


[image: cover.jpg]





[image: img1.jpg]




[image: img2.jpg]






	

CHOICE SELECTORS
RECOMMENDATION
SPECIAL COMMENDATION




	

JO CLEMENT
& ROY McFARLANE









	

TRANSLATION SELECTOR




	

SHIVANEE RAMLOCHAN









	

PAMPHLET SELECTORS




	

YOUSIF M. QASMIYEH
& ALYCIA PIRMOHAMED









	

CONTRIBUTORS




	

SOPHIE O'NEILL
MEGAN ROBSON
LEDBURY CRITICS









	

EDITORIAL & DESIGN




	

ALICE KATE MULLEN










Join the PBS


Choice


4 Books a Year: 4 Choice books & 4 Bulletins (UK £65, Europe £85, ROW £120)


World


8 Books: 4 Choices, 4 Translation books & 4 Bulletins (£98, £160, £190)


Complete


24 Books: 4 Choices, 16 Recommendations, 4 Translations & 4 Bulletins (£230, £290, £360)


Single copies of the Bulletin £12.99


Cover Artwork: ‘The Side Newcastle’ by Anthony Marshall


www.thebiscuitfactory.com


Copyright Poetry Book Society and contributors. All rights reserved.


ISBN 9781913129729         ISSN 0551-1690


ePub ISBN 9781913129736


[image: img3.png]


Poetry Book Society | Milburn House | Dean Street | Newcastle upon Tyne | NE1 1LF


0191 230 8100 | enquiries@poetrybooksociety.co.uk


WWW.POETRYBOOKS.CO.UK





LETTER FROM THE PBS


Welcome to the Winter Bulletin. You will find no schmaltzy Christmas themes here – this is a hard-hitting Choice and group of selections which take us on a historic and global journey. As ever, we hope these selections inspire, educate, and provoke thought and discussion.


We decided that we should give more background and attention to those amazing poet-selectors who read all the quarterly submissions and are brave enough to proclaim their Selections. I know having access to all that poetry in advance of publication is the stuff of dreams to most of us, however having to sift, assess, select and review is not an easy task, and not one that everyone is comfortable doing, so we are hugely grateful to the dedication and professionalism of the poets, writers and broadcasters we work with. Our selectors tend to rotate every two years and at this point we are saying thank you and farewell to Jo Clement and Roy McFarlane who are going out with a bang with a brilliant selection of poets in this Winter Bulletin. See more on our poet partners in the next two pages.


Those of you with eagle eyes will have spotted that in giving more space to the people who make this Bulletin we have dropped the full list of titles publishing in the quarter in this print edition. This is still a key part of our work, we can’t review all titles, but please note all books and pamphlets are fully listed and available on our website. If you would like the listings emailed or posted to you, please just let us know. It was becoming harder and harder to squeeze all the books in and make them readable to the naked eye!


Although there is no Christmas theme in the Bulletin, this is the time when we like to remind members and our book-buying friends to give the gift of poetry! We have curated our usual poetic Christmas Gift Guide, featuring lots of lovely poetry book presents, and don’t forget you can gift a membership to friends and family too. Please be assured that any extra books or memberships you buy helps to support contemporary poetry and poets.


SOPHIE O’NEILL


PBS & INPRESS DIRECTOR





MEET THE PBS SELECTORS


Meet the team of expert poet-selectors who curate the quarterly PBS selections for you....
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VICTORIA KENNEFICK
2025 BOOK SELECTOR


Victoria Kennefick lives in Kerry. Her debut Eat or We Both Starve (Carcanet) won the Seamus Heaney First Collection Poetry Prize and a Dalkey Book Festival Award. She was Poet-in-Residence at the Yeats Society Sligo 2022-24. Egg/Shell won the PBS Spring 2024 Choice.
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JO CLEMENT
2024 BOOK SELECTOR


Dr Jo Clement is a working-class poet based in Newcastle. A Northern Writers’ Award winner, she teaches Creative Writing at Northumbria University. She is Managing Editor of Butcher’s Dog. Her debut Outlandish (Bloodaxe) confronts Romantic impressions of British Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller ethnicity.
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YOMI ȘODE
2025 BOOK SELECTOR


Yomi Șode is a Nigerian British writer. His debut Manorism (Penguin) was shortlisted for the Rathbones Folio and the T.S. Eliot Prize. He won the Brunel International African Poetry Prize 2021 and a Jerwood Compton Fellowship. His libretto Remnants premiered on BBC Radio 3 and his play And breathe… was performed at the Almeida.
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ROY McFARLANE
2024 BOOK SELECTOR


Roy McFarlane is the National Canal Laureate, former Birmingham Poet Laureate and Starbucks’ Poet in Residence. He has published Beginning With Your Last Breath, The Healing Next Time, which was shortlisted for the Ted Hughes Award and Living by Troubled Waters (Nine Arches Press).
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SHIVANEE RAMLOCHAN
TRANSLATION SELECTOR


Shivanee Ramlochan is a Trinidadian writer. Her debut Everyone Knows I Am a Haunting (Peepal Tree Press) was shortlisted for the Forward Prize. Her poems have been anthologised in 100 Queer Poems (Faber); After Sylvia (Nine Arches Press) and Across Borders: An Anthology of New Poetry from the Commonwealth (Verve Poetry Press).
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...Tommies and Fritzs who sing ‘Stille Nacht, holy night’
together, beyond any language, their breath becoming
a pure air they follow into the music of eternal light.

*

—Ian Duhig
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