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FOREWORD by John Lloyd





It’s thirty years since Douglas Adams and I wrote The Meaning of Liff and, four years later, The Deeper Meaning of Liff.


That they’re both still in print is a testament to the simplicity and universal appeal of the idea: that all sorts of perfectly common things around us have somehow escaped having names, and that this can be easily remedied by recycling the ones on signposts.


It’s a game anyone can play, and many do. Since Douglas’s tragic death at the absurdly young age of forty-nine, his friends and admirers have gone on adding to his legacy by inventing new liffs – on his website h2g2.com, on my website qi.com, on Twitter’s @ThatsLiff, and in various competitions over the years run by his indefatigable brother James to raise money for Douglas’s favourite charity, Save the Rhino.


Early in 2013, as a celebration of the original work, Radio 4 broadcast The Meaning of Liff at 30. Listeners’ own submissions were invited and this again produced a rich new crop of liffs. Just as it seemed a waste to have words cluttering up signposts when they could be usefully attached to something namelessly familiar, so it seemed an equal waste not to make use of all this public creativity. This book is the result. Many, many people have had a hand in it, and you can find their names (under my grateful thanks) in the acknowledgements at the back.


But there is one name, above all, to whom Afterliff owes its existence, that of my co-author, Jon Canter. Of course, nothing and no one can ever replace Douglas – his brilliance, his originality, his joyous genius – but when it comes to penning liffs at least, Jon comes awfully close.


The three of us were at university together and remained lifelong friends until that terrible day in 2001 when Douglas had his heart attack. Back in the 1970s, Jon and I had both, at different times, shared flats with Douglas and, in the eighties, Jon became the third (shamefully uncredited) author of The Deeper Meaning of Liff. He proved at once to be a master of the genre, coming up with many of the best lines – including three of the six chosen for the Deeper back cover. His contribution to that book was incalculable, as it is to this.


We both hope you have as much fun reading Afterliff as we had writing it and, to Douglas, in whichever universe he may be, we say, ‘So Long, and Thanks for All the Liffs’.





JOHN LLOYD


Hammersmith, May 2013
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Aachen n.


The fake name you add to the front of your mobile phone’s address book to stop annoying the aast (q.v.).


Aast n.


The first person in a mobile phone’s address book, who gets all the calls from handbags and pockets.


Ab Lench adj.phr.


Not up for anything much, really: the opposite of ‘gung ho’.


Abbots Ripton n.


Man in a dog collar at a party who tells you he ‘doesn’t really believe in all that God stuff’.


Abcott n.


The tiny remnant of a bar of soap.


Aberdovey n.


A tribute band composed mostly of pigeons.


Aberglasney n.


The particular kind of self-pity induced by alcohol.


Aberlemno n.


The little shelf on a tennis umpire’s stepladder where the soft drinks are kept.


Abernethy n.


Unit of fluffiness. In five-star hotels, the white towels and dressing gowns must be a minimum of 90 abernethy.


Acaster Malbis n.


One who stands at a pelican crossing, watches you press the wait button, and then presses it again.
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Adbolton n.


Short, fast, baffling burst of sponsorship repeated either side of the commercial breaks in a TV show till it drives viewers mad.


Addison n.


The extra time you need to allow when taking a shortcut.


Adjungbilly n.


The ring of discarded leaflets on the pavement a few feet from the person handing them out.


Ae n.


Useful two-letter Scrabble word: a player who has drawn nothing but vowels.


Agharoo n.


A larger-than-life sneeze in a Bollywood comedy, used as the basis for a dance routine.


Aismunderby n.


The dent on either side of the nose of a person who wears glasses.


Alawoona n.


A sacred chant for the wellbeing of the Dow Jones Index.


Albox n.


A mail-order package that arrives but appears not to weigh anything.


Alkipi n.


Japanese thank-you-letter-writing torture.


Almurta n.


Code of silence among pets that stops your parrot from telling you what your cat just did on your bed.


Alvechurch n.


A place of worship in which the clergy outnumber the congregation.


Amazonia pl.n.


Small last-minute gifts ordered online to top up a main present that the giver suspects won’t be good enough on its own.


Amby adj.


Reluctant to be the first to slag someone off but happy to join in as things hot up.


Amcotts pl.n.


Orange-tipped cotton buds found behind things in the bathroom.


Amesbury n.


The legal process by which a judge in a divorce case decides who gets custody of the couple’s friends.


Ancaster n.


A name on a building with one of its letters missing.


Ando n.


The art of mastering Japanese toilets.


Anembo adv.


The way creative directors and commissioning editors sit: leaning back with their hands behind their head and their feet on the desk.


Anglesey n.


Hypothetical object at which a lazy eye is looking.


Annagry adj.


Infuriated by the last crossword clue.


Annecy n.


A half-sucked Tic Tac or jellybean found sticking to a pair of sunglasses in the glove compartment.


