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SYNOPSIS




In “The Canon, or The Metaphysics of Style”, Machado de Assis leads the reader into an ironic reflection on the writing process. We follow the efforts of a learned canon as he searches for the perfect word, while the narrator reveals, with subtle humor, the unseen behind-the-scenes of literary creation. Amid ideas that form and fade, the story explores language as a game between intention, chance, and consciousness.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.
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"Come

from Lebanon, my wife, come from Lebanon, come... The mandrakes have given off

their scent. We have at our doors every kind of dove...”




“I

beseech you, daughters of Jerusalem, if you meet my beloved, let him know that

I am sick with love..."




It

was thus, with this melody from the ancient drama of Judah, that a noun and an

adjective sought one another in Canon Matias’s mind... Do not interrupt me,

hasty reader; I know you do not believe a word of what I am about to say. I

will say it, however, in spite of your lack of faith, because the day of public

conversion will come.




On

that day—I reckon around 2222—the paradox will shed its wings to don the robe

of a common truth. Then this page will deserve, more than a favor, an

apotheosis. It will be translated into every language. Academies and institutes

will turn it into a small book, for the use of the centuries, bronze paper,

gold-edged, with inlaid opal letters, and a matte silver cover. Governments

will decree that it be taught in middle schools and high schools. Philosophies

will burn all previous doctrines, even the most definitive ones, and embrace

this new psychology, the only true one, and everything will be finished. Until

then I will pass for a fool, as will be seen.
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