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FOREWORD

It is both a great honour and privilege to write the foreword to this inspiring book. Pastor Isaac O. Ajibolorunrin has been my prayer partner for over a decade, and during this time, I have been consistently impressed by his passion for the Word of God, his profound reverence for Him and his deep knowledge of biblical truth, which he communicates so powerfully during our daily prayers.

This book is yet another testimony to his calling. It confirms, without doubt, that the Bible remains the sure foundation for human growth, renewal and sanity. More than a resource, it is an inspiration. Pastor Isaac takes the profound theme of the Universality of God’s Mercies: The Book of Jonah, and presents it in a way that is practical, engaging and accessible to all.

What makes this work particularly remarkable is Pastor Isaac’s unique ability to weave together research, spiritual insight, and real-life application. His counsel and biblical expositions have personally helped me grow as a true son of the Most High, bringing strength in my moments of trial and joy in my seasons of celebration.

Indeed, the mercies of God, as revealed throughout Scripture, are abundant and beyond human description.

I wholeheartedly recommend this book. Whether you are encountering this subject for the first time or are already well-versed in it, you will discover fresh insights that will enrich your walk with God. The pages ahead will expand your understanding, stir your faith and challenge you to take meaningful steps in your spiritual journey.

God bless you richly as you read.

Sir Olu Okeowo

Founder & Chairman Gilbratar Construction Nigeria Ltd

Lagos, Nigeria

		
	
		

INTRODUCTION

God’s mercies abound all over the Bible, but I will limit my writing to the type of mercy shown by God in Jonah’s life through the latter’s book. He was sent to evangelise the Ninevites, to call them to repentance and allow God to take the credit. Was it a straightforward missionary duty, or more would be required from God before Jonah would act? Personally, I have always benefited variously from God’s mercies long before I wrote this book, but this publication has brought me to another dimension which has deepened my understanding about the universality of God’s mercies—Jonah had problem with that at the beginning. 

Indeed, the vastness of God’s mercies towards me is indescribable. So many times and at different occasions one came close to death, but through God’s mercies I have been preserved. When it was time to answer the Call into Ministry, although I did not run away like Jonah, but I was reluctant, hesitant and gave God many excuses until He said, “Enough!” It was after that encounter that I accepted the call. From my personal view, I would say, do not blame Jonah because you do not know his personal circumstance prior, especially, before he was instructed to go to Nineveh for the missionary task. 

Notwithstanding, we have a lot to learn from this book, it is for every Christian believer and everyone aspiring to walk in obedience to God’s bidding, and looking for His mercy. It is a volume that will help you to appreciate how God has been merciful and compassionate towards you—much more than you thought. And importantly, it is a book that  shows that, God can be merciful to the outcast and the undeserved,  and He wants you to be merciful and compassionate to your fellow humans universally, no matter who they are, and where they come from. For short, it is a book that shows the universality of God’s mercies—join me on this journey of discovery. 

Reverend Dr Isaac Ajibolorunrin

		
	
		

CHAPTER ONE

THE GENEALOGY OF JONAH 

Was He A Real Person?

Jonah was the son of Ammittai of Gath-hepher (Jonah 1:1) which belongs to the tribe of Zebulun. Who was Zebulun and who were the tribe of Zebulun? Zebulun as an individual was one of the twelve sons of Jacob and it was through him that the tribe of Zebulun came about. Sequentially, Zebulun was the tenth son out of Jacob’s twelve children, (Genesis 30:20). But the sixth son of Leah the sister of Rachel who were both married to Jacob. 

And Leah said, “God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my husband will dwell with me, because I have borne him six sons.” So she called his name Zebulun. Genesis 30:20 

It must be emphasised that despite being sisters, there was a matrimonial rivalry between Leah and Rachel, in regards to who Jacob their husband should love more. Without any doubt, Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah, (Genesis 29:16). The background story in (Genesis 29:16-25), will help you to understand better. 

Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance. 18 Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter.” 19 And Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man. Stay with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her. 21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to her.” 22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place and made a feast. 23 Now it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 And Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a maid. 25 So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have you deceived me?” Genesis 29:16-25

The Bible records that Rachel who was originally meant to be the first wife of Jacob, was deceivingly denied him by Laban. The Lord will send all fraudulent people away from your life permanently, in the name of Jesus Christ. Again, for all your God-ordained enterprise, you will not be robbed. Way forward, Jacob served Laban for another seven years to marry Rachel, in total making fourteen years. My prayer for you is that, you will not need to work twice the normal effort before you earn your dreamed trophy.

Meanwhile, Leah had already been given in marriage to Jacob by Laban in what appeared to be a deceptive switch. This foul-play made Rachel to become the second wife as we read in (Genesis 29:18-25). As time went on, there was a contention and unusual rivalry between the two sisters who were married to their husband (Jacob). A statement of reference to show there was a marital competition is as remarked in (Genesis 30:15),


But she said to her, “Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband? Would you take away my son’s mandrakes also?” And Rachel said, “Therefore he will lie with you tonight for your son’s mandrakes.” Genesis 30:15

One wonders if the mandrakes were meant to grant access to the matrimonial bed for the time being, or a customary bargaining between the two of them for the right to sleep with Jacob if they were taking turns. It was shortly after the above conversation that Zebulun was born as narrated in (Genesis 30:17-20),

And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18 Leah said, “God has given me my wages, because I have given my maid to my husband.” So she called his name Issachar. 19 Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 And Leah said, “God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my husband will dwell with me, because I have borne him six sons.” So she called his name Zebulun. Genesis 30:17-20

As stated above, it was through this sixth son that the tribe of Zebulun come from. One day when Jacob realised he would die soon, he called all his sons for prayers and he gave some prophetic parting words over them. Even though it was a last testament of Jacob, (Zebulun’s earthly father), it was prophetic as it turned out to be perfectly true later in the lives of the people of that tribe. In a nutshell, Zebulun was described by his father (Jacob) as a tribe that would be located where they would engage in sea trade and gain prominence in commerce as expressed in (Genesis 49:13),


Zebulun shall dwell by the haven of the sea; He shall become a haven for ships, And his border shall adjoin Sidon. Genesis 49:13

What Happened To The Prophecy?

No one imagined that many years later among their future generation, there would be a person called Jonah who would be involved with traders and sailors. Further, they wouldn’t have believed that God at a point in history would send an individual called Jonah to travel by sea to Nineveh on a missionary duty which turned out to be a spectacular assignment. 

Again, it would have been inconceivable to them if they were told that years to come, they would be allocated a landed inheritance as a tribe (Zebulun) in the Promised Land. As biblically indicated, their landed allocation which comprised of some of the most fertile land in the Plain of Jezreel was prophetically uttered by their forefather (Jacob).

My prayer for you is that, you will inherit generational blessings and not curses in the name of Jesus Christ. It is sad to say, but it is worth mentioning that, presently many people are labouring under the curse of what their fathers or forefathers did. May God who delivered the Israelites through His outstretched arm, deliver you completely, and all your loved ones in the name of Jesus Christ. May He show you His lovingkindness always, and throughout your lifetime, (Jeremiah 32:16-18). Let us read, 

“Now when I had delivered the purchase deed to Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed to the LORD, saying: 17 ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You. 18 You show lovingkindness to thousands, and repay the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them—the Great, the Mighty God, whose name is the LORD of hosts. Jeremiah 32:16-18

Your case will not be difficult for God to solve in the name of Jesus Christ. The iniquity of the fathers will not hinder you. If God had shown His lovingkindness to many thousands in the past, He will remember you and include you in this season, amen.

Furthermore, when the Israelites entered the Promised Land, Joshua the son of Nun divided the land of Canaan to the Israelites and when the lot came up, the children of Zebulun received their inheritance as recorded in (Joshua 19:10-16). This explains the tribal or genealogical root of Jonah. 

The Land Given to the Tribe of Zebulun: The third tribe to receive its assignment of land was Zebulun. Its boundary started on the south side of Sarid. 11 From there it circled to the west, going near Mareal and Dabbesheth until it reached the brook east of Jokneam. 12 In the other direction, the boundary line went east to the border of Chisloth-tabor, and from there to Daberath and Japhia; 13 then it continued east of Gath-hepher, Ethkazin, and Rimmon and turned toward Neah. 14 The northern boundary of Zebulun passed Hannathon and ended at the valley of Iphtahel. 15-16 The cities in these areas, besides those already mentioned, included Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, Bethlehem, and each of their surrounding villages. Altogether there were twelve of these cities. Joshua 19:10-16


Where Do We Go From Here? 

