

[image: ]




[image: ]





 


 


 


© 2025 by Curious Fox Books™, an imprint of Fox Chapel Publishing Company, Inc.


Famous Women in History: Ida B. Wells is a revision of Wonder Women: Heroines of History: Ida B. Wells, published in 2019 by Purple Toad Publishing, Inc. Reproduction of its contents is strictly prohibited without written permission from the rights holder.


Paperback ISBN 979-8-89094-148-0


Hardcover ISBN 979-8-89094-149-7


eISBN 978-1-63741-569-6


Library of Congress Control Number: 2024946984


To learn more about the other great books from Fox Chapel Publishing, or to find a retailer near you, call toll-free 800-457-9112, send mail to , 903 Square Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552, or visit us at www.FoxChapelPublishing.com.


We are always looking for talented authors. To submit an idea, please send a brief inquiry to acquisitions@foxchapelpublishing.com.


Fox Chapel Publishing makes every effort to use environmentally friendly paper for printing.







CONTENTS


Chapter One


Standing up for Her Rights


Civil Rights Activist Rosa Parks


Chapter Two


Born into War


A Beloved American President


Chapter Three


Losing Family, Losing Friends


Lynching Statistics


Chapter Four


The Princess of the Press


Alice Paul and the Silent Sentinels


Chapter Five


Still Righting Wrongs


Black Lives Matter


Timeline


Chapter Notes


Further Reading


Books


Works Consulted


On the Internet


Glossary





STANDING UP FOR
HER RIGHTS



CHAPTER ONE


When Ida B. Wells boarded the train in Memphis, Tennessee, she didn’t know her whole life was about to change. It was September 15, 1883, and nearly 3:30 in the afternoon.


She waited on the platform belonging to the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company as the train pulled into the station. There were two cars for passengers and one car for holding their bags. When the train came to a halt, Ida boarded the first car. She saw a man stumble down the aisle. She smelled the strong scent of alcohol as he passed by her. Ida held her breath and scurried for the next car, hoping it would be less smelly. There were plenty of people in the next car, too. Passengers glanced at her as she entered. Their skin was a different color than hers, but she felt safer with them than the drunk white man. Only drinkers and smokers sat in the front coach, so she found a seat in the rear coach.
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A train station in the 1880s in Memphis, Tennessee. Ida B. Wells wasn’t the only one to feel unsafe boarding or disembarking from a train. Many African Americans of the time were nervous to travel by rail because, if trouble broke out, it was hard to get help.
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The late 1880s was a very exciting time for railroad companies. People were discovering that train travel was affordable and could provide transportation for those who didn’t own cars. The rides, however, weren’t always comfortable and breakdowns were common.






As Ida waited for the train to start moving, she planned what she’d teach when she got back to school. It was wonderful that she loved what she did for a living. Some women were born to be mothers, some were born to be nurses, but Ida was born to teach. There were few things in her life that made her happier. The train started to crawl, and Ida felt fortunate to have two seats to herself.


As she opened her newspaper, a voice asked her, “Your ticket, ma’am?”


“Of course!” She folded her newspaper and placed it in her lap while she pulled out her ticket, smiling at the conductor. But he moment he saw the color of her face, the conductor frowned.


“I cannot accept this ticket in this car,” he said, then continued walking.


For a moment, Ida sat stunned and confused. She didn’t do anything to not be allowed in the car. She looked closely at her ticket for any indication that she may be in the wrong place. Staring at her ticket, the conductor reapproached her. He didn’t ask for her ticket, which made her believe the problem had to do with her.


“You are in the wrong car, ma’am.” His voice was gentle. “Would you please move to the front coach?”


“No.” Ida shook her head. “The front car is very crowded. I have ridden in it before. The men in there are drunk, and they smoke. I would like to stay here.”


“This car is for people like me.” He pointed at his face. “The front car is for people like you. Please move to the other car.”


Ida must have misunderstood what he meant. What he implied went against the Civil Rights Act of 1875! The Civil Rights Act was supposed to keep people of color from being thrown out of public spaces such as hotels, theaters, restaurants, and railroad cars.
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Train tickets like this one from 1878 were printed on card stock, making it easier for the ticket punch to cut out particular shapes.






“You cannot make me leave,” she tried to explain very reasonably. “I know my rights. I have seen colored people ride in both cars. I have a seat right here and I intend to keep it.”


“I am trying to treat you like a lady,” he began, but Ida interrupted.


“If you were to treat me like a lady, you would leave me alone.”


When he finally walked away, she sighed with relief. Ida was 20 years old, but white men still scared her. When she looked around, her stomach sank at the other passengers’ expressions. How could they be scared of her? She hadn’t done anything wrong.
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