Anthorn n.


(MEDICAL) A penis so embarrassingly small that the doctor secretly takes a picture of it on his phone.


Antist n.


A vet who specialises in insects.


Antrim n.


Barber’s term for the unmentionable hair discreetly snipped from eyebrows, nostrils and earholes.


Arbroath n.


Throat-clearing designed to alert passers-by to your presence in the lavatory.


 Arbuckle Junction n.


That point in the task where you realise it’s going to be a lot harder than you thought.


Ardateggle v.


To poke burning pornography into the tiniest possible fragments.


Arkansas n.


Any name not pronounced the way it’s spelt.


Aruba n.


Small bottle of scented liquid in a hotel bathroom that could be shampoo, moisturiser, disinfectant or liqueur.


Ashby Puerorum n.


One who prefaces every utterance with ‘In my day …’


Askamore n.


An Italian waiter who keeps coming back to find out if everything’s all right.


Askham Bryan n.


The junior journalist despatched to the scene of a disaster to gather answers to the question ‘How do you feel?’


Asquith n.


Person in a doctor’s waiting room who appears to have absolutely nothing wrong with them.


Aston Clinton n.


Clean-cut American student destined to become a partner in a corrupt legal firm.


Attunga n.


The ding that tells you the lift has arrived.


Attymon n.


A West Indian cricket enthusiast.


Audley End n.


The sentence you read in bed and read in bed again and read in bed again and then your eyes close.


Aughnaloopy n.


A tangle of tights and bras.


Avening ptcpl.v.


Putting on your coat to say goodbye, then spending fifteen minutes saying it.
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Avonmouth n.


A woman who has overdone her lipstick.
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Babcary n.


A front papoose ostentatiously worn by first-time fathers.


Badgers Mount n.


The sexual position you knew wouldn’t work despite your partner’s eagerness to try it.


Badlesmere n.


One who dishonestly ticks the ‘I have read and agree to the Terms and Conditions’ box.


Baffie n.


Hearty squeeze of an acquaintance’s testicles, otherwise known as a ‘South African handshake’.


Baghetti n.


Modish variety of Milanese pasta shaped like little man-satchels.


Balerno n.


The spooky sensation that someone is about to explain déjà vu to you.


Ballywatticock n.


Someone who brings his own clubs to seaside Crazy Golf.


Balmaha adv.


With hands on hips and feet wide apart; the stance of city dwellers appreciating the view at weekends.


Balranald n.


One who phones up in a rage to complain about a show they didn’t watch.


Baltyfarrell n.


A table with one leg shorter than the others.


Bambill n.


The ‘Back in 5 Mins’ sign on a shop door that’s been there over an hour.


Banada n.


A Canadian banana.


Bangkok n.


A dud firework found in a flowerbed.


Bankhead n.


One who quits a highly paid job in the City to become a gardener, potter, baker or hypnotherapist.


Bannerbank n.


The void above the human shoulder that anthropologists believe evolved to leave room for TV graphics or video clips.


Barbaggio n.


The tourist place you go to for the first meal of your holiday because you don’t yet know any better.


Barbican n.


The reflection of a street lamp on a car roof on a rainy night, which looks like a taxi sign until you try to flag it down.


Barcillonnette n.


The beep of a supermarket till as it scans an item.


Barjarg n.


The uncomfortable seating in fast-food restaurants, designed to make you eat the food faster.


Barlin n.


The hand gesture, with thumb to ear and little finger to mouth, which signals you’d like someone to call you.


Barnave n.


A man who addresses groups of women as ‘guys’.


Barnawartha n.


State of grace achieved by finally freeing your cafetière of all grounds.
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Barooga n.


Nervous twitch of a dCected recoiling of a metal tape measure.


Barwick-in-Elmet n.


Lusty knight undergoing voluntary chastity to work up a keen sense of rage before battle.


Basket Swamp n.


A beach café dripping with wet swimmers.


Bawtry adj.


Uneasy from standing in a tepid pool of someone else’s shower water.


Beagle Gulf n.


The time in years, months, days, hours and minutes since a lapsed smoker last had a cigarette.


Beattock n.


The part of someone’s body you stroke seductively in bed, only to discover it’s not the part you thought it was.


Beaucroissant n.


Male flatmate who spends all his time in the bathroom.


Beausemblant n.


One who expects to be understood in France if he speaks English with a French accent.


Bebeah n.


The delicious aroma of a baby’s head.


Beelsby n.


A leg or antenna of an insect suspended in a jar of clear honey.


Beeston n.


A low-pitched drone, as from an unseen motorway or history teacher.
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Bejoording ptcpl.v.


Exaggerating a footballer’s sexual prowess to increase the value of a kiss-and-tell story.


Belltrees pl.n.


The numbered options you’re offered by an automated answering service, none of which you want.


Belmont n.


