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Meet Your New Dog


Welcome to Meet the Dachshund. Whether you’re a long-time Dachshund owner, or you’ve just gotten your first puppy, we wish you a lifetime of happiness and enjoyment with your new pet.


In this book, you’ll learn about the history of the breed; receive tips on feeding, grooming, and training; and learn about all the fun you can have with your dog. The American Kennel Club and I-5 Press hope that this book serves as a useful guide on the lifelong journey you’ll take with your canine companion.


Owned and cherished by millions across America, Dachshunds make wonderful companions and also enjoy taking part in a variety of dog sports, including Conformation (dog shows), Obedience, AKC Rally®, and Agility.


Thousands of Dachshunds have also earned the Canine Good Citizen® certification by demonstrating their good manners at home and in the community. We hope that you and your Dachshund will become involved in AKC events, too! Learn how to get involved or find a training club in your area at www.akc.org.


We encourage you to connect with other Dachshund owners on Facebook (www.facebook.com/americankennelclub) and Twitter (@akcdoglovers). Also visit the website for the Dachshund Club of America (www.dachshundclubofamerica.org), the national parent club for the Dachshund, to learn about the breed from reputable exhibitors and breeders.


Enjoy Meet the Dachshund!


Sincerely,


Dennis B. Sprung


AKC President and CEO
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The outline of the Dachshund—an elongated body on very short legs—is instantly recognizable and cannot be mistaken for any other canine. The very definition of “form follows function,” Dachshunds were designed to tunnel underground in pursuit of their quarry. For all his sweetness and charisma, the Dachshund is fierce and fearless when working. The Doxie is a spirited, independent thinker, and you would be too if you were burrowing through a hole after an angry badger fighting for its life! Although the breed has been described as somewhat stubborn, it is in fact one of the brightest hounds out there, as demonstrated by the Dachshund’s success in field trials, tracking work, and more.
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Dachshunds are busy dogs with playful personalities, requiring owners who will give them constructive ways to occupy themselves.


Dachshunds come in two sizes: Standards weigh from 16–32 pounds and stand 8–9 inches high at the shoulder; Miniatures weigh 11 pounds or less and stand 5–6 inches high at the shoulder. They also come in three different coat types: longhaired, smooth, and wirehaired.
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Sweet and endearing, Dachshunds are equally strong-willed and persistent.


Dachshunds love to play, but the games have to be to their liking. The bright Doxie is unlikely to share a toy with you, fetch a ball or a Frisbee, or repeat the same game more than twice. Smart dogs, like smart kids, bore easily, so mix up the games to keep your dog interested. A fast, curious Doxie mind needs constant stimulation, or the dog will find alternative ways to occupy himself.


Dachshund owners must have a good sense of humor. As loyal and bright as any dog, Dachshunds have their own way of thinking. The Doxie’s determination to get a job done translates to persistence and perseverance when hunting in the field.




Did You Know?


Dachshund is German for “badger dog,” after the quarry the breed was designed to hunt. The name Dachshund was first cited in print in 1685, and prior to that these dogs were called “burrow dogs,” “earthdogs,” “badger creepers,” and bibarhunds, meaning “beaver dogs.” The Dachshund is known around the world as Teckel, Dachel, and Dachsel. Today the breed has nicknames as well, including “Doxie,” “Dachsie,” and “Weiner dog.”





WHO’S THE BOSS?


Loyal, intuitive, and strong-minded, Dachshunds can be obedient and rewarding companions. Most Doxie owners contend that their dogs can read minds and are able to pick up on their owners’ body language. If your Dachshund thinks that you don’t know how to solve a problem or that you’re lacking in the “top dog” department, he will step in and take over.


You have to always be in control of your dog and his surroundings. Make it clear to your dog that you are the boss, not him. Dachshunds are sensitive dogs, so never be unkind or harsh when giving corrections, but use an authoritative tone of voice to get your dog’s attention and respect.


When the puppy comes home, begin his education right away. Don’t be afraid to be the “alpha dog” on day one: your Doxie wants and needs a leader. But that doesn’t mean you have to be a no-fun boss all the time. Play with your Dachshund and be his appreciative audience as he acts the clown with his creative puppy antics. Dachshunds love attention, and nothing will make your puppy happier than interacting with his number-one human.




