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The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is his faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning.


LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 NLT













INTRODUCTION
 




The circumstances of life may have you feeling overwhelmed, frustrated, or discouraged, but God‛s love isn‛t dependent on your situation. Because his love for you is unchanging and his promises are true, you can choose to believe in the steady outpouring of grace he has for you from the minute you wake up to the moment you lay down to sleep.
 

Find the hope, joy, and strength that is abundant in God as you reflect on these devotional entries, scriptures, and prayers. Claim his grace over your life and continue to believe that your Creator loves you deeply no matter what comes your way.
 












JANUARY





“My grace is all you need.
My power works best in weakness.”


2 CORINTHIANS 12:9 NLT


 








JANUARY 1


SEEK HIS FACE





Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.


1 CHRONICLES 16:11 NIV


It can be difficult to ask for help at times, and we like to try to solve our problems on our own. That is not how the Lord created us to operate. We need his strength to persevere, and we need the support of others as well. 


Rather than trying to muster up enough power to forge through life alone, we should seek the Lord’s face and ask for help in times of trouble. The Lord is gracious and generous. He gives us strength, and he also gives us each other. 


Lord, I will seek your face always! When I feel overwhelmed and incapable of carrying on, I will come before you and ask for strength. Humble me to ask others for help when I need it and give me eyes to see when someone else may need my help. 


Who has the Lord put in your life that has been a source of strength and encouragement for you? 





 








JANUARY 2


VICTORY IN CHRIST





The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 


ROMANS 16:20 NIV


As we continue to follow the ways of truth and godliness, the enemy also persists in his attempts to thwart us. Paul warned the people of false teachers and doctrine, which is one of the devil’s crafty ways of undermining the work of Christ and Christians. God gives us the promise, however, that these attacks will ultimately fail and our enemy will be struck down! Everything that is a lie will fall away and only what is true will remain. 


Through all of life’s trials and the deception of others, we are given the promise that Jesus’ grace will be with us. All the calamity and lies of the world cannot derail us from following Christ when we have been given the gifts of grace, peace, and truth. 


Thank you for your grace, Lord Jesus. Thank you for standing up for me and protecting me from the enemy’s attempts to destroy me. You are my victory and I find great peace in your promise of deliverance. 


How do Paul’s words associate with God’s prophetic promise in Genesis 3:15? 





 








JANUARY 3


LOYAL LOVE





Hold on to loyal love and don’t let go, and be faithful to all that you’ve been taught. Let your life be shaped by integrity, with truth written upon your heart. 


PROVERBS 3:3 TPT 


The Lord’s loyalty toward us and his love for us is unbreakable! That same love and loyalty that he pours on us he also places in us. Our sinful natures can at times take over, but when we focus on how God truly remade us and fashioned us in his love, we find that he is the one who helps us live out our true selves. 


We must hold fast to this love, be faithful to God, and act in the way he has taught us to. Reading his Word and taking his lessons to heart will imprint his integrity and truth on us. 


Your loyal love overwhelms me, Father, it is unfathomable. The enemy tries to disrupt it, but you have always remained faithful to your people even to the point of death on a cross. Thank you for this incredible gift. 


How do you hold on to loyal love? 





 








JANUARY 4


MINDSET OF CHRIST





In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage and being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 


PHILIPPIANS 2:5-6, 8 NIV 


The attitude Christ bore was one of servanthood and sacrifice. His humble obedience is meant to serve as a model for us to replicate. If the King of the universe is willing to overlook his grandiose rights for the sake of love, and subject himself to all the mistreatment of the world, then we can also partake in serving others in the relationships God has given us. 


Whatever our current calling, we know we are walking with a God who understands. 


Lord, help me to embrace the relationships you have given me with the same attitude you have. Whether I am loving my spouse, parents, children, friends, neighbors, bosses, or strangers, I want to love them the way you loved me. 


As you find yourself in situations that require Christlike servanthood, do you embrace them with a humble and obedient mindset as well? 





 








JANUARY 5


DELIGHT IN THE LAW





Blessed is the man who walks not
in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night. 


PSALM 1:1-2 ESV 


We walk in truth and in the light, so our actions are transparent and we invite accountability. We study the Word of God and find our delight in it, for it reveals truth to us. 


There is a big difference in sitting with the sinner and sitting in “the way” of the sinner. Jesus sat with sinners; in fact, he sought them out. We are called to love the lost and even to welcome them into our lives. We are not supposed to act the way they do or delight in their wrongdoing. We identify ourselves with Christ and mimic his ways which were always good and pure. 


