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In "Lobo, Rag and Vixen," Ernest Thompson Seton masterfully weaves a tapestry of nature writing and anthropomorphism, chronicling the lives of a wolf, a coyote, and a fox against the backdrop of the American wilderness. Seton's vivid prose immerses readers in a world where animal instincts and human emotions intertwine, reflecting his keen observations of wildlife and his profound respect for their existence. The book serves as both a captivating narrative and a detailed study of the behavior and social structure of its animal protagonists, showcasing Seton's advocacy for the protection of wildlife during a time when industrialization threatened natural habitats. Ernest Thompson Seton, a naturalist, artist, and early conservationist, drew upon his rich experiences exploring the wilderness and observing animal behavior to craft this engaging work. Born in 1860 in England and later relocating to Canada, Seton's passion for nature and storytelling flourished. His disdain for humanity'Äôs encroachment upon natural spaces and his desire to awaken a sense of responsibility towards wildlife profoundly influenced his literary voice and themes. "Lobo, Rag and Vixen" is a compelling read for lovers of nature, literature, and conservation. Its intricate character studies provide a lens through which readers can not only appreciate animal life but also reflect on humanity's relationship with the wild. Seton'Äôs eloquent narratives encourage a deeper understanding of the natural world, making this book an essential addition to the library of anyone seeking to connect with the often overlooked essence of wildlife.
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Olive Thorne Miller's "Upon The Tree-Tops" is a captivating exploration of the interplay between nature and human emotion, intricately woven through lyrical prose that reflects the essence of late 19th-century nature writing. The narrative unfolds from the perspective of a passionate naturalist, offering keen observations of the avian world alongside profound insights into the human condition. Miller'Äôs writing is enriched by vivid imagery and an acute awareness of environmental aesthetics, inviting readers to revel in the subtleties of the natural world while contemplating their place within it. Olive Thorne Miller, a notable figure in natural history and women's literature, came to her vocation through a deep-seated love for the outdoors and a commitment to exploring the spiritual dimensions of nature. Her experiences as a naturalist and her connections with contemporary conservation movements significantly influenced her prose. Miller's unique position as a woman in a male-dominated literary landscape allowed her to infuse her writings with empathy and insight, which are foundational to "Upon The Tree-Tops." This book is highly recommended for readers who are drawn to nature, seek understanding of the intricate relationships within ecosystems, or appreciate beautifully crafted literature that transcends mere observation. Miller's evocative narrative serves as a reminder of nature's transformative power, making it an essential read for both nature enthusiasts and literary scholars alike.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)





Ernest Thompson Seton


Birds of Manitoba

Enriched edition. Exploring Manitoba's Avian World: A Detailed Guide to Bird Identification and Behavior

In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Cecilia Pendleton

Edited and published by Good Press, 2022


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 4064066353896
  



Introduction




Table of Contents




    Drawing its strength from patient watching and careful naming, Birds of Manitoba shows how a place discloses its character through the constancy, movement, and variety of the birds that inhabit it, asking readers to see a province not as blank geography but as an interwoven set of seasons, waters, forests, and grasslands given shape by wings and song, by absence and return, by the steady practice of attention that turns sightings into knowledge and knowledge into a portrait of living community, where precision is not the opposite of wonder but the means by which wonder becomes durable and shared.

Birds of Manitoba is a work of regional natural history by Ernest Thompson Seton, a naturalist and writer whose field experience in the Canadian West informs every page. Situated in Manitoba’s prairies, parklands, and northern woods, it belongs to the tradition of nineteenth-century avifaunal surveys that sought to document where species occur and when they appear. Rather than a travelogue or a narrative memoir, it is an organized account of birdlife in a specific place and period. Readers encounter a methodical approach shaped by the scientific culture of its time, focused on careful records, clear categories, and attention to local habitats.

The book offers a systematic overview of Manitoba’s birds, presenting the province as a mosaic of wetlands, river corridors, mixed forests, and open plains, each hosting distinct communities through the year. Expect concise descriptions of occurrence and seasonality, notes that distinguish transients from residents, and observations keyed to landscape. The voice is measured and precise, more field ledger than flourish, yet the cumulative effect is evocative: a slow reveal of patterns in migration and breeding. The mood is one of steady curiosity, the style exact without being arid, inviting readers to experience discovery through the dependable cadence of recorded facts.

At its core lie themes of attention, pattern, and place. Birds of Manitoba treats classification not as an end but as a way to perceive relationships—between thaw and flight, river height and arrival dates, sheltering woods and nesting success. It implicitly explores how geography shapes life, tracing the lines where prairie yields to aspen parkland and where shorelines gather migrants. The work champions disciplined observation, suggesting that knowledge builds grain by grain, season by season. In doing so, it bridges the distance between list and landscape, reminding readers that names matter because they encode habits, histories, and habitats worth noticing.

