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C. Alphonso Smith's *Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Exercise Book* serves as a foundational text for those seeking to understand the complexities of the Old English language. This rigorous work features a comprehensive approach to Anglo-Saxon grammar, encompassing inflections, syntax, and a variety of reading selections that illustrate the linguistic principles discussed. With a clear, didactic style, Smith engages the reader through systematic exercises designed to reinforce mastery of the material, while the glossary provides essential clarity for terms and concepts. Contextually, this book emerges in an era of renewed interest in medieval studies, contributing significantly to the academic discourse surrounding the Anglo-Saxon period. C. Alphonso Smith, a distinguished scholar and linguistic expert, devoted much of his academic career to the study and teaching of the English language's historical roots. His deep appreciation for Old English literature, coupled with a passion for pedagogical clarity, informed his commitment to producing accessible educational resources. Smith's scholarly background and his belief in the importance of understanding linguistic heritage are reflected in the meticulous construction of this grammar book. For students, educators, and enthusiasts alike, *Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Exercise Book* is an invaluable resource that seamlessly bridges theoretical knowledge and practical application. It not only enriches one's understanding of Old English but also invites readers to engage with literature from a rich historical context, making it an essential addition to any linguistic or literary library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Noah Webster's "Webster's Unabridged Dictionary (2nd 100 Pages)" stands as a monumental achievement in the realm of lexicography, striving to define the burgeoning American identity in the early 19th century. This segment of the dictionary not only serves as a comprehensive collection of words and their meanings but also imbues American English with a sense of individuality, moving away from British influences. Through precise definitions, etymologies, and innovative spelling conventions, Webster's work manifests a literary style that intertwines clarity and scholarly rigor, reflecting the Enlightenment's emphasis on reason and education. Noah Webster (1758-1843) was a foundational figure in American education and linguistics; his passion for language was fueled by his desire to unify the fledgling nation through a distinctive American language. His experience as a teacher and his dedication to fostering an informed citizenry inspired him to produce a dictionary that transcended mere definition, aiming to shape American culture and thought. Webster'Äôs advocacy for standardization in language emerged in an era where the nation was grappling with its identity, reflecting his vision of language as a tool for unity. This book is highly recommended for linguists, historians, and anyone interested in the evolution of American English. It serves not only as a reference work but also as a lens through which to explore the social and political climate of early America. Webster's insights into the language of a young nation provide invaluable context for understanding contemporary American English and its roots.
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In "A Record of Study in Aboriginal American Languages," Daniel G. Brinton meticulously examines the myriad languages spoken by Indigenous peoples across the Americas, illuminating their complexities and intrinsic connections to cultural identity. Brinton's linguistic analysis blends descriptive and comparative methodologies, emphasizing the rich diversity within these languages and their grammatical structures. His scholarly approach situates the work within the broader context of 19th-century American ethnography and anthropology, reflecting the era's burgeoning interest in documenting and understanding indigenous cultures before they faced irrevocable changes due to colonization and modernization. Brinton, an influential figure in the development of American linguistics, was deeply motivated by his commitment to preserving Indigenous cultures and languages. His background in medicine, archaeology, and anthropology, combined with his personal experiences and collaborations with Native communities, informed his perception of the urgent need to record these languages at a time when they faced existential threats. As a pioneer of American philology, his contributions have been foundational for subsequent studies of Native American languages and cultures. Readers interested in linguistics, anthropology, or the preservation of cultural heritage will find Brinton'Äôs work invaluable. It offers a detailed and compassionate exploration of Indigenous languages that not only enriches our understanding of their structures but also deepens our appreciation of the cultures from which they arise.
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In "On English Homophones," Robert Bridges embarks on an enlightening exploration of the peculiarities and nuances of homophones in the English language. Through a meticulous examination of phonetic contrasts and contextual meanings, Bridges employs a lyrical yet analytical literary style, blending linguistic insight with poetic observation. The book situates itself within the broader context of linguistic studies and showcases the rich tapestry of English, reflecting on how sound shapes meaning in vivid and often humorous ways. Robert Bridges, an esteemed poet and scholar, draws upon his extensive background in linguistics and poetry to illuminate the complexities of English homophones. His academic pursuits, coupled with a lifelong love for language, inspired him to bridge the gap between poetic expression and linguistic precision. Bridges'Äôs unique perspective is influenced by both his literary accomplishments and his role as Poet Laureate, instilling a profound appreciation of the English language's idiosyncrasies. "On English Homophones" is a must-read for linguists, educators, and any language enthusiast interested in the playful intricacies of English. Bridges's engaging prose invites readers to delve into the delightful world of homophones, encouraging a greater understanding of language's fluidity and its impact on communication.
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In the "Preface to a Dictionary of the English Language," Samuel Johnson presents not only a comprehensive guide to the English language but also a profound exploration of its intricacies and nuances. Written in a period marked by linguistic evolution, Johnson's preface employs an eloquent style that marries clarity with intellectual rigor, offering insights into the moral and philosophical dimensions of language. This seminal work lays the groundwork for lexicography, addressing the necessity of a standardized language while highlighting the dynamism inherent in words, their meanings, and their usage over time. Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), an influential writer and lexicographer of the 18th century, was motivated by a keen interest in etymology and societal standards. His experiences as a poet, essayist, and wit shaped his understanding of language's role in culture and communication. Throughout his life, he faced personal adversities, including bouts of ill health, which further influenced his reflective approach to literature and the power of words. The "Preface to a Dictionary of the English Language" is not merely a prelude to a lexical reference; it invites readers to contemplate the beauty and complexity of their own linguistic heritage. For anyone seeking to understand the evolution of English or the philosophical underpinnings of lexicography, this work stands as a crucial reference point.
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    A language becomes a nation when its words are gathered, measured, and made its own.

Webster’s unabridged enterprise is a classic because it transformed a tool of reference into a civic instrument. More than a catalogue of meanings, it helped align the daily habits of speech and print that would shape American literature and education for generations. Its endurance rests on precision, breadth, and the audacity to claim that American usage deserved its own standards. Writers, teachers, printers, and students found in it a dependable compass. The book’s legacy persists not merely in the definitions it records but in the cultural confidence it confers: a belief that words mirror a people’s character.

Noah Webster, an American lexicographer and educator born in 1758, published An American Dictionary of the English Language in 1828. That monumental work laid the foundation for the tradition commonly associated with the title Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. While later unabridged editions bearing his name were revised by others after his death, the defining impulse is his: to describe and standardize American English on its own terms. His goals were scholarly and civic—clarity for readers, consistency for printers and schools, and a durable record of usage across the young nation. The result is both a linguistic map and a statement of independence.

At its core, this dictionary offers definitions, pronunciations, etymologies, and usage guidance, ranging from everyday vocabulary to technical and scientific terms known in Webster’s time. It gathers American words and spellings alongside inherited British forms, codifying preferences that would come to characterize American print. Webster favored spellings such as color, center, honor, and theater, choices grounded in continuity, simplification, and precedent. He drew on wide reading, comparative study of languages available to him, and the testimony of usage. The effect is a painstaking architecture of sense, a structure designed to support education, commerce, and civic discourse.

The work’s literary influence is felt less in quotation than in quiet authority. By stabilizing spelling and meaning, it underwrote the stylistic decisions of American writers who came of age in the nineteenth century and beyond. Schoolrooms adopted his norms, and printers relied on them, which meant that readers encountered a consistent English that made national publication possible. Though authors might bend or resist conventions, they did so against a standard Webster helped define. His earlier speller shaped first encounters with language; his dictionary deepened them, supplying a shared reservoir of usage that connected classrooms, newspapers, pulpits, and bookshelves.

The historical moment sharpened his project. In the early republic, political independence begged for linguistic self-possession. Expanding settlement, commerce, and scientific investigation required a vocabulary fit for new realities—flora and fauna, legal and political concepts, and the business of everyday life. A dictionary could register local terms without provincializing them, giving them place within a common standard. To that end, Webster’s work balances inheritance and innovation, accepting the past of English while recognizing American conditions. The unabridged scope signals ambition: to be comprehensive enough that readers can find what they need and consistent enough to trust what they find.

Webster’s methods reveal a belief that knowledge should be exact, public, and useful. Definitions aim for clarity and order; etymologies pursue origins as far as the scholarship of his era could credibly reach; pronunciation guides seek to make speech legible on the page. The work also reflects the moral and civic vocabulary of its time, treating words not as abstractions but as tools for conduct and community. That combination—empirical attention to usage and a concern for virtue in language—made the dictionary a teaching instrument. It invites readers to cultivate precision, which is both a linguistic and a civic virtue.

Engaging even a small portion of an unabridged dictionary can be unexpectedly narrative. As entries unfurl, families of words reveal themselves; prefixes and roots knit into patterns; definitions evolve from the concrete to the figurative. The opening stretch offers a laboratory of lexicographic choices: how to order senses, when to distinguish a technical meaning from a common one, and how to balance brevity with completeness. What emerges is the lexicographer’s voice—disciplined, patient, and attentive to lineage and use. Reading the sequence teaches a way of looking, a method for noticing relations that ordinary reading often passes by.

The name Webster became a touchstone of American lexicography, and after Noah Webster’s death, his dictionary was revised and expanded in substantial unabridged editions by later editors. Those revisions, issued by publishers who acquired the rights, extended the project while sustaining its core aim: a comprehensive, authoritative account of American English. The ongoing tradition that followed demonstrates the scalability of his original vision. To call a dictionary unabridged is to promise breadth, rigor, and a seriousness of purpose that Webster made plausible. That promise anchored a continuing standard for schools, libraries, courts, and the broader world of print.

For contemporary readers, the relevance of Webster’s unabridged tradition is practical and intellectual. In an era of shifting usage and instantaneous publication, a carefully reasoned record of meaning and spelling provides ballast. It is not a brake on change so much as a register of it, showing how words travel, specialize, and broaden. Consulting entries cultivates habits essential to critical reading: attention to nuance, awareness of context, and respect for evidence. American spellings he championed remain part of daily life, a quiet infrastructure of communication. The dictionary endures because it serves both clarity in the moment and continuity over time.

The themes that animate this work—order amid flux, community through common language, and the dance between authority and usage—accompany every page. Words do not stand still; neither does a nation. Yet a standard can coexist with vitality, providing a framework within which creativity thrives. Webster’s project honors the lived facts of speech while seeking a judicious norm. That balance invites readers to participate: to weigh meanings, compare senses, and select with care. In this way, the dictionary is both mirror and compass, reflecting current practice and guiding future choice with disciplined openness.

To introduce the opening of an unabridged Webster is to welcome readers into a disciplined curiosity. Here is a book that organizes knowledge without constraining thought, that names the world without exhausting it. Its classic status rests on scope, craft, and its role in forming a shared American idiom. Its key facts are plain—Noah Webster’s authorship, early nineteenth-century origins, and a purpose both educational and national—but their consequences are far-reaching. The result is a work that remains instructive and alive, engaging to anyone who cares how meaning is made. It endures because accuracy, like language, is a common good.





Synopsis




Table of Contents




    This synopsis covers the opening hundred pages of Noah Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, which combine prefatory matter with the initial alphabetical entries. The material establishes the work's scope, purpose, and method before presenting definitions beginning with the letter A. Readers encounter explanations of sources, conventions for spelling and pronunciation, and the system used to arrange meanings. The early pages also detail abbreviations, symbols, and labels that guide interpretation of entries. After these preliminaries, the dictionary proceeds to headwords starting with A and its related forms. This sequence introduces the reference's operational framework and then demonstrates it in practice through the earliest segments of the lexicon.

In the preface, Webster states the need for a comprehensive American dictionary reflecting the vocabulary, orthography, and usage current in the United States. He outlines how his compilation builds on earlier English lexicography while reconsidering many definitions and spellings. He identifies historical and literary authorities consulted and explains the decision to present a wide range of common and technical terms. The preface sets expectations for the breadth of coverage, noting regional usage, legal and scientific terminology, and words of classical and modern origin. It also emphasizes the dictionary's educational function, intended to support schools, professional readers, and general learners.

A methodological introduction explains the treatment of etymology and meaning. Webster traces words to roots in Latin, Greek, French, Saxon, and other Teutonic sources, and he notes occasional links to Hebrew and additional languages. He describes how primary senses are identified and how derivative and figurative senses follow. The text justifies choices in orthography, adopting American spellings in many cases while cataloging recognized variants. Attention is given to the evolution of meanings under historical usage, and to the preference for definitions grounded in observable examples. This foundation prepares readers to interpret entries consistently across disciplines and dialectal differences.

Guidance on pronunciation appears with a system of diacritical marks and stress indicators. The introduction details vowel qualities, diphthongs, and consonant distinctions, comparing frequent American and British patterns. Rules of accent placement and syllabication are given, along with examples of how words break at line ends. Symbols used in the headwords and in pronunciation keys are defined. The section clarifies the representation of silent letters, variable sounds, and regional variants judged acceptable. Together, these instructions explain how to read the phonetic cues attached to each entry and how the dictionary expects speakers to articulate standard forms.

Explanatory notes set out the abbreviations for parts of speech, fields of knowledge, and grammatical properties. They describe marks indicating transitive or intransitive verbs, count and noncount nouns, and comparative or superlative adjectives. Labels for law, medicine, theology, commerce, and other domains help situate specialized senses. The notes also explain cross-references, variant spellings, capitalization, and the treatment of proper names. Conventions for plurals and irregular forms are outlined. With this apparatus, users can parse the format of each entry quickly and understand how examples, synonyms, and citations illustrate usage across different registers and historical periods.

Before the alphabetical list begins in full, the letter A itself is introduced in its functions as symbol, vowel, and grammatical marker. The opening remarks distinguish A as the first letter, its sound values, and its role in articles and prefixes. The dictionary's arrangement of senses is illustrated: primary, literal meanings precede figurative or technical applications, and phrases are grouped after core definitions. Directions indicate how prepositions, idioms, and compound forms are handled under principal headwords. This orientation transitions the reader from general instructions to the operational layout used throughout the lexical entries.

The alphabetical entries commence with A as a letter, followed by the articles a and an, and the prepositional use signifying per or each. The prefix a-, indicating on, in, or at, is treated where etymologically appropriate, with notes on forms inherited from Old English and French. Early headwords survey terms of basic life, governance, and commerce, demonstrating the pattern of giving pronunciation, etymology, and graded senses. Obsolete and provincial words appear alongside common vocabulary, with cross-references to related roots. Frequent attention is paid to distinctions in meaning that depend on context, register, or construction.

Words beginning ab- occupy a substantial portion of these pages. Verbs such as abandon, abase, abash, abate, and abolish are defined with primary senses and secondary, figurative extensions. Nouns like abbey, abbot, abdomen, ability, and abode include structural and historical notes where necessary. Legal and civic terms, such as abatement and abduction, are presented with domain labels and concise definitions. Moral and evaluative adjectives like abject, abhorrent, and abnormal receive sense divisions that differentiate degree and context. Cross-references link families of words, including abstract, abstraction, and abstracted, clarifying derivatives, participial uses, and nominalized forms.

The alphabet advances into ac-, introducing high-frequency items and technical vocabulary. Entries such as academy, accent, accept, access, accident, accommodate, accompany, accomplish, accord, account, and accurate illustrate the book's method of ordering senses from concrete to figurative. Specialized terms from mathematics and music appear, for example accent in prosody and acute in geometry, marked by field labels. Many words list alternative spellings and variant pronunciations. By the close of the hundredth page, the reader has seen the framework applied across common verbs, abstract nouns, and specialized expressions. The overall purpose emerges: to standardize, clarify, and document American English comprehensively.
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    The immediate setting for the first hundred pages of Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary is the early American republic, centered in New England, where Noah Webster lived and worked. He was born in West Hartford, Connecticut, in 1758, graduated from Yale in 1778, and compiled his landmark lexicographical work largely in New Haven after a period in Amherst, Massachusetts. The two-volume American Dictionary of the English Language appeared in 1828, printed by Sherman Converse in New Haven. These opening pages typically include an extended preface, principles of orthography and pronunciation, and a rationale for American usage, reflecting a region steeped in schools, churches, and printing offices.

The time is defined by the transition from colonial dependence to national self-definition. Webster’s introductory matter treats language as a civic instrument, shaped by geography, education, commerce, and law in the United States between the 1780s and 1820s. New England academies, town libraries, and presses provided the intellectual infrastructure. In 1824–1825, Webster traveled to Paris, London, and Cambridge to consult major libraries, then returned to New Haven to finalize the dictionary. Thus, the book’s earliest pages emerge from a transatlantic scholarly network but are situated in a distinctly American setting that sought to standardize spelling and usage suited to republican institutions and the nation’s expanding public sphere.

The American Revolution (1775–1783), culminating in the Treaty of Paris (1783), decisively shaped Webster’s project. The war severed political ties with Britain and spurred cultural independence, including language. As a young man in wartime Connecticut, Webster taught school and conceived a national pedagogy. His 1789 Dissertation on the English Language already argued for Americanized orthography. The dictionary’s opening materials echo this revolutionary legacy by asserting the legitimacy of American pronunciation and spelling. The work positions itself as a post-Revolution instrument for national cohesion, making linguistic unity part of the same project that produced independence and republican governance.

The creation of the federal Constitution (Philadelphia, 1787) and ratification (1788) also provided a framework for Webster’s undertaking. The early republic’s legal and administrative consolidation, supported by the Postal Act of 1792 that subsidized newspaper circulation, expanded print culture and standardized public discourse. The first hundred pages of the dictionary, with their rules of orthography and pronunciation, answer the Constitution’s political uniformity with linguistic systematization. The book implies that a shared vocabulary and spelling convention are essential for the transmission of laws, court opinions, and civic knowledge across states, thereby reinforcing the nation’s constitutional order through common usage.