Hunter Extraordinaire


The Dachshund became renowned principally for his hunting and tracking skills. The breed did, of course, also go to ground, as the name “badger dog” implies, and there is no doubt that the Dachshund was skillful at controlling badgers and other vermin that were overly plentiful in the countryside. In addition to badgers, Dachshunds have also been known to hunt foxes, wild boars, and, of course, rabbits—as well as the occasional stink bug.





This breed loves people and, if well socialized, will revel in the attention of the whole family. That said, Dachshunds are the epitome of one-person dogs: they bond extremely closely with the one person whom they view as their human. They like to stick close by their person, offering nearly constant companionship, protection, and plenty of unsolicited advice. The clever Dachshund is never without an answer: no quandary, puzzle, or problem can stump a Dachshund.


Any dog that’s bred to badger badgers is one tough little guy, and the Dachshund doesn’t need coddling. But he does need to be looked after, for his own good. This applies to all aspects of his care, including diet, exercise, and health.


MEMBERS OF THE DACHSIE’S HOUSEHOLD


Most Dachshunds like kids, but not all kids. This breed is not the best choice for families with toddlers or small children. Dachshunds naturally relate to little people but prefer the company of well-behaved older children who are smart enough to treat the Dachshund with gentleness and respect. When socialized with children, Dachshunds can be very accepting and protective of their young friends. Dachshunds have little patience for ill-behaved or abusive youngsters who tease them, disregard them, or overwhelm them. The breed likes kind and friendly attention.


Invest time socializing your Dachshund with children, and instruct your children on the proper way to handle a Dachshund. Doxies don’t take kindly to the rough antics of kids—children should never sit on a Dachshund, attempt to mount the dog’s back, or otherwise harm the dog. Be forewarned that a Dachshund mistreated by youngsters will not hesitate to protect himself from a child who relentlessly taunts him. Always supervise your Dachshund when he’s interacting with children, no matter how well behaved or experienced with dogs the young people may be.


Doxies are gregarious canines that get along nicely with other dogs, provided they are introduced properly in a neutral setting. The dogs will have to work out who will be the alpha dog, which may take a little growling, sniffing, barking, and shifting of ears and tails. Generally speaking, dogs of the same sex don’t get along as easily as opposite-sex pairs do.


If you have a family cat, your Dachshund will likely accept her in time. The two animals must be carefully introduced, and the owner must make it clear to the Dachshund that the cat is a member of the family. Most felines are as fearless as Dachshunds, which can lead to disagreements punctuated by hissing, snarling, and screeching. In time, canine and feline will either accept each other or dutifully ignore each other. Other small mammals in the house are an entirely different story. Your Dachshund will be utterly perplexed and agitated by your decision to house “prey,” a.k.a. rabbits, rats, hamsters, and other “varmints” that he is instinctually drawn to hunt and chase. There is nothing you can do to convince the Dachshund otherwise: prey is prey.
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A Doxie’s education and socialization must begin in puppyhood.


A VOCAL HOUND


Hounds will be hounds, and they were born to bark. Dachshunds may not howl and bay as much as foxhounds and coonhounds, but once they grow into their voices, they’re pretty talented talkers. You certainly cannot judge a Dachshund’s bark by his height: with a deep chest and resonant resolve, the Standard Dachshund sounds like a much larger (and taller!) dog. The Miniature’s bark isn’t as deep and can sound a bit squawky, which many owners dislike—and as luck would have it, Miniatures tend to be more talkative. Protective of their family and home turf, Dachshunds make reliable watchdogs that will attentively sound an alarm when something or someone is amiss.


A WEINER WITH A WAIST


The Dachshund’s bloodlines may trace to Germany, but its ever-expanding waistline has its roots in the USA! Dachshunds love to eat! Obesity in America has become a national epidemic, and not just with Dachshunds. Thankfully, Americans have become more health-conscious, paying more attention to calorie, carb, and fat content than ever before. We have to do the same for our grub-loving Doxies. It’s much easier for your Dachshund to diet than it is for you. Your Dachshund can’t get off the couch at night to fetch that pint of Häagen-Dazs from the freezer!


