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In "Richard Wagner and His Poetical Work, from 'Rienzi' to 'Parsifal'," Judith Gautier offers a comprehensive exploration of Wagner's evolution as a composer and his intricate relationship with poetry. This work delves deeply into Wagner's artistic vision, exploring how each opera reflects his philosophical and aesthetic ideals. Gautier employs a lyrical and analytical style, weaving together historical context and personal insights to illuminate Wagner's influence on music and literature. The text engages with the thematic consistencies that underpin Wagner's oeuvre, from the grand aspirations of 'Rienzi' to the spiritual profundities of 'Parsifal', mapping his journey through innovation and expressive depth. Judith Gautier, a prominent literary figure and the daughter of the influential poet, Theophile Gautier, was deeply immersed in the cultural landscape of her time. Her firsthand engagement with the Parisian artistic circles, alongside her admiration for Wagner's work, imbued her scholarship with both passion and authority. Gautier's familiarity with the music scene and her poetic sensibility enriched her critiques, articulating a nuanced understanding of Wagner's contributions to the opera world and the broader cultural dialogue. This book is a must-read for any scholar, musician, or lover of the arts seeking to grasp Wagner's legacy in a broader literary and philosophical framework. Gautier's insightful examinations offer rich perspectives that enhance our appreciation of both Wagner's operas and their poetic foundations.
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In "How to Appreciate Music," Gustav Kobbé artfully guides readers through the intricate landscape of music, blending a deep historical context with a personal, accessible style. Written during the early 20th century, the book serves as an essential primer, demystifying musical terminology and theory for the layperson. Kobbé's analysis spans various genres, illustrating not only the technical aspects of music but also its emotional depth and cultural significance, offering insights that resonate with both novice listeners and seasoned aficionados alike. Gustav Kobbé, renowned for his contributions to musical criticism and education, was motivated by his passion for making music accessible to all. His extensive background in musicology and personal connections with notable composers of his time enriched his perspective, enabling him to convey complex concepts in a relatable manner. Kobbé's desire to foster a deeper appreciation for music is palpable throughout the text, reflecting his belief in the transformative power of musical experience. This indispensable guide is highly recommended for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of music. Kobbé's engaging prose invites readers to explore melodies and harmonies with fresh ears, enhancing their listening experience and opening up a world of musical enjoyment.
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In "Sebastian Bach," Reginald Lane Poole presents a meticulously researched exploration of the life and legacy of the iconic Baroque composer Johann Sebastian Bach. Poole's literary style is characterized by its clarity and scholarly rigor, seamlessly weaving together biographical details with musical analysis, thus appealing to both general readers and musicologists alike. Set against the backdrop of the 18th century's shifting cultural landscape, this work illuminates the socio-political influences that shaped Bach's compositions while also delving into the intricate musical structures and theological underpinnings present in his oeuvre. Reginald Lane Poole, a prominent musicologist and historian, was profoundly influenced by his deep appreciation for both music and literature, which is evidenced in his comprehensive writing. Having devoted much of his academic career to the study of early music, Poole sought to demystify Bach for a broader audience, challenging prevailing narratives and emphasizing the composer's innovative spirit and lasting impact. His scholarly training and passion for cultural history inform every page of this enlightening biography. This book is highly recommended for anyone seeking to understand the genius of Johann Sebastian Bach beyond mere notes on a page. Poole's engaging prose and insightful analysis not only provide a richer appreciation of Bach's music but also invite readers into the profound connections between art and life that defined the Baroque period.
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In "Letters of Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy from 1833 to 1847," readers are invited into the intimate world of one of the 19th century's most revered composers. This collection reveals Mendelssohn's artistic journey through his correspondence, highlighting his reflections on creative processes, his relationships with contemporaneous musicians, and his observations on the socio-cultural milieu of the time. Mendelssohn's epistolary style is both articulate and emotive, providing a vivid lens into his professional aspirations and personal struggles, thus situating his work within Romanticism's broader artistic tendencies. Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, born in 1809 in a cultured Jewish family, was nourished by rich artistic influences that undoubtedly shaped his perspective. His travels across Europe, keen interest in literature, and engagement with various composers culminated in profound insights that he eloquently shared through his letters. These correspondences not only reflect his musical genius but also his passionate belief in the unifying power of music amid the throes of burgeoning nationalism. This volume is a must-read for anyone interested in the intersections of music, culture, and history. It serves both as a testament to Mendelssohn's genius and as an accessible entry point for those wishing to grasp the complexities of the Romantic period's musical landscape. Delve into Mendelssohn's letters to experience the thoughts of a true luminary.
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In "Letters of Felix Mendelssohn to Ignaz and Charlotte Moscheles," the esteemed composer Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy presents a fascinating collection of personal correspondences that illuminate his relationships with fellow musicians and friends. The letters, characterized by their eloquent prose and candid reflections, reveal Mendelssohn's thoughts on the artistic challenges of his time as well as his perspectives on the cultural milieu of 19th-century Europe. This literary endeavor serves as both a historical document and a glimpse into the life of a composer who navigated a world rife with political upheaval and evolving musical trends, effectively marrying his keen observations with poetic language. Mendelssohn himself emerged from a prominent Jewish family that converted to Christianity, a context that shaped his views and interactions within the artistic circles of his day. His close friendship with Ignaz Moscheles, a celebrated pianist and fellow composer, further enriched his life and provided fertile ground for intellectual exchange. Mendelssohn's passion for music and profound understanding of its emotional depth are vividly articulated in these letters, which reflect his commitment to fostering a shared musical heritage. This collection is a must-read for anyone interested in musical history or the personal insights of one of the great Romantic composers. Mendelssohn's correspondence not only enriches our understanding of his creative process but also offers invaluable perspectives on the artistic community of his time. Readers seeking a deeper appreciation of Mendelssohn's multifaceted character and societal challenges will find these letters both illuminating and moving.

