as hundreds of millions of people were unemployed worldwide. The IMF urged governments to expand social safety nets and to generate job creation even as they are under pressure to cut spending. The IMF also encouraged governments to invest in skills training for the unemployed and even governments of countries, similar to that of Greece, with major debt risk to first focus on long-term economic recovery by creating jobs.[222]
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 Raising interest rates




The Bank of Israel[image: External link] was the first to raise interest rates after the global recession began.[223] It increased rates in August 2009.[223]

On October 6, 2009, Australia[image: External link] became the first G20 country to raise its main interest rate, with the Reserve Bank of Australia[image: External link] moving rates up from 3.00% to 3.25%.[224]

The Norges Bank[image: External link] of Norway[image: External link] and the Reserve Bank of India[image: External link] raised interest rates in March 2010.[225]
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 Comparisons with the Great Depression




Main article: Comparisons between the Great Recession and the Great Depression[image: External link]


On April 17, 2009, the then head of the IMF Dominique Strauss-Kahn[image: External link] said that there was a chance that certain countries may not implement the proper policies to avoid feedback mechanisms that could eventually turn the recession into a depression. "The free-fall in the global economy may be starting to abate, with a recovery emerging in 2010, but this depends crucially on the right policies being adopted today." The IMF pointed out that unlike the Great Depression, this recession was synchronised by global integration of markets. Such synchronized recessions were explained to last longer than typical economic downturns and have slower recoveries.[226]

Olivier Blanchard[image: External link], IMF Chief Economist, stated that the percentage of workers laid off for long stints has been rising with each downturn for decades but the figures have surged this time. "Long-term unemployment is alarmingly high: in the United States, half the unemployed have been out of work for over six months, something we have not seen since the Great Depression." The IMF also stated that a link between rising inequality within Western economies and deflating demand may exist. The last time that the wealth gap reached such skewed extremes was in 1928–1929.[227]
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Economic Stimulus Act of 2008






The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 (Pub.L. 110–185[image: External link], 122  Stat.[image: External link]  613[image: External link], enacted February 13, 2008) was an Act[image: External link] of Congress[image: External link] providing for several kinds of economic[image: External link] stimuli intended to boost the United States economy[image: External link] in 2008 and to avert a recession[image: External link], or ameliorate economic conditions. The stimulus package was passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on January 29, 2008, and in a slightly different version by the U.S. Senate on February 7, 2008. The Senate version was then approved in the House the same day.[1] It was signed into law on February 13, 2008 by President Bush with the support of both Democratic and Republican lawmakers. The law provides for tax rebates[image: External link] to low- and middle-income U.S. taxpayers, tax incentives[image: External link] to stimulate[image: External link] business investment, and an increase in the limits imposed on mortgages[image: External link] eligible for purchase by government-sponsored enterprises[image: External link] (e.g., Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac). The total cost of this bill was projected at $152 billion for 2008.[2]



TOP
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 Tax rebates




Tax rebates created by the law were paid to individual U.S. taxpayers during 2008. Most taxpayers below the income limit received a rebate of at least $300 per person ($600 for married couples filing jointly). Eligible taxpayers received, along with their individual payment, $300 per dependent child under the age of 17. The payment was equal to the payer's net income tax liability, but could not exceed $600 (for a single person) or $1200 (married couple filing jointly).[3] Net liability can be found in these locations:


	Form 1040: line 57 plus line 52

	Form 1040A: line 35 plus line 32

	Form 1040EZ: line 10



Those with no net tax liability were still eligible to receive a rebate, provided they met minimum qualifying income of $3,000 per year.[4] Rebates were phased out for taxpayers with adjusted gross incomes[image: External link] greater than $75,000 ($150,000 for couples filing jointly) in 2007. For taxpayers with incomes greater than $75,000, rebates were reduced at a rate of 5% of the income above this limit. Individuals who were claimed as dependents by another taxpayer were not eligible for the rebates.[3]

The $3,000 of qualifying income included earned income (e.g., wages, self-employment income, Social Security), however Supplemental Security Income did not count as qualifying income for the stimulus payment. Also, low-income workers were required to file a return to receive the payment, even if they would not be required to file for income tax purposes.[5]

Some taxpayers who exceeded the income limits, but had qualifying children, still received a rebate. For example, a single parent whose 2007 adjusted gross income was $90,000, paid more than $600 in 2007 taxes and had two qualifying children received a rebate of $450. The IRS added together a $600 rebate for the parent and $600 for the two children to get $1,200, then subtracted the phaseout reduction of $750 ($50 for each $1,000 income above $75,000) to get $450.[6] According to the IRS, the stimulus payment did not reduce taxpayers' 2008 refunds or increase the amount owed when filing 2008 returns.[7]

The payment schedule was based on whether the taxpayer's 2007 tax return listed direct deposit information as well as the last two digits of the social security number of the tax return's main filer, with direct deposits being sent between May 2 and May 16, and paper checks being sent between May 16 and July 11.[8] On April 25, 2008, President Bush announced that the rebates would start going out on April 28, 2008 and the paper checks would be sent out starting on March 28, earlier than previously announced by the IRS.[9]

Taxpayers who used direct deposit for their refunds received the stimulus payment that same way, provided they had not:


	Taken out a refund anticipation loan[image: External link] or "rapid refund";

	Used a service such as TurboTax[image: External link] and had the transmission fees taken out of the refund amount;

	Had their refund deposited across two accounts;

	Allowed their tax preparer (such as a CPA[image: External link]) to deduct their fee from the refund amount.



If any of these scenarios applied, the payment was sent as a paper check through U.S. mail.
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As 2008 began, economic indicators suggested an increased risk of recession. Federal Reserve[image: External link] Chairman Ben Bernanke testified before Congress that quick action was needed to stimulate the economy through targeted government spending and tax incentives.[10] Congress moved rapidly to pass such legislation. The legislation was designed to stimulate spending by businesses and consumers during 2008. The hope was that the targeted individual tax rebates would boost consumer spending and that targeted tax incentives would boost business spending.

Lawmakers raised the limits on conforming mortgages eligible for government insurance and GSE purchase in response to the subprime mortgage crisis. This crisis had resulted in a widespread credit crunch[image: External link] by late 2007. The credit crunch led to a reluctance by lenders to issue so-called jumbo mortgages[image: External link] for the purchase of houses that exceeded the FHA and GSE limits. The United States housing bubble[image: External link] had pushed house prices above those limits in many areas of the country. As interest rates rose for jumbo mortgages, fewer buyers could afford them, and house prices were being forced down toward the limits for conforming mortgages. By raising those limits, lawmakers hoped to slow or halt the decline in house prices, which threatened the financial well-being of homeowners, banks and other financial entities holding jumbo mortgages.

The FHA loan limits also went up with the stimulus package on March 6. The loan limit package is called "FHA Forward."[11]
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 Impact




One study compared the spending patterns of households that received their stimulus payments early on with the spending of patterns of households who had not yet received their payments. The researchers found that the stimulus checks increased spending for the typical family by 3.5% when the rebate arrived, boosting overall nondurable consumption by 2.4% in the second quarter of 2008.[12] The study concludes that the rebate payments for U.S. households were an effective stimulus method by increasing disposable income despite the predictions of certain economic theories such as the permanent income hypothesis[image: External link].[12]

One study investigated hospital visits in the 23 weeks following the stimulus payments and found the payments raised the probability of an adult emergency department visit by an average of 1.1 percent. The study authors suggest that need for care may have been increased by additional spending on alcohol and narcotics.[13]
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Taxpayers who filed their returns jointly were not eligible for payment if any of the persons on the tax return filed with an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number[image: External link] (ITIN) instead of a social security number[image: External link].[4] For example, if a family of five had one parent with an ITIN, no money is payable to any member of the family, including US citizens with valid social security numbers.[14] The rule was added after the Federation for American Immigration Reform[image: External link] (FAIR) lobbied the Senate for the change.[15] The amendment was proposed by Senator John Ensign[image: External link] of Nevada.[16]

As a result, many legal resident aliens[image: External link] and overseas military[image: External link] families did not receive any payment. US citizens who did not receive payments included those who filed a joint tax return for 2007 and included an individual taxpayer identification number, or ITIN, on the document. In this case the entire family was ineligible for the economic stimulus rebate President Bush announced in 2008.[17] At least one million legal residents and tens of thousands of troops were affected by the law, which was designed to keep illegal immigrants from getting stimulus checks.[18]
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George W. Bush Presidential Center






This article is about the library of the 43rd President (2001–2009). For the library of the 41st President (1989–1993), see George Bush Presidential Library[image: External link].
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The George W. Bush Presidential Center, which opened on April 25, 2013,[1] is a complex that includes former President George W. Bush's presidential library[image: External link] and museum, the George W. Bush Policy Institute, and the offices of the George W. Bush Foundation. It is located on the campus of Southern Methodist University[image: External link] (SMU) in University Park[image: External link], Texas, near Dallas.[2][3]
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 Early bidders




Before George W. Bush even became President, officials at Baylor University[image: External link] in Waco, Texas[image: External link] started to work on a bid for the library. They believed that their proximity to his ranch in Crawford and their location within 100 miles (160 km) of Austin[image: External link], Dallas and the Bryan-College Station metropolitan area[image: External link] gave them a good shot at winning such a project. Not long after Bush became President, officials at Southern Methodist University[image: External link] began working on their bid for the library.

The White House refused to discuss the issue until after the President had won a second term. In the latter part of 2005, the White House asked a total of six colleges and one city to submit bids for the library. The six were Baylor[image: External link], SMU[image: External link], the University of Texas System[image: External link], Texas Tech University[image: External link], the University of Dallas[image: External link], and Midland College[image: External link]. The city of Arlington, Texas also submitted a bid. A few weeks later, Midland College announced it was merging its bid with Texas Tech to form a "West Texas Coalition" to win the library and museum. Part of the proposal was to create a Laura Bush reading center at Midland College while the main presidential library[image: External link] and museum would be housed on the Lubbock[image: External link] campus of Texas Tech.
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 Details of potential sites




Each of the groups had benefits and drawbacks to their bids. Arlington had land to offer near the stadiums for the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link] and Texas Rangers[image: External link]. It was in the middle of an area that already draws a large number of tourists every year. The lack of school involvement was a large drawback to the proposal, even though the University of Texas at Arlington[image: External link] assisted the city in making the bid.

Baylor University[image: External link] had substantial land to offer on the banks of the Brazos River[image: External link] in Waco. The downside was the fact that Baylor is not in a major metropolitan area and would probably not attract nearly as many visitors annually as the library would if it were built somewhere in the Dallas area. Many Baylor students and faculty were supportive of the bid.

The same could not be said of the UT System bid. Many on the campus opposed the school's bid for the library, with The Daily Texan[image: External link], the student newspaper of the UT system's flagship university, the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], printing an editorial against the project.[4] On the plus side, UT Austin was already home to the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum and had experience in managing such a project. The drawback was the proposal to split the library up over several UT campuses around the state. This decentralized approach was sold as a way to create a "virtual" library that would benefit far more people.

The UT system also submitted with its bid a downtown property under its ownership as well as offering the UT Dallas[image: External link] campus. The Downtown Dallas property was located close to the Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza[image: External link], which attracts a large number of tourists already and was located far away from residential areas, which would prevent complaints about congestion. It would also help rejuvenate the central Downtown area, which had been facing a flight of businesses and development towards the uptown areas. However, the idea of the UT system running the museum itself was found unfavorable. UT Dallas in Richardson[image: External link], traditionally considered an engineering school and the one of the youngest universities in the UT System, was having large developments to its campus and a growing Governmental studies and Business program whose faculty was supportive of the bid. It was also located north of Dallas near the fast developing communities of Frisco and Plano. However, the UT Dallas administration was uninterested in being in the business of running a museum and conflicts as to where the museum would be located (The UT System wanted to use land that the UT Dallas administration had set aside for the future construction of residential halls and a research building) lead to the UT System withdrawing its proposal.

Texas Tech also had a substantial amount of land to offer and a supportive faculty and student body. The drawback to Texas Tech's bid was the fact the school is located in Lubbock, again outside a major metro area.

The bid by the University of Dallas was a surprise to many. The private Catholic[image: External link] school in the Dallas suburb of Irving, Texas[image: External link] is not that well known outside of the Dallas metropolitan area. The big advantage for the University of Dallas was the fact that the school owned hundreds of acres of undeveloped land next to its campus that lies between several major highways and a future light rail station. Its plans were apparently big enough to include a proposal to use some land from the City of Dallas, a fact that led then Dallas Mayor Laura Miller[image: External link] to endorse this plan over SMU's bid.

SMU's bid was mired in mystery from the start, especially with regard to where SMU would come-up with the land to build the facility. Over the course of planning, SMU bought dozens of homes and businesses next to or near the school. SMU also acquired the University Gardens condos, only to be sued by one of the condo owners over the way the school made the acquisition. SMU insisted the land for the condos may or may not be needed for the library, yet space was still an issue. Many in University Park, an upscale enclave next to the campus, were also displeased with the prospect of thousands of people and tour buses going through their neighborhood to visit the library. Despite that, the University Park town council agreed to put up for a vote a plan to sell parkland to SMU for the library.
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 Final stages of selection




In late 2005, the White House announced that SMU, Baylor, UD and Texas Tech had been selected as finalists to make their pitch to the library committee in Washington headed by the President's long time friend and former Commerce Secretary, Donald Evans. A few weeks after the presentations had been made, the committee announced that Texas Tech had been dropped from consideration, leaving only SMU, Baylor and The University of Dallas in contention.

On December 20, 2006, a judge ruled in favor of SMU on the land dispute over the University Gardens condos. The next day, officials at Southern Methodist University[image: External link] and library selection committee members announced that the university had entered "the next phase of deliberations" towards final site selection[image: External link] for the library.[5]

On January 22, 2007, the University of Dallas[image: External link] withdrew its bid for the library due to the negotiations with SMU.[6] UD revealed the ambitious plans it had for the library and museum that included a large park, jogging trails, waterfalls, and easy access to a light-rail station.

Baylor published sections of its proposal on the university website,[7] but no new information was revealed, and Baylor announced that it would not publish the complete proposal until after the final site selection was announced.
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 Selection of SMU




On February 22, 2008, officials at Southern Methodist University[image: External link] reported that the final details of the agreement between the university and the Bush Foundation would be finalized, clearing the way for an official announcement that the George W. Bush Library would be built at SMU. The university soon officially confirmed the signed agreement.[8]

Some segments of the SMU community had voiced opposition to the project during the selection phase. In December 2006, a letter from several members of the Perkins School of Theology[image: External link] to R. Gerald Turner[image: External link], president of the Board of Trustees, criticized Bush's policies as "ethically egregious" and expressed concern that the library would serve as a "conservative think tank and policy institute that engages in legacy polishing and grooms young conservatives for public office."[9] Another group of faculty complained about the lack of consultation in the decision to house the library on campus. According to SMU officials, opposition among faculty members has not been widespread.[10]

A group of Methodists launched a petition opposing plans to build the library and museum at SMU, calling it inappropriate to link Bush's presidency to a university bearing the Methodist name.[11]

An article in The Guardian noted that a petition opposing the construction of the library gathered 12,500 signatures.[12]
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 Fundraising




The nonprofit George W. Bush Foundation in early 2009 had a goal to raise $300 million for construction and endowment of the library, according to its president Mark Langdale.[13]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Construction




The architect Robert A.M. Stern[image: External link], dean of the architecture school at Yale University, was picked to design the library.[14]

Groundbreaking took place on November 16, 2010.[5][15] In tandem with the publication of his memoir Decision Points, President Bush hosted a November 16, 2010, groundbreaking ceremony for the center.[16] At the event, Cheney commented that "this may be the only shovel-ready project in America," using a term prominently and ultimately ruefully associated with President Obama's 2009 fiscal stimulus package[image: External link].[15][17] The library foundation chose the Manhattan Construction Company[image: External link] as contractor, which had also built the George Bush Presidential Library[image: External link].

The construction of the center was projected to cost $250 million.[18] In April 2013, the building earned a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)[image: External link] Platinum green building[image: External link] certification, the highest possible.[19]
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 Completion and dedication ceremony




The completion and dedication of the facility took place on April 25, 2013. All living former U.S. presidents and the incumbent U.S. president, Barack Obama, were in attendance. The previous time that George W. Bush (then the outgoing President), Obama (then the President-elect), former President Bill Clinton, former President George H.W. Bush[image: External link] and former President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] all met took place in the White House in 2009, just days ahead of Obama's first inauguration.[20]
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 Presidential library




At 207,000 square feet (19,200 m2), it is the second-largest presidential library, behind only the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library[image: External link] in Simi Valley[image: External link], California.[13]
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 Policy Institute




Ambassador James K. Glassman[image: External link], a former State Department[image: External link] official, was selected in September 2009 to serve as founding executive director of the Center's George W. Bush Institute, which will function as an "action-oriented think tank" independent of SMU.[21]

The institute is planned "to advance four causes he adopted as his own while in office: human freedom, global health, economic growth and education reform.[citation needed[image: External link]] He has also started a women’s initiative led by his wife, Laura Bush." At the November, 2010, groundbreaking, the former president said to attendees, "The decisions of governing are on another president’s desk, and he deserves to make them without criticism from me. But staying out of current affairs and politics does not mean staying out of policy."[15] Laura Bush addressed the crowd "to promote the importance of fighting for women’s rights around the world."[17]

In 2012, it published, The 4% Solution: Unleashing the Economic Growth America Needs (Crown Business, 2012), a collection of essays by Brendan Miniter, W. Michael Cox[image: External link] and Richard Alm, Robert Lucas, Jr.[image: External link], Edward C. Prescott[image: External link], Steven Gjerstad and Vernon L. Smith[image: External link], Kevin Hassett[image: External link], David Malpass[image: External link], Myron Scholes[image: External link], Peter G. Klein[image: External link], Robert Litan, Nick Schulz, Maria Minniti, Carlos Guttierez, Steven F. Hayward[image: External link] and Kenneth P. Green[image: External link], Charles Blahous[image: External link] and Jason T. Fichtner, Eric Hanushek[image: External link], Gary Becker[image: External link], Pia M. Orrenius and Madeline Zavodny, E. Floyd Kvamme[image: External link], Amity Shlaes[image: External link], and Michael Novak[image: External link], including five Nobel Prize[image: External link] winners.[22][23] The presentation was broadcast five times on Book TV between August and December 2012. The book contains a foreword by George W. Bush. The book covers such varied topics as immigration, Social Security, tax policy, and energy policy. It suggests policies for the US gross domestic product[image: External link] to reach 4%.[24][25][26][27][28][29] When President Donald Trump proposed repeal[image: External link] of NAFTA in 2017, Matthew Rooney, the director of the economic growth initiative at the Bush Institute defended NAFTA on multiple fronts but suggested an update is needed.[30]
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The Warrior Open is a 36-hole golf tournament with members of the United States Army[image: External link]. It is sponsored by Highland Capital Management[image: External link], Sammons Enterprises[image: External link], United Service Organizations[image: External link], American Airlines[image: External link], Air Compassion for Veterans, La Quinta Inns & Suites[image: External link], Mercedes-Benz[image: External link] of Plano, Texas[image: External link], TaylorMade-Adidas[image: External link], Adidas[image: External link], Ashworth[image: External link], 7-Eleven[image: External link], Premier Transportation, the United States Golf Association[image: External link], PGA Tour[image: External link], the Texas Golf Association and the Women's Texas Golf Association. It is hosted by President Bush since 2011 (except for 2016) at the ClubCorp[image: External link]-owned Las Colinas Country Club in the Las Colinas[image: External link] suburb of Dallas in Irving[image: External link].[31][32][33]
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 Mountainbike ride




The Warrior 100K is a 100-kilometer mountainbike ride with United States military personnel seriously wounded or injured since September 11, 2001.[34] The event is hosted by President Bush since 2011. Ex-Warriors from America’s military spend three days riding mountainbike with President Bush. In 2011 and 2012 the event took place in the Paolo Duro Canynon State Park[image: External link] near Amarillo[image: External link]. Since 2013 the event takes place at Bushs ranch near Crawford.
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Decision Points






Decision Points is a memoir by former U.S. President George W. Bush.[1] It was released on November 9, 2010, and the release was accompanied by national television appearances and a national tour. The book surpassed sales of two million copies less than two months after its release,[2] breaking the record previously held by former President Bill Clinton’s memoir My Life[image: External link]. Decision Points also opened at #1 on the New York Times bestseller list[image: External link].[3]
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 Content




Bush's 481-page memoir is broken up into 14 chapters. The first two chapters are about his life before the presidency. The first chapter is about notable events in his earlier life such as his decision to quit drinking in 1986. The second chapter is about his decision to run for Governor of Texas, and then President of the United States. The remaining twelve chapters are about events during his presidency: the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks[image: External link], the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan[image: External link], aid to developing countries, the "surge" (a decision to deploy more U.S. troops to Iraq in 2007), domestic issues (including Medicare Part D[image: External link], Social Security reform[image: External link], No Child Left Behind[image: External link], and Immigration reform[image: External link]), the federal response to Hurricane Katrina, embryonic stem-cell research, and the financial crisis of 2008[image: External link]. He wrote with the research assistance of former White House Deputy Director of Speechwriting Christopher Michel.[1][4][5]

In the book, Bush described his moral dilemma over stem-cell research. He extensively consulted members of his administration about the pros and cons of the issue, learning about the benefits of stem-cell research while trying to find ways to avoid encouraging abortions. He likened his concern of the wrong application of the policy to the Aldous Huxley[image: External link] novel Brave New World[image: External link]. Bush writes that his decision to only use existing lines has been vindicated by recent successful research undertaken with non-embryonic stem cells.[6] His opposition of abortion was inspired by him seeing (and holding) a jar of his mother's miscarried fetus during his childhood.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bush also talked about the 2000 election in detail and mentioned that he thought he had lost until Karl Rove called to say that Florida was too close to call. The closeness of the election led to the 36-day legal battle over Florida and its 25 electoral votes. Bush was eventually declared the winner when the Supreme Court stopped a court ordered recount in a controversial 5-4 decision on December 18, 2000. Bush notably did not mention losing the popular vote but did make note of the controversy surrounding the election, including the presence of protesters at his 2001 inauguration.

Bush also discusses his decision to send troops to Iraq, initially and again 2007, arguing that Saddam Hussein's refusal to comply with the United Nations needed to end, as well as arguing that failure to send more troops to Iraq in 2007 could have resulted in a situation similar to the Vietnam War[image: External link]. In Afghanistan, he noted the difficulties of capturing former Al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden[image: External link]. He states that a few months before the end of his term his administration planned a strategy of sending more troops to Afghanistan and increasing drone strikes on Pakistan. He felt it was best to wait until his successor took office for the U.S. military to employ this strategy.

Bush explains how he had to have long conversations with some Republican members of Congress, during the financial crisis of 2008, who were reluctant to support the bailout[image: External link]. Bush expressed to them his anger that the government had to take such a drastic measure but reminded them that he is supporting the bailout because he felt a risk of an economic depression was not worth taking.

Bush expressed his views of the 2008 election. He stated that he was disappointed that 2008 U.S. Republican presidential candidate John McCain was reluctant to accept his endorsement and he believed that he could have helped McCain's campaign. He referenced Barack Obama several times, but positively and without criticism.

He wrote about his backward-looking last days in office,


"I reflected on everything we were facing. Over the past few weeks we had seen the failure of America's two largest mortgage entities, the bankruptcy of a major investment bank, the sale of another, the nationalization of the world's largest insurance company, and now the most drastic intervention in the free market since the presidency of Franklin Roosevelt. At the same time, Russia had invaded and occupied Georgia, Hurricane Ike had hit Texas, and America was fighting a two-front war in Iraq and Afghanistan. This was one ugly way to end the presidency."[7]
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 Advance and publicity campaign




Bush has stated that he began writing the book the day after he left office.[8] He was paid $7 million for the first 1.5 million copies.[9]

In tandem with book-publication appearances, Bush hosted a November 16 groundbreaking ceremony for the George W. Bush Presidential Center at Southern Methodist University[image: External link] in Dallas.[10] The event gathered some 2,500 guests, including hundreds of former administration officials. Former Vice President Dick Cheney said at the event, “When times have been tough or the critics have been loud, you’ve always said you had faith in history’s judgment, and history is beginning to come around." In turn, Bush said of the recently hospitalized Cheney, "He was a great vice president of the United States, and I’m proud to call him friend."[11]
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 Reactions




Reaction to the book began far in advance of its earliest release, even a sneak peek at a draft, as reported by Tim Dowling[image: External link] of The Guardian in April 2010, six months before its publication. Quotations from the draft were published without comment, except for proposed cover pictures for the book.[12]

The New York Times' Peter Baker, who was given an advance copy of the book, assessed Bush's political standing as the book release rolled out in appearances with Oprah Winfrey[image: External link], Matt Lauer[image: External link], and Candy Crowley[image: External link].

At the same time as Baker, on the Times opinion pages columnist Maureen Dowd[image: External link] focused unfavorably on repeated instances in the book of Bush feeling "blindsided" but concluded that while his "decision-making leaves something to be desired, his story-telling is good." To illustrate the last point, Dowd recounted the story in which Vladimir Putin had bragged that his black Labrador[image: External link], Koni[image: External link], was "[b]igger, stronger, and faster than Barney." Stephen Harper[image: External link] later "drolly noted [to Bush], 'You’re lucky he only showed you his dog.'"[13]

Journalist Tim Rutten wrote for the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] recommending the book, which he found "unexpectedly engrossing" and better "than many of his detractors expected." Rutten particularly highlighted Bush's expressed concerns about faulty intelligence on Saddam Hussein's pursuit of weapons of mass destruction as well as Bush's regrets about the Hurricane Katrina. Seeing a "disarming candor" combined with an "almost alarming off-handedness about the implications of what's being said", Rutten compared Bush's attitudes to the characters in Shakespeare[image: External link]'s Macbeth[image: External link].[7]

The former Chancellor of Germany[image: External link], Gerhard Schroeder[image: External link], stated, "The former American president is not telling the truth." He was referring to Bush's allegation that Schroeder had promised to support the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Schroeder responded that he had promised only that he would support action against Iraq if Iraq were found to have been involved in the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. "This connection, however, as it became clear during 2002, was false and constructed."[14]

The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] ran a negative review by journalist Mick Brown[image: External link]. Brown remarked that "Bush is no great literary stylist" and that the "writing seldom rises above the workmanlike" while some "language is distinctly odd." Brown stated that Bush comes across as "likeable", but Brown concluded that "conspicuously absent from this book is any acknowledgement, or even honest appraisal, of the larger failings of his presidency".[8]

Journalist Michael Barone[image: External link] wrote for National Review[image: External link] praising Bush for admitting to "serious errors up front". Barone cited Bush's statement that he should have stayed in Baton Rouge, Louisiana[image: External link] and deployed active-duty troops quickly in order to assist Hurricane Katrina victims as well as Bush's admission that he failed to see the "house of cards" in America's financial sector.[6]
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	Clinton Bush Haiti Fund



	Founded
	January 16, 2010



	Founder
	
Bill Clinton

George W. Bush




	Location
	


	
Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] (Clinton office)

Dallas, Texas (Bush office)









	
Area served


	Haiti[image: External link]



	Method
	Donations and grants



	Website
	www.clintonbushhaitifund.org[image: External link]




The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund was a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded on January 16, 2010, by former US Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush, to aid the victims of the 2010 Haiti earthquake. The organization was formed in response[image: External link] to the request of President Barack Obama for the former Presidents to assist in the Haitian rescue effort.[1] The fund concluded formal operations on December 31, 2012.[2]

The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund's efforts focused primarily on longer-term reconstruction, especially supporting job creation, workforce development, and the promotion of economic opportunity.[3] The fund's stated purpose was to support the restart, expansion and creation of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, to which women are often key contributors; empower people and enterprises by helping them access the formal business sector; promote job creation (particularly jobs with direct social benefit, such as in health and education); and to provide life skills and job training, especially to youth, so that Haitians can embrace economic opportunity.[4]
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 Board of directors




In March 5, 2010, a six-member board with two co-chairs, and a CEO, were announced:


	Co-chair Laura Graham, a former Clinton administration official and Chief Operating Officer for the Clinton Foundation.

	Co-chair Joshua Bolten, former White House Chief of Staff to President Bush and currently a visiting professor at Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School[image: External link].

	
Bruce Lindsey[image: External link], a former Clinton administration official and currently Chief Executive Officer of the Clinton Foundation.

	
Bill Frist[image: External link], former US Senate Majority Leader (R-TN) and currently teaching, business and non-profit activities.

	
Henrietta Fore[image: External link], former Administrator of the US Agency for International Development under President Bush and currently chairman and CEO of Holsman International, an investment and management company.

	
Alexis Herman[image: External link], former Secretary of Labor during President Clinton’s administration and currently chief executive officer of New Ventures, LLC.



Gary Edson[image: External link], who served as Deputy National Security Adviser in President Bush’s administration, served as the Chief Executive Officer of the CBHF.[5]
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 Donations and grants




The Clinton Bush Haiti fund raised $54.4 million from more than 2,000,000 individuals, businesses, and organizations. It dispersed funds to more than 50 organizations through grants, loans, and equity investments. As of December 2012, the Fund estimated that its programs sustained or created 7,350 jobs, trained 20,050 individuals, and had an additional positive impact on the conditions of more than 311,000 Haitians.[6]

Key focus areas for funding included providing small and growing businesses with access to financing, business services, and entrepreneurship training (36%); facilitating job training and workforce development (31%); responding to critical, unmet needs (23%); and supporting the recovery and expansion of microfinance institutions, many of whose beneficiaries are women (10%).[7]

After the Fund ceased formal operations on December 31, 2012, the Multilateral Investment Fund[image: External link], a member of the Inter-American Development Bank Group, took over management of programs which had not yet been fully completed and began receiving funds from remaining loans. They are charged with reinvesting loan repayments into programs consistent with the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund's mission of promoting economic opportunity in Haiti.[8]
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41: A Portrait of My Father






41: A Portrait of My Father is a 2014 book written by George W. Bush for his father George H. W. Bush. The book was released on November 11, 2014. The book was reviewed in The New York Times,[1] the Financial Times[image: External link],[2] The Wall Street Journal,[3] The Times[image: External link],[4] The Washington Post,[5] etc.
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Harvard Business School






Harvard Business School (HBS) is the graduate[image: External link] business school[image: External link] of Harvard University in Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts, United States. The school offers a large full-time MBA[image: External link] program, doctoral programs, HBX[image: External link] and many executive education programs.

It owns Harvard Business Publishing[image: External link], which publishes business books, leadership articles, online management tools for corporate learning, case studies[image: External link], and the monthly Harvard Business Review[image: External link].
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 History




The school started in 1908.[2] Initially established by the humanities faculty, it received independent status in 1910, and became a separate administrative unit in 1913. The first dean was historian Edwin Francis Gay[image: External link] (1867–1946).[3]

Yogev (2001) explains the original concept:


	This school of business and public administration was originally conceived as a school for diplomacy and government service on the model of the French Ecole des Sciences Politiques. The goal was an institution of higher learning that would offer a master of arts degree in the humanities field, with a major in business. In discussions about the curriculum, the suggestion was made to concentrate on specific business topics such as banking, railroads, and so on... Professor Lowell said the school would train qualified public administrators whom the government would have no choice but to employ, thereby building a better public administration... Harvard was blazing a new trail by educating young people for a career in business, just as its medical school trained doctors and its law faculty trained lawyers.[4]




From the start the school enjoyed a close relationship with the corporate world. Within a few years of its founding many business leaders were its alumni and were hiring other alumni for starting positions in their firms.[5][6][7]

At its founding, the school accepted only male students. The Training Course in Personnel Administration[image: External link], founded at Radcliffe College[image: External link] in 1937, was the beginning of business training for women at Harvard. HBS took over administration of that program from Radcliffe in 1954. In 1959, alumnae of the one-year program (by then known as the Harvard-Radcliffe Program in Business Administration) were permitted to apply to join the HBS MBA program as second-years. In December 1962, the faculty voted to allow women to enter the MBA program directly. The first women to apply directly to the MBA program matriculated in September 1963.[8]
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 International Research Centers




HBS established nine global research centers and four regional offices[9] and functions through offices in Asia Pacific (Hong Kong, Shanghai, Singapore), California, Europe (Paris), South Asia (India),[10] Middle East and North Africa (Dubai, Istanbul, Tel Aviv), Japan and Latin America (Buenos Aires, Mexico City, São Paulo).
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 MBA program
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 Rankings




In 2017, HBS was tied for 1st by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] .[20] No. 1 in the U.S. by Bloomberg Businessweek[image: External link],[21] and 4th in the world by the Financial Times[image: External link].[22]

The school belongs to the M7[23] group of elite MBA programs which recognize each other as peers, consisting of Chicago Booth[image: External link], Columbia[image: External link], Harvard, Kellogg[image: External link], MIT Sloan[image: External link], Stanford[image: External link], and Wharton[image: External link].[24][25]
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 Student life




Students can join one or more of the more than 80 clubs on campus. The Student Association (SA) is the main interface between the MBA student body and the faculty/administration.
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 SVMP




The Summer Venture in Management Program (SVMP) is a one-week management training program for rising college seniors designed to increase diversity and opportunity in business education. Participants must be employed in a summer internship and be nominated by and have sponsorship from their company or organization to attend.[26]
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 HBX




HBX, is an online learning initiative announced by the Harvard Business School in March 2014 to host online university-level courses. Initial programs are the Credential of Readiness (CORe) and Disruptive Strategy with Clayton Christensen[image: External link]. Leading with Finance was added to the catalog in August 2016. HBX also created HBX Live, a virtual classroom based at WGBH in Boston. Duration of HBX Core course takes from 12 to 18 weeks.[needs update[image: External link]][27]
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 Academic units




The school's faculty are divided into ten academic units: Accounting and Management; Business, Government and the International Economy; Entrepreneurial Management; Finance; General Management; Marketing; Negotiation, Organizations & Markets; Organizational Behavior; Strategy; and Technology and Operations Management, business, etc.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Donor programs




In the fall of 2010, HBS Tata related companies[image: External link] and charities donated $50 million for the construction of an executive center.[28]

The executive center have been named as Tata Hall, after Ratan Tata[image: External link] (AMP '75), the chairman of Tata Sons[image: External link].[29] The total construction costs have been estimated at $100 million.[30] The Tata Hall is located in the northeast corner of the HBS campus, the facility is devoted to the Harvard Business School's mid-career Executive Education program. It is seven stories tall with about 150,000 gross square feet. It houses approximately 180 bedrooms in addition to academic and multi-purpose spaces.[31]

Kresge Way now is located by the base of the former Kresge Hall, named for Sebastian S. Kresge[image: External link].[32] In 2014, Kresge Hall was replaced by a new hall funded by a US$30 million donation by the family of the late Ruth Mulan Chu Chao[image: External link], whose four daughters all attended Harvard Business School.[33] The Executive Education quad currently includes McArthur, Baker, and Mellon Halls (residence), McCollum and Hawes (classroom), Chao Center, and Glass (administration).[34]
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 Notable alumni






	
A. G. Lafley[image: External link], '77 – Chairman of the Board of Procter & Gamble[image: External link]


	
A. Sivathanu Pillai[image: External link], '91 – Honorary Distinguished Professor of ISRO[image: External link].

	
Abigail Johnson[image: External link], '88 – President of Fidelity Investments[image: External link] Personal and Workplace Investing[2]


	
Alex Behring[image: External link], co-founder and managing partner at 3G Capital[image: External link][35]


	
Allan Gray[image: External link] – Founder of Allan Gray Investment Management[image: External link] and philanthropist

	
Ana Patricia Botín[image: External link] – CEO of Santander UK

	
Andy Hill[image: External link], Republican, Washington State Senator from the 45th district

	
Ann S. Moore[image: External link], '78 – CEO of Time Inc.[image: External link][2]


	
Anne Dias-Griffin[image: External link], '97 – Hedge Fund Manager of Aragon Global Management

	
Anthony Leung[image: External link], '82 – Financial Secretary of Hong Kong[image: External link]


	
Ashish Nanda[image: External link], − Director of Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad[image: External link], India

	
Barbara Hackman Franklin[image: External link] '64 – 29th US Secretary of Commerce[image: External link], President and CEO of Barbara Franklin Enterprises

	
Betty Jane Diener[image: External link], MBA '64, DBA '74 – Virginia Secretary of Commerce (1982–1986)[36]


	
Bruce Rauner[image: External link], '81 – Incumbent Governor of Illinois[image: External link]


	
Charles Bunch[image: External link], '79 – CEO of PPG Industries[image: External link]


	
Chase Carey[image: External link], '80 – President of News Corporation[image: External link][2]


	
Christine M. Day[image: External link] – Canadian business executive, former CEO of Lululemon[image: External link]


	
Christopher McCormick[image: External link] – President and Chief Executive Officer of L.L. Bean[image: External link]


	
Christopher Michel[image: External link], '98 – Founder & former CEO of Military.com[image: External link] and Founder & former CEO Affinity Labs[image: External link]


	
Colin Drummond[image: External link] – CEO of Viridor[image: External link] and joint CEO of Pennon Group[image: External link]


	
Cynthia Carroll[image: External link], '89 – former CEO of Anglo American PLC[image: External link]


	
Dan Bricklin[image: External link], '79 – Inventor of the electronic spreadsheet[image: External link]


	
Daniel A. D'Aniello[image: External link], '74 – Co-founder of The Carlyle Group[image: External link]


	
Daniel Vasella[image: External link], '89 – President of Novartis AG[image: External link]


	
Darren Huston[image: External link], CEO of Priceline[image: External link][37]


	
David Nelms[image: External link], '87 – CEO of Discover Financial Services[image: External link]


	
David Viniar[image: External link], '80 – CFO and Executive Vice President of Goldman Sachs[image: External link]


	
Diana Farrell[image: External link] '91- President and CEO, JPMorgan Chase Institute

	
Dipali Goenka[image: External link] – Director, Welspun Retail Ltd[image: External link]


	
Donald J. Carty[image: External link], '71 – Chairman and CEO of American Airlines[image: External link]


	
Donna Dubinsky[image: External link], '81 – CEO of Palm, Inc.[image: External link]


	
E. Roe Stamps[image: External link] '74 – founding partner of the private equity firm[image: External link] Summit Partners[image: External link].

	
Elaine Chao, '79 – U.S. Secretary of Transportation, Former U.S. Secretary of Labor

	
Elisabeth DeMarse[image: External link], '80 – CEO of Newser[image: External link]


	
Erik Engstrom[image: External link] – CEO of Reed Elsevier[image: External link]


	
Fred Hassan[image: External link], '72 – CEO of Schering-Plough[image: External link]


	
Fritz Henderson[image: External link] – former President and Chief Executive Officer of General Motors[image: External link]


	
Gabi Ashkenazi[image: External link] – Chief of the General Staff[image: External link], Israel Defense Forces

	
Gary Rodkin[image: External link] – CEO and President of ConAgra Foods[image: External link]


	
George Kaiser[image: External link] – Chairman of BOK Financial Corporation[2]


	
George Schussel[image: External link] – Founder and former chairman of Digital Consulting Institute, founder of Jellicle Investors, Inc.

	
George W. Bush, '75 – 43rd President of the United States, former Governor of Texas[2]


	
Gerald L. Storch[image: External link] – Chairman and CEO of Toys "R" Us[image: External link], Inc.

	
Gerald Tremblay[image: External link], '72 – Mayor of Montreal[image: External link], former Quebec's Minister of Industry, Commerce, Science and Technology

	
Grover Norquist[image: External link], '81 – president of Americans for Tax Reform[image: External link]


	
Gunnar Sønsteby[image: External link], '47 – Norwegian World War II resistance fighter, the most highly decorated person of Norway

	
Guy Berruyer[image: External link] – French CEO of Sage Group[image: External link]


	
Guy Spier[image: External link] - Author and Investor

	
Henry Paulson, '70 – former U.S. Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link], former CEO of Goldman Sachs[image: External link][2]


	
Howard E. Haugerud[image: External link], American Diplomat

	
Howard Zuker[image: External link] a/k/a Zack Norman[image: External link], '05 (OPM 34), financier, producer, actor

	
James Dinan[image: External link] – founder of hedge fund York Capital Management

	
Jamie Dimon[image: External link], '82 – CEO and Chairman of JPMorgan Chase[image: External link][2]


	
Jane Fraser[image: External link] '94 – CEO Citigroup[image: External link] Latin America

	
Jayant Sinha[image: External link] '92 – Union Minister of State for Finance, India [38]


	
Jeffrey Immelt[image: External link], '82 – Chairman and CEO of General Electric[image: External link][2]


	
Jeffrey Skilling[image: External link], '79 – Former CEO of Enron[image: External link], convicted of securities fraud[image: External link] and insider trading[image: External link]


	
Jennifer Hyman[image: External link] – Entrepreneur[39]


	
Jim Balsillie[image: External link], '89 – Co-CEO of Research In Motion[image: External link] and billionaire

	
Jim Koch[image: External link], '78 – Co-founder and chairman of the Boston Beer Company[image: External link][2]


	
John B. Hess[image: External link], '77 – CEO of Hess Corporation[image: External link]


	
John C. Whitehead[image: External link] '47 – former Co-Chairman of Goldman Sachs

	
John D'Agostino[image: External link] '02 – MD of Alkeon Capital and subject of best-selling book Rigged: The True Story of a Wall Street Novice who Changed the World of Oil Forever[image: External link]


	
John Paulson[image: External link] – president of Paulson & Co.[image: External link], a New York-based hedge fund[image: External link][2]


	
John Thain[image: External link], '79 – former CEO of Merrill Lynch[image: External link]


	
Joseph R. Perella[image: External link], '72 – Founder, CEO of Wasserstein Perella & Co.[image: External link] and Perella Weinberg Partners[image: External link]


	
Julie Bishop[image: External link], '96 – Australian Deputy Prime Minister

	
Karen Mills[image: External link], '77 – 23rd Administrator of the Small Business Administration[image: External link]


	
Ken Hakuta[image: External link] - Entrepreneur and inventor

	
Larry Kramer[image: External link], '74 – Founder and CEO of Marketwatch[image: External link], President & Publisher USA Today


	
Lawrence Marcus[image: External link], World War II veteran and VP at Neiman Marcus[image: External link]


	
Len Blavatnik[image: External link] '89 – Ukrainian-American businessman

	
Mark Albion[image: External link] '82 – Author, Social Entrepreneur, Co-Founder of Net Impact[image: External link]


	
Mark Fields[image: External link] '89 – President and CEO of Ford Motor Company

	
Mark Pears[image: External link] – CEO of William Pears Group[40]


	
Mark Pincus[image: External link] – CEO of Zynga[image: External link][2]


	
Mary Callahan Erdoes[image: External link], '93 – CEO of J.P. Morgan Asset Management[image: External link]


	
Meg Whitman[image: External link], '79 – President and CEO of Hewlett-Packard[image: External link][2]


	
Melvin Gordon[image: External link], MBA '43 – CEO of Tootsie Roll Industries[image: External link] (1962–2015)[41]


	
Melvin T. Tukman[image: External link], '66 – co-founder and president of Tukman Grossman Capital Management.[42][43]


	
Michael Bloomberg[image: External link], '66 – Mayor of New York City[image: External link][2]


	
Michael Lynton[image: External link], '87 – Chairman and CEO of Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link][2]


	
Michael Mullen[image: External link] – Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link], United States armed forces[image: External link]


	
Mitt Romney, '75 – 70th Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link], co-founder of Bain Capital[image: External link], 2012 Presidential candidate of the Republican Party[image: External link].[2]


	
Morten Friis[image: External link] '79 – Chief Risk Officer of Royal Bank of Canada[image: External link]


	
Muhammad bin Ibrahim[image: External link] '10 – 8th Governor of Central Bank of Malaysia[image: External link]


	
Naina Lal Kidwai[image: External link], '82 – Group General Manager and Country Head HSBC India

	
Neil Pasricha[image: External link], '07 – author and speaker

	
Nicholas Ferguson[image: External link] – Chairman of BskyB[image: External link]


	
P Chidambaram[image: External link], '68 – Former Union Minister of Finance[image: External link], India

	
Philip Caldwell[image: External link], '42 – Chairman and CEO of the Ford Motor Company[image: External link][2]


	
Prince Maximilian of Liechtenstein[image: External link], '98 – President and CEO of LGT Group[image: External link]


	
Rahul Bajaj[image: External link], '62 – CEO of Bajaj Auto[image: External link]


	
Rajat Gupta[image: External link], '73 – Former MD, McKinsey & Company[image: External link] and convicted of insider trading in the Galleon Group case[image: External link]


	
Rajiv Ghatalia[image: External link] '93 – Indian-American businessman

	
Randy Haykin[image: External link], '88 – Founder of The Intersection Event and The Gratitude Network

	
Ratan Tata[image: External link], '75 – Chairman and CEO Tata Sons[image: External link]


	
Ray Dalio[image: External link] '73 – founded Bridgewater Associates[image: External link][2]


	
Raymond W. Baker[image: External link], '60 – Director of Global Financial Integrity


	
Richard Urman[image: External link], '09 – Physician, author

	
Rick Wagoner[image: External link], '77 – Former CEO of General Motors[image: External link]


	
Robert B. Stobaugh[image: External link] – Harvard Business School emeritus professor of Business Administration

	
Robert Kraft[image: External link], '65 – Chairman and CEO of The Kraft Group[image: External link], owner of the New England Patriots[image: External link] and New England Revolution[image: External link][2]


	
Robert McNamara[image: External link] – former Secretary of Defense[image: External link] and former President of the World Bank[image: External link][2]


	
Rodney A. Hawes, Jr.[image: External link], '69 – CEO of LifeRe, Benefactor of the Hawes Hall classroom building

	
Ron Johnson[image: External link] – former CEO of J. C. Penney[image: External link]


	
Salman Khan (educator)[image: External link], '03 – Founder of Khan Academy[image: External link]


	
Saurabh Gadgil[image: External link] - Chairman, President and Chief Executive Office of PNG Jewellers.

	
Sheldon Erikson[image: External link], '70 – Chairman of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer of Cameron International Corporation[image: External link]


	
Sherry Coutu[image: External link] - Former CEO and Angel Investor

	
Sheryl Sandberg[image: External link], '95 – COO of Facebook[image: External link][2]


	
Shikhar Ghosh[image: External link], '80 – Serial entrepreneur, MBA Class of 1961 Senior Lecturer at Harvard Business School

	
Stephen A. Schwarzman[image: External link], '72 – Founder of Blackstone Group[image: External link][2]


	
Stephen Covey[image: External link], '57 – Self-help Author[2]


	
Steve Bannon[image: External link] - Senior White House advisor and former Executive Chairman of Breitbart News Network

	
Steven Kandarian[image: External link] - CEO of Metlife Grp

	
Stuart A. Miller[image: External link], '79 – President of Lennar Corporation[image: External link]


	
Tad Smith[image: External link] – CEO, Sotheby's[image: External link][44]


	
Tarek Ben Halim[image: External link], Investment Banker and founder of Alfanar[image: External link], a venture philanthropy[image: External link] organization

	
Teresa Clarke[image: External link], former managing director Goldman Sachs[image: External link] 2004–2010 CEO and founder Africa.com[image: External link]


	
Theodor Sproll[image: External link], '05 – Rector of the Baden-Wuerttemberg Cooperative State University Loerrach[image: External link]


	
Timothy I. Ahern[image: External link] – U.S. Air Force[image: External link] Major General

	
Tom McGrath[image: External link] – Chairman of Broadway Across America[image: External link], prominent Broadway and Film Producer

	
Trevor Fetter[image: External link] '86 – CEO of Tenet Healthcare[image: External link]


	
Vicente Fox, '74 – 55th President of Mexico[image: External link]


	
Vittorio Colao[image: External link], current Chief Executive of Vodafone Group[image: External link]


	
W. James McNerney, Jr.[image: External link], '75 – CEO of Boeing[image: External link]


	
Walter A. Haas Jr.[image: External link], '39 – CEO of Levi Strauss & Co.[image: External link][2]


	
Whitney Tilson[image: External link] '94 – Managing Partner of T2 Partners

	
Wilbur Ross[image: External link] - Secretary of Commerce[image: External link] (2017-incumbent) under the Trump Administration[image: External link]


	
William Ackman[image: External link] '92 – Hedge Fund Manager[2]


	
William Legge, 10th Earl of Dartmouth[image: External link], UKIP[image: External link] Member of the European Parliament

	
William MacDonald[image: External link], '42 – Christian preacher and writer in the Plymouth Brethren[image: External link] movement

	
Y C Deveshwar[image: External link] – Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of ITC Limited[image: External link]


	
Yoshito Hori[image: External link], '91 – Founder, Globis University Graduate School of Management[image: External link]


	
Zeeshan Zaidi[image: External link], 00 – President and Co-Founder of Host Committee, Lead singer and guitarist for The Commuters[image: External link]


	
Zoe Cruz[image: External link], '82 – former Co-President of Morgan Stanley[image: External link]
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	Economics[image: External link]

	Glossary of economics[image: External link]
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The United States House of Representatives is the lower chamber[image: External link] of the United States Congress[image: External link] which, along with the Senate, composes the legislature[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link].

The composition and powers of the House are established by Article One of the United States Constitution[image: External link]. The House is composed of representatives who sit in congressional districts[image: External link] which are allocated to each of the 50 states on a basis of population as measured by the U.S. Census, with each district entitled one representative. Since its inception in 1789, all representatives are elected popularly. The total number of voting representatives[image: External link] is fixed by law[image: External link] at 435.[1] As of the 2010 Census[image: External link], the largest delegation is that of California[image: External link], with fifty-three representatives; seven states have the smallest delegation possible, a single representative: Alaska, Delaware, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming.[2]

The House is charged with the passage of federal legislation[image: External link], known as bills[image: External link], which, after concurrence by the Senate, are sent to the President for consideration. In addition to this basic power, the House has certain exclusive powers which include the power to initiate all bills related to revenue, the impeachment[image: External link] of federal officers, who are sent to trial in the Senate, and in cases wherein no candidate receives a majority of electors[image: External link] for President, the duty falls upon the House to elect one of the top three recipients of electors for that office, with one vote given to each state for that purpose.[3][4]

The presiding officer is the Speaker of the House, who is elected by the members thereof and is therefore traditionally the leader of the controlling party. He or she and other floor leaders[image: External link] are chosen by the Democratic Caucus[image: External link] or the Republican Conference, depending on whichever party[image: External link] has more voting members. The House meets in the south wing of the United States Capitol[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]


Under the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], the Congress of the Confederation[image: External link] was a unicameral[image: External link] body in which each state was equally represented, and in which each state had a veto over most action. After eight years of a more limited confederal[image: External link] government under the Articles, numerous political leaders, such as James Madison and Alexander Hamilton[image: External link], initiated the Constitutional Convention[image: External link] in 1787, which received the Confederation Congress's sanction to "amend the Articles of Confederation". All states except Rhode Island[image: External link] agreed to send delegates.

The issue of how to structure Congress was one of the most divisive among the founders[image: External link] during the Convention. Edmund Randolph[image: External link]'s Virginia Plan[image: External link] called for a bicameral[image: External link] Congress: the lower house would be "of the people", elected directly by the people of the United States and representing public opinion[image: External link], and a more deliberative upper house that would represent the individual states, and would be less susceptible to variations of mass sentiment, would be elected by the lower house.[5]

The House is referred to as the lower house[image: External link], with the Senate being the upper house[image: External link], although the United States Constitution does not use that terminology. Both houses' approval is necessary for the passage of legislation[image: External link]. The Virginia Plan drew the support of delegates from large states such as Virginia[image: External link], Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania[image: External link], as it called for representation based on population. The smaller states, however, favored the New Jersey Plan[image: External link], which called for a unicameral Congress with equal representation for the states.[5]

Eventually, the Convention reached the Connecticut Compromise[image: External link], or the Great Compromise, under which one house of Congress (the House of Representatives) would provide representation proportional to each state's population, whereas the other (the Senate) would provide equal representation amongst the states.[5] The Constitution was ratified by the requisite number of states (nine out of the 13) in 1788, but its implementation was set for March 4, 1789. The House began work on April 1, 1789, when it achieved a quorum[image: External link] for the first time.

During the first half of the 19th century, the House was frequently in conflict with the Senate over regionally divisive issues, including slavery[image: External link]. The North[image: External link] was much more populous than the South[image: External link], and therefore dominated the House of Representatives. However, the North held no such advantage in the Senate, where the equal representation of states prevailed.

Regional conflict was most pronounced over the issue of slavery. One example of a provision repeatedly supported by the House but blocked by the Senate was the Wilmot Proviso[image: External link], which sought to ban slavery in the land gained during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. Conflict over slavery and other issues persisted until the Civil War[image: External link] (1861–1865), which began soon after several southern states attempted to secede[image: External link] from the Union. The war culminated in the South's defeat and in the abolition of slavery. Because all southern senators except Andrew Johnson resigned their seats at the beginning of the war, the Senate did not have the balance of power between North and South during the war.

The years of Reconstruction[image: External link] that followed witnessed large majorities for the Republican Party, which many Americans associated with the Union's victory in the Civil War and the ending of slavery. The Reconstruction period ended in about 1877; the ensuing era, known as the Gilded Age[image: External link], was marked by sharp political divisions in the electorate. The Democratic[image: External link] and the Republican Party held majorities in the House at various times.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries also saw a dramatic increase in the power of the Speaker of the House. The rise of the Speaker's influence began in the 1890s, during tenure of Republican Thomas Brackett Reed[image: External link]. " Czar[image: External link] Reed", as he was nicknamed, attempted to put into effect his view that "The best system is to have one party govern and the other party watch." The leadership structure of the House also developed during approximately the same period, with the positions of Majority Leader[image: External link] and Minority Leader[image: External link] being created in 1899. While the Minority Leader was the head of the minority party, the Majority Leader remained subordinate to the Speaker. The Speakership reached its zenith during the term of Republican Joseph Gurney Cannon[image: External link], 1903 to 1911. The powers of the Speaker included chairmanship of the influential Rules Committee[image: External link] and the ability to appoint members of other House committees. These powers, however, were curtailed in the "Revolution of 1910" because of the efforts of Democrats and dissatisfied Republicans who opposed Cannon's arguably heavy-handed tactics.

The Democratic Party dominated the House of Representatives during the administration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945), often winning over two-thirds of the seats. Both Democrats and Republicans were in power at various times during the next decade. The Democratic Party maintained control of the House from 1955 until 1995. In the mid-1970s, there were major reforms of the House, strengthening the power of sub-committees at the expense of committee chairs and allowing party leaders to nominate committee chairs. These actions were taken to undermine the seniority system, and to reduce the ability of a small number of senior members to obstruct legislation they did not favor. There was also a shift from the 1990s to greater control of the legislative program by the majority party; the power of party leaders (especially the Speaker) grew considerably.

The Republicans took control of the House[image: External link] in 1995, under the leadership of Speaker Newt Gingrich. Gingrich attempted to pass a major legislative program, the Contract with America[image: External link], on which the House Republicans had been elected, and made major reforms of the House, notably reducing the tenure of committee chairs to three two-year terms. Many elements of the Contract did not pass Congress, were vetoed by President Bill Clinton, or were substantially altered in negotiations with Clinton. The Republicans held on to the House until 2006, when the Democrats won control and Nancy Pelosi was subsequently elected by the House as the first female Speaker. The Republicans retook the House in 2011, with the largest shift of power since the 1930s.[7]
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 Apportionment




Main article: United States congressional apportionment[image: External link]


Under Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution[image: External link], seats in the House of Representatives are apportioned[image: External link] among the states by population, as determined by the census conducted every ten years. Each state, however, is entitled to at least one Representative.

The only constitutional rule relating to the size of the House[image: External link] states: "The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative."[8] Congress regularly increased the size of the House to account for population growth until it fixed the number of voting House members at 435 in 1911.[1] The number was temporarily increased to 437 in 1959 upon the admission of Alaska[image: External link] and Hawaii[image: External link] (seating one representative from each of those states without changing existing apportionment), and returned to 435 four years later, after the reapportionment consequent to the 1960 census[image: External link].

The Constitution does not provide for the representation of the District of Columbia[image: External link] or of territories[image: External link]. The District of Columbia[image: External link] and the territories of Puerto Rico[image: External link], American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], and the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] are each represented by one non-voting delegate[image: External link]. Puerto Rico elects a Resident Commissioner[image: External link], but other than having a four-year term, the Resident Commissioner's role is identical to the delegates from the other territories. The five Delegates and Resident Commissioner may participate in debates; prior to 2011,[9] they were also allowed to vote in committees and the Committee of the Whole[image: External link] when their votes would not be decisive.[10]
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 Redistricting




Main article: Redistricting[image: External link]


States that are entitled to more than one Representative are divided into single-member[image: External link] districts[image: External link]. This has been a federal statutory requirement since 1967.[11] Prior to that law, general ticket[image: External link] representation was used by some states.

States typically redraw district boundaries[image: External link] after each census, though they may do so at other times, such as the 2003 Texas redistricting[image: External link]. Each state determines its own district boundaries, either through legislation or through non-partisan panels. " Malapportionment[image: External link]" is unconstitutional and districts must be approximately equal in population (see Wesberry v. Sanders[image: External link]). Additionally, Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965[image: External link] prohibits redistricting plans that are intended to, or have the effect of, discriminating against racial or language minority voters.[12] Aside from malapportionment and discrimination against racial or language minorities, federal courts have allowed state legislatures to engage in gerrymandering[image: External link] for the benefit of political parties or incumbents.[13][14] In a 1984 case, Davis v. Bandemer[image: External link], the Supreme Court held that gerrymandered districts could be struck down on the basis of the Equal Protection Clause, but the Court did not articulate a standard for when districts are impermissibly gerrymandered. However, the court overruled Davis in 2004 in Vieth v. Jubelirer[image: External link], and Court precedent currently holds gerrymandering to be a political question[image: External link]. According to calculations made by Burt Neuborne[image: External link] using criteria set forth by the American Political Science Association[image: External link], about 40 seats, less than 10% of the House membership, are chosen through a genuinely contested electoral process, given bipartisan gerrymandering.[15][16]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Qualifications




Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution sets three qualifications for representatives. Each representative must: (1) be at least twenty-five years old; (2) have been a citizen[image: External link] of the United States for the past seven years; and (3) be (at the time of the election) an inhabitant of the state they represent. Members are not required to live in the district they represent, but they traditionally do.[17] The age and citizenship qualifications for representatives are less than those for senators. The constitutional requirements of Article I, Section 2 for election to Congress are the maximum requirements that can be imposed on a candidate.[18] Therefore, Article I, Section 5, which permits each House to be the judge of the qualifications of its own members does not permit either House to establish additional qualifications. Likewise a State could not establish additional qualifications.

Disqualification: under the Fourteenth Amendment, a federal or state officer who takes the requisite oath to support the Constitution, but later engages in rebellion or aids the enemies of the United States, is disqualified from becoming a representative. This post–Civil War provision was intended to prevent those who sided with the Confederacy[image: External link] from serving. However, disqualified individuals may serve if they gain the consent of two-thirds of both houses of Congress.
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 Elections




Elections for representatives are held in every even-numbered year, on Election Day[image: External link] the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. By law, Representatives must be elected from single-member districts[image: External link]. After a census is taken (in a year ending in 0), the year ending in 2 is the first year in which elections for U.S. House districts are based on that census (with the Congress based on those districts starting its term on the following Jan. 3).

In most states, major party candidates for each district are nominated in partisan primary elections[image: External link], typically held in spring to late summer. In some states, the Republican and Democratic parties choose their respective candidates for each district in their political conventions[image: External link] in spring or early summer, which often use unanimous voice votes to reflect either confidence in the incumbent or the result of bargaining in earlier private discussions. Exceptions can result in so-called floor fight—convention votes by delegates, with outcomes that can be hard to predict. Especially if a convention is closely divided, a losing candidate may contend further by meeting the conditions for a primary election.

The courts generally do not consider ballot access[image: External link] rules for independent and third party[image: External link] candidates to be additional qualifications for holding office and there are no federal regulations regarding ballot access. As a result, the process to gain ballot access varies greatly from state to state, and, in the case of a third party[image: External link] may be affected by results of previous years' elections.

In 1967, the United States Congress passed the Uniform Congressional District Act, which requires almost all representatives be elected from single-member-districts,[19][20] Following the Wesberry v. Sanders[image: External link] decision, Congress was motivated by fears that courts would impose at-large plurality districts[image: External link] on states that did not redistrict to comply with the new mandates for districts roughly equal in population, and Congress also sought to prevent attempts by southern states to use such voting systems to dilute the vote of racial minorities.[21] Several states have used multi-member districts in the past, although only two states (Hawaii and Maine) used multi-member districts in 1967.[20] Hawaii and Maine were made exempt from the Uniform Congressional District Act, and are free to use multi-member districts, although neither state chooses to do so.[20]

Louisiana[image: External link] is unique in that it holds an all-party "primary election" on the general Election Day with a subsequent runoff election[image: External link] between the top two finishers (regardless of party) if no candidate received a majority in the primary. The states of Washington[image: External link] and California now use a similar (though not identical) system to that used by Louisiana. Seats vacated during a term are filled through special elections, unless the vacancy occurs closer to the next general election date than a pre-established deadline. The term of a member chosen in a special election usually begins the next day, or as soon as the results are certified.
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 Non-voting delegates




Additionally, Washington D.C.[image: External link] and the five inhabited U.S. territories[image: External link] each elect a non-voting delegate[image: External link]. With the exception of the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico[image: External link], each representative and delegate serves for a two-year term. They have a voice on the floor, but cannot vote there.
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 Terms




Representatives and Delegates serve for two-year terms, while the Resident Commissioner[image: External link] serves for four years. The Constitution permits the House to expel a member with a two-thirds vote. In the history of the United States, only five members have been expelled from the House; in 1861, three were removed for supporting the Confederate states' secession: John Bullock Clark[image: External link] (D-MO), John William Reid[image: External link] (D-MO), and Henry Cornelius Burnett[image: External link] (D-KY). Michael Myers[image: External link] (D-PA) was expelled after his criminal conviction for accepting bribes in 1980, and James Traficant[image: External link] (D-OH) was expelled in 2002 following his conviction for corruption.[22] The House also has the power to formally censure[image: External link] or reprimand its members; censure or reprimand of a member requires only a simple majority, and does not remove that member from office.
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 Comparison to the Senate




As a check on the regional, popular, and rapidly changing politics of the House, the Senate has several distinct powers. For example, the "advice and consent[image: External link]" powers (such as the power to approve treaties[image: External link]) are a sole Senate privilege.[23] The House, however, has the exclusive power to initiate bills for raising revenue, to impeach officials, and to choose the President in the event that a presidential candidate fails to get a majority of the Electoral College votes.[24] The Senate and House are further differentiated by term lengths and the number of districts represented: the Senate has longer terms of six years, fewer members (currently one hundred, two for each state), and (in all but seven delegations) larger constituencies per member. The Senate is informally referred to as the "upper" house, and the House of Representatives as the "lower" house.
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 Salary and benefits
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 Salaries




As of December 2014, the annual salary of each Representative is $[image: External link]174,000.[25][26] The Speaker of the House and the Majority[image: External link] and Minority Leaders[image: External link] earn more: $223,500 for the Speaker and $193,400 for their party leaders (the same as Senate leaders).[26] A cost-of-living-adjustment[image: External link] (COLA) increase takes effect annually unless Congress votes to not accept it. Congress sets members' salaries; however, the Twenty-seventh Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] prohibits a change in salary (but not COLA[27]) from taking effect until after the next election of the whole House. Representatives are eligible for retirement benefits after serving for five years.[28] Outside pay is limited to 15% of congressional pay, and certain types of income involving a fiduciary responsibility or personal endorsement are prohibited.[26]
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 Titles




Representatives use the prefix "The Honorable[image: External link]" before their names. A member of the House is referred to as a Representative, Congressman, or Congresswoman. While Senators are members of Congress, the terms Congressman and Congresswoman are not generally used by them.
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 Pension




All members of Congress are automatically (without the option of withdrawal) enrolled in the Federal Employees Retirement System[image: External link], a pension system also used for federal civil servants[image: External link]. They become eligible to receive benefits after five years of service (two and one-half terms in the House). The FERS is composed of three elements:


	Social Security

	The FERS basic annuity, a monthly pension plan based on the number of years of service and the average of the three highest years of basic pay

	The Thrift Savings Plan[image: External link], a 401(k)[image: External link]-like defined contribution plan[image: External link] for retirement account into which participants can deposit up to a maximum of $17,000 in 2012.[needs update[image: External link]] Their employing agency matches employee contributions[image: External link] up to 5% of pay.



Members of Congress may retire with full benefits at age 62 after five years of service, at age 50 after twenty years of service, and at any age after twenty-five years of service. They may retire with reduced benefits at ages 55 to 59 after five years of service. Depending on birth year, they may receive a reduced pension after ten years of service if they are between 55 years and 57 years of age.[29]
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 Tax deductions




Members of Congress are permitted to deduct up to $3,000 of living expenses per year incurred while living away from their district or home state.[30]
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 Health benefits




Prior to 2014, members of Congress and their staff had access to essentially the same health benefits as federal civil servants; they could voluntarily enroll in the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program[image: External link] (FEHBP), an employer-sponsored health insurance program, and were eligible to participate in other programs, such as the Federal Flexible Spending Account Program (FSAFEDS).[31]

However, Section 1312(d)(3)(D) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (ACA) provided that the only health plans that the federal government can make available to members of Congress and certain congressional staff are those created under the ACA or offered through a health care exchange[image: External link]. The Office of Personnel Management[image: External link] promulgated a final rule to comply with Section 1312(d)(3)(D).[31] Under the rule, effective January 1, 2014, members and designated staff are no longer able to purchase FEHBP plans as active employees.[31] However, if members enroll in a health plan offered through a Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange, they remain eligible for an employer contribution toward coverage, and members and designated staff who are eligible for retirement may enroll in a FEHBP plan upon retirement.[31]

The ACA and the final rule do not affect members' or staffers' eligibility for Medicare benefits.[31] The ACA and the final rule also do not affect members' and staffers' eligibility for other health benefits related to federal employment, so current members and staff are eligible to participate in FSAFEDS (which has three options within the program), the Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program, and the Federal Long Term Care Insurance Program.[31]

There is an Office of the Attending Physician[image: External link] at the U.S. Capitol, which current members may seek health care from for an annual fee.[31] The attending physician provides routine exams, consultations, and certain diagnostics, and may write prescriptions (although it does not dispense them).[31] The office does not provide vision or dental care.[31]

Current members (but not their dependents, and not former members) may also receive medical and emergency dental care at military treatment facilities.[31] There is no charge for outpatient care if it is provided in the National Capital Region[image: External link], but members are billed at full reimbursement rates (set by the Department of Defense) for inpatient care.[31] (Outside the National Capital Region, charges are at full reimbursement rates for both inpatient and outpatient care).[31]
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 Personnel, mail and office expenses




House members are eligible for a Member's Representational Allowance (MRA) to support them in their official and representational duties to their district. The MRA is calculated based on three components: one for personnel, one for official office expenses and one for official or franked mail. The personnel allowance is the same for all members; the office and mail allowances vary based on the members' district's distance from Washington, D.C., the cost of office space in the member's district, and the number of non-business addresses in their district. These three components are used to calculate a single MRA that can fund any expense—even though each component is calculated individually, the franking allowance can be used to pay for personnel expenses if the member so chooses. In 2011 this allowance averaged $1.4 million per member, and ranged from $1.35 to $1.67 million.[32]

The Personnel allowance was $944,671 per member in 2010. Each member may employ no more than 18 permanent employees. Members' employees' salary is capped at $168,411 as of 2009.[32]
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 Travel allowance




Each member-elect and one staffer can be paid for one round trip between their home in their congressional district and Washington, D.C. for organization caucuses.[32]
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 Officers
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 Member officials




The party[image: External link] with a majority of seats in the House is known as the majority party[image: External link]. The next-largest party is the minority party. The Speaker, committee chairs, and some other officials are generally from the majority party; they have counterparts (for instance, the "ranking members" of committees) in the minority party.

The Constitution provides that the House may choose its own Speaker.[33] Although not explicitly required by the Constitution, every Speaker has been a member of the House. The Constitution does not specify the duties and powers of the Speaker, which are instead regulated by the rules and customs of the House. Speakers have a role both as a leader of the House and the leader of their party (which need not be the majority party; theoretically, a member of the minority party[image: External link] could be elected as Speaker with the support of a fraction of members of the majority party). Under the Presidential Succession Act[image: External link] (1947), the Speaker is second in the line of presidential succession[image: External link] behind the Vice President.