In our quest for some more information about Jonah, as we progress in this remarkable exercise, we might ask some questions as listed below: 

Did the Nineveh missionary duty really took place? Did the Nineveh missionary duty popularise Jonah? Was God being intentional about the genealogical root of this individual called Jonah? What made Jonah’s bloodline to be significant in his assignment? Did any prophecy come true for the tribe of Zebulun? Where was Jonah before the Nineveh commission? For a more in-depth understanding and clarity, it is appropriate to discuss some of the attributes of Jonah’s ministry in regards to the historical, social and political sentiments, or nuances of his days in the next chapter.

		
	
		

CHAPTER TWO

THE ATTRIBUTES OF JONAH’S MINISTRY

An Overview

The attributes of Jonah’s ministry can be understood better when we consider some of the historical, social and political sentiments that were happening during his time. Also, it is important to bear in mind the prophecy that was uttered by Jacob on Zebulun who was Jonah’s forefather, (Genesis 49:13). 

“Zebulun shall dwell by the haven of the sea; He shall become a haven for ships, And his border shall adjoin Sidon. Genesis 49:13

God can use anybody but on this missionary journey, He was ready to send someone who was accustomed to sea life and sea travel, and He found that person in Jonah, the son of Ammittai of Gath-hepher which belongs to the tribe of Zebulun. Again, it should be remembered that Jonah’s missional journey to Nineveh was not his first assignment as we shall see later. Further, it is pertinent to find out if he (Jonah) was a human agent sent by God or not? And how does the Bible describe him? We shall come to this topic soon. 

Villain or Angel

The reality of life is, you need one good person (angel) to help you and you are done, but it takes one ungodly person (villain) you allow into your ‘ship’ (life) to truncate the entire journey of destiny. Similarly, one villain on your Board of Directors/Trustees can frustrate your business or ministry. Further, it takes one evil adviser among your business associates to collapse your business, or a bad friend to break one’s marriage, or a relationship and so on. My prayer is that, God will deliver you from known and unknown destroyers or villains. Wasters of time, resources, opportunities and glory shall not find you in the name of Jesus Christ. The Lord will send your way good people that will help you. 

It is important to note that when Jonah was running away from God, so long as he was in the ship, advancement and speed were difficult to achieve by the voyagers because of the stormy wind which God had released against them. May God deliver you from every power militating against your progress in life, and I pray that your transition to the next level shall be with ease. From today you will not learn in a hard way any more.

The Historical And Political Enmity Between Israel And The Assyrians

The rationale behind Jonah’s decision to go to Tarshish instead of Nineveh, and the resultant waste of merchandise was unacceptable. Even so, we should try and see the reason for his behaviour. Historically, the northern part of Israel which Jonah came from was exposed to Assyrian invasion, and the latter being their aggressor caused them a lot of pain, which naturally meant he (Jonah) would have disliked them for the atrocities and hardship they (the Assyrians) caused his people. As God’s children we need to refrain from allowing our emotions or animosity to over-ride the ideals of God. You will be accountable for every action you take, good or bad. Let God fight for you or avenge your enemies whichever way He chooses. Only God does what He pleases (Psalm 135:5-6), you and I are not God, and so cannot do whatever we like.

For I know that the LORD is great, And our Lord is above all gods. 6 Whatever the LORD pleases He does, In heaven and in earth, In the seas and in all deep places. Psalm 135:5-6

Also, remember God’s instruction for His children is, love your enemies and do good to them as in (Luke 6:35), let us read,

But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Luke 6:35

Furthermore, Jonah was a prophet of God who was sent to go and deliver a message of repentance to an Assyrian capital city, and he owed his duty to God and had no right to do whatever he liked. But Jonah’s attitude possibly was, “Why should God spare them when they are our aggressors? I won’t go, let God judge or kill them—they are our enemies.” However, God was thinking differently, unknown to Jonah who by now was disobeying God by going the opposite direction. I pray that people’s behaviour will not make you to sin against God. Also, I pray that you will not misunderstand God in any circumstance you find yourself. 

