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How to Use this Book


The walks in the book are ordered by distance, starting with the shortest. An information panel for each walk shows the distance, start point (see below), a summary of route terrain and level of difficulty (Easy/Moderate/Difficult), OS map(s) required, and suggested pubs/cafés at the start/end of walk or en route.


MAPS


There are 89 maps covering the 100 walks. Some of the walks are extensions of existing routes and the information panel for these walks will tell you the distance of the short and long versions of the walk.


The routes marked on the maps are punctuated by a series of numbered waypoints. These relate to the same numbers shown in the walk description.


Start Points


The start of each walk is given as a postcode and also a six-figure grid reference number prefixed by two letters (which indicates the relevant square on the National Grid). More information on grid references is found on Ordnance Survey maps.


Parking


Many of the car parks suggested are public, but for some walks you will have to park on the roadside or in a lay-by. Please be considerate when leaving your car and do not block access roads or gates. Also, if parking in a pub car park for the duration of the walk, please try to avoid busy times.


COUNTRYSIDE CODE




	Consider the local community and other people enjoying the outdoors


	Leave gates and property as you find them and follow paths


	Leave no trace of your visit and take litter home


	Keep dogs under effective control


	Plan ahead and be prepared


	Follow advice and local signs
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1




	

Chester City Walls










START King Charles Tower, Chester, CH1 3EH, GR SJ406 667


DISTANCE 2½ miles (4km)


MAPS OS Landranger 117 Chester & Wrexham; OS Explorer 266 Wirral & Chester


WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK There are many outlets to suit all tastes in Chester


A walk around one of England’s most complete walled towns.


The walk around the old town walls of Chester is one of the highlights not only of a visit to the city itself, but also of a visit to Cheshire. The route directions are minimal as the walk merely follows the wall top, but are given for completeness.


1 King Charles Tower stands close to the Shropshire Union Canal, which threads its way through the city. Go up the steps onto the wall and turn right. On this first section of wall you will pass the city’s Cathedral to the right. Continue to Eastgate, the most picturesque of the gates that pierce the walls. Next, the walk takes you over Newgate.


2 To the left here is the Roman amphitheatre. Continue to the corner overlooking the River Dee. Turn right, with the wall, to reach Bridgegate.


3 At the next corner, the Castle is to the right, while to the left is the Roodee, Chester racecourse.


4 Now walk to Watergate and continue to the final corner and the linked Bonewoldsthorne and Water Towers. Turn right and cross St Martin’s Gate and Northgate to return to the start point.


[image: image]




Points of interest


[image: image]King Charles Tower: the name derives from an old legend that King Charles stood here on 24 September 1645 and watched his army being defeated at the battle of Rowton Moor.


Chester Cathedral: This is the old abbey church for a Benedictine monastery founded in 1092 by Hugh Lupes, the Norman Earl of Chester. Only after the Dissolution did it become the city’s cathedral. Inside there is some superbly carved woodwork, particularly on the fourteenth-century choir stalls.


Roman amphitheatre: During the first century AD the Romans occupied the site on the banks of the River Dee known as Deva. Soon it became an important military base, the headquarters for one of three British legions. The Romans fortified Deva, and two sections of that wall can still be seen between Northgate and King Charles Tower. The amphitheatre is the largest so far discovered in Britain. When completed, it was of stone and measured 315 by 285ft. The gladiatorial area measured 190 by 160ft. The best of the excavated Roman remains are to be found in the Grosvenor Museum in Grosvenor St.


Chester Castle: The first known castle on the site was built in 1070 by William the Conqueror. This motte and bailey structure was later consolidated, the thirteenth-century stone castle being an important centre during Edward’s campaigns in Wales. However, from the fifteenth century the castle fell into disrepair. Today, only the square Agricola Tower and Flag Tower remain of the medieval building, the rest having been built in the late eighteenth century.


Watergate: In medieval times, when boats were smaller and the River Dee a more navigable waterway, Chester was an important port, the Watergate giving access to the dock area, which was protected by the Water Tower. At that time it is likely that the Water Tower actually stood in water. However, changes in drainage patterns caused the Dee to silt up. Chester declined as a port and the river retreated from both Watergate and the Water Tower.







