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Angora goats.












Foreword


Goats are a diverse range of beautiful (and sometimes rare) animals. Bucks and does, billies or nannies, are the source of many a children’s story (who hasn’t read the Norwegian fairy tale The Three Billy Goats Gruff to their children?). Goats were taken into the human fold more than ten thousand years ago and most breeds have been wandering the fields, hillsides and mountains since time immemorial. From some we obtain fibre to create exquisite mohair and cashmere clothing. Others give us possibly more mundane (but equally important and extremely healthy) meat and milk, the latter frequently being turned into mouth-watering cheeses, bringing joy to me and a living to many farmers.


Goats are browsers and prefer unwanted brush, briar and weeds to grass, their lips and tongues selecting only the tastiest plants. Extremely intelligent and curious, they are also experts at escaping from the most secure fields.


In addition they make excellent pets: you may look twice when you see a goat wandering through a hospital ward, nursing home or rehabilitation centre, but therapy goats “bring love, affection, laughter and calmness to people ailing in mind, body or spirit”.


Jack Byard, Bradford, 2019


NOTE: All weights, sizes and measurements in this book are averages based on breed records and the terrain in which the animals live. Male goats are known as billy or buck; female goats as nanny or doe.







1 Anatolian Black


Characteristics


Weight: 99–198 lb (40–90 kg).


Height: 28–40 in (70–100 cm).


Both billies and nannies have curved horns.
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The Anatolian Black has been domesticated and bred on small farms in what is now Turkey since 700 BC. It is described as the Syrian type, with long droopy ears and long hair.


This calm gentle mountain breed is normally found in large herds around the Mediterranean and Aegean regions and is well adapted to survive the wild weather and sparse feed; the long, thick, hairy undercoat insulates the animal against the cold. They are occasionally brown, grey or pied, and have a tremendous tolerance to disease. They breed all the year round, feeding on grass and small pine, olive and almond saplings and grain. If there is plenty of food available for the goats the breeder will set up camp along with the herd.


The Anatolian Black is also a brilliant mowing machine. Some say the breed is aggressive and dangerous, but experts confirm that this is not the case. The Anatolian Black is bred for its milk and meat and for its fibre: it sheds 1 lb (0.45 kg) a year.










2 Angora


Characteristics


Weight: male 180–225 lb (82–102 kg), female 100–110 lb (45–50 kg).


Height: male 48 in (122 cm), female 36 in (92 cm).


Both have gently curving horns.
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Goat hair or fibre has been used to make clothing for over three thousand years. Mohair is the silky, lustrous and hard-wearing fibre from the Angora goat, which is shorn twice a year, producing 9–11 lb (4–5 kg). Originally coming from the Himalayas, the goats were herded to Ankara by Suleiman Shah while fleeing from the legendary Genghis Khan. “Angora” derives from Ankara, and “mohair” from the Arabic mukhayua.


The finest mohair comes from the six-month-old kid, coarsening as the animal gets older. The main colour is white, but black to grey and silver are being bred, plus reds and brown. Mohair is an all-season fibre, cosy in winter and cool in summer. Hats, scarves, socks, fleeces and suits – and I must not forget the cuddly teddy bear. Records show that the Angora, with its long droopy ears, first reached British shores in the 1500s, but did not survive, and that the Angora owned by Queen Victoria suffered the same fate.


They set foot in Australia in the 1830s, and arrived in the United States in 1849. It was not until the 1980s that they were truly established in the British Isles.
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