The Speaker is the presiding officer of the House but does not preside over every debate. Instead, s/he delegates the responsibility of presiding to other members in most cases. The presiding officer sits in a chair in the front of the House chamber. The powers of the presiding officer are extensive; one important power is that of controlling the order in which members of the House speak. No member may make a speech or a motion unless s/he has first been recognized by the presiding officer. Moreover, the presiding officer may rule on a "point of order[image: External link]" (a member's objection that a rule has been breached); the decision is subject to appeal to the whole House.

Speakers serve as chairs of their party's steering committee, which is responsible for assigning party members to other House committees. The Speaker chooses the chairmen of standing committees, appoints most of the members of the Rules Committee[image: External link], appoints all members of conference committees, and determines which committees consider bills.

Each party elects a floor leader[image: External link], who is known as the Majority Leader[image: External link] or Minority Leader[image: External link]. The Minority Leader heads his party in the House, and the Majority Leader is his party's second-highest-ranking official, behind the Speaker. Party leaders decide what legislation members of their party should either support or oppose.

Each party also elects a whip[image: External link], who works to ensure that the party's members vote as the party leadership desires. The current majority whip[image: External link] in the House of Representatives is Steve Scalise[image: External link], who is a member of the Republican Party[image: External link]. The current minority whip[image: External link] is Steny Hoyer[image: External link], who is a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link]. The whip is supported by chief deputy whips[image: External link].

In the 112th Congress, the Democratic Party has an additional Assistant Minority Leader, Jim Clyburn[image: External link], who ranks between the whips and the caucus/conference chair.

After the whips, the next ranking official in the House party's leadership is the Party Conference Chair[image: External link] (styled as the Republican Conference Chair and Democratic Caucus Chair).

After the Conference Chair, there are differences between each party's subsequent leadership ranks. After the Democratic Caucus Chair is the Campaign Committee Chair (Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee[image: External link]), then the co-chairs of the Steering Committee. For the Republicans it is the Chair of the House Republican Policy Committee[image: External link], followed by the Campaign Committee Chairman (styled as the National Republican Congressional Committee).

The chairs of House committees[image: External link], particularly influential standing committees such as Appropriations[image: External link], Ways and Means[image: External link], and Rules[image: External link], are powerful but not officially part of House leadership hierarchy. Until the post of Majority Leader was created, the Chair of Ways and Means was the de facto[image: External link] majority leader.
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 Leadership and partisanship




When the Presidency and Senate are controlled by a different party from the one controlling the House, the Speaker can become the de facto[image: External link] "leader of the opposition". Some notable examples include Tip O'Neill[image: External link] in the 1980s, Newt Gingrich in the 1990s, and John Boehner[image: External link] and Paul Ryan in the 2010s. Since the Speaker is a partisan officer with substantial power to control the business of the House, the position is often used for partisan advantage.

In the instance when the Presidency and both Houses of Congress are controlled by one party, the Speaker normally takes a low profile and defers to the President. For that situation the House Minority Leader can play the role of a de facto "leader of the opposition", often more so than the Senate Minority Leader, due to the more partisan nature of the House and the greater role of leadership.
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 Non-member officials




The House is also served by several officials who are not members. The House's chief officer is the Clerk[image: External link], who maintains public records, prepares documents, and oversees junior officials, including pages[image: External link], until the junior position's discontinuation in 2011. The Clerk also presides over the House at the beginning of each new Congress pending the election of a Speaker. Another officer is the Chief Administrative Officer[image: External link], responsible for the day-to-day administrative support to the House of Representatives. This includes everything from payroll to foodservice[image: External link].

The position of Chief Administrative Officer[image: External link] (CAO) was created by the 104th Congress[image: External link] following the 1994 mid-term elections[image: External link], replacing the positions of Doorkeeper[image: External link] and Director of Non-Legislative and Financial Services (created by the previous congress to administer the non-partisan functions of the House). The CAO also assumed some of the responsibilities of the House Information Services, which previously had been controlled directly by the Committee on House Administration[image: External link], then headed by Representative Charlie Rose[image: External link] of North Carolina, along with the House "Folding Room".

The Chaplain[image: External link] leads the House in prayer[image: External link] at the opening of the day. There is also a Sergeant at Arms[image: External link], who as the House's chief law enforcement officer maintains order and security on House premises. Finally, routine police work is handled by the United States Capitol Police[image: External link], which is supervised by the Capitol Police Board[image: External link], a body to which the Sergeant at Arms belongs.
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 Procedure




Main article: Procedures of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]
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 Daily procedures




Like the Senate, the House of Representatives meets in the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. At one end of the chamber of the House is a rostrum[image: External link] from which the Speaker, Speaker Pro Tempore, or (when in the Committee of the Whole) the Chair presides.[34] The lower tier of the rostrum is used by clerks and other officials. Members' seats are arranged in the chamber in a semicircular pattern facing the rostrum and are divided by a wide central aisle.[35] By tradition, Democrats sit on the left of the center aisle, while Republicans sit on the right, facing the presiding officer's chair.[36] Sittings are normally held on weekdays; meetings on Saturdays and Sundays are rare. Sittings of the House are generally open to the public; visitors must obtain a House Gallery pass from a congressional office.[37] Sittings are broadcast live on television and have been streamed live on C-SPAN since March 19, 1979,[38] and on HouseLive, the official streaming service operated by the Clerk, since the early 2010s.

The procedure of the House depends not only on the rules, but also on a variety of customs, precedents, and traditions. In many cases, the House waives some of its stricter rules (including time limits on debates) by unanimous consent[image: External link].[39] A member may block a unanimous consent agreement; in practice, objections are rare. The presiding officer, the Speaker of the House[image: External link] enforces the rules of the House, and may warn members who deviate from them. The Speaker uses a gavel[image: External link] to maintain order.[40] The box in which legislation is placed to be considered by the House is called the hopper[image: External link].[41]

In one of its first resolutions, the U.S. House of Representatives established the Office of the Sergeant at Arms[image: External link]. In an American tradition adopted from English custom in 1789 by the first Speaker of the House, Frederick Muhlenberg[image: External link] of Pennsylvania[image: External link], the Mace of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] is used to open all sessions of the House. It is also used during the inaugural ceremonies for all Presidents of the United States. For daily sessions of the House, the sergeant at Arms carries the mace in front of the Speaker in procession to the rostrum[image: External link]. It is placed on a green marble pedestal to the Speaker's right. When the House is in committee, the mace is moved to a pedestal next to the desk of the Sergeant at Arms.[42]

The Constitution provides that a majority of the House constitutes a quorum[image: External link] to do business.[43] Under the rules and customs of the House, a quorum is always assumed present unless a quorum call[image: External link] explicitly demonstrates otherwise. House rules prevent a member from making a point of order that a quorum is not present unless a question is being voted on. The presiding officer does not accept a point of order of no quorum during general debate, or when a question is not before the House.[44]

During debates, a member may speak only if called upon by the presiding officer. The presiding officer decides which members to recognize, and can therefore control the course of debate.[45] All speeches must be addressed to the presiding officer, using the words "Mr. Speaker" or "Madam Speaker". Only the presiding officer may be directly addressed in speeches; other members must be referred to in the third person. In most cases, members do not refer to each other only by name, but also by state, using forms such as "the gentleman from Virginia", "the distinguished gentlewoman from California", or "my distinguished friend from Alabama".

There are 448 permanent seats on the House Floor and four tables, two on each side. These tables are occupied by members of the committee that have brought a bill to the floor for consideration and by the respective party leadership. Members address the House from microphones at any table or "the well," the area immediately in front of the rostrum.[46]
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 Passage of legislation




Per the constitution, the House determines the rules according to which it passes legislation. The rules are in principle open to change with each new Congress, but in practice each new session amends a standing set of rules built up over the history of the body in an early resolution published for public inspection.[47] Before legislation reaches the floor of the House, the Rules Committee[image: External link] normally passes a rule to govern debate on that measure (which then must be passed by the full House before it becomes effective). For instance, the committee determines if amendments to the bill are permitted. An "open rule" permits all germane amendments, but a "closed rule" restricts or even prohibits amendment. Debate on a bill is generally restricted to one hour, equally divided between the majority and minority parties. Each side is led during the debate by a "floor manager", who allocates debate time to members who wish to speak. On contentious matters, many members may wish to speak; thus, a member may receive as little as one minute, or even thirty seconds, to make his/her point.[48]

When debate concludes, the motion in question is put to a vote. In many cases, the House votes by voice vote; the presiding officer puts the question, and members respond either "yea" or "aye" (in favor of the motion) or "nay" or "no" (against the motion). The presiding officer then announces the result of the voice vote. A member may however challenge the presiding officer's assessment and "request the yeas and nays" or "request a recorded vote". The request may be granted only if it is seconded by one-fifth of the members present. In practice, however, members of congress second requests for recorded votes as a matter of courtesy. Some votes are always recorded, such as those on the annual budget.[49]

A recorded vote may be taken in one of three different ways. One is electronically. Members use a personal identification card to record their votes at 46 voting stations in the chamber. Votes are usually held in this way. A second mode of recorded vote is by teller. Members hand in colored cards to indicate their votes: green for "yea", red for "nay", and orange for "present" (i.e., to abstain). Teller votes are normally held only when electronic voting breaks down. Finally, the House may conduct a roll call vote[image: External link]. The Clerk reads the list of members of the House, each of whom announces their vote when their name is called. This procedure is only used rarely (such as for the election of a Speaker) because of the time consumed by calling over four hundred names.[49]

Voting traditionally lasts for, at most, fifteen minutes, but it may be extended if the leadership needs to "whip" more members into alignment.[49] The 2003 vote on the prescription drug benefit was open for three hours, from 3:00 to 6:00 a.m., to receive four additional votes, three of which were necessary to pass the legislation.[50] The 2005 vote on the Central American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] was open for one hour, from 11:00 p.m. to midnight.[51] An October 2005 vote on facilitating refinery construction was kept open for forty minutes.[52]

Presiding officers may vote like other members. They may not, however, vote twice in the event of a tie; rather, a tie vote defeats the motion.[53]
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 Committees




Further information: United States congressional committee[image: External link] and List of current United States House of Representatives committees[image: External link]


The House uses committees and their subcommittees for a variety of purposes, including the review of bills and the oversight of the executive branch. The appointment of committee members is formally made by the whole House, but the choice of members is actually made by the political parties. Generally, each party honors the preferences of individual members, giving priority on the basis of seniority. Historically, membership on committees has been in rough proportion to the party's strength in the House as a whole, with two exceptions: on the Rules Committee, the majority party fills nine of the thirteen seats;[54] and on the Ethics Committee, each party has an equal number of seats.[55] However, when party control in the House is closely divided, extra seats on committees are sometimes allocated to the majority party. In the 109th Congress, for example, the Republicans controlled about 53% of the House as a whole, but had 54% of the Appropriations Committee members, 55% of the members on the Energy and Commerce Committee, 58% of the members on the Judiciary Committee, and 69% of the members on the Rules Committee.

The largest committee of the House is the Committee of the Whole[image: External link], which, as its name suggests, consists of all members of the House. The Committee meets in the House chamber; it may consider and amend bills, but may not grant them final passage. Generally, the debate procedures of the Committee of the Whole are more flexible than those of the House itself. One advantage of the Committee of the Whole is its ability to include otherwise non-voting members of Congress[image: External link].

Most committee work is performed by twenty standing committees, each of which has jurisdiction over a specific set of issues, such as Agriculture or Foreign Affairs. Each standing committee considers, amends, and reports bills that fall under its jurisdiction. Committees have extensive powers with regard to bills; they may block legislation from reaching the floor of the House. Standing committees also oversee the departments and agencies of the executive branch. In discharging their duties, standing committees have the power to hold hearings and to subpoena[image: External link] witnesses and evidence.

The House also has one permanent committee that is not a standing committee, the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence[image: External link], and from time to time may establish committees that are temporary and advisory in nature, such as the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming[image: External link]. This latter committee, created in the 110th Congress and reauthorized for the 111th, has no jurisdiction over legislation and must be chartered anew at the start of every Congress. The House also appoints members to serve on joint committees, which include members of the Senate and House. Some joint committees oversee independent government bodies; for instance, the Joint Committee on the Library oversees the Library of Congress[image: External link]. Other joint committees serve to make advisory reports; for example, there exists a Joint Committee on Taxation[image: External link]. Bills and nominees are not referred to joint committees. Hence, the power of joint committees is considerably lower than those of standing committees.

Each House committee and subcommittee is led by a chairman (always a member of the majority party). From 1910 to the 1970s, committee chairs were powerful. Woodrow Wilson in his classic study,[56] suggested:


Power is nowhere concentrated; it is rather deliberately and of set policy scattered amongst many small chiefs. It is divided up, as it were, into forty-seven seigniories, in each of which a Standing Committee is the court-baron and its chairman lord-proprietor. These petty barons, some of them not a little powerful, but none of them within the reach of the full powers of rule, may at will exercise almost despotic sway within their own shires, and may sometimes threaten to convulse even the realm itself.



From 1910 to 1975 committee and subcommittee chairmanship was determined purely by seniority; congressmembers sometimes had to wait 30 years to get one, but their chairship was independent of party leadership. The rules were changed in 1975 to permit party caucuses[image: External link] to elect chairs, shifting power upward to the party leaders. In 1995, Republicans under Newt Gingrich set a limit of three two-year terms for committee chairs. The chair's powers are extensive; they control the committee/subcommittee agenda, and may prevent the committee from dealing with a bill. The senior member of the minority party is known as the Ranking Member. In some committees like Appropriations, partisan disputes are few.
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 Legislative functions




Most bills may be introduced in either House of Congress. However, the Constitution states, "All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives". As a result of the Origination Clause[image: External link], the Senate cannot initiate bills imposing taxes. This provision barring the Senate from introducing revenue bills is based on the practice of the British Parliament[image: External link], in which only the House of Commons[image: External link] may originate such measures. Furthermore, congressional tradition holds that the House of Representatives originates appropriation bills[image: External link].

Although it cannot originate revenue bills, the Senate retains the power to amend or reject them. Woodrow Wilson wrote the following about appropriations bills:[57]


[T]he constitutional prerogative of the House has been held to apply to all the general appropriations bills, and the Senate's right to amend these has been allowed the widest possible scope. The upper house may add to them what it pleases; may go altogether outside of their original provisions and tack to them entirely new features of legislation, altering not only the amounts but even the objects of expenditure, and making out of the materials sent them by the popular chamber measures of an almost totally new character.



The approval of the Senate and the House of Representatives is required for a bill to become law. Both Houses must pass the same version of the bill; if there are differences, they may be resolved by a conference committee[image: External link], which includes members of both bodies. For the stages through which bills pass in the Senate, see Act of Congress[image: External link].

The President may veto[image: External link] a bill passed by the House and Senate. If he does, the bill does not become law unless each House, by a two-thirds vote, votes to override the veto.
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 Checks and balances




The Constitution provides that the Senate's "advice and consent[image: External link]" is necessary for the President to make appointments and to ratify treaties. Thus, with its potential to frustrate Presidential appointments, the Senate is more powerful than the House.

The Constitution empowers the House of Representatives to impeach federal officials for " Treason[image: External link], Bribery[image: External link], or other high Crimes[image: External link] and Misdemeanors[image: External link]" and empowers the Senate to try such impeachments. The House may approve "articles of impeachment" by a simple majority vote; however, a two-thirds vote is required for conviction in the Senate. A convicted official is automatically removed from office and may be disqualified from holding future office under the United States. No further punishment is permitted during the impeachment proceedings; however, the party may face criminal penalties in a normal court of law.

In the history of the United States, the House of Representatives has impeached sixteen officials, of whom seven were convicted. (Another, Richard Nixon, resigned after the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link] passed articles of impeachment[image: External link] but before a formal impeachment vote by the full House.) Only two Presidents of the United States have ever been impeached: Andrew Johnson in 1868 and Bill Clinton in 1998. Both trials ended in acquittal; in Johnson's case, the Senate fell one vote short of the two-thirds majority required for conviction.

Under the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link], the House has the power to elect the President if no presidential candidate receives a majority of votes in the Electoral College[image: External link]. The Twelfth Amendment requires the House to choose from the three candidates with the highest numbers of electoral votes. The Constitution provides that "the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote." It is rare for no presidential candidate to receive a majority of electoral votes. In the history of the United States, the House has only had to choose a President twice. In 1800, which was before the adoption of the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link], it elected Thomas Jefferson over Aaron Burr[image: External link]. In 1824, it elected John Quincy Adams over Andrew Jackson and William H. Crawford[image: External link]. If no presidential candidate receives a majority of the electoral votes, the Senate elects the Vice President from the two candidates with the highest numbers of electoral votes.
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 Latest election results and current party standings




See also: United States House of Representatives elections, 2016[image: External link] and 115th United States Congress[image: External link]
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 Current standing






	Affiliation
	Members
	Delegates/resident

commissioner

(non-voting)
	State

majorities



	
	Republican Party[image: External link]
	238
	2
	32



	
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	193
	3
	12



	
	Independent
	0
	1
	0



	
	Vacant
	4
	0
	



	Total
	435
	6
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 End of previous Congress






	Affiliation
	Members
	Delegates/resident

commissioner

(non-voting)
	State

majorities



	
	Republican Party[image: External link]
	233
	0
	33



	
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	199
	5
	16



	
	Independent
	0
	1[58]
	0



	
	Vacant
	3
	0
	



	Total
	435
	6
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 See also





	House Trade Working Group[image: External link]

	United States Presidents and control of Congress[image: External link]

	U.S. representative bibliography (congressional memoirs)[image: External link]

	Women in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]
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The 1994 Texas gubernatorial election was held on November 8, 1994 to elect the Governor of Texas. Incumbent Democratic[image: External link] Governor Ann Richards was defeated in her bid for re-election by Republican[image: External link] nominee George W. Bush, the son of former President George H. W. Bush.

Although prior to the election year, Governor Ann Richards held a large approval rating as the state economy was strong into the mid-term election. George Bush's campaigning on cultural and religious issues resonated with many Texan voters and Governor Richard's lead over Bush significantly narrowed up to election day into a tossup.

On election day, Bush carried 188 of the state's 254 counties, while Richards carried 66. Exit polls revealed that Bush won overwhelmingly among white voters (69% to 31%) while Richards performed well among African Americans (83% to 15%) and Latinos (75% to 25%). The 1994 election marked the last time that a Democrat won more than 45% of the vote in a gubernatorial election and was the last election in which the Democrats won any statewide offices.
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This article is about the former U.S. Vice President. For other uses, see Al Gore (disambiguation)[image: External link].
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	45th Vice President of the United States
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	President
	Bill Clinton
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	Dan Quayle



	Succeeded by
	Dick Cheney



	
United States Senator

from Tennessee[image: External link]




	
In office

January 3, 1985 – January 2, 1993



	Preceded by
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	Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
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January 3, 1983 – January 3, 1985



	Preceded by
	Robin Beard[image: External link]
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	Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
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In office

January 3, 1977 – January 3, 1983



	Preceded by
	Joe L. Evins[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Jim Cooper[image: External link]



	Personal details



	Born
	
Albert Arnold Gore Jr.

March 31, 1948 (age 69)

Washington, D.C.[image: External link], U.S.



	Political party
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Spouse(s)
	Tipper Aitcheson[image: External link] (m. 1970; sep. 2010)



	Children
	4 (including Karenna[image: External link], Kristin[image: External link])



	Education
	
Harvard University (BA)

Vanderbilt University[image: External link]




	Civilian awards
	
Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] (2007)




	Signature



	Website
	Official website[image: External link]



	Military service



	Allegiance
	
 United States[image: External link]




	Service/branch
	
 United States Army[image: External link]




	Years of service
	1969–1971



	Rank
	Private[image: External link]



	Unit
	20th Engineer Brigade[image: External link]
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	Vietnam War[image: External link]



	Military awards
	National Defense Service Medal[image: External link]
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Albert Arnold Gore Jr. (born March 31, 1948) is an American politician[image: External link] and environmentalist[image: External link] who served as the 45th Vice President of the United States[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001 under President Bill Clinton. Gore was Clinton's running mate in their successful campaign in 1992[image: External link], and the pair were re-elected in 1996. At the end of Clinton's second term, Gore was selected as the Democratic[image: External link] nominee[image: External link] for the 2000 presidential election[image: External link] but did not win the election. After his term as vice-president ended in 2001, Gore remained prominent as an author[image: External link] and environmental[image: External link] activist, whose work in climate change activism[image: External link] earned him (jointly with the IPCC[image: External link]) the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] in 2007.

Gore was an elected official for 24 years. He was a Congressman from Tennessee[image: External link] (1977–85) and from 1985 to 1993 served as one of the state's Senators. He served as Vice President during the Clinton administration[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001. In the 2000 presidential election[image: External link], in what was one of the closest presidential races in history, Gore won the popular vote[image: External link] but lost in the Electoral College[image: External link] to Republican George W. Bush. A controversial election dispute over a vote recount in Florida was settled by the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled 5–4 in favor of Bush.

Gore is the founder and current chair of the Alliance for Climate Protection[image: External link], the co-founder and chair of Generation Investment Management[image: External link] and the now-defunct Current TV[image: External link] network, a member of the Board of Directors of Apple Inc.[image: External link], and a senior adviser to Google[image: External link].[1] Gore is also a partner in the venture capital[image: External link] firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers[image: External link], heading its climate change solutions group.[2][3] He has served as a visiting professor at Middle Tennessee State University[image: External link], Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism[image: External link], Fisk University[image: External link], and the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[1][4][5][6] He served on the Board of Directors of World Resources Institute[image: External link].[7]

Gore has received a number of awards including the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] (joint award with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change[image: External link], 2007), a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link] (2009) for his book An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link],[8] a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] for Current TV[image: External link] (2007), and a Webby Award[image: External link] (2005). Gore was also the subject of the Academy Award[image: External link]-winning (2007) documentary An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link] in 2006. In 2007, he was named a runner-up for Time[image: External link]'s 2007 Person of the Year.[9]
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Gore was born in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], the second of two children of Albert Gore Sr.[image: External link], a U.S. Representative who later served for 18 years as U.S. Senator from Tennessee, and Pauline (LaFon) Gore[image: External link], one of the first women to graduate from Vanderbilt University Law School[image: External link].[10] Gore is partly descended from Scots-Irish immigrants who first settled in Virginia[image: External link] in the mid-17th-century, and moved to Tennessee after the Revolutionary War[image: External link].[11] His older sister Nancy LaFon Gore, who was born in 1938, died of lung cancer[image: External link] in 1984.[12]

During the school year he lived with his family in The Fairfax Hotel in the Embassy Row[image: External link] section in Washington D.C.[13] During the summer months, he worked on the family farm in Carthage, Tennessee[image: External link], where the Gores grew tobacco and hay[14][15] and raised cattle.[16]

Gore attended St. Albans School[image: External link], an independent college preparatory day and boarding school for boys in Washington, D.C., from 1956 to 1965, a prestigious feeder school[image: External link] for the Ivy League[image: External link].[17][18] He was the captain of the football team, threw discus[image: External link] for the track and field team, and participated in basketball, art, and government.[10][13][19] He graduated 25th in his class of 51, applied to only one college, Harvard, and was accepted.[17][18]
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Gore met Mary Elizabeth " Tipper[image: External link]" Aitcheson from the nearby St. Agnes School[image: External link] at his St. Albans senior prom in 1965.[13] Tipper followed Gore to Boston[image: External link] to attend college;[12] and on May 19, 1970, shortly after Tipper graduated from Boston University[image: External link], they married at the Washington National Cathedral[image: External link].[12][20][21][22]

They have four children—Karenna Gore[image: External link] (b. 1973), Kristin Carlson Gore[image: External link] (b. 1977), Sarah LaFon Gore (b. 1979), and Albert Arnold Gore III (b. 1982).[23]

In early June 2010, shortly after purchasing a new home,[24] the Gores announced in an e-mail to friends that after "long and careful consideration", they had made a mutual decision to separate.[25][26] In May 2012, it was reported that Gore started dating Elizabeth Keadle of California.[27]
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Gore enrolled in Harvard College[image: External link] in 1965, initially planning to major in English and write novels but later deciding to major in government.[17][18] On his second day on campus, he began campaigning for the freshman[image: External link] student government council and was elected its president.[18]

Although he was an avid reader who fell in love with scientific and mathematical theories,[18] he did not do well in science classes in college and avoided taking math.[17] His grades during his first two years put him in the lower one-fifth of the class. During his sophomore[image: External link] year, he reportedly spent much of his time watching television, shooting pool[image: External link], and occasionally smoking marijuana[image: External link].[17][18] In his junior and senior years, he became more involved with his studies, earning As and Bs.[17] In his senior year, he took a class with oceanographer and global warming theorist Roger Revelle[image: External link], who sparked Gore's interest in global warming and other environmental issues.[18][28] Gore earned an A on his thesis, "The Impact of Television on the Conduct of the Presidency, 1947–1969", and graduated with an A.B.[image: External link] cum laude[image: External link] in June 1969.[17][29]

Gore attended college during the era of anti-Vietnam War[image: External link] protests. Though he was against that war, he disagreed with the tactics of the student protest movement[image: External link], thinking it silly and juvenile to take anger at the war out on a private university.[18] He and his friends did not participate in Harvard demonstrations. John Tyson, a former roommate, recalled that "We distrusted these movements a lot ... We were a pretty traditional bunch of guys, positive for civil rights and women's rights but formal, transformed by the social revolution to some extent but not buying into something we considered detrimental to our country."[18][30] Gore helped his father write an anti-war[image: External link] address to the Democratic National Convention of 1968[image: External link] but stayed with his parents in their hotel room during the violent protests.[18]
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When Gore graduated in 1969, his student deferment ended and he immediately became eligible for the military draft[image: External link]. His father, a vocal anti–Vietnam War critic, was facing a reelection in 1970. Gore eventually decided that the best way he could contribute to the anti-war effort was to enlist in the Army, which would improve his father's reelection prospects.[31] Although nearly all of his Harvard classmates avoided the draft and service in Vietnam,[32] Gore believed if he found a way around military service, he would be handing an issue to his father's Republican opponent.[33] According to Gore's Senate biography, "He appeared in uniform in his father's campaign commercials, one of which ended with his father advising: 'Son, always love your country'."[31] Despite this, Gore Sr. lost the election.[33]

Gore has said that his other reason for enlisting was that he did not want someone with fewer options than he to go in his place.[34] Actor Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link], a former college housemate, recalled Gore saying that "if he found a fancy way of not going, someone else would have to go in his place".[18][35] His Harvard advisor, Richard Neustadt[image: External link], also stated that Gore decided, "that he would have to go as an enlisted man because, he said, 'In Tennessee, that's what most people have to do.'" In addition, Michael Roche, Gore's editor for The Castle Courier, stated that "anybody who knew Al Gore in Vietnam knows he could have sat on his butt and he didn't."[33]

After enlisting in August 1969, Gore returned to the anti-war Harvard campus in his military uniform to say goodbye to his adviser and was "jeered" at by students.[12][18] He later said he was astonished by the "emotional field of negativity and disapproval and piercing glances that ... certainly felt like real hatred".[18]

Gore had basic training at Fort Dix[image: External link] from August to October, and then was assigned to be a journalist at Fort Rucker[image: External link], Alabama.[33] In April 1970, he was named Rucker's "Soldier of the Month".[12]

His orders to be sent to Vietnam were "held up" for some time, and the Gore family suspected that this was due to a fear by the Nixon administration[image: External link] that if something happened to him, his father would gain sympathy votes.[33] He was finally shipped to Vietnam[image: External link] on January 2, 1971, after his father had lost his seat in the Senate during the 1970 Senate election[image: External link], becoming one "of only about a dozen of the 1,115 Harvard graduates in the Class of '69 who went to Vietnam."[33][36][37] Gore was stationed with the 20th Engineer Brigade[image: External link] in Bien Hoa[image: External link] and was a journalist with The Castle Courier.[38] He received an honorable discharge[image: External link] from the Army in May 1971.[12]

Of his time in the Army, Gore later stated, "I didn't do the most, or run the gravest danger. But I was proud to wear my country's uniform."[35] He also later stated that his experience in Vietnam


didn't change my conclusions about the war being a terrible mistake, but it struck me that opponents to the war, including myself, really did not take into account the fact that there were an awful lot of South Vietnamese[image: External link] who desperately wanted to hang on to what they called freedom. Coming face to face with those sentiments expressed by people who did the laundry and ran the restaurants and worked in the fields was something I was naively unprepared for.[39]
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Gore was "dispirited" after his return from Vietnam.[31] NashvillePost.com[image: External link] noted that, "his father's defeat made service in a conflict he deeply opposed even more abhorrent to Gore. His experiences in the war zone don't seem to have been deeply traumatic in themselves; although the engineers were sometimes fired upon, Gore has said he didn't see full-scale combat. Still, he felt that his participation in the war was wrong."[36]

Although his parents wanted him to go to law school[image: External link], Gore first attended Vanderbilt University Divinity School[image: External link] (1971–72) on a Rockefeller Foundation[image: External link] scholarship[image: External link] for people planning secular[image: External link] careers. He later said he went there in order to explore "spiritual issues",[23] and that "he had hoped to make sense of the social injustices that seemed to challenge his religious beliefs."[40]

In 1971, Gore also began to work the night shift for The Tennessean[image: External link] as an investigative reporter[image: External link].[41] His investigations of corruption[image: External link] among members of Nashville's Metro Council[image: External link] resulted in the arrest and prosecution of two councilmen for separate offenses.[36]

In 1974, he took a leave of absence[image: External link] from The Tennessean to attend Vanderbilt University Law School[image: External link]. His decision to become an attorney[image: External link] was a partial result of his time as a journalist, as he realized that, while he could expose corruption, he could not change it.[23] Gore did not complete law school, deciding abruptly, in 1976, to run for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] when he found out that his father's former seat in the House was about to be vacated.[23][42]
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See also: Al Gore and information technology[image: External link] and Al Gore and the environment[image: External link]


Gore began serving in the U.S. Congress at the age of 28 and stayed there for the next 16 years, serving in both the House (1977–85) and the Senate (1985–93).[41] Gore spent many weekends in Tennessee, working with his constituents.[10][31]
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At the end of February 1976, U.S. Representative Joe L. Evins[image: External link] unexpectedly announced his retirement from Congress, making the Tennessee's 4th congressional district[image: External link] seat, to which he had succeeded Albert Gore Sr. in 1953 open[image: External link]. Within hours after The Tennessean publisher[image: External link] John Seigenthaler Sr.[image: External link] called him to tell him the announcement was forthcoming,[42] Gore decided to quit law school and run for the House of Representatives:


Gore's abrupt decision to run for the open seat surprised even himself; he later said that "I didn't realize myself I had been pulled back so much to it." The news came as a "bombshell" to his wife. Tipper Gore held a job in The Tennessean's photo lab and was working on a master's degree in psychology, but she joined in her husband's campaign (with assurance that she could get her job at The Tennessean back if he lost). By contrast, Gore asked his father to stay out of his campaign: "I must become my own man," he explained. "I must not be your candidate."[31]



Gore won the 1976 Democratic primary for the district with "32 percent of the vote, three percentage points more than his nearest rival", and was opposed only by an independent candidate in the election, recording 94 percent of the overall vote.[43] He went on to win the next three elections, in 1978[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], and 1982[image: External link], where "he was unopposed twice and won 79 percent of the vote the other time".[43] In 1984[image: External link], Gore successfully ran for a seat in the U.S. Senate[image: External link], which had been vacated by Republican Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] Howard Baker[image: External link]. He was "unopposed in the Democratic Senatorial primary and won the general election going away", despite the fact that Republican President Ronald Reagan swept Tennessee in his reelection campaign[image: External link] the same year.[43] Gore defeated Republican senatorial nominee Victor Ashe[image: External link], subsequently the mayor[image: External link] of Knoxville[image: External link], and the Republican-turned- Independent[image: External link], Ed McAteer, founder of the Christian right[image: External link] Religious Roundtable organization that had worked to elect Reagan as president in 1980.[44]

During his time in Congress, Gore was considered a "moderate" (he once referred to himself as a "raging moderate")[45] opposing federal funding of abortion, voting in favor of a bill which supported a moment in silence in schools, and voting against a ban on interstate sales of guns.[46] In 1981, Gore was quoted as saying with regard to homosexuality, "I think it is wrong", and "I don't pretend to understand it, but it is not just another normal optional life style." In his 1984 Senate race, Gore said when discussing homosexuality, "I do not believe it is simply an acceptable alternative that society should affirm." He also said that he would not take campaign funds from gay rights[image: External link] groups.[47] Although he maintained a position against homosexuality and gay marriage[image: External link] in the 1980s, Gore said in 2008 that he thinks "gay men and women ought to have the same rights as heterosexual men and women...to join together in marriage."[48] His position as a moderate (and on policies related to that label) shifted later in life after he became Vice President[image: External link] and ran for president in 2000.[49]

During his time in the House, Gore sat on the Energy and Commerce[image: External link] and the Science and Technology[image: External link] committees, chairing the Science Committee's Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations for four years.[43] He also sat on the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] and, in 1982, introduced the Gore Plan for arms control[image: External link], to "reduce chances of a nuclear first strike by cutting multiple warheads and deploying single-warhead mobile launchers."[31] While in the Senate, he sat on the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link], the Rules and Administration[image: External link], and the Armed Services[image: External link] Committees.[31] In 1991, Gore was one of ten Democrats who supported the Gulf War[image: External link].[31]

Gore was one of the Atari Democrats[image: External link] who were given this name due to their "passion for technological issues, from biomedical research and genetic engineering to the environmental impact of the "greenhouse effect[image: External link]."[31] On March 19, 1979, he became the first member of Congress to appear on C-SPAN.[50] During this time, Gore co-chaired the Congressional Clearinghouse on the Future with Newt Gingrich.[51] In addition, he has been described as having been a "genuine nerd, with a geek reputation running back to his days as a futurist Atari Democrat in the House. Before computers were comprehensible, let alone sexy, the poker-faced Gore struggled to explain artificial intelligence[image: External link] and fiber-optic networks[image: External link] to sleepy colleagues."[31][52] Internet pioneers Vint Cerf[image: External link] and Bob Kahn[image: External link] noted that,


as far back as the 1970s, Congressman Gore promoted the idea of high-speed telecommunications as an engine for both economic growth and the improvement of our educational system. He was the first elected official to grasp the potential of computer communications to have a broader impact than just improving the conduct of science and scholarship [...] the Internet, as we know it today, was not deployed until 1983. When the Internet was still in the early stages of its deployment, Congressman Gore provided intellectual leadership by helping create the vision of the potential benefits of high speed computing and communication.[53]



Gore introduced the Supercomputer Network Study Act of 1986.[54] He also sponsored hearings on how advanced technologies might be put to use in areas like coordinating the response of government agencies to natural disasters and other crises."[53]

As a Senator, Gore began to craft the High Performance Computing Act of 1991[image: External link] (commonly referred to as "The Gore Bill") after hearing the 1988 report Toward a National Research Network submitted to Congress by a group chaired by UCLA[image: External link] professor of computer science, Leonard Kleinrock[image: External link], one of the central creators of the ARPANET[image: External link] (the ARPANET, first deployed by Kleinrock and others in 1969, is the predecessor of the Internet).[55][56][57] The bill was passed on December 9, 1991, and led to the National Information Infrastructure[image: External link] (NII) which Gore referred to as the "information superhighway[image: External link]."[58]

After joining the House of Representatives, Gore held the "first congressional hearings on the climate change, and co-sponsor[ed] hearings on toxic waste and global warming."[59][60] He continued to speak on the topic throughout the 1980s.[31][61][62] In 1990, Senator Gore presided over a three-day conference with legislators from over 42 countries which sought to create a Global Marshall Plan[image: External link], "under which industrial nations would help less developed countries grow economically while still protecting the environment."[63]
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On April 3, 1989, as the Gores and their six-year-old son Albert were leaving a baseball game, Albert ran across the street to see his friend and was hit by a car. He was thrown 30 feet (9 m), and then traveled along the pavement for another 20 feet (6 m).[10] Gore later recalled: "I ran to his side and held him and called his name, but he was motionless, limp and still, without breath or pulse[...]. His eyes were open with the nothingness stare of death, and we prayed, the two of us, there in the gutter, with only my voice."[10] Albert was tended to by two nurses who happened to be present during the accident. The Gores spent the next month in the hospital with Albert. Gore also commented: "Our lives were consumed with the struggle to restore his body and spirit."[10] This event was "a trauma so shattering that [Gore] views it as a moment of personal rebirth", a "key moment in his life" which "changed everything."[10]

In August 1991, Gore announced that his son's accident was a factor in his decision not to run for president during the 1992 presidential election[image: External link].[64] Gore stated: "I would like to be President[...]. But I am also a father, and I feel deeply about my responsibility to my children[...]. I didn't feel right about tearing myself away from my family to the extent that is necessary in a Presidential campaign."[64] During this time, Gore wrote Earth in the Balance[image: External link], a text which became the first book written by a sitting U.S. Senator to make The New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link] since John F. Kennedy's Profiles in Courage[image: External link].[31]
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Main article: Al Gore presidential campaign, 1988[image: External link]


Gore campaigned for the Democratic Party[image: External link] nomination for President of the United States against Joe Biden, Gary Hart[image: External link], Dick Gephardt[image: External link], Paul Simon[image: External link], Jesse Jackson, and Michael Dukakis[image: External link] (who eventually won the Democratic nomination). Gore carried seven states in the primaries, finishing third overall.

Although Gore initially denied that he intended to run, his candidacy was the subject of speculation: "National analysts make Sen. Gore a long-shot for the Presidential nomination, but many believe he could provide a natural complement for any of the other candidates: a young, attractive, moderate Vice Presidential nominee from the South. He currently denies any interest, but he carefully does not reject the idea out of hand."[13] At the time, he was 39 years old, making him the "youngest serious Presidential candidate since John F. Kennedy."[13]

CNN noted that, "in 1988, for the first time, 12 Southern states would hold their primaries on the same day, dubbed "Super Tuesday". Gore thought he would be the only serious Southern contender; he had not counted on Jesse Jackson."[65] Jackson defeated Gore in the South Carolina Primary[image: External link], winning, "more than half the total vote, three times that of his closest rival here, Senator Albert Gore Jr. of Tennessee."[66] Gore next placed great hope on Super Tuesday[image: External link] where they split the Southern vote: Jackson winning Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Virginia; Gore winning Arkansas, North Carolina, Kentucky, Nevada, Tennessee, and Oklahoma.[31][65][67] Gore was later endorsed by New York City[image: External link] Mayor Ed Koch[image: External link] who made statements in favor of Israel[image: External link] and against Jackson. These statements cast Gore in a negative light,[65] leading voters away from Gore who received only 10% of the vote in the New York Primary. Gore then dropped out of the race.[31] The New York Times said that Gore also lost support due to his attacks against Jackson, Dukakis, and others.[68]

Gore was eventually able to mend fences with Jackson, who supported the Clinton-Gore ticket in 1992 and 1996, and campaigned for the Gore-Lieberman ticket during the 2000 presidential election.[69][70] Gore's policies changed substantially in 2000, reflecting his eight years as Vice President.[71]
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Gore was initially hesitant to accept a position as Bill Clinton's running mate for the 1992 United States presidential election[image: External link], but after clashing with the George H. W. Bush administration over global warming issues, he decided to accept the offer.[31] Clinton stated that he chose Gore due to his foreign policy experience, work with the environment, and commitment to his family.[72][73]

Clinton's choice was criticized as unconventional because rather than picking a running mate who would diversify the ticket[image: External link], Clinton chose a fellow Southerner who shared his political ideologies and who was nearly the same age as Clinton.[31][72][74] The Washington Bureau Chief for The Baltimore Sun[image: External link], Paul West, later suggested that, "Al Gore revolutionized the way Vice Presidents are made. When he joined Bill Clinton's ticket, it violated the old rules. Regional diversity? Not with two Southerners from neighboring states. Ideological balance? A couple of left-of-center moderates. [...] And yet, Gore has come to be regarded by strategists in both parties as the best vice presidential pick in at least 20 years."[75]

Clinton and Gore accepted the nomination at the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] on July 17, 1992.[76][77] Known as the Baby Boomer[image: External link] Ticket and the Fortysomething[image: External link] Team, The New York Times noted that if elected, Clinton and Gore, at ages 45 and 44 respectively, would be the "youngest team to make it to the White House in the country's history."[72][78] Theirs was the first ticket since 1972 to try to capture the youth vote. Gore called the ticket "a new generation of leadership".[72][79]

The ticket increased in popularity after the candidates traveled with their wives, Hillary and Tipper, on a "six-day, 1,000-mile bus ride, from New York to St. Louis."[80] Gore also debated the other vice presidential candidates, Dan Quayle, and James Stockdale[image: External link]. The Clinton-Gore ticket beat the Bush-Quayle ticket, 43%–38%.[31]
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Main article: Vice Presidency of Al Gore[image: External link]


See also: Al Gore and information technology[image: External link] and Al Gore and the environment[image: External link]


Al Gore served as Vice President during the Clinton Administration[image: External link]. Clinton and Gore were inaugurated on January 20, 1993. At the beginning of the first term, Clinton and Gore developed a "two-page agreement outlining their relationship". Clinton committed himself to regular lunch meetings, recognized Gore as a principal adviser on nominations, and appointed some of Gore's chief advisers to key White House staff positions. Clinton involved Gore in decision-making to an unprecedented degree for a Vice President. Through their weekly lunches and daily conversations, Gore became the president's "indisputable chief adviser".[31]

However, Gore had to compete with Hillary, the First Lady, for President Clinton's influence, starting when she was appointed health-care task force without Gore being consulted. Vanity Fair wrote that President Clinton's "failure to confide in his vice president was a telling sign of the real pecking order", and reported "it was an open secret that some of Hillary's advisers...nurtured dreams that Hillary, not Gore, would follow Bill in the presidency".[81][82]

Gore had a particular interest in reducing "waste, fraud, and abuse in the federal government and advocated trimming the size of the bureaucracy and the number of regulations."[31] During the Clinton Administration, the U.S. economy expanded, according to David Greenberg (professor of history and media studies at Rutgers University[image: External link]) who said that "by the end of the Clinton presidency, the numbers were uniformly impressive. Besides the record-high surpluses and the record-low poverty rates, the economy could boast the longest economic expansion in history; the lowest unemployment since the early 1970s; and the lowest poverty rates for single mothers, black Americans, and the aged."[83]

According to Leslie Budd, author of E-economy: Rhetoric or Business Reality, this economic success was due, in part, to Gore's continued role as an Atari Democrat[image: External link], promoting the development of information technology[image: External link], which led to the dot-com boom (c. 1995–2001).[84] Clinton and Gore entered office planning to finance research that would "flood the economy with innovative goods and services, lifting the general level of prosperity and strengthening American industry."[85] Their overall aim was to fund the development of, "robotics, smart roads, biotechnology, machine tools, magnetic-levitation trains, fiber-optic communications and national computer networks. Also earmarked [were] a raft of basic technologies like digital imaging and data storage."[85] Critics claimed that the initiatives would "backfire, bloating Congressional pork and creating whole new categories of Federal waste."[85]

During the election and his term as Vice President, Gore popularized the term Information Superhighway[image: External link], which became synonymous with the Internet[image: External link], and he was involved in the creation of the National Information Infrastructure[image: External link].[85] Gore first discussed his plans to emphasize information technology at UCLA[image: External link] on January 11, 1994, in a speech at The Superhighway Summit[image: External link]. He was involved in a number of projects including NetDay[image: External link]'96 and 24 Hours in Cyberspace[image: External link]. The Clinton–Gore administration also launched the first official White House website in 1994 and subsequent versions through 2000.[86] The Clipper Chip[image: External link], which "Clinton inherited from a multi-year National Security Agency effort", was a method of hardware encryption with a government backdoor[image: External link].[87] It met with strong opposition from civil liberty groups and was abandoned by 1996.[88][89]

Gore was also involved in environmental initiatives. He launched the GLOBE program[image: External link] on Earth Day[image: External link] '94, an education and science activity that, according to Forbes magazine[image: External link], "made extensive use of the Internet to increase student awareness of their environment".[90] In 1998, Gore began promoting a NASA[image: External link] satellite[image: External link] (Deep Space Climate Observatory[image: External link]) that would provide a constant view of the Earth, marking the first time such an image would have been made since The Blue Marble[image: External link] photo from the 1972 Apollo 17[image: External link] mission.[91] During this time, he also became associated with Digital Earth[image: External link].[92]

Gore negotiated and strongly supported the Kyoto Protocol to reduce greenhouse gasses[image: External link], but said upon his return that the administration would not submit the treaty to the Senate for ratification until it was amended to include "meaningful participation by key developing nations",[93][94][95] The Senate had previously passed unanimously (95–0) the Byrd–Hagel Resolution[image: External link] (S. Res. 98), which declared opposition to any greenhouse gas treaty which would limit US emissions without similar limits on third-world countries such as China.[96][97] The Clinton administration left office three years later without having submitted the treaty for ratification.

In 1996, Gore became involved in a finance controversy[image: External link] over his attendance at an event at the Buddhist[image: External link] Hsi Lai Temple[image: External link] in Hacienda Heights, California[image: External link].[31] In an interview on NBC's Today[image: External link] the following year, Gore said, "I did not know that it was a fund-raiser. I knew it was a political event, and I knew there were finance people that were going to be present, and so that alone should have told me, 'This is inappropriate and this is a mistake; don't do this.' And I take responsibility for that. It was a mistake."[98] In March 1997, Gore had to explain phone calls which he made to solicit funds for Democratic Party for the 1996 election.[99] In a news conference, Gore stated that, "all calls that I made were charged to the Democratic National Committee. I was advised there was nothing wrong with that. My counsel tells me there is no controlling legal authority that says that is any violation of any law."[100] The phrase "no controlling legal authority" was criticized by columnist Charles Krauthammer[image: External link], who stated: "Whatever other legacies Al Gore leaves behind between now and retirement, he forever bequeaths this newest weasel word to the lexicon of American political corruption."[101] Robert Conrad Jr.[image: External link] was the head of a Justice Department task force appointed by Attorney General[image: External link] Janet Reno[image: External link] to investigate Gore's fund-raising controversies. In Spring 2000, Conrad asked Reno to appoint an independent counsel[image: External link] to continue the investigation. After looking into the matter, Reno judged that the appointment of an independent counsel was unwarranted.[102]

During the 1990s, Gore spoke out on a number of issues. In a 1992 speech on the Gulf War[image: External link], Gore stated that he twice attempted to get the U.S. government to pull the plug on support to Saddam Hussein, citing Hussein's use of poison gas, support of terrorism, and his burgeoning nuclear program, but was opposed both times by the Reagan and Bush administrations.[103] In the wake of the Al-Anfal Campaign[image: External link], during which Hussein staged deadly mustard and nerve gas attacks on Kurdish Iraqis, Gore cosponsored the Prevention of Genocide Act of 1988[image: External link], which would have cut all assistance to Iraq.[103] The bill was defeated in part due to intense lobbying of Congress by the Reagan-Bush White House and a veto threat from President Reagan.[103] In 1998, at a conference of APEC[image: External link] hosted by Malaysia[image: External link], Gore objected to the indictment, arrest and jailing of President Mahathir Mohammad[image: External link]'s longtime second-in-command Anwar Ibrahim[image: External link], a move which received a negative response from leaders there.[104] Ten years later, Gore again protested when Ibrahim was arrested a second time,[105] a decision condemned by Malaysian foreign minister Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim[image: External link].[105]

Soon afterwards, Gore also had to contend with the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link], involving an affair between President Clinton and an intern, Monica Lewinsky[image: External link]. Gore initially defended Clinton, whom he believed to be innocent, stating, "He is the president of the country! He is my friend [...] I want to ask you now, every single one of you, to join me in supporting him."[31] After Clinton was impeached[image: External link], Gore continued to defend him stating, "I've defined my job in exactly the same way for six years now [...] to do everything I can to help him be the best president possible."[31][81][82]
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Main article: Al Gore presidential campaign, 2000


See also: Bush v. Gore, Florida election recount, and Al Gore and information technology[image: External link]


There was talk of a potential run in the 2000 presidential race[image: External link] by Gore as early as January 1998.[106] Gore discussed the possibility of running during a March 9, 1999, interview with CNN's Late Edition with Wolf Blitzer[image: External link]. In response to Wolf Blitzer[image: External link]'s question: "Why should Democrats, looking at the Democratic nomination process, support you instead of Bill Bradley", Gore responded:


I'll be offering my vision when my campaign begins. And it will be comprehensive and sweeping. And I hope that it will be compelling enough to draw people toward it. I feel that it will be. But it will emerge from my dialogue with the American people. I've traveled to every part of this country during the last six years. During my service in the United States Congress, I took the initiative in creating the Internet. I took the initiative in moving forward a whole range of initiatives that have proven to be important to our country's economic growth and environmental protection, improvements in our educational system.[107]



Former UCLA professor of information studies[image: External link] Philip E. Agre[image: External link] and journalist Eric Boehlert[image: External link] argued that three articles in Wired News[image: External link] led to the creation of the widely spread urban legend[image: External link] that Gore claimed to have "invented the Internet", which followed this interview.[108][109][110][111] In addition, computer professionals and congressional colleagues argued in his defense. Internet pioneers Vint Cerf[image: External link] and Bob Kahn[image: External link] stated that "we don't think, as some people have argued, that Gore intended to claim he 'invented' the Internet. Moreover, there is no question in our minds that while serving as Senator, Gore's initiatives had a significant and beneficial effect on the still-evolving Internet."[53][109] Cerf would later state: "Al Gore had seen what happened with the National Interstate and Defense Highways Act of 1956[image: External link], which his father introduced as a military bill. It was very powerful. Housing went up, suburban boom happened, everybody became mobile. Al was attuned to the power of networking much more than any of his elective colleagues. His initiatives led directly to the commercialization of the Internet. So he really does deserve credit."[112] In a speech to the American Political Science Association, former Republican Speaker of the United States House of Representatives Newt Gingrich also stated: "In all fairness, it's something Gore had worked on a long time. Gore is not the Father of the Internet, but in all fairness, Gore is the person who, in the Congress, most systematically worked to make sure that we got to an Internet, and the truth is—and I worked with him starting in 1978 when I got [to Congress], we were both part of a "futures group"—the fact is, in the Clinton administration, the world we had talked about in the '80s began to actually happen."[113] Finally, Wolf Blitzer (who conducted the original 1999 interview) stated in 2008 that: "I didn't ask him about the Internet. I asked him about the differences he had with Bill Bradley [...] Honestly, at the time, when he said it, it didn't dawn on me that this was going to have the impact that it wound up having, because it was distorted to a certain degree and people said they took what he said, which was a carefully phrased comment about taking the initiative and creating the Internet to—I invented the Internet. And that was the sort of shorthand, the way his enemies projected it and it wound up being a devastating setback to him and it hurt him, as I'm sure he acknowledges to this very day."[114]

Gore himself would later poke fun at the controversy. In 2000, while on the Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link] he read Letterman's Top 10 List[image: External link] (which for this show was called, "Top Ten Rejected Gore – Lieberman Campaign Slogans") to the audience. Number nine on the list was: "Remember, America, I gave you the Internet, and I can take it away!"[115] In 2005 when Gore was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award "for three decades of contributions to the Internet" at the Webby Awards[image: External link][116][117] he joked in his acceptance speech (limited to five words according to Webby Awards rules): "Please don't recount this vote." He was introduced by Vint Cerf who used the same format to joke: "We all invented the Internet." Gore, who was then asked to add a few more words to his speech, stated: "It is time to reinvent the Internet for all of us to make it more robust and much more accessible and use it to reinvigorate our democracy."[117]

Gore formally announced his candidacy for president in a speech on June 16, 1999, in Carthage, Tennessee[image: External link], with his major theme being the need to strengthen the American family.[118] He was introduced by his eldest daughter, Karenna Gore Schiff[image: External link].[118] In making the speech, Gore also distanced himself from Bill Clinton, who he stated had lied to him.[118] Gore was "briefly interrupted" by AIDS protesters claiming Gore was working with the pharmaceutical industry to prevent access to generic medicines for poor nations and chanting "Gore's greed kills."[118] Additional speeches were also interrupted by the protesters. Gore responded, "I love this country. I love the First Amendment[image: External link] [...] Let me say in response to those who may have chosen an inappropriate way to make their point, that actually the crisis of AIDS in Africa is one that should command the attention of people in the United States and around the world." Gore also issued a statement saying that he supported efforts to lower the cost of the AIDS drugs, provided that they "are done in a way consistent with international agreements."[119][120]

While Bill Clinton's job-approval ratings were around 60%, an April 1999 study by the Pew Research Center for the People found that respondents suffered from "Clinton fatigue" where they were "tired of all the problems associated with the Clinton administration" including the Lewinsky scandal and impeachment. Texas Governor and likely Republican presidential nominee George W. Bush was leading Gore 54% to 41% in polls during that time. Gore's advisers believed that the "Lewinsky scandal and Bill's past womanizing...alienated independent voters—especially the soccer moms[image: External link], who stood for traditional values[image: External link]". Consequently, Gore's presidential campaign "veered too far in differentiating himself from Bill and his record and had difficulty taking advantage of the Clinton administration's legitimate successes". In addition, Hillary's candidacy for the open Senate seat in New York exacerbated the "three-way tensions evident in the White House since 1993", as "not only was Hillary unavailable as a campaigner, she was poaching top Democratic fund-raisers and donors who would normally concentrate on the vice president". In one instance "Hillary insisted on being invited [to a Los Angeles fundraiser for the vice president]—over the objections of the event's organizers", where the First Lady "shocked the vice president's supporters by soliciting donations for herself in front of Tipper".[81]

Gore faced an early challenge by former New Jersey senator Bill Bradley.[118] Bradley was the only candidate to oppose Gore and was considered a "fresh face" for the White House.[121][122] Gore challenged Bradley to a series of debates which took the form of "town hall" meetings.[123] Gore went on the offensive during these debates leading to a drop in the polls for Bradley.[124][125] In the Iowa caucus the unions pledged their support to Gore, despite Bradley spending heavily in that state, and Bradley was much embarrassed by his two to one defeat there. Gore went on to capture the New Hampshire primary 53-47%, which had been a must-win state for Bradley. Gore then swept all of the primaries on Super Tuesday while Bradley finished a distant second in each state. On March 9, 2000, after failing to win any of the first 20 primaries and caucuses in the election process, Bradley withdrew his campaign and endorsed Gore. Gore eventually went on to win every primary and caucus and, in March 2000 even won the first primary election ever held over the Internet, the Arizona Presidential Primary.[126] By then, he secured the Democratic nomination.[127]

On August 13, 2000, Gore announced that he had selected Senator Joe Lieberman of Connecticut as his vice presidential running mate. Lieberman became "the first person of the Jewish faith[image: External link] to run for the nation's second-highest office." Many pundits saw Gore's choice of Lieberman as further distancing him from the scandals of the Clinton White House.[128] Gore's daughter, Karenna, together with her father's former Harvard roommate Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link],[129] officially nominated Gore as the Democratic presidential candidate during the 2000 Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, California[image: External link].[130] Gore accepted his party's nomination and spoke about the major themes of his campaign, stating in particular his plan to extend Medicare to pay for prescription drugs[image: External link] and to work for a sensible universal health-care[image: External link] system.[130] Soon after the convention, Gore hit the campaign trail with running mate Joe Lieberman. Gore and Bush were deadlocked in the polls.[131] Gore and Bush participated in three televised debates. While both sides claimed victory after each, Gore was critiqued as either too stiff, too reticent, or too aggressive in contrast to Bush.[132][133]
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 Recount




On election night, news networks first called Florida for Gore, later retracted the projection, and then called Florida for Bush, before finally retracting that projection as well.[134] Florida's Republican[image: External link] Secretary of State[image: External link], Katherine Harris, eventually certified Florida's vote count.[135] This led to the Florida election recount, a move to further examine the Florida results.[136]

The Florida recount was stopped a few weeks later by the U.S. Supreme Court. In the ruling, Bush v. Gore, the Justices held that the Florida recount was unconstitutional and that no constitutionally valid recount could be completed by the December 12 deadline, effectively ending the recounts. This 7–2 vote ruled that the standards the Florida Supreme Court provided for a recount were unconstitutional due to violations of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], and further ruled 5–4 that no constitutionally valid recount could be completed by the December 12 deadline. This case ordered an end to recounting underway in selected Florida counties, effectively giving George W. Bush a 537[137] vote victory in Florida and consequently Florida's 25 electoral votes[image: External link] and the presidency.[138] The results of the decision led to Gore winning the popular vote[image: External link] by approximately 500,000 votes nationwide, but receiving 266 electoral votes to Bush's 271 (one District of Columbia[image: External link] elector abstained).[139] On December 13, 2000, Gore conceded the election.[140] Gore strongly disagreed with the Court's decision, but in his concession speech stated that, "for the sake of our unity as a people and the strength of our democracy, I offer my concession."[141]
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 Post-Vice Presidency




After maintaining an informal public distance for eight years, Bill Clinton and Gore reunited for the media in August 2009 after Clinton arranged for the release of two journalists who were being held hostage in North Korea[image: External link]. The two women were employees of Gore's Current TV[image: External link].[142]
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 Criticism of Bush




Beginning in late 2002, Gore began to publicly criticize the Bush administration. In a September 23, 2002, speech given before the Commonwealth Club of California[image: External link], Gore criticized President George W. Bush and Congress for the rush to war prior to the outbreak of hostilities in Iraq. He compared this decision to the Persian Gulf War[image: External link] (which Gore had voted for) stating, "Back in 1991, I was one of a handful of Democrats in the United States Senate to vote in favor of the resolution endorsing the Persian Gulf War [...] But look at the differences between the resolution that was voted on in 1991 and the one this administration is proposing that the Congress vote on in 2002. The circumstances are really completely different. To review a few of them briefly: in 1991, Iraq had crossed an international border, invaded a neighboring sovereign nation and annexed its territory. Now by contrast in 2002, there has been no such invasion."[143][144] In a speech given in 2004, during the presidential election[image: External link], Gore accused George W. Bush of betraying the country by using the 9/11 attacks[image: External link] as a justification for the invasion of Iraq.[145] The next year, Gore gave a speech which covered many topics, including what he called "religious zealots" who claim special knowledge of God's will in American politics. Gore stated: "They even claim that those of us who disagree with their point of view are waging war against people of faith."[146] After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Gore chartered two planes to evacuate 270 people from New Orleans[image: External link] and criticized the Bush administration's response to the hurricane.[147] In 2006, Gore criticized Bush's use of domestic wiretaps[image: External link] without a warrant.[148] One month later, in a speech given at the Jeddah Economic Forum[image: External link], Gore criticized the treatment of Arabs[image: External link] in the U.S. after 9/11 stating, "Unfortunately there have been terrible abuses and it's wrong [...] I do want you to know that it does not represent the desires or wishes or feelings of the majority of the citizens of my country."[149] Gore's 2007 book, The Assault on Reason[image: External link], is an analysis of what Gore refers to as the "emptying out of the marketplace of ideas[image: External link]" in civic discourse during the Bush administration. He attributes this phenomenon to the influence of television and argues that it endangers American democracy. By contrast, Gore argues, the Internet can revitalize and ultimately "redeem the integrity of representative democracy."[150] In 2008, Gore argued against the ban of same-sex marriage on his Current TV website, stating, "I think that gay men and women ought to have the same rights as heterosexual men and women to make contracts, have hospital visiting rights, and join together in marriage."[151] In a 2009 interview with CNN, Gore commented on former Vice President Dick Cheney's criticism of the Obama administration. Referring to his own previous criticism of the Bush administrations, Gore stated: "I waited two years after I left office to make statements that were critical, and then of the policy [...] You know, you talk about somebody that shouldn't be talking about making the country less safe, invading a country that did not attack us and posed no serious threat to us at all."[152]

While Gore has criticized Bush for his Katrina response,he has not spoken publicly about his part in the evacuation of 270 patients on September 3 & 4, 2005, from Charity Hospital in New Orleans to Tennessee. On September 1, Gore was contacted by Charity Hospital's Neurosurgeon Dr. David Kline,who had operated on his son Albert, through Greg Simon of FasterCures[image: External link]. Kline informed Gore and Simon of the desperate conditions at the hospital and asked Gore and Simon to arrange relief. On Gore's personal financial commitment, two airlines each provided a plane with one flight latter underwritten by Larry Flax[image: External link]. The flights were flown by volunteer airline crews and medically staffed by Gore's cousin, retired Col. Dar LaFon, and family physician Dr. Anderson Spickard and were accompanied by Gore and Albert III. Gore used his political influence to expedite landing rights in New Orleans.[147][153][154]
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 Presidential run speculation




Gore was a speculated candidate for the 2004 Presidential Election[image: External link] (a bumper sticker, "Re-elect Gore in 2004!" was popular).[155] On December 16, 2002, however, Gore announced that he would not run in 2004.[156] Despite Gore taking himself out of the race, a handful of his supporters formed a national campaign to draft[image: External link] him into running. One observer concluded it was "Al Gore who has the best chance to defeat the incumbent president", noting that "of the 43 Presidents, only three have been direct descendents of former Presidents:" John Quincy Adams, Benjamin Harrison, and George W. Bush, that "all three won the office only after... anomalies in the Electoral College[image: External link]", that the first two were defeated for re-election in a populist backlash, and finally that "the men who first lost to the presidential progeny and then beat them" (i.e. Andrew Jackson and Grover Cleveland) "each won a sort of immortality—having his image placed on a unit of US currency", and that Gore should answer this call of history.[157] The draft movement, however, failed to convince Gore to run.[158]

The prospect of a Gore candidacy arose again between 2006 and early 2008 in light of the upcoming 2008 presidential election[image: External link]. Although Gore frequently stated that he had "no plans to run", he did not reject the possibility of future involvement in politics which led to speculation that he might run.[159][160][161] This was due in part to his increased popularity after the release of the 2006 documentary, An Inconvenient Truth.[162] The director of the film, Davis Guggenheim[image: External link], stated that after the release of the film, "Everywhere I go with him, they treat him like a rock star."[163] After An Inconvenient Truth was nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link], Donna Brazile[image: External link] (Gore's campaign chairwoman from his 2000 campaign) speculated that Gore might announce a possible presidential candidacy during the Oscars.[164] During the 79th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony, Gore and actor Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link] shared the stage to speak about the " greening[image: External link]" of the ceremony itself. Gore began to give a speech that appeared to be leading up to an announcement that he would run for president. However, background music drowned him out and he was escorted offstage, implying that it was a rehearsed gag, which he later acknowledged.[165][166] After An Inconvenient Truth won the Academy Award for Best Documentary[image: External link], speculation increased about a possible presidential run.[167] Gore's popularity was indicated in polls which showed that even without running, he was coming in second or third among possible Democratic candidates Hillary Clinton[image: External link], Barack Obama, and John Edwards[image: External link].[168] Grassroots[image: External link] draft[image: External link] campaigns also developed with the hope that they could encourage Gore to run.[169][170][171] Gore, however, remained firm in his decision and declined to run for the presidency.[172]

Interest in having Gore run for the 2016 Presidential election[image: External link] arose in 2014 and again in 2015, although he did not declare any intention to do so.[173][174]
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 Involvement in presidential campaigns




After announcing he would not run in the 2004 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Gore endorsed Vermont governor[image: External link] Howard Dean[image: External link] in December 2003, weeks before the first primary of the election cycle.[175] He was criticized for this endorsement by eight Democratic contenders particularly since he did not endorse his former running mate Joe Lieberman (Gore preferred Dean over Lieberman because Lieberman supported the Iraq War and Gore did not).[49][176][177] Dean's campaign soon became a target of attacks and eventually failed, with Gore's early endorsement being credited as a factor. In The New York Times, Dean stated: "I actually do think the endorsement of Al Gore began the decline." The Times further noted that "Dean instantly amplified his statement to indicate that the endorsement from Mr. Gore, a powerhouse of the establishment, so threatened the other Democratic candidates that they began the attacks on his candidacy that helped derail it."[178] Dean's former campaign manager, Joe Trippi[image: External link], also stated that after Gore's endorsement of Dean, "alarm bells went off in every newsroom in the country, in every other campaign in the country", indicating that if something did not change, Dean would be the nominee.[179] Later, in March 2004, Gore endorsed John Kerry and gave Kerry $6 million in funds left over from his own unsuccessful 2000 bid.[180] Gore also opened the 2004 Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[181]

During the 2008 primaries[image: External link], Gore remained neutral toward all of the candidates[182] which led to speculation that he would come out of a brokered 2008 Democratic National Convention as a "compromise candidate" if the party decided it could not nominate one.[183][184] Gore responded by stating that these events would not take place because a candidate would be nominated through the primary process.[185][186] Senator Ted Kennedy had urged Gore to endorse Senator Barack Obama though Gore declined.[82] When Obama became the presumptive Democratic nominee for president on June 3, 2008, speculation began that Gore might be tapped for the vice presidency.[187][188] On June 16, 2008, one week after Hillary Clinton had suspended her campaign, Gore endorsed Obama in a speech given in Detroit, Michigan[image: External link][189][190][191] which renewed speculation of an Obama-Gore ticket.[192] Gore stated, however, that he was not interested in being Vice President again.[193][194][195][196] On the timing and nature of Gore's endorsement, some argued that Gore waited because he did not want to repeat his calamitous early endorsement of Howard Dean[image: External link] during the 2004 Presidential Election[image: External link].[197][198] On the final night of the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], shortly before Obama delivered his acceptance address, Gore gave a speech offering his full support.[199][200] Such support led to new speculation after Obama was elected President during the 2008 Presidential election[image: External link] that Gore would be named a member of the Obama administration. This speculation was enhanced by a meeting held between Obama, Gore, and Joe Biden in Chicago[image: External link] on December 9, 2008. However, Democratic officials and Gore's spokeswoman stated that during the meeting the only subject under discussion was the climate crisis, and Gore would not be joining the Obama administration.[201][202] On December 19, 2008, Gore described Obama's environmental administrative choices of Carol Browner[image: External link], Steven Chu[image: External link], and Lisa Jackson[image: External link] as "an exceptional team to lead the fight against the climate crisis."[203]

Gore repeated his neutrality eight years later during the Democratic presidential primaries of 2016[image: External link] until endorsing Hillary Clinton on July 25, 2016, the first day of that year's Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[204] Gore appeared with her at a rally on Miami Dade College's Kendall Campus on October 11, 2016.[205][206]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Environmentalism




Main article: Environmental activism of Al Gore[image: External link]


Gore has been involved with environmental issues since 1976, when as a freshman congressman, he held the "first congressional hearings on the climate change, and co-sponsor[ed] hearings on toxic waste and global warming."[59][60] He continued to speak on the topic throughout the 1980s,[61] and is still prevalent in the environmental community. He was known as one of the Atari Democrats[image: External link], later called the "Democrats' Greens, politicians who see issues like clean air, clean water and global warming as the key to future victories for their party."[62][207]

In 1990, Senator Gore presided over a three-day conference with legislators from over 42 countries which sought to create a Global Marshall Plan[image: External link], "under which industrial nations would help less developed countries grow economically while still protecting the environment."[208] In the late 1990s, Gore strongly pushed for the passage of the Kyoto Protocol, which called for reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.[209][210] He was opposed by the Senate, which passed unanimously (95–0) the Byrd–Hagel Resolution[image: External link] (S. Res. 98),[96] which stated the sense of the Senate was that the United States should not be a signatory to any protocol that did not include binding targets and timetables for developing as well as industrialized nations or "would result in serious harm to the economy of the United States".[211]

In 2004, he co-launched Generation Investment Management[image: External link], a company for which he serves as Chair. A few years later, Gore also founded The Alliance for Climate Protection[image: External link], an organization which eventually founded the We Campaign[image: External link]. Gore also became a partner in the venture capital firm, Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers[image: External link], heading that firm's climate change solutions group.[2][3] He also helped to organize the Live Earth[image: External link] benefit concerts.[212]

In 2013, Gore became a vegan[image: External link].[213] He had earlier admitted that "it's absolutely correct that the growing meat intensity of diets across the world is one of the issues connected to this global crisis – not only because of the [carbon dioxide] involved, but also because of the water consumed in the process"[214] and some speculate that his adoption of the new diet is related to his environmentalist stance.[214] In a 2014 interview, Gore said "Over a year ago I changed my diet to a vegan diet, really just to experiment to see what it was like. ... I felt better, so I've continued with it and I'm likely to continue it for the rest of my life."[215]

At the 2017 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link], Gore released An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power[image: External link], a sequel to his 2006 film, An Inconvenient Truth, which documents his continuing efforts to battle climate change.[216]

A "Climate and Health Summit" which was originally going to be held by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link], was cancelled without warning in late January, 2017.[217] A few days later, Gore revived the summit, which he will hold without the CDC.[218]
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 Criticism




Gore's involvement in environmental issues has been criticized[image: External link]. For example, he has been labeled a "carbon billionaire" and accused of profiting from his advocacy;[219] a charge which he has denied,[220] by saying, among other things, that he has not been "working on this issue for 30 years... because of greed".[219] A conservative Washington D.C. think tank, and a Republican member of Congress, among others, have claimed that Gore has a conflict-of-interest for advocating for taxpayer subsidies of green-energy technologies in which he has a personal investment.[220][221] Additionally, he has been criticized for his above-average energy consumption in using private jets, and in owning multiple, very large homes,[222] one of which was reported in 2007 as using high amounts of electricity.[223][224] Gore's spokesperson responded by stating that the Gores use renewable energy[image: External link] which is more expensive than regular energy and that the Tennessee house in question has been retrofitted to make it more energy-efficient.[225][226]

Data in An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link] have been questioned. In a 2007 court case[image: External link], a British judge said that while he had "no doubt ...the film was broadly accurate" and its "four main scientific hypotheses ...are supported by a vast quantity of research",[227] he upheld nine of a "long schedule" of alleged errors presented to the court. He ruled that the film could be shown to schoolchildren in the UK if guidance notes given to teachers were amended to balance out the film's one-sided political views. Gore's spokeswoman responded in 2007 that the court had upheld the film's fundamental thesis and its use as an educational tool.[228] In 2009, Gore described the British court ruling as being "in my favor."[229]

In the late 1980s and 1990s, Gore was criticized for his involvement in asking the EPA[image: External link] for less strict pollution controls for the Pigeon River[image: External link].[230]

Organizations including People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link] (PETA) criticized Gore for not advocating vegetarianism[image: External link] as a way for individuals to reduce their carbon footprint[image: External link].[231] Gore agreed that meat production contributes to increased carbon emissions[image: External link], but did not want to "go quite as far as ... saying everybody should become a vegetarian".[232] He said that although he was not a vegetarian, he had "cut back sharply" on his consumption of meat.[232]

When asked by Bjørn Lomborg[image: External link] to debate whether spending on health and education should take priority over limiting carbon emissions, Gore responded that he would not debate because the "scientific community has gone through this chapter and verse. We have long since passed the time when we should pretend this is a 'on the one hand, on the other hand' issue ... It's not a matter of theory or conjecture."[233]
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 Meeting with Ivanka and Donald Trump




President-elect Donald Trump's daughter, Ivanka[image: External link], reported that she intended to make climate change one of her signature issues, while her father served as President of the United States. She therefore contacted Al Gore, and he met with her and her father on December 5, 2016, at Trump Tower.[234] Following his visit, Gore spoke briefly to the media standing outside the elevator of Trump Tower. Gore related that: "I had a lengthy and very productive session with the president-elect. It was a sincere search for areas of common ground. I had a meeting beforehand with Ivanka Trump. The bulk of the time was with the president-elect, Donald Trump. I found it an extremely interesting conversation, and to be continued, and I'm just going to leave it at that."[235] This was a significant milestone, as Trump once tweeted[image: External link] that "[t]he concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive."[236]
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 Awards and honors




Main article: List of awards received by Al Gore[image: External link]


Gore is the recipient of a number of awards, including the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] (together with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change[image: External link]) in 2007,[237][238][239] a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] for Current TV[image: External link] in 2007, a Webby Award[image: External link] in 2005 and the Prince of Asturias Award[image: External link] in 2007 for International Cooperation. He also starred in the 2006 documentary An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link], which won an Academy Award for Best Documentary[image: External link] in 2007 and wrote the book An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What We Can Do About It[image: External link], which won a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link] in 2009.[8][240]

President Obama praised Gore for advancing the cause of peace.[241]
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John Quincy Adams






For his grandson with the same name, see John Quincy Adams II[image: External link].

