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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Tupac Amaru Shakur ( TOO-pahk shə-KOOR; born Lesane Parish Crooks; June 16, 1971 – September 13, 1996), also known by his stage names 2Pac, Makaveli, and Pac, was an American rapper and actor. As of 2007, Shakur has sold over 75 million records worldwide. His double disc albums All Eyez on Me and his Greatest Hits are among the best-selling albums in the United States. He has been listed and ranked as one of the greatest artists of all time by many publications, including Rolling Stone, which ranked him 86th on its list of The 100 Greatest Artists of All Time. He is consistently ranked as one of the greatest and most influential rappers of all time. On April 7, 2017, Shakur was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 501 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Golden State Warriors are an American professional basketball team based in Oakland, California. The Warriors compete in the National Basketball Association (NBA) as a member club of the league's Western Conference Pacific Division. The team was established in 1946 as the Philadelphia Warriors based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a founding member of the Basketball Association of America (BAA). In 1962, the franchise relocated to the San Francisco Bay Area and was renamed the San Francisco Warriors. In 1971, the team changed its geographic moniker to Golden State, California's state nickname. Since 1972, the team's home court has been the Oracle Arena in Oakland. The team is nicknamed the "Dubs." This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 861 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Kristen Mary Jenner (née Houghton, HOH-tən, formerly Kardashian; born November 5, 1955) is an American television personality who rose to fame for starring in the reality television series Keeping Up with the Kardashians, together with her family. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 89 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Adele Laurie Blue Adkins MBE ( born 5 May 1988) is an English singer-songwriter. After graduating from the BRIT School for Performing Arts and Technology in 2006, Adele was given a recording contract by XL Recordings after a friend posted her demo on Myspace the same year. In 2007, she received the Brit Awards "Critics' Choice" award and won the BBC Sound of 2008 poll. Her debut album, 19, was released in 2008 to commercial and critical success. It is certified seven times platinum in the UK, and three times platinum in the US. The album contains her first song, "Hometown Glory", written when she was 16, which is based on her home suburb of West Norwood in London. An appearance she made on Saturday Night Live in late 2008 boosted her career in the US. At the 51st Grammy Awards in 2009, Adele received the awards for Best New Artist and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 998 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Eazy-E






Eric Lynn Wright[3][4][5] (September 7, 1964 – March 26, 1995), better known by his stage name Eazy-E, was an American rapper who performed solo and in the hip hop group N.W.A. Wright is affectionately called "The Godfather of Gangsta rap". He was born to Richard and Kathie Wright in Compton, California. After dropping out of high school in the tenth grade, he supported himself primarily by selling drugs before founding Ruthless Records and becoming a rapper. Arabian Prince, Eazy-E, Dr. Dre and Ice Cube formed N.W.A. After DJ Yella[image: External link] and MC Ren joined the group, N.W.A released their debut single Panic Zone. In 1988, they released their most controversial album, Straight Outta Compton. The group released two more albums and then disbanded after Eazy released Dr. Dre from his contract.

Eazy's main influences included 1970s funk groups, contemporary rappers, and comedians. When reviewing Eazy's albums, many critics noted his unique overall style, with Steve Huey of the All Music Guide remarking: "While his technical skills as a rapper were never the greatest, his distinctive delivery... over-the-top lyrics, and undeniable charisma made him a star."[6]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life and Ruthless Records investment




Eric Wright was born to Richard and Kathie Wright on September 7, 1964, in Compton, California, a Los Angeles suburb notorious for gang activity and crime.[7][8] His father was a postal worker and his mother was a grade school administrator.[9] Wright dropped out of high school in the tenth grade,[10] but later received a high-school general equivalency diploma (GED).[11]

Wright supported himself primarily by selling drugs, introduced to the occupation by his cousin.[10] Wright's friend Jerry Heller admits that he witnessed Wright selling marijuana, but says that he never saw him sell cocaine. As Heller noted in his book Ruthless: A Memoir, Wright's "dope dealer" label was part of his "self-forged armor".[12] Wright was also labeled as a "thug". Heller explains: "The hood where he grew up was a dangerous place. He was a small guy. 'Thug' was a role that was widely understood on the street; it gave you a certain level of protection in the sense that people hesitated to fuck with you. Likewise, 'dope dealer' was a role that accorded you certain privileges and respect."[12]

In 1986, at the age of 22, Wright had allegedly earned as much as US$250,000 from dealing drugs. However, after his cousin was shot and killed, he decided that he could make a better living in the Los Angeles hip hop scene, which was growing rapidly in popularity.[13] He started recording songs during the mid-1980s in his parents' garage.[11]

The original idea for Ruthless Records came when Wright asked Heller to go into business with him. Wright suggested a half-ownership company, but it was later decided that Wright would get eighty percent of the company's income, and Heller would only get twenty percent. According to Heller, he told Wright, "Every dollar comes into Ruthless, I take twenty cents. That's industry standard for a manager of my caliber. I take twenty, you take eighty percent. I am responsible for my expenses, and you're responsible for yours. You own the company. I work for you."[12] Along with Heller, Wright invested much of his money into Ruthless Records.[14] Heller claims that he invested the first $250,000, and would eventually put up to $1,000,000 into the company.[12]
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 Musical career
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 N.W.A and Eazy-Duz-It (1986–91)




N.W.A's original lineup consisted of Arabian Prince, Dr. Dre, Eazy-E, and Ice Cube.[15][16] DJ Yella[image: External link] and MC Ren joined later.[17] The compilation album N.W.A. and the Posse was released on November 6, 1987, and would go on to be certified Gold in the United States.[18][19] The album featured material previously released as singles on the Macola Records label, which was responsible for distributing the releases by N.W.A and other artists like the Fila Fresh Crew, a West Coast rap group originally based in Dallas, Texas.[20][21]

Eazy-E's debut album, Eazy-Duz-It, was released on September 16, 1988, and featured twelve tracks. It was labeled as West Coast hip hop, Gangsta rap, and Golden age hip hop. It has sold over 2.5 million copies in the United States and reached number forty-one on the Billboard 200.[11][22] The album was produced by Dr. Dre and DJ Yella and largely written by MC Ren, Ice Cube, and The D.O.C..[23] Both Glen Boyd from the Seattle Post-Intelligencer and MTV's Jon Wiederhorn claimed that Eazy-Duz-It "paved the way" for N.W.A's most controversial album, Straight Outta Compton.[24][25] Wright's only solo in the album was a remix of the song "8 Ball", which originally appeared on N.W.A. and the Posse. The album featured Wright's writing and performing; he performed on seven songs and helped write four songs.[26]

After the release of Straight Outta Compton, Ice Cube left because of internal disputes, and the group continued as a four-piece ensemble.[17] N.W.A released 100 Miles and Runnin' and Niggaz4Life in 1991. A diss war started between N.W.A and Ice Cube when "100 Miles and Runnin'" and "Real Niggaz" were released. Ice Cube responded with "No Vaseline" on Death Certificate.[27] Wright performed on seven of the eighteen songs on Niggaz4Life.[28] In March 1991 Wright accepted an invitation to a lunch benefiting the Republican Senatorial Inner Circle, hosted by then-U.S. President George H. W. Bush.[29] A spokesman for the rapper said that Eazy-E supported Bush because of his performance in the Persian Gulf War.[30]
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 End of N.W.A and feud with Dr. Dre (1991–94)




N.W.A began to split up after Jerry Heller became the band's manager. Dr. Dre recalls: "The split came when Jerry Heller got involved. He played the divide and conquer game. Instead of taking care of everybody, he picked one nigga to take care of and that was Eazy. And Eazy was like, 'I'm taken care of, so fuck it'." Dre sent Suge Knight to look into Eazy's financial situation because he was beginning to grow suspicious of Eazy and Heller. Dre asked Eazy to release him from the Ruthless Records contract, but Eazy refused. The impasse led to what reportedly transpired between Knight and Eazy at the recording studio where Niggaz4life was recorded. After he refused to release Dre, Knight declared to Eazy that he had kidnapped Heller and was holding him prisoner in a van. The rumor did not convince Eazy to release Dre from his contract, and Knight threatened Eazy's family: Knight gave Eazy a piece of paper that contained Eazy's mother's address, telling him, "I know where your mama stays." Eazy finally signed Dre's release, officially ending N.W.A.[31]

The feud with Dr. Dre continued after a track on Dre's The Chronic, "Dre Day", contained lyrics that insulted Eazy-E. Eazy responded with the EP, It's On (Dr. Dre) 187um Killa, featuring the tracks "Real Muthaphuckkin G's" and "It's On". The album, which was released on October 25, 1993, contains pictures of Dre wearing "lacy outfits and makeup" when he was a member of the Electro-hop World Class Wreckin' Cru.[31]
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 Personal life




Wright had a son, Eric Darnell Wright[image: External link], in 1984. He also had a daughter named Erin[32] who has legally changed her name to Ebie.[33] (Ebie is currently crowd-funding a film called Ruthless Scandal: No More Lies to investigate her father's death.)[34] Wright also has five other children by five separate women during his life.

Wright met Tomica Woods at a Los Angeles nightclub in 1991, and they married in 1995, twelve days before his death.[35] They had a son named Dominick and a daughter named Daijah (born six months after Wright's death).[36] After Wright's death, Ruthless Records was taken over by his wife.
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 Legal issues




After Dr. Dre left Ruthless Records, executives Mike Klein and Jerry Heller sought assistance from the Jewish Defense League (JDL). Klein, a former Ruthless Records director of business affairs, said this provided Ruthless Records with leverage to enter into negotiations with Death Row Records over Dr. Dre's departure.[37] While Knight had sought an outright release from Ruthless Records for Dr. Dre, the JDL and Ruthless Records management negotiated a release in which the record label would continue to receive money and publishing rights from future Dr. Dre projects with Death Row Records, founded by Dr. Dre with Suge Knight.[38] The FBI launched a money-laundering investigation under the assumption that the JDL was extorting money from Ruthless Records to fight their causes. This led to JDL spokesperson Irv Rubin issuing a press release stating "There was nothing but a close, tight relationship" between Eazy-E and the organization.[37]
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 Illness and death




On February 24, 1995, Wright was admitted to the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles with what he believed to be asthma due to a recurring cough and wincing that occurred beginning in July 1994. Instead, he was diagnosed with AIDS. He announced his illness in a public statement on March 16, 1995. It is believed Wright contracted the disease and its infection from a sexual partner.[13][39][40] During the week of March 20, having already made amends with Ice Cube, Snoop Dogg and Dr. Dre, he drafted a final message to his fans.[41] On March 26, 1995 Eazy-E died from complications of AIDS, one month after his diagnosis. He was 30 years old, despite the fact that most reports at the time said he was 31 due to the falsification of his date of birth by one year.[11][42] He was buried on April 7, 1995 at Rose Hills Memorial Park in Whittier, California.[43] Over 3,000 people attended his funeral, including Jerry Heller and DJ Yella. He was buried in a gold casket, and instead of wearing a suit and tie, Eazy-E was dressed in a flannel shirt, a Compton hat and jeans.[44] On January 30, 1996, ten months after Eazy-E's death, his final album, Str8 off tha Streetz of Muthaphukkin Compton was released.

According to his son Lil Eazy-E[image: External link], Eazy-E was worth an estimated USD$50 million at the time of his death.[45]
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 Musical influences and style




Allmusic cites Eazy-E's influences as Ice-T, Redd Foxx, Tupac Shakur, King Tee, Bootsy Collins, Run–D.M.C., Richard Pryor, The Egyptian Lover[image: External link], Schoolly D, Too $hort[image: External link], Prince, The Sugarhill Gang, and George Clinton.[46] In the documentary The Life and Timez of Eric Wright, Eazy-E mentions collaborating with many of his influences.[47]

When reviewing Str8 off tha Streetz of Muthaphukkin Compton, Stephen Thomas Erlewine noted "... Eazy-E sounds revitalized, but the music simply isn't imaginative. Instead of pushing forward and creating a distinctive style, it treads over familiar gangsta territory, complete with bottomless bass, whining synthesizers, and meaningless boasts."[48] When reviewing Eazy-Duz-It, Jason Birchmeier of Allmusic said, "In terms of production, Dr. Dre and Yella meld together P-Funk, Def Jam-style hip-hop, and the leftover electro sounds of mid-'80s Los Angeles, creating a dense, funky, and thoroughly unique style of their own." Birchmeier described Eazy's style as "dense, unique, and funky", and said that it sounded "absolutely revolutionary in 1988".[46]

Several members of N.W.A wrote lyrics for Eazy-Duz-It: Ice Cube, The D.O.C., and MC Ren.[49] The EP 5150: Home 4 tha Sick features a song written by Naughty By Nature. The track "Merry Muthaphuckkin' Xmas" features Menajahtwa, Buckwheat, and Atban Klann as guest vocalists, and "Neighborhood Sniper" features Kokane[image: External link] as a guest vocalist.[50] It's On (Dr. Dre) 187um Killa features several guest vocalists, including Gangsta Dresta, B.G. Knocc Out. Kokane, Cold 187um, Rhythum D[image: External link], and Dirty Red.[51] Str8 off tha Streetz of Muthaphukkin Compton featured several guest vocalists, including B.G. Knocc Out, Gangsta Dresta, Sylk-E. Fyne[image: External link], Dirty Red, Menajahtwa, Roger Troutman, and ex-N.W.A members MC Ren and DJ Yella.[52]
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 Legacy




Eazy-E has been called the godfather of gangsta rap.[53][54][55][56] MTV's Reid Shaheem said that Eazy was a "rap-pioneer",[56] and he is sometimes cited by critics as a legend.[57][58] Steve Huey of AllMusic said that he was "one of the most controversial figures in gangsta rap".[6] Since his 1995 death, many book and video biographies have been produced, including 2002's The Day Eazy-E Died and Dead and Gone.[59][60][61]

When Eazy was diagnosed with AIDS, many magazines like Jet,[62] Vibe,[63] Billboard,[64] The Crisis,[65] and Newsweek covered the story and released information on the topic.[66] All of his studio albums and EPs charted on the Billboard 200,[67][68][69] and many of his singles—"Eazy-Duz-It", "We Want Eazy", "Real Muthaphuckkin G's", and "Just tah Let U Know"—also charted in the U.S.[69][70]

In 2012 a Eazy-E documentary was released by Ruthless Propaganda, called Ruthless Memories. The documentary featured interviews from Jerry Heller, MC Ren and B.G. Knocc Out.[71]

In the 2015 film Straight Outta Compton, Eazy-E is played by Jason Mitchell, and the film is dedicated in his memory.[72]
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 Discography




Main article: Eazy-E discography



	Studio albums




	
Eazy-Duz-It (1988)

	
Str8 off tha Streetz of Muthaphukkin Compton (1996)




	Extended Plays




	
5150: Home 4 tha Sick (1992)

	
It's On (Dr. Dre) 187um Killa (1993)

	
Impact of a Legend (2002)




	With N.W.A




	
N.W.A. and the Posse (1987)

	
Straight Outta Compton (1988)

	
100 Miles and Runnin' (1990)

	
Niggaz4Life (1991)
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Compton, California






Compton is a city in southern Los Angeles County, California[image: External link], United States[image: External link],[10] situated south of downtown Los Angeles[image: External link]. Compton is one of the oldest cities in the county and on May 11, 1888, was the eighth city to incorporate. As of the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], the city had a total population of 96,455.[11] It is known as the "Hub City" due to its geographic centrality in Los Angeles County.[10] Neighborhoods in Compton include Sunny Cove, Leland, Downtown Compton, and Richland Farms. The city is generally a working class city with some middle-class neighborhoods, and is home to a relatively young community, at an average 25 years of age, compared to the American median age of 35 (2010 data).



TOP
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 History




In 1784, the Spanish[image: External link] Crown deeded a tract of over 75,000 acres (300 km2) to Juan Jose Dominguez[image: External link] in this area. The tract was named Rancho San Pedro[image: External link]. Dominguez's name was later applied to the Dominguez Hills[image: External link] community south of Compton. The tree that marked the original northern boundary of the rancho still stands at the corner of Poppy and Short streets.[citation needed[image: External link]] The rancho was subdivided and parcels were sold within the Californios[image: External link] of Alta California[image: External link] until the lands were ceded after the Mexican-American war[image: External link] in 1848. American[image: External link] immigrants[image: External link] acquired most of the rancho lands after 1848.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

In 1867, Griffith Dickenson Compton led a group of 30 pioneers to the area. These families had traveled by wagon train south from Stockton, California[image: External link] in search of ways to earn a living other than in the rapid exhaustion of gold fields. Originally named Gibsonville, after one of the tract owners, it was later called Comptonville. However, to avoid confusion with the Comptonville[image: External link] located in Yuba County[image: External link], the name was shortened to Compton.[10] Compton's earliest settlers were faced with terrible hardships as they farmed the land in bleak weather to get by with just the barest subsistence. The weather continued to be harsh, rainy and cold, and fuel was difficult to find. To gather firewood it was necessary to travel to mountains close to Pasadena[image: External link]. The round trip took almost a week. Many in the Compton party wanted to relocate to a friendlier climate and settle down, but as there were two general stores within traveling distance—one in the pueblo of Los Angeles, the other in Wilmington[image: External link]—they eventually decided to stay put.[10]

By 1887, the settlers realized it was time to make improvements to the local government. A series of town meetings were held to discuss incorporation of their little town. Griffith D. Compton donated his land to incorporate and create the city of Compton in 1889, but he did stipulate that a certain acreage be zoned solely for agriculture and named Richland Farms.[12] In January 1888, a petition supporting the incorporation of Compton was forwarded to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, who in turn forwarded the petition to the State Legislature. On May 11, 1888 the city of Compton was incorporated with a population of 500 people. The first City Council meeting was held on May 14, 1888.[10]

The ample residential lots of Richland Farms gave residents enough space to raise a family, and food to feed them, along with building a barn, and caring for livestock. The farms attracted the black families who had begun migrating from the rural South in the 1950s, and there they found their 'home away from home' in this small community. Compton couldn't support large-scale agricultural business, but it did give the residents the opportunity to work the land for their families and for the welfare of the new community.[12]

The 1920s saw the opening of the Compton Airport. Compton Junior College was founded and city officials moved to a new City Hall on Alameda Street.[10] On March 10, 1933, a destructive earthquake caused many casualties: schools were destroyed and there was major damage to the central business district.[10] While it would eventually be home to a large black population, in 1930 there was only one black resident.[13] In the late 1940s, middle class blacks began moving into the area, mostly on the west side. Compton grew quickly in the 1950s. One reason for this was Compton was close to Watts[image: External link], where there was an established black community. The eastern side of the city was predominately white until the 1970s. Despite being located in the middle of a major metropolitan area, thanks to the legacy of Griffith D. Compton, there still remains one small pocket of agriculture from its earliest years.[12]

During the 1950s and 1960s, after the Supreme Court declared all racially exclusive housing covenants (title deeds) unconstitutional in the case Shelley v. Kraemer[image: External link], the first black families moved to the area.[14] Compton's growing black population was still largely ignored and neglected by the city's elected officials. Centennial High School[image: External link] was finally built to accommodate a burgeoning student population.[14] At one time, the City Council even discussed dismantling the Compton Police Department in favor of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department[image: External link] in an attempt to exclude blacks from law enforcement jobs. A black man first ran for City Council in 1958, and the first black councilman was elected in 1961.[14]

In 1969, Douglas Dollarhide[image: External link] became the mayor, the first black man elected mayor of any metropolitan city in California.[14] Two blacks and one Mexican-American were also elected to the local school board.[14] Four years later, in 1973, Doris A. Davis[image: External link] defeated Dollarhide's bid for re-election to become the first female black mayor of a metropolitan American city. By the early 1970s, the city had one of the largest concentrations of blacks in the country with over ninety percent.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2013, Aja Brown[image: External link], age 31, became the city's youngest mayor to date.

For many years, Compton was a much sought-after suburb for the black middle class of Los Angeles. This past affluence is reflected in the area's appearance—Compton's streets are lined with relatively spacious and attractive single family houses. However, several factors have contributed to Compton's gradual decline. One of the most significant factors was a steady erosion of its tax base, something that was already sparse due to limited commercial properties. In later years, there were middle-class whites who fled[image: External link] to the newly incorporated cities of Artesia[image: External link], Bellflower[image: External link], Cerritos[image: External link], Paramount[image: External link] and Norwalk[image: External link] in the late 1950s. These nearby communities remained largely white early on despite integration[image: External link].[15] This white middle class flight accelerated following the 1965 Watts Riots[image: External link] and the 1992 Los Angeles riots[image: External link].[16]

By the late 1960s, middle-class and upper-middle-class blacks found other areas more attractive to them. Some were unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County[image: External link] such as Ladera Heights[image: External link], View Park[image: External link] and Windsor Hills[image: External link], and others were cities such as Inglewood[image: External link] and, particularly, Carson[image: External link]. Carson was significant because it had successfully thwarted attempts at annexation[image: External link] by neighboring Compton. The city opted instead for incorporation in 1968, which is notable because its black population was actually more affluent than its white population. As a newer city, it also offered more favorable tax rates and lower crime.[17]
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 Geography




According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 10.1 square miles (26 km2). 10.0 square miles (26 km2) of it is land and 0.1 square miles (0.26 km2) of it (1.03%) is water.

It is bordered by the unincorporated Willowbrook[image: External link] on the north and northwest, the unincorporated West Compton[image: External link] on the west, the city of Carson[image: External link] on the southwest, the unincorporated Rancho Dominguez[image: External link] on the south, the city of Long Beach[image: External link] on the southeast, the city of Paramount[image: External link] and the unincorporated East Compton[image: External link] on the east, and by the city of Lynwood[image: External link] on the northeast.
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 East Compton




East Compton[image: External link], also known as East Rancho Dominguez, is a mostly industrial unincorporated community[image: External link] and census-designated place[image: External link] (CDP). The population was 15,135 according to the 2010 Census[image: External link].[18] East Rancho Dominguez is an accepted city name according to the USPS[image: External link], and shares the 90221 ZIP Code[image: External link] with Compton.[19] Its sphere of influence[image: External link] is the city of Compton, which has tried to annex East Rancho Dominguez, but business and property owners in the area have opposed the annexation.[20][21]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1870[image: External link]
	160
	
	—



	1890[image: External link]
	636
	
	—



	1910[image: External link]
	922
	
	—



	1920[image: External link]
	1,478
	
	60.3%



	1930[image: External link]
	12,516
	
	746.8%



	1940[image: External link]
	16,198
	
	29.4%



	1950[image: External link]
	47,991
	
	196.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	71,812
	
	49.6%



	1970[image: External link]
	78,547
	
	9.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	81,350
	
	3.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	90,454
	
	11.2%



	2000[image: External link]
	93,493
	
	3.4%



	2010[image: External link]
	96,455
	
	3.2%



	Est. 2016
	97,550
	[22]
	1.1%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[23]
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 2010




The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][24] reported that Compton had a population of 96,455. The population density[image: External link] was 9,534.3 people per square mile (3,681.2/km²). The racial makeup of Compton was 31,688 (32.9%) Black[image: External link], 24,942 (25.9%) White[image: External link] (0.8% Non-Hispanic White),[8][25] 655 (0.7%) Native American[image: External link], 292 (0.3%) Asian[image: External link], 718 (0.7%) Pacific Islander[image: External link], 34,914 (36.2%) from other races[image: External link], and 3,246 (3.4%) from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 62,669 persons (65.0%).

The Census reported that 95,700 people (99.2% of the population) lived in households, 643 (0.7%) lived in non-institutionalized group quarters, and 112 (0.1%) were institutionalized.

There were 23,062 households, out of which 13,376 (58.0%) had children under the age of 18 living in them, 10,536 (45.7%) were opposite-sex married couples[image: External link] living together, 6,373 (27.6%) had a female householder with no husband present, 2,354 (10.2%) had a male householder with no wife present. There were 1,725 (7.5%) unmarried opposite-sex partnerships[image: External link], and 158 (0.7%) same-sex married couples or partnerships[image: External link]. 2,979 households (12.9%) were made up of individuals and 1,224 (5.3%) had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 4.15. There were 19,263 families[image: External link] (83.5% of all households); the average family size was 4.41.

The age distribution of the population was as follows: 31,945 people (33.1%) under the age of 18, 11,901 people (12.3%) aged 18 to 24, 26,573 people (27.5%) aged 25 to 44, 18,838 people (19.5%) aged 45 to 64, and 7,198 people (7.5%) who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 28.0 years. For every 100 females there were 94.8 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 90.7 males.

There were 24,523 housing units at an average density of 2,424.0 per square mile (935.9/km²), of which 12,726 (55.2%) were owner-occupied, and 10,336 (44.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.9%; the rental vacancy rate was 5.9%. 53,525 people (55.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 42,175 people (43.7%) lived in rental housing units.