The forging of a national education system, even before formal state bureaucracies existed, was the event that most directly shaped Webster’s dictionary. After the Revolution, town schools and academies multiplied across the Northeast and into the Old Northwest. Webster’s own A Grammatical Institute of the English Language, Part I (the American Spelling Book, 1783) became the most widely used school text of the early republic, selling tens of millions of copies over the nineteenth century. In 1789 he published his Dissertation on the English Language, urging simplified spellings such as color, honor, and center, and elevating American usage as legitimate. He toured states to promote educational reform and common textbooks, arguing that republican citizenship required literate, standardized communication. This nation-building through schooling continued as he compiled his Compendious Dictionary (1806), a precursor to the 1828 two-volume work. The 1828 dictionary formalized decades of classroom practice by codifying orthography, pronunciation guides, and definitions that matched the needs of American courts, commerce, and schools. Its preface and orthographic principles, typically encountered in the first hundred pages, reveal a pedagogy-inflected vision: rules are stated for teachers, examples are usable by students, and Americanisms are defended with citations from domestic history, geography, and law. Webster insisted that uniform spelling across the states would reduce confusion in contracts and legal proceedings and improve the efficacy of newspapers, the mail, and the census. He framed lexicography as practical civics: a nation spread from Maine to the Mississippi would rely on shared forms of written English to transact trade, adjudicate disputes, and educate citizens. In this sense, the dictionary’s early sections are the curricular capstone of post-Revolutionary educational nation-building.

The expansion of common schools and academy education between the 1790s and 1830s forms a crucial backdrop. States funded district schools; towns established subscription academies; and teachers sought uniform materials. Later, Horace Mann’s leadership of the Massachusetts Board of Education (from 1837) systematized gains already underway. Webster’s first hundred pages, with detailed rules on letters, syllabication, and accent, were designed for this burgeoning classroom culture. The dictionary reinforced a common school ideal: that reading, spelling, and civics converge. It mirrored educational reforms by supplying a reliable reference for teachers and printers, anchoring a shared standard for textbooks and public writing.

The Second Great Awakening (c. 1790s–1840s), especially intense in New England and upstate New York, influenced moral and social vocabulary. Revivals inspired movements in temperance, Sabbath observance, and benevolent societies. Webster experienced a personal religious deepening around 1808 and later produced a revision of the King James Bible (1833). His dictionary definitions often reflect ethical concerns and civic virtues alongside descriptive meanings. The early pages, laying out linguistic principles, implicitly align with a culture that saw language as a vehicle for moral improvement. The book thus engages a religiously energized public sphere that sought clarity, sobriety, and uplift in print.

The rise of comparative philology in Europe transformed linguistic scholarship during Webster’s career. Sir William Jones’s 1786 proposal of an Indo-European family, Rasmus Rask’s work (1818), Franz Bopp’s comparative grammar (from 1816), and Jacob Grimm’s Deutsche Grammatik (1819–1837) shaped etymological method. Webster studied more than twenty languages, consulted Anglo-Saxon and Gothic sources, and engaged Hebrew and classical tongues. While some of his etymologies diverged from later consensus, he advanced American participation in this international field. The dictionary’s introductory sections cite sources and methods, signaling that American English would be studied with the same scholarly rigor as British or continental traditions.

Webster’s research trip to Europe in 1824–1825 symbolized the transatlantic foundation of the work. He examined manuscripts and lexicons at the British Museum in London, consulted holdings at the University of Cambridge, and visited libraries in Paris. These resources allowed him to refine pronunciations, etymologies, and citations. The dictionary’s earliest pages acknowledge this labor by outlining authorities and methodological choices. The journey connected New Haven’s presses to European archives, enabling an American dictionary to stand on primary sources. In effect, the preface and principles pages advertise that American scholarship could meet European standards while serving distinctly American needs.

Industrial and publishing innovations in the early nineteenth century made a large dictionary feasible. Steam-powered presses, introduced to British newspapers in 1814 and adopted in American cities in the following decades, increased output. Stereotype plates, used widely in the United States by the 1820s, reduced costs for large reprints. Sherman Converse’s New Haven operation printed the 1828 two-volume set, which included roughly 70,000 entries. The first hundred pages often exhibit careful typography for phonetic marks and syllabication, made possible by improved typesetting. The economics of cheaper paper, expanding canals and roads, and a national postal system enabled broad distribution of such a technically demanding book.

American copyright law provided both protection and friction for lexicographers. The U.S. Copyright Act of 1790 created renewable terms; the 1831 revision extended durations and coverage for certain works. Webster publicly complained about piracy of his speller and advocated stronger protections. After his death in 1843, George and Charles Merriam of Springfield, Massachusetts, purchased rights to his 1840 second edition and issued an 1847 revision. The early pages’ assertions of scholarly labor implicitly defend the work’s value in a competitive market. The legal regime and subsequent commercial stewardship shaped how Webster’s standards entered classrooms and offices across the nation.

Spelling reform and standardization were signature social projects tied to the dictionary. Webster promoted forms like color, honor, and center, and rationalized -ize morphology. He favored American pronunciations that reflected common usage rather than elite British fashions. The first hundred pages articulate these choices, offering tables of letters, accents, and rules of syllabication. The reforms were not merely cosmetic; simplified, consistent forms aided printers, teachers, and courts. Over time, American newspapers, schools, and government documents largely adopted Websterian spellings, institutionalizing a national written standard. The dictionary thus served as a practical policy for language without requiring legislative decree.

Territorial expansion and contact with Indigenous and frontier vocabularies reshaped American English. The Louisiana Purchase (1803) and the Lewis and Clark expedition (1804–1806) brought new flora, fauna, and cultural terms into print. Words of Algonquian origin such as skunk and moose, and frontier borrowings from Spanish and French, entered common usage. Webster’s dictionary incorporated Americanisms and explained regional terms, signaling that the national lexicon encompassed the continent’s realities. The early sections justify this inclusion: American English would not be a colonial variant but a language reflecting plains, rivers, and settlements. This aligns the work with geographic nationalism and scientific description.

Immigration and urbanization in the 1820s and 1830s increased linguistic diversity in ports like New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. The Steerage Act of 1819 required passenger lists, marking a new era of recorded inflows, especially from Ireland and German states. This demographic change intensified demand for schools, primers, and dictionaries that could teach standard English to newcomers. Webster’s initial pages, with clear rules and pronunciation guides, addressed the needs of teachers who instructed mixed classrooms. By stabilizing spelling and accent, the dictionary functioned as a tool of assimilation and civic integration in rapidly growing, multilingual urban centers.

Public debates over lexicographical authority—sometimes called the American dictionary wars—followed Webster’s achievements. Joseph E. Worcester’s dictionaries (notably 1846 and later) challenged editions bearing Webster’s name under Merriam’s stewardship. Newspapers, schools, and state offices sometimes chose sides, and publishers issued competing pronouncing keys and orthographic rules. While these controversies intensified after 1828, they were rooted in the standards Webster laid down in his prefaces and principles. The contested authority visible in the earliest pages of the Unabridged tradition thus mirrors a broader American negotiation over expertise, regional usage, and the balance between prescription and description.

Webster’s direct involvement in national politics and journalism informed his lexicography. In New York City he founded The American Minerva in 1793, the city’s first daily newspaper, and the weekly Herald, a Gazette for the Country, championing Federalist policies including support for Washington’s administration and the Jay Treaty (1794–1795). His editorials argued that language could unify public opinion and civic virtue. The dictionary’s early material, with its insistence on clarity, uniformity, and accessible rules, embodies the same program: to make a populous, partisan republic governable by anchoring debate and law in shared definitions and standardized spelling.

As a social and political critique, the book contests cultural dependence on Britain and the class-bound prestige of metropolitan pronunciation. The preface and orthographic rules democratize authority by grounding standards in widespread American usage and practical pedagogy rather than aristocratic fashion. By elevating Americanisms, regularizing spelling, and clarifying legal and scientific terms, the dictionary exposes barriers that dialect, inconsistent orthography, and imported snobberies placed before citizens. It critiques disunion in print—regional confusion, printerly chaos, and pedagogical inequality—and proposes a republican remedy: a common linguistic infrastructure through which law, commerce, education, and moral discourse can operate with fairness and precision.
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    Noah Webster was an American lexicographer, educator, and public intellectual active from the late eighteenth to the early nineteenth century. Best known for shaping a distinctly American standard of English, he sought to align language, schooling, and civic life in the new republic. His textbooks, especially the so‑called Blue‑Backed Speller, taught generations of students, while his American Dictionary of the English Language helped codify American usage and spellings that diverged from British norms. Across journalism, pedagogy, and political writing, he argued that a shared language and informed citizenry were essential to national identity, leaving a lasting imprint on American culture and education.

Raised in colonial Connecticut, Webster received a classical education and graduated from Yale College during the era of the American Revolution. He studied law after college, but early work as a schoolteacher sharpened his interest in pedagogy and language reform. Enlightenment ideas, revolutionary republicanism, and Protestant moral thought shaped his outlook, as did exposure to British grammarians and lexicographers. The disruptions of wartime schooling impressed on him the need for reliable materials produced in America. Combining legal training with classroom experience, he began to conceive a comprehensive plan for instruction that would unify spelling, grammar, and reading in service of civic virtue and national coherence.

In the late 1780s he published A Grammatical Institute of the English Language, a three‑part series comprising a speller, a grammar, and a reader. Part I, widely called the Blue‑Backed Speller, became a staple in American schools for decades, introducing consistent spelling and graded lessons. Webster framed literacy as a public good, connecting correct usage to social order and republican citizenship. He also issued essays on education that promoted standardized curricula and teacher professionalism. The speller’s success established his national reputation and financed more ambitious projects. It simultaneously reflected and advanced his belief that an American variety of English should be taught on its own terms.

Webster’s public career extended beyond classrooms. He wrote political tracts supporting the federal Constitution and a stronger national government, aiming to foster unity among states with varied laws and customs. He advocated for authors’ rights and played an early role in campaigns that led to state and federal copyright protections. Turning to journalism, he edited the American Minerva in New York, a venue for news and vigorous commentary. These activities made him a prominent, sometimes polarizing, public voice. Yet they also reinforced his central themes: that language, law, and education were intertwined foundations for a stable republic guided by informed, morally grounded citizens.

His first lexicographic landmark was A Compendious Dictionary of the English Language in the early 1800s, a concise work that tested methods he would expand dramatically. Webster studied etymologies and compared cognates across classical and modern languages, arguing that definitions should be rooted in historical development and current American usage. He proposed practical spelling reforms to simplify orthography—favoring forms like color and center—while discarding more radical changes if they lacked public acceptance. To consult manuscripts and major libraries, he traveled in the United States and Europe, deepening the research base for a comprehensive dictionary that would reflect both scholarly rigor and American linguistic realities.

The American Dictionary of the English Language appeared in the late 1820s, with a sweeping vocabulary that included technical terms, Americanisms, and extensive etymological notes. It embodied his conviction that definitions should describe meanings in actual use, including in law, science, and everyday life, sometimes inflected by biblical and moral reference points common to the period. Initial reception was mixed—praised for scope, questioned for certain etymologies and reforms—but the work soon proved indispensable to schools, libraries, and households. A later, expanded edition followed in the next decade. Together, these volumes became the touchstone for American lexicography, shaping reference and classroom practice nationwide.

In his later years, Webster continued revising his dictionary and participating in educational and civic debates from New England, maintaining a public profile as a scholar‑reformer. He died in the early 1840s, after seeing his lexicographic project broadly embraced. Following his death, publishers acquired rights to his dictionary and issued revised editions that carried his influence forward under the Merriam name. Today, he is remembered as a nation‑builder of language: the architect of American spelling conventions, a pioneer of mass literacy through schoolbooks, and a model of ambitious, evidence‑seeking lexicography. His works remain studied for their methods, cultural aims, and enduring impact on American English.
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<— begin Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary - 1913 —>
<—										 p. 1 —>

A (named ? in the English, and most commonly „ in other languages). The first letter of the English and of many other alphabets. The capital A of the alphabets of Middle and Western Europe, as also the small letter (a), besides the forms in Italic, black letter, etc., are all descended from the old Latin A, which was borrowed from the Greek Alpha, of the same form; and this was made from the first letter (?) of the Phoenician alphabet[1], the equivalent of the Hebrew Aleph, and itself from the Egyptian origin. The Aleph was a consonant letter, with a guttural breath sound that was not an element of Greek articulation; and the Greeks took it to represent their vowel Alpha with the „ sound, the Phoenician alphabet having no vowel symbols.


This letter, in English, is used for several different vowel sounds. See Guide to pronunciation,  43Ð74. The regular long a, as in fate, etc., is a comparatively modern sound, and has taken the place of what, till about the early part of the 17th century, was a sound of the quality of „ (as in far).


2. (Mus.) The name of the sixth tone in the model major scale (that in C), or the first tone of the minor scale, which is named after it the scale in A minor. The second string of the violin is tuned to the A in the treble staff. Ð A sharp (A#) is the name of a musical tone intermediate between A and B.Ð A flat (A?) is the name of a tone intermediate between A and G.


A per se[3] (L. per se by itself), one pre‰minent; a nonesuch. [Obs.]


O fair Creseide, the flower and A per se


Of Troy and Greece.


Chaucer[2].


A (? emph. ?). 1. [Shortened form of an. AS. ? one. See One.] An adjective, commonly called the indefinite article, and signifying one or any, but less emphatically. ½At a birth¸; ½In a word¸; ½At a blow¸. Shak. It is placed before nouns of the singular number denoting an individual object, or a quality individualized, before collective nouns, and also before plural nouns when the adjective few or the phrase great many or good many is interposed; as, a dog, a house, a man; a color; a sweetness; a hundred, a fleet, a regiment; a few persons, a great many days. It is used for an, for the sake of euphony, before words beginning with a consonant sound [for exception of certain words beginning with h, see An]; as, a table, a woman, a year, a unit, a eulogy, a ewe, a oneness, such a one, etc. Formally an was used both before vowels and consonants.


2. [Originally the preposition a (an, on).] In each; to or for each; as, ½twenty leagues a day¸, ½a hundred pounds a year¸, ½a dollar a yard¸, etc.


A (?), prep. [Abbreviated form of an (AS. on). See On.] 1. In; on; at; by. [Obs.] ½A God's name.¸ ½Torn a pieces.¸ ½Stand a tiptoe.¸ ½A Sundays¸ Shak. ½Wit that men have now a days.¸ Chaucer. ½Set them a work.¸ Robynson (More's Utopia)


2. In process of; in the act of; into; to; Ð used with verbal substantives in Ðing which begin with a consonant. This is a shortened form of the preposition an which was used before the vowel sound); as in a hunting, a building, a begging. ½Jacob, when he was a dying¸ Heb. xi. 21. ½We'll a birding together.¸ ½ It was a doing.¸ Shak. ½He burst out a laughing.¸ Macaulay. The hyphen may be used to connect a with the verbal substantive (as, aÐhunting, aÐbilding) or the words may be written separately. This form of expression is now for the most part obsolete, the a being omitted and the verbal substantive treated as a participle.


A. [From AS. of off, from. See Of.] Of. [Obs.] ½The name of John a Gaunt.¸ ½What time a day is it ?¸ Shak. ½It's six a clock.¸ B. Jonson.


A. A barbarous corruption of have, of he, and sometimes of it and of they. ½So would I a done¸ ½A brushes his hat.¸


Shak.


A. An expletive, void of sense, to fill up the meter


A merry heart goes all the day[1q],


Your sad tires in a mileÐa.


Shak.


AÐ. A, as a prefix to English words, is derived from various sources. (1) It frequently signifies on or in (from an, a forms of AS. on), denoting a state, as in afoot, on foot, abed, amiss, asleep, aground, aloft, away (AS. onweg), and analogically, ablaze, atremble, etc. (2) AS. of off, from, as in adown (AS. ofdne off the dun or hill). (3) AS. ? (Goth. usÐ, urÐ, Ger. erÐ), usually giving an intensive force, and sometimes the sense of away, on, back, as in arise, abide, ago. (4) Old English yÐ or iÐ (corrupted from the AS. inseparable particle geÐ, cognate with OHG. gaÐ, giÐ, Goth. gaÐ), which, as a prefix, made no essential addition to the meaning, as in aware. (5) French … (L. ad to), as in abase, achieve. (6) L. a, ab, abs, from, as in avert. (7) Greek insep. prefix ? without, or privative, not, as in abyss, atheist; akin to E. unÐ.


Besides these, there are other sources from which the prefix a takes its origin.


A 1 (?). A registry mark given by underwriters (as at Lloyd's) to ships in firstÐclass condition. Inferior grades are indicated by A 2 and A 3.


A 1 is also applied colloquially to other things to imply superiority; prime; firstÐclass; firstÐrate.


ØAam (?), n. [D. aam, fr. LL. ama; cf. L hama a water bucket, Gr. ?] A Dutch and German measure of liquids, varying in different cities, being at Amsterdam about 41 wine gallons, at Antwerp 36«, at Hamburg 38¬. [Written also Aum and Awm.]


ØAard¶Ðvark· (?), n. [D., earthÐpig.] (Zo”l.) An edentate mammal, of the genus Orycteropus, somewhat resembling a pig, common in some parts of Southern Africa. It burrows in the ground, and feeds entirely on ants, which it catches with its long, slimy tongue.


ØAard¶Ðwolf· (?), n. [D, earthÐwolf] (Zo”l.) A carnivorous quadruped (Proteles Lalandii), of South Africa, resembling the fox and hyena. See Proteles.


AaÏron¶ic (?), AaÏron¶icÏal (?),} a. Pertaining to Aaron, the first high priest of the Jews.