For contemporary readers, the book’s value extends beyond identification. It preserves a snapshot of regional avifauna at a particular moment, offering a baseline that can help frame discussions about continuity and change. It exemplifies how local knowledge accrues: not through grand declarations but through repeated visits to the same marsh at dawn, the same shelterbelt in wind, the same river bend after frost. That persistence fosters a sense of stewardship. By holding observation and clarity together, the text models a way of engaging with nature that respects limits, prefers verifiable detail, and acknowledges the living complexity of the places we study.

The relevance today is both practical and reflective. Practically, a disciplined regional account cultivates habits any reader can adopt: keeping notes, marking dates, linking sightings to weather and habitat. Reflectively, it raises questions about what it means to know a place—whether knowledge is a matter of accumulation or attention, and how description can deepen care. In an era of rapid ecological shifts, the calm steadiness of such work offers ballast, encouraging patient, repeatable methods that allow comparisons across years. It invites participation rather than spectacle, showing how careful looking can be both rigorous and quietly restorative.

Approached on its own terms, Birds of Manitoba promises an experience of measured discovery: a traversal of a province through the lens of its birds, organized enough to guide, spare enough to let landscapes speak. Readers will find an informed, exacting voice that trusts evidence and resists excess, yet never loses sight of the animating presence of wild creatures on the move. It is a book to read with a map nearby and a pencil in hand, an introduction not only to Manitoba’s avifauna but to a way of seeing that turns attention into understanding and understanding into enduring regard.
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    Birds of Manitoba presents Ernest Thompson Setons comprehensive early account of the provinces birdlife. He compiles an organized summary of species occurrence, abundance, and seasonal presence by drawing on his fieldwork and reports from correspondents and collections. The introduction situates Manitoba within North American ornithology and outlines practical aims: to document breeding records, migration schedules, and distributions across major habitats while correcting doubtful claims. Seton defines the scope and limitations of his data and the period covered, framing the survey as a baseline reference for naturalists and settlers in a region experiencing rapid environmental and social change at the close of the nineteenth century.

Seton begins by sketching Manitobas physical setting and climate, emphasizing how prairie, aspen parkland, boreal forest, river valleys, and expansive lakes shape avian communities. He notes the provinces position at a continental crossroads where eastern and western faunas meet, and where northbound migration funnels along major waterways. Seasonal extremes, from severe winters to short, intense summers, are presented as key drivers of distribution and timing. This environmental overview establishes the conditions underlying later species accounts, clarifying why certain birds concentrate in marshes and lake deltas, others favor open grassland, and still others occupy forested zones and transitional edges.

He then explains sources and methods, listing principal localities visited, periods of observation, and the assistance of collectors and observers. Species are treated under consistent categories such as resident, summer resident, migrant, casual, and accidental. For each, the work aims to show relative abundance, earliest and latest seasonal dates, and evidence of breeding. Seton follows contemporary nomenclature, cross-referencing authorities of the time, and he indicates uncertainty where specimens or reliable sightings are lacking. This methodological preface prepares readers for the systematic list that follows, emphasizing verifiability, careful record keeping, and caution in assigning status to marginal or disputed records.

A broad account of annual cycles precedes detailed listings. Spring migration is described as rapid and concentrated, with waterfowl, shorebirds, and early raptors leading, followed by waves of passerines as thaw advances. The breeding period is portrayed as brief but productive, governed by food availability and nesting opportunities in wetlands, uplands, and forests. Autumn movement is more prolonged and variable, driven by weather and water conditions, while winter records focus on hardy residents and occasional irruptions from the north. These seasonal patterns supply a framework that explains dates and behaviors cited later for individual species and families across the province.

Seton organizes the species accounts to reflect habitat groupings that readers would encounter in the field. Aquatic birds feature prominently: geese, ducks, loons, grebes, gulls, and terns are documented across lakes, rivers, and marshes, with notes on staging concentrations and nesting colonies. Shorebirds are tracked through mudflats and wet meadows, with attention to transient flocks and a few confirmed breeders. He records characteristic arrival windows, typical nesting substrates, and relative abundance for each group. The treatment emphasizes how water levels, ice breakup, and local geography govern distribution, allowing a clear picture of how Manitobas wetlands anchor the provinces migration and breeding cycles.

The narrative proceeds to land birds of open country, parkland, and forest. Grouse and other game birds are listed with habitat preferences and seasonal movements. Raptors are assigned to prairie edges, river corridors, and woodland mosaics, with remarks on hunting territories and nesting sites. Woodpeckers, flycatchers, swallows, warblers, sparrows, and finches are presented in sequence, each with status, timing, and breeding evidence where available. Seton includes concise field notes on behavior, calls, or nest construction when these clarify identification or status. Throughout, he highlights regional contrasts between the souths agricultural openings, natural grasslands, and the norths coniferous forests.

Beyond individual accounts, Seton draws broader biogeographic outlines. He points to Manitoba as a meeting ground of prairie and boreal assemblages, with several species near the limits of their ranges. Transitional zones are shown to harbor mixed communities, while river systems and lake shores function as migration corridors. He occasionally compares provincial records with adjacent territories, using them to suggest probable breeding limits or to question outlying reports. This synthesis gives readers a sense of faunal structure, showing how climate, topography, and vegetation patterns produce predictable gradients in abundance and occurrence across the provinces varied landscapes.