An alarm clock cast in a starring role in a dream.


Belmunging ptcpl.v.


Passing on gossip divulged to you on condition it went no further, on the strict understanding that it goes no further.


Beltana n.


A canapé you consume in one go without having any idea what it is.


Bempton n.


A complete stranger who inexplicably singles you out for a buffeting on the dodgems.


Bermuda n.


The last remaining, least popular chocolate in the box.


Big Neeston n.


A Scotsman everyone agrees with on account of his size.


Biggleswade n.


What leather flying jackets are lined with.


Binegar n.


Any liquid left in a jar in the fridge for so long that it’s separated into two or more components.
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Bingley n.


One who announces his presence in a room by making jaunty noises.


Birtle v.


To make something worse by trying to improve it.


Biscathorpe n.


Collection of old patterned tins on top of your grandmother’s fridge.


Bishop’s Nympton n.


The curly bit on the end of a bishop’s staff, which he uses to gather cobwebs or tickle the congregation.


Blaby n.


A balloon that refuses to inflate, no matter how hard you blow into it.


Blargies pl.n.


The smatterings of food that fly onto the mirror when you floss.


Blindcrake v.


To fumble under the dashboard for the bonnet release.


Boasley Cross n.


An encounter between two enemies in the street, in which they nod to each other as they pass, count to five, and then mutter ‘Arsehole’.


Bodelwyddan adj.


Unable to walk straight after getting off a playground roundabout.
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Bodnant n.


The perky little fellow at a distant relative’s funeral who seems to know who you are.


Boffles n.


High-waisted trousers worn by old men.


Bogue n.


Something not, and never likely to be, in vogue. ‘The bogue for dip-dyed culottes will continue this season. Be seen with them and die.’ Tatler


Boloquoy n.


Rambling monologue cursing yourself the morning after behaving badly.


Boufflers pl.n.


Strangers who say ‘Oo, he’s gorgeous!’ as they smile at your baby daughter.


Bowlish adj.


Impatient to get to the dessert course.


Bowshank n.


A lavatory set so close to the cistern that the seat won’t stand up on its own.


Boxworth n.


A person who can’t enter a room without turning on a TV or radio.


Boyanup n.


The perverse rush of pleasure you get the first time your son beats you fair and square at tennis.


Bracknell v.


To explain patiently to an older person how to use a computer.


Brampton Bierlow n.


The chuntering noise made by an old photocopier to let you know it’s thinking about doing something.


Bricy adj.


Worryingly inexpensive.


Briffons pl.n.


Bare-bottomed garden gnomes; men’s aprons with breasts on; chocolate penises; tinned panties.


Brightlingsea n.


The blinding rush of light when someone opens the curtains in the morning before you’re ready.


Brighton n.


The little light that tells you a piece of electrical equipment is working.


Bringolo interj.


Cry of admiration in an Italian restaurant, when a waiter carrying four plates bursts through the kitchen door.


Briscous adj.


Bewilderingly resilient, as with Jeffrey Archer or the Ebola virus.


Brixham n.


A builder who tidies up after himself at the end of the day.


Brixworth n.


The extra time you allow yourself in bed when you wake up thinking it’s a weekday and then remember it isn’t.
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Broadwoodwidger n.


An eighteenth-century craftsman, maker of strange fanciful implements designed to be hung on the walls of taverns as conversation pieces. In her History of Broadwoodwidgery (2009), Hilary Mann writes: ‘It is a tribute to the enduring craft of the broadwoodwidger that people still go into pubs in Britain, look at the objects hanging on the wall and ask, “What the hell is that?”’


Brombos interj.


Traditional cry of a real Mexican as he bites into a chilli pepper.


Brompton Ralph n.


A tramp with an upper-class accent.
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Broons pl.n.


The rubbery beige things in cellophane envelopes they sell on trains instead of croissants.


Brouchy adj.


Looking at the world through dung-coloured spectacles.


Brulange n.


The black dust scraped from burnt toast.


Brund n.


The mood you’re in when you don’t know what mood you’re in.


Buding ptcpl.v.


Making friends with someone by finding things in common you both dislike.


Bugle Gate n.


A sign with attitude, such as ‘Don’t Even Think of Parking Here’ or ‘Trespassers Will Be Shot’.


Bulwell v.


To successfully argue a point without believing a word of it.


Bunratty adj.


Annoyed with yourself for eating too many Krispy Kreme doughnuts.


Burlats pl.n.


Noises from the waking world – footsteps, car horns, doors, belmonts (q.v.) – incorporated into a dream.


Burzy n.


A kiss goodnight from your father.


Bussnang n.


(ARCHAIC) The bell the conductor rings twice to tell the driver to move off.


Butt of Lewis n.


Spin-off television series not featuring the actor who was the reason you watched the original.
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Bweeng n.


One who cries on cue in soppy movies.
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