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PREFACE 





What is termed “history” is made

up of several factors, which sometimes move concurrently and sometimes are

divergent. There are many matters of record, which of course are not

disputable, but in the recital of which the narrative is tinctured by the opinions

or prejudices of the narrator or the historian or of the source of his

information. Tradition and personal recollection play another large part in

history, and things that are accepted for decades and even for centuries as

facts become in the course of time a matter of dispute and even of rejection.

The path of the historian therefore is not one of roses. If he be wise he will

as far as possible submit each statement to the test of scrutiny and comparison

and hold fast to that which he considers as proven, or if he does not reject

it, state that the matter is not fully authenticated.




Had the writer been far-seeing,

when he came to California in 1874. he would have jotted down the personal

recollections and experiences of a large number of the pioneers with whom he

became acquainted and who were then in the prime of a vigorous life and with a

vivid recollection of what they had passed through and of the conditions they

found prevailing here when they arrived. Some of these men came as early as

1846 before the discovery of gold, and he has listened for hours to their tales

of adventure and experience, but did not at that time realize that the lips

that recited them would one day be stilled in death and many important matters

connected with the early history of the state would be buried in oblivion. A

book embodying these recollections would have been a most fascinating work, for

a glamour always hangs over the history of the days of the Argonauts that seems

to grow in interest as time progresses. Many of these reminiscences were

probably tinged with romance, but that hardly lessened their interest.




In the compilation of this volume

the writer has endeavored to present facts collated by him, without bias or

prejudice, and as nearly authenticated as possible. Perhaps some statements may

provoke criticism from those who hold a different point of view, or who have

received information conflicting with them; and it would be too much to expect

that the book would be entirely free from faults or defects, but he can truly

say that he has done his best with the resources at his command and sifted the

evidence to the best of his ability, and can only ask the indulgence of the

public with regard to his shortcomings.




In the compilation of this work,

the author has consulted a number of authorities, and had the valuable

assistance of a number of persons in collecting data. The works of Dr. Morse,

Thompson and West, and Winfield J. Davis have been drawn upon freely, as have

those of other authorities. To Hon. W. A. Anderson he is indebted for the

valuable chapter on “The Bench and Bar,” and other reminiscences, and to E. B.

Willis, N. E. White, J. A. Woodson and others for suggestions and information.

In a work of this kind it is impossible to incorporate all incidents, however

interesting to the parties concerned, and where it has not been practicable to

secure accurate data, some things have been omitted, rather than run the risk

of incorrect statement. He therefore trusts that the public will accept the

work in the spirit in which it was written.




W. L. WILLIS.




 


















HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION




 “Serene I fold my hands and

wait, 




Nor care for wind, nor tide, nor

sea; 




I rave no more ’gainst time or

fate, 




For lo! my own shall come to me.




“The stars come nightly to the

sky, 




The tidal wave unto the sea; 




Nor time, nor space, nor deep,

nor high, 




Can keep my own away from

me."




—John Burroughs.




Such has been for many years the

attitude of a large part of this grand state, the empress that sits throned on

the shores of the Pacific, conscious of her charm and confident of the future

that awaits her, and that is drawing as a magnet the dwellers of colder climes

and more inhospitable shores to the land of sunshine and flowers. And such has

long been the attitude of Sacramento county, the peer of any in California. But

a transformation has begun and the future will witness the unfolding of the bud

of beauty into a perfect flower that shall surpass the most sanguine

expectations. With a city that will expand in the future into the largest inland

city on the coast, all her advantages will keep pace with her evolution and she

will take her proper place among the gems that grace the diadem of the great

empire of the Pacific coast, the magnificent state that took for her motto

“Eureka,” and might well have added to it “Excelsior.” It may be safely said of

Sacramento county that she has played a more important part in the history of

the state than any other county within the borders of California. Embracing in

her confines the most precious gifts of the lofty Sierras and the foothills at

their base—the fertile alluvial soil washed down from their hillsides and

canyons to fill up the inland sea of which she was once a part—making her a

second valley of the Nile, no whit inferior to the original in fertility and

productiveness, she is almost without a peer. But the mountains and foothills

were not niggardly in their munificent gifts, for in addition to her splendid

soil they sprinkled it liberally with golden dust and nuggets that enriched

many a one of the Argonauts and of the generation that succeeded them, and is

to this day pouring millions into the pockets of the men who are mining the

precious metal on the lands adjoining the American river.




Sitting majestically on the banks

of the magnificent river that forms her western boundary, she has beheld for

half a century barges and steamers bringing her choicest products down the

bosom of the river to the sea, to supply the markets of the coast cities and of

lands beyond the ocean. With the summer’s sun and the winter’s rain, aided by

the balmy winds of spring and autumn, her crops follow each other in annual

succession, and are sent abroad to feed the less fortunate dwellers of Occident

and Orient and to spread the fame of her wealth of resources to distant lands.

Well has she played her part so far, but it is an insignificant one compared to

that which she will play in the near future, when instead of a few thousands,

this magnificent valley of the Sacramento shall support millions of happy,

prosperous men, women and children of the mighty empire that is developing so

rapidly on the western coast of our country. And now has come to her a

quickening of perception that will have far-reaching results. Her own has come

to her. She realizes the value of her birthright and will take advantage of it

to the fullest extent. Agriculture, horticulture, commerce and manufacturing

all feel the impulse resultant on the realization of her power and opportunity,

and her watchword is “Onward."




In the days before the American

occupation, Gen. John A. Sutter, the pioneer of pioneers of the state, saw with

the vision of a prophet the future of the country, and built his fort near the

confluence of the Sacramento and American rivers, to become, a few years later.

the objective point of the wagon trains which wended their weary way across the

trackless wilderness of this vast continent. Here many a company of immigrants,

worn out with their long journey and often half-starved and in distress,

arrived and were fed and relieved from the stores of the generous-hearted old

pioneer, and rested and recuperated under the protection of his fort. Here was

for many years the point where the gold seekers, landing from their long and

dangerous voyage around the Horn, arrived on boats from San Francisco, and

fitted themselves out for the mines. Here, too, was the supply point for these

seekers for gold after they had begun with pick, shovel and rocker, to delve

their fortunes from the rich placers of the foothills. Here, then, began the

making of the history of the Golden state.




It was to Sacramento, too, that

Marshall, long before the irruption of the dwellers of every clime hastening to

be first on the ground to gather the treasure, brought for Sutter’s inspection

the bright pieces of yellow metal found in the race at Coloma, and it was from

Sacramento that, after that conference, the news went forth to the world that

the gold placers of California held out the opportunity of acquiring wealth to

all who possessed the nerve and confidence to come and seek for it.




The history of a nation, a state,

a country or a city, has a number of natural divisions, each interdependent

with regard to the others, and which form a harmonious whole when brought into

proper relation to each other. Political, governmental, industrial and

commercial, each has its province in promoting the general welfare of a

community.




Not more interesting and romantic

was the search of Jason and his Argonauts for the Golden Fleece than was that

of his prototypes who braved the wilderness with its hostile Indians, or

endured the tedium and the dangers of the voyage round the Horn in search of

the precious metal with which California was endowed. There is a fascination

which never grows old or lessens as one listens to the reminiscences of the old

pioneers and their tales of their journeyings to the new Eldorado under the

lure of gold; and one lives over again with them the exciting experiences they

met with, both on their way and after their arrival. Such a polyglot community

never was drawn together, surely, handed in one common aim, but still each one

pursuing his own way independently and striving to acquire wealth as quickly as

possible and return to his old home. A few did so, but with the majority the

case was different. They never dreamed that they were to be founders of a great

state which would hold their memory in reverence and respect them for their

sturdy, earnest qualities. Alas, they are fast dwindling in numbers and only a

few brief years will see them among us no more.




The lure of gold is one of the

strongest incentives to man, inducing him to leave home and its loved ones, to

brave well-known and certain danger and to tempt fate in the most daring

manner. Perhaps the spice of danger and adventure lends force to the lure, although

optimism must necessarily be the most potent factor. Other men have made

fortunes quickly and comparatively easily, why not he? We hear only of the

successful ones, but rarely of the unsuccessful, their privations or

sufferings, and the dazzle of gold blinds us to the reverse side of the

question. The struggles and privations of the thousands who joined in the mad

rush to Alaska in the last decade are very little known or considered. Rotten

ships, condemned years before, were chartered to take them on the treacherous

sea voyage, laden to the gunwales with passengers and freight, and with the

chances against their proceeding a hundred miles on their journey before

experiencing shipwreck. And yet men fought and pleaded for a chance to brave

the perils of the journey and the certain suffering from cold and hunger and

other perils after their arrival in the land of the Great White Silence. So it

was in the days of ’49. The long six months’ journey across the plains and

lofty mountains, with only a trail to follow, the dangers of Indians, floods,

fire and starvation could not deter the dauntless ones who took up their

journey of more than two thousand miles through the wilderness, many of them

with their wives and children.




Right here it is only just to give

their due to the women—the pioneer mothers of whom we hear so little—the women

who forsook home and kindred to follow their husbands through all trials and

dangers to the unknown lands and to assist 'with their labors and counsel, and

with the children of the rising generation, in the shaping and molding of a

great empire whose fame was destined to reach the uttermost parts of the earth.

Like the pioneer women of the great west and the Mississippi valley, they have

not received their meed of praise and recognition of the important part they

played in empire building.




While the men labored, the women

had to make the home as comfortable as conditions allowed, to rear and care for

and clothe the children and to endure all sorts of privations. Theirs the test of

patience and courage to meet and overcome, to cheer and encourage under adverse

circumstances, and well the pioneer women did their part. Not the least of

their tests was the scarcity of female companionship, as for several years but

few women came to this coast, and they were widely scattered after their

arrival. The coming of a woman to a mining camp was a great event and roused

all the latent chivalry of the rough men of the community, who vied in doing

her honor and making her comfortable and mitigating the conditions around her.

She was placed upon a pedestal and surrounded by adoring subjects. A man would

be safer in committing murder than in insulting or injuring her.




Pioneers have told the writer of

the appearance of the country adjoining Sacramento on the south in the days of

’49 and ’50. “A man could ride over the plains on horseback,” they say, “and

tie the wild oats across his saddle bow, as they rose often above the head of a

man on foot. Droves of antelope were to be seen on the plains and deer were to

be found in the groves along the river, while in the tules and along the

sloughs and lakes in the southern part of the county herds of elks passed most

of their time.” And yet, with those fertile plains at their doors, such was the

fixity of the idea that had taken hold of men’s minds and impelled them to the

mines, that they scoffed at the few wise ones who planned to take up land and

go to farming.




“What!” they would say, “would

you go out there and drudge, when you could go to the mines and pick up gold?

Why, you would starve to death out there! Not any land for me.” But among them

were men who had left the farm in the east to come to California. These men saw

that while many lucky ones made their fortunes more or less quickly in the

mines, there were thousands of others who lived from hand to mouth or went

broke in quest for gold. They looked on the face of the country and, like the

Israelites, “found it good.” They realized that the soil that would produce

such crops without cultivation would produce bounteously when properly

cultivated. They realized too that the gold diggers must be fed, and that

feeding them would bring its reward in rich profits. They knew the stock must

have hay in the winter as well as in the summer, when every spear of grass was

dried up in the absence of rain. So the wise men took up tracts of land. Some

of them purchased large grants which had been given by the Mexican government,

as had Sutter’s.




They prepared to feed the hungry,

and their descendants are carrying out their plans today. The land which the

miners, in their ignorance of the effects of climatic conditions in the valley,

designated as a desert, has proved “a land flowing with milk and honey,” and

has promoted the growth of an industrious and prosperous community which has

done its share in the upbuilding of the great commonwealth that extends along

the shore of the Pacific for a distance almost as great as that of the Atlantic

states on the ocean that washes the eastern shore of our country.




