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In "The Tables of the Law; & The Adoration of the Magi," W. B. Yeats presents a rich tapestry of poetry that interweaves mythology, philosophy, and the spiritual tumult of the modern age. The collection is marked by Yeats's characteristic blend of lyricism and dramatic narrative, exploring the intersections of ancient wisdom and contemporary existential dilemmas. Rooted in a literary context that engages with both the Symbolist movement and Irish nationalism, the poems reflect Yeats's profound belief in the transformative power of art and the metaphysical, inviting readers to ponder the nature of truth, morality, and the divine through a symbolic lens reminiscent of medieval allegory. W. B. Yeats, a towering figure of 20th-century literature and a key player in the revival of Irish culture, drew heavily on his deep interest in mysticism, folklore, and occult traditions while crafting this work. His philosophical engagements with theosophy and his role in the Irish Literary Revival instilled in him a sensitivity towards the metaphysical undercurrents of life and history, which prominently pervades the verses within this collection. Such backgrounds illuminate his exploration of human desire and spiritual yearning. This book is essential for readers interested in the confluence of mysticism and literature, as it offers a unique glimpse into Yeats's introspective quest for meaning amidst chaos. Readers seeking to understand the depth of human experience through Yeats's visionary framework will find "The Tables of the Law; & The Adoration of the Magi" both enlightening and deeply resonant.
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In "Pillars of Society," Henrik Ibsen crafts a poignant critique of moral hypocrisy within 19th-century Norwegian society, exposing the discord between personal integrity and societal expectations. Through a rich tapestry of dialogue and complex character interactions, Ibsen employs realism to narrate the plight of several characters entangled in a web of deceit, ambition, and betrayal. Central to this exploration is the character of Bernick, whose facade of respectability masks a deep-seated moral crisis, set against the backdrop of industrial progress and the evolving social landscape. Henrik Ibsen, often referred to as the father of modern drama, drew from his own experiences within a society fraught with rigid social structures and ethical dilemmas. Born in Skien, Norway, his early life was marked by economic hardship, which shaped his keen understanding of human nature and social conflict. These influences permeated his work, infusing his plays with a critical perspective on the prescribed roles within society and the individual's quest for authenticity amidst oppressive norms. "Pillars of Society" is a must-read for those fascinated by the interplay of personal ethics and societal constraints. Ibsen's insights remain strikingly relevant today, rendering this work not just a historical artifact, but a powerful commentary on ongoing social dilemmas. Readers seeking a profound narrative that challenges societal conventions will find Ibsen's masterpiece both enlightening and provocatively engaging.
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In "Pélléas and Mélisande; Alladine and Palomides; Home," Maurice Maeterlinck has crafted a haunting exploration of love, fate, and the struggle between light and darkness. This collection showcases his signature Symbolist style, characterized by a focus on atmospheric detail, ambiguous dialogue, and a lyrical narrative that evokes deep emotional resonance. "Pélléas and Mélisande," the centerpiece of the volume, is a groundbreaking work that delves into the complexities of unspoken desires and the tragic consequences of thwarted love, set against a misty backdrop that enhances its ethereal quality. The accompanying plays, "Alladine and Palomides" and "Home," further expand upon themes of entrapment and existential longing, solidifying Maeterlinck's reputation as a master of the modern dramatic form. Maurice Maeterlinck (1862-1949) was a Belgian playwright, poet, and essayist often associated with the Symbolist movement. His childhood in the enchanting landscapes of Belgium deeply influenced his writing, instilling in him a fascination with nature and human emotions. Maeterlinck's works reflect his exploration of metaphysical themes, often inspired by philosophical inquiries into existence, consciousness, and the unseen forces that govern human relationships. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersection of philosophy and drama, as it offers profound insights into the human condition. Maeterlinck's intricate, poetic prose invites readers to reflect on the mysteries of life and love, making it an essential read for those who seek a deeper understanding of Symbolist literature and its enduring impact.
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In "The Trysting Place: A Farce in One Act," Booth Tarkington weaves a delightful narrative that juxtaposes humor with sharp social commentary. Set in a singular location, the play unfolds with brisk dialogue and clever misunderstandings, encapsulating the complexities of romantic entanglements and societal expectations of the early 20th century. Tarkington's mastery of farcical elements is evident as he employs wit and irony to explore themes of love, deception, and the fleeting nature of human connections, all while maintaining a light-hearted tone that draws the audience into the unfolding chaos with each turn of phrase. Booth Tarkington, an influential American novelist and playwright, achieved critical acclaim for his incisive portrayals of American life. His deep understanding of human behavior and societal norms, shaped by his experiences in the Midwest, informed his writing. Tarkington's works often reflect a tension between tradition and modernity, a theme prevalent in "The Trysting Place," showcasing his ability to navigate both comic and serious undertones within a familiar social landscape. This play is highly recommended for anyone seeking an engaging exploration of romance and farce within a historical context. Tarkington's keen insights and vibrant characterizations promise a captivating theatrical experience, making it an essential read for enthusiasts of American theatre and anyone interested in the intersection of humor and social critique.
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In George Bernard Shaw's iconic play "Pygmalion," the narrative explores themes of social class, identity, and transformation through the story of Eliza Doolittle, a flower girl with a strong Cockney accent, who is taken under the wing of phonetics professor Henry Higgins. Shaw's sharp wit and keen social commentary shine through in this comedic yet poignant exploration of language's power to shape one's societal standing. His use of realistic dialogue and vivid characterizations reflects the societal tensions of Edwardian England, making the play a seminal piece in both literature and theatrical history. George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950), a key figure in modernist literature, was deeply influenced by his own experiences with social inequality and his advocacy for women's rights. His background in music and journalism helped hone his talent for dialogue and character development. "Pygmalion" emerged during a period when class stratification was increasingly scrutinized, with Shaw aiming to challenge the conventions of societal norms and expectations through engaging characters and sharp repartee. This masterful play remains profoundly relevant today, inviting readers to reflect on the interplay between language and identity. Shaw's incisive critique of social constructs invites us to question our own biases, making "Pygmalion" not only a delightful read but also a thought-provoking exploration of human nature. It's a recommended addition to any literature enthusiast's collection.
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THE KING’S THRESHOLD
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	King Guaire.



