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“Here is what I’m commanding you to do. Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go.”


JOSHUA 1:9 NIRV
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INTRODUCTION


Every child has a purpose. As you spend time with God, you will learn more about who you are and what you were created to do.


This book of devotions is written especially for boys like you. It teaches you that God is strong, dependable, and good. It encourages you to walk closely with him, make wise choices, serve others, and be bold about who you are.


God created you for a reason. You are important to him, and he wants a special relationship with you. There is no one like you, and he is delighted to call you his son! Let him fill your heart with purpose as you spend a little time with him each day.






JANUARY


God chose us to belong to Christ before the world was created. He chose us to be holy and without blame in his eyes. He loved us.


EPHESIANS 1:4 NIRV








JANUARY 1


A NEW CREATION


Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!


2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 NLT


In the middle of winter, it might feel like spring will never come. No matter how many frosty days are left, you dream about how exciting and refreshing springtime will be. Everything around you will be filled with warmth and burst into life. Flowers will bloom. Babies will be born. The grass will turn green, and you’ll feel the sun on your face while you run around outside. The world becomes new again.


When you belong to Christ, your life is just like the world in springtime. It’s new. You’ve become a different creation. Your heart has been made new, and it is full of life. God’s love has transformed you just like the world is transformed in each new season. Today, rejoice that you have new life inside of you. Ask God to refresh you and make you feel newly alive! Remember that your heart has been made new. You don’t have to hold onto the old you.


Thank you, God, for making me new. Help me to remember that you see me through Jesus. When I am discouraged, remind me that I am yours.





JANUARY 2


BE STILL


Be still and know that I am God. I will be praised in all the nations; I will be praised throughout the earth.


PSALM 46:10 NCV


Do you ever feel anxious or frustrated? There are a lot of things in your life that you can’t control, and your parents probably make a lot of decisions for you. No matter how little control you have, you can choose to be still and recognize who God is.


You can sit for a moment and remember that God is in control. He is the one who knows all your days. You can worship him no matter what else is happening in your life. No matter how frustrated you might be, you can praise him. You can choose to respond to God with worship and admiration. It is your choice to love God with your actions, words, and attitudes. Even if everything around you feels crazy, you can be still and know who God is.


Jesus, no matter how stressed out I feel, I can choose to praise you. When I feel overwhelmed or out of control, help me to choose to worship you.





JANUARY 3


PRAY ABOUT EVERYTHING


Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.


PHILIPPIANS 4:6 NLT


Did you know that God cares about your troubles? No matter how big or small they are, God cares about them. If you are frustrated in school, he cares. If your family is going through a hard time, he cares. If you don’t like what you’re eating for dinner, he cares. There is nothing in your life that he doesn’t care about. Nothing is too small for him to notice or too big for him to handle.


He wants you to know that he loves you and he will take care of you. He wants you to share your troubles with him. Even if you think it’s silly, he wants you to talk with him about your day, both your good moments and your difficult ones. When you talk to him, he can replace your worry with peace, and you can thank him for his goodness.


Thank you, God, that I can talk to you. Thank you for caring about me and for taking care of my worries. Teach me how to pray about everything instead of worrying about what I need or want.





JANUARY 4


STAY STEADY


To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy.


JUDE 1:24 NIV


Imagine you are hiking on a trail through the woods. Part of your path goes downhill over some rocks. As you struggle to keep your balance, you reach out toward whatever trees or branches are around you. You don’t want to fall, so you find something that will help you keep your steps steady.


In your everyday life, God keeps you steady. Grabbing him will keep you from falling, just like grabbing a branch will keep you steady when you’re hiking. Maybe you feel unsteady because you’re struggling in school, or perhaps you’re finding it hard to have a good attitude. Maybe there’s a problem with a friend or your family is going through a hard time. Whatever is causing you to struggle, God can keep you steady. Reach out to him and ask for help.


God, thank you for keeping me steady. You are the one who helps me not to fall. When I am having a hard time, I know that I can count on you.





JANUARY 5


SHARING GOOD NEWS


I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes.


ROMANS 1:16 NIV


When you share the gospel, you are giving a wonderful gift. You might feel nervous or unsure of what to say, but you don’t need to be ashamed. Sharing Jesus with someone can change their life. The gospel is really good news, and when you have something good, you want to share it!