The great possibilities of our

county are only in their first stage of development. The days of the stock and

cattle men and of the herds that covered the land are gone. The days of

wheat-raising that followed them are almost past and the era of intensive

farming has come. The small home of a few acres, where the work that in the

days of the wheat farmers was distributed over a quarter or half section is now

concentrated on ten or twenty acres, has begun to take the place of the big

ranch. Instead of sparsely settled plains where the farm house, barns and

corrals were the only signs of habitation, and the rancher depended on the

peddler’s wagon to supply him with vegetables and fruit; where perhaps a few

straggling fowls were to be seen around the barn yard, and the rancher brought

out from the town his butter, eggs, condensed milk and bacon, are now to be

seen the orchard and vineyard. with perhaps a patch of alfalfa yielding green

feed the year around for the cows and chickens. “The old order changeth,

yielding place to new.” city. The telephone, the parcels post, the rural

delivery which brings to the farmer his daily paper and his letters and keeps

him in touch with the markets on which he depends for the sale of his products—

all are making the farm more attractive to the rising generation. The immense

holdings of the wheat barons are passing away and in place of the scattered

bunk-houses where in winter the men who ran the gang-plows and sowed the seed

and in summer the harvester gangs passed their nights, are the small farms of

settlers, with comfortable homes growing in beauty and attractiveness and the

children are to be found who will grow up as the next generation of our

citizens. The schoolhouse, the cornerstone of our nation’s greatness, begins to

dot the landscape and the church and post office soon are seen, a nucleus for

the thriving communities that are springing up and will soon cover the state

thickly, as they do in the east. We are coming into our own at last.



















CHAPTER I. SACRAMENTO COUNTY 





Sacramento county is situated on

the river from which it is named (Rio Sacramento, river of the Sacrament),

being bounded on the north by Placer county, on the east by Eldorado and

Amador, on the south by San Joaquin and on the west by Yolo and Solano.

Sacramento City is the county town as well as the capital of the state. The

city is in 38° 35’ north latitude and 121° 30’ west longitude from Greenwich.

The county contains nine hundred and eighty-eight square miles, only a little

less than the area of Rhode Island. The population of the county according to

the census of 1910 is sixty-seven thousand eight hundred and six, but it is

rapidly increasing, owing to the era of rapid development which has set in

during the past five years. The coming of a new transcontinental railroad—the

Western Pacific—and the approaching entry of the Great Northern and Santa Fe,

as well as several interurban electric lines either already constructed or in

course of construction, have greatly hastened its rapid progress and

prosperity. The magnificent river that flows along its western boundary bears

on its bosom, it is stated, almost as much freight annually as the mighty

Mississippi does. While the figures are not at hand to verify this statement,

it is certain that the tonnage of grain, wood, fruit, vegetables and other

products of the State which are carried on the river by steamers and barges

totals an immense amount and relieves the railroads of a very great amount of

freight during the busy season, and is a decided factor in keeping down freight

charges in the valley. The river flows through a country unsurpassed in

fertility in the whole world and producing a vast variety of grain, fruit and

vegetables. On the river and the islands bounded by its various channels and

tributaries, in addition to the fruit orchards that have been celebrated for

their fine fruit for nearly a half century past, asparagus and celery growing

have of late years become a most important and yearly increasing interest, the

former furnishing many thousands of cases of canned product, which is shipped

all over the world.




Sacramento County was one of the

large wheat growing counties many years ago, but as wheat growing became less

profitable and the land became more valuable, it gradually became utilized for

vineyard and orchard production, for which most of the land in the county is

admirably adapted. Hence of late years Sacramento has become the chief shipping

point for all kinds of fruit except the citrus varieties, and as its soil and

climate have been found to be of the best for the citrus fruits, their

production has been rapidly increasing, both in quantity and quality, the

latter being found to be inferior to none raised elsewhere. A peculiar feature

of the climatology of Sacramento and the adjoining counties on the east and

north is found in what is known as the thermal belt in the foothills and higher

portion of the plain, where the citrus fruits ripen to perfection and so much

earlier than in other sections that they are from a month to six weeks earlier

than those in the southern part of the State. They are therefore marketed

before the frosts come, reaching the eastern markets before the holiday season

and of course bringing the highest prices.




Besides these, all varieties of

deciduous fruit grow in profusion and perfection, the shipments in 1909

reaching as high as two hundred carloads in one day, and on one day in July,

1912, totaling two hundred and twenty carloads. The city of Sacramento is

thirty-one feet above the sea level, the river below Colusa having a very gradual

fall. The mountains which form the walls of the valley are visible on both

sides of the city, and the panorama of the river, plain, foothills and

mountains as seen from the dome of the capitol is-a grand one, Mt. Shasta and

Lassen Peak, more than two hundred miles away, being visible on some clear

days. The climate of the city and county is tempered by the Sierra Nevadas and

the Coast Range, and the humidity of the air in the summer is perceptibly

lessened by being shut out from the ocean to -a large degree by the Coast

Range. For this reason, while the thermometer on some days in summer shows a

high reading, the absence of moisture in the atmosphere renders it much more

comfortable than in a moister climate, and sunstrokes and heat prostrations are

practically unknown. Sacramento valley is about one hundred and fifty miles

long, with a breadth of about fifty to sixty miles, and is walled in by two

ranges of mountains, the Sierra Nevadas on the east, and the Coast Range on the

west. They gradually approach each other until they come together in Shasta

county. At the head of the valley Mount Shasta stands, looking down from his

snowy heights like a hoary sentinel placed there to watch over the welfare of

the country below. Beneath him winds the Sacramento river, on its way to water

the fertile plains to the south. The alluvial lauds along the river slowly

merge into the plains, and they gradually rise until they meet the foothills

with which the valley is fringed, the foothills in turn giving way to the higher

ranges, the loftiest peaks of which are Pyramid Peak, ten thousand and

fifty-two feet in altitude, and Alpine, ten thousand and twenty-six feet, in

the Sierra Nevadas; and Mount Johns, eight thousand feet high, in the Coast

Range. To the southwest fifty-three miles rises Mount Diablo, in a detached

range, three thousand eight hundred and fifty—six feet high, while the

Marysville Buttes, from forty to fifty miles north. rise two thousand feet out

of the level plain and cover an area of fifty-five square miles.




Adjoining the alluvial lands

along the river are the plains, ‘the soil of which is a sandy loam, a reddish

land containing some clay, and a heavy black clayish soil known as adobe. There

are also gravelly ridges running nearly north and south through the center of

the county and also east of the Cosumnes river, which comes down from Amador

county and entering the eastern part of Sacramento county, flows into the

Mokelumne river on the southern boundary. Around Folsom, on the eastern edge

and three miles from the Eldorado boundary, the soil becomes of a deep red

color and is a gold-bearing gravel which turned out many millions in the early

days, and is still mined with great profit. All these varieties of land grow

fine grapes and other fruits, which are mostly shipped to the east, bringing

good prices. Along the rivers, corn, hops and vegetables are grown in large

quantities, the hop crop being an important industry in the county. Large

quantities of vegetables are shipped to Utah, Idaho and Montana, and some even

as far east as Chicago and New York.




The American river, coming down

from Eldorado county, runs through Folsom and empties into the Sacramento just

above Sacramento City.




The greater part of the surface

of the county is level, or nearly so. As it approaches the Cosumnes it becomes

more hilly, falling again to Deer creek, which runs along the west side of the

Cosumnes river bottom, and becoming rolling land on the other side of the

Cosumnes, until it reaches the lower foothills. On the Cosumnes are hop yards,

orchards, corn and alfalfa fields. Dry creek on the south forms part of the

southern boundary and empties into the Mokelumne, which also forms a part of

the southern boundary. Thus the county is abundantly watered in its various

localities by four rivers and their tributary streams. The American, Cosumnes

and Mokelumne are all torrential streams rising in the high Sierras and with a

large area of land contributing to their watershed. Down the canyons,

therefore, through which they flow, rushes annually an immense volume of water

on its way to the ocean. In the early days this often overflowed the alluvial

lands along the Sacramento river, carrying death and destruction along its

course. Several of these floods were disastrous to Sacramento City in its early

history. Judging from the tales of the pioneers, the flood in the winter of

1862 must have covered not only the river bottoms, but also a large portion of

what is familiarly known as “the plains,” for the writer has heard old settlers

tell of transporting their provisions and other merchandise from Sacramento

during that winter on flatboats or barges almost to the town of Elk Grove. An

idea of the immense volume of water that found its way to the sea on that

occasion may be gained from the fact that it not only covered the great tule

basin of Yolo county, but also a large portion of the plains east and south of

the city to a width of many miles. Since that time the settlers have learned

the lesson that safety can be found only in high and wide levees, properly

constructed to withstand the wind and water.




But man, while always striving

against the elements and the forces of nature, often succeeds in the herculean

task of subduing them and turning the master into the servant. These same

torrential streams, which, unbridled, sweep man and his works from their path

like feathers, are being harnessed and confined to do his bidding and foster

his prosperity. The great dam at Folsom, built by the state, furnishes power to

the state’s prison as well as electricity for lighting the grounds. It has also

for many years supplied Sacramento city and county with light and power. In the

near future the water of those streams will be used again and again to turn

mills and machinery for factories, and the electrical power generated by the

rivers will be, even more than in the past, transmitted to long distances—a

factor in building up the prosperity of many a community.




The day will come, moreover, when

immense reservoirs will be constructed, either by the government or the state,

for the impounding of the flood water from the rain and melting snow and its

distribution during the long, dry summer over the thirsty land, doubling and

trebling the crops and bringing greater prosperity to the valley.




Then too will the rivers, instead

of bringing down destructive torrents upon the valley, remain within their

banks and the Sacramento. with its channel deepened, will once more see the

ships of distant nations bringing their commerce to our door.




Many centuries ago a vast sea

occupied the place now known as the Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys. The

action of sun, rain and air slowly disintegrated the surrounding mountains and

erosion set in, the detritus forming soil which was washed down into the inland

sea. eventually filling up the great basin. It is no wonder then, that, like

the valley of the Nile. which was formed in the same way, the valley of the

Sacramento became one of the richest and most fertile in the world. For nearly

half a century it was one of the great wheat-producing sections of the United

States. As the soil became exhausted for wheat-raising under the one-crop

system, the farmer began to find it necessary to change the crop. He found that

it would not only raise all varieties of fruit and berries, but that on a much

smaller acreage he could raise a far more profitable crop, as well as a more

certain one. So in a few years Sacramento developed into a great fruit shipping

center and today the Florin district is one of the largest, if not the largest

of the strawberry-growing centers in the state. Sacramento also leads in the

production of the Tokay grape, the color and quality of which always secures

for it in the eastern market the highest price.




Nor must the tule lands along the

Sacramento river in the southwestern part of the county be overlooked. Alluvial

lands of the richest quality, for some distance back from the river they have

been reclaimed and thousands of acres planted with orchards of deciduous fruits

or sown with alfalfa and used as dairy farms. Of late years they are being

reclaimed faster and asparagus and celery have been found to be very successful

and profitable crops, the former being canned in immense quantities and sent

east to supply the markets of the world.




In fact everything that can be

produced in a semi-tropical country can be grown in the Sacramento valley, and

even some fruits and other products that really belong to tropical climes. Rice

is being grown with great success and of the finest quality in Butte county, as

well as to a limited extent in Sacramento county, a large portion of the soil

of which is admirably fitted for its culture. Hemp and ramie bid fair to become

profitable textile products and much of the land is suitable for flax. Hops are

also an important product, being grown of the finest quality along the

Sacramento and the Cosumnes rivers.




A large portion of the area of

Sacramento, which is now in private ownership through subdivision, was in the

early days comprised in the old Spanish grants. The boundaries and other

matters were the cause of much costly and vexatious litigation. The grants were

as follows:




The Rancho Rio de los Americanos,

or Leidesdorff grant, lying along the American river and country around Folsom.




The Sutter Grant, or New

Helvetia.




The Sheldon Grant, embracing the

estates of Jared Sheldon and William Daylor, on the Cosumnes river, originally

known as the Rancho Omochumnes.




The Hartnell Grant, also on the

Cosumnes river.




The Rancho San Jon de los

Moquelumnes, generally known as the Chabolla Grant, on the lower Cosumnes

around Hicksville and running to the Mokelumne river.




The Arroyo Seco Grant, in Alabama

township, on Dry creek.




The Rancho San Juan, on the north

side of the American river and embracing the Carmichael colony, Fair Oaks and a

part of Orangevale.




The Rancho del Paso, formerly

known as the Norris Grant and now generally spoken of as the Haggin Grant. This

stood for more than fifty years as a barrier to the extension of the city on

the north and has only been subdivided within the past three years, the last of

the great land holdings in this county.




The Rancho Sacayac, on the north

side of the Cosumnes, between the Sheldon grant and the east line of the

county.




The Rancho Cazadores, on the

northwest side of the Cosumnes, opposite the Chabolla grant.




