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Foreword


Sunderland AFC has some of the most dedicated and passionate supporters in the country. People who support Sunderland don’t just do so on the day of a match, they live and breathe the football club to the point where lives revolve around it.


I was proud to play for the club and to do so for so long. Now I take pride in having the honour of being the club’s ambassador. This is a role that has enabled me to witness first hand the vast amount of great work the club does in the community in the north east and beyond.


This book gives you an at a glance guide to some of the people and events that have shaped Sunderland into the club it has grown into in its long and celebrated history.


Jimmy Montgomery, July 2014
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Academy


Sunderland’s training ground is called ‘The Academy of Light.’ It is commonly thought to be amongst the most lavishly appointed training complexes in the country. Opened in 2003 it is a very green facility where rain water is captured in wetland areas and then re-cycled to irrigate the pitches.


Sunderland’s Academy have produced some excellent players such as Jordan Henderson, Jordan Pickford, Michael Bridges, George McCartney, Jack Colback, Martyn Waghorn and Grant Leadbitter.


Sunderland have been regular winners of their section at U18 level and reached the semi final of the FA Youth Cup most recently in 2008. Sunderland were winners of that competition in 1967 and 1969 as well as reaching the final in 1966.
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Academy pitch and building
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Allan


James Allan was the Founder of Sunderland AFC. Originally called Sunderland and District Teachers’ Association Football Club, Sunderland began life in October 1879. James Allan was a Scottish schoolteacher working in Sunderland. After a visit to Edinburgh he brought back with him some round balls of the sort being used in Scotland for the new game of Association Football, and arranged a meeting which created what is now SAFC at the British Day School (This still stands in Sunderland and is now called The Norfolk Hotel).


James Allan played in the club’s earliest games. The first ever game was lost 1-0 but Allan scored twice in the second, a 4-0 win. Astonishingly he later scored 12 in a single match as Castletown were thrashed 23-0. In 1887, however, James Allan fell into dispute with the club, eventually leaving to form a rival club called Sunderland Albion. Albion had some success but was short-lived. Games between Sunderland and Sunderland Albion were so bitterly contested that at one point Allan required eye surgery after being stoned at a match at Sunderland’s Newcastle Road ground.
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James Allan
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Anderson & Ashurst
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Anderson, Montgomery and Ashurst





The highest outfield appearance makers in the club’s history, Stan Anderson and Len Ashurst played for Sunderland in the 1950s and 60s with Ashurst returning to manage the club in the mid-Eighties.


Known as ‘Lennie the Lion’, Ashurst was the sort of full back who didn’t believe in taking prisoners. He was as solid as they come in the tackle and tamed even the greatest of his era’s wingers; even George Best never had a good game against him. Capped by England up to U23 level, Ashurst celebrated 50 years in the game in December 2007 when he was still working as a Match Delegate assessing referees in the Barclays Premier League. As a player he had a testimonial at Sunderland and also had testimonials as a manager at both Cardiff City and Newport County who he astonishingly guided to the quarter finals of the old European Cup Winners’ Cup.


Stan Anderson was a great Sunderland player of the 1950s and 60s. An England international, he was the first outfield player to top 400 appearances for Sunderland and he remains one of a select club to play for Sunderland, Newcastle and Middlesbrough who he also managed. Stan was a right half, a position that would now be roughly equivalent to the sort of position Roy Keane often played in his heyday. Stan was a class act and the only player to survive when manager Alan Brown broke up Sunderland’s unsuccessful band of star names known as the ‘Bank of England’ team of the Fifties.





Ball


Kevin Ball is a legendary figure amongst Sunderland supporters. A blood and thunder player who always gave absolutely everything he had for the cause, Bally captained the side for most of the 1990s, lifting the First Division championship in 1996 and 1999, with a record 105 points on the latter occasion. He has twice served the club in the capacity of caretaker manager/head coach and has enjoyed a hugely successful coaching career with teams at U18 and U21 level, not least nurturing the talents of England international Jordan Henderson.


‘Ooh Bally, Bally’ was the chant from the stands whenever Kevin crunched some unsuspecting star opponent. Signed as a centre back from Portsmouth in 1990, Bally became a defensive midfield player, used to shield his back four; a job he did magnificently. A good reader of the game, Bally snuffed out opposition moves effectively and also found time to contribute the occasional goal or telling pass. Perhaps his greatest game came in a 3-0 win over Chelsea when, in addition to subduing Ruud Gullit and co, he scored with a stunning diving header to help him win the ‘Man of the Match Award.’ A man of the highest professional standards, on and off the pitch, Kevin’s stock remains incredibly high with every Sunderland supporter who saw him ‘get stuck in’ every time he took to the pitch.
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Kevin Ball in 1999
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Baxter


Slim Jim Baxter was the opposite of Kevin Ball. Whereas Ball wasn’t blessed with an overdose of natural talent but proved how to make the absolute best of whatever ability you have, Baxter was a player with the talent to rival George Best but chose to illustrate that ability only when it suited him.


Baxter was on Sunderland’s books when he tortured England at Wembley, when Scotland became the first team to defeat the 1966 world champions. Contemptuously performing ‘keepieuppies’ in the centre circle as Scotland beat the ‘Auld Enemy’ 3-2, Baxter showed that he was in a class of his own. His left foot was known as ‘The Claw’ and he would simply say to team mates that if they made a run forward he would make sure the ball was there when they got there – and he could do that. The trouble was that such performances were on Baxter’s terms. Like Len Shackleton before him he was a virtuoso in a team game and the team didn’t always benefit as it should have from his talent. A man over-fond of the high life for a professional athlete, his sporadic application frustrated the closely knit team he joined and the team spirit unravelled as a result. Judged on talent alone Baxter should be in any all time team but the tragedy is that at Sunderland the best of Baxter was too rarely seen.
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Jim Baxter
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Bennett


Gary Bennett joined Sunderland in 1984, signing for his former Cardiff manager Len Ashurst. ‘Benno’ wasted no time in endearing himself to the fans, scoring against England ‘keeper Peter Shilton within two minutes of his debut. It was the first of 443 games for the Lads placing him fifth on Sunderland’s all time appearances list.


Bennett played three times at Wembley for Sunderland: the 1985 League Cup final, the 1990 Play Off final and the 1992 FA Cup final. Sunderland failed to score in any of those matches and Bennett was unfortunate enough to see the only goal of the 1990 Play Off final deflect in off him. The 11 years Gary spent at Sunderland were far from glorious in the main despite those cup runs, but throughout that time Bennett was a constant presence, mainly at centre half. A commanding player and skipper, Gary led by example, his swashbuckling runs out of defence being a highlight of his era.
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Gary Bennett





Finishing his career in the lower leagues, he had a spell as manager of Darlington but although Manchester born, like so many before him, he found he’d left his heart not in San Francisco but Sunderland, returning to the north east to live and still follow the lads in his role as a BBC Radio summariser.
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Black Cats


Synonymous with red and white stripes while their rivals from up the road sport black and white, it puzzles many from outside the north east as to why Sunderland are known as the Black Cats. In fact the black shorts and socks of Sunderland’s strip shouldn’t be forgotten but the origins of SAFC’s nickname are older than the club itself.
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