Your Dachshund’s waistline isn’t a matter of vanity, but of continued good health. Given the unusual structure of the breed, the Dachshund is susceptible to intervertebral disk disease, which causes slipped or herniated disks in the back. Additional weight on the dog’s frame places unnecessary stress on the vertebra and can lead to lameness and eventual paralysis. Exercise is an important part of any dog’s health regimen, and Dachshunds are no exception, but owners must be sure to limit their Dachshunds’ jumping and stair climbing. You’ll never keep your dog from jumping entirely, but you can try to discourage it when you’re present. Eighteen-wheelers aren’t built for high jumps, so keep your Dachshund from leaping off furniture, patios, or your lap, and only allow your dog to climb stairs on leash. Dashing down the stairs is decidedly bad for the Dachshund’s spinal cord.
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The curious and alert Dachshund revels in the sights—and especially the scents—of the great outdoors.


UNIQUE COATS, UNIQUE PERSONALITIES


All Dachshunds must be friendly, lively, and bold. The individual personality of every dog varies, and wirehaired, smooth, and longhaired Dachshunds tend to have different temperaments. Historians point to crosses in the breed’s past to explain these unique personalities. The wirehaired Dachshund tends to be a bit more feisty and dominant, reflecting terrier crosses such as the Dandie Dinmont Terrier and the Miniature Schnauzer. Wires are often described as the clowns of the bunch and enjoy being the center of attention. The longhaired Dachshund has the sweetest and most biddable temperament, giving due credit to crosses with spaniels. Smooth Dachshunds are often said to be more determined and independent—willful, if you will—than their long- and wirehaired brethren, but these are pure Dachshund qualities no matter which coat type you choose.




[image: image]


Responsible Pet Ownership


Getting a dog is exciting, but it’s also a huge responsibility. That’s why it’s important to educate yourself on all that is involved in being a good pet owner. As a part of the Canine Good Citizen® test, the AKC has a “Responsible Dog Owner’s Pledge,” which states:


I will be responsible for my dog’s health needs.


[image: image] I will provide routine veterinary care, including checkups and vaccines.


[image: image] I will offer adequate nutrition through proper diet and clean water at all times.


[image: image] I will give daily exercise and regularly bathe and groom.


I will be responsible for my dog’s safety.


[image: image] I will properly control my dog by providing fencing where appropriate, by not letting my dog run loose, and by using a leash in public.


[image: image] I will ensure that my dog has some form of identification when appropriate (which may include collar tags, tattoos, or microchip identification).


[image: image] I will provide adequate supervision when my dog and children are together.


I will not allow my dog to infringe on the rights of others.


[image: image] I will not allow my dog to run loose in the neighborhood.


[image: image] I will not allow my dog to be a nuisance to others by barking while in the yard, in a hotel room, etc.


[image: image] I will pick up and properly dispose of my dog’s waste in all public areas, such as on the grounds of hotels, on sidewalks, in parks, etc.


[image: image] I will pick up and properly dispose of my dog’s waste in wilderness areas, on hiking trails, on campgrounds, and in off-leash parks.


I will be responsible for my dog’s quality of life.


[image: image] I understand that basic training is beneficial to all dogs.


[image: image] I will give my dog attention and playtime.


[image: image] I understand that owning a dog is a commitment in time and caring.





[image: image]




The Dachshund in Miniature


Miniature Dachshunds began to be seen in Germany during the 19th century, although these “dwarf Dachshunds” looked nothing like the lovely dogs we see today. Crossbred with Dandie Dinmont Terriers, Miniature Pinschers, and Miniature Schnauzers, these early Minis were scruffy and inconsistent, most barely recognizable as Dachshunds. They were bred to rid the countryside of an exploding rabbit population, and their smaller frames were more effective against these quick, burrowing prey animals.
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How house-proud are you? Can you live with a little hair on your carpets? One variety of Dachshund does not shed, and it’s not the smooth. The smooth loses those tiny little hairs every day, and the longhaired sheds even more. The wirehaired does not shed and is the best choice for an owner who’s concerned about good housekeeping. Of the three varieties, however, the wirehaired does require the most grooming because the coat needs to be stripped (a grooming method done with a stripping knife or a well-trained thumb). Stripping is quite an art, and it takes a bit of know-how and practice to get your wirehaired Doxie to look his best. Many owners opt to hire a professional groomer to maintain the wire coat or, at the very least, to demonstrate the correct way to do it. Even if you’re not showing your dog, stripping the wirehaired coat is the best way to retain the coat’s natural, desirable texture.