Sacramento is fourth among the

counties of the state in point of property valuation, Los Angeles standing

first, according to the report of State Controller Nye for the year 1912, San

Francisco being second and Alameda third. The report states that the valuation

of property in Sacramento county is $86,589,795, an increase of over $5,000,000

above the valuation for 1911. The increase is largely due to the increase of

values of property in Sacramento City, and also the subdivision, sale and improvement

of many tracts in the county. Thus is evidenced a steady growth of property in

the county, which is really just. beginning to exhibit the advantages of soil

and climate, coupled with comparatively low prices of acreage land and the

opportunity for a home market in a large city close by, which it has for many

years possessed, but has only recently advertised.




The pioneer who in the early days

crossed the dark river to the “undiscovered bourne from which no traveler

returns,” would look with astonishment on the present city. The city of tents

has grown to large dimensions. covering many square miles and containing many

stately edifices and blocks of beautiful homes. The cottonwoods and willows of

the early days have given place to long lines of stately and umbrageous elms

that embower in a grateful shade the residences along the streets, tempering

the heat of the summer days and affording a restful prospect to the eye.

Strangers visiting the city generally remark on the beauty thus enhanced, and a

visit to the Capitol dome often induces them to say: “What a beautiful city!”

Even old residents who have been absent for the past ten years look in

astonishment at the rapid changes. For in the past five years especially has

the place doffed the garb of a country town and blossomed out as a live,

progressive city. The ways of ’49 have disappeared. Finely improved streets

have rapidly come to the front, nearly one hundred miles of asphalt, oiled

macadam and some old graveled streets having taken the place of the mud holes

of twenty years ago. A splendid system of electric car service has sprung up,

connecting the old city with the suburbs, and is still extending its

ramifications. The old one and two-story buildings of early days are fast

giving way to edifices of five to eight stories, of the most modern style of

architecture. The new courthouse, costing nearly $600,000, is nearing

completion, and the splendid new city hall houses the various departments of

the city government. The stately Capitol with its magnificent park is the

admiration of all visitors, and the art gallery and Sutter’s Fort are always

points of attraction to our visitors. Modern hotels furnish accommodation to

thousands of tourists and others and the city is often spoken of as the

“loveliest city on the coast.” Investors from the east and elsewhere are

looking over the ground and several large firms are starting extensive business

adventures here. The recent annexation of the suburbs has greatly widened

Sacramento’s prospects and the fact becomes more evident each day that she is

destined in the near future to become a great city. Her geographical situation,

the immensely rich lands that surround her, the great quantities of fruit and

other products grown around her and shipped from here all over the country, are

all advertising her to the world and bringing people to her from the frozen

east to enjoy her climate and other advantages. 




To sum up its advantages:

Sacramento has the geographical advantage not only of river transportation, but

of being the natural center for all transcontinental railroads entering

Northern California. Two already pass through the city, two more will certainly

do so in the near future and two more now projected will probably do so. It

will be the center of many radiating electric roads which will bring city and

country into close touch and settle thickly adjacent territory.




The logical shipping point of all

the fruit and other products of two great valleys is here. The richest and most

productive area in the world is naturally tributary to Sacramento. The three

great alluvial basins of the Sacramento river, capable when reclaimed of

supporting several millions, are adjacent to or near Sacramento, their natural

market or shipping point. The immense amount of power capable of being

developed in the Sierra Nevadas renders it certain that many factories will

ultimately be centered here, giving employment to thousands.



















CHAPTER II. MINING 





The discovery of gold at Coloma

on the South Fork of the American river was soon heralded to the world and a

cosmopolitan assembly soon poured into California by land and sea and in a

frenzied race for riches overspread the land, peopling the gulches and ravines

that had never before been trodden by the foot of white man. Reasoning logically

that the gold on the river bars had some source more or less distant, they

explored every gully and canyon above and below Coloma, finding diggings in all

of them and many of them very rich. The country around Folsom was especially

rich, and a large population soon centered there, making it a lively mining

camp, which at one time cast considerably over two thousand votes. The bars and

banks on the American river for miles above and below the town were very rich

and were worked over by the early miners and later by hydraulic process. In the

past few years gold dredging has be-' come prevalent in that territory as well

as in Butte county. While it is impossible to obtain statistics of the amount

of gold obtained by dredging, the owners being secretive, it is known that it

runs into the millions. While the amount is so large, it is regrettable that it

cannot be obtained except at the sacrifice of much of the best land in the

state, which is transformed by the dredgers from rich orchards and vineyards

into unsightly heaps of cobblestones, and practically removed for many years

from the assessment rolls of the county as a revenue producer for the public

weal. Much damage. it is claimed, has been done to the American and other

rivers by the “slickens” from the dredges filling up the river beds and fouling

the water, and there are many who advocate the passage of laws regulating, if

not restraining, the operation of dredger mining.




Hydraulic mining succeeded the

pick, shovel, rocker and long tom of the early miners and was continued for a

number of years. The shoaling of the river beds and the frequent floods and

breaking of levees that covered the adjacent lands with sand and debris,

aroused the attention of the dwellers in the valley and a bitter controversy

was begun between the hydraulic miners and the citizens of the counties

affected. An association was formed, denominated the “Anti-Debris Association,”

composed of citizens of the counties along the Sacramento river. It was pointed

out that valuable orchards were being destroyed along and below the entry of

the tributaries of the Sacramento which carried down the detritus from the

hydraulic mines; that the bed of the Sacramento and its tributaries was being

raised by the deposits of the debris and navigation was impeded, if not utterly

destroyed in the summer, while the floods, the result of the raising of the

river plane. carried destruction to the low lands and the towns along their

banks. Marysville was a great sufferer from broken levees and inundations and

today the town lies below the level of the bottom of the river on which it is

situated, while thousands of formerly fertile acres of adjacent lands are a

waste of gravel and sand many feet deep. The association secured appropriations

for its support from the supervisors of the counties of which its membership

was composed and a long legal battle was begun with the object of compelling

the hydraulic miners to cease their operations. At last its contest was

successful and finally an injunction was obtained. prohibiting hydraulic mining

unless the debris could be successfully impounded to the satisfaction of the

association.



















CHAPTER III. CLIMATE 





The climate of Sacramento county

cannot be surpassed in the state. To the denizen of the east, where frost, snow

and ice reign for from four to six months; where the farmer works for six

months in the year to provide for his stock during the other six, our climate

is a revelation. True he misses the merry jingle of the sleigh bells, the

exhilarating sport of gliding over the ice on skates, and the other winter

sports; neither is be frozen to death in blizzards, nor does he have to build

cyclone cellars to which he may retreat while his house is being picked up and

blown into the next county. His winter sports he can easily enjoy, if he

desires, by boarding the cars and riding a few hours into the Sierras. But as a

general thing, when he has once settled in Sacramento county, he prefers to

remain where three-quarters of the winter is sunshine and the rest supplies him

with rain for the ground to store up and utilize in producing crops. Seldom

indeed does the thermometer fall below the freezing point, and many children

grow up in Sacramento without having ever seen any snow, except on the far

distant Sierras. With a climate rivaling, if not excelling, the far-famed

climate of Italy, in a land that, like Italy, produces the orange, the lemon,

the olive and the vine, why should not the emigrant from the east pronounce it

perfect and sit down content to enjoy his life here? Is the picture too highly

drawn? Ask the man from Maine, or the states bordering on the great lakes, or

the northwest, who, after traveling through cold and storm, crosses the lofty

Sierras sentinels on the east that ward off the snow from the great central valleys

of California—drops down in a couple of hours from the summit, to find the

peach and almond trees in blossom in the foothills and the earth green with the

footprints of the spring, who hears the hum of the bees, and inhales the air,

fragrant with blossoms, almost before his eyes have become used to the absence

of the glittering crystals of the snow and ice of the mountain ranges.




“What is so rare as a day in

June, 




Then, if ever, come perfect

days."




Thus wrote Lowell, the sweet

singer. But Sacramento does not need to wait till June. She has perfect days,

yes, many of them, while the streams of the New England states and the western

states are still prisoned in icy fetters, and the people snowbound or delving

in the great snow drifts that make the roads impassable.




We hear much of the vaunted

climate of southern Italy and Los Angeles. There is no wish to disparage the

merits of either. The dwellers of Sacramento county are glad to know that those

places are so blessed in climatic conditions. However, we present a few figures

in comparison. They are authentic and furnish food for reflection.




Statistics, gathered from United

States Government Weather Bureau for past fifteen years:




Southern Italy.—Average winter

temperature, 47.3; average spring temperature, 57.3; average summer

temperature, 73.7; average autumn temperature, 61.9; average yearly

temperature, 60.0; average highest temperature, 85; average lowest temperature,

20; average clear days, 220.




Los Angeles.—Average winter

temperature, 52.0; average spring temperature, 60.0; average summer

temperature, 70.0; average autumn temperature, 65.0; average yearly

temperature, 62.0; average highest temperature 109; average lowest temperature,

28; average clear days, 250.




Sacramento.—Average winter

temperature, 48.0; average spring temperature, 60.0; average summer

temperature, 75.0; average autumn temperature, 61.0; average yearly

temperature, 61.0; average highest temperature, 100; average lowest

temperature, 29; average clear days, 238.




The record of the blossoming of

fruit trees for twenty-five years previous to 1894 showed the earliest date to

have been January 20, 1888, and the latest March 8, 1871. No later data are at

hand, but the seasons have varied very little for cycles of ten years since the

settlement of the state and the growing of fruits, so that these figures may be

regarded as a fair average of conditions. Cherries ripen and are shipped from

here in April and ‘on exceptional seasons a few boxes have been shipped

earlier, the usual period of blossoming, however, being about the 15th of

February. The long, dry summer ripens all kinds of fruit perfectly, and but

rarely do the autumn rains come early enough to damage the fruit crop not

already marketed. The farmer leaves his hay or grain in the stack for months if

necessary, secure that it will not be damaged by untimely rains. Each season

thus brings its own work. As the fall months advance and the winter begins, the

rains make their appearance. The summer fallow is moistened and the grain is

sown and harrowed. The winter plowing is begun as soon as the rain has

penetrated the soil to the proper depth and when the seeding is completed the

farmer leaves the rainfall to complete the work.




In the matter of rainfall,

Sacramento county enjoys the happy medium, the average rainfall being nearly

twenty-one inches. Taken in connection with the fertility of the soil, and the

conditions surrounding the valley and influencing its climate, the fact is that

a crop failure in this county has never been recorded. and that it was the

boast of the past generation of farmers that irrigation was not necessary in

order to secure a crop. That boast was made in the days of wheat raising and

does not apply so strictly to fruit raising and later methods of farming. Still

in most sections of the county the raising of grapes and deciduous fruits and

nuts is in many cases made profitable by thorough cultivation without resorting

to irrigation.




While this is true, there are

several irrigation systems of ditches from which water can be obtained on

reasonable terms, and which is found necessary for the production of citrus

fruit and alfalfa.




The absence, or rather scarcity,

of humidity in the atmosphere at Sacramento during the summer time is a great

factor in making the heat more endurable when the thermometer shows a reading

that is high. As is well known, a high degree of atmospheric humidity

intensifies the suffering when the temperature reaches one hundred degrees or

more. In fact, in the country east of the Rocky Mountains, where showers are

more or less frequent in the summer, there is more suffering when the

thermometer rises to ninety degrees, and the air is charged with moisture, than

there would be in Sacramento when it marked one hundred degrees or more. In one

case fatalities from sunstroke are very common, while in the other sunstroke is

unknown.




The breeze from the ocean which

ascends the Sacramento river in the summer afternoons has a cooling effect on

the atmosphere and renders the evenings delightful for outdoor amusements. It

is a rare thing in Sacramento, in fact not more than two or three nights in the

year, that a person cannot sleep comfortably under a sheet or even under a

blanket or two. The spring and fall weather are delightful and winter almost

seems a misnomer when one enjoys the sunny days when a coat seems almost a

burden. No wonder, in such a climate, that the fruit trees haste to break into

blossom and fill the air with their fragrance. To the easterner, impelled by

the cold of his native state to seek a more balmy climate, Sacramento offers

one not to be excelled by any other place, in winter or summer.




Sacramento presents further

advantages to the settler. As has been stated, all kinds of fruits of the

temperate zone, all semi-tropical fruits, and even some tropical fruits ripen

here in perfection. But a peculiar climatic condition prevails in the foothill

section of the Sierras of Sacramento and the adjacent counties. It is known as

the thermal belt. The southern part of the state has been extensively advertised

as the home of the orange and the lemon. While this is true, it is equally true

that Sacramento and adjoining counties are also the home of the orange and all

other citrus fruits and the shipment of such fruits is a constantly increasing

factor in their prosperity. Many hundreds of carloads of oranges, lemons and

pomelos or grape fruit are shipped to the east annually. The very decided

advantage that Sacramento has over the southern part of the state is that her

oranges ripen from a month to six weeks earlier than in the south and her crop

is practically disposed of in the eastern market for the Thanksgiving and

holiday trade at high prices, before the southern oranges are ripe enough to

begin shipment. Such being the case, the freezing of the orange crop is a thing

unknown in Sacramento county, nor do the later varieties ever suffer from

frost. Olives thrive and bear profitable crops in Sacramento county, where

there are many orchards of them. As fine a quality of oil as is to be found in

the state is made at Fair Oaks, and both there and in several other places is

the business of pickling the ripe olive made a paying industry.