Jonah’s Ministry Before Nineveh

God was not out to promote Himself or popularise any of His servants. But rather, He is Sovereign and does whatever He wants for the good of humanity. He does His things with good intentions and bears their eternal consequences at heart. God is not a politician, as we know, they (politicians) try to please the public in order to gain their votes when required. Not only that, politicians change and renege on their promises or manifestos, but God does not change, hear what is said about Him in (Malachi 3:6), 

For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob. Malachi 3:6

Further, God is a Covenant-keeper, for instance, He kept His promises with Abraham and Moses at different occasions while dealing with these two individuals, see (Genesis 17:9-11 and Exodus 3:15). There are many other instances in the Bible that show that God can keep His promises whenever and wherever, for many years, even thousands of years. Let us read,

And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10 This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. Genesis 17:9-11

Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’ Exodus 3:15

Unsurprisingly, God was interested in saving the people of Nineveh (an Assyrian capital city during the time), from damnation because of their sins. God’s love for this city which was abroad led to the decision to send Jonah to them if they would repent. It had nothing to do with Jonah, Jonah’s genealogical root, that is, the tribe of Zebulun, or the political animosity between the two nations—God is God of the entire universe.

For some of us, it might not come as a surprise hearing Jonah’s name being mentioned for the first time through the imminent judgment on Nineveh. But it is important to mention that Jonah prophesied in Israel before the Nineveh missional assignment. It is recorded that his prediction for Israel was fulfilled during the reign of King Jeroboam II. This king, (Jeroboam II) continued with the recovery agenda which his predecessor (Jehoash) had began. Jeroboam II was a good administrator and military general who recovered all the territories Israel had lost, (2 Kings 14:28), but he broke Yahweh’s covenant continually, because of idol worship,1 despite the economic recovery which was credited to his reign. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did—his might, how he made war, and how he recaptured for Israel, from Damascus and Hamath, what had belonged to Judah—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 2 Kings 14:28

In a few words, Jeroboam II was successful in his political office, but did not walk in the will of God. Pray like this,


God of Israel, give me the grace to walk in your will and grant me success in my career in the name of Jesus Christ  

Father, give me the power to walk in your will and grant me success in my ministry in the name of Jesus Christ

God of Israel, give me the will-power to walk in obedience and grant me success in my business in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

As for Jonah, although his missionary duty to Nineveh (a non-Israelite city) is more popular to a lot of people today, yet this aspect of his ministry during Jeroboam II must not be overlooked. Let us read (2 Kings 14:23-25), 

Meanwhile, over in Israel, Jeroboam II had become king during the fifteenth year of the reign of King Amaziah of Judah. Jeroboam’s reign lasted forty-one years. 24 But he was as evil as Jeroboam I (the son of Nebat), who had led Israel into the sin of worshiping idols. 25 Jeroboam II recovered the lost territories of Israel between Hamath and the Dead Sea, just as the Lord God of Israel had predicted through Jonah (son of Amittai) the prophet from Gathhepher. 2 Kings 14:23-25 TLB

Jonah As A Human Agent

Humans by nature are vulnerable and fragile like a worm crawling in an open field, anything can happen to it. Also, humans can be timid and weak except God’s mercy that regularly keeps us strong in the face of challenges or crisis. Lest we forget, Jonah was a messenger of God, but he was a human agent. However, we should be grateful for God’s merciful kindness towards us as the Bible states in (Psalms 103:13-14; 136:23-24, Lamentation 3:22-23). Let us read,

As a father pities his children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him. 14 For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. Psalm 103:13-14

(It is God) Who remembered us in our lowly state, For His mercy endures forever; 24 And rescued us from our enemies, For His mercy endures forever. Psalm 136:23-24

Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. 23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. Lamentation 3:22-23

How Does The Bible Describe Jonah?