Oh God, your way is the only way. I will choose to walk the way you walked and ponder your words day and night. Your Scriptures are my guide and the blueprint for my life. 


What delights you about the law of the Lord? 





 








JANUARY 6


COMFORT





“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.” 


MATTHEW5:3-4 NIV 


Poverty is not simply an economic hardship, it can be a spiritual one too. The phrase “blessed are the poor” has become well-known, but when Jesus first spoke it, it was outrageous! The term “blessing” in those days was synonymous with wealth; it was not simply a spiritual virtue. 


Jesus came to turn the tables and change the world’s systems. Although the planet still suffers under the weight of sin, another law has been set in motion which we, as Christians, are devoted to above any other law. The law of Christ is love. Love God and love others. The poor in spirit will not be cast out or ostracized; in fact, the kingdom of heaven is theirs! Those who mourn will find comfort in Christ. 


You are my comfort when I mourn. My tears and my suffering are not forever, but you and your kingdom are. You are my blessing and my richness, dearest Lord. 


What comforts you when you mourn? 





 








JANUARY 7


PERFECT PEACE





You will keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on You,
because he trusts in You. 


ISAIAH 26:3 NKJV 


Not only does the Lord reward those who trust in him with peace, but that is also the obvious outcome of having a God-centered mind. This world is full of trouble and mishap. If we focus on our problems, we are bound to become anxious. Even if we focus on ourselves, our inadequacies can become our impending apprehension. 


By focusing on God and truly trusting in his ability to overcome every problem, our hearts and minds can be at peace because we know we are secure in his love and his capable hands. There is no problem too big for the Lord to lead us through it. 


Father, fill me with your peace. My focus is on you and I eagerly soak up your words. You have covered me with your love and given me your joy. I know you will also preserve me with your perfect peace if I put my trust in you. 


How do you maintain focus on God when life is piling on problems? 





 








JANUARY 8


LACKING WISDOM





If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 


JAMES 1:5 NIV 


It is easy to say we want wisdom and to ask God for it, but when those difficult decisions come and we feel trapped between a rock and a hard place, what we truly rely on becomes evident. Do we trust ourselves first? Would we rather follow the systems of this world? Or is our first response to turn to God’s Word and prayer? 


The Lord promises to supply what we’re lacking and give us the answers we need. He does not treat us with disdain for our lack of wisdom but invites us to partake in his. 


Please help me to trust you in any and all of life’s circumstances, dear Father. May I turn to you for wisdom rather than myself or the world. You are always faithful to answer and deliver on your promises, and your generosity is limitless. 


Can you think of a time when the wisdom of God was in direct conflict with the teachings of this world? How did you proceed? What was the outcome? 





 








JANUARY 9


TRUE LIFE





This is how God showed his love to us: He sent his one and only Son into the world so that we could have life through him. 


1 JOHN 4:9 NCV 


The Bible is so clear that Jesus is God’s Son and that true life is found only through him. It says that God sent him, implying that he came here from elsewhere. Jesus was not simply born here like the rest of us; he existed before time with God and as God. They are one together and divine in nature. 


Being sent also indicates that Jesus had been given a mission. He was not on a casual visit to earth, but on an assignment to demonstrate God’s love for us, his complete dominance over death and all evil realms, and to free us from every form of bondage by taking it on himself. 


Oh Jesus, I am in awe of your love and compassion! You are my God and King, wholly deserving of my love and devotion. Thank you for your gifts, your sacrifice, and the life you have so lovingly given to me. 


How does this verse remind you that love is more than a feeling; it demonstrates actions and change? 





 








JANUARY 10


SUREFOOTED





God arms me with strength, and he makes my way perfect. He makes me as surefooted as a deer, enabling me to stand on mountain heights. He trains my hands for battle; he strengthens my arm to draw a bronze bow. 


PSALM 18:32-34 NLT 


When we are walking God’s way, we can be as surefooted as a deer because we will not question the integrity of our steps. Even on a high mountain, we do not need to fear because we know that the Lord is guiding us. 


God has trained our hands and our feet to operate according to his will, and so whatever comes our way we know that we have the strength to face it. 


Lord, you are the skip in my step! Not only am I confident because you are my diligent guide, but I experience so much joy following you. You make me surefooted and strong, capable of facing anything that tries to distract me from pursuing you. 


Does walking in God’s perfect way mean you will not face trouble? Why does God give you strength and train your hands for battle? 





