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Physical Characteristics of the Silky Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club’s breed standard)


Head: Strong, wedge-shaped, and moderately long.


Eyes: Small, dark, almond shaped with dark rims.


Nose: Black.
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Teeth: Strong and well aligned, scissors bite.


Ears: Small, V-shaped, set high and carried erect.


Skull: Flat, and not too wide between the ears. The skull is slightly longer than the muzzle.


Neck: Fits gracefully into sloping shoulders. It is medium long, fine, and to some degree crested.


Chest: Medium wide and deep enough to extend down to the elbows.


Forequarters: Well laid back shoulders, together with proper angulation at the upper arm, set the forelegs nicely under the body. Forelegs are strong, straight and rather fine-boned.


Coat: Straight, single, glossy, silky in texture. On matured specimens the coat falls below and follows the body outline. On the top of the head, the hair is so profuse as to form a topknot. The tail is well coated but devoid of plume. Legs should have short hair from the pastern and hock joints to the feet.


Body: Moderately low set and about one-fifth longer than the dog’s height at the withers.


Tail: Docked, set high and carried at twelve to two o’clock position.


Hindquarters: Thighs well muscled and strong, but not so developed as to appear heavy. Well angulated stifles with low hocks which are parallel when viewed from behind.


Color: Blue and tan.


Feet: Small, catlike, round, compact. Pads are thick and springy while nails are strong and dark colored. The feet point straight ahead.


Size: Shoulder height from 9 to 10 inches.
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By any other name, the Silky Terrier is one of the world’s most delightful little breeds, renowned for its soft, silky coat and its appealing temperament.




[image: image]


The name game! Before we meet the Silky Terrier, let’s take a moment to marvel at all of the names once assigned this breed. Today called the Silky Terrier in the United States and Canada, and the Australian Silky Terrier in Australia and the United Kingdom, the breed has also been called the following names: Australian Terrier, Soft or Silky Coated; Terrier, Soft and Silky; Sydney Silky Terrier; Victorian Silky Terrier; Soft as Silk; Broken-coated Toy Terrier and Broken-coated Blue Terrier. To further confound his fans, in Australia, the UK, the US and Canada, the Silky Terrier competes in the Toy Group, while in Europe and beyond, we find him in the Terrier Group. With over 100 years spent hammering out these “details,” it is no wonder that such a delightful little dog was, for decades, a novelty to lovers of terrier types.


Ask breeders of the Silky Terrier to explain this merry mix of names and groups, and you will be told that this is a true “toy terrier”—the happy result of breeding terrier traits into an appealing, compact companion. Known as the “Silky,” the breed has a rich and somewhat mysterious history. Luckily, historians, determined to trace its origins, have uncovered compelling background on this dog. You, the new owner and happy book buyer, are the benefactor.
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THE SYDNEY RATTER


Unlike other working Australian breeds, the Silky was one of the first Australian-created breeds developed for owners of apartments and cottages in Sydney. Excellent ratters, they soon became prized for their devotion to their family.





While origins may be debated, one fact stands without dissension: The breed is a “byproduct” of the Australian Terrier—a cross between terrier breeds established in Australia by settlers from England in the 19th century. Therefore, any discussion of the Silky Terrier, developed as a distinct breed in Australia after the turn of the 20th century, requires a study of the earlier Australian Terrier. Without records kept of those terrier breeds that created the Australian, historians have been forced to speculate. Some of the breeds involved include the Dandie Dinmont Terrier, Manchester Terrier, Skye Terrier, Norwich Terrier, Border Terrier, Cairn Terrier, Scottish Terrier, Fox Terrier and Airedale Terrier. Many regard a breed called the Rough or Broken-haired Terrier as the primary foundation stock.
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The heavily coated and tiny Yorkshire Terrier is a prominent ancestor of the Silky Terrier.


Whatever the exact breeds, there is little doubt that the Australian Terrier resulted from stock produced by many types of terriers (particularly short-legged breeds) from Great Britain and the Continent. And with the semi-isolation of Australia from the British homeland, this distinctly “Australian-developed breed” became the available terrier blood to develop the Silky Terrier.


With the growing popularity of Australian Terriers, breeders introduced the Yorkshire Terrier in an attempt to improve color in the blue and tan dogs. The resultant litters contained some dogs that resembled the Australian Terrier, some that looked like the Yorkshire and some that retained qualities of both. But breeders were not out to produce “another Yorkshire.” The goal was to breed a blue and tan silky-coated dog that was larger and less coated than the Yorkshire. This desired breed, the Silky Terrier, would derive his strength from his larger ancestor, the Australian Terrier, and his size and style from the smaller Yorkshire Terrier. Ideally, the breed would be suited to city and apartment dwellings, perfect pets and willing ratters for Australia’s growing metropolitan cities.