During 2009–2013, Compton has a median household income of $42,953, with 26.3% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[8]
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 Crime




Following the 1965 Watts Riot, crime in Compton rose sharply as more middle class residents fled. By 1969, it had the highest crime rates in the state of California. Three years later, the city, with a population of just under 80,000 residents, recorded 46 murders, making it the highest per-capita murder rate in the United States. Compton's violent reputation reached the national spotlight in the late 1980s with the prominent rise of local gangsta rap groups Compton's Most Wanted[image: External link] and N.W.A, who released the album Straight Outta Compton in 1988. The city became notorious for gang violence[image: External link], primarily caused by the Bloods[image: External link] and Crips[image: External link],[26] but they are currently in a truce.[27] In 2013, the homicide rate was 36.8, a decrease from the 1990s peak.[28] Guns are used in the vast majority of homicides in Compton. Between 2000 and 2016, 91.5% were killed by guns compared to the national average of 67.7%.[29][30] In 2015 there was a record low of 15 homicides while the homicide rate in the rest of the US increased.[31]

The neighborhood lost residents with the worsening safety problems and, after the 1992 riots[image: External link] in the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], many blacks left the city.[32]

Although U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] did not list Compton in the 2011 "11 Most Dangerous Cities" for overall crime rates in the United States,[33] it contrasts the CQ Press, using data from the FBI's annual report of crime statistics[image: External link] "Crime in the United States 2010," which ranked Compton as having the eighth highest crime rate in the country.[34]

Compton experienced a drop in homicide in the late 1990s and 2000s.[35] Crime has stabilized overall in the 2010s.[28][36] The decrease in homicides has been attributed to various factors, including faster response times by police (reducing shots fired) and better medical care (increasing survival rates). The new mayor elected in 2013 has helped to settle turf wars between the gangs, which has further reduced the homicide rate.[27]
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 "Gifts for Guns"




From 1999 to 2004, Compton's murder rate averaged at around 49 murders per 100,000 annually. In 2005 the city experienced an almost 45% increase in murders, although the annual numbers had dropped significantly in the prior three years.[37] The Los Angeles Sheriff's Department began the annual "Gifts for Guns" program within that same year where the citizens of Compton were given the option to turn in firearms and receive a $50–$100 check for various goods in an effort to combat gun violence[image: External link].[38] People have turned in about 7,000 guns over the last few years, KABC-TV[image: External link] reported. The program's success has prompted the LASD[image: External link] to expand the program county-wide.[39]
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 Economy




Compton was recently designated as an "Entrepreneurial Hot Spot" by Cognetics, Inc., an independent economic research firm. Compton made the national list for best places to start and grow a business, and ranked #2 in Los Angeles County[image: External link] out of a field of 88 cities.[40] The city's Planning and Economic Development department provides a business assistance program consisting of a comprehensive mix of resources to small business owners and entrepreneurs. The grocery chains Ralphs[image: External link] and Food 4 Less[image: External link], subsidiaries of Kroger[image: External link], are headquartered in Compton.[41] Gelson's Market, a subsidiary of Arden Group, Inc., a holding company, is also based there. [42]

Compton is surrounded by multiple freeways which provide access to destinations throughout the region.[43] The Long Beach and Los Angeles Ports are less than 20 minutes from downtown Compton, providing access to international destinations for customers and suppliers. The Alameda Corridor[image: External link], a passageway for 25% of all U.S. waterborne international trade, runs directly through Compton from north to south.[44]
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 Gateway Towne Center




The Gateway Towne Center is a retail center and represents a new trend in investing in inner cities[image: External link]. Phase one of the mega-shopping center included several big box[image: External link] retailers, several restaurants, banks, supply stores and fitness centers.[45]
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 Arts and culture




Some episodes of the sitcom[image: External link] The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link] took place in Compton because Will Smith's[image: External link] friend, DJ Jazzy Jeff[image: External link] lived there.[46] Many rap artists' careers started in Compton, including N.W.A (Eazy-E, MC Ren, Dr. Dre, Ice Cube, DJ Yella[image: External link]), Coolio[image: External link], DJ Quik[image: External link], Nishant, Jeeves, The Game[image: External link], Kendrick Lamar[image: External link], YG[image: External link], and Compton's Most Wanted[image: External link]. In their lyrics, they rap about the streets and their lives in Compton and the areas nearby. Many well-known NBA[image: External link] players attended high school in the city as well. Arron Afflalo[image: External link] attended Centennial High School[image: External link]; DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] attended Compton High School; and Tayshaun Prince[image: External link], Tyson Chandler[image: External link], Brandon Jennings[image: External link], Cedric Ceballos[image: External link] and the late Dennis Johnson[image: External link] attended Dominguez High. Actor/comedian Paul Rodriguez[image: External link] Sr. also attended Dominguez High.[47]

Although Compton was formerly thought of as a primarily black community, this has greatly changed over the years and now Latinos[image: External link] are the largest ethnic group in the city. A possible reason for this misconception is, despite the shift in population, that many black professional athletes and rappers are originally from Compton. Blacks continue to dominate local politics, holding most elected positions in the city. Although an inner suburb[image: External link] of Los Angeles, Compton has seen an increase of middle-class residents in the last few years, due to its affordable housing despite the portrayals of Compton in the media, which are typically exaggerated. With the influx of immigrants and the demographic shift in ethnic population, it was after the 2000 U.S. Census[image: External link] that Latinos were recognized as the majority.[48]

Compton has a growing Pacific Islander[image: External link], Filipino[image: External link], and Vietnamese[image: External link] community. West Compton and unincorporated Willowbrook have more middle class blacks than the central city (west of Alameda St.) and unincorporated East Compton, the latter of which has a higher number of Hispanics and working-class blacks. Lower-income subsections on Compton Boulevard have many businesses owned by Latinos.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Compton has been referred to on numerous occasions in gang[image: External link] affiliation, gangsta rap and g-funk[image: External link] songs, especially in the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s, and so has attained an association not only with gang violence and crime, but with hip hop music as well. The city is known as the home of many famous rappers. (see list List of people from Compton, California#Arts and entertainment[image: External link]) Compton has evolved into a younger community; the median age of people living in Compton was 25 at the time of the last full census survey in 2010; the United States average at the time was 35.3.[49][50]

Compton is home to the Compton Cricket Club[image: External link], the only all American-born exhibition cricket team. Its founder, Ted Hayes, said, "The aim of playing cricket is to teach people how to respect themselves and respect authority so they stop killing each other."[51]
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 Historical landmarks




Angeles Abbey Cemetery contains examples of Byzantine[image: External link], Moorish[image: External link] and Spanish architectural styles. The cemetery was built in 1923 and survived the 1933 Long Beach earthquake[image: External link].[52]

Compton Airport opened on May 10, 1924.[43] Located on Alondra Boulevard, the airport offers flight training, has accommodations for more than 200 planes, and is home to several aviation clubs.[52]

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial: This Civic Center monument is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It is surrounded by the Civic Center, Compton Court House, Compton City Hall, and Compton Public Library.[52]

The Eagle Tree is a natural boundary marker of Rancho San Pedro[image: External link] dating to 1858. It contains a historic marker and plaque placed by the Daughters of the Golden West[image: External link] in 1947.[52][53]

The 'Heritage House' was built in 1869 and is a State Historic Landmark. The oldest house in Compton, it was restored as a tribute to early settlers. It is an important landmark of Compton's rich history. At the corner of Myrrh and Willowbrook near the Civic Center Plaza, the Heritage House is a rustic-looking home that will eventually have a museum detailing early life in Compton. For now it shows the stark difference between the simple life of the 19th century and the fast-paced urban environment of the 21st.[52]

Woodlawn Cemetery is the final resting place of 18 Civil War veterans. It has been a Los Angeles County Historic Landmark since 1946.[52]
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 City sites





	The Major League Baseball Academy[image: External link] is a youth baseball academy providing free baseball and softball instruction to Southern California youth.[43]


	
Tomorrow's Aeronautical Museum is a non-traditional compilation of a living interactive museum, after-school programs, gang intervention programs and flight school.
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 Government
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 Municipal government




After Lionel Cade[image: External link], an accountant, assumed the mayor's office in 1977, one of the first orders of business was to conduct an audit of the city's finances. It was discovered that the city was $2 million in debt. The administration was able to eliminate the huge deficit in one year by making cuts in every department. It also aggressively sought federal funding to help pay for essential services, which was at least partially effective. However, with the passage of the property tax cutting initiative Proposition 13[image: External link] by California voters, Compton was one of the cities hardest hit, since it had already eliminated most of the fat from its budget.[54]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Controversies




Civic corruption[image: External link] has also been a widespread problem in Compton.[55] In the early 1990s, United States Attorney Joey Chin conducted a series of investigations, centered on a phony waste-to-energy[image: External link] scheme, that ultimately ensnared a number of prominent elected officials.

In 2000, the Compton Police Department[image: External link] was disbanded amidst controversy and charges of corruption. The police department claims it was disbanded after investigations of gang activity led to then-Compton Mayor Omar Bradley[image: External link]. Once this became public, the mayor charged it was the police who were themselves corrupt, and he disbanded the police department. Omar Bradley has since faced serious corruption charges.[56] Regardless of the situation, an alternative form of law enforcement was sought. Compton's policing needs are currently served by the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department[image: External link].

Eric J. Perrodin[image: External link], the city's former mayor, was investigated in 2007 by the California State Bar for threatening to violate a local newspaper's First Amendment rights after the paper printed an investigative report relative to a contract granted to one of Perrodin's associates. Following the report, Perrodin threatened to yank the city's advertising contract with the paper[57] A Times review of city records shows Perrodin was absent from city board and commission meetings nearly two-thirds of the time between July 2009 and July 2010.[58]

Current recall efforts are a direct response from residents of the accusations of corruption of the city's mayor and council. Some of the accusations involve the issuing of city contracts to personal donors and friends. One particular accusation involved the trash and recycling contract of the city to Pacific Coast Waste and Recycling[image: External link] LLC in 2007,[59] whose leadership donated large amounts of money to Perrodin's political coffers.

Notices of intent to circulate recall petitions against four Compton city officials are expected to be filed in August 2010, by a group of citizens who claim corruption in Compton is being ignored by the same authorities who were shocked by the recent salary controversy in the city of Bell[image: External link].[60]

Compton has discharged its city manager for the second time in three years. The Los Angeles Times says the City Council voted in a closed meeting, September 9, 2010, to fire Charles Evans. The Times says council members refused to discuss the reasons for their decision. Evans took office in 2007, after the dismissal of previous City Manager Barbara Kilroy. City Controller Willie Norfleet will take over until a permanent manager can be named.[58]
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 State and federal representation




In the state legislature[image: External link], Compton is in the 35th Senate District[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Steven Bradford[image: External link], and in the 64th Assembly District[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Mike Gipson[image: External link].[61]

In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], Compton is in California's 44th congressional district[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Nanette Barragán[image: External link].[62]
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 Education




The city is served by Compton Unified School District[image: External link].[63] The district is a participant of the FOCUS program conducted by the University of California, Irvine[image: External link]. The goals of the program are to improve mathematics and science achievement by uniting the efforts of mathematics, science, education and research library faculty and staff with educators of the school district.[64]

The CUSD provides public education for grades K–12. The district operates 24 elementary schools, eight middle schools, three high schools, and one adult school, which also serves as an alternative school. The district maintains five alternative learning schools.[63]

The three high schools of the CUSD are Centennial High School[image: External link], Dominguez High School[image: External link], and Compton High School[image: External link].[63]

The city is also served by El Camino College[image: External link] Compton Education Center, which offers community college courses for those planning to enter a four-year degree program, as well as those seeking further education in specific trade fields.[63]

Reed Christian College is a non-profit private institution, located in Compton. The program lasts for less than one year, and total enrollment is approximately 120 students.

The Compton Library offers adult, children's and Spanish language materials; reference services; a Literacy Center and a Homework Center; public computers with Internet access and word processing capabilities; public typewriters; and a bilingual story time every Saturday at 12:00 noon.[63]

Occidental's Center for Food and Justice and its Compton Farm-to-School project were featured in a segment of Life and Times, a half-hour news program on public television's KCET in Los Angeles.[65]

Barack Obama Charter School is a kindergarten through sixth grade public charter school.[43]
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 Infrastructure




The Los Angeles County Department of Health Services[image: External link] operates the South Health Center in Watts[image: External link], Los Angeles, serving Compton.[66]

The United States Postal Service[image: External link] operates the Compton Post Office at 701 South Santa Fe Avenue[67] the Hub City Post Office at 101 South Willowbrook Avenue,[68] and the Fashion Square Post Office at 2100 North Long Beach Boulevard.[69]
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 Law enforcement




The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department[image: External link] operates the Compton Station in Compton.[70] When the LASD replaced the Compton Police Department in 2000,[45][58] they increased patrol service hours from 127,410 to 141,692. Compton Station is centrally located in the Los Angeles area. The station is easily accessible from the (105) Century freeway to the north, the (91) Riverside/Artesia freeway to the south, the (110) Harbor freeway to the west, and the (710) Long Beach freeway to the east. Diane Walker, a 30-year veteran of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, was promoted to the rank of Captain by Sheriff Lee Baca[image: External link], and is now Commander of Compton Station.[71] There is also a LASD substation located in the Gateway Towne Center.[39]
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 Transportation




Four freeways are in or near the city's boundaries and provide access to destinations throughout the region. Interstate 710[image: External link] runs through the eastern boundary, State Route 91[image: External link] runs through the southern boundary. Interstate 105[image: External link] runs slightly along the north of the city, and Interstate 110[image: External link] along to the west.

The Metro Blue Line[image: External link] light rail[image: External link] runs north–south through the city; Compton Station[image: External link] is in the heart of the city, adjacent to the Renaissance Shopping Center. The Blue Line connects Compton to downtown Los Angeles[image: External link] and downtown Long Beach.

There is also a Compton Renaissance Transit System[image: External link] that serves the local community.[43]

Compton/Woodley Airport[image: External link] is a small general aviation[image: External link] airport[image: External link] located in the city. The airport lies within busy airspace, as it is situated within a few miles of both Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] and Long Beach Airport[image: External link].

Greyhound Lines[image: External link] operates the Compton Station.

Collectively, these multifaceted transportation links lend justification to the city's familiar name of "the Hub City."[43][44]
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 Notable people





	List of people from Compton, California[image: External link]
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 Sister cities




On January 19, 2010, the Compton City Council passed a resolution creating a sister cities[image: External link] program[72] to be managed as a chapter of the Compton Chamber of Commerce. The city has established partnerships with three cities:


	
Onitsha[image: External link], Anambra[image: External link], Nigeria (2010)[43]


	
Apia[image: External link], Samoa (2010)[43]


	
Targovishte[image: External link], Bulgaria (2010)[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Alexandrov, Vladimir Oblast[image: External link], Russia (2015)[citation needed[image: External link]]




The city is also looking to add sister partnerships with Yanga[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link] and Port of Spain[image: External link], Trinidad & Tobago[image: External link].
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 See also





	List of people from Compton, California[image: External link]

	South Los Angeles[image: External link]
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Los Angeles






This article is about the U.S. city. For the county in California, see Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"L.A." and "City of Los Angeles" redirect here. For other uses, see L.A. (disambiguation)[image: External link] and City of Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Los Angeles ( i[image: External link]/las 'aendZels /[image: External link],[14] Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels"; Spanish pronunciation: [los ˈaŋxeles][image: External link]), officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a U.S. Census[image: External link]-estimated 2016 population of 3,976,322,[15] it is the second-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in the state[image: External link] of California. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2).[7] The city is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the country. Los Angeles is the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], and is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach[image: External link] combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA), the second most populous[image: External link] in the nation with a 2015 estimated population of 18.7 million.[16]

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[17] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels", Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also one of the most substantial economic engines within the nation, with a diverse economy in a broad range of professional and cultural fields. Los Angeles is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the world entertainment industry. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) also has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas.
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 History




Main article: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Los Angeles in the 1920s[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The Los Angeles coastal area was first settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native American tribes thousands of years ago. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place".[18][19]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] of the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[20] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[21]
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 Spanish period




In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[22] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English it is "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciúncula". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link].[23] Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[24] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[25] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[26]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Mexican period




New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[27]
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 American period




Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[28]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[29] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[30]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[31] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[32] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[33] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[34][35][36]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[37] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[38] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[39] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[40]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[41] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[42]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[43] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[44]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[45] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[46][47]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake[image: External link] shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[48] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[49]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[50]
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See also: Los Angeles Basin[image: External link]; San Fernando Valley[image: External link]; Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]; and Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cityscape




Main article: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[51] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[52] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[53]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].
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The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of which are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[54]

Los Angeles is often characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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 Landmarks




See also: List of sites of interest in the Los Angeles area[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]


Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link], Dolby Theatre[image: External link], Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link], Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[7] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[55][56] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[57] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].
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Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[58] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[59] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[60] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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 Geology




Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[61] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[62] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[63] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge[image: External link] events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[64]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid either Köppen's BSh or BSk (semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[65] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[65] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[66] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[67] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[68]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[69] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[70]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[66] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[66] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[66] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[66][71] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[66][72] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[66] on January 4, 1949.[66] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.





	Climate data for Los Angeles ( USC[image: External link], Downtown[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1877–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	112

(44)
	109

(43)
	106

(41)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	100

(38)
	92

(33)
	113

(45)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	83.3

(28.5)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.2

(32.9)
	89.7

(32.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	94.1

(34.5)
	95.3

(35.2)
	98.9

(37.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	88.0

(31.1)
	81.4

(27.4)
	102.7

(39.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	68.6

(20.3)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.7

(22.6)
	74.5

(23.6)
	78.1

(25.6)
	83.1

(28.4)
	84.4

(29.1)
	83.1

(28.4)
	78.5

(25.8)
	72.8

(22.7)
	67.7

(19.8)
	75.2

(24)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	58.9

(14.9)
	60.6

(15.9)
	63.1

(17.3)
	65.8

(18.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	74.3

(23.5)
	73.1

(22.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	62.4

(16.9)
	57.6

(14.2)
	65.4

(18.6)



	Average low °F (°C)
	47.8

(8.8)
	49.3

(9.6)
	51.0

(10.6)
	53.5

(11.9)
	57.1

(13.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	63.6

(17.6)
	64.1

(17.8)
	63.1

(17.3)
	58.7

(14.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	47.5

(8.6)
	55.7

(13.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.3

(5.2)
	42.9

(6.1)
	44.9

(7.2)
	48.4

(9.1)
	53.6

(12)
	57.2

(14)
	61.2

(16.2)
	61.8

(16.6)
	59.2

(15.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	45.0

(7.2)
	40.8

(4.9)
	39.1

(3.9)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	28

(−2)
	31

(−1)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	46

(8)
	49

(9)
	49

(9)
	44

(7)
	40

(4)
	34

(1)
	30

(−1)
	28

(−2)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.80

(96.5)
	2.43

(61.7)
	0.91

(23.1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.09

(2.3)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.66

(16.8)
	1.04

(26.4)
	2.33

(59.2)
	14.93

(379.2)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.1
	6.4
	5.5
	3.2
	1.3
	0.6
	0.3
	0.3
	1.0
	2.5
	3.3
	5.2
	35.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	225.3
	222.5
	267.0
	303.5
	276.2
	275.8
	364.1
	349.5
	278.5
	255.1
	217.3
	219.4
	3,254.2



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	71
	72
	72
	78
	64
	64
	83
	84
	75
	73
	70
	71
	73



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1977)[73][74][75]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (LAX), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1944–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	91

(33)
	92

(33)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	103

(39)
	93

(34)
	98

(37)
	106

(41)
	101

(38)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	81.2

(27.3)
	81.0

(27.2)
	79.6

(26.4)
	83.4

(28.6)
	79.9

(26.6)
	80.0

(26.7)
	83.6

(28.7)
	85.7

(29.8)
	90.1

(32.3)
	89.9

(32.2)
	85.5

(29.7)
	78.9

(26.1)
	94.7

(34.8)



	Average high °F (°C)
	64.6

(18.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	64.4

(18)
	66.4

(19.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	70.6

(21.4)
	73.8

(23.2)
	74.9

(23.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	72.5

(22.5)
	68.9

(20.5)
	64.6

(18.1)
	69.0

(20.6)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	56.7

(13.7)
	57.1

(13.9)
	58.0

(14.4)
	60.1

(15.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	65.5

(18.6)
	68.8

(20.4)
	69.6

(20.9)
	68.9

(20.5)
	65.9

(18.8)
	61.1

(16.2)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	48.8

(9.3)
	50.0

(10)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.8

(12.1)
	57.3

(14.1)
	60.5

(15.8)
	63.7

(17.6)
	64.3

(17.9)
	63.2

(17.3)
	59.3

(15.2)
	53.2

(11.8)
	48.7

(9.3)
	56.2

(13.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.1

(5.1)
	42.5

(5.8)
	44.6

(7)
	47.5

(8.6)
	52.5

(11.4)
	56.2

(13.4)
	59.8

(15.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	58.4

(14.7)
	52.7

(11.5)
	45.3

(7.4)
	40.9

(4.9)
	38.8

(3.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	27

(−3)
	34

(1)
	35

(2)
	42

(6)
	45

(7)
	48

(9)
	52

(11)
	51

(11)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	38

(3)
	32

(0)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	2.71

(68.8)
	3.25

(82.6)
	1.85

(47)
	0.70

(17.8)
	0.22

(5.6)
	0.08

(2)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.21

(5.3)
	0.56

(14.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	2.05

(52.1)
	12.82

(325.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	2.8
	1.2
	0.6
	0.5
	0.3
	1.0
	2.3
	3.4
	5.2
	35.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.4
	67.9
	70.5
	71.0
	74.0
	75.9
	76.6
	76.6
	74.2
	70.5
	65.5
	62.9
	70.8



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1961–1990)[73][76][77]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (Canoga Park[image: External link], in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	93

(34)
	94

(34)
	101

(38)
	105

(41)
	113

(45)
	113

(45)
	115

(46)
	116

(47)
	115

(46)
	110

(43)
	99

(37)
	96

(36)
	116

(47)



	Average high °F (°C)
	67.9

(19.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	72.0

(22.2)
	77.7

(25.4)
	81.3

(27.4)
	88.8

(31.6)
	95.0

(35)
	96.0

(35.6)
	91.7

(33.2)
	84.4

(29.1)
	74.7

(23.7)
	68.8

(20.4)
	80.7

(27.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.7

(12.1)
	55.4

(13)
	57.2

(14)
	61.3

(16.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	76.8

(24.9)
	73.5

(23.1)
	66.8

(19.3)
	58.2

(14.6)
	53.6

(12)
	64.1

(17.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.5

(4.2)
	40.9

(4.9)
	42.3

(5.7)
	44.8

(7.1)
	49.1

(9.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	56.9

(13.8)
	57.6

(14.2)
	55.2

(12.9)
	49.2

(9.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	38.3

(3.5)
	47.4

(8.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	18

(−8)
	26

(−3)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	42

(6)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	27

(−3)
	23

(−5)
	20

(−7)
	18

(−8)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.83

(97.3)
	4.40

(111.8)
	3.60

(91.4)
	0.88

(22.4)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.62

(15.7)
	1.29

(32.8)
	2.38

(60.5)
	17.79

(452)



	Average rainy days
	6.2
	5.9
	6.1
	3.0
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0.7
	1.3
	2.0
	3.2
	4.4
	34.6



	Source: NOAA[66]
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 Environmental issues




Further information: Pollution in California § Los Angeles air pollution[image: External link]


A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[18][19] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[78][79] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[80]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[81] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric[image: External link] and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[82] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[83] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[84] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[85] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[86]

Climate change[image: External link] has already affected Los Angeles with a 4 degree average temperature rise from 1878 to 2005 with a UCLA[image: External link] study predicting that coastal areas will rise 3 to 4 degrees in temperature and urban areas 4 to 4.5 degrees.[87] In 2014, the fire season never finished in Southern California and studies have predicted that climate change will cause more frequent and larger fires by the end of the century.[87] Climate change is also expected to affect sea levels which are expected to rise 5 to 24 inches from 2000 to 2050 leading to higher storm surge and waves, which could result in more extensive flooding that could threaten critical coastal infrastructure.[87]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[88]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	1,610
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,385
	
	172.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	5,728
	
	30.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,183
	
	95.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	50,395
	
	350.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	102,479
	
	103.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	319,198
	
	211.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	576,673
	
	80.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,238,048
	
	114.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,504,277
	
	21.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,970,358
	
	31.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,479,015
	
	25.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,811,801
	
	13.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,968,528
	
	5.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,485,398
	
	17.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,694,820
	
	6.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,792,621
	
	2.6%



	Est. 2016
	3,976,322
	[89]
	4.8%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[90]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][91] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[92] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[92] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[92]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[92]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[92]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[92]
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 Race and ethnicity






	Racial composition
	2010[92]
	1990[93]
	1970[93]
	1940[93]



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	28.7%
	37.3%
	61.1%[94]
	86.3%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	9.6%
	14.0%
	17.9%
	4.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	48.5%
	39.9%
	17.1%[94]
	7.1%[95]



	Asian[image: External link]
	11.3%
	9.8%
	3.6%
	2.2%




According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans[image: External link] (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[92] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%). Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[96] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link] and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[92] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[93] The majority of the Non-Hispanic white population is living in areas along the Pacific coast as well as in neighboorhoods near and on the Santa Monica Mountains from the Pacific Palisades[image: External link] to Los Feliz[image: External link].

Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Hispanics at 31.9% of Los Angeles' population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Hispanic population has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community and is spread well-nigh throughout the entire city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area. It is most heavily concentrated in regions around Downtown as East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Westlake[image: External link]. Furthermore, a vast majority of residents in neighborhoods in eastern South Los Angeles[image: External link] towards Downey[image: External link] are of Hispanic origin.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles' population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles' population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles' population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large population of Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

See also: African-American neighborhoods in Los Angeles[image: External link]


African Americans[image: External link] have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[97] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, as Mid-City[image: External link] and Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] have a moderate concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[93]
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 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[98][99] The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[100] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[101] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011 the once common but ultimately lapsed custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honour of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781 was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[102] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[103] Many of Los Angeles' Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[104] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[105] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[106]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1927 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood neighborhood[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[107]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].

Because of Los Angeles' large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Islam[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist[image: External link] congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. Atheism[image: External link] and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].
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 Economy




Further information: Los Angeles County, California § Economy[image: External link]


See also: Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce[image: External link]


The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation.

Three of the six major film studios—Paramount Pictures[image: External link], 20th Century Fox[image: External link], and Universal Pictures[image: External link]—are located within the city limits.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[108] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[108]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[109] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[110] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[111]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[112] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[113]
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 Fortune 500




The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[114]



	Top publicly traded companies

in Los Angeles for 2014

(ranked by revenues)

with City and U.S. ranks



	L.A.
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	1
	
	Occidental Petroleum[image: External link] Corporation
	
	116



	2
	
	Health Net, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	254



	3
	
	Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co.[image: External link]
	
	299



	4
	
	AECOM Technology Corporation[image: External link]
	
	332



	5
	
	Oaktree Capital Group, LLC[image: External link]
	
	354



	6
	
	CBRE Group, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	363



	Source: Fortune 500[115]
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 Culture




Main article: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[116] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[117]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards[image: External link] and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[118]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles' cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[117] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[119] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].
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 Museums and galleries




See also: Los Angeles City Museums[image: External link]


There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[120] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[120] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[121]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[122]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[123]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports




See also: Sports in Los Angeles[image: External link] and History of the National Football League in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of ten top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2020 season.[124][125][126] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced that they will become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and will play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next three seasons.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and is currently bidding for 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link], with Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] as the host stadium. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][127] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[128]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in nearby Pasadena.
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 Government




Main article: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Government of Los Angeles County[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[129] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[130] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[131] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[132]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of criminal gangs in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[133][134] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[135][136] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[137] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[138] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[139]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][140] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[140]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[141] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[142]
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 Education
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 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.
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 Schools and libraries




See also: Los Angeles County, California § Colleges and universities[image: External link]; and List of high schools in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]


Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[143] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools[image: External link] help compete with local private schools.

Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[144] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: List of television shows set in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[145]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], and NBC[image: External link], all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Chennel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9) and KTLA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 5), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link], Variety[image: External link] (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[146]
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Main article: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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Main article: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[147] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[148] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles's mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[149]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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Main article: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[150] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[150] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[151]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[152] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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Main article: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT,  ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR,  ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Bob Hope Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Burbank Airport; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA,  ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY,  ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[153]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Seaports




The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[154][155] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[156] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles' World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[157]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles' coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.
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Main article: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[158] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[159][160]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[161]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[162]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[163]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[164]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[165]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[166]


	London, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Łódź, Poland[image: External link]

	Manchester, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link][167]
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Gangsta Rap






"G Rap" redirects here. For the rapper, see Kool G Rap[image: External link].

For the Ice-T album, see Gangsta Rap (album)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Gangsta (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Gangsta rap or gangster rap is a subgenre[image: External link] of hip hop music with themes and lyrics that generally emphasize the " gangsta[image: External link]" lifestyle. The genre evolved from hardcore hip hop[image: External link] into a distinct form, pioneered in the mid-1980s by rappers such as Schoolly D and Ice-T, and was popularized in the later part of the 1980s by groups like N.W.A.[1] After the national attention that Ice-T and N.W.A attracted in the late 1980s and early 1990s, gangsta rap became the most commercially lucrative subgenre of hip hop. Many (if not most) gangsta rap artists openly boast of their associations with various active street gangs as part of their artistic image, with the Bloods[image: External link] and Crips[image: External link] being the most commonly represented. Gangsta rap is closely related to other indigenous gang and crime-oriented forms of music, such as the narcocorrido[image: External link] genre of northern Mexico.[2]

The subject matter inherent in gangsta rap has caused a great deal of controversy. Criticism has come from both left wing and right wing commentators, as well as religious leaders[image: External link], who have accused the genre of promoting crime[image: External link], serial killing[image: External link], murder[image: External link], violence[image: External link], profanity[image: External link], sex addiction[image: External link], homophobia[image: External link], racism[image: External link], promiscuity[image: External link], misogyny[image: External link], rape[image: External link], street gangs[image: External link], disorderly conduct[image: External link], drive-by shootings[image: External link], vandalism[image: External link], thievery[image: External link], driving under the influence[image: External link], drug dealing, alcohol abuse[image: External link], substance abuse[image: External link], disregarding law enforcement[image: External link], materialism[image: External link], and narcissism[image: External link]. The White House[image: External link] administrations of both George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton[image: External link] criticized the genre.[3] "Many black rappers—including Ice-T and Sister Souljah[image: External link]—contend that they are being unfairly singled out because their music reflects deep changes in society not being addressed anywhere else in the public forum. The white politicians, the artists complain, neither understand the music nor desire to hear what's going on in the devastated communities that gave birth to the art form," wrote journalist Chuck Philips[image: External link] in a review of the battle between "the Establishment" and defenders of rap music.[3] "The reason why rap is under attack is because it exposes all the contradictions of American culture ...What started out as an underground art form has become a vehicle to expose a lot of critical issues that are not usually discussed in American politics. The problem here is that the White House and wanna-bes like Bill Clinton represent a political system that never intends to deal with inner city urban chaos," Sister Souljah told Philips.[3]

On the other hand, some commentators (for example, Spike Lee[image: External link] in his satirical film Bamboozled[image: External link]) have criticized gangsta rap as analogous to black minstrel shows[image: External link] and blackface[image: External link] performance, in which performers – both black and white – were made to look African American, and acted in a stereotypical uncultured and ignorant manner for entertainment. Gangsta rappers often defend themselves by arguing they are describing the reality of inner-city life, and that they are only adopting a character which behaves in ways they do not necessarily endorse. Gangsta rappers are also famous (or infamous) for appearing more hardcore compared to early concepts and themes of hip-hop artists, and are known for saying things that are often considered taboo[image: External link]; for instance, the gangsta rap group N.W.A produced the famous Fuck tha Police protest song about police brutality[image: External link] and racial profiling[image: External link].

In high-crime areas, putting on these made up personas is life-threatening, but the fact that gangsta rappers told the stories of others is often seen as having earned them respect for raising awareness of the severity of inner-city crime. Many gangsta rappers argue that in the world of their genre exists the emotions and perspectives of a people whose suffering is too often overlooked and belittled by society. Gangsta rap, some argue, was an effect of the various wrongdoings perpetrated against African-Americans in underprivileged neighborhoods. The various riots sparked by the Rodney King[image: External link] beating and the acquittal of the police officers responsible for the beating sparked anger and outrage in an area that was already on the bubble. Gangsta rap acted as an outlet so such people could express themselves angrily and not in fear that they were going to be silenced for telling the truth. They often used gangsta rap to tell the stories of their lives, which sometimes included strong violence, hypersexuality, and drug abuse.[4]
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The 1973 album Hustler's Convention by Lightnin' Rod and Jaren Clark featured lyrics that deal with street life, including pimping[image: External link] and the hustling of drugs. The Last Poets[image: External link] member Jalal Mansur Nuriddin[image: External link] delivers rhyming vocals in the urban slang of his time, and together with the other Last Poets members, was quite influential on later hip hop groups, such as Public Enemy. Many rappers, such as Ice-T and Mac Dre[image: External link], have credited pimp and writer Iceberg Slim[image: External link] with influencing their rhymes.

Rudy Ray Moore[image: External link]'s stand-up comedy and films based on his Dolemite[image: External link] hustler-pimp alter ego also influenced gangsta rap and are still a popular source for samples. Finally, blaxploitation[image: External link] films of the 1970s, with their vivid depictions of black underworld figures, were a major inspiration as well. For example, the opening skit on Snoop Dogg's Doggystyle[image: External link] is a homage to the famous bathtub scene in the 1972 film Super Fly[image: External link], while the rapper Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] took his alias "Biggie Smalls" from a character in the 1975 film Let's Do It Again[image: External link].
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Tracy "Ice-T" Morrow, was born in Newark, New Jersey[image: External link], in 1958. As a teenager, he moved to Los Angeles where he rose to prominence in the West Coast hip hop scene. In 1986, Ice-T released "6 in the Mornin'[image: External link]", which is often regarded as among the first gangsta rap songs. Ice-T had been MCing since the early '80s, but first turned to gangsta rap themes after being influenced by Philadelphia[image: External link] rapper Schoolly D and his 1985 album Schoolly D[image: External link], often considered to be the originator of gangsta rap. In an interview with PROPS magazine, Ice-T said:


	Here's the exact chronological order of what really went down: The first record that came out along those lines was Schoolly D's " P.S.K.[image: External link]" Then the syncopation of that rap was used by me when I made "6 in the Mornin'". The vocal delivery was the same: '...P.S.K. is makin' that green', '...six in the morning, police at my door'. When I heard that record I was like "Oh @#!*% !" and call it a bite or what you will but I dug that record. My record didn't sound like P.S.K., but I liked the way he was flowing with it. P.S.K. was talking about Park Side Killers but it was very vague. That was the only difference, when Schoolly did it, it was "...one by one, I'm knockin' em out." All he did was represent a gang on his record. I took that and wrote a record about guns, beating people down, and all that with "6 in the Mornin'". At the same time my single came out, Boogie Down Productions[image: External link] hit with Criminal Minded[image: External link], which was a gangster-based album. It wasn't about messages or "You Must Learn", it was about gangsterism.[5]




In 2011, Ice-T repeated in his autobiography that Schoolly D was his inspiration for gangsta rap.[6] Ice-T continued to release gangsta albums for the remainder of the 1980s: Rhyme Pays[image: External link] in 1987, Power[image: External link] in 1988, and The Iceberg/Freedom of Speech...Just Watch What You Say[image: External link] in 1989. Ice-T's lyrics also contained strong political commentary, and often played the line between glorifying the gangsta lifestyle and criticizing it as a no-win situation[image: External link].

Schoolly D's debut album, Schoolly D, and especially the song "P.S.K. What Does It Mean?[image: External link]", would heavily influence not only Ice-T, but also Eazy-E and N.W.A (most notably in the song "Boyz-n-the-Hood") as well as the Beastie Boys[image: External link] on their seminal hardcore hip hop-influenced album Licensed to Ill[image: External link] (1986).[7]
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 Boogie Down Productions & N.W.A




Boogie Down Productions[image: External link] released their first single, "Say No Brother (Crack Attack Don't Do It)", in 1986. It was followed by "South-Bronx/P is Free" and "9mm Goes Bang" in the same year. The latter is the most gangsta-themed song of the three; in it, KRS-One[image: External link] boasts about shooting a crack dealer and his posse to death (in self-defense).[8] The album Criminal Minded[image: External link] followed in 1987, and was the first rap album to have fire arms on its cover. Shortly after the release of this album, BDP's DJ, Scott LaRock[image: External link] was shot and killed. After this, BDP's subsequent records were more focused with the inadequate rationale removed.

The first blockbuster gangsta rap album was N.W.A's Straight Outta Compton, released in 1988. Straight Outta Compton would establish West Coast hip hop as a vital genre, and establish Los Angeles as a legitimate rival to hip hop's long-time capital, New York City. Straight Outta Compton sparked the first major controversy regarding hip hop lyrics when their song "Fuck tha Police" earned a letter from FBI[image: External link] Assistant Director, Milt Ahlerich, strongly expressing law enforcement[image: External link]'s resentment of the song.[9][10] Due to the influence of Ice T and N.W.A, gangsta rap is often credited as being an originally West Coast[image: External link] phenomenon, despite the contributions of East Coast acts like Boogie Down Productions in shaping the genre.

In the early 1990s, former N.W.A member Ice Cube would further influence gangsta rap with his hardcore, socio-political solo albums, which suggested the potential of gangsta rap as a political medium to give voice to inner-city youth. N.W.A's second album, Efil4zaggin[image: External link] (1991) (released after Ice Cube's departure from the group), broke ground as the first gangsta rap album to reach #1 on the Billboard pop charts.
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 Others




Aside from N.W.A and Ice T, Too Short[image: External link] (from Oakland, California[image: External link]), Kid Frost[image: External link], and the South Gate[image: External link]-based Latino group Cypress Hill[image: External link] were pioneering West Coast rappers. Above the Law[image: External link] also played an important role in the gangsta rap movement, as their 1990 debut album Livin' Like Hustlers[image: External link], as well as their guest appearance on N.W.A's 1991 Efil4zaggin[image: External link], foreshadowing the dominance of the genre in 1990s starting with Dr. Dre's The Chronic.

The Beastie Boys[image: External link] were one of the first groups to identify themselves as " gangsters[image: External link]", and one of the first popular rap groups to talk about violence and drug and alcohol use, though largely in a more humorous manner. They had started out as a hardcore punk[image: External link] band, but after introduction to producer Rick Rubin[image: External link] and the exit of Kate Schellenbach[image: External link] they became a rap group.[11] According to Rolling Stone[image: External link] Magazine, their 1986 album Licensed to Ill[image: External link] is "filled with enough references to guns, drugs, and empty sex (including the pornographic deployment of a Wiffleball[image: External link] bat in "Paul Revere[image: External link]") to qualify as a gangsta-rap cornerstone."[12]

The Beasties' 1989 album Paul's Boutique[image: External link] included the similarly themed tracks "Car Thief," "Looking Down the Barrel of a Gun," and "High-Plains Drifter." In 1986, the Los Angeles-based group C.I.A.[image: External link] rapped over Beastie Boy tracks for songs such as "My Posse" and "Ill-Legal", and the Beastie Boys' influence can be seen significantly in N.W.A's early albums.[13]

The New York rap group Run DMC[image: External link] is often credited with popularizing hardcore and confrontational attitudes and lyrics in hip hop culture, and were one of the first rap groups to dress in flashy, gang-like street clothing. Their stripped-down, rock-inspired beats were also important in establishing the early gangsta rap production style. The seminal Long Island-based group Public Enemy featured aggressive, politically charged lyrics, which had an especially strong influence on gangsta rappers such as Ice Cube. East Coast hardcore rappers like Rakim[image: External link], Kool G Rap[image: External link], Big Daddy Kane[image: External link], Slick Rick[image: External link], LL Cool J[image: External link], and EPMD[image: External link] also reflected the trend in hip-hop music in the late 1980s towards hard-hitting, angry, aggressive, and politically conscious lyrics, revolving around crime, violence, poverty, war and gunplay.

The Houston[image: External link]-based group known as the Geto Boys[image: External link] came out around the late 1980s and made songs containing both gangsta themes of crime and violence and sociopolitical commentary. The group notably released proto-mafioso rap[image: External link] music with the song "Scarface", a track centered on selling cocaine and killing rival gang members. The Geto Boys are also known for being the first rap group to sample from the movie Scarface[image: External link], a film which became the basis for various mafioso rap samples in the 1990s. Furthermore, the Geto Boys, along with Jam Master J[image: External link]'s and Erick Sermon[image: External link]'s group Flatlinerz[image: External link] and Prince Paul[image: External link]'s and RZA[image: External link]'s group Gravediggaz[image: External link], are often cited as pioneers of " horrorcore[image: External link]" rap, a transgressive[image: External link] and abrasive subgenre of hardcore rap or gangsta rap which focuses on common horror[image: External link] themes, such as the supernatural[image: External link] and the occult[image: External link], often with gothic[image: External link] or macabre[image: External link] lyrics, satanic[image: External link] imagery, and slasher film[image: External link] or splatter film[image: External link]-like violence.
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 1990 – present
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 Ice-T




Ice-T released one of the seminal albums of the genre, OG: Original Gangster[image: External link] in 1991. It also contained a song by his new thrash metal[image: External link] group Body Count[image: External link], who released a self titled album[image: External link] in 1992. Particular controversy surrounded one of its songs "Cop Killer[image: External link]". The rock song was intended to speak from the viewpoint of a police target seeking revenge on racist, brutal cops. Ice-T's rock song infuriated government officials, the National Rifle Association[image: External link] and various police advocacy groups.[14] Consequently, Time Warner Music refused to release Ice-T's upcoming album Home Invasion and dropped Ice-T from the label. Ice-T suggested that the furor over the song was an overreaction, telling journalist Chuck Philips[image: External link] "...they've done movies about nurse killers and teacher killers and student killers. Arnold Schwarzenegger blew away dozens of cops as the Terminator. But I don't hear anybody complaining about that." In the same interview, Ice-T suggested to Philips that the misunderstanding of Cop Killer, the misclassification of it as a rap song (not a rock song), and the attempts to censor it had racial overtones: "The Supreme Court says it's OK for a white man to burn a cross in public. But nobody wants a black man to write a record about a cop killer."[14]

Ice-T's next album, Home Invasion[image: External link] was postponed as a result of the controversy, and was finally released in 1993. While it contained gangsta elements, it was his most political[image: External link] album to date. After a proposed censoring of the Home Invasion[image: External link] album cover art, he left Warner Bros. Records[image: External link]. Ice-T's subsequent releases went back to straight gangsta-ism, but were never as popular as his earlier releases. He had alienated his core audience with his involvement in metal, his emphasis on politics and with his uptempo Bomb-Squad style beats during a time when G-funk[image: External link] was popular. He published a book "The Ice Opinion: Who Gives a @#!*% ?" in 1994.
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 G-funk and Death Row Records




Main article: G-Funk[image: External link]


In 1992, former N.W.A member Dr. Dre released The Chronic, a massive seller (eventually going triple platinum) which showed that explicit gangsta rap could hold mass commercial appeal just like more pop-oriented rappers such as MC Hammer[image: External link], The Fresh Prince[image: External link], and Tone Lōc[image: External link]. The album established the dominance of West Coast gangsta rap and Dre's new post-N.W.A label, Death Row Records (owned by Marion "Suge" Knight[image: External link]), as Dre's album showcased a stable of promising new Death Row rappers. The album also began the subgenre of G-funk, a slow, drawled form of hip hop that dominated the rap charts for some time.

Extensively sampling P-Funk[image: External link] bands, especially Parliament[image: External link] and Funkadelic[image: External link], G-funk was multi-layered, yet simple and easy to dance to. The simple message of its lyrics, that life's problems could be overcome by guns, alcohol, and marijuana, endeared it to a teenage audience. The single "Nuthin' but a "G" Thang[image: External link]" became a crossover hit, with its humorous, House Party[image: External link]-influenced video becoming an MTV staple despite that network's historic orientation towards rock music.

Another success was Ice Cube's Predator[image: External link] album, released at about the same time as The Chronic in 1992. It sold over 5 million copies and was #1 in the charts, propelled by the hit single "It Was a Good Day[image: External link]", despite the fact that Ice Cube was not a Death Row artist. One of the genre's biggest crossover stars was Dre's protégé Snoop Doggy Dogg ( Doggystyle[image: External link]), whose exuberant, party-oriented themes made songs such as "Gin and Juice[image: External link]" club anthems and top hits nationwide. In 1996, 2Pac[image: External link] signed with Death Row and released the multi-platinum double album All Eyez on Me[image: External link]. Not long afterward, his shocking murder brought gangsta rap into the national headlines and propelled his posthumous The Don Killuminati: The 7 Day Theory[image: External link] album (released under the alias "Makaveli") (which eerily featured an image of 2Pac being crucified on the front cover) to the top of the charts. Warren G[image: External link] was another G-funk musician along with the now deceased Nate Dogg[image: External link]. Other successful G-Funk influenced artists included Spice 1[image: External link], MC Eiht[image: External link] and MC Ren, all of them reaching decent positions on the Billboard 100, in spite of not being associated with Death Row.
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 Mafioso rap




Mafioso rap is a hardcore hip hop[image: External link] subgenre founded by Kool G Rap[image: External link] in the late 1980s.[15] It is the pseudo- Mafia[image: External link] extension of East Coast hardcore rap, and is considered[by whom?[image: External link]] the counterpart of West Coast G-Funk[image: External link] rap. Mafioso rap is characterized by references to famous mobsters[image: External link] and mafiosi[image: External link], racketeering[image: External link], and organized crime[image: External link] in general (but especially the Italian-American Mafia[image: External link], the Sicilian Mafia[image: External link], African-American organized crime[image: External link], and Latin American[image: External link] organized crime or drug cartels[image: External link]). Though some mafioso rap was more gritty and street-oriented, many other mafioso rap artists frequently focused on lavish, self-indulgent, materialistic[image: External link], and luxurious subject matter, such as expensive drugs, cars, and expensive champagne[image: External link]. Though the genre died down for several years, it re-emerged in 1995 when Wu-Tang Clan[image: External link] member Raekwon[image: External link] released his critically acclaimed solo album, Only Built 4 Cuban Linx...[image: External link]. 1995 also saw the release of Doe or Die[image: External link] by Nas[image: External link]' protégé AZ[image: External link] and the release of the album 4,5,6[image: External link] by subgenre originator Kool G Rap[image: External link]. This album featured other mafioso rap artists MF Grimm[image: External link], Nas[image: External link] and B-1. These three albums brought the genre to mainstream recognition, and inspired other East Coast artists, such as Jay-Z[image: External link], Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] and Nas[image: External link], to adopt the same themes as well with their albums Reasonable Doubt[image: External link], Life After Death[image: External link] and It Was Written[image: External link] (respectively). Though Mafioso rap declined in the mainstream by the late 1990s, it saw somewhat of a revival in the mid 2000s[citation needed[image: External link]] with Ghostface Killah[image: External link]'s Fishscale[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link]'s American Gangster[image: External link], and Raekwon[image: External link]'s Only Built 4 Cuban Linx... Pt. II[image: External link]. Similarly, in recent years,[ when?[image: External link]] many rappers, such as T.I.[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], Fabolous[image: External link], Jadakiss[image: External link], Jim Jones[image: External link], and Cassidy[image: External link] have maintained popularity with lyrics about self-centered urban criminal lifestyles or "hustling". Lil' Kim[image: External link]'s mafioso album La Bella Mafia[image: External link], released in 2003, was a commercial success, receiving platinum certification.[16]
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 East Coast hardcore hip hop and the East Coast–West Coast feud




Meanwhile, rappers from New York City, such as Wu-Tang Clan[image: External link], Papoose[image: External link], Remy Ma[image: External link], Onyx[image: External link], Big L[image: External link], Mobb Deep[image: External link], Nas[image: External link], The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link], Lil' Kim[image: External link], and The L.O.X[image: External link], among others, pioneered a grittier sound known as East Coast hardcore hip hop[image: External link]. In 1994, both Nas[image: External link] and The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] released their debut albums Illmatic[image: External link] and Ready to Die[image: External link] respectively, which paved the way for New York City to take back dominance from the West Coast. In an interview for The Independent[image: External link] in 1994, the Wu-Tang Clan's GZA[image: External link] commented on the term "gangsta rap" and its association with his group's music and hip hop at the time:


Our music is not 'gangsta rap'. There's no such thing. The label was created by the media to limit what we can say. We just deliver the truth in a brutal fashion. The young black male is a target. Snoop (Doggy Dogg) has gone four times platinum and makes more money than the president. They don't like that, so you hear 'ban this, ban that'. We attack people's emotions. It's a real live show that brings out the inside in people. Like I said, intense.[17]

— GZA



It is widely speculated that the ensuing "East Coast/West Coast" battle between Death Row Records and Bad Boy Records[image: External link] resulted in the deaths of Death Row Records' 2Pac[image: External link] and Bad Boy Records[image: External link]' The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] Even before the murders, Death Row had begun to unravel, as co-founder Dr. Dre had left earlier in 1996; in the aftermath of 2Pac[image: External link]'s death, label owner Suge Knight was sentenced to prison for a parole violation, and Death Row proceeded to sink quickly as most of its remaining artists, including Snoop Dogg, left. Dr. Dre, at the MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], claimed that "gangsta rap was dead". While Puff Daddy's Bad Boy Entertainment fared better than its West Coast rival, it eventually began to lose popularity and support by the end of the decade, due to its pursuit of a more mainstream sound, as well as challenges from Atlanta[image: External link] and New Orleans-based labels, especially, Master P[image: External link]'s No Limit[image: External link] stable of popular rappers.
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 Southern and Midwestern gangsta rap




After the deaths of Tupac Shakur and Biggie Smalls[image: External link] and the media attention the murders generated,[18] gangsta rap became an even greater commercial force. However, most of the industry's major labels were in turmoil, bankrupt, or creatively stagnant, and new labels representing the rap scenes in new locations sprang up.

Master P's No Limit Records label, based out of New Orleans, became quite popular in the late 1990s, though critical success was very scarce, with the exceptions of some later additions like Mystikal[image: External link] (Ghetto Fabulous[image: External link], 1998). No Limit had begun its rise to national popularity with Master P's The Ghetto Is Trying to Kill Me![image: External link] ( 1994[image: External link]), and had major hits with Silkk the Shocker[image: External link] (Charge It 2 Da Game[image: External link], 1998) and C-Murder[image: External link] (Life or Death[image: External link], 1998). Cash Money Records[image: External link], also based out of New Orleans, had enormous commercial success beginning in the late 1990s with a similar musical style but utilized a quality-over-quantity business approach unlike No Limit.

Memphis[image: External link] collective Hypnotize Minds[image: External link], led by Three 6 Mafia[image: External link] and Project Pat[image: External link], have taken gangsta rap to some of its darker extremes. Led by in-house producers DJ Paul[image: External link] and Juicy J[image: External link], the label became known for its pulsating, menacing beats and uncompromisingly thuggish lyrics. However, in the mid-2000s, the group began attaining more mainstream popularity, eventually culminating in the Three 6 Mafia[image: External link] winning an Academy Award[image: External link] for the song "It's Hard Out Here for a Pimp[image: External link]" from Hustle and Flow[image: External link].

Midwest gangsta rap originated in the mid-1990s and rose to major prominence in the 2000s. However, in the 2010s a new form of gangsta rap known as drill[image: External link] emerged from the Midwest. Drill gained popularity by rappers such as Lil Durk[image: External link], Chief Keef[image: External link], Lil Reese[image: External link], and Lil Herb[image: External link]. Midwest Hip Hop[image: External link] was originally distinctive for its faster-paced flow. This is evident in the styles of the earliest Midwestern rappers to release albums, Chicago's Twista[image: External link] and Cleveland's Bone Thugs-n-Harmony. Bone Thugs, known for their fast, harmonizing vocals coupled with an ultra-quick rap delivery, would achieve major success with their critically acclaimed 1995 album E 1999 Eternal[image: External link], which featured a major hit in the Grammy-winning "Tha Crossroads[image: External link]".

Houston[image: External link] first came on to the national scene in the late 1980s with the violent and disturbing stories told by the Geto Boys[image: External link], with member Scarface[image: External link] achieving major solo success in the mid-90s.

The Chopped and Screwed[image: External link] genre was developed in Houston[image: External link], Texas which remains the location most associated with the style. The late DJ Screw[image: External link], a South Houston DJ, is credited with the creation of and early experimentation with the genre.[19] DJ Screw began making mixtapes of the slowed-down music in the early 1990s and began the Screwed Up Click[image: External link]. This provided a significant outlet for MCs in the South-Houston area, and helped local rappers such as Big Moe[image: External link], Lil' Flip[image: External link], E.S.G.[image: External link], UGK[image: External link], Lil' Keke[image: External link], South Park Mexican[image: External link], Spice 1[image: External link] and Z-Ro[image: External link] gain regional and sometimes national prominence.
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 Narco-rap




Narco-rap is a music scene, similar to the early underground gangsta-rap[image: External link] scene, that emerged in northeastern Mexico and southern Texas[image: External link]. Its lyrical content, popular among Latino youth, is violent and focuses on the power of drug cartels and the gruesomeness of the drug war[image: External link] in the border region. Narco-rap emerged in the urban area of Tamaulipas, a turf currently under armed dispute between the Zetas[image: External link] and the Gulf Cartel[image: External link]. Narco-rappers sing about the life of mobsters and the reality of the cities under the cartel's rule. Some of the key players of the genre are Cano y Blunt[image: External link], DemenT and Big Los.[20][21][22][23][24][25][26]
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 Mainstream rap




Before the late 1990s, gangsta rap, while a huge-selling genre, had been regarded as well outside of the pop mainstream, committed to representing the experience of the inner-city and not "selling out" to the pop charts. However, the rise of Bad Boy Records, propelled by the massive crossover success of Bad Boy head Sean "Puffy" Combs[image: External link]'s 1997 ensemble album, No Way Out[image: External link], on the heels of the media attention generated by the murders of 2Pac and The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link], signaled a major stylistic change in gangsta rap (or as it is referred to on the East Coast, hardcore rap), as it morphed into a new subgenre of hip hop which would become even more commercially successful and popularly accepted.