We are indebted to Nathaniel R.

Taylor, local forecaster of the United States Weather Bureau in this city, for

very valuable data concerning the climate and rainfall in this country from

1849 until the present time. We often hear persons make the assertion that our

climate is changing; that this thing or that is not as it was forty or fifty

years ago. While it is true that there is a different amount of rainfall and

temperature during individual years, it will be seen that taken in cycles of

five or ten years, the average weather of the seasons shows but little

variation, and there is no great amount of change for the past fifty years. The

increase in irrigation which has been made during the past few years, and which

will increase rapidly within the next decade may make a perceptible change in

the course of time, as the creation of the Salton sea has brought about an

increased rainfall in the southern part of the state, but as yet no noticeable

change has occurred here. As will be seen by the foregoing table, our climate

is if anything better than the vaunted climate of Italy and is not materially

different from that of Los Angeles, upon which so much stress is laid by the

inhabitants of the south. Taken all in all, the climate of our glorious state

is unequaled by that of any similar extent of country in the world, and the

Californian who desires a change of climate can easily obtain it in a few

hours, without leaving his own state. 




As will be seen by the table ‘of

absolute maximum and absolute minimum temperature for the last thirty years,

taken in cycles of ten years, the average maximum for the ten years from 1881

to 1891, inclusive, is 103.4.; that from 1891 to 1901 is 104.2’; and that from

1901 to 1911 is 103.6’. On the other side, the average minimum from 1881 to

1891 was 26.5’; from 1891 to 1901, it was 27.6’; and from 1901 to 1911 it was

29.4’.




The following table gives the

monthly, seasonal and annual rainfall from 1849 to January 1, 1912, and will be

found a very valuable one for reference. As will be seen by it, the average

seasonal rainfall for the sixty-two years is 19.48 inches, and the annual

rainfall is 19.24 inches.




Sacramento rainfall, monthly,

seasonal and annual, 1849-1911; 1849-50.—July, 0; August, 0; September, 0.25;

October, 1.50; November, 2.25; December, 12.50; January, 4.50; February, 0.50;

March, 10.00; April, 4.25; May, 0.25; June, 0; seasonal, 36.00; year, 1850;

annual. 19.50.




1850-51.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0; October, 0; November, T.; December, T.; January, 0.65; February,

0.35; March, 1.88; April, 1.14; May, 0.69; June, 0; seasonal, 4.71; year, 1851;

annual, 15.10.




1851-52.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 1.00; October, 0.18; November, 2.14; December, 7.07; January, 0.58;

February, 0.12; March, 6.40; April, 0.19; May, 0.30; June, 0; seasonal, 17.98;

year, 1852; annual, 26.99.




1852-53.—July, T.; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 0; November, 6.00; December, 13.40; January, 3.00;

February, 2.00; March, 7.00; April, 3.50; May, 1.45; June, T.; seasonal, 36.35;

year, 1853; annual, 19.99. 1853-54.—July, 0; August, 0; September, T.; October,

T.; November, 1.50; December, 1.54; January, 3.25; February, 8.50; March, 3.25;

April, 1.50; May, 0.21; June, 0.31; seasonal, 20.06; year, 1854; annual, 19.83.

-1854-55.—July, 0; August, T.; September, T.; October, 1.01; November, 0.65;

December, 1.15; January, 2.67; February, 3.46; March, 4.20; April, 4.32; May,

1.15; June, 0.01; seasonal, 18.62; year, 1855; annual, 18.56.




1855-56.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 0; November, 0.75; December, 2.00; January, 4.92;

February, 0.69; March, 1.40; April, 2.13; May, 1.84; June, 0.03; seasonal,

13.76; year, 1856; annual, 14.26.




1856-57.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 0.20; November, 0.65; December, 2.40; January, 1.38;

February, 4.80; March, 0.68; April, T.; May, T.; June, 0.35; seasonal, 10.46;

year, 1857; annual, 12.91.




1857-58.—July, 0; August, T.;

September, 0; October, 0.66; November, 2.41; December, 2.63; January, 2.44;

February, 2.46; March, 2.88; April, 1.21; May, 0.20; June, 0.10; seasonal,

14.99; year, 1858; annual, 16.80.




1858-59.—July, 0.01; August, T.;

September, T.; October, 3.01; November, 0.15; December, 4.34; January, 0.96;

February, 3.91; March, 1.64; April, 0.98; May, 1.04; June, 0; seasonal, 16.04;

year, 1859; annual, 16.86.




1859-60.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0.02; October, 0; November, 6.48; December, 1.83; January, 2.31;

February, 0.93; March, 5.11; April, 2.87; May, 2.49; June, 0.02; seasonal,

22.06; year, 1860; annual, 19.79.




1860-61.—July, 0.63; August, 0;

September, 0.06; October, 0.91; November, 0.18; December, 4.28; January, 2.67;

February, 2.92; March, 3.32; April, 0.48; May, 0.59; June, 0.14; seasonal,

16.18; year, 1861; annual, 21.48.




1861-62.—July, 0.55; August, 0;

September, 0; October, T.; November, 2.17; December, 8.64; January, 15.04;

February, 4.26; March, 2.80; April, 0.82; May, 1.81; June, 0.01; seasonal,

36.10; year, 1862; annual, 27.44. 1862-63.—July, 0; August, 0.01; September, 0;

October, 0.36; November, T.; December, 2.33; January, 1.73; February, 2.75;

March, 2.36; April, 1.69; May, 0.36; June, 0; seasonal, 11.59; year, 1863;

annual, 12.20.




1863-64.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 0; November, 1.49; December, 1.82; January, 1.08;

February, 0.19; March, 1.30; April, 1.08; May, 0.74; June, 0.09; seasonal,

7.79; year, 1864; annual, 19.27.




1864-65.—July, 0; August, 0.08;

September, T.; October, 0.12; November, 6.72; December, 7.87; January, 4.78;

February, 0.71; March, 0.48; April, 1.37; May, 0.46; June, 0; seasonal, 22.59;

year, 1865; annual, 11.15.




1865-66.—July, T.; August, 0;

September, 0.08; October, 0.48; November, 2.43; December, 0.36; January. 7.70;

February, 2.01; March, 2.02; April, 0.48; May, 2.25; June, 0.10; seasonal,

17.91; year, 1866; annual, 26.52.




1866-67.—July, 0.02; August, 0;

September, 0; October, T.; November, 2.43; December, 9.51; January, 3.44;

February, 7.10; March, 1.01; April, 1.80; May, 0.01; June, 0; seasonal, 25.32;

year, 1867; annual, 30.03.




1867-68.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0.01; October, 0; November, 3.81; December, 12.85; January, 604;

February, 3.15; March, 4.35; April, 2.31; May, 0.27; June, T.; seasonal, 32.79;

year, 1868; annual, 19.50.




1868-69.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0; October, 0; November, 0.77; December, 2.61; January, 4.79;

February, 3.63; March, 2.94; April, 1.24; May, 0.65; June, 0.01; seasonal,

16.64; year, 1869; annual, 18.19.




1869-70.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 2.12; November, 0.85; December, 1.96; January, 1.37;

February, 3.24; March, 1.64; April, 2.12; May, 0.27; June, T.; seasonal, 13.57;

year, 1870; annual, 10.21.




1870-71.—July, T.; August, T.;

September, 0; October, 0.02; November, 0.58; December, 0.97; January, 2.08;

February, 1.92; March, 0.69; April, 1.45; May, 0.76; June, T.; seasonal, 8.47;

year, 1871; annual, 18.92.




1871-72.—July, 0; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 0.21; November, 1.22; December, 10.59; January, 4.04;

February, 4.74; March, 1.94; April, 0.61; May, 0.28; June, 0.02; seasonal,

23.65; year, 1872; annual, 19.17.




1872-73.——July, 0; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 0.22; November, 1.93; December, 5.39; January, 1.23;

February, 4.36; March, 0.55; April, 0.51; May, 0; June, T.; seasonal, 14.19;

year, 1873; annual, 18.20.




1873-74.—~July, 0.02; August, T.;

September, 0; October, 0.31; November, 1.21; December, 10.01; January, 5.20;

February, 1.86; March, 3.05; April, 0.99; May, 0.37; June, T.; seasonal, 22.92;

year, 1874; annual, 17.92.




1874-75.—July, T.; August, 0;

September, 0.05; October, 2.26; November, 3.80; December, 0.44; January, 8.70;

February, 0.55; March, 0.80; April, T.; May, T.; June, 1.10; seasonal, 17.70;

year, 1875; annual, 23.31.




1875-76—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0; October, 0.44; November, 6.20; December, 5.52; January, 4.99;

February, 3.75; March, 4.15; April, 1.10; May, 0.15; June, 0; seasonal, 26.30;

year, 1876; annual, 18.12.




1876-77—July, 0.21; August, 0.02;

September, 'l‘.; October, 3.45; November, 0.30; December, 0; January, 2.77;

February, 1.04; March, 0.56; April, 0.19; May, 0.64; June, 0.01; seasonal,

9.19; year, 1877; annual, 8.44. -1877-78—July, T.; August, T.; September, 0;

October, 0.73; November, 1.07; December, 1.43; January, 9.26; February, 8.04;

March, 3.09; April, 1.07; May, 0.17; June, 0; seasonal, 24.86; year, 1878;

annual, 23.45.




1878-79—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0.29; October, 0.55, November, 0.51; December, 0.47; January, 3.18;

February, 3.88; March, 4.88; April, 2.66; May, 1.30; June, 0.13; seasonal,

17.85; year, 1879; annual, 22.37.




1879-80——July, T.; August, T.;

September, 0; October, 0.88; November, 2.05; December, 3.41; January, 1.64;

February, 1.83; March, 1.70; April, 14.20; May, 0.76; June, 0; seasonal, 26.47;

year, 1880; annual, 31.99.




1880-81—July, T.; August, 0;

September, 0; October, 0; November, 0.05; December, 11.81; January, 6.14;

February, 5.06; March, 1.37; April, 1.64; May, T.; June, 0.50; seasonal, 26.57;

year, 1881; annual, 20.71.




1881-82—July, T. ; August, 0;

September, 0.30; October, 0.55; November, 1.88; December, 3.27; January, 1.89;

February, 2.40; March, 3.78; April, 1.99; May, 0.35; June, 0.10; seasonal,

16.51; year, 1882; annual, 18.06.




1882-83—July, T.; August, 0;

September, 0.57; October, 2.63; November, 3.22; December, 1.13; January, 2.23;

February, 1.11; March, 3.70; April, 0.67; May, 2.85; June, 0; seasonal, 18.11;

year, 1883; annual, 13.48.




1883-84—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0.90; October, 0.97; November, 0.61; December, 0.44; January, 3.43;

February, 4.46; March, 8.14; April, 4.32; May, 0.06; June, 1.45; seasonal,

24.78; year, 1884; annual, 34.92.




1884-85—July, 0; August, T.;

September, 0.60-; October, 2.01, November, 0; December, 10.45; January, 2.16;

February, 0.49; March, 0.08; April, 0.68; May, T.; June, 0.11; seasonal, 16.58;

year, 1885; annual, 20.72.




1885-86—July, T.; August, 0;

September, 0.08; October, 0.02; November, 11.34; December, 5.76; January, 7.95;

February, 0.29; March, 2.68; April, 4.08; May, 0.07; June, 0; seasonal, 32.27;

year, 1886; annual, 18.17.




1886-87—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0; October, 0.68; November, 0.21; December, 2.21; January, 1.12;

February, 6.28; March, 0.94; April, 2.53; May, T.; June, 0; seasonal, 13.97;

year, 1887; annual, 13.43.




1887-88—July, 0; August, T.;

September, 0.02; October, 0; November, 0.45; December, 2.09; January, 4.81;

February, 0.57; March, 3.04; April, 0.10; May, 0.40; June, 0.08; seasorial,

11.56; year, 1888; annual, 18.46.