The work also notes contemporary pressures that influence birdlife. Seton comments on the effects of settlement, agriculture, drainage, and fire on habitats, especially grasslands and wetlands. He records declines in conspicuous large birds under hunting pressure and disturbance, while acknowledging that certain open-country species expand with cultivation and shelterbelts. Introduced and synanthropic species receive mention, along with brief remarks on the economic value of insectivorous birds to farmers. These observations are presented as context for interpreting changing abundance, and they underscore the need for ongoing record keeping to distinguish natural fluctuations from trends linked to human activity.

Seton closes by underscoring the surveys purpose as a dependable, practical catalogue rather than an exhaustive monograph. He encourages continued observation, careful documentation of breeding, and the collection of verifiable records to refine status assessments. The overall message is that clear, regionally grounded data on distribution, seasonality, and habitat use provide the foundation for sound ornithology and informed stewardship. Birds of Manitoba thus offers a structured baseline for future work, preserving details of a formative period in the provinces natural history and supplying a framework by which subsequent investigators can measure change and extend knowledge across the region.
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    The Birds of Manitoba, issued in 1891 under Ernest E. Thompson (later Ernest Thompson Seton), is grounded in the late nineteenth-century prairie-parkland of central Canada. Its setting extends across the Red and Assiniboine river valleys, the tallgrass prairie and aspen parkland near Winnipeg, Portage la Prairie, and Carberry, the Delta Marsh at the south end of Lake Manitoba, and the boreal fringe toward Lake Winnipegosis. The period coincides with intense colonial transformation: new rail towns along the Canadian Pacific Railway, homesteads spreading under federal land policies, and drainage or plowing of wetlands and native grasslands. Seton’s 1880s fieldwork—especially in the Carberry Sandhills—anchors his catalogue in precise localities and seasons, recording migration timing, breeding sites, and relative abundance amid rapid ecological change.

A formative backdrop was the Red River Resistance (1869–1870) led by Louis Riel, which culminated in the Manitoba Act (royal assent 12 May 1870; province entered Confederation 15 July 1870). The transfer of Rupert’s Land from the Hudson’s Bay Company to Canada in 1869 triggered Métis-led negotiations, the seizure of Upper Fort Garry, and a provisional government that insisted on local rights. The new province established Winnipeg as an administrative hub and opened the region to federal survey and settlement. The book mirrors this settlement-enabled reorientation of space: Seton’s distributional records cluster along surveyed townships, rail corridors, and river settlements whose emergence flowed directly from the political realignments of 1870.

Numbered treaties organized land relations in southern Manitoba just before Seton’s main field years. Treaty No. 1 (Lower Fort Garry, 3 August 1871) and Treaty No. 2 (Manitoba House, 21 August 1871), negotiated by Lieutenant-Governor Adams George Archibald on behalf of the Crown with Anishinaabe and Swampy Cree leaders, secured Crown access to vast territories in exchange for promises of reserves, annuities, and support. Concurrently, the Métis were pressured into the scrip system (1870s–1880s), which fragmented holdings and accelerated dispossession. The North-West Mounted Police (from 1874) consolidated Canadian authority. Seton’s work, while a scientific list, presupposes this reordering of access to land and knowledge; his notes frequently rely on local observers, including Indigenous hunters and Métis guides, and document avifauna on lands whose tenure had been dramatically altered.

The Dominion Lands Act (1872) and the Canadian Pacific Railway (chartered 1881; transcontinental link completed 7 November 1885 at Craigellachie) drove a demographic and ecological transformation that most decisively shaped Seton’s subject. Settler influxes—Mennonites to the East and West Reserves (1874–1876), Icelanders to New Iceland at Gimli (from 1875), and later Eastern Europeans under Minister of the Interior Clifford Sifton (1896–1905)—converted prairie to grain fields and drained sloughs in the Red River Valley and along branch lines to Portage la Prairie, Brandon, and Carberry. Fire suppression altered grassland structure. These changes favored some species (the greater prairie-chicken expanded with small grains) while stressing others (whooping cranes and Eskimo curlews declined). Seton’s entries often pair Latin names with precise stations, dates, and habitat notes along rail stops and farm districts, directly reflecting this settlement matrix.

Market hunting and resource collapses in the 1870s–1890s form another critical context. The near-extirpation of the plains bison by the late 1870s destabilized prairie ecologies and economies; enforcement efforts by the North-West Mounted Police after 1874 could not reverse the trade’s momentum. Commercial waterfowl shooting intensified on Manitoba’s marshes—especially Delta Marsh—supplying urban markets via rail to Winnipeg, Minneapolis, and Chicago. The millinery-driven plume trade also targeted prairie grebes and terns. The passenger pigeon, once abundant in Manitoba’s woodlands, declined precipitously in the 1880s; the species went extinct in 1914. Seton’s accounts register dwindling flights and localized absences, and his cautions about overharvest and spring shooting presage later conservation reforms by translating eyewitness evidence into region-wide population signals.