The earlier, somewhat controversial crossover success enjoyed by popular gangsta rap songs like "Gin and Juice[image: External link]" gave way to gangsta rap's becoming a widely accepted staple on the pop charts in the late 1990s. For example, between the release of The Notorious B.I.G.'s debut album Ready to Die[image: External link] in 1994 and his follow-up, the posthumous Life After Death[image: External link] in 1997, his sound changed from a darker, tense production, with lyrics projecting desperation and paranoia, to a cleaner, more laid-back sound, fashioned for popular consumption (though the references to guns, drug dealing and life as a thug on the street remained).

R&B[image: External link]-styled hooks and instantly recognizable samples of well-known soul[image: External link] and pop songs from the 1970s and 1980s were the staples of this sound, which was showcased primarily in Sean "Puffy" Combs[image: External link]'s latter-day production work for The Notorious B.I.G. ("Mo Money, Mo Problems[image: External link]"), Mase[image: External link] ("Feels So Good[image: External link]"), and non-Bad Boy artists such as Jay-Z[image: External link] ("Can I Get A...[image: External link]") and Nas[image: External link] ("Street Dreams[image: External link]"). Also achieving similar levels of success with a similar sound at the same time as Bad Boy was Master P[image: External link] and his No Limit label in New Orleans, as well as the New Orleans upstart Cash Money label. [27]

Many of the artists who achieved such mainstream success in the 2000s, such as Jay-Z[image: External link], DMX[image: External link], then 50 Cent[image: External link] and G-Unit[image: External link], originated from the gritty 1990s East Coast rap scene and were influenced by hardcore artists such as The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link], Wu-Tang Clan[image: External link], and Nas[image: External link]. Mase[image: External link] and Cam'ron[image: External link] were typical of a more relaxed, casual flow that became the pop-gangsta norm. By contrast, other rappers like Eminem[image: External link] and DMX[image: External link] enjoyed commercial success in the late 1990s by rapping about ever-more macabre tales of death and violence, maintaining commercial relevance by attempting to be controversial and subversive, growing on the Horrorcore[image: External link] rap style born in the late 1980s [Insane Poetry - 12' Strokes Til Midnight 12" 1988] to early 1990's [Esham - Boomin' Words From Hell aka "Boomin' '90."].
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 Criticism and debate




The explicit nature of gangsta rap's lyrics has made it heavily controversial. There is also debate about the relationship between gangsta rap and real-world crime taking the form of a chicken or the egg[image: External link] scenario.

Critics of gangsta rap hold that it glorifies and encourages criminal behavior, and may be at least partially to blame for the problem of street gangs.[28] Although this view is often stereotyped as that of white[image: External link] conservatives[image: External link], it has been shared by members of the black[image: External link] community, most notably Bill Cosby[image: External link].[29]

Those who are supportive or at least less critical of gangsta rap hold that crime on the street level is for the most part a reaction to poverty[image: External link] and that gangsta rap reflects the reality of lower class life. Many believe that the blaming of crime on gangsta rap is a form of unwarranted moral panic[image: External link]; The World Development Report 2011[image: External link], for instance, confirmed that most street gang members maintain that poverty and unemployment is what drove them to crime; none made reference to music.[30] Ice Cube[image: External link] famously satirized the blame placed on gangsta rap for social ills in his song "Gangsta Rap Made Me Do It[image: External link]".

Moreover, English scholar Ronald A.T. Judy has argued that gangsta rap reflects the experience of blackness at the end of political economy, when capital is no longer wholly produced by human labor but in a globalized system of commodities.[31] In this economy, gangsta rap traffics blackness as a commodifiable affect of "being a nigga."[32] In other words, gangsta rap defines the experience of blackness, in which he locates in gangsta rap's deployment of the word "nigga," in this new global economic system as "adaptation to the force of commodification."[33] For Judy, nigga (and gangsta rap) becomes an ontologically authentic category for describing the condition of being black in the modern "realm of things."

Despite this, many who hold that gangsta rap is not responsible for social ills are critical of the way many gangsta rappers intentionally exaggerate their criminal pasts for the sake of street credibility[image: External link]. Rick Ross[image: External link][34] and Slim Jesus[35] among others have been heavily criticized for this and the gangster rap music has declined in sales and waned in popularity due to piracy.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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West Coast hip Hop






West Coast hip hop is a hip hop music subgenre that encompasses any artists or music that originate in the West Coast[image: External link] region of the United States. The gangsta rap subgenre of West Coast hip hop began to dominate from a radio play and sales standpoint during the early 1990s with the birth of G-funk[image: External link] and the emergence of Suge Knight and Dr. Dre's Death Row Records.
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 Early years




Main articles: Old school hip hop[image: External link] and Roots of hip hop[image: External link]


Some believe that the five elements of hip-hop culture, B-boying[image: External link], beatboxing[image: External link], DJing[image: External link], graffiti art[image: External link], and MCing, existed on the East and West Coasts of the United States simultaneously during the mid-seventies.[1] This theory runs in opposition to the more generally accepted belief that the fundamental elements of hip hop were born and cultivated exclusively on the East Coast, in New York City in particular, in the earliest stages of the culture.[1] Although it is agreed that hip hop was given its name in New York, some say a culture that closely mirrored the East Coast hip hop culture had emerged in the West, existing from Los Angeles to the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] during the same period.[1] The culture is widely believed to have been a mutual creation which evolved from interaction between people who identified with elements from their respective coasts.[1]

A number of events laid the foundations for West Coast hip hop, long before the emergence of West Coast rappers such as DJ Flash[image: External link] & The Rappers Rapp Group[image: External link], Eazy-E, Ice T[image: External link], and Too Short[image: External link]. According to geniusrap.com,[2] "a cataclysmic event helped give rise to it out West: the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965." In 1967, Bud Schulberg founded a creative space entitled Watts Writers Workshop[image: External link], intended to help the people of the Watts neighborhood and provide a place for them to express themselves freely. Out of this background the Watts Prophets[image: External link] formed, its members having moved to the West Coast from southern states such as Texas and Louisiana.

The West Coast hip hop scene started in earnest in 1978 with the founding of Unique Entertainment, a group influenced by Prince, East Coast hip hop[image: External link], Kraftwerk[image: External link], and Parliament-Funkadelic[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] By 1980, the group were known[ who?[image: External link]] as the best party promoters in Los Angeles.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1983 its leader Roger Clayton, influenced by the Funkadelic album Uncle Jam Wants You[image: External link], changed the group's name to Uncle Jamm's Army[image: External link]. In 1984, the group released their first single, "Dial-a-Freak", and in the same year Egyptian Lover[image: External link] released his On the Nile album, which includes the popular 12" single "Egypt Egypt".

Another early landmark occurred in 1981, when Duffy Hooks launched the first West Coast rap label, Rappers Rapp Records, inspired by Sugar Hill Records[image: External link] in New York. Its first act was the duo of Disco Daddy and Captain Rapp[image: External link], whose debut single was "Gigolo Rapp" or "Gigolo Groove". In 1983, Captain Rapp[image: External link] created the classic West Coast song "Bad Times (I Can't Stand It)".[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the mid-1980s, Mixmaster Spade defined an early form of gangsta rap with his Compton Posse.[citation needed[image: External link]] From this group, Spade mentored future rap stars of the West Coast, including Toddy Tee, who recorded the South Central LA[image: External link] anthem "The Batteram" in 1985.

In the same period, the Compton-based former locking dancer[image: External link] Alonzo Williams formed World Class Wreckin' Cru, which included future N.W.A members Dr. Dre and DJ Yella[image: External link]. Williams also founded Kru-Cut Records[image: External link] and established a recording studio in the back of his nightclub Eve's After Dark. The club was where local drug dealer Eazy-E and Jerry Heller decided to start Ruthless Records and where Dr. Dre and DJ Yella met the group CIA[image: External link], which included future N.W.A member and Ice Cube, Laylaw, Dr. Dre's cousin Sir Jinx[image: External link], and K-Dee[image: External link].

During this period, one of the greatest factors in the spread of West Coast hip hop was the radio station 1580 KDAY[image: External link] and DJ Greg "Mack Attack" Mack.[citation needed[image: External link]][ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]]
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 Late 1980s and 1990s




In 1988, N.W.A's landmark album Straight Outta Compton was released.[3] Focusing on life and adversities in Compton, California, a notoriously rough area which had gained a reputation for gang violence, it was released by group member Eazy-E's record label Ruthless Records. As well as establishing a basis for the popularity of gangsta rap, the album drew much attention to West Coast hip hop, especially the Los Angeles scene. In particular, the controversial "Fuck tha Police" and the ensuing censorship attracted substantial media coverage and public attention. Following the dissolution of N.W.A due to in-fighting, the group's members Eazy-E, Dr. Dre, Ice Cube and MC Ren would later become platinum-selling solo artists in the 1990s. Ice Cube released some of the West Coast's most critically acclaimed albums, such as 1990's AmeriKKKa's Most Wanted[image: External link] and 1991's Death Certificate, as well as making film and television appearances such as in John Singleton's Boyz n the Hood[image: External link] in 1991.

The early 1990s was a period in which hip hop went from strength to strength. Tupac Shakur's debut album 2Pacalypse Now[image: External link] was released in 1991, demonstrating a social awareness, with attacks on social injustice, poverty and police brutality. Shakur's music and philosophy was rooted in various philosophies and approaches, including the Black Panther Party[image: External link], Black nationalism[image: External link], egalitarianism, and liberty. Also in 1991, Suge Knight founded Death Row Records using money he had extorted from the pop-rapper Vanilla Ice[image: External link], and the West Coast saw the debut of arguably its most influential and popular rapper. In 1992, Dr. Dre released his solo debut, The Chronic; this marked the birth of the G-funk[image: External link] sound that became a hallmark of the West Coast sound in the 1990s, with the album's lead single "Nuthin' but a 'G' Thang[image: External link]" peaking at Number 2 on the Billboard Hot 100. Other Death Row releases such as Snoop Doggy Dogg[image: External link]'s Doggystyle[image: External link] (1993) and 2Pac's All Eyez on Me[image: External link] (1996) became huge sellers and were also critically acclaimed.

The popularity of hip hop was undoubtedly assisted by the ensuing feud between Death Row Records and the East Coast's Bad Boy Records[image: External link], fronted by Puff Daddy[image: External link] and The Notorious B.I.G[image: External link]. The East-West feud gained particular traction when Shakur was shot on November 30, 1994 outside Quad Recording Studios in New York, coincidentally where Biggie Smalls[image: External link] and Puff Daddy had been recording that day, which led Shakur to accuse them of setting him up. Tensions rose were at their highest at the Source Awards[image: External link] in 1995, with artists from both sides making indirect comments about the other.

The drive-by shooting murder of Shakur on September 13, 1996 was a major turning point for hip-hop as a whole. Shakur had been the West Coast's most popular rapper and among the most critically acclaimed. After his death and Suge Knight's incarceration, Death Row Records - once home to the majority of the West Coast's mainstream rappers - fell into obscurity. The death of the East Coast rapper and former Tupac adversary, the Notorious B.I.G., concluded the West-East feud that had riddled hip hop throughout the 1990s. The West Coast scene slowly started to fade from the mainstream in the early 2000s, as fans drifted more towards the East Coast scene, with new artists such as 50 Cent[image: External link] coming to the fore alongside veterans such as Nas[image: External link] and the Wu-Tang Clan[image: External link]. In addition, Southern hip hop[image: External link] reached the mainstream in the early 2000s and, arguably, Atlanta[image: External link]'s rap scene became the most popular in the country with the rise of crunk[image: External link] in 2003-2004.
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 2000s and 2010s




West Coast hip hop's position in the mainstream dwindled greatly in the late 1990s and 2000s, with a few notable exceptions such as Dr. Dre's 2001[image: External link] album. However, the trend soon changed. Although gangsta rap was still popular on the West Coast in the 2000s, the West Coast sound became more designed for nightclubs with the rise of the Bay Area's hyphy[image: External link] scene, featuring flamboyant raps and explicit references to sex and drugs. A key artist in the genre was E-40[image: External link], who found a substantial audience with his 1995 album In a Major Way; he found even greater success with the song "Tell Me When To Go[image: External link]" in 2006, featuring Oakland rapper Keak Da Sneak[image: External link].

Bay area rapper Too Short[image: External link], already well known for his collaborations with artists such as Tupac Shakur and The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link], found a new lease on life with the hyphy scene, his 16th studio album Blow the Whistle[image: External link] in 2006 debuting at number 14 on the Billboard 200. The Game[image: External link] also brought attention back to the West Coast with his double platinum album, The Documentary[image: External link], as did Xzibit[image: External link]'s platinum certified Restless[image: External link] album, and gold certified albums Man vs. Machine[image: External link] and Weapons of Mass Destruction[image: External link]. Artists from the 1990s such as Snoop Dogg and Ice Cube and groups such as the Tha Dogg Pound[image: External link] and Westside Connection[image: External link] continued to release albums throughout the 2000s but did not garner the same level of fame as they had experienced in the 1990s. Throughout the 2000s, a number of peripheral West Coast hip hop artists such as Ya Boy[image: External link], Glasses Malone[image: External link], Juice[image: External link], Crooked I[image: External link], 40 Glocc[image: External link], Slim the Mobster[image: External link], Bishop Lamont[image: External link], and Mistah F.A.B.[image: External link] collaborated with big-name artists such as Dr. Dre, Kurupt[image: External link], Daz Dillinger[image: External link], The Game, E-40, and Snoop Dogg.

In the early to mid-2010s, the West Coast has also seen a resurgence with hyphy as well as a transition to an uptempo and club-oriented type of hip hop.

Producer DJ Mustard[image: External link] has pioneered the "ratchet" music movement, a production style that has snowballed into the mainstream.[4][5][6][7] DJ Mustard played a role in bringing West Coast hip hop back to national attention through the 2010s. He gained huge popularity throughout 2011 to 2014, producing a number of popular artists' singles, including Tyga[image: External link]'s "Rack City[image: External link]", 2 Chainz[image: External link]'s "I'm Different[image: External link]", Young Jeezy[image: External link]'s " R.I.P.[image: External link]", B.o.B[image: External link]'s " HeadBand[image: External link]", YG[image: External link]'s "My Nigga[image: External link]" and "Who Do You Love?[image: External link]", Ty Dolla Sign[image: External link]'s Paranoid[image: External link], Kid Ink[image: External link]'s "Show Me[image: External link]", and Trey Songz[image: External link]'s "Na Na[image: External link]". Mustard also released his debut mixtape, Ketchup, in 2013, further solidifying his ratchet sound, which follows its G-funk and hyphy predecessors.[8][9]

Other more peripheral acts that achieved relatively moderate and rather short-lived success in the mainstream include Lil B[image: External link], who built a strong fan base via social media outlets such as Twitter, YouTube, and Myspace, and has recorded both solo and with The Pack[image: External link].

As a result, with the resurgence of hyphy and the progression of the ratchet movement through the 2010s, the West Coast has spawned commercially successful rappers such as Tyga[image: External link], Jay Rock[image: External link], Droop-E[image: External link], Sage the Gemini[image: External link] and Iamsu![image: External link] of The HBK Gang[image: External link], YG[image: External link], Kid Ink[image: External link], Nipsey Hussle[image: External link], Dom Kennedy[image: External link], Ty Dolla Sign[image: External link], DJ King Assassin, Dizzy Wright[image: External link], and Problem[image: External link]. During the same time, alternative hip hop[image: External link] acts have also begun to gain traction along the West Coast hip hop scene such as Tyler, The Creator[image: External link] and his Odd Future[image: External link] collective. In addition, hip hop artists who are more socially conscious and focus more on the lyrical aspects of hip hop have also risen from crews such as solo acts Hopsin[image: External link] and group acts such as Black Hippy[image: External link], entering the mainstream and releasing a number of critically acclaimed and commercially successful albums.

Black Hippy's own Kendrick Lamar[image: External link] 2012 release, Good Kid, M.A.A.D City[image: External link], was met with rave reviews and is featured on many critics' end-of-year lists.[10] The album was nominated Album of the Year[image: External link] at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link], marking the first time any West Coast hip-hop was nominated for award.[11] In 2014, Schoolboy Q[image: External link] debuted at no.1 on the Billboard 200 with 139,000 copies sold. YG's My Krazy Life[image: External link] debuted at no.2 on the Billboard 200 with 61,000 copies sold.
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B.G. Knocc Out - single "Dat's How I'm Livin'"
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South Central[image: External link] - a hood film about South Central Los Angeles
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  Watts[image: External link]





	
Tyrese Gibson[image: External link] - contemporary R&B

	Jay Rock[image: External link]

	Kill Kill - singles "Watts Up", "Watts Up (Part 2)"

	
O.F.T.B.[image: External link] - single "Crack 'Em"




	
Menace II Society[image: External link] - a film[image: External link] about Watts
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 West Covina[image: External link]





	
Mista Grimm[image: External link] - single "Indo Smoke", featuring Warren G and Nate Dogg
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 Long Beach[image: External link] (known locally as "L.B.C.")





	Tray Deee[image: External link]

	Tha Dogg Pound[image: External link]

	
Domino[image: External link] - singles "Getto Jam", "Long Beach Thang"

	Foesum[image: External link]

	King and the Dream Team - West Coast trap music

	Nate Dogg[image: External link]

	Snoop Dogg

	O.T. Genasis[image: External link]

	Vince Staples[image: External link]

	Warren G[image: External link]
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  Inglewood[image: External link]





	
Mack 10[image: External link] - single "Inglewood Swangin'"

	
Omarion[image: External link] - contemporary R&B
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 Orange County, California[image: External link]
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 Santa Ana[image: External link] (known locally as "Tha ANAZ")





	
Jay Taj - single "Stumbling"
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 San Diego County, California[image: External link]
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 San Diego[image: External link]





	Jayo Felony[image: External link]

	Lil Rob[image: External link]
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 Las Vegas[image: External link]





	
702[image: External link] - singles "Steelo", "Get It Together", "No Doubt", "All I Want"; contemporary R&B, hip hop soul
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	Music of Washington[image: External link]
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Rapping






"Rap" and "Rapper" redirect here. For other uses, see Rap (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about rapping as a technique or activity. For more information on the music genre, see Hip hop music.

Rapping (or rhyming, spitting,[1] emceeing,[2] MCing,[2] )[3] is a musical form of vocal delivery that incorporates "rhyme, rhythmic speech, and street vernacular",[4] which is performed or chanted in a variety of ways, usually over a backbeat or musical accompaniment.[4] The components of rap include "content" (what is being said), "flow" ( rhythm[image: External link], rhyme[image: External link]), and "delivery" ( cadence,[image: External link] tone).[5] Rap differs from spoken-word poetry[image: External link] in that rap is usually performed in time to an instrumental track.[6] Rap is often associated with, and is a primary ingredient of hip-hop music[image: External link], but the origins of the phenomenon predate hip-hop[image: External link] culture. The earliest precursor to modern rap is the West African griot[image: External link] tradition, in which "oral historians",[7] or "praise-singers",[7] would disseminate oral traditions and genealogies, or use their formidable rhetorical techniques for gossip or "praise or critique individuals."[7] Griot traditions connect to rap along a lineage of Black verbal reverence that goes back to ancient Egyptian[image: External link] practices, through James Brown[image: External link] interacting with the crowd and the band between songs, to Muhammad Ali[image: External link]'s quick-witted verbal taunts and the palpitating poems of the Last Poets[image: External link]. [8] Therefore, rap lyrics and music are part of the "Black rhetorical continuum"[8], and aim to reuse elements of past traditions while expanding upon them through "creative use of language and rhetorical styles and strategies.[8] The person credited with originating the style of "delivering rhymes over extensive music",[9] that would become known as rap, was Harlem, New York native, Anthony "DJ Hollywood[image: External link]" Holloway.[9]

Rap is usually delivered over a beat[image: External link], typically provided by a DJ[image: External link], turntablist[image: External link], Beatboxer[image: External link], or performed A capella without accompaniment. Stylistically, rap occupies a gray area between speech, prose, poetry, and singing[image: External link]. The word, which predates the musical form, originally meant "to lightly strike",[10] and is now used to describe quick speech or repartee.[11] The word had been used in British English[image: External link] since the 16th century. It was part of the African American dialect of English[image: External link] in the 1960s meaning "to converse", and very soon after that in its present usage as a term denoting the musical style.[12] Today, the term rap is so closely associated with hip-hop music that many writers use the terms interchangeably.
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See also: African-American music[image: External link], Music of the United States[image: External link], History of poetry[image: External link], Jamaican music[image: External link], Roots of hip hop[image: External link], and Talking blues[image: External link]
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 Etymology and usage




The English verb rap has various meanings, such as "to strike, especially with a quick, smart, or light blow",[13] as well "to utter sharply or vigorously: to rap out a command".[13] The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] gives a date of 1541 for the first recorded use of the word with the meaning "to utter (esp. an oath) sharply, vigorously, or suddenly".[14] Wentworth and Flexner[image: External link]'s Dictionary of American Slang gives the meaning "to speak to, recognize, or acknowledge acquaintance with someone", dated 1932,[15] and a later meaning of "to converse, esp. in an open and frank manner".[16] It is these meanings from which the musical form of rapping derives, and this definition may be from a shortening of repartee[image: External link].[17] A rapper refers to a performer who "raps". By the late 1960s, when Hubert G. Brown changed his name to H. Rap Brown[image: External link], rap was a slang term referring to an oration or speech, such as was common among the "hip" crowd in the protest movements, but it did not come to be associated with a musical style for another decade.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Rap was used to describe talking on records as early as 1971, on Isaac Hayes[image: External link]' album Black Moses[image: External link] with track names such as "Ike's Rap", "Ike's Rap II", "Ike's Rap III", and so on.[18] Hayes' "husky-voiced sexy spoken 'raps' became key components in his signature sound".[18] Del the Funky Homosapien[image: External link] similarly states that rap was used to refer to talking in a stylistic manner in the early 1970s: "I was born in '72... back then what rapping meant, basically, was you trying to convey something—you're trying to convince somebody. That's what rapping is, it's in the way you talk."[19]
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 Roots




Rapping can be traced back to its African roots. Centuries before hip-hop music[image: External link] existed, the griots[image: External link] of West Africa[image: External link] were delivering stories rhythmically[image: External link], over drums[image: External link] and sparse instrumentation. Such connections have been acknowledged by many modern artists, modern day "griots", spoken word[image: External link] artists, mainstream news sources, and academics.[20][21][22][23]

Blues music[image: External link], rooted[image: External link] in the work songs[image: External link] and spirituals[image: External link] of slavery[image: External link] and influenced greatly by West African musical traditions, was first played by blacks, and later by some whites, in the Mississippi Delta[image: External link] region of the United States around the time of the Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link]. Grammy-winning blues musician/historian Elijah Wald[image: External link] and others have argued that the blues were being rapped as early as the 1920s.[24][25] Wald went so far as to call hip hop[image: External link] "the living blues."[24] A notable recorded example of rapping in blues music was the 1950 song "Gotta Let You Go" by Joe Hill Louis[image: External link].[26]

Jazz[image: External link], which developed from the blues and other African-American and European musical traditions and originated around the beginning of the 20th century, has also influenced hip hop and has been cited as a precursor of hip hop. Not just jazz music and lyrics but also jazz poetry[image: External link]. According to John Sobol, the jazz musician and poet who wrote Digitopia Blues, rap "bears a striking resemblance to the evolution of jazz both stylistically and formally".[27] Boxer Muhammad Ali[image: External link] anticipated elements of rap, often using rhyme schemes[image: External link] and spoken word[image: External link] poetry, both for when he was trash talking[image: External link] in boxing and as political poetry[image: External link] for his activism outside of boxing, paving the way for The Last Poets[image: External link] in 1968, Gil Scott-Heron[image: External link] in 1970, and the emergence of rap music in the 1970s.[28]

Precursors also exist in non-African/African-American traditions, especially in vaudeville and musical theater. One such tradition is the patter song[image: External link] exemplified by Gilbert and Sullivan[image: External link] but that has origins in earlier Italian opera. "Rock Island" from Meridith Wilson's[image: External link] The Music Man[image: External link] is wholly spoken by an ensemble of travelling salesmen, as are most of the numbers for British actor Rex Harrison[image: External link] in the 1964 Lerner and Loewe[image: External link] musical My Fair Lady[image: External link]. Glenn Miller[image: External link]'s "The Lady's in Love with You[image: External link]" and "The Little Man Who Wasn't There[image: External link]" (both 1939), each contain distinctly rap-like sequences set to a driving beat as does the 1937 song "Doin' the Jive[image: External link]". In musical theater, the term " vamp[image: External link]" is identical to its meaning in jazz, gospel, and funk, and it fulfills the same function. Semi-spoken music has long been especially popular in British entertainment, and such examples as David Croft's theme to the 1970s' sitcom Are You Being Served?[image: External link] have elements indistinguishable from modern rap.

In classical music, semi-spoken music was popular stylized by composer Arnold Schoenberg[image: External link] as Sprechstimme[image: External link], and famously used in Ernst Toch[image: External link]'s 1924 Geographical Fugue[image: External link] for spoken chorus and the final scene in Darius Milhaud[image: External link]'s 1915 ballet Les Choéphores.[29] In the French chanson[image: External link] field, irrigated by a strong poetry tradition, such singer-songwriters[image: External link] as Léo Ferré[image: External link] or Serge Gainsbourg[image: External link] made their own use of spoken word over rock or symphonic music from the very beginning of the 1970s. Although these probably did not have a direct influence on rap's development in the African-American cultural sphere, they paved the way for acceptance of spoken word music in the media market.