WALKS
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Marbury Country Park










3


START Marbury Country Park car park, CW9 6AT, GR SJ652 763


DISTANCE 2½ miles (4km); 4 miles (6.5km) with extension


MAPS OS Explorer 267 Northwich & Delamere Forest


WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK Stanley Arms, Anderton (close by the Anderton Boat Lift), T01606 75059


An easy walk in both instances, with the short walk going around the edges of the Park and the extension taking in the Anderton Boat Lift.


Route 2


1 Leave the car park by the north-east exit path and shortly turn left. Follow this track past the toilet and information centre until facing Budworth Mere. Go forwards until a path to the left is visible. Turn right and follow the footpath for about 250yds and take the left fork back into the Park (Marbury La). Follow this road for about 1,200yds to a canal bridge and cross over it.


2 Drop down to the canal and go east to the next bridge in about 200yds. Cross over it, then follow the path to the right for about 800yds, then take the right fork down to the edge of Budworth Mere for a further 600yds to the boathouse. In a further 200yds at the bird hides turn left and up steps.


Route 3


1 For the extension, turn right and go about 70yds before crossing the road to a concrete bus shelter. Just beyond the shelter turn left through a kissing gate into fields. Go into the left-hand field, keeping close to the hedge on the right. At the end of the field go into the woodland section and cross the footbridge and up the bank to exit in another field. Follow the path through two fields and cross Cogshall La into another field. Follow the hedge line to the right across two fields and turn left into Hough La. Go down the hill for about 550yds and across the canal bridge. Turn left and shortly take a short path to the right down and turn right onto the canal towpath.


[image: image]


2 Follow the towpath for 400yds to the Anderton Boat Lift. Then go along the towpath for about 1 mile to the Marbury Lane Bridge. Follow the short route from this point back to the car park.




Points of interest


[image: image] Anderton Boat Lift: ‘The Cathedral of the Canals’ is a unique Victorian piece of cast iron engineering. Built in 1875, it was used to transfer barges from the Trent and Mersey Canal to the River Weaver – a drop of 50ft. It has a visitors’ centre, where boat trips can be booked.


Marbury Country Park: Set by Budworth Mere, the Park offers a wide range of activities including fishing, swimming in the open air pool, exploring the garden centre and an arboretum.


Budworth Mere: Used for sailing, fishing (club only), birdwatching and openwater swimming (club only).
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Northwich










START The Weaver Hall Museum and Workhouse car park, CW9 8AB, GR SJ658 732


DISTANCE 2½ miles (4km)


MAPS OS Landranger 118 Stoke-on-Trent & Macclesfield; OS Explorer 267 Northwich & Delamere Forest


WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK There are numerous possibilities in Northwich


A short but fascinating town walk.


1 Leave the car park and turn left, passing under the viaduct and turning immediately left, walking beside the arches of the viaduct to the River Weaver. Turn left again and walk beside the river, continuing along until you reach the first footbridge, which is a swing bridge. Cross this and the Hunt’s Locks beyond (the locks are on another arm of the River Weaver) and walk to a path junction. Continue ahead, bearing left at first and then swinging right just before steps to go under the railway viaduct again. Continue to reach a road.


2 Turn right along the road (Spencer St, which leads into Navigation Rd), as far as a T–junction. Turn right into Chester Way, go over the bridge over the River Weaver and then drop down left to follow a path beside the river at Hayhurst Quay. You soon cross another bridge; turn right, crossing over the road and following the river to reach a road. Cross straight over to rejoin the path and continue along it.


3 Soon the path is sandwiched between the railway viaduct and the river. Follow the line of the viaduct, crossing the river and continuing to reach London Rd (the main A533), and walking beneath the viaduct back to the start at the museum car park.


[image: image]




Points of interest


[image: image] Railway viaduct: The superb viaduct took the Cheshire railway over the rivers and canals of Northwich. Its 48 arches are over ½ mile long and took the railway 40ft above the water. It is now a Grade II-listed structure.


Swing bridge: This elegant footbridge is also Grade II-listed. It can be swung to allow boats to traverse this older course of the River Weaver.


Bridge: This is the Hayhurst Bridge, built in 1898. It is also a swing bridge, though only tall boats would require it to do so. Hayhurst is widely believed to have been the first electrically driven swing bridge in Britain.