Seton’s book is embedded in the professionalization of North American ornithology. The American Ornithologists’ Union (founded 1883) issued its first standardized Checklist in 1886, promoting uniform nomenclature and rigorous record-keeping. Seton adopted these conventions—listing scientific names, specimen data, and phenological dates—and exchanged information within an emerging network of museum curators and field collectors. His Manitoba notes synthesize skins from regional cabinets, observations from railway towns, and repeated seasonal surveys, aligning local natural history with continental science. This framework lent the work authority beyond anecdote, enabling later scholars to treat his distributional statements as data points within broader analyses of range shifts across the Great Plains and parkland.

Early wildlife protection measures formed during and after Seton’s field period. Manitoba’s Legislature in the early 1890s strengthened game laws with closed seasons, licensing, and limits, while federal forest reserves such as Duck Mountain and Riding Mountain were set aside by the mid-1890s, becoming national parks in 1930. The Migratory Birds Convention (United States–Great Britain/Canada, 1916) and Canada’s enabling act (1917) curtailed market hunting and spring shooting of waterfowl. Delta Marsh later hosted the Delta Waterfowl Research Station (established 1938), a center for waterfowl science. Seton’s 1891 baseline—listing breeding records at marshes, prairies, and parkland edges—became a reference against which the efficacy of these policies and institutional innovations could be measured.

Although framed as a faunal catalogue, the book functions as a socio-political critique by evidencing the consequences of unregulated extraction and rapid colonization. Its meticulous dates and localities expose how policies—the Dominion Lands Act, railway expansion, and permissive market-hunting regimes—translated into habitat loss, seasonal disruption, and species decline. By citing local observers, including Indigenous knowledge-bearers, it implicitly contrasts place-based stewardship with export-oriented exploitation. The work challenges classed interests of commercial hunters and urban markets by arguing for closed seasons and restraint, anticipating the treaty-based protections of 1916–1918. In doing so, it advocates science-informed governance, foregrounding wildlife as a public trust rather than a commodity of frontier capitalism.
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INTRODUCTION. BOUNDARIES OF THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA.



PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE PROVINCE.



1. Æchmophorus occidentalis. Western Grebe.



2. Colymbus holbœllii. Holbœll’s Grebe. Red-necked Grebe.



3. Colymbus auritus. Horned Grebe.



4. Colymbus nigricollis californicus. American Eared Grebe.



5. Podilymbus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe. Dabchick.



6. Urinator imber. Loon. Big Helldiver.



7. Urinator arcticus. Black-throated Loon.



8. Urinator lumme. Red-throated Loon.



9. Cepphus mandtii. Mandt’s Guillemot.



10. Larus argentatus smithsonianus. American Herring Gull.



11. Larus delawarensis. Ring-billed Gull.



12. Larus franklini. Franklin’s Gull. Rosy Gull.



13. Larus philadelphia. Bonaparte’s Gull.



14. Sterna forsteri. Forster’s Tern.



15. Sterna hirundo. Common Tern. Sea Swallow.



16. Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis. Black Tern, or Marsh Tern.



17. Phalacrocorax dilophus. Double-crested Cormorant. Crow Duck.



18. Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. American White Pelican.



19. Merganser americanus. American Merganser. Sheldrake.



20. Merganser serrator. Red-breasted Merganser. Fish Duck.



21. Lophodytes cucullatus. Hooded Merganser.



22. Anas boschas. Mallard.



23. Anas obscura. Black Duck. Dusky Duck.



24. Anas strepera. Gadwall. Gray Duck.



25. Anas americana. Baldpate, or Widgeon.



26. Anas carolinensis. Green-winged Teal.



27. Anas discors. Blue-winged Teal.



28. Anas cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal.



29. Spatula clypeata. Shoveler or Spoonbill.



30. Dafila acuta. Pintail.



31. Aix sponsa. Wood Duck.



32. Aythya americana. Red head.



33. Aythya vallisneria. Canvas-back.



34. Aythya marila nearctica. American Scaup Duck. Big Blue-bill or Black-head.



35. Aythya affinis. Lesser Scaup Duck. Little Blue-bill.



36. Aythya collaris. Ring-necked Duck. Marsh Blue-bill.



37. Glaucionetta clangula americana. American Golden-eye. Whistler. Tree Duck.



38. Glaucionetta islandica. Barrow’s Golden-eye.



39. Charitonetta albeola. Buffle-head.



40. Clangula hyemalis. Old squaw. Swallow-tailed Duck. Coween.



41. Histrionicus histrionicus. Harlequin Duck.



42. Oidemia americana. American Black Scoter.



43. Oidemia deglandi. White-winged Scoter.



44. Oidemia perspicillata. Surf Duck or Surf Scoter.



45. Erismatura rubida. Ruddy Duck.



46. Chen cærulescens. Blue Goose.



47. Chen hyperborea. Snow Goose; White Wavy.



48. Anser albifrons gambeli. American White-fronted Goose. Laughing Goose. Specklebelly.



49. Branta canadensis. Canada Goose. Wild Goose. Wavy.



50. Branta bernicla. Brant.



51. Olor columbianus. Whistling Swan.



52. Olor buccinator. Trumpeter Swan.



53. Botaurus lentiginosus. American Bittern.



54. Botaurus exilis. Least Bittern.



55. Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron.