"Quincy Adams" redirects here. For the rapid transit train station in Quincy, Massachusetts, see Quincy Adams (MBTA station)[image: External link].

John Quincy Adams ( i[image: External link]/'kwInzi /[image: External link];[a] July 11, 1767 – February 23, 1848) was an American statesman who served as a diplomat, United States Senator, member of the House of Representatives, and was the sixth President of the United States[image: External link] from 1825 to 1829. He was a member of the Federalist[image: External link], Democratic-Republican[image: External link], National Republican[image: External link], and later the Anti-Masonic[image: External link] and Whig[image: External link] parties. He was the son of President John Adams and Abigail Adams[image: External link] and thus contributed to the formation of the Adams political family[image: External link].

Adams shaped U.S. foreign policy using his ardently nationalist commitment to U.S. republican values[image: External link]. As a diplomat, Adams played an important role in negotiating key treaties, most notably the Treaty of Ghent[image: External link], which ended the War of 1812[image: External link]. As Secretary of State, he negotiated with Britain[image: External link] over the United States' northern border with Canada, negotiated with Spain the annexation of Florida[image: External link], and drafted the Monroe Doctrine[image: External link]. Historians generally concur that he was one of the greatest diplomats and secretaries of state in American history.[2][3] In his biography, Samuel Flagg Bemis[image: External link] argues that Adams was able to "gather together, formulate, and practice the fundamentals of American foreign-policy – self-determination, independence, noncolonization, nonintervention, nonentanglement in European politics, Freedom of the Seas, [and] freedom of commerce."[4]

Adams was elected president in a close and controversial four-way contest in 1824[image: External link]. As president he sought to modernize the American economy[image: External link] and promote education. Adams enacted a part of his agenda and paid off much of the national debt[image: External link].[5] However, he was stymied time and again by a Congress controlled by opponents, and his lack of patronage networks helped politicians sabotage him. He lost his 1828 bid for re-election[image: External link] to Andrew Jackson. He has been portrayed by recent historians as an exemplar and moral leader during an era of modernization, when new modes of communication spread messages of religious revival, social reform, and party politics, and improved transportation moved goods, money, and people more rapidly.[6] Historians have in the aggregate ranked Adams as the 21st most successful president.

After leaving office, he was elected as U.S. Representative from Massachusetts in 1830, serving for the last 17 years of his life with greater acclaim than he had achieved as president. Animated by his growing revulsion against slavery[image: External link], Adams became a leading opponent of the Slave Power[image: External link]. Adams predicted the Union's dissolution over slavery, and in such a case, felt the president could abolish slavery by using his war powers[image: External link].[7] Adams also became a critic of the annexation of Texas[image: External link] and the Mexican-American War[image: External link], which he saw as an aggressive war for territory.
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 Early life, education, and early career




John Quincy Adams was born on July 11, 1767, to John Adams and his wife Abigail[image: External link] (née Smith) in a part of Braintree[image: External link] Massachusetts[image: External link] that is now Quincy[image: External link].[8] He was named for his mother's maternal grandfather, Colonel John Quincy[image: External link], after whom Quincy, Massachusetts, is named.[9] Young Adams was educated by private tutors – his cousin James Thaxter and his father's law clerk, Nathan Rice.[10] He soon began to exhibit his literary skills in 1779, when he initiated a diary which he kept until just before he died in 1848.[11] The diary comprised an unprecedented fifty volumes, representing one of the most extensive and widely cited collections of first-hand information about the early republic.[5]

Much of Adams' youth was spent accompanying his father overseas. He accompanied his father on diplomatic missions to France[image: External link] from 1778 until 1779 and to the Netherlands[image: External link] from 1780 until 1782.[5] Adams acquired an education at institutions such as Leiden University[image: External link]. He matriculated in Leiden on January 10, 1781.[12][13] For nearly three years, beginning at the age of 14, he accompanied Francis Dana[image: External link] as a secretary on a mission to Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia[image: External link], to obtain recognition of the new United States. He spent time in Finland[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link], and Denmark[image: External link] and, in 1804, published a travel report on Silesia[image: External link].[14] During these years overseas, Adams became fluent in French and Dutch and became familiar with German[image: External link] and other European languages.

Though Adams enjoyed Europe, he and his family decided he needed to return to the United States to complete his education and eventually launch a political career.[15] He entered Harvard College[image: External link], graduated in 1787 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and was elected by Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link].[5] Adams, mainly with the influence of his father, had excelled in classical studies and reached fluency in Latin and Greek. Upon entering Harvard he had already translated Virgil, Horace, Plutarch, and Aristotle[16] and within six months memorized his Greek grammar and translated the New Testament.[17] After graduating from Harvard, he studied law[image: External link] with Theophilus Parsons[image: External link] in Newburyport, Massachusetts[image: External link] from 1787 to 1789.[18] He earned a Master of Arts[image: External link] from Harvard in 1790, was admitted to the bar[image: External link] in 1791, and began practicing law[image: External link] in Boston[image: External link].[5]
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Adams initially won national recognition when he published a series of articles supporting Washington's decision to keep America out of the growing hostilities surrounding the French Revolution[image: External link].[5] Soon after, George Washington appointed Adams, age 26, minister to the Netherlands[image: External link] in 1793. He preferred his quiet life of reading in Massachusetts, but yielded to his father's persuasion to take it. On his way to the Netherlands, he delivered a set of documents to John Jay[image: External link], who was negotiating the Jay Treaty[image: External link]; after spending some time with Jay, Adams wrote home to his father, in support of the emerging treaty, because he thought America should stay out of European affairs. Historian Paul Nagel[image: External link] has noted that this letter ultimately reached Washington, and that parts of it were used by Washington when drafting his farewell address[image: External link].[5]

While going back and forth between The Hague and London, he met and proposed to his future wife, Louisa Catherine Johnson[image: External link]. Though he wanted to return to private life at the end of his appointment, Washington named him minister to Portugal[image: External link] in 1796, where he was soon assigned to the Berlin Legation. Though his talents were far greater than his desire to serve, he was finally convinced to remain in public service when he learned how highly Washington regarded his abilities.[5]

Washington called Adams "the most valuable of America's officials abroad," and Nagel believes that it was at this time that Adams came to terms with a future of public service.[5] While abroad, Adams continued to urge neutrality, arguing that the United States would benefit economically by staying out of the ongoing French Revolutionary Wars[image: External link].[19]

He became a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] in 1797.[20] When the elder Adams became president, he appointed his son in 1797 as Minister to Prussia[image: External link] at Washington's urging.[21] There Adams signed the renewal of the very liberal Prussian-American Treaty of Amity and Commerce after negotiations with Prussian Foreign Minister Count Karl-Wilhelm Finck von Finckenstein[image: External link]. He served at that post until 1801, when Thomas Jefferson took office as president.[22]

While serving abroad, in 1797 Adams also married Louisa Catherine Johnson, the daughter of a poor American merchant, in a ceremony at the church of All Hallows-by-the-Tower[image: External link], London[image: External link]. Adams is the first president to marry a first lady born outside of the United States, and this did not recur until President Donald Trump assumed office in 2017, with Melania Trump[image: External link] as first lady.[23]
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On his return to the United States, Adams was appointed a Commissioner of Monetary Affairs in Boston by a Federal District Judge, but this was rescinded by Thomas Jefferson. He again tried his hand as an attorney, but soon entered politics; he was elected a member of the Massachusetts State Senate in April 1802. In November of that same year he ran unsuccessfully as a Federalist for the United States House of Representatives.[24]

The Massachusetts state legislature, then referred to as the Massachusetts General Court[image: External link], in 1803 elected Adams as a Federalist to the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1808, at which time he broke with the Federalist Party. Adams as a senator had supported the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] and Jefferson's Embargo Act[image: External link], which made him very unpopular with that party. The Federalist-controlled Massachusetts Legislature chose a replacement for Adams on June 3, 1808, several months early. On June 8, Adams renounced his membership in the party, resigned his Senate seat, and became a Republican.[25]
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 Harvard professor




While a member of the Senate, Adams also served as a professor of logic at Brown University[image: External link].[26] Disowned by the Federalists and not fully accepted by the Republicans[image: External link], he then accepted the Boylston Professorship of Rhetoric and Oratory at Harvard, and used this as a platform; he assumed this position in 1805 after declining the presidency of Harvard[image: External link]. Adams' devotion to classical rhetoric shaped his response to public issues. He remained inspired by those rhetorical ideals long after the neo-classicalism and deferential politics of the founding generation were eclipsed by the commercial ethos and mass democracy of the Jacksonian Era. Many of Adams' idiosyncratic positions were rooted in his abiding devotion to the Ciceronian ideal of the citizen-orator "speaking well" to promote the welfare of the polis.[27] He was also influenced by the classical republican ideal of civic eloquence espoused by British philosopher David Hume[image: External link].[28] Adams adapted these classical republican ideals of public oratory to the American debate, viewing its multilevel political structure as ripe for "the renaissance of Demosthenic eloquence." His Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratory (1810) looks at the fate of ancient oratory, the necessity of liberty for it to flourish, and its importance as a unifying element for a new nation of diverse cultures and beliefs. Just as civic eloquence failed to gain popularity in Britain, in the United States interest faded in the second decade of the 19th century as the "public spheres of heated oratory" disappeared in favor of the private sphere.[29]
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 First U.S. minister to Russia




President James Madison appointed Adams as the first United States Minister to Russia[image: External link] in 1809. Though Adams had only recently broken with the Federalist Party, his support of Jefferson's foreign policy had earned him goodwill with the Madison Administration.[30] After resigning his post at Harvard, Adams and his wife Louisa boarded a merchant ship in Boston on Aug. 5, 1809. Their youngest son was with them during the long and tedious voyage to St. Petersburg which was temporarily interrupted outside the southern coast of Norway[31] due to the Gunboat War[image: External link]. They were at first boarded by a British officer who examined their papers and then, later that day, by a Norwegian[image: External link] officer who ordered the ship to Christiansand[image: External link]. In Christiansand, Adams discovered thirty-eight U.S. vessels had been detained by the Norwegians[image: External link] and determined to gain the release of both ships and crew as soon as possible. The voyage to St. Petersburg resumed but was once again stopped by a British squadron. Adams showed his commission to Admiral Albermarle Bertie[image: External link], the commander of the Squadron who recognized Adams as an ambassador. Because of the many delays, the Adamses did not arrive in St. Petersburg until October 23, 1809.[32]

Count Nikolay Rumyantsev[image: External link], Chancellor of the empire, formally received Adams, and requested a copy of his credential letter. Romanzoff assured Adams that his appointment pleased him personally. Adams' presentation to the emperor was postponed, however, because of the temporary indisposition of Alexander I[image: External link]. Rumyantsev immediately invited Adams to a diplomatic dinner which included the French ambassador, Armand Augustin Louis de Caulaincourt[image: External link], Duke of Vicenza, numerous foreign ministers then at the Russian Court, and many of the nobility. This was the same mansion where Adams had dined in 1781, as secretary of Francis Dana.[32]

Tsar Alexander I received Adams alone in his cabinet where he expressed his pleasure at Adams' appointment. Adams told Alexander that "the president of the United States had desired him to express the hope that his mission would be considered as a proof of respect for the person and character of his majesty, as an acknowledgment of the many testimonies of good-will he had already given to the United States, and of a desire to strengthen commercial relations between them and his provinces." Alexander replied, that, "in everything depending on him, he should be happy to contribute to the increase of their friendly relations; that it was his wish to establish a just system of maritime rights, and that he should adhere invariably to those he had declared." After these official diplomatic greetings, Alexander and Adams discussed several other issues such as the policies of the different European powers, trade and commerce, and other mutually beneficial prospects, and that Russia and U.S. could be very useful to each other.[32]

Adams urged Rumyantsev to ask Alexander to act on behalf of the United States in securing the release of the American sailors and ships being held by the Danish. The Tsar ordered the Chancellor to request the release of the American property as soon as possible, which the Danish government complied with. Adams spent a great deal of time securing the release of American vessels and seamen from various "seizures and sequestrations."[32]

In 1811, Adams received a commission from the Secretary of State to serve as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States; he promptly declined and remained in St. Petersburg. In 1812, Adams witnessed and reported the news of Napoleon's invasion of Russia[image: External link] and the latter's disastrous retreat. Also in 1812, Rumyantsev asked if he should request Alexander to mediate a pacification of hostilities between the United States and Great Britain. The U.S. accepted the offer and in July 1813, two associates of Adams, Albert Gallatin[image: External link] and James A. Bayard[image: External link] arrived in St. Petersburg to begin negotiations under mediation by Alexander. Gallatin was at that time Secretary of Treasury and the Senate rejected his appointment to the diplomatic mission as unconstitutional. However, this rejection did not occur until after Gallatin and Bayard had left for St. Petersburg. In September, Lord William Cathcart[image: External link] delivered a British message to Alexander explaining their reasons for declining the mediation. Thus ended President Madison's hope that Alexander could end the war.[33]

Louisa Adams served an invaluable role as wife-of-diplomat, becoming a favorite of the czar and making up for her husband's utter lack of charm.[34] However, Adams was personally well liked by the Russian Court and often would be met on walks by Alexander. The Tsar asked Adams if he would be taking a house in the country over the summer. When Adams hesitated, the emperor stated with good humor that perhaps it was a financial consideration and Adams was able to respond in kind that it indeed was in large part. Adams was a man who endeavored to live within the means provided by the American government.[35]
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 Minister to the Court of St. James's




In 1814, Adams was recalled from Russia to serve as chief negotiator of the U.S. commission for the Treaty of Ghent[image: External link], which ended the War of 1812[image: External link] between the United States and United Kingdom. The United Kingdom's first peace offer in mid-1814 was unacceptable to the American delegation, as it included unfavorable terms such as the creation of an Indian barrier state[image: External link] out of parts of the northwestern United States. By November 1814, the government of Lord Liverpool[image: External link] decided to seek an end to hostilities with the U.S. on the basis of status quo ante bellum. Adams and his fellow commissioners had hoped for similar terms, though a return to the status quo would mean the continuation of British practice of impressment[image: External link], which had been a major cause of the war. The treaty was signed on December 24, 1814. The United States did not gain any concessions from the treaty, but could boast that it had survived a war against the strongest power in the world. Following the signing of the treaty, Adams traveled to Paris, where he witnessed first-hand the Hundred Days[image: External link] of Napoleon's restoration. During this period, Adams learned that President Madison had appointed him as the minister to the Court of St. James's[image: External link] ( Britain[image: External link]).[36]

Adams arrived in the Britain in May 1815.[37] In London, Adams was part of a U.S. Legation consisting of himself, two young secretaries and a small office in Craven Street, near Charing Cross[image: External link].[38] Since they were not particularly well paid, Adams and his wife Louisa lived in Ealing[image: External link], at that time a village in the countryside, in order to maintain the expensive carriages and liveries which social appearance demanded.[38] With the aid of Henry Clay[image: External link] and Albert Gallatin[image: External link], who had also been part of the U.S. commission at Ghent, Adams negotiated a limited trade agreement with Britain. Following the conclusion of the trade agreement, much of Adams's time as ambassador was spent helping stranded American sailors and prisoners of war. In April 1817, Adams received a letter from newly inaugurated President James Monroe, who offered Adams the role of Secretary of State. Having spent several years in Europe, Adams finally returned to the United States in August 1817.[39]
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 U.S. Secretary of State (1817–1825)




In pursuit of national unity, President Monroe decided a Northerner would be optimal for the position of Secretary of State, and he chose the respected and experienced Adams for the role.[40] Adams served as Secretary of State throughout Monroe's eight-year presidency, from 1817 to 1825. Taking office in the aftermath of the War of 1812, Adams thought that the country had been fortunate in avoiding territorial losses, and he prioritized avoiding another war with a European power, particularly Britain.[41] One of the major challenges confronting Adams was how to respond to the power vacuum in Latin America arising from Spain's weakness following the Peninsular War[image: External link].[42] Monroe and Adams agreed on most of the major foreign policy issues: both favored neutrality towards the Latin American wars of independence[image: External link], peace with Great Britain, denial of a trade agreement with the French, and expansion, peacefully if possible, into the North American territories of the Spanish Empire[image: External link].[43]

Adams had begun negotiations with Britain during his time as ambassador over several contentious issues that had not been solved by the War of 1812 or the Treaty of Ghent. In 1817, the two countries agreed to the Rush–Bagot Treaty[image: External link], which limited naval armaments on the Great Lakes[image: External link]. Negotiations between the two powers continued, resulting in the Treaty of 1818[image: External link], which defined the Canada–United States border[image: External link] west of the Great Lakes. The boundary was set at the 49th parallel[image: External link] to the Rocky Mountains[image: External link], while the territory to the west of the mountains (Oregon Country[image: External link]) would be jointly occupied. The agreement represented a turning point in United Kingdom–United States relations[image: External link], as the U.S. turned its attention to its southern and western borders and British fears over American expansionism waned.[44]

When Adams took office, Spanish possessions bordered the United States to the South and West. In the South, Spain retained control of Florida[image: External link], which the U.S. had long sought to purchase. Spain struggled to control the Native American[image: External link] tribes active in Florida, some of which raided U.S. territory. In the West, New Spain[image: External link] bordered the territory purchased by the U.S. in the Louisiana Purchase, but no clear boundary had been established between U.S. and Spanish territory.[41] After taking office, Adams began negotiations with Luis de Onís[image: External link], the Spanish minister to the United States, for the purchase of Florida and the settlement of a border between the U.S. and New Spain. Adams hoped to set the U.S. border at the Rio Grande River[image: External link], while the Spanish preferred that the border be set at the Mississippi River[image: External link]. The negotiations were interrupted by an escalation of the Seminole War[image: External link], and in December 1818 Monroe ordered General Andrew Jackson to enter Florida and retaliate against Seminoles[image: External link] that had raided Georgia. Exceeding his orders, Jackson defeated the Seminoles, but also captured the Spanish outposts of St. Marks and Pensacola[image: External link] and executed two Englishmen. While the rest of the cabinet was outraged by Jackson's actions, Adams defended them as necessary to self-defense and protected by international law, and Adams eventually convinced Monroe and most of the cabinet to support Jackson. After extended negotiations, the two powers agreed to the Adams–Onís Treaty[image: External link], in which Spain transferred Florida to the U.S. and the Sabine River[image: External link] was established as the western border of the United States. The treaty was ratified in February 1821.[45]

As the Spanish Empire continued to fracture during Monroe's second term, Adams and Monroe became increasingly concerned that the "Holy Alliance[image: External link]" (which consisted of Prussia[image: External link], Austria[image: External link], and Russia[image: External link]) would seek to bring Spain's erstwhile colonies under control. In 1822, following the conclusion of the Adams–Onís Treaty, the Monroe administration recognized the independence of several Latin American countries, including Argentina and Mexico. In 1823, British Foreign Secretary George Canning[image: External link] suggested that the U.S. and Britain should work together to preserve the independence of these fledgling republics. The cabinet debated whether or not to accept the offer, but Adams opposed it. Instead, Adams urged Monroe to publicly declare U.S. opposition to any European attempt to colonize or re-take control of territory in the Americas, while also committing the U.S. to neutrality with respect to European affairs. Adams wrote a draft for Monroe that stated these principles and also proclaimed U.S. support for republican principles. In his December 1823 annual message to Congress, Monroe laid out the Monroe Doctrine[image: External link], which was largely built upon Adams's ideas. The doctrine became one of the foundational principles of U.S. foreign policy[image: External link].[46]
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 1824 presidential election




Immediately upon becoming Secretary of State, Adams emerged as one of Monroe's most likely successors, as the last three presidents had all served in the role (although Jefferson also served as vice president) before taking office. As the 1824 election[image: External link] approached, Adams, Clay, Secretary of War John C. Calhoun[image: External link], and Secretary of the Treasury William H. Crawford[image: External link] positioned themselves to succeed Monroe. Adams felt that his own election as president would vindicate his father, while also allowing him to pursue an ambitious domestic policy. Though he lacked the charisma of his competitors, Adams was widely respected and benefited from the lack of other prominent Northerners.[47]

The Federalist Party had nearly collapsed in the aftermath of the War of 1812, and all of the major presidential candidates were members of Monroe's Democratic-Republican Party. As 1824 approached, Jackson jumped into the race, motivated in large part by his anger over Clay and Crawford's denunciations of his actions in Florida.[48] The congressional nominating caucus[image: External link] had decided upon previous presidential nominees, but it had become largely discredited. Candidates were instead nominated by state legislatures or nominating conventions, and Adams received the endorsement of several New England legislatures.[49] Seeing Jackson's strength, Calhoun dropped out of the presidential race and instead sought the vice presidency. The remaining candidates relied heavily on regional strength. Adams was popular in New England, Clay and Jackson were strong in the West, and Jackson and Crawford competed for the South, despite the latter's health problems. In the 1824 presidential election, no candidate won a majority of the electoral vote, necessitating a contingent election under the terms of the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link]. The House decided among the top three electoral vote winners, with each state's delegation having one vote. The top three electoral vote winners were Jackson, Adams, and Crawford; though Clay had also received electoral votes, he was not eligible to be selected by the House.[50]

Adams knew that his own victory in the contingent election would require the support of Clay, who besides being a presidential contender also had accumulated immense influence in the House and had thrice served as the body's speaker. In contrast with Clay, Crawford believed in a weak, limited federal government. Jackson's policy views were unclear, but Clay had been outraged by Jackson's actions in Florida, and he feared what Jackson would do in office. Clay's American System[image: External link] called for high tariffs[image: External link], federally-funded internal improvements[image: External link], and a national bank[image: External link], all of which were supported by Adams. Adams and Clay met prior to the contingent election, and Clay agreed to support Adams. In February 1825 Adams won the contingent election, taking thirteen of the twenty-four state delegations. After the election, many of Jackson's supporters claimed that Adams and Clay had reached a "Corrupt Bargain[image: External link]" in which Adams promised Clay the position of Secretary of State in return for Clay's support.[51]
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 Presidency (1825–1829)




Main article: Presidency of John Quincy Adams[image: External link]
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 Inauguration




Adams was inaugurated[image: External link] on March 4, 1825. He took the oath of office[image: External link] on a book of constitutional law[image: External link], instead of the more traditional Bible.[52] In his inaugural address, adopted a post-partisan tone, promising that he would avoid party-building and politically-motivated appointments. He also proposed an elaborate program of "internal improvements": roads, ports, and canals. Though some worried about the constitutionality of such federal projects, Adams argued that the General Welfare Clause[image: External link] provided for broad constitutional authority. While his predecessors had engaged in projects like the building of the National Road[image: External link], Adams promised that he would ask Congress to authorize many more such projects.[53]
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 Appointments
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 Administration and cabinet
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 Judiciary




Adams appointed[image: External link] one Justice to the Supreme Court of the United States and eleven judges to the United States district courts[image: External link]. The lone Supreme Court Justice, Robert Trimble[image: External link], served from May 1826 to his death in August 1828. Adams nominated John J. Crittenden[image: External link] to replace Trimble, but the Senate never voted on Crittenden's nomination.[54]
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 Domestic policies




In his 1825 annual message to Congress, Adams presented a comprehensive and ambitious agenda. He called for major investments in internal improvements as well as the creation of a national university, a naval academy, and a national astronomical observatory. Noting the healthy status of the treasury and the possibility for more revenue via land sales, Adams argued for the completion of several projects that were in various stages of construction or planning, including a road from Washington to New Orleans[image: External link].[55] However, Adams's programs faced opposition from various quarters. Many disagreed with his broad interpretation of the constitution, and favored stronger state governments at the expense of the federal government. Others disliked any government interference and were opposed to central planning.[56] Some in the South feared that Adams was secretly an abolitionist[image: External link] and that he sought to suborn the states to the federal government.[57]

Some of his proposals were adopted, specifically the extension of the Cumberland Road[image: External link] into Ohio with surveys for its continuation west to St. Louis[image: External link]; the beginning of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal[image: External link], the construction of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal[image: External link] and the Louisville and Portland Canal[image: External link] around the falls of the Ohio[image: External link]; the connection of the Great Lakes[image: External link] to the Ohio River system[image: External link] in Ohio and Indiana; and the enlargement and rebuilding of the Dismal Swamp Canal[image: External link] in North Carolina[image: External link].[58] One of the issues which divided the administration was protective tariffs, of which Henry Clay was a leading advocate.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Allies of Adams lost control of Congress after the 1826 mid-term elections, and pro-Adams Speaker of the House John Taylor was replaced by Andrew Stevenson[image: External link], a Jackson supporter.[59] Jacksonian Congressmen lobbied numerous attacks against Adams, including attacks on Adams's actions at Ghent and criticism of White House expenditures such as the purchase of a pool table.[60] Jacksonians devised the Tariff of 1828[image: External link], which raised tariffs considerably. After signing the tariff, Adams was denounced in the South, but received little credit for the tariff in the North.[61]

Adams sought the gradual assimilation of Native Americans via consensual agreements, a priority shared by few whites in the 1820s. Yet Adams was also deeply committed to the westward expansion of the United States. Settlers on the frontier, who were constantly seeking to move westward, cried for a more expansionist policy that disregarded the concerns of a supposedly inferior civilization. Early in his term, Adams suspended the Treaty of Indian Springs[image: External link] after learning that the Governor of Georgia, George Troup[image: External link], had forced the treaty on the Muscogee[image: External link].[62] Adams signed a new treaty with the Muskogee in January 1826 that allowed the Muskogee to stay but ceded most of their land to Georgia. Troup refused to accept its terms, and authorized all Georgian citizens to evict the Muskogee. A third treaty was signed in 1828, giving all of the Muskogee land to Georgia.[63]
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 Foreign policies




According to Charles Edel, Adams believed that, "Intervention would accomplish little, retard the cause of republicanism, and distract the country from its primary goal of continental expansion." Moreover, fearful that U.S. intentions would outstrip its capabilities, Adams thought that projecting U.S. power abroad would weaken its gravitational force on the North American continent.[64]

During his term as president, Adams achieved little of long-term consequence in foreign affairs. A reason for this was the opposition he faced in Congress, where his rivals prevented him from succeeding.[65] Among his diplomatic achievements were treaties of reciprocity[image: External link] with a number of nations, including Denmark[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], the Hanseatic League[image: External link], the Scandinavian[image: External link] countries, Prussia[image: External link], and Austria[image: External link]. However, thanks to the successes of Adams' diplomacy during his previous eight years as secretary of state, most of the foreign policy issues he would have faced had been resolved by the time he became president.[66]

As president, Adams continued to pursue the peaceful settlement of potential disputes with Britain, including the unsettled border between Maine and Canada. However, in 1825, Britain banned U.S. trade from the British West Indies, damaging Adams's prestige in foreign affairs.[67] After Congress retaliated by increasing tariffs on British products, the British forbid U.S. trade with any British colony aside from Canada, further damaging U.S. businesses.[68]

Adams favored sending a U.S. delegation to the Congress of Panama[image: External link], an 1826 conference of New World republics organized by Simón Bolívar[image: External link]. Adams sought closer ties with the new Latin American states, believing that stability among the new states would benefit the U.S. and be conducive for the purchase of Texas from Mexico[image: External link].[69] However, the funding for a delegation and the confirmation of delegation nominees became entangled in a political battle over Adams's domestic policies, with opponents such as Senator Martin Van Buren impeding the process of confirming a delegation.[56] Though the delegation finally won confirmation from the Senate, it never reached the Congress of Panama due to congressional resistance and delay.[70]
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 1828 presidential election




Main article: United States presidential election, 1828[image: External link]


During his presidency, Adams's opponents coalesced around Jackson. Opponents accused Adams of favoring big government, the Northeast, manufacturing, and abolition. Followers of Jackson, Van Buren, and Calhoun formed a proto-party apparatus, raising large sums of money and sponsoring newspapers and local clubs.[71] Adams, meanwhile, refused to adapt to the new reality of political campaigns, and he avoided public functions and refused to invest in pro-administration tools such as newspapers.[72] As the presidential election of 1828[image: External link] approached, Jackson was viewed as the favorite by many, as Van Buren and others had established a strong base of support. In the spring of 1827, Jackson was publicly accused of having encouraged his wife to desert her first husband.[73] In response, followers of Jackson attacked Adams's personal life, and the campaign turned increasingly nasty.[74] Though few doubted Adams's intelligence, the Jacksonian press portrayed him as an out-of-touch elitist.[75]

Vice President Calhoun joined Jackson's ticket, while Adams turned to Secretary of the Treasury Richard Rush[image: External link] as his running mate. This represented the first time in U.S. history that a ticket of two Northerners faced at ticket of two Southerners.[76] Neither side publicly campaigned on the issue of slavery, but Adams's status as a New Englander may have hurt him, as many outside of New England held negative cultural stereotypes about the region.[77]

The key states in the election were New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, which accounted for nearly a third of the country's electoral votes.[78] Jackson won Pennsylvania, Ohio, and even Clay's home state of Kentucky. He also won a majority of the electoral votes in New York, and denied Adams a sweep of New England by winning an electoral vote in Maine. In the South, aside from Adams's win in Maryland, only Louisiana was remotely competitive, and even there Jackson won 53% of the vote. In total, Jackson won 178 of the 261 electoral votes and just under 56 percent of the popular vote. No future presidential candidate would match Jackson's proportion of the popular vote until Theodore Roosevelt exceeded it in 1904. Adams's loss made him the second one-term president, after his own father. The election marked the permanent end of the Era of Good Feelings and the start of the Second Party System[image: External link].[79]
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 Departure




John Quincy Adams left office on March 4, 1829. Adams did not attend the inauguration of his successor, Andrew Jackson, who had openly snubbed him by refusing to pay the traditional "courtesy call" to the outgoing president during the weeks before his own inauguration.[5] Jackson's wife had died shortly after the election, and Jackson blamed Adams and his followers for her death.[80] Adams was one of only four presidents who chose not to attend their respective successor's inauguration; the others were his father, Andrew Johnson, and Richard Nixon.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Later congressional career (1830–1848)




Adams considered permanently retiring from public life after his 1828 defeat, and he was deeply hurt by the suicide of his son, George Washington Adams[image: External link], in 1829.[81] He was appalled by many of the Jackson administration's actions, including its embrace of the spoils system[image: External link].[82] Adams grew bored of his retirement and still felt that his career was unfinished, so he ran for and won a seat in the United States House of Representatives in the 1830 elections[image: External link].[83] His election went against the generally held opinion, shared by his own wife and youngest son, that former presidents should not run for public office.[84] He was the first president to serve in Congress[image: External link] after his term of office, and one of only two former presidents to do so (Andrew Johnson later served in the Senate). He was elected to nine terms, serving as a Representative for 17 years, from 1831 until his death.[85]

Returning to Washington at the age of sixty-four, Adams expected a light workload, but Speaker Andrew Stevenson[image: External link] selected Adams chairman of the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures[image: External link].[86] During his time in Congress he also served as chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs[image: External link] and the Committee on Foreign Affairs[image: External link].[85] Stevenson, an ally of Jackson, expected that the chairmanship would keep Adams busy defending the tariff, but that the presence of a Jacksonian majority on the committee would prevent Adams from accruing any real power.[87]

Adams ran for Governor of Massachusetts in 1833 on the Anti-Masonic[image: External link] ticket. Incumbent National Republican[image: External link] Governor Levi Lincoln, Jr.[image: External link] was retiring so Adams faced that party's John Davis[image: External link], Democrat Marcus Morton[image: External link] and Samuel L. Allen of the Working Men's Party[image: External link]. Davis won a plurality with 40%; Adams took 29%, with Morton taking 25% and Allen 6%. Because no candidate had won a majority, the election was decided by the state legislature. Adams withdrew and endorsed Davis, preferring him over Morton, and Davis was chosen in January 1834.[88]

When James Smithson[image: External link] died and left his estate to the U.S. government to build an institution of learning, many in Congress wanted to use the money for other purposes. Adams played a key role ensuring that the money was instead used to build the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link].[5] In 1839, he was elected a member of the American Antiquarian Society[image: External link].[89]

Adams opposed the annexation of Texas[image: External link], viewing as unconstitutional the imposition of U.S. citizenship on foreign nationals when those nationals did not hold a referendum.[90] Adams called for the annexation of the entirety of Oregon Country[image: External link], a disputed region[image: External link] occupied by both the United States and Britain, and was disappointed when President James K. Polk signed the Oregon Treaty[image: External link], which divided the land between the two claimants at the 49th parallel.[91] Adams became a strong critic of the Mexican-American War[image: External link], which he saw as a war of aggression against Mexico[image: External link] that was designed to take Mexican territory.[92] Although the war was popular at first, many Whigs eventually opposed it.[93]

Although there is no indication that the two were close, Adams met Abraham Lincoln during the latter's sole term as a member of the House of Representatives, from 1847 until Adams' death.[94] Thus, it has been suggested that Adams is the only major figure in American history who knew both the Founding Fathers[image: External link] and Abraham Lincoln; however, this is not so, as Martin Van Buren met Founding Fathers Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, knew Founder Aaron Burr[image: External link] (Van Buren's mentor), and met the young Lincoln while on a campaign trip through Illinois.[95]
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 Slavery




Main article: John Quincy Adams and abolitionism[image: External link]


A longtime opponent of slavery, Adams used his new role in Congress to fight it, and he became the most prominent national leader opposing slavery.[5][96] In 1836, Southern Representatives voted in a "gag rule[image: External link]" that immediately tabled[image: External link] any petitions about slavery, thus preventing any discussion or debate of the slavery issue. He became a forceful opponent of this rule and conceived a way around it, attacking slavery in the House for two weeks.[5] The gag rule prevented him from bringing slavery petitions to the floor, but he brought one anyway. It was a petition from a Georgia citizen urging disunion due to the continuation of slavery in the South. Though he certainly did not support it and made that clear at the time, his intent was to antagonize the pro-slavery faction of Congress into an open fight on the matter.[5] The plan worked.

The petition infuriated his Congressional enemies, many of whom were agitating for disunion themselves. They moved for his censure over the matter, enabling Adams to discuss slavery openly during his subsequent defense. Taking advantage of his right to defend himself, Adams delivered prepared and impromptu remarks against slavery and in favor of abolition.[5] Knowing that he would probably be acquitted, he changed the focus from his own actions to those of the slaveholders, speaking against the slave trade and the ownership of slaves. He decided that if he were censured, he would merely resign, run for the office again, and probably win easily.[5] When his opponents realized that they played into his political strategy, they tried to bury the censure. Adams made sure this did not happen, and the debate continued. He attacked slavery and slaveholders as immoral, and condemned the institution while calling for it to end.[5] After two weeks, a vote was held, and he was not censured. He delighted in the misery he was inflicting on the slaveholders he so hated, and prided himself on being "obnoxious to the slave faction."[5]

Although the censure of Adams over the slavery petition was ultimately abandoned, the House did address the issue of petitions from enslaved persons at a later time. Adams again argued that the right to petition was a universal right, granted by God, so that those in the weakest positions might always have recourse to those in the most powerful. Adams also called into question the actions of a House that would limit its own ability to debate and resolve questions internally. After this debate, the gag rule was ultimately retained.[97] The discussion ignited by his actions and the attempts of others to quiet him raised questions of the right to petition, the right to legislative debate, and the morality of slavery.[5] During the censure debate, Adams said that he took delight in the thought that southerners would forever remember him as "the acutest, the astutest, the archest enemy of southern slavery that ever existed."[5]

In 1844, he chaired a committee for reform of the rules of Congress, and he used this opportunity to try once again to repeal the gag rule. He spent two months building support for this move, but due to northern opposition, the rule narrowly survived.[5] He fiercely criticized northern Representatives and Senators, in particular Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link], who seemed to cater to the slave faction in exchange for southern support.[5] His opposition to slavery made him, along with Henry Clay[image: External link], one of the leading opponents of Texas annexation and the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. He correctly predicted that both would contribute to civil war[image: External link].[5] After one of his reelection victories, he said that he must "bring about a day prophesied when slavery and war shall be banished from the face of the earth."[5] He wrote in his private journal in 1820:[98]


The discussion of this Missouri question[image: External link] has betrayed the secret of their souls. In the abstract they admit that slavery is an evil, they disclaim it, and cast it all upon the shoulder of…Great Britain. But when probed to the quick upon it, they show at the bottom of their souls pride and vainglory in their condition of masterdom. They look down upon the simplicity of a Yankee's manners, because he has no habits of overbearing like theirs and cannot treat negroes like dogs. It is among the evils of slavery that it taints the very sources of moral principle. It establishes false estimates of virtue and vice: for what can be more false and heartless than this doctrine which makes the first and holiest rights of humanity to depend upon the color of the skin?



In 1841, at the request of Lewis Tappan[image: External link] and Ellis Gray Loring, Adams joined the case of United States v. The Amistad[image: External link]. Adams went before the Supreme Court on behalf of African slaves who had revolted and seized the Spanish ship Amistad. Adams appeared on 24 February 1841, and spoke for four hours. His argument succeeded; the Court ruled in favor of the Africans, who were declared free and returned to their homes.[99] Among his opponents was President Martin Van Buren. In the following years, the Spanish government continued to press the US for compensation for the ship and its cargo, including the slaves. Several southern lawmakers introduced Congressional resolutions to appropriate money for such payment, but none passed, despite support from Democratic presidents James K. Polk and James Buchanan.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Adams continued to speak out against what he called the "Slave Power[image: External link]", that is the organized political power of the slave owners who dominated all the southern states and their representation in Congress.[100] He vehemently attacked the annexation of Texas (1845) and the Mexican War (1846–48) as part of a "conspiracy" to extend slavery.[101]
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 Photography




Sources contend that in 1843 Adams sat for the earliest confirmed photograph still in existence of a U.S. president, although others maintain that William Henry Harrison had posed even earlier for his portrait, in 1841.[102] The original daguerreotype[image: External link] is in the collection of the National Portrait Gallery[image: External link] of the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link].[103]
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 Nullification crisis




Shortly after Adams entered Congress, the Nullification Crisis[image: External link] threatened civil war over the Tariff of 1828[image: External link]. Adams offered an amendment moderating the tariff, and defused the crisis. Congress also passed the Force Bill[image: External link] which authorized President Andrew Jackson to use military force if Adams' compromise bill did not force the belligerent states to capitulate. There was no need, however, because Adams' compromise remedied the matter. The compromise actually did not alter the tariff as much as the southern states had hoped, though they agreed not to continue pursuing the issue for fear of civil war.[5]
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 Advancement of science




Adams also became a leading force for the promotion of science. As president, he had proposed a national observatory, which did not win much support. In 1829 British scientist James Smithson[image: External link] died, and left his fortune for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." In Smithson's will, he stated that should his nephew, Henry James Hungerford, die without heirs, the Smithson estate would go to the government of the United States to create an "Establishment for the increase & diffusion of Knowledge among men." After the nephew died without heirs in 1835, President Andrew Jackson informed Congress[image: External link] of the bequest, which amounted to about US$[image: External link]500,000 ($75,000,000 in 2008 U.S. dollars after inflation). Adams realized that this might allow the United States to realize his dream of building a national institution of science and learning. Adams thus became Congress' primary supporter of the future Smithsonian Institution[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The money was invested in shaky state bonds, which quickly defaulted. After heated debate in Congress, Adams successfully argued to restore the lost funds with interest.[104] Though Congress wanted to use the money for other purposes, Adams successfully persuaded Congress to preserve the money for an institution of science and learning.[5] Congress also debated whether the federal government had the authority to accept the gift, though with Adams leading the initiative, Congress decided to accept the legacy bequeathed to the nation and pledged the faith of the United States to the charitable trust on July 1, 1836.[105]

He also relentlessly pursued support for astronomical efforts and observatories, seeking a national observatory for the United States.[106] In 1825 Adams signed a bill for the creation of a national observatory just before leaving presidential office. His efforts led to the founding in 1830 of what is now the oldest, still-operational scientific institution of the United States, the United States Naval Observatory[image: External link]. Adams in fact spent many nights at the Observatory, with celebrated national astronomer and oceanographer Matthew Fontaine Maury[image: External link], watching and charting the stars, which had always been one of Adams' avocations.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Death




In 1846, the 78-year-old former president suffered a stroke that left him partially paralyzed. After a few months of rest, he made a full recovery and resumed his duties in Congress. When Adams entered the House chamber, everyone "stood up and applauded."[107] On February 21, 1848, the House of Representatives was discussing the matter of honoring U.S. Army officers who served in the Mexican–American War. Adams had been a vehement critic of the war, and as Congressmen rose up to say, "Aye!" in favor of the measure, he instead yelled, "No!"[108] He rose to answer a question put forth by Speaker of the House Robert Charles Winthrop[image: External link].[109] Immediately thereafter, Adams collapsed, having suffered a massive cerebral hemorrhage[image: External link].[110] Two days later, on February 23, he died with his wife and youngest son at his side in the Speaker's Room inside the Capitol Building[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] His last words were "This is the last of earth. I am content." He died at 7:20 p.m.[109] He was the last surviving child of John Adams. First term Representative Abraham Lincoln of Illinois was assigned to the committee making the funeral arrangements.[111][112]

His original interment was temporary, in the public vault at the Congressional Cemetery[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] Later, he was interred in the family burial ground in Quincy, Massachusetts, across from the First Parish Church, called Hancock Cemetery[image: External link]. After Louisa's death in 1852, his son Charles Francis Adams[image: External link] had his parents reinterred in the expanded family crypt in the United First Parish Church[image: External link] across the street, next to John and Abigail. Both tombs are viewable by the public. Adams' original tomb at Hancock Cemetery is still there and marked simply "J.Q. Adams".[citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




Adams and Louisa had three sons and a daughter. Their daughter, Louisa, was born in 1811 but died in 1812 while the family was in Russia. They named their first son George Washington Adams[image: External link] (1801–1829) after the first president. Both George and their second son, John[image: External link] (1803–1834), led troubled lives and died in early adulthood.[113][114] (George committed suicide and John was expelled from Harvard before his 1823 graduation.)

Adams' youngest son, Charles Francis Adams[image: External link] (who named his own son John Quincy[image: External link]), pursued a career in diplomacy and politics. In 1870 Charles Francis built the first presidential library[image: External link] in the United States, to honor his father. The Stone Library[image: External link] includes over 14,000 books written in twelve languages. The library is located in the "Old House[image: External link]" at Adams National Historical Park[image: External link] in Quincy, Massachusetts[image: External link].

John Adams and John Quincy Adams were the only father and son to serve as presidents until George H. W. Bush (1989–1993) and George W. Bush (2001–2009).

It has been suggested that John Quincy Adams had the highest I.Q. of any U.S. president.[115][116]
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 Personality




Adams' personality was much like that of his father, as were his political beliefs.[5] He always preferred secluded reading to social engagements, and several times had to be pressured by others to remain in public service. Historian Paul Nagel states that, like Abraham Lincoln after him, Adams often suffered from depression, for which he sought some form of treatment in early years. Adams thought his depression was due to the high expectations demanded of him by his father and mother. Throughout his life he felt inadequate and socially awkward because of his depression, and was constantly bothered by his physical appearance.[5] He was closer to his father, whom he spent much of his early life with abroad, than he was to his mother. When he was younger and the American Revolution was going on, his mother told her children what their father was doing, and what he was risking, and because of this Adams grew to greatly respect his father.[5] His relationship with his mother was rocky; she had high expectations of him and was afraid her children might end up dead alcoholics like her brother.[5] His biographer, Nagel, concludes that his mother's disapproval of Louisa Johnson motivated him to marry Johnson in 1797, despite Adams' reservations that Johnson, like his mother, had a strong personality.[5]
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 Legacy




Though he later described his presidency as the unhappiest time of his life,[5] scholars rate John Quincy Adams in the second quartile in the majority of historical presidential rankings. Historians have often included Adams among the leading conservatives of his day.[5][117][118][119][120] Russell Kirk[image: External link], however, sees Adams as a flawed conservative who was imprudent in opposing slavery.[117] Adams' foreign policy legacy, and its focus on noninterventionism, led to his name being adopted by the John Quincy Adams Society, a network of student groups that is "committed to identifying, educating, and equipping the next generation of scholars and policy leaders to encourage a new era of realism and restraint in American foreign policy."[121]

John Quincy Adams Birthplace[image: External link] is now part of Adams National Historical Park[image: External link] and open to the public. Adams House[image: External link], one of twelve undergraduate residential Houses at Harvard University, is named in honor of John Adams, John Quincy Adams, and other members of the Adams family who were associated with Harvard.[122] The name Quincy has been used by several locations in the United States, including the town of Quincy, Illinois[image: External link]. Adams County, Illinois[image: External link] and Adams County, Indiana[image: External link] are also named after Adams.

He was the first president to adopt a short haircut instead of long hair tied in a queue and to regularly wear long trousers[image: External link] instead of knee breeches[image: External link].
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 Film and television




Adams occasionally is featured in the mass media. In the PBS[image: External link] miniseries The Adams Chronicles[image: External link] (1976), he was portrayed by David Birney[image: External link], William Daniels[image: External link], Marcel Trenchard, Steven Grover and Mark Winkworth. He was also portrayed by Anthony Hopkins[image: External link] in the 1997 film Amistad[image: External link], and again by Ebon Moss-Bachrach[image: External link] and Steven Hinkle in the 2008 HBO[image: External link] television miniseries John Adams[image: External link]; the HBO series received criticism for needless historical and temporal distortions in its portrayal.[123]
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 Pronunciation note






	
^ The Quincy family name was pronounced /'kwInzi /[image: External link], as in the name of Quincy, Massachusetts[image: External link], where Adams was born. All of the other Quincy place names are locally /'kwInsi /[image: External link]. Though not accurate, this pronunciation is also commonly used for Adams' middle name.[1]
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Jeb Bush






John Ellis "Jeb" Bush Sr. (born February 11, 1953) is an American businessman and politician who served as the 43rd Governor[image: External link] of Florida[image: External link] from 1999 to 2007.

Bush, who grew up in Houston, is the second son of former President George H. W. Bush and former First Lady Barbara Bush, and a younger brother of former President George W. Bush. He graduated from Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts, and attended the University of Texas[image: External link], where he earned a degree in Latin American affairs. In 1980, he moved to Florida and pursued a career in real estate development[image: External link], and in 1986 became Florida's Secretary of Commerce until 1988. At that time, he joined his father's successful campaign[image: External link] for the Presidency.

In 1994, Bush made his first run for office, losing the election for governor by less than two percentage points to the incumbent, Lawton Chiles[image: External link]. Bush ran again in 1998[image: External link] and defeated Lieutenant Governor Buddy MacKay[image: External link] with 55 percent of the vote. He ran for reelection in 2002[image: External link], defeating Bill McBride[image: External link] and winning with 56 percent, to become Florida's first two-term Republican governor. During his eight years as governor, Bush pushed an ambitious Everglades conservation[image: External link] plan, supported caps[image: External link] for medical malpractice[image: External link] litigation, launched a Medicaid[image: External link] privatization[image: External link] pilot program, and instituted reforms to the state education system, including the issuance of vouchers and promoting school choice[image: External link].

Bush announced his presidential candidacy on June 15, 2015. He suspended his campaign on February 20, 2016, shortly after the South Carolina primary[image: External link] and endorsed Senator Ted Cruz[image: External link] on March 23, 2016. Bush later made headlines by joining a group of Republicans who opposed the GOP nominee[image: External link] for President, Donald Trump.



TOP
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 Early life




Jeb Bush was born on February 11, 1953 in Midland, Texas. When he was six years old, the family relocated to the Tanglewood[image: External link] neighborhood[1] of Houston, Texas.[2] The nickname "Jeb" is composed of his initials J.E.B. (John Ellis Bush).[3]

He grew up with two younger brothers, Neil and Marvin, one younger sister, Dorothy, and one older brother, George, who is seven years older. Jeb Bush initially attended Grady Elementary School in Houston.[4] Following in the footsteps of his father and older brother George, at the age of 14 years in late 1967,[1] Bush began attending high school at the Andover, Massachusetts boarding school Phillips Academy, Andover.[5] Bush completed ninth grade in Houston, but was advised to repeat it at Andover, and was nearly expelled due to poor grades.[6] Bush recreationally used marijuana[image: External link], hashish[image: External link], and cigarettes during his high school years, although he made the honor roll[image: External link] by the end of his senior year and served as captain of the tennis team.[6]

At the age of 17, Bush taught English as a second language and assisted in the building of a school in Ibarrilla, a small village outside of León, Guanajuato[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link],[7] as part of Andover's student exchange summer program.[8] While in Mexico, he met his future wife, Columba Garnica Gallo.[8][9]

Bush, who had largely avoided criticizing or supporting the Vietnam War[image: External link], registered for the draft[image: External link] after his graduation from high school in 1971.[6] In the fourth and final draft lottery drawing, on February 2, 1972, for men born in 1953 and to be inducted during 1973, Bush received a draft number of 26 on a calendar-based scale that went to 365. But no new draft orders were issued after 1972,[10] because the U.S. changed to an all-volunteer military beginning in 1973.[11]

Though many in his family had attended Yale University, Bush chose to attend the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], beginning in September 1971.[1] He played on the Texas Longhorns[image: External link] varsity tennis team in 1973.[1] He graduated Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link] and magna cum laude[image: External link] from the University of Texas at Austin with a B.A. in Latin American studies[image: External link].[1][12] He completed his coursework in two and a half years.[13]
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 Business career before entering politics




In 1974, Bush went to work in an entry-level position in the international division of Texas Commerce Bank[image: External link], which was founded by the family of James Baker.[14] In November 1977, he was sent to Caracas[image: External link], the capital of Venezuela[image: External link], to open a new operation for the bank, where he served as branch manager and vice president.[15]

Following the 1980 presidential election, Bush and his family moved to Miami-Dade County, Florida[image: External link]. He took a job in real estate with Armando Codina, a 32-year-old Cuban[image: External link] immigrant and self-made millionaire. Codina had made a fortune in a computer business, and then formed a new company, The Codina Group, to pursue opportunities in real estate[image: External link].[16] During his time with the company, Bush focused on finding tenants for commercial developments.[17] Codina eventually made Bush his partner in a new development business, which quickly became one of South Florida's leading real estate development firms. As a partner, Bush received 40% of the firm's profits.[18] In 1983, Bush said of his move from Houston to Miami: "On the personal side, my mother-in-law and sister-in-law were already living here", and on the professional side, "I want to be very wealthy, and I'll be glad to tell you when I've accomplished that goal."[19]

During Bush's years in Miami, he was involved in many different entrepreneurial[image: External link] pursuits, including working for a mobile phone company, serving on the board of a Norwegian[image: External link]-owned company that sold fire equipment to the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System[image: External link], becoming a minority owner of the Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link], buying a shoe company that sold footwear in Panama[image: External link], and getting involved in a project selling water pumps in Nigeria[image: External link]. Miguel Recarey, who ran International Medical Centres (IMC), employed Bush as a real estate consultant and paid him a US$75,000 fee for finding the company a new location, although the move never took place. Bush did, however, lobby[image: External link] the Reagan administration vigorously and successfully on behalf of Recarey and IMC.[20]
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 Early political career




Bush volunteered for his father's campaigns in 1980[image: External link] and 1988[image: External link]. During the 1980 campaign, Bush worked as an unpaid volunteer, and expressed great admiration for his father.[21] In the mid-1980s, Bush got his start in Florida politics as the Chairman of the Dade County Republican Party.[1][21][22] Dade County played an important role in the 1986 election[image: External link] of Bob Martinez[image: External link] to the Governor's office. In return, Martinez appointed Bush as Florida's Secretary of Commerce.[22] He served in that role in 1987 and 1988, before resigning to work on his father's presidential campaign.

Bush frequently communicated with his father's staff from 1981 through 1992.[23] The younger Bush recommended Dexter Lehtinen[image: External link] for the post of U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Florida[image: External link] and set up a meeting between the Bush Administration and Motorola[image: External link].[23] He also advocated for Cuban exiles[image: External link] living in South Florida[image: External link], and supported the Cuban embargo[image: External link].[23] In 1990, Bush urged his father to pardon Orlando Bosch[image: External link], a Cuban exile who had been convicted of firing a rocket into a Polish ship which was on passage to Cuba. Bosch was released from prison and granted residency in the U.S.[20]

In 1989, Bush was the campaign manager of Ileana Ros-Lehtinen[image: External link], the first Cuban-American to serve in Congress.[24] In 1994, Bush launched an unsuccessful bid for the Governor's office against incumbent Democratic[image: External link] Governor Lawton Chiles[image: External link].[24] Bush ran that year as a conservative. At one point, he was asked what he would do for African Americans[image: External link], and Bush responded: "It’s time to strive for a society where there’s equality of opportunity, not equality of results. So I’m going to answer your question by saying: probably nothing."[25][26] Bush lost the election by only 63,940 votes out of 4,206,076 that were cast for the major party candidates (2,135,008; 51% to 2,071,068; 49%). In the same election year, his older brother, George, was elected Governor of Texas. Following his election loss, Bush joined the board of The Heritage Foundation[image: External link] and continued to work with Codina Partners.[17] Alongside T. William Fair, the president of the Urban League's[image: External link] Miami affiliate, Bush helped to establish Florida's first charter school[image: External link].[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Governor of Florida




Bush ran again for governor in 1998[image: External link], defeating Democrat Buddy MacKay[image: External link], who was lieutenant governor. Bush ran for reelection in 2002[image: External link] to become Florida's first two-term Republican governor.[27] During his eight years as governor, Bush was credited with initiating environmental improvements, such as conservation in the Everglades[image: External link],[28] supporting caps for medical malpractice litigation[image: External link], moving medicaid[image: External link] recipients to private systems, and instituting reforms to the state education system, including the issuance of vouchers and promoting school choice[image: External link].[29][30] Bush was governor when his brother George won an intensely fought election recount in Florida to become President. Bush recused himself from any official role in the recount.[31]
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 1998 gubernatorial election




Main article: Florida gubernatorial election, 1998[image: External link]


In 1998, Bush defeated his Democratic opponent, Lieutenant Governor Buddy MacKay, by over 418,000 votes (2,191,105; 55% to 1,773,054; 45%) to become Governor of Florida[image: External link]. He campaigned as a "consensus-building pragmatist".[26] Simultaneously, his brother, George W. Bush won a re-election victory for a second term as Governor of Texas, and they became the first siblings to govern two states simultaneously since Nelson[image: External link] and Winthrop Rockefeller[image: External link] governed New York[image: External link] and Arkansas[image: External link] from 1967 to 1971.[32]

In the 1998 election, Bush garnered 61% of the Hispanic vote and 14% of the African American vote.[33]
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 Economic policy




While governor, Bush presided over a state government that reduced taxes by US$19 billion and he vetoed US$2 billion in new spending, according to The Wall Street Journal.[34] An analysis conducted by economist Martin Sullivan, which eliminated the effects of the federal estate tax repeal (which did not require legislative action to go into effect) and inflation, estimated the cumulative reduction in taxes by the state at closer to US$13 billion during Bush's tenure, resulting in tax savings by 2006 of US$140 per person, per year.[35] A substantial amount of the tax savings in the higher estimate came from the phasing out of the federal estate tax law implemented in 2001 under President George W. Bush[image: External link], for a total tax savings of US$848 million per year; Jeb Bush did not push for a replacement with a state tax.[35] The biggest reduction in taxes was due to the elimination of the state's Intangible Personal Property Tax, which applied to holdings of stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and money market funds.[36]

During Bush's tenure, the state also increased its reserves from US$1.3 billion to US$9.8 billion, which coincided with Florida receiving the highest possible bond rating for the first time.[34] According to Kurt Wenner, VP of research at Florida Tax Watch, Bush was governor during one of the strongest revenue periods for the state of Florida, due in part to the boom in property values, so that revenue grew despite the tax cuts he implemented.[37]

Bush reduced the state's government workforce by 11 percent.[38][38][39] In May 2006, as part of a US$448.7 million line-item veto[image: External link] of state funding, he cut a total of US$5.8 million in grants to public libraries[image: External link], pilot projects for library homework help and web-based high-school texts, and funding for a joint-use library in Tampa.[40]

As Governor of Florida, Bush received grades of B in 2000,[41][42] A in 2002,[43][44] B in 2004,[45][46] and C in 2006[47][48] from the Cato Institute[image: External link], a libertarian[image: External link] think tank, in their biennial Fiscal Policy Report Card on America's governors.
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 Education policy




Bush's administration emphasized public education reform. His "A+ Plan" established heightened standards, required testing of all students, and graded all Florida schools. From 1998 to 2005, reading scores of 4th grade students in Florida on the National Assessment of Educational Progress[image: External link] increased 11 points, compared to 2.5 points nationally, according to the Maine Heritage Policy Center[image: External link], a conservative think tank which opposes standardized testing.[49]

Bush has been a proponent of school vouchers[image: External link] and charter schools[image: External link], especially in areas of the state with failing public schools, although to date very few schools have received failing grades from the state. He established the McKay Scholarship Program which provides vouchers for students with learning disabilities to attend a school of their choice. He also established the A+ Opportunity Scholarship Program which provided vouchers to students. This program was struck down by the Florida Supreme Court in 2006.[50]

Bush helped create the Corporate Income Tax Credit Scholarship which provides corporations with tax credits for donations to Scholarship Funding Organizations. Those organizations must spend 100% of the donations on scholarships for low income students.[49]

Bush declined to raise taxes for education, which led him to oppose a ballot initiative to amend the Florida Constitution[image: External link] so as to cap growing school class sizes. Bush said he had "a couple of devious plans if this thing passes".[51][52] Despite his opposition, the amendment passed.[53]

In higher education, Bush approved three new medical schools during his tenure and also put forth the "One Florida" proposal, an initiative that had the effect of ending affirmative action[image: External link] admissions programs at state universities.[54] These moves were among the concerns that led to the faculty of the University of Florida[image: External link] to deny Bush an honorary degree[image: External link], while the University of Florida Alumni Association made him an honorary alumnus[image: External link].[55]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Health policy




As governor, Bush proposed and passed into law major reform to the medical liability system. The Florida Senate[image: External link], a majority of which were Republican, opposed Bush's proposed caps on non-economic damages for injury and wrongful death[image: External link]. Bush insisted, and called the legislature into five special sessions. The contentious debate even included a senior Bush staffer calling for primary opposition to Republicans who disagreed with the Governor on the reforms. Eventually, the legislature agreed to the caps and Bush's reforms passed. In 2014, after Bush left office, the Florida Supreme Court ruled the damage cap - the "centerpiece" of the 2003 legislation that Bush had pushed for - to be a violation of the state Constitution's[image: External link] equal protection clause[image: External link], discriminating against "those who are most grievously injured, those who sustain the greatest damage and loss, and multiple claimants."[56]

Bush passed a reform to Florida's Medicaid system that moved recipients into private managed care systems.[34]

Bush was involved in the Terri Schiavo case[image: External link], involving a woman with massive brain damage[image: External link], who was on a feeding tube for over 15 years, and whose husband and legal guardian, Michael Schiavo, wished to remove the tube. This move was opposed by Terri Schiavo's parents in the courts. Bush signed "Terri's Law[image: External link]", legislation passed by the Florida legislature that authorized him, as governor, to keep Schiavo on life support[image: External link].[57][58] The law was ruled unconstitutional by the Florida Supreme Court on September 23, 2004. That decision was appealed[image: External link] to the federal courts. On January 24, 2005, the U.S. Supreme Court declined to hear the case, thus allowing the Florida court's ruling to stand.[59]

While Governor of Florida, Bush was opposed to abortion[image: External link].[60] He supported a law requiring parental notification for teen abortions and requested that the courts appoint a guardian for the unborn child of a mentally disabled woman who had been raped.[61] Choose Life[image: External link], a pro-life[image: External link] advocacy group[image: External link] based in Ocala, Florida[image: External link], submitted a specialty license plate application—previously vetoed by Governor Lawton Chiles[image: External link]—which passed both houses and was signed into law by Bush on June 8, 1999.[62][63]
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 Other policies




Bush signed legislation to restore the Everglades[image: External link] in 2000 as part of an US$8 billion project in conjunction with the federal government. He also set aside over one million acres of land for conservation as part of a land purchase program.[64]

In 2001, Bush eliminated civil service protection for over 16,000 state jobs, which had the effect of making it easier to fire employees in those positions. In addition, he issued an executive order which removed racial preferences in state contracting.[34]

In 2004, Bush supported an unsuccessful bill to allow illegal immigrants to be issued drivers licenses by the state.[34]

Bush supported more than a dozen new protections for gun owners.[34] In 2005, Bush signed into law Florida's stand-your-ground law[image: External link],[65][66] which was the first such state law in the United States.[67]

Bush is an advocate of capital punishment and 21 prisoners were executed during his term.[68] After the execution of Ángel Nieves Díaz[image: External link] was seemingly botched – the execution took 37 minutes to complete, and required a second injection of the lethal chemicals – he suspended all executions in Florida on December 15, 2006.[69]

During Bush's tenure, the racial and gender diversity of the state's judicial bench increased. However, according to the Wall Street Journal, Democrats criticized some of Bush's judicial appointments as being "overtly partisan and political".[34]
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 Veto of high speed rail and other vetoes




Bush often used the line-item veto[image: External link] to limit state spending.[70][71] He exercised his veto to stop other legislation as well (such as a bill about "parenting coordinators[image: External link]").[72]

In 1995, the Florida state legislature created the High Speed Rail Authority[image: External link] (HSRA) and came up with a public-private partnership model. Government would build the system leveraging state dollars with federal funds and tax-free bonding. The private sector was to invest money in the project, help design and build the network, and be given the franchise to operate the trains (known as design-build-maintain-operate, or DBOM[image: External link]). Trains would be privately owned, similar to how the airline industry operates in a publicly financed airport.[73]

The rail system and its planning was estimated to cost $7–$8 billion. The Florida HSRA and the Florida Department of Transportation[image: External link] (FDOT) reached an agreement with a consortium that included the Fluor Corporation[image: External link] and Bombardier Transportation[image: External link]. The consortium agreed to invest $300 million and utilize the DBOM functionality. The state of Florida would float state bonds, and FDOT would commit $70 million annually (increasing three percent yearly to account for inflation) to service the bonds for the next thirty years. Federal monies would pay for the interest on the bonds, and the state monies would satisfy the principal. When the high-speed railroad was running, operating surpluses would also be applied to the debt.[74]

The high-speed rail project nearly came to fruition until Bush became governor in 1999 and ended the project his second day in office,[74] stating that the venture posed too much risk and cost for Florida taxpayers.[75] State legislators reacted by adding the project on the 2000 ballot as a constitutional amendment which was ultimately passed by voters. The amendment directed Bush and legislature to start building the railroad system by 2003. Bush vetoed funding for both the project and the board, and led a high-profile campaign to repeal the constitutional requirement that mandated the construction of the high-speed system.[73][74] Voters repealed the constitutional amendment. Many who voted believed they were supporting the train, though in fact a "yes" vote was to approve the repeal.[74]

FDOT spokesperson Nazih Haddah commented that "the rhetoric was inflammatory and misleading. It was really exaggerating tactics that were used to defeat this. The financing and the project were sound. It really squandered a great opportunity for this state."[74] Other public officials stated that Bush's underhanded tactics were emblematic of his willingness to protect moneyed interests – including developers, energy producers and highway builders – who opposed a shift toward mass transit and helped fund the repeal effort. "It's that arrogance of kind of the 1%," said Orlando transportation engineer Ian Lockwood.[76]
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 2002 gubernatorial re-election




Main article: Florida gubernatorial election, 2002[image: External link]


Bush was unopposed in the 2002 Republican gubernatorial primary, and in the general election he faced Democratic challenger Bill McBride[image: External link]. They met for two debates, in the most expensive Florida gubernatorial election yet.[77][78][79] Voting went smoothly.[80] Bush defeated McBride 56% to 43%, a greater margin of victory than in 1998.

