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  Introduction




  Some of these plays were written quickly, triggered by specific events, others not. Love and Information has the longest background, starting as a few scenes in the 90s

  which I abandoned, and rediscovered fifteen years later. I kept a few of the original scenes – ‘Virtual’ is one – and this time saw what I wanted to do and wrote the rest.

  By contrast, I wrote Seven Jewish Children in January 2009 at the time of Israel’s bombing of Gaza in which over 1000 people were killed. Dominic Cooke at the Royal Court responded at

  once and it was on stage in early February and online soon after.




  The three other very short plays were written in response to being asked. In 2014 Jonathan Chadwick of Az Theatre, which has a relationship with Theatre for Everybody in Gaza, wanted

  contributions to an evening launching a cooperative project based on Tolstoy’s War and Peace. He suggested looking at a short section of the novel, and I had also read accounts by one

  of his colleagues in Gaza of family life there. War and Peace Gaza Piece came from that. The following year Cressida Brown of Offstage Theatre produced a show of short plays, Walking the

  Tightrope: the tension between art and politics. I’d been concerned for some time about the complicated issue of sponsorship, and the implications for the arts of being used as part of an

  advertising campaign to boost the image of a product. Fossil-fuel firms are particularly keen to look attractive, and I knew about the spectacular disruptions by the activist group ‘BP or Not

  BP’ at the RSC and the British Museum. In 2017, the week of Trump’s inauguration, Cressida put on a show called Top Trumps and my piece for that was Beautiful Eyes.




  Pigs and Dogs was less immediately topical, but it did come from news of a surge in action against homosexuality in Uganda, where the death penalty was proposed though later withdrawn,

  and from reading the book Boy-Wives and Female Husbands, a collection of material edited by Stephen O. Murray and Will Roscoe showing how varied and fluid sexuality was in many African

  tribes before European Christian missionaries imposed rigidity and intolerance. Many former colonies have taken those laws and values on board and come to regard them as their own, seeing recent

  Western acceptance of homosexuality as a colonial imposition and, ironically, welcoming American missionaries who condemn it.




  The other plays, like Love and Information, have less clear origins, though Ding Dong the Wicked suddenly became possible when I had the idea of making two families on separate

  sides in a war use exactly the same words. I think I’ve been accurate down to the ‘and’s and ‘the’s, not that anyone seeing or reading the play would know. I

  can’t think of anything to tell about Here We Go, except an old person having said to me how boring it became that trivial things like getting washed and dressed now took up so much

  time. There was more to it than that of course, as there was more to Escaped Alone than once seeing some women in a back yard through an open gate in a fence.




  C.C.




  This is the introduction taken from the collection: Caryl Churchill Plays: Five.










  




  WAR AND PEACE GAZA PIECE










  




  War and Peace Gaza Piece was first read at the launch event of a project called War and Peace: Gaza (Palestine) – London (UK)

  Tolstoy’s novel as theatre at Rich Mix, London, on 14 September 2014. The project was part of the ten-year partnership (2009–2019) between Az Theatre (London) and Theatre for

  Everybody (Gaza) called Gaza Drama Long Term. The cast was as follows:
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