Imagine having a birthday cake but no one to share it with. Imagine having a room full of gifts but no one to play with. When you have good things, it is best to share. It isn’t fun to keep good things all to yourself. Today, ask God to show you how to share his love with someone. He will give you courage and the right words to say. He will help you even if you are nervous.


Thank you, God, for the gift of the gospel. Help me to share it with those around me. Give me the right words to say and help my actions to show people how much you love them. I don’t want to keep good things to myself.





JANUARY 6


FOCUS YOUR HEART


Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.


PHILIPPIANS 4:8 NLT


You become like the things that you think, the things that you hear, and the things that you see. This is why the Bible says to focus on what is true, right, pure, and lovely. If you are focusing on what is negative, then you will become that way as well. If you find that your thoughts are filled with worry, negativity, or jealousy, your heart will feel heavy.


A heart that is focused on what is good is full of peace. One way to focus on what is true is to practice being thankful. The more you practice seeing the good things in your life, the easier it will be to focus on what is good. Today, ask God to help you keep your mind focused on what is good.


I want my thoughts to honor you, God. Show me where I am focusing on negative things. Thank you for always helping me when I need it. Help me to practice thanksgiving as a way of concentrating on what is true.





JANUARY 7


PEACE OF JESUS


Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.


COLOSSIANS 3:15 NLT


What does it mean for the peace of Christ to rule in your heart? It means that peace is the one in charge. Peace is the biggest, strongest. and most important feeling inside of your heart. Peace tells fear to go away. Peace tells worry that it is not welcome. When peace is ruling, you will constantly be aware of where that peace comes from.


Peace comes from putting your faith in Jesus. Peace comes from knowing that Christ died for you, rose from the dead, and is coming back again. Peace comes from knowing that there aren’t any problems on earth that can change the truth of who Jesus is. Today, let peace take over your heart. Let peace tell every fear and anxious thought to go away. Jesus is so great, there isn’t room for anything else!


Jesus, thank you for your peace. I want peace to rule in my heart. I don’t want there to be space for fear. Teach me how to let peace be in charge. Thank you that your truth never changes.





JANUARY 8


MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE


We use our tongues to praise our Lord and Father, but then we curse people, whom God made like himself.


JAMES 3:9 NCV


You are made in the image of God. This means that you were made to look like God. Did you know that? Every part of you is precious and made to reflect who God is. He is good, so that means that all his creations are good too.


If you are made in the good and perfect image of God, then so is everyone else. Each person that you see or talk to is a reflection of God just like you are. No matter how different someone is from you, they are God’s perfect and good creation. Your love for people of every shape, color, size, and age comes from your love of God. When you love people even when they are different from you, you display God’s love. If you love God, then you must also love his people.


God, you created everyone in your image. Help me to see people the way that you see them: precious and good. Teach me how to love everyone equally no matter how different they are from me.





JANUARY 9


A MASTERPIECE


We are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.


EPHESIANS 2:10 NLT


Have you ever worked really, really hard on a project? When you finished, were you proud of what you made? You were probably happy about the work that you put into it. Maybe you wanted to tell everyone about it because you were so proud of it.


You are God’s workmanship, and he is very proud of you. You are his most precious creation. He has made everything you can see, yet you are still his favorite creation. You are worth more to him than the most beautiful sunrise, the most majestic mountain, and the most complicated ecosystem. You are wonderfully made, and God is happy with how he made you. When you feel like you aren’t important, remember that you are a masterpiece. You have a special purpose.


God, thank you for creating me! I know that you are proud of me. Remind me that I am important because you made me. When I feel bad about myself, remind me that I am wonderfully made.





JANUARY 10


MORE TO LEARN


God, your thoughts are precious to me. They are so many! If I could count them, they would be more than all the grains of sand.


PSALM 139:17-18 NCV


Can you imagine how many grains of sand are in the world? Could you count even one handful of sand? It would be a really big number. Counting grains of sand is just like trying to count God’s thoughts. It’s impossible! You could spend your whole life trying to understand what God thinks, and there still wouldn’t be enough time.


There will always be something you can learn about God. You can never know enough about him. There will never be a point in your life when you are done getting to know him. He is too big and too great. This is encouraging because it means that you won’t get bored as you seek to know him. It also means that there isn’t room for pride. Even someone who has been following God for fifty years still has something to learn.


