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by HRH THE PRINCESS ROYAL
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HRH The Princess Royal,


Royal Patron of Wooden Spoon.
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Making History


the All Blacks in Samoa


by CHRIS FOY


‘It took an age to make the short journey to their hotel, as the whole route was lined by villagers who had waited into the night just to see the coach glide by’


The All Blacks who were there will never forget it – from the wild hysteria that greeted them to the big hits they had to endure on the field at Apia Park. New Zealand’s first Test visit to Samoa was a unique career experience for those who took part. It was an unprecedented sensory onslaught for the players, coaches and support staff who flew from Auckland to the Pacific Island nation. For the whole duration of their stay, which lasted just three days, the world champions were met by an outpouring of affection and sheer, unrestrained joy from the locals who descended on the capital for any fleeting glimpse of their rugby idols. But Steve Hansen’s men were also met by a runaway train on 8 July in the form of a fired-up Manu Samoa side, who made a mockery of the perceived gulf in class to push the All Blacks to the brink of a seismic upset.


This was an historic occasion which was long overdue. Despite close ties between the countries and a growing volume of two-way player traffic – with a long pattern of Samoans representing New Zealand offset more recently by Kiwis pledging allegiance to the Manu cause – the sport’s premier Test nation had never come to town. Grumbles of protest about the imbalance in the relationship had become louder and more persistent. When Sir Graham Henry visited Samoa in 2012 with the Webb Ellis Cup, won by his All Blacks the previous year, he was urged to help bring his national team to Apia. A media campaign in New Zealand gathered momentum and in September 2014 the dam burst – the game was confirmed.


Having agreed to the fixture, the NZRU were urged to honour it in fitting fashion, and to their credit that is what they did. Despite Hansen being deprived of some 17 leading players who were involved in the all-Kiwi Super 15 final between the Highlanders and Hurricanes, the head coach selected the strongest available line-up. Crucially, the two veteran icons, captain Richie McCaw and Dan Carter, were both chosen to start.


The All Blacks gathered at Auckland airport in Polynesian-themed team shirts. They knew they would be well received, but nothing prepared them for the mayhem upon arrival. Tiny Faleolo airport outside Apia was heaving when the tourists landed at 10.30pm. Good-natured chaos ensued; with ceremonial war dances by the runway and in the cramped terminal building, followed by a cacophony of acclaim when the players ventured outside.


It took an age to make the short journey to their hotel, as the whole route was lined by villagers who had waited into the night just to see the coach glide by. What the darkness masked was that the entire island of Upolu was decked out for the event. There was coloured bunting everywhere, banners of support for both sides, thousands upon thousands of roadside painted coconuts, and effigies of players placed on patches of grass or even on boats moored by the coast road. In some cases, villages had mocked up entire rugby matches complete with posts and pitch markings.


Prior to leaving New Zealand, Hansen noted wryly that some aspects of the Test build-up would be ‘a bit different’. He spoke of having to embrace the unusual aspects of the experience. Sure enough, the next day, when the All Blacks would typically have a short training session and then rest and finalise planning, they were required to take part in a parade through Apia, under the midday sun. While the Samoa players walked through the crowded streets, the visitors were driven along in ornate, old-fashioned, open-sided buses decorated with palm leaves and flowers. There were people watching their progress from every conceivable vantage point on pavements, in vehicles, on office roofs and balconies and leaning precariously out of windows. No wonder that many All Blacks saw fit to capture the scenes on mobile phones. It was a remarkable spectacle.
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Samoan fans greet Richie McCaw and Steve Hansen after the All Blacks paraded through Apia the day before the match.
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‘The entire island of Upolu was decked out for the event’ – a taste of the bunting, banners and player figures that welcomed the All Blacks.





There was an official reception hosted by Samoa’s prime minister, Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi, during which McCaw demonstrated his elevation to the status of rugby statesman with a gracious, humorous speech. Yet, in the extreme heat, the tourists appeared uncomfortable at times. They wanted the next day to come, so they could get on with the game.