 








JANUARY 11


CRY AND LAUGH





There is a time to cry and a time to laugh. There is a time to be sad and a time to dance. 


ECCLESIASTES 3:4 NCV 


Sometimes in life we experience heartache. To deny how we feel and attempt to go about our lives as if nothing has happened can be harmful. The Lord wants to lead us through the hard times not around them. He is prepared to be our Comforter, but we must first admit that we need the comfort. 


There is also a time to surrender our sadness to the Lord and get back up again. There are some things we cannot simply stop feeling, but we also cannot let them keep us down. Embracing our laughing and our dancing again is not denying the sad times; it is choosing to press forward in the comfort and love of God. 


I recognize that there are times to cry and times to laugh, and both are important. You yourself, dear God, have cried and laughed. Please give me courage to embark on both paths when it is time and lead me through them by your love. 


Do you struggle with transitioning between sadness and feeling happy again? Have you asked God to guide you? 





 








JANUARY 12


STRENGTH





Be strong in the Lord
and in his mighty power. 


EPHESIANS 6:10 NLT 


Paul did not undercut the importance of the spiritual battles we engage with. He wrote often about how we are in a war against evil and cautioned us to be alert to it. Just prior to describing a detailed metaphor of suiting up in spiritual armor with each of its specific components, he gave the most necessary piece of battleplan advice: “Be strong in the Lord.” 


God is ready and willing to give us everything we need for any situation. Often, however, he will wait for us to ask so we are reminded that he is our source of strength and that we should always be turned toward him. 


I am inadequate and overwhelmed without you, God. Your strength and power are what win the battles and even what carries me through each day. When I am attacked or confronted with evil, please equip me with your strength and your spiritual armor so I remember that, despite my inadequacy, I am not helpless because you are with me. 


What other battleplans does the book of Ephesians offer? 





 








JANUARY 13


PATIENCE





Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly. 


PROVERBS 14:29 NIV 


One of the best ways to learn is to listen. When we are hasty and quick to anger, we fail to glean any further understanding about the situation. Even if we are correct in our anger, there may be pieces of the controversy that we have not yet realized. Perhaps there are things we cannot see. 


Whatever the case, we have an obligation to conduct ourselves as Christ would, and his patience in the face of injustice and controversy is resolute. To act in any other way is to demonstrate foolishness before God and others. Practicing patience will increase our understanding. 


Lord, I ask for patience and greater understanding. When I feel attacked or offended, please help me to hold back my anger and pray. Reveal to me your better way and guide my mouth to speak truth into every situation. 


When did Jesus display patience in the Bible? 





 








JANUARY 14


GENTLE SPIRIT





Let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 


1 PETER 3:4 NASB 


Writing specifically to Christian wives, Peter cautioned that women find their true worth and beauty in their unseen character rather than outward appearance. As women, we are daily inundated with messages about our appearance and given insurmountable standards. Rather than striving to achieve some form of impossible physique, our focus should be on cultivating a humble and quiet heart. 


Peter is not commanding women to stay quiet but to possess a quiet spirit. To obtain this necessitates a level of peace and contentment. It means overcoming anxiety and strife, faithfully leaning on God in every aspect of life, and choosing to be gentle like Christ. It’s often easier to harden our hearts. In a world that praises impenetrable toughness, we need to choose to follow the example of Christ who was literally pierced for the sake of love. 


Lord, it is so much easier to allow my heart to grow hard and hide behind a cover of not caring. Instead, I pray that you keep me gentle and loving; keep my heart open to weep and laugh and learn. I desire to be precious in your sight. 


If not silence, what are the outward signs of a gentle and quiet spirit? 





 








JANUARY 15


TEMPERED ANGER





Be angry, and do not sin;
ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. 


PSALM 4:4 ESV 


Anger is not in itself a sin but acting malicious and impulsively is. Often the Lord is angered, but his reactions are always calculated and loving. He can see the big picture, and we cannot. Rather than act on our anger, the Bible encourages us to ponder it and opt to stay silent. 


Once submitted to the Lord, we will know how to proceed, but rarely is our reaction loving when anger is newly stirring in our hearts. Taking time to contemplate the matter and pray will help us gain perspective and keep from sinning. 


Help me in my anger, Lord. Keep my mouth and heart from sinning. I will bring every matter before you and ask for your wisdom, then I will follow your example in how I proceed. Fill me with love for others and may peace be the outcome I am striving for. 