1888-89—July, T.; August, T.;

September, 0.55; October, 0; November, 4.28; December, 4.63; January, 0.15;

February, 0.33; March, 6.25; April, 0.26; May, 3.25; June, 0.25; seasonal,

19.95; year, 1889; annual, 27.48.




1889-90—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0; October, 6.02; November, 3.15; December, 7.82; January, 6.62;

February, 4.06; March, 3.00; April, 1.33; May, 1.80; June, 0; seasonal, 33.80;

year, 1890; annual, 20.95.




1890-91—July, 0; August, T.;

September, 0.80; October, T.; November, 0; December, 3.34; January, 0.53;

February, 6.61; March, 1.78; April, 2.04; May, 0.66; June, 0.05; seasonal,

15.81; year, 1891; annual, 15.63.




1891-92—July, T.; August, 0;

September, 0.10; October, 0.10; November, 0.48; December, 3.28; January, 1.78;

February, 2.84; March, 3.02; April, 1.20; May, 2.38; June, T.; seasonal, 15.18;

year, 1892; annual, 23.60.




1892-93—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0.18; October, 0.70; November, 6.60, December, 4.90; January, 3.27;

February, 2.66; March, 3.51; April, 1.08; May, 1.05; June, 0; seasonal, 23.95;

year, 1893; annual, 16.59. 




1893-94—July, T.; August, T.;

September, 0.22; October, 0.12; November, 2.92; December, 1.76; January, 4.17;

February, 3.92; March 0.74; April, 0.34; May, 1.70; June, 0.46; seasonal,

16.35; year, 1894; annual, 22.61.




1894-95—July, T.; August, T.;

September, 0.88; October, 1.06; November, 0.48; December, 8.86; January, 8.42;

February, 1.84; March, 1.20; April, 0.86; May, 0.51; June, 0; seasonal, 24.11;

year, 1895; annual, 17.38.




1895-96—July, 0.04; August, T.;

September, 1.26: October, 0.17; November, 1.54; December, 1.54; January, 9.76;

February, 0.09; March, 2.57; April, 5.34; May, 0.92; June, 0; seasonal, 23.23;

year, 1896; annual, 25.06.




1896-97—July, T.; August, 0.20;

September, 0.31; October, 0.55; November, 3.56; December, 1.76; January, 3.66;

February, 4.15; March.




2.54; April, 0.25; May, 0.30;

June, 0.04; seasonal, 17.32; year, 1897; annual, 15.32. 




1897 -98—July, 0 ; August, 0.01 ;

September, 0.16; October, 1.96; November, 0.61; December, 1.64; January, 0.98;

February, 3.19; March, 0.04; April, 0.28; May, 1.50; June, 0.14; seasonal,

10.51; year, 1898; annual, 10.04. 




1898-99—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0.36; October, 0.64; November, 0.61; December, 2.30; January, 3.94;

February, 0.04; March, 6.02; April, 0.10; May, 0.54; June, 0.49; seasonal,

15.04; year, 1899. annual, 21.14.




1899-00—July, 0; August, 0.02;

September, 0; October, 4.46; Nov ember, 2.62; December, 2.91; January, 3.54;

February, 0.32; March, 1.61, April, 1.88; May, 2.88; June, T.; seasonal, 20.24;

year, 1900: annual, 17.91.




1900-01—July, T.; August, 0;

September. 0.06; October, 1.74; Nov ember, 4.50; December, 1.38; January, 3.70;

February. 5.32; March, 0.48; April, 2.23; May, 0.80; June, T.; seasonal, 20.21;

year, 1901; annual, 18.52.




1901-02—July, 0; August, T.;

September, 0.56; October, 1.56; November, 2.68; December, 1.19; January, 0.95;

February, 6.52; March, 1.99; April. 1.36; May, 0.45; June, 0.01; seasonal,

17.27; year, 1902; annual, 17.88.




1902-03—July, 0; August, T.;

September, 0; October, 1.67; November, 2.02; December, 2.91; January, 3.05; February,

1.70; March, 4.81; April, 0.46; May, T.; June, T.; seasonal, 16.62; year,.

1903; annual, 14.70.




1903-04—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0; October, 0.12; November, 3.44; December, 1.12; January, 0.45;

February, 5.26; March, 5.43; April, 1.02; May, 0.03; June, T.; seasonal, 16.87;

year, 1904; annual, 20.99.




1904-05—July, T.; August, 0.07;

September, 3.62; October, 1.86; November 2.05; December, 1.20; January, 3.33;

February, 2.47; March, 3.75; April, 1.18; May, 2.45; June, 0; seasonal, 21.98;

year, 1905; annual, 14.97.




1905-06—-July, 0; August, T.;

September, 0.03; October, 0; November, 1.20; December, 0.56; January, 6.63;

February, 3.02; March, 8.45; April, 1.21; May, 2.24; June, 0.59; seasonal,

23.93; year, 1906; annual, 30.70.




1906-07—July, 0; August, T.;

September, 0.20; October, T.; November, 0.99; December, 7.37; January, 4.63;

February, 2.37; March, 7.28; April, 0.25; May, 0.10; June, 0.85; seasonal,

24.04; year, 1907; annual, 20.05.




1907-08-—July, 0; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 1.20; November, 0.04; December, 3.33; January, 3.84;

February, 2.75 March, 0.42; April, 0.08; May, 0.54; June, T.; seasonal, 12.20;

year. 1908; annual, 11.21.




1908-09—.July, T.; August, 0;

September, 0.05; October, 0.26; November, 1.23; December, 2.04; January, 9.65;

February. 6.68; March, 1.84; April, T.; May, T.; June, 0.03; seasonal, 21.78;

year. 1909; annual, 24.87.




1909-10—July, 0; August, 0;

September, 0.21; October, 1.27; November, 1.32; December, 3.87; January, 1.48;

February, 0.83; March, 3.06; April, 0.11; May, 0.03; June, T.; seasonal, 12.18;

year. 1910; annual, 7.78.




1910-11—July, T.; August, 0;

September, 0.20; October, 0.28; November; 0.17; December, 1.62; January, 12.72;

February, 1.88: March, 4.30; April, 0.66; May, 0.03; June, 0.12; seasonal,

21.98; year. 1911; annual, 21.11.




1911-12—July, 0; August, 0;

September, T.; October, 0.18; November, 0.15; December, 1.07; January, 0;

February, 0; March, 0; April, 0; May, 0; June, 0; seasonal, 0; year, 1912;

annual, 0; Means (62 years), July, 0.02; August, 0.01; September, 0.22;

October, 0.83; November, 2.02; December, 3.95; January, 3.96; February, 2.89;

March, 3.00; April, 1.58; May, 0.80; June, 0.12; seasonal, 19.48; annual,

19.24.




 




TEMPERATURES 




 




Following is a table of absolute

maximum and minimum temperatures since 1878:




Year, 1878: Absolute maximum, 100

in August; absolute minimum, 24 in December.




Year, 1879: Absolute maximum, 103

in August; absolute minimum, 25 in December.




Year, 1880: Absolute maximum, 98

in July; absolute minimum, 25 in January.




Year, 1881: Absolute maximum, 98

in July; absolute minimum, 32 in November and December.




Year, 1882: Absolute maximum, 100

in August and September; absolute minimum, 27 in December.




Year, 1883: Absolute maximum, 104

in July; absolute minimum, 22 in January and February.




Year, 1884: Absolute maximum, 100

in August; absolute minimum, 21 in February.




Year, 1885: Absolute maximum, 105

in August; absolute minimum, 34 in January.




Year, 1886: Absolute maximum, 105

in July; absolute minimum, 28 in January.




Year, 1887: Absolute maximum, 100

in June, August and September; absolute minimum, 28 in November.




Year, 1888: Absolute maximum, 108

in August; absolute minimum, 19 in January.




Year, 1889: Absolute maximum, 104

in July, absolute minimum, 31 in January and February.




Year, 1890: Absolute maximum, 102

in July; absolute minimum, 29 in January.




Year, 1891: Absolute maximum, 106

in June, July and August; absolute minimum, 26 in December.




Year, 1892: Absolute maximum, 106

in August; absolute minimum, 26 in December.




Year, 1893: Absolute maximum, 103

in July; absolute minimum, 28 in December.




Year, 1894: Absolute maximum, 108

in August; absolute minimum, 26 in December.




Year, 1895: Absolute maximum, 102

in June; absolute minimum, 28 in December.




Year, 1896: Absolute maximum, 104

in July, absolute minimum, 28 in January.




Year, 1897: Absolute maximum, 105

in July; absolute minimum, 28 in December.




Year, 1898: Absolute maximum, 110

in August, absolute minimum, 26 in January.




Year, 1899: Absolute maximum, 102

in July; absolute minimum, 30 in February.




Year, 1900: Absolute maximum, 102

in August; absolute minimum, 30 in December.




Year, 1901: Absolute maximum, 105

in August; absolute minimum, 26 in January.




Year, 1902: Absolute maximum, 107

in July; absolute minimum, 29 in January.




Year, 1903: Absolute maximum, 102

in September; absolute minimum, 29 in January.




Year, 1904: Absolute maximum, 102

in September, absolute minimum, 32 in January.




Year, 1905: Absolute maximum, 110

in July; absolute minimum, 28 in December. 




Year, 1906: Absolute maximum, 104

in July, absolute minimum, 30 in December.




Year, 1907: Absolute maximum, 99

in August; absolute minimum, 31 in January..




Year, 1908: Absolute maximum, 103

in August; absolute minimum, 28 in December.




Year, 1909: Absolute maximum, 101

in July; absolute minimum, 29 in December.




Year, 1910: Absolute maximum, 103

in May; absolute minimum, 28 in January. 




Year, 1911: Absolute maximum, 100

in July; absolute minimum, 30 in December.




The following tables will be

found of interest in relation to climate:




 




TEMPERATURE, RELATIVE HUMIDITY

AND PERCENTAGE OF SUNSHINE.




 




Average Conditions by Months

Humidity 24 years. Sunshine mean for 5 years.




January: Humidity, 5 a. m., 86;.5

p. m. 71; per cent of sunshine, 37; hours of sunshine, 111.5.




February: Humidity, 5 a. m., 83;

5 p. m., 61; per cent of sunshine, 54; hours of sunshine, 162.2.




March: Humidity, 5 a. m., 81; 5

p. m., 55; per cent of sunshine, 63; hours of sunshine, 234.5.




April: Humidity, 5 a. m., 79; 5

p. m., 46; per cent of sunshine, 81; hours of sunshine, 323.4.




May: Humidity, 5 a. m., 78; 5 p.

m., 44; per cent of sunshine, 83; hours of sunshine, 368.0.




June: Humidity, 5 a. m., 75; 5 p.

m., 38; per cent of sunshine, 87; hours of sunshine, 390.4.




July: Humidity, 5 a. m., 75; 5 p.

m., 34; per cent of sunshine. 96-, hours of sunshine, 434.3.




August: Humidity, 5 a. m., 75; 5

p. m., 35; per cent of sunshine, 96; hours of sunshine, 405.4.




September: Humidity, 5 a. m., 72;

5 p. m., 36; per cent of sunshine, 88; hours of sunshine, 329.3.




October: Humidity, 5 a. m., 74; 5

p. m., 43; per cent of sunshine, 77; hours of sunshine, 265.7.




November: Humidity, 5 a. m., 76;

5 p. m., 53; per cent of sunshine, 60; hours of sunshine, 180.0.




December: Humidity. 5 a. m., 82;

5 p. m., 40; per cent of sunshine, 38; hours of sunshine. 111.2.




 




EXTREME TEMPERATURES.




 




1878 to 1911, Inclusive.




January: Absolute maximum. 72;

year and date, 30, 1899; absolute minimum. 19; year and date, 14,1888.




February: Absolute maximum, 76;

year and date, 28, 1889; absolute minimum, 21; year and date, 13, 1884.




March: Absolute maximum, 80; year

and date, 30, 1882; absolute minimum, 29; year and date, 15, 1880.




April: Absolute maximum, 89; year

and date, 24, 1910; absolute minimum, 35; year and date, 4, 1901.




May: Absolute maximum, 103; year

and date, 30,1910; absolute minimum, 39; year and date, 9, 1896.




June: Absolute maximum, 106; year

and date, 30, 1891; absolute minimum, 44; year and date, 1, 1890.




July: Absolute maximum, 110; year

and date, 8, 1905; absolute minimum, 47; year and date, 3, 1901.




August: Absolute maximum, 110;

year and date, 11, 1898; absolute minimum, 48; year and date, 30, 1887.