The danger was that a mismatch would have undermined the whole worthy exercise, but the lucky few who had tickets were treated to a gladiatorial encounter. The All Blacks seemed to have seized control when debutant George Moala touched down after half-time, but the sheer ferocity of the home defence unsettled them. In the 66th minute, Bath flanker Alafoti Faosiliva crashed over for a try and the conversion put the hosts back within a single score. Samoa launched a furious late onslaught, but New Zealand hung on to win 25-16. The result meant there was honour on both sides and the players mingled for a shared picture by the touch line after the final whistle, which illustrated the close bonds between them.


What followed was more good-natured chaos, as fans swarmed on to the field – taking advantage of the relaxed security – to request selfies and autographs. There was a tangible sense of goodwill, and McCaw and co., while bruised and battered, were visibly touched by the whole colourful circus. The festivities went on late into the night, in Apia and around the island of Upolu. The next day, before heading home, Hansen attended a ceremony in the village of Vaiala, where he was named an honorary high chief.


While the All Blacks departed with the gratitude of a small neighbouring nation, only time will tell if their historic match in Apia will serve as a watershed, or as a glorious one-off. In the immediate aftermath, Hansen and several players indicated their desire to return one day and that message appeared genuine, but the powers that be at their union and others are seemingly reluctant to send leading Test teams to the Pacific. The siren call to do so has grown louder still, but for all the outside pressure based on a desire to develop these tiny and remote hotbeds of the game, the bottom line is that the Tier One countries are slow to embrace fixtures which don’t earn them money. Such small markets do not produce the desired revenue to make themselves appealing destinations, but the pressure on unions to put aside financial misgivings will continue to increase.


Sadly, the Samoa Rugby Union actually made a loss hosting the All Blacks, but regular high-profile matches at home would boost profits. And that is just part of the equation. There and in Fiji and Tonga, there is a craving to see the global powers at close quarters. These nations have surely earned that right – such has been their impact on the game far from their shores. It is staggering to note that in the entire history of the game, the three Pacific teams have hosted just 20 Tests against the eight leading countries in the world: Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales and France. That is a shameful record of sustained neglect.


England are the richest rugby nation, yet they have played twice in Fiji – in 1988 and 1991, during the old amateur era – and have never ventured to Samoa or Tonga. There are no indications that they intend to consider following in New Zealand’s footsteps. Lions years present the most obvious opportunity, but England have a recent tradition of heading to Argentina at such times. At least Wales have a Pacific tour planned for 2017, having last faced each of the three island sides away from home in 1994.


Granted, conditions can be testing at times. High temperatures and humidity are a factor in some cases, training facilities are limited in comparison with those of the wealthier nations and top-end hotels are less prevalent. There is also the logistical challenge of taking huge touring parties to distant places that require at least three flights in each direction – certainly from Europe. But that should not detract from the bigger picture, of doing what is right for the greater good of the game. Fijians, Samoans and Tongans are now an established part of the fabric of the game worldwide. They provide some of the most eye-catching flair and thunderous collisions that rugby is renowned for.


When England’s players knelt on the Twickenham turf to join their Samoan counterparts in a post-match prayer in November 2014, it was a moving gesture of solidarity with club team-mates and rivals who were in dispute with their union. But the ultimate gesture would be for the touching act to be repeated one day, in Apia.
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Debutant All Black George Moala, who scored his side’s try, is the centre of attention for Alesana Tuilagi (No. 11) and friends.
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Men in the Middle


Refereeing the Modern Game


by TERRY COOPER


‘To keep their standards the Premiership referees come to Twickenham on Mondays for a physical session in the morning and afternoon’
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Refereeing with a smile on his face. Tony Spreadbury, now Head of Professional Game Match Officials at the RFU, in charge of the Powergen Cup quarter-final between Harlequins and Leicester at the Stoop in January 2002.





Have you ever wondered why the referee is often the second man to arrive when a long-range, breakaway try is dotted down: first the gallant defender, then the sprinting chap in a sponsor’s shirt with a whistle?


Yes, they can run, these game-makers, decision-takers, game-breakers. That’s because they have become as professional, as fulltime, as the coaches and players, whose destiny they influence.