With the decline of disco[image: External link] in the early 1980's rap became a new form of expression. Rap arose from musical experimentation with rhyming, rhythmic speech. Rap was a departure from disco. Sherley Anne Williams refers to the development of rap as "anti-Disco" in style and means of reproduction. The early productions of Rap after Disco sought a more simplified manner of producing the tracks they were to sing over. Williams explains how Rap composers and DJ's opposed the heavily orchestrated and ritzy multi-tracks of Disco for "break beats" which were created from compiling different records from numerous genres and did not require the equipment from professional recording studios[image: External link]. Professional studios were not necessary therefore opening the production of rap to the youth who as Williams explains felt "locked out" because of the capital needed to produce Disco records.[30]

More directly related to the African-American community were items like schoolyard chants and taunts, clapping games[image: External link],[31] jump-rope rhymes[image: External link], some with unwritten folk histories going back hundreds of years across many nationalities. Sometimes these items contain racially offensive lyrics.[32] A related area that is not strictly folklore is rhythmical cheering[image: External link] and cheerleading[image: External link] for military and sports.
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 Proto-rap




Art forms such as spoken word jazz poetry and comedy records had an influence on the first rappers.[33] Coke La Rock[image: External link], often credited as hip-hop's first MC[34] cites the Last Poets[image: External link] among his influences, as well as comedians such as The Wild Man Steve and Richard Pryor.[33] Comedian Rudy Ray Moore[image: External link] released under the counter albums in the 1960s and 1970s such as This Pussy Belongs To Me (1970), which contained "raunchy, sexually explicit rhymes that often had to do with pimps, prostitutes, players, and hustlers",[35] and which later led to him being called "The Godfather of Rap".[36]

Gil Scott-Heron[image: External link], a jazz poet/musician, has been cited as an influence on rappers such as Chuck D[image: External link] and KRS-One[image: External link].[37] Scott-Heron himself was influenced by Melvin Van Peebles[image: External link],[38][39] whose first album was 1968's Brer Soul[image: External link]. Van Peebles describes his vocal style as "the old Southern style", which was influenced by singers he had heard growing up in South Chicago[image: External link].[40] Van Peebles also said that he was influenced by older forms of African-American music[image: External link]: "... people like Blind Lemon Jefferson[image: External link] and the field hollers. I was also influenced by spoken word song styles from Germany that I encountered when I lived in France."[41]

During the mid-20th century, the musical culture of the Caribbean was constantly influenced by the concurrent changes in American music[image: External link]. As early as 1956,[42] deejays[image: External link] were toasting (an African tradition of "rapped out" tales of heroism) over dubbed[image: External link] Jamaican[image: External link] beats. It was called "rap", expanding the word's earlier meaning in the African-American community—"to discuss or debate informally."[43]

The early rapping of hip-hop developed out of DJ[image: External link] and Master of Ceremonies[image: External link]' announcements made over the microphone at parties, and later into more complex raps.[44] Grandmaster Caz[image: External link] states: "The microphone was just used for making announcements, like when the next party was gonna be, or people's moms would come to the party looking for them, and you have to announce it on the mic. Different DJs started embellishing what they were saying. I would make an announcement this way, and somebody would hear that and they add a little bit to it. I'd hear it again and take it a little step further 'til it turned from lines to sentences to paragraphs to verses to rhymes."[44]

One of the first rappers at the beginning of the hip hop period, at the end of the 1970s, was also hip hop's first DJ[image: External link], DJ Kool Herc[image: External link]. Herc, a Jamaican immigrant, started delivering simple raps at his parties, which some claim were inspired by the Jamaican tradition of toasting[image: External link].[45] However, Kool Herc himself denies this link (in the 1984 book Hip Hop), saying, "Jamaican toasting? Naw, naw. No connection there. I couldn't play reggae in the Bronx. People wouldn't accept it. The inspiration for rap is James Brown[image: External link] and the album Hustler's Convention[image: External link]".[46] Herc also suggests he was too young while in Jamaica to get into sound system parties: "I couldn't get in. Couldn't get in. I was ten, eleven years old,"[47] and that while in Jamaica, he was listening to James Brown[image: External link]: "I was listening to American music in Jamaica and my favorite artist was James Brown. That's who inspired me. A lot of the records I played were by James Brown."[45]

However, in terms of what we identify in the 2010s as "rap" the source came from Manhattan. Pete DJ Jones said the first person he heard rap in "Hip Hop style" was DJ Hollywood[image: External link] a Harlem (not Bronx) native[48] who was the house DJ at the Apollo theater. Kurtis Blow also says the first person he heard rhyme in Hip Hop style was DJ Hollywood.[49] Hollywood stated that he like the way Frankie Crocker[image: External link] would ride a track, but he wasn't syncopated to the track though. I liked [WWRL DJ] Hank Spann too, but he wasn't on the one. Guys back then weren't concerned with being musical. I wanted to flow with the record." And in 1975, he ushered in what became known as the Hip Hop style by rhyming syncopated to the beat of an existing record uninterruptedly for nearly a minute. He adapted the lyrics of Isaac Hayes[image: External link] "Good Love 6-9969" and rhymed it to the breakdown part of "Love is the Message".[50] His partner Kevin Smith, better known as Lovebug Starski, took this new style and introduced it to the Bronx Hip Hop set that until then was composed of DJing and B-boying, with traditional "shout out" style rapping.

The style that Hollywood created and his partner introduced to the Hip Hop set quickly became the standard. What actually did Hollywood do? He created "flow." Before then all MCs rhymed based on radio DJs. This usually consisted of short patters that were disconnect thematically; they were separate unto themselves. But by Hollywood using song lyrics, he had an inherent flow and theme to his rhyme. This was the game changer. By the end of the 1970s, artists such as Kurtis Blow[image: External link] and The Sugarhill Gang were just starting to receive radio airplay and make an impact far outside of New York City, on a national scale. "Stranger in a Strange Land" on the 1971 album Leon Russell and the Shelter People[image: External link] and Blondie[image: External link]'s inclusion of a rap section in their 1981 single, " Rapture[image: External link]", were some of the first songs with rap to top the U.S. Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] charts.
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 Old-school hip hop




Main article: Old-school hip hop[image: External link]


Old school rap (1979–84)[51] was "easily identified by its relatively simple raps"[52] according to AllMusic, "the emphasis was not on lyrical technique, but simply on good times",[52] one notable exception being Melle Mel[image: External link], who set the way for future rappers through his socio-political content and creative wordplay.[52]
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 Golden age




Main article: Golden age hip hop


Golden age hip hop (the mid-1980s to early '90s)[53] was the time period where hip-hop lyricism went through its most drastic transformation – writer William Jelani Cobb says "in these golden years, a critical mass of mic prodigies were literally creating themselves and their art form at the same time"[54] and Allmusic writes, "rhymers like PE's Chuck D[image: External link], Big Daddy Kane[image: External link], KRS-One[image: External link], and Rakim[image: External link] basically invented the complex wordplay and lyrical kung-fu of later hip-hop".[55] The golden age is considered to have ended around 1993–94, marking the end of rap lyricism's most innovative period.[53][55]
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 Flow




"Flow" is defined as "the rhythms and rhymes"[56][57][58] of a hip-hop song's lyrics and how they interact – the book How to Rap[image: External link] breaks flow down into rhyme, rhyme schemes[image: External link], and rhythm (also known as cadence[image: External link]).[59] 'Flow' is also sometimes used to refer to elements of the delivery ( pitch[image: External link], timbre[image: External link], volume[image: External link]) as well,[60] though often a distinction is made between the flow and the delivery.[57][56]

Staying on the beat is central to rap's flow[61] – many MCs[image: External link] note the importance of staying on-beat in How to Rap including Sean Price[image: External link], Mighty Casey, Zion I[image: External link], Vinnie Paz[image: External link], Fredro Starr[image: External link], Del The Funky Homosapien[image: External link], Tech N9ne[image: External link], People Under The Stairs[image: External link], Twista[image: External link], B-Real[image: External link], Mr Lif[image: External link], 2Mex[image: External link], and Cage[image: External link].[61]

MCs[image: External link] stay on beat by stressing syllables in time to the four beats of the musical backdrop.[62][63] Poetry scholar Derek Attridge[image: External link] describes how this works in his book Poetic Rhythm – "rap lyrics are written to be performed to an accompaniment that emphasizes the metrical structure of the verse".[62] He says rap lyrics are made up of, "lines with four stressed beats, separated by other syllables that may vary in number and may include other stressed syllables. The strong beat of the accompaniment coincides with the stressed beats of the verse, and the rapper organizes the rhythms of the intervening syllables to provide variety and surprise".[62]

The same technique is also noted in the book How to Rap, where diagrams are used to show how the lyrics line up with the beat – "stressing a syllable on each of the four beats gives the lyrics the same underlying rhythmic pulse as the music and keeps them in rhythm... other syllables in the song may still be stressed, but the ones that fall in time with the four beats of a bar are the only ones that need to be emphasized in order to keep the lyrics in time with the music".[64]

In rap terminology, 16-bars is the amount of time that rappers are generally given to perform a guest[image: External link] verse on another artist's song; one bar is typically equal to four beats of music.[65]
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 History of flow




Old school flows were relatively basic and used only few syllables per bar, simple rhythmic patterns, and basic rhyming techniques and rhyme schemes.[60][66] Melle Mel is cited as an MC who epitomizes the old school flow – Kool Moe Dee[image: External link] says, "from 1970 to 1978 we rhymed one way [then] Melle Mel, in 1978, gave us the new cadence we would use from 1978 to 1986".[67] he's the first emcee to explode in a new rhyme cadence, and change the way every emcee rhymed forever. Rakim, The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link], and Eminem[image: External link] have flipped the flow, but Melle Mel's downbeat on the two, four, kick to snare cadence is still the rhyme foundation all emcees are building on".[68]

Artists and critics often credit Rakim[image: External link] with creating the overall shift from the more simplistic old school flows to more complex flows near the beginning of hip hop's new school[image: External link][69] – Kool Moe Dee says, "any emcee that came after 1986 had to study Rakim just to know what to be able to do.[70] Rakim, in 1986, gave us flow and that was the rhyme style from 1986 to 1994.[67] from that point on, anybody emceeing was forced to focus on their flow".[71] Kool Moe Dee explains that before Rakim, the term 'flow' wasn't widely used – "Rakim is basically the inventor of flow. We were not even using the word flow until Rakim came along. It was called rhyming, it was called cadence, but it wasn't called flow. Rakim created flow!"[72] He adds that while Rakim upgraded and popularized the focus on flow, "he didn't invent the word".[70]

Kool Moe Dee states that Biggie introduced a newer flow which "dominated from 1994 to 2002",[67] and also says that Method Man[image: External link] was "one of the emcees from the early to mid-'90s that ushered in the era of flow... Rakim invented it, Big Daddy Kane, KRS-One, and Kool G Rap[image: External link] expanded it, but Biggie and Method Man made flow the single most important aspect of an emcee's game".[73] He also cites Craig Mack[image: External link] as an artist who contributed to developing flow in the '90s.[74]

Music scholar Adam Krims says, "the flow of MCs is one of the profoundest changes that separates out new-sounding from older-sounding music... it is widely recognized and remarked that rhythmic styles of many commercially successful MCs since roughly the beginning of the 1990s have progressively become faster and more 'complex'".[60] He cites "members of the Wu-Tang Clan[image: External link], Nas[image: External link], AZ[image: External link], Big Pun[image: External link], and Ras Kass[image: External link], just to name a few"[75] as artists who exemplify this progression.

Kool Moe Dee adds, "in 2002 Eminem created the song that got the first Oscar in Hip-Hop history [Lose Yourself][image: External link]... and I would have to say that his flow is the most dominant right now (2003)".[67]
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 Styles




There are many different styles of flow, with different terminology used by different people – stic.man[image: External link] of Dead Prez[image: External link] uses the following terms –


	"The Chant", which he says is used by Lil Jon[image: External link] and Project Pat[image: External link][76]


	"The Syncopated Bounce", used by Twista and Bone Thugs N Harmony[image: External link][76]


	"Straight Forward", used by Scarface[image: External link], 2Pac[image: External link], Melle Mel, KRS-One circa Boogie Down Productions[image: External link] era, Too Short[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Ice Cube, Dr. Dre, and Snoop Dogg[77]


	"The Rubik's Cube", used by Nas, Black Thought[image: External link] of The Roots[image: External link], Common[image: External link], Kurupt[image: External link], and Lauryn Hill[image: External link][78]


	"2-5-Flow", a pun[image: External link] of Kenya[image: External link]'s calling code[image: External link] "+254", used by Camp Mulla[image: External link][79]




Alternatively, music scholar Adam Krims uses the following terms –


	"sung rhythmic style", used by Too Short[image: External link], Grandmaster Flash and The Furious Five[image: External link], and the Beastie Boys[image: External link][80]


	"percussion-effusive style", used by B-Real[image: External link] of Cypress Hill[image: External link][81]


	"speech-effusive style", used by Big Pun[81]
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 Rhyme




MCs use many different rhyming techniques, including complex rhyme schemes, as Adam Krims points out – "the complexity... involves multiple rhymes in the same rhyme complex (i.e. section with consistently rhyming words), internal rhymes[image: External link], [and] offbeat rhymes".[75] There is also widespread use of multisyllabic rhymes[image: External link], by artists such as Kool G Rap,[82] Big Daddy Kane, Rakim, Big L[image: External link], Nas[image: External link] and Eminem.

It has been noted that rap's use of rhyme is some of the most advanced in all forms of poetry – music scholar Adam Bradley notes, "rap rhymes so much and with such variety that it is now the largest and richest contemporary archive of rhymed words. It has done more than any other art form in recent history to expand rhyme's formal range and expressive possibilities".[83]

In the book How to Rap, Masta Ace[image: External link] explains how Rakim and Big Daddy Kane caused a shift in the way MCs rhymed: "Up until Rakim, everybody who you heard rhyme, the last word in the sentence was the rhyming [word], the connection word. Then Rakim showed us that you could put rhymes within a rhyme... now here comes Big Daddy Kane — instead of going three words, he's going multiple".[84] How to Rap explains that "rhyme is often thought to be the most important factor in rap writing... rhyme is what gives rap lyrics their musicality.[2]
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 Rhythm




Many of the rhythmic techniques used in rapping come from percussive techniques and many rappers compare themselves to percussionists[image: External link].[85] How to Rap 2 identifies all the rhythmic techniques used in rapping such as triplets[image: External link], flams[image: External link], 16th notes[image: External link], 32nd notes[image: External link], syncopation[image: External link], extensive use of rests[image: External link], and rhythmic techniques unique to rapping such as West Coast "lazy tails", coined by Shock G[image: External link].[86] Rapping has also been done in various time signatures[image: External link], such as 3/4 time[image: External link].[87]

Since the 2000s, rapping has evolved into a style of rap that spills over the boundaries of the beat, closely resembling spoken English.[88] Rappers like MF Doom[image: External link] and Eminem[image: External link] have exhibited this style, and since then, rapping has been difficult to notate.[89] The American hip-hop group Crime Mob[image: External link] exhibited a new rap flow in songs such as "Knuck If You Buck[image: External link]", heavily dependent on triplets. Rappers including Drake[image: External link], Kanye West[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], Young Jeezy[image: External link] and more have included this influence in their music. In 2014, an American hip-hop collective from Atlanta[image: External link], Migos[image: External link], popularized this flow, and is commonly referred to as the "Migos Flow" (a term that retains contention within the hip-hop community).[90]
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 Rap notation and flow diagrams




The standard form of rap notation is the flow diagram, where rappers line-up their lyrics underneath "beat numbers".[91] Different rappers have slightly different forms of flow diagram that they use: Del the Funky Homosapien[image: External link] says, "I'm just writing out the rhythm of the flow, basically. Even if it's just slashes to represent the beats, that's enough to give me a visual path.",[92] Vinnie Paz[image: External link] states, "I've created my own sort of writing technique, like little marks and asterisks to show like a pause or emphasis on words in certain places.",[91] and Aesop Rock[image: External link] says, "I have a system of maybe 10 little symbols that I use on paper that tell me to do something when I'm recording."[91]

Hip-hop scholars also make use of the same flow diagrams: the books How to Rap and How to Rap 2 use the diagrams to explain rap's triplets, flams, rests, rhyme schemes, runs of rhyme, and breaking rhyme patterns, among other techniques.[87] Similar systems are used by PhD musicologists[image: External link] Adam Krims in his book Rap Music and the Poetics of Identity[93] and Kyle Adams in his academic work on flow.[94]

Because rap revolves around a strong 4/4 beat,[95] with certain syllables said in time to the beat, all the notational systems have a similar structure: they all have the same 4 beat numbers at the top of the diagram, so that syllables can be written in-line with the beat numbers.[95] This allows devices such as rests, "lazy tails", flams, and other rhythmic techniques to be shown, as well as illustrating where different rhyming words fall in relation to the music.[87]
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 Performance




To successfully deliver a rap, a rapper must also develop vocal presence, enunciation[image: External link], and breath control[image: External link]. Vocal presence is the distinctiveness of a rapper's voice on record. Enunciation is essential to a flowing rap; some rappers choose also to exaggerate it for comic and artistic effect. Breath control, taking in air without interrupting one's delivery, is an important skill for a rapper to master, and a must for any MC. An MC with poor breath control cannot deliver difficult verses without making unintentional pauses.

Raps are sometimes delivered with melody. West Coast rapper Egyptian Lover[image: External link] was the first notable MC to deliver "sing-raps".[96] Popular rappers such as 50 Cent[image: External link] and Ja Rule[image: External link] add a slight melody to their otherwise purely percussive raps whereas some rappers such as Cee-Lo Green[image: External link] are able to harmonize[image: External link] their raps with the beat. The Midwestern group Bone Thugs-n-Harmony was one of the first groups to achieve nationwide recognition for using the fast-paced, melodic and harmonic raps that are also practiced by Do or Die[image: External link], another Midwestern group. Another rapper that harmonized his rhymes was Nate Dogg[image: External link], a rapper part of the group 213. Rakim experimented not only with following the beat, but also with complementing the song's melody with his own voice, making his flow sound like that of an instrument (a saxophone in particular).[97]

The ability to rap quickly and clearly is sometimes regarded as an important sign of skill. In certain hip-hop subgenres[image: External link] such as chopped and screwed[image: External link], slow-paced rapping is often considered optimal. The current record for fastest rapper is held by Spanish rapper Domingo Edjang Moreno, known by his alias Chojin, who rapped 921 syllables in one minute on December 23, 2008.[98]
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In the late 1970s, the term Emcee, MC or M.C.[99] became an alternative title for a rapper, and for their role within hip-hop music and culture. An MC uses rhyming verses, pre-written or ad lib (' freestyled[image: External link]'), to introduce the DJ with whom they work, to keep the crowd entertained or to glorify themselves. As hip hop progressed, the title MC acquired backronyms[image: External link] such as 'mike chanter'[100] 'microphone controller', 'microphone checker', 'music commentator', and one who 'moves the crowd'. A recent neologistic acronym, gaining use, is 'mentor to child'.[citation needed[image: External link]] Some use this word interchangeably with the term rapper, while for others the term denotes a superior level of skill and connection to the wider culture.

MC can often be used as a term of distinction; referring to an artist with good performance skills.[101] As Kool G Rap[image: External link] notes, "masters of ceremony, where the word 'M.C.' comes from, means just keeping the party alive" [sic].[102][103] Many people in hiphop including DJ Premier and KRS-One feel that James Brown was the first MC. James Brown had the lyrics, moves, and soul that greatly influenced a lot of rappers in Hip-Hop, and arguably even started the first MC rhyme.[104][105]

For some rappers, there was a distinction to the term, such as for MC Hammer[image: External link] who acquired the nickname "MC" for being a "Master of Ceremonies" which he used when he began performing at various clubs while on the road with the Oakland A's[image: External link] and eventually in the military (United States Navy[image: External link]).[106] It was within the lyrics of a rap song called "This Wall[image: External link]" that Hammer first identified himself as M.C. Hammer and later marketed it on his debut album Feel My Power[image: External link].[107]

Uncertainty over the acronym[image: External link]'s expansion may be considered evidence for its ubiquity: the full term "Master of Ceremonies" is very rarely used in the hip-hop scene. This confusion prompted the hip-hop group A Tribe Called Quest[image: External link] to include this statement in the liner notes to their 1993 album Midnight Marauders[image: External link]:


The use of the term MC when referring to a rhyming wordsmith originates from the dance halls of Jamaica. At each event, there would be a master of ceremonies who would introduce the different musical acts and would say a toast in style of a rhyme, directed at the audience and to the performers. He would also make announcements such as the schedule of other events or advertisements from local sponsors. The term MC continued to be used by the children of women who moved to New York City to work as maids in the 1970s. These MCs eventually created a new style of music called hip-hop based on the rhyming they used to do in Jamaica and the breakbeats used in records. MC has also recently been accepted to refer to all who engineer music.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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"Party rhymes", meant to pump up the crowd at a party, were nearly the exclusive focus of old school hip hop, and they remain a staple of hip-hop music to this day. In addition to party raps, rappers also tend to make references to love and sex. Love raps were first popularized by Spoonie Gee[image: External link] of the Treacherous Three[image: External link], and later, in the golden age of hip hop, Big Daddy Kane, Heavy D[image: External link], and LL Cool J[image: External link] would continue this tradition. Hip-hop artists such as KRS-One, Hopsin[image: External link], Public Enemy, Lupe Fiasco[image: External link], Mos Def[image: External link], Talib Kweli[image: External link], Jay-Z, Nas, The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] (Biggie), and dead prez[image: External link] are known for their sociopolitical subject matter. Their West Coast counterparts include Emcee Lynx[image: External link], The Coup[image: External link], Paris[image: External link], and Michael Franti[image: External link]. Tupac Shakur was also known for rapping about social issues such as police brutality[image: External link], teenage pregnancy[image: External link], and racism[image: External link].

Other rappers take a less critical approach to urbanity, sometimes even embracing such aspects as crime. Schoolly D was the first notable MC to rap about crime.[96] Early on KRS-One was accused of celebrating crime and a hedonistic lifestyle, but after the death of his DJ, Scott La Rock[image: External link], KRS-One went on to speak out against violence in hip hop and has spent the majority of his career condemning violence and writing on issues of race and class. Ice-T was one of the first rappers to call himself a "playa" and discuss guns on record, but his theme tune to the 1988 film Colors[image: External link] contained warnings against joining gangs. Gangsta rap, made popular largely because of N.W.A, brought rapping about crime and the gangster lifestyle into the musical mainstream.

Materialism has also been a popular topic in hip-hop since at least the early 1990s, with rappers boasting about their own wealth and possessions, and name-dropping specific brands: liquor brands Cristal[image: External link] and Rémy Martin[image: External link], car manufacturers Bentley[image: External link] and Mercedes-Benz[image: External link] and clothing brands Gucci[image: External link] and Versace[image: External link] have all been popular subjects for rappers.

Various politicians, journalists, and religious leaders have accused rappers of fostering a culture of violence and hedonism among hip-hop listeners through their lyrics.[108][109][110] However, there are also rappers whose messages may not be in conflict with these views, for example Christian hip hop[image: External link]. Others have praised the "political critique, innuendo and sarcasm" of hip-hop music.[111]

In contrast to the more hedonistic approach of gangsta rappers, some rappers have a spiritual or religious focus. Christian rap is currently the most commercially successful form of religious rap. With Christian rappers like Lecrae[image: External link], Thi'sl[image: External link] and Hostyle Gospel[image: External link] winning national awards and making regular appearances on television, Christian hip hop seem to have found its way in the hip-hop family.[112][113] Aside from Christianity[image: External link], the Five Percent Nation[image: External link], an Islamic[image: External link] esotericist[image: External link] religious/spiritual group, has been represented more than any religious group in popular hip hop. Artists such as Rakim[image: External link], the members of the Wu-Tang Clan, Brand Nubian[image: External link], X-Clan[image: External link] and Busta Rhymes[image: External link] have had success in spreading the theology[image: External link] of the Five Percenters.
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 Literary technique




Rappers use the literary techniques[image: External link] of double entendres[image: External link], alliteration[image: External link], and other forms of wordplay that are also found in classical poetry. Similes[image: External link] and metaphors[image: External link] are used extensively in rap lyrics; rappers such as Fabolous[image: External link] and Lloyd Banks[image: External link] have written entire songs in which every line contains similes, whereas MCs like Rakim, GZA[image: External link], and Jay-Z are known for the metaphorical content of their raps. Rappers such as Lupe Fiasco are known for the complexity of their songs that contain metaphors within extended metaphors.
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 Diction and dialect




Many hip-hop listeners believe that a rapper's lyrics are enhanced by a complex vocabulary. Kool Moe Dee claims that he appealed to older audiences by using a complex vocabulary in his raps.[69] Rap is famous, however, for having its own vocabulary—from international hip-hop slang to regional slang. Some artists, like the Wu-Tang Clan, develop an entire lexicon among their clique. African-American Vernacular English has always had a significant effect on hip-hop slang and vice versa. Certain regions have introduced their unique regional slang to hip-hop culture, such as the Bay Area[image: External link] (Mac Dre[image: External link], E-40[image: External link]), Houston[image: External link] ( Chamillionaire[image: External link], Paul Wall[image: External link]), Atlanta[image: External link] ( Ludacris[image: External link], Lil Jon[image: External link], T.I.[image: External link]), and Kentucky[image: External link] (Nappy Roots[image: External link]). The Nation of Gods and Earths[image: External link], aka The Five Percenters, has influenced mainstream hip-hop slang with the introduction of phrases such as "word is bond" that have since lost much of their original spiritual meaning. Preference toward one or the other has much to do with the individual; GZA, for example, prides himself on being very visual and metaphorical but also succinct, whereas underground rapper MF DOOM[image: External link] is known for heaping similes upon similes. In still another variation, 2Pac was known for saying exactly what he meant, literally and clearly.
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 Freestyle and battle




There are two kinds of freestyle rap[image: External link]: one is scripted (recitation), but having no particular overriding subject matter, the second typically referred to as "freestyling" or "spitting", is the improvisation of rapped lyrics. When freestyling, some rappers inadvertently reuse old lines, or even "cheat" by preparing segments or entire verses in advance. Therefore, freestyles with proven spontaneity are valued above generic, always usable lines.[114] Rappers will often reference places or objects in their immediate setting, or specific (usually demeaning) characteristics of opponents, to prove their authenticity and originality.