56. Ardea virescens. Green Heron.



57. Nycticorax nycticorax nævius. Black-crowned Night Heron.



58. Grus americana. Whooping Crane. Flying Sheep.



59. Grus mexicana. Sandhill Crane.



60. Rallus elegans. King Rail.



61. Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail.



62. Porzana carolina. Sora. Common Rail.



63. Porzana noveboracensis. Yellow Rail. Water Sparrow.



64. Fulica americana. American Coot.



65. Phalaropus lobatus. Northern Phalarope.



66. Phalaropus tricolor. Wilson’s Phalarope.



67. Recurvirostra americana. American Avocet.



68. Philohela minor. American Woodcock.



69. Gallinago delicata. Wilson’s Snipe. Common Snipe.



70. Macrorhamphus scolopaceus. Long-billed Dowitcher, or Red-breasted Snipe.



71. Micropalama himantopus. Stilt Sandpiper.



72. Tringa canutus. Knot. Robin Snipe.



73. Tringa maculata. Pectoral Sandpiper.



74. Tringa fuscicollis. White-rumped Sandpiper.



75. Tringa bairdii. Baird’s Sandpiper.



76. Tringa minutilla. Least Sandpiper.



77. Tringa alpina pacifica. Red-backed Sandpiper. Blackheart.



78. Ereunetes pusillus. Semipalmated Sandpiper.



79. Calidris arenaria. Sanderling.



80. Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit.



81. Limosa hæmastica. Hudsonian Godwit.



82. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs.



83. Totanus flavipes. Yellow-legs.



84. Totanus solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper.



85. Symphemia semipalmata. Willet.



86. Bartramia longicauda. Bartramian Sandpiper. Prairie Plover. Quaily.



87. Tryngites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper.



88. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.



89. Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew.



90. Charadrius squatarola. Black-bellied Plover.



91. Charadrius dominicus. American Golden Plover.



92. Ægialitis vocifera. Killdeer.



93. Ægialitis semipalmata. Semipalmated Plover. Ring Plover.



94. Ægialitis meloda. Piping Plover. Ring-neck.



95. Arenaria interpres. Turnstone.



96. Dendragapus canadensis. Spruce Partridge.



97. Bonasa umbellus togata. Canadian Ruffed Grouse. Birch Partridge.



98. Lagopus lagopus. Willow Ptarmigan, or White Partridge.



99. Tympanuchus americanus. Prairie Hen, or Pinnated Grouse.



100. Pediocætes phasianellus. Northern Sharp-tail Grouse.



101. Ectopistes migratorius. Wild Pigeon.



102. Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove.



103. Cathartes aura. Turkey Vulture.



104. Elanoides forficatus. Swallow-tailed Kite.



105. Circus hudsonius. Harrier, or Marsh Hawk.



106. Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk.



107. Accipiter cooperi. Cooper’s Hawk. Chicken Hawk.



108. Accipiter atricapillus. American Goshawk.



109. Buteo borealis. Red-tailed Hawk.



110. Buteo lineatus. Red-shouldered Hawk.



111. Buteo swainsoni. Swainson’s Hawk. Common Henhawk.



112. Buteo latissimus. Broad-winged Hawk.



113. Archibuteo lagopus sancti-johannis. American Rough-legged Hawk.



114. Archibuteo ferrugineus. Ferruginous Rough-leg.



115. Aquila chrysaëtos. Golden Eagle.



116. Haliæëtus leucocephalus. Bald, or White-headed Eagle.



117. Falco rusticolus obsoletus. Black Gyrfalcon.



118. Falco peregrinus anatum. Peregrine Falcon. Duck Hawk, or Bullet Hawk.



119. Falco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk.



120. Falco richardsonii. Richardson’s Merlin.



121. Falco sparverius. American Sparrow Hawk.



122. Pandion haliaëtus carolinensis. American Osprey, or Fish Hawk.



123. Asio wilsonianus. American Long-eared Owl.



124. Asio accipitrinus. Short-eared Owl. Marsh Owl.



125. Syrnium nebulosum. Barred Owl.



126. Ulula cinerea. Great Gray Owl.



127. Nyctala tengmalmi richardsoni. Richardson’s Owl.



128. Nyctala acadica. Saw-whet Owl.



129. Bubo virginianus subarcticus. Western Horned Owl.



130. Nyctea nyctea. Snowy Owl. White Owl.



131. Surnia ulula caparoch. American Hawk Owl.



132. Coccyzus erythrophthalmus. Black-billed Cuckoo.



133. Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher.



134. Dryobates villosus leucomelas. Northern Hairy Woodpecker.



135. Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker.