Tony Spreadbury, who used to ref with a smile on his face, even in Tests, and is now the Rugby Football Union’s Head of Professional Game Match Officials, reveals a testing physical regime.
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The crowd wait for the TMO’s decision over a last-minute try for Exeter v Gloucester at Kingsholm in March 2012 as the televison ref is trialled at a non-televised Premiership match. TMOs initially having been utilised only in those matches covered by live television, the provision was extended to all Premiership matches from 2013-14.





‘We run farther than any player during a match. If we’re there as one of the first to arrive at a breakdown to make a decision the teams don’t argue, but if you’re five metres behind, they’ll query your call. To keep their standards the Premiership referees come to Twickenham on Mondays for a physical session in the morning and afternoon, then Tuesdays include a three-hour session. During that start-the-week gathering we have sports science coaches and there are fitness tests every six weeks. In between these workouts we review all six weekend matches from our point of view. One ref may have had a “train crash” of a match and that can happen to any of us. We work on the consistency that we want to bring to the Premiership and the worldwide game. I refer to the Premiership referees as the thirteenth team in the league.’


‘Spreaders’, as the players affectionately know him, and the ex-referees who work with him at Twickenham, is on top of all the niggling areas that irritate all you spectators.


Video verdicts: ‘Going upstairs to the TMO was taking too long. Last season we improved because referees are taking ownership on the pitch of the decision by looking at the screens, which are now on every Premiership ground. That enhances on-field discipline. The ref is the most experienced person. But he was asking the less experienced bloke upstairs to make the call. The TMO is used more now when an HD screen is necessary.’


Refs coaching players, as in ‘Leave it, Blue 7’: He admits to a change of heart. ‘I talked for England during a game. Now I think: less is best. For instance, teams were not rolling away when told until the second shout and the damage had been done. Now the chatting is done in down time, when there is a stoppage.’


Players trying to run the game: ‘Huge characters from my time, like Matt Dawson and Lawrence Dallaglio, must still be part of the game. But we can’t allow them to take charge. I remember Lawrence asking for a Gloucester man to get a card. I told him, “If you want cards, go to WH Smith.” And I used to tell all those who badgered me, “If you’re shouting at me I can’t concentrate on my decisions.” Down time is when they can raise issues and build a relationship. When Lawrence and Matt had retired and I went to Wasps I thought I had gone deaf it was so quiet at the back of their scrum.’


Addressing players by their Christian names: ‘Captains only. You can’t know all 30 first names. A quiet, informal word asking him by name to help keep the game going before we start getting formal.’


Offside when there is so much kick-chase: ‘We’ve worked really hard, but it’s difficult. The players have adapted by knowing the law. We go into the clubs to help them. We have to get the assistant referees to help, but it must be the wow factor as in “Wow, he’s a mile offside”.’


Reset scrums: ‘We work with Graham Rowntree on the technical problems. We could resolve resets by telling the ref to penalise straightaway, but we need the right decision and sometimes it’s not clear who took the scrum down. We don’t want to remove a reset from the ref’s armoury. Ultimately it’s a pushing competition and we want to reward the dominant scrum, provided it’s legal.’


Pity that Rowntree and other retired forwards can’t realistically become refs. (‘They couldn’t keep up,’ says Spreaders frankly.) But everybody knew that rugby had really entered the 21st century when former lock Wade Dooley was made a citing commissioner. Yes, Wade, England’s enforcer from the 1980s and 1990s.


Unions worldwide believe they are getting rugby right, but the laws need plenty of tinkering. Spreaders discloses: ‘Earlier this year World Rugby [the old International Board] met and there were 94 suggestions for potential law changes. They got rid of half of them, but the remainder will be looked at for possible small changes at the start of the next four-year cycle between World Cups.’


And when one of Spreaders’ successors reluctantly shows a red card, what next for the offender? Many remember the old days, when a man’s being sent off made him automatically guilty, and the only hope of emerging with a result was a verdict of ‘Sending Off Sufficient’ from a local panel anticipating attacking their first G&T. ‘Not guilty, old boy? Don’t understand the meaning of the phrase.’
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‘Huge characters from my time, like Matt Dawson and Lawrence Dallaglio, must still be part of the game. But we can’t allow them to take charge.’
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Scotland’s Finn Russell collides with Dan Biggar while the latter is in the air at Murrayfield in 2015. Russell received a two-week suspension for the challenge.