CITY, COUNTRY, OR ‘BURBS


While Dachshunds are social dogs that enjoy the company of humans and other dogs, they are also thoroughly self-sufficient. This special trait makes the breed far more adaptable than most, happy to live in any environment or climate. Given the choice, most dogs would choose to live in the open-air space of the country with a nice 60-degree Fahrenheit climate. California wine country would suffice for most Dachshunds! However, Dachshunds are equally at home in big cities, suburbs, campgrounds, or beachfront property. As long as the dog can get in his daily exercise and a little exploring, he will be happy and upbeat.


Whether you live in the city or the country, the Dachshund doesn’t require a particularly large home. Even if you live in a small studio apartment, you will be glad to know that you can still thoroughly enjoy a happy life with a Dachshund, provided you don’t neglect regular outdoor walks.


Dachshunds adjust to life in the big city in a New York minute, and they happily contribute to the reputation of the Big Apple as the “city that never sleeps.” Keep in mind that your Dachshund is a vocal dog. Your next-door neighbors may not appreciate your hound dog’s baying and crooning. Remember also that fifth-floor walkups are a bad idea for this long-backed dog—the Dachshund is an elevator dog. Miniatures are fairly easy to carry, if necessary, but Standards are less portable for average people. When you’re shopping for an apartment that’s above the third floor, make sure there’s an elevator.


The Dachshund is also a clever escape artist, so suburbanites should take the time to walk around their yard and check that the fence is sturdy and securely anchored into the ground. A puppy can easily squeeze through any small crevices that may exist. In Germany, Dachshunds are measured by the circumference of their chests, indicating how small of a hole they can fit through. Keep that in mind when your Dachshund begins burrowing his way under your chain-link fence! Survey your property periodically to make sure that your dog hasn’t begun to dig his escape route. It’s a good idea to install padlocks on your gates and, as an added precaution, put up “Close the Gate” signs. Your Dachshund will be off in a flash if someone is careless enough to leave your gate open.
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The elegant longhair is perhaps the easiest of the Dachshund bunch to train.
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Get to Know the AKC


The country’s leading canine organization, the American Kennel Club is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the betterment and promotion of purebred dogs as family companions. The AKC is the largest and most prestigious dog registry in the United States. It was founded in 1884 with the mission of “upholding its registry and promoting the sport of pure-bred dogs and breeding for type and function.” Supporting everything from health and wellness to breed standards to fun activities for the whole family, the AKC thrives on the participation of dog lovers like you.


Help continue the legacy by registering your pure-bred Dachshund with the AKC. It’s as simple as filling out the Dog Registration Application you received when you bought your puppy and mailing it to the AKC in North Carolina, or register online at www.akc.org/dogreg.
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The adaptable Dachshund will be happy to live anywhere with his favorite person.


EXERCISE NEEDS


Even though Dachshunds don’t require endless hours of exercise, they do enjoy the opportunity to get outside and stretch their limbs—however short they are! If you can take your adult Doxie on two half-mile walks a day, it will keep him mentally and physically well balanced. Don’t overdo it with seniors or puppies. You’ll be doing your puppy no favors by exercising him for more than twenty minutes a day until he’s one year of age. The puppy’s muscles and bones are still developing, and too much exercise can cause unneeded stress on the dog. Adults can handle significantly more exercise, and going an extra block or two does wonders to burn calories around the Dachshund’s middle—and remember, he’s all middle.
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Growing puppies need gentle exercise and time to rest as their bodies develop.


Dismantling boredom is another great advantage of that time spent around the neighborhood. A dog that’s had a nice long walk is less likely to spend an hour barking at blue jays and wayward moths. It’s not good to allow a dog as destructive—we mean, “creative”—as the Dachshund to become bored. You’ll find that your dog is determined to make his own fun, and you won’t approve of his methods. If you have a well-manicured lawn or landscaped garden surrounding your home, take heed. A Dachshund can redesign your backyard in less than fifteen minutes. He’ll have the time of his life making tracks among your ferns and day lilies. Remember this mantra: exercise your Dachshund and save your marigolds!
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