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	SYNOPSIS

	THE BRAZILIAN AMAZON

	A Glorious Past, a Rich Present, and an Uncertain Future for a World Heritage Site.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	This new book by Carlos Araujo Carujo, "The Brazilian Amazon," subtitled "A Glorious Past, a Rich Present, and an Uncertain Future" of the renowned World Heritage Site, takes the reader on a journey through the history of the Amazon, from prehistory to the present day, beginning with the pre-Columbian occupation. 

	 

	After millennia of adaptation and development, the transformations of the colonial and imperial Amazon, and the Pombaline Directorate, arrived. With the Rubber Cycle, there was the replacement of indigenous labor with African slavery. In the 20th century, from stagnation to uncontrolled occupation, the Amazon returned to extractivism.

	 

	The work describes that, in Brazil, the concept of the Legal Amazon was created in 1966. It currently includes: Amazonas, Acre, Pará, Amapá, Roraima, Rondônia, Mato Grosso, Maranhão, Goiás, and Tocantins, each with its own characteristics.

	 

	The Amazon Basin Region comprises the Amazon River basin, the largest hydrographic basin on the planet, although the "cradle of Brazil's waters" is the Cerrado, where most of the country's waters originate, with the sources of the São Francisco, Amazon/Tocantins, and Prata rivers.

	 

	The great Amazon River basin is made up of 25,000 kilometers of navigable rivers.

	Critical themes to be addressed by the book are:

	 

	
		Population growth

		Economy

		Vegetation cover, deforestation

		Protected areas

		Land regularization
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	Carlos Araujo Carujo's work, "The Brazilian Amazon - Glorious Past, Rich Present and Uncertain Future", is a comprehensive and multidisciplinary study of the Legal Amazon, a world heritage site of inestimable value. The author takes the reader on a historical journey from the pre-Columbian occupation to the region's contemporary challenges.

	 

	The book begins with an analysis of the pre-Columbian occupation of the Amazon, highlighting millennia of adaptation and development of indigenous societies. It then explores the transformations that took place during the colonial and imperial periods, with an emphasis on the Pombaline Directorate and the Rubber Cycle, which resulted in the replacement of indigenous labor with African slavery.

	 

	In the 20th century, the work addresses the economic stagnation of the Amazon after the rubber crisis, followed by the region's uncontrolled occupation from the 1960s onwards. The author highlights the return to extractivism and the socio-environmental impacts resulting from the uncontrolled exploitation of natural resources.

	 

	The book defines the concept of the Legal Amazon, created in 1966, which covers the states of Amazonas, Acre, Pará, Amapá, Roraima, Rondônia, Mato Grosso, Maranhão, Goiás and Tocantins. Each state is characterized by its geographical, historical and cultural particularities.

	 

	The work explores the vast Amazon Basin, the largest hydrographic basin on the planet, with its 25,000 kilometers of navigable rivers. Contrary to popular belief, the author emphasizes the Cerrado as the "cradle of Brazil's waters", where the main rivers that feed the Amazon Basin originate, in addition to the São Francisco and Prata basins.

	 

	The book incisively addresses the decisive challenges that the Legal Amazon faces in the 21st century:

	 

	
		Population Growth



	 

	The author analyzes the impact of population growth on the region's natural resources and infrastructure, exploring the complex relationships between urbanization, migration and sustainable development.

	 

	
		Economy



	 

	The work examines the various economic activities present in the Legal Amazon, from the exploitation of natural resources to agribusiness, assessing their social and environmental impacts.

	 

	
		Vegetation Cover and Deforestation



	 

	The author presents alarming data on deforestation in the region, investigating its causes and consequences for biodiversity, climate and traditional peoples.

	 

	
		Protected Areas



	 

	The book analyzes the importance of protected areas for the conservation of biodiversity and the preservation of ecosystem services, assessing the effectiveness of environmental protection policies.

	 

	
		Land Regularization



	 

	The work explores land conflicts in the Legal Amazon, investigating the complex relationships between land ownership, land grabbing, agrarian reform and the rights of traditional peoples.

	 

	"The Brazilian Amazon" stands out for its multidisciplinary approach, integrating knowledge from Geography, History, Sociology, Economics and Ecology. The author uses clear and accessible language, combining technical rigor with an engaging narrative.

	 

	Carlos Araujo Carujo's work proves to be an essential tool for understanding the complex Amazonian reality. By analyzing the region's challenges and opportunities, the book contributes to the public debate on the importance of the Legal Amazon for Brazil and the world.

	 

	The book is aimed at a wide audience, including researchers, students, public managers, environmentalists, journalists and all those interested in getting to know the Brazilian Amazon in depth.
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	The Legal Amazon spans 5 million square kilometers. It covers 59% of the Brazilian territory, distributed across 775 municipalities. It represents 67% of the world's tropical forests.