Many years back the unions recognised the need for a fair hearing leading to simple justice. The regulations relating to discipline comprise a massive, but necessary, 55 pages in the RFU Handbook. Everybody knows where they stand.


Gerard McEvilly, the RFU Head of Discipline since 2012, says: ‘I deal with a variety of issues including case management and ensuring that cases are prepared for disciplinary and appeal panels. The process has moved on significantly. You still have situations where a player appears before an internal club panel and then the RFU or the County will deal with him formally and either ratify the decision or decide to apply a different sanction.


‘At Level 5 and below we delegate powers to the Counties. We look after Levels 1 to 4, plus any appeals that come in from the Counties.


‘At Levels 1 to 4 players appear before an RFU panel. We must have proper, regulatory formality because we are talking about suspending players who are professional or semi-professional and there have to be proper, defined processes, though we try not to operate it like a court structure. It’s still a sports tribunal and does not have the same formality as a court. We must never move away from that.


‘We are dealing with players of member clubs of the Union. And players may suffer financially as a result of being suspended.’


The disciplinarians have to be alert to trends in foul play.


‘Where there seems to be a particular type of offence occurring across the Game we try to identify that and ensure that referees and Citing Commissioners are aware of these and deal with them properly.


‘A few years ago it was the tip-tackle, where players were brought down on their head and shoulders and there was a risk of significant injury. The “entry point” [meaning the starting sanction related to the seriousness of the foul play] was increased. Recently we have had players being taken out in the air.


‘Current offences on our radar include the chop-tackle where players roll or throw their bodies into an opponent’s legs/knee area without any proper attempt to make a tackle, not using arms and potentially taking the knee against the joint.


‘Then there is the crocodile roll whereby opponents are rolled out of mauls by grabbing their head. They are quite good at apt descriptions so that you understand what they’re talking about. Dangerous clearing-out at the ruck and dangerous charging are others we ask referees and our 19 Citing Commissioners to keep an eye on.


‘At the end of the season World Rugby highlighted the choke-hold, when the ball carrier is held above the shoulders.’


What about the tap-tackle? No arms there. Ed Morrison, England’s only World Cup-final referee, once admitted, ‘I don’t know,’ when asked why it was still legal, despite breaking all the definitions of a legitimate tackle. ‘I agree with Ed,’ said McEvilly. ‘They have existed since we all played. But people accept that it’s part of the game.’ Nice to know that rugby still retains some of the ‘Well, we’ve always done it like this, old chap’ style.


McEvilly is a barrister and says: ‘It is certainly helpful to have a legal background in the role given the variety of regulatory type cases that we deal with.


‘I am often asked why a player got a two-week suspension and another four for the same offence. I say get hold of the relevant judgment from the RFU website. They are all published. There may be various reasons set out, for example a punch might have caused more significant injury, a player may have a more significant disciplinary record, another may have pleaded guilty, shown contrition etc. There are many different factors to look at, but mainly why the panel arrived at the entry point that it did for the offending. All players have the right to appeal if they feel the first panel erred in any way.’
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Geoff Parling ankle-taps Jesse Mogg during the third Test between the Lions and the Wallabies in Sydney in 2013. The technique appears anomalous given tackle definitions but remains legal and accepted as part of the game.
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A Matter of Policy


the Overseas Player Ruling


by MICK CLEARY


‘The Australian approach is to allow a partial loosening of the restrictions, with only players with 60 Wallaby caps or more eligible for dispensation’