September: Absolute maximum, 106;

year and date, 11, 1888; absolute minimum, 44; year and date. 18, 1882.




October: Absolute maximum. 98;

year and date, 3, 1885; absolute minimum. 36; year and date, 14, 1881.




November: Absolute maximum, 81;

year and date, 5, 1898; absolute minimum, 27; year and date, 28, 1880.




December: Absolute maximum, 69;

year and date, 8, 1893; absolute minimum, 24; year and date, 14. 1883. 



















CHAPTER IV. GEN. JOHN A. SUTTER 





No man’s name is so intimately

connected with the settlement of Sacramento city and county as that of Gen.

John A. Sutter, the first permanent white settler within its limits and the

pioneer of civilization here. Born of Swiss parents, in the Grand Duchy of

Baden, February 28, 1803, and educated there, he entered the French military

service as captain under Charles X and remained there until he was thirty years

of age. Embarking for New York, he arrived there in July, 1834, having come to

select a place and prepare the way for a colony of his countrymen in the west.

His first location was at St. Charles, Mo., but having lost his property

through the sinking of a vessel, he abandoned the place. Leaving St. Louis,

where he had stayed for a time, he went to New Mexico. There he met some

hunters and trappers, who told him of Upper California, whither they had

journeyed, of its fertile and beautiful valleys, its verdant foothills and its

lofty mountain ranges, covered with magnificent pine and redwood forests. He at

once resolved to go to this state and make it his future field of labor. There

being no lines of steamers running to California ports, the only way of

arriving here was to cross the plains and mountains with one of the trapping

expeditions of the American or English fur companies. Accordingly, April 1,

1836, he joined Captain Tripp, of the American Fur Company, and traveled with

him to the rendezvous in the Rocky Mountains. Crossing the mountains with six

horsemen, after a long and dangerous trip, he arrived at Fort Vancouver.

Embarking on a vessel bound for the Sandwich Islands, he hoped to find an

opportunity to sail thence to the Pacific Coast and sailed from the islands in

a vessel bound for Sitka and from there down the coast. July 2, 1839, the

vessel was driven by furious gales into the bay of Yerba Buena (as San

Francisco was then called), and there was boarded by a government officer with

an armed force, who ordered him to leave, saying that Monterey, ninety miles

south, was the port of entry. Sutter, however, obtained leave to stay

forty-eight hours in order to procure supplies.




When he reached Monterey he

succeeded in meeting Governor Alvarado, whom he told that he wished to secure

and colonize a section of country in Upper California on the Sacramento river.

The governor, who was desirous that the country should be subdued and settled,

warmly approved Sutter’s plan, but warned him that the Indians were hostile and

would not allow the whites to settle there; further, that they had robbed the

people of San Jose and the lower country of their cattle and other property.

However, he gave Sutter a passport with authority to explore and occupy any

territory he might consider desirable for his colony, and requested him to

return in one year, when he should have his citizenship acknowledged and

receive a grant of such lands as he might desire to secure.




Returning to Yerba Buena, which

at that time contained scarcely fifty inhabitants, Sutter secured a schooner

and several small boats with which to explore the interior, and started with

ten whites to ascend the river. He could secure no guide, as no one could be

found who had ever ascended the Sacramento river. However, in eight days he

discovered the mouth of the river. Reaching a point about ten miles below the

present city of Sacramento, he came on a party of about two hundred Indians who

showed hostility. As some of the Indians fortunately understood Spanish, Sutter

was able to assure them that there were no Spaniards (against whom the Indians

showed particular hostility) among his party, and explained that he was simply

a peaceful citizen. coming among them to settle and trade. Finally he was

guided by two Indians who spoke Spanish, up the river to the Feather river. He

made his way up this river for some distance, but some of his white men became

alarmed and discontented and he was constrained to return. Reaching the mouth

of the American river, he ascended it a short distance, and August 15, 1839,

landed at a point on the southern side, where he afterward established his

tannery, within the limits of the present city. After landing his effects on

the following morning, he informed the discontented whites that if they wished

to return to Yerba Buena they could do so, but that he was determined to

remain. and that the Kanakas were willing to remain with him. Three of the

whites determined to leave and he put them in possession of the schooner, with

instructions to them to deliver it to its owners when they reached Yerba Buena.

They started the next day.




Three weeks later he moved to the

spot where he afterwards constructed Fort Sutter, which was destined in a few

years to become the nucleus of civilization in the Sacramento valley. He

encountered many troubles with the Indians in the early days of his settlement,

and a number of plots were laid to massacre him and his men and secure the

goods which were such a great temptation to the aborigines.




These plots were foiled, several

of them, as the Indians afterwards confessed to him, through the vigilance of

his favorite bulldog. Afterward many of the Indians, at first most hostile to

him, became his firmest friends and co-operated with him in his work. He now

devoted himself to agriculture and raising cattle and soon became wealthy and

prosperous. His companions at this time were six nomadic whites of various

nationalities, and eight Kanakas, who always remained faithful to him, and who

constituted his “colony” and his army. They aided him in subduing and

colonizing a large area before totally unknown and inhabited by roving tribes

of hostile Indians.




The nearest white settlement was

at Martinez, and the Indians around him were known as “Diggers,” from their

habit of digging roots for food. In the fall of 1839 he bought from Senor

Martinez three hundred head of cattle, thirty horses and thirty mares. During

the fall eight more white men were added to his colony. Having been

considerably handicapped by the lack of lumber and timber during his

construction of the fort, he floated some down the American river, and was also

compelled to send for some to Bodega, on the coast, a distance of several

hundred miles. In 1840 five white men who had crossed the Rocky Mountains with

him and whom he had left in Oregon, joined him, swelling his colony to

twenty-five, seventeen being white men and the others being Kanakas. During the

fall of that year General Sutter was forced to make open war on the Mokelumne

Indians, who had become troublesome, stealing livestock from the settlers and

rendering themselves obnoxious by their acts and menaces. He marshalled his

army of “six brave men and two baqueros,” as his diary quaintly states, and

marched against the Indians in the night time. Coming to the camp where they

had concentrated over two hundred warriors, he attacked them so determinedly

that they retreated and sued for peace. He granted it readily and it was ever

afterward mutually maintained.




In time he made the Indians

cultivate the soil, help build his fort, care for the stock and be useful in

various other ways. In the military history of California, at a later date, he

and his Indians were an important factor. He purchased a thousand more cattle

and seventy-five more horses and mules, and his herds began to increase in

numbers and value. He sent hides to San Francisco, kept supplies for the

trappers and purchased their skins and either employed all the mechanics and

laborers or found work for them.




In June, 1841, General Sutter

visited Monterey, the capital, where he was declared a Mexican citizen and

received from Governor Alvarado a. grant for his land, under the name of New

Helvetia, he having caused a survey of it to be made for him. He was also

honored with a commission as “represendente del Govierno en las fronteras

del norte y encargado de la justicia.” He was visited shortly after by

Captain Ringgold of the United States exploring expedition under Commodore

Wilkes. About the same time Alexander Rotcheff, governor of the Russian

possessions, Fort Ross and Bodega, offered to sell to him the Russian

possessions, settlements and ranches at those places. The terms were

advantageous and Sutter purchased them at a price of $30,000. Besides the vast

area of real estate, he came into possession of two thousand cattle, over one

thousand horses, fifty mules and two thousand sheep, the most of which were

driven to New Helvetia and added to his herds there. In 1844 he petitioned

Governor Micheltorena for the grant or purchase of the sobrante or

surplus, over the first eleven leagues of land within the bounds of the survey

of the Alvarado grant, which the governor agreed to let him have, but the grant

was not finally executed until February 5, 1845. During this time he had

rendered valuable military services and advanced suppli.es to the government to

enable it to suppress the Castro rebellion. For these considerations and

personal services he obtained by Purchase the sobrante or surplus.




When the Mexican war broke out,

although Sutter was a Mexican citizen and an officer under that government, his

respect for the citizens and the institutions of the United States was such

that his unbounded hospitality was extended to all Americans, civil or

military, who visited him. When the country surrendered to the American forces,

Sutter, being convinced that all was over, heartily hoisted the American flag

July 11, 1846, and accompanied it with a salute from the guns of the fort.

Lieutenant Missoon, of the United States navy, soon after organized a garrison

for the fort and gave Sutter the command which he held till peace was declared.

He was appointed alcalde by Commodore Stockton and Indian agent by General

Kearney, with a salary of $750 a year, but his first trip in discharge of his

duty cost him $1600 and he naturally resigned his office. During all these

years his hand and his fort were always open to relieve the distressed. As he

said afterwards, “I have never turned a man away hungry or refused him

shelter.” Many a party of immigrants who had arrived near the fort half-starved

and destitute, sent one of the party in advance to ask assistance, and Sutter

always granted it, often sending an expedition out to bring in the exhausted.

On one occasion Captain Fremont, who had been exploring farther north with a

party, managed to reach the fort and announced that his party was exhausted and

destitute some distance away. General Sutter immediately dispatched an

expedition which relieved them and brought them in. A handsome fortune was

expended by him in like charitable acts and he was a great favorite among the

pioneers on account of his largehearted generosity. The hungry he never turned

away. Often they were nursed back to health and strength on his place. On one

occasion a solitary starving immigrant reached the fort and announced that his

party some distance behind were starving. Immediately General Sutter packed

seven mules with supplies and sent them in charge of two Indian boys to the

rescue of the party. On their arrival everything was seized and devoured by the

famished wretches. Other starving immigrants arriving on the scene, they killed

the seven mules and ate them, then killed and ate the two Indian boys.

Afterwards Sutter said with much feeling, “They ate my Indian boys all

up."




However, evil days were at hand.

“Ingratitude, more strong than traitor’s arms” was to reduce the old pioneer to

poverty. Gold was discovered. While a boon to the country and hailed with

delight all over the world, this proved the ruin of the grand old man. His

laborers and mechanics deserted him. His mill was forced to cease operation. He

could not hire labor to plant his crops or cut his ripened grain. Laborers

would not work for less than an ounce of gold a day, as they could often make

more in the mines. The influx of immigration had brought men of all nations.

Among them were many who had no respect for the property of others. Convicts

from Australia, thieves and murderers from the east, flocked to the coast.




Both as a Mexican citizen and as

a citizen of the United States by the treaty with Mexico, General Sutter

considered himself doubly protected in his property rights and felt that he

held a strong claim on his country’s justice. But many of the newcomers took

forcible possession of his land and began to cut his wood, claiming that it was

vacant and unappropriated land of the United States. Up to January, 1852, the

settlers had occupied all of his land capable of settlement and appropriation,

while another class had stolen all of his cattle, horses, mules, sheep and

hogs, except a few that he himself had sold. During the high water of 1849-50

one party of five men killed and sold enough of his cattle (which were

surrounded by water near the river) to amount to $60,000. Despoiled of his

property, he removed to the west bank of the Feather and took up his residence

at Hock farm, where, in the midst of his family, recently arrived from England,

he led a quiet life. Later he went to Washington to press his claims upon the

government for the losses sustained by him from the immigrants in the early

days. During 1873 he removed to Lititz, Pa., and June 18, 1880, he died at

Washington, D. C., after having devoted his last years to endeavoring to obtain

from congress redress for his wrongs. It is to the honor of California that in

1864 a bill was introduced in the state senate by Hon. J. P. Buckley and became

a law, appropriating $15,000 to be paid in installments of $250 per month, for

the benefit of Sutter and his heirs. In 1870 another bill by Hon. W. E.

Eichelroth was passed, providing $250 a month for two years, and in 1872 a

similar bill by Hon. B. C. Northrup. Thus the state he founded, more grateful

than the country to which he was instrumental in giving an empire whose gold

saved the Union in the Civil War, made the latter days of the noble-hearted old

man comfortable.



















CHAPTER V. THE FORT RESTORED 





As time rolled on after General

Sutter removed to his farm, and afterwards to the east, the decay of the old

fort set in. Wind and storm did their work. The adobe bricks became loosened,

and the tiles of the roof became broken and loosened. The property had passed

into other hands and was used for other purposes than had been originally

intended. The two blocks on which the fort stood had been cut up into lots by

John A. Sutter, Jr., and sold to different parties, but had finally all come

into the ownership of Benjamin Merrill, who was residing in the east. Like many

non-residents, he took Bo care of the property and allowed it to deteriorate.

Some enterprising individual stuck a long hop pole, bearing an old red flannel

shirt, through the roof like a flag pole. The underpinning became dilapidated

and the venerable ruin was used as a chicken house and hog pen. The walls

cracked open, and it was-evident that the days of the historic relic would soon

be ended by its collapse. Many citizens regretted its passing, but as usual

nothing was done to preserve it.