Bush won 44% of the state's Jewish vote in the 2002 race.[81] Bush also won the white female vote in the swing-voting battleground of Central Florida's I-4 corridor[image: External link].[82] However, he was not able to replicate the same success with African American voters (like he had earlier in 1998), winning only 8% of the African American vote. He became the first Republican governor of Florida to win re-election.[27]
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 Post-governorship
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 Impact on political party




According to political scientist Susan MacManus from the University of South Florida[image: External link], "In Florida, [Bush is] still perceived as conservative, especially on fiscal issues and even on social issues."[36]

Outside of Florida, fellow Republican leaders throughout the country have sought Bush's aid both on and off the campaign trail. Bush's out-of-state campaign visits include Kentucky[image: External link], where Republican challenger Ernie Fletcher[image: External link] appeared with Bush and won that state's governorship in 2003, ending a 32-year streak of Democratic governors.[83] In the first few months of 2014, Bush campaigned for New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez[image: External link], Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval[image: External link], Sen. Lamar Alexander (Tenn.), and David Jolly[image: External link] who won a special congressional election in Florida.[84]

Bush has been criticized by some in the Tea Party[image: External link] as not being sufficiently conservative, as he supports positions on immigration and Common Core that are unpopular with some conservatives.[85] Bush publicly criticized the national Republican party for its adherence to "an orthodoxy that doesn't allow for disagreement" on June 11, 2012. In comments shared with Bloomberg View[image: External link], Bush suggested that former Republican Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush would "have had a hard time" finding support in the contemporary GOP.[86]

In October 2013, Bush called for passage of immigration reform.[87] In April 2014, Bush said of illegal immigration: "It's an act of love[image: External link]. It's an act of commitment to your family. I honestly think that that is a different kind of crime. There should be a price paid, but it shouldn't rile people up that people are actually coming to this country to provide for their families."[88]
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 Political interests




From 2004 to 2007, Bush served as a Board Member for the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB).[89] Created by Congress, the board's purpose is to establish policy on reports examining K-12 students' academic progress in America's public and private schools. Since then Bush's education foundation has advocated for the Common Core State Standards Initiative[image: External link].[90] In October 2013, referring to opponents of the standards, Bush said that while "criticisms and conspiracy theories are easy attention grabbers", he instead wanted to hear their solutions to the problems in American education.[91]

In May 2006, Bush was approached to become the next commissioner of the National Football League[image: External link].[92] The outgoing commissioner, Paul Tagliabue[image: External link], was searching for replacements. In response, Bush said on May 24, 2006 that "I'm Governor of the state of Florida and I intend to be Governor until I leave—which is January 2007."[93] Roger Goodell[image: External link] eventually became the new NFL commissioner.

In April 2013, Bush authored a cover story for Newsmax[image: External link] magazine, warning that America's entitlement system risked collapse unless there was a course correction in U.S. public policy. Bush touted a six-point plan that addressed taxes, education, immigration, energy, regulatory policy, and the family unit.[94]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Business activities




According to Fox Business, Bush earned nearly half of the US$29 million he earned between 2007 and when he decided to run for Republican presidential nomination in December 2014, from Wall Street[image: External link] banks and companies.[95]

In April 2007, Bush joined Tenet Healthcare[image: External link]'s board of directors.[96] The following August, Bush joined investment bank, Lehman Brothers, as an adviser in its private equity[image: External link] group.[97] Bush has also served on the board of InnoVida[image: External link], Swisher Hygiene[image: External link], and Rayonier[image: External link] and has served as an adviser to Barclays[image: External link].[98] Bush would later return US$270,000 in consultancy fees he had been paid by InnoVida after they declared bankruptcy.[99]

As of 2014, Bush had received more than US$2 million from his work for Tenet, a company that expected to receive US$100 million in new earnings in 2014 because of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (ACA) and that "aggressively encouraged Americans to sign up for insurance under the program...."[98] Bush has reportedly objected to the ACA at company meetings, but has kept his personal views separate from what is best for Tenet.[98]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Main article: Jeb Bush presidential campaign, 2016


Bush had been considered a potential candidate in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] since the end of the 2012 election[image: External link].[100]

On October 2, 2014, George W. Bush said that his brother "wants to be President".[101]

On December 16, 2014, Bush announced via Facebook[image: External link] that he would be "actively exploring" a 2016 run to become President of the United States and at the end of the year resigned several corporate boards.[102][103]

In February 2015, Bush released several thousand emails from his time as governor online. Most of the emails are in the public record under Florida's Sunshine Laws[image: External link]. However, Bush created controversy by releasing some emails that included some personal details such as social security numbers, names, and addresses, as well as the contents of the messages.[104][105] Bush's campaign team subsequently redacted the personal information.[106]

By extending the exploration mode of his potential candidacy to a six-month period (his scheduled announcement came one day short of six months into his exploratory phase), Bush used his time to get acquainted with the press, court donors, and prepare a strategy. In doing this, he navigated several campaign finance laws[image: External link] which limit donations and prohibit coordination with Super PACs.[107] In May 2015, it was reported that Bush had been raising money since January 2015, estimated to be close to US$100 million, for his super PAC[image: External link], Right to Rise[image: External link].[108]

Bush announced his candidacy on June 15, 2015, at a multicultural campus of Miami Dade College[image: External link].[109][110][111] According to Reuters[image: External link], Bush characterized himself as a moderate Republican who still has conservative principles; he promised immigration reform, spoke fluent Spanish, mentioned his wife's Mexican origins, and criticized Hillary Clinton[image: External link].[112] David Yepsen, director of the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute[image: External link], said: "It's pretty hard for [Republicans] to win the White House if current Hispanic voting trends continue. (Bush) has some unique abilities to appeal to those voters and he’s going to maximize them."[112]

After a series of poor results in Iowa and New Hampshire, Bush spent his remaining money and campaign effort on the South Carolina primary. He placed fourth with under 8% of the vote. That night, Bush suspended his campaign, ending his presidential bid, and subsequently endorsed Texas Senator Ted Cruz[image: External link].[113][114][115][116] In an analysis of what went wrong, POLITICO argues that:"His slow, awkward stumble from August through October encapsulates everything that caused the operation viewed as "Jeb!, Inc." to fail. Bush was on the wrong side of the most galvanizing issues for Republican primary voters, he himself was a rusty and maladroit campaigner and his campaign was riven by internal disagreements and a crippling fear that left them paralyzed and unable to react to Trump."[117][118]
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 Political positions




Main article: Political positions of Jeb Bush[image: External link]


Bush has addressed myriad political issues over the course of his career, many of them during his governorship as already described. In conjunction with his 2015 bid for the presidency, he has revisited many issues that he addressed before, as well as discussing many new ones.
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 Domestic issues




Bush believes abortions should only be legal in the case of rape or incest or if the life of the mother is in danger. He does not support public funding for abortion clinics.[119]

Bush has questioned the scientific opinion on climate change[image: External link],[120] while stating "I think global warming may be real", and "It is not unanimous among scientists that it is disproportionately manmade. What I get a little tired of on the left is this idea that somehow science has decided all this so you can't have a view."[120] National Journal[image: External link] wrote that Bush "does not acknowledge the scientific consensus that human activity drives climate change".[121]

Bush supports offshore drilling outside of Florida. He says that he supports the Keystone XL[image: External link] oil pipeline as well as fracking[image: External link]. According to his spokeswoman, "As governor he worked to strike a balance between our nation's energy needs and the economic and environmental interests of Florida. He believes states should have a role in decisions that impact their coastline. Expanding domestic energy production is key to ensuring America's energy security."[122]

Bush favors repealing the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (ACA or "Obamacare") and replacing it with a "market-oriented" alternative.[123][124] Bush has called the current law a "monstrosity"[124] that is "flawed to its core."[125] Bush has proposed some sort of state- or local-government funded "catastrophic coverage[image: External link]" system, in which "if you have a hardship that goes way beyond your means of paying for it, ... the government is there or an entity is there to help you deal with that."[124] After the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the ACA in King v. Burwell[image: External link] in June 2015, Bush stated that the decision was "not the end of the fight" against the law.[126]

In 2015, Bush took the position that people in the United States illegally should have a path to legal status, but not a path to citizenship,[123] and said that legal status and avoiding deportation should require immigrants to pay fines, get work permits, pay taxes, not receive government assistance, learn English, and not commit crimes.[127] He supports tougher enforcement of immigration laws, including prosecution of businesses that try to hire illegal aliens.[127]

Bush, an opponent of same-sex marriage, disagreed with the Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] Supreme Court decision[128] and believes that the issue should be decided by the states rather than by the federal government[129] and that it is not a constitutional right.[130][131] He holds that businesses should have the right to refuse to provide services for same-sex couples on religious grounds.[131] In July 2015, Bush said he supported lifting the military's ban on allowing transgender people to openly serve in the military[image: External link], so long as "the military's comfortable with this" and it did not impact morale.[132]

Overall, Bush is for expanding gun owners' rights.[123]

Bush admitted smoking marijuana in his teenage years. "Forty years ago I smoked marijuana and I admitted it," said Bush. "I'm sure other people did it and didn't want to admit it in front of 40 million people."[133] He also agreed that his decision to take marijuana was “stupid” and “wrong.”[134][135] Bush believes each state should be allowed to decide whether it is appropriate to legalize marijuana or not.[123]

Bush opposes net neutrality[image: External link].[136]
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 Economic issues




Bush supports a decrease in capital gains taxes and property taxes. He supports cutting taxes for all Americans and believes they do better with less government interference. Bush also is a supporter of welfare restrictions. He supports the following: a four-year limit of benefits, a requirement that able-bodied recipients participate in work-related activities in order to receive benefits, and limiting benefits given to recipients if they have additional children while on welfare.[137]

Bush favors gradually raising the retirement age[image: External link] (i.e., the age for collecting Social Security retirement benefits) from 65 to 68 or 70.[138]

Bush is a frequent critic of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau[image: External link] and the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010[image: External link].[139][140]
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 International relations and security




In May 2015, Bush stated that he would have ordered the 2003 invasion of Iraq had he been President at the time: “I would have [authorized the invasion], and so would have Hillary Clinton, just to remind everybody. And so would almost everybody that was confronted with the intelligence they got." He also indicated that the lack of focus on post-invasion security was a mistake.[141] He later stated that "knowing what we know now, ...I would not have engaged". "I would not have gone into Iraq", he said. He also argued that the invasion—though perhaps inspired by faulty intelligence—had been beneficial, saying the world was "significantly safer" without Saddam Hussein in power.[142]

In 2015, Bush said that he does not support a further major commitment of U.S. troops in Iraq to fight the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIS or ISIL), saying that such a deployment is not needed to defeat ISIS.[143] He has not, however, ruled out such a deployment in the future.[143] Bush favors building a new U.S. base in Iraq's al-Anbar province[image: External link],[123] and has said that some U.S. troops ought to be embedded with Iraqi armed forces to help train them and identify targets as joint terminal attack controllers[image: External link] (JTACs).[127][143] Bush has not commented on adding to the approximately 3,500 U.S. troops in Iraq now.[123]

In a speech, Bush said his brother, former President George W. Bush, was his main adviser on policy with the Middle East. Bush later clarified that he was referring to policy on Israel[image: External link], rather than on the Middle East as a whole.[144][145]

Bush supports the continued collection of metadata of phone calls[image: External link] by the National Security Agency.[146] He also supports the USA Patriot Act[image: External link], and criticized efforts by Senator Rand Paul[image: External link] and others to stop its reauthorization. Bush stated that Paul was "wrong" about the Patriot Act and stated that: "The Patriot Act has kept us safe, plain and simple. The metadata program has kept us safe, plain and simple. There's been no violation of civil liberties."[147]

Bush has called for increased military spending, expressing the belief that 2.5% of GDP is an insufficient amount.[148][149]

Bush has called the April 2015 Iran nuclear deal framework[image: External link] a "horrific deal" and said he would likely terminate any final agreement should he become president.[127] He has argued that the deal would put Iran into a position where it could intimidate the Middle East.[123] Bush condemned the July 2015 final nuclear agreement[image: External link] between Iran and the P5+1[image: External link] world powers, calling it " appeasement[image: External link]."[150] However, Bush stated that he would not seek to revoke the agreement on his first day in office.[151]
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 Civic and charitable activities




After losing a 1994 election for Governor of Florida against Lawton Chiles, Bush pursued policy and charitable interests. He "volunteered time to assist the Miami Children's Hospital, the United Way[image: External link] of Dade County and the Dade County Homeless Trust".[152]

Bush served from 2012[153] to 2015 as co-chair of the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy[image: External link].[154] He has also worked with The James Madison Institute[image: External link] (JMI), a free market[image: External link] public policy think tank[image: External link] based in Tallahassee, Florida[image: External link]. He helped the institute in numerous ways and still has his think tank working in conjunction with it. In June 2008, Bush's Foundation for Excellence in Education[image: External link] partnered with JMI to hold a summit called Excellence in Action: A National Summit on Education Reform.[155]

In 1996, The Foundation For Florida's Future published a book that Bush had co-written, Profiles in Character (ISBN 0-9650912-0-1[image: External link]), a clear parallel to John F. Kennedy's 1955 book Profiles in Courage[image: External link]. The foundation also published and distributed policy papers, such as "A New Lease on Learning: Florida's First Charter School", which Bush co-wrote.[156] Bush subsequently wrote the foreword to another book, published by the conservative[image: External link] Heritage Foundation[image: External link] and written by Nina Shokraii Rees, School Choice 2000: What's Happening in the States (ISBN 0-89195-089-3[image: External link]).

Bush co-founded the first charter school[image: External link] in the State of Florida: Liberty City Charter School, a grades K-6 elementary school.[157] in a Miami neighborhood that, in 1980, was the site of the first major race riot[image: External link] since the Civil Rights[image: External link] era.[158] The school's co-founder, working alongside Bush, was T. Willard Fair, a local black activist and head of the Greater Miami Urban League. The Liberty City Charter School was closed in 2008 after falling more than US$1 million in debt.[159]

In 2000, Bush established the Points of Light program to recognize an "exemplary volunteer, organization, or person".[160]

Bush is the honorary chairman of the Annual AT&T Jeb Bush Florida Golf Classic, a fundraiser that benefits the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation[image: External link]. He first became involved in the benefit after meeting with committee member Lawson Dutton, whose child suffered from cystic fibrosis.[161] Supporters raised more than US$722,000 in 2014 at the 19th annual Jeb Bush Florida Classic[image: External link], exceeding their goals in attendance and revenues raised.[162][163] Since the event’s inception 19 years ago, the total revenue netted has reached over US$7.478 million.[162]
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 Personal life




In the city of León[image: External link], Mexico, where he was teaching English[image: External link] during 1970 as part of a foreign exchange[image: External link] program, Bush met Columba Garnica Gallo.[8] They were married on February 23, 1974, in Austin, Texas[image: External link].[8][164][165] As of 2014, the family residence is in Coral Gables[image: External link], Florida.[166] Bush is fluent in Spanish[image: External link].[167]

The Bushes have three children: George Prescott (born April 24, 1976, in Texas),[168][169] went to Gulliver Preparatory School[image: External link], studied at Rice University[image: External link], and earned a Juris Doctor[image: External link] degree from the University of Texas School of Law[image: External link]. In the 2014 election, he was elected Commissioner of the Texas General Land Office[image: External link].[168] Noelle Lucila (born 1977), his only daughter. And Jeb Bush, Jr., who attended Bolles School[image: External link],[8] works for a Miami[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], commercial real estate firm. Bush has four grandchildren, two through his elder son, and two through his younger son.[170] In November 2015, while campaigning in New Hampshire, Bush detailed Noelle's struggles with drug abuse.[171]

In 1995, Bush converted from Episcopalianism[image: External link] to Roman Catholicism.[172] In 2004, he became a Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus[image: External link].[173] Bush, a member of Father Hugon Council 3521 in Tallahassee, has joined the Father Hugon Assembly.[174]
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 Electoral history






	Florida gubernatorial election, 1994



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Lawton Chiles[image: External link] (incumbent)
	2,135,008
	51
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Jeb Bush
	2,071,068
	49
	






	Florida gubernatorial election, 1998[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Jeb Bush
	2,191,105
	55
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Buddy MacKay[image: External link]
	1,773,054
	45
	






	Florida gubernatorial election, 2002[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Jeb Bush (incumbent)
	2,856,845
	56
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bill McBride[image: External link]
	2,201,427
	43
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Prescott Bush






Prescott Sheldon Bush, Sr. (May 15, 1895 – October 8, 1972) was an American banker and senator. He was a Wall Street[image: External link] executive investment banker and a U.S. Senator, representing Connecticut from 1952 until January 1963. He was the father of President George H. W. Bush and the grandfather of President George W. Bush, Florida Governor[image: External link] Jeb Bush, healthcare entrepreneur Jonathan S. Bush and television personality Billy Bush.
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 Early life




Bush was born in Columbus, Ohio[image: External link],[1] to Samuel Prescott Bush and Flora Sheldon Bush. Samuel Bush was a railroad middle manager, then a steel company president and, during World War I[image: External link], also a federal government official in charge of coordination of and assistance to major weapons contractors[image: External link].

Bush attended St. George's School[image: External link] in Newport, Rhode Island[image: External link], from 1908-13. In 1913, he enrolled at Yale College[image: External link], where his paternal grandfather, James Smith Bush (class of 1844), and his maternal uncle Robert E. Sheldon, Jr (class of 1904) had matriculated. Three subsequent generations of the Bush family have been Yale alumni. Prescott Bush was admitted to the Zeta Psi[image: External link] fraternity and Skull and Bones secret society[image: External link]. George H. W. Bush and George W. Bush are also members of that society.

According to Skull and Bones lore, Prescott Bush was among a group of Bonesmen who dug up and removed the skull of Geronimo[image: External link] from his grave at Fort Sill, Oklahoma[image: External link], in 1918.[2] According to historian David L. Miller, the Bonesmen probably dug up somebody at Fort Sill, but not Geronimo.[3]

Prescott Bush was a cheerleader,[4] played varsity golf and baseball, and was president of the Yale Glee Club[image: External link].

After graduation, Bush served as a field artillery captain with the American Expeditionary Forces[image: External link] (1917–1919) during World War I[image: External link]. He received intelligence training at Verdun[image: External link], France, and was briefly assigned to a staff of French[image: External link] officers. Alternating between intelligence and artillery, he came under fire in the Meuse-Argonne offensive[image: External link].
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 Business career




After his discharge in 1919, Prescott Bush went to work for the Simmons Hardware Company[image: External link] in St. Louis[image: External link], Missouri[image: External link].

The Bush family moved to Columbus, Ohio, in 1923, where Prescott briefly worked for the Hupp[image: External link] Products Company. In November 1923, he became president of sales for Stedman Products in South Braintree, Massachusetts[image: External link]. During this time, he lived in a Victorian[image: External link] house at 173 Adams Street in Milton, Massachusetts[image: External link], where his son, George H. W. Bush, was born.

In 1924, Bush became vice-president of the investment bank A. Harriman & Co.[image: External link] where his father-in-law, George Herbert Walker[image: External link] was president. Bush's Yale classmates and fellow Bonesmen E. Roland Harriman[image: External link] and Knight Woolley also worked with the company.

In 1925, he joined the United States Rubber Company[image: External link] of New York City as manager of the foreign division, and moved to Greenwich, Connecticut[image: External link].

In 1931, he became a partner of Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.[image: External link], which was created through the 1931 amalgamation of A. Harriman & Co with Brown Bros. & Co.[image: External link], (a merchant bank[image: External link] founded in Philadelphia[image: External link] in 1818) and with Harriman Brothers & Co.[image: External link] (established in New York City in 1927).

He was an avid golfer, and in 1935 was named head of the USGA[image: External link].[5]

From 1944-56, Prescott Bush was a member of the Yale Corporation[image: External link], the principal governing body of Yale University. He was on the board of directors of CBS[image: External link], having been introduced to chairman William S. Paley[image: External link] around 1932 by his close friend and colleague W. Averell Harriman[image: External link], who became a major Democratic Party[image: External link] power broker.
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 Union Banking Corporation




Bush was a founding member and one of seven directors (including W. Averell Harriman[image: External link]) of the Union Banking Corporation[image: External link] (holding a single share out of 4,000 as a director), an investment bank that operated as a clearing house for many assets and enterprises held by German steel magnate Fritz Thyssen[image: External link].[6][7] In July 1942, the bank was suspected of holding gold on behalf of Nazi[image: External link] leaders.[8] A subsequent government investigation disproved those allegations but confirmed the Thyssens' control, and in October 1942 the United States seized the bank under the Trading with the Enemy Act[image: External link] and held the assets for the duration of World War II.[6] Journalist Duncan Campbell[image: External link] pointed out documents showing that Prescott Bush was a director and shareholder of a number of companies involved with Thyssen.[6]

According to journalist Joe Conason[image: External link], Prescott Bush's involvement with UBC was purely commercial, and he was not a Nazi sympathizer.[9] Historian Herbert Parmet agreed with that assessment.[7]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Political life




Prescott Bush was politically active on social issues. He was involved with the American Birth Control League[image: External link] as early as 1942, and served as the treasurer of the first national capital campaign of Planned Parenthood[image: External link] in 1947. He was also an early supporter of the United Negro College Fund[image: External link], serving as chairman of the Connecticut branch in 1951.

From 1947-50, he served as Connecticut Republican[image: External link] finance chairman, and was the Republican candidate for the United States Senate in 1950. A columnist in Boston[image: External link] said that Bush "is coming on to be known as President Truman's Harry Hopkins[image: External link]. Nobody knows Mr. Bush and he hasn't a Chinaman's chance[image: External link]."[10] (Harry Hopkins had been one of Franklin D. Roosevelt's closest advisors.) Bush's ties with Planned Parenthood also hurt him in strongly-Catholic Connecticut, and were the basis of a last-minute campaign in churches by Bush's opponents; the family vigorously denied the connection, but Bush lost to Sen. William Burnett Benton[image: External link] by only 1,000 votes.

Prescott Bush sought a rematch with Sen. Benton in 1952, but withdrew as the party turned to William Purtell[image: External link]. The death of Senator Brien McMahon[image: External link] later that year, however, created a vacancy and this time the Republicans nominated Bush.[11] He defeated the Democratic nominee, Abraham Ribicoff[image: External link], and was elected to the Senate. A staunch supporter of President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], he served until January 1963. He was re-elected in 1956 with 55% of the vote over Democrat[image: External link] Thomas J. Dodd[image: External link] (later U.S. Senator from Connecticut and father of Christopher J. Dodd[image: External link]), and decided not to run for another term in 1962. He was a key ally for the passage of Eisenhower's Interstate Highway System[image: External link],[12] and during his tenure supported the Polaris submarine[image: External link] project (built by Electric Boat Corporation[image: External link] in Groton, Connecticut[image: External link]), civil rights[image: External link] legislation, and the establishment of the Peace Corps[image: External link].[13]

On December 2, 1954, Prescott Bush was part of the large (67–22) majority to censure[image: External link] Wisconsin[image: External link] Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy[image: External link] after McCarthy had taken on the U.S. Army[image: External link] and the Eisenhower administration[image: External link]. During the debate leading to the censure, Bush said that McCarthy has "caused dangerous divisions among the American people because of his attitude and the attitude he has encouraged among his followers: that there can be no honest differences of opinion with him. Either you must follow Senator McCarthy blindly, not daring to express any doubts or disagreements about any of his actions, or, in his eyes, you must be a Communist, a Communist sympathizer, or a fool who has been duped by the Communist line."[14] Eisenhower later included Prescott Bush on an undated handwritten list of prospective candidates he favored for the 1960 Republican presidential nomination.

In terms of issues, Bush often agreed with New York Governor[image: External link] Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link]. According to Theodore H. White's book about the 1964 presidential election, Bush and Rockefeller were longtime friends. Bush favored a Nixon-Rockefeller ticket for 1960, and was presumed to support Rockefeller's 1964 presidential candidacy until the latter's remarriage in 1963. He then publicly denounced Rockefeller for divorcing his first wife and marrying a woman with whom Rockefeller had been having an affair while married to his first wife.[13] Bush then very publicly endorsed his former Senate colleague Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., who was also the older brother of one of Bush's proteges', former Connecticut Governor John Davis Lodge[image: External link].[13]

Another of Senator Bush's major legislative interests was flood and hurricane protection. He drafted Public Law 71, the Bush Hurricane Survey Act, enabling U.S. Army engineers to develop a new program of community protection against tidal flooding.[15][16]
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 Personal life




Prescott Bush married Dorothy Walker (1 July 1901 - 19 November 1992) on August 6, 1921, in Kennebunkport, Maine. They had five children: Prescott Jr. (August 10, 1922 – June 23, 2010),[17] George (b. 1924, named after Dorothy's father George Herbert Walker[image: External link]), Nancy (b. 1926), Jonathan (b. 1931) and William "Bucky" (b. 1938).

Bush founded the Yale Glee Club[image: External link] Associates, an alumni group, in 1937. As was his father-in-law, he was a member of the United States Golf Association[image: External link], serving successively as secretary, vice-president and president, 1928–1935. He was a multi-year club champion of the Round Hill Club in Greenwich, Connecticut[image: External link], and was on the committee set up by New York City Mayor Robert F. Wagner Jr.[image: External link] to help create the New York Mets[image: External link].

He was a member of the American Legion[image: External link] and the 40 & 8 Society[image: External link].

Bush maintained homes in New York, Long Island[image: External link] and Greenwich, Connecticut[image: External link]; the family compound[image: External link] at Kennebunkport, Maine; the 10,000-acre (40 km[image: External link]²) Duncannon Plantation near Barnwell, South Carolina[image: External link]; and a secluded island off the Connecticut coast, Fishers Island[image: External link].

He died in 1972 at age 77 and was interred at Putnam Cemetery[image: External link] in Greenwich, Connecticut[image: External link].
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 Writings




Bush's articles include:


	"Timely Monetary Policy," Banking, June 1955 and July 1955

	"To Preserve Peace Let's Show the Russians How Strong We Are!" Reader's Digest[image: External link], July 1959

	"Politics Is Your Business," Chamber of Commerce, State of New York, Bulletin, May 1960
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For other uses, see Connecticut (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 41.6°N 72.7°W[image: External link]
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	The Constitution State (official)

	The Nutmeg State

	The Provisions State

	The Land of Steady Habits
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Qui transtulit sustinet[image: External link] ( Latin[image: External link])

	He who transplanted still sustains[1]
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	Official language[image: External link]
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Nutmegger[image: External link][4]
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Bridgeport[image: External link][6]




	Largest metro[image: External link]
	
Greater Hartford[image: External link][7]
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	Ranked 48th[image: External link]



	 • Total
	5,543 sq mi

(14,357 km2)



	 • Width
	70 miles (113 km)



	 • Length
	110 miles (177 km)
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	12.6



	 • Latitude
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	 • Longitude
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	Population
	Ranked 29th[image: External link]



	 • Total
	3,590,886 (2015 est)[8]




	 •  Density[image: External link]

	739/sq mi  (285/km2)

Ranked 4th[image: External link]




	 • Median household income[image: External link]

	$72,889[9] (4th)



	Elevation[image: External link]
	



	 • Highest point
	
Massachusetts border on south slope of Mount Frissell[image: External link][10][11]

2,379 ft (725 m)



	 • Mean
	500 ft  (150 m)



	 • Lowest point
	
Long Island Sound[image: External link][10][11]

sea level



	Before statehood
	Connecticut Colony[image: External link]



	Admission to Union[image: External link]
	January 9, 1788 (5th)



	Governor[image: External link]
	
Dannel P. Malloy[image: External link] ( D[image: External link])



	Lieutenant Governor[image: External link]
	
Nancy Wyman[image: External link] ( D[image: External link])
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	 • Upper house[image: External link]

	Senate[image: External link]



	 • Lower house[image: External link]

	House of Representatives[image: External link]



	U.S. Senators[image: External link]
	
Richard Blumenthal[image: External link] ( D[image: External link])

Christopher S. Murphy[image: External link] ( D[image: External link])



	U.S. House delegation
	5 Democrats ( list[image: External link])



	Time zone[image: External link]
	
Eastern[image: External link]: UTC[image: External link] −5[image: External link]/ −4[image: External link]




	ISO 3166[image: External link]
	US-CT[image: External link]



	Abbreviations
	
CT[image: External link], Conn.[image: External link]




	Website
	www.ct.gov[image: External link]
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	Praying mantis[image: External link]



	Tree[image: External link]
	White oak[image: External link]
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Qui Transtulit Sustinet[image: External link] (He Who Transplanted Still Sustains.)
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	State route marker[image: External link]
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	Lists of United States state symbols[image: External link]




Connecticut ( i[image: External link]/ke'netket /[image: External link])[12] is the southernmost state in the New England[image: External link] region of the northeastern United States[image: External link]. As of the 2010 Census, Connecticut features the highest per-capita income, Human Development Index[image: External link] (0.962), and median household income in the United States[image: External link].[13][14][15] Connecticut is bordered by Rhode Island[image: External link] to the east, Massachusetts to the north, New York[image: External link] to the west, and Long Island Sound[image: External link] to the south. Its capital city is Hartford[image: External link], and its most populous city is Bridgeport[image: External link]. Although Connecticut is technically part of New England, it is often grouped along with New York[image: External link] and New Jersey[image: External link] as the Tri-state area[image: External link]. The state is named for the Connecticut River[image: External link], a major U.S. river that approximately bisects the state. The word "Connecticut" is derived from various anglicized spellings of an Algonquian[image: External link] word for "long tidal river".[16]

Connecticut is the third smallest[image: External link] state by area,[17] the 29th most populous[image: External link],[18] and the fourth most densely populated[image: External link][17] of the 50 United States[image: External link]. It is known as the "Constitution State[image: External link]", the " Nutmeg[image: External link] State", the "Provisions State", and the "Land of Steady Habits".[1] It was influential in the development of the federal government of the United States[image: External link]. Much of southern and western Connecticut (along with the majority of the state's population) is part of the New York metropolitan area[image: External link]; three of Connecticut's eight counties are statistically included in the New York City combined statistical area[image: External link], which is widely referred to as the Tri-State area[image: External link]. Connecticut's center of population is in Cheshire[image: External link], New Haven County[image: External link],[19] which is also located within the Tri-State area.

Connecticut's first European settlers were Dutch[image: External link]. They established a small, short-lived settlement in present-day Hartford at the confluence of the Park[image: External link] and Connecticut[image: External link] rivers called Huys de Goede Hoop[image: External link]. Initially, half of Connecticut was a part of the Dutch colony New Netherland[image: External link], which included much of the land between the Connecticut and Delaware[image: External link] rivers. The first major settlements were established in the 1630s by England. Thomas Hooker[image: External link] led a band of followers overland from the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link] and founded what became the Connecticut Colony[image: External link]; other settlers from Massachusetts founded the Saybrook Colony[image: External link] and the New Haven Colony[image: External link]. The Connecticut and New Haven Colonies established documents of Fundamental Orders[image: External link], considered the first constitutions in North America. In 1662, the three colonies were merged under a royal charter[image: External link], making Connecticut a crown colony[image: External link]. This colony was one of the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] that revolted against British rule in the American Revolution[image: External link].

The Connecticut River, Thames River[image: External link], and ports along the Long Island Sound have given Connecticut a strong maritime[image: External link] tradition which continues today. The state also has a long history of hosting the financial services[image: External link] industry, including insurance[image: External link] companies in Hartford and hedge funds[image: External link] in Fairfield County[image: External link].
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 Geography




Further information: Geology of Connecticut[image: External link] and Geology of New England[image: External link]


Connecticut is bordered on the south by Long Island Sound[image: External link], on the west by New York[image: External link], on the north by Massachusetts, and on the east by Rhode Island[image: External link]. The state capital and third largest city is Hartford[image: External link], and other major cities and towns (by population) include Bridgeport[image: External link], New Haven[image: External link], Stamford[image: External link], Waterbury[image: External link], Norwalk[image: External link], Danbury[image: External link], New Britain[image: External link], Greenwich[image: External link], and Bristol[image: External link]. Connecticut is slightly larger than the country of Montenegro[image: External link]. There are 169 incorporated towns[image: External link] in Connecticut.

The highest peak in Connecticut is Bear Mountain[image: External link] in Salisbury[image: External link] in the northwest corner of the state. The highest point is just east of where Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New York meet (42° 3' N; 73° 29' W), on the southern slope of Mount Frissell[image: External link], whose peak lies nearby in Massachusetts.[20] At the opposite extreme, many of the coastal towns have areas that are less than 20 feet above sea level.

Connecticut has a long maritime history and a reputation based on that history—yet the state has no direct oceanfront (technically speaking). The coast of Connecticut sits on Long Island Sound[image: External link], which is an estuary[image: External link]. The state's access to the open Atlantic Ocean is both to the west (toward New York City) and to the east (toward the "race" near Rhode Island). This situation provides many safe harbors from ocean storms, and many transatlantic ships seek anchor inside Long Island Sound when tropical cyclones[image: External link] pass off the upper East Coast.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Connecticut River[image: External link] cuts through the center of the state, flowing into Long Island Sound. The most populous metropolitan region centered within the state lies in the Connecticut River Valley[image: External link]. Despite Connecticut's relatively small size, it features wide regional variations in its landscape; for example, in the northwestern Litchfield Hills[image: External link], it features rolling mountains and horse farms, whereas in areas to the east of New Haven along the coast, the landscape features coastal marshes[image: External link], beaches[image: External link], and large scale maritime activities.

Further information: List of Connecticut rivers[image: External link]


Connecticut's rural areas and small towns in the northeast and northwest corners of the state contrast sharply with its industrial cities such as Stamford, Bridgeport, and New Haven, located along the coastal highways from the New York border to New London, then northward up the Connecticut River to Hartford. Many towns in northeastern and northwestern Connecticut center around a green[image: External link], such as the Litchfield Green, Lebanon Green (the largest in the state), and Wethersfield Green (the oldest in the state). Near the green typically stand historical visual symbols of New England[image: External link] towns, such as a white church[image: External link], a colonial meeting house[image: External link], a colonial tavern[image: External link] or inn[image: External link], several colonial houses[image: External link], and so on, establishing a scenic historical appearance maintained for both historic preservation[image: External link] and tourism. Many of the areas in southern and coastal Connecticut have been built up and rebuilt over the years, and look less visually like traditional New England.

The northern boundary of the state with Massachusetts is marked by the Southwick Jog or Granby Notch, an approximately 2.5 miles (4.0 km) square detour into Connecticut. The origin of this anomaly is clearly established in a long line of disputes and temporary agreements which were finally concluded in 1804, when southern Southwick's[image: External link] residents sought to leave Massachusetts, and the town was split in half.[21][22]

The southwestern border of Connecticut where it abuts New York State is marked by a panhandle[image: External link] in Fairfield County[image: External link], containing the towns of Greenwich[image: External link], Stamford[image: External link], New Canaan[image: External link], Darien[image: External link], and parts of Norwalk[image: External link] and Wilton[image: External link]. This irregularity in the boundary is the result of territorial disputes[image: External link] in the late 17th century, culminating with New York giving up its claim to the area, whose residents considered themselves part of Connecticut, in exchange for an equivalent area extending northwards from Ridgefield[image: External link] to the Massachusetts border, as well as undisputed claim to Rye, New York[image: External link].[23]

Further information: Connecticut panhandle[image: External link]


Areas maintained by the National Park Service[image: External link] include Appalachian National Scenic Trail[image: External link], Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage Corridor[image: External link], and Weir Farm National Historic Site[image: External link].[24]
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 Climate




Much of Connecticut has a humid continental climate[image: External link], with cold winters with occasional snowfall and hot, humid summers. Far southern and coastal Connecticut has a humid temperate climate[image: External link] (also called subtropical[image: External link] in some climate classifications), with hot, and humid summers and cool winters with a mix of rain and infrequent snow. Most of Connecticut sees a fairly even precipitation pattern with rainfall/snowfall spread throughout the 12 months. Connecticut averages 56% of possible sunshine (higher than the USA average), averaging 2,400 hours of sunshine[image: External link] annually.[25]

Early spring (April) can range from cool to warm, while mid and late spring (May/early June) is warm to hot. By mid June, the building Bermuda High[image: External link] creates a southerly flow of warm and sultry tropical air, bringing hot and sultry weather conditions throughout the state, with average highs in New London of 81 °F (27 °C) and 87 °F (31 °C) in Windsor Locks. Although summers are sunny in Connecticut, quick moving summer thunderstorms can bring brief downpours with thunder and lightning. On rare occasion these thunderstorms can be severe, and the state usually averages one tornado per year.[26] During hurricane season, the remains of tropical cyclones occasionally affect the region, though a direct hit is rare.

Fall type weather (cooler days and nights, fewer air masses thundershowers) starts in October and normally lasts to the first days of December. Daily high temperatures in October and November range from the 50's to 60's F with nights in the 40's and upper 30's F (November). Colorful foliage begins across northern parts of the state in early October and moves south and east reaching southeast Connecticut by early November. Far southern and coastal areas however have more oak and hickory trees (and fewer maples), and are often less colorful than areas to the north. By early December average overnight lows are below freezing across the entire state.

Winters (December through mid March) are generally moderately cold from south to north in Connecticut. The coldest month (January) has average high temperatures ranging from 38 °F (3 °C) in the coastal lowlands to 33 °F (1 °C) in the inland and northern portions on the state. The average yearly snowfall ranges from about 60 inches (1,500 mm) in the higher elevations of the northern portion of the state to only 20–25 inches (510–640 mm) along the southeast coast of Connecticut (Branford to Groton). Generally, any locale north or west of Interstate 84[image: External link] receives the most snow, during a storm, and throughout the season. Most of Connecticut has less than 60 days of snow cover. Snow usually falls from late November to late March in the northern part of the state, and from early December to mid March in the southern and coastal parts of the state. In extreme years areas of the northern part of the state has seen snow as late as mid April and late October.

Connecticut's warmest temperature is 106 °F (41 °C) which occurred in Danbury[image: External link] on July 15, 1995; the coldest temperature is −32 °F (−36 °C) which occurred in the Northwest Hills Falls Village[image: External link] on February 16, 1943, and Coventry[image: External link] on January 22, 1961.[27]



	Monthly Normal High and Low Temperatures for Various Connecticut Cities



	City
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	Bridgeport
	37/23
	39/25
	47/32
	57/41
	67/51
	76/60
	82/66
	81/65
	74/58
	63/46
	53/38
	42/28



	Hartford
	35/16
	39/19
	47/27
	59/38
	70/48
	79/57
	84/63
	82/61
	74/51
	63/40
	52/32
	40/22



	[28][29]
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 Flora




Like other states on the East Coast[image: External link], Connecticut has a rich and diverse amount of trees and plants. Forests consist of a mix of Northeastern coastal forests[image: External link] of Oak in southern areas of the state, to the upland New England-Acadian forests[image: External link] in the northwestern parts of the state. Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia[image: External link]) is the state flower, and is native to low ridges in several parts of Connecticut. Rosebay Rhododendron (Rhododendron maximum[image: External link]) is also native to eastern uplands of Connecticut and Pachaug State Forest[image: External link] is home to the Rhododendron Sanctuary Trail, which contains some of the largest wild Rhododendrons found in the United States. Atlantic white cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides[image: External link]), is found in wetlands in the southern parts of the state. Connecticut has one native cactus (Opuntia humifusa[image: External link]), found in sandy coastal areas and low hillsides. Several types of beach grasses and wildflowers are also native to Connecticut.[30]

Connecticut spans USDA Plant Hardiness Zones[image: External link] 5b to 7a. Coastal Connecticut is the broad transition zone where more southern and subtropical plants are cultivated. In some coastal communities, Magnolia grandiflora[image: External link] (southern magnolia), scrub palms (Sabal minor[image: External link]), and other broadleaved evergreens are cultivated in small numbers.
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 History




Main article: History of Connecticut[image: External link]
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 Early history




The name Connecticut is derived from anglicized versions of the Algonquian[image: External link] word that has been translated as "long tidal river" and "upon the long river",[31] referring to the Connecticut River[image: External link]. The Connecticut region was inhabited by multiple Indian[image: External link] tribes before European settlement and colonization, including the Mohegans[image: External link], the Pequots[image: External link], and the Paugusetts[image: External link].[32]
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 Colonial Connecticut




The first European explorer in Connecticut was Dutch explorer Adriaen Block[image: External link].[33] After he explored this region in 1614, Dutch fur traders sailed up the Connecticut River (then known by the Dutch as Versche Rivier, "Fresh River") and built a fort at Dutch Point in present-day Hartford, which they called "House of Hope" ( Dutch[image: External link]: Huis van Hoop).[34]

The Connecticut Colony was originally a number of separate, smaller settlements at present-day Windsor, Wethersfield, Saybrook, Hartford, and New Haven. The first English settlers came in 1633 and settled at Windsor, and then at Wethersfield the following year.[35] John Winthrop the Younger[image: External link] of Massachusetts received a commission to create a new colony at Saybrook[image: External link] at the mouth of the Connecticut River in 1635.[36]

The main body of settlers came in one large group in 1636. They were Puritans[image: External link] from Massachusetts, led by Thomas Hooker[image: External link], who established the Connecticut Colony[image: External link] at Hartford.[37] The Quinnipiack Colony[38] was established by John Davenport[image: External link], Theophilus Eaton[image: External link], and others at present-day New Haven in March 1638. The New Haven Colony had its own constitution, "The Fundamental Agreement of the New Haven Colony", which was signed on June 4, 1639.[39]

The settlements were established without official sanction of the English Crown; each was an independent political entity.[40] They naturally were presumptively English but, in a legal sense, they were only secessionist outposts of Massachusetts Bay or expansions from Plymouth Colony. In 1662, Winthrop traveled to England and obtained a charter from Charles II[image: External link] which united the settlements of Connecticut.[41]

Historically important colonial settlements included Windsor[image: External link] (1633), Wethersfield[image: External link] (1634), Saybrook[image: External link] (1635), Hartford[image: External link] (1636), New Haven (1638), Fairfield[image: External link] (1639), Guilford[image: External link] (1639), Milford[image: External link] (1639), Stratford[image: External link] (1639), Farmington[image: External link] (1640), Stamford[image: External link] (1641), and New London[image: External link] (1646).

The Pequot War marked the first major clash between Colonial settlers and Indians in New England. The Pequots[image: External link] reacted with increasing aggression to Colonial settlements in their territory, while simultaneously taking lands from the Narragansett[image: External link] and Mohegan[image: External link] tribes. Settlers responded to a murder in 1636 with a raid on a Pequot village on Block Island[image: External link]; the Pequots laid siege to Saybrook Colony's garrison that autumn, then raided Wethersfield in the spring of 1637. Colonists declared war on the Pequots, organized a band of militia and allies from the Mohegan and Narragansett tribes, and attacked a Pequot village on the Mystic River[image: External link], with death toll estimates ranging between 300 and 700 Pequots. After suffering another major loss at a battle in Fairfield[image: External link], the Pequots asked for a truce and peace terms.[42]

The western boundaries of Connecticut have been subject to change over time. The Hartford Treaty[image: External link] with the Dutch was signed on September 19, 1650, but it was never ratified by the British. According to it, the western boundary of Connecticut ran north from Greenwich Bay[image: External link] for a distance of 20 miles (32 km),[43][44] "provided the said line come not within 10 miles (16 km) of Hudson River."[43][44] This agreement was observed by both sides until war erupted between England and The Netherlands in 1652. Conflict continued concerning colonial limits until the Duke of York[image: External link] captured New Netherland[image: External link] in 1664.[43][44]

On the other hand, Connecticut's original Charter in 1662 granted it all the land to the "South Sea"—that is, the Pacific Ocean.[45] Most Colonial royal grants were for long east-west strips. Connecticut took its grant seriously and established a ninth county between the Susquehanna[image: External link] and Delaware Rivers[image: External link] named Westmoreland County[image: External link]. This resulted in the brief Pennamite Wars[image: External link] with Pennsylvania[image: External link].[46]

Yale College was established in 1701, providing Connecticut with an important institution to educate clergy and civil leaders.[47] The Congregational church dominated religious life in the colony and, by extension, town affairs in many parts.[48]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The American Revolution




Connecticut designated four delegates to the Second Continental Congress[image: External link] who signed the Declaration of Independence[image: External link]: Samuel Huntington[image: External link], Roger Sherman[image: External link], William Williams[image: External link], and Oliver Wolcott[image: External link].[49]

Connecticut's legislature authorized the outfitting of six new regiments in 1775, in the wake of the clashes between British regulars and Massachusetts militia at Lexington and Concord. There were some 1,200 Connecticut troops on hand at the Battle of Bunker Hill[image: External link] in June 1775.[50]

In 1777, the British got word of Continental Army[image: External link] supplies in Danbury[image: External link], and they landed an expeditionary force of some 2,000 troops in Westport[image: External link]. This force then marched to Danbury and destroyed homes and much of the depot. Continental Army troops and militia led by General David Wooster[image: External link] and General Benedict Arnold[image: External link] engaged them on their return march at Ridgefield[image: External link] in 1777.[51]

For the winter of 1778–79, General George Washington decided to split the Continental Army into three divisions encircling New York City[image: External link], where British General Sir Henry Clinton[image: External link] had taken up winter quarters.[52] Major General Israel Putnam[image: External link] chose Redding as the winter encampment quarters for some 3,000 regulars and militia under his command. The Redding encampment allowed Putnam's soldiers to guard the replenished supply depot in Danbury[image: External link] and to support any operations along Long Island Sound and the Hudson River[image: External link] Valley.[53] Some of the men were veterans of the winter encampment at Valley Forge[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link] the previous winter. Soldiers at the Redding camp endured supply shortages, cold temperatures, and significant snow, with some historians dubbing the encampment "Connecticut's Valley Forge".[54]

The state was also the launching site for a number of raids against Long Island orchestrated by Samuel Holden Parsons[image: External link] and Benjamin Tallmadge[image: External link],[55] and provided men and material for the war effort, especially to Washington's army outside New York City. General William Tryon[image: External link] raided the Connecticut coast[image: External link] in July 1779, focusing on New Haven, Norwalk, and Fairfield.[56] New London and Groton Heights were raided[image: External link] in September 1781 by Benedict Arnold, who had turned traitor to the British.[57]
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 19th century
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 Early National Period and Industrial Revolution




Connecticut ratified the U.S. Constitution on January 9, 1788, becoming the fifth state.[58] The state prospered during the era following the American Revolution, as mills and textile factories were built and seaports flourished from trade[59] and fisheries.

In 1786, Connecticut ceded territory to the U.S. government that became part of the Northwest Territory[image: External link]. The state retained land extending across the northern part of present-day Ohio called the Connecticut Western Reserve[image: External link].[60] The Western Reserve section was settled largely by people from Connecticut, and they brought Connecticut place names to Ohio.

Connecticut made agreements with Pennsylvania and New York which extinguished her land claims within those states' boundaries and created the Connecticut Panhandle[image: External link]. The state then ceded the Western Reserve in 1800 to the federal government,[60] which brought it to its present boundaries (other than minor adjustments with Massachusetts).

The British blockade during the War of 1812[image: External link] hurt exports and bolstered the influence of Federalists who opposed the war.[61] The cessation of imports from Britain stimulated the construction of factories to manufacture textiles and machinery. Connecticut came to be recognized as a major center for manufacturing, due in part to the inventions of Eli Whitney[image: External link] and other early innovators of the Industrial Revolution[image: External link].[62]

The state was known for its political conservatism, typified by its Federalist party and the Yale College of Timothy Dwight[image: External link]. The foremost intellectuals were Dwight and Noah Webster[image: External link],[63] who compiled his great dictionary in New Haven. Religious tensions polarized the state, as the Congregational Church struggled to maintain traditional viewpoints, in alliance with the Federalists. The failure of the Hartford Convention[image: External link] in 1814 hurt the Federalist cause, with the Republican Party gaining control in 1817.[64]

Connecticut had been governed under the "Fundamental Orders[image: External link]" since 1639, but the state adopted a new constitution in 1818.[65]
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 Civil War era




Main article: Connecticut in the American Civil War[image: External link]


Connecticut manufacturers played a major role in supplying the Union forces with weapons and supplies during the Civil War[image: External link]. The state furnished 55,000 men, formed into thirty full regiments of infantry, including two in the U.S. Colored Troops[image: External link], with several Connecticut men becoming generals. The Navy attracted 250 officers and 2,100 men, and Glastonbury native Gideon Welles[image: External link] was Secretary of the Navy. James H. Ward[image: External link] of Hartford was the first U.S. Naval Officer killed in the Civil War.[66] Connecticut casualties included 2,088 killed in combat, 2,801 dying from disease, and 689 dying in Confederate prison camps.[67][68][69]

A surge of national unity in 1861 brought thousands flocking to the colors from every town and city. However, as the war became a crusade to end slavery, many Democrats (especially Irish Catholics) pulled back. The Democrats took a pro-slavery position and included many Copperheads[image: External link] willing to let the South secede. The intensely fought 1863 election for governor was narrowly won by the Republicans.[70][71]
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 Second Industrial Revolution




Connecticut's extensive industry, dense population, flat terrain, and wealth encouraged the construction of railroads starting in 1839. By 1840, 102 miles (164 km) of line were in operation, growing to 402 miles (647 km) in 1850 and 601 miles (967 km) in 1860.[72]

The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad[image: External link], called the New Haven or "The Consolidated", became the dominant Connecticut railroad company after 1872. J. P. Morgan[image: External link] began financing the major New England railroads in the 1890s, dividing territory so that they would not compete. The New Haven purchased 50 smaller companies, including steamship lines, and built a network of light rails (electrified trolleys) that provided inter-urban transportation for all of southern New England. By 1912, the New Haven operated over 2,000 miles (3,200 km) of track with 120,000 employees.[73]

In 1875, the first telephone exchange in the world was established in New Haven.[74]
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 20th century
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 World War I




When World War I broke out in 1914, Connecticut became a major supplier of weaponry to the U.S. military; by 1918, 80% of the state's industries were producing goods for the war effort.[75] Remington Arms[image: External link] in Bridgeport produced half the small-arms cartridges used by the U.S. Army,[76] with other major suppliers including Winchester[image: External link] in New Haven and Colt[image: External link] in Hartford.[77]

Connecticut was also an important U.S. Navy supplier, with Electric Boat[image: External link] receiving orders for 85 submarines,[78] Lake Torpedo Boat[image: External link] building more than 20 subs,[79] and the Groton Iron Works[image: External link] building freighters.[80] On June 21, 1916, the U.S. Navy made Groton the site for its East Coast submarine base and school.

The state enthusiastically supported the American war effort in 1917 and 1918, with large purchases of war bonds, a further expansion of industry, and an emphasis on increasing food production on the farms. Thousands of state, local, and volunteer groups mobilized for the war effort and were coordinated by the Connecticut State Council of Defense.[81] Manufacturers wrestled with manpower shortages; Waterbury's American Brass and Manufacturing Company was running at half capacity, so the federal government agreed to furlough soldiers to work there.[82]
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 Interwar period




In 1919, J. Henry Roraback started the Connecticut Light & Power Co.[image: External link][83] which became the state's dominant electric utility. In 1925, Frederick Rentschler[image: External link] spurred the creation of Pratt & Whitney[image: External link] in Hartford to develop engines for aircraft; the company became an important military supplier in World War II and one of the three major manufacturers of jet engines in the world.[84]

On September 21, 1938, the most destructive storm in New England history struck eastern Connecticut, killing hundreds of people.[85] The eye of the "Long Island Express"[image: External link] passed just west of New Haven and devastated the Connecticut shoreline between Old Saybrook and Stonington from the full force of wind and waves, even though they had partial protection by Long Island. The hurricane caused extensive damage to infrastructure, homes, and businesses. In New London, a 500-foot sailing ship was driven into a warehouse complex, causing a major fire. Heavy rainfall caused the Connecticut River to flood downtown Hartford and East Hartford. An estimated 50,000 trees fell onto roadways.[86]
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 World War II




The advent of Lend-Lease[image: External link] in support of Britain helped lift Connecticut from the Great Depression,[87] with the state a major production center for weaponry and supplies used in World War II. Connecticut manufactured 4.1 percent of total U.S. military armaments produced during World War II, ranking ninth among the 48 states,[88] with major factories including Colt[image: External link][89] for firearms, Pratt & Whitney[image: External link] for aircraft engines, Chance Vought[image: External link] for fighter planes, Hamilton Standard[image: External link] for propellers,[90] and Electric Boat[image: External link] for submarines and PT boats.[91] In Bridgeport, General Electric produced a significant new weapon to combat tanks: the bazooka.[92]

On May 13, 1940, Igor Sikorsky[image: External link] made an untethered flight of the first practical helicopter[image: External link].[93] The helicopter saw limited use in World War II, but future military production made Sikorsky Aircraft[image: External link]'s Stratford[image: External link] plant Connecticut's largest single manufacturing site by the start of the 21st century.[94]
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 Post-World War II economic expansion




Connecticut lost some wartime factories following the end of hostilities, but the state shared in a general post-war expansion that included the construction of highways[95] and resulting in middle-class growth in suburban areas.

Prescott Bush represented Connecticut in the U.S. Senate from 1952 to 1963; his son George H.W. Bush[image: External link] and grandson George W. Bush both became Presidents of the United States.[96] In 1965, Connecticut ratified its current constitution[image: External link], replacing the document that had served since 1818.[97]

In 1968, commercial operation began for the Connecticut Yankee Nuclear Power Plant in East Haddam[image: External link]; in 1970, the Millstone Nuclear Power Station[image: External link] began operations in Waterford[image: External link].[98] In 1974, Connecticut elected Democratic Governor Ella T. Grasso[image: External link], who became the first woman in any state to be elected governor.[99]
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 Late 20th century




Connecticut's dependence on the defense industry posed an economic challenge at the end of the Cold War[image: External link]. The resulting budget crisis helped elect Lowell Weicker[image: External link] as governor on a third-party ticket in 1990. Weicker's remedy was a state income tax which proved effective in balancing the budget, but only for the short-term. He did not run for a second term, in part because of this politically unpopular move.[100]

In 1992, initial construction was completed on Foxwoods Casino[image: External link] at the Mashantucket Pequots[image: External link] reservation in eastern Connecticut, which became the largest casino in the Western Hemisphere. Mohegan Sun[image: External link] followed four years later.[101]
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 Early 21st century




In 2000, presidential candidate Al Gore chose Senator Joe Lieberman as his running mate, marking the first time that a major party presidential ticket included someone of the Jewish faith.[102] Gore and Lieberman fell five votes short of George W. Bush and Dick Cheney in the Electoral College. In the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001[image: External link], 65 state residents were killed, mostly Fairfield County[image: External link] residents who were working in the World Trade Center[image: External link].[103] In 2004, Republican Governor John G. Rowland[image: External link] resigned during a corruption investigation, later pleading guilty to federal charges.[104][105] Connecticut was hit by three major storms in just over 14 months in 2011 and 2012, with all three causing extensive property damage and electric outages. Hurricane Irene struck Connecticut August 28, and damage totaled $235 million.[106] Two months later, the "Halloween nor'easter"[image: External link] dropped extensive snow onto trees, resulting in snapped branches and trunks that damaged power lines; some areas were without electricity for 11 days.[107] Hurricane Sandy had tropical storm-force winds when it reached Connecticut October 29, 2012.[108] Sandy's winds drove storm surges into streets and cut power to 98 percent of homes and businesses, with more than $360 million in damage.[109]

On December 14, 2012, Adam Lanza shot and killed 26 people[image: External link] at Sandy Hook Elementary School[image: External link] in Newtown[image: External link], and then killed himself.[110] The massacre spurred renewed efforts by activists for tighter laws on gun ownership nationally.[111]

In the summer and fall of 2016, Connecticut experienced a drought in many parts of the state, causing some water-use bans. As of November 15, 2016, 45% of the state was listed at Severe Drought by the US Drought Monitor, including almost all of Hartford[image: External link] and Litchfield[image: External link], counties. All the rest of the state was in Moderate Drought or Severe Drought, including Middlesex[image: External link], Fairfield[image: External link], New London[image: External link], New Haven[image: External link], Windham[image: External link], and Tolland[image: External link] counties. This affected the agricultural economy in the state.[112][113][114]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	237,946
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	251,002
	
	5.5%



	1810[image: External link]
	261,942
	
	4.4%



	1820[image: External link]
	275,248
	
	5.1%



	1830[image: External link]
	297,675
	
	8.1%



	1840[image: External link]
	309,978
	
	4.1%



	1850[image: External link]
	370,792
	
	19.6%



	1860[image: External link]
	460,147
	
	24.1%



	1870[image: External link]
	537,454
	
	16.8%



	1880[image: External link]
	622,700
	
	15.9%



	1890[image: External link]
	746,258
	
	19.8%



	1900[image: External link]
	908,420
	
	21.7%



	1910[image: External link]
	1,114,756
	
	22.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	1,380,631
	
	23.9%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,606,903
	
	16.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,709,242
	
	6.4%



	1950[image: External link]
	2,007,280
	
	17.4%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,535,234
	
	26.3%



	1970[image: External link]
	3,031,709
	
	19.6%



	1980[image: External link]
	3,107,576
	
	2.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,287,116
	
	5.8%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,405,565
	
	3.6%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,574,097
	
	4.9%



	Est. 2016
	3,576,452
	
	0.1%



	
Sources:[8][115][116][117]






The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of Connecticut was 3,590,886 on July 1, 2015, a 0.47% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[8]

As of 2015, Connecticut had an estimated population of 3,590,886,[8] which is an decrease of 5,791, or -0.16%, from the prior year and an increase of 16,789, or 0.47%, since the year 2010. This includes a natural increase since the last census of 67,427 people (that is 222,222 births minus 154,795 deaths) and an increase due to net migration of 41,718 people into the state. Immigration[image: External link] from outside the United States resulted in a net increase of 75,991 people, and migration[image: External link] within the country produced a net loss of 34,273 people. Based on the 2005 estimates, Connecticut moved from the 29th most populous state to 30th. 2016 estimates put Connecticut's population at 3,576,452.[118]

6.6% of its population was reported as being under 5 years old, 24.7% under 18 years old, and 13.8% were 65 years of age or older. Females made up approximately 51.6% of the population, with 48.4% male.

In 1790, 97% of the population in Connecticut was classified as "rural". The first census in which less than half the population was classified as rural was 1890. In the 2000 census, only 12.3% was considered rural. Most of western and southern Connecticut (particularly the Gold Coast[image: External link]) is strongly associated with New York City; this area is the most affluent and populous region of the state and has high property costs and high incomes. The center of population[image: External link] of Connecticut is located in the town of Cheshire[image: External link].[19]
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 Population




As of the 2010 U.S. Census[image: External link], Connecticut's race and ethnic percentages were:


	77.6% White (71.2% Non-Hispanic White[image: External link], 6.4% White Hispanic[image: External link])

	10.1% Black or African American[image: External link]


	0.3% American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	3.8% Asian

	0.0% Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]


	5.6% from some other race

	2.6% Two or more races



In the same year Hispanics and Latinos of any race made up 13.4% of the population.[119]

The state's most populous ethnic group, Non-Hispanic White, has declined from 98% in 1940 to 71% in 2010.[120]



	Connecticut Racial Breakdown of Population



	Racial composition
	1990[121]
	2000[122]
	2010[119]



	White[image: External link]
	87.0%
	81.6%
	77.6%



	Black[image: External link]
	8.3%
	9.1%
	10.1%



	Asian[image: External link]
	1.5%
	2.4%
	3.8%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.2%
	0.3%
	0.3%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	-



	Other race[image: External link]
	2.9%
	4.3%
	5.6%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	2.2%
	2.6%




As of 2004, 11.4% of the population (400,000) was foreign-born. In 1870, native-born Americans had accounted for 75% of the state's population, but that had dropped to 35% by 1918.

As of 2000, 81.69% of Connecticut residents age 5 and older spoke English at home and 8.42% spoke Spanish, followed by Italian at 1.59%, French at 1.31% and Polish at 1.20%.[123]

The largest European ancestry groups are:[124]


	19.3% Italian[image: External link]


	17.9% Irish[image: External link]


	10.7% English[image: External link]


	10.4% German[image: External link]


	8.6% Polish[image: External link]


	6.6% French[image: External link]


	3.0% French Canadian[image: External link]


	2.7% American[image: External link]


	2.0% Scottish[image: External link]


	1.4% Scotch Irish[image: External link]




Connecticut has large Italian American[image: External link], Irish American[image: External link] and English American[image: External link] populations, as well as German American[image: External link] and Polish American[image: External link] populations, with the Italian American population having the second highest percentage of any state, behind Rhode Island (19.3%). Italian[image: External link] is the largest ancestry group in five of the state's counties, while the Irish[image: External link] are the largest group in Tolland county, French Canadians[image: External link] the largest group in Windham county. Connecticut has the highest percentage of Puerto Ricans of any state.[125] African Americans and Hispanics[image: External link] (mostly Puerto Ricans[image: External link]) are numerous in the urban areas of the state. Connecticut is also known for its relatively large Hungarian American[image: External link] population, the majority of which live in and around Fairfield[image: External link], Stamford[image: External link], Naugatuck[image: External link] and Bridgeport[image: External link]. Connecticut also has a sizable Polish American[image: External link] population, with New Britain[image: External link] containing the largest Polish American[image: External link] population in the state.

More recent immigrant populations include those from Jamaica[image: External link], Guatemala[image: External link], Haiti[image: External link], Dominican Republic[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], India[image: External link], Philippines[image: External link], Laos[image: External link], Vietnam[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], Cambodia[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Panama[image: External link], Cape Verde[image: External link] and former Soviet[image: External link] countries.[126]
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 Birth data




As of 2011, 46.1% of Connecticut's population younger than age 1 were minorities.[127]

Note: Births in table don't add up, because Hispanics are counted both by their ethnicity and by their race, giving a higher overall number.



	Live Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother



	Race[image: External link]
	2013[128]
	2014[129]
	2015[130]



	White[image: External link]:
	28,454 (78.8%)
	28,543 (78.7%)
	28,164 (78.8%)



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	20,704 (57.4%)
	20,933 (57.7%)
	20,395 (57.1%)



	Black[image: External link]
	5,103 (14.1%)
	5,154 (14.2%)
	4,988 (14.0%)



	Asian[image: External link]
	2,221 (6.2%)
	2,280 (6.3%)
	2,497 (7.0%)



	Native[image: External link]
	307 (0.9%)
	308 (0.8%)
	97 (0.3%)



	Hispanic[image: External link] (of any race)
	8,208 (22.7%)
	8,129 (22.4%)
	8,275 (23.1%)



	Total Connecticut
	36,085 (100%)
	36,285 (100%)
	35,746 (100%)
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 Religion




The religious affiliations of the people of Connecticut as of 2014:[131]


	
Christian[image: External link]: 70%

	
Mainline Protestant[image: External link]: 28%

	
Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]: 13%

	
Baptist[image: External link]: 5%

	
Presbyterian[image: External link]: <1%

	
Lutheran[image: External link]: <1%

	
Congregationalist[image: External link]: 5%

	
Episcopalian: 3%





	
Historically Black Protestant[image: External link]: 5%

	
Roman Catholic[image: External link]: 33%

	
Mormon[image: External link]: 1%

	
Orthodox Christian[image: External link]: 1%

	Other Christian (includes unspecified "Christian" and "Protestant"): 4%

	
Restorationist[image: External link]: 1%

	
Pentecostal[image: External link]: 3%









	
Jewish[image: External link]: 3%

	
Hindu[image: External link]: 1%

	
Muslim[image: External link]: 1%

	
Buddhist[image: External link]: 1%

	Other religions: 2%

	Non-religious: 23%

	
Atheist[image: External link]: 5%

	
Agnostic[image: External link]: 4%

	Nothing in particular: 14%







A Pew survey of Connecticut residents' religious self-identification showed the following distribution of affiliations: Protestant 27%, Mormonism[image: External link] 0.5%, Jewish 1%, Roman Catholic[image: External link] 43%, Orthodox 1%, Non-religious[image: External link] 23%, Jehovah's Witness 1%, Hinduism 0.5%, Buddhism 1% and Islam 0.5%.[132] Jewish congregations[image: External link] had 108,280 (3.2%) members in 2000.[133] The Jewish population is concentrated in the towns near Long Island Sound between Greenwich[image: External link] and New Haven, in Greater New Haven[image: External link] and in Greater Hartford[image: External link], especially the suburb of West Hartford[image: External link]. According to the Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link], the largest Christian denominations, by number of adherents, in 2010 were: the Catholic Church[image: External link], with 1,252,936; the United Church of Christ[image: External link], with 96,506; and non-denominational Evangelical Protestants, with 72,863.[133]

Recent immigration has brought other non-Christian religions to the state, but the numbers of adherents of other religions are still low. Connecticut is also home to New England's largest Protestant Church: The First Cathedral[image: External link] in Bloomfield, Connecticut[image: External link] located in Hartford County[image: External link]. Hartford is seat to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford[image: External link], which is sovereign over the Diocese of Bridgeport[image: External link] and the Diocese of Norwich[image: External link].
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 Largest cities and towns





	
Bridgeport[image: External link], 144,229

	
New Haven, 129,779

	
Hartford[image: External link], 124,775

	
Stamford[image: External link], 122,643

	
Waterbury[image: External link], 110,366

	
Norwalk[image: External link], 85,603

	
Danbury[image: External link], 80,893

	
New Britain[image: External link], 73,206

	
West Hartford[image: External link], 63,268

	
Greenwich[image: External link], 61,171
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 Economy




See also: List of Connecticut locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The total gross state product[image: External link] for 2012 was $229.3 billion, up from $225.4 billion in 2011.[134]

Connecticut's per capita personal income in 2013 was estimated at $60,847, the highest of any state.[135] There is, however, a great disparity in incomes throughout the state; after New York, Connecticut had the second largest gap nationwide between the average incomes of the top 1 percent and the average incomes of the bottom 99 percent.[136] According to a 2013 study by Phoenix Marketing International, Connecticut had the third-largest number of millionaires per capita in the United States, with a ratio of 7.32 percent.[137] New Canaan[image: External link] is the wealthiest town in Connecticut, with a per capita income of $85,459. Darien[image: External link], Greenwich[image: External link], Weston[image: External link], Westport[image: External link] and Wilton[image: External link] also have per capita incomes over $65,000. Hartford[image: External link] is the poorest municipality in Connecticut, with a per capita income of $13,428 in 2000.[138]

The state's seasonally adjusted unemployment rate in May 2016 was 5.7 percent, the 41st highest in the nation.[139]
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 Taxation




Before 1991, Connecticut had an investment-only income tax[image: External link] system. Income from employment was untaxed, but income from investments was taxed at 13%, the highest rate in the U.S., with no deductions allowed for costs of producing the investment income, such as interest on borrowing.

In 1991, under Governor Lowell P. Weicker, Jr.[image: External link], an Independent, the system was changed to one in which the taxes on employment income and investment income were equalized at a maximum rate of 4%. The new tax policy drew investment firms to Connecticut; as of 2014, Fairfield County[image: External link] was home to the headquarters for 14 of the 200 largest hedge funds[image: External link] in the world.[140]

As of 2014, the income tax rates on Connecticut individuals are divided into six tax brackets of 3% (on income up to $10,000); 5% ($10,000-$50,000); 5.5% ($50,000-$100,000); 6% ($100,000-$200,000); 6.5% ($200,000-$250,000); and 6.7% (more than $250,000), with additional amounts owed depending on the bracket.[141]

All wages of Connecticut residents are subject to the state's income tax, even if earned outside the state. However, in those cases, Connecticut income tax must be withheld only to the extent the Connecticut tax exceeds the amount withheld by the other jurisdiction. Since New York and Massachusetts have higher tax rates than Connecticut, this effectively means that Connecticut residents that work in those states have no Connecticut income tax withheld. Connecticut permits a credit for taxes paid to other jurisdictions, but since residents who work in other states are still subject to Connecticut income taxation, they may owe taxes if the jurisdictional credit does not fully offset the Connecticut tax amount.