What’s wrong with playing rugby overseas? Playing in France did Rob Andrew no harm. Jonny Wilkinson certainly flourished there, too – fit, healthy, vibrant, alive, a far cry from the injury-blighted, angst-ridden individual who suffered far more than he prospered in the wake of the Sydney night of glory in 2003. There are others, too, who have found form as well as solace in foreign climes – Wallaby playmaker Matt Giteau at Toulon, Canadian lock Jamie Cudmore at Clermont, Pumas Juan Martín Fernández Lobbe and Patricio Albacete; the list is lengthy and distinguished. And the Armitage brothers at Toulon, Delon and Steffon? Big assets for their adopted club. So, too, former Bath full back Nick Abendanon at Clermont Auvergne, the 2015 European Player of the Year, following on from one Steffon Armitage. The roll-call is important. For in almost every case, the venture overseas has not been rugby’s equivalent of a gap year, a chance for some fun in the sun, kick-back time, a break from the rigours of the domestic circuit, an easy-money gig. No, it is none of these things. In fact, it is quite the opposite. Nearly every player of note who has opted to ply his trade abroad has become a better player, not a paler imitation of his former self, a faded presence on the scene. There are exceptions – the Welsh contingent, for example, the Dan Lydiates, do not seem to travel well, and even Ireland’s Johnny Sexton struggled to fit in and make his mark at Racing Métro in Paris – but the overriding impression is that the foreign experience is a positive one. Players are better for the trip, more rounded, more grounded, more productive.
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Delon Armitage (with ball) and Steffon Armitage in action for Toulon in the 2014 Top 14 final. The RFU’s selection policy regards players plying their trade overseas as ineligible for England except in ‘exceptional circumstances’.





Why then does the RFU seek to exclude them from their plans? Not just for the 2015 Rugby World Cup, but for the foreseeable future. The door is well and truly shut. No Armitages. No Abendanon. No David Strettle, who forsook a place in the 2015 World Cup squad to take up a three-year contract with Clermont. And there will be no Manu Tuilagi, either, if he were to move to Toulouse as has been mooted, where he will join up with another England exile, Toby Flood. All gone – and as far as their international reckoning is concerned, discarded.


The English state of affairs is in sharp contrast to that of South Africa and Australia, leading powers in the global game yet who seem to have little difficulty with the notion that some of their best players may wish to play overseas, be it in France or Japan where there are far more riches on offer than in their homeland. The Wallabies have only recently felt minded to move their goalposts, lifting the self-same exclusion zone that the RFU has chosen to erect to allow players such as Giteau or Drew Mitchell to return to the international fold. The Australian approach is to allow a partial loosening of the restrictions, with only players with 60 Wallaby caps or more eligible for dispensation.


South Africa have no such qualms. Bryan Habana, Ruan Pienaar, Schalk Brits – just three of their number who have played for the Springboks in recent times. Bakkies Botha, Victor Matfield, Jaque Fourie, Fourie du Preez – these are major items in terms of their playing prowess. Yet South Africa have recognised the socio-economic realities of the professional game. The rand cannot compete in the currency market, certainly not when set against the all-powerful euro. The South African union has come to terms with that, and has given its blessing for its players to head overseas. And why wouldn’t those players look to maximise the value of their talent? Their careers could come to an end at any moment. One bad injury, and that could be it. A projected 12-year career reduced to a few years by one ferocious and unexpected contact.
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Changes to Australian policy mean that Matt Giteau (left) and Drew Mitchell will be eligible for selection for the Wallabies once again.
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Ulster’s Ruan Pienaar runs into heavy traffic for the Springboks against the Wallabies in 2014’s Rugby Championship. South Africa are prepared to pick those who play their club rugby abroad.





The South African union was aware that several players would feel obliged to cash in on their worth while deals were on the table, particularly the older ones. Why should they be penalised for being good? So ran the argument. And the SA union accepted the realpolitik of the time. There is a downside, primarily that of player welfare and the danger of burn-out. Players are obliged to be available under World Rugby regulations on release for international windows, but what sort of state might a top-line player be in after a nine-months shift for a Top 14 paymaster? The Rugby Championship plays through the summer months of the northern hemisphere year, with those self-same Test stars expected to clock back on for duty with their respective clubs as soon as those international commitments are met. It is a brutal schedule, and not ideal for either party. The Argentine players face the same difficulties and the Argentine union is trying to come up with a package to attract their best players back home in order to be able to resource a Super Rugby franchise.
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Hello, my name is Phil Vickery.

1 am lead ambassador for Wooden Spoon. I'm
passionate about the charity because | really believe
that rugby can change children’s and young peoples.
lives, and | want you to help us do more.

This year is going to be one of the most exciting
for rugby in the UK and Ireland, we are celebrafing.
the many things that the sport has given to all the.
people who have played it, supported it and been
helped through it. We are using this opportunity
tolaunch our ‘We Are Rugby’ campaign.