Battle rapping[image: External link], which can be freestyled, is the competition between two or more rappers in front of an audience. The tradition of insulting one's friends or acquaintances in rhyme goes back to the dozens[image: External link], and was portrayed famously by Muhammad Ali[image: External link] in his boxing matches. The winner of a battle is decided by the crowd and/or preselected judges. According to Kool Moe Dee, a successful battle rap focuses on an opponent's weaknesses, rather than one's own strengths. Television shows such as MTV's DFX and BET[image: External link]'s 106 and Park[image: External link] host weekly freestyle battles live on the air. Battle rapping gained widespread public recognition outside of the African-American community with rapper Eminem's movie 8 Mile[image: External link].

The strongest battle rappers will generally perform their rap fully freestyled. This is the most effective form in a battle as the rapper can comment on the other person, whether it be what they look like, or how they talk, or what they wear. It also allows the rapper to reverse a line used to "diss" him or her if they are the second rapper to battle. This is known as a "flip". Jin The Emcee[image: External link] was considered "World Champion" battle rapper in the mid-2000s.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Derivatives and influence




Throughout hip hop's history, new musical styles and genres have developed that contain rapping. Entire genres, such as rap rock[image: External link] and its derivatives rapcore[image: External link] and rap metal[image: External link] ( rock[image: External link]/ metal[image: External link]/ punk[image: External link] with rapped vocals), or hip house[image: External link] have resulted from the fusion of rap and other styles. Many popular music genres with a focus on percussion have contained rapping at some point; be it disco[image: External link] (DJ Hollywood[image: External link]), jazz (Gang Starr[image: External link]), new wave[image: External link] ( Blondie[image: External link]), funk (Fatback Band[image: External link]), contemporary R&B[image: External link] (Mary J. Blige[image: External link]), reggaeton[image: External link] (Daddy Yankee[image: External link]), or even Japanese dance music (Soul'd Out[image: External link]). UK garage[image: External link] music has begun to focus increasingly on rappers in a new subgenre called grime[image: External link], pioneered and popularized by the MC Dizzee Rascal[image: External link]. Increased popularity with the music has shown more UK rappers going to America as well as tour there, such as Sway DaSafo[image: External link] possibly signing with Akon[image: External link]'s label Konvict[image: External link]. Hyphy[image: External link] is the latest of these spin-offs. It is typified by slowed-down atonal vocals with instrumentals that borrow heavily from the hip-hop scene and lyrics centered on illegal street racing and car culture. Another Oakland, California group, Beltaine's Fire, has recently gained attention for their Celtic fusion[image: External link] sound which blends hip-hop beats with Celtic melodies. Unlike the majority of hip-hop artists, all their music is performed live without samples, synths, or drum machines, drawing comparisons to The Roots and Rage Against the Machine[image: External link].

Bhangra[image: External link], a widely popular style of music from Punjab, India[image: External link] has been mixed numerous times with reggae and hip-hop music. The most popular song in this genre in the United States was "Mundian to Bach Ke" or "Beware the Boys[image: External link]" by Panjabi MC[image: External link] and Jay-Z. Although "Mundian To Bach Ke" had been released previously, the mixing with Jay-Z popularized the genre further.

Though the majority of rappers are male, there have been a number of female rap stars, including Lauryn Hill[image: External link], MC Lyte[image: External link], Lil' Kim[image: External link], Missy Elliott[image: External link], Queen Latifah[image: External link], Da Brat[image: External link], Eve[image: External link], Trina[image: External link], Nicki Minaj[image: External link], Khia[image: External link], M.I.A.[image: External link], CL[image: External link] from 2NE1[image: External link], Foxy Brown[image: External link], Iggy Azalea[image: External link], and Lisa Lopes[image: External link] from TLC[image: External link]. There is also deaf rap artist Signmark[image: External link].
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 Mental health




Rap music has become associated with the social stigma surrounding mental illness, as the rap culture has heavily criticized mental illness.[115] However, there has been an increase in rappers who are publicly speaking out about their mental health.[116][117]
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 See also





	Amoebaean singing[image: External link]

	
Flyting[image: External link], contests consisting of the exchange of insults, often in poetry

	Sprechgesang[image: External link]
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Record Producer






For "producer" as used in reference to hip hop music, see Hip hop production[image: External link].

A record producer or music producer or track producer oversees and manages the sound recording[image: External link] and production of a band or performer's music[image: External link], which may range from recording one song[image: External link] to recording a lengthy concept album[image: External link].[1] A producer has many roles during the recording process.[2] The roles of a producer vary. He or she may gather musical ideas for the project, collaborate with the artists to select cover tunes[image: External link] or original songs by the artist/group, work with artists and help them to improve their songs, lyrics or arrangements.

A producer may also:


	Select session musicians[image: External link] to play rhythm section[image: External link] accompaniment[image: External link] parts or solos

	Co-write.[3]


	Propose changes to the song arrangements, and

	
Coach[image: External link] the singers and musicians in the studio



The producer typically supervises the entire process from preproduction, through to the sound recording[image: External link] and mixing[image: External link] stages, and, in some cases, all the way to the audio mastering[image: External link] stage. The producer may perform these roles himself, or help select the engineer, and provide suggestions to the engineer. The producer may also pay session musicians and engineers and ensure that the entire project is completed within the record companies' budget.



TOP
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A record producer or music producer has a very broad role in overseeing and managing the recording and production of a band or performer's music[image: External link]. A producer has many roles that may include, but are not limited to, gathering ideas for the project, selecting songs or session musicians[image: External link], proposing changes to the song arrangements, coaching the artist and musicians in the studio, controlling the recording sessions, and supervising the entire process through audio mixing (recorded music)[image: External link] and, in some cases, to the audio mastering[image: External link] stage. Producers also often take on a wider entrepreneurial[image: External link] role, with responsibility for the budget, schedules, contracts, and negotiations. In the 2010s, the recording industry has two kinds of producers with different roles: executive producer[image: External link] and music producer. Executive producers oversee project finances while music producers oversee the creative process of recording songs or albums.

In most cases the music producer is also a competent arranger, composer, musician or songwriter who can bring fresh ideas to a project. As well as making any songwriting and arrangement adjustments, the producer often selects or gives suggestions to the mixing engineer, who takes the raw recorded tracks and edits and modifies them with hardware and software tools and creates a stereo or surround sound "mix" of all the individual voices sounds and instruments, which is in turn given further adjustment by a mastering engineer. The producer will also liaise with the recording engineer who concentrates on the technical aspects of recording, whereas the executive producer keeps an eye on the overall project's marketability.

Noted producer Phil Ek[image: External link] described his role as "the person who creatively guides or directs the process of making a record", like a director would a movie. Indeed, in Bollywood music[image: External link], the designation actually is music director. The music producer's job is to create, shape, and mold a piece of music. The scope of responsibility may be one or two songs or an artist's entire album – in which case the producer will typically develop an overall vision for the album and how the various songs may interrelate.
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 History




At the beginning of record industry, producer role was technically limited to record, in one shot, artists performing live.[4]

The role of producers changed progressively over the 1950s and 1960s due to technological developments. The development of multitrack recording[image: External link] caused a major change in the recording process. Before multitracking, all the elements of a song (lead vocals, backup vocals, rhythm section[image: External link] instrument accompaniment[image: External link], solos and orchestral parts) had to be performed simultaneously. All of these singers and musicians had to be assembled in a large studio and the performance had to be recorded. With multitrack recording, the "bed tracks" (rhythm section accompaniment parts such as the bassline[image: External link], drums and rhythm guitar could be recorded first, and then the vocals and solos could be added later, using as many "takes" (or attempts) as it took. As well, for a song that used 20 instruments, it was no longer necessary to get all the players in the studio at the same time. A pop band could record their backing tracks one week, and then a horn section[image: External link] could be brought in a week later to add horn shots and punches, and then a string section[image: External link] could be brought in a week after that.

While this facilitated the recording process and allow multiple takes, multitrack recording had another profound effect on music production: it enabled producers and audio engineers to create new sounds that would be impossible to do in a live performance-style recording. Examples include the psychedelic rock[image: External link] sound effects of the 1960s, e.g. playing back the sound of recorded instruments backwards or clanging the tape to produce unique sound effects. During the same period, the instruments of popular music began to shift from the acoustic instruments of traditional music[image: External link] ( piano[image: External link], upright bass[image: External link] and acoustic guitar[image: External link]) to electric piano[image: External link], electronic organ[image: External link], synthesizer[image: External link], electric bass[image: External link] and electric guitar[image: External link]. These new instruments were electric or electronic, and thus they used instrument amplifiers[image: External link] and speaker enclosures[image: External link] (speaker cabinets) to create sound.

Electric and electronic instruments and amplifiers enabled performers and producers to change the tone and sound of instruments to produce unique electric sounds that would be impossible to achieve with acoustic instruments and live performers, such as having a singer do her own backup vocals or having a guitarist play 15 layers of backing parts to her own solo.

New technologies like multitracking changed the goal of recording: A producer could blend together multiple takes and edit together different sections to create the desired sound. For example, in jazz fusion[image: External link] Bandleader-composer Miles Davis[image: External link]' album Bitches Brew[image: External link], the producer cut and edited sections together from extensive improvisation sessions.

Producers like Phil Spector[image: External link] and George Martin[image: External link] were soon creating recordings that were, in practical terms, almost impossible to realise in live performance. Producers became creative figures in the studio. Other examples of such engineers includes Joe Meek[image: External link], Teo Macero[image: External link], Brian Wilson[image: External link], and Biddu[image: External link].[5]

Another related phenomenon in the 1960s was the emergence of the performer-producer. As pop acts like The Beatles, The Rolling Stones[image: External link], The Beach Boys[image: External link] and The Kinks[image: External link] gained expertise in studio recording techniques, many of these groups eventually took over as (frequently uncredited) producers of their own work. Many recordings by acts such as The Rolling Stones[image: External link], The Kinks and The Who[image: External link] are officially credited to their various producers at the time, but a number of these performers have since asserted that many of their recordings in this period were, either wholly self-produced (e.g. The Rolling Stones' Decca recordings) or collaborations between the group and their recording engineer (e.g. The Small Faces' Immediate[image: External link] recordings, which were made with Olympic Studios[image: External link] engineer Glyn Johns[image: External link]).[nb 1]

The Beach Boys are probably the best example of the trend of artists becoming producers – within two years of the band's commercial breakthrough, group leader Brian Wilson had taken over from his father Murry, and he was sole producer of all their recordings between 1963 and 1967. Alongside The Beatles and Martin, Wilson also pioneered many production innovations – by 1964 he had developed Spector's techniques to a new level of sophistication, using multiple studios and multiple "takes" of instrumental and vocal components to capture the best possible combinations of sound and performance, and then using tape editing extensively to assemble a perfect composite performance from these elements.

At the end of the 20th century, digital recording and producing tools, then widespread availability of relatively affordable computers with music software made music producing more accessible.
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 Equipment and technology




There are numerous technologies utilized by record producers. In modern-day recordings, recording and mixing tasks are commonly centralized within computers using Digital Audio Workstations[image: External link] such as Pro Tools[image: External link], Logic Pro[image: External link], Ableton[image: External link], Cubase[image: External link], and FL Studio[image: External link], which all are often used with third party virtual studio technology plugins[image: External link].[6] Logic Pro and Pro Tools are considered the industry standard DAWs[image: External link].[7][8] However, there is also the main mixer, outboard effects gear, MIDI[image: External link] controllers, and the recording device itself.

While most music production is done using sophisticated software, some musicians and producers prefer the minutiae of older analog technology. Professor Albin Zak claims that the increased automation of both newer processes and newer instruments reduces the level of control and manipulation available to musicians and producers.[9]
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 Studio application




Production has changed drastically over the years with advancing technology. Where the producer's role has changed, they have always been seen as a jack of all trades[image: External link], as their duties require a broad knowledge of the recording process.[10]
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Pre-production refers to all the steps that bands take to prepare before they record their song or album. Many producers begin their role at this phase, which also includes songwriting and arrangement. The songwriting process for the producer is usually much more a role of critiquing than actual writing, but it is not uncommon to see them collecting royalties from artists they have produced for lyrics in their songs.[11]

Other aspects of pre-production include running through the song with the band and simply looking for what doesn't fit, then making the call to cut the area from the song or not. The producer may listen to the song and make suggestions about changing the arrangement or instrumentation (e.g., replacing an electric bass with an upright bass for a rockabilly song). In some cases, pre-production may involve recording the songs so that the producer and the band can hear how the arrangement and performance sounds. This pre-production recording may lead the band to modify the song and its arrangement.
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Tracking is the act of recording audio to a DAW (Digital Audio Workstation)[image: External link] or in some cases to tape. Even though digital technologies have widely supplanted the use of tape in studios, the older term "track" is still used in the 2010s. Tracking audio is primarily the role of the audio engineer[image: External link]. Producers work side by side with the artists while they play or sing their part and coach them on how to perform it and how to get the best technical accuracy (e.g., intonation). In some cases the producer will even sing a backup vocal or play an instrument.
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Post-production, commonly referred to as mixing, is the phase after tracking; the artist is far less involved in this stage. This will typically start with finalizing the arrangement via moving around audio files and cutting the instruments from the mix that are no longer necessary. After this the audio engineer will use effects to create the desired sound from each track within their DAW (Digital Audio Workstation). After this it is moved on to mastering[image: External link], which is usually the end of the producer's role in the project. A mastering engineer makes the final adjustments to a recording (compression, levels, etc.) so that the song meets the professional standards of songs for radio airplay or CD release.
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	Audio engineering[image: External link]

	Electronic music[image: External link]

	Hip hop production[image: External link]

	Music executive[image: External link]

	Musician[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Similarly, although The Beatles' productions were credited to George Martin throughout their recording career, many sources now attest that Lennon and McCartney in particular had an increasing influence on the production process as the group's career progressed, and especially after the band retired from touring in 1966. In an extreme example of this, Martin actually went on a two-week vacation as The Beatles were recording The White Album[image: External link]; production of several completed tracks on the album were credited to The Beatles on internal paperwork at Abbey Road Studios, although the released LP gave sole production credit to Martin.
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Executive Producer






Executive producer (EP) is a position in the making of a commercial entertainment[image: External link] product. Depending on the medium[image: External link], the executive producer may be concerned with management accounting[image: External link] or with associated legal issues (like copyrights[image: External link] or royalties[image: External link]).[1] In films, the executive producer generally contributes to the film's budget and usually does not work on set, in contrast to most other producers[image: External link].[2]
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 Motion pictures




Main article: Film producer[image: External link]


In films, an executive producer finances[image: External link] the film or participates in the creative effort, but does not work on the set. His/her responsibilities vary from funding[image: External link] or attracting investors into the movie project to legal[image: External link], scripting[image: External link], marketing[image: External link], advisory and supervising capacities.[3]

The crediting of executive producers in the film industry has risen over time. In the mid-to-late 1990s, there were an average of just under two executive producers per film. In 2000, the number jumped to 2.5 (more than the number of standard ' producers[image: External link]'). In 2013, there were an average of 4.4 executive producers per film, compared with 3.2 producers.[4]
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 Television




Main article: Television producer[image: External link]


In television, an executive producer usually supervises the creative content and the financial aspects of a production. Some writers (for example Stephen J. Cannell[image: External link], Tina Fey[image: External link] and Ryan Murphy[image: External link]) have worked as both the creator and the producer of the same TV show.[5] In case of multiple executive producers on a TV show, the one outranking the other is called the showrunner[image: External link],[6] or the operational executive producer.
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 Music




See also: Music executive[image: External link]


In recorded music, record labels[image: External link] distinguish between an executive producer and a record producer. The executive producer is responsible for business decisions and more recently, organizing the recordings along with the music producer, whereas the record producer produces the music. Sometimes the executive producer organises the recording and selects sound engineers[image: External link], session musicians[image: External link], et al.[7]
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 Video games




Main article: Video game producer[image: External link]


In the video game industry[image: External link], the title "executive producer" is not well-defined. It may refer to an external producer working for the publisher[image: External link], who works with the developers[image: External link]. In 2012, Jay-Z[image: External link] was announced as executive producer for NBA 2K13[image: External link]. His role consisted of appearing in an introduction, picking songs for the game's soundtrack and contributing to the design of its in-game menus "and other visual elements".[8][9]
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	Line producer[image: External link]

	Studio executive[image: External link]

	Creative executive[image: External link]

	Development executive[image: External link]

	Unit production manager[image: External link]

	Showrunner[image: External link]
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Ruthless Records






This article is about the hip hop record label. For the punk rock record label, see Ruthless Records (Chicago)[image: External link].

Ruthless is an American record label[image: External link], founded by Eazy-E. The record label was founded in Los Angeles, California in 1986.[1] The label's acts over the years have earned RIAA certifications of Platinum or higher on 15 of its released albums, including releases by N.W.A, Eazy-E, MC Ren, The D.O.C., Michel'le, J.J.Fad and Bone-Thugs-n-Harmony.
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 N.W.A days




Ruthless was formed as a vehicle for releases by N.W.A, as well as member and cofounder Eric "Eazy-E" Wright; its first successful single was Eazy's "Boyz-n-the-Hood", followed by N.W.A's " Dopeman[image: External link]", "8-Ball" and "Panic Zone", introductory to the group's N.W.A. and the Posse, a compilation album released under the group's name, albeit not on Ruthless. It also put out singles by underground California acts such as Frost[image: External link] and J.J. Fad[image: External link], but the label's first full-length release was N.W.A's Straight Outta Compton, which was eventually certified Triple Platinum by the RIAA.[2] Immediately following this was the release of Eazy's solo debut, Eazy-Duz-It.

As the six members went on tour in support of their project, some began to voice their displeasure with the financial situation at Ruthless. According to group member MC Ren, it was a common opinion that N.W.A manager and Ruthless co-founder Jerry Heller was the one receiving their due:


We felt he didn’t deserve what he was getting. We deserved that shit. We were the ones making the records, traveling in vans and driving all around the place. You do all those fucking shows trying to get known, and then you come home to a fucking apartment. Then you go to his house, and this motherfucker lives in a mansion. There’s gold leaf trimmings all in the bathroom and all kinds of other shit. You’re thinking, “Man, fuck that.”[3]



The label also experienced outside pressure due to the group. The success of their song "Fuck tha Police" led to a threatening F.B.I.[image: External link] letter to distributor Priority Records.[4] After coming off tour, group member Ice Cube voiced his opinions on the group's finances. Though Heller continually claims that everything was in order, and has even offered them to open the account books to prove his innocence,[5] the ensuing confrontation ended in Ice Cube leaving Ruthless without signing on as a solo artist, which the remaining members proceeded to do.

Nineteen eighty-eight also saw the release of J.J. Fad's gold-certified[6] album Supersonic[image: External link], produced by founding N.W.A member Arabian Prince and in 1989, singer Michel'le[image: External link]'s eponymous self-titled album[image: External link], and The D.O.C.'s critically acclaimed No One Can Do It Better[image: External link] (all released through Atlantic), all produced by N.W.A beatsmiths Dr. Dre and DJ Yella[image: External link]; following these efforts, Dre returned to N.W.A, producing the 100 Miles and Runnin' E.P. and the group's sophomore effort, Niggaz4Life, which reached Platinum status.[7] Above the Law[image: External link]'s Livin' Like Hustlers[image: External link] was also released during this period (by way of Epic Records).

In 1989, Eazy signed hip-hop's first white female rapper Tairrie B[image: External link] to Ruthless' new Comptown label subsidiary. She released her debut album The Power of a Woman in 1990 (through MCA Records) featuring the single and video for "Murder She Wrote" which Eazy and Philadelphia[image: External link] rapper Schoolly D appeared in. The album also featured guest vocals by Dr. Dre, D.O.C. and future House of Pain[image: External link] frontman Everlast[image: External link], and production by QDIII[image: External link].
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 N.W.A breakup & other Ruthless artists




Though N.W.A was highly successful, Dre was advised by The D.O.C. and the rapper's friend, Suge Knight, that he should leave the label to avoid any possible financial meddling by Heller and Eazy-E,[8] offering to extricate Dre from his Ruthless contract. Suge became such a problem for the label-heads that at one point Eazy-E allegedly suggested killing him, a move vetoed by Heller.[9] Eventually, Suge succeeded in procuring Dre, D.O.C. and Michel'le's contracts—through reportedly illicit means[10]—and proceeded to set up Death Row Records with the producer.

Now short of his main producer, Eazy-E signed various other acts that would assist him in a subsequent rivalry with Death Row. Gangsta Dresta and B.G. Knocc Out were among the most vocal of these rappers, with DJ Yella and new producer Rhythum D[image: External link] producing. While MC Ren stayed neutral, he remained with Ruthless, releasing several albums. Eazy-E released several high-profile albums dissing Dr. Dre, including most famously It's On (Dr. Dre) 187um Killa. Producer Big Hutch/Cold 187 um alleges that during this time period, with Ruthless switching distributors from Priority to Relativity Records, even Wright began to feel as though Heller wasn't being honest with the label's finances:


When the money started rolling and a lot of cats couldn’t come to the table and renegotiate…. Ya know, it was fucked up! That’s what was wrong. Like Eazy came to me one night and he said “Man, shit is fucked up, man.” Because he was at a point where even he was getting played by Jerry Heller.[11]



Eazy-E allegedly fired Jerry Heller, shortly before his death.[12]
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 Eazy-E's death




In March 1995, Eazy-E was diagnosed with HIV/AIDS; around this time he was beginning to work on his third album Money + Sex = Eazy. He had just signed the Cleveland[image: External link]-based group Bone Thugs-n-Harmony, whose 1994 EP release Creepin on ah Come Up[image: External link] was well received by critics and fans. Eazy was given executive producer credit on Bone Thugs' first full-length album, E 1999 Eternal[image: External link], which was released shortly after his death on March 26, 1995 of AIDS-related pneumonia[image: External link] in Los Angeles.[13] before the album's release. Their smash 1995 single "Tha Crossroads[image: External link]" was dedicated to Eazy-E and helped push the album to multi-platinum success.

Comptown Records Inc. is the parent company currently owned by Tomica Woods-Wright that she inherited from Eric Wright and Comptown Records owns Subsidiary Ruthless Records.[14] After his death, the label was taken over by Eazy-E's wife, Tomica Woods-Wright. Due to a shift in promotions and marketing, the label's artists began leaving for other recording homes. Into 1996, only MC Ren, Kid Frost and Bone Thugs-N-Harmony remained, and even those acts eventually departed, though re-releases of previous projects have appeared since then. Ruthless is now a division of Epic Records.

The label has had several distributors simultaneously. Early Ruthless releases were distributed by Macola Records (including certain material from JJ Fad which was made prior to the completion of the Supersonic[image: External link] album, which were at first released on Ruthless' short-lived Dream Team Records subsidiary), but that deal was short-lived and the rights reverted to Ruthless.All of N.W.A's releases and Eazy-E's first two solo albums on Ruthless Records were distributed by Priority Records, and the rights to these releases are now held by Priority's new owner, Capitol Records[image: External link]. Releases by The D.O.C[image: External link], Michel'le[image: External link], Yomo & Maulkie[image: External link] and JJ Fad[image: External link] were marketed through Atlantic Records[image: External link] or its subsidiary Atco Records[image: External link]. These master rights are still held by Atlantic's parent company, Warner Music Group[image: External link], while Above The Law[image: External link]'s releases were marketed through Epic Records and Giant Records[image: External link]. In 1994, Ruthless found exclusive distribution through Relativity Records, formerly a heavy metal label. Relativity was later folded into its parent company, Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]. Currently, Lil Eazy-E[image: External link] is signed to the label. The most recent album released through Ruthless was Hopsin[image: External link]'s Gazing at the Moonlight[image: External link].
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 Straight Outta Compton




With the success of Notorious[image: External link], New Line Cinema[image: External link] reps announced to Entertainment Weekly's "Hollywood Insider Blog" that N.W.A's story was in development to become a theatrical release. Filmmaker S. Leigh Savidge and radio veteran Alan Wenkus[image: External link] wrote the initial drafts of the screenplay, working closely with Tomica Woods-Wright. Later drafts were written by Andrea Berloff[image: External link] and, after New Line put the project in turnaround[image: External link] and it was picked up by Universal Pictures[image: External link], Jonathan Herman was brought on to do the final drafts of the script.[15] The film was produced by Tomica Woods-Wright, Ice Cube, Dr. Dre, Matt Alvarez, Scott Bernstein, and F. Gary Gray[image: External link], who also served as director. Straight Outta Compton[image: External link] was released in North American theaters on August 14, 2015. Eazy-E was portrayed by actor Jason Mitchell, with Paul Giamatti[image: External link] playing Jerry Heller.
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 Current artists





	Lil Eazy-E[image: External link]
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 Former artists






	Act
	Year

signed
	Releases

under the label



	Eazy-E
	Founder (Till death in 1995)
	5



	MC Ren
	1987 - 1999
	4



	N.W.A
	1987 - 1991
	3



	J.J. Fad[image: External link]
	1988 - 1991
	2



	The D.O.C.
	1988 - 1991
	1



	Michel'le[image: External link]
	1988 - 1991
	1



	Dr. Dre
	1989 - 1991
	—



	Yomo & Maulkie[image: External link]
	1989 - 1992
	1



	Jimmy Z[image: External link]
	1990 - 1991
	1



	Penthouse Players Clique[image: External link]
	1991 - 1993
	1



	Atban Klann
	1992 - 1995
	—



	H.W.A.[image: External link]
	1992 - 1995
	1



	Menajahtwa
	1992 - 1994
	1



	Blood of Abraham[image: External link]
	1993 - 1994
	1



	Dresta
	1993 - 1995
	—



	B.G. Knocc Out
	1993 - 1995
	—



	Rhythum D[image: External link]
	1993 - 1995
	—



	Bone Thugs-N-Harmony[image: External link]
	1993 - 2003
	5



	Krayzie Bone[image: External link]
	1993 - 2003
	1



	Bizzy Bone[image: External link]
	1993 - 2003
	1



	Layzie Bone[image: External link]
	1993 - 2003
	1



	Flesh-n-Bone[image: External link]
	1993 - 2003
	—



	Wish Bone[image: External link]
	1993 - 2003
	—



	DJ U-Neek[image: External link]
	1993 - 2003
	—



	Brownside[image: External link]
	1994 - 1995
	—



	G.B.M.
	1994 - 1995
	—



	Kid Frost[image: External link]
	1994 - 1997
	2



	NX Nation Unknown
	1997 - 2000
	—



	Hopsin[image: External link]
	2007 - 2010
	1



	Kokane[image: External link]
	1989-1995
	2
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Priority Records






Priority Records is an American distribution company[image: External link] and record label[image: External link] known for many highly successful artists including Eazy-E, Ice Cube, MC Ren, Dr. Dre, Ice-T, Jay-Z[image: External link], Mack 10[image: External link], Master P[image: External link], Mia X[image: External link], Mystikal[image: External link], N.W.A, Snoop Dogg, Silkk the Shocker[image: External link] & Westside Connection[image: External link] amongst others. It also distributed many highly successful hip hop record labels including Death Row Records, Hoo-Bangin' Records[image: External link], No Limit Records[image: External link], Posthuman Records[image: External link], Rap-A-Lot Records[image: External link], Rawkus Records[image: External link], Roc-A-Fella Records[image: External link], Ruthless Records & Wu-Tang Records[image: External link] amongst others.
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 Company history
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 Beginnings (1985–1996)




The Los Angeles-based company (with no ties or relations to a previous Priority Records label that was a subsidiary of what was then CBS Records[image: External link]) was formed in 1985 by three former K-tel[image: External link] executives: Bryan Turner, Mark Cerami and Steve Drath. Initial funding was provided by R-tek, a company headed by former K-tel board members: Ray and Harold Kives, and their company took an initial 50% ownership in Priority. Priority bought out the R-tek interest in 1987.