God, I’m glad that I have time to get to know you. I’m glad that I won’t run out of things to do when it comes to seeking you. Thank you for the exciting adventure of learning about you.





JANUARY 11


ON YOUR OWN


He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.


ISAIAH 40:29 NIV


God sees you and your needs, and he loves to help. When you are tired, ask him for strength. When you are weak, ask him for power. He is better at taking care of you than anyone else in the world. He loves you, and he wants you to depend on him for what you need.


This means asking him for help instead of trying to solve a problem on your own. On your own, there is a lot that you can’t do. With God on your side, you have all that you need. You have access to the Creator of the entire universe! It makes sense to ask him for help. Today, when you face a problem, ask God to help you. Go to him in faith, knowing that he can do what you need him to do. Believe that his strength is big enough to provide for you. Trust that when you go to him, he will answer you.


God, thank you for giving me all that I need. I know you can make me strong and that my power comes from you. Help me to depend on you when I need help. I don’t want to try to do everything on my own.





JANUARY 12


HE IS WISER


Don’t depend on your own wisdom. Respect the LORD and refuse to do wrong. Then your body will be healthy, and your bones will be strong.


PROVERBS 3:7-8 NCV


Have you ever done something that you thought was right, but it turned out to be wrong? Sometimes, when we think we are making the right choice, we don’t actually understand the whole situation. People often think that they are wiser than they really are.


The smartest thing you can do is trust that God is smarter than you. His wisdom is great, and he always knows what is best. He can see every part of your life. He knows exactly what you should do. When you trust him to guide you, he will be faithful to teach you what is right. You can’t go wrong with him as your teacher. In all things, look to God for wisdom. He loves to help his children. There will never be a time when he is frustrated by you asking for help.


God, your wisdom is great! I know that you are the best teacher I have. Help me to depend more on your wisdom than on my own. You know best, and I want to include you in all my choices.





JANUARY 13


BE AN ENCOURAGER


The words of a gossip are like tasty bits of food. People like to gobble them up.


PROVERBS 18:8 NCV


Do you know what gossip is? It is talking about a person or situation that doesn’t have to do with you. People sometimes gossip because it makes them feel better about themselves. It can be tempting to talk about other people, but it can also be very hurtful. Imagine how you would feel if you found out that your friends were saying mean or untrue things about you when you weren’t there.


Part of being a good friend is honoring others with your words. They might seem harmless, but your words are powerful. Use them to encourage others, not to talk about them behind their backs. When you speak kindly, you honor people and God.


Thank you, God, for teaching me how to love other people. Help me to be respectful and kind with my words, even when gossip might be fun. Help me to stand up for others when I hear gossip and to honor you with what I say.





JANUARY 14


CHOOSING FRIENDS


The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.


PROVERBS 12:26 NIV


Have you ever seen an orphaned animal raised by a different animal? There once was baby goat who was abandoned by her mother. This baby goat became really attached to a dog. As the goat grew, she acted more and more like a dog because the dog was the main influence in her life. She never learned how to be a goat.


It’s funny to watch, and it also shows that you become like the people and friends you spend time with. When you spend a lot of time with someone, you start to become like them. This is why it’s important to choose your friends carefully. We should love everyone, but the people we spend the most time with should be kind, encouraging, and help us to grow in our relationship with God. Good friends are a great gift!


Jesus, thank you for good friends. Help me to choose my friends wisely. Show me how they are influencing my decisions. Help me to be the kind of friend who lifts up others and encourages them.





JANUARY 15


LIST OF WRONGS


Whoever would foster love covers over an offense, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.


PROVERBS 17:9 NIV


God does not keep a record of wrongs, and we shouldn’t either. Imagine that you get into a fight with your friend. He says something that hurts your feelings, and you say something mean back. You apologize to each other and ask for forgiveness. Once you have healed your friendship, it isn’t good to keep bringing it up again. It would be hurtful to your friend if you kept reminding him about how he did something mean to you that one time.


This is why the Bible reminds us to cover an offense with love. This means that your love for your friend is more important than the fight. When you love someone, you don’t keep track of all their mistakes. This is how God loves us. We ask for forgiveness, and he doesn’t keep a list. He throws our sins away and doesn’t remember them.