Aar¶on's rod· (?). [See Exodus vii. 9 and Numbers xvii. 8] 1. (Arch.) A rod with one serpent twined around it, thus differing from the caduceus of Mercury, which has two.


2. (Bot.) A plant with a tall flowering stem; esp. the great mullein, or hagÐtaper, and the goldenÐrod.


AbÐ (?). [Latin prep., etymologically the same as E. of, off. See Of.] A prefix in many words of Latin origin. It signifies from, away , separating, or departure, as in abduct, abstract, abscond. See AÐ(6).


ØAb (?), n. [Of Syriac origin.] The fifth month of the Jewish year according to the ecclesiastical reckoning, the eleventh by the civil computation, coinciding nearly with August.


W.Smith.


ØAb¶aÏca (?), n. [The native name.] The ManilaÐhemp plant (Musa textilis); also, its fiber. See Manila hemp under Manila.


AÏbac¶iÏnate (?), v.t. [LL. abacinatus, p.p. of abacinare; ab off+bacinus a basin.] To blind by a redÐhot metal plate held before the eyes. [R.]


AÏbac·iÏna¶tion (?), n. The act of abacinating. [R.]


ØAb·aÏcis¶cus (?), n. [Gr.?, dim of ?. See Abacus.] (Arch.) One of the tiles or squares of a tessellated pavement; an abaculus.


Ab¶aÏcist (?), n. [LL abacista, fr. abacus.] One who uses an abacus in casting accounts; a calculator.


AÏback¶ (?), adv. [Pref. aÐ + back; AS. on ? at, on, or toward the back. See Back.] 1. Toward the back or rear; backward. ½Therewith aback she started.¸


Chaucer.


2. Behind; in the rear.


Knolles.


3. (Naut.) Backward against the mast;Ðsaid of the sails when pressed by the wind.


Totten.


To be taken aback. (a) To be driven backward against the mast;Ðsaid of the sails, also of the ship when the are thus driven. (b) To be suddenly checked, baffled, or discomfited.


Dickens.


Ab¶ack (?), n. An abacus. [Obs.]


B.Jonson.


AbÏac¶tiÏnal (?), a. [L. ab + E. actinal.] (Zo”l.) Pertaining to the surface or end opposite to the mouth in a radiate animal;Ðopposed to actinal. ½The aboral or abactinal area.¸


L.Agassiz.


AbÏac¶tion (?), n. Stealing cattle on a large scale. [Obs.]


AbÏac¶tor (?), n. [L., fr. abigere to drive away; ab+agere to drive.] (Law) One who steals and drives away cattle or beasts by herds or droves. [Obs.]


ØAÏbac¶uÏlus (?), n. ; pl. Abaculi (?). [L., dim. of abacus.] (Arch.) A small tile of glass, marble, or other substance, of various colors, used in making ornamental patterns in mosaic pavements.


Fairholt.


Ab¶aÏcus (?), n.; E. pl. Abacuses[6] ; L. pl. Abaci (?). [L. abacus, abax, ?] 1. A table or tray strewn with sand, anciently used for drawing, calculating, etc. [Obs.]


2. A calculating table or frame; an instrument for performing arithmetical calculations by balls sliding on wires, or counters in grooves, the lowest line representing units, the second line, tens, etc. It is still employed in China.


3. (Arch.) (a) The uppermost member or division of the capital of a column, immediately under the architrave. See Column. (b) A tablet, panel, or compartment in ornamented or mosaic work.


4. A board, tray, or table, divided into perforated compartments, for holding cups, bottles, or the like; a kind of cupboard, buffet, or sideboard.


Abacus harmonicus (Mus.), an ancient diagram showing the structure and disposition of the keys of an instrument.


Crabb.


Ab¶aÏda (?), n. [Pg., the female rhinoceros.] The rhinoceros. [Obs.]


Purchas.


AÏbad¶don (?), n. [Heb. ? destruction, abyss, fr. ? to be lost, to perish.] 1. The destroyer, or angel of the bottomless pit; Ð the same as Apollyon and Asmodeus.


2. Hell; the bottomless pit. [Poetic]


In all her gates, Abaddon rues


Thy bold attempt.


Milton.


AÏbaft¶ (?), prep. [Pref. aÐon + OE. baft, baften, biaften, AS.?; be by + ? behind. See After, Aft, By.] (Naut.) Behind; toward the stern from; as, abaft the wheelhouse.


Abaft the beam. See under Beam.


AÏbaft¶, adv. (Naut.) Toward the stern; aft; as, to go abaft.


AÏbai¶sance (?), n. [For obeisance; confused with F. abaisser, E. abase] Obeisance. [Obs.]


Jonson.


AÏbai¶ser (?), n. Ivory black or animal charcoal.


Weale.



									<p. 2>

	AÏbaist¶ (?), p.p. Abashed; confounded; discomfited. [Obs.]
Chaucer.
	AbÏal¶ienÏate (?), v.t. [L. abalienatus, p.p. of abalienare; ab + alienus foreign, alien. See Alien.] 1. (Civil Law) To transfer the title of from one to another; to alienate.
	2. To estrange; to withdraw. [Obs.]
	3. To cause alienation of (mind).
Sandys.
	AbÏal·ienÏa¶tion (?), n. [L. abalienatio: cf. F. abalianation.] The act of abalienating; alienation; estrangement. [Obs.]
	ØAb·aÏlo¶ne (?), n. (Zo”l.) A univalve mollusk of the genus Haliotis. The shell is lined with motherÐofÐpearl, and used for ornamental purposes; the seaÐear. Several large species are found on the coast of California, clinging closely to the rocks.
	AÏband¶ (?), v.t. [Contracted from abandon.]
	1. To abandon. [Obs.]
	 Enforced the kingdom to aband.
Spenser.
	2. To banish; to expel. [Obs.]
Mir. for Mag.
	AÏban¶don (?), v.t. [imp. & p.p. Abandoned (?); p.pr. & vb.n. Abandoning .] [OF. abandoner, F.abandonner; a (L. ad)+bandon permission, authority, LL. bandum, bannum, public proclamation, interdiction, bannire to proclaim, summon: of Germanic origin; cf. Goth. bandwjan to show by signs, to designate OHG. banproclamation. The word meant to proclaim, put under a ban, put under control; hence, as in OE., to compel, subject, or to leave in the control of another, and hence, to give up. See Ban.] 1. To cast or drive out; to banish; to expel; to reject. [Obs.]
	That he might … abandon them from him.
Udall.
	Being all this time abandoned from your bed.
Shak.
	2. To give up absolutely; to forsake entirely ; to renounce utterly; to relinquish all connection with or concern on; to desert, as a person to whom one owes allegiance or fidelity; to quit; to surrender.
	Hope was overthrown, yet could not be abandoned.
I. Taylor.
	3. Reflexively : To give (one's self) up without attempt at selfÐcontrol ; to yield (one's self) unrestrainedly ; Ð often in a bad sense.
	He abandoned himself … to his favorite vice.
Macaulay.
	4. (Mar. Law) To relinquish all claim to; Ð used when an insured person gives up to underwriters all claim to the property covered by a policy, which may remain after loss or damage by a peril insured against.
	Syn.Ð To give up; yield; forego; cede; surrender; resign; abdicate; quit; relinquish; renounce; desert; forsake; leave; retire; withdraw from. Ð To Abandon, Desert, Forsake. These words agree in representing a person as giving up or leaving some object, but differ as to the mode of doing it. The distinctive sense of abandon is that of giving up a thing absolutely and finally; as, to abandon one's friends, places, opinions, good or evil habits, a hopeless enterprise, a shipwrecked vessel. Abandon is more widely applicable than forsake or desert. The Latin original of desert appears to have been originally applied to the case of deserters from military service. Hence, the verb, when used of persons in the active voice, has usually or always a bad sense, implying some breach of fidelity, honor, etc., the leaving of something which the person should rightfully stand by and support; as, to desert one's colors, to desert one's post, to desert one's principles or duty. When used in the passive, the sense is not necessarily bad; as, the fields were deserted, a deserted village, deserted halls. Forsake implies the breaking off of previous habit, association, personal connection, or that the thing left had been familiar or frequented; as, to forsake old friends, to forsake the paths of rectitude, the blood forsook his cheeks. It may be used either in a good or in a bad sense.
	AÏban¶don, n. [F. abandon. fr. abandonner. See Abandon, v.] Abandonment[4]; relinquishment. [Obs.]
	ØA·ban·don¶ (?), n. [F. See Abandon.] A complete giving up to natural impulses; freedom from artificial constraint; careless freedom or ease.
	AÏban¶doned (?), a. 1. Forsaken, deserted. ½Your abandoned streams.¸
Thomson.
	2. SelfÐabandoned, or given up to vice; extremely wicked, or sinning without restraint; irreclaimably wicked ; as, an abandoned villain.
	Syn.Ð Profligate; dissolute; corrupt; vicious; depraved; reprobate; wicked; unprincipled; graceless; vile. Ð Abandoned, Profligate, Reprobate. These adjectives agree in expressing the idea of great personal depravity. Profligate has reference to open and shameless immoralities, either in private life or political conduct; as, a profligate court, a profligate ministry. Abandoned is stronger, and has reference to the searing of conscience and hardening of heart produced by a man's giving himself wholly up to iniquity; as, a man of abandoned character. Reprobate describes the condition of one who has become insensible to reproof, and who is morally abandoned and lost beyond hope of recovery.
	 God gave them over to a reprobate mind.
Rom. i. 28.
	AÏban¶donedÏly, adv. Unrestrainedly.
	AÏban·donÏee¶ (?), n. (Law) One to whom anything is legally abandoned.
	AÏban¶donÏer (?), n. One who abandons.
Beau. & Fl.
	AÏban¶donÏment (?), n. [Cf. F. abandonnement.]
	1. The act of abandoning, or the state of being abandoned; total desertion; relinquishment.
	The abandonment of the independence of Europe.
Burke.
	2. (Mar. Law) The relinquishment by the insured to the underwriters of what may remain of the property insured after a loss or damage by a peril insured against.
	3. (Com. Law) (a) The relinquishment of a right, claim, or privilege, as to mill site, etc. (b) The voluntary leaving of a person to whom one is bound by a special relation, as a wife, husband, or child; desertion.
	4. Careless freedom or ease; abandon. [R.]
Carlyle.
	ØAÏban¶Ïdum (?), n. [LL. See Abandon.] (Law) Anything forfeited or confiscated.
	Ab¶aÏnet (?), n. See Abnet.
	ØAÏban¶ga (?), n. [Name given by the negroes in the island of St. Thomas.] A West Indian palm; also the fruit of this palm, the seeds of which are used as a remedy for diseases of the chest.
	Ab·anÏna¶tion (?), Ab·anÏnition (?),} n. [LL. abannatio; ad + LL. bannire to banish.] (Old Law) Banishment. [Obs.]
Bailey.
	Ab·arÏtic·uÏla¶tion (?), n. [L. ab + E. articulation : cf. F. abarticulation . See Article.] (Anat.) Articulation, usually that kind of articulation which admits of free motion in the joint; diarthrosis.
Coxe.
	AÏbase¶ (?), v.t. [imp.&p.p. Abased (?); p.pr. & vb. n. Abasing.] [F. abaisser, LL. abassare, abbassare ; ad + bassare, fr. bassus low. See Base, a.]
	1. To lower or depress; to throw or cast down; as, to abase the eye. [Archaic]
Bacon.
	Saying so, he abased his lance.
Shelton.
	2. To cast down or reduce low or lower, as in rank, office, condition in life, or estimation of worthiness; to depress; to humble; to degrade.
	Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased.
Luke xiv.ll.
	Syn.Ð To Abase, Debase, Degrade. These words agree in the idea of bringing down from a higher to a lower state. Abase has reference to a bringing down in condition or feelings; as to abase one's self before God. Debase has reference to the bringing down of a thing in purity, or making it base. It is, therefore, always used in a bad sense, as, to debase the coin of the kingdom, to debase the mind by vicious indulgence, to debase one's style by coarse or vulgar expressions. Degrade has reference to a bringing down from some higher grade or from some standard. Thus, a priest is degraded from the clerical office. When used in a moral sense, it denotes a bringing down in character and just estimation; as, degraded by intemperance, a degrading employment, etc. ½Art is degraded when it is regarded only as a trade.¸
	AÏbased¶ (?), a. 1. Lowered; humbled.
	2. (Her.) [F. abaiss‚.] Borne lower than usual, as a fess; also, having the ends of the wings turned downward towards the point of the shield.
	AÏbas¶edÏly (?), adv. Abjectly; downcastly.
	AÏbase¶ment (?), n. [Cf. F. abaissement.] The act of abasing, humbling, or bringing low; the state of being abased or humbled; humiliation.
	AÏbas¶er (?), n. He who, or that which, abases.
	AÏbash¶ (?), v.t. [imp. & p.p. Abashed (?); p.pr. & vb. n. Abashing.] [OE. abaissen, abaisshen, abashen, OF.esbahir, F. ‚bahir, to astonish, fr. L. ex + the interjection bah, expressing astonishment. In OE. somewhat confused with abase. Cf. Finish.] To destroy the selfÐpossession of; to confuse or confound, as by exciting suddenly a consciousness of guilt, mistake, or inferiority; to put to shame; to disconcert; to discomfit.
	Abashed, the devil stood,
	And felt how awful goodness is.
Milton.
	He was a man whom no check could abash.
Macaulay.
	Syn.Ð To confuse; confound; disconcert; shame. Ð To Abash, Confuse, Confound. Abash is a stronger word than confuse, but not so strong as confound. We are abashed when struck either with sudden shame or with a humbling sense of inferiority; as, Peter was abashed in the presence of those who are greatly his superiors. We are confused when, from some unexpected or startling occurrence, we lose clearness of thought and selfÐpossession. Thus, a witness is often confused by a severe crossÐexamination; a timid person is apt to be confused in entering a room full of strangers. We are confounded when our minds are overwhelmed, as it were, by something wholly unexpected, amazing, dreadful, etc., so that we have nothing to say. Thus, a criminal is usually confounded at the discovery of his guilt.
	Satan stood
	Awhile as mute, confounded what to say.
Milton.
	AÏbash¶edÏly (?), adv. In an abashed manner.
	AÏbash¶ment (?), n. [Cf. F. ‚bahissement.] The state of being abashed; confusion from shame.
	ØAÏbas¶si (?), ØAÏbas¶sis (?),} n. [Ar.& Per.?, belonging to Abas (a king of Persia).] A silver coin of Persia, worth about twenty cents.
	AÏbat¶aÏble (?), a. Capable of being abated; as, an abatable writ or nuisance.
	AÏbate¶ (?), v.t. [imp.& p.p. Abated, p.pr.& vb.n. Abating.] [OF. abatre to beat down, F. abattre, LL. abatere; ab or ad + batere, battere (popular form for L. batuere to beat). Cf. Bate, Batter.]
	1. To beat down; to overthrow. [Obs.]
	The King of Scots … sore abated the walls.
Edw.Hall.
	2. To bring down or reduce from a higher to a lower state, number, or degree; to lessen; to diminish; to contract; to moderate; toto cut short; as, to abate a demand; to abate pride, zeal, hope.
	His eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.
Deut.xxxiv.7.
	3. To deduct; to omit; as, to abate something from a price.
	Nine thousand parishes, abating the odd hundreds.
Fuller.
	4. To blunt. [Obs.]
	To abate the edge of envy.
Bacon.
	5. To reduce in estimation; to deprive. [Obs.]
	She hath abated me of half my train.
Shak.
	6. (Law) (a) To bring entirely down or put an end to; to do away with; as, to abate a nuisance, to abate a writ. (b) (Eng. Law) To diminish; to reduce. Legacies are liable to be abated entirely or in proportion, upon a deficiency of assets.
	To abate a tax, to remit it either wholly or in part.
	AÏbate¶ (?), v.i. [See Abate, v.t.] 1. To decrease, or become less in strength or violence; as, pain abates, a storm abates.
	The fury of Glengarry … rapidly abated.
Macaulay.
	2. To be defeated, or come to naught; to fall through; to fail; as, a writ abates.
	To abate into a freehold, To abate in lands (Law), to enter into a freehold after the death of the last possessor, and before the heir takes possession. See Abatement, 4.
	Syn.Ð To subside; decrease; intermit; decline; diminish; lessen. Ð To Abate, Subside. These words, as here compared, imply a coming down from some previously raised or exited state. Abate expresses this in respect to degrees, and implies a diminution of force or of intensity; as, the storm abates, the cold abates, the force of the wind abates; or, the wind abates, a fever abates. Subside (to settle down) has reference to a previous state of agitation or commotion; as, the waves subside after a storm, the wind subsides into a calm. When the words are used figuratively, the same distinction should be observed. If we conceive of a thing as having different degrees of intensity or strength, the word to be used is abate. Thus we say, a man's anger abates, the ardor of one's love abates, ½Winter rage abates¸. But if the image be that of a sinking down into quiet from preceding excitement or commotion, the word to be used is subside; as, the tumult of the people subsides, the public mind subsided into a calm. The same is the case with those emotions which are tumultuous in their nature; as, his passion subsides, his joy quickly subsided, his grief subsided into a pleasing melancholy. Yet if, in such cases, we were thinking of the degree of violence of the emotion, we might use abate; as, his joy will abate in the progress of time; and so in other instances.
	AÏbate (?), n. Abatement. [Obs.]
Sir T.Browne.
	AÏbate¶ment (?), n. [OF. abatement , F. abattement.] 1. The act of abating, or the state of being abated; a lessening, diminution, or reduction; removal or putting an end to; as, the abatement of a nuisance is the suppression thereof.
	2. The amount abated; that which is taken away by way of reduction; deduction; decrease; a rebate or discount allowed.
	3. (Her.) A mark of dishonor on an escutcheon.
	4. (Law) The entry of a stranger, without right, into a freehold after the death of the last possessor, before the heir or devisee.
Blackstone.
	Defense in abatement, Plea in abatement, (Law), plea to the effect that from some formal defect ( e.g. misnomer, want of jurisdiction) the proceedings should be abated.
	AÏbat¶er (?), n. One who, or that which, abates.
	Ab¶aÏtis, Aba¶tÏtis,} (?) n. [F. abatis, abattis, mass of things beaten or cut down, fr. abattre. See Abate.] (Fort.) A means of defense formed by felled trees, the ends of whose branches are sharpened and directed outwards, or against the enemy.
	Ab¶aÏtised (?), a. Provided with an abatis.
	AÏba¶tor (?), n. (Law) (a) One who abates a nuisance. (b) A person who, without right, enters into a freehold on the death of the last possessor, before the heir or devisee.
Blackstone.
	ØA·bat·toir¶ (?), n.; pl. Abattoirs (?). [F., fr. abattre to beat down. See Abate.] A public slaughterhouse for cattle, sheep, etc.
	Ab¶aÏture (?), n. [F. abatture, fr. abattre. See Abate.] Grass and sprigs beaten or trampled down by a stag passing through them.
Crabb.
	ØA·bat·voix¶ (?), n. [F. abattre to beat down + voix voice.] The soundingÐboard over a pulpit or rostrum.
	AbÏawed¶ (?), p.p. [Perh. p.p. of a verb fr. OF. abaubir to frighten, disconcert, fr. L. ad + balbus stammering.] Astonished; abashed. [Obs.]
Chaucer.
	AbÏax¶iÏal (?), AbÏax¶ile (?),} a. [L. ab + axis axle.] (Bot.) Away from the axis or central line; eccentric.
Balfour.
	AÏbay¶ (?), n. [OF. abay barking.] Barking; baying of dogs upon their prey. See Bay. [Obs.]
	Abb (?), n. [AS. ?; pref. aÐ + web. See Web.] Among weaves, yarn for the warp. Hence, abb wool is wool for the abb.
	Ab¶ba (?), n. [Syriac ? father. See Abbot.] Father; religious superior; Ð in the Syriac, Coptic, and Ethiopic churches, a title given to the bishops, and by the bishops to the patriarch.
	Ab¶baÏcy (?), n.; pl. Abbacies (?). [L. abbatia, fr. abbas, abbatis, abbot. See Abbey.] The dignity, estate, or jurisdiction of an abbot.
	AbÏba¶tial (?), a. [LL. abbatialis : cf. F. abbatial.] Belonging to an abbey; as, abbatial rights.
	AbÏbat¶icÏal (?), a. Abbatial. [Obs.]
	ØAb¶b‚· (?), n.[F. abb‚. See Abbot.] The French word answering to the English abbot, the head of an abbey; but commonly a title of respect given in France to every one vested with the ecclesiastical habit or dress.
Littr‚.
	µ After the 16th century, the name was given, in social parlance, to candidates for some priory or abbey in the gift of the crown. Many of these aspirants became well known in literary and fashionable life. By further extension, the name came to be applied to unbeneficed secular ecclesiastics generally.
	Ab¶bess (?), n. [OF.abaesse, abeesse, F. abbesse, L. abbatissa, fem. of abbas, abbatis, abbot. See Abbot.] A female superior or governess of a nunnery, or convent of nuns, having the same authority over the nuns which the abbots have over the monks. See Abbey.
	Ab¶bey (?), n.; pl. Abbeys (?). [OF. aba‹e, F. abbaye, L. abbatia, fr. abbas abbot. See Abbot.] 1. A monastery or society of persons of either sex, secluded from the world and devoted to religion and celibacy; also, the monastic building or buildings.
	µ The men are called monks, and governed by an abbot; the women are called nuns, and governed by an abbess.
	2. The church of a monastery.