	 

	If it were a country, the Legal Amazon would be the 6th largest in the world in territorial extension. One third of the world's trees are in this region, in addition to 20% of the fresh water.

	 

	According to the region's last demographic census (IBGE 2000), the region has 20.3 million residents, with 68.9% residing in urban areas and 31.1% in rural areas. The Legal Amazon is home to 12.3% of the Brazilian population (IBGE 2004 estimate).

	 

	The most deforested state (compared to the total state extension) is Rondônia, where the percentage of deforested area is 28.5%. Until 1978, the deforested area in the state was 1.76%, reaching 24% in 1999. Population growth is pointed out as responsible for deforestation: between 1970 and 1980, this growth was 324%.

	 

	The number of rural properties in the Northern region of the country, where most of the Legal Amazon is located, grew 163% from 1992 to 2003, reaching 30.4 million properties. It was the region that grew the most in the period (Incra). According to Incra, this increase is mainly a consequence of the incorporation of new lands. Furthermore, the growth rate was concentrating, as the area growth rate was twice the rate of increase in the number of establishments.

	 

	In the Legal Amazon, in 2003, "possession" areas totaled 35 million hectares, which corresponded to 19.8% of the total area of properties in the region and 52.8% of the total area of "possession" properties in Brazil.

	 

	In Brazil, land grabbing totals 36.7 million hectares, with 25.4 million hectares in the Legal Amazon. From 1996 to 2006, the area intended for crops in the Northern region grew 275%, reaching 7.4 million hectares. Pastures grew 33% in the same period.

	 

	 

	Legal Land Program (result of MP 458)

	 

	Total area: 67.4 million hectares (or 67 thousand square kilometers). These are federal public lands occupied by people who do not have documentation. Of this total, 283 thousand (95.5%) have up to 400 hectares. About 1.2 million people live in this area (government estimate).

	 

	 

	Studies by the NGO Imazon (Institute of Man and Environment of the Amazon)

	 

	In 2003, Incra's registry contained 302 thousand possession records totaling approximately 42 million hectares or 23.7% of the area of Amazon properties registered with Incra.

	 

	In 2007, protected areas (indigenous lands and conservation units) and military reserves totaled approximately 43%3 of the Legal Amazon territory or around 209 million hectares.

	 

	Also according to Imazon, more than half (53%, or about 2.6 million square kilometers) of the Legal Amazon has uncertain land tenure. In 2002, approximately 47% of the Brazilian Amazon was under some type of human pressure, including deforestation, urban influence zones, agrarian reform settlements, areas allocated for mineral prospecting and mining reserves, as well as areas under pressure indicated by the incidence of heat foci (fires) in forests.

	 

	Approximately 80% of the deforested area is up to 30 km from official roads (number referring to 2002). FAO data reveals that, from 2000 to 2005, Brazil accounted for 42% of global net forest loss – of which, most occurred in the Brazilian Amazon. Between 1990 and 2003, the bovine herd in the Brazilian Legal Amazon increased from 26.6 million to 64 million heads, which represents an increase of 140% (IBGE 2005).

	 

	The number of cattle heads in the state of Amazonas went from 733.9 thousand in 1995 to 1.2 million in 2006 (IBGE Agricultural Census). Between 1960 and 2001, the total population of the Legal Amazon increased from about 4 million to more than 20 million (IBGE 2002).

	 

	 

	Gross Domestic Product

	 

	In 2002, the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the Legal Amazon was R$ 82 billion (US$ 27.5 billion) (Ipea, 2002). At the time, this value corresponded to 6.1% of the national GDP. The states of Pará, Amazonas and Mato Grosso together represented 70% of the region's GDP. The per capita GDP of the Legal Amazon, in 2002, was equal to R$ 7.4 thousand, or US$ 2.1 thousand; the average Brazilian per capita GDP was R$ 12.9 thousand, or US$ 3.65 thousand.

	 

	 

	Vegetation Cover

	 

	Forests (dense, open and seasonal) cover 64% of the Legal Amazon. Non-forest formations – composed of cerrados, natural fields and campinaranas – cover another 22%. The remainder, 14% of the Amazon's vegetation cover, was deforested until 2004. Approximately 24% of the Legal Amazon is made up of private areas (IBGE, 1996). Imazon's estimate, based on satellite images, indicates the existence of 95.4 km of clandestine roads in the Legal Amazon, most of them in the state of Pará.
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	The Amazon Basin: The Largest Hydrographic System in the World

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The beating heart of the Amazon is the majestic Amazon Basin. It stretches across vast distances of South America. It is much more than a simple set of rivers and tributaries. It is the very soul of the Amazon, the circulatory system that nourishes the largest tropical forest on the planet and sustains unparalleled biodiversity.
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