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To learn more about the other great books from Fox Chapel Publishing, or to find a retailer near you, call toll-free 800-457-9112 or visit us at foxchapelpublishing.com.


We are always looking for talented authors. To submit an idea, please send a brief inquiry to acquisitions@foxchapelpublishing.com.


Because working with knives, gouges, and other tools inherently includes the risk of injury and damage, this book cannot guarantee that performing the tasks in this book is safe for everyone. For this reason, this book is sold without warranties or guarantees of any kind, expressed or implied, and the publisher and the author disclaim any liability for any injuries, losses, or damages caused in any way by the content of this book or the reader’s use of the tools needed to complete the projects presented here. The publisher and the author urge all readers to thoroughly review each section and to understand the use of all tools before beginning any project.
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The art of making poseable wooden animals and characters has been practiced for generations, with deep roots in folk art and puppetry. The tilt of the head, the position of the arm, or how a leg is folded will suddenly bring a piece to life and give your creation a personality that is not always achievable with a one-piece carving.


Over the years I’ve created countless poseable characters, from tiny chipmunks and frogs to my largest wood creation to date, a life-size bear. With each new project, I look for designs that challenge me as a woodworker and carver as well as an artist and designer. I spend a lot of time at the workbench experimenting with different angle cuts, facial expressions, and ways to paint and finish a piece to give each creation as much personality as possible.


My overall goal with the Croaker is to mimic the movement and stance of a real-life frog sitting by the pond’s edge. I’ve learned over the years that although my designs are simple, the importance of the joint angles and placement of the hardware are critical if you wish to create a piece that truly portrays the character of the subject.


As with any creative project, it’s important that you express your own artistic style, use your preferred tools and materials, and work at the pace most comfortable for you. Make sure to follow the rear leg patterns carefully in order to create leg pieces that will easily collapse together and pose as though the frog is getting ready for a big jump.
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