							<— p. 3 —>

In London, the Abbey means Westminster Abbey, and in Scotland, the precincts of the Abbey of Holyrood. The name is also retained for a private residence on the site of an abbey; as, Newstead Abbey, the residence of Lord Byron.


Syn.Ð Monastery; convent; nunnery; priory; cloister. See Cloister.



Ab¶bot (?), n. [AS. abbod, abbad, L. abbas, abbatis, Gr. ?, fr. Syriac ? father. Cf. Abba, Abb.]


1. The superior or head of an abbey.


2. One of a class of bishops whose sees were formerly abbeys.


Encyc.Brit.


Abbot of the people, a title formerly given to one of the chief magistrates in Genoa. Ð Abbot of Misrule[5] (or Lord of Misrule), in medi‘val times, the master of revels, as at Christmas; in Scotland called the Abbot of Unreason.


Encyc.Brit.



Ab¶botÏship (?), n. [Abbot + Ïship.] The state or office of an abbot.


AbÏbre¶viÏate (?), v.t. [imp. & p.p. Abbreviated (?); p.pr. & vb.n. Abbreviating.] [L. abbreviatus, p.p. of abbreviare; ad + breviare to shorten, fr. brevis short. See Abridge.] 1. To make briefer; to shorten; to abridge; to reduce by contraction or omission, especially of words written or spoken.


It is one thing to abbreviate by contracting, another by cutting off.


Bacon.


2. (Math.) To reduce to lower terms, as a fraction.


AbÏbre¶viÏate (?), a. [L. abbreviatus, p.p.] 1. Abbreviated; abridged; shortened. [R.] ½The abbreviate form.¸


Earle.


2. (Biol.) Having one part relatively shorter than another or than the ordinary type.


AbÏbre¶viÏate, n. An abridgment. [Obs.]


Elyot.


AbÏbre¶viÏa·ted (?), a. Shortened; relatively short; abbreviate.


AbÏbre·viÏa¶tion (?), n. [LL. abbreviatio: cf. F. abbr‚viation.] 1. The act of shortening, or reducing.


2. The result of abbreviating; an abridgment.


Tylor.


3. The form to which a word or phrase is reduced by contraction and omission; a letter or letters, standing for a word or phrase of which they are a part; as, Gen. for Genesis; U.S.A. for United States of America.


4. (Mus.) One dash, or more, through the stem of a note, dividing it respectively into quavers, semiquavers, or demiÐsemiquavers.


Moore.


AbÏbre¶viÏa·tor (?), n. [LL.: cf. F. abbr‚viateur.] 1. One who abbreviates or shortens.


2. One of a college of seventyÐtwo officers of the papal court whose duty is to make a short minute of a decision on a petition, or reply of the pope to a letter, and afterwards expand the minute into official form.


AbÏbre¶viÏaÏtoÏry (?), a. Serving or tending to abbreviate; shortening; abridging.


AbÏbre¶viÏaÏture (?), n. 1. An abbreviation; an abbreviated state or form. [Obs.]


2. An abridgment; a compendium or abstract.


This is an excellent abbreviature of the whole duty of a Christian.


Jer. Taylor.


Abb¶ wool (?). See Abb.


A B C¶ (?). 1. The first three letters of the alphabet, used for the whole alphabet.


2. A primer for teaching the alphabet and first elements of reading. [Obs.]


3. The simplest rudiments of any subject; as, the A B Cÿof finance.


A B C book, a primer.


Shak.


ØAb¶dal (?), n. [Ar. badÆl, pl. abd¾l, a substitute, a good, religious man, saint, fr. badalaÿto change, substitute.] A religious devotee or dervish in Persia.


AbÏde¶riÏan (?), a. [From Abdera, a town in Thrace, of which place Democritus, the Laughing Philosopher, was a native.] Given to laughter; inclined to foolish or incessant merriment.


AbÏde¶rite (?), n. [L. Abderita, Abderites, fr. Gr. '?.] An inhabitant of Abdera, in Thrace.


The Abderite, Democritus, the Laughing Philosopher.


Ab¶dest (?), n. [Per. ¾bdast; ab water + dast hand.] Purification by washing the hands before prayer; Ð a Mohammedan rite.


Heyse.


Ab¶diÏcaÏble (?), a. Capable of being abdicated.


Ab¶diÏcant (?), a. [L. abdicans, p.pr. of abdicare.] Abdicating; renouncing; Ð followed by of.


Monks abdicant of their orders.


Whitlock.


Ab¶diÏcant, n. One who abdicates.


Smart.


Ab¶diÏcate (?), v.t. [imp. & p.p. Abdicated (?); p.pr. & vb.n. Abdicating.] [L. abdicatus, p.p. of abdicare; ab + dicare to proclaim, akin to dicere to say. See Diction.] 1. To surrender or relinquish, as sovereign power; to withdraw definitely from filling or exercising, as a high office, station, dignity; as, to abdicate the throne, the crown, the papacy.


µ The word abdicate was held to mean, in the case of James II., to abandon without a formal surrender.


The crossÐbearers abdicated their service.


Gibbon.


2. To renounce; to relinquish; Ð said of authority, a trust, duty, right, etc.


He abdicates all right to be his own governor.


Burke.


The understanding abdicates its functions.


Froude.


3. To reject; to cast off. [Obs.]


Bp. Hall.


4. (Civil Law) To disclaim and expel from the family, as a father his child; to disown; to disinherit.


Syn. - To give up; quit; vacate; relinquish; forsake; abandon; resign; renounce; desert. Ð To Abdicate, Resign. Abdicate commonly expresses the act of a monarch in voluntary and formally yielding up sovereign authority; as, to abdicate the government. Resign is applied to the act of any person, high or low, who gives back an office or trust into the hands of him who conferred it. Thus, a minister resigns, a military officer resigns, a clerk resigns. The expression, ½The king resigned his crown,¸ sometimes occurs in our later literature, implying that he held it from his people. Ð There are other senses of resign which are not here brought into view.


Ab¶diÏcate (?), v.i. To relinquish or renounce a throne, or other high office or dignity.


Though a king may abdicate for his own person, he cannot abdicate for the monarchy.


Burke.


Ab·diÏca¶tion (?), n. [L. abdicatio: cf. F. abdication.] The act of abdicating; the renunciation of a high office, dignity, or trust, by its holder; commonly the voluntary renunciation of sovereign power; as, abdication of the throne, government, power, authority.


Ab¶diÏcaÏtive (?), a. [L. abdicativus.] Causing, or implying, abdication. [R.]


Bailey.


Ab¶diÏca·tor (?), n. One who abdicates.


Ab¶diÏtive (?), a. [L. abditivus, fr. abdereÿto hide.] Having the quality of hiding. [R.]


Bailey.


Ab¶diÏtoÏry (?), n. [L. abditorium.] A place for hiding or preserving articles of value.


Cowell.


AbÏdo¶men (?), n. [L. abdomen (a word of uncertain etymol.): cf. F. abdomen.] 1. (Anat.) The belly, or that part of the body between the thorax and the pelvis. Also, the cavity of the belly, which is lined by the peritoneum, and contains the stomach, bowels, and other viscera. In man, often restricted to the part between the diaphragm and the commencement of the pelvis, the remainder being called the pelvic cavity.


2. (Zo”l.) The posterior section of the body, behind the thorax, in insects, crustaceans, and other Arthropoda.


AbÏdom¶iÏnal (?), a. [Cf. F. abdominal.] 1. Of or pertaining to the abdomen; ventral; as, the abdominal regions, muscles, cavity.


2. (Zo”l.) Having abdominal fins; belonging to the Abdominales; as, abdominal fishes.


Abdominal ring (Anat.), a fancied ringlike opening on each side of the abdomen, external and superior to the pubes; Ð called also inguinal ring.


AbÏdom¶iÏnal, n.; E. pl. Abdominals, L. pl. Abdominales. A fish of the group Abdominales.


ØAbÏdom·iÏna¶les (?), n. pl. [NL., masc. pl.] (Zo”l.) A group including the greater part of freshÐwater fishes, and many marine ones, having the ventral fins under the abdomen behind the pectorals.


ØAbÏdom·iÏna¶liÏa (?), n. pl. [NL., neut. pl.] (Zo”l.) A group of cirripeds having abdominal appendages.


AbÏdom·iÏnos¶coÏpy (?), n. [L. abdomen + Gr. ? to examine.] (Med.) Examination of the abdomen to detect abdominal disease.


AbÏdom·iÏnoÏthoÏrac¶ic (?), a. Relating to the abdomen and the thorax, or chest.


AbÏdom¶iÏnous (?), a. Having a protuberant belly; potÐbellied.


Gorgonius sits, abdominous and wan,


Like a fat squab upon a Chinese fan.


Cowper.


AbÏduce¶ (?), v.t. [imp. & p.p. Abduced (?); p.pr. & vb.n. Abducing.] [L. abducereÿto lead away; ab + ducere to lead. See Duke, and cf. Abduct.] To draw or conduct away; to withdraw; to draw to a different part. [Obs. or Archaic]


If we abduce the eye unto corner, the object will not duplicate.


Sir T.Browne.


AbÏdu¶cent (?), a. [L. abducens, p.pr. of abducere.] (Physiol.) Drawing away from a common center, or out of the median line; as, the abducent muscles. Opposed to adducent.


AbÏduct¶ (?), v.t. [imp. & p.p. Abducted (?); p.pr. & vb.n. Abducting.] [L. abductus, p.p. of abducere. See Abduce.] 1. To take away surreptitiously by force; to carry away (a human being) wrongfully and usually by violence; to kidnap.


2. To draw away, as a limb or other part, from its ordinary position.


AbÏduc¶tion (?), n. [L. abductio: cf. F. abduction.] 1. The act of abducing or abducting; a drawing apart; a carrying away.


Roget.


2. (Physiol.) The movement which separates a limb or other part from the axis, or middle line, of the body.


3. (Law) The wrongful, and usually the forcible, carrying off of a human being; as, the abduction of a child, the abduction of an heiress.


4. (Logic) A syllogism or form of argument in which the major is evident, but the minor is only probable.


AbÏduc¶tor (?), n. [NL.] 1. One who abducts.


2. (Anat.) A muscle which serves to draw a part out, or form the median line of the body; as, the abductor oculi, which draws the eye outward.


AÏbeam¶ (?), adv. [Pref. aÏ + beam.] (Naut.) On the beam, that is, on a line which forms a right angle with the ship's keel; opposite to the center of the ship's side.


AÏbear¶ (?), v.t. [AS. ¾beran; pref. ¾Ï + beran to bear.] 1. To bear; to behave. [Obs.]


So did the faery knight himself abear.


Spenser.


2. To put up with; to endure. [Prov.]


Dickens.


AÏbear¶ance (?), n. Behavior. [Obs.]


Blackstone.


AÏbear¶ing, n. Behavior. [Obs.]


Sir. T.More.


A·beÏceÏda¶riÏan (?), n. [L. abecedarius. A word from the first four letters of the alphabet.] 1. One who is learning the alphabet; hence, a tyro.


2. One engaged in teaching the alphabet.


Wood.


A·beÏceÏda¶riÏan, A·beÏce¶daÏry (?), } a. Pertaining to, or formed by, the letters of the alphabet; alphabetic; hence, rudimentary.


Abecedarian psalms, hymns, etc., compositions in which (like the 119th psalm in Hebrew) distinct portions or verses commence with successive letters of the alphabet.


Hook.


A·beÏce¶daÏry (?), n. A primer; the first principle or rudiment of anything. [R.]


Fuller.


AÏbed¶ (?), adv. [Pref. aÏ in, on + bed.] 1. In bed, or on the bed.


Not to be abed after midnight.


Shak.


2. To childbed (in the phrase ½brought abed,¸ that is, delivered of a child).


Shak.


AÏbeg¶ge (?). Same as Aby. [Obs.]


Chaucer.


AÏbele¶ (?), n. [D. abeel (abeelÐboom), OF. abel, aubel, fr. a dim. of L. albus white.] The white polar (Populus alba).


Six abeles i' the churchyard grow.


Mrs. Browning.


AÏbel¶iÏan (?), A¶belÏite (?), A·belÏo¶niÏan (?), } n. (Eccl. Hist.) One of a sect in Africa (4th century), mentioned by St. Augustine, who states that they married, but lived in continence, after the manner, as they pretended, of Abel.


A¶belÏmosk· (?), n. [NL. abelmoschus, fr. Ar. abuÐlÐmisk father of musk, i.e., producing musk. See Musk.] (Bot.) An evergreen shrub (Hibiscus Ð formerly AbelmoschusÐmoschatus), of the East and West Indies and Northern Africa, whose musky seeds are used in perfumery and to flavor coffee; Ð sometimes called musk mallow.


Ab· erÐdeÐvine¶ (?), n. (Zo”l.) The European siskin (Carduelis spinus), a small green and yellow finch, related to the goldfinch.


AbÏerr¶ (?), v.i. [L. aberrare. See Aberrate.] To wander; to stray. [Obs.]


Sir T.Browne.


AbÏer¶rance (?), AbÏer¶ranÏcy (?), } n. State of being aberrant; a wandering from the right way; deviation from truth, rectitude, etc.


Aberrancy of curvature (Geom.), the deviation of a curve from a circular form.


AbÏer¶rant (?), a. [L. aberrans, Ïrantis, p.pr. of aberrare.] See Aberr.] 1. Wandering; straying from the right way.


2. (Biol.) Deviating from the ordinary or natural type; exceptional; abnormal.


The more aberrant any form is, the greater must have been the number of connecting forms which, on my theory, have been exterminated.


Darwin.


Ab¶erÏrate (?), v.i. [L. aberratus, p.pr. of aberrare; ab + errare to wander. See Err.] To go astray; to diverge. [R.]


Their own defective and aberrating vision.


De Quincey.


Ab·erÏra¶tion (?), n. [L. aberratio: cf. F. aberration. See Aberrate.] 1. The act of wandering; deviation, especially from truth or moral rectitude, from the natural state, or from a type. ½The aberration of youth.¸ Hall. ½Aberrations from theory.¸ Burke.