Finally the board of city

trustees decided to open Twenty-seventh street from K to L. The street would

run through the old fort and necessitate its destruction. Still the community

was apathetic and the historic building seemed doomed. But Sacramento contained

one patriotic citizen who was determined to avert this disgrace, if possible.

Gen. James G. Martine, whose brain was always filled with ideas for promoting

the progress and prosperity of the city, took immediate action. As a result the

following open letter was published, June 4, 1889, in the Record-Union,

and later in the press of the coast, and also in many newspapers in the east,

where it would come to the notice of pioneers:




“To the Pioneers of the Pacific

Coast, Gentlemen: In the year '49, and even before that date, you left home,

friends and all that was dear to yon, and journeyed to the shores of the broad

Pacific in search of fame and fortune. After many months of toil and hardship

you finally reached her golden shores, both tired and hungry. Who was the first

to reach you a helping hand and say to you: ‘Come, my sons, you are strangers

in a strange land, and while you are here make my house your home, and what is

in it is yours’? Pioneers, do you remember how grateful you felt then for the

shelter given you by Sutter’s fort!’ Well, gentlemen, that was nearly forty

years ago, and the old fort is still in the same place, but in a most wretched

condition, and while most of your noble band have been blessed with good

health, wealth and happiness, this old friend has fared badly. It is now old

and can hardly stand, and unless you come to the rescue it will soon fall by

the wayside. Pioneers, there are many of you on the Pacific Coast. and a few dollars

from each of you would buy the ground and fix up the old Sutter’s fort as it

was in the old days of ’49. Once repaired, it would be a lasting monument to

you all long after you have crossed the silent river. I am not rich by any

means, but if the Pioneers or Native Sons do not take this worthy object in

hand at once, I suggest that a subscription be raised among the citizens of

Sacramento to purchase the ground and repair the old fort. I will subscribe

fifty dollars towards it. Sacramento has but few historic relics left, and it

would be a burning shame to have Sutter’s fort -torn down. The city authorities

have already announced their intention of pulling it down unless something is

done with it, and there is no time to lose."




(Signed) J. G. MARTINE.




The appeal commanded attention

and responses came from individuals throughout the state, commending Mr.

Martine’s proposal, and making donations toward carrying it out. Mr. Martine

obtained a subscription from Col. C. F. Crocker of $15,000 on behalf of himself

and family, and $500 from Mrs. Leland Stanford, the governor stating later that

he would make up any existing deficiency. The Native Sons took up the matter,

and Mr. Merrill finally set a price of $20,000 on the property, subscribing

$2,000 of the amount himself. It was found, when the first payment was made,

September 12, 1889, that John Rider and the city of Sacramento owned an

interest in a part of the fort, but the title was cleared and the purchase

made, the Native Sons’ canvassing committee and others having secured the

necessary funds. The property was deeded to the Native Sons and by them to the

state.




In 1891 the legislature passed a

bill appropriating $20,000 for the restoration of the fort, and it is worthy of

remembrance that in the assembly Beecher and Phillips, both members of the

order of Native Sons, voted against it, the latter moving to cut down the

appropriation to $10,000. The governor appointed as the first board of trustees

to manage the property, which had been conveyed to the state: C. E. Grunsky, of

San Francisco; E. E. Gaddis, Woodland; Frank D. Ryan, Sacramento; Charles E.

Hollister, Courtland, and Eugene J. Gregory, Sacramento, all natives of

California. Considerable feeling was engendered among the Pioneers, who had

worked and contributed to the purchase of the fort, that no member of their

society had been appointed on the board. The first adobe brick for the

restoration of the fort was laid September 21, 1891, the bricks being made from

the soil on which the fort stands, mixed with straw, and of the same material

which Sutter used in its construction. The same cannon which guarded the fort

after its completion are to be seen on the grounds today, as well as the heavy

cannon which General Sutter purchased from the Russians with Fort Ross, one of

which was presented to John Stuber in 1855 by General Sutter, and which for

many years guarded the entrance of Pioneers’ Hall on Seventh street. The

original adobe bricks were made by the Digger Indians, who used their hands for

molding them and their finger marks were to be seen when they were again used.




One of them was dislodged from

the wall during the restoration, and was found to be the corner-stone, on which

was chiseled signs of the “Indian Masonic” order which was known to exist among

the tribes. The tiles used in the restoration were of ancient Spanish

manufacture, such as were used in the early days. The fort as restored is

constructed with double adobe bricks, covered with concrete plaster to preserve

them from the ravages of the weather.




Some years later the Native

Daughters of the local parlors planted trees and flowers on the grounds, and

within the past three years the state has laid out a park, made a small lake

and beautified the grounds, which are under the care of a gardener. Within the

court inside of the fort are found a number of relics of the early days: an old

Wells-Fargo coach with the marks of Indian bullets on it, an old prairie

schooner that came across the plains, an old Mexican cart with solid wooden

wheels sawed from the trunk of a tree, and other things. There is also a museum

containing many old-time relics. The rooms of the old fort have been restored

as nearly as possible to their original status by the trustees of the fort,

after consultation with Gen. John Bidwell, who was General Sutter’s financial

agent, and Charles Stevens of San Francisco, who was Sutter’s bookkeeper in

1847 and 1848.



















CHAPTER VI. THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD 





We generally speak of the

discovery of gold in California as having been made by James Marshall at

Coloma, in January, 1848, and while this is true in a practical sense,

resulting in the stampede that brought adventurers from all over the world to

this state, there is no doubt that the existence of gold had been known many

years before.




The first mention of gold in

California is found in Hakluyt’s account of the voyage of Sir Francis Drake,

who spent five or six weeks in June and July, 1579, in some bay on the coast of

California, the locality of which has never been settled as to whether it was

San Francisco Bay or one of those farther north. Hakluyt wrote: “There is no

part of the earth here to be taken up wherein there is not a reasonable amount

of gold or silver.” As neither gold or silver has ever been found in the

vicinity of the point where Drake landed, Hakluyt’s story must be classed with

other tales of the early explorers and as mere conjecture regarding an unknown

land.




However. other early explorers

stated that gold had been found long before the discovery by Marshall and there

is no doubt that the opinion existed that gold was to be found in California.

The country had been explored by Spanish, Russian and American parties since

the sixteenth century and was visited by Commodore Wilkes while on an exploring

expedition in the service of the United States. Members of his party ascended

the Sacramento river and visited Sutter at his fort, while others made

explorations by land. James D. Dana, the author of several well-known works on

geology and mineralogy, was the mineralogist of the expedition and journeyed by

land through the upper part of the state. He says in one of his works that gold

rock and veins of quartz were observed by him in 1842 near the Umpqua river, in

southern Oregon; also, that he found gold in the Sierra Nevadas and on the

Sacramento river, also on the San Joaquin river and between these rivers. In

the report of the Fremont exploring expedition also, there is an intimation of

the existence of gold. A statement has been made also that a Mexican was shot

at Yerba Buena (now San Francisco) in October or November, 1845, on account of

having a bag of gold dust, and that when dying he pointed toward the north and

said, “Legos! Legos!” (yonder), indicating where he had found it.




Coming nearer home, into our own

county, we find a claim that is backed by strong probability that the Mormons

who came to San Francisco on the ship Brooklyn, and settled at Mormon Island,

found gold before Marshall did. It was a series of circumstances that brought

them to this coast. Persecuted in the east, where Joseph Smith, their founder,

claimed to have found the plates that he translated into the “Book of Mormon,”

generally spoken of as the Mormon ‘bible, his followers had settled at Nauvoo,

Ill., where they believed they would be free from further persecution. But the

people who had settled around them became antagonistic to them and in the riots

that occurred, Smith was shot and killed by a mob. They then determined to

remove beyond the jurisdiction of the United States and selected California as

their future place of abode. They divided into two parts, the land expedition

starting to cross the Rocky Mountains, while the other party came around the

Horn on the ship Brooklyn. Among the believers in their faith was Samuel

Brannan, one of their leading men, who afterwards became prominent in the early

history of Sacramento and San Francisco. When the Brooklyn arrived, the Mormons

found that their hopes were frustrated, California having passed into the

possession of the United States. Couriers were sent over land to meet the other

party, and found them at the place where Salt Lake City now is located. They

determined to stay there, although the country was sterile and unpromising.

Those who came on the Brooklyn scattered through the state, some of them

settling above Folsom at the place now known as Mormon Island. It is claimed

that they had found gold long before it was found at Coloma, but had kept it a

secret. Certain it is, that mining was carried on by them about the time of

Marshall’s discovery, and that the diggings at Mormon Island were very

profitable.




On January 18, 1878, the

Associated Pioneers of the territorial days of California gave a banquet in New

York city, at which Col. T. B. Thorpe, a veteran of the Mexican war who had

been on General Taylor’s staff, was present. He stated that while he was

employed as a journalist in New Orleans, several years before the ‘discovery of

gold at Coloma, a Swede, evidently far gone into consumption, called on him and

stated that he was what was called in Sweden a “King’s Orphan;” that he had

been educated at an institution maintained by the government, on condition that

after he had received his education he would travel in foreign countries.

Observe and record what he had seen and transmit his records to the government.

He further stated that he had visited California and remained several days at

Sutter’s Fort, enjoying Sutter’s hospitality; that while there he had closely

examined the surrounding country and became convinced that it was rich in gold.

General Sutter was present at that banquet and Colonel Thorpe asked him if he

had any recollection of the Swedish visitor. General Sutter replied that he

(lid recollect the visit, which occurred about thirty-four years before, and

that he also remembered that the Swede spoke regarding the presence of mineral

wealth in the neighboring bills, “but,” added the General, “I was too much

occupied at the time with other concerns to devote any time or attention to it.

My crops were ripe, and it was imperative that they should be gathered as soon

as possible, but I do recollect the scientific Swedish gentleman.” The report

of the remarks at the banquet was published, and in it is contained a copy of

the manuscript to which Colonel Thorpe referred, in which the “King’s orphan”

wrote: “The Californias are rich in minerals. Gold, silver, lead, oxide of

iron, manganese and copper ore are all met with throughout the country, the

precious metals being the most abundant."




Still another account of an early

discovery of gold was published in September, 1865, in the New Age, in San

Francisco, the official organ of the Odd Fellows. It purports to have been an

article written by the Paris correspondent of the London Star, He wrote that

while in Paris he visited a private museum, the owner of which exhibited to him

a gold nugget. and stated that twenty-eight years before a poor invalid had

called on him, and taking out of his tattered coat a block of quartz, asked him

if he would purchase it, assuring him that it was full of gold. He stated that

the stranger said: “I have come to you to apply to the government to give me a

vessel and a crew of a hundred men, and I will promise to return with a cargo

of gold.” The proprietor of the museum thought the man was mad, but gave him a

napoleon as a matter of charity, retaining, however, a piece of the quartz.

Afterwards the quartz was analyzed and was proved to contain pure gold. After a

lapse of fifteen years a letter and a parcel were left at his door. The parcel

was heavy and was wrapped in a handkerchief and the letter was worn and almost

illegible. He deciphered it and it proved to be the poor invalid’s dying

statement, which the lodging-house keeper, where he died after his interview

with the proprietor of the museum, had neglected to deliver. The package

contained a block of quartz and the letter read as follows: “You alone listened

to me; you alone stretched out a helping hand to me. Alas, it was too late! I

am dying. I bequeath my secret to you. The country from which I brought this gold

is called California."




All these statements being true,

the credit for the practical discovery of gold belongs to Marshall. While it is

true that a gold mine in the lower part of the state was worked in 1841, and

that gold from that mine had-been sent to Philadelphia for coinage as early as

July, 1843, the mine proved unprofitable and was abandoned.




The precise date of Marshall’s

discovery will probably never be settled. He was working for General Sutter, in

charge of a gang of men erecting a sawmill at the present site of Coloma,

Eldorado county. The raceway was dug and the water turned in. As Marshall was

examining the race, his attention was attracted by a piece of shining stuff and

he picked it up and took it to the house, where it was boiled in lye, and

thought to be gold. He took it with other particles down to Sutter, where it

was submitted to crude tests and declared to be gold. Afterward specimens were

sent to Monterey and exhibited to General Mason, the military governor, and W.

T. Sherman, afterwards one of the most famous generals of the Civil war. It was

proved to be gold and the news went forth to the world that caused immigration

to pour into California from every clime.