God, I want to be someone who forgives quickly and loves well. Help me not to keep a list of mistakes. Help me to remember how you love me. Thank you for forgiving me and throwing away all the things I’ve done wrong.





JANUARY 16


FATHER AND CREATOR


“Look at how the lilies in the field grow. They don’t work or make clothes for themselves. But I tell you that even Solomon with his riches was not dressed as beautifully as one of these flowers.”


MATTHEW 6:28 NCV


Has your mom or dad ever made you something that you enjoyed? Think about a time your mom cooked a delicious meal just for you, so you could enjoy it. Maybe your dad helped you build a Lego set so you could play with it. They love you, and they love when you enjoy what they have made.


In the same way, God made the world beautiful so we could enjoy it. He didn’t have to make flowers or mountains. He didn’t have to create rolling meadows or sandy beaches. The beauty that you see outside is a reminder of who God is. He made a wide and wonderful world for us to enjoy. Everything that he has created reminds us that he is a kind father who loves to see his children happy. When you see lovely things, thank God for them! Praise him for the world around you. Today, think about your favorite parts of creation and thank God for them.


God, thank you for all that you have created! Help me to think about your goodness and kindness when I see all that you have made. You didn’t have to make the world beautiful, but you did. Thank you for being such a generous father!





JANUARY 17


YOU ARE SEEN


LORD, you have seen what is in my heart. You know all about me. You know when I sit down and when I get up. You know what I’m thinking even though you are far away.


PSALM 139:1-2 NIRV


Do you ever feel lonely or misunderstood? Sometimes, it can be hard to communicate how you feel. It is difficult to find the right words to share what’s inside your heart and mind. When you are upset, it can be really frustrating when the people around you don’t understand.


Even when those around you don’t understand you, God does. He knows exactly what’s in your heart. He knows everything about you without you having to explain it to him. In God, you are fully known and fully loved. There isn’t any part of you that is confusing to him. No matter how lonely you feel, God is with you. He knows you. Next time you feel misunderstood, remember that God understands. Be comforted by how well God knows you.


Thank you for knowing me, God. Thank you for being close to me all the time and for always understanding me. Help me to remember that you are near and that you are always aware of me.





JANUARY 18


NEVER TIRED


Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.


ISAIAH 40:31 NIV


How far can you run before your legs get tired? Can you make it one mile? What about ten? What about a hundred? Can you imagine what it must be like to run and never get tired? God says that when your hope is in him, it is like running without ever getting tired. This hope happens when you serve the one true God whose Son, Jesus, died for your sins and was raised from the dead.


When that truth is your hope, you will run and not grow weary. God’s truth will stand forever. There is nothing stronger that you could put your hope in. When your hope is in God, it is safe, solid, and secure. Today, take a moment to think about what gives you the most hope. If your hope is in something other than God, ask him to help you change your mind.


Thank you, God, that my hope is secure in you. Help me to place my hope in your truth. Show me when I am putting my hope in things that won’t last. I know that when my hope is in you, you will make me strong.





JANUARY 19


LISTEN AND DO


Those who hear God’s teaching and do nothing are like people who look at themselves in a mirror. They see their faces and then go away and quickly forget what they looked like.


JAMES 1:23-24 NCV


You can probably think of a time when your mom or dad asked you to do something, and you didn’t listen. Maybe you were told to grab your coat on the way out of the house, but instead you ran to the car without it. Later, you realized that the suggestion was a good one, and you should have listened. You were cold, and everything would have been more fun if you were warm.


Hearing your mom talk about your coat doesn’t help you stay warm. The only thing that makes a difference is if you actually wear the coat. This is true about your relationship with God too. You might know what he wants you to do, but what’s most important is that you do what he says not just hear it. It takes courage to listen to God’s voice, but his teaching is loving and kind, and it’s best for you.


God, you know what’s best for me. Help me to do more than just hear your words. Help me to listen with my actions as well. Teach me how to follow you.





JANUARY 20


ALWAYS WORSHIP


Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.


COLOSSIANS 3:17 NIV


Anything you do, big or small, can be an act of worship to God. When you do your math lesson, it can be an act of worship. When you are a good friend, or when you share with your sister, you are worshiping God. When you listen to your parents or help with cleaning the house, you are worshiping God.


