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For Christine Burn





Shanghai in November



A reminder on Facebook


to wish you happy birthday


even though you’ve been gone


for three years.


Then in the afternoon a ginkgo tree;


its leaves abandoning it


when brushed with


the slightest breeze.


There’s an ease to letting go


that doesn’t feel right,


the weight of this tree’s


squandered gold


and how it’s swept away,


the embarrassment it causes


the street-sweepers.


This city has no room


for the seasons of loss,


see, even this moment causes discomfort:


Why is that foreigner staring?


Why is his head in his hands?





By Degrees



The security guard puts the gun to my head


then clicks. He turns it to show me: 36 degrees


and waves me in, his expression hidden


behind his mask, his eyes vacant.


I walk around the almost empty supermarket.


No eggs, no veg, the milk sold out, less pasta


than three days ago. Chinese New Year music


still plays on the store’s radio, its merriness


like a slap. People queue up rather than use self-service,
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