James W. Marshall was born in

Hope township, Hunterdon county, N. J., October 8, 1810. When he reached

manhood he removed to Indiana and afterward to Illinois and Missouri. He

arrived in California in 1844 and came to Sutter’s Fort in 1845 and was

employed by Captain Sutter. He took an active part in the revolution of 1846. In

consideration of his discovery of gold the legislature allowed him a pension

for some years before his death. He settled on a small piece of land at Coloma,

near where he discovered the gold, and partly supported himself by farming. ‘On

the 10th of August, 1885, he was found dead in his cabin and was buried near

the spot where gold was first found by him. Marshall never married. After his

death the state erected a fine monument to him, a statue in the early miner’s

garb, with his finger pointing to the place where the old millrace stood in

which his discovery was made. The late John H. Miller, for many years a

well-known journalist of this city, was appointed the first guardian of the

monument, which office he held for a number of years. 




The discovery of gold gave a

great impetus to the growth of Sacramento City. when the influx of gold-seekers

commenced, making it the point of departure for the mines as well as the depot

for supplies. A part of the latter business it lost when the Folsom and

Placerville Railroad was built, but its progress was only delayed, as it still

continued to be the supply point for distribution to a vast territory,

including a large portion of Nevada. Seldom now are the jingling bells of the

mule team heard on its streets and the “prairie schooner” laden with freight

has become a very rare sight on its streets. Folsom being on the American river

and having proved to be surrounded by rich placers, grew quickly to an

important town, polling at one time in the early days over two thousand votes.

Of late years the gold dredge has taken the place of hydraulic mining, since

the latter was prohibited, and large areas of the rich lands along the American

river have been turned into unsightly piles of cobble stones, and the gold

extracted from it. Even the great Natoma vineyard, at one time the largest in

the world, has been invaded by the machines and is being rapidly destroyed and

left desolate, and practically wiped off the assessor’s map. The village of

Dredge has grown up, the home of the company’s employees, and the cobble piles

are of late being crushed for road material.




There are other accounts of gold

discovery. Joseph Aram of New York, and Sarah A. Aram of Vermont, his wife,

were members of a party of immigrants to California which, in September, 1846,

pitched their camp near the mouth of a little stream emptying into the south

fork of the Yuba river where it was crossed by the old overland trail. near

where the boundary line between Placer and Nevada counties has been

established. It is related that Mrs. Aram desired to wash some articles of

apparel and in scooping out an improvised washtub in the bed of the brook

noticed several little yellow pieces in the fine gravel. They were examined by

the members of the party and pronounced to be gold. On the same day, however,

news of the declaration of war against Mexico by the United States reached the

party, and they made all possible haste in pushing on to gain the shelter of

Sutter’s Fort instead of stopping to make any further investigation of their

discovery. In the summer of 1848, after Marshall’s discovery had been

published, Mr. Aram returned to his old camping ground only to find the ground

already occupied by miners. Mr. Aram was a member of the first constitutional

convention, 1849, and a member of the assembly at the first session of the

legislature. He died at San Jose, March 30, 1898. His son, Eugene Aram, born at

Monterey, January 14, 1848, it is claimed was the first white child born in

California of American parents, and was a state senator from Sutter, Yolo and

Yuba counties during the thirty-first and thirty-third legislative sessions.

For some years he has been a practicing attorney in this city.



















CHAPTER VII. CITY AND COUNTY ELECTIONS 





The first election under the city

charter and in the county was held April 1, 1850, there being three tickets in

the field. Canvassing had been going on for several weeks, both in the city and

through the county, and an immense number of tickets and handbills had been

circulated. The polls remained open until late in the evening; there were

lively times around the ballot boxes and plenty of whiskey was drunk, but there

was no rioting.




The whole number of votes polled

for Mayor was two thousand four hundred and ninety-three, and Hardin Biglow,

the people’s candidate, had a majority over all the others of three hundred and

twenty-three. Following is a list of the city and county officers elected, with

the 'number of votes received by each: 




Mayor, Hardin Biglow, 1521; city

recorder, B. F. Washington, 885; city marshal, N. C. Cunningham, 1323; city

attorney, J. Neely Johnson. 1697; city assessor, J. W. Woodland, 792; city

treasurer, Barton Lee, 2310; Councilmen: C. A. Tweed, 1629; V. Spalding, 1621;

Demas Strong, 1420; T. McDowell, 1462; J. McKinzie, 1182; C. H. Miller, 887; J.

R. Hardenbergh, 862; Jesse Moore, 869; A. P. Petit, 804; county treasurer,

William Glaskin, 1104; district attorney, William C. Wallace, 2011; county

attorney, J. H. McKune, 2021; county judge, E. J. Willis, 1818; county clerk, Presley

Dunlap, 1567; county recorder, L. A. Birdsall, 714; county sheriff, J. H.

McKinney, 619; county surveyor, J. G. Cleal, 1152; county assessor, D. W.

Thorp, 1224; county coroner, P. F. Ewer, 569; clerk supreme court, E. H. Thorp,

1313.




On the morning of April 4th, a

meeting of the council-elect was held at the courthouse and on motion of Jesse

Moore, C. A. Tweed was called to the chair, as president pro tem. On motion of

Volney Spalding, Charles H. Miller was requested to act as secretary pro tem.

The council proceeded to the election of a president and Demas Strong was

declared elected. A committee was also appointed to wait upon the mayor-elect,

Hon. Hardin Biglow, and inform him that the council was duly organized and

ready to receive any communication he might desire to make. He appeared before

the council and delivered a short and pertinent address, and the council

adjourned. It met the next morning pursuant to adjournment and a message from

the mayor was read, accepted and referred to the select committee.




The regular meetings of the board

were ordered to be held on each Tuesday evening at the courthouse. Mayor Biglow

in his message urged the immediate raising of a levee to protect the city from

future inundations, suggesting the building of a cheap railway track along the

bank of the river, so that material for the levee could be hauled from a

distance and the natural bank of the river be left undisturbed; that an

election be called to vote the necessary amount as estimated by the city

engineer for the levee; that the three small lakes be included in the limits of

the city and the whole of the present corporation be included within the levee,

and levee regulations be adopted, similar to those at New Orleans. Other

recommendations were relative to the storing of powder, establishment of fire

companies, a city hospital, a city prison and provision for the removal of

garbage. Also that every aid possible be given to public schools.




The election of Mayor Biglow is

attributed by Dr. Morse in his interesting historical article published in

Colville’s Directory in 1853-4, to his foresight and energy in saving the city

from a second flood in March, 1850. Fears had been expressed that the city

might be again inundated, but there seemed to be an aversion to raising a levee

for protection and the idea was unpopular. Says Mr. Morse: “In the month of

March following, heavy rains occurred, which with the action of the sun upon

the snowy summits, caused another flood. The rivers rose with great rapidity,

the sloughs filled up to overflowing, and the city must have been nearly as

severely flooded as in January, but for the masterly and herculean efforts of

one Hardin Biglow. This man had declared from the first the practicability of

defending the city by a levee. Having thus committed himself to the

proposition, he was determined to demonstrate his theory in this second flood.

With the moiety of means and handful of men, be commenced damming up the

intruding waters at every low point, and finally extended his temporary levee

almost to its present limits.




Night and day he was in his

saddle, going from one point to another, and stimulating his men to an almost

superhuman action. For a few days this man met tide and torrent, mud and

darkness, and croaking discouragement that few men in the world would have

endured, and to the utter astonishment of all, he saved the town from a severe

inundation. J, Front, Second, I and a portion of K streets, he kept open for

the uninterrupted transaction of business. As a natural consequence everybody

praised him, and on the first Monday of April succeeding, at an election

pursuant to the new legislative charter, adopted February 27, 1850, he was

elected by a most. cordial vote as the chief magistrate of this city.




In a few weeks after the abatement

of the waters of the second inundation everything seemed almost transformed

into business and money making. The council busied itself with the subject of a

levee and surveys were made, the tents gave way to large and commodious

buildings, built of good material and embellished with ornamental architecture.

Business began to be reduced to a system, and developed some of the most

substantial mercantile houses and manufacturing firms and some of the strongest

banking houses in the country. Disease abated and everything pointed to

prosperity. The assessor’s report on the value of property—real and

personal—gave an aggregate of $7,968,985 that summer, an important feature in

the light of the pecuniary revulsion that followed. The real estate of the city

was assessed at $5,586,000, probably $5,000,000 over its real value. Hence,

following the financial reaction in the fall of 1850, some of the shrewdest men

in the city found themselves embarrassed by immense losses on loans on real

estate, which on foreclosure often brought not more than one-fourth to

one-eighth of the loans. The three heaviest banks and many of the prominent

merchants were swept suddenly into bankruptcy in the fall and a general

prostration of business was the result. The city had survived the struggle with

Sutterville, the distress and poverty of immigration in 1849, the floods of

1850 and now, in the midst of this financial storm, a new calamity befell

her—the Squatter riot of August 15, 1850.




February 27, 1850, the first

legislature passed an act to incorporate Sacramento City, and defined its

boundaries as follows: “All that tract of land lying within the following

boundaries: Beginning at the junction of the American Fork and the Sacramento

river to Y street, as designated on the map or plan of Sacramento City on file

in the recorder’s office in said city; thence along said Y street east to the

point where said Y street intersects Thirty-first street as designated on said

map; thence along the said Thirty-first street till the same intersects the

American Fork; thence along the American Fork to the place of beginning, the

said boundaries extending to the middle of Sacramento river and American Fork.”

The act further provided that there should be a mayor, a recorder, and a

council of nine members for the government of the city, and that one of the

members of the council should be elected president.




It provided further that on the

thirtieth day after the passage of the act a city election should be held for

the election of the first officers. to wit: A mayor, recorder, nine councilmen,

city marshal. city attorney, assessor and treasurer. After the first election

the officers mentioned were to be elected on the first Monday in May in each

year, and in case of a vacancy a special election should be ordered by the

council to fill the same. The mayor was clothed with complete executive power.

The recorder performed the duties now imposed on the police judge, and the

marshal those belonging now to the chief of police and the collector. The

common council was empowered to create the offices of city collector,

harbor-master, and such other offices as might become necessary.




An amendatory act was passed by

the same legislature. March 13, 1850, providing that. on the first Monday of

April following, a city election should be held to fill the offices created by

the charter, making it fall on the. same day as the first county election. The

officers chosen at that election were to hold office till the first Monday of

May, 1851. This amendment affected the first election only.




April 10, 1850, an-act was passed

providing for the appointment by the governor of a port warden for the port of

Sacramento. The second legislature passed a new charter for Sacramento City,

and it became a law March 26, 1851, by operation of time. and without the

approval of the governor. Governor McDougal said concerning it: “The within

bill is regarded as oppressive and extraordinary in many of its features, but

not regarding it as infringing on any particular principle of the constitution,

and as it is the act of the representatives of Sacramento county. and presuming

it to be the wish of the people of Sacramento City, I permit it to become a

law, by the operation of time, without approving it, or returning it to the

body in which it originated."




The act in question provided that

the then existing government should continue in office until the election of

the officers provided for by the new charter. The council was to divide the

city into three wards, from each of which three councilmen were to be elected.




Vacancies were to be filled by

special election, unless one should occur within sixty days of a regular annual

election, when it was to be filled by the council. The first election under the

act was to take place on the first Monday of May following, for officers to

hold office until the first Monday of April, 1852. All city elections after

that were to be held on the first Monday of April in each year. The fixing of

salaries was left to the council, but they were not permitted to lix the salary

of any officer at over $3,000, except the mayor or recorder, the limit of whose

salary was fixed at $5,000.




The legislature enacted a law

April 26, 1853, providing for a special tax of one-fourth of one per cent., for

the support of the free common schools, to be expended under the direction of a

board of trustees, consisting of one from each ward, to be annually appointed

by the council.




March 31, 1855, a law was enacted

striking the harbor-master from the list of the elective officers. It fixed the

salaries as follows: Mayor, $2,000; recorder, $4,000; marshal, $3,000; deputy

city marshal, $1.500; city attorney, $2,000; treasurer, $1,500; superintendent

of the water works, $2,000; assessor, $1,500; recorder’s clerk, $1,500; each

policeman. $125 per month. In case of death, sickness or leave of absence of

the recorder, the mayor was to attend to the duties of that office also. It was

further provided that at the next subsequent election there should be chosen a

superintendent of common schools and two school commissioners from each ward,

who, with the superintendent of schools, should constitute the school board.




April 2, 1856, the legislature

enacted an act to regulate the fire department. It provided for the election of

officers and the regulation of the department in general.
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