	The Chamberlain of King Guaire.



	A Soldier.



	A Monk.



	The Mayor of Kinvara.



	A Cripple.



	Another Cripple.



	
Aileen,
	}
	Ladies of the Court.



	
Essa,



	Princess Buan.



	
Princess Finnhua, her Sister.



	
Fedelm, Seanchan’s Sweetheart.



	
Cian,
	}
	Servants of Seanchan.



	
Brian,



	
Senias,
	}
	Pupils of Seanchan.



	
Arias,



	
Seanchan (pronounced Shanahan), Chief Poet of Ireland.



	Pupils, Courtiers.





A PROLOGUE.[1] 


An Old Man with a red dressing-gown, red slippers and red nightcap, holding a brass candlestick with a guttering candle in it, comes on from side of stage and goes in front of the dull green curtain.

Old Man.

I’ve got to speak the prologue. [He shuffles on a few steps.] My nephew, who is one of the play actors, came to me, and I in my bed, and my prayers said, and the candle put out, and he told me there were so many characters in this new play, that all the company were in it, whether they had been long or short at the business, and that there wasn’t one left to speak the prologue. Wait a bit, there’s a draught here. [He pulls the curtain closer together.] That’s better. And that’s why I’m here, and maybe I’m a fool for my pains.

And my nephew said, there are a good many plays to be played for you, some to-night and some on other nights through the winter, and the most of them are simple enough, and tell out their story to the end. But as to the big play you are to see to-night, my nephew taught me to say what the poet had taught him to say about it. [Puts down candlestick and puts right finger on left thumb.] First, he who told the story of Seanchan on King Guaire’s threshold long ago in the old books told it wrongly, for he was a friend of the king, or maybe afraid of the king, and so he put the king in the right. But he that tells the story now, being a poet, has put the poet in the right.
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