To support early operations, Priority Records licensed repertoire from others and released compilation albums but soon began to develop its own significant artist roster. Priority Records was able to achieve unrivaled success as an independent label by developing a precedent-setting "street-based" formula of underground marketing which bypassed mainstream radio. Their unique approach allowed Priority to sell millions of records without entering into the fiercely competitive major label battles over radio airplay. Priority's strategic marketing team was developed by Vice President Alyssa Pisano, who led Priority's Marketing and Creative Services Department between 1987 and 1996. Priority's roster featured numerous gold, platinum and multi-platinum artists, including N.W.A, Ice Cube, MC Ren, Eazy-E, Master P[image: External link], Snoop Dogg, Silkk the Shocker[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Paris[image: External link], Mack 10[image: External link], 504 Boyz[image: External link], C-Murder[image: External link], Mia X[image: External link], Westside Connection[image: External link], No Limit[image: External link] and Ice-T.
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 EMI acquisition (1996–2004)




In the early 1990s, the label struck up a distribution deal with EMI[image: External link], while continuing to operate independently. EMI bought a 50% stake in Priority in 1996, and the remainder in 1998. Despite EMI's full ownership, Priority continued to be independently managed company until 2001, when its operations were merged into EMI’s major US subsidiary, Capitol Records[image: External link]. Priority was absorbed into Capitol Records in 2004 and ceased operations.
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 Relaunch (2006–2013)




In late 2006[image: External link], EMI revived Priority Records, and it was supposed to start releasing new records again but never did except for a couple compilation and greatest hits albums from the likes of N.W.A, Westside Connection, Mack 10, and Ice Cube. In 2009[image: External link], Snoop Dogg was appointed creative chairman of the label; Priority released his tenth studio album, Malice N Wonderland[image: External link] on December 8, 2009. In July 2013 Priority was re-launched via a joint venture between Capitol Records[image: External link] and Insurgency Music. Based at the Capitol Records Building[image: External link] in Los Angeles, the new Priority Records will be a producer centric label that focuses on a broader array of music genres, in addition to its long standing commitment to Hip hop music.
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 Second Relaunch (2015-present)




In 2017 due to the success of the 2015 American biographical film[image: External link] Straight Outta Compton that was based on Priority Records former highly successful renowned signed group N.W.A & the successful push from the sales on their highly successful renowned album Straight Outta Compton which would officially go 3x Platinum[image: External link] on November 11, 2015 after 28 years from its official release, Priority Records would relaunch itself independently once again.[1]
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 Current artists






	AD & Sorry Jaynari[2]


	DJ Trauma[2]


	Fre$h[2]


	G Perico[2]


	Jake&Papa[2]


	John Hart[2]


	Kris Kelli[2]


	MajoreKing[2]


	Mani[2]


	Rico Richie[2]


	Ripp Flamez[2]


	Snoh Aalegra[2]


	Tia London[2]


	Young Giantz[2]
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 Formerly associated labels and imprints





	Black Market Records

	Capitol Music Group[image: External link]

	
Death Row Records (1992)

	
Doggy Style Records[image: External link] (2009-2011)

	
Hoo-Bangin' Records[image: External link] (1998-2000)

	
Lench Mob Records[image: External link] (1990-1993; 1998-2000)

	Metal Blade Records[image: External link]

	
No Limit Records[image: External link] (1995-2001)

	Posthuman Records[image: External link]

	
Rap-A-Lot Records[image: External link] (1991-1994)

	
Rawkus Records[image: External link] (1999-2002)

	Rhythm Safari

	
Roc-A-Fella Records[image: External link] (1996)

	
Ruthless Records (1988-1992)

	Scarface Records

	Tass Radio Records

	Wu-Tang Records[image: External link]
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	Former Priority Records artists[image: External link]
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	List of record labels[image: External link]

	Priority Records discography[image: External link]
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Relativity Records






Relativity Records, often self-identified as Relativity, was an American record label[image: External link] founded by Barry Kobrin at the site of his company, Important Record Distributors[image: External link] (IRD) in metro New York. Early on, as an indie label[image: External link], Relativity released music in a variety of styles, including dance, jazz[image: External link], punk[image: External link], and progressive rock[image: External link]. As it grew and became associated with Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link], it became more known for its popular metal and hip-hop[image: External link] releases.
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 History




Although it was reportedly established in 1985, there is evidence that the brand began c. 1982 as an in-house IRD label.[1]

In the 1980s, Relativity was mostly focused on rock music, including heavy metal and punk rock. Releases in this genre were split among Relativity and its sister labels Combat[image: External link] and In-Effect Records, which folded back into the main Relativity label in 1990. Around 1992, the label went under restructuring and did limited partnership deals with two regional independent hip hop record labels, Suave Records and Ruthless Records in 1995. ed.[2]
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 RED




IRD became Relativity Entertainment Distribution at some point.[ when?[image: External link]] This company was renamed RED Distribution[image: External link] when acquired by Sony in 2007.
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Epic Records






This article is about the American record company. For Japan's music label (Epic Records Japan), see Epic/Sony Records[image: External link].

Epic Records is an American[image: External link] record label[image: External link] owned by Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link], a subsidiary of Sony Corporation of America, Inc.[image: External link]. Epic was founded predominantly as a jazz[image: External link] and classical[image: External link] music label in 1953. It later expanded its scope to include a more diverse range of musical genres, including pop[image: External link], R&B[image: External link], rock[image: External link] and hip hop. Historically, the label has housed popular acts such as Michael Jackson[image: External link], Cheap Trick[image: External link], Shakira[image: External link], Celine Dion[image: External link], ABBA[image: External link], Anastacia[image: External link], Boston[image: External link], Dave Clark Five[image: External link], Gloria Estefan[image: External link], Pearl Jam[image: External link] and Sly & the Family Stone[image: External link].[1]

Along with Columbia[image: External link] and RCA Records[image: External link], Epic is one of Sony Music Entertainment's three main record labels. Artists currently signed to Epic as of 2017 include Fiona Apple[image: External link], Sara Bareilles[image: External link], Mariah Carey[image: External link], Keyshia Cole[image: External link], Future[image: External link], Fifth Harmony[image: External link], Jennifer Hudson[image: External link], Zara Larsson[image: External link], Jennifer Lopez[image: External link], Outkast[image: External link], Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link], Judas Priest[image: External link], Busta Rhymes[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], Sade[image: External link], 21 Savage[image: External link], Travis Scott[image: External link] and Meghan Trainor[image: External link].[2]
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 Beginnings




Epic Records was launched in 1953 by the Columbia Records[image: External link] unit of CBS[image: External link] for the purpose of marketing jazz[image: External link], pop[image: External link] and classical music[image: External link] that did not fit the theme of its more mainstream Columbia Records[image: External link] label. Initial classical music releases were from Philips Records[image: External link] which distributed Columbia product in Europe.[3] Pop talent on co-owned Okeh Records[image: External link] were transferred to Epic which made Okeh a rhythm and blues[image: External link] label.[4] Epic's bright-yellow, black, and blue logo became a familiar trademark for many jazz and classical releases. This has included such notables as the Berlin Philharmonic[image: External link], Charles Rosen[image: External link], the Juilliard String Quartet[image: External link], Antal Doráti[image: External link] conducting the Hague Philharmonic and George Szell[image: External link] conducting the Cleveland Orchestra[image: External link].
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 Expansion of genres and mainstream success




By 1960, the label's musical base had been expanded to include all genres. This was done in part to prevent the roster of Columbia Records (which, at the time, had a reputation for releasing material by more established acts) from being overstuffed with newer artists.[citation needed[image: External link]] Subsequently, Epic became better known for its signing of newer, fledgling acts. By the end of the 1960s, Epic earned its first gold records and had evolved into a formidable hit-making force in rock and roll[image: External link], R&B[image: External link] and country music[image: External link]. Among its many acts, it included Roy Hamilton[image: External link], Bobby Vinton[image: External link], The Dave Clark Five[image: External link], The Hollies[image: External link], Tammy Wynette[image: External link], Donovan[image: External link], The Yardbirds[image: External link], Lulu[image: External link], July[image: External link], Helen Shapiro[image: External link] and Jeff Beck[image: External link]. Several of the British artists on the Epic roster during the 1960s were the result of CBS's Epic/ Okeh[image: External link] units' international distribution deal with EMI[image: External link]; Epic recordings were issued by EMI on the Columbia[image: External link] label.

Also during the 1960s, Epic oversaw the smaller subsidiary[image: External link] CBS labels including Okeh Records and Date Records[image: External link]. In 1968, Epic recordings began being distributed in the UK by CBS after the distribution deal with EMI expired that year;[5] Epic itself launched in England around 1971.[6]

Epic was involved in a notable "trade" of artists. Graham Nash[image: External link] was signed to Epic because of his membership in The Hollies. When the newly formed Crosby, Stills & Nash[image: External link] wanted to sign with Atlantic Records[image: External link], Ahmet Ertegün[image: External link] worked out a deal with Clive Davis[image: External link] whereby Richie Furay[image: External link]'s new band Poco[image: External link] (having signed with Atlantic due to Furay's contract from being in Buffalo Springfield[image: External link]) would sign with Epic.[7]

Epic's commercial success continued to grow in the 1970s with releases from ABBA[image: External link] in the UK, Boston[image: External link], Cheap Trick[image: External link], The Clash[image: External link], Charlie Daniels[image: External link], Gabriel, Heart[image: External link], Heatwave[image: External link], The Isley Brothers[image: External link], The Jacksons[image: External link], George Jones[image: External link], Labelle[image: External link], Meat Loaf[image: External link], Johnny Nash[image: External link], Ted Nugent[image: External link], REO Speedwagon[image: External link], Minnie Riperton[image: External link], Pegasus, Charlie Rich[image: External link], Sly & the Family Stone[image: External link], Steve Vai[image: External link], and Edgar Winter[image: External link]. Also contributing to the label's success was its distribution of Philadelphia International Records[image: External link], which produced additional hit records by acts such as The Three Degrees[image: External link] and McFadden and Whitehead[image: External link].

Its 1980s and 1990s mainstream success were fueled by its signing and releasing of albums by notable acts such as Michael Jackson[image: External link], Teena Marie[image: External link], Shakin' Stevens, Culture Club[image: External link], Gloria Estefan[image: External link] and the Miami Sound Machine[image: External link], Adam Ant[image: External link], Living Colour[image: External link], Incubus[image: External link], Dead or Alive[image: External link], Europe[image: External link], Cyndi Lauper[image: External link], Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link], Korn[image: External link], Pearl Jam[image: External link], Sade[image: External link], Luther Vandross[image: External link], Stevie Ray Vaughan[image: External link], Rage Against the Machine[image: External link] and Céline Dion[image: External link], among others. The label's greatest financial payoff came via the release Thriller[image: External link], the 1982[image: External link] album by Michael Jackson, which went on to achieve approximately 51–65 million in worldwide sales, becoming the biggest selling album in history.[8][9][10]
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 Late 1980s–2000s




Sony bought CBS Records in 1987, and the company was renamed Sony Music in 1991. In 2004, Sony merged with another powerhouse music distributor, BMG[image: External link], bringing labels such as BMG's RCA, Arista and Jive plus Sony's Columbia, Epic and many others under one parent company, Sony BMG. In February 2009[image: External link], singer and songwriter Amanda Ghost[image: External link] was appointed president of Epic Records.[11] Later in the year, Sony BMG Music (during a reconsolidation of labels) merged Epic and Columbia's operations, and subsequently formed the Columbia/Epic Label Group[image: External link] — but both labels continue to operate as separate brands. Sony BMG's Legacy Recordings[image: External link] reissues the company's classic and catalog titles.

In addition, in the 1990s, European operations of Sony Music were integrated into two separate labels, Epic and Columbia. It was followed by Australian and New Zealand operation of Sony Music in 1997.

The Japanese operation is called Epic Records Japan Inc.[image: External link]
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 2010–present




In July 2011, L.A. Reid[image: External link] became the CEO of Epic Records.[12] [13][14] Under Reid's tenure, artists such as TLC[image: External link], Toni Braxton[image: External link], Avril Lavigne[image: External link], Outkast[image: External link], Future[image: External link], Yo Gotti[image: External link] and Ciara[image: External link] signed with Epic.[15][16] Epic also signed the winners of The X Factor[image: External link] during the seasons that Reid appeared on the show.[17]

It was confirmed in February 2012 that Sylvia Rhone[image: External link], former president of Universal Motown[image: External link], would launch a new label, Vested In Culture, through Epic Records.[18][19] In March 2014, Rhone was appointed president of Epic.[20]

In November 2014, it was announced that Mosley Music Group[image: External link] created a joint venture with Sony Music, and that the imprint would be distributed by Epic. It formerly operated under Interscope Geffen A&M[image: External link] from 2006 until late 2014. In the terms of the new partnership, Epic would provide marketing, publicity, handle distribution and overall label services for the imprint. The joint venture was created due to Timbaland[image: External link]'s recent collaboration with L.A. Reid on Michael Jackson's "Xscape". Most of MMG's roster would be registered under the Epic imprint, with OneRepublic[image: External link] to remain with Interscope Records[image: External link].[21]

On January 30, 2015, it was announced that Mariah Carey[image: External link] had left her former label, Def Jam Recordings[image: External link], to reunite with Reid at Epic. He had worked with Carey at Def Jam under The Island Def Jam Music Group[image: External link] in 2004..[22][23] That same month, it was announced that R&B group Jodeci[image: External link] had signed to the label and planned to release their first studio album in 20 years.[24][25]

Wondaland Records, singer Janelle Monáe[image: External link]'s imprint, entered into a joint venture with Epic in 2015.[26] Acts on Wondaland include Jidenna[image: External link], St. Beauty[image: External link], Deep Cotton[image: External link] and Roman GianArthur[image: External link].[27]

On March 2, 2016, it was announced that Jennifer Lopez[image: External link] had rejoined the label, six years after leaving in favor of Island Def Jam and Capitol Records[image: External link]. Lopez's multi-album deal not only reunited the singer with the label, but also with Reid, whom she signed with at Island Def Jam in 2010.[28] On January 18, 2017, it was announced that Atlanta rapper 21 Savage[image: External link] had signed to Epic Records.[29]

In May 2017 Reid was fired for sexual harassment.[12]
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 Former





	
550 Music[image: External link] (1993–2000)

	
Blue Sky[image: External link] (1974–1982)

	
Caribou Records[image: External link] (1976–1985)

	
Cold Chillin' Records[image: External link] (1993–1999)

	
Date Records[image: External link] (1960s)

	Epic Records Nashville (? - May 2006)

	
Epic Soundtrax[image: External link] (1992–1997)

	
Epic Street[image: External link] (1993–1998)

	
Cleveland International Records[image: External link] (1976–1983)

	
CTI Records[image: External link] (1980)

	
Tuff City Records[image: External link] (1983–1984)

	
Hidden Beach Records[image: External link] (1998–2007)

	
Glacial Pace[image: External link] (mid-1990s)

	
Invictus Records[image: External link] (1973–1976)

	
Jet Records[image: External link] (1978–1983)

	
Kirshner Records[image: External link] (1974–1983)

	MJJ Music (1988-2001)

	
Nemperor Records[image: External link] (1977–1990)

	
Ode Records[image: External link] (1967–1969, 1976–1979)

	
OKeh Records[image: External link] (1965–1970, 1994–2000)

	
Pasha Records[image: External link] (1979–1990)

	
Philadelphia International Records[image: External link] (1971–1984)

	
Portrait Records[image: External link] (1976–1992)

	
Ruthless Records (1990, 1999–2009, defunct)

	
Scotti Brothers[image: External link] (1979–1988)

	
SOLAR Records[image: External link] (1989–1993)

	
T-Neck Records[image: External link] (1972–1984)

	
Tabu Records[image: External link] (1978–1991)

	
The WORK Group[image: External link] (1994–1999)

	
Virgin Records[image: External link] (1976–1978), (1982–1986)
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 Epic Records artists




Main article: List of Epic Records artists[image: External link]
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 Logos




Unlike sister label Columbia, Epic went through five different logos since its launch. Some logos were temporarily revived for period reissues. The years shown below list the time served as the label's primary logo.
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 See also





	List of record labels[image: External link]

	
Epic/Sony Records[image: External link] ( Japanese[image: External link] branch of Epic Records)

	RCA Records[image: External link]

	Columbia Records[image: External link]
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MCA Records






MCA Records was an American-based record company owned by MCA Inc.[image: External link], which later gave way to the larger MCA Music Entertainment Group (now Universal Music Group[image: External link]), of which MCA Records was still part. MCA's country division, MCA Nashville[image: External link], is a still active imprint of Universal Music Group Nashville[image: External link].
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 Pre-history




MCA Inc., a powerful talent agency and a television production company, entered the recorded music business in 1962 with the purchase of the New York[image: External link]-based US Decca Records[image: External link] (established in 1934[1]), including Coral Records[image: External link] and Brunswick Records[image: External link]. MCA was forced to exit the talent agency business in order to complete the merger. As American Decca owned Universal Pictures[image: External link], MCA assumed full ownership of Universal and made it into the top film studio in town, producing hit after hit.[2] In 1966, MCA formed Uni Records[image: External link][3] and in 1967 purchased Kapp Records[image: External link][4] which was placed under Uni Records management.[5]
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 History
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 MCA Records formation in the U.K.




In 1937, the owner of Decca, E. R. Lewis[image: External link], chose to split off the U.K. Decca company from the U.S. company (keeping his U.S. Decca holdings), fearing the financial damage that would arise for U.K. Companies if the emerging hostilities of Nazi Germany[image: External link] should lead to war – correctly foreseeing World War II[image: External link]. Lewis sold the remainder of his U.S. Decca holdings when war did break out.[6] MCA's U.S.-based Decca Records kept the rights to the Decca name in North and South America and parts of Asia including Japan. U.K. Decca owned the rights to the Decca name in the rest of the world. After the war, British Decca formed a new U.S. subsidiary, London Records[image: External link].

During this time U.S. Decca issued records outside North America on the Brunswick and Coral labels. In 1967, Brunswick and Coral were replaced by the MCA label to release U.S. Decca and Kapp label material outside North America.[7][8] Initial activity as MCA Records was based in London[image: External link] and MCA Records UK was formally launched on February 16, 1968.[9] Among the early artists on the MCA label, around 1971, were groups Wishbone Ash[image: External link], Osibisa[image: External link], Stackridge[image: External link] and Budgie[image: External link], and solo artists Tony Christie[image: External link], Mick Greenwood[image: External link] and Roy Young[image: External link].[10] Early MCA releases were distributed by U.K. Decca but it moved to EMI[image: External link] in 1974. In 1979, distribution moved to CBS[image: External link], while the last releases in the 1980s were self-distributed. As the U.S. division of MCA Records was not established until 1972, the earliest U.K. MCA Records material was released in the U.S. on either Kapp or Decca.

MCA U.K. also issued American Brunswick material on the MCA label until MCA lost control of Brunswick in 1970 after which American Brunswick material was issued in the UK on the revived Brunswick label. Uni label material was issued on the Uni label worldwide.
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 MCA Records formation in Canada and the United States




In 1970, MCA reorganized its Canadian record company Compo Company[image: External link] Ltd. into MCA Records (Canada).[11] In April 1970, former Warner Bros. Records[image: External link] president Mike Maitland joined MCA and initially served as Decca's general manager. Maitland was unsuccessful in his attempt to consolidate Warner Bros. Records with co-owned Atlantic Records[image: External link] which led to his departure from Warner.

In April 1971, Maitland supervised the consolidation of the New York[image: External link]-based Decca and Kapp labels plus the California-based Uni label into MCA Records based in Universal City, California[image: External link], with Maitland serving as president.[12] The three labels maintained their identities for a short time but were retired in favor of the MCA label in 1973.[3][13] "Drift Away[image: External link]" by Dobie Gray[image: External link] became the final Decca pop label release in the U.S in 1973. Beginning the same year the catalogs of Decca, Uni and Kapp were reissued in the U.S. on the MCA label under the supervision of veteran Decca producer Milt Gabler[image: External link].[14]
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 Early success




The first MCA Records release in the U.S. was former Uni artist Elton John[image: External link]'s "Crocodile Rock[image: External link]" single in 1972, which appeared on a plain black and white label.[15] Immediately following this the U.S. MCA label used a black with curved rainbow design until the late 1970s. This design was directly inspired by the U.S. Decca label of the 1960s.

In December 1972, Neil Diamond[image: External link], another Uni artist, reached superstar status with his first MCA release, the live multi-platinum Hot August Night[image: External link]. Elton John's double album[image: External link] Goodbye Yellow Brick Road[image: External link] was released in October 1973 and was number one on the U.S. Billboard 200 albums chart for eight straight weeks. The management of former Decca artists the Who[image: External link] had formed their own label Track Records[image: External link] in the U.K. but were still under contract with MCA for U.S. distribution. The Who's double album Quadrophenia[image: External link] was released by Track/MCA also in October 1973. Quadrophenia peaked at number 2 as it was held back from the number 1 slot by Goodbye Yellow Brick Road.

Other successful artists on MCA after the consolidation included former Kapp artist Cher[image: External link], and Uni artist Olivia Newton-John[image: External link]. MCA released the highly successful soundtrack album to the 1973 film The Sting[image: External link]. The soundtrack music was arranged and conducted by Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link] and won an Academy Award for Best Original Score[image: External link] (MCA issued many other soundtracks to films from Universal, along with some non-Universal films).

One of the most successful new MCA artists in this era was the rock band Lynyrd Skynyrd[image: External link]. Originating from Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link], the group would go on to become one of the most popular in the Southern rock[image: External link] genre. The group was discovered and produced by Al Kooper[image: External link] and the records were initially released on Kooper's yellow "Sounds of the South" label imprint of MCA. The song "Free Bird[image: External link]" peaked at #19 on the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] chart in edited form, but the full-length version became one of the most popular songs of all time on album-oriented rock[image: External link] radio stations. On the second album, Second Helping[image: External link], the group recorded a song about their relationship with the label called, "Workin' for MCA". Three Lynyrd Skynyrd albums reached the double platinum sales level and at least two others reached platinum or gold levels. The album Street Survivors[image: External link] was released in October 1977, just prior to a tragic plane crash[image: External link] in rural Mississippi in which members of the group were either killed or severely injured. The original Street Survivors cover had a picture of the band members surrounded by flames, but this was quickly substituted for a revised design without flames. Though a latter version of the group enjoyed success, Lynyrd Skynyrd's streak of hits ended after the crash.

During the 1970s and 1980s MCA profited from reissuing classic early rock and roll[image: External link] recordings made by artists who recorded for the numerous labels absorbed by MCA. One notable example was the 1954 Decca recording "Rock Around the Clock[image: External link]" by Bill Haley & His Comets[image: External link], which was featured as the lead track of MCA's No. 1-charting American Graffiti[image: External link] soundtrack album, and as a single returned to the American top 40 that year, 20 years after it was recorded.
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 Expansion and struggles




In 1977 MCA president Sidney Sheinberg[image: External link] set up the Infinity Records[image: External link] division, based in New York City[image: External link] with Ron Alexenberg as CEO. Alexenberg had been with the Epic division of CBS Records, now Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]. The intention was to give MCA a stronger presence on the East Coast. The only big hit the Infinity label had was Escape[image: External link] by Rupert Holmes[image: External link] which was #1 at the end of 1979. Infinity also had some success with Hot Chocolate[image: External link], Spyro Gyra[image: External link], New England[image: External link] and TKO[image: External link]. But MCA pulled the plug on Infinity after it failed to sell most of the 1 million advance copies of an album featuring Pope[image: External link] John Paul II[image: External link] in October 1979. Infinity was fully absorbed by the parent company in 1980.

