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For my nephew, Michael Lloyd;


A fast moving, highly professional, long-time entrepreneur.


I pray he sleeps well and knows his last journey.




Job’s Story


or The Clouds We Dread


By Barbara Furguson


A glimpse into the mystery of suffering from the writings of


Mrs. Jessie Pen-Lewis





The original author of 'The Story of Job', a Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis, was born in 1861 and given to the service of the Lord from her birth. She was a scholarly and controversial author and wrote a number of deeply spiritual books. She preached and travelled widely, notably to Russia and the West and also preached regularly at the Keswick Convention.


She was a prime supporter in 1904-05 of one of the largest christian revivals ever held.
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The book of Job has a very special message for the people of God in these days; latter days as they are called.


Across the world, in almost every land, there are those of God’s elect going through a furnace of great trials. There are mockings and scourgings of all kinds, men and women are committed to prison and with quivering hearts we watch, some of us from afar, whole parts of the body of Christ passing through the fire. Some being translated, as it were, by a very chariot of fire.


We are one, sharing one life with the Head and with the members. It is written ‘whether one member suffers all the members suffer with it.’ Corinthians 12:26


In a spiritual sense we are part of them but as they walk in integrity of heart and obedience to His known will these martyrs of the church must be very perplexed and dismayed. Yet, ‘apart from us they should not be made perfect.’ Hebrews 11:40


This is not an exegesis of the text of Job but it is written rather from an experimental point of view that the Holy Spirit might apply it to the needs of the children of God in these days when true gold is being severely tested.


Job suffered. Just like us. He also had an enemy, the devil, just like us. But he had friends, almost the same as ours, and a great God just the same as ours.


Job’s story is concerned with his suffering and the reaction of everyone around him. It could be called ‘How to suffer and like it.’


Job had friends, an enemy and a God. This is his story.
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Job, Heaven and The Adversary


Job was a man greatly loved, partly because his own love had not been hoarded.


He had had a long, happy life before his devastating illness. Then God brought it all to an end for awhile and he had a long, happy life after it was over.


Job’s story, and sometimes ours too, is the few crushing months between.


Perhaps God will teach us the same lessons.


Let’s hope so, because the deeper lessons on suffering are entrusted to us through this story. Job was no mythical character. The early Christians knew the reality of his history and regarded him as an example of patience, and actually, his whole life story as an encouragement to trust in the compassion and love of God more fully.


The Jews tenaciously kept their book of Job in the Canon of scripture. It is said to be the oldest book extant and to have been written some two thousand years before Christ. It is impossible to be certain but some scholars assign the book to the time of Abraham.


Job was the greatest of all the children of the East, we are told. He was of princely rank; he may even have been a king; he was certainly cultured and learned to an advanced degree.


There is a familiarity in his book with all kinds of science and general knowledge on a number of subjects. He was a man of great wealth. His possessions consisted of many hundred yoke of oxen, thousands of sheep and camels and a very great household.


The book of Job was inspired by the Holy Spirit. Paul quotes it in 1 Corinthians by saying, from Job chapter five, verse thirteen,


‘It is written, He takes the wise in their own craftiness.’


Nothing in scripture is written to satisfy the curiosity. Histories and lives are described only so far as to fulfil the main purpose of God in winning men back to Himself. It is certainly so with Job. A very few words tell of his position, wealth and family circle. We are brought immediately to the following brief but immensely important character sketch:


‘The man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.’ Chapter 1 verse 1


We need to fully recognise Job’s spiritual character at the time when he was going through this extreme trial. He is described as perfect and upright and God uses the same language when He talks of him in the council of heaven.


He was wholehearted and sincere in his loyalty to God. He was not of a double mind, seeking to serve two masters, God and himself.


This is what made him upright before men. The fear of God carries with it a sense of quick understanding and sensitiveness to His will. It was an intuitive knowledge of the mind of God which came from a close fellowship. Job, therefore, also had a dread of grieving God and an equal horror of sin. Also he had an advanced instinctive consciousness of the need of sacrifice with the shedding of blood for the remission of sins, even those of ignorance. He anticipated, in this, the law given to Israel.


In his fear of sinning against God, he rises early to offer sacrifices on behalf of his children in case they had gone beyond the limits of restraint or had thoughts of evil in their minds. His fear of God was not spasmodic but his offerings, we are told, were continual. It was a deeply rooted principle of his life so we know that it was not only when he was under some great pressure.


