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Napoleon Bonaparte's 'Letters to Josephine' offers readers a unique insight into the personal life of one of history's most legendary figures. This collection of letters, which were written by Napoleon to his beloved wife Josephine, showcases the tender and passionate side of the French Emperor. The letters are filled with expressions of love, longing, and devotion, providing a touching glimpse into the private emotions of a man often misunderstood by history. Bonaparte's writing style is eloquent and poetic, revealing a softer and more intimate side of the military leader known for his strategic brilliance. This book is a literary gem that sheds light on the human heart behind the formidable facade of Napoleon's public image. Fans of historical literature will appreciate the historical context in which these letters were written, offering a deeper understanding of the man behind the legend. 'Letters to Josephine' is a must-read for anyone interested in Napoleon Bonaparte and the personal relationships that shaped his life and legacy.
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In his two-volume masterpiece 'Benjamin Franklin: Self-Revealed', Wiliam Cabell Bruce delves into the intricacies of one of America's most influential founding fathers. Through meticulous research and engaging prose, Bruce brings to life the multifaceted persona of Benjamin Franklin, exploring his roles as a statesman, inventor, writer, and philosopher. The literary style of the book mirrors Franklin's own writings, with a focus on wit, wisdom, and practicality, making it a compelling and accessible read for scholars and casual readers alike. Situating Franklin within the literary context of the Enlightenment period, Bruce sheds light on the intellectual currents that shaped Franklin's thinking and influenced his contributions to American society. Volume 1 covers Franklin's early life and establishment in Philadelphia, while Volume 2 delves into his diplomatic missions and role in the American Revolution. Through Bruce's expert analysis, readers gain a deeper understanding of the man behind the myth, uncovering the motivations and beliefs that drove Franklin's actions. Recommended for history enthusiasts and anyone interested in the life and legacy of Benjamin Franklin, Bruce's 'Benjamin Franklin: Self-Revealed' is a definitive biography that offers fresh insights into the mind of this iconic figure.
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Robert Louis Stevenson's 'The History of a Family of Engineers' is a captivating exploration of the lives and achievements of the renowned Stevenson family, known for their groundbreaking work in engineering and innovation. Through meticulous research and engaging storytelling, Stevenson delves into the rich history of his own ancestors, providing readers with a glimpse into the fascinating world of 19th-century engineering and industry. The book is written in a clear and informative style, making it accessible to both academic readers and those with a general interest in history and science. Stevenson's narrative is not only informative but also pays homage to the ingenuity and perseverance of the Stevenson family, highlighting their contribution to the technological advancements of their time. This work serves as a valuable contribution to the literary and historical record, shedding light on a lesser-known aspect of the renowned author's family history. For readers interested in the intersection of family history, engineering, and innovation, 'The History of a Family of Engineers' is a must-read.
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In 'The Autobiography of a Super-Tramp' by W. H. Davies, readers are taken on a journey through the life of a freedom-seeking vagabond. Davies' candid and engaging narrative style provides a firsthand account of the trials and tribulations faced by a man searching for meaning and adventure on the open road. Set against the backdrop of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the book offers insight into the harsh realities of life as a wanderer, while also highlighting the beauty and simplicity found in nature and human connection. Davies' poetic descriptions and philosophical reflections add depth to the narrative, making it a truly immersive reading experience. W. H. Davies, himself a tramp and poet, drew inspiration from his own experiences traveling and working odd jobs to survive. His unique perspective and poetic sensibilities shine through in this autobiographical work, showcasing his talent for storytelling and keen observation of human nature. Davies' personal struggles and triumphs are expertly woven into the fabric of the narrative, making it a compelling and relatable read for anyone interested in the human condition and the pursuit of freedom. I highly recommend 'The Autobiography of a Super-Tramp' to readers who enjoy introspective and thought-provoking literature, as well as those fascinated by the romanticized notion of a nomadic life. Davies' poignant reflections and vivid storytelling will linger in your mind long after you've turned the final page.
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Henry Bibb's work, 'The Life and Adventures of an American Slave, Henry Bibb,' is a groundbreaking narrative that offers a first-hand account of the horrors of slavery in 19th century America. With a poignant and gripping writing style, Bibb details his life as a slave, his numerous attempts at escape, and the brutalities he faced along the way. This autobiographical work serves as an important primary source for understanding the lived experience of enslaved individuals during this dark period in American history, shedding light on the resilience and defiance of those who fought against oppression. Bibb's narrative is not only a compelling read but also a significant contribution to the abolitionist movement, influencing the anti-slavery rhetoric of his time. His narrative is characterized by its raw honesty and emotional depth, making it a powerful monument to the strength of the human spirit in the face of injustice.
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    The progressive development of man is vitally dependent on invention. It is the most important product of his creative brain. Its ultimate purpose is the complete mastery of mind over the material world, the harnessing of the forces of nature to human needs. This is the difficult task of the inventor who is often misunderstood and unrewarded. But he finds ample compensation in the pleasing exercises of his powers and in the knowledge of being one of that exceptionally privileged class without whom the race would have long ago perished in the bitter struggle against pitiless elements.




