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‘Great f***ing book.’


Stephen King




 





If there is one thing that Hollywood has taught us, it’s that Americans know how to swear.




 





Whether you want to succeed in business, school, or social circles, a strong command of vocabulary is absolutely necessary. The American Swear Book provides the perfect way for both nonnative speakers to learn the basics and native speakers to brush up on the art of swearing with a wide variety of twists and new refinements. Page after page, The American Swear Book provides colourful swearing synonyms designed to boost your vocabulary - everything from the conventional d*mn and sh*t to a host of more inventive terms that would make any truck driver or fish wife blush. And when you’re finished reading, our Final F*cking Exam is the perfect test of your swearing skills. You’ll be surprised by how much you’ve learned!
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INTRODUCTION







I don’t know what the fuck to say.


from Henry Miller’s Opus Pistorum





Those who learn English as a second language from traditional textbooks are often at a loss when they hear a conversation such as the following:


Night at the Opera*












	   

	  

	 

	
John:

	   

	  

	Mary, would you like to attend the opera this evening?






	 

	 

	 

	
Mary:

	 

	 

	Fucking-A. Should I wear my black dress?






	 

	 

	 

	
John:

	 

	 

	Why the fuck not?






	 

	 

	 

	
Mary:

	 

	 

	Fucked if I know. Oh, fuck! I just remembered. It got fucked up in the wash.






	 

	 

	 

	
John:

	 

	 

	Well, fuck the opera, let’s stay home and fuck.






	 

	 

	 

	
Mary:

	 

	 

	Good fucking idea.















(* A fuck-by-fuck analysis of Night at the Opera will be found at the end of the FUCK section.)




 





Upon hearing such an exchange, the stranger to our shores can’t help but feel bewildered.


‘What means this fuck?’ he or she is likely to say.


The purpose of this book is to tell the newcomer just what this fuck does mean.


And what shit, piss, cunt, and asshole mean, along with a host of other terms that should be part of the vocabulary of any, person who wishes to communicate effectively in the English tongue.


Our proven method is simple and to the point: We won’t deal with complex grammatical matters such as irregular verbs. When someone tells you: ‘I butt-fucked a goat,’ it should be obvious that such an action is irregular. Just ignore it.


There are books that will teach you to avoid using swear words.


They’ll even teach you to avoid innocent words that might be considered swear words. Their point is to keep you from being thought of as vulgar.


We say, fuck it!


Vulgarity is not the point.


The name of the game is communication.




 





In the course of this work, we quote a number of poets. That shouldn’t deter you. These are all no-nonsense poets. (There is one exception, and he is clearly identified.)




 





Because we’re a panel of experts, we know what we’re doing, and why we’re doing it. We swear for one reason, and one reason only: It’s the best fucking way to communicate!


Four centuries ago, Shakespeare—one of the greatest communicators the English language has ever known—put his stamp of approval on swearing. In The Tempest he has a character say:








You taught me language; and my profit on’t


Is, I know how to curse.











The Bard had more to say on the subject. In Henry V, he shows us Katherine, a young French woman, as she takes a lesson in English. When she learns that the English words ‘foot’ and ‘gown’ sound like the French words foutre and con—‘fuck’ and ‘cunt’—she’s delighted. She repeats them again and again.


Is this Katherine some kind of low life?


Far from it!


She ends up as Queen of England and France!


If swearing is good enough for Shakespeare and for the Queen of England and France—you can bet your ass it’s good enough for us.


And for you.



















THE BASIC SEVEN





In the 1970s comedian George Carlin cited the seven words you can never say on network T.V: These rank high in the building blocks of effective swearing.








shit


fuck


piss


cunt


asshole


mother-fucker


cock-sucker











All these terms are now heard regularly on cable television. And for those who can read lips, they can be seen on all sports broadcasts. By the year 2021 they’ll be commonly heard on the more than 500 channels available to us—just one more example of how the Information Superhighway will enrich our lives.




Note of Interest 1: Unlike such swear words as prick, screw, snatch, bung-hole, etc., these seven words can’t be mistaken for anything other than swears.







Note of Interest 2: Six of these terms can be used as ‘fighting words’—insulting words designed to provoke someone.


    If you call someone a shit, a fuck, a cunt, an asshole, a mother-fucker, or a cock-sucker, you risk retaliation.


    But call someone a ‘piss’ and you’ll only get a condescending smile.


    Your intended victim will realize you haven’t read English as a Second F***ing Language.






















FUCK





Fuck is the mother of all words. Short and effective, it gets to the root of creation.


The euphemisms for fuck are cumbersome and inexact. One example will make our point:












	
example:

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	
Romeo: 

	  

	  

	I want to engage in sexual intercourse with you.






	 

	
Juliet: 

	 

	 

	Sorry, I don’t have time. I thought you just wanted to fuck.















Some Romeo! What a namby-pamby mouthful! In the time it takes to say it, you could fuck a half-dozen times.




 





Fuck is sometime called the F-Word. Avoid that term. Just say fuck.




fuck


The word’s meaning, both as noun and verb, is sexual and positive. However, many of its extended, nonsexual meanings can be negative.















	example:

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	
Sigmund:

	 

	 

	How come you’re mad at Carl?






	 

	
Rudolph:

	 

	 

	The no-good fuck fucked me out of ten dollars.

















fuck around


This sometimes means to fuck people other than your mate. It can also mean to engage in idle fun.















	example:

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	
Dwight:

	  

	  

	Phoebe, dear, were you fucking around with anyone while I was at the shoe-clerk convention?






	 

	
Phoebe:

	 

	 

	Gosh no, honey. I spent my time fucking around by myself in the garden.






	 

	
Dwight:

	 

	 

	Odd. I found a used condom under our bed, and it wasn’t mine.






	 

	
Phoebe:

	 

	 

	Huh, where do you suppose it came from?




















fuck it


The non-sexual meaning is similar to ‘the hell with it.’ It’s a useful term for dismissing non-essential or irrelevant matters.















	example:

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	
Nadine:

	  

	  

	Arnold, if we don’t pay this phone bill by noon today, they’ll shut off our service.






	 

	
Arnold:

	 

	 

	Fuck it. There’s no one I want to talk to, anyway.

















fuck up


As a noun, fuck up refers to a botched situation or an incompetent person. As a verb, fuck up refers to the action that caused it.















	example:

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	
Henry:

	  

	 

	That job turned out to be a real fuck up.






	 

	
Eugene:

	 

	  

	That’s because that fuck-up Jackson was in charge. He could fuck up a wet dream.

















fuck you!


This is one of the most useful phrases in the lexicon of swears. It eliminates the need to argue—or even reason—with people whose purposes or opinions are different from your own.















	example:

	 

	 

	  

	 






	 

	
Marcel:

	 

	 

	Could you spare $5 to support the mime foundation?






	 

	
Frank:

	  

	 

	Fuck you!

















(NOTE: Marcel’s words are italicized to indicate that he is acting them out rather than speaking them.)















	example:

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	
Officer:  

	  

	  

	I’m sorry I had to ticket you, but the radar clocked you at five miles over the limit. Have a nice day!






	 

	
Mort:

	 

	 

	Fuck you!















EQUIVALENTS OF FUCK


There are a number of equivalents for the word fuck. Our panel sees no need for them, but we offer a few for informational purposes.


VERBS




ball


This comes from the expression ‘to have a ball’-a good time. The ‘ball’ in this case refers to a gala event, not a testicle. However, in order to ball, you need to have the testicular type of ball. You only need one, but two is the norm.
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