136. Picoides arcticus. Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker.



137. Picoides americanus. American Three-toed Woodpecker.



138. Sphyrapicus varius. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.



139. Ceophlœus pileatus. Pileated Woodpecker. Cock of the woods.



140. Melanerpes erythrocephalus. Red-headed Woodpecker.



141. Colaptes auratus. Flicker. Highholder. Golden-winged Woodpecker.



142. Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poor-will.



143. Chordeiles virginianus sennetti. Night-hawk.



144. Chætura pelagica. Chimney Swift.



145. Trochilus colubris. Ruby-throated Humming Bird.



146. Milvulus forficatus. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher.



147. Tyrannus tyrannus. Kingbird.



148. Myiarchus crinitus. Crested Flycatcher.



149. Sayornis phœbe. Phœbe. Pewee.



150. Contopus borealis. Olive-sided Flycatcher.



151. Contopus virens. Wood Pewee.



152. Contopus richardsonii. Western Wood Pewee. Richardson’s Pewee.



153. Empidonax flaviventris. Yellow-bellied Flycatcher.



154. Empidonax acadicus. Acadian Flycatcher.



155. Empidonax pusillus traillii. Traill’s Flycatcher.



156. Empidonax minimus. Least Flycatcher.



157. Otocoris alpestris praticola. Prairie Horned Lark, or Prairie Shore Lark.



158. Pica pica hudsonica. American Magpie.



159. Cyanocitta cristata. Blue Jay.



160. Perisoreus canadensis. Canada Jay. Whisky Jack. Wis-Ka-tjan.



161. Corvus corax principalis. Northern Raven.



162. Corvus americanus. American Crow.



163. Dolichonyx oryzivorus albinucha. Western Bobolink. White-naped Bobolink.



164. Molothrus ater. Cowbird.



165. Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird.



166. Agelaius phœniceus. Red-winged Blackbird. Soldier Blackbird.



167. Sturnella magna neglecta. Western Meadow Lark. Prairie Lark.



168. Icterus spurius. Orchard Oriole.



169. Icterus galbula. Baltimore Oriole.



170. Scolecophagus carolinus. Rusty Blackbird.



171. Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. Brewer’s Blackbird. Satin-bird. Blue-headed Blackbird.



172. Quiscalus quiscula æneus. Bronzed Grackle. Crow Blackbird.



173. Coccothraustes vespertinus. Evening Grosbeak.



174. Pinicola enucleator. Pine Grosbeak.



175. Carpodacus purpureus. Purple Finch.



176. Loxia curvirostra minor. American Crossbill. Red Crossbill.



177. Loxia leucoptera. White-winged Crossbill.



178. Acanthis hornemanii exilipes. Hoary Red-poll.



179. Acanthis linaria. Red-poll.



180. Spinus tristis. American Goldfinch. Wild Canary.



181. Spinus pinus. Pine Siskin. Pine Linnet.



182. Plectrophenax nivalis. Snow-flake. Snow Bunting. Snowbird.



183. Calcarius lapponicus. Lapland Longspur.



184. Calcarius pictus. Smith’s Longspur. Painted Longspur.



185. Calcarius ornatus. Chestnut-collared Longspur. Black-breasted Longspur.



186. Poocætes gramineus confinis. Western Vesper Sparrow. Baywing.



187. Ammodramus sandwichensis alaudinus. Western Savanna Sparrow.



188. Ammodramus bairdii. Baird’s Sparrow.



189. Ammodramus lecontei. Leconte’s Sparrow.



190. Chondestes grammacus. Lark Sparrow.



191. Zonotrichia querula. Harris’s Sparrow.



192. Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow.



193. Zonotrichia intermedia. Intermediate Sparrow.



194. Zonotrichia albicollis. White-throated Sparrow.



195. Spizella monticola. Tree Sparrow.



196. Spizella socialis. Chipping Sparrow.



197. Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow. Ashy-nape.



198. Spizella pusilla. Field Sparrow.



199. Junco hyemalis. Slate-colored Junco.



200. Junco hyemalis shufeldti. Shufeldt’s Junco.



201. Melospiza fasciata. Song Sparrow.



202. Melospiza lincolni. Lincoln’s Sparrow.



203. Melospiza georgiana. Swamp Sparrow.



204. Passerella iliaca. Fox Sparrow.



205. Pipilo erythrophthalmus. Towhee.



206. Pipilo maculatus arcticus. Arctic Towhee.



207. Habia ludoviciana. Rose-breasted Grosbeak.



208. Calamospiza melanocorys. Lark Bunting. Buffalo Bird.



209. Piranga erythromelas. Scarlet Tanager.



210. Progne subis. Purple Martin.



211. Petrochelidon lunifrons. Cliff Swallow, House Swallow, Eave Swallow.



212. Chelidon erythrogaster. Barn Swallow.



213. Tachycineta bicolor. Tree Swallow. White-breasted Swallow.



214. Clivicola riparia. Bank Swallow. Sand Martin.



215. Ampelis garrulus. Bohemian Wax-wing.



216. Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Wax-wing. Cherry Bird.