    Speaking for myself, I have already had more than my full measure of this exquisite enjoyment, so much that for many years my life was little short of continuous rapture. I am credited with being one of the hardest workers and perhaps I am, if thought is the equivalent of labor, for I have devoted to it almost all of my waking hours. But if work is interpreted to be a definite performance in a specified time according to a rigid rule, then I may be the worst of idlers. Every effort under compulsion demands a sacrifice of life-energy. I never paid such a price. On the contrary, I have thrived on my thoughts.




    In attempting to give a connected and faithful account of my activities in this series of articles which will be presented with the assistance of the Editors of the ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER and are chiefly addrest to our young men readers, I must dwell, however reluctantly, on the impressions of my youth and the circumstances and events which have been instrumental in determining my career.




    Our first endeavors are purely instinctive, promptings of an imagination vivid and undisciplined. As we grow older reason asserts itself and we become more and more systematic and designing. But those early impulses, tho not immediately productive, are of the greatest moment and may shape our very destinies. Indeed, I feel now that had I understood and cultivated instead of suppressing them, I would have added substantial value to my bequest to the world. But not until I had attained manhood did I realize that I was an inventor.




    This was due to a number of causes. In the first place I had a brother who was gifted to an extraordinary degree—one of those rare phenomena of mentality which biological investigation has failed to explain. His premature death left my parents disconsolate. We owned a horse which had been presented to us by a dear friend. It was a magnificent animal of Arabian breed, possest of almost human intelligence, and was cared for and petted by the whole family, having on one occasion saved my father's life under remarkable circumstances. My father had been called one winter night to perform an urgent duty and while crossing the mountains, infested by wolves, the horse became frightened and ran away, throwing him violently to the ground. It arrived home bleeding and exhausted, but after the alarm was sounded immediately dashed off again, returning to the spot, and before the searching party were far on the way they were met by my father, who had recovered consciousness and remounted, not realizing that he had been lying in the snow for several hours. This horse was responsible for my brother's injuries from which he died. I witnest the tragic scene and altho fifty-six years have elapsed since, my visual impression of it has lost none of its force. The recollection of his attainments made every effort of mine seem dull in comparison.




    Anything I did that was creditable merely caused my parents to feel their loss more keenly. So I grew up with little confidence in myself. But I was far from being considered a stupid boy, if I am to judge from an incident of which I have still a strong remembrance. One day the Aldermen were passing thru a street where I was at play with other boys. The oldest of these venerable gentlemen—a wealthy citizen—paused to give a silver piece to each of us. Coming to me he suddenly stopt and commanded, "Look in my eyes." I met his gaze, my hand outstretched to receive the much valued coin, when, to my dismay, he said, "No, not much, you can get nothing from me, you are too smart." They used to tell a funny story about me. I had two old aunts with wrinkled faces, one of them having two teeth protruding like the tusks of an elephant which she buried in my cheek every time she kist me. Nothing would scare me more than the prospect of being hugged by these as affectionate as unattractive relatives. It happened that while being carried in my mother's arms they asked me who was the prettier of the two. After examining their faces intently, I answered thoughtfully, pointing to one of them, "This here is not as ugly as the other."




    Then again, I was intended from my very birth for the clerical profession and this thought constantly opprest me. I longed to be an engineer but my father was inflexible. He was the son of an officer who served in the army of the Great Napoleon and, in common with his brother, professor of mathematics in a prominent institution, had received a military education but, singularly enough, later embraced the clergy in which vocation he achieved eminence. He was a very erudite man, a veritable natural philosopher, poet and writer and his sermons were said to be as eloquent as those of Abraham a Sancta-Clara. He had a prodigious memory and frequently recited at length from works in several languages. He often remarked playfully that if some of the classics were lost he could restore them. His style of writing was much admired. He penned sentences short and terse and was full of wit and satire. The humorous remarks he made were always peculiar and characteristic. Just to illustrate, I may mention one or two instances. Among the help there was a cross-eyed man called Mane, employed to do work around the farm. He was chopping wood one day. As he swung the axe my father, who stood nearby and felt very uncomfortable, cautioned him, "For God's sake, Mane, do not strike at what you are looking but at what you intend to hit." On another occasion he was taking out for a drive a friend who carelessly permitted his costly fur coat to rub on the carriage wheel. My father reminded him of it saying, "Pull in your coat, you are ruining my tire." He had the odd habit of talking to himself and would often carry on an animated conversation and indulge in heated argument, changing the tone of his voice. A casual listener might have sworn that several people were in the room.
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