Connecticut levies a 6.35% state sales tax[image: External link] on the retail sale, lease, or rental of most goods.[142] Some items and services in general are not subject to sales and use taxes unless specifically enumerated as taxable by statute[image: External link]. A provision excluding clothing under $50 from sales tax was repealed as of July 1, 2011.[142] There are no additional sales taxes imposed by local jurisdictions. In August 2013, Connecticut authorized a sales tax "holiday" for one week during which retailers did not have to remit sales tax on certain items and quantities of clothing.[143]

All real and personal property located within the state of Connecticut is taxable unless specifically exempted by statute. All assessments are at 70% of fair market value[image: External link]. Another 20% of the value may be taxed by the local government though. The maximum property tax credit is $300 per return and any excess may not be refunded or carried forward.[144] Connecticut does not levy an intangible personal property tax[image: External link]. According to the Tax Foundation[image: External link], the 2010 Census data shows Connecticut residents paying the 2nd highest average property taxes in the nation with only New Jersey ahead of them.[145]

The Tax Foundation determined Connecticut residents had the third highest burden in the nation for state and local taxes at 11.86%, or $7,150, compared to the national average of 9.8%.[146]

As of 2014, the gasoline tax in Connecticut is 49.3 cents per gallon (the third highest in the nation) and the diesel tax is 54.9 cents per gallon (the highest in the nation).[147]
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 Real estate




Of home-sale transactions that closed in March 2014, the median home in Connecticut sold for $225,000, up 3.2% from March 2013.[148] Connecticut ranked ninth nationally in foreclosure activity as of April 2014, with one of every 887 residential units involved in a foreclosure proceeding, or 0.11% of the total housing stock.,[149] including City Place I[image: External link] and the Traveler's Tower[image: External link], both housing the major insurance[image: External link] industry.
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 Industries




Finance and insurance is Connecticut's largest industry, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, generating 16.4% of gross domestic product (GDP) in 2009. Major financial industry employers include The Hartford[image: External link], Travelers[image: External link], Cigna[image: External link], Aetna[image: External link], Mass Mutual[image: External link], People's United Financial[image: External link],[150] Royal Bank of Scotland[image: External link],[151] UBS[image: External link][152] Bridgewater Associates[image: External link],[153] and GE Capital[image: External link]. Separately, the real estate industry accounted for an additional 15% of economic activity in 2009, with major employers including Realogy[image: External link][154] and William Raveis Real Estate.[155]

Manufacturing is the third biggest industry at 11.9% of GDP and dominated by Hartford-based United Technologies Corporation[image: External link] (UTC), which employs more than 22,000 people in Connecticut.[156] Lockheed Martin[image: External link] subsidiary Sikorsky Aircraft[image: External link] operates Connecticut's single largest manufacturing plant in Stratford[image: External link],[155] where it makes helicopters. Other UTC divisions include UTC Propulsion and Aerospace Systems, including jet engine manufacturer Pratt & Whitney[image: External link] and UTC Building and Industrial Systems.[157]

Other major manufacturers include the Electric Boat[image: External link] division of General Dynamics[image: External link], which makes submarines in Groton[image: External link],[158] and Boehringer Ingelheim[image: External link], a pharmaceuticals manufacturer with its U.S. headquarters in Ridgefield[image: External link].[155]

Connecticut historically was a center of gun manufacturing, and four gun-manufacturing firms continued to operate in the state as of December 2012, employing 2,000 people: Colt[image: External link], Stag[image: External link], Ruger[image: External link], and Mossberg[image: External link].[159] Marlin[image: External link], owned by Remington[image: External link], closed in April 2011.[160]

A report issued by the Connecticut Commission on Culture & Tourism on December 7, 2006 demonstrated that the areas of the arts, film, history, and tourism generated more than $14 billion in economic activity and 170,000 jobs annually. This provides $9 billion in personal income for Connecticut residents and $1.7 billion in state and local revenue.[161] The Foxwoods Resort Casino[image: External link] and Mohegan Sun[image: External link] casino number among the state's largest employers;[162] both are located on Indian reservations in the eastern part of Connecticut.

Connecticut's agricultural sector employed about 12,000 people as of 2010, with more than a quarter of that number involved in nursery stock[image: External link] production. Other agricultural products include dairy products[image: External link] and eggs[image: External link], tobacco[image: External link], fish[image: External link] and shellfish[image: External link], and fruit[image: External link].[163]

Oyster[image: External link] harvesting was historically an important source of income to towns along the Connecticut coastline. In the 19th century, oystering boomed in New Haven, Bridgeport, and Norwalk and achieved modest success in neighboring towns. In 1911, Connecticut's oyster production reached its peak at nearly 25 million pounds of oyster meats. This was, at the time, higher than production in New York, Rhode Island, or Massachusetts.[164] During this time, the Connecticut coast was known in the shellfishing industry as the oyster capital of the world. From before World War 1 until 1969, Connecticut laws restricted the right to harvest oysters in state-owned beds to sailing vessels. These laws prompted the construction of the oyster sloop style vessel that lasted well into the 20th century.[165] The sloop Hope[image: External link] is believed to be the last oyster sloop built in Connecticut, completed in Greenwich[image: External link] in 1948.
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Connecticut[image: External link]
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 Roads




Main article: List of State Routes in Connecticut[image: External link]


The Interstate highways[image: External link] in the state are Interstate 95[image: External link] (I-95; the Connecticut Turnpike[image: External link]) traveling southwest to northeast along the coast, I-84[image: External link] traveling southwest to northeast in the center of the state, I-91[image: External link] traveling north to south in the center of the state, and I-395[image: External link] traveling north to south near the eastern border of the state. The other major highways in Connecticut are the Merritt Parkway[image: External link] and Wilbur Cross Parkway[image: External link], which together form Connecticut Route 15[image: External link] (Route 15), traveling from the Hutchinson River Parkway[image: External link] in New York[image: External link] parallel to I-95 before turning north of New Haven[image: External link] and traveling parallel to I-91, finally becoming a surface road in Berlin[image: External link]. I-95 and Route 15 were originally toll roads[image: External link]; they relied on a system of toll plazas[image: External link] at which all traffic stopped and paid fixed tolls. A series of terrible crashes at these plazas eventually contributed to the decision to remove the tolls in 1988.[166] Other major arteries in the state include U.S. Route 7[image: External link] (US 7) in the west traveling parallel to the New York state line, Route 8[image: External link] farther east near the industrial city of Waterbury and traveling north–south along the Naugatuck River Valley nearly parallel with US 7, and Connecticut Route 9[image: External link] in the east.

Between New Haven and New York City, I-95 is one of the most congested highways in the United States. Although I-95 has been widened in several spots, some areas are only 3 lanes and this strains traffic capacity, resulting in frequent and lengthy rush hour[image: External link] delays. Frequently, the congestion spills over to clog the parallel Merritt Parkway and even US 1. The state has encouraged traffic reduction schemes, including rail use and ride-sharing[image: External link].[167]

Connecticut also has a very active bicycling community, with one of the highest rates of bicycle ownership and use in the United States. New Haven's cycling community, organized in a local advocacy group called ElmCityCycling, is particularly active. According to the US Census 2006 American Community Survey, New Haven has the highest percentage of commuters who bicycle to work of any major metropolitan center on the East Coast.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Rail




Rail is a popular travel mode between New Haven and New York City. Southwestern Connecticut is served by the Metro-North Railroad[image: External link]'s New Haven Line[image: External link], operated by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link] and providing commuter service to New York City and New Haven, with branches servicing New Canaan[image: External link], Danbury[image: External link], and Waterbury[image: External link]. Connecticut lies along Amtrak[image: External link]'s Northeast Corridor[image: External link] which features frequent Northeast Regional[image: External link] and Acela Express[image: External link] service from New Haven south to New York City, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, DC, and Norfolk, VA.

Coastal cities and towns between New Haven and New London are also served by the Shore Line East[image: External link] commuter line. Several new stations were completed along the Connecticut shoreline recently, and a commuter rail service called the Hartford Line[image: External link] between New Haven and Springfield on Amtrak's New Haven-Springfield Line[image: External link] is scheduled to begin operating in 2018. A proposed commuter rail service, the Central Corridor Rail Line[image: External link], will connect New London with Norwich[image: External link], Willimantic[image: External link], Storrs[image: External link], and Stafford Springs[image: External link], with service continuing into Massachusetts and Brattleboro[image: External link]. Amtrak also operates a shuttle service between New Haven and Springfield, Massachusetts[image: External link], serving Wallingford, Meriden, Berlin, Hartford, Windsor Locks, and Springfield, MA and the Vermonter[image: External link] runs from Washington to St. Albans, Vermont via the same line.
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 Bus




Statewide bus[image: External link] service is supplied by Connecticut Transit[image: External link], owned by the Connecticut Department of Transportation[image: External link], with smaller municipal authorities providing local service. Bus networks are an important part of the transportation system in Connecticut, especially in urban areas like Hartford, Stamford, Norwalk, Bridgeport and New Haven. Connecticut Transit also operates CTfastrak[image: External link], a bus rapid transit[image: External link] service between New Britain[image: External link] and Hartford[image: External link]. The bus route opened to the public on March 28, 2015.[168][169][170]
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 Air




Bradley International Airport[image: External link],[171] is located in Windsor Locks[image: External link], 15 miles (24 km) north of Hartford[image: External link]. Many residents of central and southern Connecticut also make heavy use of JFK International Airport[image: External link] and Newark International Airports[image: External link], especially for international travel. Smaller regional air service is provided at Tweed New Haven Regional Airport[image: External link]. Larger civil airports include Danbury Municipal Airport[image: External link] and Waterbury-Oxford Airport[image: External link] in western Connecticut, Hartford–Brainard Airport[image: External link] in central Connecticut, and Groton-New London Airport[image: External link] in eastern Connecticut. Sikorsky Memorial Airport[image: External link] is located in Stratford and mostly services cargo, helicopter and private aviation.
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 Ferry




The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Ferry[image: External link] travels between Bridgeport, Connecticut[image: External link] and Port Jefferson, New York[image: External link] by crossing Long Island Sound[image: External link]. Ferry service also operates out of New London[image: External link] to Orient, New York[image: External link]; Fishers Island, New York[image: External link]; and Block Island, Rhode Island[image: External link], which are popular tourist destinations. Small local services operate the Rocky Hill – Glastonbury Ferry[image: External link] and the Chester–Hadlyme Ferry[image: External link] which cross the Connecticut River.
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 Law and government




Main articles: Law of Connecticut[image: External link] and Administrative divisions of Connecticut[image: External link]




	This article is part of a series[image: External link] on the



	
Law of Connecticut[image: External link]






	

Sources of law



	Constitution of Connecticut[image: External link]

	Connecticut General Statutes[image: External link]











	

Legal history[image: External link]



	Alexander v. Yale[image: External link]
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	Boddie v. Connecticut[image: External link]
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Hartford[image: External link] has been the sole capital of Connecticut since 1875. Before then, New Haven and Hartford alternated as capitals.[58]
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 Constitutional history




Main article: History of the Connecticut Constitution[image: External link]


Connecticut is known as the "Constitution State". The origin of this nickname is uncertain, but it likely comes from Connecticut's pivotal role in the federal constitutional convention of 1787, during which Roger Sherman[image: External link] and Oliver Ellsworth[image: External link] helped to orchestrate what became known as the Connecticut Compromise[image: External link], or the Great Compromise. This plan combined the Virginia Plan[image: External link] and the New Jersey Plan[image: External link] to form a bicameral legislature, a form copied by almost every state constitution since the adoption of the federal constitution. Variations of the bicameral legislature had been proposed by Virginia and New Jersey, but Connecticut's plan was the one that was in effect until the early 20th century, when Senators ceased to be selected by their state legislatures and were instead directly elected. Otherwise, it is still the design of Congress.

The nickname also might refer to the Fundamental Orders[image: External link] of 1638–39. These Fundamental Orders represent the framework for the first formal Connecticut state government written by a representative body in Connecticut. The State of Connecticut government has operated under the direction of four separate documents in the course of the state's constitutional history[image: External link]. After the Fundamental Orders, Connecticut was granted governmental authority by King Charles II of England[image: External link] through the Connecticut Charter of 1662.

Separate branches of government did not exist during this period, and the General Assembly acted as the supreme authority. A constitution similar to the modern U.S. Constitution[image: External link] was not adopted in Connecticut until 1818. Finally, the current state constitution was implemented in 1965. The 1965 constitution absorbed a majority of its 1818 predecessor, but incorporated a handful of important modifications.
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 Executive




The governor heads the executive branch. As of 2011, Dannel Malloy[image: External link] is the Governor[image: External link][172] and Nancy Wyman[image: External link] is the Lieutenant Governor[image: External link],[173] both are Democrats. Malloy, the former mayor of Stamford[image: External link], won the 2010 general election[image: External link] for Governor, and was sworn in on January 5, 2011. From 1639 until the adoption of the 1818 constitution, the governor presided over the General Assembly. In 1974, Ella Grasso[image: External link] was elected as the governor of Connecticut. This was the first time in United States history when a woman was a governor without her husband being governor first.[99]

There are several executive departments: Administrative Services, Agriculture, Banking, Children and Families, Consumer Protection, Correction, Economic and Community Development, Developmental Services[image: External link], Construction Services, Education, Emergency Management and Public Protection, Energy & Environmental Protection, Higher Education, Insurance, Labor, Mental Health and Addiction Services, Military, Motor Vehicles, Public Health, Public Utility Regulatory Authority, Public Works, Revenue Services, Social Services, Transportation[image: External link], and Veterans Affairs. In addition to these departments, there are other independent bureaus, offices and commissions.[174]

In addition to the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, there are four other executive officers named in the state constitution that are elected directly by voters: Secretary of the State, Treasurer, Comptroller, and Attorney General. All executive officers are elected to four-year terms.[58]
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 Legislative




The legislature is the General Assembly[image: External link]. The General Assembly is a bicameral[image: External link] body consisting of an upper body, the State Senate[image: External link] (36 senators); and a lower body, the House of Representatives[image: External link] (151 representatives).[58] Bills must pass each house in order to become law. The governor can veto the bill, but this veto can be overridden by a two-thirds majority in each house. Per Article XV of the state constitution, Senators and Representatives must be at least 18 years of age and are elected to two-year terms in November on even-numbered years. There also must always be between 30 and 50 senators and 125 to 225 representatives. The Lieutenant Governor presides over the Senate, except when absent from the chamber, when the President pro tempore[image: External link] presides. The Speaker of the House[image: External link] presides over the House.[175] As of 2014, Brendan Sharkey[image: External link] is the Speaker of the House of Connecticut.

As of 2015, Connecticut's United States Senators[image: External link] are Richard Blumenthal[image: External link] (Democrat) and Chris Murphy[image: External link] (Democrat).[176] Connecticut has five representatives in the U.S. House[image: External link], all of whom are Democrats.[177]

Locally elected representatives also develop Local ordinances[image: External link] to govern cities and towns.[178] The town ordinances often include noise control[image: External link] and zoning[image: External link] guidelines.[179] However, the State of Connecticut does also provide statewide ordinances for noise control as well.[180]
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 Judicial




The highest court[image: External link] of Connecticut's judicial branch is the Connecticut Supreme Court[image: External link], headed by the Chief Justice of Connecticut. The Supreme Court is responsible for deciding on the constitutionality of the law or cases as they relate to the law. Its proceedings are similar to those of the United States Supreme Court, with no testimony given by witnesses, and the lawyers of the two sides each present oral arguments no longer than thirty minutes. Following a court proceeding, the court may take several months to arrive at a judgment. As of 2015 the Chief Justice[image: External link] is Chase T. Rogers[image: External link].[181]

In 1818, the court became a separate entity, independent of the legislative and executive branches.[182] The Appellate Court is a lesser statewide court and the Superior Courts are lower courts that resemble county courts of other states.

The State of Connecticut also offers access to Arrest warrant[image: External link] enforcement statistics through the Office of Policy and Management.[183]
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 Local government




See also: Administrative divisions of Connecticut[image: External link]



	
and several lists: List of municipalities of Connecticut by population[image: External link], List of towns in Connecticut[image: External link], List of cities in Connecticut[image: External link], Borough (Connecticut)[image: External link], List of counties in Connecticut[image: External link]




Connecticut does not have county[image: External link] government, unlike all other states except Rhode Island. Connecticut county governments were mostly eliminated in 1960, with the exception of sheriffs[image: External link] elected in each county.[184] In 2000, the county sheriff was abolished and replaced with the state marshal[image: External link] system, which has districts that follow the old county territories. The judicial system is divided into judicial districts at the trial-court level which largely follow the old county lines.[185] The eight counties[image: External link] are still widely used for purely geographical and statistical purposes, such as weather reports[image: External link] and census reporting.

Connecticut shares with the rest of New England[image: External link] a governmental institution called the New England town[image: External link]. The state is divided into 169 towns which serve as the fundamental political jurisdictions.[58] There are also 21 cities,[58] most of which simply follow the boundaries of their namesake towns and have a merged city-town government. There are two exceptions: the City of Groton[image: External link], which is a subsection of the Town of Groton[image: External link], and the City of Winsted[image: External link] in the Town of Winchester[image: External link]. There are also nine incorporated boroughs[image: External link] which may provide additional services to a section of town.[58][186] Naugatuck[image: External link] is a consolidated town and borough.

The state is also divided into 15 planning regions[image: External link] defined by the state Office of Planning and Management, with the exception of the Town of Stafford in Tolland County.[187] The Intragovernmental Policy Division of this Office coordinates regional planning with the administrative bodies of these regions. Each region has an administrative body known as a regional council of governments, a regional council of elected officials, or a regional planning agency. The regions are established for the purpose of planning "coordination of regional and state planning activities; redesignation of logical planning regions and promotion of the continuation of regional planning organizations within the state; and provision for technical aid and the administration of financial assistance to regional planning organizations".[187]
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 Politics




Further information: Political party strength in Connecticut[image: External link] and Elections in Connecticut[image: External link]
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 Registered voters




Connecticut residents who register to vote have the option of declaring an affiliation to a political party, may become unaffiliated at will, and may change affiliations subject to certain waiting periods. As of 2016 about 60% of registered voters are enrolled (just over 1% total in 28 third parties[image: External link] minor parties), and ratios among unaffiliated voters and the two major parties are about 8 unaffiliated for every 7 in the Democratic Party of Connecticut[image: External link] and for every 4 in the Connecticut Republican Party.

(Among the minor parties, the Libertarian Party[image: External link] and Green Party[image: External link] appeared in the Presidential-electors column in 2016, and drew, respectively, 2.96% and 1.39% of the vote.)

Many Connecticut towns and cities show a marked preference for moderate candidates of either party. [2][image: External link]



	Connecticut voter registration and party enrollment as of October 26, 2016[188]



	Party
	Active voters
	Percentage



	
	Unaffiliated
	831,436
	39.59%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	790,188
	37.63%



	
	Republican
	452,243
	21.54%



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	21,216
	1.01%



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	2,561
	0.12%



	
	Green[image: External link]
	1,827
	0.09%



	
	Working Families[image: External link]
	323
	0.02%



	
	24 other minor parties without

statewide enrollment privileges
	226
	0.01%



	Total
	2,100,020
	100%
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 Political office




Elections in Connecticut take place mostly at the levels of town and/or city, state legislative districts for both houses, Congressional districts, and statewide. In almost all races, the two major parties have some practical advantages granted on the basis of their respective performances in the most recent election covering the same constituency. Several processes, to varying degrees internal to either a major or minor party, are in practice nearly prerequisites to being permitted mention on the provided ballots, and even more so to winning office.

More specifically, the status of "major party" is usually reconfirmed every four years, as belonging to the two parties that polled best, statewide, in the gubernatorial column; this status includes the benefit of appearing in one of the top two rows on the ballot provided the party has at least one candidate on the ballot. Minor parties appear below major parties, and their performance in recent elections determines whether a candidates who wins in their nomination process must also meet a petitioning threshold in order to appear.

In a major party, a party convention for the office's constituency must be held; in practice, at the town level, a major party convention of voters of the town who are enrolled in the party usually is attended almost exclusively by members of the town party committee. The convention may choose to endorse a candidate, who will appear on the ballot unless additional candidates meet a petition threshold for a primary election; if at least one candidate meets the petition threshold, the endorsed candidate and all who meet the threshold appear on the primary ballot, and the winner of the primary election appears on the party line for that office.

A candidate wishing to run on the ballot line of a minor-party which has recently enough met a general-election vote threshold follows similar steps; candidates of other minor parties must meet petition thresholds, and if other candidates of the same party, for the same office, do so as well, only the winner of a resulting primary will appear on the ballot.

Campaigns by candidates not on the ballot generally are entirely symbolic, and while any voter can cast a write-in ballot, write-in ballots are not even tallied by election officials, except for candidates who have submitted a formal request that the tally be made.

In short, most winning candidates have won the endorsement of the applicable "major"-party convention; nearly all of the rest have won with a "professionally managed" primary-election campaign; and successful minor-party candidates are almost without exception major-party figures like Lowell Weicker[image: External link] whose minor parties disappear after that success. A Connecticut Party[image: External link], which Weicker founded, became nominally the leading major party, and state law was changed during his administration to provide that in a situation such as his win, the top "three" parties in the governor's race all became major parties.

Chris Murphy[image: External link] and Richard Blumenthal[image: External link] are Connecticut's U.S. senators; both are Democrats.
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 Republican areas






	Presidential election results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Percent
	Absolute
	Percent
	Absolute



	2016[image: External link]
	40.94%
	673,139
	54.57%
	897,281



	2012[image: External link]
	40.73%
	634,892
	58.06%
	905,083



	2008[image: External link]
	38.22%
	629,428
	60.59%
	997,773



	2004[image: External link]
	43.95%
	693,826
	54.31%
	857,488



	2000[image: External link]
	38.44%
	561,094
	55.91%
	816,015



	1996[image: External link]
	34.69%
	483,109
	52.83%
	735,740



	1992[image: External link]
	35.78%
	578,313
	42.21%
	682,318



	1988[image: External link]
	51.98%
	750,241
	46.87%
	676,584



	1984[image: External link]
	60.73%
	890,877
	38.83%
	569,597



	1980[image: External link]
	48.16%
	677,210
	38.52%
	541,732



	1976[image: External link]
	52.06%
	719,261
	46.90%
	647,895



	1972[image: External link]
	58.57%
	810,763
	40.13%
	555,498



	1968[image: External link]
	44.32%
	556,721
	49.48%
	621,561



	1964[image: External link]
	32.09%
	390,996
	67.81%
	826,269



	1960[image: External link]
	46.27%
	565,813
	53.73%
	657,055




The suburban towns of New Canaan[image: External link] and Darien[image: External link] in Fairfield County are considered the most Republican areas in the state. Westport[image: External link], a wealthy town a few miles to the east, is often considered one of the most loyally Democratic, liberal towns in Fairfield County. The historically Republican-leaning wealthy town of Wilton[image: External link] voted in the majority for Barack Obama in the 2008 Presidential Election. Fairfield[image: External link], the namesake of the county[image: External link], has historically favored moderate Republicans in municipal, congressional, senatorial, and gubernatorial campaigns, but in recent years has supported Democratic Presidential nominees. Norwalk[image: External link] and Stamford[image: External link], two larger, mixed-income communities in Fairfield County, have in many elections favored moderate Republicans including former Governor John G. Rowland[image: External link] and former Congressman Chris Shays[image: External link], however they have favored Democrats in recent US presidential election years, with Shays being defeated by Democrat Jim Himes[image: External link] in the 2008 election.

The state's Republican-leaning areas are the rural Litchfield County[image: External link] and adjoining exurbs in the western side of Hartford County[image: External link], the industrial towns of the Naugatuck River Valley[image: External link], and some of the affluent Fairfield County[image: External link] towns near the New York border.

Joe Lieberman's predecessor, Lowell P. Weicker, Jr.[image: External link], was the last Connecticut Republican to serve as Senator. Weicker was known as a liberal Republican. He broke with President Richard Nixon during Watergate[image: External link] and successfully ran for governor in 1990 as an independent, creating A Connecticut Party[image: External link] as his election vehicle. Before Weicker, the last Republican[image: External link] to represent Connecticut in the Senate was Prescott Bush, the father of former President George H.W. Bush[image: External link] and the grandfather of former President George W. Bush. He served 1953–63.
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 Democratic areas




Waterbury[image: External link] has a Democratic registration edge, but usually favors conservative candidates of both traditional parties. In Danbury[image: External link] unaffiliated voters outnumber voters registered with either major party. Other smaller cities including Meriden[image: External link], New Britain[image: External link], Norwich[image: External link] and Middletown[image: External link] favor Democratic candidates. The state's major cities— Hartford[image: External link], New Haven[image: External link], Bridgeport[image: External link] and Stamford[image: External link]—are all strongly Democratic.

As of 2011, Democrats controlled all five federal congressional seats. The last Republican to be elected, Chris Shays[image: External link], lost his seat to Democrat Jim Himes in 2008.
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 Voting




In April 2012 both houses of the Connecticut state legislature passed a bill (20 to 16 and 86 to 62) that abolished the capital punishment[image: External link] for all future crimes, while 11 inmates who were waiting on the death row[image: External link] at the time could still be executed.[190]

In July 2009 the Connecticut legislature overrode a veto by Governor M. Jodi Rell[image: External link] to pass SustiNet[image: External link], the first significant public-option health care reform legislation in the nation.[191]
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 Education
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 K–12




See also: Connecticut State Board of Education[image: External link]


The Connecticut State Board of Education[image: External link] manages the public school system for children in grades K–12. Board of Education members are appointed[image: External link] by the Governor of Connecticut[image: External link]. Statistics for each school are made available to the public through an online database system called "CEDAR".[192] The CEDAR database also provides statistics for "ACES" or "RESC" schools for children with behavioral disorders.[193]
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 Private schools




See also: Country Day School movement[image: External link]




	
Academy of Our Lady of Mercy, Lauralton Hall[image: External link] (1905)

	
Avon Old Farms School[image: External link] (1927)

	
Bridgeport International Academy[image: External link] (1997)

	
Brunswick School[image: External link] (1902)

	
Canterbury School[image: External link] (1915)

	
Cheshire Academy[image: External link] (1794)

	
Choate Rosemary Hall[image: External link] (1890)

	
East Catholic High School[image: External link] (1961)

	
Ethel Walker School[image: External link] (1911)

	
Fairfield Country Day School[image: External link] (1936)

	
Fairfield College Preparatory School[image: External link] (1942)

	
Foote School[image: External link] (1916)

	
Greens Farms Academy[image: External link] (1925)

	
Greenwich Country Day School[image: External link] (1926)

	
The Gunnery[image: External link] (1850)

	
Hopkins School[image: External link] (1660)

	
Hotchkiss School[image: External link] (1891)

	
Kent School[image: External link] (1906)

	
Kingswood-Oxford School[image: External link] (1909)

	
Loomis Chaffee[image: External link] (1914)

	
Marianapolis Preparatory School[image: External link] (1926)

	
The Master's School (1970)

	
Mercy High School[image: External link] (1963)

	
Miss Porter's School[image: External link] (1843)

	
New Canaan Country School[image: External link] (1916)

	
Northwest Catholic High School[image: External link] (1961)

	
Norwich Free Academy[image: External link] (1854)

	
Notre Dame Catholic High School[image: External link] (1955)

	
Notre Dame High School[image: External link] (1946)

	
Pomfret School[image: External link] (1894)

	
Saint Bernard School[image: External link] (1956)

	
Stanwich School[image: External link] (1998)

	
St. Paul Catholic High School[image: External link] (1966)

	
Suffield Academy[image: External link] (1833)

	
The Taft School[image: External link] (1890)

	Watkinson School[image: External link]

	Westminster School (Connecticut)[image: External link]

	
Westover School[image: External link] (1909)

	
The Williams School[image: External link] (1891)

	
Xavier High School[image: External link] (1963)
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 Colleges and universities




Connecticut was home to the nation's first law school, Litchfield Law School[image: External link], which operated from 1773 to 1833 in Litchfield[image: External link]. Hartford Public High School[image: External link] (1638) is the third-oldest secondary school in the nation after the Collegiate School[image: External link] (1628) in Manhattan[image: External link] and the Boston Latin School[image: External link] (1635).
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 Private





	
Yale University (1701)[194]


	
Trinity College[image: External link] (1823)

	
Wesleyan University[image: External link] (1831)

	
University of Hartford[image: External link] (1877)

	
Post University[image: External link] (1890)

	
Connecticut College[image: External link] (1911)

	
United States Coast Guard Academy[image: External link] (1915)

	
University of New Haven[image: External link] (1920)

	
University of Bridgeport[image: External link] (1927)

	
Albertus Magnus College[image: External link] (1925)

	
Quinnipiac University[image: External link] (1929)

	
University of Saint Joseph (Connecticut)[image: External link] (1932)

	
Mitchell College[image: External link] (1938)

	
Fairfield University[image: External link] (1942)

	
Sacred Heart University[image: External link] (1963)
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 Public universities




See also: Connecticut State University System[image: External link]



	
Central Connecticut State University[image: External link] (1849)

	
University of Connecticut[image: External link] (1881)[195]


	
Eastern Connecticut State University[image: External link] (1889)

	
Southern Connecticut State University[image: External link] (1893)

	
Western Connecticut State University[image: External link] (1903)

	
Charter Oak State College[image: External link] (1973)
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 Public community colleges





	
Capital Community College[image: External link] (1946)[196]


	
Norwalk Community College[image: External link] (1961)[197]


	
Manchester Community College[image: External link] (1963)[198]


	
Naugatuck Valley Community College[image: External link] (1964)[199]


	
Northwestern Connecticut Community College[image: External link] (1965)[200]


	
Middlesex Community College[image: External link] (1966)[201]


	
Housatonic Community College[image: External link] (1967)[202]


	
Gateway Community College[image: External link] (1968)[203]


	
Asnuntuck Community College[image: External link] (1969)[204]


	
Tunxis Community College[image: External link] (1969)[205]


	
Quinebaug Valley Community College[image: External link] (1971)[206]


	
Three Rivers Community College[image: External link] (1992)[207]




The state also has many noted private day schools, and its boarding schools draw students from around the world.

See also: List of school districts in Connecticut[image: External link]
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 Sports
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 Professional sports




See also: Professional ice hockey in Connecticut[image: External link]


The Connecticut Sun[image: External link] of the WNBA[image: External link] currently play at the Mohegan Sun Arena[image: External link] in Uncasville[image: External link].

The Hartford Yard Goats[image: External link] of the Eastern League[image: External link] are a AA affiliate of the Colorado Rockies[image: External link]. Also, the Connecticut Tigers[image: External link] play in the New York-Penn League[image: External link] and are a A affiliate of the Detroit Tigers[image: External link]. The Bridgeport Bluefish[image: External link] and the New Britain Bees[image: External link] play in the Atlantic League[image: External link].

Currently, there are two Connecticut teams in the American Hockey League[image: External link]: the Bridgeport Sound Tigers[image: External link], a farm team for the New York Islanders[image: External link], compete at the Webster Bank Arena[image: External link] in Bridgeport[image: External link]; the Hartford Wolf Pack[image: External link], the affiliate of the New York Rangers[image: External link], play in the XL Center[image: External link] in Hartford.

The state hosts several major sporting events. Since 1952, a PGA Tour[image: External link] golf tournament has been played in the Hartford area. Originally called the "Insurance City Open" and later the "Greater Hartford Open", the event is now known as the Travelers Championship[image: External link]. The Connecticut Open[image: External link] tennis tournament is held annually in the Cullman-Heyman Tennis Center[image: External link] at Yale University in New Haven.

Lime Rock Park[image: External link] in Salisbury is a 1.5-mile (2.4 km) road racing course, home to American Le Mans Series[image: External link], Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car Series[image: External link], SCCA[image: External link] and K&N Pro Series East[image: External link] races. Thompson International Speedway[image: External link], Stafford Motor Speedway[image: External link] and Waterford Speedbowl[image: External link] are oval tracks holding weekly races for NASCAR Modifieds and other classes, including the NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour. The state also hosts several major mixed martial arts[image: External link] events for Bellator MMA[image: External link] and the Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link].
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 Former major league teams




Connecticut has been the home of multiple teams in the big four sports leagues[image: External link], though currently hosts none. Connecticut's longest-tenured and only modern full-time "big four" franchise were the Hartford Whalers[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link], who played in Hartford from 1975 to 1997 at the Hartford Civic Center[image: External link]. Their departure to Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link], over disputes with the state over the construction of a new arena, caused great controversy and resentment. The former Whalers are now known as the Carolina Hurricanes[image: External link].

In 1926, Hartford had a franchise in the National Football League[image: External link] known as the Hartford Blues[image: External link]. The NFL would return to Connecticut from 1973 to 1974 when New Haven hosted the New York Giants[image: External link] at Yale Bowl[image: External link] while Giants Stadium[image: External link] was under construction.[208]

The Hartford Dark Blues[image: External link] joined the National League[image: External link] for one season in 1876, making them the state's only Major League Baseball[image: External link] franchise, before moving to Brooklyn, New York[image: External link] and then disbanding one season later. From 1975 to 1995, the Boston Celtics[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] played a number of home games at the Hartford Civic Center.
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 Other defunct teams




From 1996 to 1998, Connecticut was home to a professional woman's basketball team, American Basketball League[image: External link] franchise the New England Blizzard[image: External link], who played at the XL Center[image: External link].

Hartford has hosted two Arena Football League[image: External link] franchises, in the Connecticut Coyotes[image: External link] from 1995 to 1996 and the New England Sea Wolves[image: External link] from 1999 to 2000, both playing at the Civic Center. Hartford was home to the Hartford Colonials[image: External link] of the United Football League[image: External link] for one season in 2010.
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 Current professional sports teams






	Team
	Sport
	League



	Bridgeport Sound Tigers[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	American Hockey League[image: External link]



	Hartford Wolf Pack[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	American Hockey League



	Danbury Titans[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	Federal Hockey League[image: External link]



	Connecticut Whale[image: External link]
	Ice Hockey
	National Women's Hockey League[image: External link]



	Hartford Yard Goats[image: External link]
	Baseball
	
Eastern League[image: External link] (AA)



	Connecticut Tigers[image: External link]
	Baseball
	
New York–Penn League[image: External link] (A)



	Bridgeport Bluefish[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Atlantic League[image: External link]



	New Britain Bees[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Atlantic League[image: External link]



	Connecticut Sun[image: External link]
	Basketball
	Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link]



	Connecticut Wildcats[image: External link]
	Rugby league[image: External link]
	USA Rugby League[image: External link]



	AC Connecticut[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Premier Development League[image: External link]



	New England Black Wolves[image: External link]
	Lacrosse
	National Lacrosse League[image: External link]
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 Amateur sports




The Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC)[image: External link] is the state's sanctioning body for high school sports.
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 College sports




The Connecticut Huskies[image: External link], often called "UConn", play NCAA Division I[image: External link] sports and are popular in the state. Both the men's basketball[image: External link] and women's basketball[image: External link] teams have won multiple national championships, including in 2004, when UConn became the first school in NCAA Division I history to have its men's and women's basketball programs win the national title in the same year.[209] In 2014, UConn repeated its feat of being the only school in NCAA Division I to win men's and women's basketball tournaments in the same year.[210] The UConn women's basketball team holds the record for the longest consecutive winning streak in NCAA college basketball at 111 games, a streak that ended in 2017.[citation needed[image: External link]] The UConn Huskies football team[image: External link] has played in the Football Bowl Subdivision[image: External link] since 2002, and has played in four bowl games since.

New Haven biennially hosts "The Game[image: External link]" between the Yale Bulldogs[image: External link] and the Harvard Crimson[image: External link], the country's second-oldest college football rivalry. Yale alum Walter Camp[image: External link], deemed the "Father of American Football", helped develop modern football while living in New Haven.[211]

Other Connecticut universities which feature Division I sports teams are Quinnipiac University[image: External link], Fairfield University[image: External link], Central Connecticut State University[image: External link], Sacred Heart University[image: External link], and the University of Hartford[image: External link].
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 Etymology and symbols






	Connecticut state symbols[image: External link]



	Living insignia



	Bird[image: External link]
	American robin[image: External link]



	Fish[image: External link]
	American shad[image: External link]



	Flower[image: External link]
	Mountain laurel[image: External link]



	Insect[image: External link]
	European mantis[image: External link]



	Mammal[image: External link]
	Sperm whale[image: External link]



	Tree[image: External link]
	
Charter Oak[image: External link], a white oak[image: External link]




	Inanimate insignia



	Dance[image: External link]
	Square dance[image: External link]



	Fossil[image: External link]
	Dinosaur tracks[image: External link]



	Mineral[image: External link]
	Garnet[image: External link]



	Motto[image: External link]
	


	
Qui transtulit sustinet[image: External link] Latin[image: External link]


	"He Who Transplanted Still Sustains"









	Shell[image: External link]
	Eastern oyster[image: External link]



	Ship[image: External link]
	
USS Nautilus  (SSN-571)[image: External link], Freedom Schooner Amistad[image: External link]




	Slogan[image: External link]
	Full of Surprises



	Song[image: External link]
	


	"Yankee Doodle[image: External link]"

	"The Nutmeg[image: External link]"









	Tartan[image: External link]
	Connecticut State Tartan[image: External link]



	State route marker[image: External link]



	State quarter[image: External link]



	Lists of United States state symbols[image: External link]




The name "Connecticut" originated with the Mohegan[image: External link] word quonehtacut, meaning "place of long tidal river".[58] Connecticut's official nickname is "The Constitution State", adopted in 1959 and based on its colonial constitution of 1638–39 which was the first in America and, arguably, the world.[1] Connecticut is also unofficially known as "The Nutmeg[image: External link] State,"[1] whose origin is unknown. It may have come from its sailors returning from voyages with nutmeg, which was a very valuable spice in the 18th and 19th centuries. It may have originated in the early machined sheet tin nutmeg grinders sold by early Connecticut peddlers. It is also facetiously said to come from Yankee[image: External link] peddlers from Connecticut who would sell small carved nobs of wood shaped to look like nutmeg to unsuspecting customers.[212] George Washington gave Connecticut the title of "The Provisions State"[1] because of the material aid that the state rendered to the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] effort. Connecticut is also known as "The Land of Steady Habits".[1]

According to Webster's New International Dictionary (1993), a person who is a native or resident of Connecticut is a "Connecticuter". There are numerous other terms coined in print but not in use, such as "Connecticotian" (Cotton Mather[image: External link] in 1702) and "Connecticutensian" (Samuel Peters[image: External link] in 1781). Linguist Allen Walker Read suggests the more playful term "connecticutie." " Nutmegger[image: External link]" is sometimes used,[212] as is " Yankee[image: External link]." The official state song is "Yankee Doodle[image: External link]"), though this usually refers to someone from the wider New England[image: External link] region. (In the Southern United States, the term "Yankee" refers to anyone who lives north of the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link].) The traditional abbreviation of the state's name is "Conn.;" the official postal abbreviation[image: External link] is CT.

Commemorative stamps[image: External link] issued by the United States Postal Service[image: External link] with Connecticut themes include Nathan Hale[image: External link], Eugene O'Neill[image: External link], Josiah Willard Gibbs[image: External link], Noah Webster[image: External link], Eli Whitney[image: External link], the whaling[image: External link] ship the Charles W. Morgan[image: External link] which is docked at Mystic Seaport[image: External link], and a decoy[image: External link] of a broadbill duck[image: External link].



	Connecticut state insignia and historical figures



	State aircraft
	Vought F4U Corsair[image: External link]



	State hero
	Nathan Hale[image: External link]



	State heroine
	Prudence Crandall[image: External link]



	State composer
	Charles Edward Ives[image: External link]



	State statues in Statuary Hall[image: External link]

	
Roger Sherman[image: External link] and Jonathan Trumbull[image: External link]




	State poet laureate[image: External link]
	
Dick Allen[image: External link][213]




	Connecticut State Troubadour[image: External link]
	Kristen Graves



	State composer laureate
	Jacob Druckman[image: External link]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Connecticut[image: External link]



	
George H.W. Bush[image: External link], the 41st president of the United States, grew up in Greenwich[214] a member of the Bush political family[image: External link], with roots in the state extending three generations.

	
George W. Bush, the 43rd president of the United States, was born in New Haven.[215]


	
Richard[image: External link] and Karen Carpenter[image: External link], brother and sister duo of The Carpenters[image: External link] who won a Grammy and sold over 60 million albums by 1983; born in New Haven 1946 and 1950, respectively.

	
Charles Dow[image: External link], founder of The Wall Street Journal and Dow Jones[image: External link].[216]


	
Katharine Hepburn[image: External link], named by the American Film Institute as the greatest female star in Hollywood history.[217]


	
J.P. Morgan[image: External link], financier and philanthropist who dominated a period of industrial consolidation and intervened in multiple economic panics during his time.[218]


	
Jackie Robinson[image: External link], who broke baseball's "color line," contributing significantly to the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link].[219]


	
Igor Sikorsky[image: External link], who created and flew the first practical helicopter.[220]


	
Harriet Beecher Stowe[image: External link], whose novel Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852) energized anti-slavery forces in the American North.[221]


	
Meryl Streep[image: External link], who holds the record for the most Academy Awards[image: External link] nominations for acting.[222]


	
Mark Twain[image: External link] resided in his innovative Hartford[image: External link] home from 1871 until 1891, during which time he published The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. He lived in Redding[image: External link] from 1908 until his death in 1910.[223]


	
Noah Webster[image: External link] was born in Hartford in an area that is now part of West Hartford[image: External link] and was the author of the Blue Backed Speller, now known as Webster's Dictionary. The Speller was used to teach spelling to five generations of Americans.[224]


	
Eli Whitney[image: External link], best known for inventing the cotton gin[image: External link] which shaped the economy of the Antebellum South[image: External link], and promoting the design of interchangeable parts in production, a major development leading to the Industrial Revolution[image: External link].[225]


	
Glenn Close[image: External link], American actress who is best known for appearing as Alex Forrest in Fatal Attraction[image: External link], and Cruella de Vil[image: External link] in Disney's live-action remake of the 101 Dalmatians[image: External link].[226]


	
Seth MacFarlane[image: External link], a cartoonist, well known for creating Family Guy[image: External link], American Dad[image: External link], Cleveland Show[image: External link], and the TED series[image: External link].[227]
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 See also





	Index of Connecticut-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of Connecticut[image: External link]—organized list of topics about Connecticut

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Connecticut[image: External link]
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Federal Marriage Amendment






The Federal Marriage Amendment (FMA) (also referred to by proponents as the Marriage Protection Amendment) is a proposed amendment[image: External link] to the United States Constitution which would define marriage[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] as a union of one man and one woman. The FMA would also prevent judicial extension of marriage rights to same-sex[image: External link] or other unmarried heterosexual couples. An amendment to the U.S. Constitution requires the support of two thirds of each house of Congress and ratification by three fourths of the states. The last Congressional vote on the proposed Amendment occurred in the United States House of Representatives on July 18, 2006, when the Amendment failed 236 to 187, falling short of the 290 votes required for passage in that body. The Senate has only voted on cloture motions with regard to the proposed Amendment, the last of which was on June 7, 2006, when the motion failed 49 to 48, falling short of the 60 votes required to allow the Senate to proceed to consideration of the Amendment and the 67 votes required to send the amendment to the states.
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 Background and current law
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 Role of states




In the United States, civil marriage is governed by state law[image: External link]. Each state is free to set the conditions for a valid marriage, subject to limits set by the state's own constitution and the U.S. Constitution. Traditionally, a marriage was considered valid if the requirements of the marriage law of the state where the marriage took place were fulfilled. (First Restatement of Conflicts on Marriage and Legitimacy s.121 (1934)). However, a state can refuse to recognize a marriage if the marriage violates a strong public policy of the state, even if the marriage was legal in the state where it was performed. (Restatement (Second) Of Conflict of Laws § 283(2) (1971).) States historically exercised this "public policy exception" by refusing to recognize out-of-state polygamous marriages, underage marriages, incestuous marriages, and interracial marriages. Following the Windsor decision in 2013, nearly all courts that have addressed the issue have held that states with laws defining marriage as a one-man, one woman union can not refuse to recognize same-sex marriages that were legally performed elsewhere and must permit all people, regardless of gender or sexual orientation, the right to marry.

Same-sex marriage is currently legal in all US States[image: External link]. In 2003 and 2008 respectively, the Massachusetts[image: External link] and California[image: External link] Supreme courts ruled in Goodridge v. Department of Public Health[image: External link] and In Re Marriage Cases[image: External link] that the states' constitutions required the state to permit same-sex marriage. The Massachusetts decision could be reversed by an amendment to the state constitution; to date, no such amendment has successfully been passed in Massachusetts. On June 2, the California Marriage Protection Act[image: External link], commonly referred to as Prop 8 qualified for the 2008 General Election ballot.[1] Voted into law on November 4, 2008, it amended the California Constitution to provide that "Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California". Prop 8 was later found to be unconstitutional and marriage equality took effect.[2] Thirty states passed state constitutional amendments defining marriage as being between one man and one woman. As of June 26, 2015 all amendments banning sex-same marriage have been invalidated by court rulings.
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 Federal statutes regulating marriage




Although individual U.S. states have the primary regulatory power with regard to marriage, the United States Congress[image: External link] has occasionally regulated marriage. The 1862 Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act[image: External link], which made bigamy a punishable federal offense in U.S. territories, was followed by a series of federal laws designed to end the practice of polygamy. In 1996 as a reaction to a state level judicial ruling prohibiting same-sex couples from marrying that may violate Hawaii's constitutional equal protection clause (Baehr v. Miike, 80 Hawai`i 341), Congress passed the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] (DOMA), section 3 of which defined marriage as a legal union of one man and one woman for the purpose of interpreting federal law. Under DOMA section 3, the federal government did not recognize same-sex marriages, even if those unions were recognized by state law. For example, members of a same-sex couple legally married in Massachusetts could not file joint federal income tax returns[image: External link] even if they filed joint state income tax returns[image: External link]. DOMA section 3 was struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court in United States v. Windsor[image: External link] on June 26, 2013.
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 The United States Constitution and federal courts




Federal courts have interpreted the U.S. Constitution to place some limits on states' ability to restrict access to marriage. In Loving v. Virginia[image: External link], the United States Supreme Court overturned state marriage laws that barred interracial marriages on the basis that marriage is a "basic civil right..." and that "...the freedom to marry, or not marry, a person of another race resides with the individual and cannot be infringed by the State." The Supreme Court struck down a 1992 Colorado constitutional amendment that barred legislative and judicial remedies to protect homosexuals from discrimination solely on the basis of their sexual orientation in Romer v. Evans[image: External link].

In 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court dismissed, "for want of a substantial question," an appeal by two men who unsuccessfully challenged Minnesota's marriage statutes in state court. Because the case, Baker v. Nelson[image: External link], came to the Court through mandatory appellate review (not certiorari[image: External link]), the summary dismissal established Baker v. Nelson as a binding precedent.[3]

In 2010, the United States District Court for the Northern District of California[image: External link] ruled[4] that Proposition 8, passed two years earlier by a majority of voters, was unconstitutional. As in Judge Baitaillon's decision about the Nebraska law, Judge Vaughn Walker[image: External link] stated in his ruling that moral opposition to same-sex marriage is not sufficient reason to make a law valid. Judge Walker ruled the law violated the 14th Amendment's Equal Protection clause, as well as the Due Process clause. The proponents of Proposition 8 appealed to the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit[image: External link], which affirmed the lower court's decision on February 7, 2012.[5] On June 26, 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court, vacated the Ninth Circuit's ruling for lack of jurisdiction. Two days later the Ninth Circuit dissolved its stay of the district court's ruling, allowing same sex marriage to resume in California.[6] In 2015 the Supreme Court held in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] that the government could not refuse to recognize same-sex marriage.
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 Legislative history




The Federal Marriage Amendment has been introduced in the United States Congress[image: External link] 10 different times: in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, and 2013.
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 2002




The original proposed Federal Marriage Amendment was written by the Alliance for Marriage[image: External link] with the assistance of former Solicitor General[image: External link] and failed Supreme Court nominee Judge Robert Bork[image: External link], Professor Robert P. George[image: External link] of Princeton University, and Professor Gerard V. Bradley of Notre Dame Law School[image: External link].[7] It was introduced in the 107th United States Congress[image: External link] in the House of Representatives on May 15, 2002, by Representative Ronnie Shows[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]-Miss.) with 22 cosponsors,[8] and read:


Marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Neither this Constitution or the constitution of any State, nor state or federal law, shall be construed to require that marital status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups.



The bill was designated H.J.Res 93 and was immediately referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. On July 18, 2002, it was referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, which took no action on it.[9]
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 2003




The amendment was introduced again by Rep. Marilyn Musgrave[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]- Colo.[image: External link]) on May 21, 2003, with the same wording proposed in 2002.[10][11] The bill was designated H.J.Res.56 in the House and was immediately referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. On June 25, 2003, it was referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, where hearings were held on May 13, 2004.[10] On November 23, Rep. Barney Frank[image: External link] (D-Mass.) objected that the amendment would interrupt Massachusetts' scheduled experiment with same-sex marriage, then scheduled to begin in May 2004. Musgrave countered that the Massachusetts marriages were court-ordered. She said: "If we're going to redefine marriage, let's let the American people, through their elected representatives, decide—not activist judges. Let the people of Massachusetts decide."[12]

The bill was introduced in the Senate by Senator Wayne Allard[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]- Colo.[image: External link]) on November 25, 2003 and designated S.J.Res.26. The amendment changed the language of the proposed amendment, substituting "marriage" for "marital status" and specifying that it applied to "any union other than the union of a man and a woman" rather than "unmarried couples or groups". The changes were intended to make it clear that state legislatures could still recognize civil unions if the amendment were to pass. "This new language makes the intent of the legislation even clearer: to protect marriage in this country as the union between a man and a woman, and to reinforce the authority of state legislatures to determine benefits issues related to civil unions or domestic partnerships," said Sen. Wayne Allard.[13] It was immediately referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary[image: External link].[11]
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 2004




When the 2003 version of the FMA failed to advance in the Congress, Senator Allard re-introduced the Amendment on May 22, 2004 with a revised second sentence. Rep. Musgrave re-introduced the Amendment in the House on September 23, 2004 with the same revision.

The 2004 version of the Federal Marriage Amendment stated:[14][15][16]


Marriage in the United States shall consist solely of the union of a man and a woman. Neither this Constitution, nor the constitution of any State, shall be construed to require that marriage or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon any union other than the union of a man and a woman.



The bill was designated S.J.Res.30 in the Senate and was immediately referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. When the bill became stuck in committee, Senator Allard re-introduced the Amendment in the Senate on July 7, 2004 where it was designated S.J.Res.40. The bill was subject to a filibuster[image: External link]: on July 9, 12, 13 and 14, the motion was made to proceed to consideration of the measure. On July 14, 2004, a cloture motion to force a direct vote on the FMA was defeated in the Senate by a margin of 50 nay votes to 48 yea votes. The 48 votes in support of the cloture motion were 12 votes short of the 60-vote supermajority[image: External link] (three-fifths) needed to end debate and force a vote on the Amendment itself.[16] Senators John Kerry of Massachusetts and John Edwards[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link] skipped the filibuster vote.[17] On July 15, 2004, the motion to proceed to consideration of the Amendment was withdrawn in the Senate.[16]

The bill was designated H.J.Res.106 in the House and was immediately referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. On September 28, 2004, rules were recommended by the House Rules Committee[image: External link] with regards to debate and voting on the proposed Amendment. The rules were passed on September 30.[14][18] The resolution was immediately considered. Passage of the proposed Amendment failed 227 yea votes to 186 nay votes, where 290 yea votes (two-thirds) are required for passage of a proposed Constitutional amendment[image: External link].[14]
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 2005/2006




On January 24, 2005, Senator Allard introduced the Marriage Protection Amendment, which was the 2004 version of the Federal Marriage Amendment verbatim, with 21 Republican co-sponsors. In 2006, Rep. Musgrave introduced the Marriage Protection Amendment in the House. This version had the same language as the 2004 proposal, except that the word "solely" in the first sentence was replaced by the word "only".[19][20]

The bill was designated S.J.Res.1 in the Senate and was immediately referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. On November 9, 2005, the Subcommittee on Constitution, Civil Rights and Property Rights[image: External link] approved the bill for consideration by the full Judiciary Committee. On May 18, 2006, the Judiciary Committee reported to the Senate and the bill was placed on the legislative calendar. The motion to proceed to the measure was first made on June 5, 2006. A cloture motion on the motion to proceed was then presented in Senate. On June 6 and 7, the motion to proceed to the measure was again considered in the Senate. On June 7, a cloture motion to force a direct vote on the Marriage Protection Amendment was defeated in the Senate by a margin of 49 nay votes to 48 yea votes, with the vote mostly following party lines with Democrats opposing and Republicans in favor.[20][21] The 48 votes in support of the cloture motion were 12 votes short of the 60-vote supermajority[image: External link] (three-fifths) needed to end debate and force a vote on the Amendment itself.[20] Eight Republican Senators opposed or did not vote; four Democratic Senators favored or did not vote.[21] The only Senators who changed their position from the 2004 vote to the 2006 vote were Senators Judd Gregg[image: External link] (R- N.H.[image: External link]) and Arlen Specter[image: External link] (R- Penna.[image: External link]), both of whom voted Yea in 2004 and Nay in 2006.[22]

The bill was designated H.J.Res.88 in the House and was immediately referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. On July 17, 2006, rules were recommended by the House Rules Committee[image: External link] with regards to debate and voting on the proposed Amendment. The rules were passed on July 18.[19][23] The resolution was immediately considered. Passage of the proposed Amendment failed 236 yea votes to 187 nay votes, where 290 yea votes (two-thirds) are required for passage. The motion to reconsider was immediately laid on the table[image: External link] and agreed to without objection.[19] Twenty-seven Republican Representatives opposed the FMA; thirty-four Democrats voted in favor of the FMA and one Independent voted against the FMA in the vote on July 18, 2006 in the House.[24]
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 2008




On May 22, 2008, Rep. Paul Broun[image: External link] (R-Ga.) and 91 co-sponsors introduced H.J.Res.89, which proposed the enactment of FMA.[25] Senator Roger Wicker[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]-Miss.) and eight other senators introduced similar legislation with S.J.Res.43 on June 25.[26]
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 2013




U.S. Representative Tim Huelskamp[image: External link] (R- Kansas[image: External link]) reintroduced the FMA (H.J.Res. 51[image: External link]) on June 28, 2013, in response to the U.S. Supreme Court decision on the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] in United States v. Windsor[image: External link].[27]
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 Political considerations
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 Bush administration's stance




In 2003, the White House declined to take a stand on the amendment, although Press Secretary Ari Fleischer[image: External link] relayed that President George W. Bush believed that marriage was between a man and a woman.[28] In his State of the Union address on January 20, 2004, President Bush alluded to the recent court decision[image: External link] in Massachusetts ordering the state to recognize same-sex marriages beginning in May: "Activist judges ... have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard for the will of the people and their elected representatives.... If judges insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative left to the people would be the constitutional process."[29] On February 24, after the same Massachusetts court[image: External link] reiterated that it was insisting on marriage and that civil unions were insufficient, Bush expressed support for this amendment for the first time.[30] In August, Vice President Dick Cheney neither endorsed nor condemned the FMA, arguing that same-sex marriage is an issue for the states to decide.[31] In 2009, Cheney stated his support for same-sex marriage on a state-by-state basis.[32]

On January 25, 2005, according to the New York Times[image: External link], Bush told a privately invited group of African-American[image: External link] community[image: External link] and religious leaders[image: External link] that he remained committed to amending the Constitution to "ban same-sex marriage".[33] Over the course of the next two days, it was revealed by the Washington Post and USA Today that the Bush Administration had paid columnists to promote its views. The Department of Health and Human Services paid Maggie Gallagher[image: External link] $21,500, and Mike McManus[image: External link] $49,000, to write syndicated news columns endorsing the FMA.[34][35] Additionally, Gallagher also received $20,000 in 2002 and 2003 to write a report on government initiatives to strengthen marriage. McManus leads a group called "Marriage Savers" promoting marriage as defined between a man and a woman.[36]
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 Influence on 2004 presidential election




By the time Americans went to the polls, John Kerry opposed the Federal Marriage Amendment and affirmatively supported civil unions, while George W. Bush supported the Federal Marriage Amendment but was not opposed to states enacting their own civil union legislation.[37]

Previously, on February 24, 2004, Bush called for an amendment which would have outlawed same-sex marriage, and which would have disallowed states from recognizing or enforcing same-sex civil unions. Bush's statement included a requirement that any amendment "leav[e] the state legislatures free to make their own choices in defining legal arrangements other than marriage."[38] The White House partly clarified Bush's position in a February 24, 2004 press conference[39] with White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan[image: External link], who stated that by calling on the FMA to permit states the possibility of creating other "legal arrangements," Bush specifically meant to permit states the chance of enacting civil unions. (McClellan also stated, however, that Bush did not personally support civil unions.) Similarly, at the February 25, 2004 press conference,[40] McClellan stated that the White House intended to work with Congress to develop language for the FMA that permitted states to enact civil unions. Although Bush frequently spoke about FMA on the campaign from February and November 2004, he avoided mention of the phrase "civil unions" until an ABC News interview of October 26, 2004, aired one week before the election.[41]

The FMA's Republican co-sponsors, Senator Wayne Allard[image: External link] (R-CO) and Representative Marilyn Musgrave[image: External link] (R-CO), announced new language for the proposed amendment on March 23, 2004, replacing the second sentence of the amendment with "Neither this Constitution, nor the constitution of any State, shall be construed to require that marriage or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon any union other than the union of a man and a woman." Both Allard and Musgrave called the change purely "technical."[42]

Opponents of the FMA claim polling of the public has shown a cautious response, with many polls indicating opposition, even in states such as Arizona[image: External link] and Colorado[image: External link] which are normally thought of as socially conservative. They cite Pew Research Center exit polls from the 2004 elections finding that 25% of polled voters support same-sex marriage and another 35% support civil unions.[43]

On the other hand, of the 11 states in which amendments defining marriage were on the ballot, all passed handily. Bush won in nine, including Ohio. Interpretation of some exit polling suggests that the amendments may have brought out one million additional voters, most of which came out for the first time to cast their ballots for Bush. Notably, a vast majority of these states have not voted for a Democrat in many years. The two states that Bush did not win, Michigan and Oregon, still passed amendments limiting official recognition of marriage to one man one woman unions.

However, Roberta Combs, President of the Christian Coalition of America claims, "Christian evangelicals made the major difference once again this year." In the 2000 Presidential Election[image: External link], there was some speculation that many evangelicals did not go to the polls and vote because of the October surprise[image: External link] of George W. Bush's drunk-driving arrest record. In a dozen swing states that decided the presidential election, moral values tied with the economy and jobs as the top issue in the campaign, according to Associated Press exit polls.
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 Arguments against the Federal Marriage Amendment





	This section contains arguments specific to the Federal Marriage Amendment. For arguments for and against same-sex marriage in general, see Same-sex marriage#Controversies[image: External link]



The first sentence of H.J. Res. 56 would provide an official definition of legal marriage in the United States. Proponents[ who?[image: External link]] claim that this is a reasonable measure, based on established custom, which defends the family and the institution of marriage.[citation needed[image: External link]] To others, it is an unfair means of excluding same-sex couples from receiving benefits from that institution. Civil right activists and supporters of the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) community feel that the Federal Marriage Amendment has no place in the United States constitution.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Federalism




Opponents of the FMA argue that it would violate the states' rights[image: External link] to regulate marriage by federalizing[image: External link] the issue, which they say should be left to the states. Many have used the federalism argument, including Senator John Kerry, Senator John McCain, and Representative Ron Paul[image: External link], who opposes the FMA for several reasons, one of which that regulating marriage is not a proper role of the federal government. Constitutionally defining marriage would not only remove the states' choice, but it would reverse the choices already made in some states and territories, i.e., Massachusetts, Vermont, Connecticut, New Hampshire, New York, Iowa, and the District of Columbia.
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 Unmarried heterosexual couples




It is argued that the 2002 version of the FMA would have severely affected the ability of heterosexual unmarried couples to seek some degree of legal protection and/or provisions.[44]

Opponents of the FMA argue that it may complicate efforts to enforce laws against domestic abuse[image: External link] in heterosexual[image: External link] relationships involving unmarried couples.[45] They note that two Ohio courts ruled that Ohio's similar amendment made the state's domestic violence laws unconstitutional as applied to unmarried couples, because they created a "quasi-marital relationship". (although the decisions were later reversed).[46] Supporters of the FMA assert that this argument was an invalid scare tactic from the outset and that the FMA would not prevent laws against domestic abuse from being applied to unmarried couples.[47] In Ohio, 8 of the 10 Ohio Courts that addressed the effect of the State Amendment on Domestic Violence Laws found no conflict. Additionally several Attorneys General of other states issued legal opinions finding that no such conflict would exist.[48] With the final ruling of the Supreme Court of Ohio, which held that the DV Statute was not in-conflict, no State faces any contention between marriage Statutes and Domestic Violence Laws.[49]
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 Separation of church and state




Some religious groups argue that having the government decide whether a same-sex marriage should be legally binding on the grounds of the ideology of other religious groups restricts their religious freedom. They argue that marriage is a religious term that should not be defined by the government. Where same-sex marriage is recognized in the United States, no church or other religious institution is forced to perform same-sex marriages, but the FMA would deny the opportunity for religions which approve of same-sex marriage to perform legally binding same-sex marriages.
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 Unnecessary and ineffective




Opponents of the FMA have claimed that life for those in a heterosexual marriage are not materially affected by a constitutional marriage definition or legalization of same-sex marriage. They stated that the FMA was totally unnecessary because federal and state laws, combined with the state of the relevant constitutional doctrines at the time, already made court-ordered nationwide same-sex marriage unlikely for the foreseeable future. It was claimed therefore, that such an amendment was a solution in search of a problem. It was claimed that neither federal nor state courts were likely to order same-sex marriage under the traditional interpretation of the Constitution's Full Faith and Credit Clause[image: External link]. Nor, for the foreseeable future, it was claimed, were courts likely to mandate same-sex marriage under substantive federal constitutional doctrines, such as the Fourteenth Amendment's Due Process Clause or the Equal Protection Clause. However, in light of the legalisation of same-sex marriage in several states since 2012, this claim is no longer true.
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 Institution of Marriage Amendment




The Concerned Women for America (CWA) were concerned about the wording of the 2004 Federal Marriage Amendment. CWA did not support the language in the amendment because the second sentence is open to differing interpretations, and its drafters acknowledged that it was specifically worded so state legislators could create civil unions and domestic partnerships, because the CWA opposes any legal recognition of same-sex couples. CWA preferred the Institution of Marriage Amendment crafted by Home School Legal Defense Association President Michael Farris. That amendment, which has not been introduced by any member of Congress, states:[50]


Marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Neither the United States nor any State shall recognize or grant to any unmarried person the legal rights or status of a spouse.
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 Arguments in favor of the Federal Marriage Amendment





	This section contains arguments specific to the Federal Marriage Amendment. For arguments for and against same-sex marriage in general, see Same-sex marriage#Controversies[image: External link]
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 Restriction of perceived judicial overreach




Proponents of the FMA initially argued that if it were not for judicial overreach, there would be no need for an FMA; states' rights would not be violated since no state legislatures had recognized same-sex marriage. However, by the end of 2012, a number of states had enacted same-sex marriage both through the actions of their state legislatures ( Vermont[image: External link], New Hampshire[image: External link], New York[image: External link]), and through popular vote ( Maine[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], Washington[image: External link]).

Prior to these legislative enactments and popular vote outcomes, proponents of the FMA argues that the federalism proposed by the opponents of a constitutional amendment was a contrivance for permitting federal courts to force same-sex marriage upon the whole nation, no matter what the people of the individual states desire. Proponents supported this claim with Citizens for Equal Protection v. Bruning[image: External link], in which a district court struck down Nebraska's marriage amendment, even though it had been passed by a margin of seventy percent (although the amendment was later reinstated.) Opponents of the FMA argued that no federal court has ever ordered a state to permit same-sex marriage. However, on February 7, 2012 a federal appeals court in a 2-to-1 decision threw out California's voter-approved restriction on same-sex marriage (Proposition 8) saying that it violated the Equal Protection clause of the U.S. Constitution.[51]
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 Uniform application of Full Faith and Credit




Under the Full Faith and Credit Clause[image: External link], with certain exceptions, a state is obligated to honor the judgments and declarations of other states. While some assert that a "license" could be construed as a "judgment", the majority of legal scholars disagree. However, it is pointed out that a judgment for divorce is required to be honored because judgments are required to be enforced by out-of-state jurisdictions, regardless of whether those judgments are against the public policy of the out state forum (see Williams v. North Carolina, 317 U.S. 287 (1942) (the case also stated that there is no "authority which lends support to the view that the full faith and credit clause compels the courts of one state to subordinate the local policy of that state, as respects its domiciliaries, to the statutes of any other state")). Because of the intricacies of family law and the mobility of married couples, the recognition of marriages in other states varies. The need for clarification on state uniformity in this issue requires a constitutional amendment at the federal level, particularly considering there will be a flood of marriages in out-of-state jurisdictions for purposes of obtaining a same-sex marriage license.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Protection of conjugal marriage




FMA proponents argue that opposite-sex marriage in the United States has been given special legal protection. This protection has historically been granted only to the unique institution of marriage as the cradle for the family and to legitimize lines of inheritance. Proponents of FMA argue that same-sex marriage advocates want to disregard federalism[image: External link] and use the judicial system to make same-sex marriage legal nationwide, which only the Federal Marriage Amendment can forestall.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Legislative activity
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 Federal level






	Congress
	Short title
	Bill number(s)
	Summary
	Date introduced
	Sponsor(s)
	# of cosponsors
	Latest status



	107th Congress[image: External link]
	Federal Marriage amendment
	H.J.Res. 93[image: External link]
	
Constitutional Amendment - Declares that marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman.

States that neither this Constitution or the constitution of any State, nor State or federal law, shall be construed to require that marital status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups.


	May 15, 2002
	Ronnie Shows[image: External link]

(D-MS)
	22
	Died in the Committee on the Judiciary



	108th Congress[image: External link]
	Federal Marriage Amendment
	H.J.Res. 56[image: External link]
	Constitutional Amendment - Declares that marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Prohibits the Constitution or any State constitution, or State or Federal law from being construed to require that marital status or its legal incidents be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups.
	May 21, 2003
	Marilyn Musgrave[image: External link]

(R-CO)
	131
	Died in the Committee on the Judiciary



	S.J.Res.

43[image: External link]
	Constitutional Amendment - Declares that marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Prohibits the Constitution or any State constitution, or State or Federal law, from being construed to require that marital status or its legal incidents be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups.
	November 25, 2003
	Wayne Allard[image: External link]

(R-CO)
	10
	Died in the Committee on the Judiciary[image: External link]



	S.J.Res.

40[image: External link]
	Constitutional Amendment - Federal Marriage Amendment - Declares that marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Prohibits the Constitution or any State constitution from being construed to require that marital status or its legal incidents be conferred upon any union other than that of a man and a woman.
	July 7, 2004
	Wayne Allard[image: External link]

(R-CO)
	19
	Failed cloture motion (48-50)



	Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to marriage.
	H.J.Res. 106[image: External link]
	Constitutional Amendment - Marriage Protection Amendment - Declares that marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Prohibits the Constitution or any State constitution from being construed to require that marital status or its legal incidents be conferred upon any union other than that of a man and a woman.
	September 23, 2004
	Marilyn Musgrave[image: External link]

(R-CO)
	121
	Failed in House (227-186)



	109th Congress[image: External link]
	Marriage Protection Amendment
	S.J.Res.

1[image: External link]
	
Constitutional Amendment - Marriage Protection Amendment - Declares that:

(1) marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman; and

(2) neither the U.S. Constitution nor the constitution of any state shall be construed to require that marriage or the legal incidents of marriage be conferred upon any other union.


	January 24, 2005
	Wayne Allard[image: External link]

(R-CO)
	32
	Failed cloture motion (49-48)



	H.J.Res. 88[image: External link]
	Constitutional Amendment - Marriage Protection Amendment - Declares that: (1) marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman; and (2) neither the U.S. Constitution nor the constitution of any state shall be construed to require that marriage or the legal incidents of marriage be conferred upon any other union.
	June 6, 2006
	Marilyn Musgrave[image: External link]

(R-CO)
	134
	Failed in House (236-187)



	110th Congress[image: External link]
	H.J.Res. 89[image: External link]
	Constitutional Amendment - Marriage Protection Amendment - Defines marriage in the United States as consisting only of the union of a man and a woman. Prohibits either the U.S. Constitution or the constitution of any state from being construed to require that marriage or the legal incidents of marriage be conferred upon any other union.
	May 22, 2008
	Paul Broun[image: External link]

(R-GA)
	91
	Died in the Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice[image: External link]



	S.J.Res.

43[image: External link]
	Constitutional Amendment - Marriage Protection Amendment - Declares that: (1) marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman; and (2) neither the U.S. Constitution nor the constitution of any state shall be construed to require that marriage or the legal incidents of marriage be conferred upon any other union.
	June 25, 2008
	Roger Wicker[image: External link]

(R-MS)
	17
	Died in the Committee on the Judiciary[image: External link]



	113th Congress[image: External link]
	Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to marriage.
	H.J.Res. 51[image: External link]
	Constitutional Amendment - Marriage Protection Amendment - Defines marriage in the United States as consisting only of the union of a man and a woman. Prohibits either the U.S. Constitution or the constitution of any state from being construed to require that marriage or the legal incidents of marriage be conferred upon any other union.
	June 28, 2013
	Tim Huelskamp[image: External link]

(R-KS)
	58
	Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice[image: External link]



	114th Congress[image: External link]
	Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to marriage.
	H.J.Res. 32[image: External link]
	
	February 12, 2015
	Tim Huelskamp[image: External link]

(R-KS)
	30
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 Article V convention initiated by state legislatures




On April 2, 2014, the Alabama House of Representatives[image: External link] adopted a joint resolution calling for an Article V[image: External link] convention to draft an amendment to the federal Constitution to define marriage as the union of only one man and only one woman in all jurisdictions of the United States.[52]
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 Public opinion




Main article: Public opinion of same-sex marriage in the United States[image: External link]
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 Nationwide polling




Polling on the subject has fluctuated widely, with opposition for such an amendment increasing steadily for more than a decade. Beginning in 2010 polls have found majority support for legal recognition of same-sex marriage[image: External link]. A Gallup poll conducted in May 2014 found that 55% of Americans support allowing marriage for same-sex couples, the largest percentage ever measured by the organization.[53] The same poll found only 42% opposed, and 4% had no opinion on the issue.