The first standard for the Australian Silky Terrier was drawn up in Melbourne, Victoria, in 1904. A separate standard was created in Sydney, New South Wales, in 1906. The two states had two different standards for the one breed as well as slightly different preferences for type. The Victorians preferred the smaller Yorkie type of rich blue color; the New South Welshmen preferred honey-colored coats with light eyes.


In 1907, the newly developed breed, shown previously under the name of Terrier, Soft and Silky, was first exhibited at the Royal Dog Show in Sydney as the Sydney Silky Terrier. The following year, 1908, the Sydney Silky and Yorkshire Terrier Club was organized in the state of New South Wales, based on its first standard for the breed, adopted in 1906. That same year, 1908, in the state of Victoria, the Victoria Silky and Yorkshire Terrier Club was founded, issuing a different standard. Preferences for the silky coat type and color, eyes, size, etc., were established within each club, but a main purpose of both clubs was to draw up standards to distinguish between the Silky and Yorkshire for dog-show competition.
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ORIGINAL PURPOSE


Although today’s Silky is the ideal home companion, it is said that this inquisitive terrier was once considered a working dog, bred to control rodents.





The ongoing crossbreeding between the Australian and Yorkshire and the subsequent backbreeding between the offspring produced a confusing array of dogs, often distinguishable only by weight. Under the clubs’ new standards, a dog under 8 pounds would compete as a Yorkshire, one slightly larger competed as a Silky and the 12- to 14-pound dog appeared as an Australian Terrier. Allowing judges and breeders to develop specific conformation characteristics for these breeds, the clubs paved the way for the development of the distinctive appearance, as well as correct size of the breed, then known as the Sydney Silky. During that initial period, breeders were permitted to register individual pups from litters as whichever breed they most resembled. It wasn’t until 1932 that legislation was introduced to establish the three breeds and prohibit further crossbreeding.




A DANDIE TOPKNOT


While the Silky is considered a blend of the Australian Terrier and the Yorkshire Terrier, the breed’s distinctive topknot is said to have been acquired from the Dandie Dinmont.
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Ironically, American interest in the Silky Terrier during the mid-1950s spurred interest in the breed in its native Australia. Most Silky Terriers were still found in Victoria and New South Wales, and it wasn’t until 1956 that the breed dropped the “Sydney” in its name and became officially the Australian Silky Terrier. In March 1958, the Australian Silky Terrier Club of Victoria was formed, followed in December of 1959 by the Australian Silky Terrier Club of New South Wales. When the newly formed Australian National Kennel Council realized that the American Kennel Club was about to recognize the breed, the group worked speedily to compile its own standard. The result was a greatly improved standard that, within only a few years, vastly enhanced the Silky’s soundness and size conformation.


It wasn’t until the 1950s that the breed took the spotlight in Australia’s Toy Group competitions. Aus. Ch. Bella Marie, offspring of Aus. Ch. Kansas Kiwi and Hillside Melody, and bred by the Norman Wenker family, was one of the first Silky Terriers to draw attention, winning high praise at the 1953 Royal Melbourne show. But one of the first Silkys to win Toy Groups and all-breed Best in Show honors was Aus. Ch. Milan Tony of Milan Kennels. He sired two dozen champions and his progeny are in today’s winning lines in Australia. By the mid-60s, entries rose and the breed today remains a favorite in Australia’s show ring—and in the home.


In Great Britain, the Silky Terrier arrived in the 1930s as a “new breed,” still known as the Sydney Silky. A 1955 edition of Hutchinson’s Dog Encyclopaedia pictures a Silky named Roimata Bon Ton, bred in New Zealand and a prizewinner at the Canterbury Kennel Club show in 1933. But it wasn’t until the late 1970s that more Silkys were imported and the breed gained a following in Great Britain. Already smitten by the pint-sized Yorkshire Terrier, quite similar to the Silky in type, coat and color, British small-dog fanciers needed time and exposure to warm up to this “new” breed. But a good Silky, in type and temperament, is a dog to be reckoned with. Those fanciers with an eye to quality saw in the correct Silky specimens a formidable breed with great character and appeal.