The Bible describes Jonah as someone who ran away from God, (Jonah 1:3),

But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. Jonah 1:3

It should be considered a serious incident for a child of God to leave God’s presence the way Jonah did. Is anything wrong with having the mind of your own? Not really, but he (Jonah) was a man of God who was expected to be a good example. You and I as God’s children are equally required to lead a good example at all times. It is completely strange when we consider that in God’s presence there is fullness of joy and in His right hand are good and perfect things (pleasures) forever more, (Psalm 16:11), and flee His presence. Yet, Jonah fled from God’s presence. The irony of life is that, any of us could have behaved in a like manner. Unfortunately there is need to ask further harder questions when Jonah behaved differently at this time. 

What made the opportunity for repentance that God wanted to offer the Ninevites to mean nothing to Jonah at that time? What went wrong with Jonah’s thinking ability? One of our instincts should be to enter into Jonah’s world, perhaps we can learn something from his perspective. Warning! We do not have to downplay the situation and make it look simple, ordinary and normal. Not at all. 

However, it must have been concerning to him because that was not his first encounter with God. The question arises, is God about to use him to teach us something, or show how weak any of us could be during a crisis of some sort? This is my opinion, any of us could be the ‘Jonah’ here. Would I, or yourself have behaved any better? At this time period, there are five pointers or questions which have been generated below to help you form some mental objects in your quest to obtain mercy. Be ready.

Question Time



	• To start with, what could have informed Jonah’s decision—personally, socio-economically and politically?

	• What was his mental state at the time—angry, anxious, bitter, confused, depressed, overwhelmed, or fearful? 

	• What would likely be his immediate circumstance during that time, that is, family matters, financial challenges, pressure from Ministry workload, or something else? 

	• Were there internal conflict, or external forces, a spiritual battle, or some trouble somewhere, to have warranted the behaviour? 

	• Was his Ministry facing problems, or he had family related issues, or both? Perhaps we would never know.


There’s Need For Discernment

But note, not everyone you see on the streets is a happy person. They could be carrying some baggage of problems. Nevertheless, this is my guess, Jonah could be wrong in our eyes and we are allowed to criticise, or conclude that he acted disobediently to God. However, as a human, I think he had his reservations. Let us be reminded that being a servant of God does not exclude one from facing crisis in their life. Have you made a mistake before? Cast the first stone and let us see.

Interestingly, as we progress in life, we are likely to have one ‘Jonah’ or the other in our ‘ship’ (life) which could lead to a misfortune. Remember, as Jonah boarded the ship going to Tarshish and got them into trouble, so people can enter your life, looking harmless and innocent at first, until after some time then the storm begins. The ‘ship’ in question could be through a person you have allowed into your space, someone you have given too much access into your private or personal life. For instance, an associate from your school or the university, through your church fellowship meeting, a partner in business, someone you dated, or in a courtship with a person before marriage, a lifetime relationship of any kind, and so on. This is why it is important to beware of people you allow access into your life (‘ship’), intentionally or unintentionally. We all need discernment without being too suspicious of any person who comes into our lives. 

Going forward, following the storm at sea, I imagine the sailors regretted that their passengers were not properly vetted before they allowed them to board the ship. Was there a situation in your life that you wished you were more cautious? The sailors would have thought so when the trouble arose. Hear my piece of advice, always try to do the right thing to avoid a regret later. 

May God deliver you from dangerous people in your life, whether they look innocent now or harmless. Hear this, not long into the journey a storm arose and Jonah as we know, was responsible for the loss of their economic goods, and it almost cost the entire lives of the mariners and their fellow travellers. Again, I pray that you will not welcome or attach yourself to wrong people in the name of Jesus Christ. Always remember, your ‘ship’ in this context could be your business, marriage, talent, skill, ministry, career, to mention but this few.

Furthermore, as much as possible, avoid destiny destroyers or polluters, and such people who think they can do whatever they like. Note that Jonah in the above text was a dangerous passenger, but he didn’t look like it when he first boarded the ship. In the previous two chapters, it could be seen that Jonah already found himself in the midst of the socio-economic and political nuances of his time. Having been caught in the web, it is pertinent to enter his world—his space, to enable us to truly know him as it would be seen in the next chapter. Let no one judge or blame him. 
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