The Weaver Hall Museum and Workhouse: Interesting displays and tales of the history and industry of west Cheshire housed within the old Northwich Union Workhouse building.
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Rowton Moor










START Christleton church, CH3 7AP, GR SJ441 657


DISTANCE 2½ miles (4km)


MAPS OS Landranger 117 Chester & Wrexham; OS Explorer 266 Wirral & Chester


WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK The Ring O’ Bells Inn, Christleton, T01244 335422


A walk along the Shropshire Union Canal and by an ancient battlefield.


1 From the church in Christleton, walk to the triangular village green (an unusual feature, village greens being uncommon in Cheshire), on which the old pump house and pump still stand, and head south past the Ring O’ Bells Inn, continuing along the road past a school to a road junction. Walk down Rowton Bridge Rd, going over the Shropshire Union Canal to reach the A41. Cross, with great care, and follow the road opposite. This soon passes the site of the battle of Rowton Moor. Continue along the road through Rowton village to reach a T–junction and turn left, continuing until you reach the A41 again.


2 Cross over and follow the road opposite, called Moor La. This soon goes right. Ignore all side turnings to reach a crossroads in Waverton; now turn left. At the canal bridge turn left down onto the towpath and follow it back to the bridge that was crossed at Rowton Bridge Rd. Turn right up onto the road and reverse the outward route through Christleton to return to the start.


[image: image]




Points of interest


[image: image] Shropshire Union Canal: The Union of the name was the amalgamation of several companies into a single company, creating a web-like system that reached as far as Llangollen and Wolverhampton, as well as linking into the Trent and Mersey on the Cheshire Ring. The network formed a powerful commercial highway, and is still one of the best canal systems in Britain.


Rowton Moor: During the Civil War, Chester was a Royalist stronghold and by late 1644 was under a state of siege. The siege was long and hard, and, in an effort to lift it and, in part, to link up with the Royalist army of the Marquis of Montrose to the north in Lancashire, the King marched north in September 1645. On 24 September, the King’s cavalry met the Parliamentary army of Major General Poyntz here at Rowton Moor and was heavily defeated. The battle was one of the last set-piece actions of the first Civil War.


Christleton: This village was mentioned in the Domesday Book, and almost six centuries later the Old Hall, the oldest village house, was the headquarters of the Parliamentarians besieging Chester.
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Alderley Edge & Hough










START National Trust car park on the B5087, GR SJ859 773


DISTANCE 3 miles (5km)


MAPS OS Landranger 118 Stoke-on-Trent & Macclesfield; OS Explorer 268 Wilmslow, Macclesfield & Congleton


WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK The Wizard, Alderley Edge (tea room at the back open at weekends, children welcome, dogs allowed in outside area only), T01625 584 000; there are many cafés, pubs and a supermarket in Alderley Edge


An easy walk, not strenuous, but on the Edge beware as route-finding can be confusing and difficult.


1 From the car park head towards the information board and along to a gate. Turn right and go down a track a short distance before turning left in front of The Bungalow and along a well-maintained track. When you enter a clearing ahead, passing by ‘Engine Vein’ mine works, go straight across it to join a path which bears to the left. Continue ahead over cross tracks and at the next cross track, just before a stone wall, bear right and uphill towards the remains of the Armada Beacon.


From the Beacon turn your back to the wall and go down a short distance to meet a track and turn to the right on a main path that will take you to an open, rocky viewpoint at Alderley Edge. The views from here extend from the Welsh hills to the west to the Derbyshire Peak District to the east on a clear day. You will also find some caves here, but take care if you do go into them, particularly if you have children with you.


With the view in front of you, turn left to walk through woods following a yellow marker post. Following this path to a dip, you veer to the right over a small rise before dropping steeply down the hillside. This path emerges at a barbed wire fence and a field; turn left here and follow the path to the road. Turn left, then right across the road to follow a public footpath sign to Saddlebole Farm.


2 At the end of the drive go left over a stile to enter a field. Keep the hedge on your right and pass through a metal gate, keeping right to cross a field to another road. At the road turn right and after 550yds turn right again down a footpath signposted ‘Mottram’, which lies opposite the entrance of Brook Farm. Walk across the large field, keeping the hedge to your left, until you reach a stile. Over the stile is a small pool on your left; you turn to the right. Cross a stile ahead and turn right again, following a sign for ‘The Edge’.
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