In the moment something angers you, how can you stay tempered and keep from sinning? 





 








JANUARY 16


OVERCOME THE WORLD





“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 


JOHN 16:33 NIV 


There is no evil in this world that Christ has not already overcome. He has accounted for everything that may happen to us and guarantees that we can overcome it through his power. We can take heart and have confidence knowing that we also have secured victory because of the Lord Jesus’ resurrection. 


God has related his plan to us so we may have peace knowing that our future with him is guaranteed. Regardless of what terrible situations we face in this life, they will pass away. Christ’s kingdom is lasting and his victory is forever. 


You are the Prince of Peace and you have truly overcome the world! I also experience your peace because of the victory I am promised through you. Calm my heart when it wanders or forgets your truth, Lord Jesus, and help me to remember my position in your eternal kingdom. 


What trials shake your peace and cause you to doubt? How has Christ demonstrated that he has also overcome these trials? 





 








JANUARY 17


FOUNTAIN OF SALVATION





With joy you will drink deeply from the fountain of salvation! 


ISAIAH 12:3 NLT 


The Lord refreshes the hearts of those who choose to seek him. Not only does salvation save our souls, but it constantly rejuvenates us. God is not simply interested in numbers of followers but of cultivating a loving relationship with each of us. 


Our caring Father walks with us daily, listens to our prayers, intervenes on our behalf, and orchestrates everything for our good. When we are weary, we can turn to him, our Creator and Comforter, and drink from the fountain of his salvation. He did not fashion us and then leave us on our own; he is our Savior as well as our sustainer. 


Father, I come before you thirsty, and you never fail to quench my thirst. Over and over I return to your fountain because your grace never runs dry. Your love pours over and I am flooded with your joy. 


Do you view your salvation as a one-time gift, or as the beginning of a loving and active relationship? 





 








JANUARY 18


ABILITY





We are not saying that we can do this work ourselves. It is God who makes us able to do all that we do. 


2 CORINTHIANS 3:5 NCV 


When the Lord gives us a mission, he does not intend for us to obediently march forward in it alone, like impersonal soldiers. His invitation is to go forth with him, working together, and growing more and more in love with each other. There is no work the Lord has called us to that he will not also equip us for. 


God trains us and prepares us when we cultivate an active relationship with him. We are incapable of living a holy life without him, so it is important that we stay aware of our need for him and turn to him in the good times and the bad. 


My ability comes from you, Lord God. You train me, teach me, and raise me up. Like a loving Father, you are always nearby, imparting wisdom and showing me the way. Thank you for the work you have given me to do and the purpose you have brought to my life. 


What abilities has the Lord given you? 





 








JANUARY 19


BANISHING BITTERNESS





Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many. 


HEBREWS 12:15 NLT 


We carry more of a mantle than to simply look out for our own wellbeing, but also for the welfare of others. Peace and holiness are often achieved in our interactions with others, rather than when we are simply undisturbed. 


We cannot tolerate bitterness remaining in our bodies and wreaking havoc in our lives. Unforgiveness is in direct dissention of God, so how can we presume to have his protection and blessing if we live contrary to his commands? 


Lift my face, Lord, so I recognize the plights others around me are facing, rather than becoming too engrossed in my own. As part of a body of believers, direct me to care for others and to truly be your hands and feet on the earth. 


Who is this verse’s warning about failing to receive God’s grace speaking to? 





 








JANUARY 20


DEFENDER





The LORD defends those who suffer; he defends them in times of trouble. Those who know the LORD trust him, because he will not leave those who come to him. 


PSALM 9:9-10 NCV 


In this cruel world, those who suffer have somewhere to turn. When injustice seems to be all around us, God defends the oppressed. This world does not offer lasting hope, but the Lord extends his hand to whoever needs it, pulling them out of the mud and reestablishing them on his unshakable truth. 


If we run to God, he guarantees us a place of refuge and rest, and he will never abandon his children. 


Father, my home is with you. It is you who sets the captives free, heals the broken, and defends the weak. I can bring all my suffering and mistreatment to you because you care. My suffering may not end yet, but I know that you are standing with me, giving me the strength to endure, and creating something beautiful out of my brokenness. 


What do you need to be defended against? Do you trust the Lord to protect you? 





 








JANUARY 21


BE PATIENT





Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 


EPHESIANS 4:2 NLT 


Although we serve one God and share one faith, we are each created uniquely. Rather than reject and reprove the faults of others, we should use our strengths to help others in their weaknesses. In turn, other believers may help us when we are struggling. 