Among the first British Silkys imported were two by Barbara Garbett: Apico Yatara Dutchboy and Glenpetite Lolita. Coolmine Dockan, from Ireland, was imported by Linda Steward during this same period, as was Australia’s Glenpetite Wataboy. The inaugural meeting of the Australian Silky Terrier Society was held in 1980, and today, there are many British Silkys of good quality, bred and shown by caring breeders committed to maintaining the correct type of the original imports.
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A SILKY ANCESTOR—THE AUSTRALIAN TERRIER


Breed historians agree that the Silky emerged as a “by-product” during the establishment of the Australian Terrier. The earlier available history of the Australian Terrier is covered in The Dog in Australasia, by Walter Beilby, published in Australia in 1897.





THE SILKY IN THE US


Perhaps nowhere outside Australia are Silky Terrier fans as active as in the United States. Indeed, Australian fanciers admit that it was the growing popularity and recognition of the breed in America that “shook up” their own breed clubs and spurred them to create a better working standard. The Australian standard was approved and adopted on March 30, 1959—and a copy was rushed to the American Kennel Club (AKC) in New York City, where, two weeks later on April 14, the AKC standard for the Silky Terrier was approved.
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THE RISE TO POPULARITY


A 1954 cover photo of a Silky by well-known animal photographer, Walter Chandoha, captivated the American public. By 1959, they became the 113th breed eligible to receive American Kennel Club championship points and approximately 400-500 Silkys had been imported—a dramatic increase from the 30 or so in the US in 1954.





Many years before this, however, the first Silkys arrived in America. The breed’s earliest pioneers, two Australian imports in the early 1930s, Beaconsfield Smart Tone and Dream Girl, owned by Mrs. G. E. Thomas of Washington, DC, appeared on the February 1936 issue of the National Geographic magazine. The first Silky Terrier kennel was established in 1948 by Martha and Geoffrey Sutcliffe in Charlotte, North Carolina, whose story is legendary among American Silky fanciers. During World War II, Mr. Sutcliffe was taken prisoner in Shanghai. His wife flew to Australia to await his release, and during her stay, she fell in love with this intriguing national breed. Importing males, Kelso Dinkum and Wee Waa Aussie, along with a female, Glenbrae Sally, they established the Kanimbla kennel and bred a number of litters until the early 1970s. Their line comes down to present-day Silkys in the US.


In 1951, America’s ongoing love affair with the Silky Terrier rocketed when respected Silky authority, Peggy Smith, then a newcomer to the breed, imported Brenhill Splinters, an Australian bitch. A male, Wexford Pogo, quickly followed in 1952, and over the next few years, Peggy Smith and her “Christmas pets” thrust this little little-known breed into the spotlight. Living in New York in 1954 and new to the sport of dogs, Mrs. Smith and her husband, Merle, made the decision to show. Their “pets” were of fine show stock and the Smiths entered Wexford Pogo at the Westchester Kennel Club show in the Miscellaneous Class. It was at this show that well-known animal photographer, Walter Chandoha happened upon Pogo’s puppy, Redway Blue Boy. The photographer was so charmed that he had Mrs. Smith bring the pup to his studio. The resulting shot made the cover of This Week magazine and, within a month, Peggy Smith was receiving hundreds of inquiries from prospective Silky fans!


Over the next year, more than one hundred Silky Terriers were imported to the US. More and more photos appeared—silky-coated toys, perched beside their “rich and famous” owners—and dog people marveled at the country’s captivation by the breed. (As for Wexford Pogo, one of the Silkys that started it all, he was declared by the late Fred David, Australia’s Silky authority and judge, to be “the most representative Silky Terrier in the United States.” Sire of numerous champions, he was “cover dog” for the first American book on the breed, published by Dr. Herbert Axelrod).
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The diminutive Yorkshire Terrier and the rugged Australian Terrier gave rise to the Silky Terrier.
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POST-WAR EXPORTS


Shortly after World War I, Australian Terrier and Silky Terrier puppies were sent around the globe. Hundreds of ships came into Australian harbors, where many Australian Silky Terrier puppies were purchased for 15 shillings each. The ships then returned to their homelands, where the puppies were sold.