Worship doesn’t have to be about singing. Anything that you do in the name of Jesus can be worship. Commit your actions and words to him. Ask him to help you honor him with them. When you think about how your actions can be a gift to God, it can help you to be careful about what you say and do. You can make choices that you are proud of. When you look at everything you do as an act of worship, it can help you make wise decisions. Today, in all you do, seek to worship God.


God, I want everything that I say and do to honor you. Help me to worship you with my actions and with my words. I want the way that I live to show other people how much you love them. Help me to make wise decisions and do things in your name.





JANUARY 21


WORSHIP WITH TALENTS


“The LORD has chosen Bezalel…and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills—to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood.”


EXODUS 35:30-33 NIV


When you think about worshiping God, what do you think of? The first thing that comes to your mind might be standing at church, surrounded by people, singing a worship song while a band plays on stage. This is probably what most people think of when they think of worship.


It is good to worship God through song, but it is not the only way. Did you know that anytime you use the talents God gave you, you are worshiping him? Worship can be anything from making art to raking leaves to running a race. No matter what talents God has given you, you can worship God in all you do. You are worshiping him when you joyfully use the abilities that he has given you. It brings him honor when you use your talents to praise him. Today, think of new ways to worship God.


God, thank you for all the different ways that I can worship you! Help me to honor you by using the gifts you’ve given me. Show me new ways to worship you.





JANUARY 22


NOT SO HEAVY


We have now, because Christ made us free. So stand strong.


GALATIANS 5:1 NCV


Jesus has set you free! He died on the cross so you would have freedom. Without his death, you would be responsible for all your sin. That would be a very heavy and difficult burden to bear.


Imagine you are hiking with your family. You’re making your way up a mountain and with each step, your backpack seems to get heavier and heavier. When you get to the top, you drop your pack and breathe a sigh of relief. It feels so good to lose the weight of your backpack. Even though you’re tired, putting down your heavy burden makes you feel like you could climb the mountain all over again. This is how we feel when we realize that Christ has given us freedom. He has taken the heaviness of our sin away. We don’t have to carry it anymore. Today, celebrate what Jesus has done for you! Enjoy the freedom that he paid for.


Thank you for taking the burden of my sin, Jesus. I am glad that I don’t have to carry it on my own. Help me to remember what you have done for me and to stand strong in my freedom.





JANUARY 23


GUIDING AND GIVING


The LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through this vast wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything.


DEUTERONOMY 2:7 NIV


Did you know that the Israelites wandered in the desert for forty years? In the Old Testament, you can read about how God told the Israelites that he would bring them to the Promised Land. Part of their journey to that place was wandering around in the desert. The whole time they were there, God provided for them. He made food fall from the sky, and he made water spring up from rocks. Miracle after miracle brought them what they needed.


In the same way, God will always provide you with what you need. He watches over you and takes care of you. The Israelites often thought that God had abandoned them, but he never did. He was on their side all along. Even when you feel alone or lost, God is close to you. He is guiding you and giving you all that you need.


Thank you, God, for guiding me when I am lost. Teach me how to see all the ways that you have taken care of me. I know that you are on my side and that you will give me what I need. Thank you for never leaving me.





JANUARY 24


ALWAYS KIND


You are a God who forgives. You are gracious. You are tender and kind. You are slow to get angry. You are full of love.


NEHEMIAH 9:17 NIRV


Have you ever felt like God is big or scary? Have you ever been embarrassed about something you’ve done or been nervous to talk to him about your mistakes? If you are ever afraid to approach him, remember what the Bible says about who he is. The truth is that he is always kind, always full of love, and always gracious. He is slow to anger. He will always forgive you.


If you remember these things, then you will see God in the right way. Sometimes, because humans make so many mistakes, it can be hard to understand how perfect God is. No matter what, he loves you, and he wants to show you that love. He can take away your biggest mistakes and shower you with love and peace. When you see him the right way, you can joyfully run to him even with your mistakes. You won’t have any fear about what he might do. Today, ask God to help you focus on who he truly is.


God, thank you for being who you are. I know that you always love me, and you are always kind. Even when I don’t understand, you are tender and slow to anger. Help me to see you the right way.
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