2. A partial alienation of reason. ½Occasional aberrations of intellect.¸ Lingard.


Whims, which at first are the aberrations of a single brain, pass with heat into epidemic form.


I.Taylor.


3. (Astron.) A small periodical change of position in the stars and other heavenly bodies, due to the combined effect of the motion of light and the motion of the observer; called annual aberration, when the observer's motion is that of the earth in its orbit, and dairy or diurnal aberration, when of the earth on its axis; amounting when greatest, in the former case, to 20.4'', and in the latter, to 0.3''. Planetaryÿaberration is that due to the motion of light and the motion of the planet relative to the earth.


4. (Opt.) The convergence to different foci, by a lens or mirror, of rays of light emanating from one and the same point, or the deviation of such rays from a single focus; called spherical aberration, when due to the spherical form of the lens or mirror, such form giving different foci for central and marginal rays; and chromatic aberration, when due to different refrangibilities of the colored rays of the spectrum, those of each color having a distinct focus.


5. (Physiol.) The passage of blood or other fluid into parts not appropriate for it.


6. (Law) The producing of an unintended effect by the glancing of an instrument, as when a shot intended for A glances and strikes B.


Syn. - Insanity; lunacy; madness; derangement; alienation; mania; dementia; hallucination; illusion; delusion. See Insanity.


Ab·erÏra¶tionÏal (?), a. Characterized by aberration.


Ab·eÏrun¶cate (?), v.t. [L. aberuncare, for aberruncare. See Averruncate.] To weed out. [Obs.]


Bailey.


Ab·eÏrun¶caÏtor (?), n. A weeding machine.


AÏbet¶ (?), v.t. [imp. & p.p. Abetted (?); p.pr. & vb.n. Abetting.] [OF. abeter; a (L. ad) + beter to bait (as a bear), fr. Icel. beita to set dogs on, to feed, originally, to cause to bite, fr. Icel. bÆtaÿto bite, hence to bait, to incite. See Bait, Bet.] 1. To instigate or encourage by aid or countenance; Ð used in a bad sense of persons and acts; as, to abet an illÐdoer; to abet one in his wicked courses; to abet vice; to abet an insurrection. ½The whole tribe abets the villany.¸


South.


Would not the fool abet the stealth,


Who rashly thus exposed his wealth?


Gay.


2. To support, uphold, or aid; to maintain; Ð in a good sense. [Obs.]r duty is urged, and our confidence abetted.


Jer. Taylor.


3. (Law)To contribute, as an assistant or instigator, to the commission of an offense.


Syn. - To incite; instigate; set on; egg on; foment; advocate; countenance; encourage; second; uphold; aid; assist; support; sustain; back; connive at.


AÏbet¶ (?), n. [OF. abet, fr. abeter.] Act of abetting; aid. [Obs.]


Chaucer.


AÏbet¶ment (?), n. The act of abetting; as, an abetment of treason, crime, etc.


AÏbet¶tal (?), n. Abetment. [R.]



<— 								p. 4 —>

AÏbet¶ter, AÏbetÏtor } (#), n. One who abets; an instigator of an offense or an offender.
µ The form abettor is the legal term and also in general use.
Syn. Ð Abettor, Accessory, Accomplice. These words denote different degrees of complicity in some deed or crime. An abettor is one who incites or encourages to the act, without sharing in its performance. An accessory supposes a principal offender. One who is neither the chief actor in an offense, nor present at its performance, but accedes to or becomes involved in its guilt, either by some previous or subsequent act, as of instigating, encouraging, aiding, or concealing, etc., is an accessory.  An accomplice is one who participates in the commission of an offense, whether as principal or accessory. Thus in treason, there are no abettors or accessories,  but all are held to be principals or accomplices.
Ab·eÏvac¶uÏa¶tion (#), n. [Pref. abÏ + evacuation.] (Med.) A partial evacuation.
Mayne.
AÏbey¶ance (#), n. [OF. abeance expectation, longing; a (L. ad) + baer, beer, to gape, to look with open mouth, to expect, F. bayer, LL. badare to gape.] 1. (Law) Expectancy; condition of being undetermined.
µ When there is no person in existence in whom an inheritance (or a dignity) can vest, it is said to be in abeyance, that is, in expectation; the law considering it as always potentially existing, and ready to vest whenever a proper owner appears.
Blackstone.
2. Suspension; temporary suppression.
Keeping the sympathies of love and admiration in a dormant state, or state of abeyance.
De Quincey.
AÏbey¶anÏcy (#), n. Abeyance. [R.]
Hawthorne.
AÏbey¶ant (#), a. Being in a state of abeyance.
Ø Ab¶hal (#), n. The berries of a species of cypress in the East Indies.
AbÏhom¶iÏnaÏble (#), a. Abominable. [A false orthography anciently used; h was foisted into various words; hence abholish, for abolish, etc.]
This is abhominable, which he [Don Armado] would call abominable.
Shak. Love's Labor's Lost, v. 1.
AbÏhom·iÏnal (#), a. [L. ab away from + homo, hominis, man.] Inhuman. [Obs.]
Fuller.
AbÏhor¶ (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Abhorred (#); p. pr. & vb. n. Abhorring.] [L. abhorrere; ab + horrere to bristle, shiver, shudder: cf. F. abhorrer. See Horrid.] 1. To shrink back with shuddering from; to regard with horror or detestation; to feel excessive repugnance toward; to detest to extremity; to loathe.
Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.
Rom. xii. 9.
2. To fill with horror or disgust. [Obs.]
It doth abhor me now I speak the word.
Shak.
3. (Canon Law) To protest against; to reject solemnly. [Obs.]
I utterly abhor, yea, from my soul
Refuse you for my judge.
Shak.
Syn. Ð To hate; detest; loathe; abominate. See Hate.
AbÏhor¶, v. i. To shrink back with horror, disgust, or dislike; to be contrary or averse; Ð with from. [Obs.] ½To abhor from those vices.¸
Udall.
Which is utterly abhorring from the end of all law.
Milton.
AbÏhor¶rence (#), n. Extreme hatred or detestation; the feeling of utter dislike.
AbÏhor¶renÏcy (#), n. Abhorrence. [Obs.]
Locke.
AbÏhor¶rent (#), a. [L. abhorens, Ïrentis, p. pr. of abhorrere.] 1. Abhorring; detesting; having or showing abhorrence; loathing; hence, strongly opposed to; as, abhorrent thoughts.
The persons most abhorrent from blood and treason.
Burke.
The arts of pleasure in despotic courts
I spurn abhorrent.
Clover.
2. Contrary or repugnant; discordant; inconsistent; Ð followed by to. ½Injudicious profanation, so abhorrent to our stricter principles.¸
Gibbon.
3. Detestable. ½Pride, abhorrent as it is.¸
I. Taylor.
AbÏhor¶rentÏly, adv. With abhorrence.
AbÏhor¶rer (#), n. One who abhors.
Hume.
AbÏhor¶riÏble (#), a. Detestable. [R.]
AbÏhor¶ring (#), n. 1. Detestation.
Milton.
2. Object of abhorrence.
Isa. lxvi. 24.
Ø A¶bib (#), n. [Heb. abÆb, lit. an ear of corn. The month was so called from barley being at that time in ear.] The first month of the Jewish ecclesiastical year, corresponding nearly to our April. After the Babylonish captivity this month was called Nisan.
Kitto.
AÏbid¶ance (#), n. The state of abiding; abode; continuance; compliance (with).
The Christians had no longer abidance in the holy hill of Palestine.
Fuller.
A judicious abidance by rules.
Helps.
AÏbide¶ (#), v. i. [imp. & p. p. Abode (#), formerly Abid (#); p. pr. & vb. n. Abiding (#).] [AS. ¾bÆdan; pref. ? (cf. Goth. usÏ, G. erÏ, orig. meaning out) + bÆdan to bide. See Bide.] 1. To wait; to pause; to delay. [Obs.]
Chaucer.
2. To stay; to continue in a place; to have one's abode; to dwell; to sojourn; Ð with with before a person, and commonly with at or in before a place.
Let the damsel abide with us a few days.
Gen. xxiv. 55.
3. To remain stable or fixed in some state or condition; to continue; to remain.
Let every man abide in the same calling.
1 Cor. vii. 20.
Followed by by: To abide by. (a) To stand to; to adhere; to maintain.
The poor fellow was obstinate enough to abide by what he said at first.
Fielding.
(b) To acquiesce; to conform to; as, to abide by a decision or an award.
AÏbide¶, v. t. 1. To wait for; to be prepared for; to await; to watch for; as, I abide my time. ½I will abide the coming of my lord.¸
Tennyson.
[Obs., with a personal object.]
Bonds and afflictions abide me.
Acts xx. 23.
2. To endure; to sustain; to submit to.
[Thou] shalt abide her judgment on it.
Tennyson.
3. To bear patiently; to tolerate; to put up with.
She could not abide Master Shallow.
Shak.
4. [Confused with aby to pay for. See Aby.] To stand the consequences of; to answer for; to suffer for.
Dearly I abide that boast so vain.
Milton.
AÏbid¶er (#), n. 1. One who abides, or continues. [Obs.] ½Speedy goers and strong abiders.¸
Sidney.
2. One who dwells; a resident.
Speed.
AÏbid¶ing, a. Continuing; lasting.
AÏbid¶ingÏly, adv. Permanently.
Carlyle.
Ø A¶biÏes (#), n. [L., fir tree.] (Bot.) A genus of coniferous trees, properly called Fir, as the balsam fir and the silver fir. The spruces are sometimes also referred to this genus.
Ab¶iÏeÏtene (#), n. [L. abies, abietis,  a fir tree.] A volatile oil distilled from the resin or balsam of the nut pine (Pinus sabiniana) of California.
Ab·iÏet¶ic (#), a. Of or pertaining to the fir tree or its products; as, abietic acid, called also sylvic acid.
Watts.
Ab¶iÏeÏtin, Ab¶iÏeÏtine } (#), n. [See Abietene.] (Chem.) A resinous obtained from Strasburg turpentine or Canada balsam. It is without taste or smell, is insoluble in water, but soluble in alcohol (especially at the boiling point), in strong acetic acid, and in ether.
Watts.
Ab·iÏtin¶ic (#), a. Of or pertaining to abietin; as, abietinic acid.
Ab¶iÏtite (#), n. (Chem.) A substance resembling mannite, found in the needles of the common silver fir of Europe (Abies pectinata).
Eng. Cyc.
Ab¶iÏgail (#), n. [The proper name used as an appellative.] A lady's waitingÐmaid.
Pepys.
Her abigail reported that Mrs. Gutheridge had a set of night curls for sleeping in.
Leslie.
AÏbil¶iÏment (#), n. Habiliment. [Obs.]
AÏbil¶iÏty (#), n.; pl. Abilities (#). [F. habilet‚, earlier spelling habilit‚ (with silent h), L. habilitas aptitude, ability, fr. habilis apt. See Able.] The quality or state of being able; power to perform, whether physical, moral, intellectual, conventional, or legal; capacity; skill or competence in doing; sufficiency of strength, skill, resources, etc.; Ð in the plural, faculty, talent.
Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren.
Acts xi. 29.
Natural abilities are like natural plants, that need pruning by study.
Bacon.
The public men of England, with much of a peculiar kind of ability.
Macaulay.
Syn. Ð Capacity; talent; cleverness; faculty; capability; efficiency; aptitude; aptness; address; dexterity; skill. Ability, Capacity. These words come into comparison when applied to the higher intellectual powers. Ability has reference to the active exercise of our faculties. It implies not only native vigor of mind, but that ease and promptitude of execution which arise from mental training. Thus, we speak of the ability with which a book is written, an argument maintained, a negotiation carried on, etc. It always something to be done, and the power of doing it. Capacity has reference to the receptive powers. In its higher exercises it supposes great quickness of apprehension and breadth of intellect, with an uncommon aptitude for acquiring and retaining knowledge. Hence it carries with it the idea of resources and undeveloped power. Thus we speak of the extraordinary capacity of such men as Lord Bacon, Blaise Pascal, and Edmund Burke. ½Capacity,¸ says H. Taylor, ½is requisite to devise, and ability to execute, a great enterprise.¸ The word abilities, in the plural, embraces both these qualities, and denotes high mental endowments.
AÏbime¶ or AÏbyme¶ (#), n. [F. abŒme. See Abysm.] A abyss. [Obs.]
Ab·iÏoÏgen¶eÏsis (#), n. [Gr. ? priv. + ? life + ?, origin, birth.] (Biol.) The supposed origination of living organisms from lifeless matter; such genesis as does not involve the action of living parents; spontaneous generation; Ð called also abiogeny, and opposed to biogenesis.
I shall call the… doctrine that living matter may be produced by not living matter, the hypothesis of abiogenesis.
Huxley, 1870.
Ab·iÏoÏgeÏnet¶ic (#), a. (Biol.) Of or pertaining to abiogenesis. Ð Ab·iÏoÏgeÏnet¶icÏalÏly (#), adv.
Ab·iÏog¶eÏnist (#), n. (Biol.) One who believes that life can be produced independently of antecedent.
Huxley.
Ab·iÏog¶eÏnous (#), a. (Biol.) Produced by spontaneous generation.
Ab·iÏog¶eÏny (#), n. (Biol.) Same as Abiogenesis.
Ab·iÏoÏlog¶icÏal (#), a. [Gr. ? priv. + E. biological.] Pertaining to the study of inanimate things.
AbÏir¶riÏtant (#), n. (Med.) A medicine that diminishes irritation.
AbÏir¶riÏtate (#), v. t. [Pref. abÏ + irritate.] (Med.) To diminish the sensibility of; to debilitate.
AbÏir·riÏta¶tion (#), n. (Med.) A pathological condition opposite to that of irritation; debility; want of strength; asthenia.
AbÏir¶riÏtaÏtive (#), a. (Med.) Characterized by abirritation or debility.
AÏbit¶ (#), 3d sing. pres. of Abide. [Obs.]
Chaucer.
Ab¶ject (#), a. [L. abjectus, p. p. of abjicere to throw away; ab + jacere to throw. See Jet a shooting forth.] 1. Cast down; lowÐlying. [Obs.]
From the safe shore their floating carcasses
And broken chariot wheels; so thick bestrown
Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood.
Milton.
2. Sunk to a law condition; down in spirit or hope; degraded; servile; groveling; despicable; as, abject posture, fortune, thoughts. ½Base and abject flatterers.¸ Addison. ½An abject liar.¸ Macaulay.
And banish hence these abject, lowly dreams.
Shak.
Syn. Ð Mean; groveling; cringing; meanÐspirited; slavish; ignoble; worthless; vile; beggarly; contemptible; degraded.
AbÏject¶ (#), v. t. [From Abject, a.] To cast off or down; hence, to abase; to degrade; to lower; to debase. [Obs.]
Donne.
Ab¶ject (#), n. A person in the lowest and most despicable condition; a castaway. [Obs.]
Shall these abjects, these victims, these outcasts, know any thing of pleasure?
I. Taylor.
AbÏject¶edÏness (#), n. A very abject or low condition; abjectness. [R.]
 Boyle.
 AbÏjec¶tion (#), n. [F. abjection, L. abjectio.] 1. The act of bringing down or humbling. ½The abjection of the king and his realm.¸
Joe.
2. The state of being rejected or cast out. [R.]
An adjection from the beatific regions where God, and his angels and saints, dwell forever.
Jer. Taylor.
3. A low or downcast state; meanness of spirit; abasement; degradation.
That this should be termed baseness, abjection of mind, or servility, is it credible?
Hooker.
Ab¶jectÏly (#), adv. Meanly; servilely.
Ab¶jectÏness, n. The state of being abject; abasement; meanness; servility.
Grew.
AbÏjudge¶ (#), v. t. [Pref. abÏ + judge, v. Cf. Abjudicate.] To take away by judicial decision. [R.]
AbÏju¶diÏcate (#), v. t. [L. abjudicatus, p. p. of abjudicare; ab + judicare. See Judge, and cf. Abjudge.] To reject by judicial sentence; also, to abjudge. [Obs.]
Ash.
AbÏju·diÏca¶tion (#), n. Rejection by judicial sentence. [R.]
Knowles.
Ab¶juÏgate (#), v. t. [L. abjugatus, p. p. of abjugare.] To unyoke. [Obs.]
Bailey.
AbÏjunc¶tive (#), a. [L. abjunctus, p. p. of abjungere; ab + jungere to join.] Exceptional. [R.]
It is this power which leads on from the accidental and abjunctive to the universal.
I. Taylor.
Ab·juÏra¶tion (#), n. [L. abjuratio: cf. F. abjuration.] 1. The act of abjuring or forswearing; a renunciation upon oath; as, abjuration of the realm, a sworn banishment, an oath taken to leave the country and never to return.
2. A solemn recantation or renunciation; as, an abjuration of heresy.
Oath of abjuration, an oath asserting the right of the present royal family to the crown of England, and expressly abjuring allegiance to the descendants of the Pretender.
Brande & C.
AbÏju¶raÏtoÏry (#), a. Containing abjuration.
AbÏjure¶ (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Abjured (#); p. pr. & vb. n. Abjuring (#).] [L. abjurare to deny upon oath; ab + jurare to swear, fr. jus, juris, right, law; cf. F. abjurer. See Jury.] 1. To renounce upon oath; to forswear; to disavow; as, to abjure allegiance to a prince. To abjure the realm, is to swear to abandon it forever.
2. To renounce or reject with solemnity; to recant; to abandon forever; to reject; repudiate; as, to abjure errors. ½Magic I here abjure.¸
Shak.
Syn. Ð See Renounce.
AbÏjure¶, v. i. To renounce on oath.
Bp. Burnet.
AbÏjure¶ment (#), n. Renunciation. [R.]
AbÏjur¶er (#), n. One who abjures.
AbÏlac¶tate (#), v. t. [L. ablactatus, p. p. of ablactare; ab + lactare to suckle, fr. lac milk.] To wean. [R.]
Bailey.
Ab·lacÏta¶tion (#). n. 1. The weaning of a child from the breast, or of young beasts from their dam.
Blount.
2. (Hort.) The process of grafting now called inarching, or grafting by approach.
AbÏla¶queÏate (#), v. t. [L. ablaqueatus, p. p. of. ablaqueare; fr. ab + laqueus a noose.] To lay bare, as the roots of a tree. [Obs.]
Bailey.
AbÏla·queÏa¶tion (#), n. [L. ablaqueatio.] The act or process of laying bare the roots of trees to expose them to the air and water. [Obs.]
Evelyn.
Ab·lasÏtem¶ic (#), a. [Gr. ? priv. + ? growth.] (Biol.) NonÐgerminal.
AbÏla¶tion (#), n. [L. ablatio, fr. ablatus p. p. of auferre to carry away; ab + latus,  p. p. of ferre carry: cf. F. ablation. See Tolerate.] 1. A carrying or taking away; removal.
Jer. Taylor.
2. (Med.) Extirpation.
Dunglison.
3. (Geol.) Wearing away; superficial waste.
Tyndall.
Ab·laÏti¶tious (#), a. Diminishing; as, an ablatitious force.
Sir J. Herschel.
Ab¶laÏtive (#), a. [F. ablatif, ablative, L. ablativus fr. ablatus. See Ablation.] 1. Taking away or removing. [Obs.]
Where the heart is forestalled with misopinion, ablatire directions are found needful to unteach error, ere we can learn truth.
Bp. Hall.
2. (Gram.) Applied to one of the cases of the noun in Latin and some other languages, Ð the fundamental meaning of the case being removal, separation, or taking away.
Ab¶laÏtive, (Gram.) The ablative case.
ablative absolute, costruction in Latin, in which a noun in the ablative case has a participle (either expressed or implied), agreeing with it in gender, number, and case, both words forming a clause by themselves and being unconnected, grammatically, with the rest of the sentence; as, Tarquinio regnante, Pythagoras venit, i. e., Tarquinius reigning, Pythagoras came.
Ø Ab¶laut (#), n. [Ger., offÐsound; ab off + laut sound.] (Philol.) The substitution of one root vowel for another, thus indicating a corresponding modification of use or meaning; vowel permutation; as, get, gat, got; sing, song; hang, hung.
Earle.
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AÏblaze¶ (#), adv. & a. [Pref. aÏ + blaze.] 1. On fire; in a blaze, gleaming.