As the Silky grew prominent as pet and cover dog, those shown were entered in the AKC’s Miscellaneous Class, essentially a showcase (and weigh station) for rare breeds. But it wasn’t until 1955 that the Silky fired up the show world. Robert Garrett’s Redway Splinter’s Boy by Wexford Pogo out of Brenthill Splinters was the first of the breed ever entered at the Golden Gate show, the most prestigious West Coast dog show, held annually in San Francisco. The ensuing media blitz made this Silky the show’s star attraction—the “rare dog breed”—and, just one year later, Golden Gate’s Silky Terrier entry was up to 14. By year’s end, large numbers competed in shows across the US, and by 1959, an estimated 400 to 500 dogs had been imported. From rare breed “cover dog” in 1954 to the 113th breed to earn acceptance by the AKC in 1959, the Silky Terrier had come a long way.
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The modern-day Silky Terrier enjoys moderate popularity around the world, from its native land “Down Under” to Europe, Asia and North America.


Peggy Smith stayed active in the breed, compiling exhaustive records of imports, show history and pedigrees of American champions. Along with her own imports in the 1950s, Aus. Ch. Bowenvale Murray and Aus. Ch. Kelso Lady Susan dominated the show ring and influenced the look and future of the breed. As breed popularity increased, importing slowed down. American-bred Silkys appeared, perhaps none as prominent as Ch. Silkallure Casanova, owned and bred by Mona and Vic Bracco of California. Pronounced “unforgettable and irreplaceable,” this well-beloved Silky accumulated over 100 Bests of Breed between 1964 and 1978. Even more impressive were his numerous Group placements and wins, rare then for the breed. He took Best of Breed at Westminster in 1966 and 1968 and captured a Group 4 in 1966. Add to all those achievements his record as top producer of champions, and he may well be called one of the most influential Silky Terriers in the breed’s US history.


As for historian Peggy Smith, this devoted breeder can be most proud of her three Westminster Best of Breed Silky Terriers: Elsa Vinisko’s Ch. Redway Lord Michael in 1962, her own Ch. Redway For Pete’s Sake in 1975 and Ch. Redway Danny Boy O’Wexford in 1978—all owner-handled.




INDIAN SILKYS


Silkys exported to India in the early 20th century were extremely popular with the rajahs as pets. The tiniest dogs were the most prized.





SILKYS IN CANADA


Canada was a latecomer to the breed, but by the 1960s, fanciers fell under the Silky’s spell and lost little time showing off their “new” breed. “Tinkerbelle,” owned by Mrs. Marian Wait of New Brunswick and believed to have been bred by Mrs. W. Seagley of Topeka, Indiana, was the first known Silky in Canada. Mrs. Wait imported a few more, some from Australia, and with her total of seven Silkys by 1966, the breed became eligible to be added to the list of pure-bred dogs in Canada, having been passed by the Breed Recognition Committee of the Canadian Kennel Club (CKC). Asked by the CKC to submit a standard, Mrs. Wait presented an exact copy of the AKC standard for the Silky, which was accepted and adopted. The breed became known in Canada as the Silky Toy Terrier and, then, in 1988, the Silky Terrier.


One of Canada’s top Silkys in the early years was Ch. Bonneen’s Arunta Chieftain, known as “Amos.” This personable dog, clever and of perfect type, was the first Silky to win Best in Show in both the US and Canada. Over his lifetime, he won over 100 Group firsts and a total of 33 Bests in Show. Each year, more and more Silkys are registered by the CKC. In 1987, devoted fancier, Dot Seabrook, established the first Silky club in Canada.


THE BREED ON THE CONTINENT


Silky Terriers are shown in the Terrier Group at Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) shows and in most European countries. But until 1961, Silkys were virtually unknown throughout Europe. Their introduction is attributed to an American, Robert Cooley of Coolaroo Kennels in California, who attended the 1961 Hofstad dog show in The Hague, Holland. Upon meeting Dutch fancier Anny Reijerink-Tibbe (now Anny Hartman-Tibbe of Germany), an exhibitor of Cairn Terriers, Cooley’s enthusiasm for his Silkys prompted her to import two of his dogs, Coolaroo Karin and Coolaroo Pasja, both out of Australian champions. Captivated by the pair, Mrs. Reijerink-Tibbe exhibited the two Silkys all over Europe, winning new devotees to the breed everywhere they were shown.


In France, too, the first Silky Terriers came from Coolaroo Kennels, imported by Pierre Passerieux, Farmer’s Kennels. As the breed grew in popularity, more were imported from Australia. One of France’s earliest top winners was Int. Ch. Vetzyme de la Colline de Lorette, bred by Evelyne Pruvost and owned by Odile Tremblay.
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A toy terrier sound in mind and body is the goal of every Silky Terrier breeding program.