A 2012 Fox News poll found that 38% of American voters support a constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage, while 53% oppose.[54] A 2012 United Technologies/National Journal Congressional Connection poll found that only 24% of Americans agreed that Congress should "pass a constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage in every state regardless of state law."[55]

A 2011 AP-NCC poll found that 48% of Americans said they would favor such an amendment defining marriage as between a man and a woman, with about 40% strongly favoring such a change. However, 55% believe the issue should be handled at the state level.[56]

A 2006 APR poll found that 33% of Americans favored amending the U.S. Constitution to ban same-sex marriage, while 49% felt each state should make its own laws on marriage, and 18% were unsure. In May 2006, a Gallup poll found that 50% of Americans would favor amending the federal Constitution to ban same-sex marriage, while 47% were opposed, and 3% were undecided or did not respond.[57] An ABC News poll that year found that 42% of Americans supported amending the U.S. Constitution, banning same-sex marriage.[58]

A 2003 Wirthlin poll found that 57% of Americans supported a constitutional amendment to define marriage as the union of a man and a woman.[59]
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 State polling




Main article: Public opinion of same-sex marriage in the United States § Demographic differences[image: External link]


Public opinion varies wildly between different states. Opposition to same-sex marriage remains high in many states, as high as 70% in West Virginia. Other states have seen a near collapse of opposition, as low as 15% in Massachusetts. 13 states have opposition levels of 50% or higher as of 2012, and plurality opposition in a few additional states.
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The United States Constitution is the supreme law[image: External link] of the United States of America[image: External link].[1] The Constitution[image: External link], originally comprising seven articles, delineates the national frame of government. Its first three articles entrench[image: External link] the doctrine of the separation of powers[image: External link], whereby the federal government[image: External link] is divided into three branches: the legislative[image: External link], consisting of the bicameral[image: External link] Congress[image: External link]; the executive[image: External link], consisting of the President; and the judicial[image: External link], consisting of the Supreme Court and other federal courts. Articles Four[image: External link], Five[image: External link] and Six[image: External link] entrench concepts of federalism[image: External link], describing the rights and responsibilities of state governments[image: External link] and of the states in relationship to the federal government. Article Seven[image: External link] establishes the procedure subsequently used by the thirteen States to ratify[image: External link] it.

Since the Constitution came into force[image: External link] in 1789, it has been amended[image: External link] twenty-seven times[2] to meet the changing needs of a nation now profoundly different from the eighteenth-century world in which its creators lived.[3] In general, the first ten amendments, known collectively as the Bill of Rights[image: External link], offer specific protections of individual liberty and justice and place restrictions on the powers of government.[4][5] The majority of the seventeen later amendments expand individual civil rights protections. Others address issues related to federal authority or modify government processes and procedures. Amendments to the United States Constitution, unlike ones made to many constitutions worldwide, are appended to the document. All four pages[6] of the original U.S. Constitution are written on parchment[image: External link].[7]

According to the United States Senate: "The Constitution's first three words—We the People—affirm that the government of the United States exists to serve its citizens. For over two centuries the Constitution has remained in force because its framers wisely separated and balanced governmental powers to safeguard the interests of majority rule and minority rights, of liberty and equality, and of the federal and state governments."[3]

The first permanent constitution of its kind[a], adopted by the people's representatives for an expansive nation, it is interpreted, supplemented, and implemented by a large body of constitutional law[image: External link], and has influenced the constitutions of other nations.
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See also: History of the United States Constitution[image: External link]
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From September 5, 1774 to March 1, 1781, the Continental Congress[image: External link] functioned as the provisional government[image: External link] of the United States. Delegates to the First (1774) and then the Second (1775–1781) Continental Congress were chosen largely through the action of committees of correspondence[image: External link] in various colonies rather than through the colonial or later state legislatures. In no formal sense was it a gathering representative of existing colonial governments; it represented the dissatisfied elements of the people, such persons as were sufficiently interested to act, despite the strenuous opposition of the loyalists and the obstruction or disfavor of colonial governors.[10] The process of selecting the delegates for the First and Second Continental Congresses underscores the revolutionary role of the people of the colonies in establishing a central governing body. Endowed by the people collectively, the Continental Congress alone possessed those attributes of external sovereignty which entitled it to be called a state in the international sense, while the separate states, exercising a limited or internal sovereignty, may rightly be considered a creation of the Continental Congress, which preceded them and brought them into being.[11]
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Main article: Articles of Confederation[image: External link]


The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union[image: External link] was the first constitution of the United States.[12] It was drafted by the Second Continental Congress from mid-1776 through late-1777, and ratification by all 13 states was completed by early 1781. Under the Articles of Confederation, the central government's power was quite limited. The Confederation Congress could make decisions, but lacked enforcement powers. Implementation of most decisions, including modifications to the Articles, required unanimous approval of all thirteen state legislatures.[13]

Although, in a way, the Congressional powers in Article 9 made the "league of states as cohesive and strong as any similar sort of republican confederation in history",[14] the chief problem was, in the words of George Washington, "no money".[15] The Continental Congress could print money but the currency was worthless. (A popular phrase of the times called a useless object or person ... not worth a Continental, referring to the Continental dollar.) Congress could borrow money, but couldn't pay it back.[15] No state paid all their U.S. taxes; some paid nothing. Some few paid an amount equal to interest on the national debt owed to their citizens, but no more.[15] No interest was paid on debt owed foreign governments. By 1786, the United States would default on outstanding debts as their dates came due.[15]

Internationally, the Articles of Confederation did little to enhance the United States' ability to defend its sovereignty. Most of the troops in the 625-man United States Army were deployed facing – but not threatening – British forts on American soil. They had not been paid; some were deserting and others threatening mutiny.[16] Spain[image: External link] closed New Orleans[image: External link] to American commerce; U.S. officials protested, but to no effect. Barbary pirates[image: External link] began seizing American ships of commerce; the Treasury had no funds to pay their ransom. If any military crisis required action, the Congress had no credit or taxing power to finance a response.[15]

Domestically, the Articles of Confederation was failing to bring unity to the diverse sentiments and interests of the various states. Although the Treaty of Paris (1783)[image: External link] was signed between Great Britain[image: External link] and the U.S., and named each of the American states, various individual states proceeded blithely to violate it. New York and South Carolina repeatedly prosecuted Loyalists[image: External link] for wartime activity and redistributed their lands.[15] Individual state legislatures independently laid embargoes, negotiated directly with foreign authorities, raised armies, and made war, all violating the letter and the spirit of the Articles.

In September 1786, during an inter–state convention[image: External link] to discuss and develop a consensus about reversing the protectionist trade barriers that each state had erected, James Madison angrily questioned whether the Articles of Confederation was a binding compact or even a viable government. Connecticut paid nothing and "positively refused" to pay U.S. assessments for two years.[17] A rumor had it that a " seditious[image: External link] party" of New York legislators had opened a conversation with the Viceroy of Canada[image: External link]. To the south, the British were said to be openly funding Creek[image: External link] Indian raids on white settlers in Georgia and adjacent territory. Savannah (then-capital of Georgia) had been fortified, and the state of Georgia was under martial law[image: External link].[18] Additionally, during Shays' Rebellion[image: External link] (August 1786 – June 1787) in Massachusetts, Congress could provide no money to support an endangered constituent state. General Benjamin Lincoln[image: External link] was obliged to raise funds from Boston merchants to pay for a volunteer army.[19]

Congress was paralyzed. It could do nothing significant without nine states, and some legislation required all thirteen. When a state produced only one member in attendance, its vote was not counted. If a state's delegation were evenly divided, its vote could not be counted towards the nine-count requirement.[20] The Articles Congress had "virtually ceased trying to govern".[21] The vision of a "respectable nation" among nations seemed to be fading in the eyes of revolutionaries such as George Washington, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], and Rufus King[image: External link]. Their dream of a republic[image: External link], a nation without hereditary rulers, with power derived from the people in frequent elections, was in doubt.[22]

On February 21, 1787, the Confederation Congress called a convention of state delegates at Philadelphia to propose a plan of government.[23] Unlike earlier attempts, the convention was not meant for new laws or piecemeal alterations, but for the "sole and express purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation". The convention was not limited to commerce; rather, it was intended to "render the federal constitution adequate to the exigencies[image: External link] of government and the preservation of the Union." The proposal might take effect when approved by Congress and the states.[24]
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Main article: Constitutional Convention (United States)[image: External link]


On the appointed day, May 14, 1787, only the Virginia and Pennsylvania delegations were present, and so the convention's opening meeting was postponed for lack of a quorum.[25] A quorum of seven states met and deliberations began on May 25. Eventually twelve states were represented; 74 delegates were named, 55 attended and 39 signed.[26] The delegates were generally convinced that an effective central government with a wide range of enforceable powers must replace the weaker Congress established by the Articles of Confederation. Their depth of knowledge and experience in self-government was remarkable. As Thomas Jefferson in Paris wrote to John Adams in London, "It really is an assembly of demigods."

Delegates used two streams of intellectual tradition, and any one delegate could be found using both or a mixture depending on the subject under discussion: foreign affairs, the economy, national government, or federal relationships among the states. Two plans for structuring the federal government arose at the convention's outset:


	The Virginia Plan[image: External link] (also known as the Large State Plan or the Randolph Plan) proposed that the legislative department of the national government be composed of a Bicameral[image: External link] Congress, with both chambers elected with apportionment according to population. Generally favoring the most highly populated states, it used the philosophy of John Locke[image: External link] to rely on consent of the governed, Montesquieu[image: External link] for divided government, and Edward Coke[image: External link] to emphasize civil liberties[image: External link].[27]


	The New Jersey Plan[image: External link] proposed that the legislative department be a unicameral[image: External link] body with one vote per state. Generally favoring the less-populous states, it used the philosophy of English Whigs[image: External link] such as Edmund Burke[image: External link] to rely on received procedure and William Blackstone[image: External link] to emphasize sovereignty of the legislature. This position reflected the belief that the states were independent entities and, as they entered the United States of America freely and individually, remained so.[28]




On May 31, the Convention devolved into a "Committee of the Whole[image: External link]" to consider the Virginia Plan. On June 13, the Virginia resolutions in amended form were reported out of committee. The New Jersey plan was put forward in response to the Virginia Plan.

A "Committee of Eleven" (one delegate from each state represented) met from July 2 to 16[29] to work out a compromise on the issue of representation in the federal legislature. All agreed to a republican form of government grounded in representing the people in the states. For the legislature, two issues were to be decided: how the votes were to be allocated among the states in the Congress, and how the representatives should be elected. In its report, now known as the Connecticut Compromise[image: External link] (or "Great Compromise"), the committee proposed proportional representation for seats in the House of Representatives based on population (with the people voting for representatives), and equal representation for each State in the Senate (with each state's legislators generally choosing their respective senators), and that all money bills would originate in the House.[30]

The Great Compromise ended the stalemate between "patriots" and "nationalists", leading to numerous other compromises in a spirit of accommodation. There were sectional interests to be balanced by the Three-Fifths Compromise[image: External link]; reconciliation on Presidential term, powers, and method of selection; and jurisdiction of the federal judiciary.

On July 24, a "Committee of Detail[image: External link]" – John Rutledge[image: External link] (South Carolina), Edmund Randolph[image: External link] (Virginia), Nathaniel Gorham[image: External link] (Massachusetts), Oliver Ellsworth[image: External link] (Connecticut), and James Wilson[image: External link] (Pennsylvania) – was elected to draft a detailed constitution reflective of the Resolutions passed by the convention up to that point.[31] The Convention recessed from July 26 to August 6 to await the report of this "Committee of Detail[image: External link]". Overall, the report of the committee conformed to the resolutions adopted by the Convention, adding some elements. A twenty-three article (plus preamble) constitution was presented.[32]

From August 6 to September 10, the report of the committee of detail was discussed, section by section and clause by clause. Details were attended to, and further compromises were effected.[29][31] Toward the close of these discussions, on September 8, a "Committee of Style and Arrangement" – Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] (New York), William Samuel Johnson[image: External link] (Connecticut), Rufus King[image: External link] (Massachusetts), James Madison (Virginia), and Gouverneur Morris[image: External link] (Pennsylvania) – was appointed to distill a final draft constitution from the twenty-three approved articles.[31] The final draft, presented to the convention on September 12, contained seven articles, a preamble[image: External link] and a closing endorsement[image: External link], of which Morris was the primary author.[26] The committee also presented a proposed letter to accompany the constitution when delivered to Congress.[33]

The final document, engrossed[image: External link] by Jacob Shallus[image: External link],[34] was taken up on Monday, September 17, at the Convention's final session. Several of the delegates were disappointed in the result, a makeshift series of unfortunate compromises. Some delegates left before the ceremony, and three others refused to sign. Of the thirty-nine signers, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] summed up, addressing the Convention: "There are several parts of this Constitution which I do not at present approve, but I am not sure I shall never approve them." He would accept the Constitution, "because I expect no better and because I am not sure that it is not the best".[35]

The advocates of the Constitution were anxious to obtain unanimous support of all twelve states represented in the Convention. Their accepted formula for the closing endorsement was "Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the States present." At the end of the convention, the proposal was agreed to by eleven state delegations and the lone remaining delegate from New York, Alexander Hamilton.[36]
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Transmitted to the United States in Congress Assembled[image: External link] then sitting in New York City, the new Constitution was forwarded to the states by Congress recommending the ratification process outlined in the Constitution. Each state legislature was to call elections for a "Federal Convention" to ratify the new Constitution. They expanded the franchise[image: External link] beyond the Constitutional requirement to more nearly embrace "the people". Eleven ratified in 1787 or 1788, and all thirteen had done so by 1790. The Congress of the Confederation certified eleven states to begin the new government, and called the states to hold elections to begin operation. It then dissolved itself on March 4, 1789, the day the first session of the Congress of the United States[image: External link] began. George Washington was inaugurated as President two months later.

It was within the power of the old Congress of the Confederation to expedite or block the ratification of the new Constitution. The document that the Philadelphia Convention presented was technically only a revision of the Articles of Confederation. But the last article of the new instrument provided that when ratified by conventions in nine states (or two-thirds at the time), it should go into effect among the States so acting.

Then followed an arduous process of ratification[image: External link] of the Constitution by specially constituted conventions. The need for only nine states' approval was a controversial decision at the time, since the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] could only be amended by unanimous vote of all the states.

Three members of the Convention – Madison, Gorham[image: External link], and King[image: External link] – were also Members of Congress. They proceeded at once to New York, where Congress was in session, to placate the expected opposition. Aware of their vanishing authority, Congress, on September 28, after some debate, resolved unanimously to submit the Constitution to the States for action, "in conformity to the resolves of the Convention",[37] but with no recommendation either for or against its adoption.

Two parties soon developed, one in opposition, the Anti-Federalists[image: External link], and one in support, the Federalists[image: External link], of the Constitution; and the Constitution was debated, criticized, and expounded upon clause by clause. Hamilton[image: External link], Madison, and Jay[image: External link], under the name of Publius[image: External link], wrote a series of commentaries, now known as The Federalist Papers[image: External link], in support of ratification in the state of New York[image: External link], at that time a hotbed of anti-Federalism. These commentaries on the Constitution, written during the struggle for ratification, have been frequently cited by the Supreme Court as an authoritative contemporary interpretation of the meaning of its provisions. The dispute over additional powers for the central government was close, and in some states ratification was effected only after a bitter struggle in the state convention itself.

The Continental Congress – which still functioned at irregular intervals – passed a resolution on September 13, 1788, to put the new Constitution into operation with eleven states.[38] North Carolina and Rhode Island ratified by May 1790.
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Further information: History of the United States Constitution[image: External link]
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Several ideas in the Constitution were new. These were associated with the combination of consolidated government along with federal relationships with constituent states.

The Due Process Clause[image: External link] of the Constitution was partly based on common law[image: External link] and on Magna Carta[image: External link] (1215), which had become a foundation of English liberty against arbitrary power wielded by a ruler.

Among the most prominent political theorists of the late eighteenth century were William Blackstone[image: External link], John Locke[image: External link], and Montesquieu[image: External link].[39]

Both the influence of Edward Coke[image: External link] and William Blackstone were evident at the Convention. In his Institutes of the Lawes of England[image: External link], Edward Coke interpreted Magna Carta protections and rights to apply not just to nobles, but to all British subjects. In writing the Virginia Charter of 1606[image: External link], he enabled the King in Parliament to give those to be born in the colonies all rights and liberties as though they were born in England. William Blackstone's Commentaries on the Laws of England[image: External link] were the most influential books on law in the new republic.

British political philosopher John Locke following the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] (1688) was a major influence expanding on the contract theory of government advanced by Thomas Hobbes[image: External link]. Locke advanced the principle of consent of the governed[image: External link] in his Two Treatises of Government[image: External link]. Government's duty under a social contract[image: External link] among the sovereign people was to serve the people by protecting their rights. These basic rights were life, liberty and property[image: External link].

Montesquieu's influence on the framers is evident in Madison's Federalist No. 47[image: External link] and Hamilton's Federalist No. 78[image: External link]. Jefferson, Adams, and Mason were known to read Montesquieu.[40] Supreme Court Justices[image: External link], the ultimate interpreters of the Constitution, have cited to Montesquieu throughout the Court's history.[41] (See, e.g., Green v. Biddle[image: External link], 21 U.S. 1, 1, 36 (1823). United States v. Wood[image: External link], 39 U.S. 430, 438 (1840). Myers v. United States[image: External link], 272 U.S. 52, 116 (1926). Nixon v. Administrator of General Services[image: External link], 433 U.S. 425, 442 (1977). Bank Markazi v. Peterson[image: External link], 136 U.S. 1310, 1330 (2016). ) Montesquieu emphasized the need for balanced forces pushing against each other to prevent tyranny (reflecting the influence of Polybius[image: External link]'s 2nd century BC treatise on the checks and balances[image: External link] of the Roman Republic[image: External link]). In his The Spirit of the Laws[image: External link], Montesquieu argues that the separation of state powers should be by its service to the people's liberty: legislative, executive and judicial.

A substantial body of thought had been developed from the literature of republicanism in the United States[image: External link], including work by John Adams and applied to the creation of state constitutions[image: External link].

The constitution was a federal one, and was influenced by the study of other federations, both ancient and extant.

The United States Bill of Rights[image: External link] consists of 10 amendments added to the Constitution in 1791, as supporters of the Constitution had promised critics during the debates of 1788.[42] The English Bill of Rights (1689)[image: External link] was an inspiration for the American Bill of Rights. Both require jury trials[image: External link], contain a right to keep and bear arms[image: External link], prohibit excessive bail[image: External link] and forbid "cruel and unusual punishments".[image: External link] Many liberties protected by state constitutions and the Virginia Declaration of Rights[image: External link] were incorporated into the Bill of Rights.
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Neither the Convention which drafted the Constitution, nor the Congress which sent it to the thirteen states for ratification in the autumn of 1787, gave it a lead caption. To fill this void, the document was most often titled "A frame of Government" when it was printed for the convenience of ratifying conventions and the information of the public.[43] This Frame of Government consisted of a preamble, seven articles and a signed closing endorsement.
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The preamble[image: External link] to the Constitution serves as an introductory statement[image: External link] of the document's fundamental purposes and guiding principles. It neither assigns powers to the federal government,[44] nor does it place specific limitations on government action. Rather, it sets out the origin, scope and purpose of the Constitution. Its origin and authority is in "We, the people of the United States". This echoes the Declaration of Independence[image: External link]. "One people" dissolved their connection with another, and assumed among the powers of the earth, a sovereign nation-state. The scope of the Constitution is twofold. First, "to form a more perfect Union" than had previously existed in the "perpetual Union" of the Articles of Confederation. Second, to "secure the blessings of liberty", which were to be enjoyed by not only the first generation, but for all who came after, "our posterity".[45]
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Article One[image: External link] describes the Congress[image: External link], the legislative branch[image: External link] of the federal government. Section 1, reads, "All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives." The article establishes the manner of election[image: External link] and the qualifications of members of each body. Representatives must be at least 25 years old, be a citizen of the United States for seven years, and live in the state they represent. Senators must be at least 30 years old, be a citizen for nine years, and live in the state they represent.

Article I, Section 8[image: External link] enumerates the powers delegated to the legislature. Financially, Congress has the power to tax, borrow, pay debt and provide for the common defense and the general welfare; to regulate commerce, bankruptcies, and coin money. To regulate internal affairs, it has the power to regulate and govern military forces and militias, suppress insurrections and repel invasions. It is to provide for naturalization, standards of weights and measures, post offices and roads, and patents; to directly govern the federal district and cessions of land by the states for forts and arsenals. Internationally, Congress has the power to define and punish piracies and offenses against the Law of Nations, to declare war and make rules of war. The final Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link], also known as the Elastic Clause, expressly confers incidental powers upon Congress without the Articles' requirement for express delegation for each and every power. Article I, Section 9[image: External link] lists eight specific limits on congressional power.

The Supreme Court has sometimes broadly interpreted the Commerce Clause[image: External link] and the Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link] in Article One to allow Congress to enact legislation that is neither expressly allowed by the enumerated powers[image: External link] nor expressly denied in the limitations on Congress. In McCulloch v. Maryland[image: External link] (1819), the Supreme Court read the Necessary and Proper Clause to permit the federal government to take action that would "enable [it] to perform the high duties assigned to it [by the Constitution] in the manner most beneficial to the people",[46] even if that action is not itself within the enumerated powers. Chief Justice Marshall[image: External link] clarified: "Let the end be legitimate, let it be within the scope of the Constitution, and all means which are appropriate, which are plainly adapted to that end, which are not prohibited, but consist with the letter and spirit of the Constitution, are Constitutional."[46]
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Article Two[image: External link] describes the office of the President of the United States. The President is head of the executive branch[image: External link] of the federal government[image: External link], as well as the nation's head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link].

Article Two describes the office, qualifications and duties of the President of the United States and the Vice President. It is modified by the 12th Amendment[image: External link] which tacitly acknowledges political parties, and the 25th Amendment[image: External link] relating to office succession. The president is to receive only one compensation from the federal government. The inaugural oath is specified to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution.

The president is the Commander in Chief[image: External link] of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] and state militias when they are mobilized. He or she makes treaties with the advice and consent[image: External link] of a two-thirds quorum of the Senate. To administer the federal government, the president commissions all the offices of the federal government as Congress directs; he or she may require the opinions of its principal officers and make "recess appointments[image: External link]" for vacancies that may happen during the recess of the Senate. The president is to see that the laws are faithfully executed, though he or she may grant reprieves and pardons except regarding Congressional impeachment of himself or other federal officers. The president reports to Congress on the State of the Union, and by the Recommendation Clause[image: External link], recommends "necessary and expedient" national measures. The president may convene and adjourn Congress under special circumstances.

Section 4 provides for removal of the president and other federal officers. The president is removed on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Article Three




Article Three[image: External link] describes the court system[image: External link] (the judicial branch[image: External link]), including the Supreme Court. There shall be one court called the Supreme Court. The article describes the kinds of cases the court takes as original jurisdiction[image: External link]. Congress can create lower courts and an appeals process. Congress enacts law defining crimes and providing for punishment. Article Three also protects the right to trial by jury[image: External link] in all criminal cases[image: External link], and defines the crime of treason[image: External link].

Section 1 vests the judicial power of the United States in federal courts, and with it, the authority to interpret and apply the law to a particular case. Also included is the power to punish, sentence, and direct future action to resolve conflicts. The Constitution outlines the U.S. judicial system. In the Judiciary Act of 1789[image: External link], Congress began to fill in details. Currently, Title 28 of the U.S. Code[47] describes judicial powers and administration.

As of the First Congress, the Supreme Court justices rode circuit to sit as panels to hear appeals from the district courts.[b] In 1891, Congress enacted a new system. District courts would have original jurisdiction[image: External link]. Intermediate appellate courts (circuit courts) with exclusive jurisdiction[image: External link] heard regional appeals before consideration by the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court holds discretionary jurisdiction[image: External link], meaning that it does not have to hear every case that is brought to it.[47]

To enforce judicial decisions, the Constitution grants federal courts both criminal contempt[image: External link] and civil contempt[image: External link] powers. The court's summary punishment for contempt immediately overrides all other punishments applicable to the subject party. Other implied powers include injunctive relief and the habeas corpus remedy. The Court may imprison for contumacy[image: External link], bad-faith litigation, and failure to obey a writ of mandamus[image: External link]. Judicial power includes that granted by Acts of Congress for rules of law and punishment. Judicial power also extends to areas not covered by statute. Generally, federal courts cannot interrupt state court proceedings.[47]

Clause 1 of Section 2[image: External link] authorizes the federal courts to hear actual cases and controversies only. Their judicial power does not extend to cases which are hypothetical, or which are proscribed due to standing, mootness[image: External link], or ripeness[image: External link] issues. Generally, a case or controversy requires the presence of adverse parties who have some interest genuinely at stake in the case. Also required is of broad enough concern in the Court's jurisdiction that a lower court, either federal or state, does not geographically cover all the existing cases before law. Courts following these guidelines exercise judicial restraint. Those making an exception are said to be judicial activist.[c]

Clause 2 of Section 2 provides that the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction[image: External link] in cases involving ambassadors, ministers and consuls, for all cases respecting foreign nation-states,[48] and also in those controversies which are subject to federal judicial power because at least one state is a party. Cases arising under the laws of the United States and its treaties come under the jurisdiction of federal courts. Cases under international maritime law and conflicting land grants of different states come under federal courts. Cases between U.S. citizens in different states, and cases between U.S. citizens and foreign states and their citizens, come under federal jurisdiction. The trials will be in the state where the crime was committed.[47]

No part of the Constitution expressly authorizes judicial review[image: External link], but the Framers did contemplate the idea. The Constitution is the supreme law of the land. Precedent has since established that the courts could exercise judicial review over the actions of Congress or the executive branch. Two conflicting federal laws are under "pendent" jurisdiction if one presents a strict constitutional issue. Federal court jurisdiction is rare when a state legislature enacts something as under federal jurisdiction.[d] To establish a federal system of national law, considerable effort goes into developing a spirit of comity[image: External link] between federal government and states. By the doctrine of 'Res judicata[image: External link]', federal courts give "full faith and credit" to State Courts.[e] The Supreme Court will decide Constitutional issues of state law only on a case by case basis, and only by strict Constitutional necessity, independent of state legislators motives, their policy outcomes or its national wisdom.[f]

Section 3 bars Congress from changing or modifying Federal law on treason[image: External link] by simple majority statute. Treason is also defined in this section. It's not enough merely to think a treasonous thought, there must be an overt act[image: External link] of making war or materially helping those at war with the United States. Accusations must be corroborated by at least two witnesses. Congress is a political body and political disagreements routinely encountered should never be considered as treason. This allows for nonviolent resistance to the government because opposition is not a life or death proposition. However, Congress does provide for other less subversive crimes and punishments such as conspiracy[image: External link].[g]
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Article Four[image: External link] outlines the relations among the states and between each state and the federal government. In addition, it provides for such matters as admitting new states[image: External link] and border changes between the states. For instance, it requires states to give "full faith and credit[image: External link]" to the public acts, records, and court proceedings of the other states. Congress is permitted to regulate[image: External link] the manner in which proof of such acts may be admitted. The "privileges and immunities" clause[image: External link] prohibits state governments from discriminating against citizens[image: External link] of other states in favor of resident citizens, e.g., having tougher penalties for residents of Ohio convicted of crimes within Michigan[image: External link].

It also establishes extradition[image: External link] between the states, as well as laying down a legal basis for freedom of movement[image: External link] and travel amongst the states. Today, this provision is sometimes taken for granted, but in the days of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], crossing state lines was often arduous and costly. The Territorial Clause[image: External link] gives Congress the power to make rules for disposing of federal property and governing non-state territories of the United States. Finally, the fourth section of Article Four requires the United States to guarantee to each state a republican form of government[image: External link], and to protect them from invasion and violence.
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 Article Five




Article Five[image: External link] outlines the process for amending the Constitution. Eight state constitutions in effect in 1787 included an amendment mechanism. Amendment making power rested with the legislature in three of the states and in the other five it was given to specially elected conventions. The Articles of Confederation provided that amendments were to be proposed by Congress and ratified by the unanimous vote of all thirteen state legislatures. This proved to be a major flaw in the Articles, as it created an insurmountable obstacle to constitutional reform. The amendment process crafted during the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention was, according to The Federalist No. 43[image: External link], designed to establish a balance between pliancy and rigidity:[49]


It guards equally against that extreme facility which would render the Constitution too mutable; and that extreme difficulty which might perpetuate its discovered faults. It moreover equally enables the General and the State Governments to originate the amendment of errors, as they may be pointed out by the experience on one side, or on the other.



There are two steps in the amendment process. Proposals to amend the Constitution must be properly adopted and ratified before they change the Constitution. First, there are two procedures for adopting the language of a proposed amendment, either by a) Congress[image: External link], by two-thirds majority[image: External link] in both the Senate and the House of Representatives, or b) national convention[image: External link] (which shall take place whenever two-thirds of the state legislatures collectively call for one). Second, there are two procedures for ratifying the proposed amendment, which requires three-fourths of the states' (presently 38 of 50) approval: a) consent of the state legislatures[image: External link], or b) consent of state ratifying conventions[image: External link]. The ratification method is chosen by Congress for each amendment.[50] State ratifying conventions were used only once, for the Twenty-first Amendment[image: External link].[51]

Presently, the Archivist of the United States[image: External link] is charged with responsibility for administering the ratification process under the provisions of 1 U.S. Code[image: External link] § 106b[image: External link]. The Archivist submits the proposed amendment to the states for their consideration by sending a letter of notification to each Governor[image: External link]. Each Governor then formally submits the amendment to their state's legislature. When a state ratifies a proposed amendment, it sends the Archivist an original or certified copy of the state's action. Ratification documents are examined by the Office of the Federal Register[image: External link] for facial legal sufficiency and an authenticating signature.[52]

Article Five ends by shielding certain clauses in the new frame of government from being amended. Article One, Section 9, Clauses 1 prevents Congress from passing any law that would restrict the importation of slaves[image: External link] into the United States prior to 1808, plus the fourth clause from that same section, which reiterates the Constitutional rule that direct taxes[image: External link] must be apportioned according state populations. These clauses were explicitly shielded from Constitutional amendment prior to 1808. On January 1, 1808, the first day it was permitted to do so, Congress approved legislation prohibiting the importation of slaves[image: External link] into the country. On February 3, 1913, with ratification of the Sixteenth Amendment[image: External link], Congress gained the authority to levy an income tax[image: External link] without apportioning it among the states or basing it on the United States Census. The third textually entrenched provision is Article One, Section 3, Clauses 1, which provides for equal representation of the states in the Senate. The shield protecting this clause from the amendment process is less absolute – "no state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate" – but permanent.
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Article Six[image: External link] establishes the Constitution, and all federal laws and treaties of the United States made according to it, to be the supreme law[image: External link] of the land, and that "the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, any thing in the laws or constitutions of any state notwithstanding." It validates national debt[image: External link] created under the Articles of Confederation and requires that all federal and state legislators, officers, and judges take oaths or affirmations to support the Constitution. This means that the states' constitutions and laws should not conflict with the laws of the federal constitution and that in case of a conflict, state judges are legally bound to honor the federal laws and constitution over those of any state. Article Six also states "no religious Test[image: External link] shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States."
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 Article Seven




Article Seven[image: External link] describes the process for establishing the proposed new frame of government. Anticipating that the influence of many state politicians would be Antifederalist, delegates to the Philadelphia Convention provided for ratification[image: External link] of the Constitution by popularly elected ratifying conventions[image: External link] in each state. The convention method also made it possible that judges, ministers and others ineligible to serve in state legislatures, could be elected to a convention. Suspecting that Rhode Island, at least, might not ratify, delegates decided that the Constitution would go into effect as soon as nine states (two-thirds rounded up) ratified.[53] Once ratified by this minimum number of states, it was anticipated that the proposed Constitution would become this Constitution between the nine or more that signed. It would not cover the four or fewer states that might not have signed.[54]
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 Closing endorsement




The Signing of the United States Constitution[image: External link] occurred on September 17, 1787 when 39 delegates to the Constitutional Convention endorsed the constitution created during the convention. In addition to signatures, this closing endorsement, the Constitution's eschatocol[image: External link], included a brief declaration that the delegates' work has been successfully completed and that those whose signatures appear on it subscribe to the final document. Included are, a statement pronouncing the document's adoption by the states present, a formulaic dating of its adoption, and the signatures of those endorsing it. Additionally, the convention's secretary, William Jackson[image: External link], signed the document to authenticate the validity of the delegate signatures. He also made a few secretarial notes.

The language of the concluding endorsement, conceived by Gouverneur Morris[image: External link] and presented to the convention by Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], was made intentionally ambiguous in hopes of winning over the votes of dissenting delegates. Advocates for the new frame of government, realizing the impending difficulty of obtaining the consent of the states needed to make it operational, were anxious to obtain the unanimous support of the delegations from each state. It was feared that many of the delegates would refuse to give their individual assent to the Constitution. Therefore, in order that the action of the Convention would appear to be unanimous, the formula, Done in convention by the unanimous consent of the states present ... was devised.[55]

The document is dated: "the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord" 1787, and "of the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth." This two-fold epoch[image: External link] dating serves to place the Constitution in the context of the religious traditions of Western civilization[image: External link] and, at the same time, links it to the regime[image: External link] principles proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence. This dual reference can also be found in the Articles of Confederation and the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link].[55]

The closing endorsement serves an authentication[image: External link] function only. It neither assigns powers to the federal government nor does it provide specific limitations on government action. It does however, provide essential documentation[image: External link] of the Constitution's validity, a statement of "This is what was agreed to." It records who signed the Constitution, and when and where.
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 Ratified amendments




See also: List of amendments to the United States Constitution[image: External link]


The Constitution has twenty-seven amendments. Structurally, the Constitution's original text and all prior amendments remain untouched. The precedent for this practice[image: External link] was set in 1789, when Congress[image: External link] considered and proposed the first several Constitutional amendments. Among these, Amendments 1–10 are collectively known as the Bill of Rights[image: External link], and Amendments 13–15 are known as the Reconstruction Amendments[image: External link]. Excluding the Twenty-seventh Amendment[image: External link], which was pending before the states for 202 years, 225 days, the longest pending amendment that was successfully ratified was the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link], which took 3 years, 343 days. The Twenty-sixth Amendment[image: External link] was ratified in the shortest time, 100 days. The average[image: External link] ratification time for the first twenty-six amendments was 1 year, 252 days, for all twenty-seven, 9 years, 48 days.

A proposed amendment becomes an operative part of the Constitution as soon as it is ratified by three-fourths of the States (currently 38 of the 50 States). There is no further step. The text requires no additional action by Congress or anyone else after ratification by the required number of states.[56] Thus, when the Office of the Federal Register verifies that it has received the required number of authenticated ratification documents, it drafts a formal proclamation for the Archivist to certify that the amendment is valid and has become part of the nation's frame of government. This certification is published in the Federal Register[image: External link] and United States Statutes at Large[image: External link] and serves as official notice to Congress and to the nation that the ratification process has been successfully completed.[52]
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 Safeguards of liberty (Amendments 1, 2, and 3)




The First Amendment[image: External link] (1791) prohibits Congress from obstructing the exercise of certain individual freedoms: freedom of religion[image: External link], freedom of speech[image: External link], freedom of the press[image: External link], freedom of assembly[image: External link], and right to petition[image: External link]. Its Free Exercise Clause[image: External link] guarantees a person's right to hold whatever religious beliefs he or she wants, and to freely exercise that belief, and its Establishment Clause[image: External link] prevents the federal government from creating an official national church or favoring one set of religious beliefs over another. The amendment guarantees an individual's right to express and to be exposed to a wide range of opinions and views. It was intended to ensure a free exchange of ideas, even unpopular ones. It also guarantees an individual's right to physically gather or associate with others in groups for economic, political or religious purposes. Additionally, it guarantees an individual's right to petition the government for a redress of grievances.[57]

The Second Amendment[image: External link] (1791) protects the right of individuals[58][59] to keep and bear arms[image: External link].[60][61][62][63] Although the Supreme Court has ruled that this right applies to individuals, not merely to collective militias, it has also held that the government may regulate or place some limits on the manufacture, ownership and sale of firearms[image: External link] or other weapons[image: External link].[64][65] Requested by several states during the Constitutional ratification debates, the amendment reflected the lingering resentment over the widespread efforts of the British to confiscate the colonists' firearms at the outbreak of the Revolutionary War. Patrick Henry had rhetorically asked, shall we be stronger, "when we are totally disarmed, and when a British Guard[image: External link] shall be stationed in every house?"[66]

The Third Amendment[image: External link] (1791) prohibits the federal government from forcing individuals to provide lodging to soldiers in their homes during peacetime without their consent. Requested by several states during the Constitutional ratification debates, the amendment reflected the lingering resentment over the Quartering Acts[image: External link] passed by the British Parliament[image: External link] during the Revolutionary War, which had allowed British soldiers to take over private homes for their own use.[67]
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 Safeguards of justice (Amendments 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8)




The Fourth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) protects people against unreasonable searches and seizures[image: External link] of either self or property[image: External link] by government officials. A search can mean everything from a frisking by a police officer or to a demand for a blood test to a search of an individual's home or car. A seizure occurs when the government takes control of an individual or something in his or her possession. Items that are seized often are used as evidence when the individual is charged with a crime. It also imposes certain limitations on police investigating a crime and prevents the use of illegally obtained evidence at trial.[68]

The Fifth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) establishes the requirement that a trial[image: External link] for a major crime[image: External link] may commence only after an indictment[image: External link] has been handed down by a grand jury[image: External link]; protects individuals from double jeopardy[image: External link], being tried and put in danger of being punished more than once for the same criminal act; prohibits punishment without due process[image: External link] of law, thus protecting individuals from being imprisoned without fair procedures; and provides that an accused person may not be compelled to reveal to the police, prosecutor, judge, or jury any information that might incriminate or be used against[image: External link] him or her in a court of law. Additionally, the Fifth Amendment also prohibits government from taking private property for public use without "just compensation[image: External link]", the basis of eminent domain[image: External link] in the United States.[69]

The Sixth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) provides several protections and rights to an individual accused of a crime. The accused has the right to a fair and speedy trial by a local and impartial jury[image: External link]. Likewise, a person has the right to a public trial. This right protects defendants from secret proceedings that might encourage abuse of the justice system, and serves to keep the public informed. This amendment also guarantees a right to legal counsel[image: External link] if accused of a crime, guarantees that the accused may require witnesses[image: External link] to attend the trial and testify in the presence of the accused, and guarantees the accused a right to know the charges against them. In 1966, the Supreme Court ruled that, with the Fifth Amendment, this amendment requires what has become known as the Miranda warning[image: External link].[70]

The Seventh Amendment[image: External link] (1791) extends the right to a jury trial[image: External link] to federal civil[image: External link] cases, and inhibits courts from overturning a jury's findings of fact[image: External link]. Although the Seventh Amendment itself says that it is limited to "suits at common law", meaning cases that triggered the right to a jury under English law, the amendment has been found to apply in lawsuits that are similar to the old common law cases. For example, the right to a jury trial applies to cases brought under federal statutes that prohibit race or gender discrimination in housing or employment. Importantly, this amendment guarantees the right to a jury trial only in federal court, not in state court.[71]

The Eighth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) protects people from having bail[image: External link] or fines[image: External link] set at an amount so high that it would be impossible for all but the richest defendants to pay and also protects people from being subjected to cruel and unusual punishment[image: External link]. Although this phrase originally was intended to outlaw certain gruesome methods of punishment, it has been broadened over the years to protect against punishments that are grossly disproportionate to or too harsh for the particular crime. This provision has also been used to challenge prison conditions such as extremely unsanitary cells, overcrowding, insufficient medical care and deliberate failure by officials to protect inmates from one another.[72]
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 Unenumerated rights and reserved powers (Amendments 9 and 10)




The Ninth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) declares that individuals have other fundamental rights, in addition to those stated in the Constitution. During the Constitutional ratification debates Anti-Federalists argued that a Bill of Rights should be added. The Federalists opposed it on grounds that a list would necessarily be incomplete but would be taken as explicit and exhaustive[image: External link], thus enlarging the power of the federal government by implication. The Anti-Federalists persisted, and several state ratification conventions refused to ratify the Constitution without a more specific list of protections, so the First Congress added what became the Ninth Amendment as a compromise. Because the rights protected by the Ninth Amendment are not specified, they are referred to as "unenumerated". The Supreme Court has found that unenumerated rights include such important rights as the right to travel, the right to vote, the right to privacy, and the right to make important decisions about one's health care or body.[73]

The Tenth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) was included in the Bill of Rights to further define the balance of power between the federal government and the states. The amendment states that the federal government has only those powers specifically granted by the Constitution. These powers include the power to declare war, to collect taxes, to regulate interstate business activities and others that are listed in the articles or in subsequent constitutional amendments. Any power not listed is, says the Tenth Amendment, left to the states or the people. While there is no specific list of what these "reserved powers" may be, the Supreme Court has ruled that laws affecting family relations, commerce within a state's own borders, and local law enforcement activities, are among those specifically reserved to the states or the people.[74]
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 Governmental authority (Amendments 11, 16, 18, and 21)




The Eleventh Amendment[image: External link] (1795) specifically prohibits federal courts from hearing cases in which a state is sued by an individual from another state or another country, thus extending to the states sovereign immunity[image: External link] protection from certain types of legal liability. Article Three, Section 2, Clause 1[image: External link] has been affected by this amendment, which also overturned the Supreme Court's decision in Chisholm v. Georgia[image: External link].[75][76]

The Sixteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1913) removed existing Constitutional constraints that limited the power of Congress to lay and collect taxes on income. Specifically, the apportionment constraints delineated in Article 1, Section 9, Clause 4[image: External link] have been removed by this amendment, which also overturned an 1895 Supreme Court decision, in Pollock v. Farmers' Loan & Trust Co.[image: External link], that declared a federal income tax on rents, dividends, and interest unconstitutional. This amendment has become the basis for all subsequent federal income tax legislation and has greatly expanded the scope of federal taxing and spending in the years since.[77]

The Eighteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1919) prohibited the making, transporting, and selling of alcoholic beverages nationwide. It also authorized Congress to enact legislation enforcing this prohibition. Adopted at the urging of a national temperance movement[image: External link], proponents believed that the use of alcohol was reckless and destructive and that prohibition[image: External link] would reduce crime and corruption, solve social problems, decrease the need for welfare and prisons, and improve the health of all Americans. During prohibition, it is estimated that alcohol consumption and alcohol related deaths declined dramatically. But prohibition had other, more negative consequences. The amendment drove the lucrative alcohol business underground, giving rise to a large and pervasive black market[image: External link]. In addition, prohibition encouraged disrespect for the law and strengthened organized crime[image: External link]. Prohibition came to an end in 1933, when this amendment was repealed.[78]

The Twenty-first Amendment[image: External link] (1933) repealed the Eighteenth Amendment and returned the regulation of alcohol to the states. Each state sets its own rules for the sale and importation of alcohol, including the drinking age. Because a federal law provides federal funds to states that prohibit the sale of alcohol to minors under the age of twenty-one, all fifty states have set their drinking age there. Rules about how alcohol is sold vary greatly from state to state.[79]
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 Safeguards of civil rights (Amendments 13, 14, 15, 19, 23, 24, and 26)




The Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1865) abolished slavery[image: External link] and involuntary servitude[image: External link], except as punishment for a crime[image: External link], and authorized Congress to enforce abolition[image: External link]. Though millions of slaves had been declared free by the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link], their post Civil War[image: External link] status was unclear, as was the status of other millions.[80] Congress intended the Thirteenth Amendment to be a proclamation of freedom for all slaves throughout the nation and to take the question of emancipation away from politics. This amendment rendered inoperative or moot several of the original parts of the constitution.[81]

The Fourteenth Amendment (1868) granted United States citizenship[image: External link] to former slaves and to all persons "subject to U.S. jurisdiction". It also contained three new limits on state power: a state shall not violate a citizen's privileges or immunities; shall not deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law; and must guarantee all persons equal protection of the laws. These limitations dramatically expanded the protections of the Constitution. This amendment, according to the Supreme Court's Doctrine of Incorporation[image: External link], makes most provisions of the Bill of Rights applicable to state and local governments as well. The mode of apportionment of representatives delineated in Article 1, Section 2, Clause 3 has been superseded by that of this amendment, which also overturned the Supreme Court's decision in Dred Scott v. Sandford[image: External link].[82]

The Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1870) prohibits the use of race[image: External link], color[image: External link], or previous condition of servitude in determining which citizens may vote. The last of three post Civil War Reconstruction Amendments, it sought to abolish one of the key vestiges of slavery and to advance the civil rights and liberties of former slaves.[83]

The Nineteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1920) prohibits the government from denying women the right to vote[image: External link] on the same terms as men. Prior to the amendment's adoption, only a few states permitted women to vote and to hold office.[84]

The Twenty-third Amendment[image: External link] (1961) extends the right to vote in presidential elections to citizens residing in the District of Columbia[image: External link] by granting the District[image: External link] electors in the Electoral College, as if it were a state. When first established as the nation's capital in 1800, the District of Columbia's five thousand residents had neither a local government, nor the right to vote in federal elections. By 1960 the population of the District had grown to over 760,000 people. However, while its residents had all the responsibilities of citizenship, such as paying federal taxes, and could be drafted to serve in the military, citizens in thirteen states with lower populations had more voting rights than District residents.[85]

The Twenty-fourth Amendment[image: External link] (1964) prohibits a poll tax[image: External link] for voting. Although passage of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments helped remove many of the discriminatory laws left over from slavery, they did not eliminate all forms of discrimination. Along with literacy tests and durational residency requirements, poll taxes were used to keep low-income (primarily African American) citizens from participating in elections. The Supreme Court has since struck down these discriminatory measures, opening democratic participation to all, regardless of one's ability to pay.[86]

The Twenty-sixth Amendment[image: External link] (1971) prohibits the government from denying the right of United States citizens, eighteen years of age or older, to vote on account of age. The drive to lower the voting age[image: External link] was driven in large part by the broader student activism[image: External link] movement protesting the Vietnam War[image: External link]. It gained strength following the Supreme Court's decision in Oregon v. Mitchell[image: External link], which held that Congress may set requirements for voting in federal elections, but not for state or local elections. The measure, which overturns the Mitchell decision, is another in a line of constitutional changes that expanded the right to vote to more citizens.[87]
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 Government processes and procedures (Amendments 12, 17, 20, 22, 25, and 27)




The Twelfth Amendment[image: External link] (1804) modifies the way the Electoral College chooses the President and Vice President. It stipulates that each elector must cast a distinct vote for President and Vice President, instead of two votes for President. It also suggests that the President and Vice President should not be from the same state. The electoral process delineated by Article II, Section 1, Clause 3[image: External link] has been superseded by that of this amendment, which also extends the eligibility requirements[image: External link] to become President to the Vice President.[88]

The Seventeenth Amendment[image: External link] (1913) modifies the way senators are elected. It stipulates that senators are to be elected by direct popular vote[image: External link]. The amendment supersedes Article 1, Section 2[image: External link], Clauses 1 and 2, under which the two senators from each state were elected by the state legislature[image: External link]. It also allows state legislatures to permit their governors to make temporary appointments until a special election[image: External link] can be held.[89]

The Twentieth Amendment[image: External link] (1933) changes the date on which a new President, Vice President and Congress take office, thus shortening the time between Election Day[image: External link] and the beginning of Presidential, Vice Presidential and Congressional terms.[90] Originally, the Constitution provided that the annual meeting was to be on the first Monday in December unless otherwise provided by law. The Articles Congress had determined, as a transitional measure to the new constitution, that the date for "commencing proceedings" under the U.S. Constitution would be March 4, 1789.[91] This became the date on which new federal officials took office in subsequent years. This meant that, when a new Congress was elected in November, it did not come into office until the following March, with a "lame duck[image: External link]" Congress convening in the interim. However, as transportation and communications improved, this became an unnecessarily long delay. By moving the beginning of the president's new term from March 4 to January 20 (and in the case of Congress, to January 3), proponents hoped to put an end to lame duck sessions, while allowing for a speedier transition for the new administration and legislators.[92]

The Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] (1951) limits an elected president to two terms in office, a total of eight years. However, under some circumstances it is possible for an individual to serve more than eight years. Although nothing in the original frame of government limited how many presidential terms one could serve, the nation's first president, George Washington, declined to run for a third term, suggesting that two terms of four years were enough for any president. This precedent remained an unwritten rule of the presidency until broken by Franklin D. Roosevelt, who was elected to a third term as president 1940 and in 1944 to a fourth.[93]

The Twenty-fifth Amendment[image: External link] (1967) clarifies what happens upon the death, removal, or resignation of the President or Vice President and how the Presidency is temporarily filled if the President becomes disabled and cannot fulfill the responsibilities of the office. It supersedes the ambiguous[image: External link] succession rule established in Article II, Section 1, Clause 6[image: External link]. A plan of succession has frequently been necessary. Eight presidents have died in office and one resigned from office mid-term. Similarly, seven vice presidents have died in office and two resigned mid-term. This has meant that for nearly 20% of U.S. history, there has been no Vice-President in office who can assume the Presidency.[94]

The Twenty-seventh Amendment[image: External link] (1992) prevents members of Congress from granting themselves pay raises during the current session. Rather, any raises that are adopted must take effect during the next session of Congress. Its proponents believed that Federal legislators would be more likely to be cautious about increasing congressional pay if they have no personal stake in the vote. Article One, section 6, Clause 1[image: External link] has been affected by this amendment, which remained pending for over two centuries as it contained no time limit for ratification.[95]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Unratified amendments




Collectively, members of the House and Senate typically propose around 200 amendments during each two-year term of Congress[image: External link].[96] Most however, never get out of the Congressional committees[image: External link] in which they were proposed, and only a fraction of those that do receive enough support to win Congressional approval to actually go through the constitutional ratification process.

Six amendments approved by Congress and proposed to the states for consideration have not been ratified by the required number of states to become part of the Constitution. Four of these are technically still pending, as Congress did not set a time limit (see also Coleman v. Miller[image: External link]) for their ratification. The other two are no longer pending, as both had a time limit attached and in both cases the time period set for their ratification expired.
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 Still pending





	The Congressional Apportionment Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1789) would, if ratified, establish a formula for determining the appropriate size of the House of Representatives and the appropriate apportionment[image: External link] of representatives among the states following each constitutionally mandated decennial census. At the time it was sent to the states for ratification, an affirmative vote by ten states would have made this amendment operational. In 1791 and 1792, when Vermont[image: External link] and Kentucky[image: External link] joined the Union, the number climbed to twelve. Thus, the amendment remained one state shy of the number needed for it to become part of the Constitution. No additional states have ratified this amendment since. To become part of the Constitution today, ratification by an additional twenty-seven would be required. The Apportionment Act of 1792[image: External link] apportioned the House of Representatives at 33,000 persons per representative in consequence of the 1790 census. Reapportionment has since been effected by statute.

	The Titles of Nobility Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1810) would, if ratified, strip United States citizenship from any citizen who accepted a title of nobility from a foreign country. When submitted to the states, ratification by thirteen states was required for it to become part of the Constitution; eleven had done so by early 1812. However, with the addition of Louisiana[image: External link] into the Union that year (April 30, 1812), the ratification threshold rose to fourteen. Thus, when New Hampshire[image: External link] ratified it in December 1812, the amendment again came within two states of being ratified. No additional states have ratified this amendment since. To become part of the Constitution today, ratification by an additional twenty-six would be required.

	The Corwin Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1861) would, if ratified, shield[image: External link] "domestic institutions[image: External link]" of the states (which in 1861 included slavery[image: External link]) from the constitutional amendment process and from abolition or interference by Congress. This proposal was one of several measures considered by Congress in an ultimately unsuccessful attempt to attract the seceding states back into the Union and to entice border slave states[image: External link] to stay.[97] Five states ratified the amendment in the early 1860s, but none have since. To become part of the Constitution today, ratification by an additional 33 states would be required. The subject of this proposal was subsequently addressed by the 1865 Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery.

	The Child Labor Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1924) would, if ratified, specifically authorize Congress to limit, regulate and prohibit labor of persons less than eighteen years of age. The amendment was proposed in response to Supreme Court rulings in Hammer v. Dagenhart[image: External link] (1918) and Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co.[image: External link] (1922) that found federal laws regulating and taxing goods produced by employees under the ages of 14 and 16 unconstitutional. When submitted to the states, ratification by 36 states was required for it to become part of the Constitution, as there were forty-eight states. Twenty-eight had ratified the amendment by early 1937, but none have done so since. To become part of the Constitution today, ratification by an additional ten would be required.[98] A federal statute[image: External link] approved June 25, 1938, regulated the employment of those under 16 or 18 years of age in interstate commerce. The Supreme Court, by unanimous vote in United States v. Darby Lumber Co.[image: External link] (1941), found this law constitutional, effectively overturning Hammer v. Dagenhart. As a result of this development, the movement pushing for the amendment concluded.[99]
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 No longer pending





	The Equal Rights Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1972) would have prohibited deprivation of equality of rights ( discrimination[image: External link]) by the federal or state governments on account of sex. A seven-year ratification time limit was initially placed on the amendment, but as the deadline approached, Congress granted a three-year extension. Thirty-five states ratified the proposed amendment prior to the original deadline, three short of the number required for it to be implemented (five of them later voted to rescind their ratification). No further states ratified the amendment, thus it failed to be adopted.

	The District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1978) would have granted the District of Columbia full representation in the United States Congress as if it were a state, repealed the 23rd Amendment, granted the District unconditional Electoral College voting rights, and allowed its participation in the process by which the Constitution is amended. A seven-year ratification time limit was placed on the amendment. Sixteen states ratified the amendment (twenty-two short of the number required for it to be implemented) prior to the deadline, thus it failed to be adopted.
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 Judicial review




See also: Judicial review in the United States[image: External link], Judicial review[image: External link], and Appeal § Appellate review[image: External link]


The way the Constitution is understood is influenced by court decisions, especially those of the Supreme Court. These decisions are referred to as precedents[image: External link]. Judicial review is the power of the Court to examine federal legislation, federal executive, and all state branches of government, to decide their constitutionality[image: External link], and to strike them down if found unconstitutional.

Judicial review includes the power of the Court to explain the meaning of the Constitution as it applies to particular cases. Over the years, Court decisions on issues ranging from governmental regulation of radio[image: External link] and television[image: External link] to the rights of the accused in criminal cases have changed the way many constitutional clauses are interpreted, without amendment to the actual text of the Constitution.

Legislation passed to implement the Constitution, or to adapt those implementations to changing conditions, broadens and, in subtle ways, changes the meanings given to the words of the Constitution. Up to a point, the rules and regulations of the many federal executive agencies have a similar effect. If an action of Congress or the agencies is challenged, however, it is the court system that ultimately decides whether these actions are permissible under the Constitution.

The Supreme Court has indicated that once the Constitution has been extended to an area (by Congress or the Courts), its coverage is irrevocable. To hold that the political branches may switch the Constitution on or off at will would lead to a regime in which they, not this Court, say "what the law is".[h]
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 Scope and theory




Courts established by the Constitution can regulate government under the Constitution, the supreme law of the land. First, they have jurisdiction over actions by an officer of government and state law. Second, federal courts may rule on whether coordinate branches of national government conform to the Constitution. Until the twentieth century, the Supreme Court of the United States may have been the only high tribunal in the world to use a court for constitutional interpretation of fundamental law, others generally depending on their national legislature.[100]



	
Early Court roots in the founding





	




The basic theory of American Judicial review is summarized by constitutional legal scholars and historians as follows: the written Constitution is fundamental law. It can change only by extraordinary legislative process of national proposal, then state ratification. The powers of all departments are limited to enumerated grants found in the Constitution. Courts are expected (a) to enforce provisions of the Constitution as the supreme law of the land, and (b) to refuse to enforce anything in conflict with it.[101]

In Convention. As to judicial review and the Congress, the first proposals by Madison (Va) and Wilson (Pa) called for a supreme court veto over national legislation. In this it resembled the system in New York, where the Constitution of 1777 called for a "Council of Revision[image: External link]" by the Governor and Justices of the state supreme court. The Council would review and in a way, veto any passed legislation violating the spirit of the Constitution before it went into effect. The nationalist's proposal in Convention was defeated three times, and replaced by a presidential veto with Congressional over-ride. Judicial review relies on the jurisdictional authority in Article III, and the Supremacy Clause.[102]

The justification for judicial review is to be explicitly found in the open ratifications held in the states and reported in their newspapers. John Marshall[image: External link] in Virginia, James Wilson[image: External link] in Pennsylvania and Oliver Ellsworth[image: External link] of Connecticut all argued for Supreme Court judicial review of acts of state legislature. In Federalist No. 78[image: External link], Alexander Hamilton advocated the doctrine of a written document held as a superior enactment of the people. "A limited constitution can be preserved in practice no other way" than through courts which can declare void any legislation contrary to the Constitution. The preservation of the people's authority over legislatures rests "particularly with judges".[103][i]

The Supreme Court was initially made up of jurists who had been intimately connected with the framing of the Constitution and the establishment of its government as law. John Jay[image: External link] (New York), a co-author of The Federalist Papers, served as Chief Justice for the first six years. The second Chief Justice for a term of four years, was Oliver Ellsworth[image: External link] (Connecticut), a delegate in the Constitutional Convention, as was John Rutledge[image: External link] (South Carolina), Washington's recess appointment as Chief Justice who served in 1795. John Marshall[image: External link] (Virginia), the fourth Chief Justice, had served in the Virginia Ratification Convention in 1788. His service on the Court would extend 34 years over some of the most important rulings to help establish the nation the Constitution had begun. In the first years of the Supreme Court, members of the Constitutional Convention who would serve included James Wilson[image: External link] (Pennsylvania) for ten years, John Blair, Jr.[image: External link] (Virginia) for five, and John Rutledge[image: External link] (South Carolina) for one year as Justice, then Chief Justice in 1795.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Establishment




When John Marshall followed Oliver Ellsworth as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in 1801, the federal judiciary had been established by the Judiciary Act[image: External link], but there were few cases, and less prestige. "The fate of judicial review was in the hands of the Supreme Court itself." Review of state legislation and appeals from state supreme courts was understood. But the Court's life, jurisdiction over state legislation was limited. The Marshall Court's landmark Barron v. Baltimore[image: External link] held that the Bill of Rights restricted only the federal government, and not the states.[103]

In the landmark Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] case, the Supreme Court asserted its authority of judicial review over Acts of Congress. Its findings were that Marbury and the others had a right to their commissions as judges in the District of Columbia. The law afforded Marbury a remedy at court. Then Marshall, writing the opinion for the majority, announced his discovered conflict between Section 13 of the Judiciary Act of 1789[image: External link] and Article III.[j][105][k] In this case, both the Constitution and the statutory law applied to the particulars at the same time. "The very essence of judicial duty" according to Marshall was to determine which of the two conflicting rules should govern. The Constitution enumerates powers of the judiciary to extend to cases arising "under the Constitution". Further, justices take a Constitutional oath to uphold it as "Supreme law of the land"[image: External link].[106] Therefore, since the United States government as created by the Constitution is a limited government, the Federal courts were required to choose the Constitution over Congressional law if there were deemed to be a conflict between them.

"This argument has been ratified by time and by practice..."[l][m] "Marshall The Supreme Court did not declare another Act of Congress unconstitutional until the disastrous Dred Scott[image: External link] decision in 1857, held after the voided Missouri Compromise[image: External link] statute, had already been repealed. In the eighty years following the Civil War to World War II, the Court voided Congressional statutes in 77 cases, on average almost one a year.[108]

Something of a crisis arose when, in 1935 and 1936, the Supreme Court handed down twelve decisions voiding Acts of Congress relating to the New Deal. President Franklin D. Roosevelt then responded with his abortive "court packing plan[image: External link]". Other proposals have suggested a Court super-majority to overturn Congressional legislation, or a Constitutional Amendment to require that the Justices retire at a specified age by law. To date, the Supreme Court's power of judicial review has persisted.[104]
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 Self-restraint




The power of judicial review could not have been preserved long in a democracy unless it had been "wielded with a reasonable measure of judicial restraint, and with some attention, as Mr. Dooley[image: External link] said, to the election returns." Indeed, the Supreme Court has developed a system of doctrine and practice that self-limits its power of judicial review.[109]

The Court controls almost all of its business by choosing what cases to consider, writs of certiorari[image: External link]. In this way, it can avoid opinions on embarrassing or difficult cases. The Supreme Court limits itself by defining for itself what is a "justiciable question." First, the Court is fairly consistent in refusing to make any "advisory opinions[image: External link]" in advance of actual cases.[n] Second, "friendly suits[image: External link]" between those of the same legal interest are not considered. Third, the Court requires a "personal interest", not one generally held, and a legally protected right must be immediately threatened by government action. Cases are not taken up if the litigant has no standing to sue. Simply having the money to sue and being injured by government action are not enough.[109]

These three procedural ways of dismissing cases have led critics to charge that the Supreme Court delays decisions by unduly insisting on technicalities in their "standards of litigability". Under the Court's practice, there are cases left unconsidered which are in the public interest, with genuine controversy, and resulting from good faith action. "The Supreme Court is not only a court of law but a court of justice."[110]
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 Separation of powers




The Supreme Court balances several pressures to maintain its roles in national government. It seeks to be a co-equal branch of government, but its decrees must be enforceable. The Court seeks to minimize situations where it asserts itself superior to either President or Congress, but federal officers must be held accountable. The Supreme Court assumes power to declare acts of Congress as unconstitutional but it self-limits its passing on constitutional questions.[111] But the Court's guidance on basic problems of life and governance in a democracy is most effective when American political life reinforce its rulings.[112]

Justice Brandeis[image: External link] summarized four general guidelines that the Supreme Court uses to avoid constitutional decisions relating to Congress:[o] The Court will not anticipate a question of constitutional law nor decide open questions unless a case decision requires it. If it does, a rule of constitutional law is formulated only as the precise facts in the case require. The Court will choose statutes or general law for the basis of its decision if it can without constitutional grounds. If it does, the Court will choose a constitutional construction of an Act of Congress, even if its constitutionality is seriously in doubt. [111]

Likewise with the Executive Department, Edwin Corwin observed that the Court does sometimes rebuff presidential pretensions, but it more often tries to rationalize them. Against Congress, an Act is merely "disallowed". In the executive case, exercising judicial review produces "some change in the external world" beyond the ordinary judicial sphere.[113] The "political question" doctrine especially applies to questions which present a difficult enforcement issue. Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes addressed the Court's limitation when political process allowed future policy change, but a judicial ruling would "attribute finality". Political questions lack "satisfactory criteria for a judicial determination".[114]

John Marshall recognized that the president holds "important political powers" which as Executive privilege allows great discretion. This doctrine was applied in Court rulings on President Grant's duty to enforce the law during Reconstruction[image: External link]. It extends to the sphere of foreign affairs. Justice Robert Jackson[image: External link] explained, Foreign affairs are inherently political, "wholly confided by our Constitution to the political departments of the government ... [and] not subject to judicial intrusion or inquiry."[115]

Critics of the Court object in two principal ways to self-restraint in judicial review, deferring as it does as a matter of doctrine to Acts of Congress and Presidential actions.


	Its inaction is said to allow "a flood of legislative appropriations" which permanently create an imbalance between the states and federal government.

	Supreme Court deference to Congress and the executive compromises American protection of civil rights, political minority groups and aliens.[116]













Further information: Separation of powers under the United States Constitution[image: External link]
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 Subsequent Courts




Main article: History of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


Supreme Courts under the leadership of subsequent Chief Justices have also used judicial review to interpret the Constitution among individuals, states and federal branches. Notable contributions were made by the Chase Court, the Taft Court, the Warren Court, and the Rehnquist Court.

Further information: List of United States Supreme Court cases by the Chase Court[image: External link]


Salmon P. Chase[image: External link] was a Lincoln appointee, serving as Chief Justice from 1864 to 1873. His career encompassed service as a U.S. Senator and Governor of Ohio. He coined the slogan, "Free soil, free Labor, free men." One of Lincoln's "team of rivals", he was appointed Secretary of Treasury during the Civil War, issuing "greenbacks". To appease radical Republicans, Lincoln appointed him to replace Chief Justice Roger B. Taney[image: External link] of Dred Scott[image: External link] case fame.

In one of his first official acts, Chase admitted John Rock[image: External link], the first African-American to practice before the Supreme Court. The "Chase Court" is famous for Texas v. White[image: External link], which asserted a permanent Union of indestructible states. Veazie Bank v. Fenno[image: External link] upheld the Civil War tax on state banknotes. Hepburn v. Griswold[image: External link] found parts of the Legal Tender Acts unconstitutional, though it was reversed under a late Supreme Court majority.

Further information: List of United States Supreme Court cases by the Taft Court[image: External link]




	
Scope of judicial review expanded





	




William Howard Taft was a Harding appointment to Chief Justice from 1921 to 1930. A Progressive Republican[image: External link] from Ohio, he was a one-term President.

As Chief Justice, he advocated the Judiciary Act of 1925[image: External link] that brought the Federal District Courts under the administrative jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. Taft successfully sought the expansion of Court jurisdiction over non- states such as District of Columbia and Territories of Arizona, New Mexico, Alaska and Hawaii.

In 1925, the Taft Court issued a ruling overturning a Marshall Court ruling on the Bill of Rights. In Gitlow v. New York[image: External link], the Court established the doctrine of " incorporation[image: External link] which applied the Bill of Rights to the states. Important cases included the Board of Trade of City of Chicago v. Olsen[image: External link] that upheld Congressional regulation of commerce. Olmstead v. United States[image: External link] allowed exclusion of evidence obtained without a warrant based on application of the 14th Amendment proscription against unreasonable searches. Wisconsin v. Illinois[image: External link] ruled the equitable power of the United States can impose positive action on a state to prevent its inaction from damaging another state.

Further information: List of United States Supreme Court cases by the Warren Court[image: External link]


Earl Warren was an Eisenhower nominee, Chief Justice from 1953 to 1969. Warren's Republican career in the law reached from County Prosecutor, California state attorney general, and three consecutive terms as Governor. His programs stressed progressive efficiency, expanding state education, re-integrating returning veterans, infrastructure and highway construction.

In 1954, the Warren Court overturned a landmark Fuller Court[image: External link] ruling on the Fourteenth Amendment interpreting racial segregation as permissible in government and commerce providing "separate but equal" services. Warren built a coalition of Justices after 1962 that developed the idea of natural rights as guaranteed in the Constitution. Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link] banned segregation in public schools. Baker v. Carr[image: External link] and Reynolds v. Sims[image: External link] established Court ordered "one-man-one-vote". Bill of Rights Amendments were incorporated into the states. Due process was expanded in Gideon v. Wainwright[image: External link] and Miranda v. Arizona[image: External link]. First Amendment rights were addressed in Griswold v. Connecticut[image: External link] concerning privacy, and Engel v. Vitale[image: External link] relative to free speech.

Further information: List of United States Supreme Court cases by the Rehnquist Court[image: External link]


William Rehnquist was a Reagan appointment to Chief Justice, serving from 1986 to 2005. While he would concur with overthrowing a state supreme court's decision, as in Bush v. Gore, he built a coalition of Justices after 1994 that developed the idea of federalism as provided for in the Tenth Amendment. In the hands of the Supreme Court, the Constitution and its Amendments were to restrain Congress, as in City of Boerne v. Flores[image: External link].

