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Fellow-Citizens:




A regard for your good opinion, and a wish to promote

the cause, which, as Abolitionists, lies near our hearts, is our

motive for addressing you. We think the opposition to our

enterprise arises either from commercial, political or domestic

connections with Slavery, or from misapprehensions

respecting our principles, measures and prospects. We desire

no better means of overcoming these obstacles than a

fair statement of facts; and to this we now solicit your attention.





DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS.
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We believe that all men are born free and equal, and endowed

by their Creator with certain inalienable rights,

among which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.


We believe Slavery is an infraction of these rights, a

violation of the principles of christianity, and under all

circumstances sinful.


We believe that Slavery is a great national evil, political as

well as moral, opposed to the genius of a republican government,

highly dangerous to the peace and permanency of the

Union, and if persisted in, destined to bring upon us the

severest judgments of Heaven.


We believe the immediate abolition of slavery would be

safe and wise, and that it is the duty of every friend of humanity

to use all fair and just means for its accomplishment.


We believe we have a right to express and publish our

opinions respecting the customs and institutions of the people

of this and every other country; and if we think them in

any degree immoral, unequal, or oppressive, we are under

the highest obligations, in the exercise of all honest and

lawful means, to change them.


We believe that Slavery in the several states can be lawfully

abolished only by the legislatures of the states in which

it prevails, and that the exercise of any other than moral

means to induce such abolition, is unconstitutional.


We believe that Congress has a right to abolish Slavery

in the District of Columbia, and in the Territories, and to

prohibit the slave trade between the states, and that the exercise

of this right is required by the divine law, and by the

interests of our country.


We believe that no class of men can rightfully be denied,

on account of their color, the enjoyment of equal rights with

others, in the protection, immunities and administration of

the government under which they live.


UTILITY OF THESE SENTIMENTS.




Table of Contents





These are our sentiments. We regret to say they are not

collectively the sentiments of our countrymen. It is for our

zeal in propagating them, that we have been assailed with

unmeasured abuse and lawless violence. We think it of

high importance to our country and the world that they

should be received by all the people. What the effect of

their general reception in the free states would be, is very

apparent.


We should abolish Slavery in the District of Columbia.

There Congress has exclusive jurisdiction on all subjects

whatsoever, including of course the subject of Slavery.—This

is admitted by Martin Van Buren, Henry Clay, and

an overwhelming majority of the present Congress. The

Abolitionists are to a man in favor of the exercise of this

right. If, therefore, the free states were thoroughly abolitionized,

their Senators and Representatives, who yet compose

a majority in Congress, would at once bow to the

supremacy of their constituents, and abolish Slavery.


We should prohibit the inter state Slave-Trade. This

trade has recently been carried on to a greater extent than

ever was the foreign slave trade; it being estimated that not

less than 120,000 slaves were exported from Virginia alone,

within little more than a year, and removed for the most

part to the southwestern states. Four of these states are said

by their own papers, to have received within the same period,

about 250,000 slaves from the old states. How many

tender ties have in one short year been broken by this detestable

business! How much bodily suffering has been

endured! How much guilt has been contracted! This

cruel and wicked traffic is at the foundation of a system of

breeding slaves for market, which is prosecuted on a large

scale, corrupting all concerned, by its licentiousness and barbarity.

Congress has a right to prohibit and suppress this

trade, under that article of the Constitution which empowers

Congress to regulate commerce with foreign nations and

between the several states. Were a majority of the citizens

of the free states decided Abolitionists, this right could be

exercised. We should insist upon it. Why then do not

they, who profess to regard the slave trade as the worst

feature of Slavery, join with us against it?


We should prevent the annexation of Texas to the United

States. The South has long had her eye on that fine and

extensive country, intending to get it by purchase or stratagem,

for the purpose of opening a market for her redundant

slave population, and of securing the balance of power in

the general government to the slave-holding interest. Every

enemy of Slavery and friend of free labor, ought to oppose

this design. We apprehend that if the annexation of Texas

to our country should not involve us in war with Mexico and

Great Britain, it would either lead to a dissolution of the

union, or indefinitely prolong the existence of Slavery. The

Abolitionists are now preparing petitions to Congress, protesting

against this insane measure; and were the citizens of

the free states generally to join them, and load the tables of

Congress with several millions of signatures to these protests,

the danger would be averted. But they will not do it, because

they are not Abolitionists; and we must, therefore, in

all probability take Texas.


We should admit no new slave states to the Union. Had

our sentiments prevailed when the Missouri question was

decided, the fine soil of that state would not now be cursed

with Slavery. She was admitted to the union by northern

men. They legalized the sin. It is a sad proof of the corruption

of our public sentiment that several of these traitors

to liberty, have, since that disgraceful vote was given, been

elevated to the first offices in the gift of New England; and

this without any signs of their repentance. Arkansas has

also been lately admitted to the Union by northern votes,

with the singular provision in her constitution, that her

legislature shall have no power to abolish Slavery; so that

the “peculiar institution” may last until the greatest knave

in the state is heartily weary and ashamed of it. Northern

men thus voted for perpetual Slavery; and this they did in

the confident expectation of being re-elected to Congress.

Had they known a majority of their constituents to be Abolitionists,

they would have voted differently. Should Florida

be next admitted to the Union as a slave state, the south

will have a majority in the Senate. Who can predict the

consequences? But were the free states thoroughly abolitionized,

Florida would never come into the Union as a slave

State; for Abolitionists are in principle opposed to it.
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