Sweden’s first Silky Terrier breeders were Anna Lisa and Elisabeth Westberg of Vaster-backens Kennels. Charmed by a Silky brought into Sweden, they imported Australian dog, Aus. Ch. Coolibah Cobbity, and bitch, Booroondara Steffe. With this pair, they whelped the first litter of their own breeding in 1965, and Cobbity quickly became a Swedish and Norwegian champion. Another kennel of distinction at this time was Lillgardens, which imported a champion Silky from California’s famous Coolaroo Kennels and three more bitches from Mona and Victor Bracco of California. All three dogs became international champions. Other famous winners at Nordic shows were Int. and Nord. Ch. Samiras Harrax, bred by Gunn-Britt Hjelm, and Int. Ch. Softhair’s Silver Air, bred and owned by Britta Samuelsson. He was heavily line-bred to another top show dog, Aus., Swed. and Norw. Ch. Munbilla Rob Roy.


Through selective breeding and dedication to their dogs, Silky Terrier breeders throughout the world work to produce the same quality Silkys bred in turn-of-the-century Australia. Talk to a Silky breeder and you will be struck by a passion and commitment. Often, the dogs are owner-handled, their exhibitors as outgoing as the breed. With that same joie de vivre, they welcome newcomers willing to work together toward a toy terrier that continues to be sound in mind and body and possessed of a true Silky spirit.




A SILKY SUGARBABY


One of the Silky Terrier’s most famous owners was Hollywood star Ann Miller. Asked on a visit to Australia what souvenir she would like to bring home, she replied, “I’d love one of those little Silky Terriers!”
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Through the process of selective breeding, breeding the best bitches to the best dogs, using the standard as a guide, the Silky Terrier appears nearly the same from country to country.
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Brave, brawny fellow in the field? Or sweet, petite friend by the fire? In many homes, the sides are drawn when choosing the family dog. But what if both big- and little-dog characteristics could be found in one perfect package? The Silky Terrier is that pint-sized pup with great expectations. Spunky and self-possessed, with the sweet, generous nature of a companion dog, the Silky is a people-pleaser. “Look at me, Mom and Dad!” he implores. Racing, chasing, eager and alert—no Silky’s adventure is complete without you by his side.
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Endearing and spirited, the Silky Terrier thrives as a companion dog, when surrounded by affection and kind treatment.




POCKET-WATCHDOG


Affectionate and devoted, the Silky is also a protective and possessive watchdog. Some show exhibitors say the safest place to leave your purse is beside your Silky in his crate!





Generations of breeding for gentleness of disposition have produced one of the most endearing yet spirited breeds in the purebred dog world. Many owners call their Silkys the “just right” dog—just the right size, just the right temperament, just the right companion. Sure of himself but eager to please, lively but not hyper, protective but not aggressive, the “big little” Silky ranks high as a household companion. And home is where he wants to be. His day does not begin until your arrival, his joy to see you surpassing all other events in his typical terrier day. Tail trembling, he lets you know, without a doubt, that you are number-one in his world!


With an eye to Australia’s growth, early breeders sought a dog suited to city and apartment dwelling in the Sydney metropolis of New South Wales. His sturdiness and prowess for vermin-hunting derived from his larger terrier relation, the Australian Terrier. His small-dog appeal came from the diminutive Yorkshire Terrier. These remain qualities that fanciers look for in the breed: a small dog with the stamina of a large dog. He is not fragile; rather he is a lovable lapful. That he is a pretty dog is, no doubt, disarming, but even those who believe “it takes a big man to walk a little dog” would have no quarrel striding alongside a feisty Silky.

OEBPS/Images/007d.jpg
| 9





OEBPS/Images/016.jpg





OEBPS/Images/015.jpg





OEBPS/Images/014.jpg





OEBPS/Images/013.jpg





OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 

   

   
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/Images/011a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/012.jpg





OEBPS/Images/010.jpg





OEBPS/Images/019.jpg





OEBPS/Images/018.jpg





OEBPS/Images/003.jpg
Silky Terrier

By Alice) Kane





OEBPS/Images/001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/dog1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/020.jpg
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
SILKY TERRIER





OEBPS/Images/020a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/010a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
A KENNEL CLUB B0O0K

Silky
Terrier

SILKY TERRIER

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO
OWNING AND CARING FOR YOUR DOG






OEBPS/Images/009.jpg
HISTORY OF THE
SILKY TERRIER





OEBPS/Images/008.jpg