Milman.


All ablaze with crimson and gold.


Longfellow.


2. In a state of glowing excitement or ardent desire.


The young Cambridge democrats were all ablaze to assist Torrijos.


Carlyle.


A¶ble (#), a. [Comp. Abler (#); superl. Ablest (#).] [OF. habile, L. habilis that may be easily held or managed, apt, skillful, fr. habere to have, hold. Cf. Habile and see Habit.] 1. Fit; adapted; suitable. [Obs.]


A many man, to ben an abbot able.


Chaucer.


2. Having sufficient power, strength, force, skill, means, or resources of any kind to accomplish the object; possessed of qualifications rendering competent for some end; competent; qualified; capable; as, an able workman, soldier, seaman, a man able to work; a mind able to reason; a person able to be generous; able to endure pain; able to play on a piano.


3. Specially: Having intellectual qualifications, or strong mental powers; showing ability or skill; talented; clever; powerful; as, the ablest man in the senate; an able speech.


No man wrote abler state papers.


Macaulay.


4. (Law) Legally qualified; possessed of legal competence; as, able to inherit or devise property.


Able for, is Scotticism. ½Hardly able for such a march.¸


Robertson.


Syn. Ð Competent; qualified; fitted; efficient; effective; capable; skillful; clever; vigorous; powerful.


A¶ble, v. t. [See Able, a.] [Obs.] 1. To make able; to enable; to strengthen.


Chaucer.


2. To vouch for. ½I 'll able them.¸


Shak.


ÏaÏble (#). [F. Ïable, L. Ïabilis.] An adjective suffix now usually in a passive sense; able to be; fit to be; expressing capacity or worthiness in a passive sense; as, movable, able to be moved; amendable, able to be amended; blamable, fit to be blamed; salable.


The form Ïible is used in the same sense.


µ It is difficult to say when we are not to use Ïable instead of Ïible. ½Yet a rule may be laid down as to when we are to use it. To all verbs, then, from the AngloÐSaxon, to all based on the uncorrupted infinitival stems of Latin verbs of the first conjugation, and to all substantives, whencesoever sprung, we annex Ïable only.¸


Fitzed. Hall.


A·bleÐbod¶ied (#), a. Having a sound, strong body; physically competent; robust. ½AbleÐbodied vagrant.¸ Froude. Ð A·bleÐbod¶iedÏness, n.


Ab¶leÏgate (#), v. t. [L. ablegatus, p. p. of ablegare; ab + legare to send with a commission. See Legate.] To send abroad. [Obs.]


Bailey.


Ab¶leÏgate (#), n. (R. C. Ch.) A representative of the pope charged with important commissions in foreign countries, one of his duties being to bring to a newly named cardinal his insignia of office.


Ab·leÏga¶tion (#), n. [L. ablegatio.] The act of sending abroad. [Obs.]


Jer. Taylor.


A·bleÐmind¶ed (#), a. Having much intellectual power. Ð A·bleÐmind¶edÏness, n.


A¶bleÏness (#), n. Ability of body or mind; force; vigor. [Obs. or R.]


Ab¶lepÏsy (#), n. [Gr. ?; ? priv. + ? to see.] Blindness. [R.]


Urquhart.


A¶bler (#), a., comp. of Able. Ð A¶blest (#), a., superl. of Able.


Ab¶let (#), Ab¶len ] [F. ablet, ablette, a dim. fr. LL. abula, for albula, dim. of albus white. Cf. Abele.] (Zo”l.) A small freshÐwater fish (Leuciscus alburnus); the bleak.


Ab¶liÏgate (#), v. t. [L. ab + ligatus, p. p. of ligare to tie.] To tie up so as to hinder from. [Obs.]


AbÏlig·uÏri¶tion (?), n. [L. abligurito, fr. abligurire to spend in luxurious indulgence; ab + ligurire to be lickerish, dainty, fr. lingere to lick.] Prodigal expense for food. [Obs.]


Bailey.


A¶blins (#), adv. [See Able.] Perhaps. [Scot.]


AÏbloom¶ (#), adv. [Pref. aÏ + bloom.] In or into bloom; in a blooming state.


Masson.


AbÏlude¶ (#), v. t. [L. abludere; ab + ludere to play.] To be unlike; to differ. [Obs.]


Bp. Hall.


Ab¶luÏent (#), a. [L. abluens, p. pr. of. abluere to  wash away; ab + luere (lavere, lavare). See Lave.] Washing away; carrying off impurities; detergent. Ð n. (Med.) A detergent.


AÏblush¶ (#), adv. & a. [Pref. aÏ + blush.] Blushing; ruddy.


AbÏlu·tion (#), n. [L. ablutio, fr. abluere: cf. F. ablution. See Abluent.] 1. The act of washing or cleansing; specifically, the washing of the body, or some part of it, as a religious rite.


2. The water used in cleansing. ½Cast the ablutions in the main.¸


Pope.


3. (R. C. Ch.) A small quantity of wine and water, which is used to wash the priest's thumb and index finger after the communion, and which then, as perhaps containing portions of the consecrated elements, is drunk by the priest.


AbÏlu¶tionÏaÏry (#), a. Pertaining to ablution.


AbÏlu¶viÏon (#), n. [LL. abluvio. See Abluent.] That which is washed off. [R.]


Dwight.


A¶bly (#), adv. In an able manner; with great ability; as, ably done, planned, said.


ÏaÏbly (#). A suffix composed of Ïable and the adverbial suffix Ïly; as, favorably.


Ab¶neÏgate (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Abnegated; p. pr. & vb. n. Abnegating.] [L. abnegatus,p. p. of abnegare; ab + negare to deny. See Deny.] To deny and reject; to abjure.


Sir E. Sandys. Farrar.


Ab·neÏga¶tion (#), n. [L. abnegatio: cf. F. abn‚gation.] a denial; a renunciation.


With abnegation of God, of his honor, and of religion, they may retain the friendship of the court.


Knox.


Ab¶neÏgaÏtive (#), a. [L. abnegativus.] Denying; renouncing; negative. [R.]


Clarke.


Ab¶neÐga·tor (#), n. [L.] One who abnegates, denies, or rejects anything. [R.]


Ø Ab¶net (#), n. [Heb.] The girdle of a Jewish priest or officer.


Ab¶noÏdate (#), v. t. [L. abnodatus, p. p. of abnodare; ab + nodus knot.] To clear (tress) from knots. [R.]


Blount.


Ab·noÏda¶tion (#), n. The act of cutting away the knots of trees. [R.]


Crabb.


AbÏnor¶mal (#), a. [For earlier anormal.F. anormal, LL. anormalus for anomalus, Gr. ?. Confused with L. abnormis. See Anomalous, Abnormous, Anormal.] Not conformed to rule or system; deviating from the type; anomalous; irregular. ½That deviating from the type; anomalous; irregular. ¸


Froude.


Ab·norÏmal¶iÏty (#), n.; pl. Abnormalities (#). 1. The state or quality of being abnormal; variation; irregularity.


Darwin.


2. Something abnormal.


AbÏnor¶malÏly (#), adv. In an abnormal manner; irregularly.


Darwin.


AbÏnor¶miÏty (#), n.; pl. Abnormities (#). [LL. abnormitas. See Abnormous.] Departure from the ordinary type; irregularity; monstrosity. ½An abnormity… like a calf born with two heads.¸


Mrs. Whitney.


AbÏnor¶mous (#), a. [L. abnormis; ab + norma rule. See Normal.] Abnormal; irregular.


Hallam.


A character of a more abnormous cast than his equally suspected coadjutor.


State Trials.


AÏboard¶ (#), adv. [Pref. aÏ on, in + board.]


. On board; into or within a ship or boat; hence, into or within a railway car.


2. Alongside; as, close aboard.


Naut.: To fall aboard of, to strike a ship's side; to fall foul of. Ð To haul the tacks aboard, to set the courses. Ð To keep the land aboard, to hug the shore. Ð To lay (a ship) aboard, to place one's own ship close alongside of (a ship) for fighting.


AÏboard¶, prep. 1. On board of; as, to go aboard a ship.


2.Across; athwart. [Obs.]


Nor iron bands aboard


The Pontic Sea by their huge navy cast.


Spenser.


AÏbod¶ance (#), n. [See Bode.] An omen; a portending. [Obs.]


AÏbode¶ (#), pret. of Abide.


AÏbode¶, n. [OE. abad, abood, fr. abiden to abide. See Abide. For the change of vowel, cf. abode, imp. of abide.] 1. Act of waiting; delay. [Obs.]


Shak.


And with her fled away without abode.


Spenser.


2. Stay or continuance in a place; sojourn.


He waxeth at your abode here.


Fielding.


3. Place of continuance, or where one dwells; abiding place; residence; a dwelling; a habitation.


Come, let me lead you to our poor abode.


Wordsworth.


AÏbode¶, n. [See Bode, v. t.] An omen. [Obs.]


HighÐthundering Juno's husband stirs my spirit with true abodes.


Chapman.


AÏbode¶, v. t. To bode; to foreshow. [Obs.]


Shak.


AÏbode¶, v. i. To be ominous. [Obs.]


Dryden.


AÏbode¶ment (#), n. A foreboding; an omen. [Obs.] ½Abodements must not now affright us.¸


Shak.


AÏbod¶ing (#), n. A foreboding. [Obs.]


AÏbol¶ish (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Abolished (#); p. pr. & vb. n. Abolishing.] [F. abolir, L. abolere, aboletum; ab + olere to grow. Cf. Finish.]


1. To do away with wholly; to annul; to make void; Ð said of laws, customs, institutions, governments, etc.; as, to abolish slavery, to abolish folly.


2. To put an end to, or destroy, as a physical objects; to wipe out. [Archaic]


And with thy blood abolish so reproachful blot.


Spenser.


His quick instinctive hand


Caught at the hilt, as to abolish him.


Tennyson.


Syn. Ð To Abolish, Repeal, Abrogate, Revoke, Annul, Nullify, Cancel. These words have in common the idea of setting aside by some overruling act. Abolish applies particularly to things of a permanent nature, such as institutions, usages, customs, etc.; as, to abolish monopolies, serfdom, slavery. Repeal describes the act by which the legislature of a state sets aside a law which it had previously enacted. Abrogate was originally applied to the repeal of a law by the Roman people; and hence, when the power of making laws was usurped by the emperors, the term was applied to their act of setting aside the laws. Thus it came to express that act by which a sovereign or an executive government sets aside laws, ordinances, regulations, treaties, conventions, etc. Revoke denotes the act or recalling some previous grant which conferred, privilege, etc.; as, to revoke a decree, to revoke a power of attorney, a promise, etc. Thus, also, we speak of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. Annul is used in a more general sense, denoting simply to make void; as, to annul a contract, to annul an agreement. Nullify is an old word revived in this country, and applied to the setting of things aside either by force or by total disregard; as, to nullify an act of Congress. Cancel is to strike out or annul, by a deliberate exercise of power, something which has operative force.


AÏbol¶ishÏaÏble (#), a. [Cf. F. abolissable.] Capable of being abolished.


AÏbol¶ishÏer (#), n. One who abolishes.


AÏbol¶ishÏment (#), n. [Cf. F. abolissement.] The act of abolishing; abolition; destruction.


Hooker.


Ab¶oÏli¶tion (#), n. [L. abolitio, fr. abolere: cf. F. abolition. See Abolish.] The act of abolishing, or the state of being abolished; an annulling; abrogation; utter destruction; as, the abolition of slavery or the slave trade; the abolition of laws, decrees, ordinances, customs, taxes, debts, etc.


µ The application of this word to persons is now unusual or obsolete


Ab·oÏli¶tionÏism (#), n. The principles or measures of abolitionists.


Wilberforce.


Ab·oÏli¶tionÏist, n. A person who favors the abolition of any institution, especially negro slavery.


Ab·oÏli·tionÏize (#), v. t. To imbue with the principles of abolitionism. [R.]


Bartlett.


Ø AÏbo¶ma (#), n. (Zo”l.) A large South American serpent (Boa aboma).


Ø Ab·oÏma¶sum (#), Ø Ab·oÏma¶sus (#), } n. [NL., fr. L. ab + omasum (a Celtic word.) (Anat.) The fourth or digestive stomach of a ruminant, which leads from the third stomach omasum. See Ruminantia.


AÏboom¶iÏnaÏble (#), a. [F. abominable. L. abominalis. See Abominate.] 1. Worthy of, or causing, abhorrence, as a thing of evil omen; odious in the utmost degree; very hateful; detestable; loathsome; execrable.


2. Excessive; large; Ð used as an intensive. [Obs.]


µ Juliana Berners… informs us that in her time [15th c.], ½a bomynable syght of monkes¸ was elegant English for ½a large company of friars.¸


G. P. Marsh.


AÏbom¶iÏnaÏbleÏness, n. The quality or state of being abominable; odiousness.


Bentley.


AÏbom¶iÏnaÏbly (#), adv. In an abominable manner; very odiously; detestably.


AÏbom¶iÏnate (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Abominated; p. pr. & vb. n. Abominating.] [L. abominatus, p. p. or abominari to deprecate as ominous, to abhor, to curse; ab + omen a foreboding. See Omen.] To turn from as illÐomened; to hate in the highest degree, as if with religious dread; loathe; as, to abominate all impiety.


Syn. Ð To hate; abhor; loathe; detest. See Hate.


AÏbom·iÏna¶tion (#), n. [OE. abominacioun, Ïcion, F. abominatio. See Abominate.] 1. The feeling of extreme disgust and hatred; abhorrence; detestation; loathing; as, he holds tobacco in abomination.


2. That which is abominable; anything hateful, wicked, or shamefully vile; an object or state that excites disgust and hatred; a hateful or shameful vice; pollution.


Antony, most large in his abominations.


Shak.


3. A cause of pollution or wickedness.


Syn. Ð Detestation; loathing; abhorrence; disgust; aversion; loathsomeness; odiousness.


AÏbom¶iÏna·tor (#), n. One who abominates.


Sir W. Scott.


AÏboon¶ (#), prep. and adv. Above. [Scot. & Prov. Eng.]


Aboon the pass of BallyÐBrough.


Sir W. Scott.


The ceiling fair that rose aboon.


J. R. Drake.


AbÏo¶ral (#), a. [L. ab. + E. oral.] (Zo”l.) Situated opposite to, or away from, the mouth.


Ø AÏbord¶ (#), n. [F.] Manner of approaching or accosting; address.


Chesterfield.


AÏbord¶ (#), v. t. [F. aborder, ? (L. ad) + bord rim, brim, or side of a vessel. See Border, Board.] To approach; to accost. [Obs.]


Digby.


Ab·oÏrig¶iÏnal (#), a. [See Aborigines.]


1. First; original; indigenous; primitive; native; as, the aboriginal tribes of America. ½Mantled o'er with aboriginal turf.¸


Wordsworth.


2. Of or pertaining to aborigines; as, a Hindoo of aboriginal blood.


Ab·oÏrig¶iÏnal, n. 1. An original inhabitant of any land; one of the aborigines.


2. An animal or a plant native to the region.


It may well be doubted whether this frog is an aboriginal of these islands.