From cooking for your mates, to organising a race
night at work, to co-ordinating your own rugby
tournament at school or college, we are asking
You to raise money and help make an incredible
difference to disadvantaged and disabled
children's lives across the UK and Ireland.

1 have had the privilege to visit many of the projects
Wooden Spoon supports. Someone who really sticks
" who had tragicaly lost her
son, Archie” to a ife-limiting condition.

Despite everything she had been through, Maxine
was 5o thankful to us as a charity. With the
‘accommodation we funded at the children’s hospice
‘where Archie was cared for, Maxine and her family
were able to spend his last days all together.

She was 50 appreciative that, with our help, she was
with her child in his final stages of lfe. That's the
kind of life-changing support we can make happen.

50 you see it doesn't matter what you do as long as
You do something. This handy fundraising pack wil
help you raise as much as you can, and every penny
helps change even more lives.

‘Thank you for everything you're about to do.
You're brilliant.
Phil Vickery

Inspired by our vaghy heritage,
weve been able +o help over a
million childven and young people
+hrough our life-changing
projects since we were

founded in 1983.
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As Royal Patron of the Wooden Spoon Society, the children’s charity of
rugby, I have visited many of the projects the charity supports and met the
inspirational children and their families that benefit from its work. Since the
charity was founded in 1983, Wooden Spoon has helped over a million
disadvantaged and disabled children and their families in the UK and Ireland. It
funds a range of projects which are not just rugby focused. Itis one of the
country’s largest funders of respite and medical treatment centres, sensory
rooms, specialist playgrounds, sports activity areas and community based
programmes. Despile being a national charity, Wooden Spoon has over 400
committed volunteers raising money in local communities. A distinct
characteristic of the charity is that funds are spent in the local area where they
are raised.

Rugby has always defined Wooden Spoon. The charity’s roots lie in
rugby and its future is shaped by it. On the field, enthusiasm, integrity,
teamwork and fun are foundations for all those involved in the game, and off
the field, they provide the driving force for the charity. The game’s culture
inspires Wooden Spoon. With the continued support and commitment of
leading sporting personalities through to clubs and local communities, rugby
has provided all those involved with a purpose in making a positive difference
for over 30 years.

2015 is an exciting year as England hosts the Rugby World Cup.

Wooden Spoon is celebrating the many things that rugby has given to people
who have played it, supported it and been supported through it. I encourage you
o support Wooden Spoon to ensure that it continues to help change the lives of
disadvantaged and disabled children living in your local community.
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Together we can change children’s lives
through the power of rugby.

visit the website to find out more:
wswearerugby.org.uk #wearerugby
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Chris Robshaw, Michael Owen, even Sir Ranulph Fiennes
are wearing our wonderful woolly hats!

Don't miss out on your limited edition Wooden Spoon woolly hat.
Buy online at woodenspoon.org.uk/woollyhat

Siv Raulph Fionnes

C Alox Cutibert Michacl O D

Every woolly hat vaises mach needed funds for
disabled and disadvantaged childven and young
people across the UK and Iveland.

#wearerugby
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When Craig’ was asked to leave home at 16 by his mum, his life
was heading in a downhill direction. Craig’s mum felt unable to

cope, as Craig drifted further into spending time on the streets,

taking drugs and hanging around with a bad crowd.

Placed in a children’s home, Craig was feeling stuck in life. He was desperate for independence but

couldn't see a way of being able to support himself. He became more frustrated and bitter about
his future.

Thankfully, just when things were looking very bleak for Craig, he found crucial support through
a special Wooden Spoon funded project — HITZ

With their help, Craig was given the support he needed to develop a focus and learn lie skills in
order to support himself. The programme enabled him to get involved in education again, learn
employability skills and boost his mood and self-esteem through rugby.

Craig secured himself a job with the local council; he now lives in his own accommodation and
has a great support network. He has even started rebuilding a relationship with his mum.

The money you raise can help many young people living in desperate situations turn their lives
around, and in turn, make a positive impact on society.

The money you vaise can help
many young people living in
desporate situations furn Hheir
lives avound, and in +uvn, make
a positive impact on society.

“Names and specific circumstances have been
changed to protect the identity of the young person.
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