Buy now and read (Advertising)





    Gustav Kobbé
  


  The Loves of Great Composers


  


 



  
    EAN 8596547354826
  



 
    DigiCat, 2022

	Contact: DigiCat@okpublishing.info
    
  








[image: ]






























List of Illustrations


Table of Contents



Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (photogravure).... Frontispiece


Table of Contents



Mozart at the Age of Eleven

Constance, Wife of Mozart

Ludwig van Beethoven

Countess Therese von Brunswick

"Beethoven at Heiligenstadt"

Félix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

Fanny Hensel, Sister of Mendelssohn

Cécile, Wife of Mendelssohn

The Mendelssohn Monument in Leipsic

Frédéric Chopin [missing from book]

Countess Potocka

The Death of Chopin

Robert Schumann

Robert and Clara Schumann, in 1847

Clara Schumann at the Piano

The Schumann Monument in the Bonn Cemetery

Franz Liszt

Liszt at the Piano

The Princess Carolyne, in her Latter Years at Rome

The Altenburg, Weimar, where Liszt and Carolyne lived

Richard Wagner

Cosima, Wife of Wagner

Richard and Cosima Wagner

Richard and Cosima Wagner entertaining in their Home

Wahnfried, Liszt and Hans von Wolzogen









Mozart and His Constance


Table of Contents






Nearly eight years after Mozart's death his widow, in response to a request from a famous publishing house for relics of the composer, sent, among other Mozartiana, a packet of letters written to her by her husband. In transmitting these she wrote:

"Especially characteristic is his great love for me, which breathes through all the letters. Is it not true—those from the last year of his life are just as tender as those written during the first year of our marriage?" She added that she would like to have this fact especially mentioned "to his honor" in any biography in which the data she sent were to be used. This request was not prompted by vanity, but by a just pride in the love her husband had borne her and which she still cherished. The love of his Constance was the solace of Mozart's life.

The wonder-child, born in Salzburg in 1756, and taken by his father from court to court, where he and his sister played to admiring audiences, did not, like so many wonder-children, fade from public view, but with manhood fulfilled the promise of his early years and became one of the world's great masters of music. But his genius was not appreciated until too late. The world of to-day sees in Mozart the type of the brilliant, careless Bohemian, whom it loves to associate with art, and long since has taken him to its heart. But the world of his own day, when he asked for bread, offered him a stone.

Mozart died young; he was only thirty-five. His sufferings were crowded into a few years, but throughout these years there stood by his side one whose love soothed his trials and brightened his life,—the Constance whom he adored. What she wrote to the publishers was strictly true. His last letters to her breathed a love as fervent as the first.
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