Darwin.


Ab·oÏrig·iÏnal¶iÏty (#), n. The quality of being aboriginal.


Westm. Rev.


Ab·oÏrig¶iÏnalÏly (#), adv. Primarily.


Ab·oÏrig¶iÏness (#), n. pl. [L. Aborigines; ab + origo, especially the first inhabitants of Latium, those who originally (ab origine) inhabited Latium or Italy. See Origin.] 1. The earliest known inhabitants of a country; native races.


2. The original fauna and flora of a geographical area


AÏborse¶ment (#), n. Abortment; abortion. [Obs.]


Bp. Hall.


AÏbor¶sive (#), a. Abortive. [Obs.]


Fuller.


AÏbort¶ (#), v. i. [L. abortare, fr. abortus, p. p. of aboriri; ab + oriri to rise, to be born. See Orient.]


1. To miscarry; to bring forth young prematurely.


2. (Biol.) To become checked in normal development, so as either to remain rudimentary or shrink away wholly; to become sterile.


AÏbort¶, n. [L. abortus, fr. aboriri.] 1. An untimely birth. [Obs.]


Sir H. Wotton.


2. An aborted offspring. [Obs.]


Holland.


AÏbort¶ed, a. 1. Brought forth prematurely.


2. (Biol.) Rendered abortive or sterile; undeveloped; checked in normal development at a very early stage; as, spines are aborted branches.


The eyes of the cirripeds are more or less aborted in their mature state.


Owen.




AÏbor¶tiÏcide[7] (#), n. [L. abortus + caedere to kill. See Abort.] (Med.) The act of destroying a fetus in the womb; feticide[9].


AÏbor·tiÏfa¶cient[8] (#), a. [L. abortus (see Abort, v.) + faciens, p. pr. of facere to make.] Producing miscarriage. Ð n. A drug or an agent that causes premature delivery.


AÏbor¶tion (#), n. [L. abortio, fr. aboriri. See Abort.] 1. The act of giving premature birth; particularly, the expulsion of the human fetus prematurely, or before it is capable of sustaining life; miscarriage.


µ Ii is sometimes used for the offense of procuring a premature delivery, but strictly the early delivery is the abortion, ½causing or procuring abortion¸ is the full name of the offense.


Abbott.
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2. The immature product of an untimely birth.
3. (Biol.) Arrest of development of any organ, so that it remains an imperfect formation or is absorbed.
4. Any fruit or produce that does not come to maturity, or anything which in its progress, before it is matured or perfect; a complete failure; as, his attempt. proved an abortiori.
AÏbor¶tionÏal (#), a. Pertaining to abortion; miscarrying; abortive[10].
Carlyle.
AÏbor¶tionÏist, n. One who procures abortion or miscarriage.
AÏbor¶tive (#), a. [L. abortivus, fr. aboriri. See Abort, v.] 1. Produced by abortion; born prematurely; as, an abortive child. [R.]
2. Made from the skin of a stillÏborn animal; as, abortive vellum. [Obs.]
3. Rendering fruitless or ineffectual. [Obs.] ½Plunged in that abortive gulf.¸
Milton[11].
4. Coming to naught; failing in its effect; miscarrying; fruitless; unsuccessful; as, an abortive attempt. ½An abortive enterprise.¸
Prescott.
5. (Biol.) Imperfectly formed or developed; rudimentary; sterile; as, an abortive organ, stamen, ovule, etc.
6. (Med.) (a) Causing abortion; as, abortive medicines. Parr. (b) Cutting short; as, abortive treatment of typhoid fever.
AÏbor¶tive, n. 1. That which is born or brought forth prematurely; an abortion. [Obs.]
Shak.
2. A fruitless effort or issue. [Obs.]
3. A medicine to which is attributed the property of causing abortion.
Dunglison.
AÏbor¶tiveÏly, adv. In an abortive or untimely manner; immaturely; fruitlessly.
AÏbor¶tiveÏness, n. The quality of being abortive.
AÏbort¶ment (#), n. Abortion. [Obs.]
AÏbought¶ (#), imp. & p. p. of Aby. [Obs.]
AÏbound¶ (#), v. i. [imp. & p. p. Abounded; p. pr. & vb. n. Abounding.] [OE. abounden, F. abonder, fr. L. abundare to overflow, abound; ab + unda wave. Cf. Undulate.] 1. To be in great plenty; to be very prevalent; to be plentiful.
The wild boar which abounds in some parts of the continent of Europe.
Chambers[12].
Where sin abounded grace did much more abound.
Rom. v. 20.
2. To be copiously supplied; Ð followed by in or with.
To abound in, to posses in such abundance as to be  characterized by. Ð To abound with, to be filled with; to possess in great numbers.
Men abounding in natural courage.
Macaulay.
A faithful man shall abound with blessings.
Prov. xxviii. 20.
It abounds with cabinets of curiosities.
Addison.
AÏbout¶ (#), prep. [OE. aboute, abouten, abuten; AS. ¾butan, onbutan; on + butan, which is from be by + utan outward, from ut out. See But, Out.]
1. Around; all round; on every side of. ½Look about you.¸ Shak. ½Bind them about thy neck.¸ Prov. iii. 3.
2. In the immediate neighborhood of; in contiguity or proximity to; near, as to place; by or on (one's person). ½Have you much money about you?¸
Bulwer.
3. Over or upon different parts of; through or over in various directions; here and there in; to and fro in; throughout.
Lampoons… were handed about the coffeehouses.
Macaulay.
Roving still about the world.
Milton.
4. Near; not far from; Ð determining approximately time, size, quantity. ½ToÐmorrow, about this time.¸ Exod. ix. 18. ½About my stature.¸ Shak.
He went out about the third hour.
Matt. xx. 3.
µ This use passes into the adverbial sense.
5. In concern with; engaged in; intent on.
I must be about my Father's business.
Luke ii. 49.
6. Before a verbal noun or an infinitive: On the point or verge of; going; in act of.
Paul was now aboutto open his mouth.
Acts xviii. 14.
7. Concerning; with regard to; on account of; touching. ½To treat about thy ransom.¸
Milton.
She must have her way about Sarah.
Trollope.
AÏbout¶, adv. 1. On all sides; around.
'Tis time to look about.
Shak.
2. In circuit; circularly; by a circuitous way; around the outside; as, a mile about, and a third of a mile across.
3. Here and there; around; in one place and another.
Wandering about from house to house.
1 Tim. v. 13.
4. Nearly; approximately; with close correspondence, in quality, manner, degree, etc.; as, about as cold; about as high; Ð also of quantity, number, time. ½There fell… about three thousand men.¸
Exod. xxii. 28.
5. To a reserved position; half round; in the opposite direction; on the opposite tack; as, to face about; to turn one's self about.
To bring about, to cause to take place; to accomplish. Ð To come about, to occur; to take place. See under Come. Ð To go about, To set about, to undertake; to arrange; to prepare. ½Shall we set about some revels? Shak. Ð Round about, in every direction around.
AÏbout¶Ðsledge¶ (#), n. The largest hammer used by smiths.
Weale.
AÏbove¶ (#), prep. [OE. above, aboven, abuffe, AS. abufon; an (or on) on + be by + ufan upward; cf. Goth. uf under. ?199. See Over.] 1. In or to a higher place; higher than; on or over the upper surface; over; Ð opposed to below or beneath.
Fowl that may fly above the earth.
Gen. i. 20.
2. Figuratively, higher than; superior to in any respect; surpassing; beyond; higher in measure or degree than; as, things above comprehension; above mean actions; conduct above reproach. ½Thy worth… is actions above my gifts.¸
Marlowe.
I saw in the way a light from heaven above the brightness of the sun.
Acts xxxvi. 13.
3. Surpassing in number or quantity; more than; as, above a hundred. (Passing into the adverbial sense. See  Above, adv., 4.)
above all, before every other consideration; chiefly; in preference to other things.
Over and above, prep. or adv., besides; in addition to.
AÏbove¶ (#), adv. 1. In a higher place; overhead; into or from heaven; as, the clouds above.
2. Earlier in order; higher in the same page; hence, in a foregoing page. ¸That was said above.¸
Dryden.
3. Higher in rank or power; as, he appealed to the court above.
4. More than; as, above five hundred were present.
Above is often used elliptically as an adjective by omitting the word mentioned, quoted, or the like; as, the above observations, the above reference, the above articles. Ð Above is also used substantively. ½The waters that come down from above.¸
Josh. iii. 13.
It is also used as the first part of a compound in the sense of before, previously; as, aboveÐcited, aboveÐdescribed, aboveÐmentioned, aboveÐnamed, abovesaid, abovespecified, aboveÐwritten, aboveÐgiven.
AÏbove¶board· (#), adv. Above the board or table. Hence: in open sight; without trick, concealment, or deception. ½Fair and aboveboard.¸
Burke.
µ This expression is said by Johnson to have been borrowed from gamesters, who, when they change their cards, put their hands under the table.
AÏbove¶Ðcit·ed (#), a. Cited before, in the preceding part of a book or writing.
AÏbove¶deck· (#), a. On deck; and hence, like aboveboard, without artifice.
Smart.
AÏbove¶Ðmen·tioned (#), AÏbove¶Ðnamed· (#), a. AÏbove¶Ðnamed· (#), a. Mentioned or named before; aforesaid.
AÏbove¶said· (#), a. Mentioned or recited before.
AÏbox¶ (#), adv. & a. (Naut.) Braced aback.
Ab·raÏcaÏdab¶ra (#), n. [L. Of unknown origin.] A mystical word or collocation of letters written as in the figure. Worn on an amulet it was supposed to ward off fever. At present the word is used chiefly in jest to denote something without meaning; jargon.
AbÏra¶dant (#), n. A material used for grinding, as emery, sand, powdered glass, etc.
AbÏrade¶ (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Abraded; p. pr. & vb. n. Abrading.] [L. abradere, abrasum, to scrape off; ab + radere to scrape. See Rase, Raze.] To rub or wear off; to waste or wear away by friction; as, to abrade rocks.
Lyell.
AÏbrade¶ (#), v. t. Same as Abraid. [Obs.]
A·braÏham¶ic (#), a. Pertaining to Abraham, the patriarch; as, the Abrachamic covenant.
A·braÏhamÏit¶ic, ÏicÏal (#), a. Relating to the patriarch Abraham.
A¶braÏhamÐman· (#) or  A¶bramÐman· (#), n. [Possibly in allusion to the parable of the beggar Lazarus in Luke xvi. Murray (New Eng. Dict.).] One of a set of vagabonds who formerly roamed through England, feigning lunacy for the sake of obtaining alms.
Nares.
To sham Abraham, to feign sickness.
Goldsmith.
AÏbraid¶ (#), v. t. & i. [OE. abraiden, to awake, draw (a sword), AS. ¾bredgan to shake, draw; pref. ¾Ï (cf. Goth. usÏ, Ger. erÏ, orig. meaning out) + bregdan to shake, throw. See Braid.] To awake; to arouse; to stir or start up; also, to shout out. [Obs.]
Chaucer.
AÏbran¶chiÏal (#), a. (Zo”l.) Abranchiate.
Ø AÏbran·chiÏa¶ta (#), n. pl. [NL., from Gr. ? priv. + ?, pl., the gills of fishes.] (Zo”l.) A group of annelids, so called because the species composing it have no special organs of respiration.
AÏbran¶chiÏate (#), a. (Zo”l.) Without gills.
AbÏrase¶ (#), a. [L. abrasus, p. p. of abradere. See Abrade.] Rubbed smooth. [Obs.] ½An abrase table.¸
B. Jonson.
AbÏra¶sion (#), n. [L. abrasio, fr. abradere. See Abrade.] 1. The act of abrading, wearing, or rubbing off; the wearing away by friction; as, the abrasion of coins.
2. The substance rubbed off.
Berkeley.
3. (Med.) A superficial excoriation, with loss of substance under the form of small shreds.
Dunglison.
AbÏra¶sive (#), a. Producing abrasion.
Ure.
AÏbraum¶ or AÏbraum¶ salts (#), n. [Ger., fr. abr„umen to remove.] A red ocher used to darken mahogany and for making chloride of potassium.
Ø AÏbrax¶as (#), n. [A name adopted by the Egyptian Gnostic Basilides, containing the Greek letters <a>, <b>, <r>, <a>, <x>, <a>, <s>, which, as numerals, amounted to 365. It was used to signify the supreme deity as ruler of the 365 heavens of his system.] A mystical word used as a charm and engraved on gems among the ancients; also, a gem stone thus engraved.
AÏbray¶ (#), v. [A false form from the preterit abraid, abrayde.] See Abraid. [Obs.]
Spenser.
AÏbreast¶ (#), adv. [Pref. aÏ + breast.] 1. Side by side, with breasts in a line; as, ½Two men could hardly walk abreast.¸
Macaulay.
2. (Naut.) Side by side; also, opposite; over against; on a line with the vessel's beam; Ð with of.
3. Up to a certain level or line; equally advanced; as, to keep abreast of [or with] the present state of science.
4. At the same time; simultaneously. [Obs.]
Abreast therewith began a convocation.
Fuller.
AÏbreg¶ge (#), v. t. See Abridge. [Obs.]
Ab·reÏnounce¶ (#), v. t. [L. abrenuntiare; ab + renuntiare. See Renounce.] To renounce. [Obs.] ½They abrenounce and cast them off.¸
Latimer.
Ab·reÏnun·ciÏa¶tion (#), n. [LL. abrenuntiatio. See Abrenounce.] Absolute renunciation or repudiation. [Obs.]
An abrenunciation of that truth which he so long had professed, and still believed.
Fuller.
AbÏrep¶tion (#), n. [L. abreptus, p. p. of abripere to snatch away; ab + rapere to snatch.] A snatching away. [Obs.]
Ø A·breu·voir¶ (#), n. [F., a watering place.] (Masonry) The joint or interstice between stones, to be filled with mortar.
Gwilt.
A¶briÏcock (#), n. See Apricot. [Obs.]
AÏbridge¶ (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Abridged (#); p. pr. & vb. n. Abridging.] [OE. abregen, OF. abregier, F. abr‚ger, fr. L. abbreviare; ad + brevis short. See Brief and cf. Abbreviate.] 1. To make shorter; to shorten in duration; to lessen; to diminish; to curtail; as, to abridge labor; to abridge power or rights. ½The bridegroom… abridged his visit.¸
Smollett.
She retired herself to Sebaste, and abridged her train from state to necessity.
Fuller.
2. To shorten or contract by using fewer words, yet retaining the sense; to epitomize; to condense; as, to abridge a history or dictionary.
3. To deprive; to cut off; Ð followed by of, and formerly by from; as, to abridge one of his rights.
AÏbridg¶er (#), n. One who abridges.
AÏbridg¶ment (#), n. [OE. abregement. See Abridge.] 1. The act abridging, or the state of being abridged; diminution; lessening; reduction or deprivation; as, an abridgment of pleasures or of expenses.
2. An epitome or compend, as of a book; a shortened or abridged form; an abbreviation.
Ancient coins as abridgments of history.
Addison.
3. That which abridges or cuts short; hence, an entertainment that makes the time pass quickly. [Obs.]
What abridgment have you for this evening? What mask? What music?
Shak.
Syn. Ð Abridgment, Compendium, Epitome, Abstract, Synopsis. An abridgment is made by omitting the less important parts of some larger work; as, an abridgment of a dictionary. A compendium is a brief exhibition of a subject, or science, for common use; as, a compendium of American literature. An epitome corresponds to a compendium, and gives briefly the most material points of a subject; as, an epitome of history. An abstract is a brief statement of a thing in its main points. A synopsis is a bird'sÐeye view of a subject, or work, in its several parts.
AÏbroach¶ (#), v. t. [OE. abrochen, OF. abrochier. See Broach.] To set abroach; to let out, as liquor; to broach; to tap. [Obs.]
Chaucer.
AÏbroach¶, adv. [Pref. aÏ + broach.] 1. Broached; in a condition for letting out or yielding liquor, as a cask which is tapped.
Hogsheads of ale were set abroach.
Sir W. Scott.
2. Hence: In a state to be diffused or propagated; afoot; astir. ½Mischiefs that I set abroach.¸
Shak.
AÏbroad¶ (#), adv. [Pref. aÏ + broad.] 1. At large; widely; broadly; over a wide space; as, a tree spreads its branches abroad.
The fox roams far abroad.
Prior.
2. Without a certain confine; outside the house; away from one's abode; as, to walk abroad.
I went to St. James', where another was preaching in the court abroad.
Evelyn.
3. Beyond the bounds of a country; in foreign countries; as, we have broils at home and enemies abroad. ½Another prince… was living abroad.¸
Macaulay.
4. Before the public at large; throughout society or the  world; here and there; widely.
He went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter.
Mark i. 45.
To be abroad. (a) To be wide of the mark; to be at fault; as, you are all abroad in your guess. (b) To be at a loss or nonplused.
Ab¶roÏgaÏble (#), a. Capable of being abrogated.
Ab¶roÏgate (#), a. [L. abrogatus, p. p.] Abrogated; abolished. [Obs. or R.]
Latimer.
Ab¶roÏgate (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Abrogated; p. pr. & vb. n. Abrogating.] [L. abrogatus, p. p. of abrogare; ab + rogare to ask, require, propose. See Rogation.] 1. To annul by an authoritative act; to abolish by the authority of the maker or his successor; to repeal; Ð applied to the repeal of laws, decrees, ordinances, the abolition of customs, etc.
Let us see whether the New Testament abrogates what we so frequently see in the Old.
South.
Whose laws, like those of the Medes and Persian, they can not alter or abrogate.
Burke.
2. To put an end to; to do away with.
Shak.
Syn. Ð To abolish; annul; do away; set aside; revoke; repeal; cancel; annihilate. See Abolish.
Ab·roÏga¶tion (#), n. [L. abrogatio, fr. abrogare: cf. F. abrogation.] The act of abrogating; repeal by authority.
Hume.
Ab¶roÏgaÏtive (#), a. Tending or designed to abrogate; as, an abrogative law.
Ab¶roÏga·tor (#), n. One who repeals by authority.
AÏbrood¶ (#), adv. [Pref. aÏ + brood.] In the act of brooding. [Obs.]
Abp. Sancroft.
AÏbrook¶ (#), v. t. [Pref. aÏ + brook, v.] To brook; to endure. [Obs.]
Shak.
AbÏrupt¶ (#), a. [L. abruptus, p. p. of abrumpere to break off; ab + rumpere to break. See Rupture.] 1. Broken off; very steep, or craggy, as rocks, precipices, banks; precipitous; steep; as, abrupt places. ½Tumbling through ricks abrupt,¸
Thomson.
2. Without notice to prepare the mind for the event; sudden; hasty; unceremonious. ½The cause of your abrupt departure.¸
Shak.
3. Having sudden transitions from one subject to another; unconnected.
The abrupt style, which hath many breaches.
B. Jonson.
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4. (Bot.) Suddenly terminating, as if cut off.