217. Lanius borealis. Northern Shrike.



218. Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides. White-rumped Shrike. Common Shrike. Shrike.



219. Vireo olivaceus. Red-eyed Vireo.



220. Vireo philadelphicus. Philadelphia Vireo.



221. Vireo gilvus. Warbling Vireo.



222. Vireo flavifrons. Yellow-throated Vireo.



223. Vireo solitarius. Blue-headed Vireo.



224. Mniotilta varia. Black-and-White Warbler or Creeper.



225. Helminthophila ruficapilla. Nashville Warbler.



226. Helminthophila celata. Orange-crowned Warbler.



227. Helminthophila peregrina. Tennessee Warbler.



228. Dendroica tigrina. Cape May Warbler.



229. Dendroica æstiva. Yellow Warbler. Spider Bird. Willow Warbler. Willow Wren.



230. Dendroica coronata. Myrtle Warbler.



231. Dendroica maculosa. Magnolia Warbler.



232. Dendroica pensylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler.



233. Dendroica castanea. Bay-breasted Warbler.



234. Dendroica striata. Blackpoll Warbler.



235. Dendroica blackburniæ. Blackburnian Warbler.



236. Dendroica vigoraii. Pine Warbler.



237. Dendroica palmarum. Palm Warbler. Redpoll Warbler.



238. Seiurus aurocapillus. Ovenbird.



239. Seiurus noveboracensis. Water-thrush or Wagtail.



240. Geothlypis agilis. Connecticut Warbler.



241. Geothlypis philadelphia. Mourning Warbler.



242. Geothlypis trichas. Maryland Yellowthroat.



243. Sylvania pusilla. Wilson’s Warbler. Black Capped Flycatcher.



244. Sylvania canadensis. Canadian Warbler.



245. Setophaga ruticilla. American Redstart.



246. Anthus pensilvanicus. American Pipit, or Titlark.



247. Anthus spragueii. Sprague’s Pipit. Missouri Skylark.



248. Galeoscoptes carolinensis. Catbird.



249. Harporhynchus rufus. Brown Thrasher, or Thrush.



250. Troglodytes aëdon aztecus. Western House Wren. Common Wren.



251. Troglodytes hiemalis. Winter Wren.



252. Cistothorus stellaris. Short-billed Marsh Wren.



253. Cistothorus palustris. Long-billed Marsh Wren.



254. Certhia familiaris americana. Brown Creeper.



255. Sitta carolinensis aculeata. Slender-billed Nuthatch.



256. Sitta canadensis. Red-breasted Nuthatch.



257. Parus atricapillus septentrionalis. Long-tailed Chickadee.



258. Parus hudsonicus. Hudsonian Chickadee.



259. Regulus satrapa. Golden-crowned Kinglet or Wren.



260. Regulus calendula. Ruby-crowned Kinglet.



261. Turdus fuscescens. Wilson’s Thrush. Veery.



262. Turdus aliciæ. Gray-cheeked Thrush.



263. Turdus ustulatus swainsoni. Olive-backed Thrush.



264. Turdus aonalaschkæ pallasii. Hermit Thrush.



265. Merula migratoria. American Robin.



266. Sialia sialis. Bluebird. Blue Robin.
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In treating of the birds of this region it seemed most convenient to
make the political boundaries of the province, those also of the district
included, though this is scarcely defensible from the scientific standpoint.
According to the Revised Statutes of Canada, 1886, chapter 47, the boundaries
of the province of Manitoba were fixed briefly as follows: On the
south, at the forty-ninth parallel[1] of north latitude, which is the international
boundary line; on the west by a line along the middle of the
road allowance between the twenty-ninth and thirtieth ranges of townships
west of the first principal meridian, which line falls between 101°
and 102° longitude west of Greenwich; on the north by the middle of
the road allowance of the twelfth base line, which is north latitude
52° 50'; on the east by the meridian of the northwest angle of the Lake
of the Woods which, according to Professor Hind is 95° 50’ longitude
west of Greenwich.

In preparing my own map full use has been made of the maps published:

by Professor Hind in 1860, by the Dominion Government in 1874,
and by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company at various times between
1880 and 1890, also those drawn by Mr. Shawe for Phillip’s Imperial
Atlas, and those issued by the Tenth Census Report of the
United States. I have also supplemented these by information gained
in my own travels, as well as that supplied me by Messrs. Tyrrell, Nash,
Macoun, Christy, and other observers.










	
*


	
In offering the following observations in their present shape, i. e., as they were made
on the spot, without material condensation or generalization, I believe that I have
taken not merely the best but the only right course under the circumstances. My
original plan, as may be seen by the “notes” throughout, was to prepare something
after a very old-fashioned model, but widening experience caused a considerable
change of view. No one regrets more than myself their imperfectness, and, in some
cases which I have pointed out, their unreliability. If I could see my way clear to
revisit Manitoba in the near future I would gladly defer publication in the hope that
I might first remove numerous doubts and fill many unfortunate blanks, but under
existing circumstances there seems to be no course but to carefully revise my old
journal and let it go forth for judgment.