The trademarks of a true Christian are clearly communicated here. We are to be humble, gentle, patient, and loving. Over and over Christ demonstrated these characteristics, even when it was not fair, convenient, or reciprocated. As his followers, we are called to live the same way. This is how the world will recognize who Christ really is. 


Lord Jesus, you chose to live humbly, yet your life impacted the entire world and still does to this day. With your testimony as my example, please help me to walk as you walked. I will choose the humble path as well. 


What is the difference between making allowances for each other’s faults and endorsing sin? 





 








JANUARY 22


DEVOTION





They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 


ACTS 2:42 NASB 


The devil has an agenda and so does the Lord. The one is bent on destruction while the other is devoted to loving us. The choice to do nothing is to simply accept the systems of this world with all its self-gratification and spiritual numbness. The early believers understood that there was a war being waged for their souls, so they diligently took to heart the apostles’ teaching and fellowship with other believers. 


We were designed for community because we are stronger together. By fellowshipping, sharing communion, and praying together, we invite others to have an active role in our lives. We enjoy our time together, but we also confess our sins and our weaknesses. We bear each other’s burdens and stay devoted through the good times and bad. 


Thank you for establishing a family of believers who I can turn to in times of trouble. Sometimes other people can be very difficult, so please help me humble my heart to walk in service to you. 


Who have you opened your spiritual life to? Who knows your struggles and your successes? 





 








JANUARY 23


DISCIPLINE FOR LIFE





He who heeds discipline shows the way to life, but whoever ignores correction leads others astray. 


PROVERBS 10:17 NIV 


Rarely do our decisions affect us alone. Sin and love both have a way of multiplying. The Lord disciplines those he loves because he cares about our betterment. If we are humble enough to receive his loving discipline and grow from it, we can use our spiritual maturity and our learned lessons as a gift to others. Having a faith that we can share is an incredible thing! 


If we live unwilling to learn or yield, it can be to our detriment and the detriment of others. This is especially true with leaders in the church, teachers, and parents. 


Convict me of your holiness, dear God, and keep my heart from growing hard. I want to hear your voice and respond. Thank you for not allowing me to wander alone but correcting me and keeping me safely on your straight and narrow path. 


Has the Lord corrected or disciplined you lately? How did you respond? Did it make you feel loved? 





 








JANUARY 24


LOVE





Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous, it does not brag, and it is not proud. 


1 CORINTHIANS 13:4 NCV 


The love Paul is describing in this eloquent, poetic, well-known passage is agape love. It is different than brotherly love (phileo) or romantic love (eros). Agape love is godly love. Paul took great care in accurately delving into the attributes of agape love, and describing it in detail to the self-centered Corinthians. 


Agape love is not a mere feeling but an action-oriented lifestyle that we choose when we make the decision to follow God. Love means exercising patience and kindness and resisting jealousy and pride. 


Thank you for your patient and kind agape love toward me, dear Father! Thank you for filling me with that same love and sending me out as your beloved child to a lost and loveless world. Rather than bragging about what I have or being jealous of what I don’t, help me to recognize the incredible gift that love is. I want to joyfully share it with everyone. 


How can you demonstrate agape love to those closest to you today? Name some specific ways. 





 








JANUARY 25


HEAR MY VOICE





LORD, every morning you hear my voice. Every morning, I tell you what I need, and I wait for your answer. 


PSALM 5:3 NCV 


There is not a single day when the Lord is not active in your life and attentive to your voice. He is constantly guiding and guarding, fulfilling your needs, and answering your questions. At times, it may seem like he is silent or that your needs are great, but the Lord does not view matters the same way we do. 


God is answering the deeper questions and fulfilling our greater needs. Every morning, we can be assured that he hears our every prayer and will go through the day with us. 


Lord, thank you for hearing my voice and responding. Sometimes you respond in a way I do not like or did not expect, but that is because I see things temporarily from a fixed point in time. You have a much greater plan and perspective. Please help me to be patient and trust you fully. 


In the mornings when you are thinking about the day ahead, what do you ask God for? 





 








JANUARY 26


LISTEN AND OBEY





“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” 


LUKE 11:28 NIV 


How can we call Jesus our king if we do not obey what he says? What good is it to know the Scriptures if we do not follow their teachings? Out of our great love for Jesus and our devotion to him, we must study the Word of God. We should take it to heart and live our lives based on its message. 