In 1979, Bob Siner replaced Maitland as MCA Records president.[16] Shortly afterwards, MCA acquired ABC Records[image: External link] along with its subsidiaries Paramount[image: External link], Dunhill[image: External link], Impulse![image: External link], Westminster[image: External link], and Dot[image: External link].[17] ABC had acquired the Paramount and Dot labels when they purchased Gulf+Western[image: External link]'s record labels and Famous Music Corp[image: External link]. Thus MCA now controlled material once owned by Paramount Pictures, the music released by Paramount's record labels, and the pre-1950 films by Paramount as well. Also included in the deal were recordings controlled by ABC, including albums by Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers[image: External link] which were originally released by Shelter Records[image: External link]. Petty was furious about the reassignment of his contract and refused to record for MCA. This led to a series of lawsuits, which resulted in his bankruptcy in 1980. Petty and other ABC/Shelter artists eventually had their contracts transferred to the Backstreet Records[image: External link] label, which was distributed by MCA. ABC Records' independent distributors sued ABC and MCA for $1.3 million in damages for being stuck with unsold ABC recordings they could not return to MCA.[18][19] The better selling ABC Records catalog albums were reissued on the MCA label.[20]

The combined effects of the Infinity Records failure, the purchase of ABC Records, rising vinyl costs and a major slump in record sales produced tremendous losses for the company between 1979 and 1982. It was not until the mid-1980s that the record labels returned to significant profitability. In late 1980 MCA received negative publicity when it attempted to raise the list price of new releases by top selling artists from $8.98 to $9.98. This policy, known as "superstar pricing", ultimately failed. The Xanadu[image: External link] soundtrack album and former ABC artist Steely Dan[image: External link]'s Gaucho[image: External link] were the first $9.98 list albums. Backstreet artist Tom Petty succeeded in his campaign to force MCA to drop prices back to $8.98 for his album Hard Promises[image: External link] released in May 1981.[21]
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 Recovery, further expansion and MCA Music Entertainment Group formation




From 1983 to 1989, MCA Records was headed by Irving Azoff[image: External link], a record executive who receives credit amongst its management and staff for saving the company from bankruptcy. Azoff resigned from MCA in 1989 to form his own record label, Giant Records[image: External link], now defunct. Richard Palmese[image: External link] was named president of MCA Records after Azoff in 1990.[22]

In this period, MCA signed a distribution agreement with WEA international which lasted until 1990.[citation needed[image: External link]] In the late 1980s, MCA formed Mechanic Records as a sub-label for releasing heavy metal music[image: External link]. Bands signed to Mechanic included Voivod[image: External link], Dream Theater[image: External link], Bang Tango[image: External link], and Trixter[image: External link]. In 1993 William Knoedelseder[image: External link], a business writer for the Los Angeles Times, released the book "Stiffed: A True Story of MCA, the Music Business, and the Mafia". This volume detailed MCA's connections to organized crime[image: External link] during the 1980s.

The Chess Records[image: External link] catalog was acquired from the remnants of Sugar Hill Records[image: External link] in 1985. Motown Records[image: External link] was bought in 1988 (and sold to PolyGram[image: External link] in 1993). GRP Records[image: External link] and Geffen Records[image: External link] were acquired in 1990. Unlike most of MCA's previous acquisitions, the GRP (which began managing MCA's jazz holdings) and Geffen (which became a second mainstream subsidiary) labels kept their identities and MCA created a new holding company in 1989 called MCA Music Entertainment Group, headed by Al Teller, former President of United Artists Records, and Co-Chairman of Turf Classics, a concert production company, run by Producer Richard Flanzer; among several other music industry positions Teller held.[23] with Palmese continuing to run the MCA label. In the same year, the MCA Inc. parent company was purchased by the Matsushita group[image: External link].
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 Universal Music Group




In 1995, Seagram Company Ltd.[image: External link] acquired 80% of MCA. In November of that year, Teller was fired and replaced by former Warner Music Group[image: External link] head Doug Morris[image: External link].[24] Palmese left MCA a week later.[25] The following year, the new owners dropped the MCA name; the company became Universal Studios, Inc.[image: External link] and its music division, MCA Music Entertainment Group, was renamed Universal Music Group[image: External link] (UMG), headed by Morris.

In 1997, MCA Records adopted a new logo that featured the parent company's former full name. Many younger people had been unaware of what MCA had stood for in the past, hence the new logo.

In 1998 Seagram acquired PolyGram[image: External link] (owner of British Decca) from Philips[image: External link] and merged it with its music holdings. When Seagram's drinks business was bought by France[image: External link]-based Pernod Ricard[image: External link], its media holdings (including Universal) were sold to Vivendi[image: External link] which became Vivendi Universal which was later renamed back to Vivendi SA after selling most of the entertainment division (which included Universal Pictures[image: External link]) to General Electric[image: External link]. Morris continued to head the combined company, still called Universal Music Group.
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 MCA label phaseout




In spring 2003, the MCA label was absorbed by sister UMG label Geffen Records[image: External link].[26] Today Universal Music Enterprises[image: External link] manages MCA's rock, pop, and urban back catalogues (including those from ABC Records and Famous Music Group) in conjunction with Geffen - UME and Geffen have re-released various albums from MCA in the years since, as well as several compilations. Its country music[image: External link] label MCA Nashville Records[image: External link] is still in operation, and is the only business using the MCA trademark as of 2016. MCA's jazz[image: External link] catalogue is managed by Verve Records[image: External link] (through the Impulse![image: External link] and GRP[image: External link] imprints, depending on whether the recording was acquired from ABC or not), while its classical music[image: External link] catalogue is managed by Deutsche Grammophon[image: External link]. MCA's musical theatre[image: External link] catalogue is managed by Decca Records[image: External link] on its Decca Broadway[image: External link] imprint.
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 MCA Records recording artists




Main article: List of MCA Records artists[image: External link]
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N.W.A






This article is about the hip hop group. For other uses, see NWA (disambiguation)[image: External link].

N.W.A (an abbreviation for Niggaz Wit Attitudes)[1][2][3] was an American hip hop group from Compton, California. They were among the earliest and most significant popularizers and controversial figures of the gangsta rap subgenre, and are widely considered one of the greatest and most influential groups in the history of hip hop music.[4] Active from 1986 to 1991, the rap group endured controversy owing to their music's explicit lyrics, which many viewed as being disrespectful to women, as well as to its glorification of drugs and crime.[5] The group was subsequently banned from many mainstream American radio stations. In spite of this, the group has sold over 10 million units in the United States alone. The group was also known for their deep hatred of the police system, which sparked much controversy over the years.

The original lineup formed in 1986 consisted of Arabian Prince, Dr. Dre, Eazy-E, and Ice Cube. DJ Yella[image: External link] and MC Ren joined later, with Arabian Prince eventually leaving shortly before the official release of Straight Outta Compton, which came out in 1988, and Ice Cube following suit in December 1989. Eazy-E, Ice Cube, MC Ren and Dr. Dre would later become platinum[image: External link]-selling solo artists in the 1990s. Their debut album Straight Outta Compton marked the beginning of the new gangsta rap era as the production and social commentary in their lyrics were revolutionary within the genre, while their second album Niggaz4Life would be the first hardcore rap album to debut at number one on the Billboard 200 sales charts.[3] Rolling Stone[image: External link] ranked N.W.A number 83 on their list of the "100 Greatest Artists of All Time".[6] In 2016, the group was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link], following three previous nominations.
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 History
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 Formation and "Panic Zone" (1986–88)




The group was assembled by Compton-based Eazy-E, who co-founded Ruthless Records with Jerry Heller. Eazy-E sought an introduction to Steve Yano. Although initially rebuffed, Yano was impressed by Eazy-E's persistence and arranged a meeting with Dr. Dre.[7] Initially, N.W.A consisted of Eazy-E and Dr. Dre. Together with fellow producer Arabian Prince, Ice Cube was added to the roster after he had started out as a rapper for the group C.I.A.[image: External link][8] Dre would later bring DJ Yella[image: External link] on board as well.[9] Dre and Yella were both formerly members of the World Class Wreckin' Cru as DJs and producers. Ruthless released the single "Panic Zone" in 1987 with Macola Records, which was later included on the compilation album N.W.A. and the Posse. N.W.A was still in its developing stages, and is only credited on three of the eleven tracks, notably the uncharacteristic record "Panic Zone", "8-Ball", and "Dopeman", which marked the first collaboration of Arabian Prince, DJ Yella, Dr. Dre, and Ice Cube. Mexican rapper Krazy-Dee co-wrote "Panic Zone", which was originally called "Hispanic Zone", but the title was later changed when Dr. Dre advised Krazy-Dee that the word "hispanic" would hinder sales.[10] Also included was Eazy-E's solo track "Boyz-n-the-Hood".[11]
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 Straight Outta Compton, Eazy-Duz-It (1988–89)




N.W.A released their debut studio album, Straight Outta Compton, in 1988. With its famous opening salvo of three tracks, the group reflected the rising anger of the urban youth. The opening song "Straight Outta Compton" introduced the group, "Fuck tha Police" protested police brutality[image: External link] and racial profiling[image: External link], and "Gangsta Gangsta" painted the worldview[image: External link] of the inner-city youth. While the group was later credited with pioneering the burgeoning subgenre of gangsta rap, N.W.A referred to their music as "reality rap".[12] Twenty-seven years later, member and co-producer of the Straight Outta Compton film, Ice Cube, commented "they were talking about what really led into the style that we ended up doing, which is now called hardcore gangster rap."[13] Dr. Dre and DJ Yella, as HighPowered Productions, composed the beats for each song, with Dre making occasional rapping appearances.[14] The D.O.C., Ice Cube, and MC Ren wrote most of the group's lyrics, including "Fuck tha Police", perhaps the group's most notorious song, which brought them into conflict with various law enforcement agencies[image: External link]. Under pressure from Focus on the Family[image: External link],[15] Milt Ahlerich, an assistant director of the FBI[image: External link], sent a letter to Ruthless and its distributing company Priority Records, advising the rappers that "advocating violence and assault is wrong and we in the law enforcement community take exception to such action." This letter can still be seen at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link].[16] Policemen refused to provide security for the group's concerts, hurting their plans to tour. Nonetheless, the FBI's letter only served to draw more publicity to the group.

Straight Outta Compton was also one of the first albums to adhere to the new Parental Advisory[image: External link] label scheme, then still in its early stages: the label at the time consisted of "WARNING: Moderate impact coarse language and/or themes" only. However, the taboo nature of N.W.A's music was the most important factor of its mass appeal. Media coverage compensated for N.W.A's lack of airplay and their album eventually went double platinum[image: External link].[17] One month after Straight Outta Compton, Eazy-E's solo debut Eazy-Duz-It was released. The album was dominated by Eazy's persona (MC Ren was the only guest rapper) but behind the scenes it was a group effort. Music was handled by Dr. Dre and DJ Yella[image: External link]; the lyrics were largely written by MC Ren, with contributions from Ice Cube and The D.O.C. The album was another double platinum success for Ruthless[18] (in addition to girl group J.J. Fad[image: External link] in 1988 and singer Michel'le[image: External link] in 1989). 1989 saw the re-issue of N.W.A and the Posse and Straight Outta Compton on CD, and the release of The D.O.C.'s No One Can Do It Better[image: External link]. His album was essentially a collaboration with Dr. Dre and notably free of "gangsta rap" content, including the N.W.A posse cut[image: External link] "The Grand Finalé". It would become another #1 album for the record label.
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 100 Miles And Runnin' and Niggaz4Life (1989–91)




Ice Cube left the group in December 1989 over royalty[image: External link] disputes;[3] having written almost half of the lyrics on Straight Outta Compton himself, he felt he was not getting a fair share of the profits.[19] A lawsuit brought by Ice Cube against band manager Jerry Heller was settled out of court.[20] He wasted little time putting together his solo debut, 1990's AmeriKKKa's Most Wanted[image: External link], but he avoided mentioning his former label mates. N.W.A's title track from their 1990 EP 100 Miles and Runnin', however, included a diss[image: External link] of Ice Cube: "We started with five, but yo / One couldn't take it—So now it's four / Cuz the fifth couldn't make it." The video for the song depicted the remaining members of N.W.A together in a jail cell, while an Ice Cube look-alike is released. Also heard on the EP (which found its way on the Efil4zaggin[image: External link] CD re-issue) was "Real Niggaz", a full-blown diss on Ice Cube where the remaining members accuse him of cowardice, and question his authenticity, longevity and originality: "How the fuck you think a rapper lasts / With your ass sayin' shit that was said in the past / Yo, be original, your shit is sloppy / Get off the dick, you motherfuckin' carbon-copy", and "We started out with too much cargo / So I'm glad we got rid of Benedict Arnold[image: External link], yo." The song "100 Miles and Runnin'" was Dr. Dre's final uptempo[image: External link] recording, which had been a common feature of late 1980s hip hop. After this, he focused on a midtempo, synthesizer[image: External link] based sound which would become known as G-funk[image: External link], starting with "Alwayz Into Somethin'[image: External link]" from Efil4zaggin in 1991. The G-funk style dominated both the West and East Coast hip hop music scene for several years to come. N.W.A is referenced on Ice Cube's 1990 EP, Kill at Will[image: External link], where he name-checks his former group (likely in a mocking manner) on the song "Jackin' For Beats". On "I Gotta Say What Up!!!", Ice Cube gives shout-outs to his rap peers at the time, among them Public Enemy, Geto Boys[image: External link], and Sir Jinx[image: External link]. At the end of the track, in what appears to be an on-the-phone interview, Ice Cube is asked, "Since you went solo, what's up with the rest of the crew?" and the phone is abruptly hung up on the interviewer.

The group's second full-length release, 1991's Efil4zaggin[image: External link] ("Niggaz4Life" spelled backwards), re-established the band in the face of Ice Cube's continued solo success. The album is considered by many Dr. Dre's finest production work, and it heralded the beginning of the G-Funk[image: External link] era. It also showed a clear animosity towards their former member, and derogatory references to Ice Cube are found in several songs. The interlude "A Message to B.A." echoes the beginning of his song "Turn Off the Radio" from AmeriKKKa's Most Wanted[image: External link]: Ice Cube is first addressed by the name Benedict Arnold[image: External link] (after the infamous traitor[image: External link] of the American Revolution[image: External link]) but then named outright in a torrent of abuse from both the group and its fans: "When we see yo' ass, we gon' cut yo' hair off and fuck you with a broomstick" spoken by MC Ren. The N.W.A–Ice Cube feud eventually escalated, both on record and in real life. AmeriKKKa's Most Wanted had avoided direct attacks on N.W.A, but on Death Certificate, Ice Cube's second full-length release, he retaliated. He sampled and mocked the "Message to B.A." skit before embarking on a full-blown tirade, the infamous "No Vaseline". In a series of verses, Ice Cube verbally assaulted the group: "You lookin' like straight bozos / I saw it comin' that's why I went solo / Kept on stompin' / When y'all Muthafuckas moved Straight outta Compton / You got jealous when I got my own company / But I'm a man, and ain't nobody helpin' me." He also responded to members MC Ren, Dr. Dre, and Eazy-E individually to "100 Miles and Runnin'", claiming "I started off with too much cargo / Dropped four niggaz and now I'm makin' all the dough", using homophobic metaphors to describe their unequal business relationship with Jerry Heller, who became the target of harsh insults: "Get rid of that devil real simple / Put a bullet in his temple / Cuz you can't be the 'Niggaz 4 Life' crew / With a white Jew[image: External link] tellin' you what to do." The song attracted controversy for its antisemitism[image: External link] (the beginning of such accusations against Ice Cube during his affiliation with the Nation of Islam[image: External link]), based on the bashing of Heller's religion.[21] The track was omitted from the UK release, and later pressings included a censored version of the song. In September 1990, members of hip hop act Above the Law[image: External link] clashed with Ice Cube and his posse Da Lench Mob[image: External link] during the annual New Music Seminar[image: External link] conference, forcing the latter to flee the premises of Times Square[image: External link]'s Marriott Marquis[image: External link], the venue of the event.[22] On January 27, 1991, Dr. Dre assaulted Dee Barnes[image: External link], host of the hip hop show Pump It Up, after its coverage[23] of the N.W.A/Ice Cube beef. According to Rolling Stone reporter Alan Light:


He picked her up and "began slamming her face and the right side of her body repeatedly against a wall near the stairway" as his bodyguard held off the crowd. After Dre tried to throw her down the stairs and failed, he began kicking her in the ribs and hands. She escaped and ran into the women's rest room. Dre followed her and "grabbed her from behind by the hair and proceeded to punch her in the back of the head."[24]



In response, Dre commented: "People talk all this shit, but you know, if somebody fucks with me, I'm gonna fuck with them. I just did it, you know. Ain't nothing you can do now by talking about it. Besides, it ain't no big thing—I just threw her through a door."[24]
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 The end of N.W.A (1991–95)




1991's Niggaz4Life would be the group's final album. After Dr. Dre, The D.O.C. and Michel'le departed from Ruthless to join Death Row Records and allegations over Eazy-E being coerced into signing away their contracts (while however retaining a portion of their publishing rights), a bitter rivalry ensued.[3] Dr. Dre began the exchange with Death Row's first release, 1992's Fuck Wit Dre Day (And Everybody's Celebratin')[image: External link], and its accompanying video featured a character named "Sleazy-E" who ran around desperately trying to get money. The insults continued on The Chronic with "Bitches Ain't Shit". Eazy-E responded in 1993 with the EP It's On (Dr. Dre) 187um Killa on the tracks "Real Muthaphuckkin G's" and "It's On". Eazy-E accused Dr. Dre of being a homosexual, calling him a "she thang", and criticizing Dre's new image by calling him and Snoop "studio gangsters". The music video for "Real Muthaphuckkin G's" showed a still of Dre wearing make-up and a sequined jumpsuit. The photos dated back to Dr. Dre's World Class Wreckin' Cru days, when such fashion was common among West Coast electro hop artists, prior to N.W.A's popularization of gangsta rap. Eazy-E kept dissing Dre and Death Row on most of his songs until his AIDS[image: External link]-related death on March 26, 1995.

Even Eazy-E's longtime friend MC Ren voiced his dislike for Eazy-E in 1994, calling Eazy-E a "big-head" and "wannabe mega-star", and even suggesting that N.W.A should reunite without Eazy-E.[25] MC Ren later said that the only relationship he had with Eazy-E was through Ruthless Records, where he released several gold and platinum selling albums, including Kizz My Black Azz[image: External link] and Shock of the Hour[image: External link]. Eazy-E and MC Ren would squash their beef shortly before Eazy-E's death in their 1995 duet '"Tha Muthaphukkin' Real[image: External link]" after two years of not talking to each other. All bad blood finally ceased within the rest of the group. Dr. Dre, MC Ren and Ice Cube would later express their re-evaluated feelings to their old friend on 1998's "Ruthless for Life", 1999's "What's the Difference" and "Chin Check", 2000's "Hello", 2006's "Growin' Up", and in the 2011 music video "I Need a Doctor[image: External link]".
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 Reunions and legacy (1995–present)




Having both parted with Ruthless Records on bad terms, tensions between Ice Cube and Dr. Dre eventually eased on their own. After Ice Cube made a cameo appearance[image: External link] in Dr. Dre's "Let Me Ride[image: External link]" video in 1993, the two recorded the hit song "Natural Born Killaz[image: External link]" for Snoop Doggy Dogg's 1994 short film and soundtrack Murder Was the Case[image: External link]. Ice Cube also later appeared on MC Ren's album Ruthless for Life[image: External link] on the track "Comin' After You[image: External link]". MC Ren appeared on Dre's 1999 album 2001[image: External link], and the three remaining N.W.A emcees would reunite for " Hello[image: External link]" on Ice Cube's 2000[image: External link] album War & Peace Vol. 2 (The Peace Disc)[image: External link], and the song "Chin Check" for the Next Friday soundtrack[image: External link] from which Ice Cube starred in.

The West Coast and "gangsta" music scene had however fallen out of the spotlight since the death of Tupac Shakur in 1996, and it was only after Dr. Dre's successful patronage of Eminem[image: External link] and Dre's ensuing comeback album 2001[image: External link] that the genre and its artists would regain the national spotlight. 2000's all-star Up In Smoke Tour[image: External link] would reunite much of the N.W.A and Death Row families, and during time spent on the road, Dre, Ice Cube, MC Ren, guest star Snoop Dogg and Eminem began recording in a mobile studio. A comeback album entitled Not These Niggaz Again was planned[26] (and would include DJ Yella, who had not been present on the tour).

However, due to busy and conflicting schedules as well as the obstacles of coordinating three different record labels (Priority, No Limit[image: External link] and Interscope[image: External link]), obtaining the rights to the name N.W.A and endorsing the whole project to gain exclusive rights, the album never materialized.[27] Only two tracks from these sessions would be released: the aforementioned "Chin Check" (with Snoop Dogg as a member of N.W.A) from 2000's Next Friday soundtrack[image: External link] and " Hello[image: External link]" from Ice Cube's 2000 album War & Peace Vol. 2 (The Peace Disc)[image: External link]. Both songs would also appear on N.W.A's remastered[image: External link] Greatest Hits[image: External link]. There would also be partial reunions on other projects, notably "Set It Off", from Snoop Dogg's Tha Last Meal[image: External link] (2000), which featured MC Ren and Ice Cube, and The D.O.C.'s "The Shit", from his 2003 album Deuce[image: External link], featuring MC Ren, Ice Cube, Snoop Dogg and Six-Two. Dr. Dre and DJ Yella[image: External link] were present in the studio for the latter song.

In addition to the Greatest Hits initially released by Priority in 1996, Capitol[image: External link] and Ruthless Records jointly released The N.W.A Legacy, Vol. 1: 1988–1998 in 1998, a compilation that contained songs by other rap artists and only three songs from the actual group but various solo tracks from the five members. The success of the album prompted a second volume, The N.W.A Legacy, Vol. 2, two years later. It emulated the format of its predecessor, containing only three genuine N.W.A tracks and many solo efforts by the crew members. In 2007, a new greatest hits package was released, entitled The Best of N.W.A: The Strength of Street Knowledge.

In 2014, Ice Cube appeared on MC Ren's remix for "Rebel Music[image: External link]". This was the first time the duo had worked together since the N.W.A reunion in 2000.[28]

On June 27, 2015, MC Ren and DJ Yella joined Ice Cube during his solo set as part of the BET Experience show at the Staples Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]. This marked the first reunion performance of the group (minus Dr. Dre) in fifteen years. Following a 27-year hiatus, the group finally reunited with surviving members Ice Cube, MC Ren, Dr. Dre and DJ Yella taking the stage during the second weekend of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival[image: External link] in April 2016, just days following the group's Rock N' Roll Hall of Fame induction.[29][30]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Members





	
Arabian Prince (1986–1988)


	
DJ Yella[image: External link] (1986–1991)


	
Dr. Dre (1986–1991)


	
Eazy-E (1986–1991)


	
Ice Cube (1986–1989)


	
MC Ren (1988–1991)
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 Biopic




Main article: Straight Outta Compton (film)


New Line Cinema[image: External link] representatives announced to Entertainment Weekly's "Hollywood Insider Blog" that N.W.A's story was in development to become a feature film for theatrical release in 2012. However, it was delayed to sometime in 2014. The script was researched and written by filmmaker S. Leigh Savidge[image: External link] and radio veteran Alan Wenkus[image: External link], who worked closely with Eazy-E's widow, Tomica Woods-Wright.[31] Ice Cube and Dr. Dre act as producers of the film. In September 2011, John Singleton[image: External link][32] was selected as director. Ice Cube and Singleton previously collaborated on Boyz n the Hood[image: External link], a movie that was nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link], and Ice Cube also played the part of the character "Fudge" in Singleton's Higher Learning[image: External link]. Casting calls[image: External link] began in the summer of 2010. There were rumors of Lil Eazy-E[image: External link] playing his late father Eazy-E, and Ice Cube's son and fellow rapper O'Shea Jackson, Jr.[image: External link] playing his father as well. Ice Cube stated of the movie, "We're taking it to the nooks and crannies, I think deeper than any other article or documentary on the group," he said. "These are the intimate conversations that helped forge N.W.A. To me, I think it's interesting to anybody who loves that era and I don't know any other movie where you can mix Gangster Rap, the F.B.I., L.A. riots, HIV, and fucking feuding with each other. This movie has everything from Darryl Gates and the battering ram."[33]

In August 2012, F. Gary Gray[image: External link] was selected as director rather than Singleton.[34] The film, named Straight Outta Compton, had been picked up by Universal Pictures[image: External link] who hired Jonathan Herman[35] in December 2013 to draft a new script and brought in Will Packer[image: External link] to executive produce.[36][37] On February 21, 2014, director F. Gary Gray announced a March 9, 2014 open casting call for the film via his Twitter[image: External link] account.[38] There were also open casting calls in Atlanta[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link].[39][40] Rapper YG[image: External link] auditioned to play MC Ren in the film.[41] The project was scheduled to start filming in April 2014 but was pushed backed due to casting delays.[42][43][44]

On June 18, 2014, Universal officially announced that the N.W.A biopic Straight Outta Compton would be released August 14, 2015. It was also confirmed that Ice Cube's son, O'Shea Jackson, Jr., would play a younger version of his father in the movie. O'Shea, Jr. joined Jason Mitchell[image: External link] and Corey Hawkins[image: External link] who will portray group members Eazy-E and Dr. Dre, respectively, in the film.[45] To round out the cast of N.W.A, Aldis Hodge[image: External link] plays MC Ren and Neil Brown, Jr.[image: External link] portrays DJ Yella[image: External link].[46][47] In early July 2014, casting directors for the N.W.A biopic issued a casting call for extras and vintage cars in the Los Angeles area for scenes in the movie. According to the casting call release, the film began filming in August 2014 and was released a year later on August 14, 2015. The film received positive reviews and grossed over $200 million worldwide.[48]
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 Influence




Although the group disbanded in 1991, they remain one of the greatest and most influential hip-hop groups, leaving a lasting legacy on hip hop music in the following decades.[citation needed[image: External link]] Their influence, from their funky, bass-driven beats to their exaggerated lyrics, was evident throughout the 1990s and even into the present, and is often credited as bridging the white/black American musical lines with their appeal to white Americans in the late 1980s.[citation needed[image: External link]] In Dr. Dre's 1999 single "Forgot About Dre[image: External link]", Eminem[image: External link] pays homage to the group, rapping "So what do you say to somebody you hate or anyone tryna bring trouble your way, Wanna resolve things in a bloodier way, Then just study a tape of N.W.A" referring to the negative reception of N.W.A's works by the mainstream radio, which considered their songs to be violent.[49] A scene in the music video for the 2005 single "Hate It or Love It[image: External link]" by The Game[image: External link] featuring 50 Cent[image: External link] shows Tequan Richmond[image: External link] and Zachary Williams (portraying a youthful Game & 50 Cent respectively) being caught spraypainting[image: External link] "N.W.A" on a wall, resulting in their subsequent arrest by two policemen. The Game[image: External link] also has a tattoo that says "N.W.A" on the right side of his chest.[50]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Discography




Main article: N.W.A discography



	
Straight Outta Compton (1988)

	
Niggaz4Life (1991)
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 See also





	Fear of a Black Hat[image: External link]
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