Gray.


Syn. Ð Sudden; unexpected; hasty; rough; curt; unceremonious; rugged; blunt; disconnected; broken.


AbÏrupt¶ (#), n. [L. abruptum.] An abrupt place. [Poetic] ½Over the vast abrupt.¸


Milton.


AbÏrupt¶, v. t. To tear off or asunder. [Obs.] ½Till death abrupts them.¸


Sir T. Browne.


AbÏrup¶tion (#), n. [L. abruptio, fr. abrumpere: cf. F. abruption.] A sudden breaking off; a violent separation of bodies.


Woodward.


AbÏrupt¶ly, adv. 1. In an abrupt manner; without giving notice, or without the usual forms; suddenly.


2. Precipitously.


Abruptly pinnate (Bot.), pinnate without an odd leaflet, or other appendage, at the end.


Gray.


AbÏrupt¶ness, n. 1. The state of being abrupt or broken; craggedness; ruggedness; steepness.


2. Suddenness; unceremonious haste or vehemence; as, abruptness of style or manner.


Ab¶scess (#), n.; pl. Abscesses (#). [L. abscessus a going away, gathering of humors, abscess, fr. abscessus, p. p. of absedere to go away; ab, abs + cedere to go off, retire. See Cede.] (Med.) A collection of pus or purulent matter in any tissue or organ of the body, the result of a morbid process.


Cold abscess, an abscess of slow formation, unattended with the pain and heat characteristic of ordinary abscesses, and lasting for years without exhibiting any tendency towards healing; a chronic abscess.


AbÏsces¶sion (#), n. [L. abscessio a separation; fr. absedere. See Abscess.] A separating; removal; also, an abscess. [Obs.]


Gauden. Barrough.


AbÏscind¶ (#), v. t. [L. absindere; ab + scindere to rend, cut. See Schism.] To cut off. [R.] ½Two syllables… abscinded from the rest.¸


Johnson.


AbÏsci¶sion (#), n. [L. abscisio.] See Abscission.


Ab¶sciss (#), n.; pl. Abscisses (#). See Abscissa.


AbÏscis¶sa (#), n.; E. pl. Abscissas, L. pl. Absciss‘. [L., fem. of abscissus, p. p. of absindere to cut of. See Abscind.] (Geom.) One of the elements of reference by which a point, as of a curve, is referred to a system of fixed rectilineal co”rdinate axes. When referred to two intersecting axes, one of them called the axis of abscissas, or of X, and the other the axis of ordinates, or of Y, the abscissa of the point is the distance cut off from the axis of X by a line drawn through it and parallel to the axis of Y. When a point in space is referred to three axes having a common intersection, the abscissa may be the distance measured parallel to either of them, from the point to the plane of the other two axes. Abscissas and ordinates taken together are called co”rdinates. Ð OX or PY is the abscissa of the point P of the curve, OY or PX its ordinate, the intersecting lines OX and OY being the axes of abscissas and ordinates respectively, and the point O their origin.


AbÏscis¶sion (#), n. [L. abscissio. See Abscind.] 1. The act or process of cutting off. ½Not to be cured without the abscission of a member.¸


Jer. Taylor.


2. The state of being cut off.


Sir T. Browne.


3. (Rhet.) A figure of speech employed when a speaker having begun to say a thing stops abruptly: thus, ½He is a man of so much honor and candor, and of such generosity Ð but I need say no more.¸


AbÏscond¶ (#), v. i. [imp. & p. p. Absconded; p. pr. & vb. n. Absconding.] [L. abscondere to hide; ab, abs + condere to lay up; con + d?re (only in comp.) to put. Cf. Do.] 1. To hide, withdraw, or be concealed.


The marmot absconds all winter.


Ray.


2. To depart clandestinely; to steal off and secrete one's self; Ð used especially of persons who withdraw to avoid a legal process; as, an absconding debtor.


That very homesickness which, in regular armies, drives so many recruits to abscond.


Macaulay.


AbÏscond¶, v. t. To hide; to conceal. [Obs.]


Bentley.


AbÏscond¶ence (#), n. Fugitive concealment; secret retirement; hiding. [R.]


Phillips.


AbÏscond¶er (#), n. One who absconds.


Ab¶sence (#), n. [F., fr. L. absentia. See Absent.] 1. A state of being absent or withdrawn from a place or from companionship; Ð opposed to presence.


Not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence.


Phil. ii. 12.


2. Want; destitution; withdrawal. ½In the absence of conventional law.¸


Kent.


3. Inattention to things present; abstraction (of mind); as, absence of mind. ¸Reflecting on the little absences and distractions of mankind.¸


Addison.


To conquer that abstraction which is called absence.[2q]


Landor.


Ab¶sent (#), a. [F., fr. absens, absentis, p. pr. of abesse to be away from; ab + esse to be. Cf. Sooth.] 1. Being away from a place; withdrawn from a place; not present. ½Expecting absent friends.¸


Shak.


2. Not existing; lacking; as, the part was rudimental or absent.


3. Inattentive to what is passing; absentÐminded; preoccupied; as, an absent air.


What is commonly called an absent man is commonly either a very weak or a very affected man.


Chesterfield.


Syn. Ð Absent, Abstracted. These words both imply a want of attention to surrounding objects. We speak of a man as absent when his thoughts wander unconsciously from present scenes or topics of discourse; we speak of him as abstracted when his mind (usually for a brief period) is drawn off from present things by some weighty matter for reflection. Absence of mind is usually the result of loose habits of thought; abstraction commonly arises either from engrossing interests and cares, or from unfortunate habits of association.


AbÏsent¶ (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Absented; p. pr. & vb. n. Absenting.] [Cf. F. absenter.] 1. To take or withdraw (one's self) to such a distance as to prevent intercourse; Ð used with the reflexive pronoun.


If after due summons any member absents himself, he is to be fined.


Addison.


2. To withhold from being present. [Obs.] ½Go; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more.¸


Milton.


Ab·senÏta¶neÏous (#), a. [LL. absentaneus. See


Absent.] Pertaining to absence. [Obs.]


Ab·senÏta¶tion (#), n. The act of absenting one's self.


Sir W. Hamilton.


Ab·senÏtee¶ (#), n. One who absents himself from his country, office, post, or duty; especially, a landholder who lives in another country or district than that where his estate is situated; as, an Irish absentee.


Macaulay.


Ab·senÏtee¶ism (#), n. The state or practice of an absentee; esp. the practice of absenting one's self from the country or district where one's estate is situated.


AbÏsent¶er (#), n. One who absents one's self.


Ab¶sentÏly (#), adv. In an absent or abstracted manner.


AbÏsent¶ment (#), n. The state of being absent; withdrawal. [R.]


Barrow.


Ab·sentÐmind¶ed (#), a. Absent in mind; abstracted; preoccupied. Ð Ab·sentÐmind¶edÏness, n. Ð Ab·sentÐmind¶edÏly, adv.


Ab¶sentÏness (#), n. The quality of being absentÐminded.


H. Miller.


Ab¶seyÐbook· (#), n. An AÐBÐC book; a primer. [Obs.]


Shak.


Ab¶sin¶thate (#), n. (Chem.) A combination of absinthic acid with a base or positive radical.


Ab¶sinth·, Ab¶sinthe· } (#), n. [F. absinthe. See Absinthium.] 1. The plant absinthium or common wormwood.


2. A strong spirituous liqueur made from wormwood and brandy or alcohol.


AbÏsin¶thiÏal (#), a. Of or pertaining to wormwood; absinthian.


AbÏsin¶thiÏan (#), n. Of the nature of wormwood. ½Absinthian bitterness.¸


T. Randolph.


Ab¶sin¶thiÏate (#), v. t. [From L. absinthium: cf. L. absinthiatus, a.] To impregnate with wormwood.


AbÏsin¶thiÏa·ted (#), a. Impregnated with wormwood; as, absinthiated wine.


AbÏsin¶thic (#), a. (Chem.) Relating to the common wormwood or to an acid obtained from it.


AbÏsin¶thin (#), n. (Chem.) The bitter principle of wormwood (Artemisia absinthium).


Watts.


Ab¶sinÏthism (#), n. The condition of being poisoned by the excessive use of absinth.


AbÏsin¶thiÏum (#), n. [L., from Gr. ?.] (Bot.) The common wormwood (Artemisia absinthium), an intensely bitter plant, used as a tonic and for making the oil of wormwood.


Ab¶sis (#), n. See Apsis.


AbÏsist¶ (#), v. i. [L. absistere, p. pr. absistens; ab + sistere to stand, causal of stare.] To stand apart from; top leave off; to desist. [Obs.]


Raleigh.


AbÏsist¶ence (#), n. A standing aloof. [Obs.]


Ab¶soÏlute (#), a. [L. absolutus, p. p. of absolvere: cf. F. absolu. See Absolve.] 1. Loosed from any limitation or condition; uncontrolled; unrestricted; unconditional; as, absolute authority, monarchy, sovereignty, an absolute promise or command; absolute power; an absolute monarch.


2. Complete in itself; perfect; consummate; faultless; as, absolute perfection; absolute beauty.


So absolute she seems,


And in herself complete.


Milton.


3. Viewed apart from modifying influences or without comparison with other objects; actual; real; Ð opposed to relative and comparative; as, absolute motion; absolute time or space.


Absolute rights and duties are such as pertain to man in a state of nature as contradistinguished from relative rights and duties, or such as pertain to him in his social relations.


4. Loosed from, or unconnected by, dependence on any other being; selfÐexistent; selfÐsufficing.


µ In this sense God is called the Absolute by the Theist. The term is also applied by the Pantheist to the universe, or the total of all existence, as only capable of relations in its parts to each other and to the whole, and as dependent for its existence and its phenomena on its mutually depending forces and their laws.


5. Capable of being thought or conceived by itself alone; unconditioned; nonÐrelative.


µ It is in dispute among philosopher whether the term, in this sense, is not applied to a mere logical fiction or abstraction, or whether the absolute, as thus defined, can be known, as a reality, by the human intellect.


To Cusa we can indeed articulately trace, word and thing, the recent philosophy of the absolute.


Sir W. Hamilton.


6. Positive; clear; certain; not doubtful. [R.]


I am absolute 't was very Cloten.


Shak.


7. Authoritative; peremptory. [R.]


The peddler stopped, and tapped her on the head,


With absolute forefinger, brown and ringed.


Mrs. Browning.


8. (Chem.) Pure; unmixed; as, absolute alcohol.


9. (Gram.) Not immediately dependent on the other parts of the sentence in government; as, the case absolute. See Ablative absolute, under Ablative.


Absolute curvature (Geom.), that curvature of a curve of double curvature, which is measured in the osculating plane of the curve. Ð Absolute equation (Astron.), the sum of the optic and eccentric equations. Ð Absolute space (Physics), space considered without relation to material limits or objects. Ð Absolute terms. (Alg.), such as are known, or which do not contain the unknown quantity. Davies & Peck. Ð Absolute temperature (Physics), the temperature as measured on a scale determined by certain general thermoÐdynamic principles, and reckoned from the absolute zero. Ð Absolute zero (Physics), the be ginning, or zero point, in the scale of absolute temperature. It is equivalent to Ð2730 centigrade or Ð459,40 Fahrenheit.


Syn. Ð Positive; peremptory; certain; unconditional; unlimited; unrestricted; unqualified; arbitrary; despotic; autocratic.


Ab¶soÏlute (#), n. (Geom.) In a plane, the two imaginary circular points at infinity; in space of three dimensions, the imaginary circle at infinity.


Ab¶soÏluteÏly, adv. In an absolute, independent, or unconditional manner; wholly; positively.


Ab¶soÏluteÏness, n. The quality of being absolute; independence of everything extraneous; unlimitedness; absolute power; independent reality; positiveness.


Ab·soÏlu¶tion (#), n. [F. absolution, L. absolutio, fr. absolvere to absolve. See Absolve.] 1. An absolving, or setting free from guilt, sin, or penalty; forgiveness of an offense. ½Government… granting absolution to the nation.¸


Froude.


2. (Civil Law) An acquittal, or sentence of a judge declaring and accused person innocent. [Obs.]


3. (R. C. Ch.) The exercise of priestly jurisdiction in the sacrament of penance, by which Catholics believe the sins of the truly penitent are forgiven.


µ In the English and other Protestant churches, this act regarded as simply declaratory, not as imparting forgiveness.


4.  (Eccl.) An absolving from ecclesiastical penalties, Ð for example, excommunication.


P. Cyc.


5. The form of words by which a penitent is absolved.


Shipley.


6. Delivery, in speech. [Obs.]


B. Jonson.


Absolution day (R. C. Ch.), Tuesday before Easter.


Ab¶soÏlu·tism (#), n. 1. The state of being absolute; the system or doctrine of the absolute; the principles or practice of absolute or arbitrary government; despotism.


The element of absolutism and prelacy was controlling.


Palfrey.


2. (Theol.) Doctrine of absolute decrees.


Ash.


Ab¶soÏlu·tist (#), n. 1. One who is in favor of an absolute or autocratic government.


2. (Metaph.) One who believes that it is possible to realize a cognition or concept of the absolute.


Sir. W. Hamilton.


Ab¶soÏlu·tist, a. Of or pertaining to absolutism; arbitrary; despotic; as, absolutist principles.


Ab·soÏluÏtis¶tic (#), a. Pertaining to absolutism; absolutist.


AbÏsol¶uÏtoÏry (#), a. [L. absolutorius, fr. absolvere to absolve.] Serving to absolve; absolving. ½An absolutory sentence.¸


Ayliffe.


AbÏsolv¶aÏble (#), a. That may be absolved.


AbÏsolv¶aÏtoÏry (#), a. Conferring absolution; absolutory.


AbÏsolve¶ (#; 277), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Absolved (#); p. pr. & vb. n. Absolving.] [L. absolvere to set free, to absolve; ab + solvere to loose. See Assoil, Solve.] 1. To set free, or release, as from some obligation, debt, or responsibility, or from the consequences of guilt or such ties as it would be sin or guilt to violate; to pronounce free; as, to absolve a subject from his allegiance; to absolve an offender, which amounts to an acquittal and remission of his punishment.


Halifax was absolved by a majority of fourteen.


Macaulay.


2. To free from a penalty; to pardon; to remit (a sin); Ð said of the sin or guilt.


In his name I absolve your perjury.


Gibbon.


3. To finish; to accomplish. [Obs.]


The work begun, how soon absolved.


Milton.


4. To resolve or explain. [Obs.] ½We shall not absolve the doubt.¸


Sir T. Browne.


Syn. Ð To Absolve, Exonerate, Acquit. We speak of a man as absolved from something that binds his conscience, or involves the charge of wrongdoing; as, to absolve from allegiance or from the obligation of an oath, or a promise. We speak of a person as exonerated, when he is released from some burden which had rested upon him; as, to exonerate from suspicion, to exonerate from blame or odium. It implies a purely moral acquittal. We speak of a person as acquitted, when a decision has been made in his favor with reference to a specific charge, either by a jury or by disinterested persons; as, he was acquitted of all participation in the crime.


AbÏsolv¶ent (#), a. [L. absolvens, p. pr. of absolvere.] Absolving. [R.]


Carlyle.


AbÏsolv¶ent, n. An absolver. [R.]


Hobbes.


AbÏsolv¶er (#), n. One who absolves.


Macaulay.


Ab¶soÏnant (#), a. [L. ab + sonans, p. pr. of sonare to sound.] Discordant; contrary; Ð opposed to consonant. ½Absonant to nature.¸


Quarles.


Ab¶soÏnous (#), a. [L. absonus; ab + sonus sound.] Discordant; inharmonious; incongruous. [Obs.] ½Absonous to our reason.¸


Glanvill.


AbÏsorb¶ (#), v. t. [imp. & p. p. Absorbed (#); p. pr. & vb. n. Absorbing.] [L. absorbere; ab + sorbere to suck in, akin to Gr. ?: cf. F. absorber.] 1. To swallow up; to engulf; to overwhelm; to cause to disappear as if by swallowing up; to use up; to include. ½Dark oblivion soon absorbs them all.¸


Cowper.


The large cities absorb the wealth and fashion.


W. Irving.


2. To suck up; to drink in; to imbibe; as a sponge or as the lacteals of the body.


Bacon.


3. To engross or engage wholly; to occupy fully; as, absorbed in study or the pursuit of wealth.


4. To take up by cohesive, chemical, or any molecular action, as when charcoal absorbs gases. So heat, light, and electricity are absorbed or taken up in the substances into which they pass.


Nichol.
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