Nevertheless, the Rehnquist Court was noted in the contemporary "culture wars" for overturning state laws relating to privacy prohibiting late-term abortions in Stenberg v. Carhart[image: External link], prohibiting sodomy in Lawrence v. Texas[image: External link], or ruling so as to protect free speech in Texas v. Johnson[image: External link] or affirmative action in Grutter v. Bollinger[image: External link].
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 Civic religion




Main article: American civil religion[image: External link]


There is a viewpoint that some Americans have come to see the documents of the Constitution, along with the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights[image: External link], as being a cornerstone of a type of civil religion[image: External link]. This is suggested by the prominent display of the Constitution, along with the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights, in massive, bronze-framed, bulletproof, moisture-controlled glass containers vacuum-sealed in a rotunda by day and in multi-ton bomb-proof vaults by night at the National Archives Building[image: External link].[117]

The idea of displaying the documents struck one academic critic looking from the point of view of the 1776 or 1789 America as "idolatrous, and also curiously at odds with the values of the Revolution".[117] By 1816, Jefferson wrote that "[s]ome men look at constitutions with sanctimonious reverence and deem them like the Ark of the Covenant[image: External link], too sacred to be touched". But he saw imperfections and imagined that there could potentially be others, believing as he did that "institutions must advance also".[118]

Some commentators depict the multi-ethnic, multi-sectarian United States as held together by a political orthodoxy, in contrast with a nation state[image: External link] of people having more "natural" ties.[119][120]
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 Worldwide influence






	




Main article: United States Constitution and worldwide influence[image: External link]


The United States Constitution has been a notable model for governance around the world. Its international influence is found in similarities of phrasing and borrowed passages in other constitutions, as well as in the principles of the rule of law[image: External link], separation of powers[image: External link] and recognition of individual rights[image: External link]. The American experience of fundamental law with amendments and judicial review[image: External link] has motivated constitutionalists[image: External link] at times when they were considering the possibilities for their nation's future.[121] It informed Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War[image: External link],[t] his contemporary and ally Benito Juárez[image: External link] of Mexico,[u] and the second generation of 19th-century constitutional nationalists, José Rizal[image: External link] of the Philippines[v] and Sun Yat-sen[image: External link] of China.[w] Since the latter half of the 20th century, the influence of the United States Constitution may be waning as other countries have revised their constitutions with new influences.[127][128]
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 Criticisms




Further information: History of the United States Constitution § Criticism of the Constitution[image: External link]


The United States Constitution has faced various criticisms since its inception in 1787.

The Constitution did not originally define who was eligible to vote[image: External link], allowing each state to determine who was eligible. In the early history of the U.S., most states allowed only white[image: External link] male adult property owners to vote.[129][130][131] Until the Reconstruction Amendments[image: External link] were adopted between 1865 and 1870, the five years immediately following the Civil War[image: External link], the Constitution did not abolish slavery, nor give citizenship and voting rights to former slaves.[132] These amendments did not include a specific prohibition on discrimination on the basis of sex; it took another amendment – the Nineteenth[image: External link], ratified in 1920 – for the Constitution to prohibit any United States citizen from being denied the right to vote on the basis of sex.[133]
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 Notes






	
^ Historically, the first written constitution of an independent polity which was adopted by representatives elected by the people was the 1755 Corsican Constitution[image: External link], despite being short-lived, drafted by Pasquale Paoli[image: External link], whose work was an inspiration for many American patriots[image: External link][8], including the Hearts of Oak[image: External link], originally named "The Corsicans", and the Sons of Liberty[image: External link].[9] Earlier written constitutions of independent states exist but were not adopted by bodies elected by the people, such as the Swedish Constitution of 1772[image: External link], adopted by the king, the Constitution of San Marino[image: External link] of 1600 which is the oldest surviving constitution in the world, or the Constitution of Pylyp Orlyk[image: External link], the first establishing separation of powers.


	
^ The Judiciary Act of 1789[image: External link] established six Supreme Court justices. The number was periodically increased, reaching ten in 1863, allowing Lincoln additional appointments. After the Civil War, vacancies reduced the number to seven. Congress finally fixed the number at nine.


	
^ The four concepts which determine "justiciability", the formula for a federal court taking and deciding a case, are the doctrines of (a) standing, (b) real and substantial interests, (c) adversity, and (d) avoidance of political questions.[47]


	
^ Judicial Review is explained in Hamilton's Federalist No. 78[image: External link]. It also has roots in Natural Law expressions in the Declaration of Independence. The Supreme Court first ruled an act of Congress unconstitutional in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link], the second was Dred Scott[image: External link].[47]


	
^ For instance, 'collateral estoppel' directs that when a litigant wins in a state court, they cannot sue in federal court to get a more favorable outcome.


	
^ Recently numerous habeas corpus reforms have tried to preserve a working "relationship of comity" and simultaneously streamline the process for state and lower courts to apply Supreme Court interpretations.[47]


	
^ Contrary to this source when viewed, the Constitution provides that punishments, including forfeiture of income and property, must apply to the person convicted. "No attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood[image: External link] or forfeiture" on the convicted traitor's children or heirs. This avoids the perpetuation of civil war into the generations by Parliamentary majorities as in the Wars of the Roses[image: External link].[47]


	
^ Downes v. Bidwell[image: External link], 182 U.S. 244, 261 (1901), commenting on an earlier Supreme Court decision, Loughborough v. Blake, 18 U.S. (5 Wheat.) 317 (1820); Rasmussen v. United States, 197 U.S. 516, 529-530, 536 (1905)(concurring opinions of Justices Harlan and Brown), that once the Constitution has been extended to an area, its coverage is irrevocable; Boumediene v. Bush[image: External link] - That where the Constitution has been once formally extended by Congress to territories, neither Congress nor the territorial legislature can enact laws inconsistent therewith. The Constitution grants Congress and the President the power to acquire, dispose of, and govern territory, not the power to decide when and where its terms apply.


	
^ The Supreme Court found 658 cases of invalid state statutes from 1790 to 1941 before the advent of civil rights cases in the last half of the twentieth century[104]


	
^ In this, John Marshall leaned on the argument of Hamilton in Federalist No. 78[image: External link].


	
^ Although it may be that the true meaning of the Constitution to the people of the United States in 1788 can only be divined by a study of the state ratification conventions, the Supreme Court has used the Federalist Papers as a supplemental guide to the Constitution since their co-author, John Jay, was the first Chief Justice.


	
^ The entire quote reads, "This argument has been ratified by time and by practice, and there is little point in quibbling with it. Of course, the President also takes an oath to support the Constitution."[107]


	
^ The presidential reference is to Andrew Jackson's disagreement with Marshall's Court over Worcester v. Georgia[image: External link], finding Georgia could not impose its laws in Cherokee Territory. Jackson replied, "John Marshall has made his decision; now let him enforce it!", and the Trail of Tears proceeded. Jackson would not politically interpose the U.S. Army between Georgia and the Cherokee people as Eisenhower would do between Arkansas and the integrating students.


	
^ "Advisory opinions" are not the same as "declaratory judgments[image: External link]." (a) These address rights and legal relationships in cases of "actual controversy", and (b) the holding has the force and effect of a final judgment. (c) There is no coercive order, as the parties are assumed to follow the judgment, but a "declaratory judgment" is the basis of any subsequent ruling in case law.


	
^ Louis Brandeis concurring opinion, Ashwander v. Tennessee Valley Authority, 1936.


	
^ The Chase Court[image: External link], 1864–1873, in 1865 were the Hon. Salmon P. Chase, Chief Justice, U.S.; Hon. Nathan Clifford, Maine; Stephen J. Field, Justice Supreme Court, U.S.; Hon. Samuel F. Miller, U.S. Supreme Court; Hon. Noah H. Swayne, Justice Supreme Court, U.S.; Judge Morrison R. Waite


	
^ The Taft Court[image: External link], 1921–1930, in 1925 were James Clark McReynolds, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., William Howard Taft (Chief Justice), Willis Van Devanter, Louis Brandeis. Edward Sanford, George Sutherland, Pierce Butler, Harlan Fiske Stone


	
^ The Warren Court[image: External link], 1953–1969, in 1963 were Felix Frankfurter; Hugo Black; Earl Warren (Chief Justice); Stanley Reed; WIlliam O. Douglas. Tom Clark; Robert H. Jackson; Harold Burton; Sherman Minton


	
^ The Rehnquist Court, 1986–2005.


	
^ "Secession was indeed unconstitutional ... military resistance to secession was not only constitutional but also morally justified.[122] "the primary purpose of the Constitution was ... to create 'a more perfect union' ... the Constitution was an exercise in nation building.[123]


	
^ Juarez regarded the United States as a model of republican democracy and consistently supported Abraham Lincoln.[124]


	
^ The institutions of the two countries which have most influenced constitutional development are Spain and the United States". One of the reforms, "sine quibus non", to use the words of Rizal and Mabini, always insisted upon by the Filipinos, was Philippine representation in the Spanish Cortez[image: External link], the promulgation in the Islands of the Spanish Constitution, and the complete assimilation equal to that of any in the Spanish provinces on the continent.[125]


	
^ In the modern history of China, there were many revolutionaries who tried to seek the truth from the West in order to overthrow the feudal system of the Qing dynasty[image: External link]. Dr. Sun Yat-sen[image: External link], for example, was much influenced by American democracy, especially the U.S. Constitution.[126]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Footnotes






	
^ Maier 2010, p. 35


	
^ United States Senate (1992). "Amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America"[image: External link] (PDF). The Constitution of the United States of America: Analysis and Interpretation[image: External link] (PDF). U.S. Government Printing Office. p. 25 n.2. ISBN  9780160632686[image: External link].


	
^ a b "Constitution Day"[image: External link]. Senate.gov. United States Senate. Retrieved September 10, 2016.


	
^ Ritchie, Donald. "Bill of Rights"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom - Glossary. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ Lloyd, Gordon. "Introduction to the Bill of Rights"[image: External link]. TeachingAmericanHistory.org. The Ashbrook Center at Ashland University. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ "America's Founding Documents"[image: External link]. October 30, 2015.


	
^ "Differences between Parchment, Vellum and Paper"[image: External link]. August 15, 2016.


	
^ Pasquale Paoli[image: External link] at Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link]


	
^ Ruppert, Bob. "Paoli: Hero of the Sons of Liberty"[image: External link]. Journal of the American Revolution. Retrieved May 20, 2017.


	
^ McLaughlin, Andrew C. (1936). "A constitutional History of the United States"[image: External link]. New York, London: D. Appleton-Century Company. pp. 83–90. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ Morris, Richard B. (December 28, 1976). Presidential Address[image: External link] (Speech). American Historical Association. Retrieved June 8, 2014.


	
^ Fritz, Christian G. (2008). American Sovereigns: The People and America's Constitutional Tradition Before the Civil War[image: External link]. New York: Cambridge University Press. p. 131. ISBN  978-0-521-88188-3[image: External link]; noting that "Madison, along with other Americans clearly understood" the Articles of Confederation "to be the first federal Constitution".


	
^ Jensen, Merrill (1950). The New Nation: A History of the United States During the Confederation, 1781–1789. Boston: Northeastern University Press. pp. 177–233. ISBN  978-0-930350-14-7[image: External link].


	
^ Wood, Gordon S. (1972). The Creation of the American Republic, 1776–1787. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. p. 359. ISBN  978-0-807-84723-7[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f Maier 2010, pp. 11–13


	
^ Maier 2010, pp. 12-13, 19.


	
^ Bowen 2010, pp. 129-130.


	
^ Bowen 2010, p. 31.


	
^ Maier 2010, pp. 15-16.


	
^ Maier 2010, p. 13.


	
^ Wood 1998, pp. 356-367, 359.


	
^ Maier 2010, pp. 14, 30, 66.


	
^ "Resolution of Congress, 21 Feb. 1787"[image: External link]. The Founders' Constitution. University of Chicago Press; The Articles Congress thus echoed a previous resolution of a conference at Annapolis; see "Proceedings of Commissioners to Remedy Defects of the Federal Government: 1786"[image: External link].


	
^ Maier 2010, p. 21


	
^ Maier 2010, p. 27


	
^ a b "America's Founding Fathers-Delegates to the Constitutional Convention"[image: External link]. The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ "Variant Texts of the Virginia Plan, Presented by Edmund Randolph to the Federal Convention"[image: External link]. The Avalon Project[image: External link] at Yale Law School. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ "The Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787 reported by James Madison : on June 15"[image: External link]. The Avalon Project at Yale Law School. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ a b "Committee Assignments Chart and Commentary"[image: External link]. Ashland, Ohio: TeachingAmericanHistory.org. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ "Madison Debates July 16"[image: External link]. The Avalon Project at Yale Law School. Retrieved March 31, 2014.


	
^ a b c "Committees at the Constitutional Convention"[image: External link]. U.S. Constitution Online. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ "Madison Debates August 6"[image: External link]. The Avalon Project at Yale Law School. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ "Madison Debates September 12"[image: External link]. The Avalon Project at Yale Law School. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ Vile, John R. (2005). The Constitutional Convention of 1787: A Comprehensive Encyclopedia of America's Founding (Volume 1: A-M)[image: External link]. ABC-CLIO. p. 705. ISBN  1-85109-669-8[image: External link]. Retrieved October 21, 2015.


	
^ "Madison Debates September 15"[image: External link]. The Avalon Project at Yale Law School. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ Wright, Jr., Robert K.; MacGregor Jr., Morris J. "Appendix A: The Annapolis Convention". Soldier-Statesmen of the Constitution[image: External link]. Washington D.C: United States Army Center of Military History. p. 264. LCCN  87001353[image: External link]. CMH Pub 71-25.


	
^ "Resolution of Congress of September 28, 1787, Submitting the Constitution to the Several States"[image: External link]. The Avalon Project[image: External link] at Yale Law School. Retrieved August 31, 2014.


	
^ "Resolution of the Congress, of September 13, 1788, Fixing Date for Election of a President, and the Organization of the Government Under the Constitution, in the City of New York"[image: External link] – via Avalon Project[image: External link].


	
^ Manning, John F. (2011). "Separation of Powers as Ordinary Interpretation". Harvard Law Review. 124 (1): 1939–2039.


	
^ Carpenter, William Seal (1928). "The Separation of Powers in the Eighteenth Century". American Political Science Review. 22 (1): 32–44.


	
^ Nielson, Aaron (April 10, 2016). "D.C. Circuit Reviewed: The Baron Montesquieu"[image: External link].


	
^ National Archives and Records Administration. "National Archives Article on the Bill of Rights"[image: External link]. Retrieved December 16, 2007.


	
^ Kilpatrick, James J., ed. (1961). The Constitution of the United States and Amendments Thereto. Foreword by Denys P. Myers. Virginia Commission on Constitutional Government. p. i (of foreword).[full citation needed[image: External link]]


	
^ See Jacobson v. Massachusetts[image: External link], 197 U.S. 11, 22 (1905) ("Although th[e] preamble indicates the general purposes for which the people ordained and established the Constitution, it has never been regarded as the source of any substantive power conferred on the government of the United States, or on any of its departments."); see also United States v. Boyer, 85 F. 425, 430–31 (W.D. Mo. 1898) ("The preamble never can be resorted to, to enlarge the powers confided to the general government, or any of its departments. It cannot confer any power per se[image: External link]. It can never amount, by implication, to an enlargement of any power expressly given. It can never be the legitimate source of any implied power, when otherwise withdrawn from the constitution. Its true office is to expound the nature and extent and application of the powers actually conferred by the constitution, and not substantively to create them." (quoting 1 JOSEPH STORY, COMMENTARIES ON THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES § 462 (1833)) (internal quotation marks omitted)).


	
^ Adler & Gorman 1975, p. 26, 80, 136.


	
^ a b 17. U.S. at 421


	
^ a b c d e f g h O'Connor 2010.


	
^ FindLaw for legal professionals[image: External link], with links to United States Government Printing office official Web site, Cornell Law School, Emory Law School, and U.S. Supreme Court decisions since 1893, (1998, 2000 Supplement). Viewed November 28, 2011. "Archived copy"[image: External link]. Archived from the original on January 16, 2013. Retrieved 2011-11-29.


	
^ England, Trent & Spalding, Matthew. "Essays on Article V: Amendments"[image: External link]. The Heritage Foundation. Retrieved July 31, 2014.


	
^ "Proposed Amendments"[image: External link]. Constitution Day Observance Events. Clayton State University.


	
^ Lutz, Donald (1994). "Toward a Theory of Constitutional Amendment". The American Political Science Review.


	
^ a b "The Constitutional Amendment Process"[image: External link]. National Archives and Records Administration. Retrieved July 27, 2014.


	
^ Morison, Samuel Eliot[image: External link] (1965). The Oxford History of the American People. Oxford: Oxford University Press. p. 312.


	
^ Lloyd, Gordon. "The Six Stages of Ratification of the Constitution: Stage I – Now For the Bad News"[image: External link]. TeachingAmericanHistory.org. The Ashbrook Center at Ashland University. Retrieved June 23, 2014.


	
^ a b Spaulding, Matthew. "Attestation Clause"[image: External link]. The Heritage Foundation. Retrieved November 25, 2016.


	
^ Neale, Thomas H. "The Proposed Equal Rights Amendment: Contemporary Ratification Issues"[image: External link] (PDF). Congressional Research Service. Retrieved July 27, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment I"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Fletcher v. Haas, 11-10644-DPW[image: External link] (D. Mass. March 30, 2012).


	
^ Pierce, John (April 2, 2012). "Permanent Resident Aliens Have Second Amendment Rights Too"[image: External link]. Monachus Lex.[self-published source[image: External link]]


	
^ Constitutional Law[image: External link]. Casenotes.[full citation needed[image: External link]]


	
^ Jilson, Cal. American Government: Political Development and Institutional Change[image: External link].[full citation needed[image: External link]]


	
^ Shaman, Jeffrey. "After Heller: What Now for the Second Amendment"[image: External link]. Santa Clara Law Review. Retrieved January 30, 2014.[full citation needed[image: External link]]


	
^ "US Senate Annotated Constitution"[image: External link]. Retrieved January 30, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment II"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Epstein, Lee & Walk, Thomas G. (2012). Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Rights, Liberties and Justice[image: External link] (8th ed.). CQ Press. pp. 395–396. ISBN  978-1-4522-2674-3[image: External link].


	
^ Moncure 1990.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment III"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment IV"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment V"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment VI"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment VII"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment VIII"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment IX"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment X"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ "Annotation 1: Eleventh Amendment, State Immunity"[image: External link]. FindLaw[image: External link]. Retrieved May 4, 2013.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XI"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XVI"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XVIII"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XXI"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ "The Emancipation Proclamation"[image: External link]. National Archives and Records Administration. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XIII"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XIV"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XV"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XIX"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XXIII"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XXIV"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XXVI"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XII"[image: External link]. Annenberg Classroom. Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XVII"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ "CRS/LII Annotated Constitution Twentieth Amendment"[image: External link].


	
^ See 34 Library of Cong., Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774–1789, at 523 (Roscoe R. Hill ed., 1937).


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XX"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XXII"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XXV"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ Monk, Linda. "Amendment XXVII"[image: External link]. www.annenbergclassroom.org. Philadelphia, Pa.: Annenberg Classroom. Retrieved August 6, 2014.


	
^ "Capitol Questions"[image: External link]. C-SPAN. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 9, 2008. Retrieved May 29, 2008.


	
^ Morison, Samuel Eliot (1965). The Oxford History of the American People. Oxford: Oxford University Press. p. 609.


	
^ Kilpatrick, James J., ed. (1961). The Constitution of the United States and Amendments Thereto. Virginia Commission on Constitutional Government. pp. 68–69.


	
^ Griffin, Stephen M. (1998). American Constitutionalism: From Theory to Politics[image: External link]. Princeton University Press. p. 89. ISBN  9780691002408[image: External link].


	
^ Pritchett 1959, p. 134.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, p. 136.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, pp. 137-138.


	
^ a b Pritchett 1959, p. 138.


	
^ a b Pritchett 1959, p. 142.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, p. 140.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, pp. 140-141.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, p. 141.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, pp. 141-142.


	
^ a b Pritchett 1959, p. 145.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, pp. 148-149.


	
^ a b Pritchett 1959, p. 149.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, p. 154.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, p. 150.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, p. 151.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, pp. 150-151.


	
^ Pritchett 1959, p. 153.


	
^ a b Wood, Gordon S., (August 14, 1997). "Dusting off the Declaration"[image: External link]. The New York Review of Books. Retrieved December 29, 2011.


	
^ Levinson 1987, p. 115.


	
^ Levinson 1987, p. 118.


	
^ Levinson 1987, p. 119.


	
^ Billias 2009, xi–xv.


	
^ Farber 2003, p. 3.


	
^ Farber 2003, p. 198.


	
^ Stacy 2003, p. 436.


	
^ Malcolm 1920, p. 109.


	
^ Qing Yu 1988, p. 193.


	
^ "The Declining Influence of the United States Constitution"[image: External link]. Journalist's Resource. Harvard Kennedy School of Government[image: External link] Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy[image: External link]. April 9, 2013. Retrieved April 23, 2015.


	
^ Law, David S.; Versteeg, Mila (2012). "The Declining Influence of the United States Constitution". New York University Law Review[image: External link]. 87 (3): 762–858. SSRN[image: External link]  1923556[image: External link] .


	
^ "Expansion of Rights and Liberties - The Right of Suffrage"[image: External link]. Online Exhibit: The Charters of Freedom. National Archives. Retrieved April 21, 2015.


	
^ "U.S. Voting Rights"[image: External link]. Infoplease. Retrieved April 21, 2015.


	
^ "Voting in Early America"[image: External link]. Colonial Williamsburg. Spring 2007. Retrieved April 21, 2015.


	
^ Foner, Eric. "The Reconstruction Amendments: Official Documents as Social History"[image: External link]. The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. Retrieved December 5, 2012. (Subscription required (help)).


	
^ "The Constitution: The 19th Amendment"[image: External link]. National Archives and Records Administration. Retrieved December 5, 2012.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Works cited






	Adler, Mortimer[image: External link] & Gorman, William (1975). The American Testament: for the Institute for Philosophical Research and the Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies. New York: Praeger. ISBN  978-0-275-34060-5[image: External link].

	Billias, George[image: External link] (2009). American Constitutionalism Heard Round the World, 1776-1989: A Global Perspective. New York: New York University Press. ISBN  978-0-8147-9107-3[image: External link].

	Bowen, Catherine[image: External link] (2010) [First published 1966]. Miracle at Philadelphia: The Story of the Constitutional Convention, May to September 1787[image: External link]. New York: Little, Brown. ISBN  978-0-316-10261-2[image: External link].

	Farber, Daniel[image: External link] (2003). Lincoln's Constitution. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. ISBN  978-0-226-23793-0[image: External link].

	Levinson, Sanford[image: External link] (1987). "Pledging Faith in the Civil Religion; Or, Would You Sign the Constitution?"[image: External link]. William & Mary Law Review. 29 (113). Retrieved December 15, 2011.

	Maier, Pauline[image: External link] (2010). Ratification: The People Debate the Constitution, 1787–1788. New York: Simon & Schuster. ISBN  978-0-684-86854-7[image: External link].

	Malcolm, George A.[image: External link] (1920). "Constitutional History of the Philippines"[image: External link]. American Bar Association Journal. 6.

	Moncure, Thomas M., Jr. (1990). "Who is the Militia: The Virginia Ratification Convention and the Right to Bear Arms"[image: External link] (PDF). Lincoln Law Review. 19: 1–25. Retrieved November 11, 2011.

	O'Connor, Tom (2010). "Constitutional Structure"[image: External link]. Retrieved November 14, 2011.

	Pritchett, C. Herman (1959). The American Constitution. New York: McGraw-Hill.

	Qing Yu, Li (1988). "Dr. Sun Yat Sen and the U.S. Constitution". In Starr, Joseph Barton. The United States Constitution: Its Birth, Growth, and Influence in Asia. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press. ISBN  978-962-209-201-3[image: External link].

	Stacy, Lee, ed. (2003). Mexico and the United States. vol. 2. London: Marshall Cavendish. ISBN  978-0-7614-7402-9[image: External link].

	Wood, Gordon[image: External link] (1998). The Creation of the American Republic, 1776-1787. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. ISBN  978-0-8078-4723-7[image: External link].






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading






	Bailyn, Bernard[image: External link], ed. (1993). The Debate on the Constitution: Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches, Articles, and Letters During the Struggle for Ratification. Part One: September 1787 to February 1788. The Library of America.

	Bailyn, Bernard, ed. (1993). The Debate on the Constitution: Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches, Articles, and Letters During the Struggle for Ratification. Part Two: January to August 1788. The Library of America. ISBN  0-940450-64-X[image: External link].

	Bryce, James, viscount[image: External link] (1891). The American Commonwealth. vol. 1 (2nd ed.). London: Macmillan and Co. pp. [350]–397, [636]–645, 669–682, et passim.

	Casey, Gregory (Spring 1974). "The Supreme Court and Myth: An Empirical Investigation". Law & Society Review. 8 (3): 385–420. JSTOR[image: External link]  3053081[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.2307/3053081[image: External link].

	Elliot, Jonathan[image: External link]. The Debates in the Several State Conventions of the Adoption of the Federal Constitution[image: External link]. Vol. 1, Constitution, Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, Journal of Federal Convention, Vol. 2, State Conventions Massachusetts, Connecticut., New Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Vol. 3, Virginia, Vol. 4, North. and South. Carolina, Resolutions, Tariffs, Banks, Debt, Vol. 5 Debates in Congress, Madison's Notes, Misc. Letters.

	
Ford, Paul Leicester[image: External link], ed. (1888). Pamphlets on the Constitution of the United States, Published During its Discussion by the People, 1787-1788[image: External link]. Brooklyn, NY; Pamphlets written between 1787-88 by Elbridge Gerry, Noah Webster, John Jay, Melancthon Smith, Pelatiah Werster, Tench Coxe, James Wilson, John Dickinson, Alexander Contee Hanson, Edmund Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, George Mason, and David Ramsay. The essay attributed to Gerry was in fact written by Mercy Otis Warren.

	Fritz, Christian G.[image: External link] (2008). American Sovereigns: The People and America's Constitutional Tradition Before the Civil War. Cambridge University Press.

	
Garvey, John H., ed. (2004). Modern Constitutional Theory: A Reader (5th ed.).[full citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hall, Kermit[image: External link] (1992). The Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the United States. New York: Oxford University Press.

	Kaminski, John P.; Saladino, Gaspare J.; Leffler, Richard; Schoenleber, Charles H. & Hogan, Margaret A. (eds.). Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution, 1976-[image: External link]. Published volumes 1-10, 13-23, forthcoming volumes 11-12, 24-29. Most recent volume: The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution, Vol. 23, Ratification by the States: New York, No. 5. Madison: The State Historical Society of Wisconsin,. ISBN  978-0-87020-439-5[image: External link].

	Klos, Stanley L.[image: External link] (2004). President Who? Forgotten Founders. Pittsburgh, PA: Evisum. p. 261. ISBN  0-9752627-5-0[image: External link].

	
Kurland, Philip B. & Lerner, Ralph (eds.). The Founders' Constitution. University of Chicago Press and the Liberty Fund. ISBN  0-86597-279-6[image: External link]; The work consists of "extracts from the leading works of political theory, history, law, and constitutional argument on which the Framers and their contemporaries drew and which they themselves produced".

	Levy, Leonard W.[image: External link]; Karst, Kenneth L. & West, John G., eds. (1992). Encyclopedia of the American Constitution. New York: Macmillan.

	
Mason, Alpheus Thomas & Stephenson, Donald Grier, eds. (2004). American Constitutional Law: Introductory Essays and Selected Cases (14th ed.).[full citation needed[image: External link]]


	McDonald, Forrest[image: External link] (1985). Novus Ordo Seclorum: The Intellectual Origins of the Constitution. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas. ISBN  978-0-7006-0311-4[image: External link].

	Robertson, David Brian (2013). The Original Compromise: What the Constitutional Framers Were Really Thinking. New York: Oxford University Press.

	
Tribe, Laurence H.[image: External link] (1999). American Constitutional Law.[full citation needed[image: External link]]


	Yale Law School. "The Avalon Project: Notes on the Debates in the Federal Convention"[image: External link]. The Avalon Project. Yale Law School. Retrieved May 8, 2011.













[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





Find more aboutUnited States Constitutionat Wikipedia's sister projects[image: External link]



	Media[image: External link] from Commons

	Quotations[image: External link] from Wikiquote

	Texts[image: External link] from Wikisource

	Textbooks[image: External link] from Wikibooks






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 U.S. government sources





	
Analysis and Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States[image: External link]: legal analysis and interpretation of the Constitution, based primarily on Supreme Court case law

	
United States Constitution[image: External link]: Library of Congress web guide to Constitution related primary documents and resources

	
America's Founding Documents[image: External link]: original text and articles exploring the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and Bill of Rights

	
Constitution of the United States[image: External link]: original text of each clause in the Constitution with an accompanying explanation of its meaning and how that meaning has changed over time




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Non-governmental sources





	
Audio reading[image: External link] of the Constitution in MP3[image: External link] format provided by the University of Chicago Law School[image: External link]


	
Mobile friendly[image: External link] version of the Constitution

	National Constitution Center[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	1787 in the United States[image: External link]

	1789 establishments in the United States[image: External link]

	1789 in American law[image: External link]

	1789 in American politics[image: External link]

	1789 in the United States[image: External link]

	American political philosophy literature[image: External link]

	Constitutions by country[image: External link]

	James Madison[image: External link]

	Official documents of the United States[image: External link]

	Political charters[image: External link]

	United States Constitution[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 20:54.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article United States Constitution: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=United_States_Constitution [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Terminology

	2 Studies

	3 History

	4 Same-sex marriage around the world

	5 Other arrangements

	6 Issues

	7 Opposition

	8 See also

	9 Notes

	10 References

	11 Bibliography

	12 External links





Same-sex Marriage






"Marriage equality" redirects here. For other uses, see Marriage equality (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Gay Marriage" redirects here. For the 2004 book, see Gay Marriage (book)[image: External link].



	Part of a series on



	
Lesbian[image: External link], gay[image: External link], bisexual[image: External link], and transgender[image: External link] ( LGBT[image: External link]) people



	






	Sexual orientation[image: External link]



	

	Homosexuality[image: External link]

	Bisexuality[image: External link]

	Pansexuality[image: External link]

	Polysexuality[image: External link]

	Asexuality[image: External link]

	Demographics[image: External link]

	Biology[image: External link]

	Environment[image: External link]







	History[image: External link]



	

	LGBT history[image: External link]

	Timeline[image: External link]

	Social movements

	LGBT and intersex[image: External link]

	LGBT and People of Color[image: External link]







	Culture[image: External link]



	

	LGBT community[image: External link]

	Coming out[image: External link]

	Pride[image: External link]

	Slang[image: External link]

	Symbols[image: External link]

	Gay village[image: External link]

	Same-sex relationship[image: External link]







	Rights[image: External link]



	

	Laws around the world[image: External link]

	Marriage

	Union[image: External link]

	Adoption[image: External link]

	LGBT parenting[image: External link]

	Military service[image: External link]

	Transgender rights[image: External link]

	Intersex human rights[image: External link]







	Social attitudes[image: External link]



	

	Heteronormativity[image: External link]

	LGBT stereotypes[image: External link]

	Queer[image: External link]

	Homosexuality and religion[image: External link]

	Transgender people and religion[image: External link]







	
Prejudice[image: External link] / Violence[image: External link]




	

	AIDS stigma[image: External link]

	Anti-intersex[image: External link]

	Biphobia[image: External link]

	Gay bashing[image: External link]

	Genderism[image: External link]

	Heterosexism[image: External link]

	Homophobia[image: External link]

	Lesbophobia[image: External link]

	Binarism[image: External link]

	Sexualism[image: External link]

	Suicide among LGBT youth[image: External link]

	Transphobia[image: External link]

	Violence against LGBT people[image: External link]

	Closeted[image: External link]

	Domestic violence in same-sex relationships[image: External link]







	
Academic fields[image: External link] and

discourse[image: External link]




	

	LGBT/Queer studies[image: External link]

	Lesbian feminism[image: External link]

	Queer theory[image: External link]

	Transfeminism[image: External link]

	Lavender linguistics[image: External link]







	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]












	Legal status of same-sex unions[image: External link]



	


	Marriage



	Performed



	



	

Argentina[image: External link]

Belgium[image: External link]

Brazil[image: External link]

Canada[image: External link]

Colombia[image: External link]

Denmark[image: External link]1

Finland[image: External link]

France[image: External link]

Iceland[image: External link]

Ireland[image: External link]

Luxembourg[image: External link]

Mexico[image: External link]:

· CM[image: External link], CH[image: External link], CA[image: External link], CL[image: External link],

· GR[image: External link]2, JA[image: External link], MC[image: External link], MR[image: External link],

· NA[image: External link], PU[image: External link]2, QE[image: External link]2,

· QR[image: External link], TM[image: External link]2, CDMX[image: External link]

Netherlands:

· Netherlands proper[image: External link]

New Zealand:

· New Zealand proper[image: External link]

Norway[image: External link]

Portugal[image: External link]

South Africa[image: External link]

Spain[image: External link]

Sweden[image: External link]

Taiwan[image: External link]*

United Kingdom[image: External link]:

· England and Wales

· Scotland

· AX and DX[image: External link], AC[image: External link], BM[image: External link]

· AQ[image: External link], IO[image: External link], GI[image: External link], GG[image: External link], IM[image: External link]

· PN[image: External link]

United States[image: External link]:

· All 50 states

· DC[image: External link], GU[image: External link], MP[image: External link], PR[image: External link], VI[image: External link]

· some tribal jurisdictions[image: External link]

Uruguay[image: External link]














	Recognized



	



	

	Estonia[image: External link]

	
Israel[image: External link]3


	
Mexico[image: External link]4





	

	Netherlands:

· AW, CW, SX[image: External link]5



	United Kingdom:

· Alderney[image: External link]3





	













	
Civil unions[image: External link] and

registered partnerships



	



	

Andorra[image: External link]

Australia[image: External link]:

· ACT[image: External link], NSW[image: External link], QLD[image: External link],

· SA[image: External link], TAS[image: External link], VIC[image: External link]

Austria[image: External link]

Chile[image: External link]

Croatia[image: External link]

Cyprus[image: External link]

Czech Republic[image: External link]

Ecuador[image: External link]

Estonia[image: External link]*

Germany[image: External link]

Greece[image: External link]

Hungary[image: External link]

Italy[image: External link]

Japan[image: External link]:

· Iga, Naha, Sapporo,

· Setagaya, Shibuya,

· Takarazuka

Liechtenstein[image: External link]

Malta[image: External link]

Mexico[image: External link]:

· Tlaxcala

Netherlands:

· Aruba[image: External link]*

Slovenia[image: External link]

Switzerland[image: External link]

Taiwan[image: External link]:

· CG, CH, CS, HH,

· KH, NT, TG, TN,

· TP, TY, IL

United Kingdom[image: External link]:

· Northern Ireland

· Jersey[image: External link]


















	Unregistered cohabitation[image: External link]



	



	
Australia[image: External link]:

· NT[image: External link], WA[image: External link]

Costa Rica[image: External link]



	
Israel[image: External link]

San Marino[image: External link]2

United Kingdom:

· Cayman Islands[image: External link]2













	



	













	See also



	



	

	Same-sex union legislation[image: External link]

	Same-sex union court cases[image: External link]

	Timeline of same-sex marriage[image: External link]

	Recognition of same-sex unions in Europe[image: External link]

	Recognition of same-sex unions in North America[image: External link]

	Recognition of same-sex unions in Oceania[image: External link]

	Recognition of same-sex unions in South America[image: External link]

	Marriage privatization[image: External link]

	Divorce of same-sex couples[image: External link]

	Domestic partnership[image: External link]

	Military policy[image: External link]

	Adoption[image: External link]

	Listings by country[image: External link]



















	

	Same-sex marriage legal throughout Danish Realm[image: External link] though law in Faroe Islands[image: External link] not yet in effect

	Marriages performed in some municipalities and recognized by the state

	For some purposes only

	When performed in Mexican states that have legalized same-sex marriage

	When performed in the Netherlands proper





* Not yet in effect






	LGBT portal[image: External link]



	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










Same-sex marriage, also known as gay marriage, is marriage[image: External link] between people of the same sex[image: External link], either as a secular civil ceremony[image: External link] or in a religious setting.

In the late 20th century, rites of marriage for same-sex couples without legal recognition became increasingly common. The first law providing for marriage of people of the same sex in modern times was enacted in 2001 in the Netherlands[image: External link]. As of 2 May 2017, same-sex marriage is legally recognized (nationwide or in some parts) in the following countries: Argentina[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Colombia[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link],[nb 1] Finland[image: External link], France[image: External link], Iceland[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Luxembourg[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link],[nb 2] the Netherlands[image: External link],[nb 3] New Zealand[image: External link],[nb 4] Norway[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link],[nb 5] the United States[image: External link][nb 6] and Uruguay[image: External link]. Same-sex marriage is likely to soon become legal in Taiwan[image: External link], after a constitutional court[image: External link] ruling in May 2017.[1] Polls show rising support for legally recognizing same-sex marriage in the Americas[image: External link], Australia[image: External link] and most of Europe[image: External link].[2][3][4] However, as of 2017, South Africa is the only African country where same-sex marriage is recognized. No country in Asia[image: External link] legally recognises same-sex marriage ceremonies performed under its jurisdiction, although Israel[image: External link] recognises same-sex marriages performed overseas for some purposes.[5]

Introduction of same-sex marriage laws has varied by jurisdiction, being variously accomplished through legislative change to marriage laws[image: External link], a court ruling based on constitutional guarantees of equality, or by direct popular vote (via ballot initiative[image: External link] or referendum[image: External link]). The recognition of same-sex marriage is a political and social issue, and also a religious issue in many countries, and debates continue to arise over whether people in same-sex relationships should be allowed marriage or some similar status (a civil union[image: External link]).[6][7][8] Same-sex marriage can provide those in same-sex relationships who pay their taxes with government services and make financial demands on them comparable to those afforded to and required of those in opposite-sex marriages. Same-sex marriage also gives them legal protections such as inheritance and hospital visitation rights.[9] Various faith communities[image: External link] around the world support allowing those of the same sex to marry, while many major religions oppose same-sex marriage. Opponents of same-sex marriages have argued that recognition of same-sex marriages would erode religious freedoms, undermine a right of children to be raised by their biological mother and father or erode the institution of marriage itself.

Some analysts state that financial, psychological and physical well-being are enhanced by marriage, and that children of same-sex parents or carers benefit from being raised by two parents within a legally recognized union supported by society's institutions.[10][11][12][13][14] Court documents filed by American scientific associations also state that singling out gay men and women as ineligible for marriage both stigmatizes and invites public discrimination against them.[15] The American Anthropological Association[image: External link] asserts that social science research does not support the view that either civilization or viable social orders depend upon marriage as an exclusively heterosexual institution.[16]





TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Terminology





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Alternative terms




Some proponents of legal recognition of same-sex marriage, such as Freedom to Marry[image: External link] and Canadians for Equal Marriage[image: External link], use the terms marriage equality and equal marriage to indicate that they seek equal benefit of marriage laws as opposed to special rights.[17][18][19][20][21][22][23]

Opponents of the legalization of same-sex marriage sometimes characterize it as redefining marriage or redefined marriage, especially in the United States[image: External link].[24][25] The term homosexual marriage is generally used by organisations opposed to same-sex marriage such as the Family Research Council[image: External link] in the United States;[26] that term is rarely used in the mainstream press.[27]

Associated Press style[image: External link] recommends the usages marriage for gays and lesbians or in space-limited headlines gay marriage with no hyphen and no scare quotes. The Associated Press warns that the construct gay marriage can imply that marriages of same-sex couples are somehow legally different from those of mixed-sex couples.[28][29]
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Anthropologists have struggled to determine a definition of marriage that absorbs commonalities of the social construct[image: External link] across cultures around the world.[30][31] Many proposed definitions have been criticized for failing to recognize the existence of same-sex marriage in some cultures, including in more than 30 African cultures[image: External link], such as the Kikuyu[image: External link] and Nuer[image: External link].[31][32][33]

With several countries revising their marriage laws to recognize same-sex couples in the 21st century, all major English dictionaries have revised their definition of the word marriage to either drop gender specifications or supplement them with secondary definitions to include gender-neutral language or explicit recognition of same-sex unions.[34][35] The Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] has recognized same-sex marriage since 2000.[36]

Alan Dershowitz[image: External link] and others have suggested reserving the word marriage for religious contexts as part of privatizing marriage[image: External link], and in civil and legal contexts using a uniform concept of civil unions[image: External link], in part to strengthen the separation between church and state[image: External link].[37] Jennifer Roback Morse[image: External link], the president of the anti-same-sex marriage group National Organization for Marriage[image: External link]'s Ruth Institute project,[38] claims that the conflation of marriage with contractual agreements is a threat to marriage.[39]

Some publications that oppose same-sex marriage, such as WorldNetDaily[image: External link] and Baptist Press[image: External link], have an editorial style policy of placing the word marriage in scare quotes[image: External link] ("marriage") when it is used in reference to same-sex couples.[citation needed[image: External link]] In the United States, the mainstream press has generally abandoned this practice.[27] Cliff Kincaid of the conservative Accuracy in Media[image: External link] argued for use of quotation marks on the grounds that marriage was a legal status denied same-sex couples by most U.S. state governments.[40] Same-sex marriage supporters argue that the use of scare quotes is an editorialization that implies illegitimacy.[41]

Opponents of same-sex marriage such as The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops[image: External link], and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] use the term traditional marriage to mean marriages between one man and one woman.[42][43][44]
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The American Anthropological Association[image: External link] stated on February 26, 2004:[16]


The results of more than a century of anthropological research on households, kinship relationships, and families, across cultures and through time, provide no support whatsoever for the view that either civilization or viable social orders depend upon marriage as an exclusively heterosexual institution. Rather, anthropological research supports the conclusion that a vast array of family types, including families built upon same-sex partnerships, can contribute to stable and humane societies.



Research findings from 1998–2014 from the University of Virginia[image: External link], Michigan State University[image: External link], Florida State University[image: External link], the University of Amsterdam[image: External link], the New York State Psychiatric Institute[image: External link], Stanford University[image: External link], the University of California-San Francisco[image: External link], the University of California-Los Angeles[image: External link], Tufts University[image: External link], Boston Medical Center[image: External link], the Committee on Psychosocial Aspects of Child and Family Health and independent researchers also support the findings of this study.[45]
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In 2010, a Columbia University[image: External link] Mailman School of Public Health[image: External link] study examining the effects of institutional discrimination on the psychiatric health of lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) individuals found an increase in psychiatric disorders, including a more than doubling of anxiety disorders[image: External link], among the LGB population living in states that instituted bans on same-sex marriage. According to the author, the study highlighted the importance of abolishing institutional forms of discrimination, including those leading to disparities in the mental health and well-being of LGB individuals. Institutional discrimination is characterized by societal-level conditions that limit the opportunities and access to resources by socially disadvantaged groups.[46][47]

Gay activist Jonathan Rauch[image: External link] has argued that marriage is good for all men, whether homosexual or heterosexual, because engaging in its social roles reduces men's aggression and promiscuity.[48][49] The data of current psychological and other social science studies on same-sex marriage in comparison to mixed-sex marriage indicate that same-sex and mixed-sex relationships do not differ in their essential psychosocial dimensions; that a parent's sexual orientation is unrelated to their ability to provide a healthy and nurturing family environment; and that marriage bestows substantial psychological, social, and health benefits. Same-sex parents and carers and their children are likely to benefit in numerous ways from legal recognition of their families, and providing such recognition through marriage will bestow greater benefit than civil unions or domestic partnerships.[50][51]

The American Psychological Association[image: External link] stated in 2004: "...Denial of access to marriage to same-sex couples may especially harm people who also experience discrimination based on age, race, ethnicity, disability, gender and gender identity, religion, socioeconomic status and so on." It has also averred that same-sex couples who may only enter into a civil union, as opposed to a marriage, "are denied equal access to all the benefits, rights, and privileges provided by federal law to those of married couples," which has adverse effects on the well-being of same-sex partners.[10]

In 2009, a pair of economists at Emory University[image: External link] tied the passage of state bans on same-sex marriage in the US to an increase in the rates of HIV infection.[52][53] The study linked the passage of a same-sex marriage ban in a state to an increase in the annual HIV rate within that state of roughly 4 cases per 100,000 population.[54]
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Many psychologist organizations have concluded that children stand to benefit from the well-being that results when their parents' relationship is recognized and supported by society's institutions, e.g. civil marriage. For example, the Canadian Psychological Association[image: External link] stated in 2006 that "parents' financial, psychological and physical well-being is enhanced by marriage and that children benefit from being raised by two parents within a legally-recognized union."[13] The CPA stated in 2003 the stressors encountered by gay and lesbian parents and their children are more likely the result of the way society treats them than because of any deficiencies in fitness to parent.[13]

The American Academy of Pediatrics[image: External link] concluded in 2006, in an analysis published in the journal Pediatrics[image: External link]:[50]


There is ample evidence to show that children raised by same-gender parents fare as well as those raised by heterosexual parents. More than 25 years of research have documented that there is no relationship between parents' sexual orientation and any measure of a child's emotional, psychosocial, and behavioral adjustment. These data have demonstrated no risk to children as a result of growing up in a family with 1 or more gay parents. Conscientious and nurturing adults, whether they are men or women, heterosexual or homosexual, can be excellent parents. The rights, benefits, and protections of civil marriage can further strengthen these families.
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Numerous polls and studies on the issue have been conducted, including those that were completed throughout the first decade of the 21st century. A consistent trend of increasing support for same-sex marriage has been revealed across the world. Much of the research that was conducted in developed countries in the first decade of the 21st century shows a majority of people in support of same-sex marriage. Support for legal same-sex marriage has increased across every age group, political ideology, religion, gender, race and region of various developed countries in the world.[55][56][57][58][59]

Recent polling in the United States[image: External link] has shown a further increase in public support for same-sex marriage. When adults were asked in 2005 if they thought "marriages between homosexuals should or should not be recognized by the law as valid, with the same rights as traditional marriages", 28 percent replied in the affirmative, while 68 percent replied in the negative (the remaining 4 percent stated that they were unsure). When adults were asked in March 2013 if they supported or opposed same-sex marriage, 50 percent said they supported same-sex marriage, while 41 percent were opposed, and the remaining 9 percent stated that they were unsure.[60] Various detailed polls and studies on same-sex marriage that were conducted in several countries show that support for same-sex marriage generally increases with higher levels of education and decreases with age.[61][62][63][64][65]



	Opinion polls for same-sex marriage



	Country
	Pollster
	Year
	For
	Against
	Don't Know/Neutral/No answer/Other
	Source



	  Algeria[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	10%
	71%
	20%
	[66]



	  Argentina[image: External link]
	Ipsos
	2015
	59%
	26%
	15%
	[67]



	  Armenia[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	3%
	96%
	1%
	[68]



	  Australia[image: External link]
	Ipsos
	2015
	69%
	25%
	6%
	[69]



	  Austria[image: External link]
	IMAS
	2015
	55%
	38%
	7%
	[70]



	  Bahamas[image: External link]
	Public Domain
	2014
	7%
	90%
	3%
	[71]



	  Belarus[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	16%
	81%
	3%
	[68]



	  Belize[image: External link]
	Vanderbilt University
	2010
	18%
	82%
	-
	[72]



	  Belgium[image: External link]
	Eurobarometer
	2015
	77%
	20%
	3%
	[73]



	  Bermuda[image: External link]
	Global Research
	2016
	41%
	49%
	10%
	[74]



	 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	13%
	84%
	4%
	[68]



	  Brazil[image: External link]
	Ipsos
	2015
	40%
	43%
	17%
	[67]



	  Bolivia[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	22%
	67%
	11%
	[75]



	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	18%
	79%
	3%
	[68]



	  Canada[image: External link]
	Forum Research
	2015
	70%
	22%
	8%
	[76]



	  Chile[image: External link]
	Plaza Pública Cadem
	2017
	64%
	32%
	4%
	[77]



	  China[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	31%
	30%
	39%
	[66]



	  Colombia[image: External link]
	Gallup
	2016
	40%
	57%
	3%
	[78]



	 Costa Rica[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	29%
	61%
	10%
	[75]



	  Croatia[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	31%
	64%
	6%
	[68]



	  Cyprus[image: External link]
	Eurobarometer
	2015
	37%
	56%
	7%
	[73]



	 Czech Republic[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	65%
	29%
	6%
	[68]



	  Denmark[image: External link]
	Eurobarometer
	2015
	87%
	9%
	4%
	[73]



	 Dominican Republic[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	25%
	72%
	3%
	[75]



	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	16%
	74%
	10%
	[75]



	  Egypt[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	16%
	58%
	26%
	[66]



	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	11%
	81%
	8%
	[75]



	  Estonia[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	23%
	71%
	5%
	[68]



	  Finland[image: External link]
	Eurobarometer
	2015
	66%
	28%
	6%
	[73]



	  France[image: External link]
	BVA
	2015
	67%
	31%
	2%
	[79]



	  Georgia[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	3%
	95%
	2%
	[68]



	  Germany[image: External link]
	SUZ
	2017
	83%
	17%
	0%
	[80]



	  Ghana[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	20%
	60%
	20%
	[66]



	  Greece[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	26%
	70%
	4%
	[68]



	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	12%
	82%
	6%
	[75]



	  Guyana[image: External link]
	CADRES
	2013
	14%
	76%
	10%
	[81]



	  Haiti[image: External link]
	Baròmetro de las Américas por LAPOP
	2014
	6.7%
	-
	-
	[82]



	  Honduras[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	13%
	83%
	4%
	[75]



	  Hungary[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	27%
	64%
	9%
	[68]



	  Iceland[image: External link]
	Gallup
	2004
	87%
	-
	-
	[83]



	  India[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	35%
	35%
	30%
	[66]



	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	14%
	69%
	17%
	[66]



	  Ireland[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	64%
	18%
	18%
	[66]



	  Israel[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	49%
	27%
	24%
	[66]



	  Italy[image: External link]
	Demos & Pi
	2016
	56%
	40%
	4%
	[84]



	 Iraq
	ILGA
	2016
	22%
	50%
	28%
	[66]



	  Jamaica[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	16%
	54%
	30%
	[66]



	  Japan[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	33%
	27%
	40%
	[66]



	  Jordan[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	14%
	62%
	23%
	[66]



	  Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	7%
	89%
	4%
	[68]



	  Kenya[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	21%
	62%
	17%
	[66]



	  Latvia[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	16%
	77%
	7%
	[68]



	  Lithuania[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	12%
	85%
	4%
	[68]



	  Luxembourg[image: External link]
	Eurobarometer
	2015
	75%
	20%
	5%
	[73]



	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	30%
	47%
	23%
	[66]



	  Malta[image: External link]
	Eurobarometer
	2015
	65%
	29%
	6%
	[73]



	  Mexico[image: External link]
	Gabinete de Comunicación Estratégica
	2016
	69%
	25%
	6%
	[85]



	  Moldova[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	5%
	92%
	3%
	[68]



	  Morocco[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	14%
	65%
	21%
	[66]



	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	64%
	19%
	17%
	[66]



	 New Zealand[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	57%
	22%
	21%
	[66]



	  Nicaragua[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	16%
	77%
	7%
	[75]



	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	21%
	62%
	18%
	[66]



	  Norway[image: External link]
	Ipsos
	2013
	78%
	17%
	4%
	[86]



	  Pakistan[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	30%
	51%
	19%
	[66]



	  Panama[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	23%
	72%
	5%
	[75]



	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	15%
	80%
	5%
	[75]



	  Peru[image: External link]
	CPI
	2017
	13%
	82%
	4%
	[87]



	  Philippines[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	25%
	52%
	24%
	[66]



	  Poland[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	32%
	59%
	8%
	[68]



	  Portugal[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	53%
	27%
	21%
	[66]



	  Romania[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	26%
	74%
	1%
	[68]



	  Russia[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	5%
	90%
	5%
	[68]



	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	18%
	58%
	24%
	[66]



	  Serbia[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	12%
	83%
	4%
	[68]



	  Singapore[image: External link]
	OSC
	2013
	21%
	55%
	24%
	[88]



	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	Eurobarometer
	2015
	24%
	69%
	7%
	[73]



	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	Ninamedia
	2015
	38%
	50%
	12%
	[89]



	 South Africa[image: External link]
	Ipsos
	2015
	45%
	40%
	15%
	[67]



	 South Korea[image: External link]
	Ipsos
	2015
	27%
	55%
	18%
	[67]



	  Spain[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	63%
	20%
	17%
	[66]



	  Sudan[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2014
	29%
	43%
	29%
	[90]



	  Suriname[image: External link]
	Vanderbilt University[image: External link]
	2010
	20%
	80%
	-
	[91]



	  Sweden[image: External link]
	Eurobarometer
	2015
	90%
	7%
	3%
	[73]



	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	Pink Cross
	2016
	69%
	25%
	6%
	[92]



	  Syria[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2014
	21%
	56%
	24%
	[90]



	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	Taiwan Social Change Survey
	2015
	54%
	37%
	9%
	[93]



	  Thailand[image: External link]
	NIDA Poll
	2015
	59%
	35%
	6%
	[94]



	 Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	22%
	50%
	29%
	[66]



	  Tunisia[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2014
	18%
	62%
	21%
	[90]



	  Turkey[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	17%
	59%
	23%
	[66]



	  Uganda[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	15%
	63%
	22%
	[66]



	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2017
	9%
	85%
	6%
	[68]



	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	19%
	59%
	22%
	[66]



	 United Kingdom[image: External link]
	YouGov
	2016
	56%
	27%
	17%
	[95]



	 United States[image: External link]
	Gallup
	2017
	64%
	34%
	2%
	[96]



	  Uruguay[image: External link]
	Baròmetro de las Américas por LAPOP
	2014
	70.6%
	-
	-
	[97]



	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	Pew Research Center
	2014
	28%
	61%
	11%
	[75]



	  Vietnam[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	45%
	25%
	30%
	[66]



	  Zimbabwe[image: External link]
	ILGA
	2016
	19%
	59%
	22%
	[66]





  Indicates the country has legalized same-sex marriage nationwide
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 History




Main articles: History of same-sex unions[image: External link], Timeline of same-sex marriage[image: External link], and History of homosexuality[image: External link]
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 Ancient




The first historical mention of the performance of same-sex marriages occurred during the early Roman Empire[image: External link] according to controversial[98] historian John Boswell[image: External link].[99] These were usually reported in a critical or satirical manner.[100] Child emperor Elagabalus[image: External link] referred to his chariot[image: External link] driver, a blond slave from Caria[image: External link] named Hierocles[image: External link], as his husband.[101] He also married an athlete named Zoticus in a lavish public ceremony in Rome amidst the rejoicings of the citizens.[102][103]

The first Roman emperor to have married a man was Nero[image: External link], who is reported to have married two other males on different occasions. The first was with one of Nero's own freedmen[image: External link], Pythagoras[image: External link], with whom Nero took the role of the bride.[104] Later, as a groom, Nero married Sporus[image: External link], a young boy, to replace the adolescent female concubine he had killed[105] and married him in a very public ceremony with all the solemnities of matrimony, after which Sporus was forced to pretend to be the female concubine that Nero had killed and act as though they were really married.[105] A friend gave the "bride" away as required by law. The marriage was celebrated in both Greece and Rome in extravagant public ceremonies.[106]

It should be noted, however, that conubium existed only between a civis Romanus and a civis Romana (that is, between a male Roman citizen and a female Roman citizen), so that a marriage between two Roman males (or with a slave) would have no legal standing in Roman law (apart, presumably, from the arbitrary will of the emperor in the two aforementioned cases).[107] Furthermore, according to Susan Treggiari, "matrimonium was then an institution involving a mother, mater. The idea implicit in the word is that a man took a woman in marriage, in matrimonium ducere, so that he might have children by her."[108] Still, the lack of legal validity notwithstanding, there is a consensus among modern historians that same-sex relationships existed in ancient Rome, though the frequency and nature of "same-sex unions" during that period are obscure.[109]

In 342 AD, Christian emperors Constantius II[image: External link] and Constans[image: External link] issued a law in the Theodosian Code[image: External link] (C. Th. 9.7.3) prohibiting same-sex marriage in Rome[image: External link] and ordering execution for those so married.[110]
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 Medieval




A same-sex marriage between two men, Pedro Dias and Muño Vandilas, occurred on 16 April 1061 in the Galician[image: External link] municipality of Rairiz de Veiga[image: External link] in Spain. They were married by a priest at a small chapel. The historic documents about the church wedding were found at Monastery of San Salvador de Celanova[image: External link].[111]
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 Renaissance




In the late 16th century, French essayist and philosopher Michel de Montaigne[image: External link] wrote of two same-sex marriages. The first involving two women in eastern France, the second involving two men in Rome[image: External link]. A ceremony was held for the male couple at the Porta Latina[image: External link], though was later interrupted by police who arrested 11 people present at the ceremony.[112][113]
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 Contemporary




Writing in Harvard Magazine[image: External link] in 2013, legal historian Michael Klarman[image: External link] wrote that while there was a growth of gay rights activism in the 1970s United States, "Marriage equality was not then a priority." He argued that many gay people were not initially interested in marriage, deeming it to be a traditionalist institution, and that the search for legal recognition of same-sex relationships began in the late 1980s.[114] Others, such as Faramerz Dabhoiwala writing for The Guardian, say that the modern movement began in the 1990s.[115]

Denmark was the first country to recognize a legal relationship for same-sex couples, establishing "registered partnerships" in 1989. This gave those in same-sex relationships "most rights of married heterosexuals, but not the right to adopt or obtain joint custody of a child".[116] In 2001, the Netherlands[image: External link][nb 3] became the first country to permit same-sex marriages[image: External link].[117] Since then same-sex marriages have been permitted and mutually recognized by Belgium[image: External link] (2003), Spain[image: External link] (2005), Canada[image: External link] (2005, but 2003 in the province of Ontario), South Africa[image: External link] (2006), Norway[image: External link] (2009), Sweden[image: External link] (2009), Portugal[image: External link] (2010), Iceland[image: External link] (2010), Argentina[image: External link] (2010), Denmark[image: External link] (2012),[nb 1] Brazil[image: External link] (2013), France[image: External link] (2013), Uruguay[image: External link] (2013), New Zealand[image: External link] (2013), the United Kingdom[image: External link][nb 5] (2014), Luxembourg[image: External link] (2015), the United States[image: External link][nb 6] (2015), Ireland[image: External link] (2015), Colombia[image: External link] (2016) and Finland[image: External link] (2017). In Mexico, same-sex marriages are performed in a number of states and recognised in all thirty-one states. In Nepal[image: External link], their recognition has been judicially mandated but not yet legislated.[118]
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 Timeline




Main article: Timeline of same-sex marriage[image: External link]




	2001
	

	
Netherlands[image: External link] (1 April)







	2002
	
none





	2003
	

	
Belgium[image: External link] (1 June)

	
Ontario[image: External link] (10 June)

	
British Columbia[image: External link] (8 July)







	2004
	

	San Francisco, California[image: External link] (12 February, discontinued 11 March)

	Sandoval County, New Mexico[image: External link] (20 February, discontinued)

	New Paltz, New York[image: External link] (27 February, discontinued)

	
Multnomah County, Oregon[image: External link] (3 March, discontinued 20 April)

	
Asbury Park, New Jersey[image: External link] (5 March, discontinued 9 March)

	
Quebec[image: External link] (19 March)

	
Massachusetts[image: External link] (17 May)

	
Yukon[image: External link] (14 July)

	
Manitoba[image: External link] (16 September)

	
Nova Scotia[image: External link] (24 September)

	
Saskatchewan[image: External link] (5 November)

	
Newfoundland and Labrador[image: External link] (21 December)







	2005
	

	
New Brunswick[image: External link] (23 June)

	
Spain[image: External link] (3 July)

	
Canada[image: External link] [nationwide] (20 July)







	2006
	

	
South Africa[image: External link] (30 November)







	2007
	
none





	2008
	

	California[image: External link] (16 June, discontinued 5 November)

	
Connecticut[image: External link] (12 November)







	2009
	

	
Norway[image: External link] (1 January)

	
Iowa[image: External link] (27 April)

	
Sweden[image: External link] (1 May)

	
Coquille Indian Tribe[image: External link] (20 May)

	
Vermont[image: External link] (1 September)







	2010
	

	
New Hampshire[image: External link] (1 January)

	
District of Columbia[image: External link] (3 March)

	
Mexican Federal District[image: External link] (4 March)

	
Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation[image: External link] (29 April)

	
Portugal[image: External link] (5 June)

	
Iceland[image: External link] (27 June)

	
Argentina[image: External link] (22 July)







	2011
	

	
New York[image: External link] (24 July)

	
Suquamish Tribe[image: External link] (1 August)







	2012
	

	
Alagoas[image: External link] (6 January)

	
Quintana Roo[image: External link] (3 May)

	
Denmark[image: External link] (15 June)

	
Santa Rita do Sapucaí, Minas Gerais[image: External link] (11 July)

	
Sergipe[image: External link] (15 July)

	
Espírito Santo[image: External link] (15 August)

	
Caribbean Netherlands[image: External link] (10 October)

	
Bahia[image: External link] (26 November)

	
Brazilian Federal District[image: External link] (1 December)

	
Washington[image: External link] (6 December)

	
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe[image: External link] (9 December)

	
Piauí[image: External link] (15 December)

	
Maine[image: External link] (29 December)







	2013
	

	
Maryland[image: External link] (1 January)

	
São Paulo[image: External link] (16 February)

	
Ceará[image: External link] (15 March)

	
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians[image: External link] (15 March)

	
Paraná[image: External link] (26 March)

	
Mato Grosso do Sul[image: External link] (2 April)

	
Rondônia[image: External link] (26 April)

	
Santa Catarina[image: External link] (29 April)

	
Paraíba[image: External link] (29 April)

	
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians[image: External link] (8 May)

	
Brazil[image: External link] [nationwide] (16 May)

	
France[image: External link] (18 May)

	
Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel[image: External link] (24 June)

	
California[image: External link] (28 June)

	
Delaware[image: External link] (1 July)

	
Minnesota[image: External link] (1 August)

	
Rhode Island[image: External link] (1 August)

	
Grand Portage Band of Chippewa[image: External link] (1 August)

	
Uruguay[image: External link] (5 August)

	
New Zealand[image: External link] (19 August)

	
Doña Ana County, New Mexico[image: External link] (21 August)

	
Santa Fe County, New Mexico[image: External link] (23 August)

	
Bernalillo County, New Mexico[image: External link] (26 August)

	
San Miguel County, New Mexico[image: External link] (27 August)

	
Valencia County, New Mexico[image: External link] (27 August)

	
Taos County, New Mexico[image: External link] (28 August)

	
Los Alamos County, New Mexico[image: External link] (4 September)

	
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation[image: External link] (5 September)

	
Grant County, New Mexico[image: External link] (9 September)

	
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes[image: External link] (18 October)

	
New Jersey[image: External link] (21 October)

	
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe[image: External link] (15 November)

	
Hawaii[image: External link] (2 December)

	Australian Capital Territory[image: External link] (7 December, invalidated 12 December)

	
New Mexico[image: External link] [statewide] (19 December)

	Utah[image: External link] (20 December, discontinued 6 January 2014)







	2014
	

	
Cook County, Illinois[image: External link] (21 February)

	
England and Wales[image: External link] (13 March)

	Michigan[image: External link] (21 March, discontinued 22 March)

	Arkansas[image: External link] (9 May, discontinued 16 May)

	
Oregon[image: External link] (19 May)

	
Pennsylvania[image: External link] (20 May)

	
Illinois[image: External link] [statewide] (1 June)

	
Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link] (3 June)

	
British Indian Ocean Territory[image: External link] (3 June)

	Wisconsin[image: External link] (6 June, discontinued 13 June)

	Indiana[image: External link] (25 June, discontinued 27 June)

	
Puyallup Tribe of Indians[image: External link] (9 July)

	
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa[image: External link] (16 July)

	
Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians[image: External link] (10 August)

	
Coahuila[image: External link] (17 September)

	
Oklahoma[image: External link] (6 October)

	
Virginia[image: External link] (6 October)

	
Utah[image: External link] (6 October)

	
Indiana[image: External link] (6 October)

	
Wisconsin[image: External link] (6 October)

	
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa[image: External link] (6 October)

	
Colorado[image: External link] (7 October)

	
West Virginia[image: External link] (9 October)

	
Nevada[image: External link] (9 October)

	
Fort McDermitt Paiute and Shoshone Tribes[image: External link] (9 October)

	
North Carolina[image: External link] (10 October)

	
Alaska[image: External link] (12 October)

	
Idaho[image: External link] (15 October)

	
Arizona[image: External link] (17 October)

	
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation[image: External link] (17 October)

	
Pascua Yaqui Tribe[image: External link] (17 October)

	
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community[image: External link] (17 October)

	
San Carlos Apache Tribe[image: External link] (17 October)

	
Yavapai-Apache Nation[image: External link] (17 October)

	
Wyoming[image: External link] (21 October)

	
St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link] (5 November)

	
St. Louis County, Missouri[image: External link] (6 November)

	
Jackson County, Missouri[image: External link] (7 November)

	
Douglas County, Kansas[image: External link] (12 November)

	
Sedgwick County, Kansas[image: External link] (12 November)

	
Eastern Shoshone Tribe[image: External link] (14 November)

	
Northern Arapaho Tribe[image: External link] (14 November)

	
Montana[image: External link] (19 November)

	
Blackfeet Nation[image: External link] (19 November)

	
South Carolina[image: External link] (20 November)

	
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community[image: External link] (13 December)

	
Scotland[image: External link] (16 December)







	2015
	

	
Luxembourg[image: External link] (1 January)

	
Miami-Dade County, Florida[image: External link] (5 January)

	
Florida[image: External link] [statewide] (6 January)

	Alabama[image: External link] (9 February, discontinued 4 March)

	
Central Council of the Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska[image: External link] (24 February)

	
Pitcairn Islands[image: External link] (14 May)

	
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians[image: External link] (15 May)

	
Guam[image: External link] (9 June)

	
Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin[image: External link] (10 June)

	
Chihuahua[image: External link] (12 June)

	
United States[image: External link] [nationwide] (26 June)

	
Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link] (30 June)

	
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians[image: External link] (7 July)

	
United States Virgin Islands[image: External link] (9 July)

	
Guerrero[image: External link] (10 July)

	
Puerto Rico[image: External link] (13 July)

	
Santiago de Querétaro, Querétaro[image: External link] (21 July)

	
Ireland[image: External link] (16 November)

	
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon[image: External link] (18 November)

	
Nayarit[image: External link] (23 December)







	2016
	

	
Oglala Sioux Tribe[image: External link] (25 January)

	
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohican Indians[image: External link] (2 February)

	
Greenland[image: External link] (1 April)

	
Colombia[image: External link] (28 April)

	
Tulalip Tribes of Washington[image: External link] (6 May)

	Sonora[image: External link] (11 May, discontinued 18 May)

	
Jalisco[image: External link] [statewide] (12 May)

	
Campeche[image: External link] (20 May)

	
Colima[image: External link] (12 June)

	
Michoacán[image: External link] (23 June)

	
Morelos[image: External link] (5 July)

	
Isle of Man[image: External link] (22 July)

	
San Pedro Cholula, Puebla[image: External link] (18 September)

	
British Antarctic Territory[image: External link] (13 October)

	
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin[image: External link] (3 November)

	
Cherokee Nation[image: External link] (9 December)

	
Gibraltar[image: External link] (15 December)







	2017
	

	
Ascension Island[image: External link] (1 January)

	Veracruz[image: External link] (20 February, discontinued 24 February)

	
Finland[image: External link] (1 March)

	
Osage Nation[image: External link] (20 March)

	
Prairie Island Indian Community[image: External link] (22 March)

	
Guernsey[image: External link] (2 May)

	
Bermuda[image: External link] (5 May)







	TBD
	

	Falkland Islands[image: External link]

	Faroe Islands[image: External link]

	Jersey[image: External link]

	
Taiwan[image: External link] (before 24 May 2019)
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 International organisations
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 European Court of Human Rights




In 2010, the European Court of Human Rights[image: External link] (ECHR) ruled on Schalk and Kopf v Austria[image: External link], a case involving an Austrian same-sex couple who were denied the right to marry.[119] The court found that their human rights had not been violated, with a result of 3 votes for and 4 votes against.[120]

British judge Sir Nicolas Bratza, then head of the European Court of Human Rights, delivered a speech in 2012 that signalled the court was ready to declare same-sex marriage a "human right", as soon as enough countries fell into line.[121][122][123]

Article 12 of the European Convention on Human Rights[image: External link] states that: "Men and women of marriageable age have the right to marry and to found a family, according to the national laws governing the exercise of this right",[124] not limiting marriage to those in a heterosexual relationship. However, the ECHR stated in Schalk and Kopf v Austria that this provision was intended to limit marriage to heterosexual relationships, as it used the term "men and women" instead of "everyone".[119]
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 European Union




On 12 March 2015, the European Parliament passed a non-binding resolution recognising the right to marry for those of the same sex as a human and civil rights issue.[125][126][127]
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 Same-sex marriage around the world




Main articles: Status of same-sex marriage[image: External link] and Same-sex union legislation[image: External link]


Same-sex marriage became legal (nationwide or in some parts) in Argentina[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Colombia[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link],[nb 1] Finland[image: External link], France[image: External link], Iceland[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Luxembourg[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link],[nb 2] the Netherlands[image: External link],[nb 3] New Zealand[image: External link],[nb 4] Norway[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link][nb 5] the United States[image: External link],[nb 6] and Uruguay[image: External link].