Further features of Job’s godly character are apparent more fully through the story but the Holy Spirit emphasises the secret of his life right at the beginning of the history of his sufferings. He had done nothing to cause trouble. Job’s fear of God and walk of integrity must be clearly recognised if we are to understand the meaning of his trial and our own as well.


We start with the scene where we are allowed a glimpse into heaven.


We are being shown Jehovah seated upon His throne in the centre of His council of holy ones. The veil is drawn aside and it is an audience day in the court of the King of Kings. The sons of God, or angels, present themselves before the Lord to report upon their various duties.


Satan, the adversary, enters among them in his capacity as prince of this world and the prince of the power of the air. Revelation speaks of him as ‘the great dragon… That old serpent, called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world (or the whole inhabited earth) the accuser of the brethren.’ 12:9&10


There are other passages in the bible that confirm, almost in detail, this description of the Lord of Hosts in council.


David speaks of the Commander of the heavenly armies in Psalm 89:7,8 who was greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints.


Daniel also sees and hears the holy ones, speaking one to the other of the purposes of God on the earth, and the sentence upon Nebuchadnezzar was apparently decreed by the whole council of God assembled and a ‘holy one’ entrusted with its fulfilment.


Daniel 4:13


Zechariah sees Joshua the high priest standing before the Lord, and tells how those that stood by were bidden to remove the filthy garments and clothe him with a change of raiment. Chapter 3:1-5


In the book of Revelation we are shown Michael leading forth the hosts of the Lord against the hosts of darkness in that great and terrible war in heaven. The rebel prince of the power of the air is finally cast out of the heavenly places and cast down to earth and all his angels with him. Revelation 12:7-9


So this entry in Job is not the only place to see the character of Satan and his activity but it is one of the most vivid.


To the question of the Lord to Satan, ‘From where do you come?’ Satan not only answers by speaking of his occupation but also imparts a description of himself. He is going to and fro in the earth and walking up and down in it. The original idea is that this is done in the heat of haste. He has been hurrying through the earth as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour; or as an unclean spirit seeking rest and finding none. We could pay special attention for a minute to this characteristic of restless energy causing tumult and unrest wherever he goes. It can be contrasted vividly with the calm walk of our Saviour who came to give rest and peace to all he met.


No feverish heat of haste ever comes from God, and just so far as we will become partakers of the Divine nature, will we also show the calm restful power so strikingly manifested in the man Christ Jesus.


The book of Jude is very clear on this characteristic of Satan. He is, he says, uncentred from his place in the order of God, a wandering star, aimless and tempting others, bringing them into the same plight as himself. (verse13)


The Lord knew well what the adversary’s feverish hurry to and fro in the earth meant. It bode no good to anyone much less the servants of God.


‘Have you considered - or set your heart on - my servant Job’, asks Jehovah in chapter one, verse eight, ‘that there is none like him in all the earth?’


Before the whole council in heaven there is a testimony to Job’s worth given here. He is a blameless man; true, godly, abstaining from everything evil. There is none like him. That is, there was none, among all those who sought to serve God, as choice and as mature, so open a character and reliable. So apparently he is actually chosen as the one most fitting to be entrusted with this pattern of God’s ways for all His children in any kind of furnace of trial, affliction or suffering!


Paul the apostle understood this privilege of being chosen of God as an object lesson to others; ‘I obtained mercy,’ he writes, ‘that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering for a pattern.’ 1 Corinthians 10:13


This was to be God actually showing His compassion and mercy in placing His loved one in the crucible, that his affliction, which is only for a moment, might work for him (and us) an ‘exceeding weight of glory.’


In answer to God’s question Satan had considered Job. There is no doubt about that when we listen to his answer. True to his character, he sneeringly casts doubt on the integrity of Job’s motives. He suggests that Job fears God for all that he gets from Him and not purely for His glory. Job, of all men, could not live or die unto himself. Directly resulting from this characteristic of his, that there was none like him in all the earth, he became as it were, a city set on a hill that could not be hid. His fall would be a casting down of many. The prince of darkness knew this, and Job was, therefore, a target.


It is always whispered in dark places that all our service is for selfish motives. It is beyond the understanding of those in the devil’s power that love and obedience to God can be disinterested.


Satan goes on to say that his insinuation is borne out by the fact that God had put a hedge about Job. Thank God! Satan seeks to attack us and finds a hedge about us. The hedge was also round about Job’s house and all that he had on every side. What a cause for rejoicing. Satan is complaining about it! God had not only put His protecting care around Job but He had also blessed all that he had and did. It is one thing for God to see our hearts and to know that we are loyal to Him but who else can see when all about us is prosperity and blessing?
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