If anyone has the answers and knows the truth, yet they choose to live otherwise, how can their lives be blessed? They have regarded their own wisdom as superior to God’s. Those who listen to the Word of God and also obey it will experience God’s blessings because they are choosing the wiser path. 


Lord, incline my ears to your truth, and give me understanding as I study your Word. As I go forward through life, I pray that you help me be obedient to the instructions I have received. May I walk in love toward you and others. 


What is an example of being obedient to God’s Word? 





 








JANUARY 27


REWARDS





“I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward each person according to their conduct, according to what their deeds deserve.” 


JEREMIAH 17:10 NIV 


We cannot hide our true intentions or heart motives from God, for he made us and knows us each intimately. He understands us completely and loves us immeasurably! He wants to give good gifts to his children, to reward us for our obedience, and to praise our good deeds. 


Like a proud Father, God searches our hearts and minds, and he delights in our faith. Even when we feel like our deeds may be small or insignificant, our heavenly Father finds pleasure in them. 


It is bewildering to me, Father, that you find pleasure in me. I am so unworthy of your love, yet you lavishly adore me and reward even my most feeble attempts. You encourage me and pick me up when I fall. Even when my faith seems weak, you take it and make something beautiful out of it. Please, search my heart and my mind, and continue to find pleasure in me. 


How have you sought to please the Lord lately? 





 








JANUARY 28


COMFORT AND STRENGTH





May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal comfort and a wonderful hope, comfort you and strengthen you in every good thing you do and say. 


2 THESSALONIANS 2:16-17 NLT 


After being confused about when the Lord Jesus would return, and after facing extreme persecution, the Thessalonians needed the Lord’s refreshing hope, comfort, and strength. By God’s grace, they were able to face every obstacle with confidence and strength. In every action and every word, they were able to choose to do good. Nothing was too much for them because God had demonstrated his love to them. 


We also can face all things and cling to what is good. Whenever we feel hopeless, tired, weak, or confused, we can find all the refreshment we need in Christ Jesus. He is our hope and our strength, our eternal comfort, and perfect lover. 


Dearest Lord Jesus, thank you for your comfort and strength. There is nothing that can steal me away from you or overpower me because you are with me and your grace is sufficient. I cling to you today and every day. 


How can you find comfort in uncomfortable times? 





 








JANUARY 29


COMMANDMENTS





“These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” 


DEUTERONOMY 6:6-7 NIV 


It is one thing to understand the commandments of God, and quite another to craft a life upon them. They are to be the compass of our lives, not a mere plaque on the wall. Others should be well aware of the commandments because of the impression we leave on them. The way we live is a testimony to what we believe, and others see us very clearly. 


These commandments should be in our conversations at home and in how we do business out of the home. The way we start our days and the way we end our days should be as obedient children of a God who cares enough to give us his commandments. 


Thank you for your commandments, God. You have given me guidelines to keep me on the road that leads to life and to show me how to have the most potential for my life. I love your Word and I will live by it daily. 


How do God’s commandments define you? 





 








JANUARY 30


TEACH AND GUIDE





Show me your ways, LORD, teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior and my hope is in you all day long. Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. 


PSALM 25:4-6 NIV 


The way of the Lord leads to life and love. Any other path divulges self-seeking and lust. Our natural inclination is to follow the road of selfish gain, but the Lord interposes and guides us back to our true purpose. He is willing to show us the way and to give us all truth, but we must be willing to follow him as our God and Savior. 


The Lord is not a trivial extra or a tradition. If he is not King of our lives, then we are certain to become lost. He is full of love and mercy for whoever puts their faith and hope in him alone. 


Thank you for leading me in love and establishing me in your mercy. I praise you because you did not allow me to continue on the path that leads to destruction. You showed me a better way. 


How does God teach and guide you? 





 








JANUARY 31


EVERYTHING





His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 


2 PETER 1:3 NIV 


Although we may be fully equipped, we still have to choose to use the gifts God has given us. He has given us everything we need, and he has also called us. We need to respond to that call. 


Peter stresses the point that it is by God’s divine power that we have received the ability to lead a godly life. We were not born with this capacity since it was given to us, and we did not earn godly aptitude since it was a gift by his glory and goodness alone. We receive all that we require by knowing him. 


Draw me closer, God, and teach me more about you every day. Even at this very moment, I am aware that you have given me everything I need for a godly life, so I will rise up and live out your glorious gift. 


Why did Peter think it was so important that his readers understand they are already equipped for every good work and in possession of everything they need? 
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