The status of same-sex marriage is a complicated matter in a number of other nations. In Mexico marriages are recognized by all sub-national jurisdictions and by the federal government.[128] On 3 June 2015, Mexico's Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation[image: External link] released a "jurisprudential thesis" declaring the current purpose of marriage, which is procreation, as unconstitutional and discriminatory towards same-sex relationships. Courts nationwide must now authorize marriages between people of the same-sex through injunctions, a process slower and more expensive than opposite-sex marriage.[129] Israel[image: External link] does not recognize same-sex marriages performed in its territory, but same-sex marriages performed in foreign jurisdictions are recorded strictly "for statistical purposes", thereby avoiding official recognition of same-sex marriages by the state.[130]
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 Legal recognition
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 Argentina




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Argentina[image: External link]


On 15 July 2010, the Argentine Senate approved a bill extending marriage rights to same-sex couples. It was supported by the Government of President[image: External link] Cristina Fernández de Kirchner[image: External link] and opposed by the Catholic Church.[131] Polls showed that nearly 70% of Argentines supported giving gay people the same marital rights as heterosexuals.[132] The law came into effect on 22 July 2010 upon promulgation by the Argentine President.[133]
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 Belgium




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Belgium[image: External link]


Belgium became the second country in the world to legally recognize same-sex marriages when a bill passed by the Belgian Federal Parliament[image: External link] took effect on 1 June 2003.[134] Originally, Belgium allowed the marriages of foreign same-sex couples only if their country of origin also allowed these unions, however legislation enacted in October 2004 permits any couple to marry if at least one of the spouses has lived in the country for a minimum of three months. A 2006 statute legalized adoption by same-sex spouses[image: External link].[135]
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 Brazil




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Brazil[image: External link]


Brazil's Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled in May 2011 that same-sex couples are legally entitled to legal recognition of cohabitation (known as união estável, one of the two possible family entities in Brazilian legislation, it includes all family and married couple rights in Brazil – besides automatic opt-in for one of four systems of property share and automatic right to inheritance –, and was available for all same-sex couples since the same date), turning same-sex marriage legally possible as a consequence, and just stopping short of equalization of same-sex marriage (potentially confusing, a civil marriage or casamento civil is often rendered as união civil in legal Brazilian Portuguese; a same-sex marriage is a casamento civil homoafetivo or an união civil homoafetiva).[136]

Between mid-2011 and May 2013, same-sex couples had their cohabitation issues converted into marriage in several Brazil states with the approval of a state judge. All legal Brazilian marriages were always recognized all over Brazil.[137]

In November 2012, the Court of Bahia equalized marriage in the state of Bahia[image: External link].[138][139] In December 2012, the state of São Paulo[image: External link] likewise had same-sex marriage allowed in demand by court order.[140] Same-sex marriages also became equalized in relation to opposite-sex ones between January 2012 and April 2013 by court order in Alagoas, Ceará, Espírito Santo, the Federal District, Mato Grosso do Sul, Paraíba, Paraná, Piauí, Rondônia, Santa Catarina and Sergipe, and in Santa Rita do Sapucaí, a municipality in Minas Gerais; in Rio de Janeiro, the State Court facilitated its realization by district judges in agreement with the equalization (instead of ordering notaries to accept same-sex marriages in demand as all others).

On 14 May 2013, the Justice's National Council of Brazil[image: External link] issues a ruling requiring all civil registers of the country to perform same-sex marriages by a 14–1 vote, thus legalizing same-sex marriage in the entire country.[141][142][143] The resolution came into effect on 16 May 2013.[144][145]

In March 2013, polls suggested that 47% of Brazilians supported marriage equalization and 57% supported adoption equalization for same-sex couples.[146] Polls in June 2013 also supported the conclusion that the division of opinion between acceptance and rejection of same-sex marriage is in about equal halves. When the distinction between same-sex unions that are not termed marriages in relation to same-sex marriage is made, the difference in the numbers of approval and disapproval is still insignificant, below 1%; the most frequent reason for disapproval is a supposed 'unnaturalness' of same-sex relationships, followed by religious beliefs.[147][148]
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 Canada




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Canada[image: External link]


Legal recognition of same-sex marriage in Canada followed a series of constitutional challenges based on the equality provisions[image: External link] of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link]. In the first such case, Halpern v. Canada (Attorney General)[image: External link], same-sex marriage ceremonies performed in Ontario[image: External link] on 14 January 2001 were subsequently validated when the common law[image: External link], mixed-sex definition of marriage was held to be unconstitutional. Similar rulings had legalized same-sex marriage in eight provinces and one territory when the 2005 Civil Marriage Act[image: External link] defined marriage throughout Canada as "the lawful union of two persons to the exclusion of all others."
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 Colombia




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Colombia[image: External link]


Same-sex marriage has been legal in Colombia since April 2016. The country's Constitutional Court[image: External link] ruled, on 28 April 2016 that same-sex couples are allowed to enter into civil marriages in the country and that judges and notaries are barred from refusing to perform same-sex weddings.[149][150][151] On 7 April 2016, the Court ruled that marriage doesn't only apply to opposite-sex couples.[152][153][154][155] Almost all advances in relationship recognition rights for same-sex couples has come from sweeping rulings of the Court. A series of rulings by the court that started in February 2007 meant that same-sex couples could apply for all the rights that heterosexual couples have in de facto unions (uniones de hecho).[156][157]

On 26 July 2011, the Constitutional Court of Colombia ordered the Congress to pass the legislation giving same-sex couples similar rights to marriage by 20 June 2013. If such a law were not passed by then, same-sex couples would be granted these rights automatically.[158][159]

In October 2012, Senator Armando Benedetti[image: External link] introduced a bill legalizing same-sex marriage. It initially only allowed for civil unions, but he amended the text.[160] The Senate's First Committee approved the bill on 4 December 2012.[161][162] On 24 April 2013, the bill was defeated in the full Senate on a 51–17 vote.[163]

On 24 July 2013, a civil court judge in Bogotá declared a male same-sex couple legally married, after a ruling on 11 July 2013 accepting the petition. This was the first same-sex couple married in Colombia.[164][165]

In September 2013, two civil court judges married two same-sex couples.[166] The first marriage was challenged by a conservative group, and it was initially annulled. Nevertheless, in October a High Court (Tribunal Supremo de Bogotá) maintained the validity of that marriage.[167][168]
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 Denmark




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Denmark[image: External link]


On 7 June 2012, the Folketing[image: External link] (Danish Parliament) approved new laws regarding same-sex civil and religious marriage. These laws permit same-sex couples to get married in the Church of Denmark[image: External link]. The bills received royal assent[image: External link] on 12 June and took effect on 15 June 2012.[169] Denmark was previously the first country in the world to legally recognize same-sex couples through registered partnerships in 1989.[170][171]

On 26 May 2015, Greenland[image: External link], one of Denmark's two other constituent countries in the Realm of Denmark[image: External link], unanimously passed a law legalising same-sex marriage.[172][173] The first same-sex couple to marry in Greenland married on 1 April 2016, the day the law went into effect.[174]

On 17 November 2015, in the Faroe Islands[image: External link] (the realm's other constituent country), a same-sex marriage bill entered Parliament ( Løgting[image: External link]). The bill passed its second reading on 26 April and was approved at its third reading on 29 April 2016 by 19 votes to 14.[175][176] The law required ratification in the Danish Parliament[image: External link], which provided it on 25 April 2017.[177] On May 30, 2017, the Faroese parliament voted 18 for and 14 against changing the law. The new marriage law[image: External link] only allows for civil marriages and not religious marriages for same-sex couples. The Faroese Protestant state-church, Fólkakirkjan[image: External link], is however free to bless same-sex civil marriages if they decide to create a new marriage ritual for same-sex couplesonce in the future. The church has not decided on the matter yet. The first LGBT couples will be able to marry in the Faroe Island in late summer of 2017.
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 Finland




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Finland[image: External link]


Registered partnerships[image: External link] have been legal in Finland since in 2002.[178] In 2010, Minister of Justice[image: External link] Tuija Brax[image: External link] said her Ministry was preparing to amend the Marriage Act to allow same-sex marriage by 2012.[179] On 27 February 2013, the bill was rejected by the Legal Affairs Committee of the Finnish Parliament on a vote of 9–8. A citizens' initiative[image: External link] was launched to put the issue before the Parliament of Finland[image: External link].[180] The initiative gathered the required 50,000 signatures of Finnish citizens in one day and exceeded 107,000 signatures by the time the media reported the figures.[181] The campaign collected 166,000 signatures and the initiative was presented to the Parliament in December 2013.[182] The initiative went to introductory debate on 20 February 2014 and was sent again to the Legal Affairs Committee.[183][184] On 25 June, the bill was rejected by the Legal Affairs Committee on a vote of 10–6 and the third time on 20 November 2014, by 9–8.[185] It faced the first vote in full session on 28 November 2014,[186] which passed the bill 105–92. The bill passed the second and final vote by 101–90 on 12 December 2014,[187] and was signed by the President on 20 February 2015. The law took effect on 1 March 2017.[188] It was the first time a citizens' initiative has been approved by the Finnish Parliament.[178]
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 France




Main article: Same-sex marriage in France[image: External link]


Since November 1999, France has a civil union[image: External link] law that is open to same-sex couples. Following the election of François Hollande[image: External link] as President of France in May 2012 and the subsequent legislative election in which the Socialist party took a majority of seats in the French National Assembly, the new Prime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault[image: External link] stated that a same-sex marriage bill had been drafted and would be passed.[189] The government introduced a bill to legalize same-sex marriage, Bill 344[image: External link], in the National Assembly on 17 November 2012. Article 1 of the bill defining marriage as an agreement between two people was passed on 2 February 2013 in its first reading by a 249–97 vote. On 12 February 2013, the National Assembly approved the entire bill in a 329–229 vote.[190]

On 12 April 2013, the upper house of the French Parliament voted to legalise same-sex marriage.[191] On 23 April 2013, the law was approved by the National Assembly in a 331–225 vote.[192] Law No.2013-404 grants same-sex couples living in France, including foreigners provided at least one of the partners has their domicile or residence in France, the legal right to get married. The law also allows the recognition in France of same-sex couples' marriages that occurred abroad before the bill's enactment.[193]

Following the announcement of the French Parliament's vote results, those in opposition to the legalisation of same-sex marriage in France participated in public protests. In both Paris[image: External link] and Lyon[image: External link], violence erupted as protesters clashed with police; the issue has mobilised right-wing forces in the country, including neo-Nazis.[194]

The main right-wing opposition party UMP challenged the law in the Constitutional Council[image: External link], which had one month to rule on whether the law conformed to the Constitution. The Constitutional Council had previously ruled that the issue of same-sex marriage was one for the Parliament to decide and there was only little hope for UMP to overturn the Parliament's vote.[195]

On 17 May 2013, the Constitutional Council[image: External link] declared the bill legal in its entire redaction. President Hollande signed it into law on 18 May 2013.[196]
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 Iceland




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Iceland[image: External link]


Same-sex marriage was introduced in Iceland through legislation establishing a gender-neutral definition of marriage introduced by the coalition government of the Social Democratic Alliance[image: External link] and Left-Green Movement[image: External link]. The legislation was passed unanimously by the Icelandic Althing[image: External link] on 11 June 2010, and took effect on 27 June 2010, replacing an earlier system of registered partnerships for same-sex couples.[197][198] Prime Minister Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir[image: External link] and her partner were among the first married same-sex couples in the country.[199]
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 Ireland




Main article: Same-sex marriage in the Republic of Ireland[image: External link]


Ireland held a referendum[image: External link] on 22 May 2015. The referendum proposed to add to the Irish Constitution[image: External link]: "marriage may be contracted in accordance with law by two persons without distinction as to their sex". The proposal approved; with 62% of voters supporting same-sex marriage. On 29 August 2015, the Irish President, Michael D. Higgins, signed the result of the May referendum into law,[200] which made Ireland the first country in the world to approve same-sex marriage at a nationwide referendum.[201] Same-sex marriage became formally legally recognised in Ireland on 16 November 2015.[202] Prior to this, the Civil Partnership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 allowed same sex couples to enter civil partnerships. The Act came into force on 1 January 2011 and gave same-sex couples rights and responsibilities similar to, but not equal to, those of civil marriage.[203]
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 Luxembourg




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Luxembourg[image: External link]


The Parliament approved a bill to legalise same-sex marriage on 18 June 2014.[204] The law was published in the official gazette on 17 July and took effect on 1 January 2015.[205][206][207] On 15 May 2015, Luxembourg became the first country in the EU that has a prime minister who is in a same sex marriage, and the second one in Europe. Prime minister Xavier Bettel[image: External link] married Gauthier Destenay, with whom he had been in a civil partnership since 2010.
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 Mexico




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Mexico[image: External link]


Same-sex couples can marry in Mexico City[image: External link] and in the states of Campeche[image: External link], Coahuila[image: External link], Colima[image: External link], Jalisco[image: External link], Michoacán[image: External link], Morelos[image: External link], Nayarit[image: External link] and Quintana Roo[image: External link] as well as in some municipalities in Guerrero[image: External link], Puebla, Querétaro[image: External link] and Tamaulipas. In individual cases, same-sex couples have been given judicial approval to marry in all other states. Since August 2010, same-sex marriages performed within Mexico are recognized by the 31 states without exception.

On 21 December 2009, the Federal District[image: External link]'s Legislative Assembly[image: External link] legalized same-sex marriages and adoption by same-sex couples[image: External link]. The law was enacted eight days later and became effective in early March 2010.[208] On 10 August 2010, the Mexican Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled that while not every state must grant same-sex marriages, they must all recognize those performed where they are legal.[209]

On 28 November 2011, the first two same-sex marriages occurred in Quintana Roo after it was discovered that Quintana Roo's Civil Code did not explicitly prohibit same-sex marriage,[210] but these marriages were later annulled by the Governor of Quintana Roo[image: External link] in April 2012.[211] In May 2012, the Secretary of State of Quintana Roo reversed the annulments and allowed for future same-sex marriages to be performed in the state.[212]

On 11 February 2014, the Congress of Coahuila approved adoptions by same-sex couples and a bill legalizing same-sex marriages passed on 1 September 2014 making Coahuila the second state to reform its Civil Code to allow for legal same-sex marriages.[213] It took effect on 17 September, and the first couple married on 20 September.[214]

On 12 June 2015, the Governor of Chihuahua announced that his administration would no longer oppose same-sex marriages within the state. The order was effective immediately, thus making Chihuahua the third state to legalize such unions.[215][216]

On 3 June 2015, the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation[image: External link] released a "jurisprudential thesis" which deems the state-laws defining marriage as a union between a man and a woman unconstitutional. The ruling standardized court procedures across Mexico to authorize same-sex marriages. However, the process is still lengthy and more expensive than that for an opposite-sex marriage, as[129] the ruling did not invalidate any state laws, meaning gay couples will be denied the right to wed and will have to turn to the courts for individual injunctions. However, given the nature of the ruling, judges and courts throughout Mexico must approve any application for a same-sex marriage.[217] The official release of the thesis was on 19 June 2015, which took effect on 22 June 2015.[218]

On 25 June 2015, following the Supreme Court's ruling striking down district same-sex marriage bans, the Civil Registry of Guerrero announced that they had planned a collective same-sex marriage ceremony for 10 July 2015 and indicated that there would have to be a change to the law to allow gender-neutral marriage, passed through the state Legislature before the official commencement.[219] The registry announced more details of their plan, advising that only select registration offices in the state would be able to participate in the collective marriage event.[220] The state Governor instructed civil agencies to approve same-sex marriage licenses[image: External link]. On 10 July 2015, 20 same-sex couples were married by Governor Rogelio Ortega in Acapulco.[221] On 13 January 2016, the head of the Civil Registry of Acapulco announced that all marriages that took place on 10 July 2015 by the Governor and his wife were void and not legal as same-sex marriage is not legal in Guerrero, unless couples are granted amparo beforehand.[222] On 13 February 2016, however, the head of Guerrero's State Civil Registry department announced that same-sex couples could marry in any of the jurisdictions that want to marry the couples and criticised Acapulco's Civil Registry and other civil registries throughout the state for not allowing these kinds of weddings.[223]

On 17 December 2015, the Congress of Nayarit approved a bill legalizing same-sex marriage.[224] In January 2016, the Mexican Supreme Court declared Jalisco's Civil Code unconstitutional for limiting marriage to opposite-sex couples, effectively legalizing same-sex marriage in the state.[225] On 10 May 2016, the Congress of Campeche passed a same-sex marriage bill.[226] On 18 May 2016, both Michoacán and Morelos passed bills allowing for same-sex marriage to be legal.[227][228] On 25 May 2016, a bill to legalize same-sex marriage in Colima was approved by the state Congress.[229]

On 17 May 2016, the President of Mexico, Enrique Peña Nieto[image: External link], signed an initiative to change the country's Constitution, which would legalize same-sex marriage throughout Mexico.[230] On 9 November 2016, the Committee on Constitutional Issues of the Chamber of Deputies rejected the initiative 19 votes to 8.[231]
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 Netherlands




Main article: Same-sex marriage in the Netherlands[image: External link]


The Netherlands was the first country to extend marriage laws to include same-sex couples, following the recommendation of a special commission appointed to investigate the issue in 1995. A same-sex marriage bill passed the House of Representatives[image: External link] and the Senate[image: External link] in 2000, taking effect on 1 April 2001.[232]

In the Dutch Caribbean special municipalities[image: External link] of Bonaire[image: External link], Sint Eustatius[image: External link] and Saba[image: External link], marriage is open to same-sex couples. A law enabling same-sex couples to marry in these municipalities passed and came into effect on 10 October 2012.[233] The Caribbean countries Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten[image: External link], forming the remainder of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, do not perform same-sex marriages, but must recognize those performed in the Netherlands proper.
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 New Zealand




Main article: Same-sex marriage in New Zealand[image: External link]


On 14 May 2012, Labour Party[image: External link] MP Louisa Wall[image: External link] stated that she would introduce a private member's bill[image: External link], the Marriage (Definition of Marriage) Amendment Bill, allowing same-sex couples to marry.[234] The bill was submitted to the members' bill ballot on 30 May 2012.[235] It was drawn from the ballot and passed the first and second readings on 29 August 2012 and 13 March 2013, respectively.[236][237] The final reading passed on 17 April 2013 by 77 votes to 44.[238][239] The bill received royal assent[image: External link] from the Governor-General on 19 April and took effect on 19 August 2013.[240][241]

New Zealand marriage law only applies to New Zealand proper and the Ross Dependency[image: External link] in Antarctica. Other New Zealand territories, including Cook Islands[image: External link], Niue[image: External link] and Tokelau[image: External link], have their own marriage law and do not perform nor recognise same-sex marriage.
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 Norway




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Norway[image: External link]


Same-sex marriage became legal in Norway on 1 January 2009 when a gender-neutral marriage bill was enacted after being passed by the Norwegian Parliament in June 2008.[242][243] Norway became the first Scandinavian[image: External link] country and the sixth country in the world to legalize same-sex marriage.

Gender-neutral marriage replaced Norway's previous system of registered partnerships for same-sex couples. Couples in registered partnerships are able to retain that status or convert their registered partnership to a marriage. No new registered partnerships may be created.
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 Portugal




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Portugal[image: External link]


See also: De facto union in Portugal[image: External link]


Portugal created de facto unions (união de facto in legal European Portuguese) similar to common-law marriage for cohabiting opposite-sex partners in 1999, and extended these unions to same-sex couples in 2001. However, the 2001 extension did not allow for same-sex adoption, either jointly or of stepchildren.[244]

On 11 February 2010, Parliament approved a bill legalizing same-sex marriage. The Portuguese President promulgated the law on 8 April 2010 and the law was effective on 5 June 2010, making Portugal the eighth country to legalize nationwide same-sex marriage; however, adoption was still denied for same-sex couples.[245]

On 24 February 2012, Parliament rejected two bills allowing same-sex couples to adopt children.[246]

On 17 May 2013, the Portuguese Parliament approved a bill to recognise some adoption rights for same-sex couples in the first reading[247][248][249] A bill granting adoption rights to same-sex parents and carers, as well as in-vitro fertilisation for lesbian relationships, was introduced in Parliament by then opposition Socialist and Left Block parties on 16 January 2015.[250] On 22 January, Parliament rejected the proposals.[251]

Finally in December 2015, the Portuguese Parliament approved a bill to recognise adoptions rights for same-sex couples.[252][253][254] It came into effect in March 2016.
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 South Africa




Main article: Same-sex marriage in South Africa[image: External link]


Legal recognition of same-sex marriages in South Africa came about as a result of the Constitutional Court[image: External link]'s decision in the case of Minister of Home Affairs v Fourie[image: External link]. The court ruled on 1 December 2005 that the existing marriage laws violated the equality clause[image: External link] of the Bill of Rights[image: External link] because they discriminated on the basis of sexual orientation. The court gave Parliament[image: External link] one year to rectify the inequality. The Civil Union Act[image: External link] was passed by the National Assembly[image: External link] on 14 November 2006, by a vote of 230 to 41. It became law on 30 November 2006. South Africa is the fifth country, the first in Africa, and the second outside Europe, to legalize same-sex marriage.
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 Spain




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Spain[image: External link]


Spain[image: External link] was the third country in the world to legalize same-sex marriage, which has been legal since 3 July 2005, and was supported by the majority of the Spanish people.[255][256] In 2004, the nation's newly elected Socialist[image: External link] Government, led by President[image: External link] José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero[image: External link], began a campaign for its legalization, including the right of adoption by same-sex couples[image: External link].[257] After much debate, the law permitting same-sex marriage was passed by the Cortes Generales[image: External link] (Spain's bicameral Parliament[image: External link]) on 30 June 2005. King[image: External link] Juan Carlos[image: External link], who by law has up to 30 days to decide whether to grant royal assent[image: External link] to laws, indirectly showed his approval by signing it[image: External link] on 1 July 2005, the same day it reached his desk. The law was published on 2 July 2005.[258] In 2013, Pew Research Center declared Spain the most tolerant country of the world with homosexuality.[259][260] However, the studies did not include the Benelux or the Scandinavian countries.
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 Sweden




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Sweden[image: External link]


Same-sex marriage in Sweden has been legal since 1 May 2009, following the adoption of a new, gender-neutral law on marriage by the Swedish Parliament[image: External link] on 1 April 2009, making Sweden the seventh country in the world to open marriage to same-sex couples nationwide. Marriage replaced Sweden's registered partnerships for same-sex couples. Existing registered partnerships between same-sex couples remained in force with an option to convert them into marriages.[261][262]
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 United Kingdom




Main article: Same-sex marriage in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Since 2005, same-sex couples have been allowed to enter into civil partnerships[image: External link], a separate union providing the legal consequences of marriage[image: External link]. In 2006, the High Court[image: External link] rejected a legal bid by a British lesbian couple[image: External link] who had married[image: External link] in Canada to have their union recognised as a marriage in the UK rather than a civil partnership. In September 2011, the Coalition Government announced its intention to introduce same-sex civil marriage in England and Wales by the May 2015 general election[image: External link].[263] However, unlike the Scottish Government's consultation, the UK Government's consultation for England and Wales did not include provision for religious ceremonies. In May 2012, three religious groups (Quakers, Liberal Judaism and Unitarians) sent a letter to David Cameron, asking that they be allowed to solemnise same-sex weddings.[264]

In June 2012, the UK Government completed the consultation to allow civil marriage for same-sex couples in England and Wales[image: External link].[265] In its response to the consultation, the Government said that it also intended "...to enable those religious organisations that wish to conduct same-sex marriage ceremonies to do so, on a permissive basis only."[266] In December 2012, the Prime Minister, David Cameron, announced that, whilst he favoured allowing same-sex marriage within a religious context, provision would be made guaranteeing no religious institution would be required to perform such ceremonies.[267] On 5 February 2013, the House of Commons[image: External link] debated the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill[image: External link], approving it in a 400–175 vote at the second reading[image: External link].[268] The third reading took place on 21 May 2013, and was approved by 366 votes to 161.[269] On 4 June 2013, the bill received its second reading in the House of Lords[image: External link], after a blocking amendment was defeated by 390 votes to 148.[270] On 15 July 2013, the bill was given a third reading by the House of Lords, meaning that it had been passed, and so it was then returned to Commons for the consideration of the Lords' amendments. On 16 July 2013, the Commons accepted all of the Lords' amendments.[271] On 17 July 2013, the bill received royal assent[image: External link] becoming the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013[image: External link].[271] The first same-sex marriages took place on 29 March 2014.[272]

The Scottish Government[image: External link] conducted a three-month-long consultation which ended on 9 December 2011 and the analysis was published in July 2012.[273] Unlike the consultation held in England and Wales, Scotland considered both civil and religious same-sex marriage. Whilst the Scottish Government is in favour of same-sex marriage, it stated that no religious body would be forced to hold such ceremonies once legislation is enacted.[274] The Scottish consultation received more than 77,000 responses, and on 27 June 2013 the Government published the bill.[275] In order to preserve the freedom of both religious groups and individual clergy, the Scottish Government believed it necessary for changes to be made to the Equality Act 2010 and communicated with the UK Government on this matter; thus, the first same-sex marriages in Scotland did not occur until this had taken place.[276] Although the Scottish bill concerning same-sex marriage had been published, the 'Australian' reported that LGBT rights campaigners, celebrating outside the UK Parliament on 15 July 2013 for the clearance of the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill in the House of Lords, declared that they would continue the campaign to extend same-sex marriage rights to both Scotland and Northern Ireland,[277] rather than solely Northern Ireland, where there are no plans to introduce such legislation. On 4 February 2014, the Scottish Parliament overwhelmingly passed legislation legalising same-sex marriage.[278] The bill received royal assent as the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014[image: External link] on 12 March 2014.[279][280] The law took effect on 16 December 2014, with the first same-sex weddings occurring for those converting their civil partnerships into marriage.[281][282] Malcolm Brown and Joe Schofield from Tullibody[image: External link] were scheduled to be the first to be declared husband and husband just after midnight on 31 December, following a Humanist ceremony, but they were superseded by couples marrying on 16 December. Nonetheless, Brown and Schofield were married on Hogmanay[image: External link].[283]

The Northern Ireland Executive has stated that it does not intend to introduce legislation allowing for same-sex marriage in Northern Ireland. Same-sex marriages from other jurisdictions are treated as civil partnerships.

Of the fourteen British Overseas Territories[image: External link], same-sex marriage has been legal in Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link] and the British Indian Ocean Territory[image: External link] (for UK military personnel) since 3 June 2014, the Pitcairn Islands[image: External link] since 14 May 2015, the British Antarctic Territory[image: External link] since 13 October 2016, Gibraltar[image: External link] since 15 December 2016, Ascension Island[image: External link] since 1 January 2017, and Bermuda[image: External link] since 5 May 2017. Legislation allowing same-sex marriage in the Falkland Islands[image: External link] is currently awaiting royal assent[image: External link]. Of the three Crown dependencies[image: External link], same-sex marriage has been legal in the Isle of Man[image: External link] since 22 July 2016 and in Guernsey[image: External link] since 2 May 2017.
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 United States




Main articles: Same-sex marriage in the United States[image: External link] and Same-sex marriage legislation in the United States[image: External link]


The movement to obtain civil marriage rights[image: External link] and benefits for same-sex couples in the United States began in the 1970s.[284] and in 1971 the United States Supreme Court dismissed a case, Baker v. Nelson[image: External link] claiming such right on appeal, establishing it as a precedent[image: External link] as it came from mandatory appellate review. The issue did not become prominent in U.S. politics until the 1993 Hawaii Supreme Court[image: External link] decision in Baehr v. Lewin[image: External link] that declared that state's prohibition to be unconstitutional.[285] During the 21st century, public support for same-sex marriage has grown considerably,[286][287] and national polls conducted since 2011 show that a majority of Americans support legalizing it. On 17 May 2004, Massachusetts[image: External link] became the first U.S. state and the sixth jurisdiction in the world to legalize same-sex marriage following the Supreme Judicial Court[image: External link]'s decision in Goodridge v. Department of Public Health[image: External link] six months earlier.[288]

Before the legalization of same-sex marriage in any U.S. jurisdiction, the U.S. Congress[image: External link] passed the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] (DOMA) in 1996, attempting to define marriage for the first time solely as a union between a man and a woman for all federal purposes, and allowing states to refuse to recognize such marriages created in other states.[289]

President Barack Obama announced on 9 May 2012, that "I think same-sex couples should be able to get married".[290][291][292] Obama also supported the full repeal of DOMA[image: External link],[293] and called the state constitutional bans on same-sex marriage in California[image: External link] (2008)[294] and North Carolina[image: External link] (2012) unnecessary.[295] In 2011, the Obama Administration concluded that DOMA was unconstitutional and directed the U.S. Justice Department (DOJ) to stop defending the law in court.[296] Subsequently, Eric Cantor[image: External link], Republican[image: External link] majority leader in the U.S. House of Representatives, announced that the House would defend DOMA. The law firm hired to represent the House soon withdrew from defending the law, requiring the House to retain replacement counsel.[297] In the past two decades, public support[image: External link] for same-sex marriage has steadily increased,[55] and polls indicate that more than half of Americans support same-sex marriage.[55][298][299] Voters in Maine[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] approved same-sex marriage by referendum on 6 November 2012.[300]

On 26 June 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in United States v. Windsor[image: External link] Section 3 of DOMA was unconstitutional for allowing the federal government of the United States to deny federal recognition of same-sex marriage licenses, if it is recognized or performed in a state that allows same-sex marriage.[301] Two years later on the same day, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] that state level bans on same-sex marriage to be unconstitutional as well, legalizing same-sex marriage throughout the entire U.S. proper and all incorporated territories.[302]

On 6 October 2014, the U.S. Supreme Court denied review of five writ petitions from decisions of appellate courts finding constitutional right to same-sex marriage.[303] The immediate effect was to increase to 25 the number of states allowing same-sex marriage.[304]

On 26 June 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5–4 in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] that states cannot prohibit the issuing of marriage licenses to same-sex couples, or to deny recognition of lawfully performed out-of-state marriage licenses to same-sex couples. This ruling invalidated same-sex marriage bans in any U.S. State and certain territories.[305][306] Prior to this ruling, same-sex marriages were legally performed in 37 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, Guam as well as some Native American tribes.[307][308][309]

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] officiated at a same-sex wedding during the 2013 Labor Day[image: External link] weekend in what is believed to be a first for a member of the Supreme Court.[310][311]

A poll conducted in 2014 showed 59% of the American people supporting legal recognition for same-sex marriage.[312] This increased to 60% in 2015, and 61% in 2016: a record high.[313]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Uruguay




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Uruguay[image: External link]


Uruguay's Chamber of Deputies[image: External link] passed a bill on 12 December 2012, to extend marriage rights to same-sex couples.[314] The Senate[image: External link] passed the bill on 2 April 2013, but with minor amendments. On 10 April 2013, the Chamber of Deputies passed the amended bill by a two-thirds majority (71–22). The president promulgated the law on 3 May 2013 and it took effect on 5 August.[315]
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 Andorra




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Andorra[image: External link]


On 31 March 2014, the Social Democratic Party[image: External link] introduced a bill to legalize same-sex marriage.[316][317] On 29 May 2014, the bill was rejected by Parliament.[318][319]
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 Australia




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Australia[image: External link]


Australian federal law currently bans recognition of same-sex marriages. Civil unions/partnerships are available in the Australian Capital Territory[image: External link] and Queensland[image: External link], while domestic registered partnerships are available in New South Wales[image: External link], Victoria[image: External link], Tasmania[image: External link] and South Australia[image: External link]. Western Australia[image: External link] and the Northern Territory[image: External link] both only offer de facto[image: External link] unions for same-sex couples, and committed same-sex couples in all states and territories are recognised as de facto unions (which provide most of the benefits and recognition of marriage) under federal law.

On 22 October 2013, a bill was passed by the Australian Capital Territory[image: External link] (ACT) legalising same-sex marriage in the ACT. However, the High Court[image: External link] found that the change was never valid and an official reversal of the bill was announced on 12 December 2013. The High Court established that such a change to ACT legislation could not operate concurrently with the federal Marriage Act.[320]

As of September 2016, 21 same-sex marriage related bills have been introduced in the Parliament of Australia[image: External link], none of which have passed and become law. The Coalition Government[image: External link], narrowly re-elected at the July 2016 federal election[image: External link], pledged to hold a plebiscite[image: External link] on the issue in early 2017, with the question being put to the Australian people, rather than being resolved by the parliament. The opposition Labor Party[image: External link] supports same-sex marriage but lobbies for a parliamentary conscience vote[image: External link] on same-sex marriage legislation. This resulted in the two parties coming to loggerheads and with the Labor party refusing to back a plebiscite, and Coalition refusing to allow a parliamentary conscience vote, thus resulting in a stalemate on the issue for the time being.[321]
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 Austria




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Austria[image: External link]


On 20 November 2013, the Greens introduced a bill in Parliament[image: External link] that would legalise same-sex marriage.[322] It was sent to the Judiciary Committee on 17 December 2013.[323] The bill was supposed to be debated in Autumn 2014,[324] but was delayed by the ruling coalition.

In December 2015, the Vienna Administrative Court dismissed a case challenging the same-sex marriage ban. The plaintiffs appealed to the Constitutional Court.[325]
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 Chile




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Chile[image: External link]


Michelle Bachelet[image: External link], the President of Chile, who was elected to a second term in March 2014, has promised to work for the implementation of same-sex marriage and has a majority in both houses of Congress[image: External link]. Previously, she said, "Marriage equality, I believe we have to make it happen."[326] Polling shows majority support for same-sex marriage among Chileans.[327]

On 10 December 2014, a group of senators[image: External link], from various parties, joined LGBT rights group MOVILH[image: External link] (Homosexual Movement of Integration and Liberation) in presenting a bill to allow same-sex marriage and adoption to Congress. MOVILH has been in talks with the Chilean Government to seek an amiable solution to the pending marriage lawsuit brought against the state before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights[image: External link]. MOVILH has suggested that they would drop the case if Bachelet's Congress keeps their promise to legislate same-sex marriage.[328] President Bachelet stated before a United Nations General Assembly panel in September 2016 that the Chilean Government would submit a same-sex marriage bill to Congress in the first half of 2017.[329]

Meanwhile, on 28 January 2015, the National Congress approved a bill recognizing civil unions for same-sex and opposite-sex couples offering some of the rights of marriage. Bachelet signed the bill on 14 April, and it came into effect on 22 October.[330][331]

A poll carried out during September 2015 by the pollster Cadem Plaza Pública found that 60% of Chileans support same-sex marriage, whilst 36% are against it.[332]
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 China




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in China[image: External link]


The Marriage Law of the People's Republic of China explicitly defines marriage as the union between one man and one woman. No other form of civil union is recognized. The attitude of the Chinese Government towards homosexuality is believed to be "three nos": "No approval; no disapproval; no promotion." The Ministry of Health officially removed homosexuality from its list of mental illnesses in 2001.

Li Yinhe[image: External link], a sociologist and sexologist well known in the Chinese gay community, has tried to legalize same-sex marriage several times, including during the National People's Congress in 2000 and 2004 (Legalization for Same-Sex Marriage 《中国同性婚姻合法化》 in 2000 and the Same-Sex Marriage Bill 《中国同性婚姻提案》 in 2004). According to Chinese law, 35 delegates' signatures are needed to make an issue a bill to be discussed in the Congress. Her efforts failed due to lack of support from the delegates. CPPCC National Committee spokesman Wu Jianmin[image: External link] when asked about Li Yinhe's proposal, said that same-sex marriage was still too "ahead of its time" for China. He argued that same-sex marriage was not recognized even in many Western countries, which are considered much more liberal in social issues than China.[333] This statement is understood as an implication that the Government may consider recognition of same-sex marriage in the long run, but not in the near future.

On 5 January 2016, a court in Changsha[image: External link], southern Hunan Province[image: External link], agreed to hear the lawsuit of 26-year-old Sun Wenlin filed in December 2015 against the Bureau of Civil Affairs of Furong District for its June 2015 refusal to let him marry his 36-year-old male partner, Hu Mingliang. On 13 April 2016, with hundreds of same-sex marriage supporters outside, the Changsha court ruled against Sun, who vowed to appeal, citing the importance of his case for LGBT progress in China.[334]
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 Costa Rica




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Costa Rica[image: External link]


On 19 March 2015, a bill to legalize same-sex marriage was introduced to the Legislative Assembly by Deputy Ligia Elena Fallas Rodríguez from the Broad Front[image: External link].[335] On 10 December 2015, the organization Front for Equal Rights (Frente Por los Derechos Igualitarios) and a group of deputies presented another bill.[336][337][338]

On 10 February 2016, the Constitutional Court of Costa Rica announced it would hear a case seeking to legalize same-sex marriage in Costa Rica and declare the country's same-sex marriage ban unconstitutional.[339]
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 Ecuador




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Ecuador[image: External link]


On 13 August 2013, a same-sex couple filed a lawsuit before the Supreme Court of Ecuador asking that the country's same-sex marriage ban be declared unconstitutional.[340]
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 El Salvador




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in El Salvador[image: External link]


In August 2016, a lawyer in El Salvador filed a lawsuit before the country's Supreme Court asking for the nullification of Article 11 of the Family Code which defines marriage as a heterosexual union. Labeling the law as discriminatory and explaining the lack of gendered terms used in Article 34 of the Constitution’s summary of a marriage, the lawsuit seeks to allow same-sex couples the right to wed.[341] A second lawsuit was filed in November.
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 Estonia




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Estonia[image: External link]


In October 2014, the Estonian Parliament approved a civil union law open to both opposite-sex and same-sex couples.[342]

In December 2016, the Tallinn Circuit Court ruled that same-sex marriages concluded in another country must be recognised as such in Estonia.[343]
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 Georgia




Main article: LGBT rights in Georgia (country)[image: External link]


In 2016, a man filed a challenge against Georgia's same-sex marriage ban, arguing that while the Civil Code of Georgia states that marriage is explicitly between a man and a woman; the Constitution does not reference gender in its section on marriage.[344]
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 Germany




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Germany[image: External link]


Since 1 August 2001, Germany has registered partnerships (Eingetragene Lebenspartnerschaft) for same-sex couples, providing most but not all rights of marriage. In 2004, this act was amended to include adoption[image: External link] rights (stepchild adoption only) and to reform previously cumbersome dissolution procedures with regard to division of property[image: External link] and alimony. Attempts to give equal rights to registered partners or to legalize same-sex marriage have generally been blocked by the CDU/CSU[image: External link], the main party in government since 2005. All other main parties ( SPD[image: External link], The Greens[image: External link], The Left[image: External link] and FDP[image: External link]) support full LGBT equality. The Federal Constitutional Court of Germany[image: External link] has issued various rulings in favor of equal rights for same-sex registered partners (such as joint tax filing benefits), requiring the governing coalition to change the law.
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 India




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in India[image: External link]


Same-sex marriage is not explicitly prohibited under Indian law and at least one couple has had their marriage recognised by the courts.[345] In April 2014, Medha Patkar[image: External link] of the Aam Aadmi Party[image: External link] stated that her party supports the legalisation of same-sex marriage.[346]
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 Israel




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Israel[image: External link]


Israel's High Court of Justice ruled to recognize foreign same-sex marriages for the limited purpose of registration with the Administration of Border Crossings, Population and Immigration, however this is merely for statistical purposes and grants no state-level rights; Israel does not recognize civil marriages performed under its own jurisdiction. A bill was raised in the Knesset[image: External link] (parliament) to rescind the High Court's ruling, but the Knesset has not advanced the bill since December 2006. A bill to legalize same-sex and interfaith civil marriages was defeated in the Knesset, 39–11, on 16 May 2012.[347]

In November 2015, the National LGBT Taskforce of Israel petitioned the Supreme Court of Israel[image: External link] to allow same-sex marriage in the country, arguing that the refusal of the rabbinical court to recognise same-sex marriage should not prevent civil courts from performing same-sex marriages. The court did not immediately rule against the validity of the petition.[348]
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 Italy




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Italy[image: External link]


On 9 April 2014, the Civil Court of Grosseto[image: External link] ordered that a same-sex marriage contracted abroad be recognised in the municipality.[349]

The cities of Bologna[image: External link], Naples[image: External link] and Fano[image: External link] began recognizing same-sex marriages from other jurisdictions in July 2014,[350][351] followed by Empoli[image: External link], Pordenone[image: External link], Udine[image: External link] and Trieste[image: External link] in September,[352][353][354] and Florence[image: External link], Piombino[image: External link], Milan[image: External link] and Rome[image: External link] in October,[355][356] and by Bagheria[image: External link] in November.[357] Other cities that are considering similar laws include Cagliari, Livorno, Syracuse, Pompei and Treviso.[358]

A January 2013 Datamonitor poll found that 54.1% of respondents were in favour of same-sex marriage.[359] A May 2013 Ipsos poll found that 42% of Italians supported allowing same-sex couples to marry and adopt children.[360] An October 2014 Demos poll found that 55% of respondents were in favour of same-sex marriage, with 42% against.[361]

On 25 February 2016, the Italian Senate passed a bill allowing civil unions with 173 senators in favour and 73 against. That same bill was approved by the Chamber of Deputies on 11 May 2016 with 372 deputies in favour and 51 against.[362] The President of Italy[image: External link] signed the bill into law on 22 May 2016 and the law went into effect on 5 June 2016.
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 Japan




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Japan[image: External link]


Same-sex marriage is not legal in Japan. Article 24 of the Japanese Constitution states that "Marriage shall be based only on the mutual consent of both sexes and it shall be maintained through mutual cooperation with the equal rights of husband and wife as a basis."[363] Article 24 was created to establish the equality of both sexes in marriage, in opposition to the pre-war legal situation whereby the husband/father was legally defined as the head of household and marriage require permission from the male head of the family. The wording, however, inadvertently defined marriage as the union of man and woman.

51% of the Japanese population supports same-sex marriage, according to the latest poll carried out in 2015.[364]
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 Latvia




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Latvia[image: External link]


On 27 May 2016, the Constitutional Court of Latvia[image: External link] overturned an administrative court decision which refused an application to register a same-sex marriage in the country. A Supreme Court press spokeswoman said that the court agrees with the administrative court that current regulations do not allow for same-sex marriages to be legally performed in Latvia. However, the matter should have been considered in a context not of marriage, but of registering familial partnership. Furthermore, it would have been impossible to conclude whether the applicants' rights were violated or not unless their claim is accepted and reviewed in a proper manner.[365] The Supreme Court will now decide whether the refusal was in breach of the Latvian Constitution and the European Convention on Human Rights.
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 Malta




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Malta[image: External link]


Malta has recognized same-sex unions since April 2014, following the enactment of the Civil Unions Bill, first introduced in September 2013. It established civil unions with same rights, responsibilities, and obligations as marriage, including the right of joint adoption and recognition of foreign same sex marriage.[366] Parliament[image: External link] gave final approval to the legislation on 14 April 2014 by a vote of 37 in favour and 30 abstentions. President Marie Louise Coleiro Preca[image: External link] signed it into law on 16 April. The first foreign same sex marriage was registered on 29 April 2014 and the first civil union was performed on 14 June 2014.[366]

On 21 February 2017, the Minister for Social Dialogue, Consumer Affairs and Civil Liberties Helena Dalli[image: External link] said that she is preparing a bill to legalise same-sex marriage.[367]
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 Nepal




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Nepal[image: External link]


In November 2008, the Supreme Court of Nepal[image: External link] issued final judgment on matters related to LGBT rights, which included permitting same-sex couples to marry. Same-sex marriage and protection for sexual minorities were to be included in the new Nepalese Constitution required to be completed by 31 May 2012.[368][369] However, the Legislature was unable to agree on the Constitution before the deadline and was dissolved after the Supreme Court ruled that the term could not be extended.[370]

In October 2016, the Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare constituted a committee for the purpose of preparing a draft bill to legalize same-sex marriage.[371]
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 Panama




Main article: LGBT rights in Panama[image: External link]


On 17 October 2016, a married same-sex couple filed an action of unconstitutionality seeking to recognise same-sex marriages performed abroad.[372] In early November, the case was admitted to the Supreme Court.[373] A challenge seeking to legalize same-sex marriage in Panama was introduced before the Supreme Court in March 2017.[374]
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 Peru




Main article: LGBT rights in Peru[image: External link]


In a ruling published on 9 January 2017, the 7th Constitutional Court of Lima ordered the RENIEC[image: External link] to recognize and register the marriage of a same-sex couple who had previously wed in Mexico City[image: External link].[375][376] RENIEC later appealed the ruling.

On 14 February 2017, a bill legalizing same-sex marriage was introduced in the Peruvian Congress.[377]
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 Philippines




Same-sex marriages and civil unions are currently not recognized by the state, the illegal insurgent Communist Party of the Philippines[image: External link] performs same-sex marriages in territories under its control[image: External link] since 2005.[378]

In October 2016, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Philippines[image: External link] Pantaleon Alvarez[image: External link] announced he will file a civil union bill in Congress[image: External link].[379]
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 Poland




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Poland[image: External link]


In Poland, the national debate regarding recognition of same-sex marriage is conducted along the debate about civil partnerships.[380][381] In a 2013 opinion poll conducted by CBOS[image: External link], 72% of Poles were against same-sex marriage.[382]
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 Romania




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Romania[image: External link]


As of October 2016, a lawsuit initiated by a Romanian man seeking to have his marriage to an American man recognised is ongoing. The Constitutional Court[image: External link] is hearing the case and is consulting with the European Court of Justice[image: External link] on the matter, with a hearing in the case set for late March 2017.[383][needs update[image: External link]]
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 Slovenia




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Slovenia[image: External link]


Slovenia recognises registered partnerships for same-sex couples.

In December 2014, the eco-socialist United Left[image: External link] party introduced a bill amending expansion of the definition of marriage in the 1976 Marriage and Family Relations Act to include same-sex couples. In January 2015, the Government expressed no opposition to the bill. In February 2015, the bill was passed with 11 votes to 2. In March, the Assembly passed the bill in a 51–28 vote. On 10 March 2015, the National Council rejected a motion to require the Assembly to vote on the bill again, in a 14–23 vote. Opponents of the bill launched a petition for a referendum and managed to collect 40,000 signatures. Then Parliament voted to block the referendum with a clarification that it would be against the Slovenian Constitution to vote about matters concerning human rights. Finally the Constitutional Court ruled against the banning of the referendum (5–4) and the referendum[image: External link] was to be held on 20 December 2015.

In the referendum, 63.4% of the voters voted against the law, rendering Parliament's same-sex marriage act invalid.[384]
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 South Korea




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in South Korea[image: External link]


In July 2015, Kim Jho Kwang-soo[image: External link] and his partner, Kim Seung-Hwan, filed a lawsuit seeking legal status for their marriage after their marriage registration form was rejected by the local authorities in Seoul[image: External link]. On 25 May 2016, a South Korean district court ruled against the couple and argued that without clear legislation a same-sex union can not be recognized as a marriage.[385] The couple quickly filed an appeal against the district court ruling. Their lawyer, Ryu Min-Hee, announced that two more same-sex couples had filed separate lawsuits in order to be allowed to wed.[386] In December 2016, a South Korean appeals court upheld the district court ruling. The couple vowed to bring the case to the Supreme Court of South Korea[image: External link].[387]
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 Switzerland




Main article: Registered partnership in Switzerland[image: External link]


A same-sex marriage bill is pending in Parliament after the Green Liberal Party of Switzerland[image: External link],[388] introduced a constitutional initiative to legalize same-sex marriage in December 2013, in opposotion to a Christian Democrat[image: External link] initiative banning same-sex marriage. The Committee for Legal Affairs of the National Council[image: External link] approved the Green Liberal initiative by 12-9 and 1 abstention on 20 February 2015.[389] On 1 September 2015, the upper house's Legal Affairs Committee voted 7 to 5 to proceed with the initiative.[390] The National Council's Legal Affairs Committee can now draft an act.

In a poll in June 2013 for ifop[image: External link], 63% approved same-sex marriage.[391] After the National Council[image: External link]'s Committee of Law Affairs' decision to approve same-sex marriage, two opinion polls released on 22 February 2015 showed a support of 54% (Léger Marketing[image: External link] for Blick[image: External link][392]) and 71% (GfS Zürich for SonntagsZeitung[image: External link][393]) allowing same-sex couples to marry and adopt children. Additionally, in November 2016, voters in the canton of Zürich[image: External link] overwhelmingly rejected an initiative seeking to ban same-sex marriage in the cantonal Constitution, with 81% voting against.[394]

In March 2015, the Swiss Federal Council[image: External link] released a governmental report about marriage and new rights for families. It opens the possibility to introduce registered partnerships for different-sex couples as well as same-sex marriage for same-sex couples.[395] The Swiss President[image: External link] Simonetta Sommaruga[image: External link] in charge of the Federal Department of Justice and Police[image: External link] also stated she hoped personally that same-sex couples would soon be allowed to marry.[396]

The Christian Democratic People's Party of Switzerland[image: External link] (CVP/PDC) started in 2011 with gathering signatures for a popular initiative[image: External link] entitled "For the couple and the family - No to the penalty of marriage". This initiative would change article 14 of the Swiss Federal Constitution[image: External link] and aimed to put equal fiscal rights and equal social security benefits between married couples and unmarried cohabiting couples. However, the text aimed to introduce as well in the Constitution for the first time ever the definition of marriage, which would be the sole "union between a man and a woman".[397] On 19 June 2015, the Parliament recommended that voters reject the initiative.[398] The Federal Council[image: External link] also recommended rejecting the initiative.[399][400] The Swiss people voted on the Christian Democrats' proposal in a referendum on 28 February 2016[401] and rejected it by 50.8% of the votes.[402]
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 Taiwan




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Taiwan[image: External link]


On 22 December 2014, a proposed amendment to the Civil Code which would legalize same-sex marriage was due to go under review by the Judiciary Committee. If the amendment passes the committee stage it will then be voted on at the plenary session of the Legislative Yuan[image: External link] in 2015. The amendment, called the marriage equality amendment, would insert neutral terms into the Civil Code replacing ones that imply heterosexual marriage, effectively legalizing same-sex marriage. It would also allow same-sex couples to adopt children. Yu Mei-nu[image: External link] of the Democratic Progressive Party[image: External link] (DPP), who is the convener of the current legislative session, has expressed support for the amendment as have more than 20 other DPP lawmakers as well as two from the Taiwan Solidarity Union[image: External link] and one each from the Kuomintang[image: External link] and the People First Party[image: External link].[403] Taiwan would become the first country in Asia to legalize same-sex marriage if the Civil Code is amended.

A poll carried out between August and October 2015 found that 71% of the Taiwanese population supports same-sex marriage.[404] Tsai Ing-wen[image: External link], the President of Taiwan since May 2016, announced her support of same-sex marriage in November 2015.[405] In October 2016, two same-sex marriage bills were introduced before the Legislative Yuan[image: External link]. Subsequently, protests have been staged by groups opposing and by groups supporting legalization.[406][407]

On 24 May 2017, the Constitutional Court ruled that same-sex couples have the right to marry, and gave the government two years to amend the law to that effect. If the law is not amended after two years, same-sex couples will be able to register a valid marriage application in Taiwan.[1]
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 Thailand




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Thailand[image: External link]


A same-sex-marriage bill before the Thai Parliament has bipartisan support, but as of April 2014 has been stalled due to the political crisis in the country.[408] In the second half of 2014, reports emerged that a draft bill called the Civil Partnership Act will be submitted to the junta-appointed Thai Parliament.[409]
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 Turkey




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Turkey[image: External link]


In the process of rewriting the Turkish Constitution, the opposition party BDP[image: External link] called for the liberalization of marriage policies to include same-sex marriage. The largest opposition party in the Turkish Parliament, CHP[image: External link], supported the idea. The largest party in parliament, the AKP[image: External link], opposes same-sex marriage, although Premier Recep Tayyip Erdoğan[image: External link], the leader of the AKP, supported full equal rights for LGBT citizens in 2002, the year he launched his party. In response to a request from BDP, a parliamentary discussion of same-sex marriage is anticipated when all political parties gather in committees to establish a new constitution.[410][411] In 2013, a poll of Turkish attitudes towards sexuality, 3.6% of Turks supported same-sex marriages.[412] In 2015, research revealed that 80% of the Turkish population is against same-sex marriage.[413]
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 Venezuela




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Venezuela[image: External link]


In April 2016, the Supreme Court announced it would hear a lawsuit which seeks to declare Article 44 of the Civil Code unconstitutional for outlawing same-sex marriage.[414]
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 Vietnam




Main article: Same-sex marriage in Vietnam[image: External link]


In Vietnam, currently only a marriage between a man and a woman is recognized. Vietnam's Ministry of Justice began seeking advice on legalizing same-sex marriage from other governmental and non-governmental organizations in April and May 2012, and planned to further discuss the issue at the National Assembly in Spring 2013.[415] However, in February 2013, the Ministry of Justice requested that the National Assembly avoid action until 2014.[416] At a hearing to discuss marriage law reforms in April 2013, deputy minister of health Nguyen Viet Tien proposed that same-sex marriage be made legal immediately.[417]

The Vietnamese Government abolished an administrative fine imposed on same-sex weddings in 2013.[418] The policy was enacted on 11 November 2013. The 100,000–500,000 VND[image: External link] ($24 USD[image: External link]) fine will be abolished. Although same-sex marriages are not permitted in Vietnam, the policy will decriminalize the relationship, habitual privileges such as household registry, property, child raising, and co-habitual partnerships are recognized.[419]

In June 2013, the National Assembly began formal debate on a proposal to establish legal recognition for same-sex marriage.[420] On 24 September 2013, the Government issued the decree abolishing the fines on same-sex marriages. The decree took effect on 11 November 2013.[421][422][423] On 27 May 2014, the National Assembly's Committee for Social Affairs removed the provision giving legal status and some rights to cohabiting same-sex couples from the Government's bill to amend the Law on Marriage and Family.[424][425] The bill was approved by the National Assembly on 19 June 2014.[426][427]

On 1 January 2015, the 2014 Law on Marriage and Family officially went into effect. It states that while Vietnam allows same-sex weddings, it will not offer legal recognition or protection to unions between people of the same sex.[428]
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The terms of employment of the staff of international organizations[image: External link] (not commercial[image: External link]) in most cases are not governed by the laws of the country where their offices are located. Agreements with the host country safeguard these organizations' impartiality.

Despite their relative independence, few organizations recognize same-sex partnerships without condition. The agencies of the United Nations recognize same-sex marriages if and only if the country of citizenship of the employees in question recognizes the marriage.[429] In some cases, these organizations do offer a limited selection of the benefits normally provided to mixed-sex married couples to de facto partners or domestic partners[image: External link] of their staff, but even individuals who have entered into a mixed-sex civil union in their home country are not guaranteed full recognition of this union in all organizations. However, the World Bank[image: External link] does recognize domestic partners.[430]
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Main article: Civil union[image: External link]


Civil union, civil partnership[image: External link], domestic partnership[image: External link], registered partnership[image: External link], unregistered partnership, and unregistered cohabitation statuses offer varying legal benefits of marriage. As of March 2017, countries that have an alternative form of legal recognition other than marriage on a national level are: Andorra[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Chile[image: External link], Costa Rica[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], Cyprus[image: External link], Czech Republic[image: External link], Ecuador[image: External link], Estonia[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Greece[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], Israel[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Japan (various cities)[image: External link], Liechtenstein[image: External link], Mexico (Tlaxcala)[image: External link], the Netherlands (Aruba)[image: External link], San Marino[image: External link], Slovenia[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], Taiwan (all special municipalities and some counties and provincial cities)[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link] (Northern Ireland and Jersey[image: External link]).[432][433] Malta[image: External link] has established civil unions with the same rights and responsibilities as marriage, differing only in name.[434][435] Additionally, thirteen countries which have legalized same-sex marriage still have an alternative form of legal recognition for same-sex couples, usually available to heterosexual couples as well: Argentina[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Colombia[image: External link], Finland[image: External link], France[image: External link], Luxembourg[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link] and Uruguay[image: External link].[436][437][438][439]

They are also available in parts of the United States ( California[image: External link], Hawaii[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], Oregon[image: External link] and Wisconsin[image: External link]).[440][441] In some countries with these legal recognitions, the actual benefits are minimal. Many people consider civil unions, even those that grant equal rights, inadequate because they create a separate status, and believe they should be replaced by gender-neutral marriage.[442]
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Main article: LGBT rights in Kenya[image: External link]


Female same-sex marriage is practiced among the Gikuyu[image: External link], Nandi[image: External link], Kamba[image: External link], Kipsigis[image: External link], and to a lesser extent neighboring peoples. Approximately 5–10% of women are in such marriages. However, this is not seen as homosexual, but is instead a way for families without sons to keep their inheritance within the family.[443] The laws criminalizing homosexuality are generally specific to men, though in 2010 the prime minister called for women to be arrested as well.
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Main article: Same-sex marriage in Nigeria[image: External link]


In Nigeria, homosexual activity between men, but not between women, is illegal. In 2006, Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo[image: External link] introduced legislation that prohibits same-sex marriages and criminalizes anyone who "performs, witnesses, aids or abets" such ceremonies.[444] Among the Igbo people[image: External link] and probably other peoples in the south of the country, there are circumstances where a marriage between women is considered appropriate, such as when a woman has no child and her husband dies, and she takes a wife to perpetuate her inheritance and family lineage.[445]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Issues




See also: LGBT rights opposition[image: External link]


While few societies have recognized same-sex unions as marriages, the historical and anthropological record[image: External link] reveals a large range of attitudes towards same-sex unions ranging from praise, through full acceptance and integration, sympathetic toleration, indifference, prohibition and discrimination, to persecution and physical annihilation. Opponents of same-sex marriages have argued that same-sex marriage, while doing good for the couples that participate in them and the children they are raising,[446] undermines a right of children to be raised by their biological mother and father.[447] Some supporters of same-sex marriages take the view that the government should have no role in regulating personal relationships,[448] while others argue that same-sex marriages would provide social benefits to same-sex couples.[449] The debate regarding same-sex marriages includes debate based upon social viewpoints as well as debate based on majority rules, religious convictions, economic arguments, health-related concerns, and a variety of other issues.
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Main articles: LGBT parenting[image: External link] and Same-sex marriage and the family[image: External link]


Scientific literature indicates that parents' financial, psychological and physical well-being is enhanced by marriage and that children benefit from being raised by two parents within a legally recognized union (either a mixed-sex or same-sex union). As a result, professional scientific associations have argued for same-sex marriage to be legally recognized as it will be beneficial to the children of same-sex parents or carers.[12][13][14][450][451][452]

Scientific research has been generally consistent in showing that lesbian and gay parents are as fit and capable as heterosexual parents, and their children are as psychologically healthy and well-adjusted as children reared by heterosexual parents.[13][452][453][454] According to scientific literature reviews, there is no evidence to the contrary.[50][455][456][457]
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Main article: LGBT adoption[image: External link]


All states that allow same-sex marriage also allow the joint adoption[image: External link] of children by people of the same sex, with the exceptions of Guerrero, Jalisco, Nayarit and Quintana Roo in Mexico. In addition, Andorra[image: External link], Austria[image: External link], Israel[image: External link] and Malta[image: External link] as well as several subnational jurisdictions which do not recognize same-sex marriage nonetheless permit joint adoption by unmarried same-sex couples: the Australian Capital Territory, New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia in Australia, Veracruz in Mexico as well as Bermuda and Jersey in the United Kingdom. Some additional states allow stepchild adoption by those who are in a same-sex relationship but are unmarried: Croatia[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Estonia[image: External link], Slovenia[image: External link] and Switzerland[image: External link].

More than 16,000 same-sex couples are raising an estimated 22,000 adopted children in the United States.[458] Same-sex couples are raising 4% of all adopted children in the United States.[459]
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Main article: Assisted reproductive technology[image: External link]


A gay or bisexual man has the option of surrogacy[image: External link], the process in which a woman bears a child for another person through artificial insemination[image: External link] or carries another woman's surgically implanted fertilized egg[image: External link] to birth. A lesbian or bisexual woman has the option of artificial insemination.[460][461]
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 Transgender and intersex people




See also: Transgender[image: External link], Legal aspects of transsexualism[image: External link], Intersex[image: External link], and Intersex human rights[image: External link]


When sex is defined legally, it may be defined by any one of several criteria: the XY sex-determination system[image: External link], the type of gonads[image: External link], the type of external sexual features, or the person's social identification.[citation needed[image: External link]] Consequently, both transgender[image: External link] and intersex[image: External link] individuals may be legally categorized into confusing gray areas, and could be prohibited from marrying partners of the "opposite" sex or permitted to marry partners of the "same" sex due to legal distinctions.[citation needed[image: External link]] This could result in long-term marriages, as well as recent same-sex marriages, being overturned.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The problems of defining gender by the existence/non-existence of gonads or certain sexual features is complicated by the existence of surgical methods[image: External link] to alter these features.[citation needed[image: External link]] Estimates run as high as one percent of live births[image: External link] exhibiting some degree of sexual ambiguity,[446][462] and between 0.1% and 0.2% of live births being ambiguous enough to become the subject of specialist medical attention, including sometimes involuntary surgery to address their sexual ambiguity.[463]

In any legal jurisdiction where marriages are defined without distinction of a requirement of a male and female, these complications do not occur. In addition, some legal jurisdictions recognize a legal and official change of gender, which would allow a transgender male or female to be legally married in accordance with an adopted gender identity.[464]

In the United Kingdom, the Gender Recognition Act 2004[image: External link] allows a person who has lived in their chosen gender for at least two years to receive a gender recognition certificate officially recognizing their new gender. Because in the United Kingdom marriages were until recently only for mixed-sex couples and civil partnerships are only for same-sex couples, a person must dissolve his/her civil partnership before obtaining a gender recognition certificate, and the same was formerly true for marriages in England and Wales, and still is in other territories. Such people are then free to enter or re-enter civil partnerships or marriages in accordance with their newly recognized gender identity. In Austria, a similar provision requiring transsexual people to divorce before having their legal sex marker corrected was found to be unconstitutional in 2006.[465]

In Quebec, prior to the legalization of same-sex marriage, only unmarried people could apply for legal change of gender. With the advent of same-sex marriage, this restriction was dropped. A similar provision including sterilization also existed in Sweden, but was phased out in 2013.

In the United States, transgender and intersex marriages typically run into similar complications.[citation needed[image: External link]] As definitions and enforcement of marriage are defined by the states, these complications vary from state to state,[466] as some of them prohibit legal changes of gender.[citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Divorce




Main article: Divorce of same-sex couples[image: External link]


In the United States of America before the case of Obergefell v. Hodges, couples in same-sex marriages could only obtain a divorce in jurisdictions that recognized same-sex marriages, with some exceptions.[467]
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Main article: Conflict of marriage laws § Same-sex marriage[image: External link]


There are differing positions regarding the manner in which same-sex marriage has been introduced into democratic jurisdictions. A "majority rules[image: External link]" position holds that same-sex marriage is valid, or void and illegal, based upon whether it has been accepted by a simple majority of voters or of their elected representatives.[468] In contrast, a civil rights[image: External link] view holds that the institution can be validly created through the ruling of an impartial judiciary carefully examining the questioning and finding that the right to marry regardless of the gender of the participants is guaranteed under the civil rights laws of the jurisdiction.[469]
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See also: LGBT rights opposition[image: External link]
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Further information: Religious views on same-sex marriage[image: External link]


Religion plays a prominent role in discourse about same-sex marriage,[citation needed[image: External link]] and several religious organizations and churches have expressed a range of official positions. Religious views on same-sex marriage are closely related to religious views on homosexuality.[citation needed[image: External link]] While the majority of world religions stand in opposition, the number of denominations accepting and conducting same-sex marriages has increased in the 2000s and 2010s.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Among Christians[image: External link], the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link],[470] Eastern Orthodox Church[image: External link],[471] and various Protestant[image: External link] denominations, such as Seventh-day Adventists[image: External link], take official positions opposing same-sex marriage.[472] The Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link] are also officially opposed to same-sex marriage.[473] Some Protestant groups, like the Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA)[image: External link], and the United Church of Christ[image: External link], and some Catholic ones, such as the Old Catholic Church[image: External link] (US Province), support allowing those of the same sex to marry or conduct same-sex marriage ceremonies.[474][475][476] Some individual churches have committed to marriage equality in opposition to their denominations' stances.[477][478][479] In 2016, a survey found that 64% of white mainline Protestants in the United States favor allowing gays and lesbians to legally wed.[480]

The vast majority of traditional Muslim[image: External link] scholars believe Shariah law opposes same-sex marriage and condemns same-sex sex. This is also the dominant view in modern Muslim societies, though, historically and culturally, same-sex sex often has been and is engaged in or celebrated. Some Muslims in the West now argue that homosexuality is allowed by Shariah law.[481] Most Orthodox[image: External link] Jewish leaders oppose same-sex marriage, while Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist Jewish rabbinical groups affirm its validity.[482] Though Buddhism[image: External link] is considered to be ambivalent on the subject as a whole,[483][not in citation given[image: External link]] particular Buddhists have supported marriage equality,[484][485][486] as do a variety of other religious traditions.[487]
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One source of controversy is whether same-sex marriage affects freedom of religion[image: External link].[488][489][490][491][492] Some religious organizations may refuse to provide employment, public accommodations, adoption services, and other benefits to same-sex couples.[493] Some jurisdictions include religion accommodation provisions in marriage equality laws.[494]

Following the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in the case of Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] in June 2015, a county clerk[image: External link] in Kentucky, Kim Davis[image: External link], who objects to same-sex marriage on religious grounds, was named as defendant in six lawsuits after refusing to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Some prominent Americans, including politician Ted Cruz[image: External link], expressed support for her.[495]
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^ a b c Same-sex marriage is legal in Denmark proper[image: External link] and Greenland[image: External link]. Legislation allowing same-sex marriage in the Faroe Islands[image: External link] has received royal assent[image: External link] though is not yet in effect.


	
^ a b Same-sex marriage is legal in the states of Campeche[image: External link], Coahuila[image: External link], Colima[image: External link], Jalisco[image: External link], Michoacán[image: External link], Morelos[image: External link], Nayarit[image: External link], Quintana Roo[image: External link] and Mexico City[image: External link] as well as in some municipalities in Guerrero[image: External link], Puebla, Querétaro[image: External link] and Tamaulipas. Same-sex marriages performed in these jurisdictions are recognized throughout Mexico.


	
^ a b c Same-sex marriage is legal in The Netherlands proper[image: External link]. Same-sex marriages performed there are recognized in Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten[image: External link].


	
^ a b Same-sex marriage is legal in New Zealand proper[image: External link], though is not legal in Tokelau[image: External link], the Cook Islands[image: External link] and Niue[image: External link], which together make up the Realm of New Zealand[image: External link].


	
^ a b c Same-sex marriage is legal England and Wales[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link]; though is notably not legal in Northern Ireland[image: External link]. Same-sex marriage is legal in the overseas territories of Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link], Ascension Island[image: External link], Bermuda[image: External link], the British Antarctic Territory[image: External link], the British Indian Ocean Territory[image: External link], Gibraltar[image: External link] and the Pitcairn Islands[image: External link]; and in the Crown dependencies of Guernsey[image: External link] and the Isle of Man[image: External link]. The law in the Falkland Islands[image: External link] is not yet in force.


	
^ a b c Same-sex marriage is legal in all 50 states, the District of Columbia[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], Puerto Rico[image: External link], the United States Virgin Islands[image: External link] and some tribal jurisdictions[image: External link]. Some tribal jurisdictions do not recognize same-sex marriage. In the United States, Congress (not the federal courts) has legal authority over Indian country. Thus, unless Congress passes a law regarding same-sex marriage for Indian tribes, federally recognized American Indian tribes have the legal right to form their own marriage laws. American Samoa[image: External link] is the only unincorporated territory of the United States not to have legalized same-sex marriage.
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