My own observations are supplemented by those of numerous observers in various
parts of the province, and I have also endeavored to include all available records relating
to distribution and all valuable published matter relating to the ornithology of
Manitoba that has not appeared in a special work on birds. This excludes only Dr.
Coues’s field notes * * * forty-ninth parallel, which, however, is constantly cited.

In all the records I have given the exact words of the writer are quoted.

Altogether I spent about 3 years in the province, my first visit extending from
March 28, 1882, to November 16, 1883; my second from April 25, 1884, to January 27,
1885; my third from October 25, 1886, to January 12, 1887, broken only by occasional
expeditions outside of our boundaries. Carberry was my headquarters, and except
where otherwise stated all observations were made at that place.

My companions, whose names appear, were Mr. Wm. G. A. Brodie, whose untimely
death by drowning in the Assiniboine, May, 1883, robbed Canada of one of her most
promising young naturalists; my brother, Dr. A. S. Thompson, with whom I lived,
and Mr. Miller Christy. The last was with me during the latter part of the summer
of 1883 and again for a few days in the July of 1884. He was the first ornithologist of
experience that I had ever met, and I have to thank him for correcting in me many
wrong methods of study that naturally were born of my isolation.

My thanks are due to Dr. J. A. Allen, of the American Museum of Natural History;
Prof. Robert Ridgway, of the Smithsonian Institution; and Dr. C. Hart Merriam,
ornithologist to the U. S. Department of Agriculture, for the identification of numerous
specimens, and other assistance, and especially to the last for placing at my disposal
the manuscripts of Miss Yoemans, Messrs. Calcutt, Criddle, Nash, Plunkett,
Small, and Wagner; to Prof. John Macoun, of the Canadian Geological Survey;
Messrs. Christy, Nash, Hine, Hunter, and Guernsey, for numerous manuscripts,
notes, and much valuable assistance; to Dr. R. Bell and Mr. James M. Macoun, both
of the Canadian Geological Survey; Dr. William Brodie, of Toronto; Dr. Charles
Carpmael, of the Canada Meteorological Department, and Mr. Ernest D. Wentle, of
Montreal, for help in various ways; and to the Hudson’s Bay Company for access to
the Hutchins manuscripts. Indispensable assistance in preparing the manuscript
has been rendered also by my father, Mr. Joseph L. Thompson, and my cousin, Miss
M. A. Burfield.

The measurements throughout are in English inches.

Ernest E. Thompson,

86 Howard street, Toronto, Ontario.

July, 1890.
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The general features of the country have been ably and concisely
described by Dr. Dawson[2] in the report of the boundary commission
(1875), as follows:


The first or lowest prairie level, is that of which the southern part lies along the Red
River, and which, northward, embraces Lake Winnipeg and associated lakes, and
the flat land surrounding them. A great part of its eastern border is conterminous
with that of Lake Winnipeg, and formed by the rocky front of the
Laurentian; but east of the Red River it is bounded by the high lying drift
terraces surrounding the Lake of the Woods, and forming a part of the drift
plateau of northern Minnesota. To the west it is limited by the more or less abrupt
edge of the second prairie level, forming an escarpment, which, though very regular
in some places, has been broken through by the broad valleys of the Assiniboine and
other rivers. The escarpment, where it crosses the line, is known as Pembina
Mountain, and is continued northward by the Riding, Duck, Porcupine, and Basquia
Hills. The average height above the sea of this lowest level of the interior continental

region is about 800 feet; the lowest part being that surrounding the Winnipeg
group of lakes, which have an elevation of about 700 feet. From this it slopes
up southward, and attains its greatest elevation—960 feet—at its termination far
south in Minnesota. The edges of this prairie level are also, notwithstanding its
apparent horizontality, considerably more elevated than its central line, which is
followed by the Red River. Its width on the forty-ninth parallel is only 52 miles;
its area, north of that line, may be estimated at 55,600 square miles, of which the
great system of lakes in its northern part—including Lakes Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Winnipegosis, Cedar, and St. Martin’s—occupy 13,900 miles. A great part of this
prairie level is wooded more or less densely, and much of the low-lying land near
the great lakes appears to be swampy and liable to flood. The southern part,
extending from the boundary line nearly to the south end of Lake Winnipeg, includes
the prairie of the Red River valley, with an area of about 6,900 square miles; one of
the most fertile regions, and, at the same time, the most accessible portion of the
Northwest.

The superficial deposits of this stage are chiefly those of a great lake which occupied
its area after the glacial submergence. This part of the interior of the continent
being the last to emerge from the Arctic waters and having been covered for a
long time afterward by a sea of fresh water, held back either by drift deposits or by
rocky barriers, which have subsequently been cut through, and which must have
united all the lakes now found in the region into one sheet of water, which extended
with narrower dimensions about 200 miles south of the boundary line.
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